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PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


OP 


THE    SENATE   OP   THE   UNITED    STATES, 

AT  THE  FIRST   SESSION   OF  THE  EIGHTEENTH   CONGRESS,  BEGUN    AT  THE   CITY 

OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  1,  1823. 


Monday,  December  1, 1823. 

The  First  Session  of  the  Eighteenth  Confess, 
conformably  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  commeoced  this  day  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
iogton,  and  the  Senate  assembled. 

present: 

Samuel  Bell  and  John  F.  Parrott,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

James  Lloyd,  from  Massachusetts. 

Henrt  ^W.  Edwards  and  James  Lanman, 
from  Connecticut. 

Nehemiah  R.  Knight,  frotfi  Rhode  Island. 

William  A.  Palmer  and  Horatio  Seymour, 
from  Vermont. 

Rurus  King  and  Martin  Van  Buren,  from 
New  York. 

Mahlon  Dickerson  and  Joseph  McIlvaine, 
from  New  Jersey. 

Walter  Lowrie  and  William  Findlay,  from 
PennsylTania. 

Samuel  Smith,  from  Maryland. 

James  Barbour,  from  Virginia. 

Nathaniel  Macon,  from  North  Carolina. 

John  Gaillard  and  Robert  Y.  Hayne,  from 
South  Carolina. 

JoRN  Elliott,  from  Greorgia. 

/sham  Talbot,  from  Kentucky. 

Benjamin  Ruggles,  from  Ohio. 

James  Bbown  and  Henry  Johnson,  from 
Louisiana. 

Datid  Holmes,  from  Mississippi. 

James  Noble  and  Waller  Taylor,  from 
lodiana. 

Jesse  B.  Thomas,  from  Illinois. 

John  Chandler  and  John  Holmes,  from 
Maine. 

David  Barton  and  Thomas  H.  Benton,  from 
Missouri. 

John  Gaillard,  President  pro  tempore^  resumed 
the  Chair. 

Samuel  Bell,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gidatare  of  the  state  of  New  Hamphire,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day 
of  March  last ;  Henry  W.  Edwards,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Con-: 


necticut,  in  the  place  of  Elijah  Boardman,  de- 
ceased ;  Jambs  Lloyd,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts^  for  the  term  of  six 
years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March 
last ;  Joseph  McIlvaine,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
of  Samuel  L.  Southard  ;  Robert  Y.  Hayne, 
appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last; 
Henry  Johnson,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March  last ;  and  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  last, — ^respectively  produced 
their  credentials,  which  were  read ;  and  the  oath 
prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  them,  and 
they  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

The  credentials  of  Thomas  H.  Williams,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commenc- 
ing on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last,  were  read. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  to  Mr.  Chan- 
dler, Mr.  Kniqrt.  and  Mr.  Dickerson — their 
credentials  having  been  read  and  filed  during  the 
last  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  it  was  agreed  that 
when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  be  to  half  after  one 
o'clock,  P.  M. ;  and,  on  motion,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

Half  after  one  o^dock,  P.  M. 

The  usual  orders  for  the  appointment  of  Chap- 
lains ;  for  supplying  the  members  with  newspa- 
pers ;  and  for  the  appointment  of  joint  committees 
on  enrolled  bills, — were  severally  passed. 

Messrs.  Barbour  and  Macon  were  appointed 
a  committee,  jointly,  with  such  as  the  House  may 
appoint,  to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  of  the  organization  of  the 
two  Houses,  and  of  their  readiness  to  receive  any 
communication  from  him;  and  then  the  Senate 
adjourned  to  11  o'clock  to-morrow. 


11 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


12 


Senate. 


President's  Annual  Message, 


December,  1823. 


Tuesday,  December  2. 

Edward  Lloyd,  from  the  State  of  Maryland  > 
and,  also,  Etban  Allen  Brown,  from  the  State 
of  Ohio,  severally  attended. 
•  JoBN  Branch,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  dav 
-of  March  last,  produced  his  credentials,  which 
were  read,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  ad- 
ministered to  him ;  and  the  oath  was  also  admin- 
istered to  Mr.  Willi ABI8,  whose  credentials  were 
read  yesterday  \  and  they  took  their  seats  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  wait  upon  the  Prebident,  and  inform  him  of 
the  organization  of  the  two  Houses,  and  their 
readiness  to  receive  any  communication  from  him, 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had  attended  to  the 
duties  assigned  them ;  and  that  the  President  was 
pleased  to  say,  that  he  would  communicate  with 
the  two  Houses,  by  Message,  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  Senate  will  mieet  at  twelve  o'clock  on  each 
day  of  its  session,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Mr.  Lanman  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

Resohedy  That  Moaotjoy  Bayly,  Doorkeeper  and 
Stiyeant-at-Arms  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
•nthorixed  to  employ  one  atsistant  and  two  hoiiet»  for 
the  parnose  of  performing  such  eernces  as  are  navally 
required  by  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  which  ex- 
pense shall  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole ;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall  this  resolu- 
tion be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  with  the  statements 
made  in  obedience  to  a  joint  "Resolution  re- 
quiring from  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  an  annual 
statement  of  the  expenditures  from  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  two  Houses,"  approved  March  1st, 
1823 ;  which  were  read. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONERS,  du. 

The  followinf^  communications,  received  from 
the  Secretary  ot  War,  were  read,  and  ordered, 
with  the  accompanying  papers,  to  be  printed : 

War  DiFABTMBiTT,  December  1,  18SS. 

8iK :  Agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  passed  on  the  let  of  March  last,  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  War  to  report,  during  the  first 
week  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  number 
•f  Revolutionary  pensioners  in  each  State,  at  this  time 
on  the  list,  and  the  amount  of  money  received  or  re* 
ceivable  in  each  State,  on  acc^^unt  of  RoToIutionary 
pensioners,  I  herewith  transmit  a  statement  showing 
the  number  of  each  pensioners  in  each  State  and  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  sum  receivable  an- 
nually in  each  on  account  of  said  pensioners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  J.  Gaillard, 

President,  pro  tern.  Senate  U  S. 


Statement  of  the  number  of  Pensioners^  and  the  sums 

receivable  by  them  in  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
lories  J  as  follows: 

Maine 1,308  $123,094 

New  Hampshire          -        -        -  886  85,684 

Massachosetts     -        .        .        .  1,677  176,660 

Connecticut        .        -        .        .  869  87,504 

Rhode  Island      -        -        -        -  S45  26,686 

Vermont 1,000  I0S,91S 

New  York          ....  2,048  302,446 

New  Jersey        -        -         -        -  423  44,208 

Pennsylvania      ....  947  98,688 

Delaware 27  2,736 

Maryland 222  23,184 

Virgtma 667  67,200 

North  Carolina  ....  236  23,520 

South  Carolina  -        .        -        -  111  1I,23S 

Georgia 42  4,608 

Kentucky 452  46,704 

East  Tennessee           ...  96  9,604 

West  Tennessee                  -        -  111  11,520 

Ohio 661  67,776 

Louisiana 3  288 

Indiana 106  10,464 

Illinois 14  1,344 

Missouri 7  816 

Alabama 9  1,008 

Mississippi          ....  8  9  IS 

Michigen 8  912 

Columbia 38  4,334 


Total 


13,961  f  1,334,788 


DSFABTHSVT  OF  WaK, 

March  3,  1823. 

8iB :  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
directing  the  *' Secretary  to  inform  the  Senate  of  the 
original  amount  of  a  judgment,  lately  obtained  by  the 
United  States,  in  the  district  court  of  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  against  Colonel  William  Da- 
ane,  and  what  credits  have  been  allowed  to  the  defend- 
ant since  the  date  of  the  judgment,  the  dates  of  sueh 
credits,  by  whom  givent  and  under  what  audxority,'^  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  reports  of  the 
Third  and  Fifth  Auditors,  which  furnish  the  informa- 
tion required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc.  i 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
To  the  Pkbsidbkt  of  the  SenaU  U,  S, 

The  resolution  directing  the  supply  of  newspa-| 
pers.  having  been  reported  by  the  committee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passedJ 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE.  ' 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  th 
President  of  the  United  States: 

FellaW'citizens  of  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives  : 

Many  important  subjects  will  claim  your  attentioi 
during  the  present  session,  of  which  I  shall  endear 
to  give,  in  aid  of  your  deliberations,  a  just  idea  in  i 
communication.    I  undertake  this  doty  with  diffiden 
from  the  vast  extent  of  the  interests  on  which  I  ha 
to  treat,  and  of  their  great  importance  to  every  porti 
of  our  Union.     I  enter  on  it  with  zeal,  from  a  th 
ough  conviction  that  there  never  was  a  period,  sin 
the  establiriinient  of  our  Revolution,  when,  vagardi 
the  condition  of  the  civiliied  worid,  and  its  bearing 
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PrtMiM^s  Ammal  MimoffB. 


Sbivats. 


»,  there  wts  grasler  neeemiij  fiirdeTOtion  in  the  pub- 
lic scntnte  to  their  Tespeetive  f!atiee,or  for  Tirtae,  pa- 
triotiRD,  tod  union,  in  onr  conetitaente. 

Meclinf  in  yon  a  new  CongreM,  I  deem  it  proper 
to  pretat  tfaie  riew  of  public  tfiain  in  greater  detail 
tban  might  otherwise  be  necesuiy.  I  do  it,  however, 
with  peculiar  satiafiiction,  from  a  knowledge  that,  in 
thif  respect*  I  ahall  comply  more  fully  with  the  sound 
principles  of  our  GoTernment.  The  people  being  with 
u  exdoiiTely  the  soTereign,  it  is  indispensable  that 
foil  information  be  laid  before  them  on  all  important 
nbjects,  to  enable  them  to  exercise  that  high  power 
with  complete  cfied.  If  k^t  in  the  dark,  Uiey  must 
be  incompetent  to  it.  We  are  all  liable  to  error,  and 
those  who  are  engaged  in  the  management  of  public 
tftiis  are  more  sabject  to  excitement,  and  to  be  led 
astrkj  bj  their  partiealar  interests  and  passions,  than 
the  great  body  of  oor  constituents,  who,  living  at 
bflme,  in  the  pursuit  of  tbeir  ordinary  avocations,  are 
calm  but  deeply  interested  spectators  of  events,  and  of 
the  eondott  oflthose  who  are  parties  to  them.  To  the 
people,  every  Department  of  the  Government,  and 
every  individual  in  each,  are  responsible,  and  the  more 
Ml  their  information,  the  better  they  can  judge  of  the 
wisdom  of  the  policy  pursued,  and  of  the  conduct  of 
eadi  in  regard  to  it.  From  their  dispassionate  jnJg- 
mant,  mach  aid  may  always  be'  obtained,  while  their 
approbation  wiH  form  the  greatest  incentive,  and  most 
gratifjing  reward,  for  wirtuous  actions,  and  the  dread 
of  tbeir  censure  the  beet  security  against  the  abase  of 
thsir  confidence.  Their  interests,  in  all  vital  ques- 
tbne,are  the  same,  and  the  bond  by  sentiment,  as 
well  u  by  interest,  will  be  proportionably  strengthened 
ai  they  are  better  informed  of  the  real  state  of  public 
tlEain,  especially  in  difficult  conjunctures.  It  is  by 
each  knowledge  that  local  prctjudices  and  jealousies 
»e  rarmonnteJ,  and  that  a  national  policy,  extending 
Ha  fostering  care  and  protection  to  aU  the  great  inter- 
tats  of  our  Union,  is  formed  and  steadily  adhered  to. 

A  precisB  knowledge  of  onr  relations  with  foreign 
Powers,  as  respects  otir  negotiations  and  transactions 
with  each,  is  thought  to  be  particularly  necessary. 
BqoaUy  necessary  Is  it,  that  we  should  form  a  just  es- 
tnnate  of  our  resources,  revenue,  and  progress  in  every 
hind  of  improvement  connected  with  the  national 
prospeiity  and  public  defonce.  It  is  by  rendering  jus- 
tice to  other  nations,  that  we  may  expect  it  from  them. 
U  ia  by  onr  ability  to  resent  injuries,  and  redress 
wna^  thai  we  may  awoid  them. 

The  Gesunissioners  under  the  fifth  article  of  the 
Traaty  of  Ghent,  hawing  disagreed  in  their  opinions 
respecting  that  portion  of  the  boundary  between  the 
lemtories  of  the  United  States  and  of  Great  Britain, 
the  establishment  of  which  had  been  submitted  to 
them,  have  made  their  respective  reports,  in  compli- 
ance with  that  article,  that  the  same  might  be  referred 
to  &e  decision  of  a  friendly  Power.  It  being  manifest, 
however,  that  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
for  any  Power  to  perform  that  office,  without  great 
deby  and  much  inconvenience  to  itself,  a  proposal  has 
been  made  by  this  Government,  and  acceded  to  by 
that  of  Great  Britain,  to  endeavor  to  establish  that 
boundary  by  amicable  negotiation.  It  appearing,  from 
kmg  experience,  that  no  satisfactory  arrangement  could 
be  formed  of  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
Waited  States  and  the  British  colonies  in  this  hemi^ 
■pherc,  by  legislative  acts,  while  each  party  pursued 
iU  owD  course,  without  agreement  or  concert  with  the 
^^r,  a  proposal  has  been  made  to  the  British  Govern-  J 


ment  to  regulate  this  commeroe  by  treaty,  as  it  fata 
been  to  arrange,  in  like  manner,  the  just  daim  ef  the 
eitiaens  of  the  United  Stetes  inhabiting  the  Stales  and 
Territories  bordering  on  the  lakes  siad  riven  wUeh 
empty  into  the  St  Lawrence,  to  the  navigation  of  that 
river  to  the  ocean.  For  these  and  other  ehfeels,  ef 
high  importenee  to  the  interests  of  both  partiee,  a 
negotiatiott  has  been  opened  with  the  British  Gov- 
ernment which,  it  is  hoped,  wiH  have  a  aatiefocteiy 
result. 

The  Commissioners  under  the  sazth  aad  seventh 
afftidea  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  having  sncceosfnlly 
dosed  their  labors  in  relation  to  the  aizlh,  have  pro- 
ceeded to  the  discharge  of  those  relating  to  the  seventh* 
Their  progresa  in  the  extensive  survey,  required  for 
the  performance  of  their  duties,  justifies  the  presump* 
tion  that  it  will  be  completed  in  the  ensuing  year. 

The  negotiation  which  had  been  long  depending 
with  the  French  Government  on  several  importent 
sutjecte,  and  particularly  for  a  just  indemnity  for 
losses  sustained  in  the  late  wars  by  the  eitiaens  of  the 
United  Stetes,  under  unjustifiabia  seimres  and  confie* 
cations  of  their  property,  haa  not,  as  yet,  had  the  de- 
sired eflect.  As  this  claim  leste  on  the  same  prindple 
with  others  which  have  been  admitted  by  the  French 
Government,  it  ia  not  perceived  on  what  just  ground 
it  can  be  rejeeted.  A  Miniater  will  be  imm^iatdj 
appointed  to  proceed  to  France,  and  resume  the  ne- 
gotiation on  this  and  other  sabjecte  which  may  ansa 
between  the  two  nations. 


At  the  proposal  of  the  Russian  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, made  through  the  Minister  of  the  Emperor  re- 
siding here,  a  full  power  and  instructions  have  been 
transmitted  to  the  Minister  of  the  United  Stetes  at  St. 
Petersburg,  to  arrange,  by  amicable  negotiation,  the 
respective  righte  and  intereste  of  the  two  nations  on 
the  north weet  coast  of  this  continent  A  similar  pro- 
posal had  been  made  by  His  Imperial  Majesty  to  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  which  has  likewise  been 
acceded  to.  The  Government  of  the  United  Statea 
has  been  desirous,  by  this  friendly  proceedings  of 
manifesting  the  great  value  which  they  have  invari- 
ably atteched  to  the  friendship  of  the  Emperor,  and 
their  solicitude  to  cultivate  the  best  understending 
with  his  Government.  In  the  discussions  to  wMoh 
this  interest  has  given  rise,  and  in  the  arrangeuM&te 
by  which  they  may  terminate,  the  ocoaaion  has  be«i 
judged  proper  for  asserting,  as  a  prindple  in  whidt 
the  righte  and  intereste  of  the  United  Stetea  are  ii^ 
volved,  that  the  American  continents,  by  the  free  and 
independent  condition  which  they  have  assumed  aad 
maintain,  are  henoefiirth  not  to  be  conaidered  aa  snb- 
jeote  for  future  colonisation  by  any  European  Power- 

l^nce  the  dose  of  the  laat  session  of  Congress,  the 
commissioners  and  arbitrators  for  ascerteining  and  de- 
termining the  amount  of  indemnification  which  may 
be  due  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  under  the  de- 
cision of  His  Imperial  Majeety  the  Emperor  of  Rus- 
sia, in  conformity  to  the  convention  conduded  at  St. 
Petersburg,  on  the  twelfth  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-two,  have  assembled  in  this  d^, 
and  organized  themselves  aa  a  board  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  assigned  to  them  by  that  treaty. 
The  commisdon  constituted  under  the  eleventh  artide 
of  the  treaty  of  twenty-second  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  between  the  United 
Stetes  and  Spain,  is  also  in  session  here  ;  and  aa  the 
term  of  three  years,  limited  by  the  treaty  for  the  exe- 
cution of  the  trust,  will  expire  before  the  period  of  the 


15 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


16 


Senate. 


PreMmf^s  Anwual  Message, 


December,  1823. 


neit  regular  meeting  of  Congress,  the  attention  of  the 
Legialatare  will  be  drawn  to  the  measures  which  may 
be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  objects  for  which  the 
commission  was  institated. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTes,  adopted  at  their  last  session,  instruc- 
tions have  been  given  to  all  the  Ministers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  accr^ited  to  the  Powers  of  Europe  and 
America,  to  propose  the  proscription  of  the  Airican 
slave  trade,  by  classing  it  under  the  denomination, 
and  inflicting  on  its  perpetrators  the  punishment  of 

Siiracy.  Should  this  proposal  be  acceded  to,  it  is  not 
oubted  that  this  odious  and  criminal  practice  will  be 
promptly  and  entirely  supnressed.  It  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  it  will  be  acceded  to,  from  a  firm  belief 
that  it  is  the  most  effectual  expedient  that  can  be 
adopted  for  the  purpose. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  recent  war  between 
France  and  Spain,  it  was  decfared  by  the  French 
Government  that  it  would  grant  no  commission  to 
privateers,  and  that  neither  the  commerce  of  Spain 
herself,  nor  of  neutral  nations,  should  be  molested  by 
the  naval  force  of  France,  except  in  the  breach  of  a 
lawful  blockade.  This  declaration,  which  appears  to 
have  been  faithfully  carried  into  effect,  concurring 
with  principles  proclaimed  and  cherished  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  from  the  first  establishment  of  their  inde- 
pendence, suggested  the  hope  that  the  time  had  ar- 
rived when  the  proposal  for  adopting  it  as  a  perma- 
nent and  invariable  rule  in  all  future  maritime  wars 
might  meet  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  great 
European  Powers.  Instructions  have  accordingly  been 
given  to  our  Ministers  with  France,  Russia,  and  Great 
Britain,  to  make  those  proposals  to  their  respective 
Governments ;  and,  when  the  friends  of  humanity  re- 
flect on  the  essential  amelioration  to  the  condition  of 
the  human  race,  which  would  result  from  the  aboli- 
tion of  private  war  on  the  sea,  and  on  the  great  facility 
by  which  it  might  be  accomplished,  requiring  only  the 
consent  of  a  few  sovereigns,  an  earnest  hope  is  in- 
dulged that  these  overtures  will  meet  with  an  atten- 
tion, animated  by  the  spirit  in  which  they  were  made, 
and  that  they  will  ultimately  be  successful. 

The  Ministers  who  were  appointed  to  the  Republics 
of  Colombia  and  Buenos  Ayres,  during  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  proceeded,  shortly  aiflerwards,  to 
their  destinations.  Of  their  arrival  there,  official  in- 
telligence has  not  yet  been  received.  The  Minister 
appointed  to  the  Republic  of  Chili  will  sail  in  a  few 
days.  An  early  appointment  will  also  be  made  to 
Mexico.  A  Minister  has  been  received  from  Colom- 
bia, and  the  other  Governments  have  been  informed 
that  Ministers,  or  diplomatic  agents  of  inferior  grade, 
would  be  received  from  each,  accordingly  as  they 
might  prefer  the  one  or  the  other. 

The  Minister  appointed  to  Spain  proceeded,  soon 
after  his  appointment,  for  Cadi3^  the  residence  of  the 
Sovereign  to  whom  he  was  accredited.  In  approach- 
ing that  port,  the  frigate  which  conveyed  him  was 
warned  off  by  the  commander  of  the  French  squadron, 
by  which  it  was  blockaded,  and  not  permitted  to  enter, 
although  apprised,  by  the  captain  of  the  frigate,  of  the 
public  character  of  the  person  whom  he  had  on  board, 
the  landing  of  whom  was  the  sole  object  of  his  pro- 
posed entry.  This  act,  being  considered  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  rights  of  ambassadors  and  of  nations,  will 
form  a  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the  Government 
of  France,  against  the  officer  by  whom  it  was  com- 
mitted. 


The  actual  condition  of  the  public  finances  more 
than  realizes  the  favorable  anticipations  that  were  en- 
tertained of  it  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress. On  the  first  of  January  there  was  a  balance  in 
the  Treasury  of  four  millions  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dol- 
lars and  fifty-five  cents.  From  that  time  to  the  thirtieth 
of  September,  the  receipts  amounted  to  upwards  of 
sixteen  millions  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
expenditures  to  eleven  millions  four  hundred  Uiousand 
dollars.  During  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year,  it  is 
estimated  that  the  receipts  will  at  least  equal  the  ex- 
penditures, and  that  there  will  remain  in  the  Treas- 
ury, on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  a  surplus  of 
nearly  nine  millions  of  dollars. 

On  the  first  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five, a  large  amount  of  the  war  debt,  and  a  part  of 
the  Revolutionary  debt,  become  redeemable.  Addi- 
tional portions  of  the  former  will  continue  to  become 
redeemable,  annually,  until  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-five.  It  is  believed,  however,  that,  if  the 
United  States  remain  at  peace,  the  whole  of  that  debt 
may  be  redeemed  by  the  ordinary  revenue  of  those 
years,  during  that  period,  under  the  provision  of  the 
act  of  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen, 
creating  the  Sinking  Fund ;  and  in  that  case  the  only 
part  of  the  debt  that  will  remain,  after  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-five,  will  be  the  seven  millions 
of  five  per  cent,  stock  subscribed  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  three  per  cent.  Revolutionary 
debt,  amounting  to  thirteen  millions  two  hundred  and 
ninety-six  thousand  and  ninety-nine  dollars  and  six 
cents,  both  of  which  are  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Government. 

The  state  of  the  Army,  and  its  organisation  and  dis- 
cipline, has  been  gradually  improving  for  several  years, 
and  has  now  attained  a  high  degree  of  perfection.  The 
military  disbursements  have  been  regularly  made,  and 
the  accounts  regularly  and  promptly  rendered  for  set- 
tlement. The  supplies  of  various  descriptions  have 
been  of  good  quality,  and  regulariy  issued  at  all  of 
the  posts.  A  system  of  economy  and  accountability 
has  been  introduced  into  every  branch  of  the  service, 
which  admits  of  little  additional  improvement.  This 
desirable  state  has  been  attained  by  the  act  reorgaoix- 
ing  the  staff  of  the  Army,  passed  on  the  fourteenth  of 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen. 

The  moneys  appropriated  for  fortifications  have  been 
regularly  and  economically  applied,  and  all  the  works 
advanced  as  rspidly  as  the  amount  appropriated  would 
admit.  Three  important  works  will  be  completed 
in  the  course  of  the  year;  that  ii,  Fort  Washington, 
Fort  Delaware,  and  the  fort  at  the  Rigolets,  in  Lou- 
iiiana. 

The  Board  of  Engineers,  and  the  Topographical 
corps,  have  been  in  constant  and  active  service,  in  sur- 
veying the  coast,  and  projecting  the  works  necessary 
for  its  defence. 

The  Military  Academy  has  attained  a  degree  of  per- 
fection in  its  discipline  and  instruction,  equal,  it  is 
believed,  to  any  institution  of  its  kind  in  any  country. 

The  money  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  Ordnance 
department  has  been  regularly  and  economically  ap- 
plied. The  fabrication  of  arms  at  the  national  armo- 
ries, and  by  contract  with  the  department,  has  been 
gradually  improving  in  quality  and  cheapness.  It  is 
believed  that  their  quality  is  now  such  as  to  admit  of 
but  little  improvement. 

The  completion  of  the  fortifications  renders  it  ne- 
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ctmvj  thai  there  shoald  be  a  saitable  appropriation 
lor  the  purpoce  of  fabricatug  the  cannon  and  carriages 
necesBary  for  thooe  works. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  five  thousand  dollars  for 
exploring  the  Western  waters  for  the  location  of  a  site 
for  a  Wcstero  armorj,  a  commission  was  institated, 
consisting  of  Colonel  McRee,  Colonel  Lee,  and  Cap- 
tain Talrotl,  who  haTe  been  engaged  in  exploring  the 
coontiy.  They  bnre  not  yet  reported  the  result  of 
iheir  labors,  but  it  is  believed  that  they  will  be  pre- 
pared  to  do  it  at  an  early  part  of  the  session  of  Con- 


Baring  the  month  of  June  last,  General  Ashley  snd 
bis  party,  who  were  trading  under  a  license  from  the 
Governmenr,  were  attacked  by  the  Ricarees  while 
peaceably  trading  with  the  Indians,  at  their  request. 
Several  of  the  party  were  killed  and  wounded,  snd 
their  property  taken  or  destroyed. 

(Jolonel  Leavenworth,  who  commanded  Fort  Atkin- 
uo,  at  the  Coandl  Blufis,  the  most  western  post, 
apprehending  that  the  hostile  spirit  of  the  Ricarees 
woold  extend  to  other  tribes  in  that  quarter,  and  that 
tbn«by  the  lire^  of  the  traders  on  the  Missouri,  and 
the  pesee  of  the  frontier,  would  be  endangered,  took 
immediate  mess  ares  to  check  the  evil. 

With  a  detachment  of  the  regiment  stationed  at  the 
Blufi,  he  snccessfnlly  atucked  the  Ricaree  village, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  such  an  impression  hss  been 
made  on  them,  as  well  as  on  the  other  tribes  on  the 
MiMOuri,  as  will  prevent  a  recurrence  of  future  hos- 
tility. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  is  here- 
with transmitted,  will  exhibit,  in  greater  detail,  the 
condition  of  the  department  in  its  various  branches, 
and  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  its  admin- 
istration, during^  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  year. 

I  transmit  a  return  of  the  militia  of  the  several 
Slates,  according  to  the  last  reports  which  have  been 
made  by  the  proper  officers  in  each,  to  the  Department 
of  War.  By  reference  to  this  returti,  it  will  be  seen 
that  it  is  not  complete,  although  great  exertions  have 
been  made  to  make  it  so.  As  the  defence,  and  even 
the  liberties  of  the  country,  must  depend,  in  times  of 
imminent  danger,  on  the  militia*  it  is  of  th^  highest 
importance,  that  it  he  well  organized,  armed,  and  dis- 
ciplined,  thronghont  the  Union.  The  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  shows  the  progress  made  during  the 
ihiee  first  quarters  of  the  present  year,  by  the  appli- 
catkn  of  the  fond  appropriated  for  arming  the  militia. 
Much  ^fiicnlty  is  found  in  distributing  the  arms  ac- 
cording to  the  act  of  Congress  providing  for  it,  from 
the  &il nre  of  the  proper  departments  in  many  of  the 
:$tat^,  to  make  regular  returns.  The  act  of  May  the 
twelfth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  pro- 
vides that  the  system  of  tactics  and  regulations  of  the 
various  corps  of  the  regular  Army,  shall  be  extended 
to  the  militia.  This  act  has  been  very  imperfectly 
executed,  from  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  militia,  proceeding  from  the  defects  of 
the  system  itself^  and  especially  in  its  application  to 
that  main  arm  of  the  public  defence.  It  is  thought 
that  this  unportant  snbject,  in  all  its  branches,  merits 
the  attention  of  Congress. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  is 
now  commonicated,  furnishes  an  account  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  that  department,  for  the  three  first 
quarters  of  the  present  year,  with  the  progress  made 
in  augmenting  the  Navy,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  vessels  in  commission  have  been  employed. 


The  usual  force  has  been  maintained  in  the  Medi- 
terranean sea,  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  along  the  Atlan- 
tic coast,  and  has  affiirded  the  necessary  protection  to 
our  commerce  in  those  seas. 

In  the  West  Indies  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  our 
naval  force  has  been  augmented,  by  the  addition  of 
several  small  vessels,  provided  for  by  the  **  act  author- 
izing an  additional  naval  force  for  the  auppression  of 
piracy,"  passed  by  Congress  at  their  laat  session. 
That  armament  haa  been  eminently  successful  in  the 
accomplishment  of  its  object  The  piracies  by  which 
our  commerce  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Island  of 
Cuba  had  been  afflicted,  have  been  repressed,  and 
the  confidence  of  our  merchants,  in  a  great  measure, 
restored. 

The  patriotic  zeal  and  enterprise  of  Commodore 
Porter,  to  whom  the  command  of  the  expedition  was 
confided,  has  been  fully  seconded  by  the  ofiScers  and 
men  under  bis  command.  And,  in  reflecting  with 
high  satisfaction,  on  the  honorable  manner  in  which 
they  have  sustained  tha  reputation  of  their  country 
and  its  Navy,  the  sentiment  is  alloyed  only  by  a  con- 
cern, that,  in  the  fulfilment  of  that  arduous  service, 
the  diseases  incident  to  the  season,  and  to  the  climate 
in  which  it  was  discharged,  have  deprived  the  nation 
of  many  useful  lives,  and  among  them  of  several 
officers  of  great  promise. 

In  the  month  of  August,  a  very  malignant  fever 
made  its  appearance  at  Thompson's  Island,  which 
threatened  the  destruction  of  our  station  there.  Many 
perished,  and  the  commanding  oflicer  was  severely 
attacked.  Uncertain  as  to  his  fate,  and  knowing  that 
most  of  the  medical  officers  had  been  rendered  inca- 
pable of  discharging  their  duties,  it  was  thought  ex- 
pedient to  send  to  that  post  an  officer  of  rank  and 
experience,  with  several  skilful  surgeons,  to  ascer- 
tain the  origin  of  the  fever,  and  the  probability  of 
its  recurrence  there  in  future  seasons;  to  furnish 
every  assistance  to  those  who  were  suffering,  and,  if 
practicable,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  abandoning  so 
important  a  station.  Commodore  Rodgers,  with  a 
promptitude  which  did  him  honor,  cheerfully  accepted 
that  trust,  and  has  discharged  it  in  the  manner  antici- 
pated from  his  skill  and  patriotism.  Before  his  arrival, 
Commodore  Porter,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  squad- 
ron, had  removed  firom  the  island,  and  returned  to  the 
United  States,  in  consequence  of  the  prevailing  sick- 
ness. Much  useful  information  has  however  been 
obtained,  as  to  the  state  of  the  island,  and  great  relief 
afforded  to  those  who  had  been  necessarily  left  there. 

Although  our  expedition,  co-operating  with  an  in- 
vigorated administration  of  the  government  of  the  Isl- 
and of  Cuba,  and  with  the  corresponding  active  exer- 
tions of  a  British  naval  force  in  the  same  seas,  have 
almost  entirely  destroyed  the  unlicensed  piracies  from 
that  island,  the  success  of  our  exertions  has  not  been 
equally  effectual  to  suppress  the  same  crime,  under 
other  pretences  and  colors,  in  the  neighboring  island 
of  Porto  Rico.  They  have  been  committed  there  un- 
der the  abusive  issue  of  Spanish  commissions.  At  an 
early  period  of  the  present  year,  remonstrancea  were 
made  to  the  Governor  of  that  island,  by  an  agent,  who 
was  sent  for  the  purpose,  against  those  outrages  on 
the  peaceful  commerce  of  the  United  States,  of  which 
many  had  occurred.  That  officer,  professing  his  own 
want  of  authority  to  make  satisfaction  for  our  just 
complaints,  answered  only  by  a  reference  of  them  to 
the  Government  of  Spain.  The  Minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  that  Court  was  specially  instructed  to 
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VLTge  the  necMtitj  of  the  immediato  and  effectual  in- 
terposition of  that  Government,  directing  reetitution 
and  indemnity  for  wrongi  already  committed,  and  in- 
terdicting the  repetition  of  them.  The  Minieier,  as 
has  been  seen,  was  debarred  access  to  the  Spanish 
Government,  and,  i«  the  mean  time,  severai  new  cases 
of  flagrant  outrage  have  occurred,  and  dtiiens  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico  have  saflbred, 
and  others  been  threatened  with  aanssination,  for  as- 
serting their  unquestionable  rights,  even  before  the 
lawful  tribunals  of  the  country. 

The  QBoal  orders  have  been  given  to  all  our  public 
ships,  to  seise  American  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  and  bring  them  in  for  adjudication,  and  I  have 
the  gratification  to  state,  that  not  one  so  employed  has 
been  discovered,  and  there  is  good  reason  to  believe 
that  our  flag  is  now  seldom,  if  at  all,  disgraced  by  that 
traffic. 

It  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction,  that  we  are  al- 
ways enabled  to  recur  to  the  conduct  of  our  Navy 
with  pride  and  commendation.  As  a  means  of  na- 
tional defence,  it  enjoys  the  public  confidence,  and  b 
steadily  sssuming  additional  importance.  It  b  sub- 
mitted, whether  a  more  efficient  and  equally  econom- 
ical organization  of  it  might  not,  in  several  respects, 
be  effected.  It  is  supposed  that  higher  grades  than 
now  exist  by  law,  would  be  useful.  They  would  af- 
ford well-merited  rewards  to  those  who  have  long  and 
faithfully  served  their  country ;  present  the  best  incen- 
tives to  good  conduct,  and  the  best  means  of  insuring 
a  proper  discipline ;  destroy  the  inequality  in  that  re- 
spect between  militury  and  naval  services ;  and  relieve 
our  officers  from  many  inconveniences  and  mortifica- 
tions, which  occur  when  our  vesseb  meet  those  of 
other  nations— ours  being  the  only  service  in  which 
such  grades  do  not  ezbt 

A  report  of  the  Postmaster  Genera],  which  accom- 
panies thb  communication,  will  show  the  present 
state  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  its  general 
operations  for  some  years  past. 

There  is  establbhed  by  law  eighty-eight  thousand 
six  hundred  miles  of  post  roads,  on  which  the  mail 
b  now  transported  eighty-five  thousand  seven  hundred 
miles ;  and  contracts  have  been  made  for  its  transporta- 
tion on  ail  the  established  routes,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions.  There  are  five  thousand  two  hundred 
and  forty  post  offices  in  the  Union,  and  as  many  post- 
masters. The  gross  amount  of  postage  which  accrued 
from  the  first  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-two,  to  the  first  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-three,  was  one  million  one  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty- 
five  dollars  and  twelve  cents.  During  the  same  pe- 
riod, the  expenditures  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
amounted  to  one  million  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars  and 
fifty-one  cents ;  and  consbted  of  the  following  items  : 
compensation  to  postmasters,  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars 
and  ninety-eight  cents;  incidental  expenses,  thirty 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  thir- 
ty-seven cents;  transportation  of  the  mail,  seven  hun- 
dred snd  eighty-four  thousand  six  hundred  dollars  and 
eight  cents ;  payments  into  the  Treasury,  four  hun- 
dred snd  twenty-three  dollars  and  eight  cents.  On 
the  first  of  July  last,  there  was  doe  to  the  Department, 
from  postmasters,  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  twenty- 
eight  cents;  from  late  postmasters  and  contractors, 


two  hundied  and  fifty-aiz  thousand  seven  hoiKln 
and  forty-nine  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents ;  makic 
a  total  amount  of  balances  due  to  the  DeparUnentf  i 
three  hundred  and  ninety-one  thousand  nine  hundrc 
and  ninety-four  dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents.  Thei 
balances  embrace  all  delinquencies  of  poetma»tero  an 
contractors,  which  have  taken  place  since  the  organ 
sation  of  the  Department.  There  was  due  by  Uie  Di 
partment  to  oontraetora  on  the  first  day  of  Jalj  las 
twenty-six  thousand  five  hundred  and  foriy-eighc  do 
lars  and  aixty-lbur  cents. 

The  transportation  of  the  mail,  within  five  yeai 
past,  has  been  greatly  extended,  and  the  expeodiUirc 
of  the  Department  proportionably  increased.  Althoog 
the  poatage,  which  has  accrued  within  the  last  thr« 
years,  has  follen  short  of  the  expenditures  two  hundre 
and  sixty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tvrenij-ofi 
dollars  and  forty-six  cents,  it  appears  that  collactioi] 
have  been  made,  from  the  outstanding  balances,  t 
meet  the  principal  part  of  the  current  demands. 

It  is  estimated  that  not  more  than  two  knndre 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  above  balances  ca: 
be  collected,  and  that  a  considerable  part  of  this  sat 
can  only  be  realised  by  a  resort  to  legal  prooeas.  8om 
improvement  in  the  receipts  for  postage,  b  expected,  j 
prompt  attention  to  the  collection  of  moneys  receive' 
by  postmasters,  it  is  believed,  will  enable  the  Depart 
ment  to  continue  its  operations  without  aid  from  th 
Treasury,  unless  the  expenditure  shall  be  increase 
by  the  eatabiishment  of  new  mail  routes. 

A  revbion  of  some  parts  of  the  post  office  lavr  ma; 
be  necessary ;  and  it  b  submitted,  whether  it  woqI 
not  be  proper  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  posi 
masters,  where  the  compensation  exceeds  a  certai 
amount,  by  nomination  to  the  Senate,  as  other  ofiScei 
of  the  G^eneral  Government  are  appointed. 

Having  communicated  my  views  to  Congress,  2 
the  commencement  of  the  last  session,  respecting  thi 
encouragement  which  ought  to  be  given  to  our  mao 
ufactures,  and  the  principle  on  which  it  should  b 
founded,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  those  views  remai 
unchanged,  and  that  the  present  state  of  those  coun 
tries  with  which  we  have  the  most  immediate  politico 
relations,  and  greatest  commercial  intercourse,  tend 
to  confirm  them.  Under  thb  impression,  I  recom 
mend  a  review  of  the  tarifi^  for  the  purpose  of  afibrd 
ing  such  additional  protection  to  those  articles  whic' 
we  are  prepared  to  manufacture,  or  which  are  mor 
immediately  connected  with  for  defence  and  indc 
pendence  of  the  country. 

The  actual  state  of  the  public  accounts,  furniahe 
additional  evidence  of  the  efficiency  of  the  present  sys 
tem  of  accountability,  in  relation  to  the  public  ezpen 
diture.  Of  the  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
since  the  fourth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundre 
and  seventeen,  the  sum  remaining  unaccounted  foi 
on  the  thirtieth  of  September  last,  b  more  than  a  mil 
lion  and  a  half  of  doUam  lass  than  on  the  thirtieth  o 
September  preceding ;  and  during  the  same  period, 
reduction  of  nearly  a  million  of  dollars  has  been  madi 
in  the  amount  of  the  unsettled  accounts  for  money 
advanced  previously  to  the  fourth  of  March,  one  tho« 
sand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen.  It  will  be  obviou 
that,  in  proportion  as  the  mass  of  accounts  of  the  latti 
description  is  diminbhed,  by  settlement,  the  difficull 
of  settling  the  residue  is  increased,  from  the  considers 
tion,  that,  in  many  instances,  it  can  bo  obtained  onll 
by  legal  process.  For  more  precise  detaib  on  thi 
subject,  I  refer  to  a  report  from  the  First  Comptrollc 
of  the  Treasury. 
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The  sum  wbkh  wu  appropriated  al  the  laat  leaaioii, 
hr  the  repair  of  the  Camberland  road,  haa  been  ap- 
plied with  good  effect  to  that  object.  A  final  report 
haa  not  bean  receired  from  the  agent  who  waa  ap- 
poioted  to  ■operintend  it  Ai  aoon  at  it  la  received, 
it  ahall  be  eommanicatcd  to  Congreaa. 

Bfanj  polnoCie  and  enlightened  citixena,  who  have 
made  the  eobject  an  object  of  particular  inveatigation, 
have  anggcflted  an  improvement  of  atill  greater  im- 
portance. They  are  of  opinion  that  the  watera  of  the 
Cheiapeeka  and  Ohio  maj  be  connected  together,  by 
ooe  ceotinned  canal,  and  at  an  expenae  far  short  of 
the  value  and  importance  of  the  object  to  be  obtained. 
If  thia  could  be  aoeompliahed,  it  is  imposaible  to  cal- 
cnlate  the  beaefioial  conae^nences  which  would  reanlt 
from  it.  A  great  portion  of  the  produce  of  the  very 
fertile  amntry  Ihrongh  which  it  will  paaa,  would  find 
a  maitei  through  that  channel.  Trobpa  might  be 
moved  with  great  facility  in  war,  with  cannon,  and 
every  kind  of  munition,  and  in  either  direction.  Con- 
aeeting  the  Atlantic  with  the  Western  country,  in  a 
line  passing  through  the  Seat  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, it  would  eoDtribnte  eiaentially  to  strengthen 
the  bond  of  union  itself.  Believing,  aa  I  do,  that 
Congreaa  have  the  right  to  appropriate  money  for  auch 
%  oatianal  object,  (the  jurisdiction  remaining  to  the 
dtatca  throngh  which  the  canal  would  paaa,)  I  submit 
it  to  your  consideration  whether  it  may  not  be  advis- 
able to  authorize,  by  an  adequate  appropriation,  the 
employment  of  a  suitable  number  of  the  officers  of  the 
eorpa  of  engineers,  to  examine  the  unexplored  ground, 
dunog  the  next  season,  and  to  report  their  opinion 
tbereoti.  It  will  likewise  be  proper  to  extend  their 
examinatioo  to  the  several  routes  through  which  the 
waters  of  the  Ohio  may  be  connected,  by  canals,  with 
tlMMe  of  Lake  Erie. 

As  the  Camberland  road  will  require  annual  re- 
pairs, and  CoogresB  have  not  thought  it  expedient  to 
recommend  to  the  States  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
sftUation,  kn  the  purpose  of  veating  in  the  United 
States  a  power  to  adopt  and  execute  a  system  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  it  is  also  submitted  to  your  con- 
sideration, whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  to  author- 
ize the  Executive  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  with 
the  acvcrai  States  through  which  the  road  passes,  to 
establish  tolls,  each  within  its  limits,  for  the  purpose 
of  deirajring^  the  expenae  of  future  repairs,  and  of  pro- 
viding, also,  by  auttable  penalties^  for  ita  protection 

against  fatue  injuries. 

The  ad  of  Congress  of  the  seventh  of  May,  one 
thonsand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  appropriated 
the  sum  of  tweaty-two  thonsand  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars for  tbe  parpose  of  erecting  two  piers  as  a  shelter 
for  vessels  firora  ice,  near  Gape  Henlopen,  Delaware 
Bay.  To  cflect  the  object  of  tbe  act,  the  offieera  of 
the  Board  of  Engineers,  with  Commodore  Bainfaridge, 
were  dirseted  to  prepare  plana  and  estimatea  of  piets 
voffident  to  answer  the  purpose  intended  by  the  act. 
It  appears  by  their  report,  which  accompanies  the  doc- 
umenufrom  the  War  Department,  that  the  appro- 
priation is  not  adequate  to  the  purpose  intended; 
axid,  aa  the  piers  would  be  of  great  service,  both  to 
the  navigition  of  the  Delaware  Bay,  and  the  protec- 
tion of  vesseb  on  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  coaat,  I 
snbmit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  whether 
and  aufficient  appropriation  ahould  not  be 


The  Board  of  Engiocers  were  alao  directed  to  ex- 
line  and  survey  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  the 


port  of  Presque  Isle,  in  Pennsylvania,  in  order  to 
make  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  removing  the  ob- 
structions to  the  entrance,  with  a  plan  of  the  best 
mode  of  effecting  the  same,  under  the  appropriation 
for  that  purpose,  by  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  of 
March  last.  The  report  of  the  board  accompaniea  the 
papera  from  the  War  Department,  and  is  submitted 
for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

A  strong  hope  has  been  long  entertained,  founded 
on  the  heroic  struggle  of  the  Greeks,  that  they  would 
succeed  in  their  contest,  and  resume  their  equal  ata- 
tion  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  It  is  believed  ' 
that  the  whole  cif  ilized  world  takes  a  deep  intereat  in  ' 
their  welfare.  Although  no  Power  has  declared  in 
their  favor,  yet  none,  according  to  our  information, 
haa  taken  part  against  them.  Their  cauae  and  their 
name  have  protected  them  from  dangers,  which  might, 
ere  thia,  have  overwhelmed  any  other  people.  The 
ordinary  calculations  of  interest,  and  of  acquiaition, 
with  a  view  to  aggrandizement,  which  mingle  so  much 
in  the  transactions  of  nations,  seem  to  have  had  no 
efiect  in  regard  to  them.  From  the  facts  which  have 
come  to  our  knowledge,  there  i^  good  cause  to  believe 
that  their  enemy  has  lost  forever  all  dominion  over 
them  ;  that  Greece  will  become  again  an  independent 
nation.  That  she  may  obtain  that  rank,  is  the  ob- 
ject of  our  most  ardent  wishes. 

It  was  stated  at  the  commencement  of  tbe  last  ses- 
sion, that  a  great  effort  was  then  making  in  Spain 
and  Portugal  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  people 
of  those  countries,  and  that  it  appeared  to  be  con- 
ducted with  extraordinary  moderation.    It  need  scarce- 
ly be  remarked,  that  the  reault  has  been,  so  far,  very 
different  from  what  was  then  anticipated.     Of  eventa 
in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  with  which  we  have  so 
much  intercourse,  and  from  which  we  derive  our  ori- 
gin, we  have  always  been  anxious  and  intereated  spec- 
tators.    The  citizens  of  the   United   States  cherish 
sentiments  the  most  friendly,  in  favor  of  the  liberty 
and  happiness  of  their  fellow-men  on  that  side  of  the 
Atlantic.    In  tbe  wars  of  the  European  Powers,  in 
mattera  relating  to  themselves,  we  have  never  taken 
any  part,  nor  doea  it  comport  with  our  policy  ao  to 
do.    It  ia  only  when  our  rights  are  invaded,  or  se- 
riously menaced,  Uiat  we  resent  injuries,  or  make 
preparation  for  our  defence.     With  the  movementa 
in  this  hemisphere,  we  artf,  of  necessity,  more  imme- 
diately connected,  and  by  causes  which  must  be  ob* 
vious  to  all  enlightened  and  impartial  observers.    The 
political  system  of  the  allied  Powers  is  esssentially 
different,  in  this  respect,  from  that  of  America.    This 
difference  proceeds  from  that  which  exists  in  their 
respective  Governments.    And  to  the  defence  of  our 
own,  which  has  been  achieved  by  the  loss  of  so  much 
blood  and  treasure,  and  matured  by  the  wisdom  of 
their  most  enlightened  citizens,  and  under  which  we 
have  enjoyed  unexampled  felicity,  this  whole  nation 
is  devoted.     We  owe  it,  therefore,  to  candor  and  to 
the  amicable  relations  existing  between  the  United 
States  and  those  Powers,  to  declare,  that  we  should 
consider  any  attempt  on  their  part  to  extend  their 
system  to  any  portion  of  this  b^^^'P^^^^i  ^s  danger- 
ous to  our  peace  and  safety.     With  the  existing  col- 
onies or  dependencies  of  any  European  Power,  we 
have  not  interfered,  and  shall  not  interfere.     But,  with 
the  Governments  who  have  declared  their  independ- 
ence, and  maintained  it,  and  whose  independence  we 
have,  on  great  consideration,  and  on  just  principles, 
acknowledged,  we  could  not  view  any  interposition 
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for  the  poipoie  of  oppretiing  tbcm,  or  cootrolUng,  in 
any  other  manner,  their  destiny,  by  any  European 
Power,  in  any  other  light  than  as  the  manifestation  of 
an  unfriendly  disposition  towards  the  United  States,  j 
In   the  war  between  those  new  Governments  and  i 
Spain,  we  declared  our  neutrality  at  the  time  of  their  ! 
recognition,  and  to  this  we  have  adhered,  and  shall  i 
continue  to  adhere,  provided  no  change  ahall  occur, ! 
which,  In  the  judgment  of  the  competent  authorities  I 
of  this  Government,    shall    make   a    corresponding  ' 
change,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  indispens- 
able to  their  security. 

The  late  events  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  show  that 
Europe  is  still  unsettled.     Of  this  Important  fact,  no  ' 
stronger  proof  can  be  adduced  than  that  the  allied 
Powers  should  have  thought  it  proper,  on  any  princi- 
ple satisfactory  to  themselves,  to  have  interposed,  by 
force,  in  the  Internal  concerns  of  Spain.    To  what 
extent  such  interposition  may  be  carried,  on  the  same 
principle,  is  a  question,  in  which  all  independent 
rowers,  whose  Governments  difler  from  theirs,  are 
interested ;  even  those  most  remote,  and  sorely  none  j 
more  so  than  the  United  States.    Our  policy,  in  regard 
to  Europe,  which  was  adopted  at  an  eariy  stage  ofHhe 
wars  which  have  so  long  agitated  that  quarter  of  the 
globe,  nevertheless  remains  the  same,  which  is,  not  to 
interfere  in  the  internal  concerns  of  any  of  its  Powers; 
to  consider  the  Government  de  facto  as  the  legitimate 
Government  for  us ;  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  with 
it,  and  to  preserve  those  relations  by  a  frank,  firm,  and 
manly  policy  ;  meeting,  in  all  instances,  the  just  claims 
of  every  Power;  submitting  to  injuries  from  none. 
But,  in  regsrd  to  those  continents,  circumstances  are 
eminently  and  conspicuously  different     It  is  impos- 
sible that  the  allied  Powers  should  extend  their  political 
system  to  any  portion  of  either  continent,  without  en- 
dangering our  peace   and  happiness;   nor  can  any 
one  believe  that  our  Southern  brethren,  if  left  to  them- 
selves, would  adopt  it  of  their  own  accord.     It  Is 
equally  impossible,  therefore,  that  we  should  behold 
such  interposition,  in  any  form,  with  indifference.    If 
we  look  to  the  compsrative  strength  and  resources  of 
Spain  and  those  new  Governments,  and  their  distance 
from  each  other,  it  must  be  obvious  that  she  can  never 
subdue  them.     It  is  still  the  true  policy  of  the  United 
States  to  leave  the  parties  to  themselves,  in  the  hope 
that  other  Powers  will  pursue  the  same  course. 

If  we  compare  the  present  condition  of  our  Union 
with  its  actual  state  at  the  close  of  our  Revolution,  the 
history  of  the  world  furnishes  no  example  of  a  pro- 
gress, in  improvement  in  all  the  important  circum- 
stances which  constitute  the  happiness  of  a  nation, 
which  bears  any  resemblance  to  it  At  the  first  epoch, 
our  population  did  not  exceed  three  millions.  By  the 
last  census,  it  amounted  to  about  ten  millions,  and, 
what  is  more  extraordinary,  it  is  almost  altogether  na- 
tive ;  for  the  emigration  from  other  countries  has  been 
inconsiderable.  At  the  first  epoch,  half  the  territory 
within  our  acknowledged  limits  was  uninhabited  and 
a  wilderness.  Since  then,  new  territory  has  been  ac- 
quired, of  vast  extent,  comprising  within  it  many 
rivers,  particularly  the  Mississippi,  the  navigation  of 
which  to  the  ocean  was  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  original  States.  Over  this  territory  our  population 
has  expanded  in  every  direction,  and  new  States  have 
been  established,  almost  equal  in  number  to  those 
which  formed  the  first  bond  of  our  Union.  This  ex- 
pansion of  our  population,  and  accession  of  new  States 
to  our  Union,  have  had  the  happiest  effect  on  all  its 


interests.  That  It  has  eminently  augments 
our  resources,  and  added  to  our  strength  and  respe< 
tability  as  a  Power,  is  admitted  by  all.  But  it  is  o< 
in  thMe  important  circumstances  only  that  this  hsppj 
eflect  is  felt  It  is  manifest  that,  by  enlarging  Ui 
basis  of  our  system  and  increasing  the  number  < 
States,  the  system  itself  has  been  greatly  strengthene 
in  both  its  branches.  Consolidation  and  disnnio, 
have  thereby  been  rendered  equally  impracticable.  £ac 
Government,  confiding  in  its  own  strength,  has  i« 
to  apprehend  from  the  other;  and,  in  consequeoo 
each  enjoying  a  greater  freedom  of  action,  is  rende re 
more  efficient  for  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  ii 
stituted.  It  is  unneeessary  to  treat,  here,  of  the  vai 
Improvement  made  in  the  system  itsell^  by  the  adoi 
tlon  of  this  Constitution,  and  of  its  happy  effect  i 
elevating  the  character,  and  in  protecting  the  righu  i 
the  nation,  as  well  as  of  Individuala.  To  what  the 
do  we  owe  these  blessings  ?  It  is  known  to  all  tbi 
we  derive  them  from  the  exoellenoo  of  oar  institution 
Ought  we  not  then  to  adopt  every  measure  which  ms 
be  neceasary  to  perpetuate  them  ? 

JAMES  MONROE. 
W ABminBTow J  December  ^y  18S3. 

The  Message  and  accompany iog  documeDl 
were  read,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Holmes,  ( 
Maine,  fifteen  hundred  copies  thereof,  and  fiftee 
hundred  additional  copies  of  the  Message,  wei 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Weonesday,  December  3. 

The  resolution  authorizing  Mountjoy  Bayly  i 
employ  an  assistant  and  horses  for  the  use  of  tfa 
Senate,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  U 
consideration: 

Reaohed,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  Friday  next,  i 
twelve  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  i\ 
standing  committees  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Die  KERB  ON  submitted  the  following  motic 
for  consideration: 

Retoivcdr  That  a  committee  of  three  members  I 
appointed,  who,  with  three  members  of  the  House 
Representatives,  to  be  appointed  by  that  House,  sbi 
have  the  direction  of  the  money  appropriated  to  tl 
purchase  of  books  and  maps,  for  the  use  of  the  ti 
Houses  of  Congress. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Friday. 


Fbiday,  December  5. 

John  H.  Eaton,  from  the  Sute  of  Tennesse 
James  D'Wolp,  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Uh\ 
and  Providence  Plantations;  and  Ninian  E 
WARDS,  from  the  State  of  Illinois,  sererally  : 
tended. 

Andrew  Jackson,  appointed  a  Senator  by  t 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  for  the  tei 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day 
March  fast,  produced  his  credentials,  was  qualifi< 
and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  t 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  1st  of  Mar 
last,  furnishing  the  information  required  in  rei 
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tioo  ^*  to  the  amoant  of  interest  received  or  receiv- 
ible  in  each  State  on  the  pablic  debt ;  the  amouiit 
of  dividends  paid  or  i>ayaole  in  each  State  by  the 
Baok  of  the  United  States ;  all  in  reference  to  the 
year  1823;  and  the  amount  of  duties  on  tonnage 
and  import;,  received  during  the  year  ending  on 
(he  39th  September,  1823  ;  and  the  amount  of  the 
direct  taxes  still  due  and  unpaid  in  each  State  of 
the  United  States."  The  report  and  accompanying 
docoments  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lanman, 

Eaoktd,  unamimousiy,  That  the  memberi  of  the 
Senate  wear  tfaa  naoftl  moaminff,  for  thir^  days,  aa  a 
nvk  of  nfpaet  to  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Elijab 
BoAUMAS,  a  Senator  from  Connecticut,  who  haa  de- 
eeaMd  aaee  the  laat 


n. 


The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  for  the  appoint- 
meat  of  the  Standing  Committees  of  the  House ; 
aad  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned Qotil  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration,  wrhtch  was  read : 

KoeM,  That  five  peraona  shall  be  choaen,  by  bal- 
lot of  dte  Senate,  on  the day  of  each  aeaeion, 

vho  ihill  act  as  chairmen  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Kelttions,  of  Finance,  of  Commerce  and  Mannfac- 
nirei,  Mihtaiy  AfEura,  and  of  the  Judiciary,  aa  the 
penoM  dected  may  themaeWea  arrange ;  and  aa  early 
I*  frractieaUe  thereafter  they  ahall  appoint  four  mem- 
ken,  to  Krre  in  each  of  aaid  committeea  ;  and  proceed 
ii»  to  appoint  the  reat  of  the  committeea,  repaired  by 
the  thirtMih  tole  for  conducting  buaineas  in  the  Sen- 
ale,  and  make  report  thereof  to  the  Senate. 

Ordtrtd,  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 
Mr.  Babboub  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration  ;  which  was  read  : 

Rtsohxd,  That  all  committeea  be  appointed  hy  the 
prefiding  officer  of  thie  Hooae,  anieas  apedally  ordered 
Mhcrwiae  by  the  Senate. 

Ordtrtd^  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
n^olQiioQ  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  Library 
Committee,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  8. 

RtcBABD  M.  Johnson,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  L^islafnre  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  for  the 
lenn  of  six  yean,  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of 
Much  last,  stated,  that  he  had  neglected  bringing 
}iB  credeotiala  with  him,  expecting  they  would  be 
f'^rwarded  by  the  proper  authority  of  the  State, 
i'^d  which  he  still  supposed  would  speedily  be 
(io&e:  Whereupon,  the  oath  prescribed  by  law 
i^aa  idauaistered  to  him,  and  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  Seaate. 

The  Seaate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
>obaitted  the  third  insUnt,  for  the  appointment 
0^  (he  Standing  Committeea ;  and  it  was  ordered 
:o  lie  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Baton,  on  Friday 
|5<  was  taken  up  for  consideration.  It  provided 
i^r  the  choice,  bv  ballot,  of  five  members,  to  act 
i^  ehainnen  of  the  fire  moat  important  commit- 


tees, with  power  to  fill  up  their  own,  and  select 
the  members  of  the  remaining  committees.  Mr. 
Barbour  proposed  to  amend  Mr.  Eaton's  reso- 
lution, so  as  to  give  the  power  of  appointing  com- 
mittees to  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate. 
This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolu- 
tioiK  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

[The  Rule  of  the  Senate  has,  heretofore,  been 
to  elect  its  Standing  Committees,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  each  session,  by  ballot.  Inconve- 
niences have  been  found  to  attend  this  mode  of 
election  ;  and  it  is  now  proposed  that  the  Senate 
adopt  the  practice  of  the  Hous^  of  Representatives, 
and  give  tne  selection  of  its  Standing  Committees 
to  the  presiding  officer.] 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statea  : 

By  the  act  of  the  laat  acaaion  of  Congreea,  it  waa 
made  the  doty  of  the  accounting  officera  of  the  Trea- 
aury  to  adjust  and  aettle  the  accounta  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
on  principles  of  equity  and  juattce,  aubject  to  the  revi- 
aion  and  final  decision  of  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
States.  The  accounting  officera  haTo,  in  compliance 
with  thia  act,  reported  to  me  a  balance  of  $36,190,  in 
favor  of  Governor  Tompkina,  which  report  I  have  had 
under  consideration,  together  with  hia  claim  to  an  ad- 
ditional allowance,  and  ahould  have  decided  on  the 
aame  before  the  preaent  time,  had  I  not  delayed  my 
deciaion  at  hia  requeat.  From  l^e  view  which  I  have 
taken  of  the  subject,  I  am  aatiafied,  conaidering  all  the 
circumatancea  of  the  case,  that  a  larger  aum  ought  to 
be  allowed  him  than  that  reported  by  the  accounting 
officera  of  the  Treaanry.  No  appropriation,  however, 
having  been  made  by  the  act,  and  it  appearing,  by 
recent  information  from  him,  that  the  aum  reported 
would  afford  him  an  eeaential  accommodation  at  thia 
time,  the  aubject  is  aubmitted  to  the  consideration  of 
Coogreaa,  with  a  view  to  that  object. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAaaiHOTOs  Citt,  Dee.  7,  1828. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  after  the  conside- 
ration of  Executive  business,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  December  9. 
The  resolution  to  amend  the  thiHy-fitst  rule  for 
conducting  business  in  the  Senate,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed,  as  follows : 

JUiohed,  That  the  Slat  rule  for  conducting  buaineaa 
in  the  Senate  be  ao  amended  aa  to  read :  All  commit- 
teea ahall  be  appointed  by  tha  preaiding  officer  of  this 
Houae,  unleaa  apecially  ordered  otherwiae  by  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Reeohed,  That  a  aelect  committee  be  appointed  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwiae. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Reeoived^  That  a  aelect  committee,  of  five  members, 
be  appointed,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aboliab- 
ing  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 
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December,  18S 


Mr.  Macon  presented  the  petition  of  Hanson 
Kelly,  praying  the  payment  of  his  account  for  ra- 
tions furnished  the  United  States,  agreeablv  to  his  j 
contract  with  Beverly  Daniel,  marshal  of  tne  Dis-  I 
trict  of  North   Carolina ;  and  the  petition  was , 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbodr,  it  was  agreed, 
that  the  Standing  Committees  be  now  appointed : 
Whereupon,  the  following  Committees  were  ap- 
pointed: 

On  Foreign  Reiatione, — Messrs.  Barboor,  King  of 
New  York,  Macon,  Jackson,  and  Elliott 

On  Finance* — Measri.  Smith,  Macon,  King  of  New 
York,  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  Lowrie. 

On  Commerce  and  Manufactures, — Messrs.  Dick- 
erson,  Kuggles,  D*Wolf,  Fiodlay,  and  Llojd  of  Mass. 

On  Military  Affairs* — Messrs.  Jackson,  Benton, 
Chandler,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Johnson  of  Kentucky. 

OnikeMiiaia.'^Ueun.  Chandler,  Findlay,  Knight, 
Branch,  and  Bell. 

On  Nmiat  Affairs, — Messrs.  Lloyd  of  Massachasetts, 
Williams,  Parrott,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  and  Hayne. 

On  PiMic  Lands, — Messrs.  Barton,  Thomas,  Wil- 
liams, Eaton,  and  Lowrie. 

On  Indian  ^.^otrv.— Measrs.  Benton,  Edwards  of 
Illinois,  Johnson  of  Looisiana,  Elliott,  and  Edwards  of 
Connecticut. 

On  Claims, — Messrs.  Boggles,  Holmes  of  Missis- 
sippi, Palmer,  Bell,  and  McIWaine. 

On  the  Judiciary. — Messrs.  Van  Buren,  Holmas  of 
Maine,  Talbot,  Brown  of  Ohio,  and  Seymour. 

On  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads^^Mtasn.  I«an- 
man,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Knight,  and  Mclkatne. 

On  Pensions, — Messrs.  Noble,  Talbot,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  Lanman,  and  Branch. 

On  the  District  of  Columbia. — Messrs.  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Barbour,  Noble,  Baton  and  Parrott. 

Of  Accounts. — Messrs.  Seymour,  Edwardaof  Con- 
necticut, and  Hayne. 

On  the  Library* — Messrs.  Dickersoa,  Elliott,  and 
WillUms. 


Wednesday,  December  10. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Hon.  James 
Brown,  (recently  appointed  Mioister  to  France,) 
resiffnin^  his  seat  in  the  Senate ;  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  the  President  of 
the  Senate  was  requested  to  give  notice  of  this 
resignation  to  the  EUecutive  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana. 

Mr.  Barbour  stated  that  sandry  claims^  for  ad- 
vances during  the  late  war,  had  existed  in  favor 
of  the  State  of  Virginia,  against  the  General 
Government,  the  principal  part  of  which  had  been 
allowed  by  the  department  to  which  belonged  the 
adjustment  of  such  claims;  but,  as  there  were 
still  several  items  of  the  account  which  the  ac- 
counting cheers  did  not  think  It  within  their  pro- 
vince to  allow,  he  had  been  instructed  to  endeavor 
to  obtain  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress  in  re- 
lation to  these  claims.  He«  therefore,  submitted 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  and  laid 
over  for  consideration : 

Resolved,^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AiEura 


be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pat 
ing  a  lawy  authorizing  the  proper  department  to  m 
tie,  on  equitable  terms  the  claims  of  Virginia  again 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  ariitng  fra 
advances  made  by  Virginia  during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  had  ma< 
a  fruitless  attempt,  at  the  last  session,  to  obta 
information  through  a  committee,  concerning  il 
expediency^  of  a  new  organization  of  the  judicial 
powers  ol  the  country — that  the  measure  w; 
then  thought  to  be  premature ;  but  recent  even 
had  proved  that  it  was  not  so.  He  thought  it  tl 
duty  of  Congress  to  remedy  the  defect  which  1 
believed  to  exist  in  this  department  of  the  Groverl 
ment — ^that  tremendous  evils  might  result  to  tl 
country,  from  the  powers  imparted  toils  judiciar 
when  a  whole  State,  and  a  State  that  had  alwa) 
been  loyal  to  the  Government,  might  be  convulsi 
to  its  very  centre  by  a  judicial  decision.  He  di 
not  mean  these  remarks  as  reflecting  upon  tfc 
conduct  of  the  judges,  for  he  believed  them  to  ] 
highly  enlightened  and  intellig^ent.  But  whatev* 
degree  of  talent  or  integrity  mi|;ht  be  possessed  b 
the  judges,  Mr.  J.  said  he  considered,  in  this  cas 
only  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  and  their  respoos 
bility.  Some  remedy  for  the  defect  to  which  h 
had  alluded,  he  believed  must  ere  Ions  be  adoptei 
to  preserve  the  purity  of  our  political  institutioo 
Mr.  J.  then  offered  the  following  resolution,  whic 
was  read,  and  laid  over  for  consideration : 

Resokedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  indiciary  I 
instructed  to  ioqaire  into  the  expediency  of  formic 
and  constituting  three  additionaljudictalcircoitsy  to  1 
added  to  the  present  number,  with  an  additional  jad| 
to  each,  vis :  one  to  be  oompoaedof  the  States  of  TeJ 
nessee  and  Alabama ;  one  of  Mississippi  and  Louif 
ana,  and  one  of  Illinois  and  Missouri— also,  to  ioqoL 
into  the  expediency  of  ameoding  the  law  respectia 
the  Judiciary  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  require 
concurrence  of  at  least  seven  judges  in  any  opinio; 
which  may  involve  the  validity  of  the  laws  of  the  Uq 
ted  States,  or  of  the  States  respectively. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  submitted  the  following  mouc 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointee 
who,  with  a  committee  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  < 
the  House  of  Representatives,  shall  make  such  distr 
tribotion  of  the  rooms  of  the  centre  building  of  tli 
Capitol,  as  the  business  and  convenience  of  the  ta 
Houses  of  Congress  may  require. 

Mr.  LowBiB  presented  the  petition  of  Williai 
Hill,  stating  that,  being  confined  in  the  jail  of  A 
le^any  county,  by  virtue  of  a  process  from  tl 
District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  wes 
em  district  of  Pennsylvania,  he  has  applied  f< 
the  benefit  of  the  act  of  Congress,  of  January  6tl 
1800 ;  but  that,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  judg 
who  has  been  advised  to  remove  to  a  warin< 
climate,  as  the  only  means  of  preserving  his  lif 
he  cannot  avail  himself  of  the  provisions  of  sai 
act ;  and  pray  ins  relief.  The  petition  was  reai 
and  referred  to  tne  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  LowRiB  presented  the  (petition  of  Jonatha 
H.  Lambdin,  stating  that,  owing  to  the  at»eQ( 
of  the  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  Unite 
Statea  for  the  weaiero  district  of  Pennsylvania,  h 
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IS  preFentcd  from  availing  himself  of  the  provi- 
sioDs  of  the  act  of  Janaary  6th  1800,  for  the  ben- 
dt  of  debtors  confined  in  jail ;  and  praying  relief. 

The  petition  was  read,  and  relerred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  of  Abraham 
V.  Matsoo,  stating  that,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  (he  western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  he  can* 
not  arail  himself  of  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  Jaauary  6th,  1800,  and  must  remain  in  close 
coQfiaemeat  until  the  return  of  the  judge,  or  the 
appointment  of  his  successor ;  and  praying  relief. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee 00  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DicKEBsoN  presented  the  petition  of  Fred- 
enck  W,  Smith,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  stating  that,  whilst  employed  on 
board  the  sloop  of  war  Ontario,  he  lost  overboard, 
is  a  gale  of  wind,  a  pocket-book,  containing 
moDev  and  vouchers  to  the  amount  of  eight  huo- 
ited  dollars ;  that  he  has  been  thereby  prevented 
from  adjusting  his  accounts  at  the  proper  depart- 
ment ;  and  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  for  his 
relief.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the 
memorial  of  Henry  Gray  and  William  Ora]|r,  of 
B(»ton,  repreaeotioff  that  they  have  sustained 
great  loss  by  the  illegal  condemnation  of  their 
vessel  and  cargo,  at  Porto  Rico ;  that,  in  the  cap- 
ture of  the  same,  their  private  rights  have  been 
inraded,  and  the  flag  and  Hutbority  of  the  United 
States  contemned ;  and  praying  the  adoption  of 
sneh  mcasores  as  may  secure  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen, and  lend  to  the  safety  of  the  future  commerce 
of  the  ooQBtry.  The  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afibirs. 

Mr.  Baeton  presented  the  petition  of  Eleanor 
Tansy,  stating  that  her  son,  a  private  in  the  corps 
of  Hissoari  Ranger9,  during  the  late  war,  receiv- 
ed a  wottnd,  of  which  he  died,  leaving  the  peti- 
tioner anaUe,  from  age  and  infirmity,  to  procure 
isubsislence  by  her  own  exertions ;  and  praying 
a  pension.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  i\ie  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  ninth  instant,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  which  was 
amended,  and  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

^2eso/mi  Thai  a  select  oommiitee^  of  five  members, 
Ktppoiiiled  OQ  Roada  and  Canals,  with  leave  to  re- 
tort bj  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Baowrv,  Eowabda,  of  Illinois,  Palmer, 
SirrH,  and  MoIlvaine,  were  appointed  the  said 

wmmiliec. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ooiioo  of  the  ninth  instant,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  select  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
^cy  of  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  and 
^reed  thereto;  and'Messrs.  Jobmson,  of  Kentucky, 
^nos,  Van  Buhen,  Holubs,  of  Maine,  and 
ecu.!  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Baaroii  gave  notice,  that,  to-morrow,  he 
uoald  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  reaolotton  pro- 


posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as 
concerns  our  relations  with  foreign  Powers,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  so 
much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  was  refened  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dickerbon,  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  tne  President  of  the  United  States  as 
relates  to  commerce,  and  to  the  encouragement 
which  ought  to  be  given  to  manufactures,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

ELECTION  OF  CHAPLAINS. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Hotise  of 
Representatives,  informing  the  Senate  of  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  in  the  resolutions  from  the 
Senate,  for  a  joint  committee  on  enrolled  bilk^ 
and  for  the  appointment  of  two  Chaplains  of  dif- 
ferent denominations;  and  that  the  House  had 
made  choice,  on  their  part,  of  the  Rev.  Hekrt 
B.  Bascom,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
as  their  Chaplain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Houhes,  of  Maine,  the  Sen- 
ate then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Chaplain 
on  their  part.  On  the  first  ballot,  no  choice  was 
made,  the  votes  being  as  follows: 

whole  number  38 ;  necessary  to  a  choice  20. 
Rev.^r.  Staughton  -  -  -  -  17 
Rev.  Mr.  Mcllvaioe      ....      9 

Rev.  Mr.  Post 8 

Rev.  Mr.  Allen 4 

On  the  second  balloting,  the  votes  were  as  fol- 
lows : 
Whole  number  39 ;  necessary  to  a  choice  20. 
Rev.  Dr.  Staughton      -        -        -        -    22 
Rev.  Mr.  Mcllvaine      ....      8 

Rev.  Mr.  Post 7 

Rev.  Mr.  Allen 2 

And  the  Rev.  Dr.  Staughton  was  declared  to 
be  elected  Chaplain  of  the  Senate,  for  the  present 
session. 


Thdasday,  December  11. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Rewlved,  That  the  Committee  on  Fioanee  be  in- 
stmctad  to  inqnire  whether  any  further  proTuiions  are 
necessary  to  prevent  firaods  on  the  revenae,  on  the 
Eastern  frontier  of  the  United  SUtes. 

Mr.  Barton  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  making  further  provis* 
ions  by  law  for  the  fioal  decision  of  incomplete  titles 
to  lands  held  under  the  authority  of  France  or  Spain, 
in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

And  also,  into  the  expediency  of  making  farther 
provision  by  law  to  perfect  the  titles  to  lands  loeated 
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by  virtue  of  wainiiU  issued  ooder  the  act  of  Congraast  | 
of  the  17th  of  February,  1815,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New 
Madrid,  in  the  Miasoori  Territory,  who  suffered  by 
earthquakes." 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Ruokftd,  That  the  Committee  on  Miliuiy  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing the  settlement,  on  principles  of  equity,  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  late  Robert  Seacy,  Paymaster  for  West 
Tennessee,  in  the  years  1816,  1817,  and  1818,  and  of 
extending  to  him  such  other  and  fiirther  relief  as  to 
said  Committee  he  may  seem  to  be  entitled. 

Mr.  Barton  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  the 
daim  of  Samuel  Gilbert,  of  the  8tate  of  Miasonri,  for 
property  taken  from  him,  by  the  Sac  Indians,  in  1815, 
after  they  had  notice  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great 
Britaio,  but  before  the  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded 
with  those  Indians,  in  1816,  by  the  second  article  of 
which,  they  were  bound  to  restore  that  property ;  but 
were  afterwards  released,  by  the  United  States,  from 
thst  obligation. 

Mr.  Haynb  save  notice  that,  on  Monday  next, 
he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution  pro- 
posing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  so  as  to  secure  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
by  the  Electors,  and  to  prevent  those  elections 
from  devolving,  in  any  event,  on  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  RuGOLEs  presented  the  petition  of  J.  L. 
Skinner,  stating  that  he  became  interested  in  a 
contract,  entered  into  by  the  Government  with 
one  George  Paul,  for  the  construction  of  a  part  of 
the  Cumberland  Road,  at  a  stipulated  price  per 
mile;  that,  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the 
work,  the  mode  of  constructing  it  was  materially 
varied  by  the  Superintendent,  by  which  he  has 
been  subjected  to  great  additional  expense;  for 
which,  and  other  departures  from  the  contract,  he 
prays  compensation.  The  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
S.  McPherson,  a  Master  Commandant  in  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  representing  that, 
owing  to  the  loss  of  his  portable  writing  desk, 
containing  his  vouchers  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  moneys  placed  in  his  hands,  stolen  by  a 
certain  Thomas  Wingate,  and  for  which  the  said 
Wingate  has  been  tried  and  found  guilty,  he  has 
been  prevented  from  settling  his  accounts,  and 
praying  the  passage  of  an  act  for  his  relief.  The 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  Israel  T. 
Canby,  executor  of  Ann  Sprigs,  praying  com- 
pensation for  a  waeon  and  four  horses  impressed 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the 
late  war  with  Ghreat  Britain.  The  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Van  Burbn  presented  the  petition  of  Ar- 
ebibald  Gmeie,  of  New  York,  stating  that  prop- 


erty belonging  to  the  petitioner  was  seized  by  iht 
French,  at  Hamburg,  m  the  year  1807 ;  that  th« 
capture  was  without  ground,  and  that  the  prop^ 
perty,  without  any  trial,  or  civil  process  whatever^ 
was  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  the  French 
Government ;  that  the  claim  is  one  of  a  nature  the 
most  manifest,  and  praying  the  assistance  of  the 
Grovernment  to  obtain  its  allowance ;  which  pe^ 
tit  ion  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreigol 
Relations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  so  much  of  the  Mes^ 
sage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  th^ 
2d  instant,  as  relates  to  the  revenue  and  finances 
of  the  United  States,  was  referred  to  the  Commit^ 
tee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Chandler,  so  much  of  the! 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  2d  instant,  as  relates  to  the  militia,  was  refer- 
red to  the  Coounittee  on  the  Militia. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  a  communication  from 
the  Governor  of  Virginia,  on  the  subject  of  the 
claim  of  that  State  for  advances  during  the  late 
war ;  which  was  read. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Kentucky,  instructing  the  Committee  oo 
the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  cfi 
establishing  three  new  judicial  districts ;  and  of 
requiring  the  united  opinion  of  seven  Judges,  odi 
any  question  involving  the  validity  of  a  law  ofl 
the  United  States,  or  of  the  States,  respectively, 
was  again  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  resolution  was 
so  amended  as  to  require  that,  in  the  cases  contem- 
plated in  the  latter  part  of  this  resolution,  the 
opinions  of  the  judges  should  be  given  separately, 
and  recorded.  The  resolution  was  then,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Eaton,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  submitted  yesterday,  for  the  appointmeDt 
of  a  joint  committee  to  distribute  the  rooms  io  the 
centre  building  of  the  Capitol,  and  agreed  thereto ; 
and  Messrs.  Dickerson,  D'Wolf,  and  Lloyd,  of 
Maryland,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

In  pursuance  of  notice  ffiven  yesterday,  Mr. 
Benton  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the 
following  resolution,  which  passed  to  a  second 
reading,  and  was  ordered  to  be  printed : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  qf  Re/fresenta- 
tives  of  the  united  States  of  America^  in  Congrca 
assembledfttoo'tkirds  of  both  Bouses  eoneurring.  That 
the  following  amendanent  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  Stales,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legtfla- 
tures  of  three-lburths  of  the  whole  number  of  Sutes. 
shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of 
the  said  Constitution : 

That,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  each  Stats  shall 
be  divided,  by  the  Legislature  thereof,  into  a  number 
of  districts  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senatora  and 
Representatives  to  which  such  State  may  be  entitled 
in  the  Congress;  oaeh  dbtrict  shall  be  composed  of 
contiguous  territory,  and  shall  contain,  as  nearly  as 
may  be^  an  eqnal  number  of  persona  entitled,  by  the 
I  Constitution,  to  be  represented,  and  on  such  dsya  as 
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CMgrciifhill  delermine,  which  dajsthalJ  ht  the  Mme 
throaghoiit  the  United  Sutes,  the  citiiene  of  each 
Sute,  who  Dij  be  qoalified  to  vote  for  a  Repreienta- 
tiTe  in  CoBgreo,  shall  meet  at  auch  places  within  their 
leipectiTe  districts  as  the  Legislature  of  each  Sute 
sbail  appoint;  and  each,  in  bis  proper  person,  shall 
rote  for  Prriident  and  Vice  President,  one  of  whom, 
at  the  letft,  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  aame 
Sute  with  hifflsrlf ;  and  separate  triplicate  lists  shall 
be  kept  of  sll  the  Totersy  and  of  all  the  votes  given  for 
eifii  peraoo  as  President,  and  for  each  as  Vice  Presi- 
ileat    All  the  votes,  so  given  in  each  district,  shall  be 
ooileetcd  forthwith,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature 
of  the  Slate  n^y  direct,  at  some  one  convenient  place 
within  the  district ;  and  the  votes  given  for  each  can- 
didtte  dull  be  added  together,  and  the  person  having 
ih«  gruleft  nondMr  of  votes  for  President,  and  the 
ooe  hsvinf  the  greateat  number  of  votes  for  Vice  Pre* 
sdeot,  ihall  be  certified  as  duly  preferred  in  aaid  dis- 
thct,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote  each  for  the  re- 
t^iiye  offices  for  which  they  are  candidates ;  bat,  if 
two  or  more  peraoDB  shall  have  an  equal  number  of 
mea  in  snch  district  election,  for  the  same  office,  then 
iIk  retttining  officers  shall  decide  between  them,  and 
certi^  sccordingljr.  Triplicate  certificates  of  the  whole 
omnber  of  votes  given  for  each  candidate  shall  be  made 
m,  iD(l  traasffiitted,  in  such  manner  as  Congreas  may 
direct,  to  the  Seat  of  Government  of  the  United  Statea, 
«ddi«»ed  to  the  Senate.    The  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate ihall,  in  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
reieQUtites,  open  ail  the  certificates,  and  the  votes 
ihall  then  be  counted.    The  peraon  having  the  great- 
e«  DOBber  of  votes  for  Preaident  shall  be  the  Preai- 
^i,  if  sQch  namber  be  equal  to  a  majority  of  the 
whole  Dornber  of  electoral  votea  within  the  United 
^ics;  and  if  no  penon  have  such  majority,  then  the 
rresdsot  shaU  be  chosen  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
auves,  from  the  three  having  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  for  President,  in  the  manner  now  prescribed  by 
ti>e  Coastttition. 

The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for 
Vice  President  shall  be  the  Vice  President,  if  such 
ODinber  he  equal  to  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
electoral  dastricts,  and  if  no  peraon  have  such  majority, 
i&en  the  Vice  President  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Senate, 
roiB  the  two  persons  having  the  greatest  number  of 
v^ies  for  that  office,  in  the  manner  now  preacribed  by 
the  ConnitBtion. 

CLAIMS  OF  VIRGINIA. 

The  remlutioQ  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Bar- 
BOVRj  ustmetHig  the  Comminee  on  Military  Af- 
iiirs  to  iaquiie  into  the  propriety  of  allowing 
«rtim  claims  of  the  State  of  Virginia  for  mo- 
Bfys  advanced  on  account  of  the  Geaeral  Gov- 
^mment,  during  the  late  war,  was  aeain  read  for 
caiMdention.  A  letter  from  the  Qovemor  of 
>imDia,  in  relation  to  the  claim,  was  also  read. 

Mi.  Smith  understood  the  resolution  to  hare 
refonce,  more  particularly,  to  a  claim  for  inter- 
et  on  moneys  arfvanced  during  the  war,  by  the 
S^'^  of  Virginia.  He  said  he  should  have  no 
^gcciioo  to  the  resolution,  provided  it  were  made 
a  gttjenj  one,  to  reach  all  claims  of  a  like  na- 
tcrf.  The  State  of  Maryland,  an^}  many  corpo- 
raiioiBand  individuals,  hold  claims  of  a  similar 
kwd,  tod  the  principle  upon  which  this  motion 
^  p«dicated,  Mr.  8.  thought,  should  extend  to 
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Mr.  Barbour  said  the  case  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, concerning  which  the  resolution  proposed 
an  inquiry,  was  one  of  a  peculiar  nature.  Al- 
though it  was  a  general  principle  of  the  Govern- 
ment not  to  allow  interest  on  claims  for  services 
during  the  war,  yet  this  case  he  thought  different 
from  most  others.  Although  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  bad  been  repeatedly  called  upon 
to  furnish  the  money  expended  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  yet  such  was  the  state  of  the  public 
Treasurv  at  that  time,  that  the  means  were  not 
provided.  The  State  was  compelled  to  depend 
entirely  upon  her  own  resources ;  the  taxes  upon 
the  people  were  very  oppressive,  but  they  were 
cheerfully  borne.  These  taxes  were  not  sufficient 
to  meet  the  necessary  expenditures.  The  State 
was  compelled  to  borrow  money,  and  to  pay  in- 
terebt  for  it ;  this  was  done  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Grovernment,  and  the  interest  thus  paid,  certainly 
ought  to  be  reimbursed.  There  could  be  no  do^l>t 
that  Government  was  bound,  in  time  of  war,  to 
make  advances  of  the  funds  required  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country ;  if  the  Government  was  not 
able  to  make  such  advances,  and  they  were  made 
by  the  State  in  which  such  advances  became  ne- 
cessary, common  justice  requires  that,  when  the 
Government  becomes  able,  not  only  the  principal, 
but  the  interest  also,  should  he  reimbursed.  He 
had  now  presented  this  case,  as  he  had  been  in- 
structed, on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and 
did  not  see  the  propriety  of  a  copartnery  with  any 
other  claim,  whether  of  a  similar  nature  or  not. 
He  wished  his  own  claim  decided  on  its  own 
merits ;  other  cases,  when  brought  forward,  might 
be  referred  to  the  same  committee,  and,  if  alike  in 
their  nature,  a  general  bill  might  be  made  to  meet 
them  all ;  but  Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  now  wish  to 
associate  his  claim  with  any  other;  he  hoped, 
therefore,  that  his  case  would  be  presented  to  the 
committee  by  itself. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  said  he  did  not  un- 
derstand the  distinction  between  the  claims  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  and  many  others  which  exist. 
He  presumed  they  were  for  interest  on  moneys 
advanced  for  the  service  of  the  country ;  the  State 
of  Maryland  had  claims  of  precisely  the  same  na- 
ture; she  had  advanced  moneys  which  were  ex- 
pended for  arms,  equipments,  and  compensation 
for  militia  services.  He  considered  this  the  same 
ground ;  when  acting  on  a  general  principle,  the 
same  provision  should  be  extended  to  all  cases 
that  come  within  its  limits.  Mr.  L.  had  no  hos- 
tility to  the  claim  of  Virginia,  but  thought  the 
case  of  Maryland  was  eaually  as  strong,  and 
hoped  the  resolution  would  be  so  modified  as  to 
meet  all  cases  of  a  similar  nature. 

Mr.  Barbour  said  he  did  not  mean  to  question 
the  claim  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  but  he  did 
not  wish  it  to  be  associated  with  that  which  he 
had  presented  at  this  time ;  his  was  an  insulated 

{)ropo5ition,  and  not  affecting  any  other.  If  Mary- 
and  was  entitled  to  similar  relief,  let  the  gentle- 
man from  that  State  present  the  subject  entire, 
and  he  should  not  object  to  it.  It  was  not  interest 
alone,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  constituted  the  items  of 
the  claim  of  Virginia ;  but  the  resolution  contem- 
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plated  to  give  power  to  the  proper  department  to 
settle,  upoQ  equitable  principles,  the  whole  claim. 
We  were,  at  that  time,  unacquainted  with  the 
forms  necessary  to  be  observed  in  a  state  of  war ; 
and,  although  Imiajide  expenditures  of  the  money 
had  been  made,  yet  the  proper  documents  could 
not  always  be  produced  ;  in  many  instances  the 
technicality  required  at  the  offices  could  not  be 
complied  with — although  the  claim  might  be  al- 
lowed to  be  just,  yet,  in  many  cases,  the  vouchers 
are  wanting.  He  therefore  hoped  the  resolution 
would  pass. 

Mr.  Smith  made  some  further  remarks,  and 
concluded  by  moving  that  the  resolution  be  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  which  was  agreed  to. 


Frio  AY,  December  12. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  Martin 
Thomas,  and  others,  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  a  modification  of  the  tariff^ 
and  additional  protection  to  the  manufactures  of 
the  United  States.  The  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
O'Brien,  late  Consul  General  at  Algiers,  praying 
the  passage  of  an  act  to  authorize  the  equitable 
settlement  of  his  accounts.  The  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  £lizaDill, 
one  of  the  daughters  of  the  late  General  Arthur 
St.  Clair,  praying  the  payment  of  a  balance  al- 
leged to  be  due  to  her  deceased  father.  The  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Marie  Louise  de  la  Gautrais,  widow  of 
Fran9ois  Gonsonlin,  deceased,  praying  the  confir- 
mation of  her  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Louisiana. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  sundry 
documents  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Thadeus 
May  hew,  for  compensation  for  damages  sustained 
in  consequence  ot  the  occupation  of  his  houses  as 
military  deposites,  durine  the  late  war;  and  also 
for  property  taken  for  the  use  of  the  American 
Army. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition  of  Isaac 
Clark,  of  Missouri,  praying  further  time  to  enable 
him  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
1818,  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  11th  instant,  that  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  equitable  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  late  Robert  Seacy ;  and,  on  motion, 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  instructing  the  Committee  of  Finance 
to  inquire  whether  any  further  provisions  are  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  frauds  in  the  revenue,  on  the 


eastern  frontier  of  the  United  Slates,  was  agaii 
read,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Bi^ 
TOM,  concerning  the  French  and  Spanish  titles  t| 
lands  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  was  again  rea(| 
and  passed. 

Another  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Bar 
TON,  respecting  the  claim  of  Samuel  Gilbert,  c 
Missouri,  was  taken  up,  and  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Ml 
Benton,  proposing  an  amendment  of  the  Const] 
tution,  so  as  to  give  the  election  of  President  an| 
Vice  President  to  the  people,  in  primary  asseo] 
blies,  received  its  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MacoA,  it  was  ordered  thai 
hereafter,  when  the  Senate  adjourns  on  Friday] 
it  will  adjourn  till  the  ensuing  Monday,  unles 
otherwise  ordered ;  and  the  Senate  then  adjournei 
till  Monday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock. 


Monday,  December  15. 

Elijah  Mills,  from  the  State  of  Massachusett 
attended. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  tfa 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made  t 
pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  of  the  6th  Maj 
1822,  together  with  an  abstract  of  all  liceos^ 
granted  by  the  superintendent  and  agents  of  Iq 
dian  afiairs,  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  showiDi 
by  and  to  whom,  when  and  where  granted,  vit^ 
the  amount  of  the  bonds  and  ca|iital  employed,  i 
far  as  the  same  can  be  ascertained  from  the  n 
turns  which  have  been  made.  The  report  wa 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  lodiai 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  Charles  I 
Davis,  stating  that,  in  the  year  1814,  whilst  b 
was  from  home,  on  a  tour  of  militia  duty,  th 
build inff  erected  by  the  United  States,  and  i| 
which  he  resided  as  a  messenger  in  the  Treasur 
Department,  was,  with  the  public  offices,  d^ 
stroyed  by  fire,  together  with  his  furniture  ad 
apparel ;  and  praying  remuneration  for  the  lo^ 
thereby  sustained.  The  petition  was  read,  an 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Chaoij 
ler  Price,  President  of  the  United  States  Insuraoti 
Companv,  and  others,  merchants,  of  Philadelpbil 
stating  tnat  they  have  claims  against  theOoj 
ernmeot  of  France,  for  property  captured  aQ 
sold,  without  the  forms  of  a  legal  adjudication 
and  in  violation  of  the  terms  of  an  existing  treat^ 
that  payment  for  the  same  has  been  withheld,  o 
the  pretext,  that  the  United  States  have  not  ca| 
ried  into  effect  the  8th  article  of  the  Loaisian 
Treaty ;  and  praying  that  their  case  may  be  take 
into  consideration,  and  such  relief  granted  as  ^ 
Congress  may  seem  proper.  The  memorial  w^ 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Forei^ 
Relations. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Elijal 
Earl,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  United  Staid 
and  resident  merchants  of  the  city  of  Pbiladej 
phia,  stating  that,  in  the  year  1809,  a  large  amou^ 
of  property,  owned  by  the  memorialists,  was  iil< 
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gaily  captured  and  sold ;  the  proceeds  of  which 
kre  been  placed  in  the  Treasury  of  France ; 
that  they  hare  since  been  unable  to  obtain  com- 
pensation for  the  same,  and  praying  such  relief  as 
to  C<)ngre»  may  seem  proper.  The  memorial 
was  read,  and  relerred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr.  LovaiE  presented  the  memorial  of  Way 
and  Gideon,  stating  that  they  have  commenced 
the  pohlicatioQ  of  an  edition  of  the  Journals  pf 
the  Old  Congress,  and  praying  a  subscription  to 
the  same,  in  behalf  ot  the  United  States.  The 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Library. 

Mr.LovBis  presented  the  memorial  of  Edward 
de  Kiaft,  of  the  City  of  Washington,  praying  a 
sabseription,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for 
one  thonand  sets  of  the  Journals  of  the  Old  Con- 
gress, an  edition  of  which  he  proposes  to  publish. 
The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
miixt  00  the  Library. 

Mr.  Knigbt  presented  a  petition  of  Zachariah 
Alien,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
lesidipg  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  an 
additional  doty,  of  twelve  and  an  half  per  cen- 
tum, may  be  imposed  on  imported  manufactures 
of  foiei^  wool.  The  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
fened  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  aod  Man- 
ofactores. 

Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition  of  Morris 
James,  of  Missouri,  praying  compensation  for  the 
Q-'e  aod  destruction  of  his  timber,  by  a  canton- 
ment of  United  States  troops.  The  petition  was 
r»d,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Pahrott  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration : 

.  ^tmM,  That  th«  Cominittee  on  Naval  Affain  be 
initructed  to  ioqaire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
Bu>g  an  additional  Dumber  of  sloops  of  war  to  be  built 
ud  equipped  for  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  JoHxsoif,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

JooM,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
ustnieted  to  inqiiire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 
hT  U^)  far  the  final  deeiaion  of  all  claims  to  land,  in 
that  put  of  tha  State  of  Louisiana,  situated  east  of 
the  MbMiippi  river  and  ia!and  of  New  Orleans,  de- 
nred/roQtiiaFmich,  British,  and  Soanish  Govern- 
^n%  which  han  not  been  confirmed  by  the  United 
oUiei, 

On  mouon^  by  Mr.  Jackson,  so  much  of  the 
rresident*s  Message,  of  the  2d  instant,  as  relates 
|p  the  annjr,  fortifications,  military  academy, 
^ouodries,  and  arsenals,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
^f^  on  MUitary  Affairs. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Bsmtom,  so  much  of  the 
M&sag«of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of 
|he  'U  instant,  as  relates  to  the  Indians,  was  re- 
lerred  \o  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  motioD,  by  Mr.  Knioht,  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stat^  of 
<ie24  instaot,  as  relates  to  the  General  Post  Office, 
*as  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
»Qd  Post  Roads. 

^f*  Vah  Bdrbn,  from  the  Committee  on  the 


Judiciary,  to  which  were  referred,  on  the  10th 
instant,  the  petitions  of  Jonathan  H.  Lambdin, 
William  Hilt,  and  Abraham  V.  Matson,  reported 
a  bill,  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  '^  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt;" 
and  the  bill  was  read  twice,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. 

Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing mocion  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiaini 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing 
a  law  authorizing  the  proper  department  to  settle,  on 
equitable  terms,  the  claims  of  Maryland  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  arising  from  ad- 
vances made  by  Maryland  during  the  late  war. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  motion  of  the  10th 
instant^  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  State  of 
Virginia  for  advances  during  the  late  war;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  of  the  10th 
instant,  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  constitu- 
ting three  additional  judicial  circuits,  which, 
having  been  further  amended,  was  agreed  to,  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  forming 
and  constituting  three  additional  judicial  circuita,  to 
be  added  to  the  present  number,  with  an  additional 
judge  to  each,  viz :  One  to  be  composed  of  the  States 
of  Tennessee  and  Alabama ;  one  of  Mississippi  and 
Louisiana;  and  one  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri; 
also,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the 
laws  respecting  the  judiciary  of  the  United  States, 
so  as  to  require  a  concurrence  of  at  least  seven  judges 
in  any  opinion  which  may  involve  the  validity  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  States,  respec- 
tively; and,  in  such  cases,  of  requiring  the  judges 
present  to  give,  and  have  spread  on  the  record,  their 
opinions,  respectively : 

And  likewise  into  the  expediency  of  so  reforming 
the  courts  of  the  United  States,  as  to  make  the  Su- 
preme Court  separate  aod  distinct  from  the  circuit 
courts. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  re- 
spects the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  election 
of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  furnish,  for  the  use  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas,  an  abstract  of  the  military 
bounty  lands  lying  within  the  same;"  a  bill,  en- 
titled "  An  act  appropriating  a  certain  amount  of 
money  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins ; " 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the  times  of 
hold  in  V  the  district  court  at  Mobile,  in  the  district 
of  Alabama : "  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
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The  three  bills  broagbt  up  for  concorreBce 
were  read,  and  respectively  passed  to  the  second  ' 
reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  appropriating  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of , 
Claims. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION,     i 

In  pursuance  of  a  notice  given  on  Friday  last,  i 
Mr.  Hayne  rose  to  ask  leave  to  offer  a  resolution 
to  propose  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  by  the  Electors,  and  to 
prevent  the  election  from  devolving,  in  any  event, 
upon  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr.  H.  said 
that,  in  introducing  this  resolution,  he  would  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  wnile  he  should 
brieflv  state  his  views  on  the  subject.  The  num- 
ber of  amendments  which  had  already  been  pro- 
posed, and  others  which  are  contemplated,  call 
the  attention  of  Congress  strongly  towards  this 
important  point.  He  did  not  deny  that  visionary 
schemes,  proposing  alterations  in  our  systems  of 
government,  were  but  too  common — he  was  op- 

S>sed,  in  haoit  and  principle,  to  rash  innovations. 
ut,  though  it  certainly  is  not  proper  to  change 
the  Constitution  for  li^ht  and  frivolous  causes, 
yet  the  necessity  certain! v  mav  exist  to  authorize 
such  changes  as  will  tend  to  the  future  security  of 
the  country.    The  necessitv  of  some  change,  at 
present,  is  too  obvious  to  be  disregarded.    It  is 
the  duty  of  nations,  as  well  as  of  individuals,  by  i 
foresight,  to  guard  aijeainst  impending  evils.  What 
rational  being  would  not  provide  a^inst  an  ap- 
proaching tempest  that  was  threatening  to  destroy 
him  ?    And  what  nation,  when  its  enemy  was  at 
the  door,  would  not  provide  for  defence  against 
him  ?    When  the  storm  is  impending  it  is  time  to 
close  the  avenues  against  it.    If  we  fold  our  arms, 
and  wait  until  the  evils  come  upon  us,  it  will  then 
be  too  late  to  provide  the  remedy — we  may  then, 
in  the  spirit  of  the  Roman  Senate,  wrap  ourselves 
in  our  robes,  and  submit  to  our  fate.   But  we  shall 
be  subject  to  reproach  for  not  having  exerted  our- 
selves to  avert  the  causes  of  those  evils.    It  is 
worthy  of  the  deepest  reflection,  that  this  period  is 
a  safe  one  to  institute  such  improvement  as  is 
deemed  necessary.    The  moment  of  actual  suf- 
fering is  certainly  not  the  most  propitious  for 
chamge :  nor,  when  there  is  a  perfect  calm  in  the 
political  concerns  of  the  country.    But,  when  the 
dreaded  evils  are  clearly  foreseen,  and  are  yet  at  a 
distance ;  when  no  prejudices  are  yet  aroused  to 
prevent  deliberate  judgment  on  the  subject — then 
IS  the  time  to  provide  against  them.    That  propi- 
tious moment  is  the  present.    The  public  nund  is 
awake  to  the  subject,  and  the  favorable  period 
may  not  again  come.    That  some  amendment  is 
necessary — some  provision  asainst  this  defect  in 
the  Constitution — is  admitted  on  all  hands.   Even 
his  venerable  friend,  Mr.  H.  said,  who  had  stood 
here  for  thirty  years  to  defend  the  integrity  of  the 
Constitution,  (alluding  probably  to  Mr.  Macon,) 


yielded  to  the  conviction  that  some  alteratioo  wi 

necessary  in  this  part  of  that  instrument.    T^ 

classes  of  amendment  had  been  suggested— tl 

one,  relating  to  the  mode  of  choosing  the  Elee 

ocs,  and  the  other,  to  the  mode  of  choice  hg  tl| 

Electors.    So  many  different  propositions  hd 

been  offered  in  regard  to  the  manner  of  choosin 

Electors,  that  it  had  been  thought  proper  to  wait 

that  subject.    But,  certainly,  Mr.  H.  thoaght 

infinitelv  more  important  that  some  provisio 

should  Se  made  to  secure  the  election,  actual! 

and  in  spirit,  by  the  Electors.    In  all  the  modi 

by  whicn  the  electors  are  chosen,  they  represei 

the  true  feeling  and  views  of  the  people.   Bi 

this  truly  popular  mode  of  election  may  fail,  b 

cause  the  choice  does  not  happen  to  be  made  i 

the  first  balloting.    The  elecUon  ought  not  I 

come  to  the  House  of  Representatives  or  ti 

Senate;  for  they  are  but  the  represenUtives  i 

the  States  in  such  an  election,  and  it  may  happf 

that  a  small  minority  may  give  a  President  | 

the  nation.    By  such  a  coarse  the  counuy  migl 

be  involved  in  great  difficulty.    The  remedy  a] 

peared  so  obviousj  and  so  immediately  upoa  tl 

surface  of  the  subject,  Mr.  H.  was  surprised  tbi 

it  had  not  yet  been  suggested — it  is  only  to  app 

the  same  rule  to  this  that  is  applied  to  all  otbl 

elections.    On  the  failure  of  the  first  balloting  i 

produce  a  choice,  proceed  to  the  second,  and  coi 

tinue  until  the  election  is  effected.    Mr.  H.  sai 

his  resolution  proposed  that  the  Electors  shea 

not  be  discharged  until  they  had  fulfilled  the 

commission ;  that,  after  the  first  ballotlDg,  if  tl 

choice  was  not  made,  they  should  be  agaio  coi 

vened,  by  proclamation  of  the  President,  ia  ibe 

respective  States,  or  at  the  Seat  of  Govemmen 

We  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  thecoui 

try  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  that  the  probabili' 

ot  effecting  an  election  at  the  first  balloting  of  tl 

Electors  will  continue  to  diminish.    Inthe  Su 

elections,  there  is  often  a  failure  to  elect  their  ofl 

cers  at  the  first  balloting ;  but  the  power  is  n 

then   transferred  to   other    hands.    The  cons 

quences  which  this  amendment  provides  agaifl 

must  happen,  if  something  is  not  done  to  prevff 

them.    If  it  is  adopted,  the  President  will  Um 

be,  emphatically,  the  man  of  the  people's  choic 

the  door  will  then  be  shut  against  fraud  and  cg 

ruption,  and  all  improper  combinations  will 

prevented.    Should  Congress  agree  to  the  resol 

tion,  and  the  people  adopt  the  amendment, 

would  not  be  too  late  for  its  application  to  ti 

ensuing  election.    In  seventeen  of  the  States,  t 

Legislatures  will  be  in  session  in  time  to  act  up 

it ;  and,  in  the  others,  the  sessions  may  ^^°^*< 

pated  for  a  few  weeks  for  the  purpose.    But  i 

merits  of  his  proposition,  Mr.  H.  observed,  fl 

not  depend  upon  its  effect  on  the  ensuing  «» 

tion— It  was  intended  for  the  future  benefit  oio 

country,  whose  liberties,  he  trusted,  were  found 

on  a  basis  so  solid  as  to  resist  all  encroacbmen 

but  those  of  time  itself.  • 

Leave  was  then  granted  to  Mr.  Hatwb  loj 

troduce  the  following  resolution ;  which  wasrei 

passed  to  a  second  reading,  and  ordered  to 

printed : 
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Retoked,  h^thi  Senate  and  Ibuu  of  Raareaent- 
«ftfe0 «/  ^  uniied  8iaie»  of  America  in  Vongreu 
otttmHedj  two^kirdt  of  both  Heueee  eonevrring. 
Hut  iki  Mtowing  smendment  to  Um  Conslittitioii 
of  tht  Uotttd  8utet  be  propoaod  to  tba  Logialataret 
of  the  seitral  Suteo,  which,  whan  ratified  bj  th« 
Legifbtorei  of  thico-fouithi  of  the  Statee,  shail  be 
fM,  to  lU  intenti  and  piurpooea,  aa  pait  9f  the  aaid 
CoBadtotian : 

**  If  DO  poiion  Toted  for,  according  to  the  Conatt- 
(Qtioii,  If  Prcadent  of  the  United  Statei,  thall  ha?e  a 
mtjoritj  of  the  votaa  of  the  whole  n amber  of  Elect- 
on,  then  tht  Pmident  of  the  United  Statea  ahall 
Ibrthwith  ma§  his  proclamation,  calling  open  the 
£keton  to  eooTeoe  at  ,  on  the  —  day  of  — 

thereafter,  bt  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  President ; 
that  ih§  Eleeton,  when  so  convened,  shall  choose, 
mmwfMtriy,  by  ballot,  a  President  of  the  United 
Sum,  aad  a  msjority  of  the  whole  number  of  Elect- 
en  ahall  be  necessary  to  a  dioice. 

"And  tbould  no  person  voted  for,  according  to  the 
Ceutitotioo,  as  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
Aave  a  oajsrity  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  number  of 
Etecten,  tbeo  the  President  of  the  United  States 
dull  forthwith  iasue  his  proclamation,  calling  upon 
the  Electon  to  convene  at  — ,  on  the  —  day  of 
-—  thereafter,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  Vice 
Prendent;  that  the  Electors,  when  so  convened, 
ihail  chooie,  immediately,  by  ballot,  a  Vice  Preaident 
d  the  United  States,  and  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  Electors  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.'' 

After  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Hatnb  was  read, 
Mr.  Macon  moved  that  all  the  resolutions  pro- 
posing amendments  to  the  Constitution,  as  well 
thos€  offered  at  the  last  session  as  at  the  present, 
should  be  printed  in  a  pamphlet ;  in  order  that 
the  Senate  might  have  one  view  of  the  whole. 
Mi.  Dicubson  then  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  call  up  the  proposition  to  amend  the 
Coasutation,  which  he  proposed  the  last  session. 
Mr.  HoLjiBS,  of  Maine,  gave  similar  notice  in 
Rgard  to  a  resolution  which  he  had  offered  ;  and 
Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  in  relation  to  an 
amendment,  which  he  said  was  proposed  by  the 
iMoored  and  venerable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mt.  TiTLOR,)  who  had  not  taken  his  seat  the 
pK^t  session.  The  motion  for  printing,  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Macon,  was  therefore  postponed 
Uiitil  to-morrow. 


TuEsuAY,  December  16. 

'^'iLLiAJf  Kelly,  from  the  State  of  Alabama, 
atteoded. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  presented  a  petition 
^1  JoiiQ  McAllister,  praying  the  confirmation  of 
^^(le  to  a  tract  of  a  land.  The  petition  was 
l^ii.  lod  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 

^t,  RcGGLES  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Wooi  praying  compensation  for  his  services  ren- 
^^N  as  receiver  of  a  land  ofiSce,  the  duties  of 
^bich  he  performed  during  a  vacancy  in  that 
°*Dce.  in  the  year  1817.  The  petition  was  read, 
^''^itfeired  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FiRDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
^  oHhe  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 


delphia, praying  a  revision  of  the  tariff,  with  a 
view  to  the  protection  of  the  manufactures  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  William  Wilson,  praymg  a  proportion  of 
the  proceeds  of  a  vessel  and  cargo,  condemned, 
on  his  information,  for  a  violation  of  the  embargo 
laws.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Johnson,, of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Qeor|;e  de  Passau,  praying  the  confirma- 
tion of  his  title  to  a  tract  of  land.  The  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  memorial 
of  Robert  Young  and  Richard  Bland  Lee,  judges 
of  the  orphans'  courts,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, praying  amendments  to  the  testamentary  laws 
of  said  District ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  petition  of  Lewis  A. 
Petray  and  Just  Yiel,  praying  the  remission  of 
duties  on  sugar  and  brandy,  shipped  at  St.  Augus- 
tine, when  an  American  port,  and  landed  at 
Charleston,  in  the  State  of  Soutn  Carolina.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Eeiohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manniactaree  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  dimwbedu  on  all  articles  of  domestic 
menufacture,  the  raw  material  of  which  is  of  foreign 
growth ;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Revived,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  inquire  if 
any,  and  what,  amendments  are  necessary  to  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  a  President 
and  Vice  Preaident  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring 
the  officer  who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  vacan- 
cies  in  the  offices  of  both  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent,'* passed  the  first  of  March,  1793. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Reaohedf  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  be  instructed  to  lay  before  the  Senate 
all  communications  received  by  him,  from  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at 
8t  Helena  courthouse,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana^ 
touching  their  official  duties,  not  heretofore  communi- 
cated ;  and  that  he  communicate  all  the  information 
in  his  possession  as  to  the  causes  which  have  delsyed 
the  adjustment  of  the  land  daims  in  said  dirtrict. 

A  letter  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York, 
stating  that  ill  health  would  prevent  his  attend- 
ance on  the  meetings  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  and  requesting  to  be  excused  from 
servinff  on  that  committee,  was  received  and  read, 
and  Adr.  K.  was  accordingly  excused. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Louisiana,  instructing  an  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  final  deci- 
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sion  of  certain  anconfirmed  claims,  under  French, 
British^  and  Spanish  titles,  to  lands  in  the  State 
of  Lonisiana,  was  acaia  read,  and  adopted. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Pab- 
ROTT,  instructing  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  an  additional  number  of  sloops-ot- 
war  to  be  buOt,  was  again  read  and  adopted. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Lloto, 
of  Maryland,  instructing  an  inquiry  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  the  settlement,  on  equitable 
terms,  of  the  claims  of  Maryland  against  the 
GoTernment  of  the  United  States,  arising  from 
advances  during  the  late  war,  was  again  read  and 
adopted. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
alter  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  fur- 
nish, for  the  use  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  an 
abstract  of  the  Military  Bounty  Lands,  lying  within 
the  same,  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  to  relieve 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  was  taken  up  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Dickerson  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee  of  five  members;  and  Messrs. 
Benton,  Hayne,  Dickerson,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
and  Kelly,  were  appointed  the  committee : 

Resohed,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentO' 
tivea  of  the  Imited  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembud,  tuHhthirds  of  botn  Houses  concurring.  That 
the  following  amendment  to  the  Conitittttion  of  the 
United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legitlatures  of  the 
several  States ;  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legialn^ 
tares  of  Uiree-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be  valid,  to 
all  intents  and  purpotfes,  as  part  of  the  said  Con- 
stitation : 

"  That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  Representatives 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  each  State 
shall,  by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  number  of 
districts,  eqaal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to 
which  such  State  may  be  entitled.  The  districts  shall 
be  formed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  persons  enti- 
tled, by  the  Constitution,  to  be  represented,  or  of  per- 
sons qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  most  numer- 
ous branch  of  the  State  Legislature.  In  each  district 
the  persons  qualified  to  vote  shall  choose  one  Repre- 
sentative. 

'*That,  forihe  purpose  of  choosing  Electors  of  Pres- 
ident and  Yioe  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
persons  qualified  to  vote  for  Representatives,  in  each 
district,  shall  choose  one  Elector ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  the  two  additional  Electors  to  which  each  State 
is  entitled,  shall  be  chosen  by  the  persons  so  qualified 
to  vote,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
shall  direct.  The  Electors,  when  convened  at  the 
time  and  place  prescribed  by  law,  for  the  purpose  of 


▼otiog  for  Presideni  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  ahall  have  power,  in  case  any  of  them  sbali 
fail  to  attend,  to  choose  an  Elector  or  Electors,  in 
place  of  him  or  Ihem  so  foiling  to  attend.  The  divig- 
ion  of  States  into  districts,  as  hereby  provided  for, 
shall  take  place  immediately  after  this  amendment 
shall  be  adopted^  and  immediately  after  every  fiitore 
census  and  apportionment  of  RepreeentatiTes,  un- 
der the  same ;  and  such  districts  ahall  not  be  altered 
until  m  subsequent  census  shall  have  been  taken,  tod 
an  apportionment  of  Representatives  under  it  shall 
have  been  made. 

**  That,  when  the  lists  of  all  peraons  voted  for  as 
President  and  Vice  President,  and  the  number  of  votes 
for  each,  shall  have  been  transmitted  to  the  seat  of 
Government,  as  required  by  the  Constitution,  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representativee  shall  form  a  joint 
meeting,  in  which  the  President  of  the  Senate  shall 
preside,  who  shall  then  open  all  the  certificates,  and 
the  votes  shall  be  counted.  The  person  having  ths 
greatest  number  of  votes  for  Prendent  shall  be  the 
President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  Electors  appointed ;  and  if  no  person  have 
such  a  m^ority,  then,  from  the  highest  numbers,  not 
exceeding  three,  on  the  list  of  those  voted  for  as  Pres- 
ident, the  joint  meeting  shall,  immediately,  by  ballot, 
choose  the  President  A  majority  of  the  votes  of  all 
the  members  present  ahall  be  necessary  to  a  choice  on 
the  first  ballot ;  after  which,  a  plnraUty  of  votes  only 
shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  The  person  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  as  Vice  President,  shall  be 
the  Vice  President,  if  sudi  number  be  ji  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  Electors  appointed ;  if  no  person 
have  such  a  majority,  then  he  shall  be  chosen  by  the 
Senate,  as  directed  by  the  Constitution. 

**  That  no  person,  who  has  been  twice  elected  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  shall  again  be  eligible  to 
that  ofiice." 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Holmes,  of  MainCj 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  read  twice,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last 
mentioned : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent* 
atives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Coneess 
assembted,  two-thirds  of  both  nouses  concurring^  That 
the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States ;  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legisla- 
tures of  three-fourths  of  the  whole  number  of  States, 
shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of 
said  Constitution : 

**  Questions  of  the  validity  of  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent, ahall  be  determined  by  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives, in  joint  ballot  The  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate ahall  preside ;  and  a  majority  of  each  House  shall 
constitute  a  quorum.  The  rules  of  proceeding  shall 
be  determined  by  law ;  but  no  rules  shall  have  eflfect 
until  two  years  after  they  shall  have  been  made/' 

The  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  respects 
the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  select  committee  last  appointed,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  proposing  an  amendment 
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[o  tbe  Const itucioD  of  the  United  States,  as  it 
respects  the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  elec- 
tion of  Represeatattves  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Slatts;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee last  ajipointed,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Ordered^  That  the  resolutions  of  the  last  and 
present  session,  proposing  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  be  printed  for  the 
Dse  of  tbe  Senate. 

The  resolutions  proposed  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of 
Virginia,  at  the  last  session,  were  as  follows : 

^  Is  Skitatx  of  TBI  Uhitsd  Statss, 

January  10,  1823. 
Agreeablj  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Tat  lob,  of  Virginia, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  following 
reso/ofiion,  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond 


Reeahed,  bv  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tieu  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembied,  tufo-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring^  That 
tlie  foUowiog  amendment  of  the  Constitntion  of  the 
United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
•cverm]  States: 

*'The  Electors  of  a  President  and  Vice  President 
«bail  meet  on  the  —  daj  of  —  next  preceding 
liie  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  the  existing  Pre- 
sident may  havo  been  appointed,  vote  for  a  President 
uid  Vice  President,  accoiding  to  the  Constitution,  and 
make  two  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for,  to  be  signed 
sod  certifisd  bj  them ;  one  to  be  delivered,  sealed,  to 

Che  President  of  the  United  States,  within days 

thereAfter,  to  be  opened  and  examined  by  him  ;  and, 
if  it  shall  appear  that  no  person  has  received  the  votes 
of  a  majority  of  the  Electors  appointed,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall,  forthwith,  by  proclamation, 
and  also  by  notifications  to  the  Kxecutives  of  each 
State,  pobtiah  the  number  of  votes  given  to  each  per- 
son as  President,  whereupon  the  said  Electors  shall 

AgAtn  meet  on  the day  of next  succeeding 

Uieir  first  meeting,  and  vole  for  one  o(  the  two  persons 
as   President  who  shall  have  received  at  their  first 
meetiDg  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  that  office  ; 
or  if  it  shottid  happen  that  more  persons  than  two 
iboald  have  received  the  greatest  number,  and  also 
an  eqiLal  nomber  of  votes,  the  said  Electors  shall  vote 
for  one  of  ihem  as  President.    The  said  Electors  shall 
transash  one  of  tbe  lists  to  be  made  at  their  first  meet- 
ing, and  also  that  to  be  made  at  their  second,  should 
it  take  ptacc,  to  be  proceeded  upon  as  the  Constitu- 
tution  has  prescribed,  except  that  the  person  having 
the  gieateat  number  of  votes  at  the  second  meeting  of 
t2M  said  £lectors  shall  be  the  President.     But,  if  two 
or  more  persons  shall  have  received  tbe  greatest  and 
sn  eqnal  number  of  votes,  at  the  second  meeting  of 
ike  said  Electors,  the  House  of  Representatives  £all 
«^sose  one  of  tbem  for  President,  in  the  mode  pre- 
•cnbed  by  the  Constitution." 

*'  January  28,  1823. 
Mr.  Taylob,  ofVirginia,  from  the  Committee  to  which 
was  referred  a  resolution  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uiyted  States,  as  it*  re- 
spects the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President 
6?  the  United  States,  reported  the  following  new  i 
drmught  as  a  substitute  therefor ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Res^hed,  bv  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representor 
tites  of  the    United  States  of  America,  in   Congress 


assembled,  tuHhthirds  of  both  Houses  concurring.  That 
the  following  amendment  to  tbe  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  three-fourths 
thereof,  shall  be  a  part  of  the  said  Constitution  ; 
<'  The  Electors  of  a  Preiddent  and  Vice  President 

shall  meet  on  the day  of—  next  preceding  the 

expiration  of  the  time  for  which  the  existing  President 
may  have  been  appointed ;  vote  for  a  President  and 
Vice  President,  and  make  two  lists  of  the  persons 
voted  for  to  fill  each  office,  to  be  signed  and  certified 
by  them  ;  one  to  be  delivered,  sealed,  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  or,  if  there  is  no  President,  to 
tbe  person  exercising  the  powers  of  the  said  office, 
within days  thereafter,  to  be  opened  and  exam- 
ined by  him ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  no  person 
has  received  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  Electors 
appointed,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
person  exercising  the  powers  of  tbe  said  office,  shall, 
forthwith,  by  proclamation,  and  by  notifications  to  the 
Executives  of  each  State,  publish  the  number  of  votes 
given  to  each  person  as  President ;  whereupon,  the 

said  Electors  shall  again  meet  on  the day  of — 

next  succeeding  their  first  meeting,  and  vote  for  one 
of  the  two  persons,  as  President,  who  shall  have  re- 
ceived the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  that  office,  at 
their  first  meeting ;  or,  if  it  should  happen  that  more 
persons  than  two  shall  have  received  the  greatest  num- 
ber, and  also  an  equal  number  of  votes,  the  said  Elec- 
tors shall  vote  for  one  of  them  as  President.  The 
said  Electors  shall  transmit  the  other  list  of  votes  for 
a  President  and  Vice  President,  at  their  first  meeting, 
and  also  the  list  of  the  votes  for  a  President,  at  their 
second  meeting,  if  it  should  take  place,  to  the  Seat  of 
Government  of  the  United  States,  signed  and  certified, 
under  seal,  directed  to  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
who  shall  open  the  said  lists  in  the  presence  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives ;  and,  if  it  shall 
appear  that  any  persoii  has  been  duly  .elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, such  person  shall  be  the  President ;  if  not,  and 
it  shall  appear  that  any  person  shall  have  received  the 
greatest  number,  and  iJso  a  majority  of  the  votes  of 
the  said  Electors,  at  their  second  meeting,  he  shall  be 
the  President.  But,  if  it  shall  happen  that  no  person 
is  duly  elected  President  of  tbe  United  States,  either 
at  the  first  or  second  meeting  of  the  said  Electors,  then 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  imme- 
diately, by  ballot,  each  membisr  of  both  Houses  giving 
one  vote,  proceed  to  elect  a  President  from  the  persons 
duly  voted  for  at  the  second  meeting  of  the  said  Elec- 
tors. A  majority  of  all  the  members  present  at  the 
said  joint  meeting  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  on  the  first  ballot ;  after 
which,  a  plurality  of  said  votes  shall  decide  the  elec- 
tion. Tha  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
as  Vice  President,  shall  be  the  Vice  President,  if  such 
number  be  a  msjority  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors 
appointed ;  and  if  no  person  shall  have  such  majority, 
then,  from  the  two  highest  numbers  on  the  list,  the 
Senate  shall  choose  the  Vice  President,  as  provided  for 
by  the  Constitution." 


Wednesday,  December  17. 

Mr.  King,  re-elected  a  Senator  from  the  State 
of  Alabama,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat. 
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Mr.  RuooLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred,  on  the  15th  instant,  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  appropriating  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment 

Mr.  Benton  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Missouri,  praying  the 
organization  of  a  tribunal  for  the  adjudication  of 
unconfirmed  claims  to  lands,  and  that  a  duty  may 
be  imposed  on  imported  lead.  The  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  B.  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying  a  modi- 
fication of  their  western  boundary  line,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Mr.  Benton,  Mr.  King,  of  Ala- 
bama, and  Mr.  Lowrie,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Jackson,  and  J.  C.  McLemore,  of  Tennessee, 
securities  for  the  late  Robert  Seacy,  Paymaster  in 
the  Army,  for  West  Tennessee,  praying  an  act 
may  pass  authorizing  the  equitable  settlement  of 
his  accounts.  The  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  LowBiE  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Svnod  of  Philadelphia,  expressing  their  views  in 
relation  to  the  civilization  of  the  Indians,  and 
their  earnest  hope  that  the  appropriations  made 
for  that  object  may  be  continued.  The  memorial 
was  read. 

Mr.  Hoi^ES,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition 
of  Comfort  Smith,  prayine  tnat  a  pension  may  be 

S anted  to  her  husband,  iNoah  Smith,  a  soldier  of 
e  Revolution,  whose  insanity  has  been  the  sole 
reason  for  his  not  obtaining  it.  The  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  petition  of  Francis 
Henderson,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  heirs  of 
Colonel  John  Laurens,  deceased,  praying  that 
certain  errors,  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  said  Laurens, 
may  be  corrected,  and  that  the  balance  due  may 
be  paid.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petition 
of  Joseph  Forrest,  praying  indemnification  for  the 
loss  ot  a  vessel,  chartered  by  the  Goverament, 
and  condemned  in  consequence  of  her  improper 
detention  bv  its  agent.  The  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Clai(ps. 

The  bill,  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Resolved^  That  the  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned 
for  debt." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  drawbacks  on  all  articles  of 
domestic  manufacture,  the  raw  material  of  which 
is  of  foreign  growth ;  and  agreed  thereto. 


On  motion,  br  Mr.  Dickebson,  two  membd 
were  added  to  the  committee  to  which,  was  q 
ferred  the  resolutions  proposing  amendments  j 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  1^ 
King,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Macon,  were  u 
cordingly  appointed.  j 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  ti 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  requiring  informatio 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  (^neral  Lan 
Office ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tli 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  to  inquire  into  the  ei 
pediency  cf  amending  the  "Act  relative  to  tii 
election  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  tli 
United  States,  and  declaring  the  officer  who  sha] 
act  as  President,  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  office 
of  both  President  and  Vice  President,"  passed  th 
first  of  March,  1793;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Benton  gave  notice  that  he  should  as 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  rdief  of  Tayk 
Berry. 

Mr.  Mills  was  appointed  a  member  of  th 
Committee  on  Foreign  Rdations,  in  the  place  < 
Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  who,  at  his  own  reqaes 
was  excused  from  acting  on  that  committee. 


Thubsdat,  December  18. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  m( 
morial  of  Charles  Morgan,  praying  the  confirms 
tion  of  his  title  to  a  tract  of  land.  The  memoru 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pu| 
lie  Lands. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  memorial  of  a  dud 
ber  of  the  banking  institutions  of  Charlestoi 
South  Carolina,  and  others,  praying  the  repeal  ( 
the  14th  section  of  the  act  incorporating  the  Bao 
of  the  United  States. — The  memorial  was  rest 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts^  from  the  Con 
mittee  on  Naval  Afiairs,  submitted  a  report  o 
the  petition  of  William  and  Henry  Qray,  of  Bo 
ton,  who  ask  the  interposition  of  Government  i 
their  favor,  in  the  case  of  the  capture  of  the  bri 
Otter,  and  her  condemnation  by  the  Spanish  ai 
thorities  at  Porto  Rico.  The  committee,  aft« 
stating  the  facts  in  connexion  with  the  cas 
recommend  its  reference  to  the  Department  < 
State,  that  such  measures  mav  be  taken  therec 
as  the  rights  of  the  citizens  or  the  United  State 
and  the  interests  and  dignity  of  the  Governmei 
may  to  the  Executive  appear  to  require. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  pel 
tion  of  John  Frank,  praying  remuneration  fort) 
loss  of  his  property,  occasioned  b^  the  conflagr 
tion  of  the  building  occupied  by  him  as  a  messe 
ger,  and  owned  by  the  United  States,  in  the  ye 
1814.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  ti 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lloto,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  foUoi 
mg  motion  for  consideration : 

Reaoktdj  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiiurs 
instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reguUtio 
or  prohibiting,   by  law,  the  transportation  of  gol 
silver,  or  jewels,  in  the  armed  vesseli  of  the  Unit 
States. 
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On  motion,  two  members  were  added  to  the 
committee  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  17th  in- 
itant,  tlie  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas,  on  the  subject  of  their  boun- 
dary lioe;  and  Messrs.  Jackson  and  Mills  were 
appointed  accordingly, 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins 
735  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
RcGCLEs,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
slated  that  this  bill  merely  provided  an  appropria- 
tioa  of  $35,190,  which  nad  been  found,  by  the 
proper  accounting  officers,  under  an  act  or  the  last 
KssioQ  of  Congress^  to  be  due  to  Mr.  Tompkins; 
that  the  accounts  had  come  under  the  revision  of 
the  President,  and  that  he  had  signified  his  opinion 
oa  the  subject  by  a  special  message  to  Conaress. 
1q  that  message,  it  would  be  recollected,  that  a 
farther  som  was  supposed  to  be  due  to  Mr.  Tomp- 
kins the  inrestigaCion  of  the  accounts  having  been 
dtiayed  at  his  own  request. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  without  amendment, 
tad  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Smith,  the  bill  received  its  third  reading, 
hf  general  consent,  and  was  passed. 


FntDAT,  December  19. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Merchants'  Bank 
of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  praying  that  a  portion 
of  the  stamp  duties  paid  by  that  institution  into 
tiie  Treasury,  in  the  year  1817,  may  be  refunded, 
fi>r  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana^  praying  the 
organization  of  an  additional  circuit,  ox  which 
that  State  shall  form  a  part;  or,  that  the  said 
State  may  be  attached  to  the  circuit,  of  which 
0.110  and  Kentucky  are  component  parts. — The 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
ter on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Benton,  the  memorial  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
rehtiTe  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title 
to  lands  within  that  State,  accompanying  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  of 
ije  7th  of  February,  1823,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  oa  Indian  Affairs,  to  consider  and  re* 
port  thereon. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
^  iiliamsoD,  and  others,  officers  engaged  in  the 
expedition  against  the  Seminole  Indians  in  the 
y^r  1S18,  representing  that  an  erroneous  con- 
''•nietion  has  been  given,  by  the  accounting  offi- 
cer of  the  Treasury  Department,  to  an  act  of 
Congress  of  May  4, 1822,  intended  for  their  bene- 
fit aad  praying  relief.— -The  memorial  was  read, 
>Qd  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  following  Message  was  received  Irom  the 
P^iaiDEKT  OF  THE  United  States  : 
Te  tht  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

h  compliiiice  witii  a  reiolution  of  the  Senate,  of 
•«h  Juniaiy,  1818, 1  herewith  tranmit  to  Congress 


the  report  of  the  CommiMioner  of  Public  Boildingsi 
showing  the  eipenditures  on  public  bnildiogs,  and 
other  objects  comoBitted  to  his  care,  during  the  present 
year. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  18th  instant,  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  regulating,  or  prohibiting,  by  law,  the 
transportation  of  ffold,  silver,  or  jewels,  in  the 
armed  vessels  of  tne  United  States ;  which  was 
amended,  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  regulating, 
or  prohibiting,  by  law,  the  transportation  of  gold,  sil- 
ver, or  jewels,  or  carrying  of  passengers,  in  the  armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  on  the  memorial 
of  Henry  Gray  and  William  Gray ;  and,  in  con- 
currence therewith,  the  memorial  was  referred  to 
the  Department  of  State,  in  order  that  such  mea- 
sures may  be  taken  thereon  as  the  rights  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the  interests  and 
dignity  of  the  Government,  may  to  the  Executive 
appear  to  require. 


Monday,  December  22. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  made 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  17tii  December,  instant,  in  relation  to  the  de- 
lay which  has  arisen  in  the  adjustment  of  land 
claims  in  the  St.  Helena  land  district. — The  re- 
port was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company,  praying  the  aid  of 
the  General  Government  to  the  undertaking  in 
which  they  are  engaged. — The  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 

Mr.  Edwards  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Eaton,  praying  an  act  may  pass  authorizing  the 
equitable  settlement  of  his  accounts. — The  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Macon  presented  the  petition  of  Hadrianus 
Van  Noorden,  statins  that  he  has  claims  against 
the  Goyernment  of  France  for  the  illegal  capture 
of  two  vessels,  in  the  years  1796  and  1797,  and 
praying  relief. — The  petition  was  read,  and  laid 
on  file. 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  memorial  of  Daniel 
Smith,  president  of  the  Insurance  Company  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  others,  stating  that  they  have 
suffered  extensive  losses  by  captures,  seizures,  and 
condemnations,  under  the  authority  of  the  French 
Grovernment,  for  which  they  have  hitherto  been 
unable  to  obtain  indemnity,  and  praying  the  inter- 

Eosition  of  the  General  Government  in  their  be- 
alf. — The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
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Mr.  Johnson,  of  LoQisiaoa,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Isaac  A.  Smith,  aod  others,  of  Florida, 
prayiDg  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  may  be  ex- 
tended to  certain  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. — The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  William  W.  Montgomery,  praying  that 
a  balance  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  in  fay  or 
of  Michael  Reynolds,  as  late  marshal  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  Louisiana  district,  who  has  died 
insolvent,  may  be  paid  to  the  memorialist,  or  ap- 
plied to  tne  discharge  of  claims  for  which  he  is 
liable,  as  the  surety  of  the  said  Reynolds,  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  official  duties. — The 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  itatement,  show- 
ing the  exact  amount  which  will  be  due  and  payable 
to  the  CommtMionen  of  the  Sinking  Fnnd,  on  the 
first  day  of  Febmary,  1835. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  <<An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
M.  Collier,"  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RuGGLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred,  on  the  9th  instant,  the  pe- 
tition of  Hanson  Kelly,  made  a  report,  together 
with  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Tuesday,  December  23. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Greer,  praying  a  pension.  The  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition 
of  Joseph  Leland  and  others,  merchants,  ship- 
owners, and  8hi[>-masters,  interested  in  the  navi- 
^tion  of  Saco  river,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  pray- 
ing that  a  pier  may  be  erected,  and  buoys  placed, 
at  the  mouth  of  said  river.  The  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  committee  to  which  was 
referred,  on  the  18th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
furnish,  for  the  use  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
an  abstract  of  the  military  bounty  lands  lying 
within  the  same,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Thomas  Shitlds,  purser  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  praying  a  release  from  the 
United  States  of  their  moiety  of  the  proceeds  of  a 
prize  cargo,  captured,  and  prosecuted  to  condem- 
nation at  his  expense.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  the  petition  of  Taylor 
Berry,  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  release 
his  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  in  Missouri,  derived 
from  the  United  States,  but  contested  at  law ;  and 


that  he  mav  enter,  in  lieu  thereof,  an  equal  quai 
titj  of  public  land.  The  petition  was  read,  an 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  b 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revire,  an 
continue  in  force.  An  act,  passed  on  the  3d  Marcl 
1815,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  tl^ 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  the  tonnage  a 
ships  and  vessels,  ^nd  on  goods,  wares,  and  mei 
chandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  as  in 
poses  a  discriminating  duty  on  tonnage,  betwee 
foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  State: 
and  between  goods  imported  into  the  Unite 
Sates  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  Uoite 
States ; "  and.  An  act,  passed  20th  April,  181^ 
entitled  '^  An  act  concerning  tonnage  and  dis 
criminating  duties  in  certain  cases;"  and,  A 
act  in  addition  thereto,  passed  on  the  third  day  c 
March,  1819. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  c 
Charles  M.  Collier,"  was  read  the  second  tim< 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mi 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  directing  the  Secretary  c 
the  Treasury  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statemei 
of  the  exact  amount  that  will  be  due  and  payabl 
to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  oi 
the  first  day  of  January,  1^5,  wa^  read  for  con 
sideration. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  that,  as  the  first  loan  mad 
during  the  late  war,  l>ecame  due  at  the  tlm 
named  in  his  resolution,  he  wished  to  know  wha 
amount  the  Treasury  would  be  bound  to  pay  i 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  on  tha 
day.  The  President  had  stated,  that  there  woul 
be  nine  millions  of  dollars  in  the  Treasury  at  tha 
time.  Many  gentlemen,  perhaps,  suppose  tba 
sum  to  be  yet  unappropriated ;  but  Mr.  S.  believe 
a  considerable  part  of  it  would  fall  due  to  th 
Sinking  Fund,  and  he  wished  to  know  the  exac 
amount. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  uo 
favorable  to  the  petition  of  Hanson  Kelly,  wa 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  to  reverse  the  report:  whic 
motion  was  supported  by  himself  and  bv  Messr 
Smith  and  Branch;  and  was  opposea  by  M: 
RuooLEs.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Ha  tne,  the  repoi 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  tb 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  herewith  transmit  to  Congress  a  statement,  li 
William  Lambert,  explanatory  of  his  astronomic 
calculations,  with  a  view  to  establish  the  longitude  < 
the  Capitol. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASBisroToir,  December  2(1,  1823. 

The  Message  and  document  therein  referred  1 
were  read. 


Wednesday,  December  24. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Smith  asked  and  ol 
tained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  and  coi 
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tifloe  in  force  cerCaia  acts  relative  to  discrimi- 
oatiog  daties  oo  imports  and  tonnage ;  which  was 
read  twice,  by  qnanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  ihe  Coounittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition 
of  JosiaJi  Hook,  collector  of  the  port  of  Penobscot, 
prayiog  to  be  indemnified  against  a  judgment  ob- 
tained a^inst  him  for  the  seizure  of  provisions, 
with  wmcb  it  was  attempted  to  supply  the  enemy 
during  the  late  war.  The  petition  was  read,  and 
re/erred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  S«oate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  aathorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
fornish,  for  the  use  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
an  abstnet  of  the  military  bounty  lands  lying 
w'lihm  (he  »me ; "  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Van  Bdben  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday 
oeit,  be  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  res- 
olotioO}  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
QitioQ  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the 
dectioo  of  President  and  Vice  President. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Friday. 


Fbidat,  December  26. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
i&formed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  supple- 
menlary  to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,"  with  an  amend- 
ment, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^^  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah  Manning,  of  New 
Jcrsej;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  W.  Bacotj"  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  coDcurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jeremiah  Manning,  of  New  Jersey,"  was  read 
twice^  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tho- 
mas W.Bacot,"  was  read  twice,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Rt!gqles,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  "Which  was  referred,  on  the  23d  instant,  the  bill, 
eDtided  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Col- 
"*fj '  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
yhich  was  referred,  on  the  24th  instant,  the  bill  \ 
"to  revire  and  continue  in  force  certain  acts  rela- 
UTi  to  discriminating  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
^^'  reported  the  same,  with  amendments :  which 
were  read. 

Mr.  B&aTON  submitted  the  following  resolution 
^cr  eoasideration : 

Rmkti,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  in- 
^  ^to  the  eipediency  of  exposing  to  public  sale 
^  *^  ffliaes  and  salines  of  the  United  SUtes ;  and, 
u  sQch  stiei  be  deemed  expedient,  that  they  then  in- 
l'"^*  *^*ther  any  farther  provision  by  law  be  necee- 
^  ibrtbe  parpoee  of  acquiring  and  diffusing  among 
'^  people  of  the  United  SUtea  a  more  general  know- 


ledge of  the  titaation  and  Talne  of  those  mines  and 
salines,  prior  to  such  sales. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Ruolvedt  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  instructed 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  the  information  in 
his  possession,  as  to  the  condition  of  the  National  road, 
commencing  at  Madisonville,  in  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  terminating  at  Florence,  on  the  Tennemee 
river ;  and  as  to  the  expediency  of  transporting  the 
mails  to  and  from  New  Orleans  on  the  said  route. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  motions  for 
consideration : 

Remfived,  That,  where  any  vacancy  happens  in  anj 
of  the  offices  of  the  Senate,  the  vacancy  shall  be  sup- 
plied by  ballot  of  the  members  present. 

Resolvedf  That  the  Senate  will,  on  the day  of 

,  by  ballot,  elect  Ute  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  the 

Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  Doorkeeper,  Assistant  Door- 
keeper, together  with  the  principal  and  other  clerks; 
and  on  the  third  day  of  each  and  every  Congress  they 
will,  in  like  manner,  appoint  those  officers. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
of  Mitchener  Cadwallader,  stating  that  he  is  en- 
gaged in  the  publication  of  a  periodical  journal, 
entitled  "  The  Archives,'^  and  praying  authority 
to  take  copies  for  the  sam^,  of  all  State  papers  un- 
der the  control  of  Congress,  and  such  other  facil- 
ities towards  the  prosecution  of  his  design,  as  may 
be  deemed  expedient.  The  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Walter  S.  Chandler,  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  prayins;  the  payment  of  five  final 
settlement  certincates,  burnt  m  the  year  1790,  while 
in  his  possession. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petition  of 
Andrew  Henshaw,  deputy  surveyor  of  the  public 
lands,  praying  the  payment  of  an  account  for  ser- 
vices in  that  capacity,  the  amount  of  which  has 
been  wrongfully  withheld  by  the  late  surveyor  of 
the  lands  ot  the  United  States  south  of  Tennes- 
see. The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  im- 
prisoned for  debt;"  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition 
of  Hanson  Kelly,  together  with  the  amendment 
proposed  thereto;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Chand- 
ler, it  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  with  instructions  to  inquire  whether  it 
was  not  the  duty  of  the  marshal  to  call  on  the 
contractor  for  the  district  to  furnish  rations  for  the 
prisoners  of  war,  during  the  late  war ;  and  whe- 
ther there  was  not  a  contractor  for  furnishing  ra- 
tions for  the  district  of  North  Carolina;  and  whe- 
ther the  marshal  was  authorized  to  contract  for 
rations  for  prisoners  of  war,  where  there  was  such 
a  contractor ;  and  whether  the  contract  between 
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the  marshal  of  North  Carolina  and  Hanson  Kelly 
was  a  written  contract ;  and  to  obtain  from  the 
commissary  of  prisoners  and  Secretary  of  War 
such  other  information  relating  to  said  contract 
as  they  may  be  able  to  gi?e. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  furnish,  for  the  use  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  an  abstract  of  the  mili- 
tary bounty  lands  lying  within  the  same,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Mills  gare  notice  that,  on  Monday  next, 
he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution, 
proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President. 


Mo  N  OAT,  December  29. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  jpetition  of  John 
Meeuj  and  others,  citizens  of  Philadelphia  and  its 
Ticinity,  praying  a  modification  of  the  tariff,  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  manufactures  of  the 
United  States.  The  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  John  Hol- 
ling,  president  of  the  Maryland  Insurance  Com- 
pany^ and  others,  underwriters  and  merchants  of 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  stating  that  they  have  claims 
against  France  for  the  illegal  seizure  and  seques- 
tration of  property,  to  a  large  amount,  and  praying 
the  interposition  of  the  Goyernment  in  their  be- 
half. Tne  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama^  presented  the  petition  of 
John  Forbes  and  Company,  praying  the  confirma- 
tion of  their  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the 
Tensa  river.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petition 
of  Nicholas  Cook,  agent  for  the  heirs  of  Nicholas 
Baudin,  praying  the  confirmation  of  their  title  to 
a  tract  of  land.  The  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Chastang,  praying  the  con- 
firmation of  their  title  to  a  tract  of  land.  The 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition  of  John  Hall, 
representing  that  he  is  confined  in  jail  on  a  judg- 
ment rendered  against  him  at  the  suit  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  district  of  Missouri ;  and  praying 
to  be  discnarged  from  imprisonment.  The  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Macon,  the  petition  of  Ha- 
driaous  Van  Noorden,  presented  on  the  22d  inst., 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Lanman,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  W. 
Bacot,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Hayne  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 


Retohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiira 
instructed  to  ioqairts  into  the  expediency  of  eitablii 
ing  m  navy  yard  at  Charleston,  Soath  Carolina,  for 
building  and  repairing  of  sloopa  of  war  of  an  iofe^ 
das. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  followi 
motion  for  consideration : 

Resoived,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Land^ 
SttBtnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granti 
a  pre-emption  to  one  quarter  section  of  land  to  e^ 
of  the  counties  of  Bibb,  Conecuh,  Henry,  Pike,  i 
Covington,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  for  the  locatj 
of  their  respective  seats  of  justice. 

The  resolution  offered  on  Friday  last,  by  It 
Barton,  proposing  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
exposing  to  public  sale  the  lead  mines  and  salii 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  was  again  rei 
and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  offered  on  Friday,  by  Mr.  Eat^ 
providing  for  the  biennial  elections  of  the  offici 
of  the  Senatej  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  Friday  last, 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  calling  upon  thePo 
master  Greneral  for  infomiation  respecting  "1 
condition  of  the  National  road,  commencing 
Madisonyilie,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  i 
minating  at  Florence,  on  the  Tennessee  river,  a 
as  to  the  expediency  of  transporting  the  mails 
and  from  New  Orleans,  on  the  said  route,"  ^ 
again  read,  and  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representati^ 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  paf ^ 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  extending  thetei 
of  half-pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  child^ 
of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  died  in  i 
public  service ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  i 
relief  of  Brintnel  Bobbins ;"  also,  a  bill,  en  tit] 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Loudon  Case ;"  in  wfai 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  extending  j 
term  of  half-pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  cbil 
ren  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  died 
the  public  service,"  was  read  twice,  by  unanirad 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nai 
Afibirs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Brii 
nel  Robbins."  was  read  twice,  by  unanimous  cc 
sent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  L({ 
don  Case,"  was  read  twice,  by  unanimous  consej 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS  AND  TONNAGE. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  cert^ 
acts  relative  to  duties  on  imports  and  tonna^ 
was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Finani 
rose  to  state  to  the  Senate  the  obiects  of  this  bi 
He  said  the  subject  was  probably  generally  U 
derstood  by  members;  but,  as  some  might  i 
have  had  the  time  to  pay  that  attention  to  t 
subject  which  its  importance  required,  he  bop 
to  be  pardoned  for  attempting  to  explain  it  i 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Unil 
States,  it  was  soon  perceived  that  the  navigati 
I  of  the  country  was  prostrated ;  and  that  our  tra 
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was  earned  on.  almost  ezclusirely,  hj  foreign ' 
sbippiog.    Under  these  eircuoostances,  it  became  \ 
oecessarf  that  Congress  should  adopt  some  meas-  ' 
ure  to  give  encouragement  to  our  own  shippinf ; 
aod  a  lav,  proposing  to  give  our  commerce  the 
D<cfssafy  advantages  over  that  of  foreign  nations, 
Id  our  own  ports,  was  passed.    This  Taw  estab- 
lished a  tonnage  duty  of  six  cents  on  the  Ameri- 
cao  vessel,  and  fifty  cent5  on  the  foreign,  and  also 
ao  import  doty  of  10  per  cent  in  favor  of  the 
shipptag  of  the  United  States.    These  two  pro- 
risioDs,  it  was  then  believed,  would  operate  so 
laTorahly  as  to  induce  American  merchants  to 
boildvesseUjaod  this  expectation  was  abundantly 
realized.   The  commerce  of  the  country  made 
iQch  rapid- progress  under  the  system,  as  to  render 
It  rerjr  little  necessary.    All  the  expected  advan- 
tages were  reaped  from  this  law,  so  long  as  the 
gmciple  remained  untouched  by  foreign  nations. 
at,  their  attention  was  fioally  turned  towards  it. 
Cflgiaad  observed  the  j^reat  advantages  that  re- 
uiied  from  our  discriminating  duties  \  and,  in  a 
wbseqoeiu  treaty  with  us,  she  reserved  to  herself 
(be  right  to  countervail  these  duties,  which  she 
afterwards  did.    At  the  time  she  instituted  her 
counierTailiag  duties,  our  then  Minister  in  Eng- 
Uod  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Government,  suggesting 
[be  propriety  of  taking  some  measures  on  thesut^ 
jeetf  before  England  had  time  to  taste  the  sweets 
of  this  policy.    About  the  year  1801,  the  subject 
was  brought  forward  in  Congress,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  doing  away  all  countervailing  duties,  by 
admittiog,  on  terms  of  reciprocity,  the  vessels  of 
all  aatioas  who  were  willing  to  adopt  the  same 
policy  ID  regard  to  us,  was  explained.    But  the 
utempi  did  not  succeed;  people  could  not  be 
Dude  to  extend  their  views  to  the  time  when  the 
fiaropeao  wars  should  cease,  and  the  nations  leA 
free  to  retort  opon  us,  for  our  discriminating  sys- 
tem. Bat,  at  last,  the  peace  of  Amiens  took  place, 
tad  that  event  opened  the  ejres  of  our  people.    It 
showed  us  that  British  ships  would  get  all  the 
empjopneot,  while  we  retained  our  disorimina- 
Uog  law.   They  could  carry  goods  the  whole 
aiQOQQi  of  freight  cheaper  than  our  vessels.    War 
again  oommenced  ;  and,  so  long  as  it  continued, 
oor  sT><rai  did  us  no  harm.    But  when  peace 
^t^t  retonied,  it  was  soon  found  what  would  be 
the  result  of  our  policy.    It  was  in  1815  that  the 
act  paaed  repealing  all  discriminating  duties  on 
tbe  veneis  o(  those  nations  which  would  admit 
ottsoD  terou  of  reciprocity.    Mr.  S.  enumerated 
^bseqoeoi  kws  which  bad  passed,  defining  the 
^feratioo  of  the  act,  in  relation  to  our  trade  with 
^  coktties  of  other  countries,  with  the  Hanse 
^^>,  &c.    In  the  last  act  they  had  all  been 
coitt&oeti  in  operation  till  the  1st  of  January, 
16^,  tad  the  law  now  before  the  Senate  proposed 
stiil  to  continue  them  in  force.     The  law  which 
*i^  passed,  introducing  the  principle  of  recipro- 
ntiriD  regard  to  the  Netherlands,  was  met  by 
jbeir  Government  with  a  corresponding  spirit; 
bat  they  have  since  made  a  law  of  a  discrimina- 
ting oature,  from  the  supposition  that  we  intended 
^  give  up  ihe  system  or  reciprocity.    But,  Mr.  S. 
^<li  be  had  been  rafomud  by  their  charge  d'af- 


faires that  the  revival  of  this  act  on  our  part 
would  produce  the  repeal  of  their  late  law.  The 
importance  of  acting  immediately  on  this  sub*> 
ject,  in  consequence  of  the  proximity  of  the  period 
when  the  former  acts  in  relation  to  it  would  ex- 
pire, Mr.  S.  said,  had  induced  him  to  present  the 
objects  of  the  bill  to  the  Senate  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Lloto,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  regretted 
extremely  the  necessity  of  acting  with  so  much 
haste  up!on  a  subject  of  this  importance.  The 
acts  proposed  to  be  continued  in  force,  he  knew, 
provided  for  the  admission  of  the  commerce  of 
foreign  nations  upon  the  same  footing  as  they  ad- 
mit ours.  But,  the  amendments  which  had  been 
proposed  to  this  act,  by  the  committee  to  whom 
It  was  referred,  Mr.  L.  had  not  seen  until  he 
found  them  on  his  table  this  morning.  He  did 
not  know  that  they  would  go  any  further  than 
had  been  stated  by  the  honorable  sentleman  from 
Maryland.  If  they  went  no  further  than  to  con- 
tinue in  force  the  present  acts  of  reciprocity,  he 
would  cheerfully  vote  for  them ;  but,  of  one  part 
of  the  proposed  bill,  he  felt  a  little  doubtful.  Mr* 
L.  read  a  clause  of  the  bill,  which  he  thought 
would  require  that  the  trade  with  the  colonies  of 
foreign  nations  should  be  placed  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  the  trade  to  the  mother  countries.  This 
provision  he  was  averse  to,  as  the  trade  lo  the 
colonies  had  always  been  regulated  by  the  Gov- 
ernments to  which  they  belonged.  The  law  of 
1815,  was  a  very  iust  and  proper  law ;  that  law 
only  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  ascer- 
tain upon  what  terms  our  commerce  was  admit- 
ted by  other  nations,  and  then  to  reciprocate  those 
terms  and  abolish  the  discriminating  system.  The 
Tiew  which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had 
taken  was  correct.  It  was  true  that,  at  the  end 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  our  commerce  was 
prostrated,  or  rather  that  ivwas  non-exbtent.  We 
had,  with  the  utmost  exertion,  thrown  off  the 
trammels  of  the  mother  country ;  and  we  came 
out  of  that  struggle  in  a  state  of  exhaustion.  In 
this  state  we  were  left  to  feel  our  own  way — ^we 
were  without  experience.  It  was  not  wonderful, 
then,  that  our  commerce  was  paralyzed — it  coula 
hardly  be  otherwise.  Among  other  exf^edients  to 
give  It  life,  the  system  of  discriminating  duties 
was  adopted.  Our  commerce  began  to  flourish, 
and  unrivalled  success  attended  it.  Very  shortly 
after,  indeed  almost  at  the  same  moment,  the 
French  revolution  took  place,  a  revolution  which 
convulsed  the  whole  world.  This  event  thraw  a 
very  great  proportion  of  trade  immediately  into 
our  hands.  Mr.  L.  thought  this  a  greater  cause  of 
the  prosperitv  of  our  commerce,  than  any  dis- 
crimmating  duties  laid  by  us.  Afterwards  it  had 
been  thought  proper  to  renounce  the  discriminat- 
ing system  and  to  adopt  a  fair  and  broad  principle 
of  reciprocity.  The  expediency  of  this  measure 
had  been  fully  proved — there  could  be  no  doubt 
of  it — experience  had  tested  it.  Into  that  system 
Qreat  Britain  had  reluctantly  entered.  Notwith- 
standing the  equal  terms  upon  which  her  ships 
were  admitted  to  our  ports,  not  one  in  twenty  of 
the  vessels  which  arrive  with  foreign  goods  are 
foreign  vessels.    She  would  not  have  adopted  it, 
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unless  she  had  gained  corresponding  advantages 
in  her  trade  with  ua.  Mr.  L.  said  he  would  agree 
to  the  bill  now  proposed,  if  it  only  went  so  far  as 
to  continue  the  former  acts  of  reciprocity ;  but  he 
feared  it  went  further ;  that  it  required  not  only 
the  trade  to  the  European,  but  to  the  colonial 
ports  also,  to  accord  with  its  principles.  To  this 
requisition  neither  Great  Britain  nor  France 
would  submit;  and  it  would  only  have  a  ten- 
dency to  bring  upon  us  a  vexatious  war  of  dis- 
criminating duties. 

Mr.  Smith  briefly  replied.  He  did  not  think 
the  words  of  the  bill  would  warrant  the  conclu- 
sion drawn  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  made  some  few  re- 
marks on  the  subject,  which  were  not  heard  dis- 
tinctly. 

Mr.  Hatnb  returned  his  thanks  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  for  his  able  remarks  upon 
the  commercial  history  of  the  country ;  but  con- 
fessed that  he  felt  unprepared  to  act  on  this  sub- 
ject at  this  moment.  He  had  only  seen  the  bill 
for  the  first  time  this  morning.  He  moved,  there- 
fore, that  the  subject  should  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  honorable 
member  from  Massachusetts  would  have  an  op- 
portunity to  satisfy  his  doubts  upon  the  tendency 
of  the  bill,  and  he  himself  would  have  time  for 
further  inquiry. 

Mr.  Hayne's  motion  prevailed,  and  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  was  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Mills,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  to  ask  leave, 
in  pursuance  of  notice  which  he  had  given  on  Fri- 
day last,  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution,  proposing 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  in  regard  to  th^  election  of  President  and 
Vice  President.  Previously,  however,  to  the  ques- 
tion, on  granting  leave  bein^  put,  Mr.  M.  said  he 
would,  by  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  state  the 
substance  of  his  proposition,  and,  very  briefly, 
some  of  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to 
offer  it.  The  Constitution  should  be  approached 
with  great  caution.  He  deprecated  too  frequent 
attempts  to  amend  it,  as  calculated  to  derange  its 
nicely  adjusted  powers,  and  to  lessen  the  respect 
and  veneration  which  all  should  cherish  for  that 
instrument.  It  was  the  work  of  men's  hands, 
and  therefore  not  perfect ;  but  still  ought  not  to 
be  subjected  to  all  the  varying  changes  which 
temporary  inconvenience  maysugg[est,  nor  should 
alterations  be  made  as  an  expedient  to  effect  a 
momentary  and  perhaps  imaginary  good.  For 
several  successive  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  M. 
said,  efforts  had  been  made  to  procure  amend- 
ments in  relation  to  this  subject,  and  at  the  pre- 
sent session,  those  efforts  had  been  renewed  with 
increased  zeal,  and  multiplied  beyond  ail  former 
example.  After  the  various  propositions  which 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Senate,  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  to  present  any  project  which 
should  bear  the  stamp  of  novelt^,  or  which  had 
not  before  occurred  to  others.  He  had,  therefore, 
not  attempted  it,  nor  had  he  relied  upon  his  own 


wisdom  or  invention  in  the  amendment  he  \i 
about  to  propose ;  but  had  resorted  to  the  uoil 
wisdom  of  that  illustrious  band  of  patriots  a 
statesmen,  who  devised  and  framed  the  exceil^ 
form  of  Government,  under  which  we  have  i 
joyed  so  much  prosperity  and  happiness;  a! 
wnich,  by  a  wise  and  prudent  administration 
our  rulers,  and  intelligence  and  integrity  am<^ 
the  people,  was  calculated  to  continue  and  p< 
petuate  those  blessings.  He  wished  then,  to  | 
turn  to  the  good  old  ways  of  our  political  fatb« 
and  to  reinstate  in  the  Constitution  its  origil 
provision  for  the  choice  of  President  and  Vj 
President  of  the  United  States.  This,  Mr.  J 
said,  was  the  whole  of  his  proposition.  Ii  h{ 
met  the  sanction  of  the  enlightened  assembly 
which  he  had  alluded,  and  the  conventions  of  t 
several  States ;  it  had  been  tested  by  experieoj 
and  seemed  better  calctilated  in  time  to  come 
to  effect  a  choice  by  the  Electors  appointed  j 
that  purpose,  and  above  all,  to  secure  for  the  ^ 
ond  ofllce  in  the  Government  those  qualificatid 
and  endowments,  which,  in  a  good  desree,  fit  h| 
for  the  JSrtt,  The  illustrious  body  of  men  w| 
framed  our  Constitution,  had  dimculties  of  I 
small  magnitude  to  encounter;  local  prejudic 
were  to  be  removed ;  conflicting  interests  to  | 
reconciled ;  the  jealousy  of  the  small  States  t 
suaged,  and  the  power  and  influence  of  the  larj 
States  restrainea,  and  it  was  only  by  mutu 
sacrifices  for  the  common  good,  that  a  system  j 
compromise  and  concession  was  at  length  effects 
Among  those  difl&culties,  the  organization  of  t| 
Executive  department,  the  powers  with  which 
should  be  invested,  the  number  of  which  it  shoii 
be  composed,  and  the  manner  which  it  shod 
be  appointed,  were  not  the  least  formidabi 
Upon  this  subject,  they  moved  in  a  new  and  ui 
tried  path,  and  were  to  be  guided  only  by  tl 
light  of  their  own  minds,  and  a  knowledge  of  t| 
institutions  of  their  country.  The  history  of  oihl 
republics,  ancient  or  modern,  afforded  them  i 
aid;  for,  althouffh  confederacies  of  free  Stall 
had  existed  in  different  ages  of  the  world,  both  i 
ancient  and  modern  times,  yet,  in  none  of  tbe| 
had  there  existed  a  common  permanent  head,  vest^ 
with  Executive  powers  only,  for  the  administrj 
tion  of  the  civil  as  well  as  military  part  of  the  Goi 
ernment,and  appointed  in  any  manner  adapted  1 
the  genius  of  our  people.  This  part  of  their  dut| 
therefore,  had  called  forth  the  most  minute  ior^ 
tigation  and  full  discussion  in  that  body.  A  ri 
currence  to  the  history  of  those  times,  and  to  ii 
journals  of  that  Convention,  would  show  thi 
the  plan  adopted  was  not  the  only  one  sobmitt^ 
to  their  consideration ;  that  various  projects  we) 
offered,  both  in  relation  to  the  organization  an 
duration  of  the  ofl&ce ;  that,  at  one  time,  it  w^ 
proposed  he  should  be  elected  by  the  Grovernol 
of  the  States,  and  that,  for  a  long  time  after  th 
first  draught  of  the  Constitution  was  submitted.! 
seemed  to  be  determined  that  the  Executive  shoul 
be  chosen  by  the  Legislative  branch  of  the  Goi 
ernment ;  and  this  plan  remained  unaltered  unt 
about  the  time  the  Constitution  was  reported  in  il 
final  shape.    Until  near  this  time,  too,  it  was  un 


61 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


62 


ikcvitsR,  1823. 


Amendment  to  the  ConstUuHon, 


Senate. 


£*tr:de(lby  what  number  of  individuals  the  Execu- 
ire  power  should  be  exercised — whether  by  one  or 
mrf ;  whrther  such  an  office  as  that  of  Vice  Presi- 
dent sboald  be  created,  or  what  should  be  his  du- 
ties. From  the  various  projects  which  were  before 
iheoLiDd  surrounded  as  they  were  with  such  nu- 
mertxu  difficuhies,  the  authors  of  the  Constitution 
jeri5(daplitt  for  the  election  of  President  and 
Vic? Presideot,  which  secured  the  hearty  concur- 
:rr.id  the  people.  For,  although  almost  every 
aff  part  of  that  instrument  met  with  the  warm- 
K  cppositioD,  and  particularly  the  powers  vested 
u  the  Executive,  yet  it  is  believed  that  his  mode 
;:' appoinunent  escaped  even  the  animadversion 
:t  its  e&eaues. 

For  vJMt  purpose,  asked  Mr.  M.,  was  the  office 
.V  Wet  President  created  ?  Was  it  that  he  might 
pkle  over  the  meetings  of  this  House  ?  No  sir. 
If  :iiit  had  been  the  case,  we  should  be  left,  like 
a>t  other  legislative  bodies,  to  appoint  our  own 
7r^JdiQg  officer.  The  Constitution  had  in  view 
^\  he  might  be  called  upon,  in  certain  events,  to 
itfcise  the  high  and  important  functions  of  the 
;:ief  Executive  Magistrate.  Hence,  it  provided 
22(  he  should  be  voted  for  as  President  of  the 
"X'H  Sutesjfrom  among  the  candidates  for  that 
'd  ofice.  This  mode  of  election  clearly  shows 
^i'.  hisbosiness  in  the  Grovemment,  ^nd  the  chief 
t350Q  of  his  appointment,' was  not  merely  to  con- 
i'Jct  the  deliberations  of  the  Senate.  The  first 
:fficir ill  ihe  Government  might  be  arrested  in  the 
ii.ijt  of  his  career,  by  the  arm  of  death ;  sickness 
B'ziitdestroy  his  faculties;  the  visitation  of  Provi- 
:f3»  might  prostrate  in  ruins  his  intellectual 
icwers;  be  might  be  removed  by  impeachment, 
:  Tolgiiurily  retire  from  his  arduous  duties.    In 

likr  of  these  events,  the  Executive  authority 
3w  be  idministered  by  some  individual,  and  the 
s-'it  of  election  pointeid  out  by  the  Constitution, 
^itorigiaaliy  stood,  would  always  secure  to  the 
Gantry,  in  the  second  office  of  the  Government, 
^^serricesof  an  enlightened  citizen,  elected  with 
^  ^^«wto  his  qualifications  for  the  first  office,  and 
»f&aoitdto  be  capable  of  discharging  iu  high  and 
at-xUBt  duties.  If  this  was  the  object  for  which 
J« Selected,  Mr.  M.  contended,  that,  reasoning 
Vyiihai  object  would  be  much  more  likeljr  to 
*«KCH4,an(j  with  greater  facility  and  security, 
3  «e  mode  originally  pointed  out  in  the  Consti- 
5i::oa.  To  accomplish  the  end  in  view,  the  Con- 
>t(ioQ  had  provided,  that  the  Electors  should 
^^ijQ  their  respective  States,  and  vote  for  two 
t)0Q^,0De  of  whom,  at  least,  should  not  be  an 
JiwUttt  of  the  same  State  with  themselves; 
-i  Ihe  person  having  a  majority  of  the  votes  of 
-■=  Weciors  should  be  the  President,  and  the 
"^a  baring  the  next  highest  number  of  votes 
-m  be  the  Vice  President ;  presuming,  that,  as 
;^a  vould  be  voted  for,  without  designation,  as 
•••^wni,  both  would  be  worthy  of  the  office,  and 
'^P^tent  to  perform  its  duties.  Experience  has 
-«ioned  the  correctness  of  this  theory,  and 

'^!*J'»«  conclusion  of  their  reasoning  to  be  well 
f'^f'^y-  Solong  as  that  provision  remained  a 
tw^f  Constitution,  and  two  persons  were 
^^  tor,  without  designation  or  distinction,  the 


:■!' 


person  filling  the  office  of  Vice  President  was,  in- 
variably, at  a  subsequent  election,  elevated  to  the 
Executive  chair.  But,  since  that  provision  has 
been  altered,  and  the  Electors  have  been  called 
upon  to  designate,  by  their  votes,  a  person  for  a 
secondary  and  inferior  office,  other  views  and 
other  considerations,  have  influenced  his  selection 
— without  the  hope  or  expectation  of  any  further 
advancement. 

But,  Mr.  M.  said,  the  propriety  of  the  original 
mode  of  election  was  not  onlv  evident  from  the 
deductions  of  reasoning,  and  tne  voice  of  experi- 
ence, but  it  was  fully  confirmed  by  the  prospect  of 
the  future,  and  especially  by  the  prospect  imme- 
diately before  the  nation.  An  election  is  rapidly 
approaching;  and,  although  a  constellation  of 
worthies  have  been  for  months,  and,  he  mieht  say, 
for  years,  presented  to  the  people,  as  candidates  for 
the  Presidential  chair,  what  single  individual  has 
yet  been  seriously^  named  to  fill  the  office  of  Vice 
President  ?  While  no  small  excitement  exists  in 
the  public  mind  in  relation  to  the  one,  there  was, 
as  far  as  he  knew,  an  utter  apathy  and  indifference 
in  relation  to  the  other.  What,  then.  Mr.  M. 
asked,  would  be  the  probable  result  ot  the  two 
modes,  at  the  approaching  election  ?  Suppose  all 
these  distinguished  personages  should  be  candi- 
dates, one  only  could  be  chosen  to  office;  because, 
the  friends  ot  neither,  under  the  present  system, 
would  probably  consent  that  their  favorite  can- 
diate  for  the  rresidencjr  should  be  held  up,  eo 
nomifUf  for  the  Vice  Presidency.  But,  if  the  Con- 
stitution had  remained  in  its  original  form,  in  all 
probability,  two  of  them  might  be  elected — one  to 
the  first,  and  another  to  the  second  office.  You 
would  then  have  a  person  for  Vice  President  ca- 
pable, at  least  in  the  opinion  of  a  plurality  of  the 
Electors,  of  discharging  the  duties  incumbent  on 
the  President,  and  who  nad  received  their  suffra- 
ges as  such. 

The  leading  object  avowed  by  sentlemen  who 
now  propose  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  is 
to  prevent  the  election  of  President  from  devolving 
on  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  M.  said  that,  if  the  view  he  had  just  pre- 
sented was  correct,  the  event,  so  much  and  so  justly 
deprecated,  would  be  much  less  likely  to  occur, 
under  the  Constitution  as  originally  adopted,  than 
in  its  present  shape.  In  the  various  combinations 
of  ballots  which  would  result  from  voting  for  two 
persons  for  the  same  office,  it  would  be  almost 
certain  that  one  of  them  would  be  elected  Presi- 
dent, and  as  the  person  having  the  next  highest 
number,  thotigh  not  a  majority,  would  be  deemed 
to  have  a  sumcient  support  to  entitle  him  to  the 
second  office,  as  standing  second  in  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  the  election  of  both  would  be  se- 
cured. Surely  this  would  be  a  much  better  ar- 
rangement than  that  half  a  dozen  candidates 
should  be  contending  for  the  first  office  alone, 
neither  of  whom  could  have  the  second,  and  that, 
too,  with  very  little  prospect  of  either  succeeding 
by  the  Electoral  vote.  Mr.  M.  put  it  to  the 
Senate,  whether  this  was  not  a  fair  view  of  the 
prospect  immediately  before  us.  Should  the  ap- 
proaching election  be  conducted  in  the  mode 
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pointed  out  by  the  amendmeDt  which  he  was 
about  to  submit,  very  little  doubt  would  be  enter- 
tained that  a  choice  would  be  effected,  without 
the  intervention  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
But,  under  the  present  mode,  there  was  not,  he 
said,  probably,  an  honorable  gentleman  in  the 
Senate  who  indulged  a  reasonable  hope  that  this 
would  be  the  result.  To  those,  therefore,  who  wish 
to  avoid  so  disastrous  event,  Mr.  M.  appealed  for 
their  support  of  the  proposition  he  was  about  to 
submit,  and  to  unite  with  him  in  restoring  the 
Constitution  to  its  original  form. 

Mr.  M.  said,  that  the  object  which  he  mainly  had 
in  view,  was  to  reinstate  in  the  Constitution  the 
mode  originally  prescribed  for  the  Electors  to  give 
in  their  votes.  If  this  object  should  meet  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  Senate,  some  of  the  amendments 
which  have  been  proposed  by  other  gentleman, 
may,  nevertheless,  be  engrafted  upon  it.  He  did 
not  intend,  nor  perhaps  would  it  oe  proper,  to  go 
into  an  argument  respecting  other  propositions 
which  had  been  offered,  and  which  were  now  be- 
fore the  Senate.  He  begged  leave,  however,  to 
submit  a  few  remarks  upon  those  parts  of  other 
plans  which  might  be  connected  with  or  are  hos- 
tile to  his  own  proposition.  The  districting  sys- 
tem, if  ai^roved,  might  be  incorporated  with  the 
plan  he  was  about  to  propose.  But  Mr.  M.  thought 
tliere  were  strong  arguments  against  the  amend- 
ment which  proposed  to  district  the  whole  coun- 
try for  the  choice  of  Electors.  One  of  its  professed 
objects  i§,  to  secure  the  choice  of  Electors  to  the 
people,  without  any  control  of  the  States.  If  the 
election  of  the  Federal  Executive  is  to  be  made  by 
the  popular  will,  it  is  obvious  that  justice  requires 
that  the  people  in  every  part  of  the  Union  should 
be  placed  upon  the  basis  of  equality,  so  that  the 
citizens  of  one  State  should  enjoy  as  creat  a  share 
of  this  privilege,  as  the  citizens  of  another.  Widely 
different,  however,  would  be  the  operation  of  this 
system.  Great  inequality  would  be  produced. 
The  State  of  Rhode  Island^  for  instance,  with  a 
population  of  a  little  over  eighty  thousand,  is  en- 
titled to  four  Electors,  and  would,  therefore,  be 
divided  into  four  districts,  each  district  containing 
about  twenty  thousand ;  while  the  State  of  New 
York,  entitled  to  thirty-six  Electors,  and  divided 
into  thirty-six  Electoral  districts,  would  have  a 
population  of  forty  thousand  in  each  district.  The 
arffument.  therefore,  is  fallacious  and  delusive, 
which  holds  this  system  as  one  of  equality.  There 
would,  in  fact,  be  as  much  inequality  in  this  mode, 
as  in  an  election  by  the  House  of  Representatives ; 
or,  at  least,  a  proportional  inequality ;  for,  it  is 
obvious  that  a  majority  of  the  Electors  might  be 
chosen  by  a  minority  of  the  people. 

So  in  regard  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  honoratue  member  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Ben- 
1*0"})  giving  the  election  of  President  and  Vice 
President  immediateljr  to  the  people,  by  which 
each  State  is  to  be  divided  into  districts,  and  each 
district  to  have  one  vote,  and  that  vote  to  be  de- 
cided by  a  majority  of  the  people,  in  their  primary 
assemblies,  fiy  this  plan,  too,  a  minority  of  the 
people  may  not  only  govern  the  votes  of  a  State, 
bat  determine  the  election  of  a  President.    Mr. 


M.  said  that,  to  illustrate  the  truth  of  this  positi^ 
the  more  familiarly,  he  would  again  take  the  ^ 
ample  of  a  small  State.  The  State  of  Delawa 
would  be  divided  into  three  districts,  each  distrl 
having  one  vote.  '  Suppose  that  each  of  these  dl 
tricts  should  contain  one  thousand  voters;  that 
one  district  they  should  be  unanimous  for  A;  tfa 
in  the  two  other  districts  A  should  have  four  hu 
dred  and  fifty  votes,  and  B  five  hundred  and  fifl 
Here,  then,  the  people  of  the  State  of  Delawd 
would  cast  nineteen  hundred  votes  for  A,  al 
eleven  hundred  only  for  B;  and  yet,  B  woii 
count  two  votes  for  President,  in  Delaware,  ai 
A  only  one.  In  addition  to  this  objection, 
would  always  be  productive  of  great  public  e 
citement,  if  the  election  should  be  given  imme^ 
ately  to  the  people,  without  the  interveDtion 
Electors.  Experience  has  proved  the  truth  of  tl 
remark.  In  those  large  States  of  the  Uoic 
where  the  Executive  is  elected  by  the  people,  al 
especially  if  his  term  is  of  more  than  one  yeal 
duration,  there  is  much  more  public  excitemej 
animosity,  and  bitterness  produced,  than  in  sm| 
States,  where  the  office  is  of  less  importance. 

The  proposition  of  the  honorable  gentlemj 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hayne,)  Mr.  M.  saj 
had  many  reasons  to  recommend  k.  But  t^ 
was  one  provision  in  that  amendment,  to  whil 
he  could  not  yield  his  assent.  It  provides  thi 
when  the  choice  is  not  effected  by  the  Electoj 
at  their  first  balloting  in  their  respective  Statj 
the  power  of  electing  shall  again  return  to  ibel 
all  of  whom,  for  this  purpose,  shall  be  conveni 
in  one  place.  Here  would  be  the  same  opport 
nity  for  intrigue,  cabal,  and  corruption,  and  il 
!>ame  inconveniences  which  attend  an  election  J 
the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr.  Mills  beg^ 
pardon  of  the  Senate  for  any  apparent  transgr^ 
sion  of  Parliamentary  rule,  by  even  the  sli^ 
consideration  which  he  had  given  to  the  forn] 
propositions  for  amendment,  which  he  had  doj 
only  for  reasons  before  stated.  Believing,  hoj 
ever,  as  he  did,  that  the  restoration  of  the  ConsI 
tution  to  its  original  form,  in  regard  to  this  ill 
portant  subject,  would  add  to  the  stability  of  t{ 
Union,  enhance  the  respectability  of  the  Exec 
tive,  by  securing  to  the  people  the  services  of  t< 
of  her  most  respected  citizens  in  the  two  bigb^ 
officers  of  the  Gtovemment,  and  have  a  stroj 
tendency  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  an  electil 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  he  asked  lea| 
to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  to  that  effect.     ' 

Leave  was  accordingly  granted,  and  Mr.  Mih 
introduced  the  resolution  as  follows: 

I 

Ruoltfcd,  4«.,  That  the  following  amendment 
the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States  be  proposed 
the  Legitlatares  of  the  several  States;  which,  wh| 
ratified  by  the  Lcgislatares  of  three-foartht  of  tl 
SUtes,  shall  be  valid,  to  all  intenU  and  purposes, 
part  of  said  Constitutton : 

The  Electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  Slat^ 
and  vote  by  ballot  for  two  persona,  of  whom  one^ 
least  shall  not  be  an  inbabiUnt  of  the  tame  State  wr 
themaeWes.  And  they  shall  make  a  list  of  all  the  yt 
sons  voted  for,  and  of  the  number  of  votes  for  ead 
which  list  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and  trinsm 
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decided  b^  what  namber  of  individuals  the  Execo- 
tire  power  should  be  exercised — whether  by  one  or 
more;  whether  such  an  office  as  that  of  Vice  Presi- 
dent sfaoold  be  created,  or  what  should  be  his  du- 
ties. Prom  the  various  projects  which  were  before 
them,  and  surrounded  as  they  were  with  such  nu- 
merous difficulties,  the  authors  of  the  Constitution 
derised  a  plan  for  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice  President,  which  secured  the  hearty  concur- 
reoce  of  the  people.  For,  although  almost  every 
other  part  of  that  instrument  met  with  the  warm- 
fet  opposition,  and  particularly  the  powers  vested 
in  the  Executive,  yet  it  is  believed  that  his  mode 
of  appointineDt  escaped  even  the  animadversion 
of  iu  enemies. 

For  what  purpose,  asked  Mr.  M.,  was  the  office 
0^  Ffce President  created  ?  Was  it  that  he  might 
oresfde  over  the  meetings  of  this  House  ?  No  sir. 
If  thit  bad  been  the  case,  we  should  be  left,  like 
most  other  legislative  bodies,  to  appoint  our  own 
presidiog  offi^.  The  Constitution  had  in  view 
Uiit  he  might  be  called  upon,  in  certain  events,  to 
nercise  the  high  and  important  functions  of  the 
chief  Executive  Magistrate.  Hence,  it  provided 
that  he  shodd  be  voted  for  as  President  of  the 
Uoited  States,  frooa  among  the  candidates  for  that 
high  office.  This  mode  of  election  clearly  shows 
'.hat  hishosiness  in  the  Government,  ^nd  the  chief 
reason  ofhis  appointment,  was  not  merely  to  con- 
duct the  deliberations  of  the  Senate.  The  first 
officer  in  the  Gbvernment  might  be  arrested  in  the 
miiit  of  his  career,  by  the  arm  of  death ;  sickness 
might  destroy  his  faculties ;  the  visitation  of  Provi- 
dence might  prostrate  in  ruins  his  intellectual 
powers;  he  ought  be  removed  by  impeachment, 
or  Tolanurily  retire  from  his  arduous  duties.  In 
either  of  these  events,  the  Executive  authority 
moM  be  administered  by  some  individual,  and  the 
mode  of  election  pointed  out  by  the  Constitution, 
>s  it  ortgiaaliy  stood,  would  always  secure  to  the 
coaotry,  in  the  second  office  of  the  Government, 
theserricesof  an  enlightened  citizen,  elected  with 
2  view  to  his  qualifications  for  the  first  office,  and 
presumed  to  be  capable  of  discharging  its  high  and 
imporiant  duties.  If  this  was  the  object  for  which 
he  wu  elected,  Mr.  M.  contended,  that,  reasoning 
f^y^^^t  object  would  be  much  more  likely  to 
|»raected,iii(i  with  greater  facility  and  security, 
ui  the  fflode  originally  pointed  out  in  the  Consti- 
tutioD.  To  accomplish  the  end  in  view,  the  Con- 
ventioo  had  provided,  that  the  Electors  should 
n-et  10  their  respective  States,  and  vote  for  two 
^'^onc  of  whom,  at  least,  should  not  be  an 
j^sabiUDi  of  the  same  State  with  themselves; 
J^^^'hepCTson  having  a  majority  of  the  votes  of 
'-•J  Electors  should  be  the  President,  and  the 
P^  baring  the  next  highest  number  of  votes 
J/ioaJd  be  the  Vice  President ;  presuming,  that,  as 
^Jfl  would  be  voted  for,  without  designation,  as 
t^f'^ideiii,  both  would  be  worthy  of  the  office,  and 
^'^apetent  to  perform  its  duties.  Experience  has 
^ttcuoned  the  correctness  of  this  theory,  and 
f^^Si/^^  conclusion  of  their  reasoning  to  be  well 
^  f  So  long  as  that  provision  remained  a 
S[L  f^*  Constitution,  and  two  persons  were 
^^^  for,  withoot  designation  or  distinction,  the 


person  filling  the  office  of  Vice  President  was,  in- 
variably, at  a  subsequent  election,  elevated  to  the 
Executive  chair.  But,  since  that  provision  has 
been  altered,  and  the  Electors  have  been  called 
upon  to  designate,  by  their  votes,  a  person  for  a 
secondary  and  inferior  office,  other  views  and 
other  considerations,  have  influenced  his  selection 
— without  the  hope  or  expectation  of  any  further 
advancement. 

But,  Mr.  M.  said,  the  propriety  of  the  original 
mode  of  election  was  not  only  evident  from  the 
deductions  of  reasoning,  and  tne  voice  of  experi- 
ence, but  it  was  fully  confirmed  by  the  prospect  of 
the  future,  and  especially  by  the  prospect  imme- 
diately before  the  nation.  An  election  is  rapidly 
approaching;  and,  although  a  constellation  of 
worthies  have  been  for  months,  and,  he  mieht  say, 
for  years,  presented  to  the  people,  as  candidates  for 
the  Presidential  chair,  what  single  individual  has 
yet  been  seriously^  named  to  fill  the  office  of  Vice 
President  ?  While  no  small  excitement  exists  in 
the  public  mind  in  relation  to  the  one,  there  was, 
as  far  as  he  knew,  an  utter  apathy  and  indifierence 
in  relation  to  the  other.  What,  then.  Mr.  M. 
asked,  would  be  the  probable  result  or  the  two 
modes,  at  the  approaching  election  ?  Suppose  all 
these  distinguished  personages  should  be  candi- 
dates, one  only  could  be  ehoseli  to  office ;  because, 
the  friends  ot  neither,  under  the  present  system, 
would  probably  consent  that  their  favorite  can- 
diate  for  the  Presidency  should  be  held  up,  eo 
nomine,  for  the  Vice  Presidency.  But,  if  the  Con- 
stitution had  remained  in  its  original  form,  in  all 
probability,  two  of  them  might  be  elected — one  to 
the  first,  and  another  to  the  second  office.  You 
would  then  have  a  person  for  Vice  President  ca- 
pable, at  least  in  the  opinion  of  a  plurality  of  the 
Electors,  of  discharging  the  duties  incumbent  on 
the  President,  and  who  nad  received  their  suffra- 
ges as  such. 

The  leading  object  avowed  by  sentlemen  who 
now  propose  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  is 
to  prevent  the  election  of  President  from  devolving 
on  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Mr.  M.  said  that,  if  the  view  he  had  just  pre- 
sented was  correct,  the  event,  so  much  and  so  justly 
deprecated,  would  be  much  less  likely  to  occur, 
under  the  Constitution  as  originally  adopted,  than 
in  its  present  shape.  In  the  various  combinations 
of  ballots  which  would  result  from  voting  for  two 
persons  for  the  same  office,  it  would  be  almost 
certain  that  one  of  them  would  be  elected  Presi- 
dent, and  as  the  person  having  the  next  highest 
number,  though  not  a  majority,  would  be  deemed 
to  have  a  sumcient  support  to  entitle  him  to  the 
second  office,  as  standing  second  in  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  the  election  of  both  would  be  se- 
cured. Surely  this  would  be  a  much  better  ar- 
rangement than  that  half  a  dozen  candidates 
should  be  contending  for  the  first  office  alone, 
neither  of  whom  could  have  the  second,  and  that, 
too,  with  very  little  prospect  of  either  succeeding 
by  the  Electoral  vote.  Mr.  M.  put  it  to  the 
Senate,  whether  this  was  not  a  fair  view  of  the 
prospect  immediately  before  us.  Should  the  ap- 
proaching election  be  conducted  in  the  mode 
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States  differently  situated,  do  but  exercise  a  right, 
of  which  no  one  can  complain,  in  proposing  such 
terms  as  are  most  acceptable  to,  and  will  best  sub- 
serve the  interest  of,  their  immediate  constituents. 
It  is  well  understood,  that  the  tendency  of  this 
measure  will  be  to  reduce  greatly  the  present 
wei|[ht  of  the  large  States  in  the  general  scale,  by 
subiectin^  them  to  the  full  operation  of  the  polit- 
ical divisions  which  are  supposed  to  be  more  pecu- 
liar to  them^  and  thereby  preventing  them  from 
bringing  their  consolidated  strength  to  bear  upon 
the  Presidential  question.  It  is  proposed  to  do 
this  on  the  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri, 
without  concession  of  any  description  on  the  part 
of  those  States  who  would  be  benefited  by  the 
change.  To  decide  whether  the  consent  of  the 
large  States  can,  with  reason,  be  expected  to  this 
change,  it  is  proper  to  look  tor  a  moment  to  the 
present  relative  conditions  of  the  States,  on  the 
score  of  influence,  in  the  existing  plan  of  Govern- 
ment. As  he  had  not,  as  yet,  heard  any  thing 
upon  this  subject,  either  now  or  at  the  last  session, 
he  would  remark,  that  he  made  the  reference  be 
proposed  under  the  full  influence  of  those  frank 
and  liberal  feeling  which  had  characterized  every 
thing  that  bad  hitherto  been  said  or  done  on  this 
subject.  His  design  was  to  look  at  things  as  they 
were,  without  any  other  motive  or  feeling  than  a 
simple  desire  to  ascertain,  by  a  reference  to  facts, 
whether,  if  any  alteration  in  the  Constitution,  in 
this  particular,  ought  to  be  made,  what  that  alter- 
ation should  in  justice  be.  It  was  to  him  a  source 
of  great  satisfaction  that  a  subject,  so  delicate 
in  its  character,  had  hitherto  been  commented 
upon  in  this  House  with  so  much  freedom,  and 
yet  without  the  least  asperity.  It  clearly  showed, 
if  proof  of  that  could  De  necessary,  that  the  ob- 
jects of  all  were  only  such  as,  in  their  different 
views  of  the  matter,  ought,  in  justice,  to  be  ob- 
tained. 

The  great  departments  of  the  Government 
were,  the  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial.  The 
latter  is  organized  by  the  two  former,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  the  respective  States,  in  its  organiza- 
tion, is  of  course  the  same  as  it  is  in  the  other 
two.  In  the  choice  of  the  Executive,  and  in  the 
popular  branch  of  the  Legislature,  each  State  has 
a  representation  proportioned  to  its  representative 
members,  with  this  exception,  that,  in  the  choice 
of  the  Executive,  an  addition  of  two  votes  w:as 

S'ven  to  each  State,  without  regard  to  its  num- 
rs,  or  the  amount  of  its  contribution  to  the  pub- 
lic Treasury.  But  in  this  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture the  case  is  widely  different.  Here,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  peculiarity  of  our  condition,  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  the 
equitable  principle  of  representation,  founded  on 
population  and  contribution,  has  been  entirely 
disregarded.  Here,  each  State,  on  the  score  of  its 
sovereign  character,  has  equal  weight ;  and  what, 
he  asked,  was  the  relative  importance  of  this 
branch  in  the  Government  ?  He  would  not  say  it 
was  that  by  which  all  the  efllcient  power  of  the 
Government  was  controlled,  but  he  would  say, 
that  but  a  slight  consideration  of  the  Constitu- 
tion was  necessary  to  show  that  this  branch  did 


so  more  than  any  other.  With  the  sinele  ex 
tion  of  originating  revenue  bills,  its  legish 
powers  were  coextensive  with  the  popular  bra 
No  law  could  pass  without  the  assent  of  the  i 
ate.  Almost  all  the  important  proceedings  ol 
Executive  are  subject  to  its  revision.  All 
pointments  require  its  approbation,  unless  it 
sent  is  first  obtained  to  a  law  providing  a  diffc 
mode.  The  consent  of  two  thirds  of  this  bo( 
necessary  to  the  validity  of  all  treaties ;  at 
has  the  sole  power  to  try  impeachments  of  all 
high  officers  of  the  Government,  as  well  ei 
tive  as  judicial.  In  a  branch  of  the  Goverori 
possessing  such  extensive  powers,  the  small 
patriotic  State  of  Illinois,  with  a  populatioi 
nfty-five  thousand,  has  a  representation  equa 
that  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a  population  of 
million  and  nfty  thousand.  The  &ye  lai 
States  in  the  Confederacy,  viz :  Ohio,  Peni 
vania,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  New  Y 
with  a  population  of  four  millions  eight  hum 
thousand,  have  a  representation  but  equal  to 
five  smallest  States,  with  a  population  of  ti 
hundred  and  fifty-three  thousand.  Nearly 
half  the  nation,  residing  in  the  &Ye  largest  Stj 
has  a  representation  but  equal  to  the  one  twe 
seventh  part,  residing  in  tne  &ve  smallest  Su 
About  one-half  the  whole  people,  residing  in 
States,  are  represented  here  by  ten  voices,  wj 
the  other  half  are  represented  by  thirty-four  voi 
The  disproportion  of  the  relative  influence  o^ 
several  States,  havinff  reference  to  their  pop 
tion,  as  a  just  basis  of  representation,  cannot 
to  strike  every  mind.  The  same  inequality  e: 
ed  at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  but 
much  less  decree.  Then,  taking  an  average  oi 
population  of  the  States,  and  considering  thos 
small,  who  do  not  come  up  to  it,  the  large  S( 
were  in  a  majority ;  now.  by  the  admission  of] 
States,  with  assent  of  tne  old,  they  are  in  a 
noritv.  There  were,  at  that  period,  eight  U 
and  nve  small  States.  Now,  bv  the  same  c\ 
rion,  there  would  be  found  to  be  out  ten  large, 
fourteen  small  States.  Still,  this  was  all  rii 
it  was  according  to  the  compact  into  wbici 
the  States  had  voluntarily  entered ;  and  he 
vently  hoped,  for  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
people  of  these  States,  that  the  day  might  be 
distant,  when  even  a  desire  should  be  entertai 
to  alter  it.  But,  when  it  is  proposed  so  to  chfl 
the  Constitution,  as  to  reduce  still  more  the  i 
tive  weight  of  tbe  large  States,  in  the  geo 
scale,  it  surely  becomes  propor  to  reflect  odj 
existing  condition  of  things.  And  in  view 
that,  he  asked,  whether  it  was  reasonable  to 
pect  the  large  States  will  ever  assent  to  the 
position  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Miss< 
reducing  their  political  weight  in  the  Conf 
racy,  without  concession  of  any  kind,  on  the 
of  the  other  States  ?  He  thought  not.  Stil 
one  of  the  representatives  of  one  of  the  i^ 
States  he  would  give  his  assent  to  the  meai 
proposed,  of  dividing  the  States  into  districts 
the  choice  of  Electors,  provided  it  was  doai 
the  spirit  which  produced  the  Constitution,  i 
is,  a  spirit  of  mutual  concession.  He  was  wiJi 
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MiH  to  tbe  Sett  ofGoTerament  of  the  United  Statei, 
djmted  to  Uw  President  of  the  Senate.  Tbe  Preei- 
iintof  th«  SeaaU  Bhall,  io  the  pretence  of  the  Senate 
ud  Uooieof  ReprcfenUtivei,  open  all  the  certificates, 
tod  tiM  lotef  ihali  then  be  counted.  The  pereon 
baviog  the  greatest  n amber  of  Totea  ihali  be  the 
Preiiiieot,  if  lOch  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole 
DQBberof  Electors  appointed;  and  if  there  be  more 
thiBooe  who  have  such  majority,  and  have  an  equal 
ttiuBber  of  votes,  then  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
thai)  immediately  choose,  by  ballot,  one  of  them  for 
Pmideot;  and  if  no  person  have  a  majority,  then, 
from  tbe  fire  highest  on  the  list,  the  said  House  shall, 
IB  like  manner,  choose  the  President.  But,  in  choos- 
iog  the  Prciident,  the  Totes  shall  be  taken  by  Stetes, 
tbe  Tepffsntation  from  each  State  having  one  vote. 
A  qoerDm  ibr  this  purpose  ehall  consist  of  a  member 
or  Beabers  from  two-thirds  of  the  States,  and  a  ma- 
joriij  of  ill  the  Stetes  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 
Id  tftrj  case,  after  the  choice  of  the  President,  the 
ffiioB  having  the  greatest  namber  of  votes  of  the 
QictoK,  shall  be  the  Vice  President.  Bot,  if  there 
ihrald  renain  two  or  more  who  have  equal  votec,  the 
Seaite  ihall  choose  from  them,  by  ballot,  the  Vice 
i^RttdtnL 

Mr.  Van  Borbn,  of  New  York,  rose  and  said, 
tint  pursuant  to  the  notice  he  had  heretofore 
giTen^  he  would  now  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  res- 
olutioD  proposing  an  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tioD  of  the  United  States  od  the  subject  of  the  elec- 
iioD  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
Stales.  Should  the  permisston  he  asked  be  grant- 
ed, ii  was  bb  intention  further  to  mo?e  that  tbe 
resolution  he  offered  be  referred  to  the  select  com- 
mittee already  appointed  on  similar  propositions. 
To  esable  that  committee  better  to  appreciate 
bis  views,  as  well  as  to  explain  the  motives  which 
bad  iodaced  him  to  add  to  the  number  of  propo- 
S1U0Q5  on  the  same  subject  already  before  them, 
be  would,  in  the  remarks  he  intended  to  make, 
refer  to  those  propositions,  and  notice  their  respec- 
tive contents.   He  would  do  this,  not  for  the  pur- 
^  of  foil  discussion,  but  only  so  far  as  was 
Qfoeasary  to  mark  the  difference  between  them 
and  the  one  he  designed  to  offer,  and  for  a  brief 
explanation  of  the  principles  upon  which  that  dif- 
(ereace  is  founded.    Before  he  proceeded  to  that 
o^t,  he  wonld  add  his  humble  testimony  to 
tbe  jiistioe  of  the  remark,  that  the  extreme  diffi- 
colty  which  is  experienced  in  every  attempt  to 
uoprore  the  present  Constitution,  afforded  the 
iBost  striking  eridence  of  the  great  wisdom  and 
^^  which  presided  over  the  deliberation  and 
S^craed  the  decision  of  those  who  made  it.    He 
i^Qld  farther  add,  that,  although  he  felt  much 
>^Qctaoce  in  originating  a  proposition  of  this 
cbaaeier.  he  had  not  witnessed  the  frequent  un- 
'^^ful  attempts  at  amendment  which  had  been 
°>dewuh  asmnch  regret  and  dissatisfaction  as 
'^**«pi«8ed  by  some.    On  the  contrary,  think- 
'°?  as  he  did  that  as  yet  no  improvident  ameod- 
'^^^'^ihe original  instrument  had  been  made; 
t&d,  believing,  from  the  slow  and  scrutinizing 
l^^throtigh  which  all  amendments  must  pajss, 
^^  Uicre  was  little  danger  that  any  of  equiv- 
^^  tbaraeter  would  obtain,  he  was  induced 
^  ^d  tbe  frequent  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
ISihCoii.  lstSEa8.~3 


alter  the  present  system  as  productive  of  much 
ffood,  by  strengthening  and  confirming  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  in  the  wisdom  of  its  pro- 
vision, and  by  increasing  and  perpetuating  our 
gratittide  for  the  services  and  respect  for  the  mem- 
ories of  those  illustrious  men  who  formed  it. 
That  such  had  been  their  effect,  he  had  no  douht. 
There  are,  said  Mr.  Van  Buben,  already  before 
the  Senate,  three  distinct  propositions  on  tnis  suh- 
ject,  viz :  One  introduced  by  a  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri ;  one  by  a  Senator  from  New  Jersey ;  and 
one  by  a  Senator  from  North  Carolina :  to  which, 
one  had,  that  moment,  been  added,  by  a  Senator 
from  Massachusetts — the  three  first  of  which  he 
would  briefly  notice.  The  last  had,  for  its  object, 
a  course  entirely  different,  as  well  from  the  one 
he  intended  to  introduce,  as  those  before  it.  The 
plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  proposes  to 
divide  the  different  States  into  districts,  not  for 
tbe  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice 
President,  but  to  take  the  votes  of  the  people  di- 
rectly for  those  officers,  allowing  to  each  State  as 
many  rotes  as  they  are  now  entitled  to,  rendering 
a  majority  of  all  the  votes  necessary  to  a  choice, 
and  in  the  event  of  no  election,  on  the  first  vote, 
by  the  people,  the  same  to  be  made  by  the  House 
ot  Representatives,  each  State  having  but  one 
vote,  as  is  now  provided  by  the  Constitution.  The 
only  remark  he  would  now  make,  on  that  feature 
of  the  resolution  which  dispenses  with  the  agency 
of  intermediate  Electors,  was,  that  inasmuch  as, 
with  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  representa- 
tion in  particular  States,  secured  to  them  by  the 
Constitution,  it  does  not  profess  to  give  the  choice 
to  a  majority  of  the  people,  and,  as  it  renders  a 
resort  to  the  House  ol  Representatives  almost  in- 
dispensable, in  the  event  of  there  being  no  choice 
in  the  first  instance,  he  was  not  now  prepared  to 
give  his  assent  to  it.  To  judge  of  the  propriety 
of  so  much  of  the  different  propositions  as  provide 
for  a  division  of  the  severai  States  into  districts, 
a  very  brief  inquiry  into  their  operation  and  mo- 
tive becomes  both  necessary  and  proper.  It  has 
been  said,  that  that  mode  would  effect  the  double 
purpose  of  bringing  the  election  nearer  to  the  |>eo- 
ple,  by  securing  to  them,  in  every  State,  the  im- 
mediate choice  of  the  Electors ;  and  of  protecting 
the  right  of  the  minorities  in  tbe  different  States. 
But  when  it  is  considered  that,  by  theCoiistitution, 
each  State  has  now  the  power  of  securing  to  its 
citizens  those  objects,  when  and  as  the  people  of 
those  States  represented  in  their  State  Legisla- 
tures may  thinlc  proper  to  do  it,  he  was  disin- 
clined to  oelieve  tnat  a  desire,  on  the  part  of  any 
one  State,  to  interfere  in  these  re^ipects  with  the 
internal  condition  of  another,  constituted  the  mo- 
tive which  induced  them  to  urge  the  measure  un- 
der consideration.  The  object  which  would  be 
effected  by  it  was  of  a  different  character.  With 
regard  to  one  effect,  which  it  was  calculated  to 
produce  on  the  different  States,  there  was  not,  in 
the  discussion  on  this  floor  last  year,  the  least  re- 
serve, and,  he  presumed,  there  would  not  be  any 
now.  The  alteration  of  the  system,  if  adopted, 
can  only  be  effected  by  consent  of  the  parties  to 
the  present  compact,  and  gentlemen,  representing 
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hazard  the  success  of  the  plan  with  the  States,  a 
middle  course  was  agreed  upon.  That  was.  that 
the  Goyernment  should  be  neither  Federal  nor 
National,  but  a  mixture  of  both.  That  of  the 
Legislative  Department,  one  branch,  the  power  of 
representation,  should  be  wholly  National,  and  the 
otner,  the  Senate,  wholly  Federal.  That,  in  the 
choice  of  the  Executive,  both  interests  should  be 
regarded,  and  that  the  Judicial  should  be  orga- 
nized by  the  other  two.  But,  to  quiet  effectually 
the  apprehensions  of  the  advocates  for  the  rights 
and  interest  of  the  States,  it  was  provided  that  the 
General  Government  should  be  made  entirely  de- 
pendent for  its  continuance,  on  the  will  and  plea- 
sure of  the  State  governments.  Hence,  it  was 
decided  that  the  House  of  Representatives  should 
be  apportioned  among  the  States,  with  reference 
to  their  population,  and  chosen  by  the  people; 
and  power  was  ^iven  to  Congress  to  regulate  and 
secure  their  choice,  independent  of,  and  beyond 
the  control  of  the  State  governments.  That  the 
Senate  should  be  chosen  exclusively  by  the  State 
Legislatures,  and  that  the  choice  of  the  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President,  although  the 

Principle  of  their  apportionment  was  established 
y  the  Constitution,  should,  in  all  respects,  except 
tne  time  of  theis  appointment  and  of  their  meet- 
ing, be  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States.  The  scheme  of  Gov- 
ernment thus  formed,  was  submitted  to  the  people 
of  the  respective  States,  through  their  Legisla- 
tures, for  ratification.  For  a  season  its  ratification 
was  warmly  opposed  in  almost  every  State.  Al- 
though the  control  over  the  choice  of  but  one 
branch  of  one  department  of  the  Government  was 
rested  in  Congress,  danger  to  the  rights  of  the 
States  was  everywhere  apprehended,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  the  ratification  of  tne  Constitution  rendered 
extremely  doubtful. 

To  stem  this  torrent  of  opposition,  the  most 
distinguished  commentators  on  the  proposed  plan 
(the  authors  of  the  Federalist)  placed  strongly 
and  truly  before  the  people  of  the  States,  the  fact 
of  the  dependence  of  the  General  upon  the  State 
Governments,  and  the  Constitutional  ri^ht  of 
those  Governments,  or  even  a  majority  of^them, 
if  the  power  they  had  conferred  should  be  abused, 
to  discontinue  the  new  Government  by  withhold- 
ing its  Senate  and  Chief  Magistrate.  Among 
other  things  they  said — 

'*  The  State  Grovaraments  may  be  regarded  as  con- 
itituent  and  eaaential  parts  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, while  the  latter  ia  no  wise  eflsential  to  the  op- 
eration or  organization  of  the  power.  Without  the 
intervention  of  the  State  Legialatares,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  cannot  be  elected  at  all.  They 
mutt  in  all  cases  have  a  great  share  in  his  appoint- 
ment, and  will  perhaps,  in  most  cases,  themselves  de- 
termine it.  The  Senate  wilt  be  elected  absolutely 
and  exclusively  by  the  State  Legislatures.  Even  the 
House  of  Representatives,  though  drawn  immediately 
from  the  people,  will  be  chosen  very  much  under  the 
influence  of  that  class  of  men  whose  influence  over 
the  people  obtains  for  themselves  an  election  into  the 
State  Legislatures.  Thus  each  of  the  principal  branches 
of  the  Federal  Government  will  owe  ita  existence, 
more  or  less,  to  the  favor  of  State  Governments,  and 


must  consequently  feel  a  dependence  which  is  much 
more  likely  to  beget  a  disposition  too  obsequious,  than 
too  overbearing  toward  them." 

The  ratification  by  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
States  was  obtained.  On  reference,  however,  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  State  conventions,  it  -will 
be  seen  that,  in  several  of  the  States,  the  control 
by  Congress,  over  the  choice  of  Representatives 
merely,  was  strongly  remonstrated  against.  That 
amendments  were  proposed  for  its  qualificatioii 
by  the  States  of  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina, 
Virginia,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode 
Island,  and  New  Yerk.  That  most  of  them  re- 
solved that  it  should  be  a  standing  instruction  to 
their  Delegates  in  Congress  to  endeavor  to  efiect 
that  and  other  amendments  proposed.  The  prop- 
osition of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  to 
which  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  alluded,  would,  if 
adopted,  break  an  important  link  in  the  chain  of 
dependency  of  the  Gkneral  upon  the  State  Grov- 
ernments.  It  would  surrender  to  the  Greneral 
Government  all  control  over  the  election  of  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President,  by  ])lacing  the  choice 
of  Electors  on  the  same  footing  with  that  of 
Representatives.  It  would  at  this  time  be  pre- 
mature to  go  into  a  minute  examination  of  the 
provisions  of  the  resolution  alluded  to,  to  show 
that  such  would  be  its  effects.  Upon  examina- 
tion,  it  will  be  found  that  such  would  be  its  con- 
struction. That  it  does  in  substance  what  ano- 
ther proposition,  upon  their  table,  originating  tn 
the  other  House,  does  in  words.  But  even  w^as 
there  doubt  upon  that  subject,  that  doubt  should 
be  removed  by  an  express  provision,  reserving  to 
the  States  their  present  control  over  the  election, 
except  as  to  what  is  particularly  provided  for  in 
the  resolution  now  proposed.  Ii  it  is  fit  to  take 
from  the  States  their  control  over  the  choice  of 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  and 
give  it  to  the  Federal  Government,  it  would  be 
equally  proper,  under  the  popular  idea  of  giving 
their  election  to  the  people,  to  divide  the  States 
into  districts  for  the  choice  of  Senators,  as  was 
proposed  in  the  Convention,  and  give  to  Congress 
the  control  over  their  election  also.  If  the  sys- 
tem be  once  broken  in  upon  in  this  respect,  the 
other  measure  will  naturally  follow,  and  we  will 
then  have  what  was  so  much  dreaded  by  those 
who  have  gone  before  us,  and  what  he  feared 
would  be  so  much  regretted  by  those  who  come 
after — a  completelv  consolidated  Government — a 
Government  in  wnich  the  State  Governments 
would  be  not  otherwise  known  or  felt  than  as  it 
became  necessary  to  control  them.  To  all  this, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  opposed.  He  was  so,  be- 
cause it  was  a  matter  not  necessary  or  fitly  con- 
nected with  the  subject  under  consideration  ;  that 
being  a  question  between  the  States  themselves, 
as  to  their  relative  interest — a  question  which 
might  and  ought  to  be  settled,  and  leave  their  re- 
lation to  the  Federal  Government  as  it  stands  at 
present.  The  other  is  a  question  between  the 
States,  collectively,  and  the  Federal  Government, 
afiecting  most  materially  the  relation  they  now 
bear  to  each  other.  But,  even  if  it  were  presented 
under  different  circumstances,  he  would  oppose  it. 
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for  ooe,  to  make  eoncessioiui  for  general  harmony ; 
and  all  he  asked  was,  that  they  shoald  be  recipro- 
cal ;  aod  those,  he  thought  could,  with  care  and 
JQstiee,  be  made. 

Br  the  present  Constitution,  in  the  event  of  no 
one  person  having  a  majoritv,  for  the  office  of 
Presidnit,  of  the  votes  of  the  Electors,  on  the  first 
balioi,  the  choice  devolves  on  the  House  of  Rep- 
reejitaiires ;  and,  in  such  choice,  each  State  has 
an  «qaal  Tote.  It  is  believed  that,  at  the  time  of 
the  adoptioo  of  the  Constitution,  the  contingency 
oa  which  this  result  was  made  to  depend  was  not 
thoo|ht  likely  to  happen..  And  it  is  supposed 
that  from  the  great  number  of  small  States  since 
admitted  into  the  Confederacy,  and  from  other 
causes,  its  occurrence  for  the  future  may  be  fre- 
queaily  expected.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose, 
that,  ioasmQch  as  it  was  evidently  the  leading 
design  of  the  Constitution,  that,  in  the  choice  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  the  States  should 
be  represented,  with  the  exception  already  noticed, 
Kcording  to  their  relative  numbers,  and,  as  they 
deem  it  but  just,  that  such  would  be  the  case,  this 
feature  in  the  Constitution  is,  by  the  large  States, 
considered  inequitable.  But,  what  is  of  greater 
importance,  the  provision  bringing  the  election  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  is  deemed  objection- 
able by  all  the  States,  on  the  j^round  that  it  jeop- 
ardizes the  purity  of  the  election,  and  exposes  the 
vhole  system  to  danger,  bv  affording  facilities  to 
the  corruption  of  a  part.  If  this  wide-spread  ap- 
prehension is  well  founded,  and  how  far  was  so, 
was  a  point  he  would  not  at  this  moment  discuss, 
it  sordy  was  one  which  addressed  itself  alike  to 
^1  the  States,  whether  great  or  small,  and  certainly 
liotwith  the  least  force  to  the  latter.  Ail  then 
tkat  he  asked,  as  a  concession  for  harmony  and 
the  general  good,  was.  that  if  the  States  were  dis- 
tricted, the  oltimate  cnoice  of  President  should  be 
placed  elsewhere,  and  decided  unon  more  equitable 
priociples.  If  that  was  conceded,  and  from  the 
^per  manifested  by  the  Senate  last  year,  he  had 
ererr  reason  to  hope  it  would^  the  next  question 
would  be.  as  to  the  least  objectionable  mode.  He 
was  not  fafonbly  inclined  to  that  proposed  by  the 
^^^^  from  New  Jersey,  because,  although  it 
proTides  for  the  ultimate  choice,  so  far  as  it  re 
specis  the  relative  weights  of  the  States  upon  just 
principles,  it  docs  not  effect  what  he  considered  at 
last  an  eqoal  if  not  a  greater  object,  the  removal 
of  the  deciaioo  from  the  House  of'^Representatives. 
""Jch  as  it  was,  however,  coming  from  the  Sen- 
ator of  asmall  State,  it  marked  the  just  and  liberal 
'i«W5  which  governed  his  conduct.  He  would 
^er  a  diftrent  mode  from  that  proposed  by  the 
^^^tor  from  South  Carolina ;  for,  although  that 
coQiauied  much  that  was  desirable,  both  in  its 
pnatiple,  and  as  it  respects  the  weight  of  the  re- 
^pectire  Suites  in  the  decision,  and  as  removing 
"  jj^  *WcTents  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
ml  he  feared  that  the  project  of  sending  the  qoes- 
P^  hack,  under  the  same  circumstances,  to  the 
'Jltttors,  from  time  to  time,  until  they  made  a 
^^^^  would  be  found  in  practice  extremely  diffi- 
^^h  if  not  very  dangerotis.  He  would  not  now 
Ktnaik  on  the  circumstance,  that  this  proposition 


did  not  provide  for  districting  the  States,  without 
which  he  did  not  hope  that  the  small  States  would 
consent.  He  presumed  that  it  was  intended  by 
the  honorable  mover  to  connect  it  with  some  pro- 
position for  that  purpose,  as  he  had,  in  the  Senate, 
expressed  his  entire  willingness  to  do.  Under 
such  views  of  the  subject,  he  would  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  proposition  essentially  different  from 
those  on  their  table :  one  which,  if  not  entirely 
just,  was,  he  thought,  liable  to  the  fewest  objec- 
tions. In  doing  so,  it  was  proper  that  he  should 
state,  aud  he  was  quite  certain  that  he  would 
thereby  secure  for  the  proposition  a  degree  of  con- 
sideration which  it  might  not  otherwise  obtain, 
that  the  plan  he  offered  was  the  same  in  principle 
with  that  heretofore  proposed  by  a  venerable  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia,  who  was  now,  to  Mr.  V.  B.'s 
^reat  regret,  and  the  public  misfortune,  prevented 
trom  attending.  He  said  the  principle  was  the 
same ;  his  own  humble  effort  had  been  solely  di- 
rected to  the  object  of  rendering  it  more  simple  in 
its  form  and  operation.  How  far  he  had  succeeded 
in  that,  the  Senate  would  judge,  when  the  subject 
came  under  their  particular  consideration. 

Havinff  said  this  much  upon  that  branch  of  the 
subject,  Mr.  V.  B.  would  proceed  to  state  briefly 
another  point  in  which  the  proposition  he  offered 
differed  essentially  from  the  others  proi)osed,  and 
in  which  difference  was  involved  a  principle  in 
the  Government,  as  important,  in  his  view,  as 
any  which  had  for  sonle  time  been  discussed  on 
that  floor.  In  doing  so,  it  was  a  subject  of  grati- 
fication to  him,  that  this  principle  had  no  reference 
to  the  relative  and  conflicting  interest  of  the  States 
in  the  Confederacy,  but  looked  equally  to  the  wel- 
fare and  security  of^  all.  To  a  correct  understand- 
ing of  the  point,  he  wished  to  present,  it  became 
necessary  to  take  a  brief  view  of  the  principle 
upon,  and  the  circumstance  under  which,  our  pres- 
ent form  of  Government  was  establishecl.  Under 
the  Articles  of  Confederation,  the  representation 
of  each  State  in  the  General  Government  was 
equal.  The  Union  was  in  all  respects  purely 
Federal,  a  league  of  sovereign  States  upon  equal 
terms.  To  remedy  certain  defects,  by  supplying 
certain  powers,  the  Convention  which  framed  the 
present  Constitution  was  called.  That  Conven- 
tion, it  is  now  well  known,  was  immediately  divided 
into  parties,  on  the  interesting  question  of  the  ex- 
tent of  power  to  be  given  to  the  new  governments : 
whether  it  should  be  Federal  or  National;  whether 
dependent  upon  or  independent  of  the  State  gov- 
ernments. It  is  equally  well  known  that  that 
point,  after  having  several  times  arrested  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Convention,  and  threatened  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Confederation,  subsequently  divided 
the  people  of  the  States  on  the  question  of  ratifi- 
cation. He  might  add,  that  with  the  superadded 
Question  of  what  powers  have  been  given  by  the 
Constitution  to  the  General  Government,  to  the 
agitation  of  which  the  feelings  which  sprung  out 
in  the  Convention  greatly  contributed,  it  had  con- 
tinued to  divide  the  people  of  this  country  down 
to  the  present  period.  The  party  in  the  Conven- 
tion in  favor  of  a  more  energetic  Groyeriiment| 
being  unable  to  carry,  or,  if  able,  unwilling  to 
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petitioa  of  Frederick  W.  Smhh,  s  lieutenant  in 
the  TisLYj  of  the  United  States,  made  a  report, 
together  with  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  or  the 
petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  RuoQLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah  Manning,  of  New  Jersey," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
of  William  Vaughn,  a  sailing-master  in  the  Nayy 
of  the  United  States,  praying  to  be  allowed  prize 
money  for  two  vessels  captured  during  the  late 
war.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition 
of  Dean  Weymouth,  praying  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Hunter  and  John  P.  Williamson,  of  Savannah. 
Gkorgia,  sureties  of  Benjamin  Wall,  late  Marshal 
of  the  District  of  Greorgia,  prayinff  an  act  maj 
pass  authorizing  the  equitable  settlement  of  his 
accounts. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  motions  of  the  26th  instant,  respecting  the 
election  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate;  and.  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Eaton,  they  were  modifiea,  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That,  when  any  vacancy  happens  in  any 
of  the  offices  of  the  Senate,  the  vacancy  shall  be  snp- 
pKed  by  ballot  of  the  members  present. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  the day  of 

the  first  session  of  the  next  Congress,  elect^  by  ballot, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
and  Doorkeeper,  and  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper,  to« 
getber  with  the  principal  and  engrossing  Clerks ;  and 
on  the  third  day  of  the  first  session  of  each  and  every 
Congress,  thereafter,  they  shall,  in  like  manner,  ap- 
point those  officers. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Hayne,  of  the  29th  instant,  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  navy 
yard  at  Charleston ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Kino, 
of  Alabama,  proposing  an  inquiry  concerning  the 
expediency  of  granting  a  pre-emption  to  the  quar- 
ter section  of  land  each  to  several  counties  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  for  the  location  of  their  respec- 
tive seats  of  justice,  was  again  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Elliott  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  caose  an  application  to  be  made  to  the 
British  Government,  through  'our  Minister  at  that 
Court,  for  a  correct  list  of  the  names  of  such  persons 
as  may  have  been  paid,  with  the  sums  received  by 
each,  for  lands  held  by  them  in  the  Floridas,  previous 
to  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  of  which  they  were  deprived, 
on  the  transfer  of  that  territory,  by  Spain,  by  virtue  of 
the  said  convention. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  W.  Bapot, 
the  Postmaster  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.    Mr. 


Hatne  stated  that  the  object  of  the  bill  was  mere 
ly  to  refund  to  the  Postmaster  the  sum  of  $30< 
which  he  had  paid  as  a  reward  for  the  arrest  of 
mail  robber,  and  which  he  could  sot  receive  froi 
the  proper  department,  because  the  expendiiur 
did  not  come  within  the  strict  letter  of  his  in 
structions.  This  bill  passed  the  Senate  at  th( 
last  session,  but  was  not  acted  upon  in  the  House 
It  had  now  passed  that  body^  and,  Mr.  H.  trusted 
would  meet  with  no  opposition  in  the  Senate 
The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bilL  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  oi 
Charles  M.  Collier;"  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS  AND  TONNAGE. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force  certain  acts  relative  to  discrimi- 
nating duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto ;  and  having 
a^eed  to  the  said  amendments,  and  further  amend- 
ed the  bill,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  the 
amendments  were  concurred  in. 

Some  discussion  took  place  in  regard  to  the 
details  of  the  bill,  in  which  Messrs.  Macon, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Smith,  Benton,  Barbofb, 
Lloyu  of  Massachusetts,  Brown,  and  Hayne, 
participated. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Macon,  further  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting,  section  4,  line  3,*  after  the 
word  "  nation,"  "whose  independence  the  United 
States  have  recognised,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  12,  nays  26,  as  follows : 

rxAS — Messrs.  Btrbour,  Benton,  Elliott,  GaiUard, 
Hsyne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  KeUy,  Ma- 
con, Noble,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chaodier, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Edwards  of  Illinois,  Find  lay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  f^ew 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of 
Massachusetts,  Mcllvaine,  Mills,  Palmer,  Parrott, 
Seymour,  Smith,  Taltiot,  and  Thomas. 

On  the  question,  <<  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative.  The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 


WEUNEsnAY,  December  31. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  memorial  of  Rezjn 
Rawlings  and  John  Locke,  executors  of  Daniel 
Rawlings,  praying  compensation  for  the  trans- 
portation of  a  quantity  ot  corn  to  various  militsrf 
posts  on  the  Tennessee  river  during  the  late  war 
with  the  Creek  Indians.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Chanuler  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
C.  Boyd,  a  division  paymaster  at  Castine  during 
the  late  war,  stating  that  on  account  of  the  loss 
of  papers,  he  is  prevented  from  settling  bis  ac- 
counts with  the  War  Department ;  and  prayio^ 
an  act  of  Congress  for  his  relief. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 
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Beeaose,  howerer  ardent  his  attachment  to  the 
Federal  Gorernment,  and  however  anxious  he 
might  be  to  sustain  it,  in  the  exercise  of  the  pow- 
ers giTpn  to  it  bjr  the  Constitoiion — and,  in  that 
respect  be  would,  he  trusted,  eo  as  far  as  any 
man  oagbtto  go — he  was  onwiUinff  to  destroy  or 
evefi  releiae  its  dependence  on  the  State  Govern- 
meots.  At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 
eral CoDstitution,  it  was  a  qoestion  of  much  spec- 
nUdoQ  and  discossion,  which  of  the  two  Grovern- 
menis  would  be  most  in  danger  from  the  accu- 
muistiou  of  inflaence  by  the  operation  of  the 
powers  distribated  by  the  Constitution.  That 
discossion  was  founded  on  the  assumption  that 
tbey  were,  ia  several  respects,  rival  powers,  and 
tbat  socb  powers  would  always  be  found  in  col- 
lisioo.  The  best  liehts  which  could  then  be 
thrown  upon  the  subject,  were  derived  from  the 
examples  afforded  by  the  fates  of  several  of  the 
GoTeromeuts  of  the  Old  World,  which  were 
denned  to  be,  in  some  respects,  similar  to  ours. 
Bot  the  Governments  in  question  having  opera- 
ted opoD,  and  been  administered  by,  people  whose 
habitf,  characters,  tempers,  and  conditions,  were 
essentially  different  from  ours ;  the  inferences  to 
be  derived  from  that  source  were,  at  best,  unsatis- 
&ctory. 

Mr.  V.  B.  thought  that  experience  (the  only 
unerring  criterion  by  which  matters  oi  this  de- 
scription could  be  tested)  had  settled  for  us  the 
general  pomt  of  the  operation  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred bj  the   Constitution    upon   the    relative 
strength  and  influence  of  the  respective  Govern- 
ments. It  was,  in  his  judgment,  susceptible  of 
entire  demonstration,  that  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion bad  worked  a  gradual,  if  not  an  undue  in- 
crease of  the  strength  and  control  of  the  General 
Gofernment,  and  a  correspondent  reduction  of 
the  infloeoce,  and  consequently  of  the  respectabil- 
ity of  the  State  governments.    The  evidence  in 
support  of  this  position  was  abundant,  and,  if  the 
matter  should  come  under  full  discussion,  could 
be  readily  afforded.     He  thought,  further,  that 
existing  causes,  which  were  every  day  gaining 
foice,  vould,  for  the  future,  more  rapidly  increase 
thai  operation.    He  considered  the  qualified  de- 
pendence of  the  General  upon  the  State  Govern- 
menu  as  their  strong  arm  of  defence  to  protect 
them  againsi  future  abuses.    Under  that  view  of 
the  subject,  he  was  opposed  to  so  material  a 
change  of  the  present  condition  of  the  respective 
gorenimeots  as  would  be  produced  by  the  amend- 
ment to  which  he  objected.    He  was  in  favor  of 
iaving  matters,  in   that  respect,  as  they  stood. 
under  this  impression,  Mr.  V.  B.  had  prenared  a 
t^lotioo  which  avoided  the  defect  attaching  to 
fbat  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey — ^requir- 
^tbe  contemplated  division  of  the  States  into 
^stricts,  to  be  coextensive  with  the  number  of 
Electors  instead  of  Representatives,  and  at  the 
^tne  time  secured  the  great  object  upon  which 
b«  bad  been  commenting. 

«•  Van  Bureii  then  introduced  the  following 

resoinuon: 

^^mM,bytke  Senate  and  Uoiut  of  RipreaentaUvtM 
«;  the  Vnited  Staiet  of  Ameriea  in  Congreu  Ofaem- 


bled,  That  the  following  amend naent  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States : 

The  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  chosen  by  the  people  of  the 
leveral  States,  in  districts  equal  in  number  to  the  num- 
ber of  Electors  to  which  each  State  is  entitled,  to  be 
composed  of  contiguous  territory,  and,  as  near  as  mav 
be,  equal  in  the  number  of  persons  to  be  represented, 
or  of  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  most 
numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature.     The  qual- 
ification of  the  voters  at  such  election  shall  be  the 
same  as  is  required  of  Electors  for  the  most  numerous 
branch  of  the  State  Legislature.     The  Electors  of  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President,  convened  at  the  time  and 
place  appointed  by  law,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  in 
their  votes,  shall  have  power,  in  case  any  of  them  fail 
to  attend,  to  choose  an  Elector  or  Electors,  in  the 
place  of  him  or  them  so  failing  to  attend.    Congress 
may  determine  the  time  of  choosing  the  Electors,  the 
day  or  days  on  which  they  shall  give  their  votes, 
which  shall  be  the  same  throughout  ihe  United  States. 
But  the  authority  to  divide  the  States  into  districts, 
for  the  choice  of  Electors;  to  direct  the  election  to  be 
held ;  to  prosecute  the  manner  thereof,  except  as  to 
the  time  of  holding  the  same,  and  the  qualifications  of 
the  voters ;  and  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  Electors 
aforesaid, — ^is  reserved,  exclusively,  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States. 

If,  upon  counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  Conatita- 
tion,  it  shall  appear  that  no  person  has  a  majority  of 
die  whole,  number  of  the  Electors  chosen,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  Senate  forthwith  to 
notify  the  President  of  the  United  States  thereof;  who 
shall  immediately  by  proclamation,  and  also  by  noti- 
fication to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States,  pnb- 
Ibh  Uie  number  of  votes  given  to  each  person  as  Pre- 
sident Whereupon,  the  Electors  shall  again  meet 
on  the  day  which  shall  have  been  by  law  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  with  the  like  power  of  supplying  va- 
cancies, and  vote  for  one  of  the  two  persons  as  Presi- 
dent who  shall  have  received  at  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Electors  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  such 
office.  Or,  if  it  should  happen  that  more  than  two  per- 
sons have  received  the  greatest,  and  also  an  equal 
number  of  votes,  the  said  Electors  shall  vote  for  one  of 
them  as  President.  The  said  Electors  shall  thereupon 
transmit  one  of  the  lists,  to  be  made  at  their  first  meet- 
ing, and  also  that  made  at  their  second  meeting, 
signed  and  certified  by  Utem,  to  the  Seat  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  directed  to  the  Prest- 
dent  of  the  Senate,  to  be  proceeded  upon  as  the 
Constitution  has  prescribed,  except  that  the  person 
having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  at  the  seoond 
meeting  of  the  said  Electors  shall  be  the  President. 
But,  if  two  or  more  persons  shall  have  received  the 
greatest  and  an  equal  number  of  votes  at  the  second 
meeting  of  the  said  Electors,  the  House  of  Represen- 
Utives  shall  choose  one  of  them  for  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  as  now  prescribed  by  the  Consti- 
tution. 

Both  the  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  same 
committee  to  whom  the  other  propositions  for 
amending  the  Constitution  have  been  referred. 

TuESDAT,  December  30. 
Mr.  RuaoLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claimsi 
to  which  was  referred,  on  the  10th  instant,  the 
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petition  of  Frederick  W.  Smhh,  a  lieutenant  in 
the  NsLYj  of  the  United  States,  made  a  rei>ort, 
together  with  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  oi  the 
petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  RnoGLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah  Manning,  of  New  Jersey," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
of  William  Vaughn,  a  sailing-master  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  Stat^  praying  to  be  allowed  prize 
money  for  two  vessels  captured  during  the  late 
war.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition 
of  Dean  Weymouth,  praying  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Hunter  and  John  P.  Williamson,  of  Savannah. 
(Georgia,  sureties  of  Benjamin  Wall,  late  Marshal 
of  the  District  of  Georgia,  praying  an  act  may 
pass  authorizing  the  equitable  setUement  of  his 
accounts. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  motions  of  the  26th  instant,  respecting  the 
election  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate;  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Eaton,  they  were  modified,  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That,  when  any  vaeaDcy  happens  in  any 
of  the  offices  of  the  Senate,  the  vacanqr  shsli  be  sap- 
plied  by  ballot  of  the  members  present. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  the  -»—  day  of 
the  first  session  of  the  next  Congress,  elect,  by  ballot, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  tbe  8ergeant-at-Arms 
and  Doorkeeper,  and  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper,  to« 
gether  with  the  principal  and  engrossing  Clerks ;  and 
on  the  third  day  of  the  first  session  of  each  and  every 
Congress,  thereafter,  they  shall,  in  like  manner,  ap- 
point those  officers. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Hayne,  of  the  29th  instant,  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  navy 
yard  at  Charleston ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Kino, 
of  Alabama,  proposing  an  inquiry  concerning  the 
expediency  otgrantinff  a  pre-emption  to  the  quar- 
ter section  of  land  each  to  several  counties  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  for  the  location  of  their  respec- 
tive seats  of  justice,  was  again  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Elliott  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  cause  an  application  to  be  made  to  the 
British  Government,  through  'our  Minister  at  that 
Court,  for  a  correct  list  of  the  names  of  such  persons 
as  may  have  been  paid,  with  the  sums  received  by 
each,  for  lands  held  by  them  in  the  Floridas,  previous 
to  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  of  which  they  were  deprived, 
on  the  transfer  of  that  territory,  by  Spain,  by  virtue  of 
tbe  said  convention. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  W.  Bapot, 
the  Postmaster  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.    Mr. 


Hatne  stated  that  the  object  of  the  bill  was  mere 
ly  to  refund  to  the  Postmaster  the  sum  of  ^300 
which  he  had  paid  as  a  reward  for  the  arrest  of  s 
mail  robber,  and  which  he  could  not  receive  fron 
the  proper  department,  because  the  expenditan 
did  not  come  within  the  strict  letter  of  his  in- 
structions. This  bill  passed  the  Senate  at  the 
last  session,  but  was  not  acted  upon  in  the  House 
It  had  now  passed  that  body^  and,  Mr.  H.  trusted, 
would  meet  with  no  opposition  in  the  Senate 
The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  withoul 
amendment,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  <<An  act  for  the  rebef  of 
Charles  M.  Collier;"  and  the  further  consideratioD 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS  AND  TONNAGE. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force  certain  acts  relative  to  discrimi- 
nating duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto ;  and  having 
agreed  to  the  said  amendments,  and  further  amend- 
ed the  bill,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  the 
amendments  were  concurred  in. 

Some  discussion  took  place  in  regard  to  the 
details  of  the  bill,  in  which  Messrs.  Macon, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Smith,  Benton,  Barbocr, 
Lloyu  of  Massachusetts,  Brown,  and  Hayne, 
participated. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Macon,  further  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting,  section  4,  line  3,' after  the 
word  "  nation,"  ^' whose  independence  the  United 
States  have  recognised,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
nesative — ^yeas  12,  nays  26,  as  follows: 

yxAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Elliott,  Gaillard, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  KeUy,  Ma- 
con, Noble,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  WiUiams. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler; 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  Connecticot, 
Edwards  of  Illinois,  Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  John* 
son  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of 
MassachusotU,  Mcllvaine,  MUls,  Palmer,  Parrot^ 
Beymoar,  Smith,  Talbot,  and  Thomas. 

On  the  question,  "  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  ?"  it  was  determined  ia  the 
affirmative.  The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 


Wednesuat,  December  31. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  tbe  memorial  of  R^}^ 
Rawlings  and  John  Locke,  executors  of  Daoiel 
Rawlings,  praying  compensation  for  the  traas- 
portation  of  a  quantity  or  corn  to  various  military 
posts  on  the  Tennessee  river  during  the  late  war 
with  the  Creek  Indians.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.         •  i 

Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  petition  of  Josm 
C.  Boyd,  a  division  paymaster  at  Castine  duriii 
the  late  war,  stating  that  on  account  of  the  iosi 
of  papers,  he  is  prevented  from  settling  bis  acj 
counts  with  the  War  Department ;  and  prayiBi 
an  act  of  Congress  for  his  relief— Referred  to  tJi^ 
Committee  on  Claims. 
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Mr.  Vak  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  the  bill  supplementary  to  an 
let  to  relieve  certain  persons  from  prison,  with 
the  ameniliDent  thereto,  as  adopted  by  the  House 
of  RepraentatiTes. 

Mr.  fiiiBODR,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
RelatioBs,  submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Fnocis  Henderson,  jr.,  with  a  bill  for  his  relief. 
The  petitionee  for  nimself  and  family,  claims 
compensition  for  certain  military  and  diplomatic 
serrices  rendered  to  this  Grovernment  by  his  mnd- 
&ther,  the  late  Colonel  John  Laarens.  The  bill 
reported  by  the  committee  grants  the  sum  of 
S23,500,  in  fall  for  those  serrices.  The  report 
vas  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JoB580N,  of  Louisiana,  called  up  the  peti- 
tion of  Colonel  Alexander  A.  White,  which  was 
neseoted  at  the  last  session ;  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Jm  the  nme  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
oa  Pablic  Lands. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  memorial  of  Amasa 
Stetson,  stating  that  he  was  a  deputy  commissary 
doriBg  the  late  war  ;  that,  in  the  performance  of 
the  duties  appertaining  to  his  office,  he  had,  at 
<ii&reDt  times,  adranced  moneys  from  his  own 
foods,  for  the  use  of  the  Gorernment,  and  prays 
that  he  mav  be  allowed  interest  on  such  advances, 
and  also  that  he  may  be  indemnified  for  losses 
vhich  he  sustained  by  the  depreciation  of  Treas- 
ary  notes  received  from  the  Government. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mf.KmGBT  submitted  a  resolution,  instructing 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  an  additional  compensation  to  postmasters  for 
stamping  ship  letters ;  which  was  read,  and  laid 
over  for  consideratioD. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
Thoous  W.  Bacot,  Postmaster  at  Charleston, 
SoQth  Carolina,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  M.  Collier,  was  taken  up  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
ameodme&t,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  tor  the  relief  of  Jeremiah  Manning,  of 
*N€w  Jersey,  was  postponed  till  Friday  next, 

A  mcsap  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
loformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  biJJ,  entitled  »An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Bab- 
hit;^  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal,  in  part,  an 
^  entitled  'An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation 
tor  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  the  cases 
Uerein  mentioned ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
'^  the  relief  of  William  Bartlett  and  John 
Stearnsj  owners  of  the  schooner  Angler,  and  Na- 
^haaid  Carver,  owner  of  the  schooner  Harmony, 
«d others;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
eorrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  considera- 
•ion  were  severally  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
readiog. 

plif  ^^  *^*^^^  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 

oabbii^"  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unanimous 

conient,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal,  in  part,  an 


act,  entitled  "An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation 
for  marshals^  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  the  cases 
therein  mentioned,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bUl  entiUed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Bartlett  and  John  Stearns,  owners  of  the 
schooner  Angler,  and  Nathaniel  Carver,  owner  of 
the  schooner  Harmony,  and  others,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

It  was  ordered,  that,  when  the  Senate  adjourn, 
it  will  adjourn  till  Friday  next. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  SENATE. 

The  resolutions,  proposed  some  days  since,  by 
Mr.  Eaton,  respecting  the  election  of  the  officers 
of  the  Senate,  were  taken  up  for  consideration. 
The  first  resolution,  which  provides  for  filling,  by 
ballot  of  the  Senate,  such  of  the  offices  as  may 
hereafter  become  vacanL  was  agreed  to.  The 
second,  Which  provides  for  the  biennial  election 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
and  Doorkeeper,  Assistant  Doorkeeper,  together 
with  the  principal  and  engrossing  Clerks,  gave 
rise  to  some  discussion.  Mr.  £.  stated,  generally, 
the  grounds  which  induced  him  to  move  this 
resolution.  He  thoueht  the  trouble  of  electing  its 
officers  was  not  a  sumcient  excuse  to  the  Senate 
for  not  exercising  this  important  trust.  He  con- 
sidered it  important  to  the  projier  transaction  of 
the  business  of  the  Senate,  that  its  officers  should 
be  elective  j  that  the  best  men  would  be  most 
likely  to  be  obtained  in  that  way.  And  as  a  still 
stronger  argument  in  favor  of  his  motion,  Mr.  E. 
urged  the  Constitutional  requisition  that  ihe  Sen- 
ate should  eUct  its  own  officers.  Messrs.  Lanman, 
Elliott,  Mills,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Barbour, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  Kino  of  Alabama,  and  Edwards 
of  Illinois,  remarked  upon  the  resolution  \  which 
was,  subsequently,  postponed  till  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resolution  providing 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  of  both 
Houses,  to  present  to  their  respective  Houses  all 
such  acts  ot  Congress  as  may  expire  during  the 
session,  and  which  the  public  service  may  require 
to  be  renewed;  which  resolution  was  read,  and 
laid  over  for  consideration. 

FLORIDA  LAND  TITLES. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr. Elliott,  was  again  read  for  consideration : 

••  Resohfed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  reqaested  to  caaie  an  application  to  be  made  to  the 
British  Government,  through  our  Minister  at  that 
Court,  for  a  correct  list  of  the  names  of  such  persons 
as  may  have  been  paid,  with  the  snms  received  by 
each,  for  lands  held  by  them  in  the  Floridas  previous 
to  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  of  which  they  were  de- 
prived, on  the  transfer  of  that  territory  to  Spain,  by 
virtue  of  the  said  Convention." 

Mr.  Elliott  said  that  the  object  of  his  resolu- 
tion would  probably  be  apparent  to  the  Senate ; 
that  it  would  be  recollected  that  the  Floridas  were 
formerly  in  possession  of  the  British  Grovernment, 
while  we  were  colonies  of  that  country;  that. 
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Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia Chamber  of  Commerce,  praying  the  pass- 
ing of  an  act  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy  throuffhoui  the  United  States;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
Waters,  and  others,  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  a  revision  of  the  tariff,  for 
the  purpose  of  affording  additional  protection  to 
the  manufactures  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  John  S. 
Stiles,  executor  of  G<eorge  Stiles,  stating  that  he 
has  been  aggrieved  by  the  construction  given  to 
the  act  for  the  relief  of  sundry  merchants  of  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  and  praying  the  interposition  of 
Congress  in  his  behalt.  The  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Parent,  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  and  legal  represent- 
atives of  Charles  Parent,  deceased,  praying  au- 
thority to  enter,  at  the  proper  land  office,  and  at 
the  usual  rate,  two  quarter  sections  of  land,  in- 
cluding a  plantation  owned,  occupied,  and  culti- 
vated bjr  the  said  Charles  Parent,  m  his  life  time. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition  of  Peter  H. 
Hobart,  and  Lewis  Judson,  praying  the  confirma- 
tion of  their  claim  to  a  tract  ot  land  in  the  State 
of  Alabama  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Jackson  presented  the  memorial  of  Josiah 
Watson  and  wife,  the  aged  parents  of  the  late 
Lieutenant  Watson  of  the  Navy,  stating  that  they 
are  aged  and  infirm,  and,  from  misfortunes,  have 
been  reduced  to  poverty ;  that  their  late  deceased 
son  was  the  only  prop  of  their  declining  years, 
and  part  of  his  pay  their  only  support ;  by  his 
death  they  are  reduced  to  want ;  that  they  now 
throw  themselves  upon  the  humanity  of  that  coun- 
try, in  whose  service  their  son  died,  and  pray  to 
be  provided  for  in  the  same  manner  tnat  other  per- 
sons have  been  whose  sons  have  died  in  the  naval 
service.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  petition  of  Napier, 
Rapelye,  and  Bennett,  citizens  and  merchants  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  praying  the  remission 
of  duties  on  a  quantity  of  sugar  shipped  from  St. 
Augustine,  after  its  cession  to  the  United  States, 
and  landed  at  Charleston,  on  which  sugar  duties 
had  been  previously  paid  to  the  Spanish  authori- 
ties, on  its  importation  into  St.  Auffustine.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration,  which  was 
read: 

Maolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Roadi  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reqaest- 
ing  the  President  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made,  by 
some  duly  qualified  officer  or  officers  of  the  Engineer 
or  Topographical  corps,  of  the  best  route  for  opening 
a  navigable  communication  between   Buzzard's  bay 


and  Barnstable  bay ;  and  to  report  on  the  praclic« 
bility  of  constructing  a  canal  tbroagh  the  Uthmu 
which  separates  the  said  bays,  of  sufficient  depth  an< 
size  to  aamit  vessels  of  war  to  pass  the  same  ;  on  th^ 
obstacles  thereto,  and  the  estimated  expense  thereof; 
and  on  the  benefits  that  would  result  to  the  public  in* 
terests,  in  time  of  war,  and  to  the  domestic  or  Goastin| 
trade  of  the  United  States,  in  time  of  peace*  from  th^ 
construction  of  such  a  canal ;  which,  after  the  complei 
tion  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  and  Raritad 
canals,  would  extend  an  inland  water  communicatioi 
from  Albemarle  sound  to  Massachusetts  bay,  passing 
in  its  progress,  through  the  territory,  or  along  th^ 
borders  of  ten  of  the  Atlantic  States. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  following 
motions  for  consideration,  which  were  read : 

Aetolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed 
to  report  to  the  Senate,  by  the  first  day  of  Febraan 
next,  all  such  laws  as  will  expire  before  the  aecon< 
week  in  the  next  session  of  Congress.  i 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requestecj 
to  report  to  the  Senate,  in  the  first  week  in  each  ses^ 
sion,  all  such  laws  as  will  expire  before  the  secon<{ 
week  in  the  next  succeeding  session. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration,  which  was  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  b^ 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  provisions  of  the  first  and  fourth  sections  of  an  ac^ 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  March,  1821,  for  the  ren 
lief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the  first  daj 
of  July,  1820,  so  as  to  enable  the  holders  of  eertifi^ 
eates  (on  which  an  extended  credit  has  been  allowed) 
to  relinquish  the  same ;  or,  by  making  cash  pavments, 
to  receive  a  deduction  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  pel 
cent,  on  the  amount  so  paid. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  ad 
for  the  relief  of  William  Bartlett  and  John  Stearnsj 
owners  of  the  schooner  Angler,  and  Nathaniel 
Carver,  owner  of  the  schooner  Harmony,  and 
others,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Eaton  ^ve  notice  that  he  should  ask  leav< 
to  bring  in  a  biU,  to  regulate  the  manner  of  choos^ 
ins;  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Principal 
Clerk  and  Engrossing  Clerks,  Sergeant-at-Arm^ 
and  Doorkeeper,  and  Assistant  Doorkeeper ;  also 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  clerks  and  other  officers  of  that  House. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Lowrie  was  excused  from  servi 
ing  on  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands ;  and  Mr 
Kino,  of  Alabama,  was  appointed  in  his  stead. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jere^ 
miah  Manning,  of  New  Jersey,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Tne  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Hook,  jun.,  wa^ 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Gilbert  waj 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil^ 
liam  Kendall,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled*  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sa< 
rah  Chitwood,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  car 
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am  distillers,  within  the  county  of  Berks,  in  the 
Sate  of  Pa&sjrlTania,'^  was  read  the  second  time, 
lad  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Se&aie  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  26th  ultimo,  respecting  the  election 
c'f  the  cieen  of  the  Senate ;  and  it  was  ordered 
to  lie  OB  the  table. 

The  afflendment  made  in  the  other  House  to 
Vie  hill  to  relieve  certain  persons  from  prison,  was 
ifreedta 

The  resolation  proposed  on  Friday  by  Mr. 
SMfTB,  respectioff  the  expediency  of  exploring  the 
ccQQtry  between  uie  Alleghany  and  Susqaehannah 
mm.  with  a  view*  to  the  connexion  of  those 
riTos  by  a  cioal,  was  aeain  read,  and,  on  motion 
cf  Mr.  S^  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolation  submitted  on  Friday  by  Mr.  No- 
£LE,  iostrQcting  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of 
imniing  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  lay  out  the 
K46  therein  named,''  so  as  to  provide  that  the  said 
iM  may  be  laid  out  through  Columbus,  Indian- 
a;clis,and  Vandalia,  was  again  read,  and  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  unfa- 
ronble  to  the  petition  of  Frederick  W.  Smith,  a 
Lieatesant  in  the  Nary,  who  prays  remuneration 
for  money  bdonging  to  the  Government,  lost  while 
.n  serrice,  was  taken  up  for  consideration.  Mr. 
DicKnsoN,  in  a  few  remarks,  opposed  the  report 
cf  the  committee,  and  concluded  by  moving  to  re- 
Terse  iu  Mr.  RuGOLES  stated  the  reasons  which 
governed  the  committee  in  framing  their  report. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Dickerson  was 
ffjected,  and  the  report  concurred  in. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
hMou  Case,  providing  payment  for  a  voke  of 
oxen  taken  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
duriDg  the  late  war,  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  Mr.  Rdugles  stated  the  facts  cou- 
mitd  with  the  case.  The  bill  was  reported  to 
lie  Senate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to  a 
'-iird  reading. 

CASE  OF  FRANCI8  HENDERSON,  Jb. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Henderson,  jr. 
^  taken  np  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This 
hill  proTides  for  the  payment  "  to  Francis  Hen- 
derson, jr^  the  grandson  of  the  late  Lieutenant 
Colonel  John  Laurens,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  the 
^QDi  of  $2a^,  in  full  for  all  claims  of  the  legal 
l^esentatire  of  Colonel  Laurens  against  the 
Laired  Sutes."  The  following  is  the  report  of  I 
•^  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations : 

^tcnaiit  Colonel  John  Lfturens,  the  ancestor 
*^  Krriceg,  civil  and  military,  oocnpy  a  brilliant 
P^«  ia  the  kiftory  of  the  Revolaiion,  entered  the 
"^noT  of  the  United  States,  as  aid  to  the  Commander^ 
^D-Ckief,in  Augoit,  1777.  In  this  situation,  he  dis- 
P^jH  a  zeal,  courage,  and  devotedness,  not  surpassed 
^  iny  (rf  his  compatriots.  He  conciliated  the  esteem 
^hb  comminder,  and  of  his  brother  soldiers,  and, 
m  ba  diitingiiiflhed  servicee,  frequently  received  the 
'^uki  of  Conlreie.  In  1780,  he  had  acquired  so 
auch  sA  ^  confidence  of  his  country,  as  to  induce 
Ungren,ananimouBly,to  appoint  him  a  special  Min- 
"^  to  France,  on  a  most  important  service.     Such 


was  his  suecess  in  this  mission,  as  again  to  call  forth 
the  public  thanks  of  that  body.  He  returned  to  this 
country  in  September,  1781,  and  at  his  special  request 
Congress  permitted  him  to  join  the  Army,  then  con- 
ducting the  sieffe  of  Torktovirn,  in  Virginia,'  where 
fresh  laurels  awaited  him.  He  finally  fell,  on  the  27th 
August,  1782,  in  the  lap  of  honor,  fighting  the  battles 
of  his  country.  His  death  was  a  national  misfortune. 
He  left  an  orphan  daughter  to  the  gratitude  and  to 
the  protection  of  his  country.  A  dirinterestedness, 
even  to  carelessness,  was  a  distinguiahed  trait  among 
his  other  qualities.  Hence,  for  his  long  and  important 
serrices,  and  the  expenses  attending  the  same,  he 
seems  neither  to  have  kept  an  account,  nor  to  have 
reoeiTod  any  advances,  except  a  small  sum,  to  which 
hereafter  a  more  particular  reference  will  be  made. 

The  father  dead — ^his  only  child  an  infant  and  an 
orphan — and  the  grandfather,  Henry  Laurens,  in  cap- 
tivity in  England-— there  was  no  one  to  assert  her 
claims. 

Eventually,  the  grandfather  returned  from  Europe, 
and,  in  1784,  as  the  guardian  of  the  child,  presented 
her  case  to  Congrese,  who  came  to  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

•*Ruohed,  That,  in  settling  the  accounts  of  the  late 
Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Laurens,  as  special  Minister  • 
to  the  Court  of  YeTsailles,  he  be  allowed  the  same  pay  . 
that  was  given  at  thii  period  to  the  Ministers  Pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States  at  foreign  Courts,  from 
the  time  of  his  appointment  to  that  embassy,  until  his 
return ;  and  that  the  balance  remaining  due  for  his 
services  as  Minister  be  paid  to  his  representatives." 

This  resolution  was  not  acted  upon  till  1790.  The 
accounts  of  the  father,  Colonel  Laurens,  in  both  char- 
acters, as  Colonel  and  as  Minister,  were  settled.  But 
it  is  objected  by  bis  legal  representative,  the  petitioner, 
(who  intermarried  with  Frances  Eleanor  Laurens,  the 
only  child  of  Colonel  John  Laurens,)  and,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  justly,  that  in  the  settlement 
no  allowance  was  made  for  the  expenses  of  Colonel 
Laurens  while  on  his  foreign  mission,  although,  at  that 
time,  no  advances  being  made  our  foreign  Ministers 
as  an  outfit,  it  was  the  usage  of  the  Government  to 
pay  their  expenses ;  and  more  especially,  too,  as  Con- 
gress had  expressly  directed  that,  in  the  adjustment  of 
the  account,  his  compensation  should  be  the  same  as 
that  of  other  Ministers. 

No  account  having  been  kept  by  Colonel  Laurens 
of  his  expenses,  the  committee  have,  of  course,  no  cer- 
tain data  by  which  to  ascertain  the  amount ;  in  the 
absence  of  which,  they  have  been  compelled  to  resort 
to  other  circumstances,  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at 
any  satisfactory  result  These  are,  1st.  That  it  is  in 
proof  Colonel  Laurens  paid  his  own  expenses,  as  well 
as  those  of  his  suite.  2dly.  He  took  up,  at  Nantes, 
on  the  credit  of  his  father,  £1,000  sterling,  equal  to 
$4,444  44. ,  3dly.  He  received  from  Dr.  Franklin,  the 
then  resident  Minister  in  France,  $2,171  42;  and, 
4thly,  on  his  return  to  the  United  States  he  received, 
at  Boston,  where  he  landed,  $720  from  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Finance,  to  enable  him  to  join  the  army  be- 
fore Yorktown,  in  Virginia.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, have  assumed  these  sums,  as  furnishing  the 
probable  amount  of  his  expenses ;  in  which  they  have 
the  more  readily  acquiesced,  as  it  was  about  equal  to 
the  sum,  in  proportion  to  the  time,  allowed  Silas 
Deane,  a  contemporary  Minister  at  that  Court,  for  his 
expenses. 

The  claim  for  $101  86,  results  from  the  improper 
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application  of  the  scale  of  depreciation  to  the  item  for 
rationa,  in  the  military  account  of  Colonel  Laurens, 
vrho,  unconnected  with  any  8tate  regiment,  would  be 
deprived  of  the  compensation  which  bis  brother  offi* 
cere  received,  if  it  be  not  awarded  by  Congress ;  and, 
therefore,  the  committee  deemed  it  reasonable  to  allow 
it  The  claim  for  $104  70  is  obviously  just,  as  it 
arises  from  an  omission  in  extending  and  adding  up 
the  account.  Uniting  these  two  sums  with  his  diplo- 
matic expenses,  produces  an  amount  of  $7,642  41, 
which,  with  interest,  at  five  per  cent,  from  the  fifth 
September,  1781,  the  day  of  his  ^turn  from  Euibpe, 
is  equal  to  $28,500.  In  allowing  the  charge  for  in- 
terest, from  the  above  period,  the  committee  have  been 
guided  by  the  resolution  of  Congrrss  above  referred  to, 
and  tbe  report  on  which  it  was  founded,  which  directs 
that  the  child  of  Colonel  Laurens  should  receive  what- 
ever was,  in  equity  and  justice,  due  the  fiither;  and 
for  the  further  reason,  that  the  grandfather,  in  fixing 
the  portion  of  the  daughter  of  John  Laurens,  by  his 
will,  deducts  therefrom  the  advances  made  the  aon,  of 
which  the  sum  taken  up  by  him  at  Nantes  is  a  part, 
with  interest  from  the  time  of  such  advances. 

The  committee,  in  reporting  a  bill  directing  the 
money  to  be  paid  to  Francis  Henderson,  jr.,  the  only 
grandchild  of  Colonel  Laurens,  has,  independently  of 
Its  fitness,  conformed  to  the  consent  of  Francis  Hen- 
derson, the  elder,  signified  by  a  letter  from  him,  and 
among  the  documents. 

Mr.  Barbour  stated  the  grounds  of  this  claim, 
and  commented  feelingly  and  eloquently  upon  the 
distinguished  services  wnich  Colonel  Laurent  had 
rendered  the  country.  In  the  appropriation  of 
the  sum  named  in  the  bill,  Mr.  B.  said  the  com- 
mittee had  not  estimated  the  interest  on  the  moneys 
which  were  justly  due  a  long  time  since  to  Col- 
onel Laurens.  He  thought  this  ought,  in  justice, 
to  be  added  to  the  amount  to  be  granted ;  and 
therefore  moved  that  the  sum  of  $23,500  be  strick- 
en out  from  the  bill,  and  the  sum  of  $26,700  in- 
serted in  its  stead. 

The  allowance  of  interest  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Lanman,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Macon,  and  Van 
BuREN,  on  the  ground  that  the  claim  had  not 
been  before  presented,  and  that  the  same  principle 
which  had  been  adopted  in  the  settlement  of  other 
claims,  of  a  similar  nature,  should  be  preserved  in 
this  case. 

The  question  having  been  divided,  the  motion 
for  striking  out  $23,500  prevailed ;  but,  before  the 
question  was  taken  on  inserting  the  sum  proposed 
by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  bill  was  ordered,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Van  Burbn,  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  January  6. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  appropriating  a  sum  of 
money  to  Benjamin  Huffman,  of  the  State  of  In- 
diana;" a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
laying  out  and  opening  certain  public  roads  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida;"  also  a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Wharton ;"  in  which  bills 
Ih^  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  brought  up  for  concurrence  were 
read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Mr.  JoBHSON,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  pej 
tion  of  Ceiestin  Moreau,  of  the  State  of  Lonii 
ana,  praying  tbe  confirmation  of  his  title  to  a  in 
of  land,  purchased  in  tbe  year  1792,  and  of  wbic 
since  that  time,  he  has  had  quiet  and  undisturb 
possession.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referri 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  i 
memorial  of  Oliver  Keating,  a  respectable  m< 
chant  of  Boston,  stating  that,  in  1807,  he  loaded 
vessel  exclusively  with  the  produce  of  the  Am( 
ican  fisheries,  for  Marseilles;  that,  on  approacbi^ 
the  port,  the  vessel  was  spoken  by  a  British  res^ 
of  war.  and,  on  entering  the  harbor  of  Mar6eill< 
was  taken  possession  otby  a  French  natloaalshi 
and  both  vessel  and  cargo  were  condemned,  coj 
trary  to  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  the  law  of  n 
tions,  under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  issu 
after  the  sailing  of  his  vessel,  and  praying  Cc 
gress  to  grant  such  relief  as  he  may  be  entitled 
receive,  and  they  may  think  proper  to  grant.  B 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Knight  presented  tbe  memorial  of  Samt 
Slater,  and  others,  a  committee  appointed  by  t 
manufacturers  of  cotton,  and  others  interested 
the  manufacture  of  that  article,  in  the  State 
Rhode  Island,  representing  the  embarrassments 
which  they  are  subjected  by  the  provisions  of  t 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  auties  on  impoi 
and  tonnage;  and  praying  a  revision  of  the  tai 
of  duties,  with  a  view  to  the  encouragement 
the  manufactures  of  the  United  States.  The  n 
morial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Coinmill 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  consider  al 
report  therein. 

Mr.  DiCK£RS0M  presented  the  memorial  of  Be 
jamin  Jones,  and  others,  of  the  city  of  Philad< 
phia,  praying  additional  duties  on  foreign  in 
imported,  and  on  certain  manufactures  there< 
The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Goi 
mittee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  FiNOLAY  submitted  the  following  motu 
for  consideration ;  which  was  read : 

Be$ohfed,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  «nd  C 
nals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
requesting  the  President  to  employ  part  of  the  eogio^ 
corps  in  esoertaining  whether  it  be  practicable  to  ma 
a  canal  navigation  from  the  River  Delaware  or  Scbo] 
kill,  at  or  near  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  by  the  city 
Lancaster,  to  the  River  Sosquehannah,  and  toco 
nect,  by  canals,  the  waters  of  Alleghany  Ri^er  ai 
Lake  Erie,  and  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  water  ea 
connecting  stream  would  famub,  at  different  ^seiso 
of  the  year,  making  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  coi 
pleting  the  canals  respectively,  and  noting  other  nect 
sary  circniastanoes  in  relation  to  the  object. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  f« 
lowing  motion  for  consideration;  which  w 
read: 

Baolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  piovidi 
by  law  for  the  distribution  of  the  public  docomeo 
journals,  reports,  and  laws  of  Congress,  annually. 
tbe  several  incorporated  libraries  within  the  Uotl 
SUtes. 

Mr.  RuGGLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Cl&io 
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:o  whom  was  referred,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  the 
petitioQ  of  Joseph  C.  Boyd,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
kM  of  Joseph  C.  Boyd,  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  R.,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  the  bili  entitled 
^' Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbit,"  reported 
the  stme  without  amendment. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Baton  asked  and  ob- 
tain^ lesTe  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revire  and  con- 
(ioue  Id  force  ^  An  act  fixing  the  compensation 
oi  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
Hoose  of  Representatives,  and  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  their  offices,  and  of  the  librarian^"  passed 
the  18th  of  April,  1818;  which  was  twice  read, 
by  QoaoiffloQs  consent. 

The  M  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lou- 
don Case,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Hook,  ju- 
nior; and  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was 
posiponed  ootil  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Francis  Henderson,  junior ;  and  the  further 
aosideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Lix)TD,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affiiirs,  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  the  29th  ultimo,  the  bill  entitled  '<  An  act  fur- 
ther exteodiog  the  term  of  half  pay  pensions  to 
the  widows  and  children  of  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  who  died  in  the  public  service,"  reported 
it  vith  an  amendment;  which  was  read. 

The  re«>ltttion  offered  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Lloyd, 
of  Massachosetts,  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the 
expedieocy  of  causios  a  survey  of  the  best  route 
for  cpeoiog  a  navifi;able  communication  between 
Buzzard's  Bay  and  Barnstable  Bay,  was  again 
^  and  sgreed  to. 

Theresointions  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  re- 
port to  the  Senate  all  such  acts  as  will  expire  be- 
fore the  second  week  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
greu;  and  to  report,  in  the  first  week  of  each 
session,  all  such  laws  as  will  expire  before  the 
swood  week  in  the  next  succeeding  sessioq,  were 
^lio  read,  aad  gave  rise  to  some  discussion  as  to 
the  department  from  which  the  information  should 
K  required.  Some  members  thought  it  appropriate 
^  the  Department  of  State,  others  to  the  Attorney 
^«ral,  and  others  to  a  Committee  of  the  Senate. 
Messrs.  Macon,  Elliott,  Babbour,  Holmes,  of 
^QC|  FiRDLAT,  SaaiTH,  RuaoLBS,  and  Mills, 
l^criUj  remarked  upon  the  subject,  and  the  reso- 
J^iOQs  were  then,  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Holmes,  of 
^jjjWj  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday 
"f,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  was  read  for  consider- 

^ted.  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
l^icted  to  inqoire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
^^  invisioos  of  the  1st  and  4th  sections  of  an  act, 
^"?^*d  March,  1821,  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of 
mic  bttd*,  prior  to  the  Ut  of  Joly,  1820,  so  as  to 
«Wfl  the  haldefs  of  certificates  (on  which  an   ex- 


tended credit  has  been  allowed)  to  relinquish  the  same  ; 
or  by  making  cash  payments  to  receive  a  deduction  of 
37^  per  cenL  on  the  amount  so  paid." 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  K.,  stating  the 
provisions  of  the  sections  of  the  act  proposed  to  be 
extended,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  offered  a  few  days  since,  by  Mr. 
Smith,  instructing  an  imjuiry  into  the  expediency 
of  exploring,  by  the  Engineer  Corps,  the  country 
between  the  Aileehany  and  Susquehanna  rivers, 
with  a  view  to  their  connexion  by  a  canal,  was 
called  up  for  consideration.  Mr.  FmnLAY  sub- 
mitted an  amendment,  which  he  afterwards  with- 
drew, and  offered  in  the  form  of  a  separate  resolu- 
tion. Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  made  a  few  obser- 
vations, aeainst  carrying  the  policy  of  making 
roads  and  canals,  from  the  puolic  funds,  to  the 
extent  contemplated  by  this  and  similar  proposi- 
tions. The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  for 
the  relief  of  William  Bartlett  and  John  Stearns, 
was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  object  ol  this  bill  is,  to  grant  the  bounty  to 
two  fishing  vessels  belonging  to  Plymouth,  Mas- 
sachusetts, which  were  shipwrecked,  and  therefore 
unable  to  comply  with  all  the  requisitions  of  the 
law  allowing  a  bounty  to  vessels  engaged  in  the 
fishinff  trade.  Mr.  Smith  stated  the  view  which 
the  Ck>mmittee  on  Finance  took  of  this  subject. 
Messrs.  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  Lanman,  and 
Mills,  advocated,  and  Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
and  Macon,  opposed  the  bill ;  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Lanman,  It  was  laid  on  the  table. 

SAMUEL  GILBERT. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Gilbert  was 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  KuGQLBs,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
stated  that  the  bill  provided  compensation  for 

Eroperty  taken  by  the  Sac  Indians,  after  they  had 
een  informed  of  the  Treaty  of  reace  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain;  that,  al- 
though the  tribe  was  bound,  by  treaty,  to  make 
restitution  of  the  property  so  taken,  yet,  from  mo- 
tives of  policy,  the  Uovernment  had  seen  fit  to  re- 
lease them  from  the  obligation  to  restore  it. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Illinois,  gave  some  informa- 
tiod  as  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty^  by  which  the 
claim  to  this  property  was  relinquished. 

Mr.  Chandler  thought  that  this  claim  partook 
somewhat  of  the  nature  of  a  great  many  others 
now  before  Congress,  and  that  its  passage  might 
involve  the  allowance  of  all  claims  to  property 
taken  from  citizens  of  the  United  States,  the  claim 
to  which  was  afterwards  surrendered  by  treatv. 

Mr.  Smith  thought  the  reason,  advanced  bv 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  the  very  one  which 
should  urge  the  allowance  of  this  claim.  He  be- 
lieved the  Government  ou^ht  to  make  restitution 
for  the  property  of  its  citizens  surrendered  by 
treaty. 

Mr.  Barbour  said,  if  the  bill  involved  so  im- 
portant a  principle  as  that  intimated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  it  ought  not  to  be  acted  upon 
by  the  Senate  without  further  reflection.  He 
therefore  moved  its  postponement  to  this  day  week. 
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Mr.  KiNQ,  of  New  York,  remarked  upon  the 
nature  of  claims  upon  the  Government  for  prop- 
erty captured  hy  foreisn  nations,  ^.  He  con- 
sidered it  the  duty  of  a  nation,  a  duty  which  it 
owed  to  itself  and  to  its  citizens,  to  exert  all  the 
means  in  its  power  to  obtain  recompense  for  pri- 
vate property  captured  by  other  nations— but, 
when  those  means  had  been  exhausted,  that  na- 
tion was  no  longer  bound  to  withhold  from  the 
completioi/of  a  treaty,  nor  to  provide  payment  for 
all  claims  for  property  so  captured,  dbc. 

Mr.  Smith  comcided  perfectly  with  the  rule 
laid  down  by  the  member  from  New  York — but, 
he  considered,  that,  where  a  foreign  nation  agreed, 
by  treaty,  to  make  restitution  for  property  cap- 
tured, and  afterwards  our  Government  had  con- 
sented, for  a  valuable  consideration,  to  strike  out 
that  article  from  the  treaty,  they  were  bound  to 
compensate  the  citizens  having  such  claims. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Bahbour,  to  postpone  the 
bill  to  this  day  week,  prevailed. 


WEONEsnAY,  January  7. 

The  Presioent  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  an  ab- 
stract exhibiting  the  expenditures,  under  tne  head 
of  "  Contingent  Expenses.''  from  the  first  of  Oc- 
tober, 1822,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1823,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  act  of  Congress,  passed 
3d  of  March,  1809 ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  RuooLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  1 5th  December,  the 
petition  of  Charles  B.  Davis,  made  a  report,  to- 
gether with  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted.  * 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration ;  which  was  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  revising  the  act  of 
Congreti  entitled  *<An  act  further  to  establiah  the 
compensations  of  officers  of  the  customs,  and  to  alter 
the  collection  districts,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed 
7th  May,  18212,  and  making  such  amendments  thereto, 
as  a  change  of  circumstances  may  have  rendered  neces- 
sary and  proper. 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration :  which  was  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  (if  in  his  opinion 
it  can  be  done  without  injury  to  the  public  interest) 
such  information  as  will  show  the  state  of  the  relations 
between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  from  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Florida  treaty  up  to  the  present  time ; 
and  the  efiect  produced  on  those  relations  by  the  United 
States  having  established  diplomatic  intercourse  with 
the  independent  Governments  of  South  and  North 
America. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tne  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  surveying 
and  making  a  road  from  a  point  opposite  to  Mem- 
phis, in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas;"  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 


entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  surveying  j 
making  a  road  from  a  point  opposite  to  Mem}^ 
in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  Id 
Territory  of  Arkansas,"  was  twice  read,  by  uoi 
mous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
Roads  and  Canals. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  moti 
of  the  6th  instant,  relative  to  a  canal  from 
River  Delaware,  or  Schuylkill,  at  or  near  tbe( 
of  Philadelphia,  by  the  city  of  Lancaster,  to 
River  Susquehannah ;  and  it  was  ordered  to 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
the  6th  instant,  to  inquire  into  the  expedieDq 
providing  by  law  for  the  distribution  of  thepuf 
documents,  journals,  and  laws,  to  the  sereral 
corporated  libraries  within  the  United  Sta^ 
and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  C.  Boyd  wasr 
the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  appropriating  a  ( 
tain  sum  of  money  to  Benjamm  Hufimap,  of 
State  of  Indiana,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

A  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  lay 
out  and  opening  certain  public  roads,  in  Floriii 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Si 
uel  Wharton,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  " 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Bartlett  and  Jj 
Stearns,  owners  of  the  schooner  Angler,  and  1 
thaniel  Carver,  owner  of  the  schooner  Harmq 
and  others,"  and,  no  amendment  baring  n 
made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed 
a  third  reading. 

CASE  OF  FRANCIS  HENDERSON,  Ji 
The  bill  reported  in  Senate,  by  the  Commi) 
on  Foreign  Relations,  for  the  relief  of  Fran 
Henderson,  jun.,  the  grandson  of  the  late  Colo 
John  Laurens,  was  ajBfain  taken  up  for  coDsidc 
tion,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.    The  quest 
was  upon  inserting  ^6,700,  as  the  sum  to 
granted,  instead  of  $23,500,  the  sum  reported 
the  committee — the  addition  proposed  being 
interest  on  the  sum  which  the  committee  sis 
to  be  due  for  the  services  of  Colonel  Laurens. 
the  allowance  of  interest,  a  further  discussion  u 

Slace,  in  which  Mr.  Barbour  supported,  { 
lessrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Smith,  Mac 
Hayne,  and  Benton,  opposed  the  allowance. 
Mr.  Hayne  said  that,  as  the  name  of  Laur 
had  been  mentioned,  and  his  services  bad  t^ 
alluded  to,  in  debate,  he  could  not,  with  iustio 
his  own  feelings,  refrain  from  adding  nis  lec 
tribute  of  respect  for  the  virtues,  and  admiral 
of  the  character,  of  that  distinguished  man. 
felt  that  he  would  be  indulged  by  the  Sen 
when  they  remembered  that  he  represented 
State  which  had  been  honored  by  giving  birti 
that  illustrious  hero^  and  which  had  been  | 
more  honored  in  bemg  the  scene  of  his  glon 
death. 

Colonel  John  Laurens,  said  Mr.  Hayn£)  ^ 
the  Bayard  of  America.    Of  him,  if  of  ^1  ° 
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who  ever  lived,  it  coald,  with  troth,  be  said,  ^*  he 
was  witfaoQt  fear  and  withoot  reproach!"  He 
brought  to  tbe  serrice  of  his  country  a  Roman 
form,  and  more  than  a  Roman  soul.  If  yon 
soafht  for  him  in  the  day  of  battle,  he  was  found 
at  the  post  of  danger;  if  at  any  other  moment,  he 
was  fooiid  at  the  post  of  doty.  The  lore  of  his 
cooDtTf  coDtroUed  erery  other  feeling  of  his  heart ; 
it  might  almost  be  said  to  be  that  ^^  in  which  he 
lived,  aod  moved,  and  had  his  being."  It  had 
been  supposed,  said  Mr.  Hatne,  that  Colonel 
Laurens  wu  a  rash  man,  whollr  reckless  of  life ; 
who  nisbed,  with  the  instinct  ot  the  lion,  on  his 
foe,  and  who  was  regardless  because  he  was  in- 
sensible of  danger.  Some  countenance  had  in- 
deed been  given  to  this  idea  by  the  historians  of 
the  day.  But  Mr.  H.  was  strongly  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  injostice  had,  in  this  respect, 
been  dooe  to  the  character  of  Laurens,  and  that 
bis  ardent  enterprise  and  heroic  courage  had  been 
mistaken  for  thooghtless  desperation. 

Laorens  possessed  a  highly  coltirated  mind. 
He  WIS  a  man  of  thought  as  well  as  of  action ; 
"^as  great  in  counsel  as  in  high  resolve."  It  is 
fiot  to  be  supposed,  therefore,  that  such  a  man 
could  bare  teen  insensible  to  danger.  Mr.  H. 
was  satisfied,  from  facts  within  his  own  knowl- 
edge, that,  although  Colonel  Laurens  always  felt 
himself  compelled,  by  his  noble  nature  ana  high 
senseofdnty,.to  seek  danger  in  his  country's  ser- 
Ticf.  where?er  it  was  to  be  found,  yet  he  duly 
eitimated  the  hazards  of  such  conduct,  and  con- 
sidered as  probable  the  event  by  which  he  finally 
»ald,  with  his  blood,  his  devotion  to  his  country. 
When  entering  on  his  last  campaign,  he  confided, 
to  the  care  of  a  friend,  a  precious  jewel,  the  gift 
cf  LoQis  XVI.,  with  directions  how  it  should 
be  deposed  of  in  the  event  of  his  fall.  No,  sir, 
said  Mr.  H.,  Colonel  Laurens  was  neither  insen- 
sible to  danger  nor  indifferent  to  life.  It  was  only 
▼hen,  to  Iwrrow  the  language  of  the  immortal 
poet 

"  He  Mt  Honor  in  one  eye,  and  Death  in  t'other, 
That  he  did  look  on  Death  indifier«ntly.*' 

The  field  of  battle  was  not  the  only  sphere  in 
which  Colonel  Laurens  displayed  great  talents 
aod  rare  qualities.  He  was  no  less  able  as  a 
oegoiiator  than  distinffoished  as  a  soldier.  At 
t'ifi  most  critical  period  of  the  Revolotion,  Con- 
gress found  it  necessarv  to  send  to  France  for 
succor  and  support.  They  sought  out  Laurens 
'^  the  camp,  and  confided  to  him  a  special  mission 
to  the  Court  of  Versailles.  His  conduct  on  that 
^^mvn  was  as  striking  and  peculiar  as  it  was 
tnu&ently  soccessfol.  He  stamped  his  own  hiffh 
ciaiuter  on  a  transaction  unexampled  in  the 
wiioie  history  of  diplomacy.  Arrived  at  the  French 
Coort,  he  trampled  at  once  on  all  oflficial  forms, 
iad,  in  the  simple  garb  of  an  American  soldier, 
pfessed  instantly  into  the  presence  of  the  Sover- 
-p,  eloquently  and  fearlessly  explained  the  situ- 
^'-00  of  his  country,  clearly  pointed  out  the  duty 
^ad  iaterest  of  France,  and  demanded  assistance. 
ratriotiim  and  eloquence  were  sigiially  trium- 
I^Dt.  Laorens  prevailed.    He  obtained  at  once , 


that  relief  which  was  perhaps  essential  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  American  independence,  and 
which,  if  it  had  not  been  wholly  denied  to  the 
usual  course  of  lardy  negotiation,  might  have 
come  too  late  to  produce  the  desired  eflfect.  Thus 
was  the  work  of  years  accomplished  in  a  few 
short  weeks.  But  a  few  months  had  elapsed 
since  Laurens  had  been  seen  in  the  ranks  ot  the 
American  Army,  "  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight." 
And,  now,  (having,  in  the  mean  time,  thrice 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  concluded  a  most  impor- 
tant negotiation,)  lie  was  again  on  his  native 
shores,  bringins  with  him  immense  treasures,  the 
friiits  of  his  labors,  and  fornishing  pay  and  clo- 
thing to  the  suffering  soldiery.  In  a  few  days  af- 
ter his  arrival,  he  was  again  found  in  the  camp, 
marshalling  to  fflory  the  soldiers  of  liberty.  Mr. 
H.  said,  he  woind  not  attempt  to  follow  him  fur- 
ther in  his  fflorious  course.  We  all  know  that  he 
fell  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  gallantly  fighting 
for  the  liberties  of  his  country  and  the  rights  of 
mankind.  It  is  delightful,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  reflect, 
that  he  fell  "  in  the  last  of  our  fields,"  as  if  Provi- 
dence, who  had  preserved  him  through  so  many 
perils,  had  permitted  his  career  to  be  closed  Only 
when  there  were  no  more  battles  to  be  won. 

It  will  hardly  be  believed  by  posterity  that  the^ 
hero,  who  fills  so  lar^e  a  space  in  the  annals  of 
his  country,  died  in  his  youth,  not  having  yet  at- 
tained his  twenty-seventh  year.  As  nearly  con- 
nected with  this  subject,  said  Mr.  H.,  it  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that  Colonel  Laurens  was  the  purest 
and  most  disinterested  of  human  beings.  His  po- 
litical creed  was  that,  in  the  hour  of  calamity,  the 
life  and  fortune  of  the  citizen  is  the  property  of  his 
country,  and  that  his  services  should  l^  rendered 
gratuitously.  Laurens  received  no  pay,  kept  no 
private  accounts,  and  most  certainly  never  intend- 
ed to  demand,  nor  would  have  consented  to  re- 
ceive any  compensation  for  his  invaluable  ser- 
vices, military  and  diplomatic.  It  was  in  the 
same  spirit  that,  on  one  occasion,  he  declined  a 
commission  in  the  Army,  tendered  him  as  a  re- 
ward for  his  gallantry ;  not,  assuredly,  from  insen- 
sibility to  its  value,  (for  military  glory  was  the 
idol  of  his  soul,  and  promotion  the  very  reward 
for  which  his  neart  panted,)  but  because,  as  he 
himself  declared,  his  promotion  might  give  offence 
to  older  ofiEicers,  and  thus  be  injurious  to  the  public 
service.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  knew  not  how  better  to 
combine  in  one  view  the  various  traits  which 
marked  the  character  of  John  Laurens,  than  by 
adopting  the  eloquent  language  of  the  American 
historian : 

'*  Nature  had  adorned  him  with  a  profusion  of 
her  choicest  gifta,  to  which  edacation  bad  added 
its  most  useful  as  well  as  its  most  elegant  improve- 
ments. Acting  from  the  most  honorable  principles ; 
uniting  the  braverv  and  other  talents  of  a  great  officer, 
with  the  knowledge  of  a  icompleta  soldier,  and  the 
engaging  manners  of  a  well-bred  gentleman— he  was 
the  idol  of  his  country,  the  glory  of  the  army,  and  the 
ornament  of  human  nature." 

Mr.  Benton  opposed,  not  only  the  allowance 
of  the  interest,  but  of  the  principal,  also,  as  pro- 
posed to  be  granted  by  this  bill.    He  thought,  as 
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the  daughter  of  Coionel  Laurens  was  still  alive, 
that  she  was  the  only  person  who  had  a  just  claim 
to  the  money  proposed  to  be  paid  :  and,  if  the  bill 
to  pass,  It  should  be  in  her  favor. 


were 


Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  the  recommit- 
ment of  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  that 
the  money  shall  be  paid  to  the  daughter  of  Colonel 
Laurens,  or  her  assignee.  But  a  motion  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table  prevailed. 


Thursday,  January  8. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the 
Army  Register,  for  each  member  of  the  Senate, 
conformably  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  De- 
cember 13tb,  1815. 

Mr.  RuooLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  29th  December,  the 
bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Brintnel 
Ronbins,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  £d WARDS,  of  Connecticut,  submitted  the 
following  motion : 

lUiolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 
by  joint  resolution,  that  there  be  prepared  and  pub- 
lished, under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  the  index  now  required  by  the  reaohition  of  the 
8d  March,  1818,  a  statement  of  the  acts  and  parts  of 
acts,  and  joint  resolutions,  of  a  public  nature,  which 
are  limited  in  their  duration,  specifying  the  time  or 
contingeney  by  which  their  duration  is  limited  ;  and, 
also,  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  as  aforesaid, 
that  there  be  prepared  and  published,  as  aforesaid, 
with  the  laws  of  the  present  session  of  Congress  a 
statement  of  the  acts  and  joint  resolutions,  of  a  public 
nature,  not  yet  expired,  passed  since  the  organisation 
of  the  present  Government,  which  are  limited  in  their 
duration,  speci^ing  the  time  or  contingency  by  which 
their  duration  is  limited. 

Mr.  Edwards  stated  that  his  intention  was  to 
obtain,  in  a  more  correct  manner,  the  object  pro- 
posed in  a  resolution  offered  a  few  days  since  by 
a  member  from  Maine.  Instead  of  calling  upon 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  report  to  Congress,  ses- 
sion after  session,  the  acts  which  are  about  to  ex- 
pire, Mr.  E.  thought  such  information  might  be 
obtained  in  a  much  more  simple  and  expeditious 
way,  if  it  were  attached  to  the  index  usually  pub- 
lished with  the  laws — that  the  additional  labor  of 
specifying,  in  this  wav,  the  particular  time  when 
the  laws  expire,  could  not  be  great;  and,  also, 
where  the  expiration  of  the  law  depends  upon  any 
contingency,  that  such  contiDsency  should  be  ex- 

Eressed  in  the  same  way.  Tbis  method  would 
ave  the  effect  to  furnish  the  information,  not  only 
to  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  but  to  the 
people  at  large — and  all  interested  in  the  laws 
might  avail  themselves  of  the  information. 
The  resolution  was  laid  over  for  consideration. 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petition 
of  Mary  Davis  and  Solomon  Davis,  heirs  and  rep- 
resentatives of  Solomon  Davis,  deceased,  stating 
that  a  contract  was  made  between  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Public  Buildings  and  the  said  Sol- 
omon Davis,  for  the  supply  of  a  quantity  of  Seneca 


stone  ;  that  a  part  of  the  stone  delivered  has  been 
rejected  by  the  Commissioner ;  and  praving  pay- 
ment for  the  same,  and  the  fulfilment  ot  the  con- 
tract on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  The  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Francis  Larche,  of  New  Orleans,  praying 
compensation  for  a  negro  man^  who  was  impressed 
into  the  public  service,  and  killed,  during  the  in- 
vasion ot  Louisiana  by  the  British.  The  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Kendall,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  16th  Decem- 
ber, the  petition  of  Greorge  De  Passau.  made  a 
report,  together  with  a  resolution,^  that  the  prayei 
ofthe  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill.  entiUed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil 
liam  Bartlett  and  John  Stearns,  owners  of  thi 
schooner  Angler,  and  Nathaniel  Carver,  ownei 
of  the  schooner  Harmony,  and  others,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  oi 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Cbarle 
B.  Davis,  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  th< 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Hook,  jr. 
and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Bdren,  from  the  Committee  on  ihi 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  di 
recting  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  report  to  Con 
gress  concerning  the  expiration  of  laws,  reporter 
the  following  resolution ;  which  was  read  anc 
passed  to  a  second  reading : 

**  Resolved,  That  there  be  added  to  the  Standing 
Committees,  consisting  of  five  members  each,  directed 
to  be  appointed  at  thu  commencement  of  each  session 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise,  the  following 

"  A  Committee  of  Revision,  whose  special  duty  i 
shall  be  to  report  to  the  Setaale,  before  the  first  dayo 
March  next,  all  such  laws  as  expire  before  the  do* 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress ;  and  to  make  a  aim 
ilsr  report,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  L 
each  year.'* 

The  resolution  submitted  on  Tuesday  last,  b; 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  instructing  an  inquir 
"  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  bylaw,  for  th 
^  distribution  of  the  Public  Documents,  Journals 
'  Reports^  and  Laws  of  Congress,  annually,  to  th 
*  several  mcorporated  Libraries  within  the  Unite 
^  States,"  was  again  read  for  consideration. 

After  some  suggestions  on  the  subject,  from  Mj 
Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Lowrib,  and  M; 
HoLMBB,  of  Maine,  Mr.  Johnson  consented  t 
modifjr  his  proposition,  so  as  to  make  a  general  ii 
quiry  into  the  expediency  of  a  further  distributio 
of  public  documents ;  and,  in  this  shape,  it  -we 
agreed  to. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  yesterday  b 
Mr.  Babbodr,  was  again  read  for  consideration  : 

"Resohed,  That  the  Piesident  of  the  United  State 
be  reqoesUd  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  (if,  in  hie  opii 
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M,  it  on  be  done,  withoat  injury  to  the  pablie  inter- 
eft)  iQch  inlvBetloa  as  will  show  the  state  of  the  re- 
Jttio&i  Wtvceo  Spain  and  the  United  States,  from  the 
riti&eatioi  of  the  Florida  Treaty,  up  to  thie  present 
time,  isd  the  e&ct  prodoced  on  those  relatiotts,  by 
the  Uoiteii  States  having  established  dtplomaHe  inter- 
coorae  wit^  the  independent  GoTeinments  of  South 
ind  North  America." 

Mr.fiiABouR  stated,  io  a  few  words,  the  reasons 
that  induced  him  to  offer  this  resolution ;  and  it 
VIS  then  agreed  to. 

OFnCERS  OF  THE  CUSTOMS. 

The  resolQtion  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  John- 
dON,  of  Looisianaj  directing  an  inquiry  into  the 
expedieoef  of  revising  and  amending  the  act  of 
CoDgress,  entitled  ^'An  act  further  to  establish  the 
^  compenatioQ  of  officers  of  the  customs,  and  to 

alter  certain  collection  districts,  and  for  other 

purposes,"  jassed  the  7th  May,  1822,  was  again 
rad  for  consideration. 

Mr.  JoBifsoN,  in  support  of  his  motion,  said  it 
^  been  fallr  shown,  by  experience,  that  the  law 
jQ  question  absolutely  required  some  amendment; 
ifl  Its  present  operation  at  New  Orleans^  and  he 
Wiiered  at  other  places,  it  was  certainly  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  the  country.  In  conseauence  of 
&e  redoctioQ  of  his  salary,  the  deputy  collector  at 
5ew  Orleans  had  resigned  his  offlce ;  that  office 
is  now  ncant,  and  likely  to  continue  so ;  and  it 
was  apprehended  that  the  collector  would  also  re- 
ngo  hii  office ;  that,  from  the  small  salary  allowed 
iiim,  he  vas  obliged  to  pay  the  contingent  expenses 
9.  his  office,  which  were  considerable ;  leaving 

or  himself  but  a  smadl  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices. When  the  unhealthiness  of  the  climate,  and 
vheardaoas  nattire  of  the  duties  of  these  officers, 
*»s  considered,  Mr.  J.  thought  the  propriety  of 
^  increase  of  their  salaries  must  be  eviaent. 
^^  *s  the  resolution  merely  prop(»ed  inquiry,  he 
P^oed  there  would  be  no  objection  to  it. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

CASE  OF  FRANCIS  HENDERSON,  Ja. 

J^  Senate  then  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of 

[he  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Ptincts  Henderson,  jr.  This  bill  proposes  to 
frant  a  mg^  ^  money  to  Francis  Henderson,  jr., 
'"  }J^  *»■▼»»  rendered  to  the  country,  by  his 
paodfetber,  Cdonel  John  Laurens.  The  ques- 
^00  before  the  Committee  was  upon  a  motion  by 
Mr.  HouiEB,  of  Maine,  to  recommit  the  bill  for 
^^^  parpose  of  altering  it,  so  far  as  to  grant  the 
^*J  to  Mrs.  Henderson,  the  daughter  of  Colonel 
AAorens.   This  motion,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Bar- 

'^r  !**  ^itWrawn. 

^^u.BaBODR,  after  some  further  remarks  on  the 
wK  K  f  *^  claim,  and  in  confirmation  of  those 
lU  Si  ^^^  previously  made  in  Committee  of 
r-^«Je,  moved  that  the  blank  in  the  bill  should 
■^  WIed  with  the  sum  which  the  Committee  origi- 
?*"!  (*Ported  to  be  due  for  the  expenses  incurred 
by  Cofaacl  Unrens. 

**f.UwBi«  said,  that  he  had  paid  great  atten- 

^  to  this  subject,  and  he  felt,  after  full  investi- 

^wn,  tUt  he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill,  in  any 

•"*!*•   At  the  subject  had  been  discussed  two 
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days,  he  would  now,  in  order  to  try  the  sense  of 
the  Senate,  move  its  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Elliott  opposed  the  motion  to  postpone  in- 
definitely. He  said  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
Colonel  Laurens  bad  really  expended  the  moneys 
which  the  bill  proposed  to  reimburse,  and  that  tne 
claim  fairly  came  under  the  provision  of  Congress, 
existing  at  that  time  for  the  payment  of  the  ex- 
penses of  their  foreign  Ministers.  The  property 
left  by  Colonel  Laurens  to  his  family,  had  been 
diminished  by  these  expenses ;  and  it  appeared  no 
more  than  just  that  they  should  be  paid.  The  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  daughter  was  situated 
were  such,  that  Mr.  E.  thought  the  money  ought 
not  to  be  given  to  her — he  did  not,  therelore,  see 
any  impropriety  in  votinc;  it  to  her  son. 

Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Maryland,  said  he  understood 
the  question,  as  to  passing  the  present  bill,  not  to 
torn  upon  the  justice  of  the  claim,  but,  whether 
the  person,  whose  name  was  mentioned  in  the 
bill,  was  fairly  and  legally  authorized  to  receive 
the  money.  It  was  not  asked  as  a  bounty,  but 
as  a  remuneration  for  services  rendered,  and  ex- 

Sinses  incurred ;  and  it  was  imperative  upon  the 
overnment  to  pay  its  just  debts;  but  it  was  also 
important  to  know  who  has  the  just  claim  to  it. 
If  Colonel  Laurens  had  any  claim  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment when  he  died,  his'daughter  undoubtedly 
became  the  heir  to  that  claim.  When  she  mar- 
ried Mr.  Henderson,  he  acquired  the  right  to  the 
claim.  If  the  claim  rests  on  the  law,  it  is  cer- 
tainly highly  important  to  know  to  whom  it  now 
belongs.  If  Congress  were  to  pay  it  now,  wrong- 
fully, they  would  be  bound,  by  every  principle  of 
justice,  to  pay  it  afain  hereafter,  provided  the 
proper  person  came  forward  to  claim  it.  If  Mr. 
Henderson  were  now  separated  from  his  wife,  by 
covenant  or  contract,  it  became  necessary  to  in- 
quire how  far  that  separation  would  adect  the 
claim.  What  is  the  nature  of  that  separation? 
Does  it  secure  the  riffht  in  this  claim  to  Hender- 
son? Until  he  could  see  some  evidence  on  this 
subject,  Mr.  L.  ^(aid  he  could  not  say  what  right 
the  grandson  had  to  receive  this  money.  No  one, 
Mr.  L.  remarked,  could  be  more  ready  than  him- 
self to  extend  a  fostering  hand  to  those,  and  to 
the  descendants  of  those  who  had  rendered  dis- 
tinguished services  to  the  country,  and  no  one 
was  more  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  ser- 
vices rendered  by  Colonel  Laurens ;  but  he  wished, 
before  he  was  called  upon  to  vote  on  this  subject, 
to  know  to  whom  the  money  was  due,  and  who 
had  a  legal  claim  to  it — suppose,  by  a  contract 
with  his  wife,  that  Henderson  had  been  prohibi- 
ted from  receiving  the  amount  of  this  claim — 
under  such  circumstances,  how  could  he  transfer 
a  right  to  his  son,  which  be  did  not  himself  pos- 
sess ?  If  it  were  paid  to  the  son,  in  such  a  case. 
Congress  might  be  called  upon,  by  the  wife  of 
Henderson,  to  pay  it  aeaio.  These  reasons,  Mr. 
L.  said,  would  induce  him  to  vote  for  postpone- 
ment, reserving  it  to  the  justice  of  the  country  to 
recognise  the  claim,  when  it  came  forward  in  a 
less  dubious  shape. 

Mr.  Lamman  made  some  inquiry  as  to  the  items 
in  Colonel  Laurens's  account,  which  had  been 
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allowed  by  the  GovernmenC ;  in  answer  to  which, 
Mr.  Barbodr  furnished  the  information  required. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Illinois,  believed  that  nothing 
less  than  an  absolute  divorce  could  deprive  Mr. 
Henderson,  the  father,  of  the  right  to  receive  this 
claim.  As  no  divorce  had  taken  place,  he  surely 
retained  that  right ;  and,  if  so,  he  could  transfer 
it  to  his  son.  If  nothing  more  than  a  separation, 
without  a  divorce,  had  taken  place,  it  did  not  viti- 
ate the  right  of  Mr.  Henderson ;  and,  as  he  had 
assented  to  the  grant  being  made  in  favor  of  his 
son,  there  was  no  doubt  in  his  mind,  Mr.  E.  said, 
that  the  son  of  Henderson  had  a  fair  claim. 

Mr.  Barbour  intimated  his  wish,  provided  the 
motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  were  withdrawn, 
to  propose  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  so  as  to  re- 
quire the  relinquishment  of  all  claims  by  Francis 
Henderson  the  father,  and  Frances  E.  Henderson 
the  mother,  previous  to  the  payment  of  the  mo- 
ney to  Francis  Henderson,  junior. 

Mr.  LowRiE  accordingly  withdrew  his  motion 
for  indefinite  postponement,  in  order  to  admit  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  was  in  favor  of 
the  allowance  of  the  claim ;  for,  he  iSelieved  that 
a  wise  liberality  in  conducting  the  afikirs  of  the 
nation,  was  the  most  proper  economy ;  he  would 
not  agree  that  one  dollar  of  this  money  should  go 
to  the  husband,  or  to  the  wife,  in  this  case ;  but 
he  felt  perfectly  willing  to  eive  it  to  the  son,  for 
his  own  exclusive  use  and  benefit ;  he,  therefore, 
proposed  an  amendment  to  strengthen  the  expres- 
sions used  in  that  which  was  ofiered  by  Mr. 
Barbour. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  expressed  his 
reluctance  to  legislate  at  all  on  this  subject,  at 
this  time,  and  renewed  the  motion  for  its  indefi- 
nite postponement. 

Mr.  IlAYNE  opposed  the  postponement;  he 
could  see  no  ffood  reason  for  refusing  to  act  upon 
the  claim.  There  could  be  no  doubt,  he  thought, 
in  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  present,  that  there 
did  exist  an  equitable  claim  for  the  services  of 
Colonel  Laurens;  he  had  left  a  daughter;  that 
daughter  had  married,  and  her  husband  was  liv- 
ing ;  they  had  a  son.  Now,  either  the  daughter, 
her  husband,  or  her  son,  or  all  of  them  together, 
were  entitled  to  this  money ;  and  to  one,  or  to  all 
of  them,  it  ought  to  be  paid.  In  the  strict  sense 
of  the  law,  no  one  could  recover  it.  It  was  left 
to  the  equity  of  Congress  to  pay  it ;  and,  which- 
ever of  the  persons  in  question  were  to  receive  it. 
Congress  could  never  be  expected  to  pay  it  a  sec- 
ond time.  Mr.  H.  thought  the  son  the  most  prop- 
er person  to  receive  it.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  blood  of  Colonel  Laurens  flowed  in  his 
veins;  he  was  now  about  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  and  just  entering  upon  a  professional  life.  In 
the  morning  of  his  days,  this  money  would  be  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  him. 

Mr.  Chandler  believed  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  mistaken,  when  he  said  that 
no  man  doubted  the  juiitice  of  this  claim — he,  for 
one,  did  not  believe  this  money  to  be  due — he  be- 
lieved that  Colonel  Laurens  had  received  all  the 
pay  he  had  expected,  or  wished,  from  the  Qov- 


ernment — and  there  had  not  been  sufl&cient  evi 
dence  produced  to  convince  him  that  this  debi 
was  due.  He  should,  therefore,  feel  compelled  t( 
vote  against  it.  He  had  no  doubt  that  Colooei 
Laurens  had  rendered  very  essential  services  t( 
the  country;  nor  did  he  wish  to  diminish  theii 
importance — but  he  did  not  believe  the  presen 
claim  to  be  founded  in  justice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kelly,  the  bill  was  ordere< 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Select  Committee,! 
whom  was  referred  the  several  resolutions  pro 
posing  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  in  regan 
to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Presideni 
reported  the  following  resolutions;  which  wer 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed : 

''  Resolved,  4*c-»  That  the  following  amenUmeDt  t 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  proposed  t 
the  LegisUturet  of  the  several  Sutes ;  which,  whei 
ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  th 
States,  shall  be  a  part  of  the  said  Constitation : 

*'  For  the  purpose  of  choosing  Representatives  ii 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  each  State  shall 
by  iu  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  number  of  du 
tricts,  equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  t 
which  such  Sute  may  be  entitled.  These  distrid 
shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  territory,  snd  contaii 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  peraonii  er 
titled  by  the  Constitution  to  be  represented.  In  eac 
of  theso  districts,  the  persons  qualified  to  vole  for  th 
meet  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature,  sbal 
choose  one  Representative. 

"  For  the  purpose  of  choosing  Electors  of  Presj 
dent  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  etd 
State  shall,  by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  audi 
ber  of  districts,  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Seni 
tors  and  Representatives  to  which  such  State  may  o 
entitled  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Sutes;  whic 
districts  shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  territory,  an 
contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  ( 
persons  entitled  by  the  Constitution  to  be  representee 
The  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  the  roost  numeroi 
brtncb  of  the  State  Legislature,  in  each  of  these  dii 
tricts,  shall  choose  one  Elector. 

**  The  Electors,  when  convened  on  the  day  and  i 
the  place  prescribed  by  law  for  the  purpose  of  ▼otin 
for  President  and  Vice  President,  ahall  have  powe 
in  rase  any  of  them  shall  fail  to  attend  before  noon 
such  day,  to  choose  an  Elector  or  Electors  in  place  * 
him  or  them  so  failing  to  attend. 

*<  The  diviaion  of  States  into  districU,  as  hcrel 
provided  for,  shall  take  place  immediately  after  th 
amendment  shall  have  been  adopted,  and  immediate 
after  every  future  census,  and  apportionment  of  R«] 
resentatives  under  the  same.  And  such  districts  ahi 
not  be  altered,  until  another  census  shall  have  bee 
taken,  and  an  apportionment  of  Representatives  uod* 
it,  shall  have  been  made. 

**  V^hen  the  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  Prei 
dent  and  Vice  President,  and  the  number  of  votes  f 
each,  shall  have  been  signed,  certified,  and  traniinii 
ted,  sealed,  to  the  Seat  of  Government,  as  required  h 
the  Constitution,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Hepr 
«entatives  shall  form  a  joint  meeting,  in  which  tl 
President  of  the  Senate  shall  preside,  who  shall  op( 
all  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counte 
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The  peiMB  hvnng  the  grMtM t  nnmber  of  Totef  for 
PfMident  fhaU  bo  Pretidont,  if  iQCh  nombor  bo  a 
Bijorit;  of  the  wholo  number  of  Elocton  appointod  ; 
lod  if  DO  penon  have  sach  majority,  then,  from  the 
hifbcst  sDoben,  not  ozceeding  three,  on  the  lift  of 
those  Tottd  for  at  Preaident,  the  joint  meeting  shall 
immediitclj,  bj  ballot,  cbooae  the  President  A  ma- 
joritj  of  the  toIss  of  all  the  members  present  shall 
be  neconry  to  a  choice  on  the  first  ballot,  after  which 
a  pioralitT  of  votes  only  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 
The  penon  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  as 
?iee  Prtstdent,  shall  be  the  Vice  President,  if  such 
BQmber  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  namber  of  Elect^ 
on  ippointcd.  If  no  person  have  that  majority,  then 
U  ihall  be  chosen  by  the  Senate,  aa  directed  by  the 
Conititatiofl. 

**Rmked,  That  no  person,  having  boon  twice 
fleeted  to  the  ofBce  of  Preaident  of  the  United  States, 
(ball  ipin  be  eligible  to  that  office." 

Mr.  BEMToir  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  up 
tile  preceding  resolations,  for  consideration,  a 
veek  from  the  next  Monday. 


FaiDAY,  January  9. 

Mr.  LuiMAN  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Peters,  stating,  he  has  become  the  purchaser  of 
die  title  of  the  late  Jonathan  Carver  to  a  tract 
of  land  at  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  granted  to 
Kim  by  two  Sachems  of  the  Sioux  tribes,  in  the 
year  1767-  and  praying  authority  to  take  posses- 
siuo  of  the  same.  The  petition  was  read,  and 
reierred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.D'WoLP  presented  the  petition  of  David 
Melnlle,of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  staling  that, 
m  pursoaoce  of  an  advertisement  of  the  Fifth 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  he  offered  proposals  for 
sQpplyiiig  the  lighthouse  establishment  of  the 
Uuted  States  with  oil,  and  keeping  the  lamps 
aod  apptratos  in  repair,  which  proposals  were 
Qore  faforable  to  the  Gh>vernment  than  those  ac- 
^pted,  and  praying  such  relief  as  mav  appear 
just  asd  )>roper.  The  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ared to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
Qiactares. 

Mr.  KsLLT  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Edm|toD^of  Alabama,  praying  an  act  may  pass 
to  aaihonze  his  children  to  enter  at  the  proper 
laod  office  a  section  of  land,  at  the  minimum 
price,  for  reaioDs  set  forth  in  the  petition ;  which 
vas  read,  aad  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
uc  Laods. 

Mr.  JoBRsoH,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commit- 
''^  appoiaied  on  the  subject,  on  the  10th  ultimo, 
i^rted  a  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt; 
vaich  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 


OJim, aad otbers,  of  Massachosettss, stating  that, 


Mttj^  presented  the  petition  of  Ebenezer 


coDformaUy  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  "  provid- 
^gior  the  iodemnification  of  certain  claimants 
''t  public  lands,"  they  released  to  the  United 
^^iQ  their  claims  to  certain  lands ;  but  that  the 
f'JotaiMiODcrs  appointed  to  investigate  their  title, 
^'»og  erroaeous  information  of  the  laws  of  Gkor- 
?^,  did  not  award  to  them  the  indemnity  provid- 
ed 10  the  act ;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  the  in- 


demnity, or  to  be  reinstated  in  their  title  to  the 
lands  released.  The  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D'Wolf,  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  petition  of  Samuel  Slater  and  others, 
manufacturers  of  cotton,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  heretofore  presented,  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  16th  instant, 
the  petition  of  Joseph  Wood,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Wood,  of  Ohio  j  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading^. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  2dth 
ultimo,  the  petition  6f  John  Hall,  made  a  report, 
together  with  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  or  the 
petitioner  ousht  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  C.  Boyd,  re> 
ported  by  the  Committee  on  Claims,  was  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of 
Brintnel  Robbins,  and  for  the  relief  of  William 
Kendall,  were  severally  taken  up  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  reported  without  amendment,  and 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  tne^  several  resolutions,  pro- 
posing amendments  to  'the  Constitution  of  the 
Unit^  States,  was  recommitted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  George  de  Passu, 
was  taken  up  for  consideration.  Mr.  Barton 
stated  that  the  report  was  founded  on  the  total 
want  of  evidence  of  the  petitioner's  title  to  the 
tract  of  land  which  he  claims.  The  report  was 
agreed  to. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  En- 
WARDS,  of  Connecticut,  instructing  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  publishing,  with  the  index 
to  the  Laws,  a  statement  of  the  acts,  parts  of  acts, 
and  joint  resolutions,  of  a  public  nature,  which 
are  limited  in  their  duration,  specifying  the  time 
or  contingency  by  which  their  duration  is  limited ; 
was  again  read,  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolutions  reported  yesterday  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  of  revision,  to  report  such 
laws  as  expire  previous  to  the  first  of  January, 
in  each  year,  was  again  read,  and  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Hook,  junior, 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  was 
talten  up,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The 
biU  provides  for  the  payment  of  $1,165  to  Josiah 
Hook,  junior,  collector  of  the  port  of  Penobscot, 
in  Maine,  as  indemnification  for  a  judgment  ob- 
tained ag^ainst  him,  for  the  seizure  of  some  cattle, 
within  his  district,  during  the  late  war,  which  he 
had  reason  to  suppose  were  intended  to  be  smug- 
gled for  the  use  of  the  enemy.  Some  observa- 
tions upon  the  ground  and  merits  of  this  claim 
were  made  by  Messrs.  HouiBS,  of  Maine,  Eaton 
Van  Bobbn,  and  Mills.    The  bill  was  then  ze- 
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ported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  Representatives,  for 
the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbit,  of  Bristol,  Rhode  Isl- 
and, was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  RuGGLES  explained  the  grounds  of  the  bill. 
It  provides  that  the  interest  of  the  duties  upon  a 
large  quantity  of  sugar  destroyed  by  the  great  storm 
in  September,  1805,  shall  be  remitted.  The  pay- 
ment of  the  duties  having  been  delayed,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  loss  sustamed  by  the  owners,  the 
bill  proposes  to  release  them  from  the  interest  on 
the  same.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Benate, 
without  amendment,  and  pas&ted  to  a  third  read- 
ioff. 

Mr.  Haynb  gave  notice  that,  on  Wednesday 
next,  he  should  call  up  the  resolutions  proposing 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice  rresident ;  in  order  that  members  who  wish 
to  propose  amendments  to  the  resolutions  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an 
act,  entitled  '^An  act  fixing  the  compensation  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  their  offices,  and  of  the  Librarian," 
passed  18th  April,  1818 ;  and  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Sbtmour  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration ;  which  was  read  : 

Ruolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Beaate  be  au- 
thorized to  employ  in  his  office  an  additional  engroaa- 
ing  clerk,  daring  the  continuance  of  the  slekneaa  of 
Samuel  Tamer,  junior;  and  that  the  person  so  em- 
ployed shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  Senate,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  day. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
DiCKCRsoN,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  as  it  respects  the 
choice  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  election  of  a  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendment ;  which  was  rrad,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BfiNTON,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  respects 
the  election  of  the  President  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  l-ead,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  bj^  Mr.  Benton,  the  Committee  to 
whom  were  referred,  on  the  16th  December,  the 
several  resolutions  proposing  amendments  to  the 
Constitution,  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolutions  which  have  not 
been  reported  on. 

NAVY  PENSION  FUND. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  to  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  further  extending  the  term  of 
half  pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  children  of 
officers,  seemeo,  and  marines,  who  died  in  the 


public  service,  was  taken  up  in  Committee  oft 
Whole. 

Mr.  Lloto,  of  Massachusetts  said,  that  t 
object  proposed  by  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  tl 
House  of  Representatives,  was  to  extend  the  tii 
of  certain  pensions  which  had  been  already  grant 
on  the  Navy  Pension  Fund ;  and  that  the  amen 
ment,  reported  by  the  committee,  was  inteoded 
repeal  another  law,  now  in  existence,  in  relati( 
to  the  same  fund;  that,  in  order  to  cuable  t] 
Senate  to  judge  correctly  whether  it  were  prop 
to  concur  in  the  bill  oo  the  table,  or  to  amei 
it  as  proposed  by  the  Comauttee,it  might  be  usef 
that  he  should  briefly  advert  to  the  origin  of  ti 
fund,  its  present  state  and  situation,  and  thefutai 
prospects  which  were  sup^sed  to  attend  it.  Tl 
Navy  Pension  Fund  had  its  date  in  1800.  Prii 
to  that  time,  durine  the  Revolutionary  war,  ai 
the  early  periods  ofthe  Federal  Government,  pei 
sions  had  been  occasionally  granted  to  distij 

fuished  and  meritorious  Army  and  Navy  officei 
ut  no  distinct  fund  had  existed  for  the  pa] 
ment  of  those  pensions,  prior  to  the  year  180* 
At  that  time,  Congress  passed  a  law  in  which  tl 
prize  money  that  had  accrued  during  the  qtut 
war  with  France,  in  1798,  and  all  money  tbi 
should  thereafter  accrue  to  the  United  States  froi 
the  sale  of  prizes,  should,  forever,  be  appropriate 
as  a  pension  fund,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  fc 
those  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  had  bee 
disabled  in  the  line  or  their  duty,  and  become  e^ 
titled  thereto;  and  the  faith  of  the  United  Stati 
was  expressly  pledged,  if  the  fund  should  be  foan 
insufficient  for  this  purpose,  to  make  good  di 
deficiencv  from  its  other  sources  of  revenue ;  bu 
in  case  tnere  should  be  a  surplus  income  from  tlj 
fund,  beyond  the  charges  on  it,  that  then  sue 
surplus  should  be  applied  to  making  further  prt 
vision  for  the  disabled  officers,  seamen,  and  nu 
rines,  and  for  such  as,  by  a  course  of  long  coo 
tinued  and  faithful  services,  might  merit  tb 
gratitude  of  their  country. 

This  was  the  origin  of  the  pension  fund,  ii 
1800,  but  the  law  of  that  year  no  further  z^M 
to  the  cases  now  under  consideration,  than  thi 
it  shows  the  commencement  and  object  of  thi 
fond ;  that  it  was  to  be  perpetual ;  that  the  fait) 
of  the  Government  was  pledeed  to  sanplf  ao| 
deficiency ;  and  that  part  of  the  originaJ  appro 
priation  constituted  a  part  of  the  existing  fnnd  a 
the  present  time,  and  carried  along  with  it  all  tbi 
provisions  of  the  original  law. 

Thus  the  fund  rested  until  after  the  commence 
ment  of  the  late  war  between  the  United  State 
and  Great  Britain,  when,  in  January  1813,  an  ac 
was  passed,  providing  that,  if  any  officer  o^  tni 
Navy  or  marines  should  be  killed,  or  die  by  ret 
son  of  a  wound  received  in  the  line  of  his  dutj 
the  widow  or  child  of  such  officer  should  be  enti 
tied  to  receive  a  pension  for  five  years,  equal  t< 
the  half  monthly  pay  of  such  deceased  omtet 
The  next  year,  1814,  the  same  provision  was  e» 
tended  to  seamen  and  marines :  the  pensions  up 
der  both  of  these  acts  expired  m  course  j  and,  it 
1818  and  1819,  other  acts  were  passed,  P^'JC" 
those  who  enjoyed  them  an  extended  term  of  fir< 
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faamakiog  the  pension  for  ten  years  instead 
of  fire;  they  have  now  again  expired,  or  are 
about  expiriog,  and  the  purpose  ot  the  present 
bill  is  to  {[ire  them  an  extended  operation  of  five 
years  niore,  makiog  the  term  of  nfteen  years  in- 
stead of  tea,  as  last  poTided. 

lo  detenniaing  this  question,  the  only  interest- 
ing point  with  regard  to  it  was,  whether  the  in- 
coQfof  the  fund  was  sufficient  for  this  charge 
spoil  it ;  for  if  it  were  not,  as  the  faith  of  the 
Gorerame&t  was  pledged  to  make  up  any  defi- 
cie&cT,  an  tnconTenient  claim  might  be  made 
ttpon  its  other  resources.    It  had  been  endeavored, 
tkrefore,  to  ascertain  this  with  precision,  and 
Mr.  L.  beliered  he  could  very  nearly,  if  not  ez- 
aetlr,  siiow  the  situation  of  the  fund,  even  so  late 
is  tlx  irsi  of  the  present  month. 
Tiifre  were  then,  as  he  understood,  on 
the  NaTjr  pension  list,  three  hundred 
aod  sizty-nre  male  pensioners,  receiv- 

iD| ^27,282 

Sixty-nine  widows  and  orphans,  of 
whom  there  were,  as  he  believed,  only 
three  children,  receiving    .        -        -     10,130 

937,412 


To  which  might  be  added,  the  salary  of  the 
secretary  of  the  fund,  and  some  contingent  ex- 
penses, probably  making  the  aggregate  disburse- 
meot  for  the  past  year,  amount  to  ^^000. 

Apmt  thb  was  to  be  placed  the  income  of 
tile  ^md,  which  consisted  ot  $781,411,  invested  in 
the  most  secure  fund  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  the 
iosded  debt  of  the  United  States— 'Which  gave  an 
iBterest  this  year  of  $45,934. 

Nioetj-iuQe  thousand  five  hundred  and  two  dol- 
lin,  most  Dafortunately  invested  in  the  stock  of 
<tt«  of  the  local  banks,  which,  for  the  last  six 
BK)Qths,  gare  no  dividend,  and  probably  would 
oot.  for  a  considerable  time  to  come ;  and.  on 
vbich  ioTestment,  if  the  stock  were  now  sold,  a 
ioss  would  be  sustained  by  the  fund,  of  $70,000. 
Aad  829,000  of  other  bank  stock,  of  better  credit, 
is  the  District,  which  he  would  estimate  as  yield- 
ing, aBooaliy,  a  full  rate  interest  of  six  per  cent. 
peraQBun;  thus  giving,  as  the  gross  product  of 
ffie  faad,  about  ^,000--4ind  leaving  a  balance 
in  firof  ther«»f,  of  $10,000. 

This^  Mr.  L  said,  was  a  cheering  view  of  the 
sobjeet,  the  unfortunate  investment  notwithatand- 
^ti  >o(')  recollecting  that  the  fund  has  been  crea- 
^  by  the  gallant  enterprise  of  those  whose  de- 
veodaois  enjoyed  it,  that  it  was  abundant  for  the 
V^^t  and  the  pensioners  to  whom  it  was  to  be 
9^^  bad  been  selected  heretofore  as  being  worthy 
^^tronage,  and  entitled  to  the  mtitude  of 
"^ojontry,  as  the  representatives  of  those  who 
Md  DoUy  offered  up  their  lives  on  the  altar  of 
painoiism,  and  had  splendidly  illustrated  the  na- 
^  character  of  their  country,  in  every  quarter  of 
^giobe,  there  could  be  no  hesitancy  in  giving 
«*  extended  term  proposed,  and  in  concurring 
^tk  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
*  t?l"  *^®  Committee  unanimously  recommended. 

The  section  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  bill. 


and  which  provided  for  a  repeal  of  part  of  the 
present  system,  remained  to  be  considered.    The 
law  referred  to,  was  that  of  1817,  to  ameikl  and 
explain  an  act  for  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans 
and  widows  of  persons  slain  in  the  public  and 
private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States;  which, 
probably,  originated  under  the  influence  of  one  ox 
those  impulses  of  humanity,  which  do  so  much 
honor  to  nations  as  well  as  individuals,  but  which 
was  so  broad  and  naked  in  its  provisions,  that, 
when  understood — and  a  knowledge  of  it  was 
now,  he  believed,  fast  extending — as  to  absorb,  if 
acted  on  according  to  its  letter,  not  only  any  sur- 
plus which  the  fund  might  give,  but  also  to  make 
a  heavy  tax  on  the  public  Treasury.    The  act 
povides  that,  if  any  officer,  seaman,  or  marine, 
oelonffing  to  the  'Navy  of  the  United  States,  shall 
die,  (the  expression  gives  a  prospective  operation, 
and  the  law  is  unlimited  as  to  duration,)  or  shall 
have  died,  since  1812,  in  consequence  of  disease 
contracted,  or  of  casualties,  or  of  injuries,  received 
while  in  the  line  of  his  duty — his  widow  or  child 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  half  monthly  pension  for  five 
years;  and  under  the  wording  of  this  act,  it  is 
contended  that,  admitting  men  are  received  into 
service  in  good  health,  scarcely  a  death  can  occar, 
but  what  may  be  traced  or  attributed  to  some  dis- 
ease, casualty,  or  injury,  received  in  the  course  of 
his  duty ;  and  the  marine,  perhaps  a  loose  or  itin- 
erant member  of  society,  who  enlisted  yesterday, 
if  killed  last  night,  while  on  duty  as  a  sentinel 
round  the  Capitol,  by  the  fall  of  a  tile  from  its 
Toof,  or  who,  from  patroling  its  damp  arcadts, 
caught  a  catarrhal  affection,  producing  consump> 
tion  and  terminating  in  deatn — the  seamen  who 
died  in  the  Congress  frigate  off  Manilla,  or  at  the 
Havana,  those  who  were  sufferers  under  Captain 
Spence  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  victims  to 
the  epidemic  at  Thompson's  Island  the  last  Sum- 
mer, are  all  of  them  entitled  to  give  to  aheir 
widows,  OT  children,  if  they  have  them,  a  right  to 
the  claim  of  a  pension  or  half  monthly  allowance 
of  five  vears,  under  the  present  act.    This,  he 
would  ODserve,  is  not  an  iale  apprehension ;  cases 
have  ooeorred  under  it,  and  are  increasing,  while 
the  commissioners,  unwilling  to  admit  a  construc- 
tion which  they  do  not  believe  was  ever  contem- 
plated, are  still  precluded  by  the  letter  of  the  law, 
irom  decisively  rejecting  the  claims  which  have 
already  arisen,  and  which  cannot  but  rapidly 
multiply. 

It  never  was,  nor  could  hare  been^  in  the  con- 
templation of  the  Gk>vernment  to  give  to  every 
comoKm  seaman  or  marine,  who,  in  time  of  peace, 
might  die  by  disease  contracted,  or  casualty  oc- 
curring in  the  course  of  his  duty,  a  ri^ht,  aAer  a 
day  or  month's  service,  to  place  his  widow  or  his 
child  on  the  pension  list  for  ^ye  years;  it  was  a 
perversion  of  the  pension. act,  although  the  literal 
construction  was  a  correct  one,  as  he  understood, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  as  well  as 
others;  and  to  prevent  the  extension  of  this  evil, 
after  most  scrupulously  guarding  the  risbts  of  all 
those  who  had  received  pensions,  and  of  all  those 
also  who  might,  bv  possibility,  be  entitled  to  them 
up  to  the  date  of  the  repeal  of  the  act,  the  amend- 
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ment  now  offered  was  recommended,  and  in  this 
recommendation  the  committee  were  also  aoani- 
mons.  The  effect  of  it,  if  adopted,  would  be,  to 
restore  the  pension  fund  to  its  original  and  legiti- 
mate OSes;  one  of  which,  and  perhaps  the  most 
important,  was  to  excite  to  deeds  of  noble  daring, 
and  chivairoos  achierement,  the  officers  and  sea- 
men of  oar  coontij,  by  the  assurance  which  was 
ffiren  them  that,  it  superannuated  after  lone  and 
nithful  senrices,  or  if  disabled,  they  would  re- 
ceive succor  from  their  Goyernment;  or  if  slain, 
or  dyinff  from  honorable  wounds,  that  their  wid- 
ows smd  orphans  should  receive  support,  at  least 
for  a  term  of  five  years,  from  the  proceeds  of  a 
fund,  which  ought  sacredly  to  be  preserved  for 
these  most  useful  purposes;  leaving  new  or  indi- 
vidual cases  which  may  occur  hereafter,  to  be 
provided  for  according  to  their  merits. 

These,  Mr.  Lloyd  said,  were  the  views  which 
influenced  the  Committee,  and  which  he  had 
thought  it  respectful  to  the  Senate  to  commu- 
nicate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentnckir,  who 
also  offered  some  remarks  on  the  subject,  tne  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  to 
Monday  next. 


Monday,  January  12. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmittingja  report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  tne  Sinking  Fund,  in 
obedience  to  the  act  for  the  better  government  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  letter 
and  report  were  read. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  communicatinff  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
29th  December,  all  the  information  in  his  posses- 
sioBi  as  to  the  condition  of  the  National  road, 
commencing  in  Madison viile,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  terminating  in  Florence,  on  the 
Tennessee  river,  and  as  to  the  expediencv  of  trans- 
porting the  mails  to  and  from  New  Orleans  on 
the  said  route ;  and  the  report  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  pray- 
ing the  passage  of  an  act  establishing  an  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Uommittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  memorial  of  Thos. 
Maybury,  and  others,  of  Botetourt  county,  in  Vir- 
ginia, praying  an  additional  duty  on  foreign  iron 
imported,  and  on  certain  manufactures  thereof. 

Mr.  Fin  DLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Robert 
Jenkins,  and  others,  praying  an  additional  duty 
on  foreign  iron  imported,  and  on  certain  manu- 
factures thereof. 

Mr.  DiCKERsoN  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Moore,  and  others ;  the  memorial  of  Charles  Bo- 
ker,  and  others;  and  the  memorial  of  Abram 
Sharpies,  and  others ;  severally  praying  an  addi- 
tional duty  on  foreign  iron  imported,  and  on  cer- 
tain manufactures  thereof. 


The  five  last  mentioned  memorials  were  read, 
and  severally  referred  to  the  Committee  od  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Basbour  presented  the  petition  of  persoos 
claiming  indenmtfication  for  property  captured  bf 
the  French,  previous  to  the  year  180C(— their  claim 
having  been  abandoned  by  this  Government  in 
the  convention  with  France. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  a  petition  of  a  similar  na- 
ture, and  moved  their  reference  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate.  This  motion  gave  rise  to 
some  debate,  as  to  the  propriety  of  raising  a  select 
committee,  or  referring  them  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  (ue  latter  course  bdog  so^- 
ffcsted  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,)  in  which 
Messrs.  Smith,  Barbour,  King  of  New  York, 
Lanman,  Lowrib  of  Maryland,  and  Llotd  of 
Massachusetts,  engaged.  The  great  amount  of 
these  claims,  and  the  general  importance  of  tbe 
subiect,  was  urged  as  a  reason  for  raising  a  sp^ 
cial  committee.  The  motion,  however,  was  lost ; 
and  the  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the 
memorial  of  Paul  CSardener  and  Sons,  and  others; 
the  memorial  of  William  Fearce,  and  others,  mer- 
chants, of  Gloucester,  Massachusetts ;  the  memo- 
rial of  Joseph  Peabody,  and  others,  merchants  of 
Salem;  and  the  memorial  of  P.  C.  Brooks,  and 
others,  merchants  and  underwriters  of  Boston, 
severally  praying  indemnification  for  depredations 
committed  by  the  public  and  private  armed  ves- 
sels of  France,  from  the  year  1793  to  1800 ;  and 
the  memorials  were  read,  and  respectively  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  James  Miller,  and  Robert  MUler,  of  Bel- 
fast, Maine ;  the  memorial  of  James  Perkins  and 
Sons,  of  Kennebunk;  the  memorial  of  Josepb 
Emerson,  and  others,  of  Scarborough ;  the  me- 
morial of  Woodbury  Storer,  and  others;  the  m^ 
morial  of  Otis  Little,  and  others,  of  Castine;  and 
the  memorial  of  John  Crosby,  severally  przyini 
indemnification  for  the  seizure  and  condemnation 
of  their  property,  from  the  year  1793  to  1800,  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  Government  of  F^°^ 
The  memorials  were  read,  and  severally  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  memorial  of  Justice 
Riley,  of  Wethersfield,  Connecticut;  the  memo- 
rial of  John  Caldwell,  and  others,  merchants  ana 
underwriters,  of  Hartford ;  and  the  n»^""°?ij' ^ 
Jabez  Huntington,  and  others,  merchants,  ol  i>ioj- 
wich;  severally  praying  indemnification  l^J. 
seizure  and  condemnation  of  their  proper tyi  y 
the  year  1793  to  1800,  under  the  authority  oMd^ 
French  Government.    The  memorials  were  rea  , 


and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 


Rela- 


tions. .1  of 

Mr.  Van  Bdren  presented  the  memorial  ^ 
Frederick  De  Peyster  and  Company,  and  oiner^ 
merchants  and  underwriters,  of  the  city  o  ^ 
York,  praying  indemnification  for  ^°®  ^yjo 
seizure  and  condemnation  of  their  property? 
the  year  1793  to  1800,  under  the  a«^**?"  viead, 
French  Government.    The  memorial  was 
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lod  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 

tlODS. 

Mr.  Kkigbt  presented  the  memorial  of  Rich- 
aid  Jacksoo,  and  others,  merchants  and  under- 
writers, of  Proridence,  Rhode  Island,  praying  an 
iodemnity  for  depredations  committed  under  the 
authontjrofthe  Uo?ernment  of  France,  from  the 
year  17^  to  1800.  The  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  presented  the 
memorial  of  James  Goodrich,  and  others,  praying 
iademnification  for  the  illegal  seizure  and  con- 
demBation  of  their  property,  from  the  year  1793 
to  ISOO,  under  the  authority  of  the  Go?ernment 
of  France.  The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Hatne  presented  the  petition  of  Banister 
Jones,  praying  to  be  released  from  his  responsi- 
bility, as  saretT,  under  a  contract  first  entered  into 
by  Elias  Earle,  and  afterwards  transferred  to 
Adiffl  Carrutb,  for  supplying  the  United  States 
with  a  quantity  of  small  arms.  The  petition  was 
rtad.  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petition 
of  Obadiab  Jones,  recei?er  of  public  moneys  at 
Hontsville,  Alabama,  pray  ins  to  be  exonerated 
from thepayment  of  a  sum  of  money,  belongioff 
to  the  United  States,  of  which  he  was  robbed. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Bajiton  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
F.  Riddick,  stating  that  he  has  been  deprived  of 
the  poK«ession  of  a  tract  of  land  in  Missouri,  of 
which  he  is  proprietor,  by  reason  of  certain  trea- 
ties with  Indians,  fixing  their  boundaries :  and 
piayiflg  permission  to  convey  to  the  United  States 
hi<  right  and  title  to  the  same,  and  in  considera- 
t|u3  thereof  to  be  allowed  to  locate  a  like  quan- 
tity on  any  public  lands  in  the  said  State.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
OQ  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance^  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  fifth  instant,  the  bill, 
e&titled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  distillers 
within  the  county  of  Berks,  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylTanii,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  LisjiAM,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
(he  Postmaster  General  to  discontinue  the  trans- 
pc>rtation  of  the  mail  in  certain  cases ;  which  was 
^d,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
AiiiR,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  19ih  De- 
'^mher,  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Williamson, 

^  others,  made  a  report^  together  with  a  bill, 
^pbnatory  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  officers,  volunteers,  and  other  persons, 
^spsred  in  the  late  campaign  against  the  Semi- 
flole  Indians,"  passed  the  4th  of  May,  1822 ;  and 
'^e  report  and  bill  were  read ;  and,  on  motion,  the 
^•uvas  read  the  second  time,-  by  unanimous  con- 
*«fiiand  the  report  ordered  to  oe  printed  for  the 
Q^  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
f sported  a  bill  making  a  partial  appropriation  for 


the  support  of  Qovernment,  during  the  year  1824  \ 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  23d  Decem- 
ber, the  petition  of  Taylor  Berry,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Firman 
Le  Sieur;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading^. 

Mr.  King,  ot  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred 
on  the  30th  December,  reported  a  bill,  granting  to 
the  State  of  Alabama  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
certain  quarter  sections  of  land  ;  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  C.  Boyd  was 
read  a  third  time,  the  title  amended,  and  the  bill 
passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Hook,  jr.,  was 
read  a  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  fcfr  the  relief  of  Jacob 
Babbit"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Brint- 
nel  Robbins"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Kendall"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rdqqles,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  unfavorable  to  the  j^etition  of  Charles  B. 
Davis.  This  petitioner  claims  remuneration  for 
the  loss  of  furniture  destroyed  by  the  enemy  at 
Washington.  He  states  that  he  was  a  messenger 
in  the  service  of  the  Treasury  Department;  that  a 
cart  and  wagon  had  been  preparea  for  the  removal 
of  his  furniture,  but  that  tney  were  impressed  into 
the  public  service,  and  his  property  thereby  de- 
stroyed. Messrs.  Eaton,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
and  Lanman,  opposed  the  report,  and  Messrs. 
RuGGLES  and  Chanoler,  supported  it.  A  motion, 
by  Mr.  Eaton,  to  reverse  the  report,  was  lost,  and 
the  report  was  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  John  Hall,  was  taken  up 
for  consideration.  Mr.  Van  Bdren  stated  that 
the  petitioner  was  a  paymaster  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States ;  that  he  had  become  a  defaulter 
to  a  considerable  amount,  and  was  now  imprison- 
ed in  the  State  of  Missouri ;  that  the  committee 
could  see  no  particular  reasons  for  extending  re- 
lief in  this  case;  and,  as  the  subject  was  now 
within  the  power  of  the  Executive,  were  of  opin- 
ion that  it  was  unnecessary  for  Congress  to  act 
upon  this  subject.   The  report  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wood,  of  Ohio, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  proposing  an  amendinent  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States^  as  it  respects 
the  election  of  President  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  to  employ  an  additional  clerk,  during  the 
indisposition  of  Samuel  Turner,  jun.,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  House 
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of  Representatives,  further  extending  the  term  of 
luilf-pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  children  of 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  died  in  the  pub- 
lic service,  with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto 
by  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  Senate.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to,  the  bill  reported  to 
the  Senate,  and  passed,  as  amended,  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto; 
and  it  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 

The  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  to  re- 
vive and  continue  in  force  an  act  providing  com- 
pensation for  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  taken  up  for  consideration.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  bill  was  amended,  by 
the  substitution  of  a  new  one  for  it;  and,  subse- 
quently, it  was  referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lan- 
kan, to  the  Committee  on  the  Contingent  Ex- 
penses of  the  Senate. 


Tuesday,  January  13. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  in  pursuance  of  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  17th  January,  1821, 
in  relation  to  a  military  road  from  Fort  St.  Philip 
to  the  English  Turn.  The  report  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs. 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  merchants  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire, 
prayinff  indemnity  for  depredations  committed  by 
the  public  and  private  armed  vessels  of  France, 
from  the  year  1793  to  1800;  which  was  read,  ana 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreijg^n  Relations. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  merchants  and  underwriters  of  the  city  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  praying  indemnity 
for  depredations  on  their  property,  by  the  public 
and  private  armed  vessels  of  France,  during  the 
years  1793  and  1800.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  Find  LAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Sam- 
uel Potts,  of  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
an  additional  duty  on  foreign  iron  imported,  and 
on  certain  manufactures  thereof.  The  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  5th  instant,  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Chitwood," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  2d  instant, 
the  petition  of  Alexander  A.  White,  made  a  re- 
port, together  with  a  resolution  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
further  extending  the  term  of  half-pay  pensions  to 


the  widows  and  children  of  officers,  seamen,  aq 
marines,  who  died  in  the  public  service,"  havid 
been  reported  by  the  committee,  correctly  engro^ 
ed,  the  oill  was  read  a  third  time,  as  amended,  ad 
passed. 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  Committ^ 
on  the  Judiciary,  who  were  instructed  by  a  res< 
lution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  9th  instant,  to  ioqui^ 
into  the  expediency  of  certain  additions  to  t^ 
index  to  the  laws,  were  discharged  from  the  foj 
ther  consideration  thereof. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represeod 
tive  of  Firman  Le  Sieur  was  read  the  secod 
time. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Alabama  tli 
right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quarter  sectioiis  c 
land  was  read  tne  second  time. 

The  bill  t,o  authorize  the  Postmaster  General  i 
discontinue  the  transportation  of  the  mail  in  cei 
tain  cases  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tli 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Gilberi 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  pos 
poned  to  Monday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  ( 
certain  distillers  in  the  county  of  Berks,  in  t 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  was  taken  up,  as  in  Co 
mittee  of  the  Whole.    This  bill  provides  remuo 
ation  for  an  excess  of  excise  duties  on  their  stil| 
paid  to  the  United  States  by  the  persons  in  whoj 
favor  it  is  draughted,  in  consequence  of  a  misco^ 
struction  of  the  law,  on  the  part  of  the  sujperYl 
sor.    Mr.  Smith  stated  the  object  of  the  bill.  I 
was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  without  ameoi 
ment,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  n 
ported  by  a  select  committee  of  the  Senate,  wi 
taken  up,  in  course,  and  having  received  an  ameoj 
ment,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Johnson,  of  M 
tucky,  postponed  to  Monday  of  the  week  aftt 
next.  . 

The  bill  making  partial  appropriations  for  lij 
support  of  Grovernment,  during  the  year  1824,  w^ 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  and  by  general  coDseE| 
taken  up  for  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  tfl 
Whole.  The  bill  makes  appropriation  for  the  pa| 
ment  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  m  U 
cress,  and  for  the  officers,  clerks,  and  serrants  j 
poth  Houses.  It  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  an 
passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  reported  in  the  Senate,  by  the  Co 
mittee  on  Public  Lands,  for  the  relief  of  Jos«l 
Wood,  of  Ohio,  was  taken  up  as  in  Commi« 
of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Barton  stated  thai  tbe^ 
merely  provided  payment  for  the  services  ol  w 
Wood,  as  receiver  of  public  moneys,  for  a  sii 
time,  during  a  vacancy  of  that  office.  ,  j 

Mr.  LowRiE  opposed  the  bill,  on  the  g^^^V^ 
an  unwillingness  to  give  an  officer  double  pay  " 
services  not  great,  and,  in  this  case,  very  lii"^ 
ditional  trouble,  &c.  .       ; 

Mr.  RuooLES  explained,  and  spoke  in  faror 
the  bill,  and  it  was  then  reported  to  the  benai 
without  amendment,  and  passed  to  be  engross 
and  read  a  third  time.  ^^ 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  ^ 
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minee  oa  Naral  Affiiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
resolation  (ictroduced  some  time  ago  bj  Mr.  Par- 
iott)  to  ioqaire  into  the  expediency  of  iacreasing 
the  numba  of  sloops  of  war,  made  a  report  there- 
on, accompanied  bf  the  following  bill : 

Be  a  maded,  4«.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Ststcf  kt,  ud  he  n  hereby,  aathoriaed  to  cause  to  be 
bnih^ioadditba  to  the  present  naval  force  ef  the  Uni- 
ted Sutct,  t  nambcr  of  sloops  of  war,  of  the  first  clasi, 
not  exetcdinf  ten,  to  cany  not  less  than  twenty  guns 
mch,  of  foch  description  and  weight  of  metal  as  the 
President  aity  direct,  and  that  the  sum  of  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  ippnpriated  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  out  of 
isy  monejiin  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

The  bill  had  two  several  readings,  and  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  it  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Weonsbday,  January  14. 

XicBOUs  Van  Dykb,  appointed  a  Senator 
bf  the  Legislaturie  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  for 
tlie  term  of  six  yeacs,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  in  conformity  to  the 
9tb  section  of  an  act,  "  to  regulate  and  fix  the 
comDensadon  of  the  clerks  in  the  diflferent  offices,^' 
nhibiuog  the  names  of  the  clerks  employed  in  tne 
Nary  Department,  and  in  il^  office  of  Navy 
Commisaooers,  daring  the  year  1823. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  IV&ine,  presented  the  petition 
of  Xahom  Morrill,  and  others,  residing  in  the  vi- 
zmxj  of  Wells,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  the 
erection  of  a  p|er  at  the  entrance  of  that  harbor, 
for  reasons  stated  iu  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
aod  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Maao^ctores. 

Mr.  LowBie  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Cbmber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
pbia^  praying  the  construction  of  an  artificial  har- 
bor, near  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware,  for  reasons 
stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
ud  refeited  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manuftctares. 

Mr.  Cham  OLE  B  presented  the  memorial  of  Abiel 
Wood,  aad  others,  of  Wiscasset,  in  the  State  of 
Maioe,  praying  indemnification  for  the  illegal 
setzore  and  condemnation  of  their  property,  under 
^  aothority  of  the  €k>rernment  of  France,  from 
^  year  1793  to  1800.  The  memorial  was  read, 
SB<1  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 

Mr.LovaiE  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Brouke,  and  others,  of  the  city  and  county^  of  Phil- 
^?^;  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Phipps,  and 
others:  and  the  memorial  of  John  Innes,  and 
J^fR;  sererally  praying  a  revision  of  the  tarifi*, 
|w  (he  purpose  of  affording  additional  protection 
|to  the  fflaoufactures  of  the  United  States.  The 
jljeinorials  were  read,  and  severally  referred  to  the 
iCoQmittee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 
L  Mr.  DiccEBBOK  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Clarke,  and  others,  of  Bridgetown,  New  Jersey ; 
M  the  memorial  of  Lewis  Mulford,  and  others, 


of  Cumberland  county,  New  Jersey;  severally 
praying  an  additional  nuty  on  the  importation  of 
loreiffu  iron,  and  on  certam  manufactures  of  that 
article.  The  memorials  were  read,  and  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited 
for  the  settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Garrett  Fountain  ;'^  also  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  making  a  partial  appropriation  for 
the  year  1824 ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  7th  instant, 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  survey- 
ing and  making  a  road  from  Memphis,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ce- 
lestin  Moreau,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ce- 
lestin  Moreau,;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  9th 
instant,  the  petition  of  James  Edingtod,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

A  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Noble,  that  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Dean  Wey- 
mouth, referred  to  that  committee  on  the  30th  of 
December.  Whereupon,  the  motion  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Parrott  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration ;  which  was  read  : 

lUsohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continu- 
ing the  pensions  heretofore  granted  by  law  to  the  wid- 
ows and  orphans  of  persons  slain  in  the  private-armed 
vessels  of  the  Unttea  States,  or  who  may  have  died  in 
consequence  of  any  accident  or  casualty  which  occur- 
red on  board  such  vessels  during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Hatne,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the 
whole  subject  embraced  by  the  bill  of  Mr.  Eaton, 
yesterday  referred  to  a  standing  committee,  laid 
on  the  table  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Contingent 
Expenses  of  the  Senate  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  election,  at  stated 
periods,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  the  principal 
and  engrossing  clerks,  the  Sergeant-at-Arma,  and 
Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial  appropriation 
for  the  year  1824,"  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  having  been  amended,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  the  amend- 
ment being  concurred  in,  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
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entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Garrett  Foan- 
tain,"  was  twice  read  by  uoaoimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 


Thursday,  January  15. 

Thomas  Clayton,  appointed  a  Senator  bv  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  CfSAR 
A.  RoDNET,  produced  his  credentials,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Kellt  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying 
the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  quarter  section  of 
land  may  be  granted,  in  the  mode  suggested,  to 
each  of  the  counties  therein  mentioned,  for  the 
location  of  their  seats  of  justice.  The  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition  of  John  Rush 
and  Samuel  Conway,  of  Missouri,  praying  the 
grant  to  each  of  one  or  more  quarter  sections  of 
land,  in  consideration  of  their  services  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  The  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Fin  CLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Bowen,  and  others,  praying  an  additional 
duty  on  imported  iron,  and  on  certain  manufac- 
tures of  that  article.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
McBride  and  Stephen  Kerr,  administrators  of 
Andrew  Mitchell,  stating  that  the  said  Andrew 
Mitchell,  beins  a  captain  of  a  volunteer  rifle  com- 
pany, was  called  into  service  during  the  late  war, 
and  tnereby  prevented  from  using  a  still,  for  which 
he  had  obtained  a  license,  and  praying  that  the 
sum  paid  for  said  license  may  be  refunded.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Branch  presented  the  memorial  of  J.  G. 
Blount  and  others,  merchants  of  Washington, 
North  Carolina,  praying  indemnification  for  the 
illegal  seizure  and  condemnation  of  their  prop- 
erty, under  the  authority  of  the  Grovemment  of 
France,  from  the  year  1793  to  the  year  1800 ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Branch  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Hogg  and  others,  merchants  of  Fayetteville,  North 
Carolina,  praying  indemnification  for  the  illegal 
seizure  and  condemnation  of  their  property,  under 
the  authority  of  the  Government  of  France,  from 
the  year  1793  to  the  vear  1800.  The  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
J.  AxsoD,  of  Georgia,  prayine  compensation  for 
his  services  as  a  surgeon,  in  the  first  regiment  of 
South  Carolina,  in  which  capacity  he  continued 
to  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  without 
having  received  any  emolument  whatever.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiairs.  > 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time 


limited  for  the  settlement  of  private  land  claio 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida,"  was  twice  read,  \ 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Cornmi 
tee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  a| 
making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  year  1824 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correct! 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amenl 
ed,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  d 
tain  distillers  within  the  county  of  Berks,  io  tl 
State  of  Pennsylvania,"  was  read  a  third  tiq 
and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wod 
of  Ohio,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  a  partial  approprij 
tion  for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  y^ 
1824  was  read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie 
the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Celestin  Moreau. 
Louisiana,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  un 
vorable  to  the  petition  of  Alexander  A.  Whi 
was  taken  up ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
Louisiana,  (who  intimated  an  intention  to  oppc 
the  report,)  it  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  moti< 
of  the  14th  instant  to  inquire  into  the  expedieoi 
of  continuing  certain  pensions,  and  agreed  there 

The  Senate  proce^ed  to  consider  the  moti 
of  the  14th  instant  to  inquire  into  the  expedienl 
of  electing,  at  stated  periods,  the  Secretary  a 
other  officers  of  the  Senate ;  which  was  amei 
ed,  and  afinreed  to,  as  follows : 

Rtaohea,  That  the  Committtee  on  the  Conting 
Expenses  of  the  Senate  be  instracted  to  inquire  i^ 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  election,  at  staj 
periods,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  the  princij 
and  engrossing  clerks,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  Do 
keeper,  and  Aamstant  Doorkeeper,  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideratj 
of  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  on  the  s^ 
eral  amendments  proposed  to  the  ConstitutioD 
the  United  States. 

This  report  proposed  a  substitute  for  the  ameo 
ment  offered  by  Mr.  Dickerson. 

Mr.  Benton  now  submitted  an  amendment  p 

Eosing,  as  a  substitute,  the  proposition  offered 
im  on  the  9th  instant,  to  the  Constitution;  a 
then  moved  that  the  subject  be  postponed  to  W 
nesday  next;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  repor 
by  the  committee,  proposing  an  ameadment 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it 
spects  the  election  of  the  President  of  the  Udi 
States;  and,  on  motion,  the  further  consideratj 
thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  ordei 
the  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
Whole,  the  bill  explanatory  of  an  act,  eout 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers,  volunte 
and  other  persons,  engaged  in  the  late  camjpa 
against  the  Seminole  Indians,"  passed  the  lot^ 
day  of  May,  1822  ;  and  on  motioD,  it  was  ordfl 
to  lie  on  the  table. 
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The  Sentte  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whoie^  the  resolation  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  to  employ  an  additional  engrossing 
clerk,  darioff  the  continuance  of  the  indisposition 
of  Sunoei  Turner,  junior ;  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Contingent  Expenses  of 
the  Seoate. 

The  IhIJ  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Chitwood  was 
taken  op  in  Committee  of.  the  Whole,  and  after 
soBie  explanatory  remarks  in  its  favor  by  Mr. 
fiosLEj  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  ordered 
to  lie  CD  the  taUe. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Firman  Le  Sieur  was  taken  up,  and  after  some 
fxpUnatioD  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  by 
Mr.BARTOH,  and  some  discussion  of  the  merits 
of  the  claim,  by  Messrs.  Chandleb,  Smith,  Ben- 
roN,  LowaiB,  Kiko,  of  New  York,  Eaton,  and 
BiTNE,  the  bill  was  laid  over  to  Monday. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

lUmkeij  That  ihe  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  report 
\o  the  Sentte  what  progress  has  been  made  in  pre- 
pirmg  the  maps  directad  to  he  made  and  laid  before 
ibe  Scute,  bj  their  resolution  of  the  2eth  day  of 
Febniiry  Itet ;  and  in  case  the  maps  are  not  completed, 
vbethcT  idditional  asaistance  be  requisite  to  enable 
the  Commianoner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  com- 
(>)e\e  ^  nme. 

Mr.  KisG,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowJQff  resolation  for  consideration,  which  was 
read: 

fieKhed,  That  there  be  added  to  the  rules  of  the 
Seoate  the  fi)Ilowing: 

Tbe  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate  shall  examine 
^i  eorrcct  the  Journals,  before  they  are  read,  and 
»bi&)iaTe  the  regulation  of  such  parts  of  the  Capitol, 
ud  of  its  panages,  as  are  or  may  be  set  apart  for  the 
lae  of  the  Senate  and  its  officers. 

Oo  motion  by  Mr.  Ruggles,  David  Cooper  had 
|OTe  to  withdraw  the  documents  in  support  of 
i«^'  claim,  presented  at  the  last  session. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the 
^bt  of  preemption  to  a  quarter  section  of  land 
1^  e^ch  of  three  or  four  counties  of  that  State, 
^^  takea  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Sjug,  of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  Kelly,  ex- 
[JaiDed  seTttiUy  the  grounds  on  which  the  State 
^^ked  tha  pre-emption,  and  the  expediency  of 
?^^flg  it,  both  as  relates  to  the  interests  of  the 
Uited  States,  and  the  convenience  of  the  people 

Hbe  State;  and  Mr.  Brown  subjoined  some 
f^^rks  on  the  subject,  favorable  to  the  object  of 
'f'  bai.     The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the 

^^te.aQd  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 

R^ADFROM  MEMPHIS  TO  LITTLE  ROCK. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^^oie,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An-act  to  authorize  the 
■^neying  and  making  a  road  from  Memphis,  in 
'p  State  of  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the 
l^^mtoiy  of  Arkansas,  and  making  an  appropria- 
^^^D  of  $15,000  therefor. 

Mr.  BiowN  made  some  remarks  on  the  expedi- 
tfley  of  authorizing  this  connecting  link  between 


the  old  States  and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  the 
convenience  of  it  to  the  people,  and  its  value  to 
the  public  interests,  dbc. 

Mr.  Kelly  described  the  country  through  which 
the  road  would  probably  pass,  the  facilities  or  dif- 
ficulties which  would  be  found  in  making  it ;  its 
advantages,  &c. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  wished  the  bill  to  be 
laid  on  the  table.  There  was  not  before  the  Se- 
nate sufficient  information  at  present,  to  authorize 
its  acting  on  the  subject;  there  was  a  want  of 
particularity  as  to  the  probable  cost  of  the  road. 
Its  length,  advantages,  dbc.,  which  ought  to  be  had 
before  the  Senate  passed  this  bill.  It  was  prob- 
able, moreover,  that  the  question  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  roads  by  the  Qovernment,  would  soon 
come  before  the  Senate  in  a  more  enlarged  and 

feneral  form,  which  it  was  proper  to  consider 
rst,  and  decide,  whether  it  was  expedient  for  this 
nation  to  commence  the  system  of  internal  im- 
provement, and  the  employment  of  the  public 
treasure  in  the  construction  of  roads,  dtc.  Mr.  K. 
made  a  number  of  remarks  on  the  subject,  indis- 
tinctly heard,  but  understood  to  indicate  that  he 
was  opposed  to  the  application  of  the  resources  of 
the  Union  to  the  purpose  of  making  roads,  dbc. 
He  concluded  by  moving  that  the  bill  be  laid  on 
the  table  for  the  present;  which  motion  pre- 
vailed— ayes  22. 

TRANSPORTATION  OP  THE  MAIL. 

The  Senate  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  discontinue,  at  his  discretion,  the  transpor* 
tation  of  the  mail  on  any  post  routes  where  the 

net  proceeds  of  such  route  shall  not  exceed 

per  centum  of  the  expenses  thereon. 

Mr.  Lanman  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  one- 
third. 

Mr.  JoHNSONj  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the  bill  at 
some  length,  chiefly  on  the  ground  of  its  total  in- 
expediency, and  particularly  of  the  hardness  of  its 
operation  on  Louisiana,  and  other  parts  of  the 
iJnion  thinly  inhabited,  where  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  was  expensive,  in  consequence  of 
wide  water  courses,  ace,  ana  where  they  would 
scarcely  have  a  mail  at  all,  if  the  bill  passed.  He 
dissented,  also,  from  the  propriety  of  giving  to  the 
Postmaster  General  a  power  so  ^reat,  and  affecting 
so  seriously  the  convenience  ol  the  people  of  all 
the  new  States.  He  should  disapprove  of  the  bill 
in  any  shape,  but  especially  with  the  blank  filled 
as  proposed,  as,  with  such  a  limitation,  it  would 
deprive  Louisiana  of  many  of  her  post  routes,  al- 
though a  single  city  in  that  State  yielded  probably 
revenue  enough  from  postages  to  pay  for  trans- 
porting all  the  mails  of  the  State. 

The  bill  was  also  opposed  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of 
Maine,  and  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  on  grounds 
similar  to  those  of  Mr.  J. ;  they  thinking  that  a 
general  law  on  the  subject  would  onerate  with 
unjust  severity  on  certain  sections  of  the  country; 
and  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  bill,  Mr. 
K.  moved  its  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Barbocr  opposed  the  bill  on  principle,  it 
being,  as  he  contended,  at  war  with  the  duty  of 
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the  QoverDment  and  the  highest  interest  of  a  Re- 
public— the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  the 
people.  The  small  expense,  he  arj^ed,  ought  not 
to  be  considered  in  comparison  with  such  an  ob- 
ject ;  and  if  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  economy 
that  the  measure  was  introduced,  he  thoi^ht  the 
pepper-corn  which  would  be  saved  by  it  was  not 
worth  gaining  in  this  way — ^if  retrenchment  was 
necessary  it  should  be  resorted  to  in  the  great 
branches  of  expenditure,  the  military  and  naval 
establishments,  d^.,  not  by  curtailing  the  diffusion 
of  information  amongst  the  people  because  they 
were  remote  or  thinly  settled,  d^c. 

Mr.  Lanman  replied  and  justified  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  of  the  necessity 
which  existed  for  economising  the  revenue  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  the  expenditure  of  which 
was,  in  consequence  of  the  existence  of  so  many 
unproductive  post  routes,  greater  than  its  receipts. 
He  admitted  the  great  importance  and  vijue  of 
diffusing  information  among  all  the  citizens  of  the 
Republic,  but  this  was  a  privilege  which  might 
be  paid  for  too  dearly,  and  he  thought  the  measure 
would  be  expedient.  He  moved,  instead  of  the 
indefinite  postponement,  that  the  bill  be  laid  on 
the  table ;  which  was  carried. 


Friday,  January  16. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  presented  the 
memorial  of  a  number  of  manufacturers,  mechan- 
ics, and  friends  of  national  industry,  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  praying  the  revision  of  the  tariff 
an  additional  duty  On  woollens,  fine  cottons,  and 
iroDj  and  a  dutv  on  sales  at  auction.  The  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam J.  Youn^i  and  others,  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  praying  additional  protection  to 
the  manufactures  of  the  United  States.  The  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  presented  the  memorial  of  Jo- 
seph Jackson,  and  others,  of  Morris  county.  New 
Jersey ;  the  memorial  of  Peter  Van  Home,  and 
others ;  the  memorial  of  Lewis  Baker,  and  others ; 
the  memorial  of  Henry  Mooney,  and  others  \  the 
memorial  of  John  C.  Doughty,  and  others;  the 
memorial  of  William  Patterson,  and  others ;  the 
memorial  of  James  Cluinby,  ana  others ;  the  me- 
morial of  Thomas  Harris,  and  others :  the  me- 
inorial  of  William  Hunt,  and  others ;  the  memo- 
rial of  Ephraim  Adams,  and  others ;  the  memo- 
rial of  Henry  Harrison,  and  others;  also,  the  me- 
morial of  William  Gordon,  and  others ;  severally 
praying  additional  specific  duties  on  the  articles 
therein  enumerated,  for  the  protection  of  the  man- 
ufactures of  the  United  States.  The  memorials 
were  read,  and  severally  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Samuel  G.  Rennard,  and  others,  merchants 
of  Chestertown,  Maryland,  praying  indemnifica- 
tion for  the  illegal  seizure  and  condemnation  of 
their  property,  under  the  authority  of  the  Gov- 


ernment of  France,  from  1793  to  the  year  U 
The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  C< 
mittee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  JoBMSON,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the 
tition  of  Calvin  Smith,  praving  the  confirmat 
of  his  title  to  a  tract  of  Cand  in  the  State  of  !i 
sissippi,  containing  thirteen  hundred  and  twe 
arpens.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referm 
the  Committee  on  Putilic  Lands. 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  petition  of  Reu 
Shapley,  stating  that  the  schooner  John  and  ca 
belonging  to  the  petitioner  were  captured  by  1 
Britannic  Majesty's  ship  of  war  Talbot,  in  II 
within  the  time  limited  by  the  Treaty  of  Pes 
for  the  restoration  of  cajpiured  vessels;  that 
said  vessel  and  cargo  were  lost  on  the  Island 
Cuba,  through  the  misconduct  or  negligence 
the  captors;  and  that  he  has  been  uaaueto 
tain  indemnity  from  the  British  GroverDment ;  ( 
praying  such  relief  as  to  Congress  may  seem  m 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Cc 
mittee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  mei 
rial  of  the  Common  Council  of  Alexandria,  pr 
ing  certain  amendments  to  their  charter.  1 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Como 
tee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Pol 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  17th 
December,  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
Missouri,  reported  a  bill  for  the  final  adjustm 
of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Missouri  aod  i 
ritory  of  Arkansas,  derived  from  the  Gorerome 
of  France  and  Spain  ;  which  was  read  and  ^ 
to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  fart 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  GeD< 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  referred  to 
committee  on  the  15th  instant. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representati' 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pas 
a  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  authorizing  the  Com 
sioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  purchase  tbesd 
per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States  in  tbe  y 
1824,"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrel 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  1 
twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referrej 
the  Committee  oh  Finance. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  motic 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  tbe  Disu 
Colombia  inquire  if  any,  and  what,  amendDec 
terations,  aod  improvements,  are  neceMSiy  A| 
judicial  code  of  said  District. 

Mr.  Williams  submitted  the  following  ml 
for  consideration : 

Revived,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treas 
directed  to  prepare  for  the  Senate  a  list  of  all ' 
and  navy  agents  who  are  in  arrears  to  the 
States,  and  the  amount  of  such  arresrage  i° 
case,  and  the  sum  which  is  likely  to  be  lost  ulu' 
by  the  Government. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Alabamij 
right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quarter  secuoB 
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laad  baTiDg  been  reported  by  the  committee,  cor- 
rectly eogr^sed,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

THE  RIGHT  OF  PRE-EMPTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Colonel  Alexander  A. 
White,  who  petitioned  Congress  to  grant  him  the 
ri£ht  of  pre-emption  to  a  small  tract  of  public  land, 
which  he  had  settled,  crt  the  west  bank  of  the 
\{iss0sippi  river. 

Mr.  JoBH80N,of  Loaimna,  moved  to  reverse  the 
report,  ftDd^io  support  of  this  motion,  he  explained 
(he  nature  of  the  claim,  and  offered  his  views  at 
»me  length.  It  appear?,  from  his  statement,  and 
from  iheittpers  which  he  read,  that  the  petitioner 
was  a  distinguished  officer  of  the  late  war ;  that, 
rhen  dishuded  in  1815,  beins  unable  to  purchase 
aods,  and  not  knowing  that  the  act  of  (congress, 
mutjas  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  settlers  on 
lie  pabTic  lands  in  Louisiana,  had  expired,  he  set- 
led  oo  a  tract  of  land  belonging  to  the  United 
Sntff,  situated  on  the  Mississippi  river,  in  the 
urishof  West  Baton  Rouge,  and  had  built  houses, 
trained  lands,  and  made  considerable  improve- 
Bents  thereon ;  that  he  had  made  a  public  road, 
lad  a  le?ee,  for  near  three  miles  in  front  of  the 
lodf  which  had  reclaimed  a  considerable  portion 
i  the  pobiic  lands  from  the  inundation  of  the 
irer,  and  added  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  public 
lod^  ifl  the  vicinity.  He  prayed  that  Congress 
rouid  giant  him  a  donation,  or  pre-emption  right 
)  the  land  in  question. 

Mr.  J.  said,  that  the  committee  had  reported 
gamst  the  claim,  on  the  ground  that  the  petitioner 
ad  settled  in  violation  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
S07,  prohibitingsettlements  upon  thepublic  lands, 
le  cQQtended,  Uiat  the  act  alluded  to  was  passed 
)  meet  one  or  two  cases  of  extraordinary  char- 
eier.  and  not  to  prevent  emigration  to  the  West, 
&d  that  Congress  had,  in  numerous  instances, 
tice  that  act  passed,  granted  the  pre-emption 
|bt  to  settlers  in  the  new  States  and  Territories ; 
tat  soond  policy  required  that  the  practice  should 
tU  be  cosiiDQed ;  that  it  should  be  the  object  of 
^e  Qoreniment  to  strengthen  the  most  exposed 
arts  of  the  Union,  by  a  dense  white  population ; 
ut  soch  a  population  was  particularly  required 

1  Louisiana,  to  protect  the  country  against  internal 
Bnmotion  and  external  invasion ;  and  he  argued 
>sbow,  that  such  a  course  would  operate  even 
i  the  advantage  of  the  Government,  in  a  pecuni- 

2  point  of  view,  as  it  would  add  to  the  value  of 
^  public  lands  in  the  neighborhood.  He  com- 
«iced  of  the  delay,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
°^t.  io  not  surveying  and  bringing  into  market 
^^poUic  lands  in  LouiMana,  in  consequence  of 
^^ich,  those  who  had  removed  to  that  country 
id  not  been  afforded  an  opportunity  of  purchasing 
B^ic  lands:  and  that  emigration  had  been  re- 
eled from  the  country.  Mr.  J.  contended,  that, 
om  the  circumstances  he  had  stated,  this  was 
le  of  the  strongest  cases  which  could  occur ;  that 
<e  petitioner  bad  been  an  officer  of  distinguished 
^^',  that  he  had  enlisted  a  company  of  men, 
^  served  with  great  reputation  throughout  the 


Creek  war ;  that,  at  New  Orleans,  in  an  attack 
on  the  enemy,  he  was  severely  wounded,  in  con- 
sideration of  which,  and  for  his  gallant  conduct 
on  that  occasion,  he  was  brevetted  to  the  rank  of 
a  Lieutenant  Colonel.  Mr.  J.  said  that,  if  dis- 
tinguished services,  if  gallant  conduct  in  action, 
if  wounds  received  in  fighting  the  battles  of  the 
country,  give  claims  upon  the  favorable  conside- 
ration of  the  Government,  Colonel  White  was 
entitled  to  that  consideration.  He  concluded  by 
remarking,  that  the  honorable  member  who  com- 
manded at  New  Orleans,  (alluding  to  General 
Jackson,)  would,  he  was  persuaded,  testify  to  the 
gallantry  and  distinguished  services  of  Colonel 
White. 

Mr.  Jackson  confirmed  the  representation  which 
had  been  made  of  the  meritorious  conduct  of  Col- 
onel White,  in  the  campaign  at  New  Orleans, 
where  he  was,  in  the  battle  of  the  23d  December, 
severally  wounded ;  and  Mr.  J.  observed,  that,  if 
gallant  conduct,  meritorious  services,  and  severe 
sufferings,  entitled  any  man  to  the  boon  he  asked 
for  from  the  Government,  no  one  could  have 
stronger  claims  than  Colonel  White,  and  he,  for 
one,  should  give  the  petitioner  his  vote. 

A  debate  ensued  on  this  subject  which,  from  the 
number  and  talents  of  the  gentlemen  who  eosaged 
in  it,  and  the  earnestness  and  ability  displayed^ 
rendered  it  interesting,  and  would  have  entitlea 
it  to  a  full  report,  had  the  principle  involved  not 
repeatedly,  heretofore,  been  the  subjectof  the  delibe- 
rations and  acts  of  Congress. 

Besides  the  gentlemen  above  named,  the  appli- 
cation of  the  petitioner  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Smith,  Lanman,  Benton,  and  Brown  ;  and  it 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Barton,  Lowrie,  Van 
DtkEjChandletr,  Barbour,  King,  of  New  York, 
and  Macon.  In  support  of  the  claim  were  urged 
principally  the  reasons  stated  above — the  merits 
and  services,  and  poverty,  of  the  petitioner ;  the 
worthless quali^  oftheland,in  its  natural  condition, 
before  the  petitioner  had  reclaimed  it  by  his  labor, 
by  the  erection  of  embankments  to  keep  the  river 
from  overflowing  it,  d&c. ;  the  additional  value 
which  this  settlement  and  the  improvements  gave 
to  neighboring  public  lands;  tne  propriety  of 
granting  pre-emptive  rights  to  encourage  the  set- 
tlement or  the  waste  public  lands ;  former  excep- 
tions made  by  Congress  to  the  law,  dbc.  On  the 
other  hand,  were  urged  the  settled  policy  of  the 
nation,  solemnly  adopted  by  Congress,  in  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act,  forbidding  all  persons  from  setting 
down  on  any  of  the  public  lands ;  the  impropriety 
of  holding  out  encouragement  to  persons  to  violate 
the  law  by  granting  pre-emption  to  this  petitioner 
who  had,  contrary  to  law,  established  himself  on 
the  public  lands  ^  that  in  acting  on  such  a  case 
the  merits  of  the  individual  (which  all  acknowl- 
edged) ought  not  to  be  taken  into  consideration  ; 
that  if  the  prohibitory  law  was  wrong^  it  ought  to 
be  repealed,  but  while  in  existence  it  ought  to 
be  rigidly  enforced,  and  not  have  impunit)[  and 
encouragement  held  out  to  disregard  and  violate 
it,  d^. 

The  debate  continued,  with  much  animation, 
until  three  o'clock. 
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The  qaestion  being  taken  on  Mr.  Jobhson's 
motion  to  reverse  the  report  and  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows : 

YxAs — MeMfs.  Benton,  Brown,  Edwards  of  Con- 
oecticot,  Hsjne,  Jsckson,  Johnson  of  I^nisiuis, 
Kelly,  King  of  Ala.,  Lanmsn,  Smith,  and  Tslbot — 11. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barboar,  Barton,  Bell,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D' Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Elliott, 
Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sissippi, King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Maiy- 
land,  Lloyd  of  Massachosetts,  Lowrie,  Mcllvsine, 
Maeon,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Boggles,  Sey- 
mour, Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomss,  Van  Boren,  Van 
Dyke,  and  WUIiams— 32. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  agreed  to. 


Monday,  Janaary  19. 

NicBOUks  Ware,  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
whose  credentials  were  read  and  filed  darins  the 
last  session,  attended,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Pbesident  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  act  "  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compen- 
sation of  clerks  in  the  difierent  offices,"  exhibiting 
the  amount  received  by  each  clerk  in  the  several 
offices  of  the  Treasury  Department,  for  services 
rendered  during  the  year  1823. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting a  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  giv- 
ing the  result  of  sundry  assays,  made  in  pursu- 
ance of  instructions  from  that  Department. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  signed 
William  H.  Jones,  solicitinfi;  the  patronage  of  the 
Senate  to  Lucas's  Universal  Atlas. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
C.  Fisher,  and  others^  merchants  and  underwri- 
ters, of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  stating  that  their 
claims  against  the  Government  of  France  for  ille- 
gal seizures  and  condemnations,  were  released  by 
the  convention  of  1800;  and  praying  the  pay- 
ment of  the  same,  or  to  be  restored  to  the  state  m 
which  they  were  anterior  to  the  convention.  The 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Barbodr  presented  the  memorial  of  Alex- 
ander Wilson,  and  others,  merchants  and  under- 
writers, of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  in  the  State 
of  Virginia,  stating  that  their  claims  against  the 
Government  of  France,  for  the  illegal  seizure  and 
condemnation  of  their  property,  were  released  by 
the  convention  of  1800 ;  and  praying  the  payment 
thereof,  or  to  be  restored  to  the  state  m  which 
they  were  anterior  to  the  convention.  The  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  property-holders, 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  representing  the  injurious 
tendency  of  the  auction  system,  and  praying  a 
duty  of  ten  per  centum  may  be  imposed  on  sales 
by  auction,  excepting  the  effects  of  bankrupts,  of 
deceased  persons,  goods  sold  for  the  benefit  of  un- 


'  derwritersy  shipping,  and  real  estate.  Themeo 
rial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Dickerson  presented  the  memorial  of  Sa 
uel  J.  Read,  and  others,  and  the  memorial  of  IV 
liam  Russell,  and  others,  praying  an  additioi 
duty  on  the  importation  of  foreign  iron,  and 
certain    manufactures  thereof.     The  memori 

^  were  read,  and  severally  referred  to  theCornmiti 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  said  that,  by  an  act 
Congress,  the  sum  of  910,000  per  anoum,  a 

I  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  civilizing  (be  1 

i  dian  tribes  in  the  vicinity  of  the  United  Stale 
that  it  had  been  apprehended,  by  the  wording 
that  act,  that  the  sum,  thus  appropriated,  coi 
be  applied  to  the  civilization  only  of  such  tribes 
Indians  as  are  located  on  the  frontiers  of  the  cov 
try ;  that  several  of  the  States  had  Indian  tril 
within  their  limits,  who  were  as  fit  subjects  i 
the  provisions  of  the  act  as  any  others,  and  whc 
situation  promises  as  much  success  in  any  atten 
at  improving  their  condition ;  that,  in  the  Sti 
of  Maine,  there  were  two  of  this  kind,  the  Peno 
scot  and  the  Passamaquoddy  tribes.  Mr.  H.  i 
marked,  that  the  law  required  an  annual  ezbil 
tion  to  Congress,  of  the  expenditure  of  the  so 
appropriated ;  but  that  be  had  not  seen  sucb 
statement.  His  present  object,  however,  was 
inquire  whether  the  act  might  not  be  so  modifi 
as  to  extend  the  benefits  of  its  provisions  to  otb 
Indians  than  those  situated  on  the  frontiers.  I 
therefore  submitted  the  following  resolution,  wbii 
was  read,  and  laid  over  for  consideration : 

JReaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  ladian  Afiiiin 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  any  alterstionf  aret 
ceoary,  in  the  act  *' making  promion  for  the  cinii: 
tion  of  the  Indian  tribes  adjoining  the  frontier  kUI 
meats,"  so  as  to  authorise  a  part  of  the  fund,  proTid 
by  the  act,  to  be  applied  to  the  instraction  and  df 
zation  of  the  Indians  in  the  Sute  of  Maine,  or  n 
other  8ute  where  such  Indians  are  not  tdjoioi 
"frontier  settlements." 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  tbe  v 
lowing  motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  La( 
he  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repc 
ing  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  to  pnvj 
settlements  being  made  on  lands  ceded  to  tbe  Uot 
Sutcs,  until  authorised  by  law/'  passed  tbe  M 
March,  1807. 

Mr.  Smith  submitted  the  following  motion  j 
consideration :  I 

Resolved,  That  the  BecreUiy  of  the  Seoate  be,  l 
hereby  is,  authorised  to  purchase  five  copies  ofLaij 
Universal  Atlas,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Fioi 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  19th  of  Decer 
the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Direct 
the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  Rhode  h 
made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate.  , 

Mr.  Rdoolbs,  from  the  Committee  ol  CU 
to  whom  was  recommitted,  on  the  26ih  UeJ 
her,  the  report  of  said  committee  on  tbe  pel 
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ofHansoQ  Kelly,  with  certain  instructions,  made 

a  report;  which  was  read. 
m.  Mills,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 

Relations,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  12th  of 

December,  the  petition  of  Richard  O'Brien,  made 

a  report;  whicD  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Yas  BtTBEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jodicii/j,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
'*Ao  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  district 
court  at  Mobile,  in  the  district  of  Maine,"  reported 
i:  with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  he  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Baiton  presented  sundry  documents,  re- 
iitiog  to  the  petition  of  Thomas  F.  Riddick,  pre- 
sented 00  the  12th  instant ;  and  they  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Oa  motioD,  by  Mr.  Elliott,  Daniel  W.  Coxe 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  memorial  and  doc- 
cments. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  ga?e  notice  that  he 
siHsild  ask  leaTe  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  Johmon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  the  15th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  progress 
nade  in  fffepariog  maps,  directed  to  be  made  and 
iaid  before  the  Senate,  by  their  resolution  of  the 
%th  day  of  February  last;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  resolution  offered  on  Friday  last,  by  Mr. 
WiLLUMs,  directinfif  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ur)'  to  prepare,  for  the  Senate,  a  list  of  all  pursers 
aod  nary  agents,  who  are  in  arrears  to  the  United 
States,  with  the  amount  of  arrearages,  and  the 
^m  likely  to  be  lost  by  the  Government,  was  again 
rtad,  aad  agreed  to. 

The  resoTotion  offered  on  Friday  last,  by  Mr. 
Katox.  directing  an  inquiry,  whether  any,  and, 
if  aoy,  what  amendments,  alterations,  and  im- 
prcreipeats,  are  necessary  in  the  judicial  code  of 
tb^  District  of  Columbia,  was  again  read,  and 
areedio. 

The  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  claims, 
ia  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkan- 
^s,  deriTed  from  the  Governments  of  France  and 
Spain,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  SxiTB.  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  a  bill  which  came  from  the  other  House, 
"auihorizing  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
l^uDd  to  purchase  the  seven  per  cent,  stock  of  the 
I'Dited  Slates  in  the  year  1824,"  with  a  trifling 
smeadment. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  S.,  the  bill  was  taken  up  for 
C'liideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  report- 
\}  '0  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 
^JtncqoeBtljj  by  general  consent,  the  bill  had  its 
iaird  reading,  was  passed  as  amended,  and  sent 
'■^'■^  to  the  other  House. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  Senate,  as  in 
f^vfnmjitee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
•jie  bill  reported  by  the  Military  Committee  of  the 
Y^^,  explanatory  of  an  act.  entitled  "An  act 
'•jf  iiic  relief  of  the  officers,  volunteers,  and  other 
P^r5o&s  engaged  in  the  late  campaign  against  the 
oeniinole  Indians,  passed  the  4th  of  May,  1822." 
Thi^  bill  provides  for  the  payment  for  horses  and 
^t^^'-pages  lost  by  the  volunteer  officers  engaged 


in  that  campaign,  and  for  the  payment  of  the 
value  of  horses  and  equipages  lost  in  battle,  by  the 
volunteer  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  said  cam- 
paign. A  discassion  of  some  length  took  place 
upon  the  propriety  of  passing  this  bill ;  in  which 
Messrs.  Jackson,  Chanoler,  Eaton,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Lowrie,  Lanman,  Benton,  Rdo- 
GLES,  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  Hatne,  engaged. 
The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making  a  road 
from  Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  Lit- 
tle Rock,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas ;"  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  proposing  an  additional  rule  for 
conducting  business  m  the  Senate  was  read  the 
second  time. 


Tuesoay,  January  20. 

Mr.  RcGGLEs  presented  the  petition  of  Jesse 
Camp,  of  Ohio,  praying  a  pension,  in  considera- 
tion of  his  services  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  thepetition  of  John  Pritch- 
ard,  of  Ohio,  surviving  brother  and  heir  at  law  of 
Samuel  and  William  Pritchard,  who  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  army,  praying  the  bounty  in 
land  to  which  his  brothers  were  entitled,  or  an 
equivalent  in  money. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  presented  the  memorial  of  Audley 
Clarke  and  others,  merchants  of  Newport,  Rhode 
Island,  prayinff  indemnity  for  depredations  com- 
mitted under  tne  authority  of  the  Government  of 
France,  from  1793  to  the  year  1800.  The  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  James  Johnson;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  docu- 
ment in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  James  Johnson. 

Mr.  Rdooles  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  14th  instant,  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Garrett  Fountain," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  John 
Frank,  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  18th  De- 
cember. 

Mr.  DicKBRSON.  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manutactures,  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  the  7th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Samuel  Wharton,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affain*,  to  whom  was  referred,  on 
ihe  I3ih  instant,  the  petition  of  BaniJiter  Stone, 
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made  a  report,  toother  with  a  resolution,  that  the 
prayer  of  the  |)etitioner  oueht  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition of  John  Rush  and  Samuel  Conway,  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  15th  instant. 

The  bill^ezplanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  officers,  volunteers,  and  other 
persons,  engaged  in  the  late  campaign  a^inst  the 
Seminole  Indians,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and, 
on  motion,  amended,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Van  Bcren  gave  notice  that  be  should  ask 
leave,  on  Thurday  next,  to  introduce  a  joint  reso- 
lution, proposing  an  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  the 
power  of  Congress  to  make  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  gave  notice  that  he 
,  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  security  of  public  money  in  the  hands  of  attor- 
neys, clerks  ot  courts,  and  marshals,  and  their 
deputies. 

Mr.  Smith  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resoived,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  caose 
ioformation  to  be  given  to  the  Senate  of  the  progren 
made  for  fixing  site*  for  fortifications  at  St.  Maiy'a 
and  Patazent  rivers ;  in  preparing  plans  for  the  same ; 
and  in  estimating  the  coet  of  each  fortification ;  con- 
formably with  the  resolation  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th 
of  Febniary,  1823. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sions ;"  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Hanson  Kelljf,  of  North 
Carolina,  was  taken  up  for  consideration.  This 
petitioner  claims  an  additional  sum  of  money, 
which  he  states  to  be  due  him,  under  a  contract 
with  the  marshal  of  North  Carolina,  for  supplying 
rations  to  prisoners  during  the  late  war.  Mr. 
RuGQLEs  stated  the  views  of  the  committee  on 
the  subject.  Messrs  Branch,  Macon,  Bell,  Ed- 
wards, of  Illinois,  Kelly,  Chandler,  Smith, 
Van  Dyke,  and  Lanman,  spoke  upon  the  allow- 
ance of  the  claim.  A  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  to 
reverse  the  report  of  the  committee,  prevailed; 
and  the  report  was  recommitted,  with  instructions 
to  prepare  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 


Wednesday,  Jaouary  21. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  President  of  the  Senate,  at- 
tended. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  petition  of  Cornelius 
Huson,  stating  that,  during  tne  late  war,  he  was 
impressed,  together  with  his  sleigh  and  horses,  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States ;  that,  while  in 
this  service,  in  attempting  to  cross  the  ice.  at 
Sackett's  Harbor,  his  horses  and  sleigh  were  lost 
and  himself  severely  wounded;  and  praying  relief. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mtttee  on  Pensions. 


Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  mem 
rial  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  Columb 
Turnpike  Road  Company,  praying  an  aujgment 
tion  of  the  toUs  authorized  by  the  act  of  incorjx 
ration.  The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  i 
the  Committee  on  the  District  or  Columbia. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petitic 
of  George  Ulmer,  stating  that,  during  the  la 
war^  a  transport  ship,  belonging  to  the  enem 
having  been  run  on  shore,  and  abandoned,  a  quai 
tity  of  ordnance  on  board  was  preserved,  an 
delivered  to  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  throug 
the  exertions  of  the  petitioner  and  a  company  t 
United  States  troops  and  volunteers,  under  h 
command;  and  praying  compensation  for  it 
same.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  tl 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  D'WoLP  presented  the  memorial  of  Jot 
T.  Child,  and  others,  merchants  and  underwritei 
of  Warren,  Rhode  Island,  praying  indemnity  fi 
the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  their  propert 
under  the  authority  of  the  Government  ot  Franc 
from  1793  to  1800.  The  memorial  was  read,  ac 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relation 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  Jose{ 
Old,  and  others,  praying  an  additional  duty  c 
imported  iron,  and  on  certain  manufactures  tberec 
The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Coo 
mittee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  Henry  9 
Johnson,  praying  compensation  for  his  services  I 
surveying  and  marking  a  road  from  Reynold 
burgh,  on  the  Tennessee  river,  to  intersect  tl 
Natchez  old  road.  The  petition  was  read,  al 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Cot 
mittee  on  Naval  AFairs,  to  whom  was  refern 
the  petition  of  William  Vaughan,  reported  a  bi 
rewarding  the  officers  and  crews  of  two  gigs,  i 
small  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieutena 
Francis  H.  Gregory,  of  the  United  States  Nar; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readii^ 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Coil 
mittee  on  Naval  A  Airs,  to  whom  the  subject  w) 
referred,  on  the  19tb  December,  report^  a  bi 
regulating  the  transportation  of  gold  and  silvi 
bullion,  specie,  and  jewels,  and  carrying  of  pa 
sengers,  and  to  prohibit  the  receipt  of  merchandi 
in  the  public  vessels  of  the  United  States;  whi< 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  RuoGLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claio' 
ameablv  to  instructions,  reported  a  bill  for  t! 
relief  or  Hanson  Kelly;  which  was  read,  a] 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  D^WoLF,  from  the  Committee  on  Cot 
merce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  the  subj( 
was  referred,  on  the  17th  December,  reported 
bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  exportation 
cordage  manufactured  in  the  United  States,  frti 
foreign  hemp ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  t 
following  motion  for  consideration : 

Reiohtdt  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Navy  be  i 
qoested  to  oommanicmta  to  the  Senate,  so  far  ■•  c 
be  ascertained  from  the  accounts  ia  the  Navy  Depi 
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ffifiit,  the  qiuntity  of  cordage,  manofactsred  from 
iieop  of  doaeftk  growth,  which  hai  been  uied  in  the 
Krrice  of  the  Navj  since  the  year  1812;  and  the  rea^ 
foot,  if  toy,  whj  cordage  mannfactared  from  domestic 
hemp  cannot  be  used  an  adyantageously,  and  aa  eoo« 
nomioBj.fer  the  Navj  of  the  United  States,  as  cordage 
minufrctared  from  imported  hemp. 

Mr.  EiTON,  from  the  Committee  oq  Public 
Laods^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled 
^4d  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settle- 
meor  of  prirate  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of 
Fiorida,"  reported  it  with  an  amendment;  which 
WIS  read. 

Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Lanman,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  motion,  of  the  14th 
iQstaat,  to  diicharge  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
from  the  farther  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Deao  Weymouth,  and  it  was  determined  in  the 
n^tire. 

The  Seotte  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  20tb  iostant,  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  five 
copies  of  Lucas's  Atlas ;  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Library. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion, 
of  the  20ib  instanL  relative  to  the  progress  made 
m  fixing  sites  for  fortifications  at  St.  Mary's  and 
Pataxent  rivers ;  and  asreed  thereto. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolotiott  in  relation  to  an  intended  visit  of  the 
Marquis  de  Lafayette  to  the  United  States;  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolation  was  received,  and  twice  read  by 
general  consent;  when  Mr.  Hayng  moved  that 
the  resolation  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
Od  this  motion  some  converbation  took  place,  not 
on  the  merits  of  the  resolution,  but  on  the  ques- 
tion whether  it  was  best  to  refer  it  at  all,  and,  if 
Ki  to  what  committee;  on  which  points  there 
Tas  some  diversity  of  opinion,  but  none  in  regard 
tc  the  feelings  of  respect  and  affection  for  Lafay- 
ttte,  for  whom  all  the  gentlemen  expressed  these 
sentiments  in  warm  terms.  Messrs.  King,  of  New 
York,  BiAjrcB,  Holmes,  of  Maine^  Chandleb, 
JoBKsoH,  of  Kentucky,  Lanman,  and  Hatne, 
^k  part  in  this  disctusion,  which  resulted  in  the 
r^emee  of  the  resolution  to  a  select  committee 
of  fire  members;  and  Messrs.  Hayne,  Kino,  of 
^lew  York,  Macon,  Smith,  and  Jackson,  were 
ippoioted  the  laid  committee. 

The  hill  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid 
plosions"  was  read,  and  passed  to  tbe  second 
J«ding. 

'^^t  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Johnson  was 
^  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
^tt  oa  Military  ASkin. 

Thf  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
^eCoauoiitee  on  Military  Afiairs,on  the  [M?tition 
^'>f  Baaisier  Stone;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
'ie  tahle,and  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

^J^  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iQ^king  an  appropriation  for  opening  a  road  from 
^PP^te  Memphis,  on  the  Mississippi,  to  Little 
*^^Md  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  CiANOLER,  conceiving  that  the  decision  on 
VL«  hiQ  vouic]  iQ  efil^t  settle  what  the  sense  of 

18th  Cow.  Ist 


the  Government  is,  in  the  long  agitated  question 
of  internal  improvements,  said  he  should  ask  for 
the  veas  and  nays  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Shown  said  if  this  bill  could  settle  that 
question,  it  had  been  settled  long  since,  as  similar 
acts  had  been  passed,  &c.  The  question  was 
then  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  reading, 
and  was  carried. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution,  introduced  by  Ml 
DicKERsoN,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  as  it  respects  the 
choice  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Kichard 
O'Brien,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  un- 
favorable to  the  memorial  of  the  Merchants'  Bank 
of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. The  petitioners  pray  that  certain 
stamp  duties,  which  they  paid  on  the  notes  of  their 
bank,  in  the  year  1817,  may  be  refunded,  for  cer- 
tain reasons  stated  in  their  petition.  Mr.  D'Wolp 
opposed  the  report,  and  moved  an  amendment,  so 
as  to  reverse  the  effect  of  the  report.  Messra. 
Smith,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Llotd,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, also  spoke  against*  the  report.  The 
motion  of  Mr.  D' W olf  prevailed,  and  the  report 
was  recommitted,  with  instructions  to  bring  in  a 
bUL 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  provisions  of  an  act 
for  the  civilization  of  the  Indians  on  the  frontiers, 
to  the  tribe  of  Indians  within  the  United  States, 
was  again  read  and  agreed  to. 

SETTLEMENTS  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  resolution  proposed  yesterday  by  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Louisiana,  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  of  Congress, "  pre- 
venting settlements  Ming  made  on  the  public 
lands,  until  authorized  by  law,"  was  again  read 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  Johnson,  in  support  of  the  resolution,  said 
that,  in  the  discussion  which  had  taken  place  a 
few  days  since,  upon  the  claim  of  Colonel  White, 
the  act  mentionedf  in  this  resolution  had  frequently 
been  alluded  to,  and  several  members  had  expressed 
their  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  repealed.  Being 
of  the  same  opinion  himself,  knowing  that  the 
operation  of  the  law  was  very  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  believing 
that  it  could  never  be  the  true  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  prevent  the  settlement  of  its  lands ;  he 
"had  proposed  an  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  re- 
pealing that  law.  He  thought  that,  so  far  from 
preventing  the  settlement  of  these  lands,  the  Gk>v- 
ernment  should  do  all  in  its  power  to  enconrage 
it.    Vast  tracts  of  lands  in  the  State  of  Lousiana 
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yet  remain  uDsettled,  and  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
the  State,  under  the  present  circamstances,  to  do 
any  thing  towards  their  settlement.  Many  of  the 
lands  in  qaestion  had  not  even  been  surveyed. 
The  power  of  the  United  States  to  hold  such  lands, 
waste  and  useless  to  the  State  in  which  they  are 
situated,  is  doubted  by  many  of  the  most  enlight- 
ened and  intelligent  men.  It  was  an  opinion  en- 
tertained, Mr.  J.  said,  by  many  persons,  wh6  were 
highly  competent  to  judge  in  such  a  case,  that 
•when  the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  with 
all  the  privileges  and  powers  belonging  to  the 
other  States,  that  it  had  a  right  to  the  control  over 
these  lands — at  any  rate,  to  whomsoever  this 
power  belongs,  it  is  obvious  that  the  settlement  of 
lands  ought  to  be  facilitated,  and  with  a  view  to 
that  oblect,  he  had  submitted  this  resolution ;  as 
it  merely  proposed  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  the  law,  he  trusted  it  would  not  be 
objected  to. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York  thought  it  an  unusual 
course  to  refer  a  subject  of  this  kind  to  a  commit- 
tee ;  as  it  could  as  well  be  settled  by  the  Senate, 
without  such  reference.  He  dissented  entirely 
from  the  opinions  advanced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana — he  thought  the  true  policy  of  the 
countrv  was,  to  prohibit,  by  all  possible  means, 
the  unlawful  settlement  of  its  lands.  These  lands 
had  been  purchased  of  the  Indians,  with  money 
from  the  public  Treasury — surveys  had  been  in- 
stituted, at  great  expense  to  the  nation — and  the 
f»rices,  which  the  Glovernment  now  puts  upon  its 
ands,  are  so  very  low,  that  no  reasonable  man 
can  require  that  they  should  be  less.  The  terms 
upon  which  they  are  offered  are  highly  advanta- 
geous to  every  one  who  is  desirous  to  go  there, 
and  make  settlement.  Although  the  policy  of 
France  and  Spain  had  been  different,  in  reeard  to 
the  settlement  of  public  lands,  yet,  Mr.  K.  thought 
our  policy  far  the  most  unexceptionable,  as  it  pro- 
vides for  a  regular,  just,  and  moral  settlement,  by 
fair  and  legal  titles.  Every  one  who  wished  to 
become  the  possessor  of  a  portion  of  the  land  in 
question,  could  easily  acquire  a  sure  title  to  it.  If 
such  a  regular  and  orderly  settlement  was  to  be 
produced,  it  could  only  be  done  by  adhering  to  the 
system  which  the  Government  has  adopted.  Mr. 
K.  asked  gentlemen  to  consider,  if  the  public  lands 
were  thrown  open  to  every  one  who  saw  fit  to 
settle  upon  them,  without  price  and  without  title, 
whether  there  could  be  any  guarantee  for  the  se- 
curity of  property,  in  snch  a  settlement. 

If  those  extensive  tracts  of  country  of  which  the 
gentleman  had  spoken,  were  settled  in  that  way, 
men  would  be  sent  to  Congress  to  make  laws  for 
the  people,  who  had  themselves  entirely  disre- 
garded tne  laws  and  the  rights  of  property.  Such 
a  state  of  things  would  be  deplorable  indeed.  The 
only  men  who  are  fit  to  make  laws  for  the  people, 
are  those  who  hold  their  property  by  a  just  and 
fair  title.  He  believed  that  Congress  had  ever 
been  willing  to  do,  and  had  done,  every  thing  that 
was  fair  and  equitable,  to  encourage  the  settlement 
of  the  public  lands ;  and  he  had  always  thought 
that  the  system  now  acted  on  had  greatly  ad- 
Tanced  that  object.  The  greatest  difficulties  which 


had  been  encountered  in  the  business,  had  arisi 
from  the  uncertainty  of  the  French  and  Spani 
titles.  If  this  law,  which  is  so  necessary  to  tl 
credit  and  the  happiness  of  the  country,  were  i 
pealed,  such  a  repeal  would  have  a  strong  t« 
dency  to  subvert  the  proper  settlement  of  the  Ian 
belonging  to  the  Grovernment. 

Mr.  JoBNBON  briefly  replied  to  Mr.  King.  Messi 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Benton,  made  a  few  i 
marks  on  the  subject ;  and  the  resolution  was  n^ 
atived  by  a  considerable  majority. 


Thorsdat,  January  22. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Tboiti 
Evans  and  William  Coppuck,  stating  that,  in  t| 
execution  of  their  contract  with  the  United  Staj 
for  building  a  lighthouse,  and  the  appeoda^ 
thereto,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Patapsco  river,  tb 
have  been  compelled  by  sickness,  and  other  ca^ 
alties,  to  expend  a  greater  sum  than  thatto  wbi< 
under  their  contract,  they  are  entitled ;  and  prg 

ing  to  be  indemnified  from  loss The  petiiij 

was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Coj 
merce  and  Manufactures.  I 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  Willu 
F.  Chesley  and  others,  securities  of  Thon^ 
Evans  and  William  Coppuck,  praying  to  be  | 
imbursed  a  sum  by  them  advanced  to  the  s^ 
Thomas  Evans  and  William  Coppuck,  for  i 
purpose  of  enabling  them  to  fulfil  their  contH 
with  the  United  States  for  the  erection  of  a  ligl 
house  and  other  buildings. — The  memorial  ^ 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Comrae] 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  from  the  Committee  of  ClaiE 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Amasa  St 
son,  made  a  report,  together  with  a  bill  for  I 
relief  of  Amasa  Stetson. — The  report  and  I 
were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  the  seco 
reading. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  31st  December,  t 
petition  of  Rezin  Rawlings  and  John  Locke,  ^ 
ecutors  of  Daniel  Rawlings,  deceased,  made  a  \ 
port,  together  with  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer 
the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Seymour,  from  the  Committee  on  t 
Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate,  to  whom 
referred  a  resolution  to  authorize  the  employm 
of  an  additional  engrossing  clerk  during  the  ini 
position  of  Samuel  Turner,  jr.,  reported  the  sa 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Kelly  communicated  a  resolution  of  ^ 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  requestij 
their  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congrl 
to  convey  to  that  body  the  anxiety  felt  that  a  M 
may  pass  to  authorize  the  holding  of  the  distr! 
court  of  the  United  States  at  some  place  in  \ 
northern  portion  of  the  State. — The  resolution  ^ 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  communicated  a  resol 
tion  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabaii 
requesting  their  Senators  and  Representatives 
Congress  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  obtain  sn 
a  m^ification  of  existing  laws  as  will  enable  tl 
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State  to  efiect  the  improvement  of  its  navigable 
waters;  aod particularly  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
the  United  States  to  two  acts,  passed  by  the  Le- 
gislatore of  the  said  State:  the  one,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Coosa  river, 
aod  to  aid  in  its  connexion  with  the  Tennessee 
waters f'  the  other,  "An  act  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Tennessee  river." — The  resolution 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Jadiciarj. 

Mr.  Kellt  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying 
relief  to  certain  purchasers  of  public  lands,  who 
hare  been  aggrieved  by  the  construction  given  to 
ibe  act  of  1821 — The  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Tlie  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  the  21st  instant,  relative  to  cordage  manufac- 
tared  from  hemp  of  domestic  growth,  which  has 
been  used  in  the  service  of  the  Navy  since  the 
rear  1S12,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  rewarding  the  officers  and  crews  of 
tiro  gigs,  or  small  boats,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Francb  H.  Gregory,  of  the  United 
States  Narj,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid 
pensioners,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hanson  Kelly  was  read 
tbe  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  Senate  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settle- 
ment of  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,"  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
tbereto;  aad  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W'yejthe  bill  authorizing  the  building  of  an  ad- 
ditional namber  of  sloops  of  war  for  the  naval 
serriceof  the  United  States;  and  the  further  con- 
sideraiioD  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
tjmted  States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Repre- 
WDtatires  ia  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
»nd  tbe  eleeUon  of  President  and  Vice  President 
of  me  Uoired  Sutes,  together  with  the  amend- 
'^Qt reported  thereto;  and  the  further  considera- 
i»a  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order 
« the  day  for,  Thursday  next. 
Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^bole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Gilbert ; 
ajw  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 

u  L  I*  S«ate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
VQtatiresof  Firman  Le  Sieur;  and,  no  amend- 
^t  baring  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the 

«035e,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 

third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^bol*  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
M  telestin  Moreau,  of  Louisiana ;  and  no  amend- 
oetit  hiTing  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported 


to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committet  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  times 
of  holding^  the  district  court  at  Mobile,  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Alabama ;"  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  on  the  15th  instant,  propos- 
ing an  additional  rule  for  conducting  business  in 
the  Senate,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  Ihe 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Whar- 
ton ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Van  Bdren  rose,  in  pursuance  of  notice 

fiven  on  Wednesday  last,  to  ask  leave  to  intro- 
uce  a  Joint  resolution,  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
subject  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  make  roads 
and  canals.    He  said  he  was  as. much  opposed  as 
any  man,  to  frequent  alterations  of  the  form  of 
government  under  which  we  live,  but  he  would 
make  no  apology  for  bringing  this  matter  before 
the  Senate,  in  so  imposing  a  form  as  that  of  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution.    He  would  not 
do  so,  because  he  was  entirely  convinced  that  no 
one  could  dispassionately  consider  the  present  state 
of  the  question,  to  which  his  resolution  relates, 
without  feeling  the  imperious  necessity  of  some 
Constitutional  provision  on  the  subject.    It  was 
not  his  intention,  at  this  time,  to  enter  into  the 
discussion  of  the  matter;  he  would  only  submit 
one  or  two  general  remarks  in  relation  to  it.    Of 
the  importance  of  the  question,  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  speak.    Suffice  it  to  say^  that,  in  its  scope, 
it  embraces  the  funds  of  the  nation  to  an  unlimit- 
ed extent,  and  in  its  result  must  affect,  as  far  as 
the  agency  of  the  Federal  Government  was  con- 
cerned, the  future  internal  improvement  of  a  great 
and  flourishing  country.    Is  the  power  to  make 
roads  and  canals,  within  the  States,  now  vested 
in  the  Federal  Government?    Individuals,  said 
Mr.  V.  B.,  may  give  their  impressions,  with  their 
reasons  for  the  various  ingenious  constructions 
they  put  upon  the  different  parts  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  make  out  that  this  power  exists;  but  all 
candid  men  will  admit  that  there  are  few  ques- 
tions more  unsettled.    Whilst,  in  some  States,  the 
power  is  universally  conceded,  and  its  exercise 
loudly  required,  in  others,  its  exbtence  is  as  gen- 
erally denied,  and  its  exercise  as  ardently  resisted. 
Is  there  cause  to  believe  that,  as  the  Constitution 
now  stands,  a  construction  will  obtain,  which 
will  be  so  far  acquiesced  in  as  to  be  regarded  and 
enforced  as  one  of  the  established  powers  of  the 
General  Government?    He  thought  there  was 
not.    For  about  twenty  years,  this  subject  had 
been  one  of  constant  and  earnest  discussion.    Ef- 
forts have  at  various  times  been  made  in  Confess 
to  exercise  the  power  in  question.    They  have 
met  sometimes  with  more,  and  sometimes  with 
less,  favor.    Bills,  containing  the  assertion,  and 
directing  the  exercise  of  this  power,  have  passed 
the  two  Houses,  and  been  returned,  with  objee- 
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tions,  by  two  successive  Presidents,  and  failed  for 
want  of  the  Constitotional  majority.  The  last 
CongDiss  and  the  Executive  were  arrayed  against 
each  other,  upon  the  question,  and  as  far  as  a  re- 
cent vote  of  the  other  House  may  be  regarded 
as  evidence  of  the  present  opinion  of  Congress, 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  such  is  now 
the  case. 

The  Gkivernment  has  now  been  in  operation 
rising  of  thirty  years ;  and  although  the  subiect 
has  always  been  a  matter  of  interest,  no  law 
clearly  embracing  the  power  has  ever  yet  been 
nassea.    There  is,  therefore,  but  little  reason  to 
bope,  that,  without  some  Constitutional  provision, 
the  question  will  ever  be  settled.    If  the  Greneral 
Grovernment  has  not  now  the  power,  Mr.  V.  B. 
said,  that  he  for  one,  thought  that,  under  suitable 
restrictions,  they  ought  to  have  it.    As  to  what 
those  restrictions  ought  to  be,  there  might,  and  pro- 
bably would,  be  diversity  of  opinion.  But,  as  to  the 
abstract  proposition,  that  as  much  of  the  funds  of 
the  nation  as  copld  be  raised,  without  oppression, 
and  as  are  not  necessary  to  the  discharse  oi  existing 
and  indispensable  demands  upon  the  Uovernment, 
should  be  expended  upon  internal  improvements^ 
under  restrictions  regarding  the  sovereignty  «na 
securing  the  equal  interest  of  the  States,  he  pre- 
sumed mere  would  be  little  difference  of  opinion. 
He  could  not  but  hope,  that  those  who  tbmk  the 
better  construction  of  the  Constitution  is,  that 
Congress  now  have  the  power,  would  also  con- 
sent to  some  amendment.    They  must,  at  all 
events,  admit  that  it  is  far  from  bein^  a  clear, 
and  certainly  not  a  settled  matter,  and  m  view  of 
the  danger  always  attending  the  exercise  of  a 
doubtful  right  by  the  Federal  Government  against 
the  persevering  opposition  of  the  several  States, 
they  would  decide  whether,  instead  of  contesting 
this  matter  as  it  has  been  done  for  so  many  years, 
it  would  not  be  more  for  the  interest  of  the  nation, 
as  well  as  the  credit  of  the  Government,  to  place 
the  matter  on  well  defined  ground.    There  were 
many  strong  reasons  why  he  thought  this  course 
ought  to  be  pursued,  and  which,  at  theproper  time, 
he  would  take  the  iibertv  to  urge.    For  the  pre- 
sent, he  would  simply  add,  that,  independent  ot  the 
collisions  of  State  interests,  which  this  power  is 
more  likely  than  any  other  to  produce,  tne  exer- 
cise of  it  m  the  present  state  ol  the  Constitution, 
and  with  an  Executive  whose  reading  of  it  should 
be  different  from  that  of  the  present,  and  the  two 
who  last  preceded  him,  could  not  fail  to  be  grossly 
unequal  among  the  States;  because  it  is  well 
known  that  there  were  some  States  who  have 
invariably,  and  who  will,  as  long  as  they  prefer 
the  inviolability  of  the  Constitution  to  their  local 
interest,  continue  to  oppose  the  exercise  of  this 
power  with  them.    Without,  therefore,  the  ability 
to  prevent,  they  would  be  excluded  from  the  ben- 
efits of  its  exercise.     The  course  now  proposed 
had  been  earnestly  recommended  to  the  last  Con- 
gress by  the  present  Executive,  and.  when  the 
subject  came  up  for  discussion,  he  would  endeavor 
to  show  that  its  adoption  was  called  for  by  the 
best  interests  of  the  nation. 
Leave  was  then  granted,  and  Mr.  Van  Burin 


offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  rd 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading :  ' 

**  Resolved,  4*^.,  That  the  following  smeniimeDt 
the  Constitotion  of  the  United  States  be  proposed 
the  Legislatares  of  the  aaverml  States : 

**  Congress  shall  have  power  to  mtke  roadi  t] 
canals ;  bat  all  money  appropriated  for  this  purpo^ 
shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  States  accoi 
log  to  the  last  enumeration  of  their  respeciive  nui 
hers,  and  ipplied  to  the  making  and  repairbg 
roads  and  canals  within  the  several  States,  as  Cd 
gress  may  direct ;  but  any  State  may  consent  to  ^ 
appropriation  bj  Congress  of  its  quota  of  socfa  appi 
priation  in  the  making  or  repairing  of  roads  s{ 
canals,  without  its  own  limits  ;  no  such  road  or  cti) 
shsll,  however,  be  made  within  any  State,  witluj 
the  consent  of  the  Legislatnre  thereof,  and  all  sd 
money  shall  be  so  expended  under  their  directioo.' 

The  joint  resolution  reported  by  a  select  co| 
mittee  of  the  Senate,  proposing  an  amendmenl 
the  Constitution  in  regard  to  the  election  of  Pr 
ident  and  Vice  President,  was  taken  up,  and, 
motion  of  Mr.  Barbodr,  was  postponed,  a 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of  h 
claims  in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory 
Arkansas,  derived  from  the  Gh)vemments  of  F;aj 
and  Spain ;  and,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourn 


Friday,  January  23. 

The  President  communicated  a  memorial 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  lodia 
praying  the  co-operation  of  the  General  G 
ernment  in  effecting  a  canal  communication 
unite  the  River  Wabash  with  Lake  Erie.  } 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Conuj 
tee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Knight  presented  the  petition  of  Israel^ 
Potter,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  praying 
be  placed  on  the  roll  of  Revolationary  pensioiij 
The  petition  was  read,  aad  referred  to  the  C^ 
mittee  on  Pensions.  | 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  memorial  of  Jo^ 
White,  representing  the  ezpedteney  of  an  aj 
tional  duty  on  the  importation  of  linseed  oil  i 
the  United  States.  The  memorial  was  read, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  i 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  DiOKERSOif  presented  the  memorial  of  Jai 
Rowland  and  others,  of  Philadelphia ;  themei 
rial  of  Andrew  Jack  and  others,  of  Laocaj 
Pennsylvania ;  the  memorial  of  Stephen  M 
and  otners,  of  Morris  county.  New  Jersey ;  the  | 
morial  of  David  Allen  and  others,  of  New  Jerj 
and  the  memorial  of  Charles  Hoff  and  othei^ 
severally  praying  an,  additional  duty  on  the  im 
tation  of  foreign  iron,  and  on  certain  maQUJ 
tures  thereof.  The  memorials  were  read,  | 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  presented  the  memorial  oi 
Rowland,  and  others,  of  Philadelphia,  prayuj 
revision  of  the  tariff  for  the  purpose  of  protecl 
the  manufactures  ot  the  United  States.    The  I 
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moriai  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
oo  Coimnerce  and  Manufactares. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa* 
UTes  of  Firman  Le  Sieur,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  biii  for  the  relief  of  Celestin  Moreau,  oi 
Loamu,  was  read  a  third  tim&  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreseatatiTes 
aothoriziog  a  road  to  be  made  from  Memphis,  in 
Teooessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkaosas,  was  read  the  third  time,  and,  upon  the 
qflestioB  of  passing  it,  Mr.  Cbandles  said  that, 
as  he  doobted  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  this 
act,  he  reqaested  the  priTilese  of  recording  his 
name  against  iL  He,  therefore,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question ;  which  were  as 
follow! : 

Yiii— Memt.  Bsrboor,  Barton,  Brown,  Clayton, 
Dlckfnon,  Biton,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Elliott, 
Hayiie,  HoIidcb  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of 
LoQJsiaoa,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lloyd 
of  Mirjlaad,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  NoUe, 
hiner,  Psnott,  Ruggles,  Ssymoor,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Tifbr  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van  Dyka,  and  Wil- 
]iuu~S9. 

N'iTi-Me«a.  BeU,  Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Holmes  of 
Muat,  Kiog^  of  New  York,  Knight,   Macon,  and 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  SxTTB,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  of  the  Com- 
miitee  oo  the  memorial  of  the  President,  Direct- 
oSt  And  Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank,  in 
ProTidence,  Rhode  Island,  reported  a  bill  for  their 
rdief ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Os  motion,  by  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Poblie  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  further 
eoBsideraiion  of  the  memorial  of  Isaac  A.  Smith, 
and  oibcrs,  of  Florida,  presented  the  22d  De- 
«mher. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Barton,  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther coosideiation  of  the  petition  of  Charles  Mor- 
gat):  pr^seoted  on  the  18th  of  December,  it  was 
ordeied  that  the  motion  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.Kisra,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pohlic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  29th 
December,  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph 
Chastao^,  and  the  petition  of  Nicholas  Cook, 
tgent  for  the  heirs  of  Nicholas  Baadin,  reported 
t  bill  confirmine  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of  Nicho- 
l^Baodin,  and  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Chastang,  to 
<:«ruiQ  tracts  of  land,  which  was  read,  and  paused 
'•0  the  «eeoDd  reading. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflair«,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  13th  in- 
stani,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  in  rela- 
^OD  to  a  military  road  from  Fort  St.  Philip  to  the 
Eoglish  Tarn,  made  a  report,  together  with  a  bill 
to  aathorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
^Qse  to  be  made  a  military  road  from  Fort  St. 
Philip,  on  the  river  Mississippi,  to  the  English 
Tom,  u  an  aoxiliary  to  the  defence  of  New  Or- 
^\^^  The  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the 
»ul  pasBed  to  tne  second  reading,  and  the  report 


and  docoments  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  ofRezin 
Rawlings  and  John  Locke,  executors  of  Daniel 
Rawlings,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to  Monday  next,  and  the  report 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  tne  IJnit^  States  in  relation  to 
roads  and  canals,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Mis* 
souri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  derived  from  the 
Gk>yemments  of  France  and  Spain ;  and  the  fur* 
ther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  <^An  act  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  district  court  at  Mobile,  in 
the  District  of  Alabama,"  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto;  and  the  further  con* 
sideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  to  employ  an  additional  engrossing 
clerk,  during  the  indisposition  of  Samuel  Turner, 
jun»,  together  with  the  amendment  reported  there- 
to; and  the  amendment  being  agreed  to,  the  res- 
olution was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time,  as  amended. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Garrett  Fountain  was 
taken  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  pro- 
vides payment  for  the  rent  of  a  store  occupied  by 
the  Government,  in  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Rugolbs 
stated  the  grounds  of  the  claim.  The  bill  was 
then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  for  the  payment  of  prize  money  to  Lien- 
tenant  Francis  H.  Gregory,  and  others,  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  two  boats  which  captured  a  Brit- 
ish gunboat  upon  Lake  Ontario,  was  taken  up  in 
Committee  or  the  Whole.  Mr.  Lloti)^  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, stated  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  remarked  upon  the  gallantry  of  the  exploit. 
Messrs.  Benton  and  Lloto,  of  Maryland,  made 
some  remarks  upon  the  bill.  It  was  tnen  reported 
to  the  Senate,^  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time. 

SLOOPS  OF  WAR. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  anthorizinf  the 
building  of  an  additional  number  of  sloops  of  war 
for  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Parrott  said  that,  upon  examination  into 
this  subject,  he  had  found  that  the  Government 
had,  at  different  times,  built  twelve  or  thirteen 
vessels  of  the  description  proposed  to  be  built,  un- 
der this  act ;  that  this  class  of  vessels  were  of  the 
greatest  use,  both  in  peace  and  war ;  that  the  ex- 
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perience  of  the  last  year  furnishes  proof  enough  of 
their  utility.  The  outrages  committed  by  the  pi- 
rates in  the  West  Indian  seas  had  shown  the  ne- 
cessity of  vessels  of  such  a  size  as  were  best  fitted 
to  protect  our  commerce.  In  1803  Congress  had 
authorized  the  building  of  four  vessels  of  sixteen 
guns,  in  1804  two  others  were  built,  and  in  1813 
six  additional  vessels  of  the  same  class — ^making, 
in  the  whole,  twelve  vessels.  By  shipwreck,  de- 
cay, and  disaster,  a  considerable  portion  of  these 
vessels  were  lost ;  and  there  now  only  remained 
three  or  four  of  them,  and  those  not  of  the  best 
kind.  By  passing  this  act,  Congreiis  would  only 
restore  the  former  number  of  slooj^  of  war.  The 
great  amount  of  our  trade  to  the  West  Indies,  re- 
quiring the  protection  of  the  Government^  could 
be  protected  in  no  better  way  than  by  this  class 
of  vessels;  and  when  their  general  utility  and 
efficiency  were  considered,  Mr.  P.  hoped  the  bill 
would  not  be  opposed.  He  said  if  the  bill  should 
pass,  that  probably  all  the  vessels  would  not  be 
Duilt  this  year,  and  that  the  money  would  not  be 
called  for  immediately;  probably  three  years  would 
elapse  before  the  ten  vessels,  authorized  by  the 
bill,  would  be  completed. 

Mr.  Chanoler  had  no  objection  to  this  class 
of  vessels ;  but  he  thought  the  Navy,  both  in  re- 
spect to  the  large  and  the  small  vessels,  was  about 
to  be  increased  beyond  what  the  circumstances  of 
the  country  require.  He  believed  that  if  Ave  ves- 
sels, of  the  class  proposed  in  the  bill,  were  built, 
it  would  be  amply  sumcient.  He,  therefore,  moved 
to  strike  out  the  word  ^*  ten"  from  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  read  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  stating  it  as  his  opinion  that  the 
economy  and  convenience  of  the  service  required 
an  addition  of  as  many  as  ten  vessels  of  this  class. 
Mr.  L.  made  some  few  remarks  in  support  of  the 
bill.  He  said  that  the  small  number  or  navy  yards 
on  our  seacoast  rendered  it  probable  that  not  more 
than  five  or  six  of  the  vessels  would  be  built  the 
present  year,  if  the  act  passed  in  its  present  shape ; 
and,  consequently,  that  not  more  than  $400,000 
or  ^00,000  of  the  money  would  be  wanted  within 
the  year,  and  that  economy  in  building  them  would 
be  promoted  by  this  delay,  as  the  timber  could  be 
purchased,  and  time  allowed  for  it  to  season. 

Mr.  Smith  thought  the  Senate  ought  to  have 
some  regard  to  the  finances  of  the  country,  while 
acting  upon  bills  of  this  kind,  and  to  recollect 
that  this  specific  appropriation  was  over  and  above 
the  annual  appropriation  of  $500,000  for  the  in- 
crease of  the  Navy;  that  not  only  the  cost  of 
building  these  vessels  should  be  taken  into  view, 
but  also  the  annual  expense  of  supporting  them 
afterwards;  that  the  great  demands  upon  the 
Treasury,  for  the  disbursement  of  the  public  debt 
and  other  purposes,  should  be  considered.  He 
hoped,  if  the  bill  should  pass,  that  the  building  of 
these  vessels  would  not  be  confined  to  those  places 
where  the  navv  yards  were  established,  but  that 
contracts  would  be  made  in  other  ports,  in  order 
to  give  their  mechanics  a  share  oi  the  business. 
He  concluded  by  moving  the  postponement  of  the 
bill  till  Tuesday  next. 


Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  did  not  rise  foi 
the  purpose  of  opposing  the  postponement  of  the 
bill,  for  he  was  always  in  favor  of  giving  time 
for  inquiry,  but  he  wished  to  raise  his  voice  agaiDsi 
building  any  public  vessels  by  contract;  be  would 
not  vote  one  dollar  to  build  by  contract.  The 
pernicious  effects  of  this  mode  of  building  had 
been  sufficiently  proved.  In  Great  Britain  public 
vessels  built  by  contract  had  frequently  rotted  b^ 
fore  they  were  off  the  stocks. 

Messrs.  Holmes  of  Maine,  Llotu  of  Mary- 
land, Macon,  and  Lowrie,  each  made  a  few  re- 
marks upon  the  subject,  and  the  motion  to  post- 
pone, to  Tuesday  next,  prevailed. 

OFFICERS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  ScTMODR,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Con- 
tingent Expenses  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  12th  instant,  the  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  fixing 
the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Seoate 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
of  the  Clerks  employed  in  their  offices,  and  of  the 
Librarian,"  passed  April  18, 1818,  together  with 
the  amendment  proposed  thereto,  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendment;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Seymour,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Con- 
tingent Expenses  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  was 
referred^  on  the  15th  instant,  a  resolution  directing 
an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  electing,  at  stated 
periods,  tne  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  the  Principal 
and  Engrossing  Clerks,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
and  Doorkeeper,  and  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper  oi 
the  Senate,  made  a  report,  together  with  the  fol' 
lowing  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Senate  shall  U 
chosen  by  the  Senate  on  the  second  Monday  of  th( 
first  sesiion  of  the  Nineteenth  Congress,  and  on  thi 
second  Monday  of  the  first  session  of  every  CoDgresf 
thereafter. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sergeant-at-Armi  and  Door< 
keeper,  and  Assistant  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  Senate  on  the  second  Monday  of  th( 
first  session  of  the  Nineteenth  Congress,  and  on  tb( 
second  Monday  of  the  first  session  of  every  Coogre« 
thereafter. 

The  report  and  resolutions  were  read,  and  oi 
motion  the  Senate  adjourned. 


I 

Monday,  January  26. 
Under  authority  of  a  resolution,  introduced  soisi 
days  ago  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  and  subs^ 
quently  passed  by  the  senate,  the  Vice  Presidcni 
announced,  to-day,  from  the  Chair,  that  he  ha( 
adopted  the  following  regulations : 

All  persons,  except  members  of  Congress,  and  thj 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  Hoaie  < 
Representatives,  and  their  officers  and  assistants,  i^ 
excluded  from  the  Secretary's  office.  j 

The  picture  room,  adjacent  to  the  office  of  the  Sm 
retary  of  the  Senate,  to  be  closed  while  the  Senate  as 
sitting.  J 

All  persons  offering  fruit  and  refreshments,  are  a 
claded  from  the  passages  leading  to  the  Senate,  ai 
from  the  rooms  set,  or  to  be  set  apart  for  their  use*  1 

No  persons,  except  members  of  the  Senate,  of  tlj 
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ffowe  of  KeprtsenUttvet,  and  the  Hetdi  of  the  De- 
^itneDU,  be  lUowed  a  place  under  the  gallery,  and 
iiih  the  exeeptioo  of  the  membera  of  the  Hoase,  the 
Eletdt  of  Dqwitments,  officers  of  the  Senate,  and 
{teoographcn,  that  no  person  be  allowed  a  place  upon 
the  floor  of  the  Senate,  unless  introduced  by  a  Senator. 

The  PusiDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
)f  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  statement 
>f  the  expenditures  of  the  appropriation,  made  by 
he  act  or  1819,  for  the  civilization  of  the  Indian 
ribes  adjoining  the  frontiers;  and  the  report  was 
ead. 

The  Presidbxt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
if  the  Secreury  of  the  Department  of  War,  made 
Q  pursoaoce  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  20th 
)f  April,  1818,  exhibiting  the  names  or  the  clerks 
mpJoyed  in  that  Department  during  the  year 
.823,  and  the  amount  received  by  each;  and  the 
e|»rt  was  read. 

Tbe  Prebideitt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
)f  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made 
n  cooformitj  to  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  Con- 
fiess  of  the  3d  March,  1809,  showing  the  expen- 
fitore  of  tbe  moneys  appropriated  for  the  contin- 
,^ent  expenses  of  the  Military  Establishment,  for 
he  year  1823;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  FiBBi^T  presented  the  memorial  of  Benja- 
nin  Meais^and  others,  praying  an  additional  duty 
)n  imported  iron,  and  on  certain  manufactures 
ibereof;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  \oBL£  presented  the  petition  of  John  Mont- 
^merr,  praying  compensation  for  a  boat  impressed 
Dto  tbe  service  of  tne  United  States,  during  the 
itevar.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
hi  Committee  on  Claims. 

^  Mr.  Lanxan  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
^taoiford,  who  was  appointed  an  Assistant  Dep- 
tir  Paymaster  €reneral  during  the  late  war,  sta- 
ll^;: that,  owing  to  the  destruction  of  his  vouchers 
;f  ^it,  in  the  jear  1817,  he  has  been  prevented 
rom  obtaining  a  credit  for  the  sums  expended  in 
^^  public  service,  and  praying  the  passing  of  an 
>ct  to  attihorize  the  equitable  settlement  of  his 
iccoQQis.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 

be  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  HoLHEs,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee 
»  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  better 

0  secure  the  accountability  of  public  officers,  and 

)^m,  reported  it,  with  amendments ;  which  were 


Mr.  RcQQLEe,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to'viiom  was  referred,  on  the  17th  December,  the 

iiioa  of  Joseph  Forrest,  reported  a  bill  for  the 

•^t  of  Joseph  Forrest;  which  was  read,  and 

^  lo  the  second  reading. 

MT.  LowRiE  submitted  the  following  motion 
"co(i,i(leration: 

^^ttd,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  in- 
^ttii  toioqaire  into  the  propriety  of  placing  James 

^"'^^.  I  wounded  soldier  of  the  late  war,  upon  the 

The  Ul^  entitled  "An   act  for  the  relief  of 
"fett  Fountain,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 


The  bill  rewarding  the  officers  and  crews  of 
two  gigs,  or  small  boats,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Francis  H.  Gregory,  of  the  United 
States  Navv,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  temporary  em- 
ployment of  an  additional  engrossing  clerk,  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of 
Rezin  Rawlings  and  John  Locke,  executors  of 
Daniel  Rawlings,  deceased ;  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  cordage,  manufactured  in  the  United 
States  from  foreign  hemp,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill  reetilating  the  transportation  of  gold 
and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and  jewels,  and  carry- 
ing of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit  the  receipt  of 
merchandise  in  the  public  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  to  be  made  a  military  road 
from  Fort  St.  Philip,  on  the  river  Mississippi  to 
the  English  Turn,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  defence 
of  New  Orleans,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Direct- 
ors, and  Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  in 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill  confirming  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of 
Nicholas  Baudin,  and  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Chas- 
tang,  to  certain  tracts  of  land,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill,  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  for  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
and  Territory  of  Arkansas.  Mr.  Barton  stated 
the  principles  of  the  bill.  Messrs.  Chandler 
and  LowfiiE  made  some  remarks  upon  it,  and  it 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JoBNeoN,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authori- 
sing the  present  register  of  the  land  office  at  Opelou- 
•as,  Loaiiiana,  to  make  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury a  report  of  all  the  land  claims  filed  in  his  office,  in 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  *'An  act  supplementair  to  the  several  acta 
for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,"  passed  11th  of  May,  1820,  and  to  per- 
form such  other  duties,  in  relation  to  the  said  dums, 
as  should  have  been  performed  by  the  former  register 
of  the  said  land  claims. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict court  in  Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Alahama, 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
Kelly  proposed  some  amendments  in  the  details 
of  the  bill ;  which  were  remarked  upon  by  Mr. 
King  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Barbour,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  Senate.  Mr.  Kelly  then  stated 
the  propriety  of  passing  this  bill,  as  being  neces- 
sary for  the  judicial  convenience  of  the  people  of 
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the  State  of  Alabama.  The  bill  was  reported  to 
the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settlement 
of  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  Flor- 
ida ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Eaton,  it  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Contingent  Fund,  providing  for  the  biennial 
election  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate,  was  taken 
Qp  for  consideration.  Some  remarks  were  made 
upon  it  by  Messrs.  Lanman,  Mills,  and  Holmes 
oi  Maine.  A  motion  bjr  Mr.  Lanman  to  post- 
pone the  subject  indefinitely  was  lost ;  and  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Smith  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  gradual  supply  of  can- 
non, bombs,  and  howitzers,  for  the  fortincacions. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mills,  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Amasa 
Stetson,  and  the  documents  relating  thereto,  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

THE  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE. 

Mr.  Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  se- 
lect committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  an  intended  visit  of  the  Marqub 
De  Lafayette  to  the  United  States,  reported  the 
following  amended  resolutions : 

The  Marqais  De  Lafayette  having  expressed  his 
intention  to  revisit  this  ooantrj : 

Besohedj  bv  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represenia- 
Hvee  of  the  united  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembud,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  commu- 
nicate to  him  the  assurances  of  grateful  and  aflbction- 
ate  attachment  still  eberished  for  him  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States. 

And  be  it  further  resolved^  That,  whenever  the  Pre- 
aident  shall  be  informed  of  the  time  when  the  Marqais 
may  be  ready  to  embark,  that  a  national  ship  (with 
suitable  accommodation)  be  employed  to  bring  him  to 
the  United  States. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Hatne  said,  that  the  committee,  to  whom 
these  resplutions  were  referred,  had  directed  him 
to  report  them  in  a  shape  which,  it  is  believed, 
will  meet  the  wishes,  and  accord  with  the  views, 
of  every  gentleman  in  this  House.  I  may,  said 
he,  be  permitted,  individually,  to  indulge  this  hope, 
not  only  from  the  character  of  the  proposition,  but 
also  from  the  unanimity  which  prevailed  in  the 
committee,  composed,  as  it  was,  with  the  single 
exception  of  him  who  now  addresses  you,  of  states- 
men and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution;  men  who 
have  fought  and  bled,  or  suffered,  in  the  cause  of 
their  country,  and  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to 
the  highest  respect. 

I  have  seldom,  said  Mr.  Hatne,  had  a  more  de- 
lightful duty  to  perform,  than  that  of  reporting 
these  resolutions  m  honor  of  the  Marquis  De  La- 
fayette---resolutions  intended  to  give  expression  to 
the  feelings  of  veneration  and  attachment  which 
the  people  of  the  United  States  have  always  cher- 
ished for  that  gallant  soldier  and  devoted  patriot. 


After  an  absence  from  this  country  of  nearly  h; 
a  century,  his  services  are  still  ^'freshly  remei 
bered,"  while  his  virtues  are  enshrined  in  ere 
American  heart.  There  are  men  still  left  amoi 
us,  who  were  his  companions  in  arms,  or  wl 
from  their  high  stations  in  the  public  service,  w 
nessed  his  exertions  in  the  field.  I  behold  some 
them  now  around  me,  occupying  seats  in  this  Ha 
and  honoring,  by  their  presence,  the  counciL 
their  country;  men,  whose  heads  have  tnde 
been  bleached  by  the  revolution  of  many  Wiote 
but  whose  hearts  time  has  had  no  power  to  cbi 
Their  bosoms  still  swell  with  patriotic  emoiioi 
and  the  warm  current  of  unbroken  affection  rash 
strongly  towards  the  friends  of  their  youth,  ai 
their  old  companions  in  arms.  Perhaps  there  e 
ists  no  stronger  tie  than  that  which  binds  the  p 
triot  and  soldier  to  those  with  whom  he  has  shar 
common  dangers,  and  achieved  common  victorit 
Such  men,  said  Mr.  H.,  will  excuse  me,  the  mei 
bers  of  this  honorable  body  will  indulge  me,  whilt 
dwell,  for  a  few  moments,  on  the  character  a; 
services  of  the  gallant  Lafayette.  We  are,  it 
true,  no  strangers  to  his  historv,  yet  we  may  reci 
some  of  the  incidents  of  his  lite  with  perfect  nt 
faction,  as  few  men  have  ever  exhibited  so  mai 
purity  in  motive,  and  so  much  virtue  in  condDi 
The  era  of  the  American  Revolution  found  i 
Marquis  Lafayette  a  young  man,  (only  ninete 
years  of  age,)  in  attendance  at  the  Court  of  h 
sovereign,  the  Kin^  of  France.  A  nobleman  I 
birth,  of  a  distinguished  family,  and  the  heir  to 
larffe  fortune,  he  might  be  said,  in  the  languai 
of  Lord  Byron,  to  have  been  "  bred  an  aristocral 
That  the  earliest  reflections  of  such  a  man  shou 
have  made  him  aspire  to  the  character  of  t 
benefactor  of  mankind;  that  his  very  first  si 
should  have  placed  him  by  the  side  of  patriots  a] 
heroes  who  were  fighting  the  t>attles  of  freedoi 
establishes  beyond  all  question  that  he  was  a  ms 
"  cast  in  no  common  mould."  While  other  nobj 
men  of  his  age  and  standing  were  swejling  tl 

Komp  and  pageantry  of  power,  he  resisted  t 
landishments  of  the  Court;  clewed  his  bres 
against  the  influence  of  pleasure;  tore  hims< 
from  his  kindred  and  his  native  land^  to  vindical 
in  America,  the  rights  of  man.  It  is  recorded 
the  historians  of  the  day,  that  the  American  Coi 
missioners  at  Paris,  in  consequence  of  an  unfav( 
able  turn  in  the  tide  of  our  affairs,  strongly  d| 
suaded  the  youthful  soldier  from  taking  tA 
decisive  step,  and  it  is  positively  asserted,  that  ti 
French  Monarch,  so  far  from  encoaraging  the  e 
terprise,  actually  issued  orders  for  his  arrest.  Thi 
were  unavailing ;  for  what  obstacles  are  iosup| 
able  to  the  noble  in  soul — ^the  firm  in  heart— t 
steadfast  in  purpose  ?  Lafayette  fitted  out  an  < 
pedition  at  his  own  private  expense,  and  ^^^ 
himself  and  his  fortunes  in  the  cause  of  freedoi 
He  arrived  at  Charleston  earlv  in  1777,  and  oi 
withstanding  his  extreme  youtn,  was  immedislj 
appointed  by  Congress  a  Major  Greneral  in  I 
American  Army.  From  that  period  to  the  t^ 
nation  of  the  contest,  he  performed,  with  extrt^ 
dinary  zeal  and  fidelity,  all  the  duties  iQ<^^^^|!  j 
his  exalted  station,  and  proved  himself,  ou  ail  f 
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casioQs,  a  high-miaded  and  accomplished  gentle- 
iaaQ,&gaiUDt  soldier,  and  a  coDsummate  Captain. 
At  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  he  freely  shed  his 
blood  in  oor  service,  and  in  the  campaign  of  1781, 

he  was  iQtiusted  by  WASHiif  qton  with  the  com- 
mand of  a  separate  army  for  the  defence  of  Vir- 
ginia.  He  folfilied  that  high  daty  to  the  perfect 
satis&etion  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  to 
the  a4ffliration  of  the  whole  country.  It  is  saffi- 
cie9(  praise  to  laj  that,  on  that  occasion,  he,  with 
2  rery  iafcrior  force,  baflEled  the  skill,  and  fnis- 
tiated  tile  plaas  of  the  ^'  all-accomplished  Corn- 
wtJlis." 

All  who  bew  Lafayette  during  the  Rerolution, 
beat  united  testimony  to  his  uncommon  merit 
The  hbtories  of  that  day  are  filled  with  instances 
of  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct.  But  why 
maliiply  proo£i?  His  beit  eulogy  was  embraced 
in  a  single  sentence :  Wa sb i ngton  iom  hU  /Hmd  ! 
Witness  the  letter  written  by  his  own  hand  while 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Emperor  of 
Germaoy,  (soliciting  the  release  of  the  Marquis 
bom  the  prison  into  which  he  had  been  thrown,) 
hieathiog  in  every  line  a  brotherly  affection ;  and 
in  which  he  declares,  ^'  that  his  friendship  for  the 
Marquis  Lafayette  has  been  constant  and  sincere." 
WiBBinQTOH  neyer  forgot — he  never  ceased  to 
love  him;  and  his  last  will  affords  evidence  that 
he  eberislied  for  him  feelings  which  not  even  the 
prospect  of  death  could  extinguish.  Lafayette 
M  not  ieare  our  shores  until  lie  had  seen  us  a 
ii^  and  independent  nation :  and  from  that  mo- 
DKot  to  the  present,  he  has  claimed,  as  the  proud- 
est of  bis  titles,  that  of  an  American  citizen. 

I  will  pass  over  the  troubles  in  which  he  has 
been  constantlv  involved  since  his  return  to  France, 
wnb  the  single  remark,  that  it  will  be  recorded 
^theeandid  historian  of  this  eventful  age,  that, 
amidst  scenes  of  blood,  in  which  unhappy  France 
ba^  been  steeped,  the  hands  of  Lafayette  were  un- 
stained; and  tboueh  surrounded  bv  temptations, 
before  which  the  best  hearts  and  best  minds  of 
Europe  hare  fallen,  he  has  ^  held  fast  his  integ- 
nty  to  the  end."  The  United  States  have  at  no 
pniod  been  unmindful  of  the  debt  which  they  owe 
to  the  Marquis  Lafayette.  They  have  recorded 
their  gratiinde,  not  merely  by  repeated  votes  of 
thanks,  bothy  more  substantial  deeds;  nor  should 
it  erer  be  forgotten,  that  it  was  an  American 
citizen  who  opened  the  doors  of  his  dungeon  at 
Oimaiz. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  these  resolutions  are 
nperfluoos,  or  that  they  add  nothing  to  the  ex- 
psmii  of  the  national  eratitude.  The  moral 
^tof  metsores  of  this  character  is  very  great. 
"^  act  Oft  public  opinion,  (that  lever  bv  which 
^  modem  world  is  moved ;)  they  purirv  puUic 
feeling  and  ennoble  public  sentiment,  teaching  the 
rising  generation  the  great  lessons  of  patriotism 
sndcfdoty.  Republics  have  been  charged  with 
^^radiode,  and  Europeans,  ignorant  of  the  whole 
stroetore  of  our  Government  and  the  course  of 
t^Qi  policy,  have  supposed  that  the  charge  is  justi- 
^sd  by  our  own  example.  But,  when  it  shall,  at 
^^^iQ^fnture  period,  come  to  be  known  abroad  how 
^e  Unit»i  States  have,  on  all  occasions,  acted 


towards  the  Marquis  Lafayette  \  when  it  shall  be 
understood  that,  in  addition  to  the  other  proofs  of 
our  gratitude,  (which  I  am  not  disposed  here  to 
enumerate,)  we  approached  him  in  his  old  age 
with  the  expressions  of  our  affectionate  attach- 
ment; it  may  perhaps  be  acknowledged  that  there 
can  be  no  better  inheritance  than  the  gratitude  of 
a  free  people. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject,  said  Mr. 
H.,  entitled  to  some  weight.  It  is  the  moral  effect 
of  the  proposed  measure  on  our  own  country.  No 
one*  acquainted  with  the  American  character,  can 
doubt  that  the  Marquis  Lafayette  will  meet  with 
such  a  reception  here  as  is  due  to  the  friend  of 
Wasriii GTON.  He  will  be  met  by  the  few  survi- 
vors of  the  Revolution,  (his  former  companions 
in  arms,)  with  the  warmth  of  an  old  and  tried 
affection ;  he  will  find  in  the  hands  of  some  of 
them  the  treasured  memorials  of  his  ancient  friend- 
ship ;  he  will  be  greeted  with  enthusiasm  by  mil- 
lions of  freemen.  How  enviable  will  be  the  feel- 
ing of  that  venerable  man.  when,  in  traversing 
this  great  Republic,  he  shall  behold  every  where 
the  triumph  of  order,  peace,  [>olitical  and  religious 
liberty,  unexampled  prosperity,  and  unequalled 
happiness?  and  when  he  shall  feel,  and  know, 
and  hear  it  every  where  acknowledged,  that  these 
blessings  are  in  part  the  fruit  of  his  efforts ! 

The  Marquis  Lafayette  has  signified  his  wish 
to  visit  our  country.  He  must  not  be  suffered  to 
approach  it  as  an  undistinguished  stranger.  He 
must  come  protected  bv  the  flag  under  which  he 
has  so  often  fought,  ana  so  often  conquered. 

These  resolutions  are  worthy  of  the  National 
Legislature;  they  will  find  a  response  in  every 
American  bosom.  I  hope,  I  trust,  they  will  pass 
the  Senate  as  they  have  done  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, by  a  unanimous  vote. 

The  happiest  moment  in  the  life  of  the  Mar- 
ouis  Lafayette  was  probably  that  when,  finding 
that  France  had  acknowledged  the  independence 
of  the  United  States,  he  rushed  into  the  presence 
of  Washington,  and  throwing  himself  on  the 
bosom  of  his  friend,  burst  into  a  flood  of  patriotic 
tears.  But,  should  we  pass  this  resolution,  he  is 
destined  to  experience  still  more  exalted  happiness, 
when  he  shall  be  assured,  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  American  Congress^  "  of  the  grateful  and 
affectionate  attachment  still  cherished  for  him  bv 
the  Qovernment  and  people  of  the  United  States," 
and  when  he  shall  be  hailed  by  ten  millions  of 
freemen  as  their  benefactor. 

Mr.  Chandler  expressed  his  assent  to  the  reso- 
lution as  reported  by  the  select  committee.  It 
was  unanimously  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time;  and,  subsequently,  had  its 
third  reading,  by  general  consent,  and  passed. 


Tuesday,  January  27. 
The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State, 
prepared  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  first  of  March  last,  exhibiting  the  fac- 
tories, in  each  State,  employed  in  manufacturing 
for  sale  such  articles  as  would  be  liable  to  duties 
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if  imported  from  foreign  countries.  The  report 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Kilton,  and  others,  the  memorial  of  Matthew 
Davis,  and  others ;  the  memorial  of  Cyrus  Jacobs, 
and  others ;  the  memorial  of  Aaron  Erwin,  and 
others ;  also,  the  memorial  of  John  Dowlen,  and 
others ;  severally  praying  additional  duties  on  im- 
ported iron,  and  on  certain  manufactures  thereof. 
The  memorials  were  read,  and  severally  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  the  petition  of  Con- 
rad Ten  Eyck,  of  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  praying  indemnification  for  a  quantity 
of  merchandise,  of  which  he  was  plundered  by 
the  Chippewa  Indians,  during  the  late  war;  and 
for  which  it  was  their  intention  to  provide,  by  a 
supplemental  article  of  a  treaty,  concluded  be- 
tween the  said  Indians  and  the  Commissioner 
acting  on  behalf  of  the  United  States.  The  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  presented  the  petition  of  Eliz- 
abeth McFarland,  praying  relief,  in  consideration 
of  the  wounds  received  by  her  husband  at  the 
battle  of  Chippewa,  and  of  which  he  has  since 
died. 

Mr.  RuGGLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  26th  December,  the 
memorial  of  Walter  S.  Chandler,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Walter  S.  Chandler ;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  fifth 
January,  the  petition  of  Peter  H.  Hobart  and 
Lewis  Judson,  reported  a  bill  confirming  the  claim 
of  Peter  H.  Hobart  and  Lewis  Judson  to  a  certain 
tract  of  land ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  5th 
instant,  the  petition  of  Charles  Parent,  reported  a 
bill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  Charles  Parent  to  two  tracts  of 
land  ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of  James  Hunter 
and  John  P.  Williamson,  presented  and  referred 
on  the  30th  December. 

Mr.  Smith  .asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  gradual  supply  of  cannon,  bombs, 
and  howitz,  for  the  fortifications ;  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  26th  instant,  to  instruct  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  plac- 
ing James  Morrow  upon  the  pension  list ;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  I  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Forrest  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
es  umed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 


sideration of  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  fo^ 
debt ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mills,  the  furthei 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to^and  mad^ 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Friday  next. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  nolding  the  districi 
court  in  Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  wa^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  claims 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  J^erritory  of  Arkani 
sas,  under  French  and  Spanish  titles,  was  takefl 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  After  some  d& 
bate,  in  which  Messrs.  Barton,  Chandleb,  Kingj 
of  New  York,  Lowrib,  and  Benton,  took  part, 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  ta 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

LAND  CLAIMS  IN  LOUISIANA. 

The  following  resolatioo,  proposed  yesterday  b] 
Mr.  Johnson,  o?  Louisiana,  was  taUcen  up  for  cooi 
sideiation : 

**  Seaoived,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Publi^ 
Lands  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  (^ 
authorizing  the  present  register  of  the  land  office  «| 
Opelousas,  Louisiana,  to  make,  to  the  Secretary  o{ 
the  Treasury,  a  report  of  all  the  land  claims  filed  iij 
his  office,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  o| 
Congress,  entitled  *'Xn  act  supplementary  to  the  sev^ 
eral  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  Sut^ 
of  Louisiana,"  passed  11th  May,  1820;  and  to  per^ 
form  such  other  duties  in  relation  to  said  claims,  ai 
should  have  been  performed  by  the  former  register  oj 
the  said  land  office." 

Mr.  Johnson,  in  support  of  his  resolution,  r& 
marked,  that,  by  the  act  of  1820,  the  registers  of 
the  land  offices  at  New  Orleans,  Opeldusas,  aD(j 
Ouachita,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  were  requiri 
ed  to  receive  notices,  in  writing,  of  all  land  claioM 
in  their  respective  districts,  which  had  not  previ' 
ously  been  filed  and  acted  on,  with  such  evidence 
as  might  be  offered,  with  respect  to  them  -,  and  to 
make,  to  the  Secretary  of  tne  Treasury,  on  the 
first  day  of  January  thereafter,  a  report  of  all  th^ 
claims  filed  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  tb^ 
said  act.  He  said,  that  the  registers  at  New  Or- 
leans, and  at  Ouachita,  faithfully  performed  th^ 
duties  required  of  them  by  the  law  alluded  to^an^ 
that  their  reports  were  acted  upon  by  Congress  at 
the  last  session.  But  he  regretted  that  ne  was 
constrained  to  say,  that  the  former  register  at  Ope^ 
lousas  had  grossly  violated  his  duty,  and  that  the 
people  of  the  district  had,  in  consequence,  been; 
subjected  to  great  inconvenience.  No  report  had 
yet  been  received  from  him ;  and  as  he  was,  som^ 
time  since,  appointed  to  another  office,  it  is  oe-\ 
lieved,  by  the  secretaryr  of  the  Treasury,  that  the 
register  now  in  office  is  not  authorized  to  make 
the  report  contemplated  by  the  act  alluded  to.  The 
object  of  his  resolution,  therefore,  he  said,  is,  ^o 
obtain  an  act  giving  the  necessary  authority  to  the 
present  register. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

SLOOPS  OF  WAR. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  t^f 
Whole,  to  consider  the  bill  authorizing  an  addi- 
tional number  of  sloops  of  war,  for  the  navaJ  ser- 
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rice  of  the  United  States.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
UuTD,  of  Massachusetts,  the  bill  was  amended, 
by  mserting  ihe  words,  '^  as  soon  as  suitable  ma- 
terials can  be  procured."  and,  also,  by  striking  out 
ihe  claase  respecting  the  sum  to  be  appropriated. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  jn  support  of 
the  bill.  He  went  generally  into  a  consideration  of 
the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  gave,  at  length,  an  illus- 
tratioii  of  the  usefulness  and  gallantry  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  expediency  of  in- 
creasing the  Naval  Establishment,  by  the  addi- 
don  of  the  ten  sloops  of  war  proposed  in  the  bill, 
whether  considerea  in  reference  to  a  due  appor- 
tioomeDt,  or  classification,  of  the  naval  force  of 
the  United  States ;  as  a  scnool  for  the  preparation 
of  officers  for  higher  and  more  important  com- 
mands; and  as  a  measure  of  economy,  to  prevent 
the  employmeot  of  the  larger  vessels  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  commerce,  on  our  own  coasts,  in 
t^  Mediterranean,  and  in  the  Pacific ;  and  con- 
eloded  br  expressing  his  hope,  that  as  many  of  the 
slooos  of  war  should  be  authorized  to  be  built 
foftnwith,  as  suitable  materials  can  be  provided 
for;  and  that  preparation  be  made  for  building 
tiie remainder, not  exceeding  ten,  the  year  ensuing. 

Mr.  Chandler  was  still  opposed  to  this  bill — ^he 
i^d  no  objection  to  an  augmentation  of  the  naval 
force,  so  far  as  it  was  necessary — but  he  thought 
it  better  not  to  build  vessels  faster  than  the  service 
required;  and  that  &ve  vessels  would  be  as  many 
as  were,  at  this  time,  necessary. 

Mr.  SjfiTfi  had  no  objection  to  providing  that 
tiie  materials  for  building  the  vessels  in  question, 
tbodd  be  prepared — ^for  ne  thought  it  highly  ne- 
cts^ry  that  tae  timber  should  m  seasoned — and 
bepresamed  the  attention  of  the  Navy  Department 
would  be  confined  to  the  purchase  of  the  timber 
ooIjT,  at  present.  He  thought  it  was  not  necessary, 
at  m  time,  to  so  into  a  consideration  of  the  ser- 
vices rendered  by  the  Navy.  Those  who  were 
<x|ce  opposed  to  the  Navy,  had  now  become  its 
friends.  At  one  time,  there  had  been  a  general 
antipathy  towards  a  Navy;  particularly  among 
f^«  persons  then  composing  one  of  the  great  parties 
in  the  coantry ;  he,  himself,  had  always  been  in 
favor  of  it  A  short  time  before  the  war,  the  sub- 
ject was  brought  before  Congress :  and  a  very 
able  inTcstigation  was  made.  He  had  no  doubt, 
at  that  time,  but  the  general  voice  of  the  nation 
was  in  faror  of  a  navy ;  but  still  an  antipathy 
vas^  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  entertained 
^nstjt.  But  nearly  all  had  now  become  friendly 
•on.  The  late  war  nad  obviously  shown  the  ne- 
«»iiy  of  a  Navy.  By  that  war,  it  had  been  fully 
coafirmed  that,  when  we  met  on  equal  terms,  we 
were  folly  competent  to  cope  with  any  enemy,  on 
the  ocean.  The  battles  on  Lake  Erie  and  Cham- 
piato  bad  folly  refuted  all  theories  against  a  naval 
lofce.  The  principal  partof  our  glory  in  that  war, 
^^  gained  upon  the  water.  He  believed  the  de- 
s^iion  of  vessels  referred  to  in  this  act  was  very 
BsetnU that  they  fumbh  employment  for  our 
youn^  officers,  which  he  considered  a  very  im- 
portant circumstance.  Our  seamen  are  always 
f^dy  for  service — but  not  so  with  the  officers — 
^^^  require  practice,  and  knowledge  of  seaman- 


ship, and  to  be  accustomed  to  command — these 
qualifications  are  only  to  be  obtained  in  service. 
In  this  way  they  are  prepared  for  maintaining  the 
glory  which  the  country  has  already  obtained. 

But  still  it  is  possible  we  may  go  too  far  in  the 
business  of  increasing  the  Navy.  It  is  always  an 
indispensable  duty  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  finances 
of  the  country.  Congress  should  not  go  to  such 
expenditures  on  account  of  the  Navy,  as  to  make 
that  unpopular,  which  was  now  popular.  This 
consideration  had  induced  him  to  make  the  re- 
marks on  this  subject,  which  he  made  to  the  Sen- 
ate the  other  day.  And  he  felt  glad  that  the  gen- 
tleman froirt  Massachusetts  had  seen  fit  to  amend 
the  bill,  so  as  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Senate  upon 
his  view.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  did  not  precisely  agree 
with  the  honorable  member,  in  regard  to  the  sit- 
uation of  the  financial  concerns  of  the  country. 
The  probable  balances  in  the  Treasury  could  not 
always  be  considered  as  being  at  the  disposal  of 
Congress.  When  certain  sums  are  appropriated 
for  expenditures,  they  may  be  .spent  within  the 
year;  and,  therefore,  future  balances  cannot  be 
safely  calculated  upon.  .  It  was  stated  that  there 
would  not  be  more  than  nine  millions  in  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  1st  January,  1825.  If  the  law  for 
purchasing  seven  per  cent,  stock  should  be  taken 
advantage  of  by  the  holders  of  the  stock,  these 
purchases  would  require  a  part  of  that  amount. 
The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  will 
have  a  right  to  demand  nine  millions  from  the 
Treasury.  To  meet  all  the  demands,  at  least  fif- 
teen millions  will  be  necessary,  on  the  1st  January, 
1825 ;  and,  to  raise  this  sum,  a  loan  may  be  ne- 
cessary. If  the  present  appropriation  were  re- 
duced to  one-half  the  amount  at  first  proposed,  he 
thought  it  probable  not  more  than  half  this  re- 
duced sum  would  be  required,  during  the  present 
year ;  and,  thus  modified,  he  should  he  willing  to 
vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  LowRiE  said,  he  had  not  yet  obtained  the 
information  to  which  he  had  alluded,,  when  this 
subject  was  before  the  Senate  some  days  since, 
and  was  not  auite  .satisfied  to  vote  for  the  bill. 
He  wished  to  Know  what  disposition  was  to  be 
made  of  these  vessels,  if  built.  He  believed  those 
which  we  had  already,  of  the  same  class,  had 
been,  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  time  since  the 
war,  out  of  employ ;  and,  if  this  were  the  case,  it 
certainly  could  not  be  necessary  to  increase  the 
number.  If  the  vessels  were  absolutely  requisite, 
for  the  ffood  of  the  service,  he  would  be  willing 
to  vote  for  building  them  j  even  if  it  was  neces- 
sary to  borrow  money  for  the  purpose.  He  thought, 
howevier,  that  bills  of  this  nature,  making  large 
appropriations,  ought  to  originate  in  the  other 
House. 

Mr.  Pahhott  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  and  in  confirmation  of  his  observations, 
when  the  bill  was  before  under  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Haynb,  the  bill  was  post- 
poned to  Friday  next,  and  made  the  order  or  the 
day. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Kelly ;  and, 
on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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When  the  Senate  came  to  order,  the  Vicb  Pbe- 
siDENT  stated  that  a  melancholy  event  which  had 
occurred  since  the  session  yesterday,  (the  death 
of  a  relative  of  his  family,)  would  prevent  his  at- 
tendance this  day — and  Mr.  Gaillabu  was  called 
to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Sutlon,  and  others^  foreigners,  stating  their  inten- 
tion to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
praying,  for  certain  reasons,  that  their  naturaliza- 
tion may  be  accelerated. — Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  tne  Judiciary. 

The  Pbesident  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  19th 
instant,  transmitting  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  re- 
lation to  the  progress  made  in  completing  the 
maps  required  by  a  former  resolution  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Pabbott  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Alexandria  Turn- 
nike  Company,  prayinff  authority  to  collect  toll 
from  foot  passengers.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  FiNnLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Joshua 
Garsed,  of  Frankford,  Pennsylvania,  praying  ad- 
ditional duties  on  the  importation  of  certain  arti- 
cles, of  which  flax  is  the  material  of  chief  value^ — 
The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  bill  for  the  gradual  supply  of  cannon, 
bombs,  and  howitz,  for  the  fortifications,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Aflairs. 

The  biU  for  the  relief  of  Walter  S.  Chandler 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  and 
legal  representatives  of  Charles  Parent  to  two 
tracts  of  land  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  Peter  S.  Ho- 
bart  and  Lewis  Judson,  to  a  certain  tract  of  land, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  compensations  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  the  clerks  employed 
in  their  offices,  and  of  the  Librarian,"  passed  18th 
April,  1818,  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson ; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to  morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  L-nited  States,  in  relation 
to  roads  and  canaU ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  consider  the  bill  the  better  to  secure 
the  accountability  of  public  officers.   Mr.  Holmes, 


of  Maine,  stated  the  object  of  the  bill  in  det« 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parrott,  it  was  po 
poned,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mondi 
next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hanson  Kelly  v 
taken  up,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  report 
to  the  Senate  without  amendment,  and  pa^ 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  t 
Whole,  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  i 

g)rtation  of  cordage  manufactured  in  the  Unit 
tates  from  foreign  hemp ;  and  the  farther  co 
sidermtion  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  tl 
order  of  the  day  for,  Tuesday  nexu 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representttiv 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  leg 
representatives  of  John  Michael,  deceased;" 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Sena 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  t 
Whole,  the  bill  rqrulating  the  transportation 
gold  and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and  jewels,  and 
prohibit  the  receipt  of  merchandise,  in  the  pub 
vessels  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  farther  co 
sidcration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  I 
order  of  the  day  for,  Tuesday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Merchants'  Bai 
of  Newport,  Rhode  Island;  the  bill  to  eoofirmt 
title  of  Nicholas  Baudin  and  Joseph  Chastang 
a  certain  tract  of  land ;  and  the  bill  for  the  rel 
of  Samuel  Wharton,  were  severally  taken 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported  to  t 
Senate  without  amendinent,  and  passed  to  a  thj 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  i 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Fone 
and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Represeouttfi 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  1^1  repi 
sentatives  of  John  Michael,  deceased,"  was  ret 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  clan 
in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arka 
sas,  derived  from  the  Goveratncnts  of  France  v 
Spain,  had  its  third  reading.  On  the  qoestion 
passing  the  bill,  Mr.  Lowrie  called  for  the  jre 
and  nays,  which  were  as  follows: 

TxAS— Mesas.  Baibonr,  BsitaD,  Beotoo,  Brow 
IT Woir,  Ettiott,  GsiUsid,  Holnes  of  Mimmppu  J>« 
SOB,  JohBM>n  of  LoQisisna,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Ma« 
chosslts,  MmcOQ,  Noble,  Rogslcs,  Ssymoiir,  Sail 
Tslbot,  Taylor  of  IndisM,  Thomso,  Ysii  Dyk»-S^ 

Nays— Mesas.  Boll,ChsMiler,Clajton,  Dickenc 
Edwsfda  of  ConneolieaC  Findby,  Hayne,  Holo|^ 
Msino,  King  of  New  Yock,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mii 
Pslmsr,  and  Van  Bnrsn — 14. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

MILITARY  ROAD. 
The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  L'i 
ted  States  to  cause  to  be  made  a  miliury  t(> 
from  Fort  Sl  Philip,  on  the  river  Mississippi, 
the  English  Turn,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  deleo 
of  New  Orleans,  was  uken  up  for  consida-a^f 
A  considerable  debate  took  pla^,  in  whicb  Me^ 
Cbakoler,  JacKsoK,  JoBXfsOH,  of  Louisiai 
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£i2iG,  of  New  York,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Smith, 
Mills,  Macon,  Benton,  and  Bbown.  engaged. 
The  bill  wis  supported  on  the  groand  that  the 
road  contemplated  is  absolutely  necessary  to  ren- 
der Fort  St  Philip  useful  as  a  means  of  defence ; 
that  fortification  being  at  present  accessible  only 
by  water,  which  mode  of  communication  is  found 
eiiremeiy  inconvenient  for  the  transportation  of 
caoooo  and  other  munitions  of  war,  and  renders 
tbe  garrison  peculiarly  defenceless  in  time  of  war. 
It  was  also  contended  that  this  bill,  proposing  the 
coDstrttctJon  of  a  road  for  purposes  purely  and 
solelf  military,  does  not  come  within  the  purview 
of  the  great  question  of  Constitutional  power,  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  to  construct  roads  and  ca- 
nals. Oq  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued  that,  if 
ike  road  were  indeed  for  military  purposes  exclu- 
sirely,  it  should  be  constructed  by  the  troops  of 
the  United  States,  or  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
pabbc  lands  contiguous  to  it,  without  calling  for 
approprittioDs  from  the  Treasury.  The  bilfwas 
objected  to  u  immediately  involving  the  question 
upon  the  power  of  Congress  to  make  roads ;  as,  in 
its  conrae,  it  was  contemplated  to  pass,  for  a  con- 
sderaUe  distance,  through  lands  belonging  to  in- 
dividoal  citizens  of  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  and 
it  wa5  iboogfat  best  by  some  members  that  the 
coQsideration  of  it  should  be  postponed  until  the 
qoatioQ  of  Constitutional  power  should,  in  some 
shape,  be  decided.  The  bill  was  finally  laid  upon 
the  table. 


Trur«day,  Jawiary  29. 

The  pREstncNT*  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  GoTemor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  trans- 
mittio?  a  copy  of  the  laws  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
liop  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  that  Territory ; 
which  was  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hanson  Kelly ;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 
jnof  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  Rhode 
Islaod;  the  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs 
of  Nicholas  Baadin  and  Joseph  Chaatang  to  a 
ccruin  tnct  of  land ;  and  the  Inli  for  the  relief  of 
Samoel  Wharton,  were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.BaowH^from  the  select  committee  on  Roads 
and  Cknals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  open- 
iog  certain  public  roads  in  the  Territory  of  Flor- 
nda/'  reported  it  without  amendment 

The  bdl  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
^  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
ees of  John  Michael,  deceased,"  was  read  the 
^ofid  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
^iciary. 

The  UU  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
^M  «An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Wharton," 
^^^  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

^'  Ki!ia,of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
of  Samuel  Ward,  prayioff  the  passage  of  a  law 
Aothorizing  the  renewal  of  a  final  settlement  cer- 
tificate, alleged  to  have  been  lost.  The  peti- 
^oQ  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 


Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
White,  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  indemnification 
for  losses  sustained  and  expenses  incurred,  whilst 
performing  military  dutjr  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  as  a  Captain  in  the  fifth  regiment 
of  Pennsylvania  militia;  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Kino,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Walter  S.  Chandler  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  further  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Mr.  DiccERSON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  pro- 
posing the  purchase  of  five  copies  of  Lucas's  Uni- 
versal Atlas,  reported  a  resolution,  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  one  copy  of  that  wora. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  received 
yesterday,  respecting  the  progress  made  in  com- 
pleting certain  map&  required  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  petition  of  Moses 
Wing,  of  Maine,  praying  an  increase  of  pension ; 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  respecU  the  choice  of  Representatives  in  the 
Conffress  of  the  United  States,  and  the  electbnof 
the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee,  Mr.  Lawman  in 
the  Chair;  and,  on  motion, the  consideration  there- 
of was  further  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  select  committee 
on  the  several  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
which  provide  that  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to 
the  Presidency  for  more  than  eight  years,  was  taken 
up  for  consideration,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Lanman  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  DioKERSON  observed  that  the  amendment 
new  proposed,  he  had  the  honor  to  offer  to  the  Sen- 
ate, near  the  close  of  the  last  session,  in  connexion 
with  another  proposed  amendment,  as  it  respected 
tkeahoice  of  filectors  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  It  has  been  deemed 
onore  correct  to  separate  these  propositions,  that 
each  may  be  discussed  on  its  own  merits.  At  the 
last  session,  the  amendment  now  under  considera- 
tion underwent  some  discussion,  and  appeared  to 
meet  with  no  opposition  from  any  quarter,  al- 
though, for  want  of  time,  no  decision  was  had 
upon  it.  And  the  committee  of  seven,  to  which 
it  was  lately  submitted,  were  unanimously  in  favor 
of  its  adoption.  It  must  appear  strange  that  the 
principle  of  this  amendment  was  not  adopted  in 
the  original  Constitution.  That  it  was  not,  is 
owing  to  circumstances  which  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult, and  _perhaps  not  verjr  important,  to  explain. 

In  the  Federal  Convention,  there  was  probably 
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no  question  of  more  intrinsic  difficulty,  than  that 
of  giving  to  the  Chief  Executive  that  exact  de- 
gree of  power  which  the  interest  and  safety  of  the 
country  might  require,  without  infringing  upon 
the  rigid  principles  of  Republican  Government. 
On  this  subject,  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  were 
at  opposite  points.  Some  were  for  an  Executive 
during  good  behavior,  or  for  life,  with  extensive 
powers,  that  would  have  made  our  Government 
an  elective  monarchy.  Others  were  for  restricting 
his  powers,  according  to  the  maxims  of  Roman 
jealousy.  The  course  adopted  was  an  interme- 
diate one. 

No  adequate  limitation  being  fixed  as  to  the 
time  or  extent  of  the  authority  of  the  Supreme 
Executive,  the  natural  tendency  of  our  system  is 
to  increase  and  perpetuate  power  in  that  branch 
of  our  Government.  That  this  result  has  not  been 
practically  felt,  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  our  Con- 
stitution, out  to  the  virtues  of  the  illustrious  states- 
men who  have  presided  over  the  councils  of  this 
nation. 

We  should  always  be  fearful  of  introducins^  new 
principles  into  our  Constitution;  but  there  is  no- 
thing new  in  the  amendment  now  proposed.  It 
is  as  old  at  least  as  the  Constitution  itself.  Mr. 
Randolph,  of  Virginia,  in  the  Convention,  pro- 
posed that  no  person  should  be  elected  President 
of  the  United  States  a  second  time.  The  term  of 
service  then  in  contemplation  was  seven  years. 
This  proposition  was  adopted — eight  States  voting 
for  it^  one  against  it,  and  one  divided.  The  pro- 
position of  Mr.  Paterson,  of  New  Jersey,  contained 
a  similar  provision. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  1787.  a  Committee  of  the 
,  Convention  reported  a  draught  of  a  Constitution, 
containing  this  provision.  This  draught  was  re- 
committed, and  in  a  month  afterwards,  reported  as 
an  amended  draught;  but  this  important  provision, 
for  some  mysterious  cause,  had  disappeared — and 
is  no  more  to  be  found  in  the  journals  of  the  Con- 
vention. 

A  proposition  had  been  submitted  by  a  delegate 
from  New  York,  that  muNt  have  created  a  great 
sensation  in  the  Convention.  It  was,  that  the 
.Senate  and  Chief  Executive  should  be  elected  to 
serve  during  good  behavior,  that  is,  for  life.  The 
Chief  Executive  to  be  vested  with  extensive  powers 
— so  as  to  make  him  an  elective  monarch.  It  is 
to  be  presumed  that  this  plan  met  with  but  little 
countenance  in  the  Convention,  but  the  delegate 
from  New  York  would  not  have  made  his  propo- 
sition, without  an  assurance  of  some  support.*  It 
probably  served  to  defeat  the  views  of  tnose  who 
were  anxious  to  limit  the  term  of  service  of  the 
Chief  Executive.  The  plan  adopted  avoided  both 
extremes — leaving  one  piarty  to  hope  that,  by  some 

•On  the  17th  July,  1787,  on  a  motion  to  strike  out 
the  words  seven  years,  (the  term  of  service  proposed 
for  the  Chief  ExecutiTe,)  and  insert  during  good  be- 
havior, it  was  decided  in  the  negative ;  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Virginia,  voting  in  favor 
of  it;  and  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Maryland, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia  against 
it. — Journals  of  Convention,  page  185. 


future  amendment,  the  principle  they  advocai 
might  be  adopted.  The  other  to  hope  that  c 
system  of  Grovernment^  from  its  natural  tendeo* 
would  in  time  become  m  substance,  if  not  in  for 
an  elective  monarchy. 

On  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  bf  t 
States,  several  of  them  proposed  amendmeD 
Virginia  proposed  that  no  person  should  be  capal 
of  serving  as  President  of  the  United  States  mc 
than  eight  years  in  sixteen.  North  Caroliaa  pi 
posed  the  same.  New  York  proposed  that  no  p( 
son  should  be  eligible  a  third  time  as  President 
the  United  States ;  which  is  precisely  what  is  nc 
proposed. 

The  illustrious  example  of  Washington,  Jeffi 
son,  and  Madison,  of  retiring  to  the  walks  of  p 
vate  life,  after  filling,  for  eiffht  vears,  the  most  ii 
portant  office  within  the  gift  of'^ihe  people,  has  i 
quired,  in  some  degree,  the  force  of  law;  and  ti 
is  strengthened  by  all  the  weieht  of  public  opinic 
But  neither  illustrious  example,  nor  public  opiniG 
can  restrain  ambition,  when  combined  with  powi 
They  are  not  law,  but  may  point  out  most  di 
tinctly  what  the  law  should  be.  And  they  do, 
the  most  impressive  manner,  admonisiih  us,  whi 
the  danger  i.s  yet  remote,  to  adopt  the  propos 
amendment,  as  a  permanent  part  of  our  Gonstit 
tion. 

In  many  of  the  States,  their  Executive  can  ser 
but  for  limited  periods.  And  this  regulation  b 
been  found  sound  in  principle  and  safe  in  practic 
The  State  Executives,  thu.s  limited,  possess  bl 
little  power;  yet  the  President  of  the  Unit< 
States,  with  his  immense  patronage,  is  not  r« 
trained  by  this  salutary  limitation.  In  some  pat 
of  our  Constitution,  we  may  see  traces  of  the  jea 
ous  maxims  of  the  ancient  Republics ;  but  in  tl 
election  and  power  of  our  Chiet  Magistrate,  whe 
the  application  of  such  maxims  was  most  waote 
we  perceive  nothing  of  the  kind. 

A  candidate  for  the  Presidency  must  be  a  natii 
citizen,  or  a  citizen  at  the  adoption  of  the  Const 
tution  ;  must  be  thirty-five  years  old,  and  a  res 
dent  within  the  United  States  fourteen  years  pn 
viously  to  the  election.  No  further  conditions  ai 
required. 

A  Qeneral,  at  the  head  of  our  armies,  may  be 
candidate  for  the  Presidency,  and  no  doubt  vi 
be  so,  at  some  future  period,  when  our  army, /rot 
its  numbers,  shall  be  dangerous  to  our  liberties. 

In  Rome,  during  the  time  of  the  Republic,  tw 
consuls  were  elected,  each  a  check  upon  the  otbe 
They  were  chosen  for  a  sinffle  year.  No  one  coul 
be  elected  before  the  age  of  forty-two.  But  a  ia^ 
to  which  Rome  was  indebted  for  ages  for  her  lit 
erty,  was  this,  that  no  one  could  sue  for  the  coi 
sulship  unless  personally  present,  and  in  a  privai 
capacity. 

rompey  suffered  a  law  to  pass,  by  which  Juliu 
Caesar  was  permitted  to  sue  for  the  consolsbi 
while  absent,  and  at  the  head  of  a  victoriotis  an 
powerful  army,  and  Cicero  lent  the  aid  of  his  elc 
quence  in  favor  of  this  measure.  Poropey  soo 
discovered  his  error,  and  endeavored  to  counterac 
the  efiects  of  his  rashness,  but  it  was  too  late.    » 
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was  oTerwheimcd,  and  the  liberties  of  Rome  for- 
erer  lost 

This  period  of  the  Roman  history  furnishes  us 
with  the  most  instroctive  lessons,  and  none  more 
so  than  the  profound  dissimulation  of  Octavius 
Csesar,  in  his  insidious  and  successful  march  to 
monarebf.  When  he  had  subdued  all  his  en- 
emies, aod  had  ander  his  command  an  army  that 
could  instantly  crush  any  resistance  to  his  power, 
he  professed  a  willingness  to  relinquish  his  au- 
thority, and  restore  the  ancient  Republic ;  and  the 
honest  Agrippa,  to  whom  he  was  more  indebted 
for  success  than  to  any  other  man,  advised  him  to 
do  50.  Bat  he  listened  with  more  complacency 
to  the  advice  of  his  friend  Macsnas,  who  per- 
suaded him  that  he  ought  to  consult  the  advan- 
tage of  the  eoantry,  rather  than  his  own  repose, 
and  that  he  could  not  lay  down  his  power  with 
safetf  to  the  country  or  to  himself. 

In  the  Seoate  he  absolutely  offered  to  resign  his 
auihoritf ,  modestly  alleging  that  to  govern  such 
an  Efflpire  was  a  task  to  which  the  Gods  alone 
were  equal.  The  Senate,  as  he  knew  they  would 
do,  besought  him  not  to  relinquish  the  administra- 
tion. He  yielded  to  their  solicitation,  and  con- 
sented to  be  considered  as  Prinee  of  the  Senate 
for  ten  yean,  and  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the 
Gorernment  with  them  for  that  period,  by  which 
time,  it  was  presumed,  peace  and  prosperity  would 
be  restored  to  the  commonwealth ;  and  this  ridic- 
uloos  farce  of  relinquishing^  his  power  was  acted 
over  and  orer,  at  the  expiration  ol  every  ten  years, 
during  his  long  reign,  and  he  was  persuaded  to 
retain  his  authority  by  Senators  who  held  their 
lires  and  fortunes  at  his  will  and  pleasure.  Even 
the  detected  and  gloomy  tyrant  Tiberias  made  a 
show  of  resigning  his  power,  but  the  Senate  en- 
treated him,  in  the  most  humble  manner,  to  accept 
^  admioistration  of  the  Grovernment,  and  not 
reject  a  task  to  which  he  alone  was  equal.  Tibe- 
fios,  orercome  by  the  importunities  of  all  around 
i^im,  yielded  to  their  entreaties,  and  condescended 
to  take  upon  him  the  labor  of  the  Government, 
porely  to  satisfy  their  wishes,  and  not  his  own ; 
adding,  that  be  would  keep  itonlv  till  they  should 
tbiiik  fit  to  give  repose  to  his  old  age.  He  was 
"i«  fifiy^  years  old.  He  soon  found  an  infa- 
^OQs  repose  for  his  old  aee  in  the  island  of  Cap- 
^i  but  he  never  reigned  his  power  but  with  his 
breath.  Modern  history  would  furnish  us  with 
i«8ons  equally  impressive,  were  it  necessary  to 
<iite  them. 

Ahhoggh  there  seems  to  be  no  opposition  to 

^hu  resolocion,  yet,  by  some,  it  may  be  thought 

unneceasair;  that  the  principle  it  contains  is  so 

ttiQiy  etublished  as  not  to  need  the  aid  of  a  Con- 

^tuational  provision.    The  illustrious  example  of 

VV  ASBiacTO!!,  Jepfebson.  and  Madison,  has  ac- 

qoired  the  moral  but  not  tne  absolute  force  of  law 

--a  force  that  will  yield  to  the  first  pressure  of 

ambition  and  power.    Our  JPresidents  have  retired 

frum  power  after  holding  their  important  offices 

for  eight  years.    Their  characters  afford  the  most 

poiitire  assurance  that,  in  this,  they  were  govern- 

^  by  patriotic  motives — motives  which  would 

hare  prodoced  the  same  determinations  at  much 


earlier  periods  of  their  lives,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances. It  is,  however,  a  fact,  that  no  one 
of  them  has  retired  before  the  age  of  sixty-four  or 
sixty-five.  Ambition,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  begins  to 
subside  at  this  period,  and  the  approach  of  the  in- 
firmities of  old  age  admonish  us  to  retire  from  the 
bustle  and  care  of  public  life.  But  suppose  a 
young,  ardent,  ambitious  man  to  be  elected  Presi- 
dent, at  the  age  of  thirty-six — ^his  eight  years 
would  expire  at  the  age  of  forty-four — precisely 
at  that  period  of  life  when  he  could  be  most  use- 
ful to  his  country  and  to  his  friends — would  he 
willingly  follow  the  example  of  our  illustrious 
Chief  Magistrates  ?  If  he  did,  it  would  probably 
be  by  retinng,  not  at  the  expiration  of  eignt  years' 
service,  but  on  his  reaching  the  age  of  sixty-four 
or  sixty-five  years.  He  would  be  easily  persuaded 
by  his  friends  that  the  good  of  his  country  abso- 
lutely required  that  he  should  remain  in  office ; 
and  if  he  possessed  talents  to  make  the  most  of 
his  patronage  and  power,  he  would  secure  his  re- 
election as  often  as  he  should  think  proper.  And 
this  rule,  once  broken,  although  consecrated  by 
the  example  of  Washington,  Jefferson,  and 
Madison,  would  never  after  have  the  least  effect. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  thought  there  could  be 
no  danger  in  adopting  an  amendment  like  this, 
which  ffoes  to  restrain  power,  whatever  objection 
might  be  urged  against  increasing  the  authority 
of  Government.  At  this  time  it  was  peculiarly 
proper  to  consider  such  a  subject,  when  there  is 
no  danger  from  the  want  of  this  restraint.  When 
we  have  a  President,  popular,  young,  ambitious, 
and  with  all  the  influence  attached  to  his  office, 
he  might  offer  imaginary  dangers,  as  an  excuse 
for  attempt  at  re-election.  The  restriction  he  con- 
sidered a  salutary  one. 

Mr.  Barbour  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  amend- 
ment, for  he  thought  favorably  ot  it,  but  he  rose 
to  express  the  views  which  he  believed  were  en- 
tertained by  those  who  proposed  the  amendment. 
It  would  be  perceived  that  the  resolution,  at  pre- 
sent, proposed  that  no  person,  after  having  been 
twice  elected  President,  shall  be  again  eligible. 
Mr.  B.  made  some  remarks  upon  this  restriction, 
and  concluded  by  moving  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, so  as  to  provide  that  no  person  should  be 
elected  for  more  than  two  terms  successively. 
This  provision,  he  thought,  would  sufficiently  do 
away  the  apprehension  of  any  danger  from  con- 
tinuity in  office. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  opposed  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Barbour.  He  thought  that  no  individual  ought 
to  be  elected  to  the  highest  office  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  any  case,  for  more  than  two  terms. 

Mr.  Barbour  replied.  He  contended  that,  after 
one  election,  and  a  subsequent  return  to  private 
life,  the  individual  ought  not  to  be  disfranchised, 
and  deprived  of  the  right  to  be  elected.  He  in- 
stanced the  examples  of  the  distinguished  indi- 
viduals, at  present  living,  who  have  filled  the 
office;  living,  too,  as  far  as  he  could  ascertain, 
from  bis  intimate  knowledge,  of  all  but  one  of  those 
individuals,  and  from  having  read  the  public 
writings  of  the  other,  with  their  mental  powers 
unimpaired  by  the  ravages  of  time.     Such  men, 
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he  thoaght,  ought  not  to  be  proscribed  from  a  re- 
election. 

Some  farther  debate  took  nlace  between  Messrs. 
DicKEBSoN,  Babbour,  and  Holjies,  of  Maine. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  the  example  of  the  illastrious 
men  who  had  filled  the  office  of  President,  clearly 
showed  their  opinions  on  this  subject ;  that  sererai 
of  them  had  been  solicited  to  take  the  office  again, 
but  had  declined  it;  that  all  men  who  rendered 
great  services  to  their  country,  would  inevitably 
meet  with  the  love  and  gratitude  of  the  people; 
that  there  was  a  time  in  the  life  of  men  advanced 
in  years,  when  they  begin  to  fear  a  failure  in  their 
faculties,  but,  when  that  time  has  passed,  they  lose 
all  doubt  of  their  capacity  and  competency.  For 
this  reason  there  ought  to  be  restraints  in  the  Con- 
stitution, as  to  the  time  for  which  persons  shall  be 
eligible  to  the  office  of  President  Mr.  M.  was  in 
favor  of  the  resolution  as  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, in  preference  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
thegentleman  from  Virginia. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Baebour's 
amendment,  which  was  lost. 

The  original  resolution  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate,  without  amendment,  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time. 


and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Keotoci^ 
the  consideration  thereof  was  further  postpone 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Mond) 
next.  j 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  t| 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of  i 
additional  number  of  sloops  of  war  for  the  oa^ 
service  of  the  United  States ;  and,  on  motioa  | 
Mr.  Hayne,  the  consideration  thereof  was furtl^ 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  f< 
Tuesday  next. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONOTTTCTION. 

The  resolution  proposing  an  amendmeni  to  t| 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  prori< 
"  that  no  person,  havins  been  twice  elected  lo  t| 
office  of  President,  shall  again  be  eligible  lo  tb 
office,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  qaestij 
on  passing  the  same  was  decided  by  yeas  and  naj 
as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  BenU 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Woif,  Diekorson,  Eaton,  £ 
ott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Hobnes  of  Mti^ 
Holmes  of  Misaianppt,  Jackson.  Johnaon  of  Kentad 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  U 
nan,  Lowrie,  Maivaine,  Maoon,  Mills,  Nobie,  P 
mer,  Rngglca,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Inditi 
Thomaa,  Von  Bnren,  Van  Dyke,  Wars,  and  w 


Friday,  January  90. 

Mr.  RuGOLEs,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  unfavorably  on  the  petition  of  William 
W.  Wilson.  The  report  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Coounittee 
on  Military  Afiaiis,  reported  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  James  Johnson,  without  amendment.  The  re- 
port, accompanying  the  bill,  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  memorial  of  David 
Potts,  and  others,  praying  that  additional  duties 
be  imposed  on  imported  iron  and  steel,  and  on  all 
manufactures  thereof;  he  also  presented  the  me- 
morial of  James  Lambert  and  others,  of  Roger 
Foster  and  others,  of  John  Saunderland  and  others, 
of  William  King  and  others,  of  John  Gaunt  and 
others^  and  of  James  McEwen  and  others,  all  of 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  severally 
praying  that  the  tariff  may  be  so  modified  as  to 
afford  that  protection  to  manufactures  which  is 
afforded  to  commerce.  The  memorials  were  sev- 
erally read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An 
act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settlement 
of  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  Florida," 
reported  it  without  amendment;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  E.,Trom  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  29th  of  December  last,  the  petition 
of  John  Forbes  and  Company,  reported  a  bill,  re- 
leasing a  certain  tract  of  land  to  the  heirs  and 
legal  representatives  of  John  Forbes;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt; 


NATS^-Msaais.  Edwuda  of  Connscticot,  Knig 
and  Ssymonr— <3. 

So  it  was  resolved,  two-lhirds  of  the  Sena 
present  concurring,  that  this  resolution  pass,  \ 
that  the  title  thereof  be,  a  '•  ReaoUition  mm 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  IN 
ted  States,  as  it  respects  the  election  of  the  Pn 
dent  of  the  United  States."  J 

The  reMlmion  reported  by  a  select  commifi 
of  the  Senate,  proposing  an  amendment  of  i 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slates  in  relauoa 
the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  a 
of  Representatives  in  Congress,  was  tato  op 
consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  question  was  declared  to  be  upon  a  reso 
tion  proposed  by  Mr.  Bbnton,  as  an  amendoj 
to  that  reported  by  the  select  committee.  Mr  ^ 
amendment  proposes  to  divide  the  couBtry « 
districts,  each  district  having  a  vote  fof /f«^° 
and  Vice  President,  that  vote  to  be  decided  Dy 
baHoU  of  the  people,  in  primary  assemblie*,  wi 
out  any  intermediate  Electors;  and  i?/***.  J  , 
choice  by  the  people,  then  to  be  decided  oy 
House  ol  RepresenUtivesj  as  at  present.        i 

Mr.  B.  went  into  an  able  argument  in  cobs 
eration  of  the  various  other  modes  of  election,  > 
in  support  of  that  contained  in  his  resoiu" 
Before  Mr.  B.  had  concluded,  the  Senate,  on » 
tion  of  Mr.  Mills,  (made  in  conseqaence  oi 
apparent  fatigue  of  the  Speaker,)  adjouroefl 
Monday  next. 

Monday,  February  2. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Hoj^mbs, 

Maine,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bri»g^>«.  , 

to  provide  for  the  security  of  public  ^f^J^i 

hands  of  clerks  of  courts,  attorneyB,  and  mars  i 
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lod  their  deputies ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  ro  a  second  reading. 

The  Paesident  coiDmunicated  a  letter  from 
ihel^ary  Departneot,  transmitting  copies  of  the 
Navy  Register*  for  the  use  of  the  Senate ;  which 
wisretd. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
foUoviiif  motion  for  consideration : 

StMkd,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
of  the  Senate,  be  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  pres- 
ent ;(ate  aod  circamstances  of  the  Navy  Hoapital 
f«ad ;  ind  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further 
fomon  if  Decenary  to  carry  into  effect  the  wise  and 
imtnt  objects  of  the  Government,  in  relation  to  the 
uid  food;  with  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otbenrise. 

Mr.  EowARns,  of  CouDecticut,  presented  the 
iOffflorial  of  George  Hallam,  and  others,  mer- 
^hau^aod  underwriters,  of  New  London,  in  Con* 
sectioit,  prajring  indemnification  for  depredations 
ccmmitted  on  their  commerce  by  the  public  and 
pnte  armed  vessels  of  France,  from  the  year 
17V3  to  1800.  The  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
igned to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Macon  presented  the  memorial  of  Henry 
Hariejr,  aod  others,  of  Newbera,  and  of  John 
Macarylan,  of  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  sev- 
<nllf  praying  indemnification  for  depredations 
committed  on  their  commerce  by  the  public  and 
prirate  armed  vessels  of  France,  from  the  year 
1793  to  1800.  The  memorials  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreijgn  Relations. 

Mr^SmTB  presented  the  memorial  of  Harrison 
sjd  Sterrei,  and  others,  auctioneers,  of  the  city 
<jI  Baltimore,  praying  that  no  duty  may  be  im- 
foied  on  sales  by  auction  of  British  or  other  for- 
ciga  maoufactores ;  which  was  read.  He  also 
preseated  the  memorial  of  William  Lorman,  and 
vihtti,  maoofacturers  and  mechanics,  of  the  city 
i  Baltimore,  praying  an  increase  of  duty  on  cer- 
^  imported  tabries.  and  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent. 
:o  foreign  fabrics,  when  sold  at  auction ;  which 
Jjas  read/— The  memorials  were  referred  to  the 
^mitteeon  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.S.prwented  the  petition  of  Julius  Willerd 
ttd  Thomas  Childs,  representing  that  they  hare 
inrtBi«d  a  gun,  called  "  Infanlillery,''  of  great 
flncieacy  in  an  army  as  an  instrument  of  offence 
cr  defence;  and  praying  Congress  to  authorize 
jje  purchase  of  their  patent  for  the  use  of  the 
w^emmeni;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
'•^mutee  on  Military  Affairs. 

«r.  Mills  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
WTis,  and  others,  of  Plymouth,  and  of  William 
°*f^leii,  and  others,  of  Newbury  port,  Massac  hu- 
"^  praying  indemnification  for  depredations 
»anttHled  on  their  commerce  by  the  public  and 
pnnie  armed  vessels  of  France,  from  the  year 
'V^  10  1800.    The  memorials  were  read,  and 

Mp^  ^  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
Q^Ru!!^^  presented  the  memorial  of  Nehe- 

i*J°'**PCT,and  others,  umbrella  manufacturers, 
oifK       P*^'*'  proving  a  drawback  of  duties 

"j    **portation  of  umbrellas ;  which  was  read, 
0  reientd  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
»*oufactnres, 
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Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Greemer,  and  others,  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  that  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent, 
may  be  imposed  on  sales  at  auction  ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Chandler,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil-  . 
itary  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  20th 
ultimo,  the  petition  of  John  Pritchard,  made  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  surveying  of 
the  public  and  private  lands  in  the  southern  part 
of  Alabama;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  26th  December  last, 
the  petition  of  Andrew  Henshaw,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom*  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  F. 
Riddick,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
F.  Riddick,  of  the  State  of  Missouri ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  by  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  12th  December  last,  reported  a  bill 
supplementary  to  "  An  act  to  perfect  certain  lo- 
cations in  Missouri,"  passed  April  26, 1822 ',  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  teport  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Wilson ;  and  it  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  releasing  a  certain  tract  of  land  to  the 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  John  Forbes, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

PRIVATEER  PENSION  FUND. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred  on  the  15th  ultimo,  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  ex- 
tending the  term  of  pensions  granted  to  persons 
disabled,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those 
who  have  been  slain,  or  who  have  died  in  conse- 
quence of  wounds,  or  casualties,  received  while  in 
the  line  of  their  duty  on  board  the  private  armed 
ships  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war: 
and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill 
passed  to  a  second  reading.  The  report  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate.  It 
is  as  follows : 

That,  by  a  law  of  the  United  States,  passed  Jane 
26,  1812,  entitled  «•  An  act  concerning  letter*  of 
marque,  prizes,  and  prite  goods,"  it  waa  enacted  that 
I  two  per  centum  on  the  net  amount,  after  deducting 
all  charges  and  expenditures  of  the  prize  money  arising 
from  captured  vessels  and  cargoes,  and  on  the  net 
amount  of  the  salvage  of  vessels  and  cargoes,  recaps 
tared  by  the  private  armed  vessels  6f  the  United 
States,  shall  be  secared  and  paid  over  to  the  collector, 
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if  fuch  cftptnred  or  recaptared  Tcssel  maj  arriTe  in 
the  United  States,  or  to  the  conial  or  pnbiic  agent  of 
the  United  Statea,  residing  at  the  port  or  place  not 
within  the  United  States,  at  which  such  captured  or 
recaptared  vessels  maj  arrive ;  and  the  monej  arising 
therefrom  shall  be  held,  and  is  hereby  pledged,  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  fiftates  as  a  fund  for  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  such  persons  as  may  be 
wounded  or  disabled  on  board  the  private  armed  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  in  any  engagement  with  the 
enemy,  to  be  assigned  and  distributed  in  such  manner 
as  may,  thereafter,  be  by  law  provided  ;  that,  by  a  law 
of  the  United  States,  passed  February  13,  1813,  enti- 
tled "An  act  regulating  pensions  to  persons  on  board 
of  private  armed  ships,'  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
was  required  to  place  on  the  pension  list,  under  the 
Hke  regulations  and  restrictions  as  are  used  in  relation 
to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  any  officer,  seaman, 
or  marine,  who,  on  board  any  private  armed  ship  or 
vessel,  bearing  a  commission  of  letter  of  marque,  shall 
have  been  wounded,  or  otherwise  disabled  in  any  en* 
gagement  with  the  enemy,  and  to  allow  certain  rates 
of  pensions,  therein  prescribed,  payable  from  the  said 
fund,  and  from  no  other ;  which  said  last  mentioned 
act  was  explained  by  an  act  passed  August  2,  1813, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  and  explain  the  act  regu- 
lating pensions  to  persons  on  board  private  armed 
vessels ;"  and  that,  by  another  act,  passed  Mareh  3, 
1814,  entitled  **  An  act  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans 
and  widows  of  persons  slain  in  the  public  or  private 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,''  pensions  were 
authorised  to  be  granted,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  to 
the  widows,  and,  in  certain  cases,  the  children,  of 
those  who  shall  die,  or  shall  have  died  since  June  18, 

1812,  by  reason  of  a  wound  received  in  the  line  of 
their  duty ;  which  said  term  of  five  years  was  extended 
to  a  further  term  of  five  additional  years,  by  an  act 
passed  April  16,  1818,  entitled  **  An  act,  in  addition 
to  an  act  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows 
of  persons  slain  in  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States,"  in  which  further  provision  was  also 
made  for  the  widows  or  children  of  any  officer,  sea- 
man, or  marine,  who  should  have  died  since  June  18, 

1813,  in  consequence  of  an  accident  or  casualty  which 
occurred  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty  on  board  a  pri- 
vate armed  vessel  of  the  United  States. 

And  the  committee  further  report  that  the  pensions 
granted  or  continued,  under  the  aforesaid  acts  of 
March  3, 1814,  and  April  16,  1818,  have  now  expired, 
or  are  about  expiring;  that  the  fund  has  its  origin 
exclusively  from  the  retention  of  a  property  which 
would  otherwise  have  belonged  to  the  parties,  or  their 
connexions,  receiving  the  benefit  of  it ;  that  the  faith 
or  responsibility  of  the  Government  is  not  otherwise 
implicated,  with  regard  to  this  fund,  than  that  it 
ahould  become  its  curator  or  guardian,  from  a  princi- 
ple of  providence  and  benevolence,  for  the  pur|M>se  of 
affording  a  shelter  and  support  to  those  of  the  brave 
Aud  hardy  seamen  of  the  United  States,  who,  in  time 
of  war,  may  jeopard  their  lives  in  battle  on  the  moun- 
tain wave,  and  thus,  although  in  private  armed  ves- 
sels, promote  the  general  interests  of  their  country,  by 
distressing  the  commerce,  and  by  impairing  the  mer- 
cantile, if  not  naval,  marine  of  its  enemy ;  that  the 
faith  of  the  natbu  is  not,  in  any  degree,  pledged  for 
the  anfficien^,  nor  for  any  appropriation  for  the  main- 
tenance of  this  fund ;  that,  by  a  fiuthful  administration 
of  its  concerns,  and  a  distribution  of  its  proceeds,  as 
fu  as  they  will  meet  the  objects  for  which  they  were 
provided,  the  Government  will  have  fulfilled  all  its 


duties  in  relation  to  those  who  are  interested  in  it,  ai 
that  those  duties  will  have  honorably  expired  withtl 
extinction  of  the  means  in  which  they  originated. 

And  the  committee  further  repert  that,  from  info 
mation  obtained  from  the  Navy  Department,  it  a 
pears  there  are,  at  this  time,  on  the  Privateer  Pensi< 
Fund,  so  called,  and  which  is  the  fund  herein  refe 
red  to,  ninety-seven  invalids,  disabled  in  action  in  tl 
line  of  their  duty,  and  that  there  are  also  ninetj^nii 
widows,  or  orphans,  of  persons  slain  or  lost  in  pnra 
armed  vessels,  who  now  derive  relief  therefrom ;  (b 
the  aggregate  annual  amount  of  their  pensions 
$17,608 ;  that  the  principal  of  the  fund  codsUu 
$131,369  64  of  the  six  per  cent  funded  debt  of  tl 
United  States,  giving  an  annual  income  of  $7J8S'i  1 
leaving  a  deficit,  including  expenses,  of  about  $10,00 
which  has  been,  and  must  be,  supplied  u  ocasu 
may  require,  by  a  sale  of  part  of  the  stock  belongii 
to  the  fund,  involving  a  consequent  diminution  thei 
of,  and  which  it  has,  heretofore,  been  indiipensabk 
make,  as  will  more  fully  appear  from  the  letter  of  ti 
Secretary  of  the  Privateer  Pension  Fond,  bearii 
date  January  24,  1814,  accompanying  this  report,  u 
which  the  committee  request  may  be  receired  ai 
considered  as  part  thereof^  leaving,  however,  mo 
than  a  sufficient  amount  to  provide  for,  and  mKt 
still  further  extension  of  the  pensions  already  granu 
for  the  term  of  five  years,  in  addition  to  the  pre»t 
term  allowed  by  law ;  and  the  committee,  theretor 
respectfully  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  pd 
pose. 

Natt  DxPARTxxirT,  Jan,  24,  1824. 

Sib:  In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nav 
I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  2Sd  i 
stant,  inquiring  into  **  the  present  state  of  the  Privitf 
Pension  Fund,  as  regards  the  principal  and  iocoo 
thereof,  and  the  number  of  pensioners  upon  it,  vi 
the  amount  of  their  pensions ;"  and  I  beg  leave  i 
spoctfully  to  atate,  for  the  information  of  the  Commiit 
on  TH  aval  Afiairs  of  the  Sonata,  that  the  Privateer  Pe 
sion  Fund  consists  solely  of  six  per  cent  stock  of  tl 
United  Suies,  to  the  amount  of  $131,869  64,yieldi] 
an  annual  income  of  $7,882  17.  Ninety-seven  inv 
lids,  dieabled  in  action,  or  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  u 
the  widows  or  children  of  ninety-nine  peraons,  alt 
or  lost  in  private  armed  vessels,  derive  relief  from  ^ 
fund,  and  are  authorised  to  receive,  annually,  t| 
amount  of  $17,608,  vix:  the  ninety-seven  diaabl 
persons  are  entitled  to  receive  $6,664,  and  theniael 
nine  widowa,  or  their  orphans,  at  the  rate,  per  aoaui 
of  $10,944. 

The  pensions  to  the  persons  disabled  are  griot 
during  the  continuance  of  their  disabilitj,  and  tho^i 
the  widows  or  orphans  for  the  term  of  ten  yeara.  T 
commencement  of  the  pensions,  respectively,  til 
place  at  different  periods  between  the  18th  of  Jol 
1812,  and  the  termination  of  the  late  war  with  Gti 
Briuin ;  and  all  the  pensions  granted  to  widows  ai 
orphans  will  expire  between  this  and  the  Itt  daf 
April,  1825.  The  number  of  invalid  pensionera  I 
been  considerably  diminiahed  by  death;  and  oft 
ninety-seven  still  retained  on  the  list,  several  haTriJ 
for  aeveral  yean  past,  claimed  their  pensions*  IJ 
probable  some  of  them  are  dead ;  some  have  recow 
from  the  effecU  of  the  injuries  they  had  aualaiii 
and  others  are  absent  from  the  United  States. 

Pensions,  to  the  annual  amount  of  $20,566,  y 
Ueen  granted  to  the  widows  or  orphans  of  one  boDei 
and  ninety-teven  persons,  slain  or  lost  in  private  •(■ 
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Ttacli ;  tod  ninety-eight  of  these  pensions,  smoanting, 
uuuaDj,  to  $9,ci4y  hare  ezpirea ;  some  by  the  limi- 
UtioD  of  their  term ;  some  by  death,  and  others  by  the 
iBtennaixiige  of  the  widows,  without  leaving  children 
who  had  been  under  sixteen  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  their  ptnnt's  decease. 

The  money  which  accrued  to  the  Privateer  Pension 
Fond,  and  l^  which  it  is  constituted,  arising  from  a 
dedoctioD  of  two  per  centum  on  the  net  proceeds  of 
|trz2e  mooej  from  captured  vessels  and  their  cargoes, 
and  aJfo  on  the  salvage  of  vessels  and  cargoes  re- 
captorcd  bj  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
8utci,  was,  successively,  on  its  receipt  into  the  Trea- 
twf,  ioTCited  in  stock  of  the  United  States.  The 
affloQDt  of  stock  thus  acquired,  was,  at  one  time, 
9^,580  65;  but  the  interest  on  this  sum,  $12,- 
571  84,  proving  insufficient  for  the  discharge  of  the 
ooaerosi  claims  admitted  under  the  diflerent  acts 
iBthorinn;  the  iasue  of  pensions,  eepedally  under  the 
act  approved  the  16th  of  April,  1618,  it  became  indis- 
peoiahle  either  to  sell  part  of  the  prindpal,  or  apply  to 
CoBgraM  for  a  special  appropriation  in  aid  of  the  fund. 
The  former  course  was  preferred,  and  stock,  to  the 
riine  of  $87,451  30,  has  been  sold,  at  various  times, 
race  Jone,  1819;  and,  to  meet  the  semi-annual  pay* 
oenu,  which  will  become  due  on  the  first  days  of 
Janoaij  and  July,  every  year,  further  sales  of  the 
pTiBcipal  will  be  inevitable,  until,  at  least,  the  whole 
of  the  peoaioBs  granted  to  the  widows  and  orphans 
tball  have  been  liquidated. 

SboQid  the  honorable  committee,  of  which  you  are 
c^uiimafl,  desire  more  particular  information  in  rela- 
tioa  to  the  Privateer  Pension  Fund,  I  would  respect- 
foOj  refer  you  to  a  detailed  report  on  the  subject, 
made  bj  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  37th  of 
March,  1820,  to  the  honorable  the  Speaker  of  the 
HoQie  of  Representatives. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Wtjnt  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BOYLE, 
Se^ry  Privateer  Peneion  Fund. 

Hob.  Joav  Lloto,  Chatrmant  ^c. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

In  panaance  of  the  order  of  the  day,  the  joiat 

reolation  reported  by  a  select  committee  of  the 

^«&ate,  proposing  an  amendment  of  the  Gonstitu- 

^m^  in  i^grard  to  the  election  of  President  and 

y>ce  PrcsQent,  was  taken  up  for  consideration, 

in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Smith  in  the 

Chair.  The  first  question  was  upon  adopting  the 

ameDdment  submitted  by  Mr.  Benton,  in  the 

shape  of  a  new  resolution,  proposing  a  division  of 

ibe  coDDtry  into  districts;  each  district  to  have 

ooe  rote  for  President  and  Vice  President ;  that 

^ote  to  be  decided  bv  the  ballou  of  the  people,  in 

mt  \nnaij  assemblies ;  and  when  no  election 

^'i)U4ie  by  the  people,  that  the  choice  shall  go  to 

^  HoQse  of  Representatives,  as  now  provided 

w'  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Benton  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  resumed 
^  renarb  in  support  of  his  proposition ;  and 
i^iore  he  had  concluded,  the  Senate,  on  motion 
w  Mr.  Van  Buren,  adjourned. 

TuEsoAY,  February  3. 
The  PuBsiogif T  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretaiy  of  War,  traoamittiog  a  statement  of 


the  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year  1812, 
showing  the  amount  appropriated  under  each  spe- 
cific head,  the  amount  expended  under  each,  and 
the  balance  remaining  unexpended  in  the  Treas- 
ury, on  the  31st  December,  1823. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Afiairs,  communicated  a  letter 
from  the  Navjr  Department,  showiDjr  the  annual 
expense  of  maintaining  the  present  Naval  Estab- 
lishment, with  information  relative  to  a  future 
Peace  Establishment ;  which  was  read,  and  the 
letter  and  accompanying  documents  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RuooLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Walter  S.  Chandler,  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
^*An  act  to  repeal,  in  part,  an  act,  entitled  *An  act 
to  lessen  the  compensation  for  marshals,  clerks, 
and  attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned," 
reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Michael,  deceased,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sarah  Easton 
and  Dorothy  Storer,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read ;  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  French,  British,  and 
Spanish  titles  to  lands,  within  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  situate  to  the  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  and  island  of  New  Orleans,  which 
have  not  been  recognised  as  valid  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  to  institute  proceedings 
to  try  the  validity  thereof;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  tbe  petition  of  Alfred 
Moore  and  Sterling  Orgain,  praying  the  payment 
of  their  account  against  the  United  States.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiairs. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflikirs  respecting  the  Navy  Hospital  Fund ;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Barton  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Reiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  farther  proviaion, 
by  law,  to  prevent  frauds  in  surveying  the  public 
lands,  and  in  making  certificates  of  anch  aurveys. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  on  the  petition 
of  John  Pritchard  ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  on  the  petition 
of  Andrew  Henshaw ;  and  it  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
01  William  Wilson ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  security  of  public 
money  in  the  hands  of  clerks  of  courts,  attorneys, 
and  marshals,  and  their  deputies ;  the  bill  to  reg- 
ulate the  surveying  of  the  public  and  private  lands 
in  the  southern  part  of  Alabama ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  F.  Riddick,  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri ;  the  bill  supplementary  to  ''An  act  to  per- 
fect certain  locations,  and  sales  of  the  puolic 
lands,  in  Missouri,"  passed  April  26, 1822 ;  and 
the  bill  extending  the  term  of  |)ensions,  granted  to 
persons  disabled,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  those  who  have  been  slain,  or  who  have  died 
n  consequence  of  wo.nds,  or  casualties,  received 
while  in  the  line  of  tibur  duty,  on  board  tne  private 
armed  ships  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late 
war ;  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  order  of  the  day,  being  the  proposition  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Benton,  to  amend  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  was  again  taken  up. 
Mr.  Benton  resumed,  and  conclude  his  remarks 
on  the  subject,  as  ^iven  entire  as  follows : 

Mr.  Benton  said,  he  would  offer  no  apology 
for  attempting  to  amend  the  Constitution.  It 
was  his  ri^ht,  and,  if  sincere  in  his  belief  of  its 
necessity,  it  was  his  duty  to  do  so.  He  appre- 
hended no  evil  from  the  multitude  of  amendments 
proposed,  but  thought  it  more  probable  that  bene- 
ficial amendments  would  be  rejected  than  that  in- 
jurious propositions  would  be  adopted.  It  was  no 
easy  thing  now  to  effect  an  alteration  iqi  the  Con- 
stitution. The  difficulty  of  carrying  an  amend- 
ment through  the  process  of  ratification,  presented 
a  great  obstacle,  and  the  temper  of  the  American 
people  presented  another,  not  less  formidable. 
Though  full  of  law-making,  even  to  superfluity, 
upon  subjects  of  ordinary  policy,  the  people  dis- 
cover no  disposition  to  make  alterations  m  their 
fundamental  code.  On  this  point  they  seemed 
disposed  to  answer,  like  the  old  Englisn  Parlia- 
ments, when  preparations  were  made  to  change 
the  common  law,  "  Nolumus  leges  anglia  mtitori." 
Applauding  this  sentiment,  Mr.  B.  said,  it  be- 
hooved him  to  justify  himself  to  the  Senate  for 
having  submitted  a  proposition  of  amendment. 
The  justification  could  be  readily  made.  It  would 
be  found  in  the  fact,  that  the  case  had  occurred 
which  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  had  fore- 
seen, and  for  which  they  had  provided  a  remedy 
by  providing  the  means  of  amendment.  These 
great  men  knew  that  it  was  one  thing  to  lay  down 
a  plan  of  Government  upon  paper,  and  another 
to  put  that  Government  into  practical  operation. 
They  knew  that  the  theory  might  be  perfect,  and 
the  practice  vicious ;  that  experience  was  the  only 


infallible  test  of  good  or  bad  instittttions ;  and, 
despising  the  arrogance  of  an  overweening  confi- 
dence in  the  perfection  of  their  own  worky  they 
not  only  provided  the  means  of  amendine   tiie 
Constitution,  but  they  relied  upon  this  capaibility 
of  amendment  as  one  of  the  chief  arguments  in 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  instrument   itself. 
Their  language  was,    "experience  must    guide 
^  our  labor ;  time  must  bring  it  to  perfection  ;  and 
^  the  feeling  of  inconvenience  must  correct  the 
^  mistakes  into  which  we  inevitably  fall  in  oar 
'  first  trials  and  experiments." — {FederaliHy  No. 
85.)    In  this  spirit  they  provided  a  mode  for  re- 
forming the  Constitution,  and  gave  the   povrer 
of  origmating  the  reform  both  to  the  Federal  and 
the  State  Governments,  that  neither  might  be  de- 
pendent upon  the  other  for  the  exercise  of  a  'porw^x 
on  which  its  own  preservation  mi^ht  depend. 
In  fixing  upon  the  manner  of  makmg  amend- 
ments, they  flattered  themselves  that  they   had 
hit  upon  a  mode  equally  remote  from  that  extreme 
facilitv  which  would  make  the  Constitution   too 
mutable,  and  that  extreme  diflicult^  which  would 
give  perpetuity  to  its  detected  defaults.     And,  ii 
they  nave  erred  in  this  judgment^  they  have  erred 
upon  the  safer  side;  upon  the  side  of  difficulty, 
and  not  of  facility,  in  changing  the  principles  of 
our  fundamental  code. 

The  amendment  submitted  applies  to  that  part 
of  the  Constitution  which  relates  to  the  election 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States.  Stripped  of  formal  phrases,  and  minute 
provisions,  and  it  presents  four  distinct  proposi- 
tions to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate : 

1.  To  divide  the  United  States  into  Electoral 
districts. 

2.  To  discontinue  the  use  of  intermediate 
Electors. 

3.  To  commit  the  election  to  a  direct  vote  of 
the  people. 

4.  To  continue  the  umpira^  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  ail  cases,  in  which  no  can- 
didate has  received  a  majority  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  votes. 

The  first  of  these  propositions  has  ofteu  been 
before  the  Senate ;  tne  second  and  third  are  now 
considered  new,  because  it  is  forgotten  that  they 
were  ofiered  and  discussed  in  the  Convention 
which  framed  the  Constitution ;  and  the  /xntrth 
is  strictly  defensive,  intended  to  sustain  a  part  of 
the  Constitution  now  in  force. 

Mr.  Benton  proceeded  to  argue  the  proposi- 
tions in  the  order  laid  down. 

First:  To  divide  the  United  States  into  £lec- 
toral  districts. 

We  are  struck  with  the  want  of  uniformity  in 
the  manner  of  choosing  Electors  in  difierent  parts 
of  the  Union.  Seven  States,  entitled  to  seventy 
Electors,  choose  them  by  districts ;  seven  others, 
entitled  to  seventy-one  Electors,  choose  them  by  ' 
a  legislative  ballot ;  and  the  remaining  ten,  entitled 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty,  choose  them  by  a  j 
general  ticket.  In  the  old  monarchies  of  Europe, 
a  want  of  uniformitv  in  the  operation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is  natural,  because  they  are  composed  of 
conquered  provinces^  badly  amalgamated,    and 
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cKh  retuoing  a  part  of  its  former  laws  and  cus- 
toms; bot^  IB  the  United  States,  composed  of 
aoTeieignties  rolantarily  united,  and  all  acting 
ondei  the  same  clause  of  the  same  Constitution, 
Dudebf  themselres,  such  deviations  are  most  un- 
mtuni;  and  imply  a  great  fault  in  the  Ck>nstitu- 
tioo  iia^  or  in  its  administration  by  the  State 
Lcfiaktoies.  The  evil  of  a  want  of  uniformity  in 
tbe  choice  of  Presidential  Electors,  is  not  limited 
loits  disfiguring  effect  upon  the  face  of  our  Qoy- 
eranKQt,  hot  goes  to  endanger  the  rights  of  the 
people,  by  permitting  sudden  alterations  on  the 
ere  of  an  acction,  and  to  annihilate  the  right  of 
the  small  States,  by  enabling  the  large  ones  to 
combioe,and  to  tnrowall  their  votes  into  the  scale 
of  a  paitieolar  candidate.  These  obvious  evils 
mike  it  certain  that  any  uniform  rule  would  be 
preferable  to  the  present  state  of  things.  But,  in 
fiziag  o&  one,  it  is  the  duty  of  statesmen  to  select 
tkat  which  is  calculated  to  give  to  every  portion 
of  the  Union  its  due  share  in  the  choice  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  and  to  every  individual  citizen 
a  fair  opportunity  of  voting  according  to  his  will. 
This  would  be  effected  by  adopting  the  JHHriet 
Sj/tlm,  It  would  divide  every  State  into  districts, 
equal  to  the  whole  number  of  votes  to  be  given, 
and  the  people  of  each  district  would  be  governed 
by  its  own  majority,  and  not  by  a  majority  exist- 
ing iasome  remote  part  of  the  State.  This  would 
be  agreeable  to  the  rights  of  individuals :  for,  in 
eaieriag  into  society,  and  submitting  to  be  bound 
bf  the  decision  of  the  majority,  each  individual 
retaiaed  the  right  of  voting  for  himself  wherever 
it  was  practicable^  and  of  being  governed  hf  a 
Dttjoritf  of  the  vicinage,  and  not  by  majorities 
brought  from  remote  sections  to  overwhelm  him 
^  their  accumulated  numbers.  It  would  be 
agreeable  to  the  interests  of  all  parts  of  the  States ; 
foreaeb  State  may  have  different  interests  in  dif- 
fereDt  Darts ;  one  part  may  be  agricultural,  another 
maQD&ctariag,  another  commercial ;  and  it  would 
be  uQJost  that  the  strongest  should  govern,  or  that 
two  sboold  combine  and  sacrifice  the  third.  The 
district  sjalem  would  be  agreeable  to  the  intention 
of  COT  preKQt  Constitution,  which,  in  giving  to 
«Bch  Elector  a  separate  vote,  instead  of  giving  to 
fMh  Slate  a  consolidated  rote,  composed  of  all 
i^  fileetonl  suffrages,  clearly  intended  that  each 
^^  of  persons  entitled  to  one  Elector,  should 
utre  the  hght  of  giving  one  vote,  according  to 
their  own  sense  of  their  own  interests. 

The  general  ticket  system,  now  existing  in  ten 
l^tes,  was  the  ofispring  of  policy,  and  not  of  any 
^position  to  give  fair  play  to  the  will  of  the 
f^ie.  It  was  adopted  by  the  leadioff  men  of 
^  States,  to  enable  them  to  consolidate  the 
11^  of  the  State.  It  would  be  easy  to  prove  this 
hr  referring  to  facts  of  historical  notoriety.  It  con- 
'nbatesto  pre  power  and  consequence  to  the  lead- 
^  who  manage  the  elections,  but  it  is  a  defmrture 
^  the  intention  of  the  Constitution  ;  violates 
the  rights  of  the  minorities,  and  is  attended  with 
■»w  other  evils.  The  intention  of  the  Constitu- 
tion is  violated,  because  it  was  the  intention  of 
"at  lostrumenl  to  give  to  each  mass  of  persons, 
entitled  to  one  Elector,  the  power  of  giving  that 


Electoral  vote  to  any  candidate  they  preferred. 
The  rights  of  minorities  are  violated,  because  a 
majority  of  one  will  carry  the  vote  of  the  whole 
State.  This  principle  is  the  same,  whether  the 
Elector  is  chosen  by  general  ticket  or  by  legisla- 
tive ballot ;  a  majority  of  one,  in  either  case,  car- 
ries the  vote  of  the  whole  State.  In  New  York, 
thirty-six  Electors  are  chosen  ;  nineteen  is  a  ma- 
jority, and  the  candidate  receiving  this  majority 
IS  fairly  entitled  to  count  nineteen  votes ;  but  he 
counts,  in  reality,  thirty-six ;  because  the  minority 
of  seventeen  are  added  to  the  majority.  These 
seventeen  votes  belong  to  seventeen  masses  of 

Eeople,  of  forty  thousand  souls  each,  in  all  six 
undred  and  eighty  thousand  people,  whose  votes 
are  seized  upon,  taken  away,  and  presented  to 
whom  the  majority  pleases.  Extend  the  calcula- 
tion to  the  seventeen  States  now  choosing  Elec- 
tors bv  general  ticket  or  legislative  ballot,  and  it 
will  snow  that  three  millions  of  souls,  a  popula- 
tion equal  to  that  which  carried  us  through  the 
Revolution,  may  hav6  their  votes  taken  from  them 
in  the  same  way.  To  lose  their  votes,  is  the  fate 
of  all  minorities,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  submit ; 
but  this  is  not  a  case  of  votes  lost,  but  of  votes 
taken  away,  added  to  those  of  the  majority,  and 
given  to  a  person  to  whom  the  minority  is  opposed. 

Mr.  B.  would  be  unwilling  to  use  a  harsh  epi- 
thet, but  he  considered  this  case  as  amounting  to 
an  impressment  of  civil  rights,  more  dangerous  to 
our  liberties  than  the  impressment  of  our  bodies 
by  British  ships  of  war.  Free  elections  are  the 
corner  stones  of  all  our  institutions,  and  our  citi- 
zens are  sufficiently  sensible  to  all  attempts  to 
destroy  that  freedom  by  violence.  The  violation 
of  the  right  of  one  single  vote,  by  a  military  force, 
would  excite  the  indignation  of  the  whole  conti- 
nent, and  the  disbandment  of  our  six  thousand 
men  would  not  be  enough  to  relieve  us  from  fu- 
ture apprehension.  Yet  legislative  eoactments 
may  be  equally  fatal,  and  are,  in  reality,  more 
dangerous,  to  the  United  States,  because  less 
dreaded. 

A  further  mischief  of  the  general  ticket  system 
is,  in  segregating  the  States,  drawing  them  up 
against  one  another,  like  hostile  ships  in  battle. 
Out  of  this  svstem  has  sprung  the  anti-social 
words  of  modern  invention — '^  effective  votes," 
'*  operative  votes" — as  if  the  States  were  contend- 
ing with  Turks  or  Russians.  This  alienates  the 
States  from  each  other,  and  fills  them  with  hos- 
tile feelings,  and  the  President  elected  must  be- 
come the  President  of  the  States  which  choose 
him,  and  look  with  colduess  and  resentment  upon 
those  which  opposed  him. 

The  choice  of  Electors  by  legislative  ballot  is 
subject  to  all  the  objections  which  apply  to  the 
general  ticket  system,  and  to  others  of  the  gravest 
kind.  In  the  first  place,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
direct  infraction  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  an  open  usurpation  of  the  rights  of  the 
pe^le. 

The  words  of  the  Constitution  are:  "Each 
<  State  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner  as  the  Le- 
'  gislature  thereof  may  direct,  a  number  of  Elec- 
'  tors,  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and 
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'  Representatives  to  which  the  State  may  be  enti- 

<  tlcKl  in  the  Congress,"  dec. 

The  analysis  of  this  clause  shows  that  two 
powers  are  required  to  act :  first,  the  Legislature, 
which  is  to  direct  the  manner ;  and,  secondly,  the 
State,  which  is  to  appoint  the  Electors. 

Are  the  words  "State"  and  "Legislature"  syn- 
onymous ? 

The  word  State  is  a  comprehensive  term.  It 
takes  in  all  sorts  and  sizes  of  government,  but  al- 
ways requires  three  constituent  principles,  to  wit : 
people,  territory,  and  sovereignty.  In  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  it  has  a  precise  mean- 
ing, too  obvious  to  be  insisted  upon  here.  It  is 
never  confounded  with  the  words  "  Convention" 
or  "  Leffislature."  When  the  "  State"  is  to  do  a 
thing,  the  people  of  the  State  are  to  do  it,  and  a 
legi^ative  Doay  is  not  competent  to  act,  because  it 
is  not  the  State,  but  a  department  of  it.  The  con- 
stitutions of  all  the  States  declare  the  legislative 
body  to  be  a  department  only.  Whenever  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  intended  the 
Legislatures  of  the  States  to  do  an  act,  indepen- 
dent of  the  people,  it  has  expressed  its  intention  in 
terms  wholly  unequivocal,  as  in  the  appointment 
of  Senators  in  Congress — "The  Senate  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  composed  of  two  Senators 
from  each  State,  chosen  by  the  Legislature  there- 
of, for  six  years,"  &c.  In  the  mode  of  ratifying 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  the  distinctions 
are  again  explicit:   "The  Congress,  whenever 

*  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  shall  deem  it  neces- 
^  sary,  shall  propose  amendments  to  this  Consti- 

*  tution,  &c.,  which  shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents 
^  and  purposes,  as  part  of  this  Constitution,  when 

<  ratified  oy  the  Legislatures  of  three-fourths  of 

*  the  States,  or  by  conventions  in  three-fourths 
^'thereof."  It  would  be  absurd  to  admit  the  Le- 
gislature to  be  the  State,  for,  in  that  case,  there 
wocdd  be  no  State  when  the  Legislature  was  not 
in  session.  Certainly,  it  seems  to  be  a  loss  of 
time  to  employ  words  upon  a  difference  so  palpa- 
ble ;  but  it  is  necessary  to  mark  it ;  for  the  ques- 
tion now  to  be  decided  turns  upon  the  distinction 
between  the  appointing  power  of  the  State,  and 
the  directorial  power  of  the  Legislature,  over  the 
forms  of  the  election. 

No  argument  in  favor  of  this  legislative  preten- 
sion can  be  bottomed  on  the  word  "appoint.-' 
Literally,  it  may  refer  to  the  act  of  any  number. 
In  common  parlance,  it  refers  to  the  act  of  an 
individual,  and  that  individual  a  superior,  as  "the 
King  appoints  his  Ministers."  In  the  Constitu- 
tion, it  is  used  synonymously  with  elect  and 
choose.  It  is  so  used  in  an  after  clause  of  this 
same  article,  and  in  reference  to  this  identical  ap- 
pointment of  Electors—"  Congress  may  determine 
the  time  of  choosing  the  Electors,  and  the  day  on 
which  they  shall  give  their  votes,"  dbc.  In  fine, 
the  word  "  appoint"  was  evidently  used  to  avoid 
that  fiffure  or  speech  which  the  rhetoricians  call 
tautophony,  that  ungraceful  repetition  of  sound 
which  would  be  produced  by  saying  "  elect  Elec- 
tors." 

The  word  "manner"  can  imply  nothing  but 


form — as  the  mode  of  conducting  the  eiectioD, 
taking  the  votes,  certifyina:  the  returns,  &c. 

The  word  "  direct,"  is  less  susceptible  of  mis-  ! 
construction  than  any  one  in  the  clause;  and,  i 
above  all  others,  has  Men  farthest  deviated  froin. 
It  always  implies  an  address  to  a  third  party,  and 
never  to  one's  self.  It  is  incapable  of  being  so 
used.  A  man  may  refi:ulate  his  own  conduct,  but 
he  directs  that  of  others.  A  parent  directs  his 
child ;  a  tutor  directs  his  pupil;  a  Qeneral  directs 
the  operations  of  his  army ;  a  legislative  body  may- 
direct  the  people  how  to  go  through  the  forms  of 
an  election ;  but  a  man  cannot  direct  himself;  a 
legislative  body  cannot  direct  itself.  There  is  not 
a  book  in  the  English  language  which  uses  the 
word  in  this  sense ;  not  one,  from  the  little  primer, 
that  comes  to  us  in  company  with  the  birchen  rod, 
up  to  the  ponderous  folio  of  Johnson.  No  man 
acquaintea  with  the  power  of  language  would  so 
use  it ;  much  less  the  eminent  men  who  framed 
the  Constitution  with  so  much  ability,  both  as 
scholars  and  statesmen,  and  with  such  scrupulous 
re^rd  to  the  precise  meaning  of  every  word  ad> 
mitted  into  that  important  instrument.  But  the 
Legislatures  of  seven  States  have  so  used  it,  and 
the  question  is,  not  whether  they  are  right  or 
wrong,  but  whether  they  have  the  right  to  alter 
the  fixed  meaning  of  a  plain  English  word,  for 
the  purpose  of  investing  themselves  with  a  power 
which  the  Constitution  had  given  to  the  people  of 
the  States  ? 

Mr.  B.  asserted  the  obvious  meaning  of  the 
clause  to  be  the  same  as  if  it  had  been  conceived 
in  the  following  words:  "The  people  of  each 
State  shall  elect,  in  such  form  as  the  L^islature 
thereof  may  prescribe,  a  number  of  Electors, 
equal,"  &c.  Instead  of  which,  the  Legislatures 
referred  to  had  practised  under  it  as  if  written  i 
"  The  Legislature  of  each  State  shall  elect,  in 
such  manner  as  they  and  each  of  them  shall  sever- 
ally please,  a  number  of  Electors,  equal,"  dbc. 

Thus,  upon  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  it  is 
clear  that  the  people  of  the  States,  and  not  the 
Legislatures  ot  the  States,  have  the  right  to  choose 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President. 

The  construction  put  upon  the  Constitution,  at 
the  time  of  its  adoption,  proves  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  the  Virffinia  convention,  said, 
"  The  people  choose  the  Electors." 

The  Federalist  says  the  same  thing,  in  twenty 
places.  No.  68  repeats  it  four  times.  It  describe 
the  Electors  as  "  men  chosen  by  the  people,  for  the 
special  purpose"  of  choosing  the  {^resident  It 
describes  them  as  "a  small  number  of  persons  se> 
lected  by  their  fellow-citizens  from  the  general 
mass."     It  says,  the  Constitution  has  '*  referred 

<  the  election  of  tne  President,  in  the  first  instance, 
^  to  an  immediate  act  of  the  people  of  America, 

<  to  be  exerted  in  the  choice  of  persons  for  the 

<  temporary. and  sole  purpose  of  making  the  ap- 
'  pointment."  And  it  speaks  again  of  the  Electors 
as  "a  special  body  of  representatives,  deputed  by 
'  the  society  for  the  single  purpose  of  making  the 
'  important  choice." 

To  this  list  of  authorities  may  be  added  the 
Legislatures  of  seventeen  States,  which  have  pre- 
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scribed  the  forms  of  choosing  Electors,  and  left  it 
to  the  people  themselves  to  make  the  cnoice. 

HaTisg  quoted  these  constructions  of  the  Con- 
stitation  to  prerent  misapprehension,  Mr.  J.  would 
give  his  opinion  upon  the  effect  which  they  should 
bare  upon  the  decision  of  the  Senate. 

He  <nd  not  admit  that  any  Senator,  or  any  other 
officer  whose  duty  it  became  to  expound  the  Con- 
stitauon,  was  bound  by  a  previous  construction. 
He  did  not  admit  that  they  were  in  the  condition 
of  judges,  construing  a  statute,  and  tied  down  by 
respect  to  their  brothers,  and  the  practice  of  a 
thousand  years,  to  obey  the  previous  decisions  in 
tBalogoos  cases.  Their  dutv  depended  upon  a 
peculiar  obligation  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution 
itself.  All  le^lators  have  been  anxious  to  per- 
petuate their  mrork,  and  all  have  had  recourse  to 
the  security  of  oaths.  Lycurgus  swore  the  Spar- 
tans to  maintain  his  laws  until  his  return ;  then 
went  abroad,  died,  and  had  his  ashes  scattered  in 
the  air.  The  framers  of  the  American  Constitu- 
tioo  invoked  the  aid  of  the  same  security,  but 
without  limitation  of  time  or  circumstance.  In 
Article  6  they  have  required  that — 

''The  Senstora  and  Representatives  in  Congress, 
tbe  memben  of  the  several  State  Legislatures,  and  all 
Executive  and  Jodicial  officers,  both  of  the  United 
^$Ute«  and  of  the  several  States,  shall  be  bound  by  oath 
or  affinaatien,  to  aapport  this  Constitotton." 

Upon  this  oath,  each  person  intrusted  with  the 
great  duty  of  expounding  the  Constitution,  is 
bound  to  go  back  to  the  words  of  the  instrument 
itself,  whenever  a  question  of  construction  arises. 
He  may  and  ought  to  consult  the  opinions  of  others, 
in  order  to  enlighten  his  own.  He  may  quote  the 
opinions  of  others  to  give  greater  weight  to  his 
own;  but  he  cannot  surrender  his  own  in  favor  of 
another,  which  he  believes  to  be  wrong,  without 
di5regarding  the  obligation  by  which  he  has  bound 
himself  to  support  this  Constitution. 

The  reasons  -which  induced  the  Convention  of 
17S7  to  institute  an  intermediate  body  of  Electors, 
the  attribotes  w^hich  they  were  to  possess,  and  the 
dangers  from  "which  they  were  to  be  free,  will 
^uaUy  show  that  legislative  bodies  were  not  in- 
tended to  choose  the  Electors,  much  less  to  erect 
themselves  into  Electoral  colleges.  These  rea- 
M)ns,  attributes,  and  apprehended  dangers,  will  be 
found  stated  in  the  Federalist,  No.  68,  but,  for  the 
sake  of  brevity  and  perspicuity,  will  be  presented 
to  the  Senate  under  the  heads  to  which  they  be- 
long: 

1.  The  Electors  are  to  be  chosen  within  thirty- 
foar  days  before  the  first  Wednesday  in  December. 

2.  They  are  to  be  chosen  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
electing  the  President  and  Vice  President. 

3.  They  are  to  meet  on  the  same  day  through- 
out tbe  Union. 

4.  They  are  to  sit  but  one  day. 

5.  Tbe  Electoral  colleges  are*  not  to  be  subject 
to  caballing. 

B.  They  are  not  to  be  pre-existing  bodies. 

hi  bhttging  the  legislative  bodies  to  the  test  of 
these  reasons  and  attributes,  they  will  not  only  be 
considered  in  their  apparent  capacity  of  electors 


of  Electors,  but  in  their  real  character  of  Electors 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

First.  The  Electors  are  to  be  chosen  within 
thirty-four  days  before  the  day  of  electing  the 
President. 

The  reason  for  fixing  an  interval  so  short  is  suf-* 
ficiently  obvious.  In  the  first  place,  it  delays  the 
choice  of  Electors  until  there  is  full  time  tor  all 
the  Presidential  candidates  to  be  known.  In  the 
second  place,  it  allows  no  time  for  combinationa 
to  be  formed  between  tbe  Electors  of  different 
States,  or  for  the  Electors  themselves  to  be  bribed 
or  intrigued  with.  Yet  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
latures, in  the  seven  States  referred  to,  are  elected, 
one,  two,  three,  and  even  four  years  before  the 
day  of  electing  the  President.  None  of  them  are 
chosen  for  a  shorter  time  than  one  year,  most  of 
them  for  two,  and  the  Senators  of  several  are 
chosen  for  four  years!  The  whole  of  them  are 
obnoxious  to  the  objections  against  which  the 
Constitution  intended  to  guard.  There  is  ample 
time  for  intrigue,  for  corruption,  and  for  combina- 
tions. The  voice  of  the  people  has  but  an  indirect 
operation  when  the  members  of  the  Legislature 
are  chosen  one  year  before,  and  none  when  they 
are  chosen  two,  three,  or  four ;  for,  at  that  time, 
the  names  of  the  candidates  are  unknown,  ana 
the  Presidential  election  unthought  of  by  the  body 
of  the  people. 

Secondly.  The  Electors  are  to  be  chosen  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  electing  a  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident. 

The  reason  of  this  qualification  needs  no  illus- 
tration. It  #as  clearly  intended  to  close  the  door 
against  the  possibility  of  bartering  votes  by  giving 
to  the  Electors  but  one  single  subject  to  vote 
upon.  How  will  the  legislative  bodies  stand  the 
test  of  this  reason?  When  chosen  within  some 
months,  or  a  year,  before  the  time  of  electing  the 
President,  they  are  chosen  partly  for  that  purpose 
and  partly  for  many  other  purposes.  Some  know- 
ing ones,  some  furious  partisans,  and  some  equally 
furious  enemies,  may  surrender  all  considerations 
for  the  single  object  of  getting  in  a  man  who  will 
be  for  or  against  a  particular  candidate  for  the 
Presidency ;  but  with  the  body  of  the  people,  the 
legislative  duties  will  be  the  first  consideration, 
and  the  Presidential  election,  nothing  but  an  in- 
gredient, mixing  itself  in  dinerent  proportions  in 
the  main  inquiry.  This  is  the  best  aspect  of  the 
question,  and  must  be  confined  to  elections  which 
take  place  within  some  months,  or  within  a  year 
before  the  President  is  chosen.  To  those  wnich 
come  on  two,  three,  or  four  years  before,  the  Pre- 
sidential election  is  entirely  out  of  view.  So  far 
from  being  chosen  for  the  sole  purpose,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  are  not  even  thought  of 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  the  President.  Strong 
as  this  case  is,  there  is  still  a  more  flagrant  point 
of  view  in  which  to  exhibit  it.  It  is  the  case  of  a 
legislative  body,  elected  purely  for  legislative  pur- 
poses, and  afterwards  repealing  the  laws  which 
directed  the  people  how  to  go  through  the  forms 
of  the  election,  and  seizing  into  their  own  hands 
the  whole  power  of  appointing  the  Electors.  This 
is  not  an  imaginary  case.    It  has  repeatedly  hap- 
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pened.  It  is  sufficient  to  name  one  instance ;  that 
of  New  Jersey,  in  the  year  1812,  in  which  the 
Legislature  thus  invested  itself  with  the  power  of 
appointing  Electors  about  three  days  before  the 
people  would  have  exercised  it.  When  met  in 
the  Legislature,  innumerable  are  the  opportunities 
and  temptations  to  barter  votes.  Judges,  generals, 
governors,  and  many  other  State  officers  are  to 
be  elected.  Towns  are  to  be  laid  off,  perad ven- 
ture on  some  member's  land.  New  counties  are 
to  be  erected  for  the  benefit  of  a  clerk,  a  sheriff, 
and  a  colonel ;  perad  venture,  also,  members  at  the 
time.  Many  other  local  interests  are  to  be  ac- 
commodated. The  members  interested  in  all 
these  domestic  questions,  are  laid  under  violent 
temptations  to  exchange  votes  with  the  friends  of 
a  Presidential  candidate. 

Thirdly.  The  Electors  are  to  meet  on  the  same 
day,  throughout  the  Union,  and  to  vote  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President. 

The  Legislatures  meet  on  the  days  fixed  by  the 
State  constitutions,  or  on  the  days  which  they 
themselves  Hx  by  law.  In  neither  case  are  they 
governed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
When  met,  the  Legislature,  at  any  time  that  it 
pleases,  enters  upon  the  business  of  choosing  a 
President ;  and,  when  the  choice  is  made,  a  farce 
is  got  up  to  appease  the  manes  of  the  Constitution. 
Nominal  Electors  are  chosen,  and  sent  to  the 
place  where  the  votes  of  the  State  are  to  be 
counted.  Instead  of  {^oing  to  vote  for  President, 
they  carry  the  votes  in  their  pockets,  the  same 
which  they  have  received  from  the  legislative 
body.  These  votes  are  shown  and  counted,  and 
tiie  form  of  an  election  is  gone  through,  but  no 
more  of  the  substance  than  were  is  of  a  wedding 
in  the  annual  marriage  of  the  Doge  of  Venice 
with  the  Adriatic  Sea.  The  real  election  was 
held  weeks  or  months  before,  when  the  l^islative 
body  selected  their  candidate;  and  the  nominal 
Electors  are  nothing  but  messengers,  trusted  to 
bring  the  votes  to  the  place  of  counting,  and 
without  any  more  power  over  them  than  the 
messenger  afterwards  employed  by  themselves  to 
take  up  these  same  legislative  votes,  and  bring 
them  on  to  the  Seat  of  Government. 

Fourthly.  The  Electoral  Colleges  are  to  sit  but 
one  day. 

The  reason  for  limiting  the  Electors  to  this 
transient  existejice,  was  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  intrigues  and  corrupt  practices,  by  denying  the 
time  that  would  be  necessary  to  carry  them  into 
effect.  But  the  sittings  of  the  legislative  bodies 
are  not  under  the  control  of  this  limitation.  They 
sit  as  long  as  they  please — usually  several  months 
"T^ind,  during  all  that  time,  it  is  beset,  like  a  be- 
sieged fortress,  by  armies  of  intriguers ;  cannon- 
aded with  books  and  with  pamphlets ;  bombarded 
with  newspapers ;  perforated  with  the  rifle  shot 
of  private  and  confidential  letters;  and  under- 
mined by  the  silent  operations  of  sappers  and 
miners. 

Fifthly.  The  Electoral  Colleges  were  not  to  be 
subject  to  cdbaUing, 

The  framers  of  the  Constitution  sought  to  pro- 
tect the  Presidential  election  from  the  influence 


of  that  occult  management  which  is  the  bane  I 
republican  councils.  They  thought  they  had  sul 
ceeded  when  they  instituted  Colleges  of  Elector 
composed  of  few  persons,  selected  for  their  e!| 
vated  character ;  brought  together  suddenly ;  coi 
fined  to  the  discharge  of  one  single  duty,  an 
dispersed  in  the  short  space  of  twenty-foar  houil 
But  legislative  bodies  are  the  reverse  of  all  thi 
They  are  the  true  field  for  caballing  ;  the  theati 
adapted  to  the  talents  of  such  men  as  the  fi^ 
Cabinet  Ministers  of  Charles  the  Second ;  to  tJ] 
initials  of  whose  names,  combined  with  tbeirchai 
acters,  the  world  is  indebted  for  the  politicaj  sij^ 
nification  of  the  Hebrew  word  cabaL  The  Legi^ 
lature  of  Pennsylvania  aflforded  a  signal  exampl 
in  the  year  1800.  The  two  Houses  differed  i 
the  choice  of  President.  They  would  neith^ 
pass  a  law  to  direct  the  people  how  to  hold  tij 
election,  nor  would  they  vote  together.  The^ 
was  a  majority  of  "  two"  in  the  Senate,  and  thi 
lean  majority,  in  the  leanest  branch  of  the  Legii 
lature,  paralyzed  the  power  of  the  State,  ani 
forced  a  compromise  with  the  other  branch,  b 
which  the  elective  power  of  the  people,  like  tij 
spoil  of  a  vanquish^  enemy,  was  divided  betwed 
themselves,  each  naming  one-half  the  Electors  !| 

Sixthly.  The  Electoral  Colleges  were  not  j^ri 
existing  falodies. 

For  the  obvious  reason  that  they  might  not  b 
tampered  with,  beforehand,  to  prostitute  tbej 
votes.  Yet,  the  legislative  bodies  are  pre-exis 
ent,  to  the  extent  of  one,  two,  three,  and  e?e| 
four  years ;  and,  during  all  this  time,  are  subje^ 
to  the  danger  irom  which  it  was  the  intention  o 
the  Constitution  that  the  Electors  of  the  Pres 
dent  should  be  free.  I 

Upon  each  of  these  reasons  the  legislative  pre 
tension  to  choose  Electors  is  condemned.  Bu 
there  is  one  more  argument  to  be  brought  agaiDs 
them ;  an  argument  not  invented,  but  found;  no 
taken  from  the  head,  but  drawn  from  the  page  o\ 
American  history ;  from  the  Journal  of  the  Cof^ 
vention  of  1787,  from  the  act  of  the  great  meii 
who  framed  the  Constitution.  An  argument  ol 
that  conclusive  nature  which  only  requires  to  b< 
stated  to  silence  opposition. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  read  from  the  Journal  oim 
Convention,  pages  92, 190,  324,  333,  to  show  thaf 
it  was  proposed,  at  one  time,  to  have  Elector^ 
chosen  by  the  Congress ;  at  another  to  have  thenj 
appointed  by  the  Governors  of  the  States;  at 
another,  to  vest  the  power  of  choosing  them  la 
the  Legislatures  of  the  dififerent  States ;  that  tbij 
latter  proposition  was  actually  adopted  at  on^ 
time,  on  the  19th  of  July,  and  remained  in  the 
plan  of  the  Constitution  until  the  6th  day  ol 
September  following,  when  it  was  struck  out  h^ 
a  vote  of  nine  States  against  two.  New  HamiH 
shire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
and  Georgia,  in  favor  of  striking  out ;  North  and 
South  Carolina  in  favor  of  retaining  the  clause.] 

Mr.  B.  believed  that  all  attempts  to  aropii'y| 
such  an  argument  as  this,  would  only  weaken  it- 
He  had  tried  the  legislative  pretension  by  tne 
words  of  the  Constitution ;  by  its  contempoiane- 
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oos  construction ;  br  all  the  reasons  which  led  to 
the  JDstitiitioD  of  electoral  Colleges,  and  by  the 
Tote  of  theConrention  passing  upon  the  identi- 
cal point  in  question  ;  and,  upon  every  trial,  the 
nretession  wts  condemned,  and  stood  before  the 
Senate  as  t  direct  infraction  of  the  Constitution, 
and  tn  open  osarpation  of  the  rights  of  the 
people. 

Nothing  hsa  been  said  to  justify  it.  On  the 
cootrary,  the  excuses  and  apologies  for  the  gene- 
ral ticket  and  legislative  syBtems,liaTe  turned  upon 
the  admission  of  their  impropriety.  The  Sena- 
tor from  New  York,  (Mr.  Van  Burbn,)  in  that 
spirit  of  amity,  concession,  and  mutual  deference, 
which  cannot  be  too  much  admired,  has  even  pro- 
posed to  sorrender  both  these  systems,  upon  con- 
ditiooi  nerertbeless,  that  the  small  States  should 
surrender  their  right  to  an  eventual  vote  for  Pres- 
ideat,  bf  Statei,  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
He  has  called  this  a  compromise,  and  has  cer- 
taiolir'  urged  it  upon  the  Senate  with  unaffected 
and  becoming  seriousness.  But  the  proposition 
caoQot  be  met.  The  terms  are  not  equivalent. 
Oo  the  part  of  the  great  States,  it  is  proposed  to 
reii&qaish  a  power,  usurped  from  the  people,  in 
violation  of  the  Constitution  ;  on  the  part  of  the 
small  States,  it  is  proposed  to  surrendfer  a  Con- 
stitutional right :  the  one  growing  out  of  ambi- 
tion and  schemes  of  domination ;  the  other  grant- 
ed to  the  small  States  for  the  preservation  and 
security  of  their  rights.  Others  place  the  apology 
DpoQ  different  pounds.  They  run  over  a  list  of 
the  Slates  which  hare  adopted  these  modes,  and 
tbea  saf ,  they  must  adopt  the  same,  by  way  of 
xlf-defenee,  and  that  they  will  discontinue  it 
vheo  the  rest  will  do  so.  Thus,  these  States  taiie 
the  attitude  of  Caesar  and  Pompey,  each  declining 
to  disband  his  army  first.  They  prefer  to  violate 
the  CoDstitotion,  and  to  outrage  tne  rights  of  the 
P^ple,  rather  than  be  the  first  to  set  an  example 
of  justice  and  moderation. 

Two  questions,  of  great  delicacy,  now  present 
theiDselTes: 

1-  If  Electors  are  not  appointed  according  to 
the  Constitution,  can  their  votes  be  counted  ? 

^'  If  objected  to,  who  shall  judge  them  ? 

It  is  the  doty  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  to 
^unt  the Totcs.  Can  they  count  unconstitutional 
rotes  1  If  they  cannot,  shall  they  not  judge  every 
Tote  befm  it  it  counted  7 

Mr.  6.  woald  not  debate  these  questions.  He 
^N  that  the  time  might  never  arrive  when  it 
»JQld  be  necessary  to  debate,  much  less  to  de- 
cide  them.  The  country  had  seen  the  agitation 
^^  1^«,  and  the  still  greater  agitation  of  1820 ; 
yet  iheie  were  nothing  but  gentle  breezes,  dead 
calms,  compared  to  what  might  be  expected  if 
^Qgr^  should  sit  in.  judgment  upon  the  votes 
^J  serea  States.  Yet,  if  it  shall  become  their 
^°(7. shall  they  hesitate  ?  Shall  they  flinch  from 
^  defence  of  the  Constitution  which  they  have 
^W(RD  to  ddend,  because  seven  States  may  stand 
'eady  to  light  up  the  flames  of  civil  war,  if  not 
permiuej  to  violate  that  sacred  instrument  ac- 
^^'\«  to  their  own  wiU  and  pleasure?  He 
ipoice  hypothetically,  and  with  all  the  respect  for 


the  States  referred  to,  which  was  compatible  with 
the  undissembled  expression  of  his  own  opinion. 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  start  a  new  discussion, 
or  to  excite  feeling,  but  to  have  the  advantage  of 
a  new  and  powerful  consideration  in  favor  of  the 
district  system — in  favor  of  some  uniform  mode 
of  choosing  the  President ;  and  thus  bringing  back 
these  States  to  the  path  of  the  Constitution,  by 
the  gentle  means  of  an  amendment,  pointing  at 
no  one  in  particular,  and  bearing  upon  all  alike. 
Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  ar^e  the  becoii d  proposi- 
TioNj  which  he  had  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate,  to  wit :  to  discontinue  the  use  of 
an  intermediate  body  of  Electors  in  the  choice  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 
He  read  from  the  Federalist,  No.  68,  to  show  the 
views  with  which  Electors  were  instituted : 

*'  It  was  equally  desirable  that  the  immediate  elec- 
tion shoald  be  made  by  men  most  capable  of  analyzing 
the  qaalities  adapted  to  the  station,  and  acting  under 
eircamstanees  most  favorable  to  deliberation,  and  to 
a  judicious  combination  of  all  the  reasons  and  tn- 
dttcements  that  were  proper  to  govern  their  choice. 
A  small  number  of  persons,  selected  by  their  fellow- 
eitiseas  from  the  general  mass,  will  be  most  likely  to 
possess  the  information  and  discernment  requisite  in 
so  complicated  an  investigation." 

By  the  Constitution  it  was  intended  that  the 
electoral  office  should  be  one  of  the  first  dignity 
in  the  Republic.  The  Electors  were  to  be  se- 
lected ;  men,  chosen  by  the  people  on  account  of 
their  superior  virtue  and  intelligence,  and  left  to 
make  choice  of  a  President,  according  to  their 
own  enlightened  understandings,  without  the 
slightest  control  from  the  less  informed  multitude. 
This  was  the  intention,  but  the  plan  has  wholly 
failed  in  the  execution.  The  Electors  are  not  in- 
dependent; they  have  no  superior  intelligence; 
they  are  not  left  to  their  own  judgment  in  the 
choice  of  President ;  they  are  not  above  the  con- 
trol of  the  people ;  on  the  contrary,  every  Elector 
is  pledj^d,  before  he  is  chosen,  to  give  his  vote 
according  to  the  will  of  those  who  choose  him. 
He  is  nothing  but  an  agent,  tied  down  to  the  exe- 
cution of  a  precise  trust.  Every  reason  which 
induced  the  Uonvention  to  institute  Electors  has 
failed.  They  are  no  long[er  of  any  use,  and  may 
be  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  They 
are  not  useful,  beoause  they  have  no  power  over 
their  own  vote,  and  because  the  people  can  vote 
for  a  President  as  easily  as  they  can  vote  for  an 
Elector.  They  are  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  because,  in  the  first  place,  they  intro- 
duce extraneous  considerations  into  the  election 
of  President ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  they  may 
sell  the  vote  which  is  intrusted  to  their  keeping. 
They  introduce  extraneous  considerations,  by 
bringing  their  own  character  and  their  own  exer- 
tions into  the  Presidential  canvass.  Every  one 
sees  this.  Candidates  for  Electors  are  now  se- 
lected, bot  for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  Fed- 
eralist, but  for  their  devotion  to  a  particular  party; 
for  their  popular  manners,  and  their  talent  at 
electioneering. 

The  Elector  may  betray  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, by  selling  his  vote.    The  operation  is  easy, 
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because  he  votes  byr  ballot ;  detection  is  impossi- 
ble, because  he  does  not  sign  his  vote ;  the  re- 
straint is  nothing  but  his  own  conscience,  for 
there  is  no  legal  punishment  for  his  breach  of 
trust.  If  a  swindler  defrauds  you  out  of  a  few 
dollars  in  property  or  money,  he  is  whipped  and 
pilloried,  and  rendered  infamous  in  the  eye  of  the 
law ;  but,  if  an  Elector  should  defraud  forty  thou- 
sand people  out  of  their  vote,  there  is  no  remedy 
but  to  abuse  him  in  the  newspapers,  where  the 
best  men  in  the  country  may  be  abused,  as  much 
as  Benedict  Arnold  or  Judas  Iscariot.  Every  rea- 
son for  instituting  Electors  has  failed,  and  every 
consideration  of  prudence  requires  them  to  be 
discontinued.  They  are  nothing  but  agents,  in 
a  case  which  requires  no  agent ;  and  no  prudent 
man  would,  or  ought,  to  employ  an  agent  to  take 
care  of  his  monev,  his  property,  or  his  liberty, 
when  he  is  equally  capable  to  take  care  of  them 
himself. 

But,  if  the  plan  of  the  Constitution  had  not 
failed — if  we  were  now  deriving  from  Electors 
all  the  advantajres  expected  from  their  institution 
— ^I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  B.,  would  still  be  in  favor 
of  getting  rid  of  them.  I  should  esteem  the  in- 
corruptibility of  the  people,  their  disinterested  de- 
sire to  get  the  best  man  for  President,  to  be  more 
than  a  counterpoise  to  all  the  advantages  which 
might  be  derived  from  the  superior  intelligence 
of  a  more  enlishtened,  but  smaller,  and,  therefore, 
more  corruptible  bodjr.  I  should  be  opposed  to 
the  intervention  of  Electors,  because  the  double 
process  of  electing  a  man  to  elect  a  man,  would 
paralyze  the  spirit  of  the  people,  and  destroy  the 
life  of  the  election  itself.  Doubtless  this  machin- 
ery was  introduced  into  our  Constitution  for  the 
purpose  of  softening  the  action  of  the  democratic 
element ;  but  it  also  softens  the  interest  of  the  peo- 
ple in  the  result  of  the  election  itself.  It  places 
them  at  too  great  a  distance  from  their  first  ser- 
vant. It  interposes  a  body  of  men  between  the 
people  and  the  object  of  their  choice,  and  gives  a 
false  direction  to  the  gratitude  of  the  President 
elected.  He  feels  himself  indebted  to  the  Elec- 
tors, who  collected  the  votes  of  the  people,  and 
not  to  the  people,  who  gave  their  votes  to  the 
Electors.  It  enables  a  few  men  to  govern  many, 
and,  in  time,  it  will  transfer  the  whole  power  of 
the  election  into  the  hands  of  a  few,  leavin|[  to 
the  people  the  humble  occu|)ation  of  confirming 
what  has  been  done  by  supjerior  authority. 

Mr.  B.  referred  to  historical  examples,  to  prove 
the  correctness  of  his  opinion. 

He  mentioned  the  Cfonstitution  of  the  French 
Republic,  of  the  year  III,  of  French  liberty.  The 
people  to  choose  Electors;  these  to  choose  the 
Councils  of  Five  Hundred,  and  of  Ancients ; 
and  these,  by  a  further  process  of  filtration,  to 
choose  the  Five  Directors.  The  effect  wa&  that 
the  people  had  no  concern  in  the  election  of  their 
Chief  Magistrates,  and  felt  no  interest  in  their 
fate.  They  saw  them  enter  and  expel  each  other 
from  the  political  theatre,  with  the  same  indifier- 
ence  with  which  they  would  see  the  entrance  and 
the  exit  of  so  many  players  on  a  stage.  It  was  the 
same  thing  in  all  the  sulMiltem  Republics  of  which 


the  French  armies  were  delivered,  while  orertun 
nine  the  thrones  of  Europe.  The  constitutia 
of  the  Ligurian,  Cisalpine,  and  Partfaenopeii 
Republics,  were  all  duplicates  of  the  mother  idi^ 
tution,  at  Paris ;  and  all  shared  the  same  fii 
The  French  consular  constitution,  of  the  ye^ 
VIII,  (the  last  vear  of  French  liberty,)  preserve 
all  the  vices  ot  the  Electoral  system ;  and  froi 
this  fact,  alone,  that  profound  observer,  Necka 
from  the  bosom  of  his  retreat,  in  the  midst  of  tl 
Alps,  predicted  and  proclaimed  the  death  of  III 
erty  in  France.  He  wrote  a  book  to  prore  tha 
''  Liberty  would  he  ruined  by  providing  any  kindi 
SiAttituU  for  Popular  EUeOane,"  and  the  resq 
verified  his  prediction,  in  four  years.  But  tl 
strangest  of  all  arj^ments  against  the  use  of  Ele 
tors,  the  fact  which  goes  farther  than  all  otb^ 
to  prove  them  to  be  dangerous  to  the  rights  oft] 
people,  is,  that  they  are  continued  in  r raoce,  i 
this  time,  under  the  charter  of  Louis  XVHL  Tl 
people  choose  Electors,  as  under  the  constituuoi 
of  the  years  III  and  VIII ;  and  these  ElectQ 
choose  the  deputies  to  the  legislative  body.  He^ 
tofore,  the  Court  party  contented  itself  with  a  in 
jority,  but  the  signs  of  liberty  shown  by  the  n 
nority,  in  opposing  the  Spanish  war,  has  dett 
mined  it  to  have  the  entire  body  devoted  to  tl 
Crown  ;  and  the  last  advices  inform  as,  that  tl 
Chamber  would  be  dissolved  to  make  room  for  ik 
chanse,  which  would  be  openly  effected  by  bri 
inff  the  Electors. 

Mr.  B.  regretted  that  the  young  Repubhc 
Colombia  had  adopted  the  Electoral  system,  U^ 
in  the  choice  of  r^resentatives  in  the  Cortes,  al 
in  the  election  of  the  Supreme  Executive.  Doul 
less  they  proceeded  upon  the  idea,  that  the  peof 
were  not  sufficiently  enlightened  for  the  practi 
of  self-government ;  but  the  body  of  the  peof 
are  always  sincerely  devoted  to  the  interest 
their  country,  and  their  honest  mistakes  are  h 
dangerous  to  liberty  than  maybe  theartful  desig 
of  a  small  and  select  body. 

He  referred  to  the  era  of  the  adoption  of  t 
American  Constitution,  to  show,  that  many  < 
lightened  statesmen  were  then  opposed  to  the  t 
of  Electors.  From  the  debates  in  the  Virgii 
Convention,  he  read  several  passages  from  speeci 
delivered  by  Mr.  Monroe ;  among  others,  the  f 
lowinff : 

"  He  (the  President)  is  to  be  elected  in  a  ma 
'  ner  perfectly  dissatisfactory  to  my  mind.  1 1 
'  lieve  that  he  will  owe  his  election,  in  fact,  (o  i 
'  State  Qovemments,  and  not  to  the  people 

<  large."  "A  combination  amonff  the  Elect 
'  might  easily  happen,  which  would  fix  on  a  m 
'  every  way  improper.  Contemplate  this  in  all 
'  consiequences.     Forei^  nations,  by  their 

'  trigue8,may  have  great  influence,  in  each  State, 
» the  election  of  President.  Will  not  the  inflaei 
'  of  the  President  himself  have  mat  weight 
*  his  re-election  ?  The  variety  of  the  offices 
^  his  disposal,  will  acquire  him  the  favor  and 
'  tachment  of  those  who  aspire  after  them,  and 
^  their  friends.    He  will  nave  some  coDnex 

<  with  the  members  of  the  difierent  branche: 

<  the  Qovernment.    They  will  esteem  bim, 
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cao5e  ihey  will  be  acquainted  with  him,  live  in 
:he  same  town,  and  often  dine  with  him.  This 
£uniliar  and  frequent  intercourse  will  secure  him 
great  ioftueaee.  I  presume,  when  once  he  is 
elected,  he  may  be  re-elected  forever." 

Third  PaoPosiTioN  :  To  commit  the  election 
I  Presideal  to  a  direct  vote  of  the  American 
eople. 

This  is  oot  a  new  project.  It  was  presented 
ad  discassed  in  the  Convention  of  1787,  was 
irice  put  to  the  vote,  and  supported  by  the  States 
f  Fenasylrania  and  Delaware,  then  represented 
f  %me  of  the  ablest  men  that  any  age  or  coun- 
rv  has  prodoced.    These  representatives  were — 

F'jr  Penatflvania —  For  Ddawart-— 

Beojamin  Franklio,  Georg^e  Read, 

Thomas  Mifflin,  Gunning  Bedford, 

Robert  Morris,  John  Dickinson, 

George  Clymer,  Richard  Basset,  and 

Thomas  Fitzsimmons,  Jacob  Broom, 
lared  bgersoU, 
James  Wilson,  and 
Goflrerneur  Morris. 

Mr.  B.  took  a  pride  in  reviving  the  proposition 
tftl^ese  great  men.  He  felt  himself  treading  upon 
ate  groand,  when  he  could  say  to  the  American 
vcple,  "^  I  am  endeavorinff  to  carry  into  effect 
b?  plan  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  of  the  emi- 
ieni  statesmen  whose  names  have  been  just  read." 
^Dd.  instead  of  being  called  upon  for  an  arp^ument 
a  rapport  of  a  plan  so  congenial  to  theprmciples 
i  oar  GoTernment,  he  would  suppose  that  the 
Imericao  people  would  call  for  the  reasons  which 
Rented  its  adoption  when  firstproposed.  These 
[^oQs  will  be  found  in  the  Federalist,  in  No. 
^S.sQdredace  themselves  to  objections  growing 
»iof- 

1>  The  extent  of  the  country ; 
-.  The  difference  of  population ; 

3.  Danger  of  foreign  interference ; 

4.  Danger  of  corruption ; 

3.  Want  of  intelligeoce  in  the  people  \ 

^'  Danger  of  tumults  and  popular  commotions. 

Without  inquiring  into  the  validity  of  these  ob- 
jeciions,  at  the  time  that  they  were  urged,  it  will 
^  >ufficieDt  to  consider  them  now,  and  to  show 
that,  with  the  experience  which  has  been  ac()uired 
uace  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  m  the 
pfcsent  condition  of  America,  there  is  not  one  of 
'^m  which  does  not  admit  of  a  prompt  and  satis- 
Jifiory  answer. 

Ttne.  The  extent  of  the  country.  This  objec- 
IjOQwodd  be  fatal,  if  the  American  citizens,  like 
|he  Romans,  were  called  from  all  parts  of  the 
HepoUie  to  vote  at  the  Seat  of  Government.  But 
^Q^T  vill  continue  to  vote  where  thev  now  do,  in 
tfieir  respective  counties,  wards,  ana  townships; 
|he  timeoily  will  be  fixed  by  Congress  to  make 
tae  day  of  the  election  the  same  throughout  the 
\^m\  bat  all  the  forms  will  be  regulated  by  the 
Jitau:  Legislatures. 

•xwfid.  Difierence  of  population.  This  objec- 
*ion  wottld  be  fatal  if  the  votes  were  to  be  con- 
|<<tidated  ia  one  general  return.  In  that  case  the 
'laveholdiag  Sutcs  would  lose  the  three  votes 


in  five  which  they  now  give  for  their  black  popu- 
lation. Doubtless  it  would  be  well  for  them  if 
they  could  lose  them  by  getting  rid  of  their  black 
population.  The  race  of  whites  would  take  their 
place,  and  five  would  count  five,  instead  of  count- 
mg  three,  as  it  now  does.  It  is  the  peculiar  mis- 
fortune of  those  States  that,  to  all  the  evils  inci- 
dent to  the  possession  of  slaves,  is  superadded  a 
loss  of  political  weight  by  this  method  of  count- 
ing five  persons  for  three.  But  the  objection 
would  be  equally  fatal  if  all  the  States  were  non- 
slaveholding.  The  qualifications  of  voters  difier 
in  each.  In  some  the  right  of  suffrage  is  univer- 
sal ;  in  others  it  is  limited  to  those  who  have  paid 
a  tax;  in  others  to  those  who  hold  a  house,  or 
possess  real  estate;  and  in  all  a  residence  of 
greater  or  less  duration  is  required.  In  each  of 
these  the  same  mass  of  population  would  give  dif- 
ferent numbers  of  votes.  But  this  objection  is 
avoided,  and  the  relative  weight  of  the  States  is 

f  reserved,  precisely  as  fixed  by  the  Constitution. 
Dstead  of  a  consolidated  vote,  the  election  will 
be  decided  by  districts.  Each  district  will  give 
one  vote,  as  it  now  chooses  one  Elector ;  and  the 
candidate  preferred  in  the  district  will  be  entitled 
to  that  vote.  To  the  result,  it  will  be  wholly  im- 
material whether  the  district  containing  a  given 
number  of  souls,  sav  40,000,  shall  contain  one 
thousand  or  seven  tnousand  persons,  entitled  to 
vote  for  members  in  the  most  numerous  branch 
of  the  State  Legislature.  It  is  to  persons  thus  en- 
titled that  the  privilege  of  voting  for  President  is 
proposed  to  be  extended ;  and  it  will  depend  upon 
the  State  constitutions,  not  upon  Congress,  or  the 
Federal  Constitution,  to  restrain  or  enlarge  this 
privilege. 

Third.  Danger  of  foreign  interference.  That 
there  is  reason  to  apprehend  such  interference  is 
readily  admitted.  The  histories  of  all  elective 
Governments  are  full  of  examples.  Our  own 
contains  one  instance  of  open  and  avowed  inter- 
ference, that  of  Genet's  proclamation,  in  the  year 
1795.  But  it  is  denied  that  the  people  are  most 
subject  to  be  influenced  by  this  interference.  By 
what  means  do  foreign  nations  interfere  in  elec- 
tions? First,  by  troops;  secondly,  by  money. 
Our  local  position  frees  us  from  apprehension  of 
the  first;  and,  as  for  mone)r,  it  must  come  through 
the  hands  of  the  diplomatic  corps;  and  must  be 
distributed  to  the  persons  with  whom  they  con- 
gregate. Who  are  these?  American  farmers? 
No.  Foreign  Ministers  are  not  seen  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  States,  at  the  houses  of  the  farmers, 
ofiering  gold  for  votes ;  and,  if  they  should  ever 
attempt  it,  they  would  find  many  to  answer,  with 
the  incorruptible  George  Reed,  *'  The  King,  your 
master,  is  not  rich  enough  to  buy  me ;"  and  not  a 
few  whose  answer  would  stop  lorever  the  ad- 
vance of  the  Minister.  No,  sir,  foreign  agents  go 
to  small  bodies  of  men ;  to  a  Polish  diet ;  to  a 
Germanic  college;  to  a  conclave  of  holy  cardi- 
nals ;  and  we  know  how  they  go.  In  the  time  of 
Francis  and  Charles,  they  went  to  the  German 
Electors,  followed  by  long  trains  of  mules,  packed 
with  bags  of  gold  and  silver ;  but,  since  the  in- 
troduction of  bills  of  exchange,  the  company  of 
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the  long-eared  animals  is  dispensed  with.  A  scrip 
of  paper  is  equally  efficacious,  and  avoids  the 
scandal  of  a  public  display.  If  foreign  gold  shall 
ever  be  brought  to  influence  our  elections,  it  will 
go  to  the  Electors,  or  to  the  legislative  bodies, 
which  have  usurped  the  power  of  choosing  the 
President,  and  not  to  the  people  at  large.  We 
have  seen  the  time  when  tens  of  millions  would 
have  been  given  by  either  of  the  great  belligerents 
of  Europe  to  have  elevated  a  man  to  the  Presidency 
who  would  have  involved  the  Republic  in  the 
war,  as  one  of  their  allies ;  and  these  times  may 
be  seen  again,  when  the  virtue  of  public  men 
shall  be  less  stern  than  it  has  been.  The  authors 
of  the  Federalist  were  unfortunate;  they  were 
absolutely  unlucky  in  the  application  of  this  ob- 
jection. It  is  an  argument  tor,  instead  of  against 
the  people,  and  recoils  with  overwhelming  force 
upon  a  small  body  of  Electors. 

Fourth.  Danger  of  corrupting  the  people.  This 
objection  is  taken  from  the  history  or  small  States, 
composed  of  one  or  two  cities ;  or,  from  the  his- 
tory of  great  ones,  where  the  political  power  re- 
sided in  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital.  But,  ex- 
amples thus  derived,  have  no  application  to  the 
state  and  condition  of  the  American  people.  What 
would  be  the  means  of  corruption  m  tne  United 
States  ?  They  have  already  been  exhibited  in  the 
speech  of  our  present  Chief  Magistrate,  delivered 
in  the  Virginia  Convention,  in  the  year  1788,  and 
quoted  in  the  beginning  of  this  argument.  Offices, 
loans,  contracts,  and  entertainments,  constitute 
those  means.  Apply  them  to  the  people.  Of 
offices,  there  would  not  be  one  for  a  thousand ;  of 
loans,  not  one  in  an  hundred  thousand  would  have 
any  money  to  lend  on  terms,  either  good  or  bad ; 
of  contracts,  there  would  not  be  ten  in  the  thou- 
sand who  would  want  them,  nor  one  in  the  thou- 
sand who  could  get  them.  The  ^reat  extent  of 
the  Republic,  and  the  dispersed  situation  of  the 
inhabitants,  would  render  it  impossible  to  entertain 
them  en  masse,  as  Ca&sar  did  the  Roman  citizens 
upon  his  return  from  Gaul.  The  twenty-two 
thousand  tables,  spread  by  that  conqueror,  for  the 
dregs  of  a  degenerate  city,  could  not  be  stretched 
from  Maine  to  Florida,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Mississippi.  But^  change  the  direction  of  these 
engines  of  corruption.  Address  the  offices,  loans, 
contracts,  and  dinners,  to  a  College  of  Electors ! 
Do  you  see  this  book  ?  said  Mr.  B..  (holding  up 
an  octavo  volume  bound  in  blue  and  gold.)  It  is 
the  brother  to  this,  (holding  up  another  much  less,) 
and  two  years  younger,  but,  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  nature,  the  younger  is  one  fourth  the  largest. 
These  books  are  compiled  under  a  resolution  of 
Congress,  and  directed  to  be  laid  upon  our  tables 
on  the  first  day  of  January  of  each  new  Congress. 
The  one  which  was  due  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary last,  has  not  yet  appeared.  I  was  anxious  to 
have  had  it,  and  to  have  compared  it  to  its  elder 
brethren,  for  I  am  much  mistaken  if  the  new  born 
infant,  from  the  moment  of  its  birth,  will  not  ex- 
ceed all  his  family  in  size,  and  that  the  increase 
will  be  the  same,  in  each  succeeding  member  of 
the  family,  until,  in  form  and  dimensions,  a  mon- 
ster shall  be  produced.    This  book,  the  last  that 


has  appeared,  came  forth  on  the  1st  day  of  Janua 
1822. 

It  contains  two  hundred  and-fifty  seven  pag 
every  page  contains  forty  names,  every  nai 
fills  an  omce,  and  every  office  draws  an  anm 
salary  out  of  the  public  Treasury,  varying  id 
degrees  from  nine  thousand  dollars  down  to  a  uc 
The  whole  is  in  the  gift  of  the  Executive, 
is  the  book  of  Executive  patronage,  the  Blue  Bo 
of  the  Republic,  the  Red  and  Gold  Book  of  I 
monarchies  of  Europe.  But  this  book  cannot  c 
rupt  the  people.  The  ten  thousand  offices 
contains,  could  effect  nothing  among  ten  milli< 
of  people.  Nine  millions  nine  hundred  ihouss 
would  remain  without  offices,  and  uncorrupt 
But  apply  it  to  an  Electoral  college  of  two  hund 
and  sixty-one  members,  or  to  a  small  Legislat 
body,  and  there  would  be  places,  by  dozens, 
themselves  and  their  friends.  The  virtue  i 
simplicity  of  this  day  must  pass  awav-  The  ti 
will  come,  when  political  power  will  be  boui 
and  when  the  money  of  the  people  will  be  tai 
to  pay  the  price.  The  time  will  come,  wheo 
wifeless  and  childless  bachelor  shall  not  look 
for  a  successor  to  his  estate,  with  more  anxi 
solicitude  than  the  incumbent  President  shall  I 
out  for  a  successor  to  his  Presidential  power.  *] 
time  will  come,  when  the  American  Presidi 
like  the  Roman  Emperors,  will  select  his  sue 
sor,  take  him  by  the  hand,  exhibit  him  to  the] 
pie,  place  him  upon  the  heights  and  eminence 
the  Republic^  display  him  in  every  amiable,  ei 
attractive  point  of  view,  make  him  the  chanm 
all  favor,  and  draw  the  whole  tribe  of  paras 
and  office  hunters  to  the  feet  of  the  favorite, 
know  it  is  written,  that  more  nations  worship 
rising  than  the  setting  sun ;  but,  let  the  two  ^ 
appear  above  the  horizon  at  once ;  let  their  i 
be  drawn  to  a  focus  upon  an  Electoral  colleg 
Legislative  assembly ;  yes,  let  their  concents 
rays  fall  at  once  upon  the  double  ranks  of  t 
united  worshippers ;  let  two  Blue  Books  be 
played  at  once,  the  actual  President  paying  d< 
his  ten  thousand  offices,  and  the  heir  appa 
giving  his  note  for  ten  thousand  more,  due 
payable  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  then  i 
ensuinff !  What  virtue  could  stand  such  tri 
The  eneet  must  be  overwhelming  upon  a  sd 
body  of  two  or  three  hundred  Electors ;  ba^ 
these  temptations  would  become  insignificant  ^ 
scattered  and  dispersed  among  the  millions  of 
pie  which  fill  the  Republic.  The  candidate 
their  favor  could  derive  no  benefit  from  his 
list  of  offices.  He  must  come,  with  a  list,  nc 
offices  to  be  given,  but  of  services  performe 
the  field  or  the  cabinet.  He  must  come,  like 
elder  Cato,  to  reform  the  manners  of  a  degen^ 
age,  by  an  example  of  simplicity  and  econonl 
his  own  person — ^like  Apnius  Claudius,  to  imp 
and  adorn  the  interior  of  nis  country — ^like  Oil 
to  crush  conspirators  by  the  thunder  of  hisi 

?[uence — like  Scipio,  to  expunge  the  rival  n^ 
rom  the  face  of  the  earth— like  Marius,  sc^ 
with  innumerable  wounds,  received  froa:i 
public  enemy — he  must  come,  like  our  own  { 
Washington,  not  to  pillage  his  country,  bi 
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Tre  her,  aod  to  retire  from  her  service,  through 
t  portals  of  ererlastioff  fame. 
Mr.  B.  took  ap  the  rl/th  objection. — Want  of 
ffieient  inteUi^Dce  in  the  people  to  enable  them 
make  a  jodicioas  choice  of  President. 
He  said,  ibis  objectioo  had  a  weight  in  the  year 
S7,  to  wliidi  it  is  not  entitled  in  the  year  1824. 
or  GoFcrofflent  was  then  young,  schools  and 
Ueges  were  scarce,  political  science  was  then 
D^oed  to  few,  and  the  means  of  diffusing  intel- 
^ce,  were  both  inadequate  and  uncertain.  The 
perimeat  of  a  popular  government  was  just  be- 
ipiD^;  the  people  had  been  just  released  from 
bjectioQ  to  an  hereditary  King,  and  were  not  yet 
ttiised  io  tlie  art  of  choosing  a  temporary  chief 
'  themselrei.  But,  thirty-six  years  have  reversed 
5  pictoie.  Thirty-six  years,  which  have  pro- 
ctd  so  many  wonderful  changes  in  America, 
Te  accompbshed  the  work  of  many  centuries 
OD  the  incelligence  of  its  inhabitants.  Within 
11  P«nod,  scQookt,  colleges,  and  universities, 
ve  mdiipjied  to  an  amazing  extent  Tbe  means 
i^BsiBg intelligence  have  been  wonderfully  aug- 
ioted  by  the  establishment  of  six  hundred  news- 
^  aod  upwards  of  five  thousand  post  offices. 
ie  whole  course  of  an  American's  life,  civil,  so- 
il, and  religious,  has  become  one  continued 
ne  of  iatellectoai  and  of  moral  improvement. 
^  io  every  week,  more  than  eleven  thousand 
nt,  emioeat  lor  learning  and  for  piety,  perform 
I  double  task  of  amending  the  hearts,  and  en- 
hteDmgtiie  understandings,  of  more  than  eleven 
nsand  congregations  of  people.    Under  the  be« 

Eiofioence  of  a  free  Government,  both  our 
ic  iDstitQtions  and  private  pursuits,  our  juries, 
ctWQs,  courts  of  justice,  the  liberal  professions. 
i  tbe  meekanic  arts,  have  each  become  a  school 
Hitical  science  and  of  mental  improvement. 
^Federal  Legislature,  in  the  annual  message 
tbe  President,  in  reports  from  heads  of  Depart- 
Bt5,  and  committees  of  Congress,  and  speeches 
members,  pours  forth  a  flood  of  intelligence 
ttch  carries  its  waves  to  the  remotest  confines 
uie  Repobiic.  In  the  different  States,  twenty- 
tr  Sute  Execatives,  and  State  Legislatures,  are 
Kually  repeating  tbe  same  process  with  in  a 
» limited  sphere.  The  habit  of  universal  trav- 
Hi  aod  the  practice  of  universal  interchange 
iboogbt,  are  continually  circulating  the  intelli- 
^  of  the  eonntry,  and  auffmenting  its  mass. 
^  lace  of  our  country  itself^its  vast  extent,  its 
t^tl  aod  varied  features,  contribute  to  expand 
^  ftamao  intellect  and  to  magnify  its  power. 
^^\hia  half  a  century  of  the  enjoyment  of  lib- 
tf  hu  liren  practical  evidence  of  the  great 
>rai  inub^  that,  under  a  free  Government,  the 
wer  of  the  intellect  is  the  only  power  which 
«  ihi  algurs  of  (q^q  .  and  virtue  and  intelli- 
^  tbe  only  durable  passports  to  honor  and  pre- 
^*^^  The  conviction  of  this  great  truth  has 
>tv4  an  ontrersal  taste  for  learning  and  for  read- 
*'  ^^^  ^  convinced  every  parent  that  the  en- 
i^m&nuof  the  mind  and  the  virtues  of  the  heart 
toe  oBly  imperishable,  the  only  inestimable 
^  which  he  can  leave  to  hir  posterity.  I  be- 
'e  the  American  people,  said  Mr.  B.,  to  be  the  I 


most  enlightened  upon  earth ;  and  I  say  this,  with 
the  full  recollection  of  the  ridicule  attempted  to  be 
cast  on  the  Federal  Legislature,  some  ten  vears 
a^,  for  an  imputed  design  to  decree  itoelt  the 
wisest  assembly  in  the  world;  which,  if  it  had 
done,  I,  for  one,  should  have  placed  the  resolve  in 
the  chapter  of  decrees,  true  in  themselves,  but  un- 
seasonably proclaimed.  I  repeat  the  expression 
of  my  belief,  with  the  full  knowledge  of  the  fact 
that,  within  three  ^rears  past  it  has  b^n  tauntinely 
demanded,  ^  who,  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe, 
reads  an  American  book?"  And  I  know,  that 
this  supercilious  interrogatory  was  put  by.  the  lu- 
minaries of  the  first  city  of  a  kingdom,  the  popu- 
lace of  whose  second  city,  within  that  period,  yes, 
within  two  years  past^  in  open  day,  in  the  presence 
of  the  magistrates,  m  deiSance  of  the  laws,  in 
masses  of  tens  of  thousands,  rose  upon  a  poor  man, 
their  countryman  and  fellow  townsman,  a  maker 
of  paints  by  trade,  and  demolished  his  house,  de- 
stroyed his  property,  and  were  proceeding  to  put 
himself  to  death,  wnen  the  arrival  of  dragoons 
and  the  blows  of  sabres  released  the  victim ;  and 
all  this,  because  this  enlightened  populace  of  the 
second  city  in  the  kingdom,  had  taken  it  into 
their  illuminated  heads  to  believe  that  the  poor 
paintmaker  compounded  his  red  paints  of  little 
children's  blood,  whom  he  cauffht  and  killed  for 
that  purpose !  And  now,  I  wouid  ask  a  question  in 
my  turn.  I  would  ask,  if  there  is  a  village  in  the 
most  obscure  part  of  the  Republic  in  which  even 
a  mob  of  ten  year  old  boys  could  have  been  raised 
upon  such  an  absurd  vile  fabrication  ?  But,  I  will 
answer  the  Edinburg  question.  I  will  tell  these 
reviewers  who  it  is,  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 
world,  that  reads  an  American  book ;  and  I  will 
say  that,  wherever  liberty  exists,  in  whatsoever 
clime  she  has  a  temple  and  a  votary,  on  whatso- 
ever portion  of  the  earth  the  hands  of  freemen  are 
employed  in  laying  the  foundations  of  a  new  em- 
pire, or  in  repairing  the  ruins  of  an  old  one,  whe- 
ther it  is  in  Europe  or  in  Asia,  in  North  or  in 
South  America,  there  American  books  are  read, 
and  not  only  read,  but  they  bear  away  the  palm 
from  all  that  was  ever  written  by  the  Lockes  and 
Montesquieus  of  England  and  France,  by  the  Pla- 
tes and  Solons  of  Qreece  and  of  Rome. 

But,  whether  the  objection  to  the  intelligence 
of  the  people  was  well  or  ill  founded  in  the  year 
1787,  it  was  at  least  consistent  with  the  intention 
of  the  Constitution  at  that  time.  It  was  the  in- 
tention of  that  day  that  the  people  should  not 
select  the  President ;  that  they  should  limit  them- 
selves to  tbe  choice  of  Electors,  to  whose  superior 
information  and  discernment  the  election  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  should  be  entirely  committed. 
But  this  intention  has  failed  in  practice.  Tbe 
people  now  select  the  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
and  then  choose  an  Elector  pledged  to  support 
their  choice.  An  objection  to  the  intelligence  of 
the  people  would,  at  this  time,  be  both  unfounded 
in  fact,  aod  inconsistent  with  established  practice. 
The  advocate  for  the  objection  would  find  him- 
self in  a  dilemma,  and  I  am  curious  to  see  upon 
which  horn  of  it  he  would  choose  to  hang  himself 
in  the  face  of  the  American  people. 
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Sixth.  Danger  of  tumults  and  popular  commo- 
tions. This  objection  is  taken  from  the  history 
of  the  ancient  republics;  from  the  tumultuary 
elections  of  Rome  and  Greece.  But  the  justness 
of  the  example  is  denied.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
laws  of  physiology  which  admits  a  parallel  be- 
tween the  vindictire  Italian,  the  volatile  Greek, 
and  the  phlegmatic  American.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  state  of  the  respectire  countries,  or  in  their 
manner  of  voting,  which  makes  one  an  example 
for  the  other.  The  Romans  voted  in  mass,  at  a 
single  voting  place,  even  when  the  qualified  voters 
amounted  to  four  millions  of  persons.  They  came 
to  the  ^Us  armed,  and  divided  into  classes,  and 
voted,  not  by  heads,  but  by  centuries.  In  the  Gre- 
cian republics  all  the  voters  were  brought  together 
in  one  great  city,  and  decided  the  contest  in  one 
great  struggle.  In  such  assemblages,  both  the  in- 
ducement to  violence,  and  the  means  of  commit- 
ting it,  were  prepared  by  the  Government  itself. 
In  the  United  States  ail  this  is  diflerent.  The 
voters  are  ass«nbled  in  small  bodies,  at  innumera- 
ble voting  places,  distributed  over  a  vast  extent  of 
country.  They  come  to  the  polb  without  arms, 
without  odious  distinctions,  without  any  tempta- 
tion to  violence,  and  with  every  inducement  to 
harmony.  If  heated  during  the  day  of  election, 
they  cool  off  upon  returning  to  their  homes,  and 
resuming  their  ordinary  occupations.  A  month 
afterwards,  when  the  result  of  a  Presidential  elec- 
tion would  be  known,  the  bodv  of  the  people 
would  be  too  much  occupied  witn  their  own  con- 
cerns, and  too  sensible  to  the  voice  of  reason,  to 
think  of  taking  up  arms  in  favor  of  an  unsuccess- 
ful candidate.  The  party,  defeated  at  an  election, 
must  fight  upon  the  spot,  or  never.  Sleep  and 
dispersion  rapidly  cool  their  belligerent  passions. 
Instead  of  violence,  it  is  apathy  which  we  have 
to  dread  in  our  Presidential  elections.  There  is 
too  much  apathy  at  this  time  upon  the  subject  of 
the  impending  election.  The  intemperance  of 
some  newspapers,  the  heat  of  some  cities,  and  the 
fury  of  some  partisans  furnbh,  do  criterion  for 
estimating  the  temper  of  the  continent.  The 
tranquillity  of  the  American  people  is  not  affected 
by  these  local  agitations.  Some  citizens  confine 
themselves  to  the  inquiry:  "Who  will  you  give 
us  for  President?"  The  question  implying  the 
humiliating  fact  that  an  American  citizen  has  no 
weight  in  the  choice  of  the  first  officer  of  the 
Republic.  Others  are  quietly  looking  out  for  the 
best  man  to  administer  their  afiairs,  and  all  agree 
in  holding  in  the  uttermost  contempt  every  effort 
to  impose  upon  their  judgment,  whether  the  fraud 
shall  be  exhibited  in  the  shape  of  poisonous  de- 
tradtion,  or  of  fulsome  adulation. 

But  let  us  admit  the  truth  of  the  objection. 
Let  us  admit  that  the  American  people  would  be 
as  tumultuary  at  their  Presidential  elections,  as 
were  the  citizens  of  the  ancient  Republics  at  the 
election  of  their  Chief  Magistrates.  What  then  ? 
Are  we  thence  to  infer  the  inferiority  of  the  offi- 
cers thus  elected,  and  the  consequent  degradation 
of  the  countries  over  which  they  presided?  I 
answer  no.  So  far  from  it,  that  I  assert  the  supe- 
riority of  these  officers  over  all  others  ever  ob- 


tained for  the  same  countries,  either  by  heredity 
succession,  or  the  most  select  mode  of  eleciH 
I  affirm  those  periods  of  history  to  be  the  mi 
glorious  in  arms,  the  most  renowned  in  arts,  i 
most  celebrated  in  letters,  the  most  useful  in  pr^ 
tice,  and  the  most  happv  in  the  condition  of  i 
people,  in  which  the  whole  body  of  the  cilizij 
voted  direct  for  the  chief  officer  of  their  couDti 
Take  the  history  of  that  Commonwealth  wbi 
yet  shines  as  the  leading  star  in  the  firmament 
nations.  Of  the  twenty-five  centuries  that 
Roman  State  has  existed,  to  what  period  do 
look  for  the  generals  and  statesmen,  the  poets  a 
omtors,  the  philosophers  and  historians,  the  scii 
torsy  painters,  and  architects,  whose  immo^ 
worics  have  fixed  upon  their  country  the  admir' 
eyes  of  all  succeeding  ages  ?  Is  it  to  the  reigns 
the  seven  first  Kings  ?-^o  the  reigns  of  the  E 
perors,  proclaimed  by  the  pretorian  bands  U 
the  reigns  of  the  Sovereign  Pontifils,  chosen  b 
select  body  of  electors  in  a  conclave  of  most  b 
cardinals?  No— we  look  to  none  of  these,  bu 
that  short  interval  of  four  centuries  and  a  1 
which  lies  between  the  expubion  of  the  Tarqu 
and  the  re-establishment  or  monarchy  in  the  per 
of  Octavius  Csesar.  It  is  to  this  short  period,  c 
ing  which  the  consuls,  tribunes,  and  prstors, « 
annually  elected  by  a  direct  vole  of  the  people 
which  we  look  ourselves,  and  to  which  we  du 
the  infant  minds  of  our  children,  for  all  the  wc 
and  monuments  of  Roman  greatness ;  for  ros 
bridges,  and  aqueducts,  constructed  ;  for  victo 
gained,  nations  vanquished,  commerce  extent 
treasure  imported,  libraries  fotmded,  learning 
couraged,  the  arts  flourishing,  the  city  em 
lished,  and  the  Kings  of  the  earth  humbly  su 
to  be  admitted  into  the  friendship,  and  taken 
der  the  protection  of  the  Roman  people.  It 
of  this  raagnificient  period  that  Cicero  spi 
when  he  proclaimed  the  people  of  Rome  tc 
the  masters  of  Kings,  and  the  conquerors 
commanders  of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.  A 
what  is  wonderful,  during  the  whole  period, 
succession  of  four  huodr^  and  fifty  annual  <j 
tions,  the  people  never  once  preferred  a  citizej 
the  consulship  who  did  not  carry  the  prospd 
and  glory  of  the  Republic  to  a  point  beyond  I 
at  which  he  had  found  iL 

It  is  the  same  with  the  Grecian  Repub 
Thirty  centuries  have  elapsed  since  they  i 
founded  ;  yet  it  is  to  an  ephemeral  period  of 
hundred  and  fiftv  years  only,  the  period  of  ] 
.ular  elections,  which  intervened  between  the 
persion  of  a  cloud  of  petty  tyrants  and  the  c 
ing  of  a  great  one  in  the  person  of  Philip,  I 
of  Macedon,  that  we  are  to  look  for  that  ga 
of  names  which  shed  so  much  lustre  upon  i 
country,  and  in  which  we  are  to  find  the ! 
cause  of  that  intense  sympathy  which  now  h 
in  our  bosoms  at  the  name  of  Greece. 

These  short  and  brilliant  periods  exhibit 
great  triumph  of  popular  elections ;  often  tai 
tuauy,  often  stained  with  blood,  but  always  enl 
gloriously  for  the  country.  Then  the  rigb 
suffrage  was  enjoyed ;  the  sovereignty  of  the 
pie  was  no  fiction.    Then  a  suhlime  spec  I 
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was  seen,  wfaeo  the  Roman  citizen  advanced  to 
the  polls  and  proclaioaed  :  "  I  vote  for  Cato  to  be 
Consul  f  the  Athenian,  "  I  vote  for  Aristides  to 
be  Archon;"  the  Theban,  "  I  vote  for  Pelopidas 
to  be  Boeotareh ;"  the  Lacedemonian,  ^'  I  vote  for 
Leooidas  to  be  first  of  the  Ephori."  And  why 
canoot  an  American  citizen  do  the  same  ?  Why 
mavfloihe  go  up  to  the  poll  and  proclaim,  ''1 
vote  for  Thomas  Jefferson  to  be  President  of  the 
I'niiftf  States  ?"  Why  is  he  compelled  to  put  his 
rote  10  the  bands  of  another,  and  to  incur  all 
the  hazards  of  an  irresponsible  agency,  when  he 
himself  coald  immediatelv  give  his  vote  for  his 
own  chosen  candidate,  without  the  slightest  assist- 
ance from  agents  or  managers  ? 

Bat,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  have  other  objections  to  these 
ioterfflfdtate  Electors.  They  are  the  peculiar  and 
£iTorite  institution  of  aristocratic  republics,  and 
eleciire  monarchies.  I  refer  the  Senate  to  the 
late  Repablics  of  Venice  and  Genoa ;  of  France, 
afid  her  litter;  to  the  kingdom  of  Poland;  the 
Empire  of  Grermany,  and  the  Pontificate  of  Rome. 
On  the  eootrary,  a  direct  vote  by  the  people  is  the 
peculiar  and  favorite  institution  of  democratic 
rrpoUics;  as  we  have  just  seen  iiv^the  Govern- 
iBeDt»  of  Rome,  At  hen  s^  Thebes,  and  Sparta  ;  to 
vhich  may  be  added  the  principal  cities  of  the 
AmpfayctioDic  and  Achean  leagues,  and  the  re- 
nowBed  Rcpablic  of  Carthage  when  the  rival  of 
Rome. 

I  hare  DOW  answered  the  objections  which  were 
brought  forward  in  the  year  '87.  I  ask  for  no 
jadgment  upon  their  ralidity  at  that  day,  but  I 
affirm  them  to  be  without  force  or  reason  in  the 
Tear  1S24.  Time  and  experience  have  so  decided. 
Ves,time  and  experience,  the  only  infallible  tests 
of  good  or  bad  institutions,  have  now  shown  that 
the  cootiaaaoce  of  the  Electoral  system  will  be 
both  useless  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
pf 3ple,  and  that  "  the  only  effectual  mode  of  pre- 
lerving  our  Government  from  the  corruptions 
vh:ch  hare  undermined  the  liberty  of  so  many 
jations,  is,  to  confide  the  election' of  our  Chief 
MagiMraie  to  those  who  are  farthest  removed 
from  the  influence  of  his  patronage ;  ''♦  that  is  to 
»y.to  the  whole  body  of  American  citizens ! 

One  other  objection  yet  remains  to  be  named 
»nd  answered,  an    objection  of  recent  origin, 
stated  for  the  first  time  on  this  floor,  by  the  Sen- 
ior from  New  York,  (Mr.  Van  Buren.)     In 
wbstance  it  is  this,  that,  bv  giving  the  election  to 
^^i  people  in  districts,  the  votes  for  President 
^oald  be  more  apt  to  scatter  among  various  can- 
t'ldite,  less  apt  to  concentrate  upon  one  or  two ; 
aad  thereby  the  chances  of  an  eventual  reference 
^C'  the  House  of  Representatives  would   be  in- 
creafed. 

The  analysis  of  this  objection  shows  it  to  be  an 
objectioD  purely  and  simplv  to  the  district  system, 
»5  the  rotes  woulj^  be  liable  to  scatter  precisely 
a^  mnch  in  choosing  Electors  by  districts,  as  in 
▼oting  for  President  by  districts.  In  either  case 
the  majority  would  lose  the  power  of  impressing 
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the  minority;  and  that  they  ought  to  lose  it,  has, 
in  my  opinion,  been  sufilciently  shown  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  argument.  But  it  is  not  admitted 
that  the  result  would  be  as  apprehended  by  the 
Senator  from  New  York.  In  the  first  place,  the 
candidates  for  the  Presidency,  be  their  number 
what  it  may  in  the  first  stages  of  the  canvass,  will 
always  reduce  themselves,  or  be  reduced,  by  the 
force  of  circumstances,  to  two  or  three  indiviauals, 
before  the  day  of  election  comes  round.  In  the 
second  place,  admitting  that  the  votes  of  one 
State  may  scatter,  yet  the  votes  of  all  the  others 
may  scatter  likewise ;  and  what  is  lost  b)r  a  par- 
ticular candidate  in  one  State  may  be  gainea  by 
him  in  another. 

Fourth — To  continue  the  umpirage  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  all  cases  in  which  no 
candidate  receives  a  majority  of  the  whole  number 
of  votes. 

This  is  the  last  proposition,  said  Mr.  B.,  which 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate.  In  taking  it  up  I  have  to  re- 
gret that  I  shall  find  myself  separatmg  in  opinion 
from  those  from  whom  I  can  never  divide  with- 
out a  painful  apprehension  that  I  am  going  into 
error.  My  sensibility  to  this  unpleasant  sensation 
is  increased  upon  this  occasion,  because,  in  divid- 
ing from  so  many  whose  judgments  I  reverence, 
I  seem  to  take  the  direct  road  which  leads  to  the 
interest  of  my  own  State.  But,  notwithstanding 
the  embarrassing  eflfect  of  this  appearance,  I  wiH 
cheerfully  throw  myself  upon  the  candor  of  the 
Senate  while  I  briefly  show  that  the  real  interest 
of  Missouri,  in  this  question,  is  directly  opposite 
to  what  it  seems  to  be. 

This  infant  State  is  now  called  small ;  but  she 
contains  all  the  elements  of  future  ffreatness.  She 
has  sixty  thousand  square  miles  of  territory,  and 
a  soil  and  climate  adapted  to  the  support  of  the 
heaviest  population.    Her  mines  and  salines  will 

five  rise  to  ^eat  manufacturing  establishments, 
[er  geo^rapnical  position,  in  the  centre  of  the 
vallev  or  the  Mississippi,  will  give  her  great  po- 
litical weight,  and  in  war  her  whole  force  will  be 
disposable,  because  she.  herself,  will  be  inattack- 
able.  The  wonderful  pnenomenon  of  thirty  thous- 
and miles  of  navigable  water,  uniting  in  her  cen- 
tre, and  flowing,  by  one  channel,  to  the  Golf  of 
Mexico,  will  give  her  commercial  advantages 
unequalled  by  any  other  interior  part  of  the  globe. 
On  the  basis  of  the  ordinary  population  of  old 
countries,  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  the  square 
mile,  she  will  be  able  to  contain  nine  millions  of 
souls,  equal  to  the  entire  white  population  of  the 
United  States  at  this  day.  Looking  to  these  facts, 
and  it  is  clear  that  the  permanent  interest  of  Mis- 
souri lies  with  the  powerful,  not  with  the  weak 
States.  But.  leaving  out  of  view  all  considera- 
tions of  this  kind ;  placed  on  a  theatre  which  is 
elevated  far  above  tne  atmosphere  of  local  inter- 
ests ;  charged  with  the  sacred  dutv  of  legislating 
for  the  whole  American  peple,  I  claim  for  myself 
no  more  than  I  freely  grant  to  every  member  of 
the  Senate,  a  sincere  desire  to  perpetuate  our  re- 
publican institutions,  and  to  save  that  union  of 
the  States  upon  which  will  depend  the  happiness 
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and  prosperity  of  our  descendants,  when  we  oar- 
selves  shall  be  beyond  the  reach  of  any  earthly 
government,  either  good  or  bad. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee  pro- 
poses to  take  away  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives the  eventual  right  of  voting  by  States  for 
President,  and  to  vest  it  in  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, voting  by  heads.  The  effect  of  thb  amend- 
ment would  be  to  give  the  election  of  President, 
unconditionally  and  absolutely,  to  the  powerful 
States. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  principle  of  this  amend- 
ment, because  it  goes  to  the  subversion  of  the 
Grovernment  under  which  we  live. 

The  Constitution  of  '87,  reposes  upon  two  prin- 
ciples :  one  federative,  depending  upon  the  States ; 
the  other  representative,  depending  upon  popula- 
tion. Both  are  combined  throughout  the  whole 
frame  of  the  General  Government.  The  most 
inconsiderable  bill  cannot  become  a  law  of  Con- 
gress, without  submitting  to  the  authority  of  each 
of  these  principles.  It  must  receive  the  double 
ratification,  once  by  a  nuijority  of  people  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  once  oy  a  majority 
of  States  in  this  chamber.  The  two  principles 
are  absolute  in  their  application  to  every  measure 
of  the  Federal  Legislature ;  but,  in  the  election  of 
President,  the  federative  principle  is  contingent, 
and  contingent  too  upon  the  will  of  those  tvho 
have  the  inclination  and  the  power  to  prevent  the 
contingency  from  ever  happening. 

Before  the  adontion  of  the  Constitution,  the 
federative  principle  alone  operated.  There  was 
but  one  House  of  Congress  each  State  had  but 
one  vote,  and  the  majority  of  States  decided  every 
question. 

The  Constitution  itself,  was  formed  in  the  same 
way,  in  a  convention  voting  by  States,  and  the 
majority  of  States  deciding  every  question. 

The  great  difficulty  in  the  convention  was,  to 
fix  upon  the  mode  in  which  votes  should  be  counted 
upon  national  subjects :  the  large  States  wishing 
that  a  majority  of  population  should  prevail,  and 
the  small  ones,  that  a  majority  of  States  should 

govern.    The  result  was  a  compromise,  by  which 
oth  principles  were  brought  into  operation,  each 
as  a  check  upon  the  other. 

The  combination  was  new  and  happy.  No 
example  in  any  previous  confederacy,  nor  any 
writer  in  theory,  had  furnished  the  hint.  The 
world  is  indebted  for  it  to  the  great  men  who 
framed  the  American  Constitution,  and,  beyond 
all  doubt,  it  will  give  a  duration  to  our  Govern- 
ment which  could  not  be  expected  from  a  simple 
confederation,  voting  by  States,  nor  from  a  con- 
solidated republic  deciding  every  question  by  the 
maiority  of  numbers. 

fiut  no  human  institution  is  perfect,  nor  are 
there  any  two  principles  upon  earth  which  can 
precisely  balance  each  other.  One  must  be  the 
weakest,  from  the  beginning;  and,  in  practice,  the 
weak  must  become  weaker,  and  the  strong  more 
powerful,  until  the  absolute  mastery  of  one,  and 
the  absolute  subserviency  of  the  other,  is  completely 
established. 
In  the  plan  of  our  Government,  the  federative 


principle  is  the  weak ;  the  representative,  the  strong 
one.  The  federative,  rests  upon  the  States,  which 
are  few;  the  representative,  upon  the  people, 
who  are  numerous.  In  Ume,  the  most  powerful 
must  master  the  other ;  and  the  attack  ba$  now 
beffun. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee,  is 
an  attack  upon  this  principle,  not  in  its  whole  ex- 
tent, but  in  one  point.  What  is  this  point  ?  It 
is  called  '^  an  election  of  President  by  the  House  of 
Representatives." 

In  researches  after  truth,  it  is  important  to  use 
ace  urate  expressions.  T  his  phrase  is  not  accura  te^ 
The  House  of  Representatives  have  no  power  to 
'^  elect,-'  a  President.  They  have  no  elective  fac- 
ulty, no  power  of  choice ;  they  are  limited  to  the 
humble  occupation  of  preferring  one  out  of  three, 
each  of  whom  may  be  obnoxious  to  them.  The; 
are  nothing  but  arbitrators,  referred  to  as  mutoa 
friends,  to  settle  a  qiiestion  of  mutual  interest.  & 
reference  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  is  clearlv 
a  case  of  a  nomination  of  tnree  candidates  by  the 
people,  and  the  acceptance  of  one  by  the  States  J 
with  the  important  qualification  that  the  people 
only  nominate  to  the  States  when  they  caoDoj 
agree  among  themselves.  It  is  not  a  case  o^ 
^'  election  ;"  but  a  sort  of  substitute  for  the  gold 
and  silver  balls  in  the  choice  of  a  Doge  of  Venice 

Before  we  examine  the  objections  to  the  maid 
question,  we  will  stop  a  moment  to  examine  the 
case  of  18d0,  the  example  always  referred  to  as 
the  one  to  be  dreaded,  and  to  avoid  the  repetition 
of  which,  is  one  of  the  main  arguments  in  hm 
of  amending  the  Constitution.  Now,  the  factis^ 
the  case  oi  1800  cannot  possibly  happen  again 
It  was  not  for  want  of  a  majority  that  the  decisioa 
then  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives;  for 
two  candidates  had  each  a  majority,  and  thaj 
majority  was  the  same ;  73  for  Mr.  Jefferson,  aod 
73  for  Mr.  Burr.  It  was  not  for  want  of  a  maj 
jority,  but  for  want  of  designation,  that  the  ques^ 
tiun  went  to  the  House;  and  this  can  never  hap^ 
pen  again,  for  the  Constitution  has  been  amendedj 
and  the  votes  given  for  President,  and  Vice  Presij 
dent,  are  now  designated  in  the  ballots.  The  fac 
of  that  case  can  never  happen  again,  nor  the  esj 
citement  which  it  produced.  What  was  the  causj 
of  that  excitement;  of  that  indignation  and  rm 
which  inflamed  the  country?  It  was  the  faq 
that  a  man  who  had  not  received  one  vote  foi 
President  was  about  to  be  made  President  over 
the  man  who  had  received  a  majority  of  the  pH 
pie's  votes ;  it  was  because  a  candidate,  preferre^ 
by  one  party  to  the  second  office  in  the  Republici 
was  taken  up  by  the  opposite  party,  turned  upoij 
his  old  friends,  and  made  the  instrument  of  crosh 
ing  their  success  in  the  moment  of  enjoyment 
it  was  because  the  people  were  to  be  cheated  ou 
of  their  choice  by  what  they  believed  to  be  a  fraud 
ulent  and  treasonable  combination  against  them 
If  the  thirty-six  ballotings  had  been  between  Mr 
Adams  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  there  would  have  bee' 
no  talk  of  a  civil  war,  no  menace  of  marchio. 
troops.  Both  these  gentlemen  had  been  voted  j^ 
as  President ;  the  country  was  nearly  divided  bd 
tween  them,  and  the  defeated  party  would  har^ 
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ui^eo  their  defeat  tranqoillf,  because  it  would 
hare  been  fair.  The  case  of  1800  can  never  hap- 
pen again,  neither  in  point  of  fact,  nor  in  the  ex- 
ciiement  which  it  prod  need,  and  I  protest  against 
it  as  ui  argoment  in  lavor  of  altering  the  Const!- 
tutioa. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  the  objections  brought 
asaiosi  the  continuance  of  this  power  in  the  House 
of  Representatires.  These  were  of  two  kinds : 
one  o(  principle,  because  it  levelled  the  power  of 
tiie  Srates }  the  other  of  detail,  because  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  held  to  be  an  unfit  depository 
ofthlspriQciple. 

To  show  the  possible  operation  of  this  princi- 
ple, a  table  has  been  exhibited  in  all  the  newspa- 
pers, demonstrating  that  thirty-one  members  of 
Congress,  from  thirteen  of  the  smallest  States, 
mj  be  able  to  decide  the  election.  The  table  is 
not  oev.  It  was  exhibited  in  the  Convention  of 
'37.  and  in  the  Virginia  Convention,  which  rati- 
deti  the  Constitution ;  and  produced,  at  that  time, 
a  result  still  more  astounding;  for,  according  to 
ibese  ubies,  fifteen  members,  from  the  seven 
smaJiest  States,  were  to  effect  the  election.  I  re- 
fer to  these  old  calculations  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
leg  that  the  ttii  now  so  much  dreadea  is  not  a  new 
iiicoTery ,  but  was  perfectly  understood  before  the 
idoption  of  the  Constitution ;  and,  thoiigh  urged 
in  its  most  imposing  form,  was  not  sufficient  to 
prevent  its  adoption  in  a  single  State.  It  was 
then  considered,  as  it  now  must  be,  as  the  mere 
uicolacioa  of  a  possible  case  which  can  never 
I^peo.  So  many  States,  so  widely  dispersed, 
^  the  table  takes  in  Maine  and  Louisiana, 
Delaware  and  Missouri,  Rhode  Island  and  Aia- 
^aiaa^  and  many  others  equally  remote  from  each 
)ther,)  so  many  States,  without  community  of 
Qterest  or  feeling,  can  never  unite  in  a  common 
>bj«ct,  still  less  to  effect  their  purpose  by  the  mir- 
ttalotis  coincidence  of  a  majority  of  one  in  thir- 
^n  successive  instances ;  and  without  this  mir- 
Lcolons  concurrence  of  the  same  majority,  the 
able  loses  all  its  imposing  effect,  and  would  show 
^rieea  States,  having  forty-five  representatives, 
lod  eniiiled  to  seventy-one  electoral  votes,  uni- 
nag  io  one  object,  and  deciding  the  election.  Mr. 
3.  said  he  would  exhibit  another  table  to  the 
^eDa^  which  he  believed  to  be  new,  and  not  only 
>05sible,  hot  probable. 

The  whole  number  of  electoral  votes  at  present 
^  two  handred  and  sixty-one ;  of  these,  one  hun- 
^and  thirty-two  are  ^iven  by  six  States,  which 
fj^ma  their  Electors  either  by  general  ticket  or 
illative  ballot.  The  same  candidate  may  be 
^koi  op  by  the  dominant  party  in  each  of  these 
States,  zui  may  succeed  in  each  bv  a  bare  ma- 
lorify,  Qy  ^  majority  of  one ;  he  will  then  have 
■^TCDty-iwo  voluntary  rotes,  and  sixty  impressed 
>ne«.  All  the  other  States  may  be  against  him, 
*«t  he  L«  elected;  elected  by  six  States  against  the 
'ighteen ;  by  seventy-two  votes  against  one  hun- 
Iredand  eighty-nine;  by  two  million  eieht  hun- 
dred thoosind  people  against  seven  miliion  two 
lundred  thousand !  Yet  this  is  called  an  election 
)y  the  people,  an  election  by  the  majority,  when 
t  is  shown  that  it  may  be  the  work  of  one-fourth 
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part  of  the  States,  one-fourth  part  of  the  votes, 
and  one-fourth  part  of  the  people !  But,  it  may 
be  said,  that  this  is  a  mere  case  of  possibility, 
which  can  never  happen.  I  answer,  to  the  letter 
it  is  not  expected  to  happen,  but,  in  effect,  it  not 
only  can  happen,  but  is  extremely  probable.  The 
six  States  referred  to  are  proximate  to  each  other, 
and  can  easilv  combine.  They  may  differ  about 
the  individual  thejr  would  prefer  ior  President, 
but  they  are  all  united  in  one  wish,  one  design, 
ope  interest,  in  keeping  the  decision  from  the 
States  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  They 
all  have  the  same  horror  at  the  idea  of  seeing 
themselves  balanced  on  a  final  vote  by  the  single 
representative  from  Illinois,  Delaware,  Mississippi, 
and  Missouri ;  and  there  is  no  knowing  to  wnat 
compromises  this  community  of  feeling,  and  this 

i'oint  horror,  may  lead.  Certainly,  while  the 
Electors  continue  to  be  chosen  by  general  ticket 
and  legislative  ballot,  it  is  a  farce  to  talk  about 
the  wiu  of  the  people;  and  with  every  disposition 
to  treat  the  subiect  candidly,  I  think  the  majority 
of  the  people  have  about  as  good  a  chance  for 
succeeding  in  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  as 
they  have  in  a  vote  by  Electors  thus  chosen. 

I  have  said  that  the  principle  of  the  amendment 
reported  by  the  committee,  goes  to  the  subversion 
of  the  Government  under  which  we  live.  That 
principle  is,  that  the  majority  of  the  people  ought 
to  govern.  Certainly  this  is  correct  in  a  consoli* 
dated  Republic ;  but  apply  it  to  the  equal  repre- 
sentation of  the  States  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 
There  are  twenty-six  Senators  from  thirteen  States, 
containing  a  population  of  two  millions;  that  is, 
a  majority  ot  Senators  representing  one-fifth  of 
the  population!  Apply  it  to  the  ratification  of 
treaties.  Eighteen  Senators  from  nine  States, 
containing  a  population  of  one  million  of  inhab- 
itants, mav  prevent  the  ratification  of  a  treaty 
supported  by  thirty  Senators,  representing  nine 
millions  of  people!  Apply  it  to  the  mode  of 
amending  the  Constitution,  which  requires  a  con- 
currence of  three-fourths,  and  the  result  may  show 
you  fourteen  Senators  from  seven  States,  contain* 
ing  six  hundred  and  forty  thousand  souls,  pre- 
venting the  adoption  of  an  amendment  agamst 
the  rote  of  thirty-four  Senators  representing  nine 
and  a  half  millions  of  people  I  But,  it  will  be  said, 
there  is  no  danger  of  any  attack  upon  the  Senate. 
I  answer,  that  tnirty  years  ago  there  was  no  visi- 
ble danger  of  any  attack  upon  the  rights  of  the 
States  in  the  eventual  vote  for  President,  and 
twenty  years  hence  the  class  of  small  States,  now 
so  much  the  most  numerous,  will  become  the  small- 
est number.  At  present  we  count  eighteen  small 
and  six  great  States,  but  in  this  count  the  estimate 
turns  upon  population,  which  is  constantly  vary- 
ing, and  not  upon  the  size  of  the  States,  which  is 
fixed  and  permanent.  All  the  Western  States 
now  in  existence,  will  be  of  the  largest  class. 
Those  to  be  created  will  also  be  of  the  largest 
size.  They  will  wish  it,  to  gratify  their  pride, 
and  it  will  be  granted  them,  to  lessen  their  rela- 
tive weight  in  the  Senate.  Five  new  States  of 
the  largest  class,  must  be  admitted  within  soofe 
years:  Florida  48,000  square  miles,  Arkansas  60,- 
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000,  and  three  more  in  the  Northwest  Territory, 
between  the  State  of  Ulinois  and  Lake  Superior, 
averaging  50,000  square  miles  each.  The  relative 
proportions  of  great  and  small  States  will  then  be 
reversed,  and  a  proposition  which  cannot  be  de- 
fended by  any  one  now,  will  then  be  as  popular 
as  is  the  present  attack  upon  the  eventual  right  of 
the  States  to  decide  a  Presidential  election. 

Gentlemen  say  there  is  no  danger  of  any  attack 
upon  the  equal  representation  of  the  States  in  the 
Senate.  But  I  ask  if  there  are  no  '^  private  griefs'' 
even  now  upon  this  subject?  The  Holy  Scrip- 
tures tell  us,  that  out  of  the  fulness  of  tne  heart 
the  mouth  speaketh;  and  hath  not  the  mouth 
spoken,  and  the  heart  betrayed  its  fulness  upon 
tnb  very  subject,  ^^ithin  a  few  short  days  past? 

[Here  Mr.  Benton  read  the  following  extract 
from  Mr.  Van  Buren's  speech  in  the  Senate,  De- 
cember 29th.] 

'*The  great  Departments  of  the  Government  were, 
the  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial.  The  latter 
is  organized  by  the  two  former,  and  the  influence  of 
the  respective  States,  in  its  organization,  is  of  coarse 
the  same  as  it  is  in  the  other  two.  In  the  choice  of 
the  Executive,  and  in  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, each  State  has  a  representation  proportioned 
to  its  representative  numbers,  with  this  exception, 
that,  in  the  choice  of  the  Executive,  an  addition  of  two 
votes  was  given  to  each  State,  without  regard  te  its 
numbers,  or  the  amount  of  its  contribution  to  the  pub- 
lie  Treasury.  But  in  this  branch  of  the  Legislature 
the  case  is  widely  different.  Here,  in  consequence  of 
the  peculiarity  of  our  condition,  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  the  equitable  principle  of 
representation,  founded  on  population  and  contribu- 
tion, has  been  entirely  disregarded.  Here  each  State, 
on  the  score  of  its  sovereign  character,  has  equal 
weight ;  and  what,  he  asked,  was  the  relative  impor- 
tance of  this  branch  in  the  Government  ?  He  would 
not  say  it  was  that  by  which  all  the  efficient  power  of 
the  Government  was  controlled,  but  he  would  say, 
that  but  a  slight  consideration  of  the  Constitution  was 
necessary  to  show  that  this  branch  did  so  more  than 
any  other.  With  the  single  exception  of  originating 
revenue  bills,  its  legislative  powers  were  coextensive 
with  the  popular  branch.  No  law  could  pass  without 
the  assent  of  the  Senate.  Almost  all  the  important 
proceedings  of  the  Executive  are  subject  to  its  reviirfon. 
All  appointments  require  its  spprobation,  unless  its 
assent  is  first  obtained  to  a  law  providing  a  diflereut 
mode.  The  consent  of  two-thirds  of  this  body  is  ne- 
cessary to  the  validity  of  all  treaties ;  and  it  has  the 
sole  power  to  try  impeachments  of  all  the  high  officers 
of  the  Government,  as  well  Executive  as  Judicial. 
In  a  branch  of  the  Government  possessing  such  ex- 
tensive powers,  the  small  but  patriotic  State  of  Illinois, 
with  a  population  of  fifty-five  thousand,  has  a  repre- 
sentation equal  to  that  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  one  million'  and  fifty  thousand.  The  live 
largest  States  in  the  Confederacy,  viz :  Ohio,  Penn- 
sylvania, Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  New  York, 
with  a  population  of  lour  millions  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand, have  a  representation  but  equal  to  the  five  small- 
eat  States,  with  a  population  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty-three  thouaand.  Nearly  one-half  the  nation,  re- 
■idiDg  in  the  five  largest  States,  has  a  repreaentation 
bat  equal  to  the  one  twenty-seventh  part  residing  in 
the  five  sBuUest  Sutes.    About  one-half  the  whole 


people,  residing  in  five  States,  are  represented  here 
ten  voices,  whilst  the  other  half  are  represented 
thirty-four  voices.    The  disproportion  of  the  reliti 
influence  of  the  several  States,  having  reference 
their  population  fa  a  juat  basis  of  representation,  a 
not  fail  to  strike  every  mind.      The  same  inequil 
existed  at  the  adoption  of  the  Conatitution,  but  in 
much  less  degree.    Then,  taking  an  average  of  t 
population  of  the  States,   and  considering  thoM 
small  who  do  not  come  up  to  it,  the  large  States  w( 
in  a  majority ;  now,  by  the  admission  of  new  Sttt 
with  assent  of  the  old,  they  are  in  a  minority.    Th< 
were,  at  that  period,  eight  large  and  five  small  Sttt 
Now,  by  the  aame  criterion,  there  would  be  found 
be  but  ten  large  and  fourteen  small  States.    Still  d 
waa  all  right ;  it  was  sccording  to  the  compact  in 
which  all  the  States  hsd  voluntarily  entered ;  and 
fervently  hoped,  for  the  peace  and  happiness  of  t 
people  of  these  States,  that  the  day  might  be  fsr  d 
tent,  when  even  a  deaire  ahonid  be  entertained 
alter  iV* 

[Mr.  B.  also  read  the  following  extracts  fro 
Mr.  McDuffie's  speech  in  the  House  of  Repr 
sentatives,  January  16th.] 

"  Now,  said  Mr.  McDirmx,  there  is  no  politic 
principle  more  undeniable  than  that  the  deliben 
opinion  and  settled  conviction  of  a  majority  of  the  pe 
pie,  (in  a  government  recognising  in  them  the  rig 
and  the  capacity  of  self-government,^  ought  to  previ 
over  the  will  of  the  minority,  even  in  relation  to  tl 
Constitution.  Why,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  does  (b 
instrument  require,  for  an  amendment,  the  ooncurrenj 
of  more  than  a  majority  1  I  answer  for  the  very  wiic 
of  purposes ;  but  not  surely  to  give  the  permanent  • 
cendency  to  the  opinion  of  the  minority.  This  f 
quiremsnt  was  intended  for  no  other  purpose,  than  i 
prevent  haaty  and  inconsiderate  changes,  snd  tu  gij 
time  for  reflection  and  deliberation.  But  when  tl 
sense  of  a  decided  majority  of  the  community  is  pi 
manently  and  unalterably  aettled  down  in  farorof  ii 
amendment,  the  end  of  this  proviaion  is  answered,  si 
the  minority  ought  to  yield.  I  will  not  say  that  th< 
have  not  the  Constitutional  right,  aa  well  as  power,  I 
oppose  the  will  of  the  msjority ;  but  I  contend  that 
is  their  morsl  duty,  aa  well  aa  their  undoubted  iole 
eat,  to  yield,  under  auch  circumstancea.'* 

*<  The  small  Sutes  are  the  favorites  of  the  Coatl 
tutlon,  and,  even  under  the  propoeed  amendmtfi 
would  be  eminently  so.  A  very  slight  ezsminati^ 
will  make  this  spparent  There  are  seven  States  inti 
Union  which,  together,  contain  a  population  smstt 
thsn  thst  of  North  Carolina.  What  is  their  relsli^ 
power  1  They  have  fourteen  votes  in  the  SenatsJ 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Legislature,  white  Nap 
Carolina  haa  but  two !  Thia,  too,  is  a  power  of  wbi^ 
they  can  never  be  deprived.  And  yet  we  are  told  ll| 
the  small  States  are  in  danger  of  oppression  !'*         i 

*'  The  seven  Sutes  to  which  I  have  alluded,  are  si 
titled  to  twenty-six  electoral  votes,  while  North  Csij 
Una,  with  a  larger  population,  is  entitled  to  film 
only.  States  having  but  a  aingle  Representative  ij 
entitled  to  three  Electors  for  u  populstion  of  m 
thousand,  whereaa  the  large  States  are  entitled  to  bij 
little  more  than  one  Elector  for  the  same  population. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  read  these  extracts  for  the  ptu 
pose  of  arguing  against  them.  He  read  them  i 
a  solemn  warning  to  the  small  States,  as  pro^ 
that  ail  their  righu  were  in  danger,  their  eqsi 
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representatiOD  opoD  this  floor^  and  their  existence 
in  the  Coastimtion  itself,  which,  it  is  openl)r  con- 
tended, oo^t  to  be  amended  by  a  bare  majority 
of  popMilttion,  witkoat  any  regard  to  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  States  which  composed  it.  Let  it 
not  be  said  that  the  Constitution  will  protect  the 
rights  of  the  small  States.  The  Constitution 
itsieif  mar  be  amended,  not  at  this  moment,  while 
the  sinaJl  States  are  the  majority,  but  some  twen- 
ty or  thirty  years  hence,  when  there  shall  be  eigh- 
teen or  twenty  large  States,  and  no  more  than 
eight  or  ten  small  ones.  The  knowledge  of  this 
ultimate  and  approaching  danger  should  warn  the 
soull  States,  at  this  moment,  to  stand  together, 
and  to  resist  this  attack  iipon  their  riff  hts.  They 
have  already  lost  one  halfof  the  pririlege  secured 
to  them  by  the  Constitution  of  1787.  By  the  Con- 
stitution of  that  day  the  States  in  the  House  of 
Representatiyes  had  the  privilege  of  choosing  a 
Pmident  from  the  five  highest  on  the  list  of  can- 
didates; hj  the  amendment  of  1803,  they  are  re- 
doeed  to  a  choice  out  of  three.  The  range  of 
!%ieetion  is  nanowed  one  half  by  this  first  amend- 
ment, and  now,  by  a  second  amendment,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  take  away  the  right  altogether.  It  is 
tbos  that  the  federative  principle,  the  weak  prin- 
ciple of  our  Government^  is  sinking  under  the 
attacks  of  the  representative  principle,  by  which 
it  mu$t  ercnmally  be  overpowered  and  destroyed. 
The  aaeadment  reported  by  the  committee  re- 
poses Dpoa  a  false  principle.  It  is  made  to  depend 
upon  the  present  unequal  population  of  the  States ; 
iod  the  amment  in  support  of  it  is,  that  it  is  un- 

est  that  Miasoim',  Illinois,  Mississippi,  Alabama, 
ouisiana,  and  Indiana,  should  have  as  much 
w«jglit  IS  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, 
Ohio,  North  Carolina,  and  Massachusetts,  in  the 
decisioD  of  the  Presidential  election.  Now,  the 
»i  States  objected  to,  as  small,  contain  300,000 
square  miles,  while  the  six  referred  to,  as  large, 
coatain  bnt  246,000.  The  first  six,  upon  every 
P^ciple  of  relative  power,  will  be  the  most  pow- 
ofol  io  the  lapse  of  some  years.  They  have  the 
r^totaomber  of  square  miles ;  they  are  capable 
of  uBUitting  the  heaviest  population ;  they  are 
latenor  States,  and  their  whole  force  will  be  dis- 
P<wbje  is  time  of  war.  Admitting  them  to  be 
correctlr  daned  among  small  States,  at  present, 
on  aetonat  of  their  population,  yet  this  classifica- 
toD  is  temwrary.  and  is  altering  itself  every  day, 
lad  it  is  false  policy  to  alter  a  permanent  instrn- 
'^t,  the  Constitution  of  the  Republic,  for  a  tem- 
Pf*'y  wil,  which  will  correct  itself  in  the  course 
"  »fw  years. 

f  /^^'"^nient  of  the  committee  turns  upon  a 
labe  principle,  again,  in  assuming,  as  probable, 
^naibs  not  yet  happened  under  the  Constitu- 
"»o,  iM,  in  all  probability,  will  not  happen  for 
"  «?€  to  come.  It  turns  upon  the  probability  of 
^trjriQgthe  Presidential  election  to  the  House  of 
^fpwaentativfs,  for  want  of  a  majority  of  votes 
^^  wor  of  tny  one  candidate.  This  is  a  contin- 
|*ocy  which  has  not  yet  happened.  The  case  of 
°Ufr  and  Jefferson,  so  constantly  quoted,  is  not  a 
T*  ^^Vmt,  It  was  not  for  want  of  a  majority  J 
^t  these  geatiemea  appeared  before  the  House  I 


of  Representatives,  but  for  want  of  discrimination, 
and  that  is  now  provided  against  b>[  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution,  which  requires  the  Elec- 
tors to  vote  separately  for  President  and  Vice 
President.  The  Constitution  has  been  in  force 
thirty-six  years;  nine  elections  have  taken  place; 
a  majority  of  electoral  votes  has  always  been 

fiven  to  some  one  candidate;  and,  in  the  case  of 
efferson  and  Burr,  a  majority  was  given  to  two 
candidates.  No  election  has  gone  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  want  of  a  majority,  and  it 
now  depends  upon  the  act  of  those  States,  half  a 
dozen  in  number,  which  have  the  will  and  the 
power  to  prevent  it,  whether  the  pendins  election, 
or  any  future  one.  shall  ^o  there  for  that  cause; 
and,  when  we  look  to  the  increased  sensibilities  of 
these  States  upon  this  point,  the  prospect  of  such 
an  occurrence  becomes  a  most  remote  and  improb- 
able contingency. 

Mr.  B.  was  opposed  to  the  committee's  amend- 
ment, because  it  went  to  unsettle  one  of  the  com- 
promises upon  which  the  Constitution  reposes. 
He  quoted  a  part  of  Mr.  Madison's  speech  m  the 
Virginia  Convention,  to  prove  the  right  in  ques- 
tion to  have  been  a  compromise  between  the  great 
and  small  States: 

«A8  to  the  eventual  voting  (for  President)  by  Sutes," 
said  Mr.  Madison,  **  it  has  my  approbation.  The  lesser 
States,  and  some  larger  ones,  will  be  pleased  by  that 
mode.  The  deputies  from  the  small  States  argued, 
snd  there  was  some  force  in  their  reasoning,  that, 
when  the  people  voted,  the  large  States  evidently  had 
the  advantage,  and,  without  varying  the  mode,  the 
interest  of  the  small  States  might  be  neglected  or  sac- 
rificed.    Here  is  a  compromiae." 

Everybody  knows  that,  without  compromise, 
the  Constitution  of  1787  could  not  have  been 
framed ;  and  it  is  a  fair  inference  that,  unless  these 
compromises  are  preserved  inviolate,  the  Consti- 
tution must  perish.  It  was  a  compromise  be- 
tween the  slave-holdinff  and  non-slave-holding 
States  to  admit  a  qualified  representation  of  the 
black  population ;  it  was  a  compromise  between 
the  large  and  small  States  which  produced  an 
equality  of  representation  in  the  Senate ;  and  it 
was  a  compromise  between  the  same  large  and 
small  States  which  gave  the  election  of  President, 
in  the  first  trial,  to  the  people ;  and,  if  they  failed 
to  make  a  choice,  then  referred  to  the  States.  De- 
stroy either  of  these  compromises,  and  one  of  the 
pillars  is  taken  away 'which  now  supports  the  edi- 
fice of  the  Constitution. 

I  know  that  it  is  the  fashion  to  cry  down  the 
House  of  Representatives,  but  there  are  paMtive 
advantages  in  referring  the  election,  upon  the 
second  trial,  to  that  House.  In  the  first  place,  it 
is  necessary  to  the  safety  and  respectability  of  the 
small  States  that  they  should  stand  for  something 
in  the  Presidential  election.  In  a  mere  vote  or 
numbers,  they  are  lost.  No  President,  or  candi- 
date for  the  Presidency,  would  court  their  good 
will,  even  b^  doing  tnem  justice.  Their  most 
meritorious  citizens  would  apply  in  vain  for  the 
humblest  appointment.  All  the  Executive  favors 
would  flow  into  the  great  States  in  reward  of 
past  aervicesy  or  to  induce  new  exertions.    In  the 
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second  place,  it  imposes  a  salutary  restraint  upon 
the  ambition  and  violence  of  the  great  States. 
The  House  of  Representatives  stands  before  them 
in  terroreia.  Thejr  are  constantly  admonished  to 
act  with  moderation,  good  faith,  and  harmony, 
by  the  danger  of  seeing  the  election  slip  out  of 
their  hands.  It  compels  the  Electors,  also,  to  vote 
in  good  faith.  They  are  to  have  but  one  trial. 
There  is  no  room  for  experimental  voting ;  no 
room  for  combinations;  no  room  for  false  run- 
nings upon  different  candidates.  It  deranges  any 
scheme  of  corruption,  by  changing  both  the  Elec- 
tors and  the  mode  of  voting.  It  conforms  to  the 
will  of  the  people;  for  the  Representatives  in 
Congress  are  now  chosen  with  an  eye  to  their  con- 
tingent faculty  of  Electors  of  President ;  and  care 
is  taken  to  elect  those  only  who  will  obey  the 
wishes  of  their  constituents.  In  addition  to  all 
these  reasons,  the  House  of  Representatives  is  a 
safer  depository  of  the  elective  privilege  than  any 
other  body  of  equal  numbers  which  either  exists 
at  this  time  or  can  be  created  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  Who  composes  the 
House  of' Representatives?  Aged  men,  and  men 
in  the  meridian  of  life,  who  have  filled  the  first 
offices  in  their  own  States,  or  under  the  General 
Government,  whose  integrity  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  course  of  public  service  and  of  devotion 
to  the  people's  interest;  young  men,  appearing 
above  tne  political  horizon,  their  bosoms  filled 
with  noble  aspiration,  lookins  forward  to  the  first 
honors  of  their  country,  and  looked  to  by  their 
country  as  the  future  leaders  of  the  Republic.  If 
it  is  said  that  there  may  be  some  bad  material  in 
the  House^  I  will  ask  for  the  body  of  equal  num- 
bers in  which  there  is  so  little.  And  I  will  main- 
tain that  the  House  of  Representatives  has  ever 
been,  now  is,  and  while  the  Hepublic  lives  it  must 
continue  to  be,  for  talent,  for  integrity,  and  for 
elevation  of  character,  the  first  body  of  men  of 
equal  numbers  which  either  exists  in  our  own  or 
in  any  other  country  in  the  world.  To  my  mind, 
therefore,  there  is  no  place  more  safe  for  deposit- 
ing the  right  of  the  States  to  decide  the  Presi- 
dential election,  than  this  House  is.  Still  this  is 
a  detail.  The  neat  principle  for  which  I  con- 
tend is,  that,  after  ^one  trial  by  the  people,  the 
next  shall  be  by  the  States.  The  States  may  nave 
the  benefit  of  this  principle  in  more  ways  than 
one. 

Some  gentlemen  are  in  favor  of  remanding  the 
election  to  the  Electoral  Colleges.  Much  as  I  am 
opposed  to  that  mode  of  proceeding,  my  objec- 
tions would  be  half  diminished,  if,  in  this  second 
trial,  the  Electors  were  required  to  vote  by  States 
— ^the  Electors  of  each  State  giving  one  vote. 
Still  I  would  prefer  the  House  of  Representatives, 
for  the  reasons  already  mentioned,  and  for  ano- 
ther which  had  great  weight  with  the  framers  of 
our  Constitution.  It  is  already  seen,  by  looking 
to  the  powers  of  the  Senate,  and  to  the  powers 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  how  much  the 
former  exceed  the  latter.  The  Senate  have  all 
powers  which  belong  to  the  House,  except  the 
faculty  of  originating  money  bills,  and  of  prefer- 
ring impeach menttt ;  but,  even  in  these  exceptions, 


the  power  of  the  Senate  is  still  predominant;  for 
the  money  bill  cannot  raise  a  dollar,  nor  the  im- 
peachment remove  one  delinquent  from  office, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Besides  a  concurrent  power  in  lejriBlation,  the 
Senate  is  clothed  with  tne  extraordinary  powers 
which  in  monarchies  belong  to  the  King,  or  to 
an  hereditary  body  of  nobles.    In  its  power  ovei 
the  ratification  of^ treaties,  it  controls  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  whole  Union.    It  controls  the  Presi* 
dent,  in  his  strong  arm,  in  his  power  of  appoint- 
ment to  office.    It  presides  in  some  degree  over 
the  administration  of  justice,  in  its  power  of 
appointment  and  removal  of  the  federal  judges. 
It  IS  the  judge  of  the  President  himsdf-— can  try 
him  for  an  imputed  misdemeanor,  and  pronounce 
the  forfeiture  of  his  office.     To  this  accumula- 
tion of  powers  is  superadded  a  duration  in  office 
longer  than  is  enioyed  by  any  other  officer  of  the 
State  or  National  Governments.    The  framers  of 
the  Constitution  foresaw  that,  in  the  presence  of 
a  body  thus  constituted,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives—4he  popular  branch  of  the  Legulature,  and 
the  peculiar  depository  of  the  republican  princi- 
ple— ^would  be  in  danger  of  dwindling  into  com- 
parative insignificance,  unless  armed  with  some 
prerogative  peculiar  to  itself.    Hence  was  confer- 
red upon  it  the  right  to  originate  revenue  bills,  to 
institute  impeachments,  and  to  act  as  umpire,  in 
the  last  resort,  between  the  leading  candidates  for 
the  Presidential  Chair. 

Mr.  B.  confirmed  this  view  by  reading  a  part 
of  the  sixty-seventh  number  of  the  Federalist,  in 
which  it  is  stated  expressly,  that  as  a  counterpoise  | 
to  the  extraordinary  powers  of  tbe  Senate,  and  to 
secure  the  equilibrium  of  the  House  of  Repress t- 
atives,  the  three  prerosatives  enumerated  were 
conferred  upon  it,  and  tne  last  particularly  relied 
upon: 

*'  The  House  of  Representatives  will  be  the  umpire 
in  all  elections  of  the  President  which  do  not  unite 
the  sufirages  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
Electors — a  case  which  it  cannot  be  doubled  will  eome- 
timee,  if  not  frequently,  happen.  The  constant  pot-i 
■ibility  of  the  thing  must  be  a  fruitful  eonree  of  inflo- 
ence  to  that  body.  The  more  it  is  contemplated,  thai 
more  important  will  appear  this  ultimate,  this  contini 
gent  power,  of  deciding  the  competitions  of  the  moit 
illustrious  citizens  of  the  Union  for  the  first  office  in 
it.  It  would  not  perhaps  be  rash  to  predict  that,  as  a 
mean  of  influence,  it  will  be  found  to  outweigh  all  tbe| 
peculiar  attributes  of  the  Senate." 

Upon  this  exposition,  Mr.  B.subnutted  it  to  tb^ 
Senate  to  say  whether  it  was  not  highly  objecH 
tionable  to  strip  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
a  power  given  to  it  as  a  counterpoise  to  the  Seni 
ate,  and  particularly  so  for  the  Senate  itself  tq 
commence  this  work  of  spoliation  ? 

It  has  been  seen  that  every  argument  that  cat) 
be  urged  in  favor  of  taking  from  the  small  States 
their  eventual  chance  to  act  a  part  in  the  Presi^ 
dential  election,  may  be  carried  forward  and  urged 
with  greater  force  in  favor  of  depriving  them  oj 
their  equal  representation  in  the  Senate.  Let  i 
be  supposed,  then,  that  the  present  attempt  hai 
succeeded;  what  next?    Why,  an  open  attaci 
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opoo  tiie  coostitntioa  of  the  Senate.  Speakers  of 
portcDtoas  ahilitir,  like  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  (Bfr.  Vah  JBimsit,)  and  the  Renresentatire 
from  Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  McDurna  j  whose  sen- 
timeots  kfe  been  already  quoted,  will  display  the 
enormitfofthe  principle  which  giVes  to  the  eighty 
tkuwsud  inhabitants  of  Rhode  Island  as  many 
ScDatonu  M<mg  to  the  miUion  and  a  half  of 
New  York.  Hnndreds  of  presses,  and  a  thousand 
sukJteni  orators  will  repeat,  that,  in  a  Republic, 
tlie  majority  ought  to  gorem.  All  the  powerful 
States  will  adopt  this  principle,  and  eventually 
theiepreseBlationof  the  Senate  will  be  bottomed 
vpoa  powilation  and  not  upon  States.  What, 
then,  will  be  the  condition  of  the  Republic  ?  Con- 
solidatioa !  It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  the  States 
will  still  have  their  territorial  limits,  their  Gor- 
emors,  and  local  Legislatures.  Russia,  and  even 
Ta^ef,  have  their  provinces,  their  governors,  and 
proriacial  governments.  Our  Federal  Qovem- 
meat  will  be  changed  from  a  federation  of  States, 
into  a  Republic  "one  and  indivisible,"  in  which 
tlM  majonty  of  numbers  will  decide  every  ques- 
tion. The  two  Houses  of  Congress,  like  the  coun- 
eQ  of  fife  hundred,  and  the  council  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  will  rest  upon  numbers,  and  the 
Representatives  from  the  most  populous  sections 
of  the  Uoiott,  being  a  majoritjr  in  both  Houses, 
▼ill  decide  all  questions  to  suit  the  interest  of 
their  own  Kction.  Could  the  United  States  stand 
tius?  Ail  the  books  answer,  no.  The  framers 
oftheCoBstication  said,  no.  The  experience  of 
thirty-six  j^an  answers,  no.  The  Missouri  ques- 
tion girei  the  same  answer.  And  what  would 
be  tJK  result  if  the  tariff;  now  depending,  could 
he  legaUted  by  either  of  the  three  great  interests 
of  agricQlture,  commerce,  or  manufactures  ?  We 
«i  Me»  an  abhorrence  of  consolidation,  but  we 
<^sa^  io  the  definition.  In  my  opinion  the 
oofisolidation  of  our  Federal  Government  would 
tt  conplete  when  a  majority  of  numbers  shall 
gorem  io  both  braaches  of  the  Legislature.  The 
powerfhl  States,  the  populous  sections,  thepre- 
dominatiog  interests,  would  then  prevail ;  the 
^  ^taiea,  the  less  populous  divisions,  the  in- 
imoT  interests,  would  be  sacrificed.  In  opposing 
J«i^  Slate  of  things,  I  am  not  pleading  for  myself. 


nstaim^  an  hundred  millions  of  people.  Sec- 
^%  I  have  nothing  to  fear  from  a  consolida- 
^  « the  federal  power ;  as  a  lover  of  the  Union, 
irarereiything.  I  fear  for  the  small  States, 
oi  10  their  fate,  for  the  Union  itself.  Not  for 
^  small  Stales  of  the  West,  for  they  will  be 
g^l^;  bot  for  the  small  States  of  the  Atlantic 
^^ipvt  of  the  old  thirteen,  to  whose  heroic 
owm  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution— to  whose 
confidiag  spirit  in  the  Convention  of  1787,  we  are 
^^  for  the  privilege  of  sitting,  this  day,  in 
^tatioQ  upon  their  rights,  mieh  are  these 
stMU8„,g,f  They  are  Massachusetts,  with 
y^  noare  miles ;  New  Hampshire,  10,000 ; 
vennoai,  1(^)00 .  Rhode  Island,  1,360;  Connec- 
^«i  *,fiOO;  New  Jersey,  7,000 ;  Delaware,  2,000; 


Maryland,  11,000;  Maine,  30,000;  South  Caro- 
lina, 30,000.  Let  not  these  two  last  object  to  this 
classification.  They  have  but  half  the  superficial 
content  of  the  States  of  the  first  magnitude.  They 
are  border  States,  and  will  have  no  disposable 
force  in  time  of  war.  In  spite  of  their  noble 
spirit,  their  intellectual  and  moral  worth,  they  are 
condemned  by  the  inexorable  voice  of  their  bound- 
ary lines,  to  take  their  permanent  place  in  the 
class  of  the  small  States.  These  are  the  States 
which  are  to  suffer  by  yielding  the  election  of 
President  to  the  populous  States,  1^  giving  to  all 
the  States  a  representation  according  to  popula- 
tion in  the  Senate ;  in  fine,  by  carrying  into  efieet 
the  principle  that,  in  the  Federal  Government, 
the  majority  of  numbers  shall  decide  every  ques- 
tion. Under  the  operation  of  that  principle,  the 
confederation  of  the  States  would  degenerate  into 
an  alliance  between  the  weak  and  the  strong, 
without  any  check  in  favor  of  the  weak ;  a  sort 
of  alliance  which,  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  coun- 
tries, has'  been  nothing  but  the  realities  of  the 
fabled  alliance  between  the  giant  and  the  dwarf. 
Look  to  the  Amphyctionlc  league,  composed  of 
thirty  members,  yet  only  three  known  to  nistory : 
Thebes,  Sparta,  and  Athens,  each  predominating 
hy  turns,  and  governing  and  chastising  the  weaker 
cities  as  they  pleased.  The  Germanic  confeder- 
ation, consisting  of  three  hundred  members,  yet 
the  whole  power  usurped  by  nine  Electors ;  the 
small  States  summoned  before  the  Imperial  Diet, 
placed  under  the  ban  of  the  empire,  and  their  ter- 
ritories given  up  to  pillage  tiocl  military  occupa- 
tion. The  seven  United  Provinces,  in  which  the 
province  of  Holland  alone  decided  upon  peace  and 
war,  loans  and  taxes,  and  dragooned  the  inferior 
provinces  into  acquiescence.  The  Swiss  confed- 
eracv,  the  large  cantons  making  war  upon  the 
smaU  ones  on  account  of  their  rdigion,  and  call- 
ing in  the  Dukes  of  Savor  to  assbt  in  the  chas- 
tisement. The  framers  ot  the  Constitution  had 
these  examples  before  their  eyes,  and  we  have 
had  another,  a  real  history  of  the  g^nt  and  the 
dwarfs ;  the  Confederation  of  the  Rune,  in  which 
the  petty  princes  of  Oermanjr,  uniting  with  Na- 
poleon the  Grreat,  to  get  their  heads  broken  in 
every  comer  of  Europe,  and  to  see  their  Lillipu- 
tian territories  ravaged  bjr  strange  men  from  the 
confines  of  Asia.  The  principle  that  the  majority 
ought  to  govern,  so  correct  when  applied  to  the 
government  of  the  respective  States,  is  false  and 
ruinous  when  applied  to  the  Fedeml  Government 
of  the  United  States.  The  Union  could  not  have 
been  formed  on  that  principle,  nor  could  it  now 
exist  under  it  if  introduced.  The  federative  prin- 
ciple yielded  all  that  can  be  yielded,  in  the  Con- 
vention of  1787.  To  attack  that  principle  now, 
is,  in  my  opinion,  to  attack  the  existence  of  the 
small  States,  and  the  continuance  of  the  Union. 
For  one,  I  snould  deem  it  my  sacred  duty  to  re- 
sist these  attacks  in  any  sitiiation,  hut  more  es- 
pecially in  this  chamber,  instituted  for  the  express 
purpose  of  preserving  to  the  small  States  the  rem- 
nants of  sovereignty  which  were  left  to  them  by 
the  Convention  of  1787. 
The  peculialr  faculty  of  the  American  Senate  is 
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conservEtive.    It  is  formed  apon  the  principle  of 
the  Roman  Tribanate,'to  preser?e,  not  Plehians 
against  Patricians,  bat  the  weak  against  the  pow- 
erful States.    Yes,  Senators,  you  are  the  Triba- 
nates  of  the  States  \  yon  are  the  barrier  between 
the  weak — the  adamantine  wall,  behind  which  the 
most  feeble  States  shall  repose  in  safety,  before 
which  the  most  powerful  shall  beat  in  rain.    And 
will  you  act  contrary  to  the  principle  of  your  in- 
stitution?    Will  you  b^in  with  surrendering 
that  which  you  are  created  to  defend  ?    Will  you 
set  the  example  of  destroying  that  which  you  were 
instituted  to  preserve?    Will  you  subtract  from 
the  strength  of  the  weak,  and  add  to  the  power  of 
the  powerful ;  and  this  too,  in  the  face  of  the  fact, 
that  these  powerful  States  refused  to  adopt  the 
district  system  because  it  will  lessen  their  capacity 
to  dominate  over  their  feeble  neighbors  ?    i  trust 
that  the  Senate  will  not  act  thus;  and  I  think 
that  the  great  States  ought  not  to  ask  it.    They 
should  remember  that  this  Constitution  was  formed 
by  StateSj  each  giving  one  vote ;  that  a  Con|[Tess 
ot  Stale$  was  then  in  existence,  under  the  Articles 
of   Confederation,  deciding    every  question  by 
StaU»^  each  giving  oiu  vote.    They  should  consider 
how  much  was  surrendered  by  the  small  States, 
when  they  voluntarily  relinqubhed  this  condition 
of  equality,  and  submitted  to  have  all  their  rights 
and  interests  controlled  by  the  superior  population 
of  the  great  States  in  the  House  orRepresentatives, 
and  to  have  the  National  Executive  subject  to  be 
elected  by  the  same  population,  and  often  as  half 
a  dozen  powerful  States  could  agree  among  them- 
selves.   In  addition  to  these  sacrifices  upon  the 
altar  of  compromise,  they  should  consider  how 
much  more  has  been  taken  by  the  natural  tendency 
of  the  strong  to  encroach  upon  the  weak;  and 
they  should  ask  themselves  if  it  is  right  to  unsettle 
the  compromises  of  the  year  1787 — to  attack  the 
privileges  then  left  to  the  small  States— to  assert 
a  i^inciple  which  goes  to  the  subversion  of  the 
Federal  Government — and  to  promote  that  system 
of  consolidation  which  is  wrapped  up  in  the  doc- 
trine of  giving  the  power  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  those  sections  of  the  Union  which  have 
the  majority  of  population  ?    I  can  well  conceive 
that  it  would  be  mortifying  to  Virginia,  New 
York,  and  Pennsylvania,  to  see  themselves  bal- 
anced on  a  final  vote  for  President,  by  Missouri, 
Illinois,  and  Mississippi ;  but  they  should  reflect 
that  the  stin^  of  their  mortification  would  be 
transitory,  while  the  benefit  of  the  Constitution  is 
permanent.    Missouri,  Illinois,  and  Mississippi, 
and  I  may  add  Indiana,  Alabama,  and  Louisiana, 
are  rapidly  advancing  to  the  point  when  it  will  be 
no  disparagement  to  the  greatest  States  to  admit 
their  equality.    In  the  mean  time  it  would  be  im- 
pertinent in  me,  a  Senator  from  the  youngest 
State  in  the  Union,  to  ofier  advice  to  those  which 
are  old  and  powerful ;  but  it  may  be  useful  to 
remind  them  of  the  counsel  ^iven  to  them  by  the 
most  eminent  of  their  own  citizens,  at  a  time  when 
the  good  will  of  the  small  States  was  of  more  ac- 
count than  it  seems  to  be  at  present : 

**A  common  government,  with  powen  eqnsl  to  its 
objects,  is  called  ibr  by  the  voice,  and  still  more  loudly 


by  the  political  aitaation  of  America.  A  gorernoci 
foonded  on  principles  more  consonant  to  the  withet 
the  larger  States  is  not  likely  to  be  obtained  from  tl 
amaller  States.  The  only  option,  then,  for  the  formi 
lies  between  the  proposed  government  and  a  gOTen 
ment  still  more  objectionable.  Under  this  altcmativ 
the  advice  of  prudence  mast  be,  to  embrace  tbe  least 
evil,  and  instead  of  indalging  a  frnitleis  antici|MUfl 
of  the  possible  evils  which  may  ensue,  to  coniemplt 
rather  the  advantageoas  consequences  which  mi 
qaalify  the  sacrifice." — FedaraHtt,  No.  68. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  an  expression  of  his  ei 
treme  gratitude  for  the  indulgent  attention  wit 
which  he  had  been  heard  by  the  Senate.  H 
would  not  trespass  longer  upon  their  patience  b 
delivering  any  thing  in  the  iorm  of  reeapitulatioi 
He  limited  himself  to  saying,  that,  until  the  coi 
trary  should  be  shown,  he  held  the  four  propos 
tions,  with  which  he  sat  out,  to  be  complete! 
established. 
When  Mr.  Benton  had  concluded — 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  further  considi 
ration  of  the  resolution  was  postponed  till  Monda 
nezL 


WEnNESDAT,  February  4. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committe 
on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pec 
tion  of  Qeorge  Sutton,  and  others,  reported  a  U 
in  further  addition  to  "An  act  to  establish  ai 
uniform  rule  of  Naturalization  ;"  and  the  bill  wa 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  Willial 
Venable  and  wife,  and  Jonathan  Morran  ao' 
Jane  his  wife,  and  daushter  of  said  Veoabli 
stating,  that  one  Peter  Woolsey.  who  had  been 
private  in  the  Army,  during  the  late  war,  am 
now  deceased,  bequeathed  to  the  wife  of  Williai^ 
Venable  the  military  bounUr  land  to  which  he  wa 
entitled,  and  to  the  wife  of  Jonatfattn  Morean  th 
arrears  of  pay  and  pension  due  to  him  at  the  tin 
of  his  decease,  and  which  they  cannot  receire  tu 
less  by  the  authority  of  Congress;  and  prayioi 
relief.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  th 
Ck>mmittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Ltovn,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memc 
rial  and  remonstrance  of  Mark  Butts,  and  other 
citizens  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colam 
bia,  praying  that  no  law  may  be  enacted  vestiaj 
in  the  Common  Council  of  Alexandria  the  powe 
of  appointing  flour  and  tobacco  inspectors,  or  c 
reffulating  the  inspection  of  flour  or  tobacco 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committe 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  FiNOLAT  presented  the  memorial  of  Thoma 
Stevenson,  and  others,  tallow-chandlers  and  5oa[] 
boilers,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  tha 
no  additional  duty  may  be  laid  on  imported  taJ 
low ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com 
mittee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Lloto,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petitioi 
of  HezekiaJi  Langley,  praying  the  payment  of  bi 
account  for  his  materials  and  labor  in  fitting  up  < 
room  in  the  City  Hail  for  the  accommodation  c 
the  circuit  court  of  the  Disuict  of  Columbia,  i 
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the  eoantj  of  WashingtOQ ;  which  was  read,  and 
reierred  to  the  Commiltee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia. 

Mr.  JoBHsoir,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Charles  Olirier  Devezin,  praying  to  be  con- 
firmed io  his  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Louisiana ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
oD  Pahlic  Lands. 

Mr.  BiBTOR,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
LaodS)  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  by  a 
resolotton  of  the  Senate,  of  the  27th  ultimo,  re- 
ported a  bill  aathoiizing  the  register  of  the  land 
office  for  the  western  district  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
.>iaoa  to  report  upon  certain  land  claims  within 
the  said  district;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  secood  reading. 

The  Prbsidbnt  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  statements, 
showing  the  contracts  made  bv  the  Department 
of  War  in  the  year  1823;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Euton  aod  Dorothy  Storer;  and  it  was  post- 
poDfd  to  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  to  mstruct  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
further  provision,  by  law,  to  prevent  frauds  in 
.^urreyingthe  public  lands;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the 
petitioQ  of  Andrew  Henshaw;  and  it  was  further 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  French,  British, 
and  Spanish  titles  to  lands  within  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  situate  to  the  east  of  the  Mis- 
MQjppi  river  and  island  of  New  Orleans,  which 
iiare  not  been  recognised  as  valid  by  the  Go?ern- 
laeat  of  the  United  States,  to  institute  proceedings 
^  try  the  validity  thereof,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

FLORIDA  LAND  CLAIMS. 

^^  bill^  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes, 
to  ntend  the  time  for  the  settlement  of  pri?ate 
Uod  daiou  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  with  the 
imendoMnt  thereto,  proposed  by  the  Committee 
p&  Pablic  Lands,  in  the  Senate,  was  taken  up  as 

la  Conimittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  MaCon  in  the 

chair. 

This  bill  proposes  to  extend,  to  the  first  of  Jan- 
<ATy  aext,  the  time  to  which  the  commissioners, 
>Ppoiited  under  the  act  of  Congress  for  ascertain- 
^  daims  aod  titles  to  lands  in  the  Territory  of 
norida,  were  limited  in  the  reception  of  the  e?i- 
d^D^  of  sQch  claims.  T he  amendmen t  proposed 
j!^^  Committee  on  Public  Lands  merely  defines 
''he  hod  of  eTidence  of  title  to  be  received ;  the 
compensation  to  the  secretary  of  the  commis- 
^cam^aad  some  other  details.  A  debate  arose 
^^  lae  subject,  in  which  Messrs.  Eaton,  Chan- 
JLta,LLOYn,  of  Maryland;  Lowrie,  Llotd,  of 
Masaehweils,  Mills,  Findlay,  Smith,  Barton, 
«JBeu,  took  part. 

A  motioQ  to  postpone  the  subject,  indefinitely. 


made  by  Mr.  Chandler,  was  lost,  as  was  also  a 
motion,  by  Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  to  amend 
the  bill  60  as  to  reduce  the  jurisdiction  of  the  com- 
missioners from  claims  of  three  thousand  ^re 
hundred  acres,  to  those  which  comprise  only  one 
thousand  acres. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Findlay,  the  section  which 
requires  the  secretaries  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners, who  haye  received  salaries,  to  refund  any 
fees  which  they  may  ha?e  received  from  claim- 
ants, for  makmg  record  of  their  claims,  was 
stricken  out.  The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate,  with  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  restore  the 
section  which  was  stricken  out,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
FiNDLAT,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which  was 
agreed  to ;  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 


Tbcrbdat,  February  5. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  ''An  act  to  extend  the 
time  limited  for  the  settlement  of  private  land 
claims,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  enffrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  called  up  the  jieti- 
tion  of  Daniel  Brown,  presented  at  the  last  session, 
praying  the  equitable  settlement  of  his  accounts  j 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the 
memorial  of  William  Bartlett.  and  others,  of 
Newburyport,  praying  indemnincation  for  depre- 
dations committed  on  their  commerce  by  the  pri- 
vate and  public  armed  vessels  of  France,  from  the 
year  1793  to  1800 ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  memorial  of  Peter 
Hill  and  others,  of  Ebenezer  Ferguson  and  others, 
and  of  Joseph  Bishop  and  others,  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Pniladelphia,  severally^mying  that  the 
tariff*  may  be  so  modified,  as  to  afford  that  protec- 
tion to  manufactures  which  is  extended  to  com- 
merce. The  memorials  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  petition  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  praying  the  establishment  of  an 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  States ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  were  aischarj^d  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  McFar- 
land,  and  she  had  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition 
and  papers. 

The  bill  in  further  addition  to  *|An  act  to  es- 
tablish an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization ;"  and 
the  bill  authorizing  the  register  of  the  land  office 
for  the  western  district  of  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana to  report  upon  certain  land  claims,  within 
the  said  district,  were  severally  read  the  second 
time. 
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The  Senate  proeeeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  unfavorable  to 
the  petition  of  Andrew  Henshaw.  This  peti- 
tioner claims  of  the  Government  $930  82,  for 
surveying  performed  by  him  as  deputy  under  a 
surveyor  of  the  United  States  lands  south  of 
Tennessee.  He  had,  according  to  custom,  given 
to  the  surveyor  his  receipt  for  this  amount,  (with- 
out, in  fact,  receiving  the  money,)  in  order  that 
the  papers  might  m  forwarded  to  the  Greneral 
Land  Office.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  surveyor 
died,  and,  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  was  in  ar- 
rears to  the  Government.  The  deputy  surveyor 
now  prays  that  he  may  be  paid  for  his  services. 
The  report  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Kino  of  Ala- 
bama, and  Kelly,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Ea- 
ton and  Barton.  A  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  to 
reverse  the  report,  was  lost;  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  agreed  to ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Kino,  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his 
papers. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration,  which  was 
read: 

Btaohedt  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Senate  pey  to 
the  widow  of  Sanmel  Tarner,  jr.,  deceased,  Iste  prin- 
cipal clerk  in  his  office,  the  ram  of dollars,  out 

of  the  contingent  fand,  for  the  porpose  of  defraying 
the  eipenses  of  his  funeral. 

The  resolution  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

PENNSYLVANIA  RESOLUTIONS— TARIFF. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  communicated  the  following  ore- 
amble  and  resolutions  from  the  Legislature  ofthe 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  viz : 

''To  provide  !br  the  common  defence,  and  promote 
the  general  welfare  of  the  people  of  the  Unitea  Statea, 
are  the  great  objects  for  which  the  Government  of  the 
Union  is  institatod.  Among  the  diverrified  measnrea 
adopted  by  Congress,  in  the  prosecntion  of  these  ob- 
jects, the  present  tarilTwas  established,  with  a  partial 
view  to  encourage  and  protect  national  industry,  the 
principal  aonrce  of  pablic  wealth.  But,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  events,  experience  has  folly  demonstrated  the 
inade^uacj  of  the  present  rate  of  imports  to  protect 
domestic  manu&cturei  agaiaat  a  ibreign  competition, 
enjoying  the  advantages  of  capital  and  experience, 
matured  skill,  and  the  artificial  enoouragementtf  of 
premiums  and  bounties;  and  that,  without  additional 
protection  from  the  General  Government,  the  country 
must  continue  indebted  to  foreign  supply,  for  even 
many  artides  of  manufacture  immediately  connected 
with  the  defence  and  independence  of  the  nation. 
Believing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Government 
to  cherish  and  foster  internal  indostry,  as  the  means 
of  promoting  the  general  welfare ;  that  it  would  be 
wise  policy  in  Congress  to  countervail,  by  protecting 
duties,  the  political  regulations  of  foreign  Govemmenu 
whieh  operate  injuriously  on  the  commercial  and  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  country;  and  that  it  is  the 
interest  of  the  United  States,  under  existing  circum' 
stances,  to  become  independent  of  foreign  Powers  for 
«very  national  and  domestic  purpose;  and  earnestly 
impressed  with  the  conTiction  that,  not  only  the  wealth, 
but  the  independence  and  security  of  the  country  are 
materially  connected  with  the  prosperity  of  manufac- 
tures, and  that  the  establishment  of  them,  by  the  adop- 


tion of  a  soand  tariff,  would  increase  the  general  ito 
of  useful  and  productive  labor,  secure  a  steady  i: 
more  extensive  domestic  market  for  the  sorplat  p 
duce  of  the  soil,  and  improve  the  state,  and  sdnn 
the  interests  of  agriculture,  thereby  promoting  t 
general  prosperity  of  the  nation,  and  strengtheoi 
the  bond  of  union  by  the  ties  of  mutual  interest  t| 
dependence:  Therefore, 

**  Beit  retolved  by  the  Senate  and  Honut  of  £^ 
renniaiivet  of  the  dommanweaiik  of  Penmykam 
in  General  Auemhiy  met.  That  the  Senators  of  tl 
State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  be,  and  thi 
are  hereby,  instructed,  and  the  Representatives  of  (1 
State  in  Congress  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  reqaesu 
to  exert  their  influence^  in  establiahing  a  tariff  for  tl 
protection  of  our  domestic  manufactures  and  ighet 
toral  interests. 

**  Be  it  further  reaohed^  That  the  Governor  be,  *i 
he  is  hereby,  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foi 
going  preamble  and  resolution  to  esich  of  our  8eii 
tors  and  Representatives  in  Congreaa." 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  were  read,  ai 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

INDIANA  RESOLUTIONS— ROAD. 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  the  following  pi 
amble  and  resolutions  from  the  Legislature 
Indiana,  viz : 

*'  Whereas  the  construction  of  the  National  roi 
from  Wheeling  to  the  river  Miseiasippi,  and  the  coi 
pletion  of  the  same,  would  greatiy  tend  to  the  Q&i> 
of  the  States,  and  would  also  be  of  great  and  Ustii 
benefit  to  this  State,  and  to  the  several  States  throui 
which  the  same  is  intended  to  ran ;  and  whereas  i 
believe,  that  the  completion  of  aaid  road  woald « 
hance  the  value  of  the  lands  owned  by  the  Genet 
Government  in  the  Western  States,  and  woald  a 
to  the  importance  of  thoee  States,  and  form  the  b< 
and  brightest  link  in  the  chain  which  binds  si  xogti 
er:  Wherefore, 

**  Be  it  remdved  by  the  General  AMtembly  of  t 
State  of  Indiana,  That  the  completion  of  the  X 
tional  road,  from  Wheeling  to  the  Mlaaissippi  riTer, 
a  work  of  great  and  general  importance  to  the  Unio 
and  to  the  Western  Sutea. 

<*  Reeolvedf  That  our  Representatives  in  Coogre 
be  requested,  and  our  Senators  instructed,  to  use  the 
exertions  to  effect  the  completion  of  said  road,  by  o 
taining  from  Congress  a  donation  of  land,  or  appr 
priation  of  money,  for  that  purpoae :  and  that  h 
ESxcellency  the  Governor  bo  requealed  to  forward 
copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  rcaointions  to  tl 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representativea,  and  to  ea< 
of  our  Senators  and  Repreaentativas  in  Congress." 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  were  read,  ai 
referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  Roads  ac 
Canals. 

MILITARY  ROAD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  Senate,  as  i 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Rdoouss  in  tl 
Chair,  took  up  for  consideration  the  bill  to  autho 
ize  the  making  of  a  military  road  from  Fort  S 
Philip,  on  the  river  Mississippi,  to  the  Engla 
Turn,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  defence  of  Ne 
Orleans. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  that,  as  it  was  objected  i 
this  bill,  when  it  was  before  tmder  discussioi 
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tki  it  isTolred  the  qsestion  of  the  Constitutional 
Bover  of  Congros  to  make  roads,  he  was,  there- 
fore^ about  to  pro|X)se  an  amendment  which  would 
obmte  the  objection.  He  belie?ed  that  the  right 
of  CoogRs  to  make  roads  upon  its  own  lands, 
for  militarr  purposes,  could  hardly  be  doubted.  It 
was  as  erideat  as  the  right  of  any  indiridual  to 
dispose  of  his  property  for  his  own  purposes. 
Mr.  J.  thea  submitted  an  amendment^  proposing 
to  limit  the  road  to  Johnson's  plantation,  instead 
of  eiteadiog  it  to  the  Eofflisn  Turn ;  thus  con- 
finiog  it  to  the  lands  owned  by  the  United  States. 
The  bill  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes 
of  Maine,  postponed,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
dzj  for  to-morrow. 

OFFICERS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  SsYMoaa,  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Contingent  Fond  of  the 
Seoate,  as  an  amendment  to  that  introduced  by 
Mr.  Eatoh,  to  rehire  and  continue  in  force  an 
aet  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  officers  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  RepresentatiFes,  was  taken 
op  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  amend- 
ffleot  proposes  that  the  Clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Secreury  of  the  Senate  shall  be  appointed  in 
SQch  manner  as  the  Senate  may,  from  time  to 
time,  oreschbe ;  instead  of  vesting  the  appoint- 
ment, W  law,  as  it  has  been,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary.  Af^er  a  lone  discussion,  on  this  point, 
by  Messrs.  Setm cub,  Hatne,  Lowbie,  Johnson 
of  KeDtodky,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Lanman,  Mills, 
CflAXAua,  Pabbott,  Bbown  of  Ohio,  and 
Lloto  of  Massachusetts,  this  part  of  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

h  the  course  of  the  remarks  made  by  Mr. 
Lo¥Bi£,  he  took  occasion  to  express  himself  in 
^cnD5  of  high  commendation  in  regard  to  the 
pr&eat  clerks  in  the  Secretary's  office.  He  had 
very  freqaenlly  had  occasion  to  call  upon  them, 
m  the  examination  of  the  journab  and  docu- 
ments aopertaining  to  their  office,  and  he  had  as 
treqoeailj  witnessed  the  assiduity  and  propriety 
vith  which  their  duties  were  performed. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the 
bul,  as  amended,  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordbed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
n|hoIe,  the  hoi  to  authorize  the  building  of  an 
additional  nimiber  of  sloops  of  war  for  the  naval 
^vice  of  the  United  States,  together  with  the 
amendments  proposed  thereto ;  Mr.  Rugoles,  in 
^  Chair;  ind,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Fbiday,  February  6. 

Mi.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  re- 
lerred  the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Direct- 
ors of  the  Washington  and  Alexandria  Turnpike 
Jj«Jjpany,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  enti- 
m  ^An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Turnpike 
Company  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
^»5triei  of  Columbia  5"  which  was  read,  and 
^Tk  ^^  *  "wo^id  reading. 

The  resolation  submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr. 


Llotd,  of  Maryland,  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  to  pay  the  funeral  expenses  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Turner,  jr.,  the  late  principal  clerk  in  the 
Secretary's  office,  was  read  the  second  time.  Mr. 
L.  stated,  that  it  nad  been  the  usual  practice  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress  to  pay  the  expenses 
attending  the  interment  of  their  officers.  He 
moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  resolution  with 
'*  one  hundred  dollars ;"  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  resolution  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time. 

ADDITIONAL  SLOOPS  OF  WAR. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of  ten  additional 
sloops  of  war.  The  question  was  stated  to  be, 
upon  filling  the  blank  for  the  appropriation,  with 
"  9425^,  annually,  for  two  years." 

Mr.  bABBOUB  rose  in  support  of  the  bill.  He 
belie?ed  the  Senate  could  not,  at  present,  feel  any 
listlesness  in  regard  to  the  Navy  of  the  country. 
There  had  formerly  been  a  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  subject  of  the  United  States  becoming  a 
maritime  Powelr ;  and  Mr.  B.  said  he  did  justice 
to  the  honorable  member  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Smith)  for  the  firmness  he  had  always  evinced, 
in  his  uniform  support  of  the  Navy,  although  that 
course  had,  at  one  time,  separated  bim  from  the 
party  with  which  he  was  accustomed  to  act.  But 
It  was  due  to  those  who  had  formerly  differed  in 
opinion  from  that  honorable  gentleman,  to  say, 
that  experience  had  not  then  proved  the  necessity 
of  a  naval  force;  that,  upon  recurring  to  the  his- 
tory of  other  nations,  particularly  of  that  nation 
with  whom  we  were  tnen,  unhappily,  involved  in 
difficulties,  it  was  then  hardly  to  be  hoped  that 
any  effort  of  ours  would  be  sumcient  to  enable  us 
to  make  anv  stand,  among  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
as  a  naval  Power ;  and  it  was  firmly  believed,  by 
those  who  then  opposed  the  progress  of  our  Navy, 
that  we  should  only  build  vessels  to  be  captured. 
But,  in  the  progress  of  time,  the  war  came  on ;  it 
furnished  a  trial  of  our  capacity,  as  a  maritime 
Power;  and  the  decision  has  been  such  as  to  pro> 
duce  an  uniform  opinion,  in  the  nation,  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  €rovernment  to  cherish  this  impor- 
tant means  of  our  defence.  In  the  brilliancy  and 
the  glory  of  its  exploits^  the  Navy  had  far  exceed- 
ed the  utmost  anticipation  of  its  friends,  and  cer- 
tainly it  had  surpassed  the  expectations  of  its  op- 
ponents. While  it  had  been  thought  that  the  land 
alone  would  be  the  theatre  of  our  victories,  it  be- 
came sometimes  the  scene  of  our  defeat,  and  even 
of  our  disgrace.  And,  where  it  was  expected  that 
we  should  meet  with  nothing  but  disaster,  there 
the  national  character  had  been  elevated.  It  was 
ascertained,  in  that  war,  that  our  Navy  would  fur- 
nish us  with  the  greatest  means  of  annoyance 
against  an  enemy,  and  that  it  would  carry  an  im- 
pression of  our  power  more  than  any  other  force 
we  could  furnish,  and  consequently  the  feeling 
towards  it  had  been  changed.  Attachment  to  the 
Navy  was  now,  Mr.  B.  said,  confined  to  no  par- 
ticular part  of  the  country^t  was  universal.  Im- 
mediately after  the  war,  at  a  moment  when  the 
nation  was  laboring  under  all  the  embarrassments 


211 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


211 


Senate. 


AddUumal  Sloops  of  War. 


Februart,  1824 


resaltine  from  the  contest;  when,  indiWduaily 
and  collecti?eIy,  the  country  was  distressed  in  its 
financial  concerns;  in  April,  1816,  a  law  was 
passed  appropriating  one  million  annually  to  the 
gradual  increase  ot  the  Navy.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
had  mentioned  that  fact,  only  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  the  circumstances  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  at  that  time.  If  a  million  of  dollars,  annu- 
ally) was  then  appropriated,  when  the  nation  was 
embarrassed,  and  inaividuals  were  iuTolred  in  pe- 
cuniary distress,  surely  at  this  time,  when  our  debt 
is  dimmished,  and  our  population  increased,  we 
may  provide  for  the  increase  of  the  Navy  proposed 
by  this  bill.  Either  the  appropriation  at  that  time 
was  the  most  unwise  prodigality,  or  the  bill  pro- 
posed at  this  time  could  not  fairlv  be  objected  to. 
Another  fact  might  be  stated.  About  three  years 
since,  in  1821,  instead  of  the  annual  appropriation 
of  a  million  of  dollars,  only  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  were  appropriated.  This  diminution  did 
not  grow  out  of  any  hostility  to  the  Navy,  but 
from  the  peculiar  exigency  in  which  the  nation 
was  situated  at  that  time.  We  were  constrained 
to  borrow  money  for  the  ordinary  expenditures  of 
the  Grovernment.  But  that  exigency  has  now 
passed  away,  and  the  circumstances  that  then  ex- 
isted have  passed  away  with  it.  If,  then,  the 
question  were  now  to  be  decided,  whether  the  ap- 
propriation of  a  million  a  year,  for  eight  years, 
should  be  made,  as  in  1816 ;  if  that  question  were 
before  an  American  Senate,  would  there  be  any 
difierence  of  opinon  in  regard  to  it?  Has  the 
public  mind  undergone  any  change  in  favor  of  a 
different  policy  ?  Is  the  increase  of  the  Navy  less 
desirable  than  at  that  time  ?  Do  not  the  same 
reasons  that  influenced  the  Government  then,  ope- 
rate as  strongly  now ;  or  is  any  one  prepared  to 
say  that  our  riavy  is  as  large  as  is  desirable? 

Mr.  B.  said  be  well  recoflected  the  reasons  that 
were  urged  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  the  Navy 
then,  and  he  believed  them  fit  and  proper  to  be  ad- 
verted to  at  this  time.  If  there  was  really  any 
change  in  public  sentiment,  it  might  not  be  im- 
proper to  look  back  and  consider  whether  those 
reasons  might  not  produce  the  same  effects  now. 
Let  us  not  think  that  we  shall  always  enjoy  peace. 
This  may  have  a  benumbing  influence  upon  the 
country.  If  it  is  true  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
make  any  expenditures  more  than  your  present 
service  requires,  all  that  you  have  done  since  the 
war  is  in  vain;  your  fortifications,  your  cannon, 
the  increase  of  your  Navy,  is  all  a  useless  waste 
of  the  public  money,  and  it  is  better  to  stop  in- 
stantly ;  but  if  the  necessity  of  preparing  for  our 
defence  continues  as  strong  as  it  has  been,  it  is 
better  not  to  fold  our  arms,  and  cry  peace,  peace, 
when,  perad  venture,  there  is  no  peace.  It  was 
then  contended  that,  if  any  country  ought  to  cher- 
ish its  navy,  the  United  States  ought  to  do  so; 
that  the  extent  of  its  maritime  coast,  the  numer- 
ous tributary  streams  that  intersect  the  country  in 
every  direction,  furnishing  facilities  for  the  at- 
tacks of  an  enemy,  required  this  means  of  defence. 
When  the  geographical  situation  of  the  country 
was  considered,  it  was  necessary.  During  the 
late  war,  Mr.  B.  said,  his  situation  had  brought 


the  importance  of  this  subject  particularly  to  k 
view.  The  State  of  Virginia  was  intersected  I 
numerous  and  large  rivers,  contributing  to  tl 
beneficial  intercourse  of  the  inhabitants,"  in  tin 
of  peace,  but  in  war,  furnishing  high  roads  to  tl 
enemy  from  which  to  make  their  incursions  upo 
the  country.  Thousands  of  the  citizens  of  tlu 
State  were  detailed  to  protect  its  shores.  Tl 
enemy  was  constantly  changing  his  positioD,  u 
rendered  any  defence  almost  impossible.  Oj 
single  ship,  at  the  mo|ith  of  the  Potomac,  hermei 
cally  sealed  the  commerce  of  Virginia,  Marylani 
and  a  part  of  North  Carolina.  The  expeDse  I 
the  protection  of  that  part  of  the  country  wi 
much  greater  than  if  it  had  been  protected  by 
competent  maritime  force,  independently  of  \\ 
thousands  of  our  valuable  citizens  who  peri$h< 
in  garrison.  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  better  inform( 
of  the  situation  of  Virginia,  at  that  time,  than  i 
any  other  State;  but  he  believed  that  other  mai 
time  States  were  in  a  similar  situation.  In  aJ 
other  war,  the  same  horrors  might  be  sustained, 
this  arm  of  national  defence  were  not  strengtl 
ened. 

It  was  said,  furthermore,  at  that  time,  thi 
when  reference  was  had  to  the  particular  eenii 
of  our  Government,  encouragement  should  be  e 
tended  to  the  growth  of  the  Nayy.  It  would  hai 
a  tendency  to  do  away^  in  some  measure,  the  d 
cessity  of  standing  armies.  The  whole  history 
nations  has  shown  that  standing  armies  were  tj 
surest  enemies  of  liberty.  England  is  indebti 
for  the  liberty  and  the  extensive  commerce  whii 
she  enjoys  to  her  naval,  rather  than  her  lii 
forces.  In  every  nation  in  which  standing  arm] 
had  been  confided  in,  the  liberties  of  the  peoii 
had  been  subverted;  and  when  maritime  fod 
had  been  relied  upon,  the  contrary  effect  had  g^ 
erally  been  produced;  and  so,  when  we  retaro 
the  United  States,  the  necessity  is  obvious, 
employing  this  species  of  force  in  preference  < 
any  other. 

A  third  topic  upon  which  encouragement  < 
the  Navy  was  defended,  was,  that  it  was  friend! 
to  the  union  of  the  States.  It  had  been  his  mi 
fortune,  Mr.  B.  said,  to  hear  subjects  discuss 
there,  which  were  exceedingly  unpleasant ;  an 
in  which,  one  part  of  the  Union  had  been  set 
contradistinction  to  another,  as  having  been  tl 
theatre  of  signal  victories ;  but,  as  it  regards  tl 
Navy,  these  invidious  distinctions  cannot  tai 
place.  The  Navy  is  the  property  of  the  Unioi 
and  in  whatever  part  of  the  Union  we  are  situat 
we  all  share  in  its  glory.  All  participate  in  t 
victories  of  the  ocean.  It  does  away  all  lo< 
considerations ;  and  when  the  Navy  grovs  up, 
he  trusted  it  would,  to  become  a  means  of  gn 
annoyance  to  any  enemy  that  might  attack  us. 
advantages  will  be  so  obvious  that  every  n» 
will  consider  it  as  national  property;  and,  in  su( 
a  point  of  riew,  it  would  operate  as  a  strong  i 
ducement  to  every  State  to  preserve  its  conne 
ion  with  the  Union.  These  points  were  urg 
in  favor  of  the  Navy,  at  the  close  of  the  war;  ai 
the  money  was  cheerfully  voted  to  increase 
Then,  our  naval  victories  were  fresh  in  recolie 
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m.  We  fdt  what  a  powerful  annoyaQce  it  was 
totheefiemy;  and  considered  it  a  duty  to  appro- 
jiriate  money  for  its  increase.  And  should  we 
then,  for  the  sake  of  saving  a  little  money,  say 
that  the  NtTy  had  arrived  at  that  point,  beyond 
which  its  increase  was  unnecessary  and  prodigal  ? 
When  the  geographical  situation,  the  policy,  and 
a  refefence  to  our  political  connexion,  point  out 
its  importtnce?  These  were  the  reasons  that 
were  tben  urged  in  favor  of  extending  the  naval 
syUim.  Bat,  whatever  migh^  have  been  the 
opioioDs  of  gentlemen  upon  the  general  view  of 
'ie  sobjeet,  Mr.  B.  trusted  they  wonld  not  fail  to 
agree  to  this  special  increase  of  the  Navv.  Early 
IS  tbe  present  session  a  resolution  had  oeen  sub- 
mitted eailiog  for  information  on  the  subject. 
TLe  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  organ  of  the  Gov- 
mimeni,  aided  by  three  gentlemen  of  high  stand- 
ing in  that  department,  had  expressed  his  opinion 
Ji  ftfor  of  the  necessity  of  building  the  vessels 
provided  for  in  this  act ;  it  was  stated  that  the 
good  of  the  service  required  them ;  that  they  fur- 
iiisbed  the  best  means  of  educating  and  instruct- 
u}g oar  officers;  and  that  they  were  requisite  to 
uswer  peculiar  purposes  for  which  vessels  are, 
«]  prnent,  wanted.  These  reasons  were  furnished 
from  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  the 
jistifiguished  men  who  assist  in  the  duties  of  that 
o^ct;  and  coming  from  such  authoritv,  they 
oQgbt  to  have  great  weight.  They  are  also  sup- 
ported by  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  whose  par- 
ucskr  situation  furnishes  the  means  of  practical 
ioowledge  on  the  subject,  and  who  are  better  ad- 
vised opon  it  than  others  who  have  not  had  oeca- 
^m  to  ioqiiire  into  it.  We  learn,  therefore,  from 
penoos  entitled  to  respect,  the  necessity  that  these 
?esei$  should  be  built.  An  honorable  member 
froQ  Maine  has  asserted  that  we  are  called  upon 
'^ay  to  build  small  vessels,  and  lo-morrow  laree 
oaes;  so  that  we  keep  increasing  our  Navy,  whue 
'<be  onlj  reason  assigned  is,  that  we  want  vessels 
^(  a  different  size.  Mr.  B.  apprehended  that,  in 
ssildiog  the  vessels  contemplated  by  this  act,  the 
wemment  would  only  restore  this  class  of  ves- 
^s  to  its  original  number,  as  it  stood  formerly. 
^  <Ae  time  we  had  thirteen  of  them,  and  now 
Jhere  were  only  four.  If  it  was  proper,  then,  that 
uiere  should  be  thirteen  vessels  of  this  class,  how 
mocb  more  necessary  is  it  now,  when  the  propor- 
uoo  of  large  vessels  is  increased  ?  If  gentlemen 
»oaid  adrert  to  the  navies  of  other  nations,  par- 
^^calarly  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  they  would  find 
'^P^portion  of  large  vessels  to  be  only  about 
'^*^f.  Of  npwarcb  of  seven  hundred  vessels 
^  uje  British  Navv,  more  than  one-half  are  of 
^er  grade  than  ixiflrates.  In  the  United  States 
n7f ,  the  small  vessels  bear  no  proportion  to  the 
■^fge  ones.  If,  therefore,  we  are  governed  by  the 
^Tal  policy  of  Great  Britain,  we  shall  keep  up 
•"u  proportion  of  small  vessels;  and  this  act 
mml?  proposes  to  maintain  that  due  proportion 
wHKb  ought  always  to  exist.  These  smaller 
waw  af  Tessels  furnish  a  fine  theatre  for  our  mas- 
«rs  comaaadant  to  prepare  for  the  command  of 

ti^    ^  *  ^^S^  »*^-    ^^  ^®  neglect  to  build 
*eni,  we  dmll  be  left,  in  time  of  war,  to  regret 


the  want  of  them ;  and,  instead  of  victory,  to 
weep  oyer  our  defeat.  No  one,  Mr.  B.  said,  was 
more  disposed  to  a  wise  economy  than  himself; 
he  had  not  now  to  learn  that  money  was  a  neces- 
sary sinew  of  war ;  and,  therefore,  a  proper  econo- 
my would  always  have  his  support.  But,  he  con- 
ceived that  there  was  a  difference  between  such 
economy,  and  withholding  the  necessary  means 
for  the  defence  of  the  country.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  had  said,  that  he  was  not  wil- 
ling to  go  to  this  extent,  in  the  increase  of  the 
Navy,  in  time  of  peace ;  but,  if  we  do  not  increase 
it  in  time  of  i>eace,  when  shall  we  do  it  ?  When 
the  nation  is  involved  in  war,  it  is  surely  a  roost 
improvident  time  to  do  it.  If,  then,  we  are  not 
to  increase  our  naval  force  in  time  of  peace,  and 
it  is  not  proper  to  do  it  in  war,  there  is  an  end  of 
the  Navy  at  once.  He  would  ask  his  honorable 
friend,  what  was  the  result  of  experience  on  this 
subject  ?  , 

Mr.  LowBiB  rose  to  explain.    He  had  been 
misunderstood,  both  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 

§inia,  and,  the  other  day,  by  the  gentleman  from 
outh  Carolina.  They  bad  attributed  to  him 
sentiments  which  he  did  not  entertain.  He  had 
said  that  he  was  not  willing,  in  a  single  year, 
and  in  time  of  peace,  to  build  as  man^  as  ten  ves- 
sels of  this  class,  merely  to  be  used  in  time  of  war. 
He  would  not  appropriate  so  much  money  in  one 
year,  if  the  vessels  were  wanted  for  war  only.  He 
was  quite  willing  to  fill  the  chasm  which  existed 
in  this  class  of  vessels,  but  not  to  do  it  at  once, 
when  the  finances  of  the  country  were  in  no  bet- 
ter situation  than  at  present. 

Mr.  Barbour  resumed.  He  had  no  disposition 
to  misrepresent  the  gentleman.  He  thought  the 
present,  however,  the  most  acceptable  time  for 
building  the  vessels  in  question.  He  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  experience 
furnished  by  the  last  war.  It  was  made  a  matter 
of  boasting,  that  in  sixty  days  the  trees  of  the 
forest  were  converted  into  vessels,  and  floating 
upon  the  watei^  And  what  was  the  result  ?  The 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  now  tells  you  how  worth- 
less they  were.  If  the  necessity  of  this  kind  of 
force  had  been  felt  previous  to  the  war,  the  ma- 
terials might  have  been  properly  selected,  and  pre- 
pared, and  the  vessels  have  been  still  in  existence, 
and  fit  for  service ;  but,  as  it  was,  they  perished 
almost  as  soon  as  built.  Six  weeks  brought  them 
into  existence,  and  six  weeks  carried  them  to  the 
bottom  of  the  Lakes,  or  rendered  them  useless.  In 
time  of  war,  there  are  no  surplus  funds  to  build 
vessels  with.  All  the  funds  that  the  nation  can 
raise,  are  put  in  requisition  for  other  purposes. 
And  before  the  vessels  are  built,  the  necessity 
which  called  for  them  may  have  passed  away. 
These  vessels  are  wanted  for  a  particular  service. 
Under  the  necessity  of  the  ease,  the  last  Congress 
passed  an  act  for  tne  purchase  of  additional  ves- 
sels. They  were  not  of  suitable  kind  for  the  ser- 
vice. The  men  were  exposed  on  board  of  them 
to  the  diseases  of  the  climate  in  which  they  were 
used,  and  perished  in  large  numbers.  They  proved 
so  many  graves  for  the  men  employed  in  them, 
and,  in  the  language  of  the  Secretary,  they  were 
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unfavorable  to  discipline.  This  particular  kind  of 
vessels,  therefore,  is  necessary  in  the  service.  It 
will  actually  promote  economy,  instead  of  being 
an  useless  expense,  to  build  them.  Theyare  su- 
perior, in  point  of  size,  for  the  service.  We  send 
ships-of-the-line,  or  frisates,  on  distant  service,  to 
carry  Ministers,  dbc,  where  these  vessels  would  an- 
swer the  purpose  equally  as  well,  and  be  support- 
ed at  mucn  less  expense.  In  wars  with  the  pirates, 
they  are  particularly  serviceable.  It  is  said  that 
the  pirates  are  put  down  ;  but  the  seeds  remain 
there  still ;  although  they  are  partly  supprened, 
yet,  as  evil  weeds  grow  up  apace,  so  may  they 
appear  again.  In  reference  to  particular  waters 
which  they  occupy,  this  smaller  class  of  vessels  is 
called  for,  to  exterminate  these  frightful  banditti. 
But  we  are  told  that  we  shall  have  to  borrow 
money.  A  gentleman  who  stands  in  a  near  rela- 
tion to  the  Treasury,  as  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Finance,  sayS  that  we  shall  have  to  horrow 
money,  if  we  vote  this  appropriation.  Although 
I  appreciate  bis  services,  yet  this  statement  has  al- 
most counteracted  the  support  which  he  gave  to 
the  bill.  It  will  be  difficult  to  quiet  the  alarm 
caused  by  such  an  assertion.  But,  Mr.  B.  thought, 
there  could  he  no  danger  of  being  obliged  to  bor- 
row— that  there  was  a  balance  in  the  Treasury 
of  09,000,000,  on  the  first  of  January.  Subject 
this  sum  to  what  deductions  you  can,  there  will 
still  be  an  excess  of  many  millions,  beyond  our 
ordinary  expenditures,  which  are  to  be  applied  to 
the  nayment  of  the  national  debt. 

It  we  vote  these  $425,000  for  two  years,  we 
shall  not  have  so  much  to  pay  on  account  of  our 
debts,  to  be  sure ;  but  why  have  to  borrow  money  ? 
We  shall  only  pay  so  much  the  less — and  are  your 
creditors  very  anxious  to  be  paid?  No:  There  is 
not  an  individual  who  holds  your  scrip,  that  would 
not  wish  that  you  should  keep  the  money.  8o 
long  as  your  stock  is  ten  per  cent,  above  par,  who 
will  ask  you  for  pajrment  1  The  question,  then,  is 
whether  these  vesseb  will  advance  the  interests  of 
the  country,  equal  to  the  sacrifice  they  reouire. 
Are  we  willing  the  growth  of  the  Navy  should  go 
oir?  If  we  build  ships,  we  must  pay  the  money 
for  them.  His  honorable  friend  from  North  Caro- 
lina, who  often  told  plain  truth  there,  had  told  an 
anecdote,  Which,  Mr.  B.  said,  now  recurred  to  his 
recollection,  of  a  man  who  was  determined  to  be- 
come a  man  of  quality — but  he  did  not  like  to 
spare  the  money  necessary  for  such  a  purpose ;  his 
wife,  who  understood  the  business  better,  told  him, 
that,  if  he  would  be  quality  he  must  buy  the  silver 
spoons.  Now,  if  we  will  be  a  maritime  Power,  we 
must  nrnre  the  money  necessary  for  it.  If  we  be- 
lieve that  our  geographical  situation  and  our  po- 
litical relations  require  this  sort  of  force — ^if  we 
recollect  the  brilliant  achievements  of  the  war, 
and  think  that  a  navy  is  necessary  to  protect  the 
country,  and  sustain  its  reputation,  it  is  in  vain  to 
tell  of  the  money  it  will  require.  There  is  no  need 
of  prodigality,  when  we  can  peaceahly  and  silently 
increase  our  naval  force.  We  do  not  wish  to 
place  it  on  a  footing  with  that  of  Great  Britain, 
but  only  that  it  should  gradually  *^grow  with  our 
growth,  and  strengthen  with  our  strength" — that 


it  should  increase  with  the  resources  of  the  coo 
try.  To  so  interesting  an  object  as  this,  what 
the  9425,000,  annually?  If  Great  BritaJD  hi 
heen  governed  by  such  considerations,  would  s| 
ever  have  had  a  navy,  which  has  almost  eoabl 
her  to  hold  the  destinies  of  the  world  in  her  haoj 
No  nation  has  ever  held  such  power  as  she  has  i 
quired  hy  means  of  her  navy.  If  Great  Brita 
says  that  Greece  shall  be  free,  she  will  probaU 
be  so.  If  she  savs  that  the  Allied  Powers  must  li 
interfere  with  tne  concerns  of  South  America, 
there  one  of  them  that  will  dare  to  do  it?  Wh^ 
ever  the  winds  blow,  and  the  waters  flow,  U 
naval  power  is  felt.  But,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  did  il 
wish  to  be  understood  as  advocating  an  iocre^ 
of  our  Navy  to  that  extent. 

He  understood  the  question  now  to  be,  up 
filling  the  blank  in  the  nill,  with  an  appropriati 
of  9425,000,  annually,  for  two  years.  He  thouj 
it  would  be  advantageous  to  make  the  approp 
tion,  and  leave  the  business  in  the  hands  of 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  a  riew  to  give  tij 
for  purchasing  and  prejiaring  the  materials— ^t 
the  timber  might  he  seasoned,  dec.    If  $425,^^ 
for  one  year  only,  were  voted,  it  would  build 
five  Tessels ;  ana  in  a  short  time.  Congress  wo 
be  called  upon  to  pass  another  act  on  the  subj 
He  hoped  the  motion  to  fill  the  blank  would  pi 
yail,  and  the  whole  appropriation  be  made. 

Mr.  Hatne,  of  South  Carolina,  said  be  had 
gretted  that  the  bill  now  under  consideration 
been  so  long  delayed,  as  he  had  feared  that 
strong  impression  made  by  the  arafuments  of 
honorable  chairman  (and  his  colleagaes)  of 
Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs,  might,  by  that 
lay.  have  lost  something  of  its  force.    But,  si^ 
he  had  heard  the  able  and  eloquent  speech  of  \ 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbot;r.)  I 
support  of  the  bill,  he  felt  that  we  had  been  si 
ply  compensated  tor  the  delay  which  bad  tal| 
place.    Mr.  H.  said  he  felt  it  to  be  his  dut|j 
yield  his  support,  (however  feeble  it  might  t^ 
to  this  bill,  because  he  had  not  only  advocated 
in  the  committee  of  which  he  was  a  member.  J 
most  cordially  approved  of  the  policy  on  vhicfi 
was  founded ;  and  though  he  was  not  destined 
partake  largely  in  the  honors  of  victor}',  (sboj 
the  measure  succeed,)  yet  he  would  certainly  i\ 
his  full  share  of  mortification  at  its  defeat.    I 
trusted,  therefore,  that  the  Senate  would  bear  v\ 
him  wnile  he  endeavored  to  remove  some  of  I 
objections  which  had  been  urged  against  the  b 
and  to  show,  affirmatively,  the  policy  of  buildil 
the  proposed  number  of  sloops  of  war,  as  s(| 
as  materials  could  be  prepared  for  that  purpose 

The  first  objection  against  the  bill  was 
ranced  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mai 
(Mr.  Chandlbr.)  He  had  endeavored  to  gi 
our  little  fleet  <^  a  shot  between  wind  and  vai^ 
He  had  attacked  it  with  satire,  which,  in  a  skil 
hand,  is  sometimes  a  better  weapon  than  aq 
ment.  He  tells  us  that  the  friends  of  the  Na 
at  one  moment,  insist  ^'that  we  have  too 
ships  of  the  line — the  next,  that  we  have  I 
few  *  frigates  *-^nd  then  we  are  told  that  m  bs 
too  few  'sloops  of  vi'ar;"  and  then,  that,  in  < 
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iaereaseofoiirNa?7,weare  travelling  in  a  circle 
to  which  there  is  no  end.  With  all  due  deference 
to  that  hoiortble  gentleman,  ^said  Mr.  H.)  I  sub- 
mit that  the  eoarse  of  which  ne  complains,  is  the 
oDl]r  one  vfaieh  could  have  been  pursued,  or  by 
wbieh  we  can  ever  arri?e  at  a  suitable  Naval  Ba- 
ttblishinent.  A  nary  is^  in  its  very  nature,  pto> 
gressire ;  this  great  engine  of  national  defence 
can  be  constraeted  on^  by  gradual  means.  It 
most  ^grow  with  our  growth  and  strengthen 
with  oor  strength."  It  ata  been  well  ask^,  by 
mf  honorable iriend  from  Massachusetts,  whether 
the  gentleman  who  makea  this  objection  would, 
k  the  cottstroction  of  his  dwelling,  exftect  that 
Lhe  chambers  and  the  garret  would  be  built  at  the 
same  moment  with  the  cellar  ?  And  I,  (said  Mr. 
Ei.)  will  pat  another  case,  and  ask  whether,  if  he 
empioyed  an  agent  to  improve  a  farm,  he  would 
iibjeet  iktt  he  had  first  prepared  for  cultivation  a 
mil  field,  and  then  a  large  one — or  whether  he 
wool^  not  discover,  in  thia  gradual  and  progrea- 
are  improvement,  the  evidence  of  increasing 
wealth  and  prosperity  1  But,  if  the  honoralde 
^tjeman's  objections  really  be  not  to  the  increase 
ithe  Navy,  but  only  to  the  manner  in  which 
^t  object  was  accomplished,  he  vaould  suggest 
bt  he  ought  not  to  oppose  the  bill,  but  should 
ider  to  amend  it,  so  as  to  embrace  the  construe* 
ion  of  TcaaeU  of  every  class  at  the  same  time. 
^•E  feared,  however,  that  such  a  proposition 
roold  nerer  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the 
;entJefflan  from  Maine,  much  less  that  it  would 
eofopoKdby  him. 

A  farther  objection  had  been  advanced  by  the 
lOQorable  member  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Holmss,) 
a  the  form  of  a  complaint,  '^  that  money  was 
tCTer  snfiered  to  remain  long  in  the  Treasury ;" 
nd  he  tells  ns  <<  that  the  Navy  is  the  key  by  which 
^  Treasmry  is  unlocked."  It  is  a  golden  key, 
iT;  said  Mr.  H.,  which,  if  it  unlocks  the  Treasury, 
Iso  opens  the  door  to  national  glory.  May  the 
ireasnry  never  be  unlocked  for  any  purpose  less 
oadneire  to  the  welfare  and  honor  of  our  coun- 
rj  \  I  hare  never,  said  Mr.  H..  been  able  to  com- 
rehend  the  nature  of  the  satisfaction  which  gen- 
iemen  appear  to  feel  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
reasury.fiUed  with  gold  and  silver,  and  locked 
p  from  the  jmblic  use.    I  prefer,  said  Mr.  H.,  to 

•  tht  public  money  expended  in  great  national 
Bproremeats;  in  establishments  calculated  to 
draoce  the  true  interests  and  welfare  of  the 
^le  people.  The  gentleman  has  hincwelf  urged 
^  ttgnment  which  makes  against  his  position. 
^^  ^IK  it  is  the  habit  of  the  country  to  exhaust 
J^  dollar  which  comes  into  the  Treasury,  and 
hattbisalways  has  been,  and  ever  will  be  the  case. 

•  this  be  tree,  ought  we  not,  by  a  judicious  and 
'^^Mppropriation  of  the  balances  in  the  Trea- 
'fT;  U)  pcfveot  a  worse  use  from  being  made  of 

•  If  we  are  in  the  habit  of  spending  all  our 
^ciney.  it  is  certainly  best  to  spend  it  for  wise 
^^VHi.  If  money  is  to  remain  idle  in  the  Trea- 
iry,  Mi.  H.  thought  it  had  better  have  remained 
I  the  poekeuof  the  citizens. 

The  next  objection  comes  from  the  honorable 
ninsan  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  (Mr. 


Smith,)  a  gentleman  entitled  to  the  highest  re^ 
spect,  as  well  from  his  situation,  as  the  guardian 
of  our  finances,  as  from  his  freat  experience. 
While  I  return  him,  said  Mr.  H.,  my  thanks  for* 
the  good  feeling  he  has  expressed  towards  the 
Navy,  I  cannot  but  regret  that  he  has  urged  an 
objection  which,  I  fear,  may  go  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  this  bill.  He  has  drawn  rather  a  gloomy 
picture  of  the  condition  of  our  finances,  and  seems 
to  think  that  we  are  not  in  a  situation  to  afibrd 
the  appropriation  called  for  by  this  bill.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  began  by  stating  emphatically 
that  "money  is  power,"  an  axiom  which,  I  fear, 
has  had  more  influence  on  his  mind,  on  the  pre* 
sent  occasion,  than  it  is  probably  entitled  to.  The 
celebrated  a|morism  of  Lord  Bacon,  that  "  knowl- 
edge is  power,"  if  applied  to  nations,  would 
seem  to  teach  us  to  seec  for  national  power,  not 
in  the  accumulation  of  silver  or  of  gold,  but  in 
the  improvement,  the  intelligence,  and  virtue — 
in  short,  in  the  moral  character  of  the  people. 
Spain,  with  the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru  at  ner 
command,  was  poor  and  powerless,  while  Great 
Britain,  overwhelmed  with  debt,  and  incapable 
of  converting  her  paper  into  gold,  was  rich  in  her 
great  national  institutions,  and  in  the  prosperous 
condition  of  her  agriculture,  her  commerce,  and 
her  manufactures.  No,  sir,  it  is  not  money,  it  is 
not  in  the  mere  accumulation  of  cash  in  the 
Treasury,  but  it  is  the  resources  of  a  nation  which 
constitute  national  power.  These  consist  in  the 
prosperous  condition  of  all  the  great  national  in- 
stitutions of  a  country,  in  the  accumulated  capital 
in  the  hands  of  individuals,  in  the  productive  labor 
of  the  country,  in  the  improvements  in  science 
and  the  arts,  and,  above  all,  in  the  moral  habits 
and  principles  of  the  peof^.  Money,  converted 
into  ships  of  war.  is,  said  Mr.  H.,  of  more  real 
value  than  money  locked  up  in  the  Treasury.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  assures  us  that, 
should  we  turn  merchants,  and  sell  our  ships, 
they  would  bring  more  than  they  coat.  But,  in  a 
national  point  of  view,  as  the  source  of  power, 
vessels  of  war.  built,  quipped,  and  ready  for  ser- 
vice, are  mucn  more  valuable  than  money.  A 
navy  contains  mora  of  the  elements  of  strength, 
and  is  every  way  superior  to  money,  as  it  contri- 
butes more  to  the  character  of  the  nation  abroad, 
and  its  dignity  at  home,  and  afibrds  greater  pro- 
tection to  the  property  and  persons  of  our  citizens. 
But,  said  Mr.  H.,  let  us  look,  for  a  moment,  into 
the  actual  state  of  our  finances,  and  see  if  it  offers 
any  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  The 
President,  in  his  Message,  informed  us  that  there 
was  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury  of  nine  millions  of 
dollars.  It  is  true  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
sury  reduces  this  balance  to  six  millions,  on  the 
ground  that  there  were  appropriations  to  the 
amount  of  three  millions,  wnich  had  not  been 
called  for.  We  are  not  informed  of  the  items 
which  compose  the  sum,  and  it  is  very  probable 
that  a  great  portion  of  it  may  never  be  called  for. 
But,  should  it  be  otherwise,  it  must  be  recollected, 
there  always  must  be  a  part  of  the  appropriations 
of  every  year  unexpended  at  the  eau  of  the  year. 
The  gentleman  himself  had  informed  us,  that  this 


219 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Sbnate. 


Additional  Soops  of  War. 


Februabt,  \SM 


had  been  uniformiy  the  case  for  twenty  years.  Mr. 
H.  submitted,  therefore,  that  it  was  not  altogether 
correct  to  say  that  we  might  be  compelled  to  bor- 
row money  lor  the  current  expenses  of  the  next 
year,  when  the  calculations  were  predicated  on 
the  idea,  that  the  whole  amount  of  the  appropria- 
tions, for  that  year,  as  well  as  the  unexpended 
appropriations  of  the  last  yea/,  would  be  expended 
within  the  year,  when,  in  point  of  fact,  no  such 
occurrence  had  taken  place  for  the  last  twenty 
years,  nor,  indeed,  in  the  whole  history  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. With  resptfct  to  the  act  which  has 
been  passed  during  the  present  session,  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  seven  per  cent,  stock,  Mr.  H. 
conceived  that  it  would  of  course  be  proper  to  re- 
deem it  by  the  issue,  whenever  called  f^r,  of  an 
equal  amount  of  five  per  cent,  stock.  The  debt 
was  not  yet  due,  and  if,  in  consequence  of  our 
having,  at  this  time,  an  unemployed  surplus  in 
the  Treasury,  we  proposed  to  redeem  this  stock 
now,  that  surely  could  not  be  urged  as  a  proof  of 
a  deficiency  in  the  revenue.  The  public  debt,  at 
this  time,  exceeds  eighty  millions,  and,  by  redeem- 
ing it  before  it  becomes  due,  we  might  deprive 
ourselves  of  the  means  of  paying  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  Government.  You  may  apply  the 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  to  redeem  your  stock  be- 
fore it  is  redeemable,  and,  by  premiums,  (as  in 
this  case.)  may  induce  the  holders  to  surrender 
it;  but  you  will  take  this  step  with  the  under- 
standing that  stock  to  the  same  amount,  but  bear- 
ing a  less  interest,)  must  be  issued  when  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  country  shall  demand  it.  Mr.  H. 
said,  he  was  not  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  esti- 
mate made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as 
to  the  revenue  of  the  present  year.  He  had  esti- 
mated the  receipts  by  customs  at  sixteen  millions 
and  a  half,  while  the  receipts,  during  the  last  year, 
^from  the  same  source,  had  been  twenty-one  mil- 
lions, and  he  did  not  think  the  reasons  given  were 
very  satisfactory,  as  they  would  go  to  prove  that, 
in  a  few  years,  we  would  have  no  revenue  at  ail. 
But  perhaps  it  was  wise,  in  estimating  revenue, 
to  take  the  worst  view  of  the  subject.  But,  Mr. 
H.  said,  he  would  not  enter'  further  into  calcula- 
tions on  a  subject  with  which,  he  did  not  profess 
to  be  well  acquainted.  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
said  he,  that  the  United  States  can  afford  to  build 
ten  sloops  of  war  at  a  time  when  we  are  antici- 
pating the  payment  of  our  debts;  and  your  cred- 
itors, so  far  from  pressing  their  demands,  are  en- 
treating you  to  suffer  their  money  to  remain  in 
your  hands.  If  this  bill,  therefore,  be  expedient ; 
if  its  passage  be  called  for  by  the  interests  of  the 
country,  he  had  no  fears  but  that  the  means  would 
be  very  easily  provided.  He  would  put  the  bill 
into  the  hands  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Finance,  and  call  on  him  to  provide  the  money. 
He  knew  that  it  was  a  call  which  would  be  com- 
plied with.  ^ 

I  come  now,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  examine  the  argu- 
ment of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsyl-  ' 
vania,  (Mr.  Lowrie.)  He  had  asked  if  these 
sloops  of  war  were  wanted  for  immediate  service  ? 
and  had  stated  that,  on  looking  back  to  the  reports 
of  the  Secretary  ot  the  Navy,  for  several  years 


past,  he  had  discovered  that  ail  our  sloops  of  war  hi 
not  been  constantly  in  commission ;  from  whitj 
fact,  he  seems  to  doubt  the  necessity  of  addio 
to  the  number,  at  this  time,  ot  at  least  of  buildii 
so  many  as  ten.  In  answer  to  this  obiectioDj 
would  remark,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  every  well  ordert 
Naval  Establishment  must  consist  of  vessels  { 
commission  and  vessels  in  ordinary — of  ships  i 
be  employed  in  time  of  peace,  and  those  to  1 
employed  in  time  of  war.  The  number  of  vess^ 
necessary  for  service,  even  in  peace,  must  alira] 
exceed  the  number  usually  kept  in  commissioD  i 
any  one  time.  The  Peace  Establishment  mti 
be  equal  to  all  the  exigencies  of  commerce.  M 
must  be  prepared  to  send  a  fleet  to  the  Mediienj 
nean,  to  South  America,  to  the  Northwest  coa^ 
to  India,  and  to  the  West  Indies,  though  the  s^ 
vice  of  this  year,  or  the  next,  may  not  require  ^ 
these  stations  to  be  occupied.  The  present  Ye^ 
calls  ibr  the  service  of  all  our  sloops  of  war,  al 
they  are  all  in  commission — the  last  year  one 
them  was  in  ordinary.  But,  if  the  number  alw^ 
kept  in  actual  service,  is  to  be  the  standard,  d 
Navy  would  be  small  indeed.  The  last  year,  i 
instance,  we  had  in  service  only  one  seveoty-foj 
and  two  frigales ;  and  this  year  we  will  not  ha| 
more.  This  is  no  test,  however,  of  the  na^ 
ber  necessary  for  a  Peace  Establishment,  fi 
the  honorable  gentleman  says  he  is  willing  to  i 
crease  the  Navy,  but  he  thinks  this  bill  ought 
be  engrafted  on  the  seneral  bill  on  that  subj< 
This,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  is,  in  substance,  aac 
what  we  propose  to  do.  The  laws  already  pj 
vide  for  building  seventy-fours  and  frigates,  a 
we  propose  now  to  make  a  similar  provision 
sloops  of  war.  This  bill,  said  Mr.  H.,  will  m^ 
the  system  complete.  He  hoped,  after  bavij 
gone  so  far  in  the  good  work  of^ providing  an  ej 
cient  Navy,  we  would  not  now  stop  short.  It  v 
from  small  beginnings,  that  the  greatest  resa 
were  often  produced.  I  recollect,  said  Mr.  H., 
the  course  of  my  early  reading,  to  have  been  f( 
cibly  struck  by  a  remark  of  Lord  Coke,  in  i^bij 
be  congratulates  the  English  nation  on  two  thioj 
which,  be  says,  constitute  their  pride  and  M 
glory;  the  first  was,  in  the  possession  of  ih| 
"  Virgin  Clueen-~the  Queen,"  as  he  quaindv  « 
presses  it,  "  of  '  roseate  beauty,'  in  whose  cbee 
^  were  united  the  white  rose  and  the  red—ss  s 
'  united  in  her  person  the  conflicting  claims  of  ( 
<  houses  of  York  and  Lancaster."  The  »ecoj 
was,  in  their  magnificent  fleet,  which,  said  t{ 
"  consists  of  no  less  than  thirtp-4kr€e  ships.''  Sue 
said  Mr.  H.,  was  the  British  navy  in  the  days 
Queen  Elizabeth — and  what  is  it  now !  | 

I  proceed  now,  (continued  Mr.  H.,)  to  show  t 
propriety  of  passing  this  bill.  This  will  natural 
lead  to  a  brief  examination  of  thepolicvon  whij 
it  is  founded,  as  well  as  of  its  particular  detaij 
I  admit,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  this  is  not  a  «i 
meaiure,  and  that  our  proposition  is  not  founded  j 
the  present  aspect  of  our  foreign  relations.  1  tr(| 
that,  were  we  now  about  to  adopt  a  system 
measures  looking  to  a  war  with  any  Kurop^ 
Power,  the  nature  and  extent  of  our  preparatiol 
would  bear  some  proportion  to  the  magnitu<l^ 
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the  object    Tb€  Naval  Committee  would  not,  in 
50ch  a  ease,  merelf  propose  to  build  ten  sloops  of 
war.   When  America  speaks  in  the  language  of 
wamiog  or  defiance,  she  must  be  heard ;  when 
she  acts,  she  most  be  felt.    There  was  a  time,  sir, 
wbeo  the  complaints  of  oar  country  were  heard 
in  £arope  with  coldness,  nay,  with  contempt,  and 
when  oar  threatening  were  receired  with  incred- 
ulitf .  Yes ;  it  was  mcredible  in  Europe,  that  the 
United  States  could  be  urged  by  injuries  or  insults 
to  sgpport  oar  commerce,  to  protect  our  citizens, 
Of  to  Tindicate  our  honor.    Tiie  last  war  has  hap- 
pily wiped  offthat  stain  from  ouc  charac  ter.  There 
IS  a  debt  of  gratitude  which  we  will  ne?er  be  able 
to  pay,  doe  to  the  Legislators  who  declared  that 
war—to  the  statesmen  who  conducted  it — but, 
abore  all,  to  the  heroes  who,  on  the  land  and  the 
sea,  brightened  our  path  by  their  Tictories,  in  the 
dirkest  hoor  of  oar  national  history.    Ten  years 
ago,  we  had  a  character  to  gain — now,  we  nare 
one  to  support. 

Bot  ihooffh,  said  Mr.  U.,  I  admit  that  this  bill 
is  not  foonded  on  the  expectation  of  any  immedi- 
ate change  of  the  peaceful  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  foreign  Powers,  yet  the  present  state 
of  the  world  seems  to  admonish  us  to  look  care- 
fully into  all  our  institutions  -,  to  rectify  abuses ; 
to  pnrify  and  strengthen  our  establishments ;  to 
make  them  all  souC—ali  energy.  When  war  is 
Imaged  hy  the  confederated  monarchs  against  lib- 
eral principles,  all  over  the  earth ;  when  free  in- 
stitutions are  erery where  proscribed,  and  human 
nghts  and  human  happiness  are  trampled  in  the 
dost,  can  "  the  last  Republic"  be  an  indifferent 
specutcr  of  the  scene?  We  are  not  yet  called 
npOB,  it  b  troe,  ^'  to  put  on  our  armor,  or  assume 
an  aititade"  for  war,  bat  it  certainly  behooves  us 
to  examine  our  Military  and  Naval  Establish- 
ineots;  to  introduce  stricter  and  more  perfect  dis- 
opline;  to  establish  order,  economy,  and  account- 
ability; to  gi?e  harmony  and  proportion  to  all  the 
^ts;  in  short,  to  make  them  more  useful  in  peace, 
aad  more  efficient  in  war.  This  bill  is  the  first 
of  a  series  which  have  been  reported  by  the  Naval 
Committee,  having  in  view  these  objects.  If  it 
he  admitted  that  otirs  is  a  naval  policv,  it  seems 
tofoUow,that  oar  establishment  should  be  ren- 
dered as  pofcet  as  possible. 

That  it  iiihe  trae  policy  of  the  United  States 
'^  to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy,"  (to  be  limited  in 
Its  extent  only  by  the  wants  and  resources  of  the 
^^^try,)  seems  now  to  be  too  generally  admitted, 
^  Rqoire  proof  by  elaborate  argument.  The 
^^  which  once  existed  on  this  subject,  have 
Ks  dispelled  by  experience,  and  the  Navy  has 
''  foaght  itself  into  favor."  I  will  trespass,  how- 
erer,  lud  Mr.  H.,  so  far  on  the  patience  of  the 
Seoate,  as  to  recall  some  of  the  considerations  by 
which  the  wisdom  of  our  naval  policy  is  demon- 
strated. The  United  States  or  America  must 
always  be  a  commercial  country.  With  a  sea- 
coauof  (wo  thoasaod  miles,  and  numerous  and 
large  rivers,  (opening  the  channels  of  commerce 
aimost  to  the  mountains,)  with  a  vast  quantity  of 
rich  and  nocultivated  lands — our  great  facilities 
lor  trade^-aad,  above  all,  the  character  and  hab- 


its of  the  people — how  can  our  pursuits  be  other 
than  commercial  ?  But  commerce  invites  aggres- 
sion, and  requires  protection ;  and  that  protection 
can  only  be  afforded  by  a  navy.  In  proof  of  these 
positions,  I  will  ofter  only  two  arguments.  The 
first  is  found  in  the  ddiberate  opinion  of  General 
Washington,  who,  in  his  last  speech,  made  to 
Congress  in  1797,  declares,  "that,  to  an  active 
external  commerce,  the  protection  of  a  naval  force 
is  indispensable ;"  and  concludes  his  argument  by 
the  remark,  "  that  these  considerations  invite  the 
United  States  to  look  to  the  means,  and  to  set 
about  the  gradual  creation  of  a  navy."  My  sec- 
ond argument  is  found  in  depredations  committed 
on  our  commerce,  from  the  period  of  the  French 
Revolution  down  to  the  year  1819.  The  Presi- 
dent informs  us  that  the  amount  of  property  lost 
by  us  during  that  period,  is  "  incalculable ;''  whole 
fleets  were  captured  and  confiscated.  I  hazard 
little,  sir,  in  declaring  that  the  millions  which  we 
have  lost  by  these  depredations,  could  have  fur- 
nished a  navy  which  would  have  afforded  ade- 
quate protection  to  our  trade.  The  opinion  of 
General  Washington,  with  these  facts  added  to 
it,  would  seem  sufficient  to  convince  us  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  navy.  A  navy  is  also  necessary  for 
defence ;  it  is  our  most  efficient  mode  of  defence. 
Your  fortifications  are  stationary ;  but  the  naval 
force  can  be  moved  from  place  to  place,  as  it  is 
wanted.  Its  moveable  character  renders  it  most 
powerful  and  effectual.  A  navy,  in  case  of  war, 
will  enable  you  to  carry  the  contest  into  the  ene- 
my's country — ^to  attack  him  on  the  ocean.  With 
the  exception  of  Canada,  how  are  we  to  invade 
the  territory  of  any  nation?  It  is  only  by  means 
of  a  navy  that  you  can  make  Europe  reel  your 
force.  The  history  of  the  world,  from  the  days 
of  Scipio  and  Hannibal,  to  those  of  Napoleon^ 
fully  proves  that  the  wisest  of  all  policy,  in  war, 
is  to  remove  it  from  your  own  shores.  This  fur- 
nishes an  essential  use  for  a  navy.  History  would 
afford  some  valuable  lessons  on  this  subject.  But, 
sir,  I  have  not  time  to  dwell  upon  them.  If  we 
look  into  the  history  of  Gknoa.  of  Venice,  of  Hol- 
land, and  of  England,  and  seek  the  causes  of  their 
power,  their  navies  will  be  found  to  have  been 
eminently  instrumental  in  its  acquisition  and  pre- 
servation. Where  would  Great  Britain  have 
been,  at  this  time,  if  it  had  not  been  for  her  navy? 
She  would  have  been  subdued  by  the  arms  of 
France. 

The  growing  Powers  of  South  America,  also, 
demand  our  attention.  They  will,  undoubtedly, 
build  up  navies,  and  our  future  concerns  with 
them  may  require  that  we  should  pursue  the 
same  policy. 

I  come  now,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  consider  the  par- 
ticular provision  of  this  bill,  which  proposes  to 
add  to  our  Navy  ten  sloops  of  war.  This  meas- 
ure is  necessary  to  preserve  a  due  proportion  be- 
tween our  large  and  small  vessels.  The  laws  now 
provide  for  twelve  ships-of-the-line,»fifteen  frigates, 
and  only  four  sloops  of  war.  In  the  year  1813, 
four  seventy-fours,  six  forty-fours,  and  six  sloops 
were  authorized  to  be  built.  In  1816,  the  number 
of  seventy-fours  was  increased  to  twelve,  and  the 


223 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


%% 


Sbnate. 


Addilvmal  Skope  of  War. 


Fbbbuabt,  182i| 


frigates  to  fifteeo,  bat  no  provision  was  made  for 
sloops  of  war.  The  object  of  the  present  bill  is 
to  remedy  that  defect  It  cannot  be  doubted  that 
the  number  of  our  sloops  of  war  should,  at  least,  i 
equal  that  of  our  frigates.  Such  is  the  state  of  < 
the  British  navy;  the  result  of  the  experience  of  j 
the  greatest  naval  Power  in  the  world.  The  pas-  ' 
sage  of  this  bill  is  also  recominended  bv  a  dueregard 
to  economy.  The  Secretary  of  the  mvy  informs 
us  "  that  sloops  of  war  are  competent  to  most  of 
'  the  objects  K>r  which  our  Navy  is  employed  in 
'  time  of  peace,  and  often  save  the  necessity  of 
'  keeping  m  commission  vessels  of  a  larger  class." 
Nearly  four  sloops  of  war  can  be  built  for  the  cost 
of  one  ship-of-the-line,  and  three  of  the  former 
can  be  nearly  supported  for  what  it  costs  to  main- 
tain the  latter.  It  is  true  economy,  therefore,  to 
bmld  sloops  of  war,  as  it  will  enable  us  to  lay  up 
in  ordinary  our  larser  vessels.  It  is  said  that  the 
appropriation  called  for  is  too  large  to  be  made  in 
a  single  year,  or  even  in  two  years.  Sir,  we  know 
that  all  of  these  vessels  cannot  be  built  in  one,  per- 
haps in  two  years.  But,  if  we  are  convinced  that 
the  number  of  vessels  is  not  too  large,  why  not 
make  the  appropriation  at  once  ?  The  appropria- 
tion of  the  money  will  not  cause  a  premature  ex- 
penditure of  it.  If  the  vessels  cannot  be  built  im- 
mediately, the  means  will  be  afforded  to  make 
contracts,  and  to  provide  and  prepare  the  materi- 
als. We  cannot  tell,  precisely,  now  many  may 
be  built  within  the  year ;  but,  if  a  sufficient  sum 
of  money  be  appropriated,  they  can  be  completed 
as  may  oe  found  convenient.  The  last  and  most 
important  consideration  remains.  These  vessels 
are  highly  necessary  for  the  improvement  of  that 
valuable  class  of  our  officers,  the  masters  command- 
ant, of  which  we  have  about  thirty.  These  men 
constitute  our  best  resource  in  times  of  emergency. 
Your  post  captains  are  prepared  at  any  time  for 
coounand,  but  the  masters  commandant  are  kept 
only  in  subordinate  situations,  and  have  not  the 
opportunity  to  acquire  experience  in  the  duties 
which  they  may  be  called  in  time  of  war  to  per- 
form. What  constitutes  a  Navy  ?  Is  it  the  ships  ? 
Is  it  the  mere  timber,  iron,  and  sails  ?  No.  It  is 
the  skill  and  experience  of  the  officers,  and  the 
character  of  our  sailors.  The  seamen,  indeed, 
may  acquire  a  knowledge  of  their  duties  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  trade,  but  it  is  not  so  with  your 
officers. 

In  time  of  war  your  masters  commandant  will 
be  promoted,  and  will  you  give  them  the  com- 
mand of  your  frigates  when  they  have  not  been 
accustomed  to  seinrate  commands?  What  was 
the  situation  of  Bonaparte  in  this  respect  ?  He 
wanted  a  navy ;  he  could  have  built  ships  with 
the  resources  of  the  Continent  at  his  command  ; 
but  he  could  not  create  officers  and  seamen.  He 
was,  therefore,  constantly  controlled  in  all  his  op- 
erations bv  the  British  navy.  It  is  the  best  policy 
to  make  these  officers  perfect  in  skill  and  in  dis- 
cii>line.  They  ^re  men  of  high  character  and 
chivalrous  spirit ;  they  are  already  disciplined  as 
far  as  their  opportunities  permit ;  but  they  are  not 
accustomed  to  independent  command.  In  this 
point  of  view  the  building  of  these  vessels  is  oi 


importance  to  the  nation ;  sloops  of  war  will  gin 
command  to  your  masters  commandant. 

I  need  not  repeat  the  remarks  of  the  hooorabli 
member  from  Massachusetts,  on  the  superior  valoj 
of  this  kind  of  vessels,  in  certain  branches  of  t^ 
service.  He  has  sufficiently  shown  their  peculia 
application  to  the  West  India  service,  and  thdj 
use  in  hovering  about  the  coasts  of  an  eDemy  ii 
time  of  war.  It  will  be  recollected  in  what  mdi 
ner  the  Wasp  kept  the  British  channel  duhog  tb| 
late  war,  in  defiance  of  the  whole  British  otry 
and  the  services  of  the  Argus  cannot  be  forgotten 
Nor  have  the  services  of  soops  of  war  been  lea 
important  in  building  up  the  navai  glory  of  \M 
country.  The  picture  drawn  by  the  geotlemai 
from  Massachusetts,  on  this  subject,  might  be  is 
jured,  but  could  not  be  improved,  by  any  thing 
could  say.  But,  in  relation  to  the  effect  produce 
abroad  by  the  exploits  of  our  Navy,  he  would  uk 
the  liberty  of  mentioning  an  anecdote  to  be  fouq 
in  the  history  of  the  French  Emperor.  While | 
prisoner  at  SL  Helena,  a  conversation  took  plat 
between  Napoleon  and  the  British  surgeon^  whiq 
turned  on  the  American  navy — a  navy  which  hi 
once  been  described  as  a  '*  few  fir-built  sbips^wii 
bits  of  striped  buntinff  at  the  mast-head."  The  E 
peror  expressed  his  deliberate  con victioo,  found 
on  the  events  of  the  late  war,  that  the  Americ^ 
navy  was  superior  to  the  British.  This,  the  sq{ 
geon,  with  a  becoming  eaprU  d%  coras,  firmly  dj 
nied,but  his  a^uments  could  not  shake  the  stroii 
impression  which  had  been  made  on  the  mind 
the  Emperor  by  our  naval  battles.  The  probabili 
of  a  war  between  the  United  States  and  Spaj 
next  became  the  subject  of  conversation,  wb^ 
the  English  officer,  (released  from  the  tramme 
of  professional  opinion,)  declared,  in  his  turn,  th 
there  was  no  doubt  that  an  American  frigate  wi 
superior  to  a  Spanish  seventv-four. 

Ought  we  not,  then,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  to  cheri^ 
our  navy  7  which  not  only  affords  protection  \ 
peace,  and  defence  in  war,  but  which  has  eletatej 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  our  national  character. 

Mr.  UHANOLBR  said,  that  if  he  had  not  laid  i 
down  as  a  rule  that  his  judgment  should  not  I 
carried  away  by  the  impulses  of  feeling,  he  shoal 
certainly  go  with  the  gentleman  from  South  C^ 
olina,  in  voting  for  the  bill  now  before  the  Sena^ 
But,  admitting  it  were  the  object  to  build  asmai^ 
as  ten  of  these  vessels,  he  could  not  possibly  s^ 
the  necessity  of  appropriating  all  the  money  at  tl^ 
time.  The  timber  for  the  vessels  can  only  be  g| 
in  the  Winter  season.  The  present  Winter  is  t^ 
far  advanced  to  do  any  thing  towards  it.  Nothi^ 
can  be  done,  as  to  procuring  the  materials,  unf 
the  next  Winter;  and  the  building  cannot  I 
commenced  until  the  Summer  following.  Befol 
the  materials  can  be  collected,  Congress  will  1 
again  in  session.  If  ten  sloops  of  war  are  nec^ 
sary,  let  them  be  built.  But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  w) 
not  afraid  to  trust  a  future  session  of  Congress,  I 
judge  according  to  the  circumstances  that  mig{ 
then  exist.  He  was  willing  to  fill  up  the  blafl 
with  such  a  sum  as  would  be  adequate  to  the  pa 
chase  of  the  timber. 

Mr.  Smitb  rose. — ^He  said  he  was  aware  of  tj 
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(fisadrantage  which  a  speaker  was  subjected  to, ' 
who  rose  after  a  powerful  (Ijsplay  of  eloquence ; ; 
and  he  felt  the  incoDFenience  oi  folio wiug  the ' 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  That  gentle- 
maD,  said  Mr.  S.,  has  treated  this  subject  in  a 
masterlf  manner;  and  I  have  listened  to  him  with 
peculiar  attention.  But,  sir,  who  is  there  in  this 
Senate,  or  in  the  United  States,  that  is  opposed  to 
a  nary?  Who,  that  does  not  join,  heart  and  ' 
baod,  in  its  support  ?  It  has  been  before  deter- 
fflioed  that  this  country  shall  be  a  naval  Power. ' 
There  is,  surely,  no  necessity  to  impress  the  utility 
of  a  navy  now.  If  a  stranger  were  listening  to 
our  debates,  he  mifi^ht  be  led,  by  the  speeches  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  and  South  Carolina,  to 
believe  that  there  were  some  members  of  the  Sen- 
ate opposed  to  a  navy — to  this  bulwark  and  de- 
fence of  the  country.  It  requires  no  eloquence  to 
speak  of  its  usefulness.  It  is  a  self-evident  pro- 
plKiiion.  Every  body  perceives  it ;  and  yet  gen- 
ilemen  think  it  necessary  to  display  their  eloquence 
upon  the  subject.  It  might  be  thought,  from  some  of 
the  remarks  that  have  fallen  from  the  gentlemen, 
that  I  was  opposed  to  this  bill.  Sir,  I  have  al- 
ways been  in  favor  of  a  navy.  It  became  my  duty, 
25  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  when 
a  large  som  of  money  was  about  to  be  appropriated, 
to  stale  the  situation  of  our  finances.  It  was  my 
duly  to  show  that  this  large  sum  might  perplex 
the  finances  of  the  country  unnecessarily.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  stated  that 
there  was  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  every  year ; 
ind  I  thought  it  but  fair  to  give  to  the  Senate  all 
^e  information  I  possessed  on  the  subject.  I  do 
m  agree  with  the  gentleman,  that  we  ought  to 
connt  upon  such  a  surplus.  We  know  not  how 
far  the  appropriations  may  be  called  for.  We 
^Qgfat  not  to  reckon  upon  a  surplus,  which  is  liable 
to  be  drawn  out  of  tne  Treasury  at  any  moment. 
With  this  opinion,  I  believed  it  my  duty  to  take  a 
liief  Tiew  of  the  nuances  of  the  country,  when  so 
large  a  sum  as  8800.000  was  to  be  appropriated, 
ud  to  consider  whether  it  would  create  any  diffi- 
culty in  the  money  concerns  of  the  nation;  and 
the  view  whieh  I  took  has  had  some  effect :  for,  it 
ha*  induced  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
uiittee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  change  the  amount  of 
his  appropriation  for  the  present  year.  If  he  will 
redoce  it  yet  further,  in  order  that  it  may  come 
vithin  the  financial  means  of  the  year,  I  will  vote 
^^rhuildiog  the  whole  number  of  vessels  proposed, 
^gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  stated  that 
TOids  built  by  contract  will  rot.  And  so,  sir,  will 
Teadi  boiit  in  any  other  way.  Whv,  then,  should 
^s  tppropriate  a  sum  of  money,  to  build  so  many 
35  tea  Tcfsels,  in  one  year?  Why  should  we  ap- 
propriate it,  when  there  can  be  no  use  for  it?  I 
^'h  the  bill  to  be  amended,  so  as  to  authorize  the 
timbw  mitable  for  the  vessels  to  be  procured.  If 
yoa  say  materials  for  the  vessels,  that  includes  cord- 
age, nails,  copper,  Ac.  Those  things  can  be  pur- 
chased at  any  time ;  but  the  timber  ought  to  be  ob- 
tained, in  order  that  it  may  be  seasoned.  I  am  in 
»ror  of  Wilding  the  ten  vessels  of  this  class,  and 
have  not  the  least  objection  to  appropriate  the 
money,  as  fast  as  they  can  be  built.  If  it  can  be 
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shown,  that  the  money  will  be  wanted  within  the 
present  vear,  I  am  willing  to  vote  it  now.  But, 
sir^  you  nave  no  timber  on  hand,  adequate  to  this 
object.  If  the  timber  for  the  ten  ships  is  procured, 
we  shall  have  the  subject  before  us;  and  when  we 
are  told  that  the  timber  is  ready,  shall  we  not  ap- 
propriate the  money  to  build  the  vessels  ?  I  am 
confident  of  such  a  vote,  and  am  willing  to  trust 
to  its  decision  hereafter.  I  agree  perfectly  with 
the  remarks  on  the  necessity  of  these  vessels,  as 
furnishing  the  means  of  instruction  to  our  young 
officers.  Perhaps  it  would  have  been  better,  if  the 
gentleman  had  not  mentioned  the  number  of  those 
officers ;  for,  it  may,  possibly,  be  objected  by  some, 
that  we  keep  thirtv  masters  commandant  in  ser- 
vice, and  are  now  obliged  to  build  vessels  for  them. 
There  certainly  could  have  been  no  better  course 
than  that  which  was  adopted  after  the  war,  for 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy.  In  1820,  our 
finances  became  embarrassed ;  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  himself  proposed  that  the  annual  ap- 
propriation should  be  diminished.  He  stated  that 
the  Department  could  do  with  a  less  sum  than  a 
million  of  dollars;  and  it  was,  accordingly,  re- 
duced to  five  hundred  thousand.  In  that  act,  there 
was  no  hostility  evinced  towards  the  Navy.  The 
reduction  took  place  in  consequence  of  the  situa- 
tion of  the  country. 

Mr.  Barbour  rose  to  explain.  He  certainly  had 
not  intended  to  impute  the  change  of  the  appro- 
priation, which  took  place  in  1820,  to  any  hostility 
to  the  Navy ;  he  was  aware  that  it  grew  out  of 
the  then  embarrassed  state  of  the  national  finances. 
But  he  thought  a  change  of  circumstances  author- 
ized a  change  of  the  policy  which  they  called 
forth. 

Mr.  Smith  resumed.  I  believe  all  the  members 
of  the  Senate  agree  upon  the  principle  of  this  bill; 
some  think  that  as  many  as  ten  vessels  ought  to 
be  built;  others,  that  five  will  be  sufficient.  As  I 
was  not  opposed  to  the  general  principle,  I  had 
not  prepared  to  discuss  the  subject ;  but  nope  gen- 
tlemen will  consider  these  views  of  it.  If  the  ves- 
sels are  built  quick  they  will  rot,  notwithstanding 
all  the  care  that  may  be  taken  of  them. 

I  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  a  contest  with  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  in  regard  to  the 
remark,  that  money  is  power.  But,  suppose  you 
get  your  ships,  sir,  how  can  you  manage  them 
without  money?  Money  is  power;  because  it  fur- 
nishes the  means  of  building,  manning,  and  sup- 
plying ships.  I  stated  that,  with  the  balance  due 
to  the  Sinking  Fund,  there  would  be  a  deficiency 
of  one  million  of  dollars,  on  the  first  of  January, 
1825^  but,  sir,  that  was  no  argument  against 
building  these  vessels ;  because,  if  they  are  really 
wanted,  the  money  can  be  found  to  build  them ; 
but,  then,  there  is  no  necessity  of  appropriating  it, 
unless  it  is  to  be  used.  I  believe  the  amount  of 
money  proposed  cannot  be  used  in  one  or  two 
years;  then  whv  should  it  be  appropriated?  Sir, 
I  admire  the  ardor  and  the  zeal  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  but  we  must  look  at  our 
means  as  we  so  along.  The  gentleman  believes 
the  Secretary  has  erred,  on  the  side  of  prudence, 
in  calculating  that  the  revenue  of  the  year  will  be 
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Monday,  Febraarjr  9. 

John  Taylor,  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
whose  credentials  were  filed  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  remonstrating  against  any  increase  of 
the  existing  tariff  of  duties^  and,  particularly, 
against  the  passaj^e  of  the  bill  now  before  Con- 
gress on  that  subject,  in  its  present  shape.  The 
memorial  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the 
memorial  of  William  Daris,  and  others,  of  Ply- 
mouthy  praying  indemnification  for  depredations 
committed  on  their  commerce  by  the  public  and 
private  armed  Tesseb  of  France,  from  the  year 
1793  to  1800 ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  William  Thornton,  Superintendent  of 
the  Patent  Office,  praying  to  be  reinstated  in  the 
receipt  of  the  salary  allowed  to  him  bv  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  the  year  1810,  whicn  he  alleges 
has  since  been  reduced  by  mistake ;  and  that  the 
privilege  of  franking  letters  to  and  from  his  office, 
may  be  granted  to  him.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  compensations  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  the  clerks  employed  in  their 
offices,  and  of  the  Librarian ;"  passed  the  18th  of 
April,  1818.  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  payment  of  the 
funeral  expenses  of  Samuel  Turner,  junior,  de- 
ceased, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  fol- 
lows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Sentte  pay  to 
the  widow  of  Samuel  Turner,  junior,  deceased,  late 
principal  clerk  in  his  office,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  for  the  purpose  of 
defi'aying  the  ezpensea  of  his  funeral. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer;  and  it  was 
further  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

ADDITIONAL  SLOOPS  OF  WAR. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  unfinished  business  of 
Friday  last,  being  the  bill  reported  bv  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Afiairs,  authorizing  the  building 
of  an  additional  number  of  sloops  of  war  for  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Rug- 
OLEB  in  the  Chair.  The  question  was  upon  the 
amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine, 

Eronosing  merely  to  authorize  the  materials  for 
uildinff  the  vessels  to  be  provided. 
Mr.  fioLMEs,  of  Maine,  supported  his  amend- 
ment upon  the  ground  that  the  timber  for  the  ves- 
sels could  not  be  procured  until  the  next  Winter, 
as  no  contracts  could  be  made  early  enough  to  get 
out  the  timber  this  Winter ;  and,  that  it  was  un- 
necessary to  appropriate  the  money  when  the  ves- 


sels could  not  possibly  be  built  within  the  yei 
In  considering  the  financial  concerns  of  the  coqi 
try,  in  relation  to  the  demands  upon  the  Treasur 
he  thought  the  whole  appropriation  ought  Dot  oo 
to  be  made. 

Mr.  LowRiE  could  not  see  the  necessity  of  buili 
ing  so  many  vessels  immediately — he  doubted  t| 
expediency  of  making  so  large  an  appropriatio 
confined  to  one  or  two  years.  It  is  said  that  tl 
vessels  are  wanted  for  the  suppression  of  pirac 
Mr.  L.  said  he  thought  that  subject  was  at  re 
Congress  had  authorized  the  purchase  of  resse 
for  that  purpose,  at  the  last  session ;  and  we  ha 
been  told,  from  the  proper  Department,  that  t 
enterprise  was  successful,  and  that  piracy  was  s^ 
pressed.  If  this  is  the  case,  that  exigency  dd 
not  now  exist — of  course,  there  is  less  necessi 
to  complete  these  vessels  immediately.    Oa^ 

Sound  that  in  peace  we  ought  Co  prepare  for  wi 
r.  L.  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  whole  numl 
of  vessels  proposed  by  this  bill.  He  conceir 
the  only  question  now  to  be,  at  what  time  t 
monev  should  be  paid.  He  was  in  favor  of  amen 
ing  toe  bill  so  as  to  appropriate  $250,000  for  t 
present  year,  and  $150,000  annually  for  the  k 
succeeding  years.  He  thought  a  permaoent  t 
propriation  better  than  an  annual  one,  as  suci 
course  would  place  the  subject  before  the  Ni 
Board,  to  proceed  according  to  their  judgmt 
and  knowledge  of  the  business.  He  was  not  ( 
posed  to  the  .support  of  a  Navy,  to  a  certaia  ( 
tent.  He  considered  that  our  present  naval  for 
with  the  addition  of  the  vessels  proposed  by  tl 
bill,  would  be  quite  large  enough  ;  and,  if  the 
of  Congress  providing  for  the  gradual  increase 
the  Navy  haa  contained  a  provision  for  ten  slo^ 
of  war,  he  should  have  opposed  any  further  I 
crease ;  but  he  believed  some  small  vessels  wi 
necessary,  and  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  bill  p 
vided  the  building  of  the  vessels  was  not  hurrii 

Mr.  Babbour  made  some  remarks,  in  which 
expressed  his  opinion  in  favor  of  a  gradual 
crease  of  the  Navy,  and  his  opposition  to  t 
amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  geotlem 
from  Maine. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Holm 
of  Maine,  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Sar 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of  I 
HoxjiES,  and  lost — yeas  11,  nays  21. 

In  pursuance  of  a  suggestion  which  bad  bi 
made  by  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Barbour  moved  to 
the  blank  for  the  appropriation  with  'Uwo  hi 
dred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  presi 
year,  and  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  annul 
for  the  three  succeeding  years."  This  was  agn 
to — ^yeas  24,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Mesvs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Clayl 
D*Wolf,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  Conneeticnt,  Etli 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnsoo 
Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Loaisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  N 
York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Mai 
chusotta,  Parrott,  Seymour,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virgii 
Thomas,  and  WiUiams~24. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bell*  Branch,  Brown,  Chsnd 
Dickerson,  Findflay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Mai 
Lowrie,  Macon,  Noble,  Ruggles,  and  Ware— 13. 
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Tike  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 


TcssDAT,  February  10. 

The  pRssiDCNT  commanicated  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
stating  the  measures  which  hare  been  authorized 
bf  the  hoard,  subsequent  Co  the  last  report,  of  the 
Jth  February,  1823, 

The  Prebidbztt  communicated  a  report  from 
he  Secretery  of  State,  transmitting  a  statement 
Kffitainiog  an  abstract  of  all  the  returns  to  that 
}epartDieot  by  the  collectors  of  the  different  ports, 
)f  Americaji  seamen,  for  the  year  1823 ;  and  the 
eport  was  read. 

,  Mr.  RcGGLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
0  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert 
HcBride  and  Stephen  Kerr,  administrators  of 
bdrew  Mitchell,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
be  legal  represenUtives  of  Andrew  Mitchell,  de- 
based ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
eeoDd  reading. 

Mr.  JoBHsoN,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that 
i  would,  lo-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
il,  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
be  confirmation  of  certain  claims  to  land  in  the 
restem  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 

be  Terriiory  of  Missouri,"  passed  29th  of  April, 

816. 

Mr.  BiiTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
^ds.  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  29th  of  Jan- 
vy  iast,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
■T]  OQ  the  sQbject,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
Bpiofinf  of  certain  assistants  in  the  General 
<a&d  OflSce;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
second  reading. 

^  Oo  motion,  by  Bir.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
bUjc  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  considera- 
OB  of  the  petition  of  Calrin  Smith. 
Mr.  ViH  BuBEN  presented  the  petition  of  Thos. 
y  Clerke,  and  others,  aliens,  in  New  York,  and 
» R.  Riker,  and  others,  also  of  New  York,  pray- 
|i  a  modification  of  the  law  prescribing  the  terms 
f  naiuTalizatioa ;  which  were  read,  and  referred 
)^e  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
ai  of  the  trostees  of  the  Columbian  College  in 
^  District  of  Columbia,  praying  a  loan  of  money 
jjjnihe  GoTernment,  to  enable  them  to  perfect 
■  msiitntion;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
ttCommittee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

«i.CiuiiDLEB  presented  the  petition  of  Peter 
^'  .^«eD)  prayiog  a  settlement  of  his  accounts 
^iBst  the  Gorernment,  upon  equitable  princi- 
"®;  'bichwas  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
"«^  of  Claims. 

,  «''•  F»Duy  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
■^  Bofflhergin,  and  others ;  of  Joseph  Ripka, 
fy'^;  of  Samuel  Chapin,  and  others;  of 
•  VV.Dyoti,and  others;  of  William  Jamieson, 
fl  othen;  of  James  Baker,  and  others ;  of  John 
ujnaead,  and  others ;  and  of  Daniel  Benneville, 


that  protection  which  is  extended  to  commerce. 
The  memorials  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  establishment  of  a  Turnpike  Company  in  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia,'- was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  building  of  an  addi- 
tional number  of  sloops  of  war  for  the  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed.  ' 

MISSISSIPPI  LAND  COMPANY. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Ebenezer  Oliver  and  others,  directors  of  a  corpo- 
ration  called  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land 
Company,  &c.,  reported  as  follows : 

Ist.  That,  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession 
of  the  S4th  of  April,  1803,  between  the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  Georgia,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  might  (in  such  manner  as  not  to  interfere 
with  the  payment  to  be  made  to  the  State  of  Georgia, 
or  with  the  satis&ction  of  certain  land  claims  agreed 
to  be  confirmed  by  the  United  States)  appropriate  not 
exceeding  five  millions  of  acres  for  satisfying  certain 
claims  on  the  land  then  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
commonly  called  the  Yazoo  claims ;  provided  the  act 
of  Congress  making  such  appropriation  was  passed 
within  one  year. 

2dly.  That,  by  the  act  entitled  <<An  act  regulating 
the  granto  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  States,  passed  the  3d  of  March, 
1603,''  so  mneh  as  should  be  foand  necessary  of  the 
five  millions  of  acres,  reserved,  as  before  stated,  were 
appropriated  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  had  been 
reserred.  But  it  was  provided  by  that  act,  '*  that  no 
other  claims  shall  be  embraced  by  this  appropriation 
bat  those  the  evidence  of  which  shall  have,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  January  next,  been  exhibited  by 
the  claimanta  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  recorded 
in  books  to  be  kept  in  his  office  for  that  purpose,"  dec. 

3dly.  That,  punuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  last 
mentioned  act,  the  claims  to  the  said  lands  were  ex- 
hibited to  the  Secretary  of  State,  including  those  now 
in  question,  but  the  passage  of  the  final  act  providing 
for  their  adjustment  and  satisfaction,  was  delayed  im- 
til  the  year  1814. 

4thly.  That  many  of  the  claims,  so  exhibited,  were 
found  to  confiict  with  each  other,  and  also  with  righto 
which  had  been  acquired  by  the  United  States  in  con- 
sequence of  surrenders  made  to  the  State  of  Georgia, 
and  which,  by  virtue  of  the  cession,  inured  to  the 
United  States. 

5thly.  That,  to  make  the  indemnity  and  provide 
for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  in  question,  the  act 
of  the  8d  of  March,  1814,  was  passed,  by  which — 

1st  The  President  was  authorised  and  required  to 
cause  to  be  issued  from  the  Treaauiy  of  the  United 
States,  to  such  claimanto,  respectively,  as  had  exhib- 
ited their  claims  agreeably  to  the  act  of  1803,  certifi- 
cates of  stock,  payable  out  of  moneys  arising  from  the 
sale  of  said  public  land,  and,  among  other  companies, 
to  ihe  persons  claiming  in  the  name  or  under  the 
Georgia  MissiBsippi  Company,  a  sum  not  exceeding, 
in  the  whole,  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

2d.  That  the  claimanta  of  the  lands  might  file,  in 
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the  office  of  the  SecreUiy  of  Sute,  a  release  of  all 
their  daims  to  the  United  States,  and  an  assignment 
and  transfer  to  the  United  States  of  their  claim  to  any 
money  deposited  or  paid  to  the  Stote  of  Georgia, 
such  release  and  assignment  to  take  efiect  on  the  in- 
demnification of  the  claimants,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  that  act. 

3d.  Commissioners  were  to  be,  and  were,  accord- 
ingly, appointed  *'to  adjudge  and  finally  determine 
upon  all  controversies  arising  from  such  claims  so  re- 
leased as  aforesaid,  which  may  be  foand  to  conflict 
with  and  be  adverse  to  each  other,  and  also  to  adjudge 
and  determine  upon  all  such  claims,  under  the  afore- 
said act  or  pretended  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  as 
may  be  found  to  have  accrued  to  the  United  Stetes  by 
the  State  of  Georgia." 

6thly.  That  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1814  were, 
in  all  respecte,  pursuant  to  a  compromise  made  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States  with  the  claimants,  includ- 
ing the  present  petitioners,  and  that  the  release,  re- 
quired by  the  said  act,  was  made  by  them. 

7thly.  That,  before  the  commissioners,  the  petition- 
ers, as  trustees  of  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land 
Company,  claimed,  as  the  persoas  entitled  to  the  one 
million  five  hundred  and  fiAy  thousand  dollars  direct- 
ed to  be  issued  to  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Land  Com- 
pany, their  claim  to  indemnity  for  957,600  acres, 
amounting  to  $130,426,  was  resisted  in  behalf  of  the 
Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  on  the  ground  that  the 
consideration  money  for  said  lands  had  not  been  paid, 
and  that  therefore  they  were  in  equity  entitled  to  the 
indemnity  provided  by  the  act  of  Congress.    The 
commissioners  decided  in  favor  of  the  Georgia  Missis- 
sippi Company,  and  the  $130,426  were  deducted  from 
the  amount  awarded  to  the  New  England  Mississippi 
Land  Company,  and  distributed  as  follows:  $60,608  48 
to  individual  members  of  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Com- 
pany, who  had  released  to  the  United  Stetes  under 
the  act  of  1814,  to  whom  the  same  has  accordingly 
been  paid;  $79,816  62  was  reserved  to  the  United 
Stetes,  as  being  the  shares  of  those  claimante  who,  not 
having  been  paid  the  consideration  money  by  the  per- 
sons who  had  purchased  of  them,  claimed  to  be  still 
the  legal  and  bona  fide  owners  of  said  lands,  and,  as 
such,  had  availed  themselves  of  the  provision  of  the 
repealing  act  of  the  Stete  of  Georgia,  and  obtained 
the  repayment  of  the  consideration  money  by  surren- 
dering their  titles  to  the  Stete. 

8thly.  The  petitioners  object  to  this  decision  as  er- 
roneous, and  they  ask  to  have  the  $180,425  said  to 
them  by  the  United  Stetes,  or  their  release  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  967,600  acres  cancelled,  so  that  they  may 
assert  their  title  to  the  lands  in  a  court  of  law.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stetes,  in  the  case  of 
Brown  and  Gilman,  4  Wheaton,  256,  have  decided 
that  the  grant  from  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Land 
Company  to  the  individuals  who  afterwards  consti- 
tuted and  composed  the  New  England  Misaissippi 
Land  Company,  Obnveyed  the  legal  estete,  notwith- 
stending  the  act  of  Georgia  prohibiting  the  deeds  for 
the  same  ^om  being  recorded ;  and  that,  by  the  terms 
of  the  contract  and  the  law  of  the  land,  the  grantors 
had  no  lien  on  the  lands  for  the  consideration  money, 
and  that  therefore  the  decree  of  the  commissioners,  in 
that  respect,  was  erroneous.  For  the  grounds  of  that 
decision,  ito  operation  upon  the  intereste  of  (he  peti- 
tioners, and  those  they  represent,  and  for  a  more  par- 
ticular statement  of  the  facte  and  circumstencea  con- 
nected with  the  whole  transaction,  the  committee  refer 


to  the  case  of  Brown  and  Gilman,  to  the  decree  of  I 
commissioners  accompanying  this  report,  to  the  I 
companying  certificates  of  two  of  the  oommissioDi 
and  to  a  more  particular  stetement  made  by  the  ^ 
tioners  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  adopted 
them  in  their  report  last  year  on  the  same  petition* 
9thly.  The  Committee  acquiesce  in  the  correcUi 
of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  believe  l 
the  decision  of  the  commissioners,  on  the  point  of 
raised  before  them,  was  erroneous ;  but,  as  their 
cree  was  s greed  and  declared  by  the  law  to  be  ^ 
and  conclusive  on  the  righte  of  all  the  parties,  ani 
they  have  not  found  any  circumstencea  in  the  cie^ 
quiring  that  the  same  should  be  opened,  bat  d^ 
strong  reasons  against  the  propriety  of  doing  so,  s  | 
jority  of  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  pri 
of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted.  I 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read,  and; 
dered  to  be  printed. 

ACCOUNTABILITY  OF   PUBLIC  OFFICI 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wt 
Mr.  Rdggles  in  the  chair,  proceeded  to  coos 
the  bill  better  to  secure  the  accountability  of  j 
lie  officers  and  others ;  which  was  introducec 
der  lea  re  obtained  by  Mr.  Holmes  of  Maine, 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

[The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides,  that  no  si 
compensation,  or  emolument,  shall  be  paid  lo 
person  who  is,  or  shall  be,  indebted  to  the  Ui 
Stetes,  until  such  person  has  accounted  for,  and 
into  the  Treasury  all  sums  for  which  he  may  t 
indebted. 

The  second  section  makes  it  the  duty  of  eter 
counteble  officer  who,  in  making  payment  to  the 
ted  Stetes,  is,  by  law,  authorized  to  retain  his  k\ 
salary,  out  of  the  money  for  which  he  is  accooo^ 
and  who  is  indebted  to  the  United  States,  U^ 
over,  at  the  time^  required  by  law  for  his  paji^ 
and  acoountebility,  all  his  fees  and  emolameDtk  I 
he  shall  have  discharged  the  anms  for  which 
indebted ;  and  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Treasun 
partment,  at  a  certain  time  in  each  year,  to  gif 
tice  to  such  officers,  of  the  sums  due  from  them  \ 
makes  it  the  duty  of  collectors,  and  other  o^ 
to  withhold  the  pay  of  the  persons  employed  by  i 
until  their  debte  to  the  Government  are  dischargj 

The  third  section  provides  that  no  person  $£ 
appointed  to  any  office,  which  entitles  him,  in 
way,  to  receive,  and  makes  it  his  duty  to  accoai^ 
public  moneys,  who  shall,  at  the  time  of  such  ap^ 
ment,  be  indebted  to  the  United  Stetes.  ' 

The  fourth  section  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  I 
dent  of  the  United  Stetes  to  communicate  to  Con  I 
in  the  first  week  of  each  session,  the  namea  of  p^ 
whose  pay  is  withheld  under  the  provisions  o{ 
act,  with  the  amount  due,  dtc.,  with  a  provts^ 
in  all  cases  where  the  pay  of  any  person  is  ; 
held,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  accounting  offid 
the  Treasury,  if  demanded  by  the  person,  to  d 
forthwith,  to  the  agent  of  the  Treasury  Depani 
the  balance ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  i 
within  sixty  days  thereafter,  to  order  suit  to  b^ 
menced  against  such  delinquent  and  his  surettd 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  briefly  recapit^ 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  with  the  remark 
its  principles  were  such  as,  he  conceived,  I 
to  be  adopted  into  the  government  of  the  coi 
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Mr.  MtLLs  objected  to  the  first  section  of  the 
bill;  he  was  wifliDg  to  go  as  far  as  any  roan,  to 
secure  the  accountability  of  those  who  are  in- 
trusted with  the  public  money — ^bnt  he  knew  very 
well;  that,  in  a  rariety  of  instances,  balances  were 
reputed  to  be  due,  wben,  in  truth,  on  a  fair  adjust- 
ment  of  aceount<c,  nothing  at  all  was  found  to  be 
due.  fiof  perhaps  this  third  section  of  the  bill  might 
exteod,  in  its  operation,  further  than  the  gentle- 
maji  wbo  prop<»ed  it  had  contemplated.  It  would 
2pplj  to  cyery  officer  who  was  a  receiver  of  pub- 
lic money.  In  case  of  a  foreign  Minister,  for  in- 
stance, who  had  received  his  money  for  outfits, 
and  was  charged  therewith.  It  would  not  be  in 
ihe  power  of  Gk>Ternment  to  exchange  him  to 
another  Coort,  if  it  should  become  necessary,  un- 
til he  had  accounted  for  moneys  paid  to  him — pre- 
TJoos  to  his  nomination  to  the  Senate,  his  account 
most  be  settled  up  or  his  appointment  could  not  take 
place.  A  person  might  be  distant  from  the  Seat 
of  Goremment,  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
serrice,  and  unable  to  adjust  the  balance  against 
him,  and  yet  he  could  not  be  re-appointed,  how- 
ever otherwise  fit  for  the  office,  because  of  the 
balance,  which  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  settle. 
Mr.M.  said,  he  could  not  perceive  the  particular 
cecessity  of  any  part  of  the  bill — but  this  section 
cf  it,  he  thought,  ought  not  to  be  passed — he, 
ihertfote,  moved  to  strike  out  the  third  section  of 
ibe  bill ' 

Mr.  Bbakch  believed  the  objection  of  the  gen- 
tiemaQfrom  Massachusetts,  in  regard  to  the  appli- 
cation of  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  to  foreign 
Ministers,  would  not  hold  good,  because  the  outfit 
of  the  Minister  became  due  him  instantly  on  his 
appointment,  and  was  not  an  item  of  charge  to 
pim,nor  one  for  the  expenditure  of  which  he  was 
ix)UQd  to  account  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  read  the  act  already 
eiming  in  regard  to  the  disbursement  of  public 
moneys,  and  which  prescribes  rules,  in  order  to 
i^certaio  who  is  indebted  to  the  Government. 
He  said,  that  an  officer  who  received  money,  to 
be  paid  ont  on  account  of  the  Grovernment,  was 
not  considered  as  being  inddtted  to  the  Govern- 
toent,  nntil  the  time  at  which  be  is  bound  to  ac- 
coant  for  that  money.  The  la w  allows  him  am- 
ple time  to  settle  his  account ;  the  officer  is  enti- 
M  to  bold  his  money  until  a  certain  period. 
and  he  is  not  considered  as  being  indebted  until 
that  time  arrives.  The  word  "  indebted"  applied 
'^aW  to  those  who  failed  to  account  at  the  time 
P^ibed,  or  where  the  person  was  found  to  be 
'^  absokte  defaulter.  It  had  been  thought  best, 
^'v>me,to  introduce  a  provision  into  the  bill  to 
^msA  from  office  such  as  were  found  deficient 
^Q  the  settlement  of  their  accounts;  but  the  right 
to  do  10  was  doubted.  Certainly  the  ri^ht  was 
vesto)  in  Congress  to  prevent  the  reappomtment 
of  defaulters.  The  whole  bill  goes  upon  the  gen- 
n^  principle,  that  men  shall  not  be  retained  in 
'he  anrice  of  the  Government  who  are  default- 
^^  U  is  a  rule  of  common  life,  never  to  trust 
perscni  ia  such  situation  in  regard  to  private  con- 
cerns; and  it  is  much  easier  to  avoid  anv  evils 
arising  from  their  employment  in  private  tnan  in 


public  concerns.  He  believed  there  was  no  pro- 
vision which  would  do  more  good  than  this. 
As  to  foreign  Ministers,  if  they  are  intrusted  with 
the  public  money,  it  is  always  in  the  power  of  the 
President  to  prescribe  the  time  at  which  they  are 
to  account  for  it.  There  could  never  be  any  dif- 
ficulty on  account  of  public  Ministers — the  Pres- 
ident would  always  give  them  sufficient  latitude 
for  the  settlement  of  their  accounts. 

Mr.  Mills  believed,  after  hearing  the  state- 
ments of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  and  the  law 
he  had  read,  that  there  had  already  been  enough 
of  legislation  on  this  subject.  He  considered  that 
law  a  very  salutary  one ;  but  the  provision  in  the 
third  section  of  this  bill  was  going  to  impose  re- 
straint on  the  power  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  offi- 
cers, which  ought  not  to  be  imposed.  Cases  might 
occur  in  which  the  President  was  satisfied  that 
the  person  ought  to  be  reappointed  to  his  office, 
and  yet  he  comd  not  be  appointed,  in  consequence 
of  this  section  in  the  bill.  The  most  honoraUe 
public  officer  might  become  a  defaulter  by  loss  of 
documents,  or  from  other  causes.  The  Depart- 
ment might  tell  him  that  his  account  conld  not  be 
settled  for  want  of  his  vouchers ;  his  term  of  ser^ 
vice  might  expire  before  be  cotild  apply  to  Con- 
gress for  relief.  The  President  could  not  nomi- 
nate him.  although  perfectly  satisfied  that  he  was 
not  indented  to  the  Government;  and,  by  this 
means,  although  best  Qualified  for  it,  the  person 
might  lose  his  chance  for  reappointment. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  said  it  had  often 
happened,  it  mi|;ht  again,  that  the  vouchers  of 
persons  residing  m  a  remote  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment may  be  lost  or  mislaid  in  transmission  by 
mail.  If  the  third  section  of  this  bill  is  agreed 
to,  it  will  be  imperative;  and  will  prevent  the 
appointment  to  nublic  office  of  any  person  who 
is  in  arrears  to  tne  Government,  from  whatever 
cause.  He  had  known  an  instance  of  a  gentle- 
man who  was  reported  as  a  defaulter  to  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  amount  of  $30,000,  who  did  not. 
in  fact,  owe  the  Government  one  cent.  He  had 
known  several  other  instances  of  a  similar  nature. 
Those  men,  of  course,  from  no  fault  of  their  own, 
would  be  prevented  from  being  candidates  for 
office,  if  this  bill  were  passed  in  its  present  shape. 
Instances  are  every  day  occurring  of  loss  of  doc- 
uments. He  thought  the  former  law  amply  suffi- 
cient in  this  respect,  and  that  the  veto  which  the 
Senate  has  upon  all  appointments  was  security 
enough.  It  requires  sreat  experience  to  become 
acquainted  with  all  the  rules  prescribed  for  the 
settlement  of  accounts  in  the  different  depart- 
ments ;  there  was  great  liability  to  difficnlty  in 
the  business ;  they  were  frequently  sent  back  for 
further  explanation;  great  injustice  might  be  done 
to  individuals  by  the  bill  now  proposed.  They 
receive  money  to  be  disbursed  for  the  public  ac- 
count, which  is  charged  to  them ;  and  thus  they 
become  indebted  to  the  Government,  although 
they  are  not  defaulters ;  or,  they  may  not  have 
been  able  to  disburse  the  money,  and  render  their 
accounts,  within  the  time  prescribed.  He  thought 
the  law  which  before  existed  was  sufficiently 
guarded  in  this  respect. 
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Mr.  Smith  said,  that  this  discussion  had  sug- 
gested an  idea  to  him  which  might  be  worth  con- 
sideration. He  did  not  know  that  the  Senate 
could  restrain  the  President  in  the  appointment  of 
any  person  to  an  office.  Suppose  tne  law  should 
pass,  and  the  President  should  appoint  to  office  a 
person  indebted  to  the  Grovernment.  The  Senate 
£as  a  right  to  reject  ja  person,  when  nominated, 
if  he  is  indebted  to  the  Government — but  has 
Congress  any  right  to  impose  rules  for  the  Exec- 
utive in  this  respect?  Mr.  S.  said  that  he  him- 
self had  once  been  stated  to  be  a  great  public  de- 
faulter, although  he  never  had  any  money  con- 
cerns with  the  Grovernment  He  had  a  power  of 
attorney  to  receive  money  for  another  person, 
which  had  been  paid  to  him,  and  remitted  to  the 
person  to  whom  it  belonged ;  the  money  had  been 
charged  to  him  on  the  Treasury  boots,  and  he 
was  reported  as  a  defaulter,  although  he  did  not 
owe  the  Grovernment  a  cent.  If  the  President 
had  seen  fit  to  nominate  him  for  any  office,  which 
probably  had  never  entered  his  mmd,  he  could 
not  have  done  it,  under  this  section  of  the  bill, 
from  his  being  stated  as  a  public  defaulter.  Mr. 
S.  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  this  provision,  as 
the  Senate  had  already  a  right  to  reject  any  nom- 
ination which  might  be  made. 

Mr.  LowRiE  thought'  the  arguments  which 
had  been  urged  against  the  third  section  of  this 
bHi  would  apply  equally  well  to  the  first  and 
second  sections.  If  it  is  imperative  to  withhold 
the  appointment  to  office  of  those  who  are  in 
arrears  to  the  Government,  it  is  also  imperative 
to  withhold  their  salaries  while  they  are  in  the 
offices. 

Mr.  L.  did  not  think  the  supposed  cases  of  hard- 
ship could  often  occur.  Many  persons  might 
have  public  moneys  in  their  hands  for  certain 
purposes,  and  yet  not  be  indebted  to  the  Govern- 
ment. By  fixing  this  qualification,  the  Senate 
would  be  relieved  from  great  difficulties  in  inves- 
tigating these  subjects.  He  was,  therefore,  deci- 
dedly in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it  now  stood. 

Mr.  Lanman  appreciated  as  much  as  many 
could  do  the  principle  of  this  section  of  the  bill, 
so  far  as  it  went  to  the  protection  of  the  Treasury. 
He  was  in  favor  of  every  provision  which  would 
go  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  modes  in  which 
money  was  to  pass  from  the  Treasury,  and  to 
prescribe  accountability  to  public  agents.  He  was 
willing  to  consent  to  tne  third  section  of  this  bill, 
if  it  went  no  further  than  the  provision  of  which 
he  had  spoken :  but  he  feared  it  involved  some- 
thiog  more  than  tbat — ^that  it  contained  a  disfran- 
chisement of  a  great  part  of  our  fellow-citizens 
from  office.  A  man  might  have  been  indebted  to 
the  Government,  fit'teen  years  ago,  to  the  amount 
of  a  thousand  dollars ;  and  beinff  unable  to  pay, 
from  want  of  evidence  to  prove  nis  having  paid 
the  money,  for  the  purpose  to  which  he  ought  to 
have  applied  it,  he  would  be  thus  disfranchised 
from  holding  any  office  under  the  Government. 
He  asked  if  this  could  be  done  under  the  Consti- 
tution ?  It  would  operate  in  a  criminal  and  penal 
point  of  view.  Upon  these  grounds,  he  would  be 
compelled  to  vote  against  it,  although  he  was 


willing  to  vote  for  any  fair  provision  for  the  pro 
tection  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  said  he  really  had  nol 
expected  a  Constitutional  obiection  to  the  disquall 
ification  of  a  public  defaulter  from  being  an] 
longer  a  receiver  of  public  moneys.  He  thoughl 
Congress  had  a  ri^nt  to  prescrine  qualifications 
for  the  officers  appointed  under  the  laws.  Is  ther< 
no  right  to  prescribe  that  the  Judges  of  the  Su 
preme  Court  shall  consist  of  persons  learned  it 
the  law  ?  or  that  no  foreigner  shall  be  employed 
in  any  department  of  the  (^vernment  ?  Hare  w< 
a  right  to  prescribe  these  qualifications,  and  yet  m 
rieht  to  prevent  delinquents  from  holding  officei 
of  trust?  If  a  collector  becomes  a  delinquent 
not  from  his  own  fault,  his  appointment  can  al 
ways  be  suspended  until  he  nas  time  to  corree 
the  evil.  If  the  collector  denied,  the  bill  providei 
that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  agents  of  the  Gov 
ernment  to  institute  a  suit  to  try  the  case.  In  th< 
present  mode  of  appointment,  the  persons  wh( 
nold  the  offices  do  not  know  what  rules  the  Sen 
ate  prescribes  in  acting  upon  Executive  nomina 
tions ;  but,  if  the  provisions  of  this  law  are  adopted 
the  rule  will  be  known  and  provided  against  b) 
those  who  wish  to  be  appointed.  He  apprehend 
ed  that  the  Constitutional  objection  was  not  well 
founded. 

Mr.  Paerott  inquired  if  there  was  any  prece 
dent  to  authorize  the  prescribing  rules  to  the  Ex 
ecutive,  in  regard  to  appointments  to  office.  H< 
believed  this  section  ot  the  bill  to  be  unconstita* 
tional. 

Mr.  Mills  thought  the  question  of  the  right  U 
prescribe  qualifications  for  offices,  a  very  import 
ant  one ;  alid  one  which  ought  to  be  well  consid' 
ered  before  it  was  acted  upon.  The  Constitutioii 
does  not  require  that  any  officer,  except  the  Presi* 
dent  and  Vice  President,  shall  he  native  born  citi 
zens  of  the  United  States.  The  Constitution  pro 
vides  certain  qualifications  for  Senators  and  Rep 
resentatives  in  Congress.  Will  it  be  contende<i 
that  we  have  the  right  to  add  any  qualification.* 
to  those  already  required  by  the  Constitution  foi 
those  officers  ?  We  have  no  more  right  to  pre- 
scribe rules  to  the  Executive,  for  nominations  and 
appointments,  than  to  the  people,  with  regard  tc 
their  Senators  and  Representatives.  Have  wc  i 
right  to  say  that  the  Executive  shall  not  nominate 
a  person  for  any  office,  who  is  not  forty  years  old 
or  who  is  not  worth  thirty  thousand  dollars,  foi 
the  office  of  Collector  ?  But,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  ob- 
jected  to  this  provision  on  the  ground  of  expedi' 
ency  alone;  he  thought  we  ought  not  to  make  toe 
much  regulation  on  this  subject;  that  if  this  Ian 
had  existed  from  its  first  establishment,  it  would 
have  deprived  the  Grovernment  of  the  services  o\ 
some  of  its  best  citizens.  Among  other  instances 
he  mentioned  the  case  of  Captain  O'Brien,  oiu 
former  Consul  General  to  the  Barbary  Powers 
who  had  been  reported  a  defaulter,  in  consequence 
of  the  manner  in  which  he  was  obliged  to  settif 
his  accounts  in  Tunis — and  of  General  Lincoln 
the  venerable  Collector  of  the  port  of  Boston 
who  had  formerly  been  an  agent  to  make  a  treaty 
with  the  Creek  Indians,  and  stood  charged  on  the 
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iic  boob  with  property  distributed  as  presents 
to  the  Indians. 

Mr.  BiUNCH  said  that  Congress  could  have  no 
right  to  prescribe  qualifications  for  those  offices 
which  were  fixed  by  the  Constitution — but  on  the 
qoalificatioiis  of  the  under  officers  of  the  Grovern- 
meot,  the  Constitution  was  silent;  we  had  no 
right  to  superadd  to  the  Constitutional  powers ; 
bat.  where  none  are  prescribed  by  that  instrument, 
Congress  has  the  right  to  make  them.  We  have 
eertaioif  the  riffht  to  see  that  the  duties  of  these 
offices  are  discharged  faithfully  and  vigilantly, 
and  to  keep  delinquents  from  them. 

Mr.  KisG,  of  New  York,  said  that  in  all  the  ac- 
coQutiDg  offices,  the  laws  prescribed  qualifications 
for  the  persons  who  fill  them.    Where  Congress 
has  the  right  to  create  the  offices,  it  has  also  the 
right  to  Drescribe  the  requisite  character  of  those 
persons  by  whom  they  are  to  be  filled.    For  the 
wUectioD  of  revenue,  tne  imposition  of  taxes,  &c., 
Congress  has  a  right  to  make  laws,  and  to  provide 
nr  the  appointment  of  the  necessary  officers,  un- 
(ifr  those  laws,  and  to  prescribe  the  qualifications 
for  them.   If  the  officer  is  created  by  the  law,  he 
^  sobject  to  such  regulation  as  the  wisdom  of 
CoDgress  may  impose.    The  older  governments 
grow,  the  more  lax  they  are  apt  to  becbmcj  in 
^eir  provisions  for  the  accountability  of  their  of- 
acers.  Great  sums  of  money  must,  necessarily, 
be  paid  oat,  through  individual  a^nts,  and  the 
object  a^  to  protect  the  nation  against  the  appro- 
priation of  the  money  to  the  private  purposes  of 
tte  agents.   Corruption  of  public  officers  had 
w«n  the  greatest  bane  of  governments.    The  fact 
whether  a  person  really  was  a  puUic  defaulter,  or 
i^oi,  Mr.  K.  conceived  to  be  easily  ascertainable. 
^Dd,  if  he  were  so,  he  ought  not  to  be  appointed 
to  nj  office.    It  had  been  the  custom,  upon 
Domioationsfrom  the  Executive,  to  reject  such  as 
*Pre  known  to  be  public  defaulters.    Great  bene- 
w  had  realted  from  this  practice.    In  some  cases, 
^  prorision  in  this  bill  might  onerate  against 
|*f»n$who  were  not,  in  fact,  indebted;  but  those 
ui^nces  would  be  rare,  and  others,  eoually  quali- 
bed,  might  then  be  appointed  to  the  offices — men, 
^  ?0Qd,  as  efficient,  and  as  honest.    On  the  whole, 
be  thought  no  great  public  disadvantage  could  arise 
rom  the  paaiaee  of  the  bill;  and,  on  the  contrary, 
uiat  It  wouU  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  Govern- 
Q^^Qt;  {hat  had  administration  and  bad  morality 
»we  enconraged  by  laxity  in  this  respect.    If  the 
^  of  a  pabfic  officer  were  suspicious,  it  would 
*t^y5  be  better  to  get  a  man  who  was  not  so 
c^-'caastanccd. 

^f- Holmes  made  some  further  remarks  on  the 

SU&J«tt. 

Tjie  motion  of  Mr.  Mills,  to  strike  out  the 
^^''d  section,  was  lost. 

.  "j-'oBMsow,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend 
-^Wl  so  as  to  provide  that  a  person  should  have 
^  mdebted  one  year,  to  prevent  his  appoint- 

eni  tooffice.  After  some  discussion,  this  amend- 
^^D^nnejected. 

The  biliwas  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
?*=^a  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  tirne. 


Weonesoat,  February  11. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  ultimo,  ac- 
companied by  two  statements,  showing  the  names 
of  those  Pursers  and  Navy  Agents  who  are  in 
arrears  to  the  United  States ;  and  the  report  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  brinted. 

Mr.  LowRiB  presented  the  petition  of  William 
L.  Fisher,  and  others,  of  Germantown,  Pennsyl- 
vania, praying  that  no  additional  duty  be  imposed 
on  imported  wool ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manfactores. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
of  M.  Hoffman,  and  others,  auctioneers,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  praying  that  no  duty  be  im- 
posed upon  sales  at  auction ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  the  me- 
morial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  presented  on  the  9th  instant,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  grad- 
ual supply  of  cannon,  bombs,  and  howitz,  for  the 
fortifications,  reported  the  same  with  amendments; 
which  were  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Andrew  Mitchell,  deceased ;  and  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  employing  of  certain  assistants  in  the 
General  Land  Office,  were,  severally,  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer ;  and  it  was 
further  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  bill  better  to  secure  the  accountability  of 
public  officers,  and  others,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  title  amended,  to  read,  "An  act  to  secure 
the  accountability  of  public  officers,  and  others." 
The  bill  was  then  passed. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt,  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tne  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz :  "An  act  to  pro- 
cure the  necessary  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates, 
upon  the  subject  of  Roads  and  Canals ;"  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  issuing  of  letters  patent  to  Samuel 
Brown ;"  and,  "An  act  to  define  the  boundary 
line  between  the  Edwardsville  and  Springfield 
land  districts,  in  the  State  of  Illinois  j"  in  which 
bills  thev  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  severally  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  issuing  of  letters  patent  to  Samuel  Brown," 
was  read  the  second  time,  by  unanimous  consent ; 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  regulating  the 
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transportation  of  ^old  and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and 
jewels,  and  carrying  of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit 
the  receipt  of  merchandise  in  the  public  vessels  of 
the  United  States ;  and,  on  motion,  the  conside- 
ration thereof  was  further  postponed  to  Wednesday 
next. 

DRAWBACK  ON  CORDAGE. 

The  bill  proposed  by  Mr.  D'Wolf,  and  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures, allowing  a  drawback  on  the  exportation  of 
cordage,  manufactured  from  foreign  hemp,  was 
taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  rose  in  support  of  the  bill.  He  said 
it  was  not  by  any  argument  of  his  own  that  he 
expected  to  convince  the  Senate  of  the  proprietv 
of  this  measure ;  but,  if  he  could  state  facts,  sucn 
as  had  convinced  his  own  mind,  and  draw  infer- 
ences from  those  facts,  he  hoped  they  might  have 
some  effect  upon  others.  The  bill  under  consid- 
eration was  no  new  project ;  its  good  effects  have 
been  experienced  almost  as  long  as  this  Govern- 
ment has  existed.  The  millions  of  dollars  which 
have  been  exported,  in  rum  and  refined  sugars, 
under  this  system  of  returning  the  duties  on  the 
raw  material,  when  manufactured,  and  sent  out 
of  the  country  for  consumption,  has  not  only  given 
employment  to  our  ships  and  to  our  home  indus- 
try, 'but  has  enriched  our  Treasury,  by  furnishing 
the  meaps  lor  imports,  in  this  way — ^which  im- 
ports the  country  could  not  have  bad  without  the 
adoption  of  this  measure.  You  now  return  the 
duties,  in  all  cases,  provided  the  article  remains  the 
same  at  the  time  ot  exportation  as  when  imported. 
Much  more  should  you  do  so,  when,  by  your  own 
industry,  value  has  been  added  to  the  imported 
article.  The  object  of  the  bill  now  under  consid- 
eration, Mr.  D'W.  said,  was  to  create  means  for 
imports,  to  extend  our  trade  with  South  America, 
and  to  encourage  home  industry.  It  proposes  to 
allow  the  drawback  on  one  article  onJv,  with  the 
hope  that  the  subject  will  be  more  fully  under- 
stood, and  the  principle  extended  to  other  articles. 
A  refusal  to  extend  the  drawback  system  to  the 
oianufacturers  of  the  country,  and  to  the  mercan- 
tile interest,  and  to  return  the  tax  levied  on  the 
raw  material  imported,  amounts  to  a  prohibition 
of  the  exportation  of  the  produce  of  the  national 
industry  in  that  shape ;  for  the  tax  thus  amounts 
to  two  freights  on  the  manufactured  article.  The 
value  added  by  manufacturing  to  the  imported 
raw  material  constitutes  a  part  of  the  industry  of 
the  country,  as  much  as  tobacco,  cotton,  grain,  or 
any  other  produce  for  exportation,  which  is  pro- 
tected by  the  Constitution  from  taxation  when 
taken  out  of  the  country.  It  is,  then,  no  more 
than  fair  and  equitable  that  these  other  products 
of  industry  should  be  exempted  from  taxation 
when  carried  out  of  the  country  for  consumption. 
Common  justice  and  sound  policy  require  that  all 
the  productions  of  our  industry  should  be  placed 
upon  the  same  footing.  By  the  adoption  of  this 
measure,  the  Government  does  not  abandon  the 
interest  it  has  in  the  property  exported )  it  only 
suspends  the  collection  of  the  tax.  It  is  a  forbear- 


ance to  take  out  the  toll  or  exaction  for  the  pres- 
ent;  it  permits  the  share  which  the  GoTernment 
has  in  the  property  to  be  carried  from  the  coun- 
try, that  it  may  be  brought  back  again,  increased 
in  value,  and  better  fitted  for  consumption ;  at 
which  time,  the  Government  will  not  fail  to  exact 
and  receive  its  portion.  The  Government  has 
an  interest  in  every  thing  that  goes  out  of  the 
country,  as  furnishing  the  means  to  obtain  that 
which  is  to  come  into  it.  Are  not  the  policy  aod 
iustice  of  a  measure  obvious,  which  gires  all 
branches  of  our  industry  a  fair  and  equal  oppor- 
tunity of  finding  markets  abroad?  Will  it  not 
have  a  tendency  to  increase  the  aggregate  of  oui 
imports,  and  give  more  means  for  their  consump- 
tion, by  giving  employment  and  encouragemeni 
to  home  mdustry  and  to  commerce?  Will  no 
the  extension  of  the  drawback  system  add  to  ou 
exports  ?  And  are  not  imports  dependent  upoi 
exports  ?  If  the  operation  of  this  measure  woul< 
lessen  the  domestic  consumption  of  hemp,  it  woul 
be  some  ground  on  which  to  build  an  argument  a 
to  the  e&zl  on  the  home  growth,  and  on  the  re^ 
enue.  But,  on  the  contrary,  it  will  increase  th 
consumption  of  the  imported  article,  because 
will  increase  the  employment  of  vessels — andct 
an  increase  of  the  consumption  injure  the  bos 
grower  ?  If  the  bill  would  cause  any  diminutic 
of  the  exports  in  raw  materials  of  any  kind  p 
duced  in  the  country,  Mr.  D'W.  said,  he  shod 
expect  it  would  be  opposed;  but  he  thought 
could  not  be  pretended  that  such  a  result  won 
follow.  On  the  contrary,  the  increased  demal 
for  tar,  which  this  measure  will  cause  to  i 
worked  up  and  exported,  is  worthy  of  con«l 
eration. 

To  confine  those  who  manufacture  articles  i 
exportation  to  the  use  of  the  domestic  raw  mal 
riaL  when  such  raw  material  is  not  produced 
sufficient  quantity  even  for  the  consumption 
your  own  country,  is,  in  fact,  a  prohibition  of  j 
exportation  of  this  branch  of  your  industrv' ;  I 
cause,  your  merchants,  under  such  circumstand 
can  nnd  no  markets  abroad  in  which  they  c 
vie  with  the  foreign  competition  in  the  sa\e 
such  articles,  as  ioreigners  can  carry  them 
market  free  of  the  tax  which  our  Government  I 
levied  on  the  raw  material.  The  giving  a  pre 
ence  to  foreign  hemp  for  exportation  is  no  pre 
ence  for  the  home  use;  and  it  is  to  the  home 
only  that  the  domestic  growers  can  look  fo 
market :  none  of  our  productions  go  to  the  forel 
until  the  home  market  is  supplied.  How  can  j 
think  of  supplying  foreign  markets,  when  you  i 
not  supply  your  own,  with  all  the  advantage  I 
the  duties,  freight,  and  other  expenses  of  im{ 
tation  give  you?  It  is  only  the  surplus  proi 
tions  that  go  abroad.  There  would,  perhaps 
some  danger  that  the  drawback  allowed  will 
ceed  the  amount  of  duties  collected  on  the  h 
when  the  domestic  production  of  it  shall  €^ 
the  consumption,  but  not  until  then. 

But,  never  can  the  measure,  at  any  time,  \ 
any  event,  prove  injurious  to  the  home  grq 
of  the  raw  material.     Suppose   Louisiana 
duced  as  much  sugar  and  molasses  as  the  U 
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States  cooMimes  at  this  moment — woald  the  draw- 
back allowed  on  refined  sugar,  and  rum  distilled 
from  imported  materials,  be  an  injury  to  the 
Loaisiaoa  cultiration  of  the  sugar  cane  1  Mr. 
D'W.  asked,  how  1  It  certainly  would  not  lessen 
the  home  consumption,  to  which  he  looks  exclu- 
sivelf  for  a  market,  nor  prevent  his  exporting,  if 
a  smplos  were  produced.  And  much  less  could 
sQcii  injury  be  suffered  as  the  fact  now  stands ; 
viien  there  is  not,  perhaps,  one-fourth  part  the 
sogar  and  molasses  made  that  is  consumed  in  the 
United  States — ^probably  not  one  fiftieth  part  of 
tkbemp. 

This  measure,  if  it  is  adopted,  will  give  new 
emplojmeat  to  our  shipping,  and  our  domestic 
manufactures,  to  the  whole  extent  of  the  business 
done  in  the  way  contemplated ;  for  it  cannot  be 
done  at  all  without  it ;  and,  if  you  extend  the 
policy,  this  employment  will  be  extended  without 
ttxiog  any  other  branch  of  industry  whatever. 
If  it  were  true,  that  gmntin^  the  drawback  would 
eaose  one  pound  less  of  domestic  hemp  to  be 
worked  up,  or  used  in  any  way,  or  would  take 
ooe  cent  of  revenue  from  the  imported  article, 
there  would  be  some  apology  for  opposition  to  it. 
It  will  be  advantageous  to  the  iarmer,  as  all 
branches  of  industry  give  means  for  purchasing 
the  surplus  provisions,  and  raw  materials,  which 
ue  seeking  a  market.    If,  then,  this  measure  will 
benefit  two  great  branches  of  industry,  without 
incDiring  the  odium  of  being  chargeable  upon 
any  other,  it  is  certainly  worth  the  experiment. 
Mr.  D'W.  said,  he  thought  the  true  policy  of  the 
coontry  would  be  to  carry  much  further  the  sys- 
tem of  returning  duties  on  imported  raw  mate- 
rials, when  manufactured,  and  taken  out  of  the 
ccQDtry  for  consumption.    When    the  country 
produced  them,  in  sufficient  quantities  for  its  own 
coosomption,  his  solicitations  would  be  abated; 
althoQgh,  even  then,  there  might  be  good  reasons 
for  continuing  the  policy,  until  the  country  should 
give  enough  of  the  raw  material  to  supply  its 
tnannfactnring  labor,  both  for  home  use,  and  for 
exportation.    But,  when  the  home  production  of 
^  taw  material  comes  up  to  the  consumption  of 
the  manufactured  article  for  home  use.  there  may 
^  some  reason  to  refuse  the  drawbacK,  and  con- 
fioe  the  manufacturer  to  the  use  of  the  raw  mate- 
ria produced  by  his  own  country ;  but  infinitely 
more  reasonable  and  honorable  would  it  be  for  the 
^riculturist  to  wait  until  he  could  give  the  raw 
material  as  cheap  as  other  countries,  before  he 
coafines  the  manufacturer  to  the  use  of  his  own 
prodoctiotts;  thus  leaving  both  those  branches  of 
ifidostry  to  compete  in  foreign  markets,  with  the 
adastry  of  the  world,  on  even  ffround.    For  the 
Hncnlturist  to  use  the  power  woich  he  so  justly 
^^^  and  which  he  ever  ought  to  hold,  to  con- 
Aoe  the  manufacturer  and  mechanic  to  tne  use  of 
the  domestic  raw  material,  which  he  will  not, 
^not,  or  does  not  supply,  thus  drying  up  the 
'^ms  of  industry,  which  should  always  be  kept 
3j^and  free,  is  unreasonable,  unjust,  and  cruel, 
ihe proper  object,  with  the  l^islator,  is,  to  make 
fhe  floost  of  the  skill  and  industry  of  this  country, 
in  the  aggregate,  to  economise  the  employment  of 


his  national  family;  opening  the  markets,  both 
domestic  and  foreign,  for  his  own  productions,  in 
all  shapes,  upon  fair  and  equal  principles.  The 
merchant  and  the  manufacturer  are  only  asking 
the  same  privilege  of  exporting  the  products  of 
their  industry,  as  the  farmer  does,  free  of  taxation. 
It  may  as  well  be  said  that  the  laws  regulating 
the  moral  conduct  of  the  citizens  are  destructive 
of  their  liberty,  as  that  the  regulation  of  trade 
abridges  the  freedom  of  it.  All  branches  of  trade 
and  industry  are,  and  always  ought  to  be,  left  free 
to  seek  their  own  level,  under  the  laws.  Mr. 
D' W.  said,  he  was  fully  in  favor  of  taxing  foreign 
productions  imported  into  our  country,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  all  branches  of  our  own  industry, 
as  is  the  practice  of  other  nations,  where  the  policy 
of  such  a  measure  was  obvious.  Indeed,  he  con- 
sidered that  we  were  drawn  into  that  course  by 
other  nations  having  adopted  it.  If  nobody  had 
put  up  any  fences,  we  could  all  cultivate  the  earth, 
and  enjoy  the  blessings  of  Providence  in  com- 
mon; but  when  our  neighbors  have  all  made 
their  enclosures,  and  we  leave  our  portion  com- 
mon to  all,  we  must  expect  that  others  will  have 
great  advantages  over  us. 

As  to  the  narrow  policy  of  retaining  in  the 
country  the  redundant  imports,  lest  the  Treasury 
accounts  should  not  show  so  large  an  amount,  at 
the  moment,  it  is  altogether  fallacious;  for  the 
revenue  received  on  your  imports,  not  consumed, 
is  only  an  anticipation  of  your  income,  as  was 
shown  in  the  article  of  hemp,  the  year  before  last, 
when  we  imported  8,835  tons,  which  was,  at  least, 
3,000  tons  more  than  was  consumed.  The  con- 
sequence was,  that  only  2,693  tons  were  imported 
the  last  year.  These  facts  show  that  importation, 
beyond  consumption,  is  no  advantage  to  your  reve- 
nue; and,  when  such  an  excess  of  importation 
occurs,  you  may  as  well  allow  it  go  out  of  the 
country,  and  allow  the  drawback  upon  it,  as  to 
retain  it  in  the  way  of  your  next  year's  importa- 
tion. That  which  is  imported,  and  the  duties 
upon  it  secured,  is  domesticated  and  naturalized ; 
and  makes  a  part  of  your  common  stock,  with 
that  of  domestic  growth.  When  this  common 
stock  is  greater  than  is  wanted  for  the  use  of  the 
country,  will  it  not  be  better  for  the  home-grown 
hemp  that  you  allow  some  of  it  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  country,  after  working  it  up,  and  return  the 
price,  by  tne  payment  of  which  it  became  natu- 
ralized, than  to  keep  it  on  hand  in  the  way  of 
another  season's  supply  ?  The  surplus  cannot  be 
taken  out  of  the  country  in  the  same  state  in  which 
it  was  iniported. 

Mr.  D' Wolf  remarked,  that  he  had  no  personal 
interest  in  the  passage  of  this  bill ;  but  was  in- 
duced to  advocate  it  from  his  knowledge  of  the 
beneficial  effects  it  would  produce  to  those  who 
were  interested  in  this  manufacture.  He  had  been 
told  by  Mr.  Lewis,  of  Boston,  who  has  extensive 
works  for  the  manufacture  of  cordage,  that  appli- 
cation was  made  to  him,  by  a  merchant  from 
South  America,  for  a  hundred  tons  of  cordage. 
Mr.  Lewis  named  the  lowest  price  at  which  it 
could  be  furnished,  but  the  gentleman  replied  that 
the  cordage  could  be  procured  in  England  on  more 
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favorable  teitns.  On  inrestiffation,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  he  could  purchase  it  twenty-fire  dollars 
per  ton  cheaper,  in  England,  and  that  this  differ- 
ence in  price  was  altogether  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  English,  who  obtain  their  hemp  from  the 
same  country  whence  we  procure  ours,  allow  the 
drawbaclL  on  exportation  of  the  corda^^e. 

Mr.  D' Wolf  b^ged  gentlemen,  who  advocate 
the  interest  of  the  makers  of  iron^  to  compare  their 
application  to  Confess  for  an  increase  of  duties 
on  the  imported  article,  with  that  of  the  workers 
of  hemp,  who  only  asl^  upon  the  same  principle 
that  is  contained  in  this  bill,  that  the  produce  of 
their  labor  should  be  allowed  to  go  to  market  un- 
shackled with  the  tax  yon  have  levied  on  the  raw 
material.  We  have  arrived  at  manhood  in  these 
branches  of  manufacture.  Our  skill,  our  ma- 
chinery, and  our  industry,  are  equal  to  any  in  the 
world;  the  capital  is  invested ;  the  works  are  com- 
plete ;  the  workmen  have  acquired  the  art ;  they 
more  than  supply  the  country  with  the  produce  of 
their  labor,  and  are  desirous  to  carrv  it  to  foreign 
markets.  The  system  is  shown  to  be  practicable 
by  the  operation  of  that  part  of  it  which  has 
already  been  adopted.  All  experience  proves  that 
it  is  practicable.  We  have  practised  it  for  thirty 
years,  and  benefited  the  country  to  the  amount  of 
millions,  by  the  practice. 

If  the  American  merchant  goes  to  Russia,  and 
purchases  his  cordag^,  manufactured  with  Russian 
tar,  and  with  Russian  labor,  you  allow  him,  for 
his  own  convenience,  to  bring  it  into  your  ports, 
and  bond  it ;  and  when  he  exports  it,  you  permit 
him  to  draw  back  the  duty ;  thus  giving  encour- 
agement to  the  foreign  industry  which  produces 
the  tar  and  manufactures  the  cordage,  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  industry  of  your  own  country.  The 
bill  now  under  consideration  proposes  to  give  this 
encouragement  to  our  own  citizens,  instead  of  for- 
eigners. 

Mr.  FiNnLAY  said,  he  had  made  up  his  mind, 
at  the  last  session,  in  regard  to  thi$  bill,  and  he 
had  heard  no  reason  since,  which  induced  him  to 
alter  his  opinion ;  but,  as  the  new  tariff  bill,  if 
adopted,  would  have  some  effect  upon  this  bill, 
he  hoped  it  would  be  laid  upon  the  table  for  the 
present. 

'Mr.  Smith  said  he  was  sensible  that  there  was 
very  little  chance  of  passing  this  bill.  He  pre- 
sumed that  most  of  the  members  had  made  up 
their  minds  upon  the  subject  at  the  last  session ; 
but,  as  there  are  some  new  members,  who  were  not 
present  at  that  time,  he  wished  to  express  his 
views  upon  it.  The  principle  contemplated  in 
this  bill,  he  said,  was  not  a  new  one.  It  nad  been 
in  operation  almost  ever  since  the  first  establish- 
ment of  the  Government.  A  drawback  of  the 
duties  on  the  exportation  of  imported  articles  has 
long  been  allowed.  On  the  exportation  of  rum 
manufactured  from  foreign  molasses  a  drawback 
of  the  duties  on  the  raw  material  is  permitted. 
This  gives  employment  to  the  industry  of  the 
United  States.  If  you  did  not  do  this,  you  would 
prevent  the  importation  of  the  molasses,  and  the 
exportation  of  the  rum.  In  the  article  of  loaf  1 
sugar,  too,  the  exporter  is  allowed  to  draw  back  I 


the  duty  on  the  raw  material.    During  the  late 
war,  a  tax  Was  imposed  upon  whiskey.    The  ag- 
ricultural interest  insisted  that  the  tax  should  be 
drawn  back  upon  exportation.    We  should  have 
shut  ourselves  out  ot  all  foreign  markets  for  the 
article,  if  the  drawback  had  not  been  allowed. 
Mr.  S.  thought  the  Government  had  no  right  to 
give  bounties  for  the  exportation  of  any  article ; 
nor  did  the  present  bill  propose  any  such  thing, 
but  only  to  allow  a  drawback,  on  the  exportatioa 
of  the  manufactured  article,  of  the  duty  on  the 
raw  material.     Hemp  is  an  exceedingly  balky 
article — we  have  to  eo  a  great  way  for  it-4t  pays 
a  heavy  duty.    If  that  duty  is  not  refunded,  oa 
exportation,  you  compietenr  prevent  your  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  from  a  competition,  in 
foreign  markets,  with  the  merchants  and  mano- 
facturers  of  other  countries.    It  is  no  more  than  a 
fair  principle  to  grant  it.    It  will  g[ive  emploj- 
ment  to  a  large  portion  of  our  shipping.    It  wdl 
assist  in  making  up  our  assorted  cargoes  for  the 
South  American  markets.    We  stand  in  a  pecu- 
liar relation  to  the  South  American  States.    We 
were  the  first  to  acknowledge  their  independence, 
and  to  recognise  them  as  nations.    And  shall  we 
now  shut  ourselves  out  from  the  enioyment  of 
their  trade  ?    In  England,  the  drawback  is  allowed 
on  every  imported  article,  when  exported,  in  what- 
ever shape  it  may  appear  \  and  this  is  one  of  the 
great  principles  of  trade  which  has  raised  that  na- 
tion to  its  present  commercial  greatness.    We  are 
now  about  to  pursue  a  course  to  encourage  all  the 
manufactures  of  the  country.    Mr.  S.  said  he  was 
perfectljT  willing  to  do  this,  so  far  as  it  could  be- 
done  without  breaking  down  other  branches  of 
business.    He  was  surprised  that  gentlemen  who 
were  so  willing  to  tax  all  imported  articles,  to 
favor  manufactures,  were  not  willing  to  grant  this 
drawback  u|>on  the  same  principle.    The  trade  to 
South  America  is  a  very  important  one.    We  may, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  supply  their  markets  with 
every  article  they  want,  upion  which  we  are  not 
compelled  to  pay  a  duty  to  our  own  Gk)verniDent. 
That  trade  is  annually  increasing.    We  export  to 
that  country  great  Quantities  of  soap  and  candles, 
the  manufacture  of  which  gives  extensive  em- 
ployment to  our  people.    It  is  now  proposed  to 
lay  a  high  duty  on  foreign  tallow.    The  duty  has, 
hitherto,  been  so  small,  that  the  manufacturers 
of  those  articles  could  enter  into  a  fair  compe- 
tition with  those  of  other  countries,  in  foreign 
markets. 

It  is  provided  in  the  Tariff  bill,  which  proposes 
to  increase  the  duties  on  foreign  tallow,  that  the 
duties  shall  be  drawn  back  on  the  exportation  of 
the  candles  manufactured  from  it.  We  now  ex- 
port a  great  many  articles  to  South  America, 
such  as  furniture,  saddles,  hats,  boots,  shoes,  iron 
castings,  dtc.  Of  these  the  raw  materials  are  the 
products  of  our  own  country,  and  there  is,  of 
course,  a  fair  competition.  We  hold  it  as  a  prin- 
ciple, that  where  men  do  their  work,  exclusive  ot 
the  use  of  the  foreign  article,  they  should  be  al- 
lowed to  export  the  products  of  their  labor,  and 
have  the  advantage  of  fair  competition.  In  the 
articles  we  export  to  South  America,  most  of  them 
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are  free  from  daty.     We  export  a  large  quantity 
of  Uts;  and  we  allow  fare  to  be  imported  into  this 
country  free  from  duty.  Oar  hat  makers  are,  con- 
sequenily,  eatbled  to  work  as  cheap  as  those  of 
aoj  odier  country.    Castings  of  iron  are,  also, 
considerable  articles  of  export  to  South  America, 
and  ihe  demand  for  them  is  daily  increasing ;  for 
these  the  raw  material  is  produced  in  our  own 
coofltry.  So  in  regard  to  our  cotton  goods;  large 
qnaotities  of  certain  kinds  are  exported  to  Mexi- 
co, Lagoira,  and  other  places;  no  duty  is  paid  on 
the  raw  material.    They  value  our  cotton  ffoods 
more  than  those  of  any  other  country,  and  Mr.  S. 
hoped  they  would  continue  to  take  them.    But,  if 
we  had  a  daty  to  My  on  them,  we  certainly  could 
not  export  them.  They  do  not  require  a  drawback, 
beeaose  they  pay  no  duty.  If  he  thought  this  mea- 
sure woold  go  to  reduce  the  revenue,  Mr.  S.  said, 
he  should  oot  support  it;  he  believed  it  would  not 
hare  that  effect,  but  that  it  would  rather  tend  to 
increase  the  revenue.     There  would  certainly  be 
a  saTiag  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  the  anty 
on  the  raw  material ;  as  the  Government  always 
reserves  that  amount  out  of  the  duties  drawn  back. 
He  beliered  the  bill  was  bottomed  upon  a  sound 
pruciple;  he  was  not  able  to  perceive  any  thing 
objecuonable  in  it,  unless  it  was  that,  in  drawing 
kck  the  duties,  there  might  be  a  loss  to  the  Gk>v- 
ernment,  from  the  unusual  quantity  of  tar  made 
useofianumufacturing  the  cordage;  and  he  con- 
ceired  that  there  could  not  be  much  danger  in 
that  respect    If  the  bill  should  pass,  it  would  ena- 
ble \ht  manufacturers  of  this  country  to  suuply 
South  America  with  cordage;  and  a  great  many 
vessels  woald  be  employed  in  the  business  to  whicn 
It  woald  give  rise. 

Mr.  Li^vn,  of  Maryland,  inquired  if  the  honor- 
able member  from  Rhode  Island  could  inform  him 
what  were  the  prices  of  the  foreign  and  domestic 
hemp,  in  oor  own  markets,  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  p'WoLF  was  not  able  to  give  the  price  of 
tee&ticbemp;  he  did  not  know  of  any  recent 
ales  of  that  article.  Russian  hemp  was  quoted 
»  about  $180  per  ton.  Sales  had  lately  been 
fflade,  ]Q  New  York,  at  about  8175. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland^  had  not  intended  to 
^!  ^i^y  thiog  upon  this  subject,  but  he  now  felt  it 
his  doi^  briefly  to  express  his  views  on  it.  He  un- 
p^^^<^  that  American  hemp  was  not  in  as  good 
demand,  io  oar  own  markets,  as  formerly,  and  he 
^ught  the  allowance  of  drawback  on  cordage, 
Baauiactared  from  foreign  hemp,  might  have  a 
^dency  to  reduce  it  stifi  lower.  The  domestic 
S^*tb  of  the  article  woold  be  extinguished,  be- 
^^<i^itcoQid  not  then  meet  the  competition  of 
^iveign  article,  which  is  much  more  esteemed 
iwoad.  He  thought  the  opportunity  of  the  South 
fK°T'^  niarkets  would  be  very  advantageous  to 
w  home  growers  of  hemp.  Tne  cordage  made 
V  k^  hemp  miffht  now  be  exported;  but  that 
vnicb  was  not  made  of  foreign  hemp  ought  to  be 
P*"wted  to  be  exported,  with  the  privilege  of  be- 
"»g  «%npt  from  duty.  The  allowance  of  this 
?*^  woald  cause  an  increased  importation 
«  the  aitiele--the  demand  would  not  equal  the 
««pply-4a4  there  would  be  a  consequent  and  gen- 


eral fall  of  the  article.  There  would  be  such  a  quan- 
tity in  the  market,  that  no  man  could  turn  his  atten- 
tion to  the  ffrowtn  of  it.  The  raw  material  would 
then  be  sold  at  a  loss,  rather  than  encounter  the  risk 
of  a  foreign  market.  Can  it  be  policy  to  discourage 
the  home  growth  of  the  raw  material,  when  we 
have  a  great  portion  of  soil  that  is  peculiarly 
adapted  to  it?  Why  discourage  those  who  are 
willing  to  turn  their  attention  to  it  ?  He  consid- 
ered this  bill  as  otfering  a  bounty  to  the  ffrowth  of 
foreign  hemp.  On  one  hand  w^«re  told  that  the 
interests  of  the  countrjr  require  that  we  should 
discourage  the  importation  of  all  raw  materials ; 
and  now,  on  the  other,  we  are  besought,  for  the 
same  reasons,  to  encouraffe  their  importation,  and 
Qod  knows  what  we  shall  come  to  between  such 
discordant  propositions.  A  drawback  is  allowed 
on  iron  cables:  and  they  are,  very  frequently, 
used  on  board  the  vessels  that  carry  them  out,  and 
obtain  the  drawback  upon  them.  It  persons  choose 
to  rig  their  vessels  with  ropes,  upon  which  they 
have  received  the  drawbacx,  how  are  you  to  pre- 
vent it?  If  iron  cables  are  used  in  this  way,  why 
may  not  cordage  be?  Mr.  L.  thought  it  would 
furnish  ffreat  opportunities  for  fraud. 

Mr.  DicKEBSON  said  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  Senate  had,  at  the  last  session,  all  the  infor- 
mation it  could  obtain  upon  the  subject.  But  he 
now  rose  to  move  a  postponement  of  the  bill,  be- 
cause he  thought  it  ought  to  follow  the  tariff  bill, 
as  it  was  necessary  to  ascertain  what  duty  would 
be  laid  upon  hemp,  before  it  was  determined  what 
drawbacx  was  to  be  allowed  upon  the  cordage. 
If  the  tariff  was  to  be  altered,  the  amount  of  draw- 
back could  not  now  be  fixed.  He  thought  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  would 
not  risk  the  fate  of  the  bill,  in  point  of  time,  by 
waiting  till  then.  Mr.  D.  expressed  himself  in 
favor  of  the  general  system  of  allowing  drawback ; 
but  he  was  not  disposed  to  extend  it  to  manufac- 
tured articles,  the  raw  material  of  which  was  pro- 
duced in  our  own  country.  If  molasses  had  been 
produced  in  the  country  at  the  time  the  law  passed 
allowing  a  drawback  on  rum  manufactured  from 
foreign  molasses,  he  presumed  that  drawback 
would  not  have  been  allowed.  There  was  much 
less  inconvenience  in  allowing  drawback  on  arti- 
cles exported  in  their  original  state — packages  in 
bulk  could  be  easier  identified,  and  were  not  liable 
to  alteration;  and  on  articles  which  we  do  not 
produce  ourselves,  the  remission  of  the  duties  was, 
unquestionably,  beneficial.  But  as  the  discussion 
of  this  subject  would  come  in  more  properly,  after 
the  fate  of  the  tariff  bill  had  been  decided,  he 
moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  The  motion 
was,  however,  withdrawn,  to  give  way  for  further 
discussion. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  said  he  did  not  per- 
ceive any  srood  grounds  why  manufactures  of 
foreign  articles  should  be  exempted  from  the  duty 
on  the  raw  material.  He  thought  it  was  giving 
preference  to  the  manufacture  of  the  foreign  arti- 
cle, and  that  it  was  wrong,  as  a  principle  of  jus^ 
tice,  that  the  manufacturer  should  be  exempted 
from  paying  his  quota  towards  the  expenses  ox  the 
Government.    Upon  the  first  view  of  the  case,  it 
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certain Iv  appears  to  be  unjust  that  the  burden 
should  be  thrown  exclusively  upon  the  agricultu- 
ral interest.  It  may  be  that  this  trade,  in  Eng- 
land, pays  no  duty  on  the  raw  material,  and  yet 
we  may  impose  such  a  duty,  and  still  our  manu- 
facturer be  on  a  better  footing  than  the  English. 
The  manufacturing  labor  of  England  may  not  be 
taxed  in  this  way,  and  yet  there  are  so  many 
other  ways  in  which  they  are  compelled  to  pay 
taxes,  that,  though  we  are  subject  to  duty,  we 
may  be  able  to  ui^ersell  them  in  this  article.  The 
equity  and  the  liberality  of  our  laws  may  afford 
us  this  advantage.  Gentlemen  may  see  the  dan- 
ger of  great  principles  in  the  consideration  of 
small  items  which  involve  those  principles.  We 
have  a  vast  deal  of  capital  employed  in  manufac- 
turing, which  pays  little  or  nothing  towards  the 
support  of  the  Gk)vernment.  In  England  it  pays 
a  great  deal ;  that  branch  of  industry  is  relied  upon 
for  the  support  of  Government.  Our  free  and 
equal  laws  give  prosperity  to  that  species  of  labor. 
But  if  we  exempt  that  great  mass  of  labor  from 
paying  their  proportion  towards  the  support  of  the 
Government,  and  put  the  burden  upon  others,  Mr. 
T.  said,  the  result  might  be  such  as  he  had  rather 
contemplate  than  express. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  had  not 
intended  to  trespass  again  on  the  Senate  upon 
this  subject.  He  set  loo  little  value  on  his  own 
opinions  to  be  willing  to  repeat  them  even  at 
twelve  months'  distance.  He  had  taken  occasion, 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  to  express  his  sen- 
timents on  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  system 
of  drawbacks,  which,  in  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  he  considered  as  one  of  the  most  beneficial 
arrangements  which  had  ever  been  adopted  by  the 
Government.  Without  it,  importation  must  be 
narrowed  and  limited  precisely  by  the  consump- 
tion of  the  country.  Importations  might  fluctuate 
in  different  years ;  sometimes  more  and  sometimes 
less  than  was  reouired ;  but,  without  this  allow- 
ance of  drawback,  no  exportation,  of  cordage  es- 
Pjecially,  could  take  place;  and,  without  exporta- 
tion, the  importation  must  be  limited  by  the  con- 
sumption ol  the  country ;  for  no  man  would  buy 
what  he  could  not  sell,  if  his  object  was  profit. 
The  drawback  system  also  leaves  a  benefit  to  the 
revenue;  as  a  part,  though  not  a  large  one,  is 
always  restrained  from  the  duties. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Lloyd)  has  asked,  if  we  are  willing  to  give  a 
bounty  on  foreign,  instead  of  domestic  hemp;  to 
encourage  foreign  agriculture  instead  of  our  own  ? 
Mr.  L.  said,  he  was  willing  to  consider  it  as  a 
bounty;  but  it  was  a  bounty  to  our  agriculturists, 
to  our  commerce,  and  to  our  manufactures.  We 
must  pay  for  the  hemp  we  buy,  with  our  produce — 
by  its  exportation,  in  the  first  instance,  to  furnish 
funds  to  purchase  hemp — to  our  ships  to  carry  it. 
And  the  drawback  would  give  encouragement  to 
our  domestic  manufactures,  by  enabling  them  to 
go  into  markets  which  they  cannot  now  enter ;  as 
cordage,  without  the  drawback,  is  dearer  in  this 
country  than  in  any  other  in  which  it  is  manufac- 
tured. 

When  it  suited  the  purpose,  Mr.  L.  said,  we 


were  very  fond  of  quoting  the  example  of  Great 
Britain.  What  had  it  been,  generally,  with  ob- 
jects of  this  description  ?  Great  Britain  admits  the 
raw  material  free  of  cost,  in  many  instances,  and 
allows  a  bounty  on  its  exportation,  when  maDu- 
factured  at  home.  What  do  we,  in  respect  to  the 
article  of  cordage?  We  tax  the  raw  material 
heavily,  and  deny  any  bounty  on  it,  when  mana- 
factured  and  exported;  but  we  allow  a  drawback 
on  imported  cordage,  which  has  been  made  m 
Russia — thus  giving  a  bounty  to  the  Russian 
manufacturer,  and  denying  it  to  our  own. 

The  operation  of  this  measure  could  not,  as  he 
believed,  be  unfavorable  to  the  growth  of  domestic 
hemp.    We  have  imported  hemp,  under  heavv 
duties,  for  thirty  or  forty  years ;  during  which 
time,  attempts  have  been  repeatedly  made  to  su- 
persede the  use  of  it,  by  the  introduciioo  of  domes- 
tic hemp.    He  was  sorry  to  say,  that  the  experi- 
ment appeared  to  have  failed.    From  some  unfor- 
tunate circumstance,  we  could  not  cure  the  hemp 
sufficiently  well,  to  bring  it  into  general  use;  and, 
until  this  were  done,  we  must  continue  to  import 
hemp,  if  we  are  to  continue  to  have  navigatioo. 
He  doubted  if,  at  this  moment,  ten  tons  of  domes- 
tic hemp  could  be  found  in  any  city  on  the  sea- 
board of  the  United  States,  from  New  Orleans  to 
Portland.    He  hoped  that  a  drawback  would  be 
allowed,  not  only  on  cordage,  but  on  many  other 
articles  manufactared  from  foreign  materials;  as 
the  system  presented  an  evident  means,  as  he 
thought,  of  furnishing  increased  onployment  for 
our  people,  as  well  as  encouragement  to  our  agri- 
culture and  our  commerce.    Ir  it  was  thoaght  bet- 
ter to  regulate  the  details  of  the  bill,  after  a  de- 
cision was  had  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff,  he  didj 
not  know  that  there  would  be  any  objection  to  that 
course — he  did  not  propose  it,  however ;  and  hoped, 
at  anv  rate,  that  the  principle  of  the  bill  would  be 
adopAd. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lanman,  the  further  consid^ 
eration  of  the  subject  was  postponed  till  Mondaf 
next,  and  made  the  order  or  that  day. 


Tbursday,  February  12. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  tkj 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a  statemd 
of  the  contracts  made  by  the  Commissioners  o 
the  Navy  duhng  the  year  1823.  ' 

The  Presidbnt  also  communicated  a  let 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmiit 
statements  of  the  commerce  and  manufactures  I 
the  United  States,  during  the  year  ending  on 
30th  of  September,  1823 ;  and,  on  motion  of 
Lloyd,  or  Massachusetts,  six  hundred  and 
copies  thereof  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Talbot,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ji 
ciary^  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  22d  ulti 
certain  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  S 
of  Alabama,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  in  part' 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of 
Alabama  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
State  government^  and  for  the  admission  of 
State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with' 
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originil  States ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
lo  a  secood  reading. 

Mr.  Chandlsr  presented  the  petition  of  Reuben 
Colboro,  pnyring  the  payment  of  a  balance  due 
him  for  serrices  and  disborsements  during  the 
Reroluiiooajy  war;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  (be  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  IVoBLs,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  wjiom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Dean  Wey- 
moQth,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Wey- 
moath  I  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
seeoDd  reading. 

Oq  motion  by  Mr.  Noble,  Moses  Smith  had 
leare  ro  withdraw  his  petition,  presented  at  the 
first  session  of  the  Seventh  Congress. 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  a  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  re- 
qoRUpg  the  members  of  Congress  from  that  State 
to  unite  in  any  effort  that  may  be  made  to  alter 
the  tariff,  so  as  to  encourage  the  manufacturing  of 
domestic  fabrics ;  which  was  read,  and  referrea  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petiticn  of  Alfred  Moore  and  Sterling  Orgain, 
cude  a  report,  accompanied  b]^  a  bill  for  the  ben- 
efit of  Alfred  Moore  and  Sterling  Orgain,  assign- 
ees of  Morris  Linsey  ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were 
read,  aad  the  bill  pamd  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  JoHxsoN,  of  Louisiana,  asked  and  obtained 
leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  explanatory  of  an  act,  en- 
titled ^An  act  for  the  confirmation  of  certain 
Claims  to  land  in  the  western  district  of  the  State 
of  Loaisiaoa  and  the  Territory  of  Missouri," 
parsed  29th  April,  1816 ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
aiid  passed  Co  a  second  reading. 

Tbe  Seoate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
ttw  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  petition  of 
Eiieoezer  Oliver  and  others ;  and  it  was  postponed 
to.  afld  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday 
fiexL 

Tbe  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Qtiiled  ^'An  act  to  procure  the  necessary  surveys, 
plans,  and  estimates,  upon  the  subject  of  roads  and 
caatU,-'  was  read  a  second  time ;  and  referred  to 
tbe  select  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

The  bill  from  tbe  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled 'Ao  act  to  define  the  boundary  line  between 
tiie  Edwardsville  and  Springfield  land  districts, 
^  tbe  Sute  of  Illinois,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
^i  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
^^}i  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  was  taken 
upioCoounittee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Mills  sub- 
oiitted  Ills  views  upon  the  subject,  at  length  ;  and 
^ome  lemarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Johnson,  of 
A^«DtQctr,  and  Holmes,  of  Maine.  The  further 
coasideration  of  tbe  subject  was,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
•'^'Hxsc.Y,  of  Kentucky,  postponed  till  Monday, 
^^  aad  the  bill  was  made  the  order  of  that  da^. 
^  ibe  bill  *<  to  anthorize  the  laying  out  of  a  mil- 


.teana,"  was  taKen  up 

tbe  Whole.  The  amendment  proposed  some  days 
»oce,  by  Mr.  Jackbon,  to  strike  out  the  worda 


"English  Turn,"  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof, 
"John.son's  plantation,"  and  thereby  limit  the 
road  to  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
was  agreed  to ;  as,  also,  was  an  amendment,  pro- 
posed oy  the  same  member,  to  reduce  the  amount 
to  be  appropriated  for  this  object,  from  sixteen  to 
nine  thousand  dollars.  The  Dili,  as  thus  amend- 
ed, was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bills  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  confirming  the  claims  of  Peter  H. 
Hobart  and  Lewis  Judson,  and  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Charles  Pairon,  to  certain  tracts  of 
land,  were  severally  taken  up,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  stated  tbeffrounds  upon 
which  the  claims  were  founded.  The  bills  were 
then  reported  to  the  Senate,  without  amendment, 
and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  thirn 
time. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  to  purchase  one  copy  of  Lucases  Uni- 
versal Atlas,  was  again  read,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  re- 
spects the  choice  of  Representatives  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  and  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  ot  the  United  States,  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee,  and,  on  motion,  it  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Tues- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson  ; 
and  it  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs 
and  legal  representatives  of  Charles  Parent,  to 
two  tracts  of  land ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  '^An  act  authorizing  the 
lavinff  out  and  opening  certain  public  roads  in 
Florida  ;"  and  it  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Johnson ;  and  it  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  oy  Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  extending  the  terms  of 
pensions,  granted  to  persons  disabled,  and  to  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  have  been 
slain,  or  who  have  died  in  consequence  of  wounds, 
or  casualties,  received  while  in  the  line  of  duty, 
on  board  the  private  armed  shins  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  late  war ;  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

And,  on  motion,  the  Seoate  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow.      ^ 
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Friday,  Febraaiy  13. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Drayton,  and  others,  a  committee  appointed  by 
the  citizens  of  Charleston  and  its  vicinity,  setting 
forth  the  injustice  that  would  result  to  the  agri- 
culture and  commerce  of  South  Carolina,  from 
an  increase  of  duties  on  imported  articles,  and 
remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  the  bill,  now 
before  Congress,  on  that  subject.  The  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  J.  F.  Bertrand,  and  others,  aliens,  residing 
in  Louisiana,  praying  certain  modifications  of  the 
Jaws  respecting  naturalization ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciarv. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition  of  James  Ore, 
stating  that  he  is  the  head  of  an  Indian  family  in 
Alabama,  and  that,  by  the  treaty  with  the  Chero- 
kee nation,  a  life  estate  in  a  portion  of  land  was 
ffranled  to  him,  with  a  reversion  in  fee  simple  to 
Sis  children,  upon  condition  that  he  reside  thereon 
during  life,  and  from  which  condition  he  prays  to 
be  released.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition  of  Holden 
W.  Prout,  administrator  of  Joshua  W.  Prout, 
stating  that  the  deceased  held  a  number  of  dischargees 
of  soldiers,  with  powers  of  attorney  to  receive 
their  pay,  which  the  administrator  cannot  obtain 
without  the  aid  of  a  law  in  his  favor ;  and  pray- 
ing relief.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Militar^r  Afiairs. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that, 
on  Monday  next,  he  would  ask  leave  to  brin^^  in 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  adjust- 
ing the  claims  to  land,  and  establishing  land  offi- 
ces, in  the  district  east  of  the  Island  of  New  Or- 
leands,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Indiana,  viz : 

*'  "Whereas  the  further  extioguishment  of  Indian 
title  to  lands  within  the  State  of  Indiana,  would  great- 
ly facilitate  the  intercourse  of  the  whole  Western 
country  with  the  Eastern  and  Middle  Sutea,  increase 
in  a  great  degree  the  population  of  the  Northern  eec- 
tion  of  this  State,  tend  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
our  rivers  in  the  interior,  and  farther  the  grand  ob- 
ject of  effiicting  a  canal  communication  between  the 
waters  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Lakes : 

**  Resolved,  That  our  Senators  be  instnicted,  and 
our  Repreaentatives  in  Congress  requested,  to  use  their 
beat  exertions  to  procure  an  appropriation  by  Congreas 
for  the  purpose  of  eflecting  thia  oesinible  object,  and 
in  all  respects  to  promote  the  object  of  this  resolution. 

**  Hewlved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  at 
as  early  a  period  as  possible,  forward  to  our  Senators 
and  Repreaentativea  in  Congrev,  a  copy  of  the  fore- 
going preamble  and  resolution,  accompanied  with  a 
request  that  the  same  be  laid  before  Congreas  for  their 
consideration.'' 

Which  preamble  and  resolutions  were  read,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Babton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 


"An  act  to  define  the  boundary  line  between  the 
Edwardsville  and  Springfield  land  districts,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  RnooLES,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  Conrad  Ten  Eyck ;  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relatioos. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barton,  the  petition  of  Joha 
Forbes  db  Co.,  and  of  John  McAllister,  were  ser- 
erallv  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lanos,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  author- 
izing either  John  Forbes  d&  Co.,  or  John  McAl- 
lister, to  institute  a  suit  in  the  District  Court  of 
the  United  States,  at  Mobile,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  who  has  the  best  right  to  hold  ihe 
land  in  question,  and  to  release  to  the  party  who 
may  ultimately  succeed,  whatever  right  the  Uni- 
ted States  may  have  in  the  said  land. 

Mr.  Talbot  submitted  the  following  motioD 
for  consideration : 

Re$olvedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciarj  be 
instnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  modi- 
fying and  changing  the  35th  section  of  the  Jodiciaij 
act  of  1789,  as  to  authorize  the  removal  of  the  cauM 
therein  provided  for,  by  either  of  the  parties,  bcfon 
trial  from  the  State  court,  in  which  any  such  case  mi} 
be  pending,  to  the  court  of  the  United  States  of  origi< 
nal  jurisdiction  in  like  cases,  for  final  trial  and  adjQ 
dicatioD,  instead  of  the  appeal,  or  writ  of  error,  whici 
is  allowed  by  the  prorisiona  of  the  said  act,  to  be  takel 
for  the  reversal  of  the  judgment,  or  decree,  of  thi 
highest  court  of  law  of  the  State  in  whic^  suit  ma) 
have  been  pending,  by  the  Supreme  Conrt  of  the  Uoi 
ted  States. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uoi' 
ted  States  to  cause  to  be  made  a  military  roa< 
from  Fort.  St.  Philips,  on  the  river  Mississippi,  ti 
the  English  Turn,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  defeoci 
of  New  Orleans,  was  reed  the  third  time,  and  th> 
title  amended,  to  read.  '*  An  act  to  authorize  ib 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  mad 
a  military  road,  from  a  point  opposite  to  Fort  St 
Philip,  on  the  river  Mississippi,  to  JohosloDl 
Plantation,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  defence  of  Nei 
Orleans." — The  bill  was  then  passed. 

The  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  Peter  H.  H( 
bart  and  Lewis  Judson  to  a  tract  of  land,  was  k$ 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  extendmg  the  term  of  pensions  grtntf 
to  persons  disabled,  and  to  the  widows  and  orpbal 
of  those  who  have  been  slain,  or  who  have  di^ 
in  consequence  of  wounds,  or  casualties,  receir< 
while  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  on  board  the  pi 
vate  armed  ships  of  the  United  States,  during  t] 
late  war,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  purchase  of 
copy  of  Lucas's  Atlas,  was  read  the  third  tin 
and  passed. 

The  bill  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  act,  entitled  *^i 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama  Territt 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  i 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Unij 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States;  t 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth :  the  bill ! 
the  benefit  of  Alfred  Moore  and  Sterling  Orga 
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iMgoees  of  Morris  Liosej ;  and  the  bill  explan- 
atory of  iQ  act,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  confirma- 
don  of  certun  claims  to  land  in  the  western  dis- 
trict of  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  the  Territory 
of  Mlssoori,"  passed  29th  April,  1816,  were  seve- 
rally r«ad  the  second  time ;  and,  on  motion,  the 
Isst-meadoocd  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
OD  Poblic  Lands. 

Tlw  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whoje,  die  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson ; 
aod  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tacky,  and  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
for  the  relief  of  James  Johnson,  was  taken  up  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  bill  authorizes 
Mr.  Johnson,  who  was  a  paymaster  in  Colonel 
Johfison's  mounted  regiment  of  volunteers  during 
the  late  war,  to  be  edited  on  the  books  of  the 
Tieasarr,  with  $4,902  75,  being  a  balance  he  now 
itands  charged  with,  constitute  by  the  payment 
of  a  greater  sum,  for  rations  and  forage,  than  was 
wamated  by  the  law  of  1795. 

T&e  report  of  the  committee  having  been  read, 
Mr.  BASBOua,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Kino,  of  New 
York,  who  requested  information  on  the  subject, 
oade  a  statement  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  the 
claim.  And,  after  some  further  remarks  upon  it, 
bv  other  members,  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kino, 
ot  New  York,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
minee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  releasing  a  certain 
tracioflajMito  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives 
of  John  Forbes;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  recom- 
Ditted  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
ntitee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
repeal,  is  part,  an  act,  entitled  'An  ^ct  to  lessen 
the  compensation  for  marshals,  clerks,  and  attor- 
^p^  m  the  eases  therein  mentioned,"  together 
vith  the  amendment  reported  thereto  hy  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
<*dQed  to  lie  on  the  uue. 

The  hill  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
Walter  S.  Chandler,  was  taken  up  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  This  bill  merely  provides,  that 
ptpDcnt  dull  be  made  for  certain  certificates  of 
st(^k  dettroyed  by  fire,  upon  the  petitioner  giving 
>||fficient  aeetrity  that  the  same  will  not  again 
he  demanded.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Sen- 
>^  aadpiaed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  hill  fiom  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
^  ^  repiesentatives  of  John  Michael,  was 
^  op  for  consideration.  This  bill  merely  au- 
«cnie$  the  SecreUry  of  State  to  deliver  up  to  these 
cUiottats  1  certain  certificate  of  the  New  Eng- 
i«nd  Miaiaaippi  Land  Company.  Mr.  Elliott 
^^  the  grounds  of  the  claim.    The  bill  was 

''P^  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  a  third 

readiii^. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
aiwee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
*^^!  of  public  money  in  the  bands  of  clerks 
01  coQfts,  attorneys,  and  marshals,  and  their  dep- 
Qtie ;  aad,  on  motion,  it  was  postponed  to,  and 
ttade  the  oider  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
ISth  Coa.  Ist  SB9fl^9 


mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  regulate  the  sur- 
veying of  the  public  and  private  lands  in  the 
southern  part  of  Alabama ;  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 


Monday,  February  16. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine^  presented  the  petition 
of  James  B.  Fiske,  and  others,  merchants,  residing 
on  Penobscot  river,  praying  that  that  part  of  the 
shores  of  said  river,  above  Orphan  Island,  may  be 
made  a  collection  district,  with  Frankfort  as  the 
port  of  entry ;  and  Bucksport,  Bangor,  and  Hamp- 
den, as  ports  of  delivery ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition 
of  Moses  Atkinson,  and  others,  praying  to  be  re- 
munerated for  losses  sustained  while  in  the  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiisiirs. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  a  com- 
mittee appointed  on  behalf  of  the  volunteer  corps 
of  Carlisle  Artillery,  praying  that  the  company 
may  be  received  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  term  of  one  year,  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  themselves  in  military  science;  wnich 
was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the 
petition  of  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  others ;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  it  was  postponed  to 
Wednesday  next,  and  the  documents  accompany- 
ing the  petition  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  I  be  Senate. 

The  Senate  preceded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  13th  instant,  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  modi- 
fying the  judiciary  act ;  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer ;  and  it  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  S.  Chandler, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  title  amended, 
to  read,  *^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Walter  S. 
Chandler  and  Samuel  Ward."  The  bill  was  then 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  John  Michael,  deceased," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

IMPRIdOniMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  he  rose 
with  some  confidence,  created  by  the  intrinsic 
merit  of  the  subject,  and  not  from  any  conviction 
of  talent  in  himself  for  public  speaking.  Is  it  ex- 
pedient, said  he,  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  ? 
This  is  the  question.  I  am  in  favor  of  a  total  ab- 
olition, without  anv  conditions,  either  previous  or 
subsequent.  I  wisn  it  distinctly  understood  that 
I  am  willing  that  the  remedy  against  the  property 
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of  the  debtor  should  be  extended  as  far  as  any 
reasonable  man  can  require.  But  to  allow  the 
body  of  a  citizen,  under  any  circumstances,  to  be 
imprisoned  at  the  discretion  of  his  equal,  in  any 
civil  action,  of  whatever  description,  I  consider  a 
most  flagrant  violation  of  personal  liberty.  If,  in 
the  private  transactions  of  mdividuals,  any  of  the 
parties  shall  demean  themselves  in  such  manner 
as  to  incur  the  charge  of  criminality,  let  such  con- 
duct be  considered  penal.  Give  to  the  injured 
citizen  his  remedy  in  the  property  of  the  aggres- 
sor. Let  the  Government  arraign  the  criminal, 
and  in  the  establishment  of  his  ffuilt,  let  punish- 
ment, proportioned  to  the  crime,  be  inflicted.  In 
case  of  assault  and  battery  and  breach  of  the 
peace,  the  injured  party  has  his  remedy  for  the 
damaffe  which  he  has  sustained.  His  lien  should 
be  solely  against  the  property  of  the  offender. 
But,  for  disturbing  the  harmony  of  society,  the 
offender  is  properly  subject  to  a  criminal  prosecu- 
tion, and  fine  and  imprisonment  are  his  just  desert 
Here  the  line  of  separation  between  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  criminal  and  civil  code  is  maintained, 
as  it  should  exist  in  all  other  cases.  In  case  of  a 
fraudulent  suppression  of  truth,  or  the  suggestion 
of  a  falsehood  in  private  transactions,  give  the 
injured  party  reparation  for  the  civil  injury,  and 
define  fraud  as  you  have  felony — make  it  a  part 
of  the  criminal  code,  and  when,  upon  the  solem- 
nities of  a  Constitutional  trial,  guilt  is  detected, 
punish  it  as  it  deserves ;  humanity  will  not  revolt 
at  the  proceeding — rectitude  will  rejoice.  The 
line  of  jurisdiction  between  the  civil  and  criminal 
code  should  be  fairly  drawn  in  every  case. 

In  a  country  free  as  ours,  civil  injury  and  crime 
should  never  be  confounded.  Punishment  is  a 
retribution  for  offence,  and  is  solely  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  sovereign  power  of  the  State.  Civil 
injury  is  repaired  by  pecuniary  satisfaction,  and 
this  the  injured  person  has  a  right  to  claim. 

But  the  moment  ^ou  clothe  one  citizen  with 
the  power  of  depriving  another  of  his  personal 
liberty,  whether  for  debt  or  for  any  other  cause, 
where  the  State  is  no  party  in  the  suit,  you  estab- 
lish a  petty  tyranny  in  the  land,  more  extensive, 
more  odious,  more  despotic  and  destructive,  than 
the  feudal  system. 

Let  it  also  be  recollected,  that,  to  punish  an  in- 
dividual for  an  alleged  offence,  wnich  has  not 
been  defined,  by  law,  previous  to  its  commission, 
is  a  violation  of  the  most  sacred  rights  of  free- 
dom. 

And  where  it  is  impracticable  to  define  viola- 
tions of  the  moral  laws,  so  as  to  make  them  a 
part  of  the  penal  code,  lest  too  much  discretionary 
power  should  be  confided  to  our  courts  to  attempt 
the  infliction  of  punishment,  must  be  dangerous 
in  the  extreme.  It  is  upon  this  principle  that 
many  violations  of  the  moral  law  escape  legal 
chastisement.  The  father  who  neglects  to  ad- 
Tance  his  son  in  virtuous  and  intellectual  improve- 
ment, when  both  are  within  his  power,  who  des- 
tines his  ill-fated  offspring  to  servile  employment, 
until  the  age  of  political  and  legal  independence 
emancipate  him  is  not  liable  to  the  law,  although 
the  sentiment  of  all  around  him,  condemns  and 


abhors  his  sordid  career.  The  son,  who  in  tbe 
declining  years  of  his  father,  has  become  pos- 
sessed of  his  whole  property,  upon  the  UDderstand- 
ing  that  the  father  shall  be  cherished  and  sup- 
ported with  filial  tenderness  and  assiduity,  aod 
who  yet  abandons  his  hoary  locks  and  woewom 
features  to  poverty  and  wretchedness,  is  not  ob- 
noxious to  tne  law,  though  he  merits  and  possesses 
the  reprobation  of  mankind ;  is  disgraced  in  the 
estimation  of  the  honorable  and  virtuous,  aod  is 
a  foul  transgressor  in  the  presence  of  his  Creator. 
Why  do  these  gross  violations  of  every  thing  sa- 
cred in  paternal  affection  and  filial  doty,  pass 
without  legal  avengement  ?  It  is  because  the 
power  of  punishing  would  be  liable  to  abuse;  be- 
cause it  might,  in  some  cases,  endanger  the  lib- 
erty of  the  citizen.  We  therefore  content  ooi- 
selves  with  leaving  these  violations  of  nature  and 
justice  to  the  reprehensions  of  public  sentiment 
Christianity  enjoins  upon  us  the  duty  of  benera 
lence  and  charity  towards  all  mankind ;  yet,  who 
ever  seriously  regarded  such  an  injunction  as : 
proper  subject  for  public  legislation?  It  is  upoi 
principles  such  as  I  have  mentioned,  that  I  wouli 
abolisn  imprisonment  for  debt  in  every  possibl 
form. 

Communicate  and  confirm  this  power,  and  yoi 
place  an  innocent  and  unfortunate  debtor  oo  th 
same  ground  with  the  most  abandoned  swindler 
the  line  of  demarcation  between  ri^hl  and  wroof 
innocence  and  guilt,  completely  vanishes.  In  vindi 
cation  of  the  cruel  system  which  it  is  my  wish  t 
expose,  we  are  told  that  its  evils  are  exaggeratej 
and  that  the  moral  sense  of  the  community  wi 
shield  the  unfortunate  from  oppression.  But  wb 
sees  not  that  this  very  apology,  while  it  hoDOi 
the  public  feeling,  pours  disgrace  upon  the  lav 
To  ascertain  the  real  character  of  this  system,  ^ 
must  trace  the  consequences  that  would  follow  i 
rigid  execution.  I  asK,  then,  what  number  of  ii 
dividuals  in  the  United  States  can  be  made  su 
jects  of  imprisonment  for  debt?  I  answer,  i 
who  could  not  punctually  discharge  the  deman 
against  them,  including  the  wives  and  childre 
and  others  dependent  on  this  class  of  the  comm 
nity.  I  presume  it  would  not  embrace  fewer  thi 
a  million  of  souls.  Shall  such  a  body  of  freemi 
be  degraded  by  caprice,  or  ruined  by  malignit] 
If  such  be  the  case,  at  a  period  in  our  histoi 
when  only  forty-seven  summers  have  beamed  up 
our  independence,  and  our  population  amouoti 
to  ten  millions,  what  must  be  our  condition  wb 
our  population  shall  amount  to  fifty  millioii 
When  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Boston,  Bal 
more,  Charleston^  New  Orleans,  and  others  of  < 
cities,  shall  be  animated  with  the  busy  pursuits 
a  million  in  each,  what  will  be  our  condition  I 
der  this  barbarous  system  ?  Imagination  shudd 
while  she  anticipates  the  result ;  and  virtue, 
nevolence,  and  justice,  weep  and  frown.  But 
has  been  said  that  the  evils  have  been  ezag| 
ated ;  few  instances  of  rigorous  oppression  oc 
in  our  courts  of  judicature.  Admit,  for  a  mom* 
that  this  is  the  fact ;  does  this  forbid  our  invc 
gation  of  existing  evil  principles  7  Allow  mi 
suppose  that  a  solitary  individual  has  fallen,  c 
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liable  to  fall,  a  victim  to  the  unjast  laws  of  his 
country.  Is  his  affliction  to  be  disregarded  ?    Such 
IS  Dot  the  constitution  of  Heaven,  whose  model 
wecaDoerer  too  much  imitate  and  accurately 
adopt  No  consideration  is  too  minute  for  the 
condescefision  and  superintendence  and  concern  of 
oar  Heavenly  Father.    By  him  the  hairs  of  our 
head  are  all  numbered.    Even  the  flight  of  spar- 
loirs,  though  two  of  them  be  but  of  the  value  of 
a  farthing,  dude  not  his  providential  observance. 
/  ask;  io  language  derived  from  superhuman  au- 
thority, is  not  man  of  more  value  than  many 
sparrows?    It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  we  under- 
value the  solemn  duties  of  legislation.    By  the 
suSrages  of  the  people,  a  power  is  invested  m  us 
superior  to  every  thing  which  has  immortalized 
the  stern  Lycurgus  and  the  yielding  Solon ;  to 
exert  that  power  is  a  duty  which  the  people  rea- 
soaably  expect,  and  which  every  generous  and 
ealighteQed  sentiment  of  the  heart  inculcates.    I 
hare  before  me  record  evidence  of  the  evils  of  im- 
prisoniog  debtors,  which  would  chill  the  blood  of 
mj  feeling  man.     It  might  turn  a  Nero  pale  and 
make  a  Caligula  shudder.    Why  do  any  of  us 
question  the  enormity  of  the  practice  which  we 
are  compelled  to  condemn  ?    Because  we  are  re- 
moved from  the  scenes  of  misery.     Had  we  a 
Howard,  that  illustrious  measurer  and  reliever  of 
bumaa  calamity,  among  us,  though  he  should 
po^  the  disposition,  time  would  fail  him  to 
visit  Qtir  abodes  of  authorized  misery.    An  au- 
thentic account  of  the  horrors  of  the  Spanish 
loquisitioo,  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  years,  has 
recently  been  published ;  during  that  period  thirty- 
one  tboasand  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  persons 
hive  been  burned  alive  without  offence ;  eighteen 
ibonsand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine  have  been 
degraded  and  burnt  in  effigy ;  two  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  two  hundred  and  fourteen  have 
^  condemned  to  perpetual  imprisonment,  or  to 
the  infamous  galleys  of  this  holy  association,  con- 
ititming  the  number  of  three  hundred  and  forty 
;hoQsand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-one.    These 
savage  cruelties   were   confined   to   Old   Spain. 
They  embrace  not  her  vast  possessions  in  South 
America  and  other  parts  of  our  globe.    What 
eloquence  can  portray  the  silent  agony,  the  burst- 
<og  groans  of  the  victims  of  this  heart-rending 
cruelly!   The   Spanish    nation    generally  were 
probably  ignorant  of  these  barbarous  measures, 
tnd  no  doubt  would  have  denied  their  existence ; 
u^  those  who  deny  the  evils  of  imprisonment  for 
^  the  Spaniards  knew  nothing  or  little  of  this 
^^^t  of  suffering.    Occasionally  a  near  and  af- 
f^iumaie  relative  may  have  had  some  obscure 
^«  of  this  horrid  persecution.    The  watchful 
anxiety  of  some  kindred  s[)irit  may  have  heard 
the  QoaTailing  sigh,  the  expiring  pang  of  the  ago- 
nized victim ;  but  these  were  lost  m  the  tumult  of 
ihe  world,  or  if  remembered,  remembered  only  to 
he  forgotten.    In  a  manner  analogous  to  this  the 
d^^i  suffers  the  evils  of  imprisonment  in  these 
tnited  States.     We  accustom  ourselves  to  that 
JF^ittof  apathy,  which,  having  ears,  hears  not. 
The  teai  of  desolation  drops  unobserved,  and  the 
visions  of  calamity  pass  away  like  a  dream.    The 


decision  of  a  court  of  justice  deposites  the  body  of 
a  patriot  in  the  gloom  of  a  jail,  merely  for  the  sin 
of  having  been  unfortunate,  and  of  all  his  animat- 
ing hopes  leaves  not  a  wreck  behind.  Few  are 
acquainted  with  his  misfortunes;  still  fewer  shed 
the  generous  tear  of  sympathy.  Taught  to  ven- 
erate the  decisions  of  the  judiciary,  and  the  offi- 
cers of  justice,  the  hearts  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
not  more  worthy  than  himself,  welcome  the  hard- 
ness of  the  nether  mill-stone  and  the  adamant. 
In  this  way  the  march  of  tyranny  is  usually  silent, 
but  always  desolating. 

Let  Congress  violate  the  richts  of  an  individual, 
however  obscure,  what  would  be  the  consequence 7 
The  thunder  of  loud  and  generous  indignation 
would  roar  from  the  rocks  of  Maine  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico ;  from  the  blue  wave  of  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific  ocean.  No  man  could  be  strong 
enough  in  the  afiections  of  the  people  to  sustain 
himself  against  a  solitary  instance  of  individual 
oppression.  But,  let  the  vindictive  creditor  con- 
sign to  the  cell  his  unfortunate  debtor.  Let  him 
demand  manacles  and  fetters;  let  him  permit  life 
to  linger  on  hardened  bread  and  noxious  water, 
and  all  is  well;  the  law  justifies  the  procedure; 
he  may  triumph  in  the  power  which  he  exercises, 
and  glory  in  the  idea  that  the  public  law  stands  a 
silent,  perhaps  a  smiling  spectator  of  the  scene.  I 
console  myself  with  believing  that  this  nation  can 
feel  for  human  misery,  estimate  correctly  the  value 
of  freedom,  and  will  ultimately  select  proper  in- 
struments for  its  destruction.  In  the  town  of 
Boston,  consisting  of  a  population  of  fifty  thou- 
sand souls,  from  a  report  furnished  me  by  a  re- 
spectable society  in  that  city,  I  have  the  affliction 
to  learn  that,  during  the  year  1820,  fourteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  persons  were  imprisoned  for 
debt;  in  the  year  1821,  twelve  hundred  and  eighty- 
one;  and  in  the  three  quarters  of  the  year  18^, 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-nine  persons,  citizens  oi 
our  Union — four  hundred  and  thirty  of  these  in- 
carcerated victims  were  females !  The  whole  num- 
ber imprisoned  during  this  period  amounted  to 
three  tnousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-two; 
among  these,  two  thousand  and  eighty-four  per- 
sons  were  hurried  into  prison  for  debts  under 
twenty  dollars.  The  aggregate  costs  of  these 
small  debts  exceeded  the  amount  of  the  debts 
themselves. 

I  have  read  with  much  interest  some  of  the  re- 
ports of  the  commissioners  who  were  appointed, 
at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts, to  visit  the  various  prisons  in  the  State,  for 
the  humane  purpose  of  ascertaining  their  condi- 
tion, of  learning  whether  the  state  of  the  sufferers 
could  be  rendered  more  correspondent  with  the 
wish  of  humanity.  I  have  not  seen  a  consolidated 
report  of  this  subject ;  but,  from  reading  detached 
parts  in  the  Boston  papers,  I  have  observed  that 
debtors  were  confined  in  almost  every  prison. 
Males  and  females,  in  one  instance,  imprisoned  in 
the  same  i-oom.  In  one  of  the  jails  the  felon  and 
debtor  were  confined  in  the  same  room ;  and,  in 
another,  the  debtors  enjoyed  one  comfortable  meal 
in  the  twenty-four  hours. 

I  am  giving  facts  relative  to  one  of  the  States 
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of  this  Union ;  a  8tate  distinguished  for  patriot- 
ism; a  State  where  the  arts  and  sciences  are 
flourishing;  a  State  remarkable  for  moral  im- 

Erorements  and  for  piety ;  a  State,  in  fine,  that 
as  been  justly  denominated  the  Cradle  of  the 
Revolution. 

But  for  the  benevolence  of  a  society  in  Boston, 
and  the  humane  act  of  the  Legislature,  these  dis- 
closures would  never  have  been  made,  or,  if  made, 
would  have  been  pronounced  incredible.  I  men- 
tion not  these  facts  with  a  view  of  casting  the 
least  reproach  upon  the  ^ood  people  of  Massachu- 
setts, rfo,  sir,  the  operation  ot  this  system  is  every 
where  the  same,  in  the  United  States  and  in 
Europe.  During  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
record  evidence  of  the  same  system  was  offered  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  result  was  the 
same.  The  prison  was  alwajrs  crowded  with 
debtors,  and,  although  peculiar  circumstsnces  may 
sometimes  produce  a  temporary  relaxation  of  the 
severity  of  the  system,  vet,  so  long  as  confinement 
for  a  pecuniary  demana  is  legalized,  so  long  will 
your  strongholds  of  inhumanity  be  crowded  with 
the  children  of  misfortune  and  anguish ;  the  Gor- 
gon of  misery  will  continue  to  grow  with  the 
march  of  time,  and  with  the  swell  of  population. 
Trust  no  man,  sir,  with  arbitrary  power.  If  you 
do,  were  he  an  angel,  he  would  sink  himself  into 
a  fiend.  The  respectable  and  generous  society  in 
Boston,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  declares  that  the 
incarceration  of  these  three  thousand  four  hundred 
and  ninety  persons  involved  about  ten  thousand  in 
the  deepest  sorrow.  Here  is  nothing  like  exagger- 
ation. The  calculation  will  be  sustained  in  the 
mind  of  ever^  man  who  permits  his  reflections  to 
trace  the  ramifications  of  society,  including  wife, 
children,  and  friends.  Assuminc;  this  view  as  the 
clue  for  our  calculation,  every  liberal  principle  of 
the  heart  becomes  paralyzed  while  it  unavoidably 
beholds  the  multitudes  ot  free  citizens  of  our  Union 
who  have  bedewed  their  pillows  with  the  tears  of 
affliction.  How  many  have  been  injured  and  de- 
graded by  this  barbarous  custom  since  the  termi- 
nation or  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain ! 

The  debtor,  sunk  beneath  the  elevation  of  man, 
may  in  vain  utter  his  importunate  request — have 

gatience  with  me,  and  I  will  pay  thee  all.  Had 
e  been  permitted  to  have  pursued  his  avocations, 
by  industry,  frugality,  and  the  blessings  of  Heaven, 
he  would  have  emerged  from  his  wretchedness ; 
he  might  ultimately  have  discharged  every  right- 
eous demand,  and  have  terminated  the  career  of 
life  with  credit  and  honor.  But,  no,  sir,  while 
the  humane  creditor  would  willingly  indulge, 
avarice  marches  forward  as  unfeeling  as  malig- 
nity, grasps  after  all,  and  delivers  him  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  law,  who  confine  him  to  prison,  and 
complete  his  ruin.  Still,  sir,  we  believe  the  evils 
exaggerated.  I  have  been  taught  to  believe  that 
morality  was  the  basis  of  legislation,  and  that 
fearful  denunciations  are  uttered  against  sins  of 
omission  as  well  as  sfns  of  commission.  It  is  a 
solemn  dutv  to  reflect  upoii  our  accountability  to 
God,  as  well  as  to  our  constituents.  I.  recollect 
that  Azariah,  a  king  of  Judah,  is  said  to  have 
done  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the 


Lord,  according  to  all  that  his  fathers  had  done. 
But  the  high  places  were  not  removed;  the  people 
sacrificed  and  burnt  incense  upon  the  high  places. 
The  angry  majesty  of  Heaven  smote  the  King,  so 
that  he  was  a  leper  unto  the  day  of  his  death. 
We  have  reason  to  rejoice  in  the  blessings  pur- 
chased with  the  blood  of  our  fathers.  Let  us  be 
grateful  for  their  transmission;  let  us  preserve 
them  inviolate.  Liberty  of  conscience,  liberty  of  ! 
speech,  liberty  of  the  press,  trial  by  jury,  the  r^bt 
of  {>ersonal  liberty,  and  personal  security— these 
are  inestimable  immunities. 

But  let  not  their  brightness  dazzle  us.  Let  us 
walk  in  these  charming  paths.  But  let  os  ask 
ourselves  if  there  is  nothing  left  for  us  to  do?  Are 
there  no  high  places  undemolished  1  No  sacrifice, 
no  incense  to  Moloch  unsuppressed  ? 

We  should  not  forget  the  animating,  the  expir- 
ing accents  of  a  prophet.    He  that  ruleth  orer 
men  must  be  just,  ruling  in  the  fear  of  God :  And 
he  shall  be  as  the  light  of  the  morning,  when  the 
sun  riseth ;   even  as  a  morning  without  clouds. 
We  are  indebted  to  our  Anglo  Saxon  ancestors. 
more  than  to  any  other  nation  or  people  on  earth, 
for  the  assertion  of  liberty,  and  for  the  vital  prin- 
ciples of  representative  Government.    Talk  not 
ol  the  sanction  of  antiquity,  of  the  veneration  due 
to  former  times,  when  you  deliver  to  the  custody 
of  the  law  a  poor  unfortunate  debtor.    Antiquii^ 
is  against  the  measure,  as  far  as  respects  our  an- 
cestors.   Look  into  English  history,  you  will  dis- 
cover that  the  practice,  which  charity  condemns, 
was  introduced  by  judicial  countenance  and  usur- 
pation.    At  the  period  of  the  overthrow  of  the 
Saxon  Heptarchy  by  Egbert,  first  King  of  Eng- 
land, such  profound  respect  was  entertaioed  for 
the  personal  liberty  of  the  citizen,  that  no  man 
could  suflfer  imprisonment  in  civil  actions,  and  in 
no  case,  except  foe  offences  against  the  penal  code. 
In  all  cases  of  arrests  the  peace  of  the  kingdom 
must  have  been  disturbed  by  violence  and  out- 1 
rage.    Such  was  the  undisgraced,  the  happy  con- 
dition of  society,  in  this  respect',  for  many  cen- 
turies. 

This  liberty  was  confirmed  by  the  wise  admin- 
istration and  publio  institutions  of  the  illustrious! 
Alfred.  In  process  of  time,  however,  while  the 
kingdom  was  harassed  by  Danish  invasions,  and 
the  eruptions  of  other  Northern  Powers,  creditots^j 
and  the  mercenary  officers  of  the  courts  of  judi-i 
cature  of  that  day,  contrived  to  induce  the  jud^! 
to  issue  such  civil  process  as  to  subject  the  debtor 
in  civil  actions,  to  imprisonment.  This  was  th« 
first  step  towards  the  introduction  of  a  systeol 
which  has  extended  its  baleful  influence  to  ever^ 
civil  transaction,  whether  accompanied  with  forc^ 
or  fraud,  or  exempt  from  the  imputation  of  either 
Then  were  those  legal  chains  begun  to  be  forge^ 
which  have  compressed  the  withered  limbs  of  th^ 
unhappy  debtor.  Until  the  Norman  conques^ 
this  jealousy  for  personal  liberty  beat  strong  i^ 
every  bosom.  William  the  Conqueror  introduce! 
the  tyranny  of  the  feudal  system,  and  labored  t\ 
toll  a  curfew  that  should  put  out  all  the  fires  c 
personal  independence.  He  depressed  the  cofl 
quered  Saxons,  and  elevated  his  Norman  follow 
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ns  by  girtng  them  large  landed  estates  and  ex- 
teosire  political  power. 

It  was  aot,  however,  until  the  long  rei^n  of 
Henry  IlL  that  Parliament  formally  established 
the  system  of  imprisonment  in  civil  cases.    And 
what  WIS  the  object  of  this  first  statute?  what 
the  eiteotof  the  principle?    It  was  first  estab^ 
lished  io  fsvor  of  the  Barons  alone,  affainst  the 
baiii§  or  receivers  of  their  rents,     who  were 
\hest  BaroDs  ?  They  constituted  the  entire  nobil- 
itr,  the  landed  aristocracy  of  the  kingdom.   They 
coDstitQted  one  powerful  branch  of  the  National 
Legtslsture.    Tney  "were  the  House  of  Lords. 
The  law  was  at  first  limited  and  guarded.    A 
bailiff  coald  not  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  law 
Qoless  he  had  not  only  received  money,  but  had 
absconded,  and  had  refused  to  account  for  or 
bqoidate  the  amount  in  his  possession,  by  a  reffu- 
iar  seulement.    If  this  were  done,  whether  able 
u)  pav  fttUy  or  not,  his  body  was  held  sacred  and 
ills  liberty  secure.    If  the  railifis  or  collectors  had 
real  estate,  however  small,  upon  which  the  pro- 
cess o(  attachment  could  operate,  his  body  could 
not  be  arrested  for  a  moment;  a  violation  of  his 
gersoDal  independence  would  have  subjected  a 
Baron  to  heavy  damages.    Ultimately,  however, 
ibe  Court  and  Barons,  and  the  (Officers  of  the 
Jaw  prerailed,  and  the  body  was  made  liable  to 
uQcondUioDal  imprisonment  and  chains.    Here, 
sir.  isaoother  proof,  if  evidence  were  at  all  want- 
ing, of  the  superior  power  of  wealth  and  political 
pn ril^  orer  poverty  and  misfortu ne.     The  court 
and  the  creditors  found  their  account  in  the  harsh- 
^  measures.    They  found  that,  by  extreme  rigor, 
tAoqfb  one  party  was  ruined,  theirs  was  the  pro- 
&L  By  slow  degrees,  this  system  continued  to 
adrance.   In  the  succeeding  reign  of  Edward  I. 
this  principle  was  extended  to  merchants  against 
\heit  debtors,  for  the  purpose  of  elevating  them 
m  society,  and,  by  such  elevation,  counteracting, 
;q  some  degree,  the  influence  of  the  Barons,  which 
iiad  become  dangerous  and  alarming ;  so  much 
'^  that  it  held  monarchy  itself  in  check,  and  even 
^leatened  the  destruction  of  regal  power.    In 
tbe  teign  of  Edward  III.  this  horrid  system  was 
enlar^d  so  as  to  embrace  actions  in  ffeneral  of 
debt  and  detinoe.    One  hundred  and  fifty  years 
after,  nsder  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.,  the  circle 
▼as  completed.    Violence  and  disaster,  breach  of 
trtbt  and  sheer  misfortune,  were  crimes,  in  the 
^nation  of  the  law,  of  equal  enormity.    Dur- 
'^1  the  straggle  for  power  on  the  part  of  the  court 
ladibe  creditors,  let  it  be  recollected  that  bail 
^^  ootallowed,  even  upon  mesne  process.  Wi th- 
p^tpierioQs  notice  by  summons,  tne  capias  being 
i^^is  the  first  step  in  an  action,  the  debtor  was 
^«a  ato  immediate  custody,  and  committed  to 
close  jail,  without  the  means  of  making  terms 
^tih  kit  creditor,  or  employing  any  exertions  to 
^«et  the  Bura  demanded.    In  the  power  of.  his 
cndhor,  a  mere  equal  with  himself,  seized  by  the 
^"^be  was  doomed  to  the  most  cruel  bond- 
^]e»  aadihe  most  exorbitant  exactions. 

^his  ttiQrped  power  was  employed  with  so 
much  aboBiinable  rigor,  and  to  such  a  shameful 
«t«t,  that  the  prisons  were  literally  crowded. 


I      In  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  bail  was  permitted 
on  mesne  process.    It  was  thus  allowed  at  the 
commencement  of  a  suit  until  judgment  was  ob- 
tained.   Then  the  poor  debtor  might  be  confined 
j  for  life.    It  was  in  the  power,  and  was  frequently 
I  the  practice,  of  his  adversary,  to  pronounce  the 
!  sentence,  as  his  victim  entered  the  cell — ^thou  skalt 
;  by  no  means  come  out  thence  until  thou  hast  paid 
the  utmost  farthing.    Does  a  system  like  this  de- 
serve universal  abhorrence?    It  is  the  system  of 
the  present  day,  with  some  modification.    So  fre- 
quently have  the  jails  in  England  been  filled  with 
insolvents  that  it  has  become  necessary  to  empty 
them  by  special  acts  of  Parliament.    A  general 
jail  delivery  has  efiected  what  avarice  would  have 
forever  prevented.    In  the  Britiffh  annals  we  have 
accounts  of  the  establishment  of  benevolent  socie- 
ties for  the  relief  of  these  hapless  men  and  women. 
One  of  these  societies,  estaiblished  in  London  in 
1772,  in  a  period  of  eighteen  years,  with  the  sum 
of  twenty-six  thousand  six  hundred  pounds  sta- 
ling, rescued  from  wo  and  thraldrom  eleven  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  forty-three  persons.    These 
had  seven  thousand  one   hundred  and  twelve 
wives,  and  twenty-one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
thirtv-one  children,  making  forty  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty-six  persons  immediate  par- 
takers of  this  cup  of  afifiction.    These  were  re- 
leased, not  by  the  humanity,  not  by  the  righteous- 
ness of  the  law,  but  by  this  honoraole  and  benevo- 
lent institution.    The  amount  paid  would  average 
about  three  pounds  for  each  individual  released. 
In  every  instance  the  society  made  strict  in- 
quiry into  the  causes  which  had  involved  the 
prisoners,  and  communicated  relief  only  where 
misfortune,  not  crime,  had  produced  the  insol- 
vency.   Tnus,  eleven  thousand  five  hundred  and 
forty-three  honest,  industrious,  virtuous,  but  unfor- 
tunate men,  were  deprived  of  liberty ;  seven  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  twelve  females,  wives  of 
the  imprisoned,  were  reduced  to  want  and  wretch- 
edness; and  twenty-one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  thirty-one  children  abandoned  to  starvation 
or  f profligacy.    Where  is  the  man  that  can  hear 
this  story  and  feel  not  his  blood  curdle  within 
him?    And  yet  England  can  boast  of  her  free- 
dom, the  rectitude  of  her  policy,  the  divinity- of 
her  reliffion  !    We  also  profess  to  be  Christians ; 
we  proiess  to  love  our  fellow  men ;  and  how  do 
we  apologize  for  this  foul  blot  ?    We  boast  of  our 
insolvent  laws,  which  approve  not  of  perpemal 
imprisonment.    What  if  we  allow  that  these  laws 
impart  some  relief  to  the  system  of  its  desolating 
character,  its  vindictive  temper  ?    By  the  Frank- 
lin rod,  tiie  habitation  of  the  debtor  may  be  pro- 
tected from  the  lightning  of  Heaven ;  but,  alas  I 
he  has  no  rod  that  can  secure  him  from  the  more 
anffry  flashes,  the  roar  of  his  unrelenting  foe. 

After  such  a  development,  if  we  can  deny  the 
demoralizing  tendency  of  this  system ;  if  we  caa 
deny  the  barbarous  cruelty  of  investing  the  credi- 
tor with  power  over  the  debtor ;  if  we  can  deny 
that  such  an  arrangement  is  subversive  of  civil 
liberty,  though  one  were  to  rise  from  the  dead, 
and  speak  with  the  tongue  of  an  angel,  we  should 
not  believe.    It  is  our  duty  to  relieve  the  dis- 
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tyrants  of  the  earth,  who  have  formed  a  most  di- 
abolical association  for  the  purpose  of  degradtns 
the  human  character,  and  binding  the  oppressea 
with  everlasting  chains. 

The  formidable  combination  to  which  I  allude 
has  already  become  almost  invincible.  It  has 
navies  and  armies  at  its  command ;  ^11  the  privi- 
leged orders  are  worshipping  this  beast ;  emissa- 
ries and  informers,  false  accusers,  superstitious 
rites,  religious  bigotry,  prisons,  dungeons,  tortures; 
all  the  instruments  of  cruelty  which  gold  and  sil- 
ver can  supply  J — are  levied  mto  its  service.  The 
system  of  imprisonment  for  debt  constitutes  a  part 
of  this  formidable  array  against  liberal  principles 
and  the  rights  of  man.  By  the  omission  of  our 
duty,  we  advance  the  system  which  we  profess 
to  condemn. 

Human  character  is  susceptible  of  high  eleva- 
tion. This  fact  the  pRse  or  history  abundantly 
illustrates.  The  public  laws  should  have  a  direct 
tendency  to  encourage  and  reward  virtue  and 
honor — to  make  every  citizen  proud  of  being  an 
American.  Sustain  his  dignity,  and  you  will  find 
that  he  will  fly  to  the  hottest  post  of  danger  in 
the  defence  of  his  country.  His  scars  willl)e  his 
pride.    The  approbation  of  an  enlightened  and 

generous  public  will  be  esteemed  infinitely  more 
onorable  than  Isthmian  or  Olympian  wreaths. 
Our  progress  in  the  science  of  morals,  and  in  the 
science  of  government,  has  been  splendid ;  but  I 
ask,  sir,  have  we  arrived  at  that  perfection  that 
should  make  us  content  to  be  stationary  ?  lam 
no  friend  to  airy  speculations — ^to  schemes  that 
are  visionary; — ^but  i  wish  the  reform  of  abuses — 
the  correction  of  erroneous  principles — ^which  still 
remain  a  part  of  our  political  institutions.  Phi- 
losophers and  statesmen  have  denounced  impris- 
onment for  debt ;  they  have  declared  the  measure 
unnatural  and  barbarous ;  yet  the  principles  of 
freedom  have  not  been  able  to  destroy  it.  The 
rich  are  too  strong  for  the  poor — the  nobility  for 
the  yeomanry.  The  system  is,  in  a  small  degree, 
relaxed  in  our  hapny  land^  vet  its  form  continues 
hideous.  It  is  stiii  a  whirlwiod,  bringing  deso- 
ation  in  its  train. 

But,  it  will  be  told  us^  sir,  that  the  accomplish- 
ment of  our  wishes  will  be  the  destruction  of 
credit.  Let  me  demand  of  the  objector,  whether 
this  can  be  a  misfortune?  Happy  is  tnat  coun- 
try where  credit  is  restrained ;  where  its  basis  is 
personal  confidence  in  moral  worth  and  the  integ- 
rity of  virtue.  Honorable  industry  would  then 
be  universally  pursued ;  nations  would  never  be- 
come insolvent,  and  misfortune  would  enjoy  a 
broad  and  glorious  shield.  Abolish  the  infamous 
system ;  set  bounds  to  the  eagerness  of  specula- 
tions; and  a  most  happy  change  will  be  pro- 
duced. Of  all  the  miseries  which  can  exist  in 
free  States,  the  inordinate  passion  for  wealth  is 
the  most  alarming.  Entirely  to  check  it.  might 
be  impossible,  lest  the  spirit  of  enterprise  oecome 
subdued.  Yet  nothing  is  so  dangerous  and  hos- 
tile to  the  liberties  of  society,  as  to  place,  for  a 
moment,  the  personal  freedom  of  one  citizen  at 
the  discretion  of  another.    Such  conduct  is  the 


disgrace  of  legislation.    It  is  unnecessary,  uawise, 
unrighteous. 

In  the  criminal  code,  a  radical  change  has  beeo 
effected.  Experience  has  demonstrated  that  tt- 
verity  and  cruelty  prevent  not  the  perpetration  of 
crime ;  and  that  the  substitution  of  mildness,  in 
punishment,  produces  the  most  efficacious  results. 
The  sanffuinary  code  of  Draco  prepared  the  wa^ 
for  the  numane  laws  of  Solon.  Instead  of  the 
horrid  catalogue  of  crimes  in  England,  two  huo* 
dred  of  whicn  are  punished  with  death,  we  bave 
substituted  the  gentler  S3rstein  of  solitary  confine- 
ment, of  hard  Tabor  for  a  tenn  of  years,  while 
capital  punishment,  in  some  of  the  States,  is  re- 
stricted to  murder  of  the  first  deffreejind  in  o^* 
ers,  about  to  be  totally  abolished.  The  wisdom 
of  the  measure  is  unquestionable.  The  progress 
of  intellect  and  experience  is  prodticing  an  entire 
change  in  the  character  and  condition  of  man. 

In  place  of  the  ridiculous  ordeal  of  fire  and 
water,  we  have  an  honorable  trial  hj  jory. 
Changes  in  the  civil  code  have  been  no  less  re- 
markable. Excepting  the  relic  of  barbarism, 
which,  I  trust,  the  exalted  sense  and  hamane 
feeling  of  this  House  will  forever  banish  from  our 
Union,  we  may  be  said  to  have  revived  the  golden 
ag#.  On  the  question  before  us,  the  voice  of  the 
people  demands  respect.  Their  sentiment  is  unan- 
imous. But  for  the  hesitation  of  legislators,  it 
would  be  banbhed  eternally  from  our  statute 
books.  Some  of  our  States  have,  by  their  own 
acts,  testified  their  deliberate  sentiment  on  the 
subject  Kentucky  and  North  Carolina  have  led 
the  way,  and  others  will  assuredly  follow.  Let 
the  public  voice  of  the  National  Council  be  heard 
on  the  subject,  and  the  wilderness  will  suddenly 
be  transformed  into  a  fruitful  field. 

It  has  been  urged,  as  a  reason  for  not  acung, 
that  the  iurisdiction  of  the  Federal  courts  is  ex- 
tremely limited.  The  district  court  may  take  cog- 
nizance of  all  cases  above  five  hundred  dollars, 
without  any  condition^  and  even  of  smaller  soms, 
provided  the  plaintiff  will  pay  the  cost  of  suit. 
In  the  West,  this  practice  prevails.  The  district 
courts  have  charge  of  all  eases  of  admiralty  and 
maritime  jurisdiction,  and  in  these  they  proceed, 
according  to  the  laws  of  foreign  courts,  with- 
out re^rd  to  the  execution  laws  of  the  State 
in  which  the  court  is  located.  Here^  without 
trial  by  jury,  the  personal  liberty  of  the  citizen  is 
subject  to  tne  process  of  the  court  The  district 
court,  besides,  constitutes  our  court  of  exchequer, 
and  nas  cognizance  of  all  revenue  bonds,  and 
various  other  demands  against  individuals,  arising 
from  the  several  departments  of  Gh>vemment 

But  it  has  been  said  that  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  governed  by  the  execution  laws  of 
each  separate  State.  This,  sir,  is  a  mistake. 
The  act  of  Congress  passed  in  1789,  declares  "  that 
the  court  of  the  United  States  shall  adopt  the 
execution  laws,  now  used  or  allowed  in  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  State  in  which  the  Federal 
court  is  located,"  and  to  this  day  the  principle  is 
not  settled.  Upon  it  the  most  learned  counsel 
are  divided,  "  whether  the  laws  for  the  time  beingi 
or  those  instituted  in  1789,  should  govern."    u 
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lite  iaws  of  1789,  then  we  should  have  the  Vir- 
^m  code  of  execacions  in  Kentucky,  which 
gires  ibe  people  superior  protection  and  more 
?abstantial  soecor  than  oar  present  relief  system, 
which  has  been  so  much  aeclaimed  against  by 
potlemen  who  hare  not  permitted  themselves  to 
become  acqnainted  with  its  real  principles.  By 
the  laws  of  Virginia  in  1789.  not  only  was  land 
eiempt  from  1^1  process,  but  personal  estate 
could  not  be  sold  for  less  than  three-fourths  of  its 
ihsolate  raloe.  As  to  the  proceedings  in  chan- 
eerf.  ii  has  been  decided  tnat  decrees  exposing 
propertjf  to  sale,  as  executions  at  common  law, 
ire  Dot  sabject  to  the  State  execution  law.    This 

5  tite  precise  condition  in  which  we  are  placed 
'espectiug  our  courts  of  justice,  and  proceedings 
D  ciril  cases.  So  much  confusion  is  created  that 
to  man  can  ascertain  what  is  really  the  law  of 
be  kfld  When  we  bring  this  subject  before 
^a|TesS)  we  are  told  that  the  execution  laws  of 
be  State  gorem  the  proceedings  of  the  United 
Itates  coort  within  the  respective  States.  Strange 
s  )t  may  appear,  notwithstanding  the  State  of 
Lcatocky  has  abolished  imprisonment  for  debt, 
B^  with  it  bail  apon  mesne  process,  the  court  of 
le  Uoited  States  requires  this  very  bail,  by  rule 

\  court,  ttoder  a  legislative  power  given  them  by 
o&gress,  and  the  clerk  issues  the  ca.  sa.  to  seize 
A  body  of  a  debtor.  The  same  difficulty  exists 
( to  takiog  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  law  of 
>e  State  where  the  court  is  held.  Prpcrastina- 
)05  oi  the  most  troublesome  character  are  occa- 
Mied.  When  the  oath  of  insolvency  is  admin- 
&ed.  the  party  \s  not  called  upon  to  present  a 
hedoie  of  property ;  he  has  to  depose  that  he 

6  not  estate  to  the  amount  of  thirty  dollars, 
he  act  of  Coogress  also  declares  that  where  the 
7s  of  the  State  authorize  the  ca.  sa.  among 
iier  execatioos,  it  may  be  taken  out  by  the  cred- 
f  ^t  giving  evidence  of  a  total  disregard  of 
!  liberty  and  personal  security  of  the  debtor. 
?pose  the  creditor  take  the  ca.  sa.  in  the  first 
^^  and  the  debtor  cannot  swear  that  he  has 
t  thirty  dollars  worth  of  property,  the  conse- 
^ce  is,  if  the  creditor  wills  it — and  who  ought 
trasihlm?^PEBP£TUAL  imprisonment. 

It  woold  CQBstimte  something  like  an  apology 
the  advocates  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  were 
Qe  discnmination  used  relative  to  the  conduct 
a  debtor,  tkt  he  might  be  treated  in  a  manner 
^ponding  with  the  ideas  of  culpability  which 
stores  mijght  affix.  There  can  be  no  diffi- 
l^y  ia  forming  a  scale  of  offence  and  punish* 
^^at  least  in^e  contemplation  of  the  mind, 
QC'dg^  \  \^^^  QQ  ^^^2  that  you  can  reduce  the 
leme  to  oseful  practice.  Fraudulent  conrey- 
^  ^^cfflKealment  of  property,  luxurious  extra v- 
loce,  ioddent  habits,  neglect  of  economy — ^these 
W'titflte  the  proper  gradations  in  the  shades  of 
^itgailt.  If  ffentlemen  can  define  and  punish 
b  ^es  of  o&ce,  why  not  attempt  it  ?  Need 
llj  y<n*tir,  that  no  effort  of  this  nature  has  been 
[Hoyed.  The  besom  of  despotism  alike  sweeps 
)re  it  the  pearl  and  the  pebble.  The  honest 
B  and  titticoundrel  are  sacrificed  without  dis- 
^00.    If  the  friends  of  the  vindictive  system 


wish  that  innocence  be  protected,  and  only  crime 
chastised,  why  not  propose  that,  previous  to  hold- 
ing a  debtor  to  bail  upon  mesne  process,  the  plain- 
tiff shall  give  pledges  of  prosecution  and  sureties, 
that  he  has  not  instituted  a  suit  with  malicious 
intent  and  upon  groundless  accusation  ?  Let  his 
affidavit  be  demanded  as  to  the  cause  of  his  action, 
one  of  three  allegations  at  least,  before  he  be  al- 
lowed to  require  bail:  that  the  debtor  has  been 
guilty  of  fraud  in  the  original  transaction  by  which 
e  became  indebted,  or  that  there  is  danger  of  his 
absconding,  or  that  he  is  about  to  make  a  fraudu- 
lent conewlment  or  a  fraudulent  conveyance  of 
his  property.  This  would  appear  like  justice  in 
the  proceeding.  It  would  require  something  to  be 
accomplished  bjr  the  creditor  before  he  laid  vio- 
lent hands  on  his  victim.  It  would  make  him  re- 
flect, if  it  did  not  humanize  his  feelings. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive,  upon  what  principle 
the  imprisoning  system  rests  for  its  support.  It  is 
not  a  punishment  for  crimes.  If  so,  it  would  vio- 
late, and,  in  fact,  does  violate,  all  the  legal  forms 
and  Constitutional  safeguards  of  the  liberty  of 
a  citizen.  Its  operation  is  not  simply  coercive. 
Unquestionably,  the  honorable  man  will  present 
his  goods  and  chattels.  He  will  bid  you  take  them 
aU,  and  r«gret  that  he  has  no  more.  But  the  dis- 
honest will  contrive  to  place  your  proceedings  at 
defiance.  It  cannot  arise  from  an  implied  agree- 
ment between  the  parties,  that,  in  case  of  failure, 
the  debtor  shall  be  imprisoned.  Such  a  stipula- 
tion, whether  expressea  or  implied,  must,  in  law 
and  conscience,  be  null  and  void.  It  cannot  satisfy 
the  debt.  It  may  afford  ^tification  to  malignant 
propensities,  to  a  yindictiTc  disposition,  to  infernal 
feelings — ^but,  aAer  all,  the  pound  of  flesh  cannot 
satisfy  the  bond.  The  whole,  like  Sin,  in  Milton, 
bringing  forth  death,  is  the  oflspring  of  that  gloomy 
temper  which  delients  to  riot  upon  the  vitals  of 
human  riffhts  and  human  happiness. 

When  Mr.  Johnson  had  concluded  his  remarks, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Babboob,  the  subject  was  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  January  17. 

Mr.  RuooLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Obadiah 
Jones,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  praver  of  me  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.    Tne  report  was  ondered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Van  Buben,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  letters  patent 
to  Samuel  Brown,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Van  Bcben,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  S.  Stiles, 
executor  of  George  Stiles,  made  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titioner ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  r^orL 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Venable  and  others,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
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relief  of  Sarah  Venable  and  Jane  Morgan ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Henry  M.  John- 
son, made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

Mr.  RuGGLEB  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Reeolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finanee  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  proYidiog, 
by  Iftw,  for  re-printiog,  in  one  or  more  volnmefy  ^he 
annual  Treasury  reports,  which  have  been  made  to 
Congreu  since  the  commencement  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  the  petition  of  John 
M.  S.  McKnight,  administrator  of  Charles  Mc- 
Knight,  deceased,  praying  to  be  paid  for  services 
rendered  by  the  deceased  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment, in  the  Revolutionary^  war ;  which  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  , 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  sev- 
eral acts  providing  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting 
the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  St.  Helena 
and  Jackson  Courthouse  land  districts ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  gave  notice  that  he 
would,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  brinp^  in  a  bill  ex- 
planatory of  an  act  confirming  claims  to  lots  in 
the  town  of  Mobile. 

Mr.  Seymour  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
Thursday,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  addition 
to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  ordinance 
and  acts  of  Congress  for  the  government  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  that  he 
would,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
change  the  terms  of  the  District  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  Kentucky  district. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Uommittee  of  the  Whole,  the  resolu- 
tion proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of 
Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  IJnited 
States,  and  the  election  of  the  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States ;  and,  on  motion, 
it  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  ex- 
portation of  cordage  manufactured  in  the  United 
States  from  foreign  hemp ;  and  it  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday 
next. 

The  bill  to  regulate  surveys  of  certain  lands  in 
the  State  of  Alabama,  was  taken  up  for  consider- 
ation, in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  briefly  explained  the 
object  of  the  bill.  It  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  F.  Riddick,  of  the  State  of  Missouri ; 
and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  security  of  pu 
lie  money  in  the  hands  of  clerks  of  courts,  attc 
neys,  and  marshals,  and  their  deputies;  and 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  d] 
for,  to-morr9W. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbodr,  i 
sumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  abolish  ii 
prisonment  for  debt. 

Mr.  Barbour  addressed  the  Senate  to  the  f( 
lowing  effect : 

It  has  been  remarked  by  Lord  Coke  that 
never  knew  a  wise  measure,  however  inauspicic 
the  beginning,  introduced  into  Parliament,  tk 
did  not  eventuallj  succeed.  A  remark  of  tl 
kind,  from  so  profound  an  observer  of  the  com 
of  public  affairs,  offers  great  encouragement  to  t 
reformer  of  abuses.  He  will  contend  patient 
but  perseveringly,  with  existing  prejudices,  a 
mated  by  the  assurance  that  his  labors  in  a  go 
cause  will  not  be  exerted,  finallyr,  in  vam. 
confirmation  of  this  remark,  I  will  refer  to  t 
history  of  this  District.  It  was  only  two  yft 
past  that  I  could  carry  through  this  body,  a 
with  great  difficulty,  too,  a  bill  to  change  the  1| 
in  force  here  concerning  insolvent  debtors.  J 
wonderful  as  it  may  seem,  it  was  no  less  true,  th 
while  the  law  enabled  the  inhabitants  to  ar 
themselves,  after  a  few  days'  confinement,  of 
privilege  growing  out  of  their  condition,  to  1 
stranger,  who  had  been  pursued  hither  by  so 
cunning  and  unfeeling  creditor,  the  privilege  « 
denied,  till  he  should  have  suffered  imprisonm^ 
for  twelve  months.  About  this  time,  too,  1  ^ 
been  informed,  the  bounds  were  curtailed,  a 
many  instances  occurred,  in  consequence  of  ^ 
limited  extent,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  i 
iog  separated  from  their  families,  who  depend 
for  their  daily  bread  on  the  labor  of  the  prisooi 
and  who,  by  such  curtailment,  were  preven 
from  profiting  by  a  demand  for  labor,  as  it  j 
to  be  performed  beyond  the  bounds ;  but,  sui 
quent  to  the  discussion  in  this  body  on  the  s 
ject,  the  court  has  enlarged  the  jail  bounds  cc 
mensurate  with  the  extent  of  the  county,  i 
this  is  not  all.  The  public  mind  throughout 
Union  has  been  drawn  to  this  subject.  It  j 
made  its  way  into  the  halls  of  the  State  Legu 
tures.  In  some  few  instances,  imprisontneot 
debt  has  been  already  abolished,  and  it  is  ^^ 
hoped,  and  confidently  anticipated,  that  er 
where,  this  stain  on  our  statute  book  ^"^,  ^ 
faced  ;  that  the  doors  of  every  jail  will  be  tbrO 
open,  and  the  captive  set  free.  « 

Although  all  are  aware  that  we  have  no  n 
to  interfere  with  the*  regulations  of  the  States,! 
although  it  may  be  admitted  that  the  prisoners 
debt,  under  the  process  of  the  United  States  con 
are  comparatively  few,  yet  the  example  estaoii 
ed  by  us  cannot  be  without  a  salutary  effect,  i 
theory  of  the  Constitution  supposes  that  the  co 
sels  of  this  body  will  be  directed  alike  by  wi^ 
and  experience.  The  mode  of  selection,  aod 
age  of  the  elected,  are  the  best  guarantees,  i 
the  infirmity  of  our  nature  admits,  that  noti 
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nsii  wiJJ  be  attempted  here ;  that  the  coosequences 
of  a  measore  will  be  duly  weighed,  and  nothing 
aiopted  Uit  what  has  the  sanction  of  the  jadg- 
atent,  eolightened  by  the  suggestions  of  experi* 
eace;  and  hence,  the  importance  of  your  decision 
on  ttus  qoestton. 

Let  OS,  then,  inquire  what  the  question  is.  At 
ibb  slage  of  the  inquiry,  the  Senate  will  not  suf- 
fer (benselres  to  be  embarrassed  by  the  details  of 
the  btii.  Whether  it  shall  be  prospective  or  retro- 
ipecijrfr— whether  the  provisions  are  sufficiently 
l&ardedf  in  reference  to  fraudulent  debtors,  will 
b?  the  sobject  of  future  inquirvand  arrangement, 
vJKfi  lbeprittci|;de  shall  hare  oeen  fully  discussed 
u^  ^tled.  Thus  qualified,  the  question  now 
presQted  for  decision  is  simplv  this :  Is  it  right  to 
poaisii  by  imprisonment,  the  honest  but  insolvent 
Aebcor? 

I  irant  voo  the  power,  but  I  deny  you  the  moral 
rigiit  I  do  not  mean  to  encumber  the  discussion 
vith  lay  Constitutional  question.     High  as  the 
CoQiUiQUon  is,  I  appeal  to  an  authority  still  hish- 
e— 10  the  patent  held  by  man  directly  from  his 
God,  by  which  his  liberty,  and  the  riffht  to  its  en- 
^fment,  was  guarantied.    It  existed  before  con- 
^^otioQs  or  societies  themselves.      The  image 
-si^ieaed  apon  him  at  his  birth  was  the  sign  of 
ie  coTeoant,  and  should  have  been  the  shield 
igainst  its  violation.     Its  preservation  was  the 
g^tat  object  of  the  social  compact.    In  our  insti- 
totioQs  it  was  so  proclaimed.    Every  portion  of 
'^'utniai  rights  is  retained,  except  so  far  as  the 
v«iareof  the  whole  requires  a  sacrifice,  and  hence, 
Itssome  it  as  an  axiom,  that  the  liberty  of  the  citi* 
z^aisoeTer  forfeited  to  society^  but  by  a  voluntary 
>c(  of  the  offender,  or  where  its  use  has  become, 
^  thfeatens  to  become,  dangerous  to  the  public 
j^ce.  Beyond  these  limits  every  infraction  of 
^  predoos  gift  is  usurpation ;  an  act  of  power 
▼itiiOQt  right,  than  which  nothing  is  more  odious. 
u  ^^  be  true,  it  may  be  justly  contended  that 
^^^^*  or  the  probability  of  its  commission,  should 
P'^^  a  ponishment  which  involves  imprison- 
<^^  If,  then,  punishment  presupposes  crime, 
^  ^locates  of  imprisonment  for  debt  must  be 
^^(iy  to  contend  that  insolvency  is  a  crime.  Now, 
auh<Mi|h  it  has  grown  into  an  adage  that  poverty 
^  a  misfartone,  the  truth  of  which  I  can  confirm 
^m  aetual  experience,  yet  it  is  a  part  of  the  same 
>'^,  (bat  it  is  no  crime.  Mark  the  inconsistency 
i  vbieh  your  policy  involves  you !    The  liberty 
^  the  citizen  is  so  far  protected  by  the  Constitu- 
^0  u  to  be  placed  beyond  his  own  control.    If 
*  ^g,  goaded  by  hunger  and  distress,  or  any 
'U)er  necessity,  were  base  enough,  like  the  Egyjv- 
^Qiof  old,  to  surrender  his  liberty  to  another,  no 
ijatter  how  solemn  the  covenant,  or  how  weighty 
'■be  coQsidenition,  it  is  instantly  cancelled  by  the 
^ptrit  of  the  Constitution.    Yet,  without  a  cove- 
5aat,  or  without  a  crime,  you  give  up  the  unfor- 
tu&vft  to  the  wUl  of  the  creditor,  and  lend  him 
?k?  ^^ority  to  deprive  a  fellow-being  of  his 
uberiy.  That  which  you  will  not  permit  directly 
TOii  sanctiaa  as  a  consequence.    Who  is  able  to 
>cooeiie  this  contradiction?    It  is  perfectly  con- 
*«ent  with  hit  argument  to  arrive  at  the  error  of 


a  principle  through  its  pernicious  consequences. 
The  immediate  elect  of  the  existing  policy  is  to 
confound  all  distinctions  between  the  innocent 
and  the  guilty — the  man  of  misfortune  and  the 
man  of  crime.  If  insolvency  was  exclusively  the 
result  of  imprudence,  there  might  be  some  apology 
for  the  cruelty  with  which  the  debtor  is  treated. 
But,  amonffst  the  number,  how  many  have  been 
the  sport  of  events  against  which  no  human  fore- 
sight could  guard?  Do  we  not  know,  from  our 
own  observation,  that  the  most  industrious  and 
the  most  prudent  are  not  unfrequently  involved  in 
this  calamity.  Who,  among  ourselves,  can  arro- 
gantly claim  an  exemption  from  misfortune?  Our 
lives  and  our  substance  are  both  held  by  that  frail 
tenure  which  belongs  to  all  earthly  things.  The 
proud  and  foolish  man,  surveying  his  vast  posses- 
sions, may  exclaim,  Soul,  take  thy  rest !  but  the 
echo  to  his  boast  is  the  awful  denunciation.  Dust 
thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou  return ;  or  the 
elements  are  commissioned  to  destroy,  and  the 
winds,  the  fire,  or  the  flood,  in  an  instant  pros- 
trate his  earthly  hopes.  In  these  dispensations  of 
an  inscrutable  Providence,  to  which  all  are  alike 
subiect,  but  from  which,  for  the  present,  we  may 
be  happily  exempt,  let  us  be  taught  the  necessity 
of  bearing  with  humility  our  prosperity ;  but  let 
not  that  exemption  steel  our  hearts  against  the 
unfortunate — their  cup  of  life  is  made  sufficiently 
bitter  by  their  misfortunes — 'tis  cruelty  alone  that 
will  administer  an  additional  drug.  And  yet  these 
victims  of  misfortune  are  the  subjects  of  your  pun- 
ishment. 

What,  let  me  ask,  is  the  legitimate  object  of 
punishment?  The  reformation  of  the  offender, 
or  to  restrain  him  from  violence?  Reform  the 
prisoner !  In  what?  Does  any  man  desire  to  be- 
come insolvent?  If  there  be  any  one  thing  about 
which  all  mankind  agree,  it  is  in  the  wish  to  bet« 
ter  his  condition.  This  wish  is  implanted  in  our 
nature,  and  grows  with  our  growth.  Can  you  in- 
crease it  by  punishment;  or  can  it  be  necessary 
for  the  peace  of  society  to  restrain  of  his  liberty 
the  man  whose  only  crime  is  his  misfortune? 

How  are  these  weighty  considerations  against 
the  existing  policy  met  by  its  friends  ?  It  is  urged 
by  them  that  the  evil  complained  of  has  been  ex- 
aggerated— that  the  sufferers  are  but  few — that 
the  moral  sense  of  mankind  revolts  at  the  ioipris- 
onment  of  an  honest  debtor.  Is  this  so  ?  Then 
there  is  an  end  of  the  question.  You  can  have 
no  difficulty  in  changing  a  system  so  unjust  and 
so  cruel,  that  none  are  found  wicked  enough  to 
carry  it  into  execution.  Why  disgrace  your  stat- 
ute book  with  such  a  law  ?  It  is  but  an  evidence 
of  your  insensibility  to  the  character  of  your  code. 
But,  unfortunately  for  the  gentleman  who  thus 
argued,  the  moral  sense  of  mankind  is  not  what 
he  supposes.  Let  us  look  at  facts.  Take  the 
document  exhibited  yesterday  by  my  honorable 
friend  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Johnson) — it  is  the 
record  of  the  jail  in  Boston,  the  metropolis  of  the 
very  State  whose  representative  on  this  floor  re- 
poses on  the  moral  sense  of  mankind  as  a  sufficient 
shield  against  any  abuse  under  the  existing  law. 
In  recurring  to  this  document,  I  intend  nothing 
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that  is  iDYidioos — I  presame  Boston  is  not  more 
remarkable  for  the  number  of  its  insolvent  debt- 
ors, or  the  severity  of  creditors,  than  any  other 
part  of  the  United  States.    Indeed,  a  member  from 
New  York,  at  the  last  session,  exhibited  a  similar 
doeument  from  the'  jails  of  New  York.    Taking 
this  document  as  the  mle  by  which  to  estimate 
the  number  of  sofTerers  in  the  United  States,  what 
a  pictnre  of  human  misery  does  it  exhibit    In  a 
population  of  40,000,  the  number  of  sonls  in  Bos- 
ton, th^e  were  committed  in  1820,  one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty-two ;  in  1821,  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  eighty-one ;  and  in  the 
three  first  quarters  of  1823,  seyen  hundred  and 
sixty -nine — making  a  proportion  of  one-thirtieth 
of  the  whole  population,  which  has  suffered  im- 
prisonment for  debt,  and  among  this  number,  in 
the  whole  time,  four  hundred  and  thirty  females. 
This,  then,  is  a  specimen  of  the  moral  sense  of  the 
people  of  Boston,  and,  as  I  hare  assumed,  of  the 
united  States.    By  which  rule,  after  every  rea- 
sonable deduction  for  the  difference  between  pop- 
ulous towns  and  the  country,  it  may  be  safely 
affirmed  that  13,000  human  beings  are  annually 
incarcerated  for  debt  in  the  United  States.  When 
we  add  to  this  the  wives  and  children  of  the  suf- 
ferers, if  our  sympathy  is  to  be  thus  limited  to  the 
exclusion  of  more  distant  relatives,  we  may  fairly 
conclude  that  60,000  people  are  annually  involved 
directlv  and  indirectly  in  the  mischiefs  resulting 
from  this  barbarous  policy.    If  the  scope  of  the 
evil  then  has  been  exaggerated,  it  cannot  be  from 
a  misrepresentation  of  the  number  of  the  suffe- 
rers.    Is  it  in  the  extent  of  their  sufferings? 
Where  is  the  barometer  by  which  these  can  be 
weighed  7    Has  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
or  any  of  you,  visited  these  abodes  of  wretched- 
ness, whose  silence  is  interrupted  only  by  the 
sighs  and  groans  of  the  victims  ?  or,  peradventure, 
by  the  aspiration  of  some  broken  heart,  penetra- 
ting with  the  eye  of  hope  the  dark  cloud  tnat  sur- 
rounds human  things^  and  lookine  to  a  better 
world.  "  where  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling 
and  the  weary  are  at  rest?"    Of  these  dreary 
abodes,  it  may  well  be  said,  as  of  the  grave — 

Darkness,  death,  snd  long  despair, 
Reign  in  eternal  silence  there. 

The  sensibility  of  mankind  is  a  subject  of  cu- 
rious speculation.  Let  some  ideal  case  of  misfor- 
tune be  touched  by  the  hand  of  a  master — some 
Seat  unknown — although  the  theatre  of  suffering 
the  Ultima  Thule  of  the  habitable  globe,  and 
although  centuries  have  intervened,  yet  every 
pag;e  will  be  bedewed  with  the  sympathetic  tear— 
while  we  hear,  without  emotion,  of  the  real  suf- 
ferings of  thousands,  if,  perchance,  they  are  our 
immediate  neighbors  and  contemporaries. 

What  flight  of  fancy — ^what  power  of  descrip- 
tion—could add  a  shade  to  the  dark  picture  of 
human  affliction,  exhibited  in  this  already  alluded 
to  document  ?  A  husband  and  a  father  is  snatched 
from  his  family  at  the  moment  when  the  wife  is 
sufferiDff  and  in  peril,  and  that  very  situation  the 
cause  of  the  arrest,  with  a  view  to  practice  on  the 
humaoity  of  others !    Yes !  torn  from  a  wife  and 


nine  children,  dependent  for  their  existence  on  the 
daily  labor  of  the  debtor.  The  creditor  is  con- 
jured to  relax  his  rigor.  Shyloek-like,  he  turos 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  supplication — the  wife  falls  a 
victim,  the  children  Uve  on  charity.  But,  atro- 
cious as  is  this  case,  it  yields  in  enormity  to  an- 
other. Where  a  widowed  mother  is  imprisooed 
by  a  brutal  creditor,  as  an  obstacle  to  ius  detes- 
table purposes  against  an  unprotected  daughter. 
Bat  for  cases  so  singularly  marked  by  uomiied 
cruelty  and  viUany,  we  ^onld  have  bad  ample 
occasion  to  dwell  on  other  instances  ailaded  to 
in  the  document  Take,  however,  one  more— it 
is  that,  where  a  man,  in  a  State  cotermiooob  to 
Massachusetts,  was  confined  thirty  years.  So 
long  had  been  his  interment  in  jail,  that  he  «» 
forgotten  by  all  his  contemporaries.  When  di» 
charged,  as  he  vras,  finally,  by  the  humanity  d 
others,  the  expenses  of  his  confinement  wen 
93,000. 

Among  the  victims,  we  are  told,  there  were  foot 
hundred  and  thir^  females.  There  is  somethiog 
sir,  so  exquisitely  horrible  in  contempUting  sticki 
mass  of  female  wretchedness,  that  1  have  no  laft 
guage  in  which  to  give  attecance  to  my  feeliiigl 
Opposed,  as  I  am  in  principles,  to  the  imprisoDmei 
of^  a  man  for  debt,  I  am  a  hundred  fold  so  iii  if 
sard  to  a  woman.  The  distribution  of  civil  rlgfel 
between  the  «exes,  gives  all  to  the  one  and  Dothdl 
to  the  other.  Where  privileges  are  concernei 
the  woman  is  scarcely  considered  as  a  seotiei 
being ;  she  is  quickened  into  life,  and  an  indepeni 
ent  existence  acknowledged  oiuy  when  sheis  ti 
become  the  subject  of  imphaonment,  of  peoaltia 
and  of  pains. 

Now,  sir,  let  it  be  admitted,  that,  among  thi 
number  of  females,  a  proportion,  and  a  large  one 
if  you  will,  are  the  victims  of  vice.  It  is  not  char 
itable  to  suppose  all  are  so.  Take  from  thegroa^ 
the  widow  of  some  honest  mechanic,  worthy  ao^ 
virtuous — for  these  qualities  belong  uike  to  ever 
condition — as  often  found  in  the  cottage  as  in  M 
palace^— whose  husband,  when  alive,  brought  tU 
avails  of  his  daily  labor  to  his  humble  rooi,  whes 
his  wife  performed  her  every  duty  ;  "  on  her  tonga 
is  the  law  of  kindness ;  her  children  rise  up  aa 
call  her  blessed — ^her  husband  also,  and  he  pral^ 
her ;"  but  he  is  snatched  from  her  by  the  haod  Q 
death.  Thus  bereaved,  she  resorts  to  her  scan^ 
means  to  feed  and  clothe  her  little  ones.  She  r| 
doubles  her  efiorts — she  wastes  her  strength  or^ 
the  midnight  lamp,  '^and,  with  untasted  m 
she  plies  her  care."  But  all  will  not  do.  T 
cruel  creditor  comes — she  is  unable  to  pay— ^ 
jail  is  her  portion — the  grave  is  her  only  refa 
from  calamity,  given  in  the  mercy  of  God  to  t 
sons  and  daughters  of  affliction.  Her  cbildn 
naked  and  hnnffry.  beg  the  bread  of  life.  Equa 
subject  to  this  deplorable  fate  are  your  patriots  &| 
vour  hero^ — ^men  who  have  guided  your  counsl 
by  their  wisdom,  or  conducted  your  armies  to  t| 
tory — men  who  have  consecrated  the  liberty  )1 
enjoy  by  their  blood,  and  whose  very  sacrifices  { 
the  country  have  been  the  sole  cause  of  their  pi 
niless  condition.  These,  too,  find  their  can 
terminate  in  a  jail ;  and,  while  their  ears  I 
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^KeitA  with  the  hosaniias  to  freedom — a  freedom 
rilich  tfaejr  io  part  achieved — their  portion  is  a 
loathsome  captiTtty.  Gloomy  and  dark  as  this 
pictoreis^thinff  it  not  the  mere  offspring  of  a  heated 
and  UDchasteBed  imagination.  The  facts  before 
TOQ,  as  wdias  those  mentioned  by  my  friend  front 
KeDtnckr,  as  coming  within  his  own  knowledge, 
hav<f  losi  a  portion  of  their  sombre  character  in 
the  descnptioii.  And  is  this  yonr  boasted  land  of 
iibertr,  where  eoormities  like  these  are  committed 
!Q  ihe  oame  of  the  law !  Sir,  there  is  a  conside- 
ation  presents  itself  here,  far  beyond  the  interest 
(f  creditor  or  debtor.  The  policy  of  free  govern- 
Denti  shoold^  by  every  means,  cherish  amonff  the 
«cpie  the  liveliest  regard  for  the  liberty  of  the 
nizea.  Whatsoerer  is  common,  either  in  the 
^pxaX  or  moral  world,  ceases  to  be  striking. 
^rom  the  annambered  victims  of  the  policy  I  am 
efiouQciog,  the  impression  on  the  mmd,  when  a 
^ow-beJDg  is  led  to  captivity,  is  as  feeble  as 
^t  prodaced  by  the  rising  or  the  setting  son ; 
)e  seose  of  public  feeling  becomes  blunted,  and 
KJofs  of  liberty  is  classed  among  your  every  day 
^eurreoces.  The  essence  of  literty  consists  in 
(« cossGioQsness  of  iu  possessor,  that,  if  he  be 
K  criminal,  it  is  surroanded  by  an  nnapproach- 
)le  iDTiolability.  Held  at  the  nod  of  a  worm 
H  carselres,  {i£  it  be  not  profanation  to  call  a 
tog  tiiQs  held  liberty^  it  becomes  valueless  and 
»oteaip(ible.  In  confirmation  of  the  sentiment 
at  iifaertf  itself,  in  the  eve  of  mankind,  is  depre- 
ifeti  by  the  frequency  or  its  violation,  let  us  refer 
cur  formerly  bloody  criminal  code.  We  saw 
lib.  Itself,  as  a  capiul  punishment,  from  its  in- 
erimmate  infliction,  and  from  its  daily  occur- 
^Ti^  |t»  terrors-  Since,  however,  wisdom 
td  bomaQity  have  united  in  graduating  a  just 
ue  of  pQoishmenu  and  crimes,  that  of  death, 
«n  it'5  rare  occurrence,  strikes  the  mind  as  an 
Pressire  and  awful  spectacle. 
Let.  ihcD,  the  libertv  of  the  citizen,  like  his  life, 
preserted  from  daily  and  wanton  violation — ^its 
lo€  will  increase  in  the  estimation  of  the  people, 
1 1^  loss  »thke  with  little  less  effect  than  the 
^  t>f  life  itself. 

1  T\^  inquire  into  the  mass  of  suffering 
ijch  1  bare  shown  to  you  to  exist — ^the  unalter- 
e  condition  of  our  kind.  Is  it  a  sacrifice  to 
icli  poor  human  nature  must  submit  ?  Is  it  a 
ier  ^^a  compensated  by  a  greater  cood  ?  I  call 
*  ihe  friends  of  the  existing  policy  to  answer 
^  ^Qcsttons.  They  reply^it  is  to  enforce  the 
•^'«T  of  debts.  Of  whom  7  Not  of  him  who 
^  »  protected  by  this  bill  For  it  is  only  the 
aesi  dtbior  who  has  faithfully  surrendered  the 
/?{|l*w  his  property  to  his  creditor,  who  can 
°\w  Its  provisions.  The  fraudulent  debtor  is 
^^^  a  worse  situaUon.  Close  jail,  deprived 
^«  ^Dds,  is  bis  doom,  by  the  bill.    If  this  be 

^^fficient,  in  doe  time,  propose  other  and 
Wtt  eaactments.  I  will  go  all  lengths  to  pun- 
^im  But,  if  you  hold  not  to  bail,  the  fraudu- 
'W"l  escape.    What  doctrine  is  this  ?    You 

0  poaisjj^  indiscriminately,  lest  the  guilty 
Jid  escape  How  lony  has  this  been  the  prin- 
c  01  l^nlation  7    We  are  taught,  from  the 


highest  of  all  possible  authority,  that  nine  guilty 
men  should  escape  rather  than  that  one  innocent 
should  suffer.  The  rule,  it  seems,  is  now  to  be 
reversed.  But  it  is  urged  that  an  honest  debtor 
would  have  no  difficulty  in  giving  bail.  Indeed ! 
I  fear  the  gentleman  is  cakulating  fallaciously 
again,  on  the  moral  sense,  or,  if  you  please,  the 
friendship  of  mankind.  Friendship,  or  rather  its 
professions,  are  too  often  tendered  where  they  are 
not  wanting — to  wealth,  rarely  to  distress.  They 
are  the  blossoms  of  the  sunshine,  but  wither  in  the 
adverse  blast.    For — 


**  What  u  friendship  bat  a  name, 
A  charm  that  lolls  to  sleep ; 
A  shade,  that  follows  wetlth  or  fame, 
And  leaves  the  wretch  to  weep  V* 

But  let  all  this  ws  for  nothing.    Let  it  be 
granted  that  the  world  has  been  regenerated ;  that 
those  who  were  not  the  world's  friends  formerly, 
have  become  so  by  some  prodigy,  no  matter  what — 
still,  I  demand  to  know,  whence  do  you  derive 
the  right  to  throw  a  freeman  on  the  courtesy  of  a 
friend  to  save  him  from  imprisonment,  on  the 
mere  suggestion  of  another  that  he  is  in  debt  ?    In 
all  criminal  cases,  no  matter  how  atrocious  may 
be  the  crime  with  which  the  accused  is  chargea, 
he  is  presumed  innocent,  till  the  contrary  appears ; 
and  that,  too,  by  testimony,  on  oath,  of  credible 
and  disinterested  witnesses.    Of  him  you  never 
require  bail,  till  a  presumption  of  guilt  is  made 
satisfactorily  to  appear.    But  charge  a  man  with 
debt — even  by  an  interested  party — ^you  presume 
him  guilty — that  his  purposes  are  fraudulent,  and 
deprive  him  of  his  libertv,  if  he  does  not  instantly 
give  sponsors  for  the  delivery  of  his  body  into 
court !    Now,  let  us  imagine  that  it  was  proposed 
to  remove  the  ramparts  which  the  wisdom  of  our 
ancestors  has  erected  for  the  security  of  our  inno- 
cence, hy  enacting  that,  on  a  mere  accusation  of 
crime,  without  testimony,  a  citizen*  might  be  ar- 
rested— could  you  listen,  with  patience,  to  the 
suggestion  that  it  ought  to  be  adopted,  lest  the 
guilty  should  escape  ?    I  am  persuaded  you  would 
cry  out,  with  one  voice.  Let  ninety  and  nine  guilty 
men  escape,  rather  than  that  one  innocent  man 
should  thus  suffer.    But  waive,  if  you  please,  this 
consideration.    Let  us  be  insensible  to  tne  wanton 
violation  of  the  liberty  of  the  citizen — let  us  shut 
ourselves  against  the  suffering  of  the  captive-^let 
us  harden  our  hearts  against  the  violation  of  de- 
corum, in  consigning  to  the  same  cell  men  and 
women,  and  mixing  with  both  the  atrocious  male- 
factor— ^let  all  these  things,  for  the  moment,  be 
forgotten,  and  discuss  the  question  as  one  of  col- 
lars and  cents.    How  will  the  account  stand? 
Referring  to  the  document  already  alluded  to,  it 
appears,  in  2,084  cases,  the  costs  of  commitment 
exceeded  the  principal;  and  those  paid  by  the 
creditor.    Add  to  this  the  loss  of  labor  to  society, 
by  the  confinement  of  the  debtors,  and  compare 
this  amount  to  that  which  the  creditor  receives, 
by  this  mode  of  punishment.    One  case  in  a  thou- 
sand, po'haps,  is  productive  of  some  benefit  to 
the  creditor — and  that,  generally,  the  result  of  the 
generosity  of  others.    And  should  this  exception 
lessen  our  abhorrence  for  the  policy?     some 
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swindling  adventurer  may  find  his  account  in  pam- 
pering the  prodigality  of  a  wayward  son,  in  the 
calculation  of  reaching,  through  the  imprisonment 
of  the  child,  the  sensibilities  oftbe  father.    Friend- 
ship may  sometimes  be  burdened,  in  the  release  of 
an  unfortunate  friend.    But  are  these  calculations 
worthy  of  your  protection  ?    Is  it  right  to  arm  vil- 
lany  with  an  instrument,  by  which  to  torture  the 
best  feelings  of  the  human  heart  ?    Sir,  I  have  no 
hesitation  m  saying  that,  could  a  balance  be  struck, 
with  an  exclusive  eye  to  the  creditor,  of  profit  and 
loss,  notwithstanding  his  power  over  the  debtor's 
body,  and  the  myriad  of  instances  in  which  it  has 
been  exercised,  that  he  himself  has  been  greatly 
loser — disregarding,  entirely,  the  sufierings  of  the 
imprisoned,  as  well  as  the  infinite  injury  to  society. 
And  here  sir,  I  would  hazard  a  general  remark. 
It  may  be  advanced,  as  an  unquestionable  truth, 
that  crimes  are  multiplied  in  every  community, 
where  the  infamy  attending  their  perpetration  is 
lessened,  by  the  circumstance  that  their  punish- 
ment is  common  to  misfortune  as  well  as  to  guilt. 
For  example,  if  it  was  a  fundamental  principle, 
in  your  code,  that  no  man  should  be  deprived  of 
his  liberty  but  for  crimes,  in  which  I  class  fraud, 
public  opinion  would,  at  once,  associate  guilt  with 
imprisonment ;  and,  as  a  consequence,  many  who 
now  might  be  disposed  to  defraud  their  creditors, 
from  the  hope  of  escaping,  unnoticed,  among  the 
honest  and  unfortunate,  would,  then,  from  the 
fear  of  being  singled  out  to  abide,  alone,  the  in- 
famy of  their  condition,  find  a  sufficient  motive  to 
abstain  from  executing  their  fraudulent  designs. 
If  there  be  any  force  in  these  views,  I  have  already 
met  the  other  objection  urged  against  the  principle 
of  the  bill — its  tendency  to  diminish  credit.    Sir, 
I  do  not  mean,  because  it  is  unnecessary,  to  enter, 
at  all,  into  the  much-contested  question — as  to  the 
influence  of  extensive  credit  on  the  interests  of  so- 
ciety.   I  have  removed  all  the  difficulty,  growing 
out  of  this  view  of  the  subject,  by  showmg  that 
the  creditor  himself  will  profit  by  depriving  him 
of  a  power  which,  in  its  practical  effects,  has  been, 
to  him,  productive  of  loss.    One  remark,  however, 
I  will  hazard,  on  the  general  subject ;  and  that  is, 
that  the  legitimate  objects  of  confidence  or  credit, 
are,  the  integrity  of  the  debtor,  or  his  competency 
to  pay,  or  both.    And  that,  if  a  creditor  be  not 
content  with  these,  and  extend  his  calculation  to 
the  body  of  his  debtor,  he  deserves  any  thing  but 
our  protection.    Although  there  may  be  cases  of 
this  kind,  and  the  existence  of  which  I  have  al- 
ready admitted,  no  instance  is  avowed  in  modern 
times,  except  that  to  which  my  classical  hearers 
will  readily  refer,  where,  in  the  face  of  the  bond, 
the  flesh  was  pledged  as  the  guarantee  to  punc- 
tuality.   The  universal  reprobation  of  mankind 
bestowed  on  this  case,  supposed  to  exist  only  in 
the  poet's  imagination,  is  due  in  nearly  the  same 
degree  to  him  who,  though  not  avowedly,  yet  se- 
cretly looks  to  a  security  little  less  horrible — the 
captivity  of  his  debtor. 

The  mischief,  of  which  I  complain,  is  the  un- 
disputed progeny  of  a  barbarous  age.  It  is  anti- 
quity only,  that  shelters  it  from  reprobation.  And. 
were  it  now,  for  the  first  time  proposed,  it  woula 


be  every  where  received  with  marked  disappn 
bation. 

But  there  is  a  species  of  idolatry  .common  to  a 

mankind.    It  is  not  in  religion  only  that  it 

manifested;  it  displays  itself  on  a  variety  of  oca 

sions;  and  in  none  more  conspicuously  than  i 

clinging  to  ancient  practices.     We  read  now,  ii 

deed,  with  horror,  of  the  treatment  of  the  deblc 

in  the  best  days  of  the  Roman  Republic.    Ther 

the  insolvent  debtor's  body  was  cut  up,  as  yc 

now  do  the  carcass  of  an  ox,  and  a  part  was  giv< 

to  the  creditor,  proportioned  to  his  demand.    1 

a  Supposed  mitigation  to  this  barbarous  practic 

the  debtor,  his  wife,  and  children,  were  sold  in 

bondage,  and  the  avails  distributed  amoDg  il 

creditors.    We  read  now  of  those  things  wi 

horror,  partly  because  these  abominations  ha 

long  since  ceased  to  exist.    But,  had  ^^^V  ^^ 

prevailed,  especially  in  England,  they  would  ha 

lost,  in  our  eyes,  half  their  atrocity.    I  feel  jus 

fied  in  so  saying,  when  I  refer  to  punishmei 

in  criminal  cases,  even  now  inflicted  in  mai 

parts  of  the  United  States,  thotigh  not  so  cd( 

mously  disproportionate  to  the  o&nce,  yet  so  i 

pugnant  to  humanity,  that  they  never  could 

retained,  but  for  the  example  of  our  ancwto 

That  to  this  example  we  are  indebted  for  the  i 

maining  fragment  of  this  barbarous  policy,  la 

persuaded  none  will  deny.    I  at  the  same  tii 

admit  that  many  grains  of  allowance  arc  due 

us.    Those  who  usually  legislate  for  us,  are  g^ 

erally  disciples  of  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone— wb( 

opinions  on  municipal  law,  from  their  youth,  tn 

were  taught  to  consider  as  infallible.    He,  it 

well  known,  is  the  encomiast  of  whatever  p 

vails  in  England.   And  why  should  he  not  ? 

was  of  the  favored  few  who  fed  liberally  on  1 

bounty  of  his  country,  which  has  a  wondeii 

tendency  to  reconcile  one  to  the  existing  state 

things.    Now,  for  myself,  however  arrogant 

may  seem,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that 

time  has  long  past  by,  when  I  implicitly  adopt 

opinions  on  the  authority  of  a  name.    Expend' 

has  taught  me  the  necessity  of  judging  for  Q 

felf— as  I  have  often  found  very  serious  heres 

sheltered  by  the  fame  of  their  authors;  and 

truth  has  been  irresistibly  forced  upon  roc,  t ha 

great  roan  inverts  the  general  law  of  optic*? 

looming  most  advantageously  at  a  distance. 

the  policy  of  England,  as  to  imprisonment 

debt,  Blackstone  indulges  in  his  usual  com] 

menlary  style.    But  the  courtier  is  bad  autboi 

on  the  abuses  of  Government.    Let  us  a«jcrt 

the  policy  he  thus  commends,  and  judge  for  € 

selves.    There,  the  debtors  are  confined  witni 

any  limitation  as  to  time.    Both  sexes,  not  unl 

quently,  promibcuously  huddled  together,  pres< 

ing  a  scene  of  whatever  is  loathsome  and  abol 

nable  to  the  eye  of  the  beholder^twentv  thousi 

of  whom  are  supposed  to  fall,  annually,  a  ^a 

fice  to  this  barbarous  practice.    But,  notv 

standing  this  waste  of  human  life,  the  jails  e 

tinue  to  fill  to  overflowing,  when,  from  necess 

an  act  of  general  jail  delivery  is  passed  by  P>^ 

ment — ^by  which  the  wretched  survivors,  sqai 

with  filth,  and  corrupted  by  communion,  are  ag 
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tliroiro  on  the  lap  of  society — fit  and  ruthless  in- 
struments of  Teogeance,  in  the  hands  of  retriba- 
nve  justice,  to  chasten  that  society  from  which 
they  hare  endured  such  multiplied  wrongs.  I 
appeal  from  the  authority  of  the  Judge,  to  their 
own  poet,  who  eives  you  a  vivid  portrait  of  these 
abodes  of  wretchedness,  in  which  he  himself  had 
beenasofferer: 

''Uopi'tfd  and  unheard,  where  misery  mourns, 
Whfre  sickneas  pinesy  where  thirst  tnd  hunger  burn, 
And  foot  misfortune  feels  the  lash  of  vice : 
While,  in  the  land  of  liberty,  the  land 
Whose  erery  street  and  public  meeting  glow 
With  open  freedom,  little  tyrants  rag'd, 
Snttch'd  the  lean  morsel  from  the  starving  mouth, 
Tore  from  eold  wintry  limbs  the  tatter'd  weed ; 
Evea  robb'd  them  of  the  laat  of  comforts,  sleep : 
The  free-bom  Briton  to  the  dungeon  chain'd ; 
Or,  13  the  lost  of  cruelty  prevail'd. 
At  pleasore  marked  him  with  toglorioua  stripes, 
And  crath'd  out  lives,  by  secret,  barb'rous  ways, 
Tbit,  for  their  country,  would  have  toil*d  or  bled.*' 

These  are  the  fruits  of  that  system  which  you 
liareerery  where,  with  slight  modifications^  ser- 
vilely copied  in  the  United  States,  and  which  I 
now  solicit  you  to  abandon. 

There  b  nothin^f  in  mjr  nature  (and  I  may  be 
jiermitted  to  add,  in  my  situation)  which  would 
mduce  me  to  indulge  in  ai>  adventurous  scheme 
of  legislation.  But  the  age  in  which  we  live 
demands  that  we  fearlessly  approach  every]  evil, 
and  bddlf  probe  it  to  its  source.  Antiquity,  of 
M(,  is  DO  longer  sufficient  to  protect  its  errors. 
Oar  fathers  thus  reasoned,  when  they  gave  birth 
^  our  freedom  and  oar  free  institutions. 

The  maxims  of  Europe  should  no  longer  be 
iQthority  to  us.  In  the  career  of  political  improve- 
ment she  is  a  sightless  distance  in  the  rear.  Of 
the  (hoosand  instances  to  which  reference  might 
i^  liad,  ID  confirmation  of  this  truth,  take  that  of 
reli^iuQs  freedom.  It  i s  held  there,  as  a  sacred  max- 
iHL  which  it  would  be  deemed  impious  to  question, 
^ii  a  anion  between  the  State  and  the  favored 
JKt  is  indispensable  to  the  existence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  reUgion.  In  the  most  favored  spot, 
a  wretched  toleration  is  all  that  is  indulged ;  while 
jD  aD(Hher  portion  we  are  informed  their  adora- 
we  King  (whether  with  or  without  the  direction 
w  hii  HcHv  Allies  we  are  not  advised)  is  now 
Krionsiyddiberating  on  the  restoration  of  the  In- 
^isittoD. 

.^  us  torn  from  a  scene  at  which  the  heart 
*^5i  to  our  own  favored  land,  to  do  honor  to 
^  coQDsels  of  our  fathers,  while  we  are  enjoying 
ih*ir beneficent  results.  Jefferson  (a  name  ever 
^r  to  freedom)  was  the  author,  not  only  of  the 
l^eclafaiion  of  Independence,  but  of  unreserved 
«quaiitf  to  ail  religious  sects.  Animated  by  a 
^^h'  2sal  for  the  happiness  of  his  species,  and 
^ided  by  the  polarity  of  his  own  superior  genius, 
to  Wun  the  high  privilege  was  given  of  exploring 
the  iutherto  untrodden  path  of  political  science. 
In  the  eyes  of  this  great  Apostle  of  Liberty,  the 
hoarjr  eiTOR  of  Europe  dwindled  into  contempt, 
tod  a  diswlution  between  the  Church  and  State 
«2«  the  reialt  of  his  efibrU.    Have  the  fears  of 


the  timid  opponents  of  that  measure  been  realized  ? 
No.  The  world  has  beheld,  for  the  first  time,  the 
realization  of  that  promise  whose  charity  an- 
nounces the  divinity  of  its  origin.  The  partition 
wall  between  the  Jew  and  the  Gentile  has  in  very 
truth  been  broken  down.  Instead  of  an  insolent 
and  hypocritical  hierarchy,  eating  out  the  sub- 
stance of  the  land,  and  looking  down  with  con- 
tempt on  the  remainder  of  mankind,  the  messen- 
gers of  the  Gospel  here  go  out  with  the  meekness 
and  in  the  spirit  of  their  great  prototype,  depend- 
ing (and  not  in  vain)  on  the  voluntary  aid  of 
their  followers,  inculcating  with  sincerity  and  zeal 
the  sublimest  truths  of  their  religion,  and  practis- 
ing what  they  preach.  Here  religion  no  longer 
seeks  to  erect  its  altars  upon  the  ignorance  of 
mankind,  and  propagate  its  doctrines  by  fire  and 
the  sword.  Reason  nas  been  substituted  for  su- 
perstition, charity  for  persecution.  Members  of 
difierent  creeds  sit  down  together,  and  participate 
at  the  same  table  of  the  awful  mysteries  of  their 
religion;  and  every  where  we  hear  inculcated, 
from  the  metropolis  to  the  wilderness,  throujfhout 
all  our  borders,  '*  On  earth  peace,  good  will  to- 
wards men.**  This  is  the  fruit  of  the  counsels  of 
our  fathers. 

Go  on,  then,  and  complete  the  work  they  have 
so  nobly  begun.  Let  us  erase  from  our  code  this 
barbarous  relict,  and  whatever  else  is  mischiev- 
ous. 

To  us,  in  part,  a  great  trust  has  been  confided — 
the  welfare  of  the  country,  and  of  generations  yet 
to  come;  nay,  the  world  itself  looks  to  us  as  to  a 

frreat  example,  whence  to  draw-  the  oracles  of  po- 
iticai  truth.  Fill,  then,  the  measure  which  has 
been  assigned  you.  Never  tire  till  there  is  noth- 
ing to  be  done ;  and  when  you  shall  have  reared 
a  monument  of  beneficent  legislation,  if  it  be  in 
the  order  of  Providence  that  we  too,  in  our  turn, 
shall  be  involved  in  the  darkness  of  slavery  and 
superstition,  let  us  hope  that  our  labors,  though 
obscured  for  a  season  m  the  general  gloom,  may 
survive  the  eclipse,  and  become  the  guide  of  some 
future  deliverer  of  his  country. 

When  Mr.  Barboiir  had  concluded,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Mills,  the  subject  was  postponed  till  Fri- 
day next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson,  was 
taken  up ;  but,  before  acting  upon  it,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


Wednbsoay,  February  18. 

The  Presioent  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the  annual  statement 
of  the  appropriations  and  expenditures  for  the 
naval  service,  for  the  year  1823,  and  a  paper  show- 
ing the  expenditures  under  each  head  since  the  1st 
of  January,  1824,  and  the  unexpended  balances  of 
appropriations  on  the  1st  February,  1824.  The 
report  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Afiairs. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  surveying  of  the  public 
and  private  lands  in  the  southern  part  of  Alabama, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Cbamdler,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
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Militia,  reported  a  bill  more  effectually  to  proTide 
for  the  national  defence,  bv  establishinsr  an  uni- 
form militia  throughout  the  United  States,  and 
providing  for  the  discipline  thereof;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  Charles  Oliver  Devezin. 

Mr.  FiNOLAT  presented  the  memorial  of  Abra- 
ham L.  Pennock,  and  others,  and  of  Samuel  D. 
Franks,  and  others,  severally  praying  that  addi- 
tional duties  may  be  imposed  on  imported  iron, 
and  the  manufactures  thereof;  which  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  ana 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Ken- 
tucky district ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment 
of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  by  the  pur- 
chasers ^of  public  lands;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  con- 
firming claims  to  lots  in  the  town  of  Mobile ; 
which  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Venable  and 
Jane  Morgan  ;  and  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  providing  for  ascertaining  and  ad- 
justing the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  St. 
Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse  land  districts, 
were  severally  read  the  second  time:  and  the  last 
mentioned  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the 
petition  of  Ebenezer  Oliver  and  others;  and  it 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  pro(;ieeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  oi  Oba- 
diah  Jones ;  and  it  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  petition  of  Andrew 
Low  and  others,  of  Savannah,  praying  to  be  re- 
leased from  the  payment  of  certain  custom-house 
bonds ;  which  was  readt  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  petition  of 
John  S.  Stiles,  executor  of  Gtoorge  Stiles;  and  it 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Henry 
M.  Johnson ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Finance 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reprinting  the 
annual  Treasury  reports;  and  agreed  thereto. 


AMASA  STETSON. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Ciaims, 
for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
Stetson  was  a  deputy  Commissarv  General,  at 
Boston,  during  the  late  war.  He  claims  to  be  re- 
imbursed moneys  which  he  advanced,  as  interest, 
for  the  Groverument,  for  purchases  made  under 
positive  orders ;  losses  whicn  he  sustained  on  Trea- 
sury notes  paid  to  him  for  advances  which  he  had 
actualljr  made  in  specie;  and  for  extensive  and 
responsible  services  performed,  which  did  nolcome 
within  the  requisite  duties  of  his  office.  For  all 
these  different  items  he  claims  about  (12.000, 
The  committee  report  that,  in  their  opinion,  of  Mr. 
Stetson  ou^ht  to  be  allowed  "the  sum  of  $2,031 49 
beine  for  interest  paid  by  him  for  money  loaned 
for  the  use  of  the  Government ;"  and  that  "they 
believe  that  no  more  than  justice  will  be  done 
him,  by  granung  him  the  pay  and  emoluments  ol 
an  issuing  commissary,  for  three  years  and  three 
months  and  one  third  of  a  month,  amounting  tc 
$3,615  67."  The  bill,  therefore,  proposes  to  pay 
him  $5,700  16. 

Mr.  Mills  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  witu 
instructions  so  to  modify  it  as  to  make  prorisioc 
for  allowing  the  whole  amount  claimed  03r  the  pe 
tition,  and  followed  his  motion  with  an  argumeni 
to  show  the  equity  and  reasonableness  of  itK 
whole  claim  of  the  petitioner. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  debate  of  muck 
length,  on  the  merits  of  the  case;  in  which  Mr 
RuGOLEB  (chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
opposed  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  and  sus 
tained  the  report  of  the  committee ;  and  Messrs 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Mills,  maintained  th< 
opposite  side  of  the  question,  and  urging  in  hii 
behalf  facts,  hifi^hly  creditable  to  the  patriotl^Q 
and  disinterestedness  of  the  official  conduct  of  thi 
petitioner.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  made  som| 
remarks  on  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  re;^ 
facts  of  such  cases,  by  the  Senate,  and  adverse  t( 
the  claims  set  up  by  the  petitioner.  Messrs.  Lan 
MAN,  LLOvn,  of  Massachusets,  and  Lowrib,  als( 
advocated  the  claim  to  a  greater  or  less  extent 
To  all  these  ffentlemen  Mr.  Ruqoles  replied,  aoi 
the  question  being  taken  on  the  recommitment o: 
the  bill,  it  was  carried — yeas  22,  nays  15;  an< 
after  some  further  discussion,  on  the  part  of  Messrs 
I  Smith,  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  D*Wolp,  RtJo 
oles,  Mills,  and  others,  as  to  the  precise  natun 
of  the  instructions  to  go  to  the  committee. 

The  Senate  went  into  consideration  of  Execi) 
tive  business,  and  soon  after  adjourned. 


Tbqrsoay,  February  19. 

The  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  district  coui 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  Kentucky  district 
and  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  c 
the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  by  the  purchai 
ers  of  public  lands;  were  severally  read  thei=< 
cond  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  o 
Pensions  were  discharged  from  the  consideraiio 
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}f  the  petitions  of  Moses  Wing,  of  Israel  R.  Pol- 
ler, aod  Eleanor  Tansey. 

Ofi  motion,  bjr  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
PetisioDs  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  tb€  petition  of  Cornelius  Huson,  and,  on  his  mo- 
tion, ilie  said  motion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Oo  laotion,  by  Mr.  Jobnson,  of  Louisiana, 
/ununrille  de  Viilier  had  leave  to  withdraw  his 
pe(j(j(m  aod  papers,  presented  at  the  first  session 
oftlie  Seventeenth  Congress. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Rotch,  jaoior,  and  others,  merchants,  of  New  Bed- 
ford, praying  indemnification  for  depredations 
oooBuited  on  their  commerce  by  the  public  and 
prirate  armed  vessels  of  France,  between  the 
yean  1793  and  1800.  The  memorial  was  read, 
ud  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tins. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the 
petiijoaof  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  others;  and  it 
vaspatponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
GT.  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
^of  med  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
iQ«&daieQts  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settle- 
ranirf  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of 
Flcrida,"  with  amendments;  in  which  they  re- 
float the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amen  d- 
'flJts  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
^oniiaients  to  the  last  mentioned  bill,  and  con- 
*tTwi  therein. 

Tiie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
*^hoie.  the  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of 
r^i  and  silver  bullion,  specie  and  jewels,  and 
•arryios  of  passengers,  ana  to  prohibit  the  receipt 
'^merthandise,  in  the  public  vessels  ot  the  United 
^^ ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

OBADIAH  JONES. 

the  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  re- 
P^^  the  Committee  on  Claims,  unfavorable  to 
the  peutba  of  Obadiah  Jones.  The  petitioner,  a 
mrnrer  of  public  moneys,  in  Alabama,  prays 
that  ^  nay  be  indemnified  for  the  loss  of  9^95, 
xlooeiDg  to  the  Qovernraent,  which  was  stolen 
•roffl  Eim,  and  for  which  he  has  been  required  to 
atwinL 

Mr.  Kiiio,  of  Alabama,  opposed  the  report  of 
|«  cofflmittee.  He  stated  the  circumstances  under 
^ich  the  robbery  was  committed,  to  show  that 
wlosadid  not  arise  from  anv  negligence  of  the 
P^itioner,  who  sustains,  as  Mr.  K.  stated,  a  fai^h 
-meter  for  inteflrity,  and  vigilance  in  tiSe  duties 
ofhisoffice. 

Mr.  Ru(X3L£a  supported  the  report  of  the  com- 
jftititt,  on  the  ground  that,  in  this  instance,  the 
'0»  had  occurred  from  the  want  of  proper  care 
lod  Y)|ilaQee  in  keeping  the  public  money ;  that 
Jo«  petittoMT receives  a  salary  which  compensates 
"«  for  all  the  risks  he  incurs ;  and  that  there 
^Bol  SQffieient  proof  of  his  loss. 

«>iDe  foiti^  ttmarka  were  mdde  by  Meters. 
^8th  Com.  1st  Sss^^^-lO 


Van  Dyke,  Chandler,  Smith,  Mills,  Kelly, 
Bell,  and  Noble. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  moved  that  the  report 
be  recommitted,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
to  the  petitioner  the  sum  of  $495,  on  proof  being 
adduced,  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  Secretary,  that 
the  money  was  in  fact  stolen,  without  fault  on 
the  part  of  the  petitioner.  Mr.  K.  supported,  and 
Mr.  RoGGLEs  opposed,  this  motion.  It  was  re- 
jected ;  and  the  report  of  the  committee  was  then 
agreed  to. 


Fbiday^  February  20. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Postmaster  General,  with  a  list  of  the  unpro- 
ductive post  roads,  for  the  year  1823.  The  report 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  showing  the  pay- 
ments made  at  the  Treasury  for  the  discharge 
of  miscellaneous  claims,  during  the  year  1823; 
the  contracts  and  purchases  made  by  collectors, 
for  the  revenue  service,  during  the  year  1822 ;  the 
expenditures,  on  account  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men, during  the  year  1822 ;  and  the  contracts 
made,  relative  to  oil,  lighthouses,  beacons,  buoys', 
stakeages,  d^c. 

Mr.  Talbot  communicated  the  remonstrance 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  against  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  iii 
the  case  of  Green,  and  others,  against  Biddle,  at 
the  last  term,  declaring  the  act  of  that  State,  of 
the  27th  February,  1797,  concerning  occupying 
claimants  of  land,  and  the  act  amendatory  there- 
of, passed  Slst  January,  1812.  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional and  void  ;  representing  tne  principle  therein 
proclaimed  as  an  infringement  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  State;  and  requesting  their  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress  to  use  their  best  ex- 
ertions to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  requiring 
the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  judges  of 
that  court,  in  all  cases  involving  the  validity  of  a 
law  of  any  State,  or  an  increase  of  the  number 
of  the  judges.  The  remonstrance  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Branch  presented  the  memorial  of  David 
Wallace,  senior,  praying  indemnification  for  de- 
predations committed  on  his  property  by  the  pub- 
lic and  private  armed  vessels  of  France,  between 
the  years  1793  and  1800.  The  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  RuGOLEs,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the  reliei 
of  Aipasa  Stetson,  with  instructions  to  make  a 
further  allowance  for  interest,  reported  the  same, 
with  an  amendment.  The  committee  propose 
an  additional  section^  allowing  a  further  sum  of 
about  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  for  in- 
terest on  moneys  advanced,  dbc. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  recommitted,  with  instruc- 
tions, the  petition  of  John  Forbes  and  Co.,  and  of 
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John  McAlister,  reported  a  bill  releasing  to  John 
McAlister,  or  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Forbes,  a  certain  tract  of  land ;  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Seymour  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  '^An 
act  to  amend  the  ordinance  and  acts  of  Congress 
for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, and  for  other  purposes ;"  which  was  twice 
read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  White, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Samuel  White.  The  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  was  taken 
up  for  consideration,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
This  bill  proposes  to  allow  Mr.  Johnson,  who  was 
a  paymaster  in  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  during 
the  late  war,  a  credit  in  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts with  the  Government,  for  moneys  paid 
for  rations,  more  than  was  allowed  by  the  law 
fixing  the  price  of  rations.  After  a  few  remarks 
by  Messrs.  Talbot,  Chandler,  Smith,  Wil- 
liams, and  Jackson,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  without  amendment,  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  ex- 
planatory of  an  act  confirming  claims  to  lots  in 
the  town  of  Mobile,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  James  Ore, 
the  said  motion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for 
the  better  security  of  public  moneys  in  the  hands 
of  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys;  an d^  after  some 
discussion  by  Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Mills, 
and  Van  Dyke,  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  was 
taken  up.  Mr.  Van  Huren  nroposed  two  new 
sections,  as  substitutes  for  the  nrst  and  fourth  sec- 
tions  of  the  bill.  The  amendments  were  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  the  whole  subject  was  post- 
poned till  Monday  next,  and  made  the  order  of 
that  day. 

ROADS  IN   FLORIDA. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  ^*An  act  to  authorize  the 
laying  out  and  opening  certain  public  roads  in 
the  Territory  of  Florida." 

The  bill  proposes  an  appropriation  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  road 
from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine,  and  three  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  purpose  of  surv^ing  routes 
for  two  other  roads  intersecting  said  Territory  at 
different  points. 

Mr.  Brown  stated  that  the  distance  over  which 
the  road  was  proposed  to  be  made,  was  about 


thre^  hundred  miles;  and  the  distance  to  be  sur 
veyed  for  the  two  other  roads  would  be  aboul 
six  hundred  miles.  It  was  of  great  importance 
to  have  a  communication  opened  along  the  coasi 
of  that  Territory.  The  inhabitants,  living  undei 
the  same  government,  were  widely  separated  from 
each  other.  The  proposed  road  will  passtbrougl] 
a  very  fine  and  fertile  country,  mostly  belongiDg 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  a{> 
peared  to  the  committee  to  be  necessary  thai 
something  should  be  done  to  increase  the  value  ol 
this  property.  The  trustees  of  that  Territory  re 
quire  protection  from  the  Government,  and  thii 
measure  will  accelerate  its  settlement.  As  thj 
sum  appropriated  was  not  very  great,  he  hopH 
the  bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  this  road  was  of  great  im| 
portance,  from  two,  considerations — the  first,  as  i| 
related  to  the  defence,  and  the  second,  in  regarj 
to  the  population  of  that  part  of  the  country.  ]\ 
ffentlemen  would  recur  to  the  map  of  that  pan  o 
tne  Territory,  they  would  perceive  that  it  woul| 
be  absolutely  impossible  to  succor  St.  Augustin^ 
except  by  water.  The  road  could  be  made  at  i 
small  expense,  and  would  furnish  the  means  (^ 
immediate  defence.  He  thought  the  United  Stat^ 
ou^ht  to  keep  an  eye  on  that  part  of  the  couDtry-i 
it  IS  now  very  weak  and  defenceless.  Withot^ 
this  road,  people  could  not  be  induced  so  speedilj 
to  emigrate  to  that  Territory,  and  its  setilemen 
would  be  retarded. 

Mr.  LowRiE  said  there  were  two  objects  sped 
fied  in  this  bill,  which  the  gentleman  had  m 
touched  upon — the  surveys  or  two  other  routei 
besides  the  one  where  the  road  was  to  be  mad^ 
He  wished  information  on  those  points;  as  thre 
thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  tbe  survey^ 
while  only  twenty  thousand  dollars  was  to  b 
granted  for  making  the  other  road. 

Mr.  Brown,  in  explanation,  remarked  that  ttt 
contemplated  routes,  which  were  to  be  surveyed 
embraced  an  extent  of  six  huudred  miles;  whil 
the  road  to  be  made  was  only  three  hundred 
Those  routes  which  were  to  be  traced  out,  touci 
at  different  pkrts  of  the  Territory,  the  commuoic^ 
tion  with  which  is  highly  important.  J 

Mr.  LowRiE  inquired  of  tne  chairman  of  tq 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  what  data  tb 
committee  had  adopted,  in  estimating  the  expen 
dttures  for  these  purposes. 

Mr.  Brown  said  the  committee  had  before  ihe^ 
the  statements  furnbhed  by  the  delegate  who  re| 
resented  that  Territory  in  the  other  House.  Fro^ 
these,  and  such  information  as  could  be  gain« 
from  the  map  of  that  country,  the  estimates  we^ 
made. 

Mr.  Jackson  did  not  doubt  that  the  approjprii 
tion  provided  in  this  bill,  with  the  labor  ot  ih 
military  force  stationed  in  that  part  of  the  couatr] 
would  be  adequate  to  the  proposed  objects— fa 
said  that,  by  this  means,  a  topographical  view  < 
the  country  through  which  the  roads  were  to  rui 
'Would  be  obtained;  and  the  President  would  n< 
apply  more  money  to  the  purpose  than  should  I 
found  necessary. 
Jdr,  Chanolbr  thought  that  most  be  a  vei 
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atnoTdinuy  country  indeed,  if  twenty  thousand 
Mars  would  make  three  hundred  miles  of  road 
in  it  We  have  been  told  that  the  soldiers  could 
Qot  work  in  that  country.  Mr.  C.  believed  that, 
if  twenty  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  now, 
it  wodd  Dot  be  a  great  while  before  Congress 
woold  be  called  upon,  to  vote  more  money  for 
this  object 

Mr.HouiES,  of  Maine,  could  hardly  believe 

that  S/i]r  or  sixty  dollars  a  mile,  which  was  all  the 

»ffl  mentioDed  in  the  bill  would  amount  to,  would 

besoffieient  to  make  this  road.    He  felt  in  favor 

of  making  a  road  from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augus- 

tiae.  bat  wished  to  know  what  the  real  cost  of 

socb  a  rotd  would  be.    How  much  it  would  cost 

la money,  and  bow  much  labor  the  soldiers  could 

perform.   He  wished  to  know  if  the  committee 

Ud  estimated  the  cost    When  appropriations  are 

to  be  made,  an  estimate  is  generally  required. 

Wbes  a  lighthouse  or  a  pier  is  to  be  built,  the 

coiDiBiitee  is  called  upon  for  an  estimate.    He 

tboaght  the  Government  were  going  too  far  in 

tiustesinesa,  in  making  out  these  two  roads  of 

^haodred  miles  each.    The  distance,  consid- 

emig  the  sinuosities  of  the  road,  might  be  a  great 

^ai  more  than  was  calculated.    If  the  survey  is 

=ude,we  shall  be  called  upon,  some  time  or  other, 

to  nake  the  roads  also.    Mr.  H.  thought  it  would 

be  laocb  better  to  begin  by  making  the  road  from 

PeGsieola  to  St  Augustine ;  they  are  united  un- 

ierone  government,  the  operations  of  which  re- 

quiT!  that  there  should  be  a  communication  be- 

iveeo  the  two  places.   He  was,  therefore,  in  favor 

e  that  part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Elliott  said,  that  he  was  not  surprised 

(bat  geademen  who  came  from  a  part  of  the 

coottiy  where  roads  were  made  in  a  very  different 

j'ljUKr,  should  think  the  sum  mentioned  in  this 

t^i  t4X)  small  for  the  contemplated  purpose.    In 

^i  {art  of  the  country  where  the  roads  must  be 

«tiiered  perfectly  hard,  so  as  to  secure  them  from 

^operaiion  of  the  frost,  the  expense  would,  un- 

^btedly,  be  much  greater.    But,  in  the  section 

^  thb  road  is  to  be  located,  all  that  is  done  is 

Yf^^*^  And  excavate  ditches  by  the  side 

w  the  roid.    There  is  no  need  of  any  great  quan- 

utyof  laaterial.    He  believed  ten  thousand  dol- 

^  voold  be  sufficient  to  fell  the  timber,  and  lay 

^' the  road.    The  moat  important  difficulty  is 

^  swamps  ihroueh  which  the  road  must  pass ; 

4c  Umber  is  rolled  into  them,  as  it  is  cut  down, 

^  Ue  mod  is  filled  in  from  the  ditches.    These 

^oQr  roads.    They  are  not  like  those  in  the 

R  ^^  hence  they  do  not  cost  as  much  money. 

°«belKred  that  twenty  thousand  dollars,  with 

^serrices  of  the  military,  would  be  amply  soffi- 

^^  With  regard  to  the  surveys  to  be  made  for 

w  u^^  ^^h  the  population  of  the  country 

^"  he  greatly  facilitated  by  opening  these  com- 

^xaiions.    They  pass  through  a  wilderness,  in 

jv  *^  Jt  i»  only  necessary  to  fell  the  timber,  and 

woe  who  pass  upon  the  road  will  make  it.    We 

oDtof '^  be  very  important,  as  furnishing 

pportumjei  for  an  army  to  pass  with  celerity. 

I  *"•  A-  thoQght  it  absolutely  necessary,  fox  the 


welfare  of  that  part  of  the  country,  that  this  bill 
should  be  adopted;  the  country  would  then  be 
open  to  the  inspection  of  persons  who  wish  to 
settle  there.  It  is  now  in  a  very  exposed  situa- 
tion ;  it  may  be  called  the  piquet  of  the  Union ; 
and  shall  we  suffer  it  to  remain  defenceless  ?  As 
this  measure  would  furnish  facilities  for  investi- 
gating the  country,  and  means  for  its  defence,  Mr. 
E.  hoped  it  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  he  had  himself  marched 
through  a  considerable  part  of  that  Territory,  and 
was  enabled  to  open  roads  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
miles  a  day.  If  an  army  was  able  to  open  a  road 
at  that  rate,  he  believed  that  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars would  be  a  sufficient  sum  for  this  purpose. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  sufficient,  un- 
less bridges  were  to  be  made  over  the  streams, 
which  he  believed  was  not  intended. 

Mr.  Brown  said  that,  as  the  gentleman  from  . 
Maine  wished  for  estimates,  as  they  were  furnish- 
ed in  regard  to  lighthouses,  d^c,  he  could  inform 
him,  in  relation  to  the  surveys  to  be  made  in 
Florida,  it  was  estimated  that  tney  would  cost  five 
dollars  per  mile ;  that  surveyors  in  that  section  of 
the  country  would  trace  out  roads  at  the  rate  of 
three  dollars  the  mile ;  and  the  committee  calcu- 
lated that  five  dollars  a  mile  would  defray  the 
whole  expense.  The  utility  of  these  surveys,  he 
thought,  was  unquestionable,  as  they  served  as 
guides  to  travellers  who  explore  the  country.  The 
soil  is  so  dry,  and  so  easv  to  be  worked,  that  he 
believed  the  expense  would  not  be  more  than  the 
sum  proposed  in  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  with-    ^ 
out  amendment;  and,  upon  its  passage  to  a  third 
reading,  Mr.  Chandler  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  as  follows : 

YzAS — Messrs.  BsrtoD,  Branch,  Brown,  Eston,  Ed* 
wards  of  Connecticut,  Elliott,  Findlaj,  Gaillard, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  MisBissippi, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Mills,  Parrott,  Ruggles, 
Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas, 
Van  Buren,  Wan,  WUliam»— 18. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf, 
Knight,  Macon,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke— 8. 

So  the  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 


M  ON  OAT,  February  23. 

The  Prbsioent  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  report  of  the  Sec- 
ond Auditor,  relative  to  the  accounts  for  disburse- 
ments in  the  Indian  Department,  for  the  year 
ending  30th  September,  1823 ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affiiirs, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Frbsiobnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  with  the  number^  names,  and 
salaries,  of  the  clerks  employed  in  his  office,  du- 
ring the  year  1823. 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Duane,  late  Ac^utant  General  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  praying  remuneration  for  monigr 
expended,  services  rendered,  and  losses  sustained, 
in  the  service  of  the  Government,    The  memo- 


295 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


296 


Sbnatb. 


JafMS  Ore. 


February,  1824. 


rial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Lewis  A.  Tarascon,  and  others,  praying 
the  opening  of  a  wagon  road  from  the  river  Mis- 
souri, north  of  the  river  Kansas,  to  the  river  Co- 
lombia; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
select  committee  on  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  the  following  reso- 
lutions of  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  viz : 

Beioivedt  by  the  General  Anembly  of  the  State  of 
Jndianat  That  the  reasons  of  the  compact  between 
the  General  Government  and  this  State,  by  which  this 
State  guarantied  an  exemption  from  taxation  of  all 
lands,  for  five  years  from  and  after  the  purchase 
thereof,  purchased  of  the  General  Government  after 
the  first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixteen,  have,  by  the  act  of  Congress  chang- 
ing the  whole  land  system,  totally  ceased. 

Resolved,  That  the  right  of  taxation,  on  the  part  of 
this  State,  from  and  after  the  day  of  sale,  cannot,  by 
any  possibility,  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States. 

Hesolved,  That  oor  Representatives  in  Congress  be 
requested,  and  our  Senators  instructed,  to  use  their 
utmost  exertions  to  obtain  a  repeal,  or  modification,  of 
the  compact  between  the  United  States  and  this  State, 
as  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
Congress,  and  a  copy  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Repreaentatives. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Eaton,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Holden 
W.  Prout,  administrator  of  Joshua  W.  Prout. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Lewis  A. 
Petray  and  Just  Viel,  and  of  Napier,  Rapelye. 
and  Bennett,  made  separate  reports,  accompanied 

5r  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Napier,  Rapelye,  and 
ennett,  and  Petray  and  Viel.  The  reports  and 
bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second 
reading;  and  the  reports  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Elliott,  and  others,  styling  themselves  a  committee 
in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  Beaufort,  South 
Carolina,  protesting  against  the  imposition  of  anv 
additional  duties  on  imports;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Barton  submitted  the  following  motion 
.for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  the  Senate,  what  measures 


have  been  taken  to  procure  and  lay  before  the  Senate, 
at  this  session  of  Congress,  the  originals,  or  copiei,  of 
all  the  contracts  for  surveying  the  public  lands,  mtde 
by  the  Surveyor  General  of  Illinois,  Missouri,  and 
Arkansas,  since  the  first  day  of  January,  1819,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  adopted 
on  the  35th  of  February,  1823 ;  and  at  what  time 
said  contracts,  or  copies  thereof,  will  probably  be  liid 
before  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of  said  resolatioD. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration ;  which  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  rule  be  added  to  the 
rules  of  the  Senate : 

The  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  required,  on  the  final 
vote  on  every  act,  in  the  three  last  days  of  efery 
session. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
JAMES  ORE,  dec. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  sub- 
mitted some  days  since,  that  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  James  Ore.  was  taken 
up.  This  petitioner  holds  a  tract  of  land,  under 
the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  8th  July,  1817, 
with  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  reserving  to 
each  of  the  heads  of  families  residing  on  the  ter- 
ritory ceded  by  that  treaty,  a  life  estate  in  a  tract 
of  six  hundred  acres  of  land,  the  fee  simple  to  go 
to  their  children;  these  titles  to  be  forfeited  in 
case  they  leave  the  land.  The  petitioner  prajrs 
that  the  fee  simple  to  the  land  may  be  vested  m 
him. 

Mr.  Kelly  opposed  the  motion,  on  the  grounds 
that  the  principles  which  had  been  adopted  in  ex- 
tinguishing the  Indian  title  by  purchase,  and  a 
fair  regard  to  the  character  of  contracts,  ought  to 
give  the  fee  simple  to  the  holders  of  the  land,  in- 
stead of  their  descendants ;  that  most  of  the  In- 
dians were  now  so  far  civilized,  as  to  be  compe- 
tent to  take  due  care  of  their  proper tv ;  and  if 
they  should  not  prove  good  neighbors,  their  land 
might  be  bought  from  them,  if  they  were  invested 
with  the  title,  so  far  as  to  be  able  to  dispose  of  it;i 
as  it  stood  at  present,  they  were  compelled  to  re- 
main upon  the  land,  or  to  forfeit  their  title.  He 
was,  therefore,  opposed  to  discharging  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  briefly  supported  the 
motion  to  discharge.  And  the  motion  was  iM 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  more  effectually^  to  provide  for  the  na- 
tional defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  militii 
throuj^hout  the  United  States,  and  providing  foi 
the  discipline  thereof;  the  bill  releasing  to  Johij 
McAlister,  or  the  legal  representatives  of  Johv 
Forbes,  a  certain  tract  of  land ;  and  the  bill^ 
the  relief  of  Samuel  White,  were  severally  rm 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Johnson  wai 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  <*An  act  to  authorize  th^ 
laying  out  and  opening  certain  public  roads  ij 
the  Territory  of  Florida,''  was  read  the  tbin 
time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative! 
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informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
I  faiJI,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  mUitary  serrice  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  1824,"  and  a  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  giv- 
ing the  consent  and  sanction  of  Congress  to  a 
cemifl  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
coscarreace  of  the  Senate. 

AMERICAN  HEMP. 

The  Pbebidexit  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  in  compliance 
with  a  rtfolation  of  the  Senate,  of  the  22d  Jan- 
oarj  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  use  of  American 
hemp  for  cordage,  in  the  naval  service.  The  re- 
Don  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  It  is  as 
fallows: 

Natt  BxpAmTNiKT,  Feb*  13,  1S24. 

dii :  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
tSd  of  Junary  last,  **  that  the  SecraUry  of  the  Navy 
bcK^ctted  to  oommnDicate  to  the  Senate,  so  far  as 
cufat  iscertained  from  the  accounts  in  the  Navy  De- 

Eaent,  the  qnantity  of  cordage  manufactured  from 
p  of  domestic  growth,  which  has  been  used  in  the 
iRnec  of  the  Navy,  ainee  the  year  1813 ;  and  the  rea- 
mu,  if  any,  why  cordage  manufactured  from  domea- 
tic  heap  cannot  be  used  as  advantageously  and  as 
ecsBoaucally  for  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  aa 
nrdife  manniactured  from  imported  hemp,"  I  have 
the  honor  to  encloee  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Navy 
Cuaaiitioners,  dated  27th  January,  1824,  and  one 
te  the  Fourth  Aoditer  of  the  Treasury,  dated  12th 
Febniuy,  1824 ;  and  am, 
Veiy  retpectfuUy,  air,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

8AMU£L  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Hod.  PaisinawT  ov  tbx  Sswats. 

Navt  CoKMissioiraas'  Orvics, 

January  V1^  1824. 

8ii:  Upon  the  sahject  of  the  resolution  of  the  hon- 
«nble  the  Senate  of  the  United  Sutes  of  the  22d  in- 
itntt,  ulUag  lor  inlonnation  as  to  the  *'  quantity  of 
w^ige  manufactured  from  hemp  of  American  growth, 
which  hat  been  used  in  the  aervice  of  the  Navy  aince 
the  jeir  1818,  and  the  reasons,  if  any,  why  cordage 
aua&ctnred  from  American  hemp  cannot  be  used  as 
liTiQUgeoosly  and  as  economically  for  the  Navy  of 
^  l^nitfd  States  aa  cordage  manufactured  from  im- 
pntdhemp,*'  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  have 
the hsBor  to  state: 

That  they  have  do  knowledge  of  any  cordage,  man* 
tiered  from  hemp  of  American  growth,  having 
^0  QNd  in  the  Navy  since  the  establishment  of  the 
^'^;  that,  in  the  contracts  made  by  ihem  for  cord* 
He.  the  J  have  uniformly  introduced  a  stipulation, 
tiading  the  contractors  to  manufacture  the  cordage  of 
^  ^  Roiaian  hemp. 

^  resMAs  which  entitle  Russian  hemp  to  a  pref- 
^'^^uetobe  fonnd  aolely,  it  is  believed,  in  the 
*^*OBtr  of  preparing  it  for  market.  In  its  natural 
stitc  American  hemp  is,  unquestionably,  as  good  as 
^  of  any  other  country;  and  numerous  experiments 
Fo^e  the  fict,  that,  when  prepared  as  Ruasian  hemp 

ij>iitii  faliy  eq|||^  |o  the  beat  Russian  hemp,  and  in- 

^laperior  to  that  generally  imported.    The  Rua- 

«M  arthod  u  called  "  water  rotting ;"  that  practised 

"»{he\JBiud  States  "dew  rotting." 
^^  prepared  by  dew  rotting  has  a  dark  color, 

tod  fre^Qtij  appeara  as  if  it  were  mildewed.     But, 


from  whatever  cause,  or  combination  of  causes,  it  may 
proceed,  universal  experience  has  proved  that  cordage 
made  of  dew-rotted  hemp  is  far  leas  durable  than  that 
made  of  water-rotted  hemp,  particularly  when  uaed 
for  cables ;  although,  when  perfectly  new,  it  may  be 
nearly  as  strong,  and  ia  aometimes  found  to  be  equally 
so.  Hence,  cordage  manufactured  from  American 
hemp  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  be 
used  as  advantageously  and  as  economically  for  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  as  cordage  manufactured 
from  imported  hemp. 

With  a  climate  and  great  extent  of  soil,  admirably 
adapted  to  the  culture  of  hemp,  it  appears  to  be  a 
subject  of  regret  that  our  oountiymen  have  not  fallen 
upon  some  plan  of  preparing  their  hemp  for  uae,  ao  aa 
to  give  it  all  the  advantages  it  naturally  possesses. 
The  commissioners  have  ever  been  desirous  of  intro- 
ducing into  our  Navy  cordage  made  of  hemp  of  our 
own  growth  ;  but  when  they  reflect  that  the  safety  of 
our  ahips,  and  the  lives  of  those  on  board  of  them,  de- 
pend 80  much  upon  the  quality  of  the  cordage  uaed, 
they  cannot  take  upon  themselves  the  responsibility 
of  using  that  which  their  own  and  universal  expe- 
rience have  pronounced  to  be  of  inferior  qualitv. 

The  commissioners  have  heretofore  offered  every 
encouragement  in  their  power,  consistently  with  a  due 
regard  to  economy,  to  the  growers  of  American  hemp, 
to  induce  them  to  adopt  the  Russian  or  some  other 
equally  good  method  of  preparing  their  hemp.  Could 
this  be  effected,  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  would 
then,  in  their  view  of  the  subject,  permit  them  to  in- 
dulge the  disposition,  which  they  will  never  cease  to 
cherish,  to  use  for  the  navy  cordage  manufactured  of 
American  hemp,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  hemp  the 
product  of  any  other  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

JOHN  R0DGER8. 

Hon.  S.  L.  SouTBAan,  See^ry  of  Navy, 

TnsASumr  DavAmTxaaT, 
Fowrth  Audiiar'§  Office,  Feb.  18, 1824. 

Sia :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  31st  ult.,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  requiring  information  relative  to  the 
quantity  of  cordage  manufactured  from  hemp  of  do- 
mestic growth,  since  the  year  1812, 1  have  the  honor 
to  state  that  the  information  cannot  be  accorately  aa- 
certained  from  the  settlements  made  in  this  office. 
It  appears,  however,  that  about  one  hundred  and 
eighty-two  tons  of  Kentucky  yams,  and  cordage  man- 
u&ctured  from  Kentucky  hempen  yama,  have  been 
contracted  for  and  delivered  in  1813  and  1814,  viz : 

One  hundred  tone  cordage,  contracted  for  by  Mat- 
thew L.  Davis,  to  be  manufactured  from  Kentucky 
hempen  yams,  and  delivered  at  New  York  in  1813. 

Fifty  tons  Kentucky  yarns,  contracted  for  by  Rich- 
ard Pindell  and  H.  Clay,  delivered  at  Baltimore 
in  1814. 

Thirty-one  tona  17  ewt.  2 qrs.  27  lbs.  Kentucky  yams, 
contracted  for  and  delivered  at  New  Orleans  in  1813, 
by  W.  GarreL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 

CONSTANT  FRBKMAN, 

Fourth  Auditor. 

Hon.  S.  L.  SouTHAan,  See*ry  of  Navy. 

EBENEZER  OLIVERi  AND  OTHERS. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Oliver, 
and  others,  of  Boston,  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
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eration.  These  petitioners,  as  Directors  of  the 
New  England  Mississippi  Lanl  Company,  claim 
indemnity  for  a  tract  of  land  belonging  to  them ; 
which  indemnity,  to  the  amount  of  about  $130,000, 
was  awarded  to  another  company,  bv  an  error  of 
the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  3d 
March,  1814,  to  adjust  and  determine  upon  the 
(Georgia  land  claims,  f  commonly  called  the  Yazoo 
claims,)  a  considerable  part  of  this  money  having 
since  come  into  the  hands  of  the  Unitea  States, 
to  whom  a  proportion  of  the  claim  of  the  latter 
company  belonged. 

Tnis  error,  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners,  is 
now  an  acknowledge  one ;  they  having  decided 
that,  as  the  endors^  notes  of  hand,  which  were 
ffiven  in  payment  for  said  tract  of  land,  had  not 
been  paid,  the  holders  of  these  notes  retained  a 
lien  upon  the  land  as  security.  The  petitioners 
also  claim  that,  if  it  should  not  appear  proper  to 
the  Government  to  give  them  the  indemnity 
which  they  lost  by  an  error  on  the  part  of  the 
commissioners,  their  releases  may  be  given  up,  and 
they  be  reinstated  in  the  title  which  they  held 
previous  to  the  appointment  of  the  commissioners; 
as  the  act  of  Congress  expressly  provides  that  the 
release,  which  the  petitioners  gave  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, was  not  to  take  effect  until  indemnity 
was  made. 

Mr.  Mills  moved  to  reverse  the  report  of  the 
committee.  He  spoke,  at  consideranle  length, 
in  support  of  the  justice  and  equity  of  this 
claim. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,^  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  siipported  the  report.  He  did 
not  consider  that  the  Government  was  bound,  in 
justice  or  equity,  to  allow  the  claim  now  under 
consideration.  He  believed  it  would  be  highly 
inexpedient  and  impolitic  to  allow  it ;  and  went 
into  a  history  of  the  origin  of  the  claim,  to  sup- 
port his  opinion.  As  the  commissioners  were 
appointed  to  decide /lui^y  upon  all  the  conflicting 
claims  of  this  kind,  according  to  the  best  of  the 
light  and  knowledg:e  which  they  possessed ;  and 
as  this  was  an  error  in  judgment  upon  law  merely, 
he  thought  their  proceedings  could  not  be  openea 
by  Congress  for  the  correction  of  errors.  He  re- 
sisted the  claim  of  the  petitioners  to  be  reinstated 
in  their  former  title  to  the  land,  on  the  ground 
that  the  very  spirit  of  the  law  for  the  appointment 
of  the  commissioners  forbade  it,  as  the  grand  ob- 
ject for  which  that  law  was  passed,  was,  to  quiet 
all  these  conflicting  claims,  and  relieve  the  Gov- 
ernment from  them. 

Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Kelly,  advo- 
cated the  report  of  the  committee ;  and,  without 
deciding  upon  the  question,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  24. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  statements  from 
the  incorporated  banks  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia^howing  the  state  of  their  affairs  on  the  31st 
of  December  last. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  petition  of  Peter 
Trezevant,  formerly  a  purser  in  the  Navy  of  the 


United  States,  praying  an  equitable  settlement  of 
his  accounts ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petition 
of  Benjamin  M.  Belt,  praying  payment  oi  his  ac- 
count, for  materials  and  labor,  m  fitting  up  apart- 
ments in  the  City  Hall,  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  supplement- 
ary to  the  several  acts  providing  for  ascertaining 
and  adiusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the 
St.  Helena  and  Jackson  courthouse  land  districts, 
reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
moved  that  the  Committee  be  discharged  frona  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Cornelius 
Hewson.  This  petitioner  prays  the  allowance  of 
a  pension,  in  consequence  of  wounds  received  by  a 
fall  on  the  ice,  while  engaged  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  forage  for  the  United  States  troops  ;  by 
which,  as  he  states,  he  has  been  disabled  from 
laboring  for  his  support  The  committee  was  ac« 
cordingly  discharged. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Marie  Louise  de  la  Grautrais,  widoiv'  of 
Francois  Gk>nsoulin,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Harpin  de  la 
Gautrais;  and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and 
the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  two  bills  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, brought  up  yesterday  for  concurrence,  were 
severallv  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  year  1824,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Napier,  Rapelye  and 
Bennett,  and  Petray  and  Viel,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  resolution  proposing  an  additional  rule,  for 
conducting  business  m  the  Senate,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  theconsiderationofthe  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  petition 
of  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  others,  together  with  the 
proposed  amendment;  and.  on  motion  by  IVfr. 
Talbot,  the  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Thursday 
next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  requesting  information  relative  to 
contracts  for  surveying  certain  public  lands,  which 
was  requested  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
25th  of  February,  1823,  and  agreed  thereto ;  and 
the  Secretary  was  directed  to  lay  the  same  before 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  ex- 

g>rtation  of  cordage,  manufactured  in  the  United 
tates  from  foreign  hemp ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
D'WoLr,  it  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  or- 
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der  of  the  day  for,  Tuesday,  th€  9th  of  March 

DfXt. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded} as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider 
the  bill  aatfaorizio£  letters  patent  to  be  issued  to 
Samofi  Brown.  This  bill  came  from  the  other 
HoQse,  and  was  reported  bv  the  Judiciary  Com- 
nuti«e  of  the  Senate,  witnout  amendment.  It 
aotkiizes  a  patent  to  be  issued  to  Samuel  Brown. 
for  a  certain  ralaable  invention,  in  which  several 
Aoencaos  are  interested  with  him,  but  which 
canoot  be  patented,  except  by  a  special  act,  in 
toDseqoesce  of  the  inventor  not  having  resided  in 
this  country  the  requisite  number  of  years.  Mr. 
Vix  BuBEH  stated  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
bill  iras  foanded.  It  was  then  reported  to  the 
Sfoate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to  a  third 
read  j  Of. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  (Jom- 
oittee  of  tbe  Whole,  the  bill  in  further  addition 
to  ^An  act  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  natural- 
\umf  and  it  was  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mm  OD  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  proposing  an  amendment 
t)  tbe  Constitution  of  tne  United  States,  as  it  re- 
spects the  choice  of  Representatives  in  the  Con- 
|i«f  of  the  United  States,  and  the  election  of  the 
rttsideDt  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States ; 
tsf^rwith  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
toe  select  committee ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wfiole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal,  in 
part,aa  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  lessen  the  com- 
(KfisatioQ  for  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in 
the  cases  therein  mentioned,"  together  with  the 
aDodments  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee 
DO  the  Judiciary  ;  the  amendments  were  agreed 
^<aDd  the  bill  reported  to  the  House  amended 
iccordlDgly;  and,  the  amendments  beinc;  concur- 
red Id,  they  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  ai\|d  the 
U\  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mut  of  the  WholcL  the  bill  to  enable  the  hold- 
^of  French,  British,  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands 
witiuQ  that  part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  situate 
to  the  eist  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  Island  of 
Nev  Orleans,  which  have  not  been  recognised  as 
^aiid  bf  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
to  i&siitate  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  there- 
<<f;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  postponed  until  to- 
awrroir. 

CLAIM  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  following  Message  was  yesterday  received 
the  PassiDBNT  of  the  Uniteo  States  : 


'^^tkSenaU  and  Houu  of 

^^tpreuntaiivet  of  ike  United  States: 

I  htrevith  transmit  to  GongreBs  certain  documents 
^^  to  a  claim  of  Massachusetts  for  services  ren- 
^  by  the  militia  of  that  State  in  the  late  war,  and 
BV^hich  payment  was  made  by  the  State.  From 
^  ivtieQiar  drcomstances  attending  this  claim,  I 
"^^*  thoQght  it  proper  to  submit  the  subject  to  the 
wnwderjtion  of  Coogiess. 


In  forming  a  jast  estimate  of  this  claim,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  recur  to  the  cause  which  prevented  its 
admission,  or  the  admission  of  any  part  thereof,  at  an 
earlier  day.  It  will  be  recollected,  that,  when  a  call 
was  made  on  the  militia  of  that  State  for  service,  in 
tbe  late  war,  under  an  arrangement  which  was  alike 
applicable  to  the  militia  of  atl  the  States,  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  acts  of  Congress,  the  Executive  of 
Massachusetts  refused  to  comply  with  the  call,  on  the 
principle  that  the  power  vested  in  Congress  by  the 
Constitution,  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions,  was  not  a  complete  power 
for  those  purposes,  but  conditional,  and  dependent  on 
the  consent  of  the  Executives  of  the  several  States 
and,  also,  that,  when  called  into  service,  spch  consent 
being  given,  they  could  not  be  commanded  by  a  regu- 
lar officer  of  the  United  States,  or  other  officer  than 
of  the  militia,  except  by  the  President,  in  person. 
That  this  decision  of  the  Executive  of  Massachusetts 
was  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Un^d 
States,  and  of  dangerous  tendency,  especially  when  it 
is  considered  that  we  were  then  engaged  in  a  war  with 
a  powerful  nation,  for  the  defence  of  our  common 
rights,  was  the  decided  opinion  of  this  Government ; 
and  when  the  period,  at  which  that  decision  was 
formed,  was  considered,  it  being  as  early  fia  the  5th  of 
August,  1812,  immediately  after  the  war  was  declared, 
and  that  it  was  not  relinquished  during  the  war,  it 
was  inferred,  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  decision  of  the  Executive  of  that  State  was 
alike  applicable  to  all  the  services  that  were  rendered 
by  the  militia  of  the  State  during  the  war. 

In  the  correspondence  with  the  Governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, at  that  important  epoch,  and  on  that  very 
interesting  subject,  it  was  announced  to  him,  bjr  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that,  if  the  militia  of  the  State  were 
called  into  service  by  the  Executive  of  the  State,  and 
not  put  under  the  command  of  the  Major  General  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  militia  of  the  other  States 
were,  the  expense  attending  their  service  would  be 
chargeable  to  the  State,  and  not  to  the  United  States. 
It  was  also  stated  to  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  any 
claim  which  the  State  might  have  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  such  expenses,  could  not  be  allowed  by  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  since  it  would  involve 
principles  on  which  that  branch  of  the  Government 
could  not  decide. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a  decision  on  the  claim 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  has  hitherto  been  sus- 
pended, and  it  need  not  be  remarked  that  the  suspen- 
sion has  proceeded  from  a  conviction  that  it  would  be 
improper  to  give  any  sanction  by  its  admission,  or  by 
the  admission  of  any  part  thereof,  either  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  contended  for  bj  the 
then  Executive  of  that  State,  or  to  its  conduct,  at  that 
period,  towards  the  General  Government  and  the 
Union. 

In  January,  1823,  the  Representatives  in  Congress 
from  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  suggested,  by  memo- 
rial, that  the  Constitutional  objection  could  not  apply 
to  a  portion  of  the  claim,  snd  requested  that  the  ac- 
counting officer  of  the  Government  might  be  instruct- 
ed to  audit  and  admit  such  part  as  might  be  free  from 
that  objection.  In  all  cases  where  claims  are  pre- 
sented for  militia  service,  it  is  the  duty  and  the  prac- 
tice of  the  accounting  officer  to  submit  them  to  the 
department  for  instruction  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
claim ;  that  is,  whether  the  service  had  been  rendered 
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by  order  of  the  competent  authority,  or  otherwise, 
under  circumstances  to  justify  the  claim  against  the 
tJnited  States,  admitting  that  the  evidence  in  support 
of  it  should  be  satisfactory.  To  this  request  there  ap- 
peared to  be  no  well-founded  objection,  under  the  re- 
servation, as  to  the  Constitutional  principle,  and  ac- 
cordingly an  order  was  given  to  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  to  proceed  in  auditing  the  claim,  with 
that  reservation. 

In  conformity  with  this  arrangement,  the  Execu- 
tive of  Massachusetts  appointed  two  citizens  of  that 
State,  commissioners  to  attend  to  the  settlement  of 
its  claim,  and  who,  in  execution  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  them,  have  presented  to  the  accounting  officer  of 
the  Treasury  that  portion,  comprehending  the  services 
of  the  fifth  division  of  the  militia  of  the  State,  which 
has  been  audited  and  reported  for  consideration,  sub- 
ject to  the  objection  above  stated.  I  have  eiamined 
this  report,  with  the  documents  presented  by  the  com- 
missioners, and  am  of  opinion  that  the  services  ren- 
deired  by  that  division  were  spontaneous,  patriotic, 
anQ  proper,  necessary  for  self-defence,  to  repel,  in 
some  instances,  actual  invasion,  and  in  others,  by 
adequate  preparation,  invasions  that  were  menaced. 
The  commissioners  of  the  State  having  intimated  that 
pther  portions  of  service  stood  on  similar  ground,  the 
accounting  officer  has  been  instructed,  in  auditing  the 
whole,  to  do  it  in  such  manner  as  to  enable  the  De- 
partment to  show  distinctly  under  what  circumstances 
^ach  portion  of  service  was  rendered — whether  volun- 
tary, called  out  by  invasion,  or  the  menace  of  invasion, 
or  by  public  authority ;  and  in  such  case,  whether  the 
militia  rendering  such  service  was  placed  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  or  retained  under  that 
of  the  State. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state,  that  the  Exe- 
cutive of  Massachusetts  has  disclaimed  the  principle 
which  was  maintained  by  the  former  Executive,  and 
that,  in  this  disclaimer,  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture have  concurred.  By  this  renunciation,  tha  State 
Ib  placed  on  the  same  ground,  in  this  respect,  with 
the  other  States,  and  this  very  distressing  anomaly  in 
our  system  is  removed.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
great  body  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  Massachusetts  are 
as  firmly  devoted  to  our  Union,  and  to  the  free  repub- 
lican principlee  of  our  Oovernment,  as  our  fellow- 
citizens  of  the  other  States.  Of  this  important  truth, 
their  conduct  in  every  stage  of  our  Revolutionary 
struggle,  and  in  many  other  emergencies,  bears  ample 
testimony ;  and,  I  add,  with  profound  interest  and  a 
thorough  conviction,  that,  although  the  difficulty  ad- 
yerted  to,  in  the  late  war,  with  their  Executive,  ex- 
cited equal  surprise  and  regret,  it  was  not  believed  to 
extend  to  them.  There  never  was  a.  moment  when 
.the  confidence  of  the  Government  in  the  great  body 
of  our  fellow-citizens  of  that  State*  was  impaired ;  nor 
is  a  doubt  entertained  that  they  were  at  all  times  wil- 
ling and  ready  to  support  their  rights,  and  to  repel  an 
invasion  by  the  enemy. 

The  commissioners  of  Massachusetts  have  urged, 
in  compliance  with  their  instructions,  the  payment  of 
so  much  of  their  claim  as  applies  to  the  services  ren- 
dered by  the  fifth  division,  which  have  been  audited, 
and  I  should  have  no  hesitation  in  admitting  it,  if  I 
did  not  think,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
that  the  claim,  in  all  its  parts,  was  cognizable  by  Con- 
gress alone.  The  period  at  which  the  Constitutional 
jiifficulty  was  raised,  by  the  Executive  of  the  State, 
was  in  the  highest  degree  important,  as  was  the  ten- 


dency of  the  principle  for  which  it  contended,  and 
which  was  adhered  to  during  the  war.    The  public 
mind  throughout  the  Union  was  much  excited  bj  that 
occurrence,  and  great  solicitude  was  felt  as  to  ita  con- 
sequences.    The  Executive  of  the  United  States  wai    i 
bound  to  maintain,  and  did  maintain,  a  juat  conatrac- 
tion  of  the  Constitution  ;  in  doing  which,  it  lb  grati-    > 
fying  to  recollect  that  the  most  friendly  feelinga  were    i 
cherished  towards  their  brethren  of  that  State.    The   i 
Executive  of  the  State  was  warned,  in  the  correa-    t 
pondenco  which  then  took  place,  of  the  light  in  which 
its  conduct  was  viewed,  and  of  the  effect  it  would 
have,  so  far  as  related  to  the  right  of  tbe  Executive  of 
the  United  States,  on  any  claim  which  might  afterwardt 
be  presented  by  the  State  to  compensation  for  aach 
services.     Under  these  circumstances,  tbe  power  of  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States  to  settle  any  portion 
of  this  claim,  seems  to  be  precluded.    It  seems  proper, 
also,  that  thia  claim  should  be  decided,  on  full  inves- 
tigation, before  the  public,  that  the  principle  on  which 
it  is  decided  may  be  thoroughly  understood  by  oor 
fellow-citizens  of  every  State,  which  can  be  done  bj 
Congress  alone ;  who  alone,  also,  possess  the  power 
to  pass  the  laws  which  may  be  necessary  to  carry  auch 
decisioif  into  effect. 

In  submitting  this  subject  to  the  calm  and  enlight- 
ened judgment  of  Congress,  I  do  it  with  peculiar  aatis- 
faction,  from  a  knowledge  that  you  are  now  placed, 
by  the  course  of  events,  in  a  situation  which  will  en- 
able you  to  adopt  such  measures,  as  will  not  only 
comport  with  the  sound  principles  of  our  Government, 
but,  likewise,  be  conducive  to  other  the  highest  interests 
of  our  Union.  By  tbe  renunciation  of  the  principle 
maintained  by  the  then  Executive  of  Masaachusetta, 
as  has  been  done  by  its  present  Executive  and  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  most  formal  man- 
ner, and  in  accord  with  the  sentiments  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  the  Constitution  ia  restored,  in  a 
very  important  feature— that  connected  with  tbe  pub- 
lic defence ;  and  in  the  most  important  branch,  that 
of  the  militia,  to  its  native  strength.  It  is  gratifying 
to  know,  that  this  renunciation  has  been  produced  by 
the  regular,  orderly,  and  pacific  operation  of  our  Re- 
publican system,  whereby  those  who  were  in  the  right 
at  the  moment  of  difficulty,  and  who  sustained  tbe  Gov- 
ernment with  great  firmness,  have  gained  daily  strength 
until  this  result  was  accomplished.  The  points  on 
which  you  will  have  to  decide,  are,  what  ia  fairly  due 
for  the  services  which  were  actually  rendered  ?  By  what 
means  shall  we  contribute  most  to  cement  the  Union, 
and  give  the  greatest  support  to  our  most  excellent 
Constitution  ?  In  seeking  each  object  separately  we 
are  led  to  the  same  result.  All  that  can  be  claimed 
by  our  fellow-citizens  of  Maasachusetts  is,  that  the 
Constitutional  objection  be  waived,  and  that  they  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  with  their  brethren  in  the 
other  States — that,  regarding  the  services  rendered 
by  the  militia  of  other  States,  for  which  compensation 
has  been  made,  giving  to  the  rule  tbe  most  liberal 
construction,  like  compensation  be  made  for  similar 
services  rendered  by  the  militia  of  that  StaU. 

I  have  been  led  to  conclude,  on  great  consideration, 
that  the  principles  of  justice,  as  well  as  a  due  regard 
for  the  great  interests  of  our  Union,  require  that  this 
claim,  in  the  extent  proposed,  should  be  acceded  to. 
Easential  service  was  rendered,  in  the  late  war,  by 
the  militia  of  Massachusetts,  and  with  the  most  patri- 
otic motives.  It  seems  just,  therefore,  that  they  should 
be  compensated  for  such  services,  in  like  manner  with 
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the  mifitia  of  the  other  States,  The  Constitutional 
&ka\tj  did  not  originate  with  them,  and  has  now 
been  rtaoved.  It  oomports  with  our  system  to  look 
to  the  lernos  rendered,  and  to  the  intention  with 
which  it  was  tendered,  and  to  award  the  compensa- 
tioo  tcoordioglj,  especially  as  it  may  now  be  done 
withoQtthe  saoiifice  of  principle.  The  motive,  in  this 
isitioee,  ii  the  stronger,  because  well  satisfied  I  am, 
that,  bj  so  doing,  we  shall  give  the  most  effectual 
foppon  to  oar  republican  institutions.  No  latent  cause 
of  dimstoit  will  be  left  behind.  The  great  body  of 
the  people  will  be  gratified ;  and  even  those  who  now 
Knin,  who  were  then  in  error,  cannot  fail  to  see, 
vitb  ioterett  snd  satisfaction,  this  distressing  occur- 
reoce  thuf  happily  terminated.  I  therefore  consider 
it  Bj  datj  to  recommend  it  to  Congress  to  make  pro- 
viiioB  ioT  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  Massachusetts, 
fer  KfTkeo  rendered  in  the  late  war  by  the  militia  of 
the  State,  in  ccmformity  with  the  rules  which  have 
gsvtroed  in  the  lettlement  of  the  claims  for  services 
nsJcred  bj  the  militia  of  the  other  Sutes. 

JAME8  MONROE. 
WiiflnsTox,  Fe6.  28,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed k  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  sappiementary  to 
'Aq  act  to  perfect  certain  locations  and  sales  of 
pabiic  lands  in  Missoari,"  passed  April  26, 1822 ; 
aiui,  iu>  amendmrat  having  been  made  thereto,  it 
va^  reported  to  the  House ;  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time. 

IMPAISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

Tbe  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
tbe  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt. 

After  some  remarks  on  the  subject,  from  Messrs. 
Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  Barbour,  and  John- 
Sds,  of  Kentucky,  the  further  consideration  of  it 
^5  poitpoQed  till  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  February  25. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee  on 

i^JfldidtTy,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to 

^Tide  for  the  security  of  public  money  in  the 

»&ds  of  clerks  of  courts,  attorneys^  and  marshals, 

and  tbeir  deputies,  reported  it,  with  an  amend- 
meni 

Oq  mouoD  of  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
PeDsions  vere  discharged  from  the  consideration 
oniie  petition  of  George  Greer. 

jIt.Mills  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
>&)i  Nathaniel  Hooper,  merchants,  of  Marblehead. 
Paying  indemnification  for  spoliations  committed 
«  tbcir  commerce,  by  the  public  and  prirate 
»naed  Tessds  of  France,  between  the  years  1793 
wd  1800.  The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  ue  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  hill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal,  in  part,  an 
^t^eotitleil  *An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation 
'J^^^rshaU,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  the  cases 
ui«?m  mentioned,"  was  read  the  third  time,  as 
ameftded,  and  passed. 

f  he  \h11  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled ''An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  letters 
patent  to  Samuel  Brown,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
'&d  passed. 


The  bill  supplementary  to  "An  act  to  perfect 
certain  locations  and  sales  of  the  public  lands  in 
Missouri,"  passed  April  26,  1822,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  the  consent 
and  sanction  of  Congress  to  a  certain  act  of  the 
Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Don  Har- 
pin  de  la  Grautrais  was  read  tbe  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  biU,  entitled 
"An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  district 
court  at  Mobile,  in  the  district  of  Alabama," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  McIlvaine,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  a  report,  upon  the  petition  of  Captain 
Thomas  Staniford,  late  Paymaster  in  the  United 
States  Army,  who  prays  to  be  relieved  from  a 
judgment  given  against  him,  in  favor  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  his  docu- 
ments by  fire.  The  committee  report  a  bill  for 
his  reliet;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

FRANCIS  H£ND£R80N,  Juv. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour  the  Senate,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee,  for  the 
relief  of  Francis  Henderson,  jun.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  this  bill  grants  a  certain  sum  of  money 
to  Mr.  Henderson,  who  is  the  grandson  of  the  late 
Colonel  John  Laurens,  for  diplomatic  and  military 
services  rendered  to  the  country  by  his  srana- 
father.  Mr.  B.  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting a  proviso,  requiring,  previous  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money^  a  full  relinquishment  of  all 
claims  for  these  services  on  the  part  of  Francis  and 
Frances  E.  Henderson,  the  father  and  mother  of 
the  person  for  whose  relief  the  bill  is  drawn.  Upon 
the  question  to  amend,  the  merits  of  the  bill  itself 
were  fully  discussed. 

Mr.  Lanman  called  for  the  reading  of  certain 
documents,  showing  the  compensation  which  had 
already  been  made  to  Colonel  Laurens,  and  his 
family.  Messrs.  Barbour,  Mills,  and  Macon, 
advocated  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Chandler,  Tay- 
lor, of  Virginia,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Lanman, 
I  Smith,  Bell,  and  Kelly,  opposed  it. 

The  bill  was  supported  on  the  grounds  that  the 
claim  was  one  of  strict  justice — that  the  money 
was  actually  due  for  military  services  rendered  by 
Colonel  Laurens,  and  for  outfits,  which  ought  to 
have  been  allowed  him  in  his  diplomatic  charac- 
ter, when  appointed  a  special  Minister  to  France; 
and  that  the  objection  made  to  paying  the  money 
to  the  grandson,  instead  of  the  daughter  of  Colo- 
nel Laurens,  would  be  obviated  by  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment,  requiring  the  sanction  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Henderson  previous  tp  the  payment  ot 
the  money. 


It  was  objected  against  the  passage  of  the  bill, 

,  although  he  had  rendered 


'  that  Colonel  Laurens, 
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hi|[h  and  valuable  services  to  the  country,  had  re- 
ceived all  the  compensation  that  he  had  wished  or 
expected  for  those  services;  that  the  length  of 
time  which  had  elapsed  ought  to  be  considered  as 
a  bar  to  all  such  claims;  and  that,  if  the  claim 
were  allowed  at  all,  the  money  should  be  paid  to 
the  daughter,  and  not  to  the  grandson  of  Colonel 
Laurens. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Barbour 
was  carried.  He  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in 
the  bill  for  the  amount  to  be  granted  with  ^'97,- 
542  41."  This  motion  was  rejected — 14  yeas,  23 
nays.  Considering  this  last  vote  as  decisive  of 
the  fete  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Barbodr  moved  its  indefi- 
nite postponement,  which  was  carried  without  op- 
position. 


Tbdrsoay,  February  26. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Moses  Atkinson,  and  others,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition  of  Peter 
Charles  L'Enfant,  praying  compensation  for  his 
services  in  surveying  and  locating  the  City  of 
Washington,  and  for  making  a  map  thereof.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition  of  Martin  Lin- 
coln and  Ann  F.  Humphreys,  presenting  an  equi- 
table settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  late  Gen. 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  and  Gen.  David  Humphreys, 
for  services  rendered  as  commissioners  in  negoti- 
ating a  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians,  in  the  year 
1789.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  gave  notice  that  he 
would,  on  Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  settlement  of  certain  pecuniary  claims 
against  the  United  States. ' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  motion  of  the  13th  inst.,  to  instruct  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  certain  modifications  of  the 
Judiciary  act  of  1789 ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  their 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter 
the  times  of  holding  the  district  court  at  Mobile, 
in  the  district  of  Alabama,"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas  Slan- 
iford  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  names,  number, 
and  salaries,  of  the  clerks  employed  in  his  office 
during  the  year  1823. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  Johnston,  late  purser  of  the 
United  States  shin  Constitution,  in  behalf  of 
himself,  and  the  omcers  and  crew  of  said  ship, 
praying  that  the  proceeds  of  certaid  vessels,  cap- 
tured by  that  ship  in  the  year  1805,  mav  be  paid 
to  the  captors.  The  petition  was  reaa,  ana  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

The  following  Message  was  read,  received  yes- 1 


terday,  from   the   President  of   tbe  United 
States : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.- 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  which  commuoicates  all  the  information  in  pos- 
■eeaion  of  the  Department,  which  was  called  for  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2l8t  of  January,  1834. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

FaaauAar  24,  1824. 

EBENEZER  OLIVER,  AND  OTHERS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  adverse 
to  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  others,  of 
Boston,  Directors  of  the  New  England  Mississippi 
Land  Company.  A  long  discussion  ensued  upon 
the  merits  of  tne  claim.  The  question  was  upon 
the  motion  made,  at  that  time,  by  Mr.  Mills,  to 
reverse  the  report  of  the  committee.  This  moiion 
was  supported  by  Messrs.  Lloyd,  of  Massachu- 
setts, Lanman,  Seymour,  Talbot,  and  Mills, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Van  Boren,  Kelly,  and 
Holmes,  of  Maine.  The  question  was  then  taken, 
and  the  Senate  refused  to  reverse  the  report,  by  a 
vote  of  22  to  20,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Barton,  Beli,  Clayton,  D' Wolf.  Ea- 
ton, Hayne,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Loui- 
siana, King  of  N.  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  MarviiDd, 
Lloyd  of  Masaachutetta,  McIWaine,  Mills,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Seymour,  Talbot,  and  Van  Dyke. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbonr,  Branch,  Brown,  Chin- 
dler,  Bickerson,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Miisissippi, 
Jackson,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Ruggles,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Ward. 

Whereupon,  in  concurrence  with  said  report, 
it  was  resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petiuoners 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Friday,  February  27. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mills,  the  Committee  on 
the  Dibtrict  of  Columbia  were  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Peter  Charles 
L'Enfant,  and  it  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  PhiiadeJ- 
phia,  remonstrating  against  the  passing  of  the 
bill,  now  before  Congress,  to  impose  additioaal 
duties  on  imports. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Philip  Tut' 
chett  and  others,  of  G.  Persico  and  others,  oi 
William  Mayall  and  others,  of  Enos  Ellis  and 
others,  of  Andrew  Young  and  others,  and  c^ 
George  Myers  and  others,  all  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  severally  praying  tha| 
the  duties  on  imports  may  be  increased. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Henry  Moort 
and  others,  of  Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania 
praying  the  imposition  of  additional  duties  oi 
imported  iron,  and  on  the  manufactures  thereof 
The  said  memorials  were  read,  and  severally  it 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Mai^ 
ufactures. 

Mr.   Seymour  presented  the  memorial  of  i 
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Hesshaw,  praying  indemnification  for  depreda- 
tioDs  commuted  on  his  property  by  the  public  and 
private  armed  vessels  of  France,  between  the 
yean  1793  and  1800.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Eaton ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  peti- 
tioQ  of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer;  and 
It  WIS  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt, 
together  with  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Viif  Bdren;  and,  oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Mills,  it 
was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
QQfaTorable  to  the  petition  of  Moses  Atkinson, 
and  others,  was  read  for  consideration.  These 
petitioners  prav  that  they  be  indemnified  for  losses 
sustained  by  tne  destruction  of  the  ship  Adams, 
<i«stro?ed  at  Castine,  durine  the  late  war,  at  the 
lime  that  place  was  invested  by  the  enemy.  The 
Jfport  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  more  effectual  de- 
fence of  the  country,  by  the  organization  of  the 
militia,  was  taken  up,  and  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  a  week  from  next 
MoDdajr. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  the 
o«Mte,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded 
g  consider  the  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  French, 
British,  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands  within  that 
I^rt  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  situate  to  the  east 
w  tie  Mississippi  river  and  island  of  New  Or- 
•eaos.  which  have  not  been  recognised  as  valid  by 
tB«  GoTemment  of  the  United  States,  to  institute 
Proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof. 

Mr.  Yin  Bdren  moved  an  amendment  to  con- 
one  ihe  operation  of  the  law  to  such  claims  as 
oaje  been  reported  to  the  Government  and  laid 
hefofe  Congress,  which  was  a^eed  to.  He  also 
popoed  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  requiring  that, 
m  ail  claims  amounting  to  one  thousand  acres, 

hu^  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States 
^aiJ  be  furnished  with  copies  of  the  proceedings 
9Q  snch  claims,  in  the  District  Court  in  which 
%  ire  to  be  decided,  in  order  that  an  appeal 
tuf  be  made,  if  thought  proper,  when  the  decis- 
'CB^  are  against  the  United  States,  to  the  Su- 
preme Court 

This  amendment  was  objected  to  by  Messrs. 
^owftiE  and  Lanman,  and  supported  by  the 
^^^«  and  Messrs.  Chandler  and  Holmes. 
«*'•  JoHHsoN,  of  Louisiana,  explained  the  provis- 
ions of  the  bill.  He  stated  that  there  would  be 
itoat  three  hnndred  and  sixty  claims  to  be  deci- 
^^  nnder  this  act,  involving  about  a  million  of 
acr«iof  ijjjj^    The  new  section,  proposed  by  Mr. 

VAS  BcaEx  was  agreed  to.  The  bill  was  then 
reported  to  the  Senate,  as  amended ;  and,  on  mo- 
tl?\f  J  ^^^"80N,  of  Louisiana,  was  postponed 
«>  Monday  next,  and  made  the  order  ofthat  day. 


MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, makine  apnropriations  for  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1824,  with- 
out amendment.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the 
Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
Bbanch  in  the  chair,  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Smith  said  it  would  be  perceived  that  this 
bill  provided  for  but  paYt  of  the  military  expendi- 
tures for  the  year,  and  for  that  part  which  it  was 
highly  important  should  be  acted  upon  immedi- 
ately. As  the  bill  had  been  fully  investigated  by 
committees  of  both  Houses,  he  presumed  that  no 
further  explanation,  on  his  part,  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  ot  the 
bill  which  provides  an  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Military 
Academy,  at  West  Point,  at  a  sum  not  exceeding 
ten  thousand  dollars ;  upon  which  farm  there  is  a 
public  house. 

Mr.  Chanoler  was  in  favor  of  striking  out  the 
clause  alluded  to.  He  thought  it  would  be  of  no 
great  use  to  purchase  this  farm,  with  the  public 
house  upon  it,  when  another  tavern  could  be 
erected  immediately  at  some  other  place. 

Mr.  LowBiE  said  he  had  hitherto  entertained 
tl^e  opinion  that  the  discipline  at  the  Military 
Academy  was  such  as  not  to  require  atiy  appro- 
priation like  this:  but,  since  he  had  examined  into 
the  statement  of  its  situation,  in  relation  to  this 
tavern,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  pur- 
chasing the  farm.  It  had  been  stated  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  location  of  this  public  bouse 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  institution,  the  students  ob- 
tained liquor,  which  was  introduced  into  the  bar- 
racks, against  the  rules  of  the  Academy.  He 
considered  the  onlv  question  to  be,  whether  a 
great  nuisance  should  be  removed,  at  the  expense 
of  ten  thousand  dollars.  The  Senate  would  re- 
collect that  great  sums  of  money  had  been  ex- 
pended upon  this  seminary:  and  if,  by  the  appro- 
priation of  ten  thousand  dollars,  a  gpreat  evil  could 
be  removed  from  it,  he  thoujg[ht  it  important  that 
it  should  be  done.  The  object  was  incalculably 
greater  than  the  expenditure  proposed.  He  had 
much  rather  that  tne  police  of  the  institution 
should  have  been  such  as  to  restrain  all  impropri- 
eties of  this  kind :  but  perhaps  it  was  not  possible 
to  restrain  them.  He  understood  the  regulations 
were  as  good  as  they  could  be.  He  called  for  the 
reading  of  a  letter,  upon  this  subject,  from  the 
Supermtendent  of  the  Academy. 

Mr.  Macon  believed  that  there  was  not  a  school, 
an  academy,  or  an  institution  for  the  instruction 
of  youth,  m  the  United  States,  where  similar 
evils  were  not  to  be  found.  These  public  houses, 
he  said,  were  scattered  about  the  country  in  every 
direction ;  and  the  expense  would  be  immense  if 
the  Government  was  to  purchase  them  all,  to  pre- 
vent their  injurious  effects  unon  our  youth.  He 
thought  there  was  another  objection  to  this  pur- 
chase—the Government  could  not  exercise  an- 
thority  over  the  land  without  the  consent  of  the 
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Militia,  re|x>rCed  a  bill  more  effectuallj  to  proTide 
for  the  national  defence,  br  establishing  an  uni- 
form militia  throughout  the  United  States,  and 
providing  for  the  discipline  thereof;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  ChaAes  Oliyer  Devezin. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Abra- 
ham L.  Pennock,  and  others,  and  of  Samuel  D. 
Franks,  and  others,  seTerally  praying  that  addi- 
tional duties  may  be  imposed  on  imported  iron, 
and  the  manufactures  thereof;  which  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Ken- 
tucky district ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment 
of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  by  the  pur- 
chasers ^of  public  lands;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  con- 
firming claims  to  lots  in  the  town  of  Mobile; 
which  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Yenable  and 
Jane  Morgan ;  and  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  providing  for  ascertaining  and  ad- 

I'usting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  m  the  St. 
lelena  and  Jackson  Courthouse  land  districts, 
were  severally  read  the  second  time :  and  the  last 
mentioned  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the 
petition  of  Ebenezer  Oliver  and  others;  and  it 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  progeeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Oba- 
diah  Jones ;  and  it  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  petition  of  Andrew 
Low  and  others,  of  Savannah,  praying  to  be  re- 
leased from  the  payment  of  certain  custom-house 
bonds ;  which  was  readt  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  petition  of 
John  S.  Stiles,  executor  of  George  Stiles ;  and  it 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Henry 
M.  Johnson ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Finance 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reprinting  the 
annual  Treasury  reports ;  and  agreed  thereto. 


AMA8A  8TET80N. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mi. 
Stetson  was  a  deputy  Commissarv  General,  a; 
Boston,  during  the  late  war.  He  claims  to  be  re- 
imbursed moneys  which  he  advanced,  as  interest, 
for  the  Government,  for  purchases  made  und^r 
positive  orders ;  losses  which  he  sustained  on  Trea- 
sury notes  paid  to  him  for  advances  which  be  had 
actually  made  in  specie;  and  for  extensive  and 
responsible  services  performed,  which  did  not  come 
within  the  requisite  duties  of  his  office.  For  all 
these  different  items  he  claims  about  $12,000. 
The  committee  report  that,  in  their  opinion,  of  Mr. 
Stetson  ought  to  be  allowed  ''the  sum  of  9^,031 49. 
beins;  for  interest  paid  by  him  for  money  loaoed 
for  the  use  of  the  Government ;"  and  that  "ihey 
believe  that  no  more  than  justice  will  be  doDe 
him,  by  granting  him  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
an  issuing  commissarv,  for  three  yean  and  three 
months  and  one  third  of  a  month,  amountiogto 
$3,615  67."  The  bill,  therefore,  proposes  to  pay 
him  95,700  16. 

Mr.  Mills  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  wu& 
instructions  so  to  modify  it  as  to  make  proriMoc 
for  allowing  the  whole  amount  claimed  by  the  pe- 
tition, and  followed  his  motion  with  anargumeot 
to  show  the  equity  and  reasonableness  of  Uie 
whole  claim  of  the  petitioner. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  debate  of  much 
length,  on  the  merits  of  the  case;  in  which  Mr 
RcGOLES  (chairman  of  the  Committee  of  ClaiBu] 
opposed  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  and  >os^ 
tained  the  report  of  the  committee ;  and  Messrs 
HoLMBs,  of  Maine,  and  Mills,  maintained  tbt 
opposite  side  of  the  question,  and  urging  in  hi 
behalf  facts,  hiehly  creditable  to  the  patrioii^u 
and  disinterestedness  of  the  official  conduct  of  tht 
petitioner.  Mr.  T  ay  lob,  of  Virginia,  made  somt 
remarks  on  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  rea 
facts  of  such  cases,  by  the  Senate,  and  adverse  u 
the  claims  set  up  by  the  petitioner.  Messrs.  L^n 
MAN,  Lloyo,  of  Massacnusets,  and  Lovr&i^&l^ 
advocated  the  claim  to  a  greater  or  less  extenj 
To  all  these  gentlemen  Mr.  Rdgoles  replied,  an 
the  Question  being  taken  on  the  recommumento 
the  bill,  it  was  carried — yeas  22,  nays  15;  all 
after  some  further  discussion,  on  thepartof  Mes8i{ 
Smith,  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  D'WoLF,Rr< 
0LE8,  Mills,  and  others,  as  to  the  precise  natuj 
of  the  instructions  to  go  to  the  committee,     j 

The  Senate  went  into  consideration  of  £x£i 
tive  business,  and  soon  after  adjourned. 


Thctrsoay,  February  19. 

The  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  district  a 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  Kentucky  disti 
and  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  extinguishmei 
the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  by  the  pan 
ers  of  public  lands ;  were  severally  read  tb< 
cond  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committei 
Pensions  were  discharged  from  the  consideral 
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of  the  petitions  of  Moses  Wing,  of  Israel  R.  Pot- 
ter, and  Eleanor  Tansey. 

On  motion,  br  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  were  cfischarged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  Cornelius  Huson,  and,  on  his  mo- 
tfoD,  the  said  motion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
JumoBnlle  de  Viilier  bad  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition  and  papers,  presented  at  the  first  session 
of  the  Seventeen  tb  Congress. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Roich,  junior,  and  others,  merchants,  of  New  Bed- 
ford, praying  indemnification  for  depredations 
committed  on  their  commerce  by  the  public  and 
private  armed  vessels  of  France,  between  the 
mn  1793  and  1800.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tbiis. 

The  Senate  resunied  the  consideration  of  the 
reffflftof  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the 
petiiioDof  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  others;  and  it 
jras  postponed  to,  aad  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
ififurmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
amendmenu  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^Aq  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settle- 
ment of  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of 
Fiorida/  with  amendments ;  in  which  they  re- 
qoest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

TheSenate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
awjts  of  the  Hoase  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendments  to  the  last  mentioned  bill,  and  con- 
curred therein. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of 
goid  and  silver  bullion,  specie  and  jewels,  and 
carrying  of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit  the  receipt 
ofmerehaadise,  in  the  public  vessels  o!  the  United 
states ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

OBADIAH  JONES. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  re- 
pent of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  unfavorable  to 
the  petition  of  Obadiah  Jones.  The  petitioner,  a 
teceirer  of  public  moneys,  in  Alabama,  prays 
toat  he  mtf  be  indemnified  for  the  loss  of  $495, 
beiosfing  to  the  Gk>vernment,  which  was  stolen 
&om  bim,  and  for  which  he  has  been  required  to 
*^eoant 

Mr.  Kmo,  of  Alabama,  opposed  the  report  of 
(be  CQDfflittee.  He  stated  the  circumstances  under 
^BKhthe  robbery  was  committed,  to  show  that 
the  loss  dij  not  arise  from  any  negligence  of  the 
P^tHJoBefj  who  sustains,  as  Mr.  K.  stated,  a  hi^h 
charaeta*  for  integrity,  and  vigilance  in  tAe  duties 
of  his  office. 

Mr.  RuQGLEB  supported  the  report  of  the  com- 
mtuee,  on  the  ground  that,  in  this  instance,  the 
loa  had  occurred  from  the  want  of  proper  care 
and  Vt^Unce  in  keeping  the  public  money  3  that 
Jhe  petitioQer  receives  a  salary  which  compensates 
him  for  aQ  the  risks  he  incurs ;  and  that  there 
Was  not  sQficient  proof  of  his  loss. 

Some  father  temarka  were  mdde  by  Meftrs. 
I8tk  Com.  1st  Sbsai^IO 


Van  Dyke,  Chandler,  Smith,  Mills,  Kellt, 
Bell,  and  Noble. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  moved  that  the  report 
be  recommitted,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
to  the  petitioner  the  sum  of  $495,  on  proof  being 
adduced,  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  Secretary,  that 
the  money  was  in  fact  stolen,  without  fault  on 
the  part  of  the  petitioner.  Mr.  K.  supported,  and 
Mr.  RuGGLES  opposed,  this  motion.  It  was  re- 
jected ;  and  the  report  of  the  committee  was  then 
agreed  to. 


Friday,,  February  20. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Postmaster  General,  with  a  list  of  the  unpro- 
ductive post  roads,  for  the  year  1823.  The  report 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  showing  the  pay- 
ments made  at  tlie  Treasury  for  the  discharge 
of  miscellaneous  claims,  during  the  year  1823; 
the  contracts  and  purchases  made  by  collectors, 
for  the  revenue  service,  during  the  year  1822 ;  the 
expenditures,  on  account  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men, during  the  year  1822 ;  and  the  contracts 
made,  relative  to  oil,  lighthouses,  beacons,  buoys^ 
stakeages,  d^c. 

Mr.  Talbot  communicated  the  remonstrance 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  against  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  case  of  Green,  and  others,  against  Biddle,  al 
the  last  term,  declaring  the  act  of  that  State,  of 
the  27th  February,  1797,  concerning  occupying 
claimants  of  land,  and  the  act  amendatory  there- 
of, passed  31st  January,  1812.  to  be  unconstitu* 
tional  and  void  ;  representing  the  principle  therein 
proclaimed  as  an  infringement  01  the  sovereignty 
of  the  State ;  and  requesting  their  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress  to  use  their  best  ex- 
ertions to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  requiring 
the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  judges  of 
that  court,  in  all  cases  involving  the  validity  of  a 
law  of  any  Stare,  or  an  increase  of  the  number 
of  the  judges.  The  remonstrance  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Branch  presented  the  memorial  of  David 
Wallace,  senior,  praying  indemnification  for  de- 
predations committed  on  his  property  by  the  pub- 
lic and  private  armed  vessels  of  France,  between 
the  years  1793  and  1800.  The  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  RuGGLEB,  from  the  Committee  on  Clainas. 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the  reliet 
of  Arnasa  Stetson,  with  instructions  to  make  a 
further  allowance  for  interest,  reported  the  same, 
with  an  amendment.  The  committee  propose 
an  additional  section,  allowing  a  further  sum  of 
about  two  thousand  nve  hundred  dollars,  for  iit* 
terest  on  moneys  advanced,  &c, 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  recommitted,  with  instruc- 
tiona,  the  petition  of  John  Forbes  and  Co.,  and  of 
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John  McAlister,  reported  a  bill  releasiDg  to  John 
McAHster,  or  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Forbes,  a  certain  tract  of  land ;  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Seymour  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  ^'An 
act  to  amend  the  ordinance  and  acts  of  Congress 
for  the  goTernment  of  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, and  for  other  purposes ;"  which  was  twice 
read,  b^  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  White, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Samuel  White.  The  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  was  taken 
up  for  consideration,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
This  bill  proposes  to  allow  Mr.  Johnson,  who  was 
a  paymaster  in  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  during 
the  late  war,  a  credit  in  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts with  the  Government,  for  moneys  paid 
for  rations,  more  than  was  allowed  by  the  law 
fixing  the  price  of  rations.  After  a  few  remarks 
by  Messrs.  Talbot,  Chanuler,  Smith,  Wil- 
liams, and  Jackson,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  without  amendment^  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  ex- 
planatory of  an  act  confirming  claims  to  lots  in 
the  town  of  Mobile,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  James  Ore, 
the  said  motion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for 
the  better  security  of  public  moneys  in  the  hands 
of  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys;  and^  after  some 
discussion  by  Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Mills, 
and  Van  Dyke,  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  was 
taken  up.  Mr.  Van  Hdren  proposed  two  new 
sections,  as  substitutes  for  the  first  and  fourth  sec- 
tions of  the  bill.  The  amendments  were  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  the  whole  subject  was  post- 
poned till  Monday  next,  and  made  the  order  of 
that  day. 

ROADS  IN   FLORIDA. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  ^*An  act  to  authorize  the 
laying  out  and  opening  certain  public  roads  in 
the  Territory  of  Florida." 

The  bill  proposes  an  appropriation  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  road 
from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine,  and  three  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  purpose  of  surveying  routes 
for  two  other  roads  intersecting  said  Territory  at 
different  points. 

Mr.  Brown  stated  that  the  distance  over  which 
the  road  was  proposed  to  be  made,  was  about 


thre^  hundred  miles ;  and  the  dif  tance  to  be  sur- 
veyed for  the  two  other  roads  would  be  about 
six  hundred  miles.  It  was  of  ereat  inaportance 
to  have  a  communication  opened  along  the  coast 
of  that  Territory.  The  inhabitants,  living  under 
the  same  governnoent,  were  widely  separated  from 
each  other.  The  proposed  road  will  pass  through 
a  very  fine  and  fertile  country,  mostly  beloDgiog 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Ii  ap- 
peared to  the  committee  to  be  necessary  that 
something  should  be  done  to  increase  the  value  of 
this  property.  The  trustees  of  that  Territory  re- 
quire protection  from  the  Government,  and  ihis 
measure  will  accelerate  its  settlement  As  the 
sum  appropriated  was  not  very  great,  he  hoped 
the  bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  this  road  was  of  great  im- 
portance, from  two«  considerations — the  first,  as  ii 
related  to  the  defence,  and  the  second,  in  regard 
to  the  population  of  that  part  of  the  country.  If 
ffentlemen  would  recur  to  the  map  of  that  part  of 
the  Territory,  they  would  perceive  that  it  would 
be  absolutely  impossible  to  succor  St.  Augustiut 
except  by  water.  The  road  could  be  made  si  a 
small  expense,  and  would  furnish  the  means  of 
immediate  defence.  He  thought  the  United  Suies 
ou^ht  to  keep  an  eye  on  that  part  of  the  coantr)-- 
it  IS  now  very  weak  and  defencdess.  Without 
this  road,  people  could  not  be  induced  so  speedily 
to  emigrate  to  that  Territory,  and  its  setilemenl 
would  M  retarded. 

Mr.  LowRiE  said  there  were  two  objects  speci- 
fied in  this  bill,  which  the  eentleman  had  ool 
touched  upon — the  surveys  of  two  other  routes. 
besides  the  one  where  the  road  was  to  be  madei 
He  wished  information  on  those  points;  as  thrH 
thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  surveys 
while  only  twenty  thousand  dollars  was  to  b 
granted  for  making  the  other  road. 

Mr.  Brown,  in  explanation,  remarked  that  tbi 
contemplated  routes,  which  were  to  be  surreyed 
embraced  an  extent  of  six  huudred  miles;  whil 
the  road  to  be  made  was  only  three  hundred 
Those  routes  which  were  to  be  traced  oat,  tottc 
at  different  pkrts  of  the  Territory,  the  communici 
tion  with  wnich  is  highly  important. 

Mr.  LowRifi  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  tl 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  what  dau  (1 
committee  had  adopted,  in  estimating  the  expei 
ditures  for  these  purposes. 

Mr.  Brown  said  the  committee  bad  before  the 
the  statements  furnished  by  the  delegate  who  re 
resented  that  Territory  in  the  other  House.  Fro 
these,  and  such  information  as  could  be  gain 
from  the  map  of  that  country,  the  e^itimates  w< 
made. 

Mr.  Jackson  did  not  doubt  that  the  appropr 
tion  provided  in  this  bill,  with  the  labor  of  I 
military  force  stationed  in  that  part  of  the  coudi 
would  be  adequate  to  the  proposed  objects-^ 
said  that,  by  this  means^  a  topographical  vle\^ 
the  country  through  which  the  roads  were  to  i| 
*  would  be  obtained ;  and  the  President  would  ] 
apply  more  money  to  the  purpose  than  shouli^ 
found  necessary. 

Ids,  Chandler  thought  that  most  be  a  i 
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extnordinary  country  indeed,  if  twenty  thousand 
dollars  would  make  three  hundred  miles  of  road 
io  it  We  hare  been  told  that  the  soldiers  could 
not  work  in  that  country.  Mr.  C.  believed  that, 
if  twenty  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  now, 
it  wodd  not  be  a  great  while  before  Congress 
would  be  called  upon,  to  vote  more  money  for 
this  object. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  could  hardly  believe 
that  fifty  or  sixty  dollars  a  mile,  which  was  all  the 
sum  meotioned  in  the  bill  would  amount  to,  would 
be  safficieot  to  make  this  road.  He  felt  in  favor 
of  makiog  a  road  from  Pensacola  to  St.  Angus* 
line,  but  wished  to  know  what  the  real  cost  of 
uch  a  road  would  be.  How  much  it  would  cost 
in  money,  and  how  much  labor  the  soldiers  could 
perfona.  He  wished  to  know  if  the  committee 
bad  estitnated  the  cost.  When  appropriations  are 
to  be  made,  an  estimate  is  generally  required. 
Whefi  a  lighthouse  or  a  pier  is  to  be  built,  the 
cotomittee  is  called  upon  for  an  estimate.  He 
thought  the  Giovemmeot  were  going  too  far  in 
this  business,  in  making  out  these  two  roads  of 
three  hundred  miles  each.  The  distance,  consid- 
ffiog  the  sinuosities  of  the  road,  might  be  a  great 
^eal  more  than  was  calculated.  If  the  survey  is 
made,  we  shall  be  called  upon,  some  time  or  other, 
to  make  the  roads  also.  Mr.  H.  thought  it  would 
be  much  better  to  begin  by  making  the  road  from 
Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine ;  they  are  united  un- 
der one  goremment,  the  operations  of  which  re- 
quire that  diere  should  be  a  communication  be- 
tween the  two  places.  He  was,  therefore,  in  favor 
of  ibat  part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  £luott  said,  that  he  was  not  surprised 
that  gendemen  who  came  from  a  part  of  the 
country  where  roads  were  made  in  a  very  different 
nuiioer,  should  think  the  sum  mentioned  in  this 
oiil  too  small  for  the  contemplated  purpose.  In 
uat  part  of  the  country  where  the  roads  must  be 
^dered  perfectly  hard,  so  as  to  secure  them  from 
Reoperation  of  the  frost,  the  expense  would,  un- 
^btedly,  be  much  greater.  But.  in  the  section 
VBcte  this  road  is  to  oe  located,  all  that  is  done  is 
to  fell  the  trees,  and  excavate  ditches  by  the  side 
of  the  road.  There  is  no  need  of  any  great  quan- 
tity of  material.  He  believed  ten  tnousand  dol- 
lars would  be  sufficient  to  fell  the  timber,  and  lay 
flot  the  road.  The  most  important  difficulty  is 
Uie  swamps  through  which  the  road  must  pass ; 
^timber  is  rolled  into  them,  as  it  is  cut  down, 
^  tke  mod  is  filled  in  from  the  ditches.  These 
vtQorfogjs,  They  are  not  like  those  in  the 
^^uui  hence  they  do  not  cost  as  much  money. 
^ebdiered  that  twenty  thousand  dollars,  with 
^'^^serrices  of  the  military,  would  be  amply  suffi- 
^^°t.  \^iii^  regard  to  the  surveys  to  be  made  for 
t^e  aher  roads,  the  population  of  the  country 
VtioJd  be  greatly  facilitated  by  opening  these  com- 
ttnnjcatiooa.  They  pass  through  a  wilderness,  in 
^^i(h  it  is  only  necessary  to  fell  the  timber,  and 
tnosewbo  pass  upon  the  road  will  make  it.  We 
MTe  o&ly  10  xnaLtk  out  the  way.  In  the  event  of 
war,  it  woQiji  be  very  important,  as  furnishing 
^portaniiiej  for  an  army  to  pass  with  celerity. 
^-  E.  thooght  it  abaoltttely  necessary,  for  the 


welfare  of  that  part  of  the  country,  that  this  bill 
should  be  adopted;  the  country  would  then  be 
open  to  the  inspection  of  persons  who  wish  to 
settle  there.  It  is  now  in  a  very  exposed  situa- 
tion I  it  may  be  called  the  piquet  of  the  Union ; 
and  shall  we  suffer  it  to  remain  defenceless  ?  As 
this  measure  would  furnish  facilities  for  investi- 

fating  the  country,  and  means  for  its  defence,  Mr. 
J.  hoped  it  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  he  had  himself  marched 
through  a  considerable  part  of  that  Territory,  and 
was  enabled  to  open  roads  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
miles  a  day.  If  an  army  was  able  to  open  a  road 
at  that  rate,  he  believed  that  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars would  be  a  sufficient  sum  for  this  purpose. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  sufficient,  un- 
less bridges  were  to  be  made  over  the  streams, 
which  he  believed  was  not  intended. 

Mr.  Brown  said  that,  as  the  gentleman  from  , 
Maine  wished  for  estimates,  as  they  were  furnish- 
eJ  in  regard  to  lighthouses,  dbc,  he  could  inform 
him,  in  relation  to  the  survevs  to  be  made  in 
Florida,  it  was  estimated  that  tney  would  cost  five 
dollars  per  mile ;  that  surveyors  in  that  section  of 
the  country  would  trace  out  roads  at  the  rate  of 
three  dollars  the  mile ;  and  the  committee  calcu- 
lated that  five  dollars  a  mile  would  defray  the 
whole  expense.  The  utility  of  these  surveys,  he 
thought,  was  unquestionable,  as  they  served  as 
guides  to  travellers  who  explore  the  country.  The 
soil  is  so  dry,  and  so  easv  to  be  worked,  that  he 
believed  the  expense  would  not  be  more  than  the 
sum  proposed  in  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  with-    ^ 
out  amendment;  and,  upon  its  passage  to  a  third 
reading,  Mr.  Cbandler  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Barton,  Branch,  Brown,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards of  Connecticut,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Mills,  Parrott,  Haggles, 
Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas, 
Van  Buren,  Ware,  Witliami^l8. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf, 
Knight,  Macon,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke-^. 

So  the  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 


MoNOAY,  February  23. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  report  or  the  Sec- 
ond Auditor,  relative  to  the  accounts  for  disburse- 
ment9  in  the  Indian  Department,  for  the  year 
ending  30th  September,  1823 ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  Greneral,  with  the  number^  names,  and 
salaries,  of  the  clerks  employed  in  his  office,  du- 
ring the  year  1823. 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Duane,  late  Adjutant  General  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  praying  remuneration  for  montj 
expended,  services  rendered,  and  losses  sustained, 
in  the  service  of  the  Government.    The  memo- 
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rial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affaire. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Lewis  A.  Tarascon,  and  others,  praying 
the  opening  of  a  wagon  road  from  the  river  Mis- 
souri, north  of  the  river  Kansas,  to  the  river  Co- 
lumbia; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
select  committee  on  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  the  following  reso- 
lutions of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  viz : 

Resoivedf  by  the  General  MMcmbly  of  the  Slate  of 
Indianat  That  the  reasons  of  the  compact  between 
the  General  Government  and  this  State,  by  which  this 
State  guarantied  an  exemption  from  taxation  of  all 
landa,  for  five  years  from  and  after  the  purchase 
thereof,  parchaaed  of  the  General  Government  after 
the  first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixteen,  have,  by  the  act  of  Congress  chang- 
ing the  whole  land  system,  totally  ceased. 

Resolved,  That  the  right  of  taxation,  on  the  part  of 
this  State,  from  and  after  the  day  of  sale,  cannot,  by 
any  possibility,  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States. 

Resolved,  That  oar  Representatives  in  Congress  be 
requested,  and  our  Senators  instructed,  to  use  their 
utmost  exertions  to  obtain  a  repeal,  or  modification,  of 
the  compact  between  the  United  States  and  this  State, 
as  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
Congress,  and  a  copy  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatives. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  RnoGLEB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Eaton,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Holden 
W.  Prout,  administrator  of  Joshua  W.  Prout. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Lewis  A. 
Petray  and  Just  Viel,  and  of  Napier,  Rapelye, 
and  Bennett,  made  separate  reports,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Napier,  Rapelye,  and 
Bennett,  and  Petray  and  Viel.  The  reports  and 
bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second 
reading;  and  the  reports  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Hatne  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Elliott,  and  others,  styling  themselves  a  committee 
in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  Beaufort,  South 
Carolina,  protesting  against  the  imposition  of  anv 
additional  duties  on  imports ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Babton  submitted  the  following  motion 
.for  consideration : 

Rtsohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  the  Senate,  what  measures 


have  been  taken  to  procure  and  lay  before  the  Senate, 
at  this  session  of  Congress,  the  originals,  or  copies,  of 
all  the  contracts  for  surveying  the  public  lands,  made 
by  the  Surveyor  General  of  Illinois,  Miasoari,  and 
Arkansas,  since  the  first  day  of  January,  1819,  ia 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  adopted 
on  the  35th  of  February,  1823;  and  at  what  time 
said  contracts,  or  copies  thereof,  will  probably  be  laid 
before  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of  said  resolution. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  folio ving 
motion  for  consideration }  which  was  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  rule  be  added  to  the 
rules  of  the  Senate : 

The  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  required,  on  the  final 
vote  on  every  act,  in  the  three  last  days  ofeveiy 


The  resolution  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
JAMES  ORE,  Sk. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  sub- 
mitted some  days  since,  that  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  be  discharged  from  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  James  Or&  was  taken 
up.  This  petitioner  holds  a  tract  of  land,  under 
the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  8th  July,  1817, 
with  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  reserving  to 
each  of  the  heads  of  families  residing  on  the  ter^ 
ritory  ceded  by  that  treaty,  a  life  estate  in  a  tract 
of  six  hundred  acres  of  land,  the  fee  simple  to  ^ 
to  their  children ;  these  titles  to  be  forfeited  id 
case  they  leave  the  land.  The  petitioner  prays 
that  the  fee  simple  to  the  land  may  be  vested  in 
him. 

Mr.  Kelly  opposed  the  motion,  on  the  ground^ 
that  the  principles  which  had  been  adopted  in  ej\ 
tinguishing  the  Indian  title  by  purchase,  and  I 
fair  regard  to  the  character  of  contracts,  ought  t< 
give  the  fee  simple  to  the  holders  of  the  land,  inj 
stead  of  their  descendants;  that  most  of  the  Ini 
dians  were  now  so  far  civilized,  as  to  be  comp^ 
tent  to  take  due  care  of  their  property ;  and  I 
they  should  not  prove  good  neighbors,  their  lan^ 
might  be  bought  from  them,  if  uiey  were  investd 
with  the  title,  so  far  as  to  be  able  to  dispose  of  it 
as  it  stood  at  present,  they  were  compelled  to  t^ 
main  upon  the  land,  or  to  forfeit  their  title.  H 
was,  therefore,  opposed  to  discharging  the  Con^ 
mittee. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  briefly  supported  th 
motion  to  discharge.  And  the  motion  was  tbei 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  more  eflectually  to  provide  for  the  jui 
tional  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  militj 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  providing  f< 
the  discipline  thereof;  the  bill  releasing  to  Joli 
McAlister,  or  the  legal  representatives  of  Job 
Forbes,  a  certain  tract  of  land ;  and  the  bill  fj 
the  relief  of  Samuel  White,  were  severally  rd 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Johnson  wi 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  tl 
laying  out  and  opening  certain  public  roads  ! 
the  Territory  of  Florida,"  was  read  the  thil 
time,  and  passed. 
I     A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatit 


297 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


298 


FlBAUAKT)  1824. 


American  Hemp, 


Sbmatb. 


idbrmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  I 
a  biJl,  eotitled  "An  act  naaking  approprmtions 
for  the  militaiT  service  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  1824/'  and  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  giv- 
ing the  consent  and  sanction  of  Congress  to  a 
certiiD  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Ter- 
ritoTf  of  Florida,"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
coacurreoce  of  the  Senate. 

AMERICAN  HEMP. 

The  PaEsinENT  communicated  a  report  fiom 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  22d  Jan- 
oaiy  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  use  of  American 
hemp  for  cordage,  in  the  naval  service.  The  re- 
port was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  It  is  as 
Mows; 

Natt  BxpAmTMSHT,  Feb.  IS,  1S34. 

Sib  :  Id  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
SSd  of  Jannary  last,  **  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
be  ie<)oefted  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  so  far  as 
ctn  be  ucertained  from  the  accounts  in  the  Navy  ]>e- 
pvtscnt,  the  quantity  of  cordage  manufactured  from 
iKnp  of  domeatie  growth,  which  has  been  used  in  the 
Mxrice  of  the  NsTy,  since  the  year  1812 ;  and  the  rea* 
•uu,  if  any,  why  cordage  manufactured  from  domes- 
tic hemp  cannot  be  used  aa  advantageously  and  as 
eoonoBiieaUy  for  the  NaTy  of  the  United  States  as 
cordige  oanu&ctured  from  imported  hemp,"  I  have 
the  liQBor  to  encJoae  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Navy 
CooBUMiDBers,  dated  27th  January,  1624,  and  one 
from  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  dated  ISth 
Februaiy,  1824;  and  am, 

^e7  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hoo.  PaisiDBjrr  or  thx  Sxitats. 

Natt  CoKMissioarxas'  Ofvicx, 

January  27y  1824. 

Sii:  Upon  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the  hon- 
oobie  the  Senate  of  the  United  Sutes  of  the  22d  in- 
itut,  calliog  lor  information  as  to  the  *'  quantity  of 
cw^t{e  manufactured  from  hemp  of  American  growth, 
whieh  has  been  used  in  the  service  of  the  Navy  since 
^  jeer  1812,  and  the  raaaons,  if  any,  why  cordage 
mino&ctured  from  American  hemp  cannot  be  used  as 
s^vsotageoosly  and  as  economically  for  the  Navy  of 
^  Tailed  States  as  cordage  manufactured  from  im- 
ported hemp,"  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  have 
the  hoBor  to  state : 

TiM  they  have  no  knowledge  of  any  cordage,  man- 
n^tared  from  hemp  of  American  growth,  having 
bfen  Hied  in  the  Navy  aince  the  establishment  of  the 
botfd ;  that,  in  the  contracts  made  by  them  for  cord- 
H^f  they  have  uniformly  introduced  a  stipulation, 
Hafing  the  contractors  to  manufacture  the  cordage  of 
^^  Russian  hemp. 

^  reasons  which  entitle  Russian  hemp  to  a  pref- 
^''^  ire  to  be  found  solely,  it  is  believed,  in  the 
"'■Batr  of  preparing  it  for  market.  In  its  natural 
■^  American  hemp  is,  unquestionably,  as  good  as 
tlttt  of  any  other  country;  and  numerous  eiperiments 
F^c  Uie  fact,  that,  when  prepared  as  Russian  hemp 
^  '^  is  folly  equal  to  the  heat  Russian  hemp,  and  in- 
^aoperior  to  that  generally  imported.  The  Rus- 
staa  acihod  ia  called  **  water  rotting  ;"  that  practised 
m  the  Vatted  Sutes  "  dew  rotting." 

flonp  prepared  by  dew  rotting  has  a  dark  color, 
and  freqocatly  appears  as  if  it  were  mildewed.     But, 


from  whatever  cause,  or  oombination  of  causes,  it  may 
proceed,  universal  experience  haa  proved  that  cordage 
made  of  dew-rotted  hemp  is  far  less  durable  than  that 
made  of  water-rotted  hemp,  particularly  when  used 
for  cables ;  although,  when  perfectly  new,  it  may  be 
nearly  aa  strong,  and  is  sometimes  found  to  be  equally 
so.  Hence,  cordage  manufactured  from  American 
hemp  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  be 
used  ss  advantageously  and  as  economically  for  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  as  cordage  manufactured 
from  imported  hemp. 

With  a  climate  and  great  extent  of  aoU,  admirably 
adapted  to  the  culture  of  hemp,  it  appears  to  be  a 
aubject  of  regret  that  our  countrymen  have  not  fallen 
upon  some  plan  of  preparing  their  hemp  for  uae,  so  aa 
to  give  it  all  the  advantages  it  naturally  possesses. 
The  commissioners  have  ever  been  desirous  of  intro- 
ducing into  our  Navy  cordage  made  of  hemp  of  our 
own  growth  ;  but  when  they  reflect  that  the  safety  of 
our  ships,  and  the  lives  of  those  on  board  of  them,  de- 
pend ao  much  upon  the  quality  of  the  cordage  used, 
they  cannot  take  upon  themselves  the  responsibility 
of  using  that  which  their  own  and  univeraal  expe- 
rience have  pronounced  to  be  of  inferior  qualitv. 

The  eommiasioners  have  heretofore  offered  every 
encouragement  in  their  power,  conaistently  with  a  due 
regard  to  economy,  to  the  growers  of  Amerioan  hemp, 
to  induce  them  to  adopt  the  Russian  or  some  other 
equally  good  method  of  preparing  their  hemp.  Could 
this  be  effected,  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  would 
then,  in  their  view  of  the  subject,  permit  them  to  in- 
dulge the  disposition,  which  they  will  never  cease  to 
cherish,  to  use  for  the  navy  cordage  manufactured  of 
American  hemp,  to  the  entire  exdusion  of  hemp  the 
product  of  any  other  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ifcc 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Hon.  S.  L.  SovTBAmn,  See*ry  of  Navy, 

TaiASumr  DaPAaTMsxT, 
Fourth  Auditor'e  Office,  Feb.  18, 1824. 

Sia :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  31st  ulL,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  requiring  information  relative  to  the 
quantity  of  cordage  manufactured  from  hemp  of  do- 
mestic grovrth,  since  the  year  1812, 1  have  the  honor 
to  state  that  the  information  cannot  be  accurately  aa- 
certained  from  the  aottlements  made  in  this  office. 
It  appears,  however,  that  about  one  hundred  and 
eighty-two  tons  of  Kentucky  yams,  and  cordage  man- 
ufactured from  Kentucky  hempen  yarna,  have  been 
contracted  for  and  delivered  in  1613  and  1814,  viz : 

One  hundred  tons  cordage,  contracted  for  by  Mat- 
thew L.  Davia,  to  be  manufactured  from  Kentucky 
hempen  yarns,  and  delivered  at  New  York  in  1813. 

Fifty  tons  Kentucky  yarns,  contracted  for  by  Rich- 
ard Pindell  and  H.  Clay,  delivered  at  Baltimore 
in  1814. 

Thirty-one  tons  17ewt.  2qrs.  27  lbs.  Kentucky  yams, 
contracted  for  and  delivered  at  New  Orleans  in  1813, 
by  W.  GarreL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

CONSTANT  FREEMAN, 

Fourth  Auditor. 

Hon.  S.  L.  SouTHAan,  Sec*ry  of  Navy, 

EBENEZER  OLIVER,  AND  OTHERS. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Bbenezer  Oliver, 
and  others,  of  Boston,  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
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eration.  These  petitioners,  as  Directors  of  the 
New  England  Mississippi  Lanl  Company,  claim 
indemnity  for  a  tract  of  land  helonsing  to  them ; 
which  indemnity,  to  the  amount  of  about  $130,000, 
was  awarded  to  another  company,  bv  an  error  of 
the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  3d 
March,  1814,  to  adjust  and  determine  upon  the 
(Georgia  land  claims,  ^commonly  called  the  Yazoo 
claims,)  a  consideraUe  part  of  this  money  having 
since  come  into  the  hands  of  the  United  States, 
to  whom  a  proportion  of  the  claim  of  the  latter 
company  belonged. 

Tnis  error,  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners,  is 
now  an  acknowledge  one ;  they  having  decided 
that,  as  the  endorsed  notes  of  hand,  which  were 

fiven  in  pavment  for  said  tract  of  land,  had  not 
een  paid,  the  holders  of  these  notes  retained  a 
lien  upon  the  land  as  security.  The  petitioners 
also  claim  that,  if  it  should  not  appear  proper  to 
the  Government  to  give  them  the  indemnity 
which  they  lost  by  an  error  on  the  part  of  the 
commissioners,  their  releases  may  be  given  up,  and 
they  be  reinstated  in  the  title  which  they  held 
previous  to  the  appointment  of  the  commissioners; 
as  the  act  of  Congress  expressly  provides  that  the 
release,  which  the  petitioners  gave  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, was  not  to  take  effect  until  indemnity 
was  made. 

Mr.  Mills  moved  to  reverse  the  report  of  the 
committee.  He  spoke,  at  consideraole  length, 
in  support  of  the  justice  and  equity  of  this 
claim. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,.  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  supported  the  report.  He  did 
not  consider  that  the  Government  was  bound,  in 
justice  or  equity,  to  allow  the  claim  now  under 
consideration.  He  believed  it  would  be  highly 
inexpedient  and  impolitic  to  allow  it;  and  went 
into  a  history  of  the  origin  of  the  claim,  to  sup- 
port his  opinion.  As  the  commissioners  were 
appointed  to  decide /lui^y  upon  all  the  conflicting 
cuims  of  this  kind,  according  to  the  best  of  the 
light  and  knowledg^je  which  they  possessed ;  and 
as  this  was  an  error  in  judgment  upon  law  merely, 
he  thought  their  proceedings  could  not  be  opened 
by  Congress  for  the  correction  of  errors.  He  re- 
sisted the  claim  of  the  petitioners  to  be  reinstated 
in  their  former  title  to  the  land,  on  the  ground 
that  the  very  spirit  of  the  law  for  the  appointment 
of  the  commissioners  forbade  it,  as  the  grand  ob- 
ject for  which  that  law  was  passed,  was,  to  quiet 
all  these  conflicting  claims,  and  relieve  the  Gov- 
ernment from  them. 

Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Kelly,  advo- 
cated the  report  of  the  committee ;  and,  without 
deciding  upon  the  question,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  24. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  statements  from 
the  incorporated  banks  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia^showing  the  state  of  their  affairs  on  the  31st 
of  December  last. 

Mr.  Haynb  presented  the  petition  of  Peter 
Trezevant,  formerly  a  purser  in  the  Navy  of  the 


United  States,  praying  an  equitable  settlement  of 
his  accounts ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented  theDetition 
of  Benjamin  M.  Belt,  praying  payment  ot  his  ac- 
count, for  materials  and  labor,  m  fitting  up  apart- 
ments in  the  City  Hall,  for  the  accommodatioQ 
of  the  circuit  court  of  toe  District  of  Columbia; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  supplement- 
ary to  the  several  acts  providing  for  ascertaining 
and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the 
St.  Helena  and  Jackson  courthouse  land  districts, 
reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
moved  that  the  Committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Cornelius 
Hewson.  This  petitioner  prays  the  allowance  of 
a  pension,  in  consequence  of  wounds  received  by  a 
fall  on  the  ice,  while  engaged  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  forage  for  the  United  States  troops;  by 
which,  as  he  states,  he  has  been  disabled  fiom 
laboring  for  his  support  The  committee  was  ac- 
cordingly  discharged. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Marie  Louise  de  la  Grautrais,  widow  of 
Francois  Gk>nsoulin,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Harpin  de  la 
Gautrais ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and 
the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  two  bills  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, brought  up  yesterday  for  concurrence,  were 
severally  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  ye^r  1824,"  was  read  the  second  time,  bf 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Napier,  Rapelye  and 
Bennett,  and  Petray  and  Viel,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  resolution  proposing  an  additional  rule,  for 
conducting  business  in  the  Senate,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  petitioi^ 
of  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  others,  together  with  the 
proposed  amendment;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr^ 
Talbot,  the  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Thursday 
next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  requesting  information  relative  ^ 
contracts  for  surveying  certain  public  lands,  whicl 
was  requested  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  thj 
25th  of  February,  1823,  and  agreed  thereto ;  an< 
the  Secretary  was  directed  to  lay  the  same  befoi] 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  th 
Whole,  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  ei 
portation  of  cordage,  manufactured  in  the  Unitei 
States  from  foreign  hemp ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mj 
D'Wolf,  it  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  o\ 
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der  of  the  day  for,  Tuesday,  th€  9th  of  March 
next 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded, ts  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider 
the  bill  aathoriziofi' letters  patent  to  be  issued  to 
Samuel  Brown.  This  bill  came  from  the  other 
HoQse,  ud  was  reported  bv  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  witnout  amendment.  It 
aathoriza  a  patent  to  be  issued  to  Samuel  Brown. 
for  a  cerfain  valuable  iuYention,  in  which  several 
Americans  are  interested  with  him,  but  which 
caiioot  be  patented,  except  by  a  special  act,  in 
coDseqaence  of  the  inventor  not  having  resided  in 
this  eountry  the  requisite  number  of  years.  Mr. 
Yix  BuBEH  stated  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
bill  was  founded.  It  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  in  further  addition 
to  *'An  act  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  natural- 
ization;'" and  it  was  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee OQ  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  proposing  an  amendment 
:o  the  Constitution  of  tne  United  States,  as  it  re- 
spects the  choice  of  Representatives  in  the  Con- 
fess of  the  United  States,  and  the  election  of  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States ; 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal,  in 
part,  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  lessen  the  com- 
pensatioo  for  marshals,  clerks,  and  attornevs,  in 
the  cases  therein  mentioned,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee 
on  the  Jodiciary  ;  the  amendments  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  reported  to  the  House  amended 
accordingly;  and,  the  amendments  beine  concur- 
red in,  they  were  ordered  to  be  engrossea,  ai\jd  the 
bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  enable  the  hold- 
en  of  French,  British,  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands 
within  that  part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  situate 
to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  Island  of 
New  Orleans,  which  have  not  been  recognised  as 
faiid  bf  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
to  institate  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  there- 
of; and,  on  motion,  it  was  postponed  until  to- 
wnow. 

CLAIM  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  following  Message  was  yesterday  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  tkt  Senate  and  Hou$e  of 

Repreuntativt$  of  ike  United  Statee: 

I  herewith  tranimit  to  CongreBs  certain  docaments 
flitting  to  &  ebdm  of  Manachusetts  for  serrices  ren- 
dtnd  by  the  militia  of  that  State  in  the  late  war,  and 
for^kieh  payment  was  made  by  the  State.  From 
the  puucalar  drcnmstances  attending  this  claim,  I 
have  ihenf  hi  it  proper  to  submit  the  subject  to  the 
coDfidentkm  of  Congress. 


In  forming  a  jast  estimate  of  this  claim,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  recur  to  the  cause  which  prevented  its 
admission,  or  the  admission  of  any  part  thereof,  at  an 
earlier  day.  It  will  be  recollected,  that,  when  a  call 
was  made  on  the  militia  of  that  State  for  service,  in 
the  late  war,  under  an  arrangement  which  was  alike 
applicable  to  the  militia  of  all  the  States,  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  acts  of  Congress,  the  Executive  oi 
Massachusetts  refused  to  comply  with  the  call,  on  the 
principle  that  the  power  vested  in  Congress  by  the 
Constitution,  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions,  was  not  a  complete  power 
for  those  purposes,  but  conditional,  and  dependent  on 
the  consent  of  the  Executives  of  the  several  States 
and,  also,  that,  when  called  into  service,  s^cb  consent 
being  given,  they  could  not  be  commanded  by  a  regu- 
lar officer  of  the  United  States,  or  other  officer  than 
of  the  militia,  except  by  the  President,  in  person. 
That  this  decision  of  the  Executive  of  Massachusetts 
was  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Un^d 
States,  and  of  dangerous  tendency,  especially  when  it 
is  considered  that  we  were  then  engaged  in  a  war  with 
a  powerful  nation,  for  the  defence  of  our  common 
rights,  was  the  decided  opinion  of  this  Government ; 
and  when  the  period,  at  which  that  decision  was 
formed,  was  considered,  it  being  as  early  as  the  5th  of 
August,  1812,  immediately  after  the  war  was  declared, 
and  that  it  was  not  relinquished  during  the  war,  it 
was  inferred,  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  decision  of  the  Executive  of  that  State  was 
alike  applicable  to  all  the  services  that  were  rendered 
by  the  militia  of  the  State  during  the  war. 

In  the  correspondence  with  the  Governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, at  that  important  epoch,  and  on  that  very 
interesting  subject,  it  was  announced  to  him,  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that,  if  the  militia  of  the  State  were 
called  into  service  by  the  Executive  of  the  State,  and 
not  put  under  the  command  of  the  Major  General  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  militia  of  the  other  States 
were,  the  expense  sttending  their  service  would  be 
chargeable  to  the  State,  and  not  to  the  United  States. 
It  was  also  stated  to  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  any 
claim  which  the  State  might  have  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  such  expenses,  could  not  be  allowed  by  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  since  it  would  involve 
principles  on  which  that  branch  of  the  Government 
could  not  decide. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a  decision  on  the  claim 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  has  hitherto  been  sus- 
pended, and  it  need  not  be  remarked  that  the  suspen- 
sion has  proceeded  from  a  conviction  that  it  would  be 
improper  to  give  any  sanction  by  its  admission,  or  by 
the  admission  of  any  part  thereof,  either  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  contended  for  by  the 
then  Executive  of  that  State,  or  to  its  conduct,  at  that 
period,  towards  the  General  Government  and  the 
Union. 

In  January,  1823,  the  RepresenUtives  in  Congress 
from  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  suggested,  by  memo- 
rial, that  the  Constitutional  objection  could  not  apply 
to  a  portion  of  the  claim,  and  requested  that  the  ac- 
counting officer  of  the  Government  might  be  instruct- 
ed to  audit  and  admit  such  part  as  might  be  free  from 
that  objection.  In  all  cases  where  claims  are  pre- 
sented for  militia  service,  it  is  the  duty  and  the  prac- 
tice of  the  accounting  officer  to  submit  them  to  the 
department  for  instruction  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
claim ;  that  is,  whether  the  service  had  been  rendered 
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ky  order  of  the  oompeteat  aathority,  or  otherwiae, 
vnder  circamsUnecs  to  jastify  the  cUim  against  the 
tlnited  States,  admittiDg  that  the  eTideoce  in  support 
of  it  should  be  JMtisfactorj.  To  this  request  there  ap- 
peared to  be  no  well-foaoded  objection,  under  the  re- 
aenration,  as  to  the  Constitutional  principle,  and  ac- 
cordingly an  order  was  given  to  the  aeeoontiog  officers 
of  the  Treasury  to  proceed  in  auditing  the  claim,  with 
that  reservation. 

In  conibrmity  with  this  arrangement,  the  Esecu- 
tive  of  Massachusetts  appointed  two  citizens  of  that 
8tate,  commiwioners  to  attend  to  the  settlement  of 
its  claim,  and  who,  in  execution  of  the  trust  reposed 
iia  them,  hsTo  presented  to  the  accounting  officer  of 
the  Treasury  that  portion,  comprehending  the  services 
of  the  fifth  division  of  the  militia  of  the  State,  which 
has  been  audited  and  reported  for  consideration,  sab- 
ject  to  the  objection  above  stated.  I  have  examined 
this  report,  with  the  documents  presented  by  the  com- 
missioners, and  am  of  opinion  that  the  services  ren- 
d^ed  by  that  division  were  spontaneous,  patriotic, 
and  proper,  necessary  for  self-defence,  to  repel,  in 
aome  instances,  actual  invasion,  and  in  others,  by 
adequate  preparation,  invasions  that  were  menaced. 
The  commiMioners  of  the  State  having  intimated  that 
ptber  portions  of  service  stood  on  similar  ground,  the 
accounting  officer  has  been  instructed,  in  auditing  the 
whole,  to  do  it  in  such  manner  aa  to  enable  the  De- 
partment to  show  distinctly  under  what  drcnmstances 
each  portion  of  service  was  rendered— whether  volun- 
tary, called  out  by  invasion,  or  the  menace  of  invasion, 
or  by  public  authority ;  and  in  such  case,  whether  the 
militia  rendering  such  service  was  placed  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  or  retained  under  that 
of  the  State. 

It  afibrds  me  great  pleasure  to  state,  that  the  Exe- 
cutive of  Massachusetts  has  disclaimed  the  principle 
which  was  mainuined  by  the  former  Executive,  and 
that,  in  this  disclaimer,  both  branches  of  the  L^iala- 
ture  have  concurred.  By  this  renundalion,  the  State 
U  placed  on  the  same  ground,  in  this  respect,  with 
the  other  States,  and  this  very  distressing  anomaly  in 
our  system  is  removed.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
great  body  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  Massachusetts  are 
ns  firmly  doToted  to  our  Union,  and  to  the  free  repub- 
lican principles  of  our  Government,  as  our  fellow- 
citizens  of  the  other  States.  Of  this  important  truth, 
their  conduct  in  every  stage  of  our  Revolutionary 
struggle,  and  in  many  other  emergencies,  bears  ample 
testimony ;  and,  I  add,  with  profound  interest  and  a 
thorough  conviction,  that,  although  the  difficulty  ad- 
Terted  to,  in  the  late  war,  with  their  Executive,  ex- 
cited  equal  surprise  and  regret,  it  was  not  believed  to 
extend  to  them.  There  never  was  a  moment  when 
.the  confidence  of  the  Government  in  the  great  body 
of  our  fellow-citizens  of  that  State»  was  impaired;  nor 
is  a  doubt  entertained  that  they  were  at  all  times  wil- 
ling and  ready  to  support  their  rights,  and  to  repel  an 
invasion  by  the  enemy. 

The  commissioners  of  Massachusetts  have  urged, 
in  compliance  with  their  instructions,  the  payment  of 
fo  much  of  their  claim  as  applies  to  the  services  ren- 
dered by  the  fifth  diviiion,  which  have  been  audited, 
imd  I  should  have  no  hesitation  in  admitting  it,  if  I 
did  not  think,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
that  the  claim,  in  all  ita  parta,  was  cognizable  by  Con- 
gress alone.  The  period  at  which  the  ConstituUonal 
(difficulty  was  raised,  by  the  Executive  of  the  State, 
was  in  the  highest  degree  important,  as  was  the  ten- 


dency of  the  principle  Ibr  which  it  cooteaded,  ud 
which  was  adhered  to  during  the  war.    The  poUk 
mind  throughout  the  Union  was  mndi  excited  bj  ibtt 
occurrence,  and  great  solicitude  was  Mt  sf  to  tu  con- 
sequences.    The  Executive  of  the  United  8tttcf  ini 
bound  to  maintain,  and  did  maintain,  a  joit  coMtrac- 
tion  of  the  Constitution  :  in  doing  which,  it  is  gnti- 
fying  to  recollect  thst  the  most  frkndly  feeliogi  wen 
cherished  towards  their  brethren  of  that  State.  The 
Executive  of  the  State  was  warned,  in  the  oorrtt- 
pondenoe  which  then  took  piaee,  of  the  light  in  vhich 
Its  conduct  was  viewed,  and  of  the  tBtd  it  wooM 
have,  so  lar  as  related  to  the  right  of  the  Eieeotiteof 
the  United  States,  on  any  claim  which  might  sflcnrvdi 
be  presented  by  the  State  to  compensation  for  nd 
services.     Under  theae  drcamatances,  the  power  of  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States  to  settle  any  portioi 
of  this  claim,  seems  to  be  precluded.    It  seemi  proper, 
also,  that  this  claim  should  be  decided,  on  full  invei- 
tigation,  before  the  public,  that  the  principle  on  which 
it  is  decided  may  be  thoroughly  underrtood  by  oor 
fellow-citizens  of  every  State,  which  can  be  dooe  bj 
Congreas  afene ;  who  alone,  also,  possess  the  power 
to  pass  the  laws  which  may  be  pecessary  to  carry  locb 
decisiotf  into  efiect. 

In  submitting  this  subject  to  the  cslm  sod  eoligb- 
ened  judgment  of  Congress,  I  do  it  with  pecoliar  satih 
faction,  from  a  knowledge  that  yon  are  now  pitced, 
by  the  course  of  cTents,  in  a  situation  which  will  en- 
able you  to  adopt  such  measures,  as  will  oot  odIj 
comport  with  the  aound  principles  of  our  Govemmeot, 
but,  likewise,  be  conducive  to  other  the  highest  iotcreats 
of  our  Union.    By  the  renunciation  of  the  principle 
maintained  by  the  then  Executive  of  Massachosetu, 
as  has  been  done  by  ita  present  Executive  and  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  most  formil  Din- 
ner, and  in  acoeid  with  the  sentimente  of  the  greet 
body  of  the  people,  the  Constitution  is  restored,  in  i 
very  important  feature— chat  connected  with  the  pab< 
lie  defence ;  and  in  the  moat  important  branch,  ihii 
of  the  militia,  to  ita  native  strength.    It  is  gratifying 
to  know,  that  thia  renunciation  Ims  been  produced  by 
the  regular,  orderly,  and  pacific  operation  of  our  Re- 
publican ayatem,  whereby  those  who  were  in  the  right 
at  the  moment  of  difikulty,and  who  austained  the  Gov- 
ern noent  with  great  firmness,  have  gained  daily  itreogth 
until  this  result  was  accomplished.     The  poiaU  on 
which  you  will  have  to  decide,  are,  what  ii  fiirly  doe 
for  the  services  which  were  actually  rendered  1  By  wb&t 
means  shall  we  contribute  most  to  cement  the  UaioD, 
and  give  the  greatest  support  to  our  most  ezcelleat 
Constitution  ?    In  seeking  each  object  separately  we 
are  led  to  the  same  result.    All  that  can  be  cltimed 
by  our  fellow-citizens  of  Maasachusetta  is,  tbtt  tiie 
Constitutional  objection  be  waived,  and  that  they  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  with  their  brethren  in  the 
other  States    that,  regarding  the  services  rendered 
by  the  militia  of  other  States,  for  which  compensation 
has  been  made,  giving  to  the  rule  the  most  liberal 
construction,  like  compensation  be  made  for  iifflilu 
services  rendered  by  the  militia  of  that  State. 

I  have  been  led  to  conclude,  on  great  consideration, 
that  the  principles  of  justice,  as  well  aa  a  due  rvgard 
for  the  great  intereata  of  our  Union,  i«qaire  that  thie 
claim,  in  the  extent  proposed,  should  be  acceded  to 
Essential  service  was  rendered,  in  the  late  war,  bi 
the  militia  of  Massachusetts,  and  with  the  most  patri- 
otic motives.  It  seems  just,  therefore,  that  they  sbouU 
be  compensated  for  such  services,  in  like  manner  with 
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tiu  ffliiitit  of  th«  other  States,  The  Constitutional 
diffieoity  did  not  originate  with  them,  and  has  now 
been  rtmovad.  It  oomports  with  our  tyBtem  to  look 
to  the  fcniee  rendered^  and  to  the  intention  with 
which  it  wu  lendered;  and  to  award  the  compensa- 
tion iccordiBgly,  especially  as  it  may  now  be  done 
inthont  the  noifice  of  principle.  The  motive,  in  this 
iasUoce,  is  ths  stronger,  because  well  satisfied  I  am, 
that,  bj  io  doiog,  we  shall  give  the  most  effectual 
support  to  onr  republican  institutions.  No  latent  cause 
o(  dJKootcBt  will  be  left  behind.  The  great  body  of 
the  people  will  be  gratified ;  and  even  those  who  now 
KTfint  ^^0  wers  then  in  error,  cannot  fail  to  see, 
with  interest  and  satisfaction,  this  distressing  occur- 
rence ihoe  happily  terminated.  I  therefore  consider 
it  mj  doty  to  recommend  it  to  Congress  to  make  pro- 
Tisioa  for  the  settlement  of  the  daim  of  Massachusetts, 
for  lerrioei  rendered  in  the  late  war  by  the  militia  of 
the  Sute,  in  conformity  with  the  rules  which  have 
goveraed  in  the  settlement  of  the  claims  for  services 
readcred  by  the  militia  of  the  other  Sutes. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WifiixeTov,  Feb.  33,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  sapplementary  to 
^Aq  aet  to  perfect  certain  locations  and  sales  of 
public  lands  in  Missouri,"  passed  AprU  d6, 1822 ; 
sad,  BO  ameodment  having  been  made  thereto,  it 
vas  reported  to  the  House ;  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time. 

IMPJU80NMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
4e  hill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt. 

After  some  remarks  on  the  subject,  from  Messrs. 
Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  Barbour,  and  John- 
bos,  ot  Kentnckv,  the  further  consideration  of  it 
^s  postponed  till  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  February  25. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee  on 

tiie  Jodiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to 

proTide  for  tJie  security  of  public  money  in  the 

haBds  of  clerks  of  courts,  attorneys^  and  marshals, 

and  their  deputies,  reported  it,  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
rensioiis  vere  discharged  from  the  consideration 
onhe  petition  of  George  Greer. 

Mr.MiLLs  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
ud  Nathaniel  Hooper,  merchants,  of  Marblehead. 
P'^Ti&g  indemnification  for  spoliations  committea 
0*  iheir  commerce,  by  the  public  and  private 
aria^  ressels  of  France,  between  the  years  1793 
and  ;900.  The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Tike  inlj,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal,  in  part,  an 
^t,  entitled  'An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation 
wr  manhals,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  the  cases 
theteintnentioned,"  was  read  the  third  time,  as 
am«idtd,  and  passed. 

T^  hill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
eatitled  »An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  letters 
patent  to  Samuel  Brown,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
W  passed. 


The  bill  supplementary  to  '^An  act  to  perfect 
certain  locations  and  sales  of  the  public  lands  in 
Missouri,"  passed  April  26,  1822,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  the  consent 
and  sanction  of  Congress  to  a  certain  act  of  the 
L^islative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Don  Har- 
pin  de  la  Gautrais  was  read  the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
amendm^its  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holdioff  the  district 
court  at  Mobile,  in  the  district  of  Alabama," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  McIlvaine,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  a  report,  upon  the  petition  of  Captain 
Thomas  Staniford,  late  Paymaster  in  the  United 
States  Army,  who  prays  to  be  relieved  from  a 
judgment  given  agamst  him,  in  favor  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  his  docu- 
ments bv  fire.  The  committee  report  a  bill  for 
his  reliei;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

FRANCIS  HENDERSON,  Juir. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour  the  Senate,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill  reported  b^  the  Judiciary  Committee,  for  the 
relief  of  Francis  Henderson,  jun.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  this  bill  grants  a  certain  sum  of  money 
to  Mr.  Henderson,  who  is  the  grandson  of  the  late 
Colonel  John  Laurens,  for  diplomatic  and  militarv 
services  rendered  to  the  country  by  his  grand- 
father. Mr.  B.  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting a  proviso,  requiring,  previous  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money^  a  full  relinquishment  of  all 
claims  for  these  services  on  the  part  of  Francis  and 
Frances  £.  Henderson,  the  fatner  and  mother  of 
the  person  for  whose  relief  the  bill  is  drawn.  Upon 
the  question  to  amend,  the  merits  of  the  bill  itself 
were  fully  discussed. 

Mr.  Lanman  called  for  the  reading  of  certain 
documents,  showing  the  compensation  which  had 
already  been  made  to  Colonel  Laurens,  and  his 
family.  Messrs.  Barbodr,  Mills,  and  Macon, 
advocated  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Chandler,  Tay- 
lor, of  Virginia,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Lanman, 
Smith,  Bell,  and  Kellt,  opposed  it. 

The  bill  was  supported  on  the  grounds  that  the 
claim  was  one  of  strict  justice — that  the  money 
was  actually  due  for  military  services  rendered  by 
Colonel  Laurens,  and  for  outfits,  which  ought  to 
have  been  allowed  him  in  his  diplomatic  chalrac- 
ter,  when  appointed  a  special  Minister  to  France; 
and  that  the  objection  made  to  paying  the  money 
to  the  grandson,  instead  of  the  daughter  of  Colo- 
nel Laurens,  would  be  obviated  by  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment,  requiring  the  sanction  or  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Henderson  previous  tp  the  payment  oi 
the  money. 

It  was  objected  against  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
that  Colonel  Laurens,  although  he  had  rendered 
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hi^h  and  valuable  services  to  the  country,  had  re- 
ceived all  the  compensation  that  he  had  wished  or 
expected  for  those  services;  that  the  length  of 
time  which  had  elapsed  ought  to  be  considered  as 
a  bar  to  all  such  claims;  and  that,  if  the  claim 
were  allowed  at  all,  the  money  should  be  paid  to 
the  daughter,  and  not  to  the  grandson  of  Colonel 
Laurens. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Barbour 
was  carried.  He  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in 
the  bill  for  the  amount  to  be  granted  with  '^97,- 
542  41."  This  motion  was  rejected — 14  yeas,  23 
nays.  Considering  this  last  vote  as  decisive  of 
the  fate  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Barbour  moved  its  indefi- 
nite postponement,  which  was  carried  without  op- 
position. 


Thursday,  February  26. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Afiairs.  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Moses  Atkinson,  and  others,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition  of  Peter 
Charles  L'finfant,  praying  compensation  for  his 
services  in  surveying  and  locating  the  City  of 
Washington,  and  for  making  a  map  thereof.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  or  Columbia. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition  of  Martin  Lin- 
coln and  Ann  F.  Humphreys,  presentiog  an  equi- 
table settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  late  Oen. 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  and  Gen.  David  Humphreys, 
for  services  rendered  as  commissioners  in  negoti- 
ating a  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians,  in  the  year 
1789.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  gave  notice  that  he 
would,  on  Monday  next,  asK  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  settlement  of  certain  pecuniary  claims 
against  the  United  States. ' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  motion  of  the  13th  inst.,  to  instruct  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  certain  modifications  of  the 
Judiciary  act  of  1789 ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  their 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter 
the  times  of  holding  the  district  court  at  Mobile, 
in  the  district  of  Alabama,"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas  Stan- 
iford  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  names,  number, 
and  salaries,  of  the  clerks  employed  in  his  office 
during  the  year  1823. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  Johnston^  late  purser  of  the 
United  States  ship  Constitution,  in  behalf  of 
himself,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  said  ship, 
praying  that  the  proceeds  of  certaid  vessels,  cap- 
tured by  that  ship  in  the  year  1805,  may  be  paid 
to  the  captors.  The  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

The  following  Message  was  read,  received  yes- 


terday, from  the   President  of   the  United 
States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretarj  of 
War,  which  communicates  all  the  information  in  poe- 
•etaion  of  the  Department,  which  was  called  for  bj  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  21et  of  January,  18^. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

FXBBUAKT  24,  1824. 
EBSNEZER  OLIVER,  AND  OTHERS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  adverse 
to  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  others,  of 
Boston,  Directors  of  the  New  England  Mississippi 
Land  Company.  A  long  discussion  ensued  upon 
the  merits  of  the  claim.  The  question  was  upon 
the  motion  made,  at  that  time,  by  Mr.  Mills,  to 
reverse  the  report  of  the  committee.  This  motion 
was  supported  by  Messrs.  Lloyd,  of  Massachu- 
setts, Lanman,  Seymoi7r,  Talbot,  and  Mills, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Van  Buren,  Kelly,  and 
Holmes,  of  Maine.  The  question  was  then  taken, 
and  the  Senate  refused  to  reverse  the  report,  by  a 
vote  of  22  to  20,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Barton,  Beli,  Clayton,  D*Wolf.Et- 
ton,  Hayne,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Loai- 
aiana.  King  of  N.  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Marjltod, 
Lloyd  of  Massachosetta,  Mdlvaine,  Mills,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Seymour,  Talbot,  and  Van  Dyke. 

Nats — Measn.  Barbour,  Branch,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, Dickerson,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Elliotft 
Gkillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippit 
Jackson,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Rugglea,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  ViigioiS) 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Ward. 

Whereupon,  in  concurrence  with  said  report, 
it  was  resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 


Friuay,  February  27. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mills,  the  Committee  on 
the  Di&trict  of  Columbia  were  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Peter  Charles , 
L'Enfant,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  , 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  the ; 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, remonstrating  against  the   passing  of  the 
nill,  now  before  Congress,  to  impose  additional 
duties  on  imports. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Philip  Tot- 
chett  and  others,  of  G.  Persico  and  others,  of. 
William  Mayall  and  others,  of  £nos  Ellis  and 
others,  of  Andrew  Young  and  others,  and  of 
George  Myers  and  others,  all  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  severally  praying  that 
the  duties  on  imports  may  be  increased. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  H^nry Moore 
and  others,  of  Delaware  county^  Pennsylvania, 
praying  the  imposition  of  additional  duties  on 
imported  iron,  and  on  the  manufactures  thereof. 
The  said  memorials  were  read,  and  severally  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.   Seymour  presented  the  memorial  of  D. 
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Hensbaw,  praying  indemnification  for  depreda- 
tions committed  on  his  property  by  the  public  and 
privtte  armed  ressels  of  France,  between  the 
yean  17d3  and  1800.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam £aton;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tahJe. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer ;  and 
It  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt, 
together  with  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
VinBrREN;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Mills,  it 
WIS  postpooed  to  Monday  next. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
anfaToraole  to  the  petition  of  Moses  Atkinson, 
and  others,  was  read  for  consideration.  These 
petitioners  prav  that  they  be  indemnified  for  losses 
sustained  by  the  destruction  of  the  ship  Adams, 
destroTed  at  Castine,  durioe  the  late  war,  at  the 
time  that  place  was  invested  by  the  enemy.  The 
report  was  agreed  to. 

The  hill  providing  for  the  more  effectual  de- 
fence of  the  country,  by  the  organization  of  the 
militia,  was  taken  up,  and  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  a  week  from  next 
Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  the 
Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  French, 
Bhtish.  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands  within  that 
part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  situate  to  the  east 
of  ihe  Mississippi  river  and  island  of  New  Or- 
leans, which  have  not  been  recognised  as  valid  by 
tbe  Goremment  of  the  United  States^  to  institute 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  moved  an  amendment  to  con- 
^oe  the  operation  of  the  law  to  such  claims  as 
^ave  been  reported  to  the  Government  and  laid 
before  Congress,  which  was  a^eed  to.  He  also 
proposed  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  requiring  that, 
in  all  eUinis  amounting  to  one  thousand  acres, 
that  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States 
^U  be  faraished  with  copies  of  the  proceedings 
9Q  sQch  claims,  in  the  District  Court  in  whicn 
^  are  to  be  decided,  in  order  that  an  appeal 
Buy  be  made,  if  thought  proper,  when  the  aecis- 
'°^  are  against  the  United  States,  to  the  Sn- 
P««ae  Court. 

Tius  amendment  was  objected  to  by  Messrs. 
l^jvaic  and  Lanman,  and  supported  by  the 
nu)Ter,  and  Messrs.  Chanoler  and  Holmes. 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  explained  the  provis- 
ms  of  the  bill.  He  stated  that  there  would  be 
aboQt  three  hundred  and  sixty  claims  to  be  deci- 
ded ander  thu  act,  involving  about  a  million  of 
^res  of  land.  The  new  section,  proposed  by  Mr. 
V  A!i  BctEN.  was  agreed  to.  The  bill  was  then 
reported  to  the  Senate,  as  amended;  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mi.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  was  postponed 
lo  Monday  next,  and  made  the  order  ot  that  day. 


MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, roakinff  aporopriations  for  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1824,  with- 
out amendment.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the 
Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
Branch  in  the  chair,  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Smith  said  it  would  be  perceived  that  this 
bill  provided  for  but  pa>t  of  the  militarjr  expendi- 
tures for  the  year,  and  for  that  part  which  it  was 
highly  important  should  be  acted  upon  immedi- 
ately. As  the  bill  had  been  fully  investigated  by 
committees  of  both  Houses,  he  presumed  that  no 
further  explanation,  on  his  part,  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  ot  the 
bill  which  provides  an  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Military 
Academy,  at  West  Point,  at  a  sum  not  exceeding 
ten  thousand  dollars ;  upon  which  farm  there  is  a 
public  house. 

Mr.  Chanoler  was  in  favor  of  striking  out  the 
clause  alluded  to.    He  thousht  it  would  be  of  no 

great  use  to  purchase  this  firm,  with  the  public 
ouse  upon  it,  when  another  tavern  could  be 
erected  immediately  at  some  other  place. 

Mr.  LowRiE  said  he  had  hitherto  entertained 
tl)e  opinion  that  the  discipline  at  the  Military 
Academy  was  such  as  not  to  require  atiy  appro- 
priation like  this:  but,  since  he  had  examined  into 
the  statement  of  its  situation,  in  relation  to  this 
tavern,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  pur- 
chasing the  farm.  It  had  been  stated  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  location  of  this  public  house 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  institution,  the  students  ob- 
tained liquor,  which  was  introduced  into  the  bar- 
racks, against  the  rules  of  the  Academy.  He 
considered  the  only  question  to  be,  whether  a 
great  nuisance  should  be  removed,  at  the  expense 
of  ten  thousand  dollars.  The  Senate  would  re- 
collect that  great  sums  of  money  had  been  ex- 
pended upon  this  seminary:  and  if,  by  the  appro- 
priation of  ten  thousand  dollars,  a  ^reat  evil  could 
be  removed  from  it,  he  thought  it  important  that 
it  should  be  done.  The  object  was  incalculably 
greater  than  the  expenditure  proposed.  He  had 
much  rather  that  the  police  of  the  institution 
should  have  been  such  as  to  restrain  all  impropri- 
eties of  this  kind :  but  perhaps  it  was  not  possible 
to  restrain  them.  He  understood  the  regulations 
were  as  good  as  they  could  be.  He  called  for  the 
reading  of  a  letter,  upon  this  subject,  from  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Academy. 

Mr.  Macon  believed  that  there  was  not  a  school, 
an  academy,  or  an  institution  for  the  instruction 
of  youth,  m  the  United  States,  where  similar 
evils  were  not  to  be  found.  These  public  houses, 
he  said,  were  scattered  about  the  country  in  every 
direction ;  and  the  expense  would  he  immense  if 
the  Government  was  to  purchase  them  all,  to  pre- 
vent their  injurious  effects  upon  our  youth.  He 
thought  there  was  another  oDJection  to  this  pur- 
chase—the Government  could  not  exercise  au- 
thority over  the  land  without  the  consent  of  the 
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State  of  New  York.  West  Point  bad  been  ceded 
to  tbe  Grovernment  by  the  State ;  and,  therefore, 
jurisdiction  could  be  exercised  over  it.  But.  if  | 
this  farm  was  bought,  the  land  attached  to  tnat 
institution,  will  be  held  by  two  different  tenures. 
If  any  profit  is  to  be  made  by  a  public  house  there, 
another  will  soon  be  built — and  the  Government 
must  buy  all  the  land  to  prevent  it.  If  the  youn? 
students  are  determined  to  have  a  frolic,  they  wiU 
have  it,  at  all  events. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  had  strong  doubts  of 
this  appropriation.  We  are  about  to  vote  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  this  farm. 
The  owner  will  know  very  well  what  amount  is 
appropriated,  and  he  will  not  take  less  than  the 
whole  amount.  It  is  a  monstrous  price  for  the 
land.  Mr.  H.  believed  it  very  necessary  that  there 
should  be  a  public  house  somewhere  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Academy,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
friends  of  the  students,  and  others  who  might 
visit  it,  and  he  believed  there  would  be  one.  It  is 
said  that  the  place  is  so  surrounded  by  mountains, 
that  Ihere  is  no  spot  on  which  to  erect  another 
house.  But  there  is  certainly  a  road  over  the 
mountains  leading  to  the  place ;  and  enterprising 
individuals  will  w  found,  who  will  erect  another 
house  on  or  near  that  road.  If  the  mountains  are 
as  high  as  Atlas  itself,  they  will  have  a  tavern — 
they  will  build  a  house  upon  the  mountain,  and 
make  steps  to  it,  if  there  is  no  other  place.  Are 
not  these  irregularities  among  the  students  the 
fault  of  the  discipline  of  the  institution  ?  When 
the  students  wish  to  violate  the  rules,  would  they 
not  rather  have  the  public  house  further  off?  If 
the  house  were  at  a  distance,  so  as  to  be  without 
the  view  of  tbe  officers  of  the  Academy,  would 
not  the  excesses  be  greater  ?  If  we  purcnase  this 
farm,  another  house  will  be  immediately  erected 
upon  the  borders  of  it,  and  the  excesses  will  be 
ffreater  there  than  they  are  at  the  present  place. 
If  the  purchase  is  made  at  all.  it  must  be  by  ces- 
sion of  the  iurisdiction  from  the  State.  But,  Mr. 
H.  did  not  believe  there  was  any  necessity  for  the 
purchase. 

Mr.  LowRiE  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  a  tavern 
was  necessary  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Academy ; 
and  there  certainly  might  be  one  there ;  but  he 
thought  it  ought  to  be  under  the  regulation  of  the 
Government  of  the  institution.  As  to  the  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction,  the  United  States  undoubtedly 
have  a  right  to  purchase  the  same  title  which  the 

S resent  owner  possesses;  and  this  is  all  the  juris- 
iction  that  is  wanted.  He  believed  the  object  to 
be  much  greater  than  the  price  to  be  paid ;  and  it 
was  somewhat  doubtful  whether  the  farm  could 
be  purchased  for  the  sum  proposed. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  hoped  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
would  prevail.  This  appropriation  would  intro- 
duce a  new  principle  mto  our  Government — a 
principle  that  we  snail  purchase  out  every  nui- 
sance that  exists  in  the  neighborhood  of  our  pub- 
lic seminaries.  We  confess  that  we  are  so  defi- 
cient in  discipline  that  we  cannot  prevent  these 
bad  effects,  except  by  purchase.     We  have  such 


nuisances  near  to  every  camp,  arsenal,  and  public 
institution  of  every  kind  in  the  country.  If  a 
tavern  becomes  a  great  nuisance,  instead  of  sop- 
pressing  its  abuses  by  the  civil  authority,  we  are 
to  put  It  down  by  purchasing  it.   It  is  establishing 
a  dangerous  precedent.    But,  Mr.  L.  asked,  witS 
all  respect  for  this  Academy,  and  the  men  cod- 
nected  with  it,  why  Congress  was  called  upon  to 
guard  the  morals  of  those  youths  only  who  are  to 
be  educated  for  the  military  service?  Almoit 
every  other  institution  in  the  country  is  subject  to 
the  same  inconveniences.    It  is  our  duty  toeuard 
their  morals  as  wdl  as  those  of  the  Military  Acad- 
emy.   And  are  we  certain,  if  the  appropriation  is 
made,  and  the  farm  purchased,  that  we  shall  get 
rid  of  the  evil  ?    No  man  can  believe  that,  if  the 
discipline  of  tbe  institution  is  .so  lax  as  to  saffet 
these  excesses,  and  the  young  men  are  disposed  to 
engage  in  them,  that  two  or  three  miles  will  make 
any  difference  ?    If  ther^  is  a  tavern  anywhere 
near  the  place,  they  will  find  the  way  to  it.  It 
seems  that  this  violation  of  the  rules  or  the  Seioi- 
nary  takes  place  after  12  o'clock,  at  which  time 
the  ffuard  is  removed.    Let  the  guard  be  posted 
till  daylight,  then.    Is  it  not  better  to  pursue  thai 
course  than  to  establish  the  new  system  of  juits^ 
prudence  proposed  in  this  bill  ?    Mr.  L.  tboogbi 
the  measure  would  not  produce  the  good  effect' 
which  were  expected  from  it.    If  the  Attorney 
Greneral  is  correct  in  his  opinion,  the  students  C 
this  Academy  are  subject  to  martial  law.   Th^ 
same  restraints  must  be  imposed  upon  them  as 
upon  soldiers  of  the  line.    The  officers  have  onl) 
to  make  their  rules  more  strict.    They  must  pos 
their  guards  till  sunrise,  if  necessary.   Mr.  L  saii 
he  doubted  the  constitutionality  of  the  measurl 
now  proposed.    He  believed  tne  United  Sute 
could  exercise  no  jurisdiction  over  the  farm  i| 
question  without  the  consent  of  the  State.   Tb 
jurisdiction  cannot  be  acquired,  except  for  t 
purposes  which  are  specifically  provided  in  t 
Constitution.    [Mr.  L.  read  the  provision  of  t 
Constitution  on  this  subject.]     lender  thai clau 
he  did  not  believe  that  a  purchase  could  be  ma 
for  this  object ;  and  he  thought  it  would  inttodui 
a  bad  principle  into  the  Government. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  said  that  his  honorable  cc 
league,  who  was  a  member  of  the  committee  th 
reported  this  bill,  and  who  had  paid  considerab 
attention  to  this  subject,  was  not  now  in  bis  ses 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed  t 
Monday  next,  and  made  the  order  of  that  da 
This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WESTERN  DISTRICT  OF  LOUISIAKA 

The  bill  authorizinf^  the  res^ister  of  tbe  la 
office  for  the  western  district  of  the  State  of  Li 
isiana  to  report  upon  certain  land  claims  witj 
the  said  district,  was  taken  up  in  Committee 
the  Whole.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  expi^ 
ed  the  object  of  the  bill.  He  said  it  merely  j 
thorized  the  register  to  report  upon  certain  claj 
which  were  not  reported  upon  by  his  predece^ 
in  consequence  ot  his  appointment  to  anoj 
office,  without  taking  any  question  on  tbe  | 
the  Senate  adjourned. 
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Monday,  March  1. 

Oa  motioo,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  Committee  on 
PinaQce  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  Peter  Trezevant ;  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  NoBL£  communicated  the  peamble  and 
resolotioos  of  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  Indiana, 
apprortfl^  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the  Mes* 
sage  of  ibe  President  of  the  united  States  at  the 
opeoiogof  the  present  Congress,  as  respects  our 
foreign  and  domestic  policy ;  expressmg  their 
warmest  sympathy  and  admiration  for  the  iahab- 
itants  of  Greece,  in  resisting  the  oppressions  of 
the Gorerament  of  Turkey;  and  declaring  their 
tpprobatioD  of  any  coontenance  and  encoarage- 
meot  that  may  be  extended  to  them  by  this  Gov- 
erameot,  consistent  with  the  principles  of  neu- 
trality; which  were  read,  and  laid  on  file. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  Vestry  of  Christ's  church  par- 
ish, la  the  city  of  Washington,  prayinff  the  aid 
of  Congress  in  erecting  a  durable  wall  around 
their  harial  ground,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of 
pteeting  it  from  improper  intrusion,  as  to  pre- 
WTe  the  monuments  erected  therein  at  the  ex- 
pease  of  the  Government  from  wanton  injury ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Vm  BuREN  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Thomas, late  Quartermaster  General  in  the  Army, 
pnjiag  that  a  judgment  obtained  by  the  United 
Stales  against  him  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  in  September,  1818,  may 
be  opeaed,  and  a  new  trial  granted,  so  that  he 
may  be  let  in  to  a  just  and  equitable  defence ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  LowRiE  stated,  that  he  had  some  doubts  as 

lo  the  propriety  of  the  vote  passed  by  the  Senate, 

some  days  since,  by  which  the  report  of  the  Judi- 

ctarr  Committee,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of 

Ebeoezer  Oliver  and  others,  was  accepted.    He 

voald,  therefore,   move  the  re-consideration  of 

that  Toie.  and  wished  the  motion  might  be  per- 

miuedto  lie  upon  the  table,  with  a  view  to  call  it 

tip  hereafter,  in  ease  a  further  discussion  of  the 

merits  of  the  claim  should  be  thought  proper.    He 

then  mored  the  reconsideration  of  that  vote ;  and 

the  motion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 

Qfttbe  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred 

the  aemorial  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 

Cdsobta  Turnpike  Road  Company,  reported  a 

htU  elementary  to  "An  act  to  incorporate  a 

^piay  for  making  certain  turnpike  roads  in  the 

Strict  of  Columbia;"   which  was  read,  and 

p2^  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  Virginia,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  settle- 
P**»t  of  pecuniary  claims ;  which  was  read  twice, 
hy  Qfiiaimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee oa  the  Judiciary. 

A  meattge  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iBoooDeei  to  the  Senate  the  death  of  William 
Ls£  Ball,  late  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 


sentatives  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  that  his 
funeral  will  take  place  to-morrow,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  M. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer ;  and  it  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbodr,  it  was 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Senate  will  at- 
tend the  funeral  of  the  Hon.  William  Lib  Ball, 
late  a  member  of  the  Honae  of  RepreseDtatives,  from 
the  State  of  Virginia,  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock, 
and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the 
deceased,  they  will  go  in  monroing,  and  wear  crape 
round  the  left  arm,  for  thirty  days* 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  to  Wednesday. 


WfiDMBSDAT,  March  3. 

The  PRBSinBitT  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  exhibitiuff  the  amount  of  the 
expense  on  account  of  the  Military  Academv  at 
West  Point,  for  one  year  preceding  the  30tn  of 
September  last,  made  m  obedience  to  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  of  the  first  of  March  last. 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  memorial  of  George 
Jones,  and  othen,  citizens  of  the  city  of  Savannah, 
and  county  of  Chatham,  in  Georgia,  praying  that 
no  increase  of  the  duties  on  imports  may  be  made ; 
with  their  reasons  at  large  against  the  bill  now 
before  Congress  on  that  subject.  The  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  memorial  of  David 
R.  Williams,  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens 
of  Darlington,  in  South  Carolina,  praying  that  no 
act  may  pass  Congress  whereby  the  existing  rate 
of  duties  on  imports  may  be  increased ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition  of  Holder 
Slocum,  of  Dartmouth,  Massachusetts,  nraying 
the  interposition  of  the  Government,  to  enable  him 
to  obtain  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  in  con- 
sequence of  the  unjust  detention  of  his  vessel,  at 
Hamburff, by  the  French  Government, in  theyear 
1807  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Cfom- 
mittee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memorial 
of  John  Vanderlyn,  suggesting  the  propriety  of 
the  execution  of  a  painting  representing  the  battle 
on  the  plains  of  New  Orleans,  and  requesting  to 
be  employed  for  that  purpose;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Pabrott  presented  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
Folsom,  and  Thomas  Haven,  of  Portsmouth,  in 
New  Hampshire,  prayin^r  that  their  account,  for 
erecting  a  ship-house,  slip,  and  launch-ways,  at 
the  na?y  yard,  at  Portsmouth,  may  be  settled  upon 
equitable  principles;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  thepetition  of  Nathaniel 
Canada,  of  New  London,  Connecticut,  praying 
indemnification  for  the  loss  of  the  bridge  at  Hope 
Ferry,  which  he  states  was  burnt  by  the  British 
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forces  in  1814,  ia  consequence  of  the  toll-house, 
attached  thereto,  being  occupied  by  the  Amerieaa 
troops.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
United  Society,  called  Shakers,  of  New  York, 
praying  to  be  exempted  from  the  performance  of 
militia  duty,  being  conscientiously  opposed  to 
bearing  arms;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

Mr.  Wabe  presented  the  memorial  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  city  of  Darien,  and  Mcintosh  county, 
in  Georgia,  representing  the  bill  now  before  Con- 
fess, to  increase  the  duties  on  imports,  as  unequal 
m  its  operation,  and  unconstitutional,  and  remon- 
strating against  its  becoming  a  law ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Branch  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  representing 
that  that  State  ceded  to  the  United  States  that 
portion  of  their  territory  which  now  forms  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  reserving  the  right  to  perfect 
titles  to  land  therein,  either  Tor  military  servicefi, 
or  upon  entries  which  had  been  made  agreeably 
to  law,  and  the  titles  thereon  not  perfected  by 
grant ;  that,  by  a  subsequent  compact  with  Ten- 
nessee, those  rights  were  transferred  to  that  State, 
upon  certain  conditions,  one  of  which  is,  that 
North  Carolina  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
issuing  military  land  warrants;  that  no  time  is 
prescribed,  either  in  the  act  of  cession,  or  in  the 
compact  with  Tennessee,  within  which  the  claim- 
ants shall  assert  their  rights ;  that,  by  an  act  of 
Tennessee,  a  period  was  fixed  when  those  claims 
should  be  exhibited,  which  has  expired ;  and  that 
a  number  of  those  claims  remain  unsatisfied,  and 
for  the  satisfaction  of  which  the  faith  of  North 
Carolina  stands  pledged ;  and  praying  that  pro- 
vision mav  be  made  by  Congress  for  their  liqui- 
dation. The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Buohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office 
and  Puet  Roads  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  eipe- 
diency  of  opening  a  poet  road  from  Baton  Roage  to 
the  Opelousas  Courthoaae,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  '*  An  act  to  incorpo- 
rate a  company  for  making  certain  turnpike  roads 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,*'  was  read  the  second 
time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ltx)TD,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of  gold  and 
silver  bullion,  specie,  and  jewels^  and  carrying  of 
passengers,  and  to  prohibit  the  receipt  of  merchan- 
dise, in  the  public  vessels  of  the  United  States; 
and,  on  motion,  it  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  Senate  (as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole)  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  from  the  other  House,  making 
appropriations  for  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  1824.    The  question 


was  stated  from  the  Chair,  to  be  upon  the  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Macon,  when  the  bill  was  before 
under  consideration,  to  strike  out  the  clause  oro- 
viding  for  the  purchase  of  a  farm,  upon  which  is 
a  tavern,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Military  Academy, 
at  West  Point. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Holmeb, 
of  Maine,  Cbanoler,  Macon,  Llotd,  of  Mary- 
land, Branch,  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  and  Lak- 
MAN,  on  the  ground  that  the  purchase  of  the  farm 
in  question  would  not  remove  the  nuisance,  in 
consequence  of  the  existence  of  which,  the  pur- 
chase is  proposed ;  as  a  tavern  might  be  built  ou 
some  place  a  little  further  removed  from  the 
Academy;  and  the  incapacity  of  the  United  States 
to  make  the  purchase,  and  hold  the  title,  was 
ur^ed  as  an  objection.  The  motion  to  strikeout 
this  appropriation  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Kikg, 
of  New  I  ork.  Van  Bdren,  Smith,  Hatne,  and 
Mills,  who  contended  that  the  removal  of  the 
tavern  from  this  farm,  or  its  regulation  by  the 
officers  of  the  Academy^  would  eminently  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  the  institution,  and  preserve 
the  morals  of  the  students.  The  power  of  the 
(Government  to  purchase  and  hold  the  land  was 
also  supported.  The  question  was  then  taken,  br 
yeas  ana  nays,  and  decided  i^inst  striking  oat 
this  approbation,  16  in  the  amrmative,  and  26  in 
the  negative,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Barbonr,  Barton,  Bell,  Brtncb, 
Chandler,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Kiog  of  All- 
bsma,  Lanman,  Llojd  of  Maryland,  Maoon,  Ptlma. 
Talbot,  Ta>lor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  ind 
Ware— 16. 

NATS—Messrs.  Brown,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Eaioo. 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Elliott,  Hayne,  Holmcf  of 
Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  LoaisiaDS,  Kellf. 
King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Massacbuietii, 
Lowrie,  McDvaine,  Mills,  Noble,  Parrott,  RQggl«3> 
Seymour,  Smith,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  X^^^y 
and  Williams— 26, 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 


Tbursoay,  March  4. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Noblb^  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  were  discharged  from  the  consideratioo 
of  the  petition  of  Jesse  Camp. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentuciy,  presented  sundry 
documents  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Francois 
Navarre,  for  property  lost  during  the  late  war; 
which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committed 
of  Claima. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  petition  of  the  leg^ 
representatives  of  James  Roddey,  late  of  Charles 
ton,  South  Carolina,  deceased,  stating  that  tb| 
deceased  was  a  contractor  for  the  Armv  durio| 
the  late  war,  and  that  a  large  balance  is  due  fron 
the  United  States  to  his  estate  on  that  accouot 
which  balance  has  been  improperly  transferred  oi 
the  books  of  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  od 
Robert  C.  Jennings,  which  ilfegal  proceed iog  the; 
pray  may  be  investigated  and  corrected.  The  p< 
tition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  0 
Finance. 
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Mr.  WiLUAMs  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Mississippi,  praying  the  extinction 
of  the  Indian  title  to  certain  lands  witbin  that 
State;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  lodiaa  Affairs. 

Mr.  Yiir  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judieiarf,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  in  addi- 
tion to  ao  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  ordi- 
naDce  and  acts  of  Congress  for  the  government 
of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  V.  B.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
vas  referred  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement 
of  certain  pecuniary  claims  against  the  United 
States,  reported  it  without  amendments. 

Mr.  V.  B.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred  by  resolution  ot  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  17th  December  last,  reported  a  bill  in 
addition  to  the  act  relative  to  the  election  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
which  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Lix>To,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
following  motioQ  for  consideration : 

Buoked,  That  ibe  President  of  th«t  United  Sutes 
ht  reqaeitcd  to  cao«e  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate 
copies  of  the  several  instructions  to  the  Ministers  of 
ihe  United  States  to  the  Gove rnment  of  France,  and 
of  the  ooTvetpondence  between  the  said  Ministers  and 
GoTcroiMat,  having  reference  to  the  spoliationi  com- 
aitted  hj  that  Power  on  the  commerce  of  the  United 
Sutei  anteiior  to  the  30th  of  September,  1800;  or  so 
much  thenoi  as  can  be  communicated  without  preju- 
dice to  the  pablic  interests;  also,  how  far,  if  at  all,  the 
dtim  of  indemnitj  from  the  Government  of  France, 
£»r  the  ipoliattons  aforesaid,  was  affected  by  the  Con- 
venikm  entered  into  between  the  United  States  and 
Fnoceon  the  said  30th  of  September,  1800. 

Mr.  Wa.be  presented  the  preamble  and  resolu- 
tiODs  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Au- 
;Q»ta,  against  any  increase  of  duties  on  imports; 
vhich  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
00  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entiM  '^An  act  making  appropriations  *for  the 
miliary  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
l^i,^  vas  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

SARAH  EA8TON   AND  DOROTHY  STORER. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  ad- 
verse to  the  petition  of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy 
Btorer,  was  taken  up  for  consideration.  These 
l^itioDen,  daughters  of  the  late  Colonel  Robert 
H.  Harrison,  pray  that  they  may  receive  the  com- 
notauoD  for  half  pay,  and  the  bounty  land,  pro- 
^i<t^  by  Congress  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
^"^  Rerolotionary  Army,  to  which  they  think 
j^bey  are  entitled  in  virtue  of  the  services  rendered 
by  their  father,  as  Aid-de-Camp  and  principal 
Secretary  to  General  Washington,  from  1775  to 
IJ^l.  at  which  time  General  H.  retired  from  the 
Anay,  on  furlough,  in  consequence  of  the  bad 
^tate  q{  his  health,  which  he  never  afterwards  re- 
corerei  and  died  in  1790.  The  Committee  report 
^^^^  ^  claim,  on  the  grounds  that  there  is  not 
nmcieat  evidence  that  General  Harrison  retired 
from  the  Army,  on  furlough ;  or  that  his  case 


could  be  brought  within  the  acts  allowing  the 
commutation  and  bounty — that  his  accounts  with 
the  Government  do  not  appear  to  have  been  regu- 
larly settled — that  it  is  not  found  that  he  himself 
ever  made  any  claim  for  half  pay,  or  bounty  land, 
and  that  they  cslnnot  perceive  any  good  reason 
why  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  should  be 
granted. 

Mr.  LLOYn,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  report  of 
the  Committee,  and  moved  to  reverse  it.  Messrs. 
Barbour  and  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  advocated 
that  motion,  and  Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  Tay- 
lor, of  Virginia,  and  RnooLES,  opposed  it.  With- 
out taking  the  question,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday.  March  5. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  ike  Senate  of  the  United  Statee  .• 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  containing  copies  of  the  contracts  made 
by  the  Surrey  or  (ienerali  and  called  for  by  a  resolution 
of  the  Senste,  bearing  date  the  24th  February,  1824. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mabch  3,  1824. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  President  communicated  the  preamble 
and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York, 
requesting  their  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  from 
the  United  States  indemnification  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  conflagration  and  destruction  of  the 
houses  and  effects  of  certain  persons  who  resided 
on  and  near  the  Niagara  river,  during  the  late 
war ;  which  were  read,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  Demas 
Deming,  assignee  of  Hugh  (ileon,  praying  the 
payment  of  a  balance  found  to  be  due  from  the 
United  States,  by  the  verdictof  a  jury,  to  the  said 
Glenn,  as  contractor  for  supplying  rations  to  the 
troops  and  Indian  department,  in  the  State  of  In- 
diana, in  the  course  of  the  late  war ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ruggles.  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  tne  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Mary  Davis  and  Thomas  W. 
Davis,  representatives  of  Solomon  Davis,  deceased. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  of  the  3d  instant, 
to  instruct  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  to  inc^uire  into  the  expediency  of 
opening  a  post  road  in  Louisiana ;  and,  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Mills,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia^  "  in  addition  to  the  act  in- 
corporating the  Washington  and  Alexandria  Turn- 
pike Corporation^"  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  This  bill  authorizes  the  corporation 
to  establish  additional  tolls,  &c.  It  was  reported 
to  the  Senate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  to  "  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  Dis- 
trict Courts  in  the  District  of  Kentucky,"  was 
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taken  up  id  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported  to 
the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  "  to  provide  gradual  supplies 
of  cannon,  bombs,  and  howitz,  for  the  fortifications 
of  the  United  States."  After  some  discussion,  in 
which  Messrs.  Lowrie,  Jackson,  Smith,  and 
King,  of  New  York,  took  part,  the  bill  was  post- 
poned till  Mondav  next. 

The  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Alexander  Mitchell,  deceased,"  was  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  bill  pro- 
vides for  the  reimbursement  of  a  sum  of  money 
paid  for  a  license  on  a  still,  under  certain  circum- 
stances. The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate, and 
passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt, 
together  with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  Monday  next. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  un- 
favorable to  the  petition  of  Sarah  Easton  and 
Dorothv  Storer,  was  again  taken  up;  but  after 
some  further  discussion,  by  Messrs.  Bell,  Bar- 
boob,  Lanman,  Smith,  and  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
it  was  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  for  consideration,  in 
Committee  of  the  Wholcj  the  bill  authorizing  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  for  the  Western  dis- 
trict of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  to  report  upon  cer- 
tain land  claims  within  the  said  district.  The  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  French,  British,  and 
Spanish  titles  to  lands  within  that  part  or  the 
State  of  Louisiana  situate  to  the  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  and  island  of  New  Orleans,  which 
have  not  been  recognised  as  valid  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  to  institute  proceedings 
to  try  the  validity  thereof,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments made  thereto  by  the  Senate  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and  the  said  amendments  being 
concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Lloyo, 
of  Massachusetts,  was  again  read.  The  resolution 
requests  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
copies  of  the  instructions  given  to  our  Ministers  to 
France,  with  the  correspondence,  and  such  other 
information  in  reference  to  spoliations  committed 
on  our  commerce  by  the  vessels  of  that  nation 
previous  to  the  year  1800  as  it  may  be  proper  to 
communicate,  in  order  to  show  how  far  the  indi- 
vidual claims  to  indemnity  for  those  spoliations 
was  affected  by  the  convention  concluded  with 
France  in  the  year  1800. 

Mr.  Barbour  stated  that,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  the 
numerous  petitions  on  this  subject  was  referred, 
he  bad  communicated  with  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  relation  to  it.    He  had  been  informed  that  the 


documents  connected  with  these  claims  were  so 
voluminous  that  they  could  not  possibly  be  pre- 
pared during  the  present  session.  He  did  not 
make  this  remark  in  opposition  to  the  resolution, 
but  merely  to  show  to  the  Senate  the  reason  wby 
the  Committee  would  not  be  able  to  report  on 
these  claims. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  few  re- 
marks in  favor  of  the  resolution.  He  was  not 
sufficiently  informed  on  the  subject,  althoo^fa  it 
involved  claims  of  a  large  amount,  for  want  of 
the  information  mentioned  in  the  resolntion.  And, 
as  those  claims  could  not  be  acted  upon  with  pro* 

Eriety  until  this  information  was  obtained,  he 
oped  the  resolution  would  be  agreed  to,  even 
though  it  might  postpone  a  decision  on  the  claims 
until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

TRANSPORTATION  OF  SPECIE,  Ae.»  IN  PUB- 
LIC VESSELS. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Nanl 
Affairs,  ''regulating  the  transportation  of  goU 
and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and  jeweb,  and  carry* 
ing  of  pa»engers,  and  to  prohibit  the  receipt  ol 
merchandise,  in  the  public  vessels  of  the  United 
States,"  was  taken  up  for  consideratioD  in  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Maryland,  said,  as  he  had  offered 
the  resolution  which  gave  rise  to  this  bill,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  state  the  views  which  indaced  him 
to  propose  it.  He  felt  a  great  interest  in  the  Navy, 
and  wished  to  do  all  be  could  to  sustain  its  honor. 
He  believed  the  permission  to  carry  specie  hal 
grown  up,  like  many  other  of  our  practices,  from 
the  example  of  England.  But  it  became  nowne^ 
cessary  to  inquire  bow  far  the  honor  and  welfarj 
of  the  country  and  its  Navy  was  compromitted 
by  this  practice.  Considerable  sums  of  monej 
have  been  made  in  this  traffic  by  someof  ouroffi 
cers;  our  public  vessels  have  been  the  deposito 
ries  and  the  insurers  of  the  property  oHoreigi 
nations,  and  of  belligerents.  This  permissioa  t( 
carry  specie  was  calculated  to  destroy  the  fiLneam 
chivalrous  feelings  of  the  officer — to  turn  his  min 
from  seeking  ''  reputation  at  the  cannon's  mouth, 
to  interested  and  sordid  pursuits.  Further  tha 
this,  the  practice  was  liable  to  involve  us  in  diS 
culties  with  foreign  nations.  It  was  an  infring* 
ment  of  our  neutral  character;  it  was  authorizia 
a  practice  in  regard  to  those  nations  which  ha 
not  the  power  of  resistance,  which  the  more  poT 
erful  would  never  submit  to.  These  considei 
tions.  affecting  the  character  of  the  country  a 
the  Navy,  led  him  to  believe  that  the  transport 
tion  of  specie  in  public  vessels  ought  to  be  pi 
hibited. 

Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  he  beliei 
that  the  transportation  of  specie  in  public  Tess 
might  be  permitted,  under  certain  regulatio 
without  detriment  to  the  service.  Great  Brit 
had  allowed  this  practice  in  her  navy,  time  oui 
mind,  under  restrictions.  In  our  Navy  there 
been  no  regulation  on  the  subject,  and  it  ou 
not  to  be  permitted  to  go  on  so.  Our  vessels^ 
liable  to  engage  in  improper  cruises,  and  to  ei 
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improper  ports,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  this 
trade ;  aod  it  might  jeopardize  the  peace  of  the 
country.  The  transportation  of  specie  by  our 
public  vessels  certainly  requires  some  regulation, 
although  Mr.  L.  thought  it  was  not  proper  to  pro- 
hibit it  entirely.  The  bill  now  before  tne  Senate 
COD  tains  the  necessary  provisions  :  it  provides 
what  i»rts  specie  may  be  carried  to  and  from, 
and  whit  countries,  under  certain  circumstances. 
Tbe  permission  to  bring  specie  in  the  national 
vessels  to  the  United  States  is  important  to  the 
coonuy.  It  is  said  that  we  are  in  great  want  of 
specie;  the  embarrassments  of  the  manufacturers, 
particuiarly,  are  said  to  be  very  great* — and  how 
are  we  to  get  qiecie  ?  It  must  come  from  foreign 
countries,  and  tbe  pablic  vessels  furnish  the  safest 
mode  of  transportation.  He  believed  that  no  dis- 
booorabie  acts  could  be  charged  upon  our  naval 
officers  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  explain.  He 
kd  not  the  least  intention  to  charge  any  of  our 
naTal  officers  with  improper  conduct,  but  thought 
that  the  transportation  of  specie  ought  to  be  pro* 
hihitedj  to  prevent  consequences  which  might 
hereafter  result  from  the  practice. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  he  had  not 
imdentood  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  as  in- 
tending to  prefer  any  charges  against  the  officers 
of  the  Navy.  He  believed  there  was  no  danger 
that  their  honorable  character  would  be  affected 
by  eontinaing  this  practice.  It  had  not  produced 
that  efect  upon  the  offiaers  of  the  British  navy. 
Hitherto  we  have  had  no  regard  to  the  maximum 
of  freight  to  be  allowed  for  the  transportation  of 

*  To  the  Editors  of  the  National  IntelUgeneer. 

GnTunv:  InUier^x>rt  in  your  paper  of  thii  momiasr.  of 
^^KisakB  I  had  made  in  Uie  Senate,  in  reference  to  Uie  bill 
BTiteisu^jBtailon  of  specie  in  the  public  Teasels  of  the  United 
«^  a  ii  Haled,  that  I  obaerreil  **the  embarriMmenta  of  the 
as^Utf m  puticolarljrf  are  said  to  be  very  great."  Thiaiaei^ 
^^K^!o,aai],at  the  preaent  moment,  might  give  an  impression  of 
37«emtaenia,  end  perhaps  an  influence  to  themi  which,  at  any 
^Tkae,  Ui^  vmiid  not  coflamaod.  My  observation  waa,  tbat 
•^  !'!)partxUon  of  specie  waa  important  to  the  country,  and  ought 
'^bemccyraged ;  that,  aiiartly  after  the  late  war.  the  Importation 
M  afiroiQ  Eimm  waa  one  means  of  more  apeeoily  lettoring  the 
<«^»^Ub&gGf  um  United  Sutes,  or  part  of  them,  to  asound  basis ; 
^BuebHieved  the  statemeDta,  letters,  and  pamphlets,  of  the 
j^^nwntiwith  which  oar  tables  are  covered,  much  of  the 
p*3*^7  uid  disuese  Uwyao  conspicnonaly  descant  apon,  anae 
[mm  tte  vaoiof  it ;  and  that  for  these  and  other  reaaona  the  pub- 
IK  >raiHs,ttder  suitable  regulations,  ought  not  to  be  restnined 

la  Uejan  af  the  country  with  which  I  am  best  acqaainted,  my 
■Sfmrna  inoL,"  that  the  embarrassments  of  the  manufacturers 
wpwutaiarly  great ;"  on  the  contrarr,  mv  belief  is,  ihet,  in  New 
U|tiM  tt  leatt,  they  at  prevent,  coUeaively  conaidered,  form 
^QMLt/tfrHiw  and  proaperons  part  of  the  commanity ;  and,  if 
^tv^ieiceof the  conectnefs of  thia  opinion  were  wanted,  it 
^^^  Mived  fmn  the  high  rate  of  advance  on  the  coat,  which 
^^a«elt  astsbliahed  and  well  eondueted  mannfacturing  com* 
£^Mea  fang  commanded,  and  still  conUnuea  to  command, a 
«Jii*laii8i,  standard,  not  liable  to  much  of  fallacy  among  an 
*^^^*|K^oas,  and  commercial  population. 

rbeKaatj^  of  the  leapeetable  reporters  in  the  Senate,  while  it 
^^^fell/accoonta  fiir  occasional  mitanprehensions,  entitles 
y^i^cw  credit,  for  the  intelligent  genenl  view  which  they  give 
*  ^  ftitais  that  accur  in  it  But,  for  the  reason  beCne  men- 
'•^'«d,/^r  ioeeition  of  the  present  explanation  in  the  next  paper 
'  ■' '  *^  l^s  Your  obedient  servant, 

«  J.  LLOTD. 


specie.  This  bill  has  a  provision  on  that  point. 
In  the  present  absence  of  all  regulation,  the  com- 
manders of  the  vessels  have  themselves  received 
all  the  benefit  accruing  from  the  freight  of  the 
specie.  Not  so  in  the  firitish  service.  A  certain 
part  of  the  freight  in  their  vessels  goes  to  the  other 
officers,  and  a  part  to  the  Greenwich  hospital. 
The  present  hill  has  a  similar  provision.  A  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  freight  money  is  to  go  to  the 
inferior  officers  and  to  the  Navy  Hospital  fund. 
It  appears  to  the  committee  proper  that  some  reg- 
ulation should  alfo  be  adopted  in  relation  to  the 
transportation  of  passeneers.  Considerable  incon- 
venience has  occurred  from  carrying  passengers. 
We  have  been  in  the  habit  of  making  drawing- 
rooms  of  the  cabins  o^*  our  public  vessels.  This 
is  certainly  not  benencial  to  the  service.  If  our 
captains  can  carry  their  ladies  and  families  in 
their  vessels,  the  lieutenants  may  do  the  same ;  and 
this  will  be  an  increasing  evil.  The  bill  proposes 
checks  upon  the  improprieties  that  may  hereaAer 
occur.  Mr.  L.  thought  that  it  Would  he  better  to 
take  up  the  bill,  section  after  section,  in  order  that 
it  might  be  fully  considered,  and  opportunity  be 
afforded  for  amendments,  if  gentlemen  should 
think  proper  to  propose  any. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  that  he  was  not  yet  sufficiently 
informed  upon  this  subject,  to  go  into  the  consid- 
eration of  It,  fit  the  present  time.  He  therefore 
moved  its  postponement  until  Wednesday  next. 
This  motion  was  agreed  to. 


^^  ^f*?*  **^  consequently  not  heaM  at  all,  or  very  indis- 
<*act|y  hesai  ty  ttw  xeporiVn.] 

18th  Con.  1st  Se88.— 11 


Monday,  March  8. 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Wingfield,  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of 
Morgan  county,  in  Georgia,  remonstrating  against 
the  passage  of  the  bill  now  before  Congress,  to  in- 
crease the  duties  on  imports,  as  unconstitutional, 
and  highly  prejudicial  to  the  commercial  and  ag- 
ricultural interests  of  the  country;  which  was 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  DicKERSON,  from  the  Library  Committee^ 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions  of  Way  ^ 
Gideon,  and  Edward  De  Krafft,  reported  on  the 
subject,  authorizing  the  purchase  of  ten  copies  of 
the  Journals  of  the  Old  Congress. 

Mr.  Barton  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
chairman  and  trustees  of  the  corporation  of  St. 
Charles,  in  Missouri,  praying  that  certain  lots 
and  out  lots,  appertaiiiing  to  the  town,  and  which 
the  President  was  authorized  to  select  for  military 
purposes,  may  be  applied  to  nurposes  of  educa- 
tion ;  and  that  the  commons  ot  St.  Charles  may 
be,  also,  applied  to  the  same  object.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Benjamin  Bridges,  praying  to  be  compen- 
sated for  military  services  rendered  during  the 
late  war ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentuckv,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  James  Jackson,  and  J.  C.  McLamoie, 
sureties  of  the  late  Robert  Searcy,  made  a  report 
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taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported  to 
the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  Senate  then  proceedeci  to  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  "  to  provide  gradual  supplies 
of  cannon,  bombs,  and  howitz,  for  the  fortifications 
of  the  United  States."  After  some  discussion,  in 
which  Messrs.  Lowrie,  Jackson,  Smith,  and 
King,  of  New  York,  took  part,  the  bill  was  post- 
poned till  Mondav  next. 

The  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Alexander  Mitchell,  deceased,"  was  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  bill  pro- 
vides for  the  reimbursement  of  a  sum  of  money 
paid  for  a  license  on  a  still,  under  certain  circum- 
stances. The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate, and 
passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt, 
together  with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  Mondav  next. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  un- 
favorable to  the  petition  of  Sarah  Easton  and 
Dorothv  Storer,  was  again  taken  up;  but  after 
some  further  discussion,  by  Messrs.  Bell,  Bar- 
bour, Lanman,  Smith,  and  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
it  was  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  for  consideration,  in 
Committee  of  the  WholCj  the  bill  authorizing  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  for  the  Western  dis- 
trict of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  to  report  upon  cer- 
tain land  claims  within  the  said  district.  The  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  French,  British,  and 
Spanish  titles  to  lands  within  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  situate  to  the  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  and  island  of  New  Orleans,  which 
have  not  been  recognised  as  valid  by  the  Govern-  | 
ment  of  the  United  States,  to  institute  proceedings 
to  try  the  validity  thereof,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments made  thereto  by  the  Senate  as  in  Committee 
uf  the  Whole;  and  the  said  amendments  being 
concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Lloyd, 
of  Massachusetts,  was  again  read.  The  resolution 
requests  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
copies  of  the  instructions  given  to  our  Ministers  to 
France,  with  the  correspondence,  and  such  other 
information  in  reference  to  spoliations  committed 
on  our  commerce  by  the  vessels  of  that  nation 
previous  to  the  year  1800  as  it  may  be  proper  to 
communicate,  in  order  to  show  how  far  the  indi- 
vidual claims  to  indemnity  for  those  spoliations 
was  affected  by  the  convention  concluded  with 
France  in  the  yeai  1800. 

Mr.  Barbodr  stated  that,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  the 
numerous  petitions  on  this  subject  was  referred, 
he  had  communicated  with  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  relation  to  it.    He  had  been  informed  that  the 


documents  connected  with  these  claims  were  so 
voluminous  that  they  could  not  possibly  be  pre- 
pared during  the  present  session.  He  did  not 
make  this  remark  in  opposition  to  the  resolution, 
but  merely  to  show  to  the  Senate  the  reason  why  > 
the  Committee  would  not  be  able  to  report  on 
these  claims. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  few  re-  J 
marks  in  favor  of  the  resolution.    He  was  not 
sufficiently  informed  on  the  subject,  although  it 
involved  claims  of  a  large  amount,  for  want  of 
the  information  mentioned  in  the  resolution.   And,  i 
as  those  claims  could  not  be  acted  upon  with  pro-  ! 

Eriety  until  this  information  was  obtained,  he  i 
oped  the  resolution  would  be  agreed  to,  even 
though  it  might  postpone  a  decision  on  the  claims 
until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

TRANSPORTATION  OF  SPECIE,  Ac.,  IN  PUB- 
LIC VESSELS. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  "regulating  the  transportation  of  gold  \ 
and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and  jewels,  and  carry- 
ing of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit  the  receipt  of 
merchandise,  in  the  public  vessels  of  the  United 
States,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  said,  as  he  had  offered 
the  resolution  which  gave  rise  to  this  bill,  he  thoogbt 
it  his  duty  to  state  the  views  which  induced  him  | 
to  propose  it.  He  felt  a  great  interest  in  the  Navy, 
and  wished  to  do  all  he  could  to  sustain  its  honor. 
He  believed  the  permission  to  carry  specie  bad 
grown  up,  like  many  other  of  our  practices,  from 
the  example  of  England.  But  it  became  now  ne- 
cessary to  inquire  how  far  the  honor  and  welfare 
of  the  country  and  its  Navy  was  compromitted 
by  this  practice.  Considerable  sums  of  money 
have  been  made  in  this  traffic  by  some  of  our  offi- 
cers; our  public  vessels  have  been  the  deposito- 
ries and  the  insurers  of  the  property  of  foreign 
nations,  and  of  belligerents.  This  permission  to 
carry  specie  was  calculated  to  destroy  the  fine  and 
chivalrous  feelings  of  the  officer — to  turn  his  mind 
from  seeking  ''  reputation  at  the  cannon's  month, ' 
to  interested  and  sordid  pursuits.  Further  than 
this,  the  practice  was  liable  to  involve  us  in  dim' 
cuities  with  foreign  nations.  It  was  an  infringe- 
ment of  our  neutral  character;  it  was  authorizing 
a  practice  in  reeard  to  those  nations  which  bad 
not  the  power  of  resistance,  which  the  more  pow- 
erful would  never  submit  to.  These  considera- 
tions, affecting  the  character  of  the  country  and 
the  Navy,  led  him  to  believe  that  the  transporta- 
tion of  specie  in  public  vessels  ought  to  be  pro* 
hibitecj.  .      . 

Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  he  believed 
that  the  transportation  of  specie  in  public  vessels 
might  be  permitted,  under  certain  regulations, 
without  detriment  to  the  service.  Great  Britain 
had  allowed  this  practice  in  her  navy,  time  out  oi 
mind,  under  restrictions.  In  our  Navy  there  has 
been  no  regulation  on  the  subject,  and  i^  o^S^ 
not  to  be  permitted  to  go  on  so.  Our  vessels  wc^ 
liable  to  engage  in  improper  cruises,  and  to  enter 
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second  reading ;  aod  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 

printed. 

PURCHASERS  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Indiana,  suggesting  the  expedi- 
eacj  of  aothonzing,  by  law,  all  those  persons  who 
safiered  a  forfeiture  ot  lands  on  which  payments 
had  been  made,  and  the  forfeiture  incurred  prior 
to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public 
hadsj  passed  in  1821,  to  apply  the  amount  paid 
to  the  purchase  of  other  lands';  and^  of  reducing 
the  price  of  certain  public  lands  withm  that  State, 
of  an  inferior  quality.  The  memorial  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Noble  said,  in  presenting  the  abore  me- 
morial, that  he  was  proud  to  have  it  in  his  power 
to  say,  that  in  the  memorial,  the  Legislature  had 
manifested  their  attachment  to  the  Federal  Gr07- 
emment,  and  for  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  it. 
He  said,  the  Legislature  had  gone  further — that 
they  had,  on  the  part  of  their  constituents,  and  for 
themsdres,  acknowledged  the  benevolent  policy 
heretofore  exercised  bv  Congress  towards  the  pur- 
chasers of  public  lanus,  by  which  many  of  them 
hare  been  redeemed  from  ruin,  and  saved  from 
forfeiture;  and  without  the  aid  of  such  policy, 
their  lands  must  have  reverted  to  the  United 
States. 

The  Legislature,  said  Mr.  N.,  presents  two  sub- 
jects for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  both  of 
which  he  deemed  to  be  well  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. The  first  was,  that  of  permitting,  by  law, 
those  individuals  who,  prior  to  the  act  of  Congress 
for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands,  passed 
m  1S21,  suffered  a  forfeiture  of  lands  on  which 
one  or  more  payments  had  been  made,  to  apply 
the  amount  of  their  forfeitures  in  the  purchase  of 
other  lands,  confining  them  to  the  districts  wherein 
the  forfeitures  accrued.  There  can  be  no  objec- 
tioQ  to  this,  because  the  lands  have  reverted  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  amount  of  money  paid  by 
the  purchaser,  which  was  the  forfeiture,  is  in  your 
Ireasnrv.  You  are  not  asked  for  money,  but 
meTciy  lor  land,  since  jrou  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  stlUnff  in  tracts  of  eighty  acres,  and  the  appli- 
cauon  ot  the  forfeitures  to  be  confined  to  the  same 
land  districts. 

The  second  subject  is,  the  exf>ediency  of  reduc- 
•^  the  price  of  public  lands  in  those  districts 
^ere  they  had  been  offered  for  sale,  for  ten  or 
^^  years,  and  have  not  yet  found  purchasers. 
Tb»  history  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  this 
coa&try^  proves,  that,  to  reduce  the  price  of  your 
lands  is  the  old  settled  parts  of  the  country,  is  a 
trae  policy.  We  all  know,  that  your  good  lands 
are  first  selected,  and  the  most  mdifferent  tracts 
^f^  rejected ;  and,  as  the  districts  become  closely 
^ttied,  these  refused,  indifferent,  and  broken  tracts 
of  land,  serve  only  for  those  persons  adjacent,  to 
trespais  upon,  cut,  and  carry  away  your  timber, 
thereby,  in  time,  rendering  the  land  of  little  or  no 
value  to  the  Giovemment.  The  Legislature  of 
Indiana,  from  the  pride  of  attachment  to  the  Gen- 
eral Govcnunenty  and  for  their  interest,  as  well  as 


the  interest  of  the  State,  apprize  you  of  the  facts, 
aod  disclaim  any  other  motive. 

SARAH  EA8T0N  AND  DOROTHY  8T0RER. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dor- 
othy Storer,  was  again  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion. The  grounds  of  this  claim  were  stated  par- 
ticularly when  it  was  before  under  discussion. 
The  petitioners  are  daughters  of  Colonel  Robert 
H.  Harrison.  Aid-de-camp  to  General  Washing- 
ton ;  and  they  claim  the  commutation  for  half- 
pay  and  bounty  land,  which  they  state  to  have 
oeen  due  to  their  late  father.  The  question  be- 
fore the  Senate  was,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Lloto  of  Maryland,  to  reverse  the  report.  This 
motion  was  advocated,  and  the  claim  supported 
by  Messrs.  Hatne,  Lanman,  and  Smith,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  and  Tay- 
lor of  Virginia.  The  question  on  reversing  the 
report  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 14 
in  favor  of,  and  25  against  it,  as  follows: 

Ybai — Menrs.  Baibour,  Eaton,  Hajne,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Loaisiana,  Lan- 
man, Llovd  of  Maryland,  Mills,  Smith,  Talbot,  Thom- 
as, Van  Bnren,  and  Van  Dyke. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Branch,  Brown, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'WoIf,  Dickerson,  Edwards  of 
Connecticat,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Kelly,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Knight,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Ma- 
con, Noble,  Palmer,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of 
Virginia,  and  Williams. 

Whereupon,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Hatne  moved  that  the  several  resolutions 
proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President,  should  be  taken  up.  In 
calling  up  these  resolutions,  he  said,  that  they  had 
been  lying  so  many  weeks  upon  the  table,  that  he 
felt  himself  bound  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  them,  at  this  time,  in  order  that  some 
decision  should  take  place  in  relation*  to  them.  It 
will  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  several  prop- 
ositions to  amend  the  Constitution,  one  of  them 
by  himself,  had  been  submitted^  very  soon  after 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  and  though 
one  of  those  propositions^  submitted  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton,) 
had  been  discussed,  no  decision  had  taken  place 
on  any  of  them.  The  indisposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman, and  the  usual  courtesy  of  the  Senate, 
had  influenced  that  postponement.  It  was  no 
longer  desired,  however,  on  that  ground,  and 
therefore  it  had  become  necessary  for  the  Senate 
now  to  decide  whether  they  intended  to  act  on 
the  subject  during  the  present  session.  Mr.  H. 
had  understood,  from  several  of  the  members, 
that  they  deemed  the  present  period  unfavorable 
to  the  adoption  of  any  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  too  much  excitement  was  supposed 
to  exist  in  relation  to  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendment — ^the  Presidential  filectioo.    He  had 
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accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  petitioners 
have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland^  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  Vestry  of  Christ  church, 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  reported  a  bill  for  en- 
closing the  burial  ground  of  Christ  church  par- 
ish; which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Kentucky  dis- 
trict, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Andrew  Mitchell,  deceased,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  establishment  of  a  turnpike  company  in  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia," was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  roister  of  the  land 
office  for  the  western  district  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana to  report  upon  certain  land  claims  within 
the  said  district,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  French,  Brit- 
ish, and  Spanish  titles  to  lands  within  that  part 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana  situated  to  the  east  of 
the  Mississippi  river  and  island  of  New  Orleans, 
which  have  not  been  recognised  as  valid  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  to  institute 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  the 
Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  *'  to  authorize  the  employment 
of  certain  assistants  in  the  General  Land  Office." 
This  bill  authorizes  the  employment  of  draughts- 
men to  prepare  maps  which  have  been  ordered  by 
the  Senate.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment ;  and  passed  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

PUBLIC  LANDS  IN  INDIANA. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Indiana,  praying  permission 
to  revoke  the  ordinance  exempting  from  taxation 
for  five  years  those  public  lands  wnich  have  been 
sold,  reported  a  bill  granting  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titioners in  part  The  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  have  had  under 
their  consideration,  a  joint  resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  aaking  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  the  revocation  of  that  part  of  the  com- 
pact between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  In- 
diana, by  which  all  public  lands  sold  in  that  State, 
aiUr  the  Ist  day  of  December,  1816,  were  exempted 
from  taxation  bj  the  State,  for  the  term  of  tivt  years 
after  the  sale  thereof,  and  submit  the  following  re- 
port— 

By  the  general  regulations  for  the  sale  of  the  United 
States  lands,  passed  on  10th  May,  1800,  the  United 
States  reserved  a  reversionary  interest  for  the  term  of 
five  years,  in  all  lands  by  them  sold.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  term,  if  the  lands  sold  were  not  fully  paid  for, 
they  mighty  in  the  manner  described  in  those  regula- 


tions, revert  absolutely  to  the  United  States ;  although, 
during  that  term,  the  purchaser  had  an  estate  in  the 
lands  purchased,  (subject  to  the  revision,)  which  might 
have  been  taxed  by  the  State  in  which  they  lie,  if  do 
compact  to  the  contrary  had  been  made. 

To  guard  this  reversionary  interest  from  the  embar* 
rassments  that  might  have  been  created  by  the  States 
exercising  the  right  of  taxation,  and  to  prevent  the 
debtors  of  the  United  States  from  being  rendered  leu 
able  to  pay  for  their  lands,  the  United  States  required, 
as  one  of  the  conditions  to  the  propositions  made  to 
the  several  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Alabama,  in  their  respec- 
tive acts  authorizing  them  to  form  their  constitutions, 
that  they  should  provide  by  ordinances  irrevocable, 
without  the  consent  of  Congress  that  all  lands  sold 
by  the  United  Statea,  within  the  limits  of  those  seve- 
ral States,  after  the  times  limited  in  said  acts  respec- 
tively, should  be  exempt  from  any  taxation  under  the 
authority  of  those  particular  States,  daring  the  said 
term  of  five  years. 

With  this  condition  each  of  the  enumerated  States 
complied. 

Afterwards,  by  an  act  passed  on  the  34th  of  April, 
18S0,  Congress,  among  other  things,  abolished  the 
system  of  credit  in  the  sales  of  public  lands  made  ader 
the  first  of  July  of  that  year. 

Upon  this  event,  the  committee  is  of  opinion  that 
every  reason  which  induced  that  condition  cea«ed; 
that  the  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  after  the  Ut 
of  July,  1820,  being  absolutely  private  property,  be- 
came taxable  of  right  by  the  States  in  which  thej  lie; 
and  that  a  proper  case  had  then  occurred,  in  which 
to  give  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  revocation  of 
so  much  of  those  compacts  as  provide  for  the  exemp- 
tion in  question,  as  seems,  indeed,  to  have  been  anti- 
cipated and  provided  for,  by  the  several  acts  author- 
izing the  formation  of  those  States,  and  the  ordinances 
passed  by  their  conventions. 

That  the  enhancement  of  the  value  of  public  lands 
was  not  the  object  of  Congress,  in  requiring  those  ex- 
emptions from  taxation,  is  manifest  from  rhe  fset,  that 
no  such  exemption  has  ever  been  attached  to  the  sale 
of  lands  in  the  several  7*erritories  of  the  United  States, 
neither  before  nor  since  the  adoption  of  the  enumerated 
States  into  the  Union.  Yet,  as  the  compacts  in  that 
respect  were  not  revoked  in  point  offset,  but  remained 
in  force  to  the  present  time ;  and,  as  the  exemption 
from  taxation  many  have  entered  into  the  indooe- 
ment  to  the  purchase  of  lands  heretofore  sold  under 
it,  the  committee  deem  it  inexpedient  to  propose  any 
change  in  those  compacts  that  may  affect  lands  here- 
tofore sold  by  the  United  States. 

But,  believing  that  every  reason  for  such  exemptions 
hss  ceased  with  regard  to  the  United  SUtea.  and  that 
groat  inequality  and  injustice  are  produced  in  those 
individual  States,  by  the  unequal  burdens  imposed  on 
that  class  of  their  citizens  who  purchased  before  the 
formation  of  their  respective  constitutions,  and  that 
class  who  purchased  since;  and,  also,  by  a  great  di- 
minution of  the  revenues  of  those  Ststes  after  it  hsi| 
ceased  to  be  necessary,  or  even  useful  to  the  United 
States,  the  committee  submit  a  bill  declaring  the  con- 
sent of  Congress,  to  the  revocation  of  so  much  of  tht 
said  ordinances  as  establishes  the  exeropii'ins  com* 
plsined  of  by  the  State  of  Indiana  on  her  part,  »o 
far  as  they  may  affect  lands  hereafter  to  be  sold  by  the 
United  Stetes. 

The  report  aod  bill  were  read,  and  passed  to  a 
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Nifiian  £dwards,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Illioois,  (reeeDtly  appointed  Minister  to  Mexico,} 
jesigoinj?  his  seat  in  the  Senate ;  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Tboius,  the  President  of  the  senate  was 
leqoested  to  inform  the  Execatiye  of  the  State 
of  Illinois  of  tliis  resignation. 

Ordeni^  That  a  member  be  appointed  on  the 
select  eofflmitteeon  roads  and  canals,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Edwards ;  and  Mr.  Van  Dtkb  was  ap- 
pointed. 

Tile  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
the  rerocation  of  certain  parts  of  the  ordmances 
therein  mentioned,  and  the  bill  for  enclosing  the 
bonal  groond  of  Christ  Church  Parish,  were 
sererally  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Jackson  and  J.  C^  McLamore ;  and, 
in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the  peti- 
tioners hare  leave  to  witharaw  their  petition  and 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  joint  Library  Committee  on  the  memorial  of 
Waj  fL  Gideon,  and  of  Edward  De  Krafi^ ;  and 
it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  more  enectually  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence  by  estaUishinff  an  uniform  mi- 
litia sifstem  throughout  the  United  States,  and 
prondinf fn  the  discipline  thereof;  and  it  was 
postrooed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt, 
together  with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto ; 
and  it  was  postponed  to  Friday  nexL 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  ex- 
porutioD  of  cordage  manufactured  in  the  United 
c^ies  from  foreign  hemp ;  and  it  was  postponed 
to  the  23d  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
onfioished  bosiness  of  yesterday,  being  the  several 
tesolntions  prc^K>sing  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tnibn  in  relation  to  the  election  of  President  and 
yiee  President.  The  question  was  upon  the  mo- 
to  of  Mr,  Kino,  of  New  York,  to  postpone  the 
wsolutioBs  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Hathe  stated  that  he  had  this  morning 
received  information  that  the  health  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton,) 
^  had  submitted  one  of  these  resolutions,  was 
*^  far  restored,  that  he  expected,  in  a  day  or  two, 
to  rwttme  hts  seat ;  and  he  had,  therefore,  re- 
quested that  the  subject  should  be  still  further 
P*^?«€d  for  a  few  days.  Mr.  H.  yielded  cheer- 
^a|if  tothat  reque^;  and,  therefore,  mored  that 

u  ^^^^"*  should,  for  the  present,  lie  on  the 
tawe.  which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

SUPPLY  OF  CANNON,  Ac. 

The  IhU  making  appropriations  for  the  purchase 
of  eanaon,  bombs,  and  howitz,  for  the  fortifica- 
J^ona  of  iiie  United  States,  was  again  taken  up. 
I  hjs  bai  proYides  an  appropriation  of  8125.000, 
^°\f"* «?'  f«  four  years,  tor  the  purpose  specified. 

Air.  Sjcrrn  replied  to  the  objections  advanced 


by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  against  the  bill,  when 
it  was  before  imder  consideration.  He  proceeded 
to  show  the  necessity  of  fortifications,  and  theii 
adequate  armament,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  Navy, 
in  the  defence  of  the  country ;  and  explained  the 
course  which  had,  hitherto,  been  taken  by  the 
Government,  in  relation  to  the  fortifications.  He 
explained  the  advantages  of  a  specific  appropria- 
tion for  this  object,  over  a  dependence  upon  its 
insertion  in  theffeneral  annual  appropriation  bill; 
as  the  sum  to  be  expended  would  be  certain  for 
several  years,  and,  by  making  the  contracts  for  a 
term  of  years,  economy  would  be  promoted. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  said  he  had  come  to 
the  determination  not  to  vote  for  any  appropria- 
tion until  he  thoroughlv  understood  its  object. 
He  did  not  yet  possess  tne  necessary  information 
upon  this  subject;  which  he  had  expected  to  re- 
ceive from  the  honorable  gentleman  who  intro- 
duced this  billj  or  from  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  as  to  the  state  of  the 
fortifications,  and  the  necessity  of  this  appropria- 
tion. Mr.  H.  then  recapitulated  the  several  ap- 
propriations which  had  been  made  for  the  fortin- 
cations,  and  the  estimates  for  the  same.  From 
these  statements,  he  inferred  that  the  forts  were 
not  in  a  situation  to  receive  the  cannon,  not  being 
yet  finished.  He  thought  they  would  not  be  in 
^readiness  to  receive  their  armament,  for  three  or 
four  years  to  come.  He  wished  for  more  detailed 
information,  as  to  the  size  of  the  forts,  the  number 
and  kind  of  cannon  required,  the  expense,  dbc. 

Mr.  Jackson  said,  he  had  believed,  that  the  heads 
of  Departments  were  the  proper  persons  to  furnish 
the  information  relating;  to  the  business  of  their 
Departments.  The  information  in  regard  to  this 
subject  had  been  fully  furnished  from  the  War 
Department,  on  the  application  of  the  honorable 
member  who  introduced  the  bill,  and  had  been 
laid  before  the  Senate.  Mr.  J.  said  he  was  sur- 
prised to  be  called  upon,  as  chairman  of  the  Mili- 
tary Committee,  when  such  information  was  be- 
fore the  Senate,  and  open  to  every  gentleman  who 
wished  to  inform  himself.  He  read  the  commu- 
nication of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to 
the  provision  of  cannon,  dbc,  for  the  fortifications. 
The  information  contained  in  this  conununica- 
tion,  Mr.  J.  said,  had  entirely  convinced  the  com- 
mittee of  the  necessity  of  this  measure ;  and  they 
had  thought  that  the  appropriation  proposed,  for 
four  years,  would  answer  the  purpose  of  makinjg^ 
the  purchases,  at  such  times,  and  in  such  quanti- 
ties, as  the  service  of  the  country,  and  the  state  of 
the  forts,  would  require.  He  said,  he  was  aston- 
ished to  hear  from  gentlemen,  in  this  debate,  that 
the  country  was  to  depend  entirely  upon  its  Navy 
for  defence.  The  Navy  was  certainly  a  powerftu 
arm  of  defence;  but  he  considered  the  fortifica- 
tions, also,  as  extremely  important,  as  furnishing 
another  means  of  defence.  He  well  recollected 
with  what  difficulty  a  sufficient  force  had  been 
armed  to  defend  the  country  against  the  toma- 
hawk and  the  scalping  knife  of  a  savage  enemy. 
It  was  necessary  to  pay  attention  to  the  fortifica- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  the  country,  as  well  as  to 
the  Navy,  to  stop  the  inlets,  by  which  an  enemy 
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been  informed  that  a  majority  of  this  House 
deemed  it  inexpedient  to  act  on  the  subject  during 
the  present  session.  Mr.  H.  was  not  disposed  to 
press  for  a  decision  on  the  amendments,  if  such 
was  the  fact.  But,  as  public  attention  had  been 
excited,  and  the  people  certainly  were  waiting 
with  some  anxiety  for  our  decision,  Mr.  H.  hoped 
that  the  Senate  would  now  say  whether  these 
propositions  shall  be  discussed  and  acted  on  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  or  whether  they  should  be 
indefinitely  postponed.  For  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing this  to  the  test,  h^  would  move  that  these 
resolutions  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next,  and  he  hoped  that  no  gentleman  would 
TOte  for  that  proposition,  who  was  not  disposed 
to  act  decisirely  on  the  subject  before  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  resolutions  prevailed. 
Mr.  Kino  of  New  York,  thon  moved  tor  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  the  whole  subject.  This 
motion  save  rise  to  considerable  discussion,  in 
which  Messrs.  Kino  of  New  York,  Hayne,  Van 
BuREN,  LowRiE,  Llotd  of  Maryland,  Mills, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Bell,  and  Dickerson,  parti- 
cipated. It  was  contended,  on  the  one  hand,  that 
it  could  not  be  expected  by  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  that  any  one  of  the  different  propositions 
could  be  adopted  at  the  present  session — tnat  there 
was  much  other  business,  more  immediately  im- 
portant, to  be  acted  upon ;  as  the  amendment,  if 
adopted  at  all,  could  not  be  adopted  in  season  to 
operate  upon  the  next  election — and  that  a  time 
when  the  public  mind  was  not  so  much  agitated 
on  the  subject  of  an  election,  as  at  present,  would 
be  more  favorable  to  the  discussion ;  as  there 
might  be  some  parts  of  the  country  which  were 
yet  waitins,  in  vain  expectation  that  some  amend- 
ment would  be  adopted  at  the  present  session, 
which  would  efiect  the  particular  course  which 
they  might  see  fit  to  pursue  in  regard  to  the  next 
election. 

In  the  course  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Van  Buren 
said,  he  hoped  the  motion  made  by  his  colleague, 
for  indefinite  postponement,  would  not  prevail. 
There  was  not.  in  his  judgment,  any  reason  why 
the  Senate  could  not  act  upon  the  subject  as  well 
now  as  at  any  other  time.  If  the  state  of  feeling 
on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  could 
possibly  be  supposed  to  create  an  objection  to  act- 
ing upon  the  matter  at  this  session,  it  was  to  be 
regretted  that  that  consideration  had  not  had  an 
earlier  influence.  We  had  commenced  this  busi- 
ness under  circumstances  peculiarly  auspicious ; 
the  various  propositions  suomitted  nad  been  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  high  respectability,  who 
had,  with  great  unanimity,  reported  a  proposition. 
He  thought  there  was  aclequate  time  to  act  upon 
the  one  reported.  He  differed  from  his  colleague 
in  his  impression  that  there  was  any  portion  of 
the  Union  which  expected  that  the  Constitution 
would  be  amended  in  seasoii  for  the  next  election. 
That  was  rendered  impossible  by  the  necessary 
process  through  which  tne  amendments  proposed 
must  pass,  and  such,  he  was  satisfied,  was  the 
understanding  of  it ;  and  there  was,  therefore, 
no  reason  arising  from  that  consideration  which 


would  render  it  proper  to  stop  now,  after  so  much 
progress  bad  already  been  made  in  the  subject. 

Without  taking  the  question  on  the  motion  to 
postpone,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


TUESDAY]  March  9. 

The  following  Message  was  yesterday  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Hotise  of  Repruentativts  of  the  United  Statu: 

On  the  3d  March,  1819,  James  Miller  wts  first 
com  missioned  as  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas, for  the  term  of  three  years  Irom  that  date. 

Before  the  expiration  of  that  time,  and  in  the 
Winter  of  1821-2,  a  nomination  of  him  for  re-ap- 
pointment was  intended,  and  believed  by  me  to  have 
been  made  to  the  Senate,  and  to  have  received  the 
confirmation  of  that  body. 

By  some  accident,  the  cause  of  whidi  is  unknown, 
it  appears  that  this  impression  was  erroneous,  ind, 
in  December,  1822,  it  was  discovered  that  Mr.  Miller 
had  not  then  beenrecommissioned,  though,  in  the  con- 
fidence that  he  had  been,  he  had  continued  to  act  in 
that  capacity.  He  was  then  renominated  to  the  Sen- 
ate, with  the  additional  proposal  that  his  commisgion 
Bhoald  take  efiect  from  Bd  March,  1822,  when  hii  first 
commission  had  expired. 

The  nomination  was  confirmed  by  the  Senate  lo 
far  as  regarded  the  appointment,  but  without  concnr- 
rence  in  the  retrospective  effect  proposed  to  be  given 
to  the  commission. 

His  second  commission,  therefore,  bears  date  on  3d 
Janaary,  1823,  and  the  interposition  of  the  Legisla- 
ture becomes  necessary  to  legalize  his  official  acta  in 
the  interval  between  3d  March,  1822,  and  that  time 
a  subject  which  I  recommend  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washikotoit,  March  8,  1822. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  employing  of  certain 
assistants  in  the  General  Land  Omce,  having 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  reaa  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation of  the  petition  of  Samuel  Peters. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  Hewes,  of  Louisiana,  praying 
the  restitution  of  a  sum  of  money  exacted  bom 
him  by  the  marshal  of  Louisiana,  under  an  exe- 
cution issued  against  him  from  tne  district  court 
of  Vermont,  in  favor  of  the  United  States;  aUe- 
gio^  that  the  judgment  was  unjustly  rendered 
against  him.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Rezin  Rawlings  and 
John  Locke,  executors  of  Daniel  RawIingS' 
whereupon,  Mr.  E.  communicated  additional  evi- 
dence in  support  of  the  claim  of  the  petitioners; 
and,  on  his  motion,  the  said  petition,  with  the  ad- 
ditional evidence,  was  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Hon 
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Senate. 


been  commenced,  and  oearlv  completed.    Mr.  J. 
stated  the  sitaatioD  of  seTerai  of  the  forts. 

Mr.  Smith  made  some  farther  remarks  in  op- 
position to  postponement. 

Mr.  Bahbocr  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  fact,  that,  when  a  proposition  was  made  to 
insert  t  new  item  in  an  appropriation  bill,  from 
the  other  House,  it  always  was  objected  to.  He 
thoDgbt  that  the  question  now  was,  whether  the 
object  was  one  which  ought  to  be  carried  into 
effect^  without  reference  to  any  bill  which  might 
come  from  the  other  House.  He  was  in  favor  of 
the  appropriation,  as  being  calculated  to  place  our 
fortifications  in  a  respectable  situation.  Mr.  B. 
said,  he  knew  something,  from  experience,  on  this 
subject— as  the  waters  of  his  State,  which  were 
a  great  blessing  to  them  in  time  of  peace,  had 
prored  the  source  of  bloodshed  and  destruction,  in 
tune  of  war. 

He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question 
of  postponement. 

Theqaestion  was  then  taken  and  decided  against 
postponement — 18  to  23. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Chanu- 
lea's  motion,  to  strike  out  four  years,  and  insert' 
oae  year.    This  was  decided  in  the  negative — 19 
to  22. 

The  qoestion  was  then  taken,  upon  passing  the 
bill  to  he  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — 31  to  10,  as  follows : 

Yiis— Menrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Branch,  Chandler 
C/artoo,  D'Wolf,  Dickeraon,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Fiod- 
hj,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of 
MiHisfippi,  JacksOD,  Johnaon  of  Kentucky,  Johnaon 
of  Losiaaoa,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Lloyd 
of  Maiyland,  Lloyd  of  MassachusetU,  Mills,  Parrott, 
dfflitb,  Ttlbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
ViB  Dyke,  Ware,  and  WiUlams. 

>'ATi-MeHn.  Bell,  Elliott,  King  of  New  York, 
Lumio,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Palmer,  Roggles,  Seymour, 
ud  Thomas. 

So  the  bill  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
tbird  lime. 


Wednesday,  March  10. 

Mr.  RcQOLES  presented  the  petition  of  Jonas 
Aiford,  praying  that  the  benefit  of  the  fourth  sec- 
rioo  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of 
poUic  lands,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  1820. 
^j  be  extended  to  him ;  which  was  read,  and 
Kfened  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
Gvynn,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying  that  a 
^amof  money,  erroneously  paid  by  hun  into  the 
Treasory,  may  be  restored ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  memorial 
of  William  D.  Stone,  praying  to  be  permitted  to 
locate  a  tract  of  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  on 
i^«  Mobile  river,  as  an  indemnitor  for  a  like  quan- 
u^!  eUimed  by  him  under  a  British  ^rant,  which 
be  states  has  been  lost.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  refetted  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  biQ  ''  for  the  gradual  supply  of  cannon, 
bombs,  aad  howitz,  lor  the  fortifications,"  was 


read  the  third  time.  Mr.  Lowaic  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
to  the  purchase  of  "  field  artillery,  their  carriages, 
and  caissons ;"  which  was  agreed  to.  The  l>ili 
was  then  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  repeal,  in  part,  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
Alabama  Territory  to  form  a  Constitution  and 
State  Government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  to  "  define  the 
boundaries  of  the  Edwardsville  and  Sangamo 
Military  Land  District,  in  the  State  of  Illinois," 
was  taien  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
Barton  explained  the  object  of  the  bill.  It  was 
then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Ohio,  asking  the  assent  of  Congress 
to  the  sale  of  the  school  lands  within  that  State. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, "  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth,"  was 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  bill 
proposes  to  allow  an  additional  pension  to  this  pe- 
titioner, who  was  badly  wounded  and  disabled  at 
the  battle  of  Chippewa. 

Mr.  Noble  opposed  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Lan- 
MAN,  Holmes,  or  Maine,  and  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, supported  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noble,  the  bill  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  <<  for  the  relief  of  Alfred  Moore  and  Ster- 
ling Orgain."  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  This  bill  proposes  to  pay  the  petitioners 
for  certain  blacksmith's  work  done  for  the  Ten- 
nessee volunteers  engaged  in  the  Seminole  war. 

Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky.  Kelly,  Chand- 
ler, and  Jackson,  spoke  upon  tne  subject.  -The 
bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  ^ybole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Sarah  Venable  and  Jane  Morgan ;  and,  no  amend- 
ments having  been  proposed,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  tbird  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
extinguishment  pf  the  debt  due  to  the  United 
States,  by  the  purchasers  of  public  lands;  and  it 
was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

TRANSPORTATION  OP  SPECIE,  dtc,  IN  PUB- 

Lie  VESSELS. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Nava 
Afiairs,  "regulating  the  transportation  of  gold 
and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and  jewels,  and  carry- 
ing of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit  the  receipt  of 
merchandise,  in  the  public  vessels  of  the  United 
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^States,"  was  again  taken  up  for  consideration,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  few  re- 
marks in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  proposed  to  amend 
the  bill,  so  as  to  prohibit  the  public  vessels  of  the 
United  States  from  giving  convoy  to  vessels  of 
belligerent  nations,  having  specie,  d^c,  on  board. 

Messrs.  Parrott,  Lowrie,  Llotd,  of  Mary- 
land, Smith,  and  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke 
upon  the  propriety  of  this  amendment,  and  it  was 
Uien  adopted. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  suggested  a  verbal 
amendment,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Parrott  proposed  an  amendment,  in  r^ 
gard  to  the  distribution  of  the  commission  re- 
ceived for  the  transportation  of  specie  dtc.  The 
bill  .provides  that  one-third  part  of  the  freight 
money  so  received,  shall  go  to  the  commandmg 
officer  of  the  vessel ;  one  third  to  the  coromis- 
sioned  officers,  and  the  remaining  third  to  the  Na- 
vy Hospital  Fund.  Mr.  P.'s  motion  was,  that 
the  commanding  officer  should  have  one-half;  that 
one^uarter  should  go  to  the  Navy  Hospital  Fund, 
and  the  other  quarter  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fund. 

Some  debate  arose  upon  this  motion,  in  which 
Messrs.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  Llotd.  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Chandler,  Parrott,  and  Hatne,  took 
part.  The  Senate  refused  to  adopt  this  amend- 
ment. An  explanation  of  the  object  and  uses  of 
the  Hospital  Fund  was  made  tetwcen  Messrs. 
Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Smith. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as 
amended,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
Uiird  time. 

AMA8A  STETSON. 

The  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson," 
was  then  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  details  of  this  claim  were  stated  in  the  report 
of  its  discussion,  some  weeks  since.  The  peti- 
tioner was  a  deputy  commissary  at  Boston,  during 
the  late  war;  and  he  claims  remuneration  for 
losses  sustained  by  the  payment  of  interest  on 
moneys  advanced  for  the  Government,  and  by 
the  depreciation  of  the  Treasury  notes,  and  also 
prays  compensation  for  extra  services  performed. 
The  Committee  on  Claims  in  the  Senate,  reported 
a  bill  for  his  relief,  which,  after  considerable  dis- 
cussion, was,  some  time  since,  recommitted  for 
the  purpose  of  allowing  an  additional  sum  to  Mr. 
Stetson.  The  committee,  subsequently,  reported 
the  bill,  with  a  new  section,  making  the  additional 
allowances,  as  instructed.  This  bill  proposes  to 
ffrant  Mr.  Stetson,  in  the  whole,  about  $8,000. 
Messrs.  Mills^  Rdgoles,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Tay- 
lor of  Virginia,  Edwards  and  Lloyd  of  Massa- 
chusetts, spoke  upon  the  claim.  The  question 
was  then  taken  on  the  new  section  proposed  by 
the  committee,  which'  is  as  follows : 

*<  Bt  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be»  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  and  di- 
rected to  pay  to  the  said  Amasa  Stetson  6ve  hundred 
and  fourteen  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents,  being  for 
interest  on  two  warrants  issued  in  his  favor  in  1814 
and  1816,  until  paid ;  also,  one  thousand  three  hun- 


dred and  eleven  dollars  and  thirty-three  eestt,  being 
for  interest  on  two  thousand  and  etghtynme  dolian 
forty-nine  cents,  paid  by  the  said  Amasa  Stetns  m 
interest  on  moneys  loaned  him  for  the  ose  of  the  Gov* 
arnment,  during  the  late  war ;  ana  also,  «x  bundred 
and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents,  being 
the  discount  on  Treasury  notes  paid  him  in  the  yeir 
1815. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yos  15 
nays  16,  as  follows : 

YxAs— Messrs.  Barton,  D' Wolf,  Dickenon,  Efliot, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentocky, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lleyd  of  Masaachvsetts,  Lewne, 
Mills,  Parrott,  Seymour,  and  Thomas. 

Nats — Messss.  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler,  CUjtoa, 
£aton,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Gaillsfd,  Kellj,  King 
of  Alabama,  Macon,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Ttylor 
of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams. 

Without  reporting  the  bill   the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


Thursday,  March  11. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  lor  consideration : 

Beaohed,  Thai  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aiun  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  a  ntvil 
depot  at  Pensaoola,  or  at  such  place  in  the  vidnitj  of 
it,  as  may,  in  their  opinion,  be  moat  advantageoat  to 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  HoLMca,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  followiog 
motion  for  consideration : 

Ruohedt  Thai  the  Committee  on  the  Jodidv;  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  czpediency  of  prondiflgi 
by  law,  for  the  commencement  of  tihe  next  seeoon  of 
Congress  at  an  earlier  period  than  the  first  Mondij 
in  December  neat. 

Mr.  Elliot  presented  the  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions adopted  at  a  convention  of  the  citizens  o\ 
Oglethorpe  cotmty,  in  Georgia,  remonstratiDg 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  before  Con- 
gress to  increase  tne  duties  on  imports,  as  uncon- 
stitutional and  destructive  of  the  agricultural  and 
commercial  interests  of  the  country ;  which  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committed  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Brown  from  the  select  committee  on  roads 
and  canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  enti* 
tied  "An  act  to  procure  the  necessary  survcp, 
plans,  and  estimates,  upon  the  subject  of  rosc^^ 
and  canals,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Bcren,  from  the  Committee  on  ihe 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  two  rcsolutionj 
upon  the  expediencv  of  amending  the  judiciary 
svstem  of  the  United  States,  reported  two  bills  on 
tne  subject ;  one  of  which  provides^  that  no  lavoi 
any  of  the  States  shall  be  rendered  invalid,  with^ 
out  the  concurrence  of  at  least  five  Judges  of  tbf 
Supreme  Court ;  their  opinions  to  be  separatelf 
expressed.  The  other  bill  provides,  that  there 
shall  be  two  terms  of  the  Supreme  Court  held 
annually  in  the  City  of  Washington;  that  th« 
United  States  shall  be  divided  into  ten  circuit 
districts ;  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  be 
relieved  from  the  duty  of  attending  the  circuil 
courts ;  those  courts  to  be  held  by  the  present  dis' 
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triet  jadgo.  These  bills  were  severally  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  define  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  Edwardsville  and  Springfield  land  dis* 
thcts,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,"  was  read  the  seo- 
ond  time,  ind  passed. 

The  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of  gold 
and  silrer  hulGoD,  specie  and  jewels,  and  carrying 
of  passea^ersj  and  to  prohibit  the  receipt  of  mer- 
cbaodise,  m  the  public  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
wss  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Alfred  Moore  and 
Sterling  Orgain,  assignees  of  Morris  Linsey,  was 
rnd  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Venable  and 
Jane  Morean  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  roblic 
Lands,  "  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
debt  doe  to  the  United  States,  by  the  purchasers 
of  paUie  lands,"  was  then  taken  up  for  consider- 
itioD,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Kino,  of 
Ahbaoa,  explained  the  views  which  induced  the 
eommittee  to  report  this  bill;  Messrs.  RnooLsa 
ud  KiHG,  of  New  York,  made  some  observations 
in  relation  to  it ;  and,  on  the  motion  of  the  latter 
gentleman,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

DEAN  WEYMOUTH. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
"  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth."  In  storming 
I  baitery  at  Bridgewater.  this  petitioner^  then  un- 
der the  command  of  Colonel  Miller,  of  the  21st 
regiment  of  infantrv,  received  several  severe 
wounds,  which  disabled  him  fr^  procuring  his 
subsistence  bv  manual  labor ;  and  one  of  which, 
heiQf  dirough  his  right  knee,  required  that  his  le^ 
shoud  be  amputated.  .  He  is  poor,  and  has  a  wile 
ud  child.  He  now  receives  a  pension  of  eight 
dollars  a  month  from  the  United  States,  and  prays 
ti^at  it  may  be  increased  to  fifteen  aollars  per 
mcDtb.  The  bill  proposes  thus  to  increase  his 
pea^aon. 

Mr.  Noble,  although  he  acknowledged  the  merit 
of  this  petitioner,  opposed  the  bill,  on  the  ground 
^t  be  had  received  as  much  from  the  C^vern- 
ment  as  any  other  person  similarly  situated. 
Messrs.  fiujiCH  and  Lowrie  were  also  opposed 
to  the  biU;  and  it  was  warmly  supported,  on  ac- 
^ant  of  the  meritorious  services,  the  eood  char- 
^^<aod  the  coooplete  disability  of  Mr.  Wey- 
tnutb,  by  Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Lanman, 
tad  Vas  Dyke. 

Mi.  LowaiE,  in  opposing  the  bill,  said  he  con- 
sidtred  it  very  important,  not  as  respecting  the 
iAdindiBl  proposed  to  be  relieved,  but  as  unset- 
^JAg  the  general  system  of  granting  pensions. 
Tbij  ifldividuai  already  received  a  pension  of  $8 
^  Qontb,  being  the  maximum  allowed,  by  the  law, 
t'^  p«Tsms  in  his  situation ;  and,  if  it  were  thought 
pfoper  to  increase  the  pensions  to  such  persons, 
he  beuered  it  would  be  better  to  alter  the  general 
law  for  that  purpose,  than  to  act  upon  individual 
eases.  There  were  many  persons  m  the  country, 
^sme  of  whom  he  could  name,  as  badly  wounded 


as  this  individual,  but  who  had  been  prevented, 
by  their  distance  from  the  Seat  of  Government, 
from  makinff  application  for  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion. All  these  persons  could  come  forward  and 
make  application  to  Congress,  if  the  prayer  of  this 
petitioner  was  granted.  It  was  for  these  reasons 
that  he  would  be  compelled,  however  his  feelings 
might  operate  in  favor  of  the  individual,  to  vote 
against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Chandlee  said,  that,  in  order  to  prevent 
all  future  misunderstanding,  in  case  the  bill  should 
pass,  of  the  reasons  for  granting  this  pension,  he 
wished  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  in  it  the 
words,  "in  consideration  or  his  numerous  and 
severe  wounds  received  at  the  battle  of  Bridge- 
water."  This  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The 
bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed, 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time — ^yeas  21, 
nays  16,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Msisri.  BartoB,  Chandler,  Ckyton,  D'Wolf, 
Eaton,  Hay  no,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Misab- 
sippi,  Jackson,  Johason  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana, Lanman,  Milk,  PaJmwy  Parrott,  Seymour, 
Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Van  Buren,  and 
Van  Dyke. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bell,  Branch,  Edwards,  GaiUard, 
Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight, 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Noble,  Rnggles, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Ware,  and  Williams. 

AMA8A  STETSON. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  being  the 
bill  "for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson,"  was  again 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  reported 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Mills  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing the  additional  section  which  was  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  rejected  yesterday 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  so  far  as  that  section 
provides  for  the  payment  of  interest  to  Mr.  Stet- 
son. This  amendment  was  adopted — 19  to  13; 
and  the  bill,  as  thus  amended,  was  passed  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  explanatory  of  an 
act  confirming  claims  to  lots  in  the  town  of  Mo* 
bile ;  and,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  12. 

JosiAH  S.  Johnston,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  occasioned  b]r  the  resignation  of 
James  Brown,  (appointed  Minister  to  France,) 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  he 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  three  hundred  ad- 
ditional copies  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  of  the  27th  of  January  last,  on  domestic 
manufactures,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Comnaittee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Reuben  Col- 
burn,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to 
be  granted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bell,  the  Committee  of 
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Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  James  Thomas,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  additional  evidence  in 
support  of  the  claim  of  Martin  Lincoln  and  Ann 
F.  Humphreys;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation of  the  petition  of  Jonas  Alford. 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
S.  Langdon,  late  a  navy  agent  at  Portsmouth,  in 
New  Hampshire,  praying  remuneration  for  losses 
sustained  by  him  on  Treasury  notes ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Benjamin  Ferguson,  and  others,  citizens  of 
Maryland,  praying  the  erection  of  additional  light- 
houses on  the  Chesapeake  bay;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that 
he  would,  on  Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  Survey- 
or Gkneral  for  the  lands  of  the  United  States  for 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  one  Surveyor  General 
for  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  23d 
December  last,  on  the  subject  of  tne  longitude 
of  the  Capitol,  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stet- 
son was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  bean  Weymouth  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  further  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of 
the  United  States,  and  provide  tor  the  holding  of 
circuit  courts ;  and  the  bill  further  to  amend  the 
judicial  system  of  the  United  States ;  were  seve- 
rally read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  last  men- 
tioned bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiiirs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  naval  depot  at  or  near  Pensacola,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  instructing^  an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  an  earlier 
day  than  the  ficst  Monday  in  December  next,  for 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, was  again  read. 

On  the  sugffestion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, the  resmution  was  so  modified  as  to  direct 
the  committee  to  inquire  at  what  time  the  present 
session  of  Congress  may  be  closed.  As  thus 
amended,  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  "explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  confirming  certain  claims  to  lots  in  the  town 
of  Mobile,"  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  briefly  explained 
the  object  of  the  bill;  which  was  merely  to  do 


away  a  misconstruction  which  had  been  pm  opon 
a  former  act.  After  some  remarks  by  Messrs. 
Chanoler  and  LowRie,  the  bill  was  laid  on  ibe 
table. 

The  bill  "to  abolidi  imprisonment  for  debt," 
was  taken  up.  Mr.  Talbot  submitted  a  new  bill, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  one  originally  before  tbe 
Senate ;  and  the  subject  was  then  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  oeit. 

LAWS  OF  ALABAMA. 

The  bill  "to  amend  the  ordinance  of  the  State 
of  Alabama,  in  relation  to  the  navigable  waters 
of  the  State,"  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Talbot  stated  that  the  object  of  tbis 
bill  was  merely  to  place  the  State  of  Alabama 
on  the  same  footing  as  every  other  State  in  the 
Union.  By  the  article  in  the  act  admiting  ber 
into  the  Union,  she  was  prohibited  from  im- 
posing any  tolls  or  exaction  upon  tbe  Davigation 
of  her  waters.  It  was  now  highly  necessary,  is 
order  to  promote  the  improvements  contemplated 
in  that  State,torepeal  this  restriction.  Hethoa|i)t 
there  oueht  to  be  no  diflference,  in  tbis  respect,  be- 
tween those  States  who  were  members  of  the 
Union  when  the  present  happy  Constitution  was 
adopted,  and  those  which  have  since  been  admit- 
ted. If  the  State  of  Alabama  should  psanj 
law  imposing  an  oppressive  and  unconstitutiooal 
toll  or  exaction,  that  law  would  come  under  the 
correction  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Van  Bdren  said  he  was  in  the  minority  on 
the  committee  that  reported  this  bill,  and  subse- 
quent reflection  had  confirmed  him  in  the  opinioc 
that  the  bill  ougkt  not  to  pass.  Before  the  State 
of  Alabama  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  she 
wasVequired  to  pass  an  ordinance  that  the  then 
navigable  waters  within  her  territories  should  be 
forever  free  from  toll  or  exaction  to  her  o^n^jj!" 
zens,  and  to  the  citizens  of  the  other  States.  This 
ordinance  accompanied  the  act  for  her  admission- 
She  now  applies  for  the  revocation  of  that  ordi- 
nance. There  is  nothing  peculiar  in  her  situation, 
The  other  new  States  are  subject  to  simtli"  re- 
strictions. If  this  ordinance  should  be  r«^^*^^ 
the  same  measure  should  be  dealt  out  toalnb< 
other  States.  He  had  examined  the  laws  for  tb 
admission  of  the  other  States,  and  found  tbe  sam 
conditions  attached  to  them.  Mr.  V.  B.  profw 
ed  to  explain  the  provisions  which  had  wefl 
adopted  in  regard  to  other  States  on  this  subjecl 
He  believed  the  people  of  Alabama  themseUJ 
would  not  require  this  revocation,  if  they  wouii 
thoroughly  consider  the  effect  of  this  provisiooj 
it  was  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  them,  i 
the  old  States,  all  the  powers  over  their  water] 
which  were  not  surrenaered  to  the  Governmej 
at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  were  reserre 
to  those  States.  This  reservation  of  a  part  oftj 
power  was  calculated  to  bring  them  into  coWm 
with  each  other.  The  citizens  of  the  new  StaJ 
have  a>check  upon  their  own  Legislatures  whid 
those  of  the  old  States  have  not.  These  checl 
he  considered  very  advantageous.  The  peop 
were  protected  by  their  own  stipulations  from  aJ 
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oppressire  euctioDs,  by  acts  of  their  owo  Le^is- 
lores.  He  went  on  to  show  the  difficulties  which 
would  arise  from  an  attempt,  on  the  part  of  any 
one  of  the  States  commanding  the  ffreat  Western 
rivers,  to  coDtroi  the  navmtion  of  those  rivers. 
It  was  t  paternal  interest  for  the  new  States,  Mr. 
V.  B.  said,  that  had  produced  this  stipulation. 

Mr.  Bbown  objected  to  the  propriety  of  impos- 
ing restrictions  upon  the  people  to  protect  them 
against  themselTes.  He  contended  that,  if  the 
people  of  the  new  States  were  supposed  to  be 
capable  of  governing  themselTes,  they  ought  to 
be  Tested  with  all  the  attributes  of  State  sover- 
eignty ;  and  that  there  ought  to  be  no  reservation 
or  retention  of  those  rights  which  belong  to  the 
other  States.  He  adduced  some  other  instances 
of  similar  reservations  of  power ;  such  as  a  reser- 
ntion  of  the  title  to  the  salt  spring  lands.  He 
iboQght  the  State  of  Alabama  should  be  placed 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  other  States.  She 
wishes  only  to  remove  obstructions  in  her  naviga- 
tioD ;  and  intends  to  impose  no  higher  tolls  upon 
the  aiiztus  of  the  other  States  than  upon  her  own 
citizens.  He  considered  it  impolitic  and  unwise 
to  ifflpote  this  restriction. 

Mr.  HoLMsa,  of  Maine,  considered  this  the 
same  question  that  was  agitated  on  the  admission 
of  Missoari  into  the  Union.  He  resisted  the  sup- 
position of  a  power,  on  the  part  of  the  Grenenl 
GoTenimeoi,  to  impme  restrictions  upon  the 
States,  in  r^rd  to  tneir  legislation.  The  present 
proposition  is,  that  the  State  of  Alabama  shall 
hare  power  to  impose  tolls,  for  the  improvement  of 
her  narigation.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  had  supposed 
(hey  possessed  that  power ;  but  as  they  consider 
ihe  restraint  in  this  ordinance  a  stumbling-block 
m  their  way,  the  inquiry  is,  whether  it  ou^ht  now 
to  be  removed  ?  Mr.  H.  contended  that  it  ought 
to  be  removed;  that  these  new  States  ought 
Dot  to  be  held  in  ieading-strinffs,  or  as  colonial 
governments,  or  to  be  restrained  from  legislating 
^  the  other  States  may  do.  He  denied  the  right 
10  impose  any  restriction  or  limitation  upon  the 
power  of  legislating  ^  and  contended  that  everv 
new  State,  admitted  into  the  Union,  must  be  aa- 
mitted  wich  the  same  powers  and  privileees  as 
the  othei  States.  If  it  were  not  so,  the  equilibrium 
01  the  Government  would  be  destroyed,  by  the 
di^ace  Jo  the  powers  appertaining  to  the  differ- 
Qit  States.  The  State  had  no  right  to  surrender, 
^  had  the  Greneral  Grovemment  any  right  to  re- 
^ve,  any  part  of  that  power  which  Delonsed 

^^  nght  to  every  individual  State  in  the  Confed- 
eracy. 

Mi.RuQOLEB  moved  the  recommitment  of  the 
hui.  with  instructions  to  the  committee  to  inquire 
'°((» dtt  expediency  of  making  the  bill  general  in 
itsprorisions,  and  applicable  to  all  those  States, 
io  relation  to  which  there  exist  similar  restrictions. 

Mr.  LowaiE  moved  that  the  bill  should  be  laid 
Jpon  the  table.  This  motion  was  rejected  by  the 
casjig  yole  of  the  Chair. 

Mt.\43|  Bcren,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Holmes, 
denied  eaiirely,  that  this  question  was  similar  to 
that  inTolved  in  the  discussion  on  the  admission 
of  Missoari  into  the  Union. 


Messrs.  Noble,  Smitb,  King,  of  Alabama,  H. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  King,  of  New  York. 
Taylor,  of  Virginia,  and  Thomas,  continuea 
the  debate  on  this  question — after  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Thomas,  who  stated  that  he  was  not 
yet  prepared  to  vote  upon  the  bill,  it  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 


Monday,  March  15. 

Mr.  Henry  Johnson  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Surveyor  General  of  the  lands  of  tne  United 
States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  one  Sur- 
veyor Greneral  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
for  the  State  of  Mississippi ;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  memorial  of  Ezekiel 
Wimberly,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Twiggs 
county,  in  Georgia,  and  the  remonstrance  of 
Thomas  Foard,  and  others,  citizens  of  Baldwin 
county,  in  Georgia, severally  remonstrating  against 
the  passase  of  the  bill  now  before  Congress,  to 
increase  the  duties  on  imports, as  unconstitutional, 
and  highly  injuribus  to  the  agricultural  and  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  country;  which  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
S.  Hempstead,  and  others,  members  of  the  bar, 
in  the  State  ot  Missouri,  praying  that  the  tinies 
appointed  for  holdinff  tne  district  court  in  that 
State  may  be  changed ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Benton,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Samuel  J.  Axson. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts, 
two  hundred  copies  of  the  documents,  referred  to 
in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  the  24th  of  February  last,  on  the  subject 
of  the  claim  of  Massachusetts  for  military  ser- 
vices, was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
trustees  of  the  town  of  St.  Charles,  in  Missouri, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read  and  considered ; 
and  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved,  that  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  this  subject,  and  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  joint  Library  Committee  on  the  me- 
morial of  Way  and  Gideon,  and  of  Edward  De 
Erafil;  and  in  concurrence  therewith,  the  com- 
mittee were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof. 

CASE  OF  REUBEN  COLBURN. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Reuben  Col  burn,  was 
taken  up  for  consideration.  This  petitioner  prays 
compensation  for  two  hundred  and  twenty  bat- 
teaux,  built  in  1775,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  of 
Colonel  Arnold,  then  about  to  inarch  into  Canada; 
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and  for  sundry  other  serrices  rendered,  and  dis- 
borsemenCs  made  for  the  country^  at  that  time. 
He  states,  that  he  delivered  over  his  accounts  and 
vouchers  for  said  disbursements  and  services,  to 
the  commissioner  appointed  by  Congress  for  au- 
diting and  settling  tne  accounts  of  Sie  State  of 
Massachusetts  asainst  the  United  States;  that 
they  were  either  lost  or  mislaid  by  said  commis- 
sioner, and  that  they  were  not  acted  upon,  nor 
could  be  obtained,  for  several  years  thereafter,  to 
be  exhibited  again  for  settlement.  He,  therefore, 
prays  that  Congress  would  adjust  his  account, 
and  pay  him  the  balance  due  thereon.  The  com- 
mittee report,  that  the  ^eat  lapse  of  time,  since 
the  services  of  the  petitioner  were  rendered,  and 
the  loss  of  public  records  and  documents  relating 
to  the  accounts  of  that  period,  render  it  doubtful 
whether  he  has  any  just  claim  upon  the  Grovem- 
ment.  They  brieve  that  the  security  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, against  unjust  and  fraudulent  claims, 
requires  that  a  lapse  of  time,  such  as  has  occurred 
in  this  case,  should  be  regarded  as  a  bar  to  all 
claims  of  a  doubtful  character ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted? 

Mr.  CHA.MnLEE  opposed  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  moved  to  reverse  it.  Mr.  Holmes,  of 
Mainc^  also  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  report,  and 
Messrs.  Bell  and  Rugoles  supported  it.  The 
question^  on  reversing  the  report,  was  then  put, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — 12  to  16.  The  re- 
porf  of  the  committee  was  then  agreed  to; 

MILITIA  SYSTEM. 

The  bill,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Militia,  "  more  efiectualiy  to  provide  for  the  na- 
tional defence,  by  establishing  a  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  providing  for 
the  discipline  thereof,"  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cbanolee  briefly  explained  the  objects  of 
the  bill,  and  the  points  upon  which  it  varies  from 
the  present  laws  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Smith  suggested  the  propriety  of  taking 
up  the  bill  by  separate  sections. 
'  The  first  section  having  been  read  accordingly, 

Mr.  Cbanolee  stated  that  the  only  variation 
between  this  section  and  the  existing  law  is,  that 
it  provides  for  a  general  registering  of  all  the  per- 
sons liable  to  do  military  doty.  This  section  was 
amended  by  an  insertion,  to  make  it  applicable,  as 
well  to  the  Territories  and  to  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, as  to  the  several  States. 

The  second  section  specifies  those  who  shall  be 
exempted  from  the  provisions  of  the  act.  They 
are  the  same  as  are  now  exempted  by  law  from 
the  performance  of  militia  services. 

The  third  section  provides  for  the  arrangement 
of  the  militia  of  the  respective  States,  into  divi- 
sions, brigades,  regiments,  battalions,  and  compa- 
nies, as  the  Lqe^islature  of  each  State  may  direct. 

Mr.  C.  stated  that  there  was  only  an  immaterial 
alteration  proposed,  by  this  section,  from  the  ex> 
isting  system. 

Mr.  Hayne  objected  to  this  section,  as  it  pro- 
vides for  an  arrangement  of  the  militia,  which 
has  already  been  made. 


Mr.  Chandler  stated  that  the  object  of  this 
biU  was  to  repeal  all  other  laws  on  the  sabject, 
and  embody  tne  whole  militia  system  in  one  gen- 
eral bill,  in  order  that  the  officers  and  men  might 
see,  at  one  view,  what  their  duty  was,  and  what 
would  be  required  of  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baebodr,  the  section  was 
amended  by  inserting,  after  the  time  of  six  months, 
within  which  the  arrangement  is  to  take  place, 
the  words  ''where  such  arrangement  his  not 
already  been  made." 

The  fourth  section  respects  the  elite  complies 
of  each  battalion,  their  officers,  arms,  equipments, 
dbc.  It  differs  from  the  present  system  only  by 
providing  that,  where  there  are  no  companies  of 
grenadiers,  light  infantry,  or  riflennen,  the  two 
oldest  companies  in  the  raiment  shall  act  as  light 
infantry;  and  that,  whenever  any  non-coounis- 
sioned  officer,  musician,  or  private,  of  the  cavaky. 
shall  neglect,  for  the  ^ceof  two  months,  to  keep 
a  horse,  he  shall  be  diseharsed  from  the  canlry. 
and  be  required  immediately  to  do  duty  in  thf 
infantry. 

The  fifth  section  provides  ^  that  the  militia, 
enrolled  as  aforesaid,  shall,  within  twelve  months 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  dirided 
into  two  corps.  All  those  above  the  ase  of  IS, 
and  under  the  age  of  28  years,  shall  form  one 
corps,  to  be  denominated  tne  sdect  corps.  And 
all  over  the  age  of  28,  and  under  the  age  of  45 
years,  shall  form  the  other  corps,  to  be  denomina- 
ted the  reserve  corps.  Both  the  corps  to  be  and 
remain  under  the  same  oiganization,  and  undetj 
the  officers,  as  is  before  provided,  and  shall  be 
called  outj  by  companies,  one  day  in  each  year, 
together,  for  the  inspection  of  arms,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  improvement  in  discipline." 

Mr.  Cbanolee  stated  that,  under  the  provisions 
of  this  section,  the  sdect  corps  would  probablt 
consist  of  about  858,000,  and  the  reserve  corps 
about  400,000  or  500,000;  and  that  the  expense 
of  time,  dtc.,  would  not  be  greater  than  is  atpres* 
ent  incurred. 

Mr.  LowEiE  thought  the  numb«  of  the  select 
corps  would  be  too  great,  and  the  expense  toe 
burdensome.  He  moved  to  reduce  the  greates 
age  of  that  corps,  in  this  section,  from  28  to  2i 
years.  He  thougnt  it  would  be  a  curious  selec 
corps  which  consisted  of  half  a  million  of  men 
and  that  the  smaller  number  would  be  the  mon 
efficient.  He  was,  however,  opposed  to  the  sec 
tion  altogether. 

Messrs.  Smith,  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  Chans 
LER,  were  opposed  to  the  reduction  of  the  specific 
age,  and  Mr.  Mills  spoke  in  fttvor  of  it.  Th 
question  on  striking  out  28  years  was  pat  zn 
carried.  A  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  26  yeai 
was  lost.  It  was  then  moved  to  insert  25  year 
which  was  adopted. 

The  sixth  section  was  then  read.  It  provid( 
that  the  select  corps,  together  with  all  the  office 
and  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  militia,  sha 
be  called  out  four  days  at  one  time  in  each  yea 
by  division,  brigade,  regiment,  or  battalion,  l< 
the  purpose  of  training  and  perfecting  them 
military  discipline.    It  further  provides  that  of 
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cers  shall  be  daily  detailed  to  command  and  train 
the  troops  so  called  oat;  and  those  officers  who 
are  not  ao  detailed,  shall  be  exercised  and  in- 
structed ta  the  line  of  their  daty  by  some  of  the 
officer  belt  qnalified  for  that  purpose ;  so  that 
esch officerwill  have  an  opportunity  of  command- 
iog  and  recetTing  instruction  during  the  four  days 
aforesaid.  It  is  left  to  the  respective  States  to 
UsniA  the  troops  whh  such  tents,  camp  equipage, 
aod  rations,  as  they  may  think  proper. 

Mr.  Mills  objected  to  this  section  of  the  bill, 
as  transcendi^  the  powers  rested  by  the  Consti- 
tatioD  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  He 
read  the  Constitutional  provision  on  thb  subject, 
which  gives  to  Confess  the  power  of  organizing, 
anolDg,  and  dlsciphning  the  militia^  and  govern- 
m^  sDch  parts  as  oiay  be  employed  m  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  but  wnicn  reserves  the  au- 
thority of  training  the  militia,  to  the  States,  re- 
fpectiTdy.  Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  show  the 
incompacibilitjr  which  he  supposed  to  exist  be- 
tween this  article  of  the  Constitution  and  the  sixth 
section  of  this  bill. 

Mr.BaANCB  also  opposed  this  aecticm.  Messrs. 
Cbandlsr,  Barbour,  and  Holmes  of  Maine, 
csntended  against  the  unconstitutionality  of  this 
section. 

Mr.  Hatxe  moved  to  strike  out  the  section,  on 
the  groond  of  its  obvious  opposition  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  made  some  remarks  in  support  of 
his  motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bell,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 


Tdesdat,  March  16. 

^h.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Andrew 
I^w  and  others,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  resolacion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
aot  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Smitb,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
v^  referred  the  memorial  of  Charks  Gwynn, 
nade  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  Gwynn,  of  Baltimore ;  which  was  read, 
asd  ptned  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  RcsGLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Martin  Lin* 
coin  and  Ann  F.  Humphreys,  reported  a  bill  to 
Mthorize  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Benjs- 
inifi Lincoln  and  others;  which  was  read,  and 
?»«ed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  Elijah 
Van  Sfckle,  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  the  du- 
^i»  which  accrued  on  the  importation  of  a  quan- 
tity of  ragar  may  be  remitted,  in  consideration  of 
|he  aij  sugar  having  been  afterwards  consumed 
by  fire;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a 
|^«yor  General  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
outes  ibr  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  one  Sur- 
J^J^  Oeaeral  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Stales 
for  the  Slate  of  Mississippi,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Uads. 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  <*An  act  makinje  appropriations  for 
the  5U[)port  of  Government  for  the  year  1824 ;" 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
twice  read|  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  bill  'Uo  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt" 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The 
question  was  upon  the  amendment  heretcrfbre  pro* 
posed  bv  Mr.  van  Bouii. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  when 
this  subject  was  before  under  consideration,  he 
had  stated,  that,  when  it  came  up  again  for  dis* 
cnssion,  he  would  submit  to  the  Senate,  from  an 
authentic  source,  a  statement,  not  to  be  ques* 
tioned,  of  the  utuatioiK  and  of  the  number  of  per* 
sons  in  confinement  for  debt  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton ;  whether  it  tended  to  the  credit  or  the  dis* 
credit  of  that  good  old  city.  This,  perhaps,  he 
would  not  have  done  had  he  expected,  that,  for  a 
long  month  then  to  come,  the  subject  would  have 
slept  upon  the  table;  for,  whatever  of  wisdom 
this  lapMC  of  time  may  have  given  to  our  delibe- 
rations, it  certainly  nad  added  nothing  to  the 
ardor  or  to  the  interest  of  the  debate ;  but^  as  he 
had  given  the  pledge,  he  would  redeem  it ;  mdeed, 
after  the  statements  that  had  been  made,  and  cer- 
tain terrific  stories  now  also  afloat,  he  would  not 
willingly  omit  the  doing  it ;  for,  although  these 
allegations  were  of  too  mve  and  melancholy  a 
cast  to  be  trifled  with,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
shrink  from  a  comparison  of  the  cit^r  or  Boston 
with  that  of  any  other  city  in  this  Union;  on  the 
contrary,  he  asked  for  no  mdulgence — ^he  solicited 
no  forbearance;  if  there  was  any  thing  in  the 
laws  or  usages  of  Massachusetts,  in  reference  to 
the  imprisonment  of  debtors,  which  was  justly  a 
matter  of  reproach,  he  was  ready  to  hear  it,  and 
to  admit  it  or  repel  it ;  lamentable,  however,  was 
the  state  of  that  city,  whose  reputation  must  be 
dependent  upon  the  evil  conduct  of  one  of  her  in- 
hanitants. 

Before,  however,  he  presented  the  statements 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  he  would  again  repeat, 
he  was  not  inimical  to  the  principle  of  the  bill; 
he  had  never  been  opposed  to  it ;  he  had  been  its 
advocate ;  and,  if  a  provision  were  ingrafted  on 
it,  requiring  that  an  insolvent  debtor,  before  avail- 
ing himself  of  the  benefits  of  the  bill,  should  be 
required  to  make  a  disclosure  of  his  concerns,  and 
a  surrender  of  his  effects  for  the  benefit  of  his 
creditors,  generally,  he  would  cheerfully  vote  for 
the  bill ;  nay,  he  would  go  farther ;  for  if,  under 
these  circumstances,  the  debtor  was  honest,  he 
would  not  only  exempt  his  person  from  future 
arrest — he  would,  also,  forever  after,  exempt  from 
seizure  or  liability  the  future  product  of  his  earn- 
ings or  his  industry. 

He  was  so  far  from  bein^  opposed  to  the  bill, 
he  said,  he  considered  the  existing  insolvent  laws 
of  the  several  States  as  a  disgrace  to  the  country, 
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as  offering  a  bouDty  to  fraud,  and  as  a  reproach 
to  the  humanity  of  tiie  age  in  which  we  live.  He 
had,  however,  strong  objections  to  the  bill,  al- 
though he  might  eventually  vote  for  it  under 
almost  any  provisions.  His  objection  to  the  bill 
arose,  first,  Irom  the  possibility  that  it  might  pre- 
vent something  better;  and  next, because, except, 
perhaps^  as  a  precedent  and  example,  even  if  it 
passed,  it  was,  as  he  thought,  worth  nothing.  It 
could  apply  only  to  persons  imprisoned  for  debt 
under  executions  issuing  from  processes  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States ;  for,  whether  the  legis- 
lation on  this  head,  by  the  several  States,  be  good 
or  bad,  the  present  bill  would  not  touch  it.  On 
that  head  a  limit  is  distinctly  prescribed.  If  the 
State  laws  conflict  not  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  you  cannot 
meddle  with  them ;  if  you  do,  or  it  you  attempt 
it,  the  States  will  pay  just 'as  much  attention  to 
your  mandates,  as  the  waves  of  the  ocean  paid 
to  the  mandates  of  Canute  the  Great,  wh^n  he 
ordered  them  to  stop  at  his  bidding,  and  no 
more. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  had  believed  the  bill  would  not 
have  applied  to  an  individual  in  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts; but  he  was  mistaken  on  this  point, 
and,  when  in  error,  and  convinced  of  it,  he  was 
ever  ready  to  avow  it;  he  fortunately  had  at  his 
command,  at  this  time,  the  means  of  indisputably 
ascertaining^  the  fact.  The  United  States  District 
Attorney  ior  Massachusetts  was  now  at  Wash- 
ington, and  he  had  referred  to  him,  and  been  in- 
formed that, although  for  many  months  previously, 
not  a  human  being,  to  his  knowledge — and  from 
his  official  station  he  could  not  but  be  conversant 
with  the  fact — not  a  human  being  had  been  in 
confinement  for  debt  under  processes  from  the 
United  States  courts;  but  that,  unhappily,  at  this 
moment,  such  was  not  the  case.  How  many, 
then,  are  there,  sir,  so  imprisoned  ?    Let  me  tell 

Iou.  One  single,  solitary  individual.  How  came 
e  there  ?  He  had  been  imprisoned  at  his  own 
solicitation,  in  order  that  he  might  avail  himself 
of  the  humane  provisions  of  the  act  of  June,  1798, 
for  the  relief  or  persons  imprisoned  for  debts  due 
to  the  United  States,  which  authorized  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, to  release  the  debtor.  So  much  for  the 
actual  state  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  Massa- 
chusetts, upon  which  this  bill  can  be  brought  to 
operate. 

Having  shown  this,  Mr.  L.  said,  although  whe- 
ther it  be  more  or  less,  or  whether  this  bill  passes 
or  not,  it  could  not  be  operated  upon  by  it,  he  would 
next  proceed  to  show  the  number  and  situation  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt  in  the  city  of  Boston 
under  the  laws  of  the  State ;  and  he  would  do  this 
from  authentic  records,  to  which  he  challenged 
contradiction.  In  doing  it,  the  first  document  to 
which  he  would  refer  was  to  a  letter  under  date 
of  the  1st  of  the  present  month,  from  a  highly  re- 
spectable gentleman  of  that  city,  Judge  Thatcher, 
the  Judge  of  the  Municipal  Court,  whose  duty  it  is 
to  have  under  his  cognizance,  and  to  take  especial 
eare  of,  the  prisons  within  its  precincts,  and  the 
persons  eonnned  in  them,  and  whose  testimony 


could  not  be  impeached.     This  gentleman  writes 
that— 

**  The   care  of  the  jail  in  this  dty  belongi  to  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen,  as  sacceaMNs  to  the  Court  of 
Sessions.    By  an  act,  passed  in  Febrotry,  1822,  it  ii 
made  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Aooooati,  and  the 
Jostices  of  the  Police  Coort,  to  vint  the  jtil  ooce  in 
a  quarter,   and  all  other  placet  of  confioement  tod 
punishment  of  crimes  and  offences,  or  for  the  noo* 
payment  of  debts,  within  this  ooanty ;  U>  mtke  report 
to  the  Mayor  and  Alderman  of  their  procecdiogt;  to 
atate  all  grievances,  mismanagements,  and  negiigeo- 
ciea,  which  they  find  to  exist ;  and  to  fluggeit  aoch 
changes  and  improvements  as  they  may  deem  vue 
and  expedient.     Since  I  have  belonged  to  tbc  Bosrd, 
I  know  that  this  has  been  done.     Tt  has  been  their 
practice  to  visit  each  room,  and  to  ascertain  the  actatl 
condition  of  the  prisoners,  giving  them  opportunity  to 
make  complaint,  should  any  aoch  exist    The  qoar* 
terly  reports  of  these  viaiton  will  eviooe  the  iotereit 
they  have  taken  in  the  painful  performance  of  this 
trust ;  and,  from  my  own  obaerration,  I  am  perfectly 
aatisfied  of  the  correctneas  of  the  reports  made  by  the 
grand  jury.    Being  des irons  that  the  city  sboald  stsod 
vindicated,  in  your  opinion,  from  an  impotstioo  of 
inhumanity  on  this  anbject,  and  that  you  may,  if  ne 
ceasary,  be  able  to  refer  to  the  eneloaed  docomestt,  I 
hope  you  will  deem  it  a  sufficient  apology  for  ov 
troubling  you  with  this  atatement." 


This,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  was  the  autheiitic 
official  source  from  which  this  information  had 
been  derived  ;  and  the  documents  alluded  to,  arei 
the  following,  two  of  which  are  adduced  at  differ- 
ent seasons  of  the  year,  to  show,  that  no  coUusire 
selection  of  a  favorable  moment  of  exhibitioo  ba<i 
been  resorted  to.  The  first  is,  the  report  of  ib« 
Grand  Jury  of  the  **  Municipal  Coort  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  m  August  term,  1823,"  as  follows,  viz 

**  That  the  Grand  Jury,  in  compliance  with  theii 
duty,  and  the  charge  delivered  to  them  by  the  booj 
orable  the  Judge  of  the  Municipal  Court  ot  the  citjo 
Boston,  at  the  present  term,  on  the  subject  of  jail« 
have  this  day  attended  to  that  duty,  and  report : 

**  That  they  went  through  all  parU  of  both  build 
ing*,  and  entered  the  aeveral  rooms  and  celh  of  ib( 
prisoners,  to  aaoertain  the  condition  of  the  same,  ani 
to  give  the  priaonera  an  opportunity  to  eommunicst 
their  wanta  and  complain ta,  in  case  aay  existed." 

"  The  apartmenu  of  the  debtors,  male  and  femit* 
were  generally  clean;  there  was  no  indicatioo  of 
want  of  peraooal  deanUnesB,  orof  aufleriog;  tbebre^ 
furnished  both  to  them  and  to  those  confined  for  o 
fences,  was  of  a  sweet  and  wholcaomo  qualii;«  ar 
good  health  generally  prevailed  in  the  jail ;  the  Ju> 
were  very  particular  in  their  inquiries  of  the  varioi 
classes  of  prisoners,  and  were  highly  gratified  io  fin 
ing  them,  uniformly,  satisfied  with  the  quantity  ai 
quality  of  the  bread  and  meats,  as  well  as  tbe  qai 
tity,  quality,  and  frequency  of  the  water." 

**  I'he  Jury  found  the  persons  committed  for  de 
separate  and  apart  from  felons,  convicts,  and  thj 
committed  or  charged  of  any  infamous  crime.  T 
jail  appeared  to  be  kept  with  due  regard  to  disciplil 
order,  and  aafety,  and  there  did  not  appear  to  tbe  Jt 
any  turbulence  or  notae,  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  mi 
of  the  rooms,  both  those  appropriated  for  debtors, | 
well  as  criminals,  the  inmates  were  engaged  in  readiat 

"  The  rooms  and  avenues  of  the  jaul  appeared  tot 
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J07  to  be  well  renliifttad — walls  clean,  and  air  not 
impare ;  in  fict,  owing  to  auch  a  atate  of  cleanlineaa 
mast  be  imputed  the  general  health  that  prevails 
throQghoQt  the  priaon." 

"  The  Jar;  find  the  whole  number  of  peraona  con- 
fined for  debt  to  be— 

Mtledebtora  -        -        -        .23 

Female  debtors        ...        .3 

—26 ! ! !" 


The  record  is  signed  by  the  foreman,  August 
IJ,  1823. 

The  next  document  to  be  prod  need,  is  a  like  re- 
port of  a  Mmilar  Grand  Jury,  made  so  late  as 
withio  the  last  month  of  February — presented  to 
the  eoQrt-.tian8mitted  to  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men, aod,  by  them,  ordered  to  be  published ;  in 
which  it  is  stated,  "  that  the  Jury  have,  this  day, 
(February  6,)  gone  through  and  inspected  every 
'apartment  in  both  buildings,  (the  jails,)  and 
'  made  all  necessary  inquiries  of  the  prisoners,  as 
'  to  their  treatment,  fare,  dbc,  and  they  were  srati- 
'  fied  to  find  them  generally  satisfied  with  the 
'  qoajity  and  quantity  of  the  provisions  served  to 
'  than,  aad  with  their  personal  treatment ;  partic- 
^  qMj  those  confined  for  debt,  from  whom  not  a 
'  word  of  complaint,  in  any  respect,  was  uttered 
'  by  a  single  individual ;  that  the  buildings  were 
'  soffieieoUy  ventilated,  comfortably  warmed,  clean 
^in  ibe  apartments  and  passage  ways,  and  the 
^  whole  iBlertor  made  sweet  and  pure  by  the  ap- 
'  plication  of  lime ;  that  the  jail  is  under  ^ood 
I  diaciplintj  prisoners  orderly,  and  generally  in  a 
'  heaiihj  state ;  and  that  the  whole  number  con- 
'  fioed  for  debt,  was'* — not  fourteen  hundred,  nor 
after  the  rate  of  three  or  four  thousand  in  three 
year*-"  but,  actually,  twenty-two !" 

This,  sir,  said  Mr.  Lloyd,  is  so  much  of  these 
reports  as  has  reference  to  the  subject  under  dis- 
euwioD.  They  speak  for  themselves — and  not 
hariog  intended,  nor  now  intending,  to  enter  into 
debate,  on  this  bill,  here  he  should  leave  them. 
The  occaHon  did  not,  io  his  opinion,  make  it  ne- 
cessary, even  that  he  should  attempt  to  render  a 
feeWe  triimte  of  justice  to  the  city  of  Boston.  He 
WQoid  not,  therefore,  point  to  her  origin,  than 
whitb^ao  people  could  trace  one  more  pure  or  more 
honorable.  He  would  not  ask  that  her  Revolu- 
tionary hisutf y  should  be  retraced,  nor  that  regard 
should  be  given  to  any,  or  to  all  her  noble  institu- 
tions; (othe  numerous  temples  she  had  erected 
^'^  the  worship  of  the  ever-living  Qod,  the  giver 
'f  every  good  g[ift ;  to  the  university,  in  her  nei^h- 
^'t1»Qd,  of  which  she  is  the  patroness — the  pride 
*Qd  the  ornament  of  our  country;  to  her  numer- 
p^  pablic  schools,  where  the  infant  of  the  poorest 
iDhabttant,  as  soon  as  he  can  lisp  his  letters,  at 
loor  years,  is  taken  under  public  tuition,  and  con- 
tinued there,  without  expense  to  his  parents,  until 
^^  iS)  not  nnfrequently,  turned  out,  at  the  age  of 
atteen,  a  scholar  that  would  do  credit  to  the  semi- 
naries of  Eton  or  of  Westminister.  He  said  he 
wouU  not  ask  the  Senate  to  refer  to  her  magnifi- 
cent, charitable  endowments,  her  asylums  for  or- 
phans, male  and  female ;  her  spacious  alms-houses, 
retreat  for  the  insane,  and  general  hospital ;  some 
w  them  eqoal,  in  external  beauty,  to  the  presiden- 


tial palace,  and  exceeding  it  in  their  dimensions. 
He  would  not  ask  that  the  unexampled  munifi- 
cence of  her  citizens  should  be  remembered,  one 
of  whom,  by  a  single  donation,  to  a  single  institu- 
tion, within  even  the  last  six  months,  had  given, 
in  money,  or  what  had  already  realized  it,  more 
than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Rival  it  else- 
where, if  you  can,  sir.  He  would  attempt  nothing 
of  this.  His  task  was  a  humbler  and  less  grateful 
one ;  it  was  to  tell  the  truth  respecting  her  prisons, 
alwavs  the  abode  of  misfortune  and  misery,  and 
to  ask  you,  also,  •to  look  at  them.  It  was  not  re- 
quisite that  he  should  become  the  panegyrist  of 
a  city  which  did  not  need  his  support,  and  whose 
merits,  wherever  known,  would  speak,  trumpet- 
toneued,  her  own  best  eulogy. 

When  Mr.  Lloyd  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Macon  proposed  an  amendment,  to  limit 
the  operation  of^the  bill  to  all  contracts  made  after 
the  1st  of  July  next ;  and  thus  to  take  away  its  re- 
trospective character. 

Mr.  Barbour  said,  it  was  his  opinion,  that  the 
bill  ouffht  to  apply  to  all  contracts,  as  well  those 
which  nave  been,  as  those  which  may  be  hereafter, 
made ;  but,  for  tne  sake  of  compromise,  he  should 
vote  for  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Macon,  and  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Van  Bcren  made  a  few  remarks,  in  expla- 
nation of  his  amendment.  Tiie  question  was  upon 
adopting  his  substitute  for  the  first  section  of  the 
bill ;  which  substitute  provides  that,  on  an  affida- 
vit of  the  debtor's  intention  to  leave  the  country, 
substantiated  b]^  the  evidence  of  two  credible  wit- 
nesses, the  creditor  shall  have  a  right  to  hold  him 
to  bail. 

Mr.  Mills  suggested  several  amendments  to 
this  section.  One  of  which,  proposing  to  strike 
out  the  clause  requiring  the  evidence  of  two  wit- 
nesses, in  order  to  hold  to  bail,  gave  rise  to  some 
debate ;  in  w|(ich,  Messrs.  Mills,  Talbot,  and 
Taylor,  of  Vir^nia,  advocated,  and  Messrs.  Bar- 
bour and  Van  BuREN,  opposed  it.  The  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

An  amendment  proposed  bv  Mr.  Talbot,  sub- 
jecting the  creditor,  if  there  snould  not  appear  to 
nave  been  sufficient  cause  for  holding  to  bail,  to 
a  suit  for  damages,  was  discussed,  and  subsequently 
withdrawn  by  the  mover.  The  question  upon  the 
substitute  for  the  first  section,  as  proposed  by  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  was  then  put,  and  carried  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  substitute  for  the  fourth  section  was  then 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  stated  the  difference  between 
the  two  sections.  The  original  section  in  the  bill 
provides  that  on  a  return  of  no  property  found,  upon 
a  fieri  facias,  the  plaintiff  may  file  an  affidavit  that 
he  has  good  cause  to  believe  that  a  fraudulent  con- 
veyance, or  concealment  of  property,  has  taken 
place;  and  then,  after  summons  to  the  party,  so 
charged,  &jury  shall  be  impannelled  to  try  the 
fact,  doc.  The  proposed  amendment  provides,  that 
the  party  so  charged  shall  be  held  to  bail,  on  re- 
ceiving auch  summons,  to  respond  to  it.    This 
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amendmeDt  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Van  Buren, 
Mills,  and  Brown,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Ea- 
ton, Talbot,  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky.  Tbe 
question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  the  fourth 
section  of  the  originarbill,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative. The  question  before  the  Senate,  was  then 
upon  inserting  tbe  section  proposed  by  Mr.  Van 
BuREN,  in  lieu  of  the  fourth  section.  Mr.  Hatne 
proposed  to  amend  the  amendment,  so  as  to  per- 
mit the  creditor  to  file  the  affidavit  of  his  belief 
of  a  fraudulent  intention  to  convey  or  conceal  pro- 
perty, upon  the  judgment  or  decree  of  the  court, 
without  waiting  for  the  return  of  the  fieri  facias. 
Without  taking  the  question,  the  Senate,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Talbot,  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  March  17. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  exhibiting  the  offi- 
cial emoluments  and  expenditures  of  certain  offi- 
cers of  the  customs,  and  an  abstract  of  the  fees 
received  on  certificates  to  accompany  distilled 
spirits,  wines,  and  teas,  commissions  on  disburse- 
ments as  superintendents  of  lighthouses,  and  as 
agents  for  the  marine  hospital. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  the  petitions  of  David 
Martin  and  Elkanah  English,  soldiers  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war, 
who  received  injuries  while  in  the  service  of  the 
country,  and  pray  that  they  may  be  placed  on 
the  pension  list. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  Hatne  presented  the  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions adopted  at  a  meeting  or  the  citizens  of  Sum- 
ter district,  in  South  Carolina,  remonstrating 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill,  now  before  Con- 
gress, to  increase  the  duties  on  imports ;  which 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  RuoGLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thaddeus 
Mayhew,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thad- 
deus Mayhew ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Talbot,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciarv,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  further  to  regulate  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  the  petition  of 
Andrew  Low  and  others ;  and  it  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  releasing  to  John 
McAlister,  or  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Forbes,  a  certain  tract  of  land ;  and  it  was  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  resolution  proposing  an 
additional  rule  for  conducting  business  in  the 
Senate;  and  it  was  ordered  to  Fie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  providing  for  ascertaining  and  adjust- 


ing the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  St  Helena 
and  Jackson  Courthouse  land  districts,  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands ;  and  it  was  postponed  to 
to-morrrow. 

The  bill,  reported  by  the  Committee  od  Claims, 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  White,  was  taken  up,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  bill  provides  for 
the  repayment  of  the  excise  duty  paid  on  two 
stills.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Fioance, 
"  for  the  relief  of  Napier,  Rapelye,  Bennett,  Pe- 
tray,  and  Viel,"  was  taken  up  in  Comcnittee  of 
the  Whole.  Mr.  Hayne  explained  the  grounds 
upon  which  this  bill  was  founded.  It  proTides 
for  the  repayment  to  these  petitioners,  mercbaots 
of  Charleston,  South  Carohna,  of  duties  paid  to 
the  United  States,  on  certain  goods  imported  into 
St.  Auffustine,  previous  to  the  cession  of  Florida 
to  the  United  States.  The  bUl  was  reported  to 
the  Senate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  on  the  petition  of  Comfort  Smith.  She 
prays  that  her  husband,  who  is  entitled  to  a  pen- 
sion for  his  Revolutionary  services,  but  cannot  be 
placed  on  the  list,  in  consequence  of  insanity,  by 
which  he  is  rendered  incompetent  to  take  the 
requisite  oath,  may  be  placed  on  the  list,  without 
taking  the  oath.  The  committee  reported  a  bill 
granting  tbe  prayer  of  the  petitioners;  which  was 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  "  to  abolish  imprisonment 
for  debt,"  was  resumed,  in  Committee  of  tbi 
Whole. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  original  bill  hariM 
been  stricken  out,  yesterday,  the  question  was  up« 
inserting  a  new  section,  proposed  in  lieu  of  it, 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  which  provides  that,  on  a  retui 
of  no|property  found^  upon  Afieri/acias,  theplaintf 
may  file  an  affidavit  that  he  has  good  cause 
believe  that  a  fraudulent  conveyance,  or  coocet 
ment  of  property,  has  been  made  by  tbe  debtc 
and  then,  after  summons  to  the  partv  so  chai~' 
a  jury  shall  be  impannelled  to  try  the  fact; 
upon  the  finding  of  the  fact,  execution  to  is 
against  the  body;  the  party  to  be  deprived  oi 
benefit  of  the  prison  bounds,  until  discharged 
due  course  of  law.  Upon  the  summons  aforesa 
the  party  so  charged  is  to  be  required  to  give  *^ 
to  respond  to  the  summons.  Mr.  Hayne 
moved  to  amend  the  proposed  section,  so  asj 
permit  the  creditor  to  file  the  affidavit  ot  his 
of  a  fraudulent  intention  to  convey  or  cone 
property,  upon  tbe  judgment  or  decree  of 
court,  without  waiting  for  the  return  of  the , 
facias,  Mr.  Hayne  withdrew  his  amendment,! 
give  place  to  others  proposed,  in  the  details  off 
section,  bv  Mr.  Van  Buren,  which  were  adoptl 
and  Mr.  H.  then  renewed  nis  motion,  and  m( 
some  remarks  in  favor  of  it.  The  amendtnt 
was  then  agreed  to.    An  amendment  proposed 
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Mr.  Eaton  was  rejected.  The  question  was  then 
taken  upon  inserting  the  section,  as  thus  amended, 
and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BaAUca  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
sertiog  a  aew  section,  providing  that  no  person, 
who  shall  hare  been  convicted,  by  a  jury,  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  of  an  intention  to  de- 
fraud persons  holding  just  claims  against  him,  bv 
the  coarejance  or  concealment  of  property,  shall 
be  competent  to  give  evidence,  in  any  matter, 
either  ciril  or  criminal,  which  may  come  before 
the  courts  of  the  United  States.  This  amend- 
ment was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Holmes,  of 
Maine,  Talbot,  Lanman,  and  Van  Buren.  The 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Kellt  sugfi^ted  some  points  in  which  he 
considered  the  bill  as  being  yet  deficient,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  means  of  the  creditor  to  compel  the 
debtor  to  surrender  his  property ;  to  which  sugges- 
tions Mr.  Van  Bdren  replied. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and, 
with  the  several  amencments  made  in  Committee 
of  ibe  Whole,  was  postponed  till  Friday  next,  and 
made  the  order  of  that  day. 


Thursday,  March  18. 

Mr.  BcjiTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Ai&irs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into 
effect  the  treaty  made  at  Ghent,  the  24th  of  De- 
cember 1814,  excluding  foreigners  from  trade  and 
interconrse  with  Indian  tribes  within  the  United 
States,  and  to  preserve  the  fur  trade  within  the 
limits  of  the  said  United  States ;  he  also  commu- 
nicated sundry  documents  in  relation  thereto. 
The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  read- 
io^,  and  the  documents  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  ose  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DicKERSONy  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
(Qerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  petition  of  Thomas  Evans  and  Thomas  Cop- 
puck,  and  the  memorial  of  William  F.  Chesley, 
and  others,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reso- 
lution, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  and  me- 
monalists  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  McLlvainb,  from  the  select  committee  on 
TOids  and  canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
Dkorial  of  L  L.  Skinner,  made  a  report,  accompa- 
^  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Lord 
SVioner.  The  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the 
hiU^kssed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mt.McIlvaine  presented  the  memorial  of  Clay- 
ton Lamh,  and  others ;  of  Anthony  S.  Earl,  and 
others,  of  Burlington  county.  New  Jersey;  and  of 
Paul  Bnrd,  and  others,  severally  praying  that  ad- 
ditional daiies  may  be  imposed  on  imported  iron, 
and  on  the  manufactures  thereof;  he  also  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  Joseph  Sykes,  and  others, 
fanners  of  New  Jersey,  praying  that  the  duties 
on  imports  may  be  increased.  The  memorials 
were  reai^and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce aad  Manufactures. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Qwynn,  of 
Baltimore ;  the  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of 
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the  accounts  of  Benjamin  Lincoln,  and  others ; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thaddeus  Mayhew ;  the 
bill  further  to  regulate  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Noah  Smith,  of  Maine,  were 
severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  White,  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Napier,  Rapelye,  and 
Bennett,  and  Petray  and  Viel,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, "  for  the  relief  of  Noah  Smith,  of  Maine,'^ 
was  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  This  bill  authorizes  the  person,  for 
whose  relief  it  is  drawn,  to  receive  a  pension  to 
which  he  is  entitled  by  Revolutionary  services, 
but  which  he  has  hitherto  been  prevented  from 
receiving,  in  consequence  of  insanity,  which  in- 
capacitates him  from  taking  the  oath  required  by 
law.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  *'  better  to  secure  public 
moneys  in  the  hands  of  clerks,  marshals,  and  at- 
torneys," was  resumed.  This  bill  was,  on  yester- 
day, reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  the  Senate.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Lojiisiana,  moved 
to  strike  out  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill ;  which 
requires  all  the  public  ofiicers,  receiving  fees,  to 
transmit  to  the  Treasury  Department,  annually, 
on  oath,  a  particular  statement  of  the  fees  received 
by  them,  and  the  amount  of  public  moneys  re- 
maining in  their  hands.  Mr.  J  thought  it  would 
give  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  the  officers  speci- 
ed,  without  producing  any  advantage  to  the 
Government.  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  opposed 
the  motion  to  strike  out  the  section.  The  ques- 
tion on  that  motion  was  then  put,  and  rejected. 
The  bill  was  then  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts 
providing  for  ascertaining  and  adjtuting  the  titles 
and  claims  to  land  in  the  St.  Helena  and  Jackson 
Courthouse  land  districts,  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands;  and,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hayn£,  the  various  joint 
resolutions  proposing  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  were 
taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Mills  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  these  resolutions  be  indefinitely  postponed.  He 
said  he  was  induced  to  make  this  motion,  from 
a  full  conviction  that  the  subject  could  not  be 
acted  upon  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  and 
that,  therefore,  it  would  be  useless  to  consume 
time  in  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Branch  opposed  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
I  question. 
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Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  observed,  that  the  ex- 
citement respecting  the  next  election,  had  become 
such  among  the  people,  and  in  Congress,  who  had 
been,  for  the  two  last  years,  much  occupied  about 
it,  that  the  sober  and  impartial  exammation  of 
the  very  important  subject  of  amendments  of  the 
Constitution,  cannot  be  now  expected.  The 
amendments  should,  therefore,  be  postponed  to  a 
period  when  the  Senate  may  hope  for  a  more 
temperate  and  rational  examination  of  them  than 
at  the  present  time  can  take  place. 

Without  entering  into  any  examination  of  the 
proposed  amendments,  he  should  vote  for  their 
postponement,  not  only  for  the  reasons  which  he  had 
assigned,  but  for  another,  and^  as  he  thought,  a 
«tlll  more  important  consideration;  in  referring  to 
which;  he  must  request  that  he  might  not  be  sup- 
posed to  want  respect  for,  or  to  claim  authority 
•over,  the  opinions  of  any  member  of  the  Senate. 
We  all  stand  here  as  equals,  and  it  was  for  this 
cause,  after  the  expression  of  his  deference  to  the 
rights  of  others,  he  hoped,  without  offence,  that 
he  might  exercise  his  own  rights.  He  should, 
therefore,  proceed,  after  touching  on  certain  fun- 
damental provisions  of  the  Constitution,  or  bond 
of  union,  of  the  United  States,  constituting  what 
he  called  the  true  balance  of  power  in  our  politi- 
cal system,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
a  new,  extraordinary,  self-created,  centra]  power, 
stronger  than  the  power  of  the  Constitution,  which 
has  risen  up,  at  the  Seat  of  Government ;  a  power 
which  has  assumed  the  direction  and  control  of 
the  fundamental  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
relative  to  the  election  of  the  President.  In  at- 
tempting to  reform  the  Constitution,  it  is  not  only 
necessarv  correctly  to  understand  its  established 
and  well-considered  regulations,  but  to  make  in- 
quiry concerning  the  manner  in  which  these  re- 
gulations have  been  observed,  and  the  advantages 
or  disadvantages  which  are  found  by  experience 
to  proceed  from  the  observance  of  or  departure 
from  the  established  provisions  of  the  compact, 
by  which,  under  the  guarantee  of  all  to  each, 
the  States  expected  to  remain  separate,  coequal, 
and  sovereign  republics. 

It  is,  therefore,  expedient,  on  a  motion  for  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ments of  the  Constitution,  in  whatever  light  we 
may  have  hitherto  regarded  them,  to  allude  to,  to 
designate,  and  call  upon  the  Senate  to  examine, 
the  nature,  tendency,  and  danger,  of  this  new  ana 
extraordinary  power,  which  has  risen  up,  and  es- 
tablished itself,  at  the  very  Seat  of  Government ; 
which  has  ^Iready  assumed  authority  unknown 
to  the  Constitution,  and  threatens  to  overturn  the 
balance  of  })ower,  proceeding  from  its  division 
and  distribution  between  the  States  and  United 
States. 

We  all  know  that  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  the  fundamental  act  of  the  union  of 
the  States,  defining  the  power  yielded  by  each 
State  to  the  United  States,  establishing  the  recip- 
rocal rights  and  duties  of  the  States  and  of  the 
United  States,  and,  in  respect  to  the  latter,  deter- 
mining the  manner  in  which  their  authority  shall 
be  exercised. 


The  authority  of  the  United  States  is  divided 
into  three  great  departments,  and  the  manner  of 
appointing  the  members  of  each  department  is 
equally  fundamental  as  their  division,  and  neces- 
sarily excludes  every  other  manner  of  dlrision  or 
appointment. 

The  dangers  to  which  experience  had  shown 
that  the  election  of  Executive  Chiefs  are  liable; 
dangers  which  had  led  other  nations  to  prefer 
her^itary  to  elective  Executives,  were,  witbont 
doubt,  well  considered  by  the  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral Convention,  who,  nevertheless,  did  indulge 
the  hope,  by  apportioning,  limiting,  and  con^n- 
ing  the  Electors  within  their  respective  States, 
and  by  the  guarded  manner  of  giving  and  tran^ 
mitting  the  ballots  of  the  Electors  to  the  Seat  of 
Government,  that  intrigue,  combination,  and  cor- 
ruption, would  be  effectually  shut  out,  and  a  free 
and  pure  election  of  the  President  of  the  Unitec 
States  made  perpetual. 

At  an  early  day,  however,  and  on  the  first  m 
only  ^ifilculty  which  has  ever  occurred  in  tin 
manner  of  electing  the  President,  an  aiteraiioi 
of  the  Constitution  was  made  by  the  States.  Thi 
alteration,  which  now  forms  the  Constitmio 
upon  the  subject,  while  it  may  prevent  wbai,  i 
the  moment,  was  believed  by  a  majority  of  tb 
States  to  be  a  mischief,  which  was  feared  odV 
as  it  never  happened,  has  unfortunately  left  tt 
United  States  unprotected  against  present  aa 
future  evils  of  greater  magnitude,  against  whic 
the  primitive  provision  would  have  proved  an  ai 
equate  security. 

The  excitement  of  that  period,  proceeding  fro 
causes  not  likely  again  to  have  happened,  admoi 
ishes  us  against  future  alterations  at  periods  ofa^ 
tation,  and  dissuade  from  proposing  lurther  aliei 
tion  at  this  time. 

The  Constitution  provides  that  the  PreNide 
and  Vice  President  shall  be  elected  in  this  n» 
ner :  Each  State  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner 
the  Legislature  thereof^  may  direct,  a  nomber 
Electors  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senati 
and  Representatives  to  which  the  Stale  may | 
entitled  in  the  Congress ;  but  no  Senator  or  Rl 
resentative,  or  person  holding  any  office  of  t^ 
or  profit  under  the  United  States,  shall  be  appo 
ed  an  Elector. 

The  Electors  shall  meet  in  their  respec 
States,  and  vote  by  ballot  for  President  and  V 
President,  one  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  not  be 
inhabitant  of  the  same  State  with  themsel 
They  shall  name,  in  their  ballots,  the  person  v 
for  as  President,  and,  in  distinct  ballots,  the 
son  voted  for  as  Vice  President;  and  they 
make  distinct  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as 
sident,  and  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  Vice  F 
dent,  and  of  the  number  of  votes  for  each;  vr 
lists  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and  tran 
sealed  to  the  Seat  of  the  Government  of  the 
ted  States,  directed  to  the  President  of  the  Se 
The  President  of  the  Senate  shall,  io  presen 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  tb( 
counted;  the  person  having  the  greatest  nu 
of  votes  for  President  shall   be  the  Preside! 
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such  oamba  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number 
of  £lectorN appointed ;  and,  if  no  person  have  such 
majority,  then  from  the  persons  having  the  high- 
est Dumben,  not  exceeding  three,  on  the  list  of 
those  voted  fof  as  President,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentaiires  shall  choose  immediately,  by  ballot,  the 
Pre:adeot.   But,  in  choosing  the  President,  the 
Totes  shall  be  taken  by  States,  the  representation 
from  each  State  having  one  vote ;  a  quorum  for 
thii  purpose  shall  consist  of  a  member  or  members 
itom  lyro-thivds  of  the  States,  and  a  majority  of 
all  the  States  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  And 
)i  ihe  House  of  Representatives  shall  not  choose 
a  President,  whenever  the  risht  of  choice  shall 
devoke  upon  them,  before  the  fourth  day  of  March 
next  following,  then  the  Vice  President  shall  act 
as  President,  as  in  the  case  of  the  death  or  other 
CoosututionaJ  disability  of  the  President. 

Such  are  the  actual  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tioD  respectio|^  the  election  of  the  President.  The 
CoQstitQtion  itself,  as  we  are  informed  by  the  re- 
port of  the  Convention  to  the  Old  Congress,  was 
theresoit  of  a  spirit  of  amity,  and  of  mutual  def- 
ereDce  and  concession  ;  greater  powers  were  sur- 
^dtred  to  the  United  States  by  the  large  States 
than  by  the  small  ones,  because  their  numbers  and 
iBoarces  were  greater. 

The  House  of  Representatives  is  composed  on 
ihe  basis  of  the  numners  of  the  respective  States, 
ite  smajl  States  here  yielding  to  the  large  ones, 
uid  (he  Senate  is  composed  on  the  basis  of  the 
tiutdiiy  of  the  States,  the  larger  States  here,  in 
DTQ,  deferring  to  the  small  ones.  The  Executive 
I  chosen  by  neither  rule,4>ut  by  the  influence  of 
otu  rules  united ;  it  is  well  known  that  the  small 
^taies  would  not  have  consented  to  the  choice  by 
Sleetojs,  a  mode  favorable  to  the  large  States ; 
%  upon  the  consent  of  the  large  States,  on  the 
^unofthe  choice  of  the  President  by  the  Elec- 
^  00  the  first  trial,  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
bies  voting  by  States,  the  representation  from 
ich  State  having  one  vote,  shall  choose  the  Pre- 
set, not  from  those  they  deem  the  most  worthy, 
ut  from  the  pefsona  havmg  the  highest  numbers, 
ct  eieeeding  three,  on  the  list  of  those  voted  for 
y  t^  Eiectorsy  thereby  restricting  the  choice  of 
ke  Home  of  Representatives  to  the  three  highest 
lodidates  nominated  by  the  larse  States.  To  this 
fiustment,  which  'was  brought  about  by  com- 
'ooiise  between  the  States,  no  objections  were 
lade  at  the  period  when  the  Constitution  was 
^^ wards  under  the  discussion  of  the  several 
tata  Though  great  difficulties  occurred  in  the 
^baKsof  the  State  conventions  on  other  portions 
'the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  no  oppo- 
^ioti  appeared  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitn- 
>B  renting  the  manner  of  electing  the  Presi- 
^ff  ajJd  no  soch  obieciion  occurr^  until  the 
itth  election  of  the  President,  which  was  made 
the  House  of  Representatives;  since  that  pe- 
Ki,  &Te  Presidential  elections  have  taken  place, 
d,  m  ei^rht  of  the  nine  elections,  the  President 
*  been  chosen  by  the  Electors;  the  fourth  elec- 
a  is  the  <aly  instance  in  which  the  President, 
t  beiag  chosen  by  the  Electors,  the  election  de- 
red  on  the  Hoose  of  Representatives.    The 


compromise,  on  the  subject  .of  the  Presidential 
election,  which  has  been  always  binding  in  honor 
and  good  faith,  seems  of  late  to  have  been  forgot- 
ten; and  dissatisfaction  and  complaint  have  ap- 
peared at  the  seat  of  government  in  Virginia,  New 
York,  and  other  States,  that  the  influence  of  the 
great  States  was  unreasonably  impaired  by  the 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  that,  after  the  fail- 
ure to  choose  the  President  dv  the  Electors,  the 
election  should  devolve  upon  tne  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, although  the  House  of  Representatives 
is  restHcted  to  the  choice  of  the  President  from 
three  candidates,  nominated  by  the  Electors,  a 
majority  of  whom  are  appointed  by  the  large 
States.  Hence  it  has  happened,  from  year  to 
year,  that  attempts  have  been  made  by  certain 
States  to  alter  the  Constitution  on  the  subject  of 
the  Presidential  election,  notwithstanding  this 
election  is  matter  of  compromise  and  compact  be- 
tween the  States,  without  which  no  Constitution 
or  Union  could  have  been  formed.  Hitherto  these 
attempts  have  all  failed,  and,  since  the  addition  of 
so  many  new  States^  the  probability  of  any  alter- 
ation of  the  Constitution  is  mucn  diminished; 
but,  while  the  chance  of  any  regular  alteration  is 
lessened,  the  dangers  of  the  Constitution  are  much 
increased.  The  formidable  central  power,  which 
has  appeared  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  which  is 
neither  deputed  from  nor  apportioned  by  any  es- 
tablished rule  among  the  States,  but  proceedinj^ 
from  a  self-created  body,  unknown  to  the  Consti- 
tution— a  body  which  acrnowledges  no  law  found- 
ed upon  common  and  equal  rights,  knows  no  su- 
perior, and  which  reaches,  and  is  systematically 
combined  with  affiliated  oodies  at. the  seats  of 
government  of  the  great  States — a  body  that  al- 
ready constitutes  a  power  greater  than  the  power 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  assuming 
the  right  to  nominate  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  expects,  by  the  assistance  and  increase  of 
their  distant  associates,  and  the  discipline  and 
popularity  of  their  leaders,  to  elect  the  President,  in 
violation  of  the  manner  prescribed  and  established 
by  the  Constitution. 

The  central  power  at  the  Seat  of  Gk>vernment  is 
at  present  composed  of  a  select  number  of  the 
members  of  Congress,  who,  from  their  official 
station,  have  access  to,  and  intercourse  with,  the 
foreign  ambassadors,  as  likewise  with  the  sreat 
officers  of  the  Government,  and,  by  aid  of  the 
Post  Office,  and  the  public  press,  communicate 
with  their  associates  throughout  the  country.  Such 
a  body  are  capable  of  having,  and  actually  do  pos- 
sess, great  influence  in  every  part  of  the  Union. 
They  are  under  no  restrictions  as  to  the  number 
and  condition  or  residence  of  their  members ;  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  should  they  consent, 
may  be  added  to  this  central  junto,  an  addition 
which  would  increase  their  respectability  and  influ- 
ence ;  they  might  proceed  further,  and  the  Heads 
of  the  Executive  Departments  misht  be  requested 
to  become  members  of  the  central  junto;  should 
they  also  unite  with  them,  their  influence  would  be 
still  further  increased.  Should  perilous  times  occur, 
and  men  of  unchastened  ambition  become  the  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  they 
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voald  employ  this  central  power  to  fill  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  with  their  fayorites,  and,  by 
their  co-operation  with  the  Governors  and  popular 
clubs  at  the  seats  of  the  State  Governments,  be  able 
to  effect  in  our  own  free  country  changes  which 
might  utterly  subvert  our  beautiful  scheme  of  gov- 
ernment. Should  this  central  power,  eitending  to 
all  portions  of  the  Union^  be  able,  by  the  co-opera- 
tion of  its  associates,  to  discredit  and  supersede  the 
separate  powers  of  the  States  in  the  choice  of  Pres- 
ident, it  would  afterwards  fiod  less  difficulty  in  ef- 
fecting the  consolidation  of  the  Executive  power 
of  the  United  States,  which,  by  the  Constitution, 
proceeds  from,  rests  upon,  and  is  bound  to  defend, 
the  separate  authority  of  the  respective  States. 
This  done,  the  reform  will  not  stop  at  the  consol- 
idation of  the  Executive  power  of  the  United  States, 
ruinous  as  that  measure  may  prove  -,  but  will  ex- 
tend to  the  legislative  department,  and,  difficult  as 
the  attempt  may  seem,  endeavor  to  abolish  the 
equality  ot  the  States  in  the  Senate.  This  altera- 
tion may,  in  the  commencement,  be  a  mere  recom- 
mendation, like  the  cong^  d'^lire  or  nomination  of 
the  President  by  the  central  power  at  the  Seat 
of  Government;  but,  recommendations  often  re- 
peated, will,  in  time,  become  imperative  com- 
mands, and  to  this  end  it  will  be  urged  that,  by 
these  means,  our  plan  of  Government  will  become 
more  economical,  more  simple,  more  magnificent, 
and  less  liable  to  change  from  occasional  popular 
excitement.  We  may  have  one  Chief  Magistrate, 
instead  of  twenty-five— one  legislature  of  three 
hundred  members,  instead  of  twenty -five  legisla- 
tures of  three  or  four  thousand  members— one  ju- 
diciary, instead  of  a  thousand,  supported  by  law- 
yers, whose  numbers  would  form  an  army — and 
instead  of  an  irregular  choice  of  the  President  by 
the  present  mode,  we  may  have  one  unbroken  suc- 
cession of  Presidents,  from  a  consisteot  and  per- 
petual bodv,  whose  plans  of  policy  and  pretensions 
to  power  nad  been  settled  by  uninterrupted  and 
secret  deliberations. 

These  changes  may  not  occur,  and  our  best  se- 
curity that  they  will  not,  depends  upon  the  patient, 
firni,  and  constant  adherence  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution.  The  compact  between  the  States 
lias  already  received  the  sanction  of  one  genera- 
tion ;  the  alteration  which  it  suffered,  during  this 
period,  may,  perhaps,  by  common  consent,  here- 
after be  itself  altered,  and  the  Constitution  restored 
to  its  primitive  form ;  the  changes  which  happened 
in  the  government  of  Holland,  in  the  Italian  R^ 
publics,  and  the  progressive  stens  by  which  elective 
magistrates  have  elsewhere  oecome  hereditary, 
should  induce  us  to  adhere  with  decision  and  fidel- 
ity to  the  checks  and  securities  which  our  Consti- 
tution has  provided  for  the  preservation  of  our 
representative  system  of  government,  balanced  as 
it  IS  by  the  division  of  power  between  States,  un- 
equal in  territory,  numbers,  and  wealth,  and  be- 
tween them  and  the  United  States. 

The  successive  attempts  to  alter  the  Constitu- 
tion, originating  in  most  instances  in  the  belief 
that  the  propo^  amendments  would  be  positive 
improvements,  although  they  have  failed,  have, 
nevertheless,  not  only  disturbed  the  repose  of  Con- 


fess, but  weakened  the  stability  of  the  Coostita- 
tion. 

While  the  subject  was  under  debate  in  the  Gen- 
eral and  State  conventions,  every  article  and  pro-  , 
vision  thereof  was  open  to  free  enmiuatioQ.  la 
those  discussions  dimcult  questions  arose  upon  ibe 
division  of  the  powers  between  the  States,  and 
between  them  and  the  United  States ;  and  partic- 
ularly in  determining  the  manner  in  which  the  | 
powers  of  the  last  should  be  exercised.   On  this 
subject,  the  journals  of  the  General  Convention 
show  that  the  deputies  from  the  great  States  de- 
sired an  influence  proportionate  to  their  greater 
numbers  and  resources ;    while  those  from  the 
small  States  showed  an  equal  or  greater  solicitade 
to  preserve,  as  far  as  possible,  the  inflQence  of 
equal  sovereigns,  which  they  enjoyed  under  the 
Confederation,  and  in  fact  possessea  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Constitution  itself.     The  Constitution, 
therefore,  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  compact  ex* 

gressive  of  the  llbttality  and  prudent  policy  of  the 
itates,  and  its  apparent  inequalities  constitute  i 
peculiar  system  of  balances,  derived  from  permi* 
nent  natural  difierences  among  the  States,  whick 
is  believed  to  be  superior  to  any  artificial  establish- 
ment, or  political  charter,  heretofore  devised.  Tlie 
unceasing  struggle  between  the  natural  superiority 
of  the  great  States,  and  the  self-love  and  spirit  of 
equality  of  the  small  States,  (which  will  endure 
so  lon^  as  their  freedom  shall  exist)  constitutes  u 
equipoise  of  unceasing  efficacy  in  the  maintenance 
and  the  preservation  of  our  political  system.  This 
system  is  able  to  maintain  and  preserve  oar  enrie^ 
freedom,  if  it  fortunately  has  influence  sufficka 
to  create  in  the  hearts  of  the  citizens  of  the  Unitet 
States  that  affection  and  fidelity  without  whici 
no  plans  of  freedom  ever  have  succeeded,  or  ev 
succeed. 

It  is  demanded  that  any  member  ol  the  Senat 
would  point  out  an  article  or  clause  of  the  Cod 
stitution  which  authorizes,  or  gives  the  slighte^ 
encouragement  to,  measures  oiany  sort,by  whic 
a  concentration  of  the  votes  for  the  President  ma 
be  effected,  previously  to  the  choice  of  Electors  i 
the  several  States,  if  no  such  authority  can  l| 
shown,  and  Mr.  K.  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  noi) 
could  be  pointed  out,  it  may  be  fairly  inferrej 
from  the  provisions  of  the  ConstitDtion.  and  tlj 
power  of  Congress  to  giYe  effect  to  those  prov^ 
ions,  respecting  the  times  of  appointing  ilie£l^ 
tors,  the  time,  manner,  and  places  where  ihj 
must  assemble  and  give  their  votes,  within  tb^ 
respective  States,  not  only  that  no  such  autbop 
exisu,  but  the  precise  and  definite  regulaii^ 
which  restrict  and  confine,  within  the  respecti 
States,  the  initiatory  process  in  the  election  of 
President,  exclude  every  other  and  different  mi 
ner  of  beginning  the  election,  and,  connected  w^ 
the  prohibition  of  members  of  Congress  and  [| 
sons  holding  offices  under  the  United  States frj 
becoming  Electors,  demonstrate  the  illegality  i\ 
dangerous  tendency  of  a  central  power,  at 
Seat  of  the  General  Government,  combining 
nominate  the  President  of  the  United  States  ei 
months  before  his  election.  Members  of  Congj 
belonging  to  this  central  power,  and   mored 
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possesiiog  greit  talents,  learning,  and  experience, 
wili  obtain  an  influence  with  the  Execatire  de- 
partments which  must  impair  the  just  influence 
of  others,  not  possessing  the  same  authority.  With 
these  diseriiaiottions,  such  members,  receired  with 
distiDctioQ  bf  foreign  ambassadors,  and  necessa- 
rily holdnig',  ooder  circumstances  of  faror,  inter- 
course vitb  the  chief  oflicers  of  the  Gk)vernment, 
will  fonn  oonnexions,  and  establish  regular  inter- 
course with  persons  of  like  talents  and  ieaming  in 
the  sereial  States,  and,  in  a  special  manner,  at 
the  seau  of  gioremment  of  the  principal  States — 
these  distiognished  men  becommg  the  illuminati 
of  our  country,  and  being  regulated  bv  a  sort  of 
freemasonry,  the  sign  and  pass-word  of  which 
will,  at  once, place  the  initiated  in  full  confidence 
and  commonion  with  each  other  in  all  parts  of 
the  Union.  Such  combinations  secure  to  the 
members  of  the  central  power  influence  and  ad- 
vaaiages  in  the  making  laws,  as  well  as  in  the 
procuring  of  appointments  of  every  sort,  and  abore 
all,  in  promoting  the  election  of  such  candidate 
for  the  Presidency  as  they  may  select  and  nomi- 
nate. The  members  of  the  central  power  will, 
indersQch  circumstances,  devote  more  of  their 
time^  during  the  sessions  immediately  preceding 
an  eleettoD,  in  arranging,  combining,  and  extend- 
ing the  means  to  effect  the  election  of  their  candi- 
date than  will  be  bestowed  on  the  ordinary  and 
ngnlar  bosincss  of  Congress ;  and,  instead  of  doing 
the  bosness  that  they  were  deputed  to  perform, 
they  will  be  engaged  m  other  duties  which  inter- 
fere with  them. 

The  coarse  of  events,  during  the  last  Winter, 
may  hare  already  led  near  observers  to  suspect  a 
coaneiion  existing  between  a  central  power  of 
this  description,  at  the  Seat  of  the  General  Qot- 
emment,  and  the  Legislatures  of  Georgia,  North 
Carolina,  Virginia,  and  New  York,  and  perhaps 
of  other  States. 

It  is  supposing  men  to  be  blind  to  the  influence 
and  results  of  former  examples  of  this  nature,  that 
hare  appeared  in  other  times  and  countries,  to  be- 
lieve that  iodiriduals,  distinguished  by  talents  and 
experience,  aided  by  skilful  associates,  especially 
nt  the  seats  of  the  State  governments,  will  be 
^'f  defeated,  or  be  likdy  to  fail  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  purpose. 

Aome,  in  fornaer  times,  was  the  seat  of  a  great 
eentral  power,  which  reached  to  her  remotest  pro- 
Tiaces,  and  the  life,  liberty,  and  property  of  the 
*^2enjweFe  everywhere  held  at  the  mercy  of 
^  power.  Paris,  in  our  own  time,  has  also  oeen 
"^^of  a  great  central  power,  which  extended 
«v«  ill  parts  of  France,  and,  acting  upon  the 
Pe^hiftll  their  towns  and  villages,  punished 
oppotitioa  to  its  mandates,  and  whatsoever  were 
•Itemed  errors  in  political  opinion,  with  confisca- 
twn  of  property,  and  loss  of  life. 

These  remarks  arc  not  to  be  answered  by  a  re- 
ference to  the  practice  of  the  State  Legislatures, 
v^^nferences  and  meetings  among  the  members  of 
those  local  bodies,  to  agree  upon  measures  in  re- 
ference to  State  policy,  are  not  liable  to  the  same 
objections.  Their  influence  is  less  powerful,  and 
ther  operate  within  more  limited  spheres,  and  the 


members  are  more  responsible  for  their  political 
acts,  as  well  by  the  greater  frequency  of  State 
elections,  as  by  the  scene  of  their  political  opera- 
tions being  nearer  to  the  supervision  and  inspec- 
tion of  their  constituents.  Neither  are  there  the 
same  Constitutional  objections  arising  from  the 
inequalities  of  the  States  and  from  our  federative 
and  balanced  system  of  Gk)vernroent. 

It  was  to  protect  the  people  of  the  States  from 
this  great  central  power  that,  instead  of  concen- 
trating power  in  one  place,  the  Constitution  has 
provided  for  the  division  and  distribution  of  it 
through(>ut  and  amon^  the  States.  By  adhering 
to  this  division  and  distribution  of  power,  though 
we  find  our  Gk>vemment  less  simple,  more  expen- 
sive, and  less  magnificent,  we  may  rationally  nope 
to  preserve  our  political  integrity,  and  to  perpetu- 
ate our  liberties. 

There  are  apparent  defects  in  our  Constitution. 
We  have,  nevertheless,  increased  and  prospered 
under  it.  If  these  defects  were  cured,  the  very 
means  which  should  effect  the  cure  may  introduce, 
as  has  happened,  other  and  greater  defects^  espe- 
cially when  these  alterations  are  made  m  the 
midst  of  political  excitement,  and  without  oppor- 
tunity of  regarding  all  the  evils  connected  with 
the  remedial  amendments. 

All  that  is  the  work  of  man  is,  like  him,  imper- 
fect. We  probably  enjoy  a  greater  portion  of  free- 
dom and  happiness  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  other 
nations:  and  because  we  desire  yet  more,  we  must 
be  careful  not  to  lose  what  we  have,  by  nasty  and 

Birtial  alterations  in  our  plan  of  Government, 
e  would,  therefore,  prefer  to  adhere,  for  the 
present,  to  the  Constitution  as  it  is,  in  hopes  that 
adequate  means  may  be  devised  to  suppress  this 
great  and  alarming  central  powen  whicn  is  now 
oppressing  the  Constitution  itself,  by  controlling 
and  superseding  its  wise  and  well  considered  pro- 
visions. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  in  favor  of  some 
amendment  of  the  Constitution^  in  order  to  estab- 
lish an  uniform  mode  of  electing  the  President: 
and  the  resolution  now  before  the  Senate  would 
only  go  to  produce  that  eflfect.  He  considered  it 
to  be  the  true  meaning  and  intent  of  the  Consti- 
tution that  the  election  should  be  made  in  some 
uniform  mode,  throughout  the  States,  and,  if  it 
were  so,  the  choice  would  not  frequently  come  to 
the  House  of  Representatives.  If  the  present 
provisions  of  the  Uonstitution  were  sufiered  to 
remain,  he  did  not  see  how  we  could  ever  have 
a  President  and  Vice  President  elected  by  the 
people.  Such  an  event  would  be  morally  impos- 
sible. He  believed  it  was  in  the  spirit  of  the  Con** 
stitution  that  the  President  should  be  elected  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  Now,  if  an 
amendment  was  proposed,  which  would  increase 
the  probability  or  an  election  according  to  the 
true  spirit  of  that  instrumentj  why  should  it  not 
be  adopted  ?  In  those  States  in  which  the  choice 
of  Electors  is  made  by  the  Legislature,  there  have 
been  repeated  propositions  to  change  the  mode  of 
election,  or  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  to  favor  the 
views  of  particular  candidates.  Changes  of  this 
kind,  Mr.  S.  believed,  had  been  proposed  in  Vir- 
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ginia,  and  in  New  York,  ia  order  to  affect  their 
elections.  In  New  York,  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  had  been  subjected  to  scorn  and  con- 
tempt, for  not  altering  the  mode  of  choosing  Elec- 
tors, to  meet  a  certain  exigency.  Mr.  S.  said,  if 
he  had  been  a  member  of  that  body,  he  certainly 
should  not  have  voted  for  such  a  change,  under 
such  circumstances.  He  thought  the  mode  of 
election,  whatever  it  might  be,  ought  to  be  uni- 
form in  each  State,  and  throuffhout  the  country. 

The  resolution  proposed  by  Uie  gentleman  from 
Missouri  had  been  taken  up,  and  partly  dis- 
cussed— and,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  did  not  snow  why 
it  should  not  be  further  considered.  He  had  never 
listened  with  more  pleasure  than  to  the  arguments 
of  that  ffentleman  m  support  of  the  plan  he  had 
proposed  ;  and,  as  other  members  had  intimated 
their  wish  to  replv  to  those  arguments,  Mr.  S. 
was  willinff  they  snould  have  the  opportunity  to 
do  so.  When  the  speech  of  the  member  from 
Missouri  came  to  be  printed,  as  it  probably  would 
be,  and  as  it  richly  deserved  to  be,  he  wished  to  see 
the  arguments  of  those  who  were  opposed  to  that 
gentleman's  nlan  also  printed — ^that  the  public 
might  see  and  judge  of  the  reasons  urged  in  its 
support.  As  to  the  practice  of  holding  caucuses, 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had 
alluded,  it  had  long  existed  in  this  country.  It 
was  no  new  thing  here.  It  had  been  adopted  on 
a  great  many  important  occasions— it  had  pro- 
duced a  great  many  good  effects.  Mr.  S.  believed 
the  first  embargo  was  agreed  upon  in  caucus. 
Every  one  had  a  right  to  the  exercise  of  his  own 
opinions  and  principles,  on  that  subject.  But, 
Mr.  S.  said,  he  considered  the  present  question  to 
be  upon  the  propriety  of  establishing  some  uni- 
form mode  of  electing  the  President ;  and  this,  he 
thought,  ought  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  of  New  York,  said,  that  it 
had  not  been  his  intention  to  add  any  thing  to 
the  remarks  he  had  heretofore  submitted  on  the 
motion  now  under  consideration,  but  some  expla- 
nation on  his  part  had  become  necessary.  It 
would,  he  thought^  be  injustice,  as  well  to  his 
constituents  as  to  himself,  to  suffer  the  new  views 
which  had  been  taken  of  the  subject  by  his  hon- 
orable colleague,  to  pass  unnoticed.  In  discharg- 
ing the  duty  thus  imposed  upon  him.  he  would 
not  increase  the  excitement  which  has  been  man- 
ifested, by  giving;  any  latitude  to  the  discussion 
which  the  occasion  did  not  call  for.  No  portion 
of  the  time  of  the  Senate  would  be  occupied  by 
him,  in  discussing  the  constitutionality  of  a  Con- 
gressional caucus ;  nor  in  considering  any  of  those 
nice  distinctions  which  challenged  respect  for  the 
proceedings  of  conventions  of  one  description,  and 
denied  it  to  others;  nor  in  detecting  those  still  more 
subtle  refinements  which  regarded  meetings  of  the 
same  character  as  sometimes  proper,  and  others  de- 
structive of  the  purity  of  elections  and  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people.  He  could  not  satisfy 
himself  that  this  was  either  the  place  or  the  occa- 
sion for  discussions  of  that  character.  But,  whilst 
he  abstained  from  following  his  colleague  in  the 
remarks  having  reference  to  this  su^ect,  which 
he  had  allowed  himself  to  make,  Mr.  v .  B.  hoped 


he  would  not  be  understood  as  wishing  to  raise  i 
question  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  course  wbich. 
his  colleague  thought  proper  to  pursue.    It  voold 
not  become  him  to  do  so.    The  principal  pouni 
taken  for  the  postponement  of  the  resolution,  on 
a  former  occasion,  related  to  the  excitement  pro- 
duced by  the  approaching  election,  and  the  supe- 
rior fitness  of  a  luture  period  for  the  coostdentioa 
of  the  subject.    This  ground  had  now  been  macb 
enlarged.    It  had  been  observed  by  an  honorable 
member  from  North  Carolina,  in  opposition  to  die 
motion,  that  the  necessity  of  some  amendment  of 
the  Constitution,  in  this  respect,  was  generally 
admitted,  and  had  been  extensively  called  for  by 
the  people.    Mr.  V.  B.  understood  his  collea^oe' 
not  only  to  deny  the  fact  alleged,  as  to  the  state 
of  public  opinion,  but  to  contest  the  propriety  of 
any  amendment  of  the  Constitution  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  choice  of  President  and  Vice  President 
It  was  on  those  two  points  he  would  make  a  few 
remarks. 

It  could  not,  he  thought,  be  necessary,  and 
might  not  be  proper,  to  detain  the  Senate  by  a 
minute  statement  of  the  various  proceedings  of 
Congress,  and  of  the  States,  on  the  subject.  A 
very  brief  reference  to  them  would  show  that  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  was  supported  by 
tacts  in  the  opinion  he  had  expressed.  Mr.  V.  B. 
believed  that,  on  examination,  it  would  be  found 
that  the  first  movement  on  the  subject  had  been 
made  by  the  State  he  had  the  honor,  in  part  tfl 
represent.  It  was  now  twenty-two  years  sioc^ 
the  Legislature  of  New  York,  shortly  after  ai 
election,  and  under  circumstances  entirely  discon 
nectine  the  measure  with  an^  pending  contro 
versy,  had,  with  great  unanimity,  pass^  re>olq 
tions  in  favor  of  an  amendment  of  the  Constitti 
tion  of  the  United  States,  requiring  the  divisioi 
of  the  respective  States  into  districts  for  the  choic 
of  Electors,  and  authorizing  their  selection  immc 
diately  by  the  people.  Tnose  resolutions  wei 
communicated  to  Congress,  and  would  be  foun 
on  the  journals  of  the  Senate;  since  that  time  tb 
subject  had  been  acted  upon,  at  various  periods 
and  in  different  forms,  as  well  by  Congress  asi\] 
Legislatures  of  the  different  States.  Of  the  nr^ 
ceSiuffs  of  the  latter,  those  of  North  Carolii 
and  New  Jersey  have  been  most  conspicuo^ 
The  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  passed  reso^ 
tions,  nearly  similar  to  those  of  New  York,  a) 
sent  them  to  the  different  States  for  concurrent 
New  York  instructed  her  Senators,  and  requeit 
her  Representatives,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  i 
amendment  proposed  by  North  Carolina,  i| 
many  of  the  States  gave  similar  instructions.  J 
least  three  times  within  eleven  years,  and  asl 
as  the  year  1822,  resolutions,  proposing  amd 
ments  to  the  Constitution  upon  the  subject  of  | 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  hi 
passed  this  body,  by  more  than  the  Constitutia 
majority,  and  there  had  been  few  sessions 
several  years,  in  which  the  subject  had  not  i 
more  or  less  acted  upon.  Early  in  the  prd 
session  resolutions  for  amendment  had  been] 
posed  by  Senators  from  Missouri,  New  Jef 
South  Carolina,  Massachusetts,  and  New  Y 
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Their  respective  propositions  had  been  referred  to 
a  committee,  combioiDg  much  of  the  talent  and 
expenence  of  the  Senate,  of  which  his  colleague 
was  a  member.  The  subject  bad  been  considered 
with  great  care,  and  a  plan  reported,  containing, 
as  the  committee  thought,  the  best  parts  of  the 
resoiutioDs  referred  to  them.  In  that  report,  he 
understood  the  committee  were  unanimous,  and 
appearances  certainly  indicated  the  adoption  of 
some  resolution  on  the  subject  at  the  present  ses- 
sion. Such  were  his  impressions,  and  he  thought 
that  such  had  been  the  opinions  of  the  members 
of  the  Senate  generally.  In  view  of  the  facts  he 
had  stated,  he  could  neither  repress  nor  conceal 
bis  disappointment  in  finding  the  motion  for  posC- 
pooemeot  now  supported  on  the  ground  that  no 
amendment  was  desired  by  the  people. 

Mr.  y.  B.  said  that,  although  the  resolution  he 
had  proposed  had  not  been  wholly  adopted  by 
the  eommittee,  and  notwithstanding  he  desired 
material  alterations  of  that  reported,  still,  if  he 
should  be  unsuccesaful  in  his  endeavors  to  obtain 
the  alteration  he  wished,  he  would  cheerfully  vote 
for  the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee. 
He  coasidored  it  to  be  far  i>referable,  for  all  con- 
cerned, to  the  existing  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tioQ.  It  would  be  unwise,  he  thought,  to  examine 
the  merits  of  the  various  plans  proposed,  before 
the  Senate  decided  on  the  present  motion.  He 
was  uDwilliag  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate 
io  discQsaooa,  which  might  be  rendered  worse 
than  useless,  by  the  postponement  of  the  subject ; 
but  bis  honorable  colleague  had  taken  one  view 
of  the  question,  which  rendered  a  brief  reply  in- 
dispensable. If  Mr.  V.  B.  had  correctly  under- 
wood bis  colleague,  he  had  spoken  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  as  an  attempt,  on  the  part  of  the 
Jarge  States,  to  deprive  the  smaller  States,  in  the 
Coofederacjr,  of  their  equal  votes,  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  the  choice  of  President,  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  a  usurpation  which  oiight  to 
be  repressed ;  and,  thus  considering  the  subject,  he 
bad  enlarged  on  the  circumstances  under  which 
^is  tight  was  conceded  to  the  small  States,  and 
bad  spoken  of  the  great  danger  to  which  they  were 
expQ^,  from  the  possible  combination  between 
the  States  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  New 
York.  Mi.  V.  B.  thought  it  due  to  his  constitu- 
ents, from  their  relation  to  the  question  in  that 
torm,  and  to  himself,  alao,  as  having  introduced 
one  of  the  resolutions,  to  disclaim,  lor  both,  any 
views  of  the  character  alluded  to.  A  reference  to 
wbai  bad  taken  place  here,  ought  to  dispel  the 
erroneous  impression  which  had  been  made  on  the 
mind  of  bis  colleague.  The  first  proposition  for 
the  aneadment  of  the  Constitution,  in  this  respect, 
ofered  at  this  session,  came  from  Missouri,  the 
yciiogest,  and,  except  one.  or  perhaos  two,  the 
smallest  Statein  the  Confederacy ;  and  the  others, 
from  New  Jersey,  South  Carolina,  Massachusetts, 
andNew  York,  in  the  order  in  which  he  had  named 
these  Sutes.  The  propositions  from  New  Jersey 
and  South  Carolina  yielded  the  principle  of  giving 
to  each  State  an  equal  vote,  on  receiving  what 
they  regarded  as  an  equivalent.  That  equivalent 
consisted  in  the  divbion  of  the  large  States  into 


districts,  to  which,  by  the  suggestion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  was  added  the  pro- 
position, which  could  not  but  prove  conservative 
of  the  interest  of  all,  the  removal  of  the  decision 
from  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  principal 
difference  between  the  plan  he  had  the  honor  to 
propose,  and  those  of  which  he  had  last  spoken, 
was,  that,  instead  of  providing  for  the  ultimate 
decision  of  the  question  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, as  was  done  in  that  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  he  proposed  a  second  reference 
to  the  Electors ;  and,  instead  of  sending  it  back  as 
often  as  miflht  be  necessary  to  a  choice,  as  proposed 
bv  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  Mr.  V.  B.'s- 
plan  compelled  a  choice  on  the  second  ballot  by 
the  Electors;  a  majority  of  the  committee,  to> 
which  the  several  propositions  had  been  referred,, 
were  from  small  States,  and  they  had  agreed  on 
an  amendment,  founded  on  principles  of  reciprocal 
concessions  for  the  general  good.  This  was  all 
that  the  Representatives  of  the  large  States  had. 
as  he  understood  them,  contended  for.  They  could 
not,  ought  not,  did  not,  desire  that  the  small  States 
should  surrender  any  portion  of  the  power  and 
intiuence  now  secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution, 
unless  these  States  should,  themselves,  think,  that 
their  own  condition  would  be  improved,  and  the 
general  welfare  promoted,  by  their  doin^  so,  on 
receiving  concessions,  fully  equivalent,  irom  the 
large  States.  Considerations  of  such  liberal  and 
equitable  character  had  been  held  out  on  both 
sides,  and  the  conflicting  interests  of  the  difiierent 
States,  on  this  point,  arising  from  their  unfortu- 
nate inequality,  nad  hitherto,  to  the  honor  of  the 
Senate,  been  commented  upon  without  the  least 
acrimony,  and  under  the  control  of  feelinffs  which 
promised  the  most  auspicious  results.  Mr.  V.  B. 
said  that  nothing  had  taken  place  to  change  his 
views  or  disposition  on  the  subject.  He  was 
anxious  to  continue  the  discussion^  and  was  wil- 
ling to  lend  his  feeble  efforts  to  obtain  the  adoption 
of  some  resolution,  on  the  subject,  at  this  session. 
To  this  end,  he  was  ready,  on  the  part  of  his  con- 
stituents, to  make  all  reasonable  sacrifices.  If, 
however,  gentlemen  thought  that  the  next  session 
would  be  a  more  propitious  period,  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  debate,  on  this  motion,  certainly  af- 
forded some  reason  to  believe  that  it  might  be 
so,  he  would  bow.  respectfully,  to  the  will  of  the 
majority.  Until,  nowever,  that  was  expressed,  he 
would  continue  to  oppose  the  postponement. 

Mr.  DtcKERSON,  of  New  Jerse)^,  said  :  The  Con- 
vention who  formed  our  Constitution  could  not 
have  foreseen  all  the  effects  of  its  operation — ^powers 
have  resulted  from  it  that  were  not  anticipated— « 
the  relative  strength  of  the  States  has  undergone 
a  change,  which  has  disturbed  the  checks  and  bal- 
ances of  the  Constitution.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  has  shown  the 
evils  of  the  present  system  of  electing  a  President, 
and  the  necessity  of  districting  the  States  for  that 
purpose,  in  the  strongest  point  of  view.  The  elec- 
tion of  a  President  hy  the  people  at  large  wotild 
be  a  preferable  mode,  if  it  were  practicable;  but, 
whoever  will  look  at  the  situation  of  our  country, 
with  its  different  kinds  of  population;  different 
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modes  of  electioa ;  different  qualifications  of  voters, 
must  at  once  perceive  that  such  an  election  is 
utterly  impracticable.  The  choosing  of  the  Pres- 
idential Electors,  in  single  districts,  is  the  nearest 
possible  approach  to  an  election  by  the  people  at 
farce. 

A  disproportion  has  grown  out  of  the  relative 
powers  of  tne  great  and  small  States,  which  the 
members  of  the  Convention  could  not  have  fore- 
seen, and  which  has  given  a  new  character  to  our 
system. 

In  an  election  by  Electors,  six  great  States  can 
control  the  election :  and  leave  eighteen  States 
without  power  or  influence  upon  the  question.   In 
the  House  of  Representatives,  thirteen  small  States, 
with  forty-five  Representatives,  can  elect  a  Pres- 
ident against  the  residue  of  the  States,  with  one 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  Representatives.    Why 
should  the  great  States  be  all-powerful  in  the  first 
case,  and  the  small  States  in  the  latter.    The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  King)  is  willing  to 
put  the  small  States  on  an  equalitywith  the  large, 
is  he  so  ?    This  is  very  stranffe.   But  it  is  only  on 
choosing  a  President  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, which  can  rarely  occur.    But,  is  he  wil- 
ling to  give  this  equality  of  vote,  on  the  first  elec- 
tion of  a  President,  which  must  occur  every  four 
years  ?  No.    New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio,  have  133 
Electors,  and  can  control  the  election  of  a  President 
— 4>are  majorities,  in  each  of  these  States,can  control 
the  Union,  upon  this  question.  These  States  are  of 
contiguous  territory,  and  may  easily  have  a  com- 
munity of  interest  that  shall  bind  them  together, 
at  least  upon  one  question.    The  gentleman  from 
Missouri  says,  that  th.e  power  exercised  by  the 
Legislatures  of  the  States,  to  appoint  Electors,  is 
a  usurpation — that  it  ousht  to  be  relinquished, 
without  any  concession  of  power  on  the  part  of 
the  small  States.    Call  this  power  by  what  name 
you  please,  it  is  now  a  permanent  power ;  only  to 
oe  reached  by  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution. 
However  incorrect  the  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution might  have  been,  and  was,  when  this 
power  was  first  assumed,  it  nas  been  acquiesced  in 
for  more  than  thirty  years.    To  reject  the  elec- 
toral* votes  thus  given,  at  this  time,  would  be  to 
dissolve  the  Union.    It  is  too  late  to  oppose  the 
exercise  of  this  power.    But  the  power,  on  the 
part  of  the  States,  to  choose  their  Electors  by  gen- 
eral ticket  is  not  denied ;  and  yet  its  effect  is  precisely 
the  same :  it  gives  themat  States  precisely  the  same 
power  to  control  the  election  of  a  President.  So  far 
as  regards  the  citizens  of  the  large  States  where 
it  may  be  adopted,  it  is  equally  opjiressive  to  the 
minorities,  and  less  calculated  to  give  a  fair  ex- 
pression of  the  will  of  the  majorities.   In  the  State 
of  New  York,  for  instance,  with  a  population  of  a 
million  and  a  half,  and  a  territory  or  forty-six  thou- 
sand square  miles,  thirty-six  Electors  are  to  be 
chosen  by  general  ticket ;  they  must  be  selected 
from  the  different  districts  of  the  State — any  other 
arrangement  could  not  succeed.    The  voters,  gen- 
erally speaking,  would  not  know,  even  by  name, 
more  than  one  or  two  of  the  Electors  to  be  voted 
for ;  for  ail  the  rest,  they  must  vote  upon  trust. 


The  voter  follows  the  great  man  of  his  town— he 
the  great  man  of  the  county — and  he  some  three 
or  four  great  men  of  the  State ;  who  thus  wield 
the  force  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  people. 

If  the  Legislature  choose  the  Electors,  ibey  hare 
the  opportunity  of  knowing  whom  they  choose; 
they  are  the  agents  in  whom  their  constituents 
confide;  they,  at  least,  afford  a  connectiDgliDkof 
information  between  the  people  and  the  Electors 
to  be  chosen. 

Will  the  large  States  give  up  this  power,  with- 
out a  corresponding  concession  on  the  part  of  the 
small  States?  They  will  not.  They  are  strong, 
sturdy,  and  obstinate.  They  have  been  urgoi 
upon  this  point  for  twenty  years,  but  without  ef- 
fect— further  efforts  are  nopeless.  What  is  the 
power  of  the  small  States,  which  it  is  the  wish  of , 
the  great  States  to  restrain  or  modify? 

On  an  election  of  President,  in  the  House  of  i 
Representatives,  thirty-one  members  from  thirteen  i 
small  States  can  control  the  election.  Is  this  a 
safe  power,  even  to  the  small  States  themselves?  i 
Should  they  exercise  their  power  to  the  fuUei-i 
tent,  the  first  attempt  would  probably  be  fatal  (o  i 
their  independence.  Can  they  feel  a  confidence! 
that  they  would  exercise  their  power  with  discr^! 
tion  ?  In  the  moment  of  party  excitement,  when! 
ambition,  and  all  the  fierce  passions  of  anger  andi 
excitement,  have  their  sway,  discretion  is  M 
sight  of.  The  power  is  a  dangerous  one— mucl^ 
more  dangerous  to  the  small  States  than  to  i^^ 
large.  The  danger  of  dissolving  cor  Union  woul4 
create,  comparatively,  but  iittie  alarm  in  Nei^ 
York.  What  has  she  to  fear  ?  She  is  an  empir^ 
in  herself.  But,  with  New  Jersey,  the  case  is  al 
together  different.  Without  the  CosstitutioD,  sh 
must  cease  to  be  an  independent  State.  Siinatd 
between  two  potent  neighbors,  of  whose  disposj 
tion  to  oppress  she  had  sufficient  evidence,  IH 
tween  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war  aod  tli 
formation  of  our  present  Constitution,  she  woail 
be  crushed.  On  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  re^ 
property,  in  New  Jersey,  would  instantly  fall  fift 
per  cent.  The  State  is  so  situated,  thai  a  Utf 
portion  of  her  commerce  must  necessarily  i 
through  the  ports  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvaa) 
The  duties  on  foreign  soods  consumed  in  N^ 
Jersey,  would  he  paid  in  riew  York  aod  Peonsj 
yania;  and  pass  into  the  treasuries  of  tlvose  Btatj 
New  Jersey  would  be  tributary  to  them.  Si 
would  resist,  and,  probably,  make  the  CU^ 
Jersey,  Perth  Amboy,  and  6arlington,  free  pc^ 
of  entry.  This  would  destroy  her  whole  systi 
of  protecting  the  industry  of  the  State,  and  wo\ 
lead  to  acts  of  retaliation  on  the  part  of  th 
States  in  which  her  prosperity  would  be  utt^ 
destroyed.  New  Jersey  has  a  stronger  interest 
the  Constitution  than  any  other  State  in  i 
Union. 

It  is  for  this  reason,  that,  in  that  State,  ther 
the  strongest  disposition  to  provide  for  the  peii 
nency  of  the  Constitution,  by  correcting  the  abl 
that  have  ^rown  up  under  it — ^more  especially 
disproportion  of  the  power  of  the  ^reat  and  si 
States  in  choosing  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and 
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^Skvltj  of  saeh  a  choice  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resenta  tires. 

How  the  fears  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  have  been  allayed,  within  a  few  weelcs,  I 
k&ow  not;  while  the  dangers  themselves  have 
eridently  ineieased. 

The  dangers  of  choosing  the  President,  in  1801, 
were  saeh  as  to  threaten  us  with  dissolution  of 
our  compact  Bat,  the  difllcoUies  now  to  be  con- 
tended with,  in  such  an  election,  would  be  made 
much  greater.  Then,  there  were  but  two  candi- 
dates; the  first  ballot  would  ha?e  resulted  in  a 
choice,  if  some  States  had  not  been  divided.  Now, 
there  mast  be  three  candidates.^  The  House  of 
Representatives will'be  divided  between  the  three; 
eren  the  Representatives  of  the  States  majr  be 
dirided  between  the  three.  The  confusion  might 
become  inextricable. 

Sapposc  New  York  were  to  eive  12  votes  to  A, 
U  to  B,  and  11  to  C,  would  this  insure  the  vote 
of  New  York  for  A  ?  The  friends  of  B  and  C 
would  say  not.  Should  a  plurality  or  majority 
govera  in  such  a  case?  Should  the  State  say 
whit  was  its  vote  ?  or  should  the  House  of  Rep- 
leseptatives  prescribe  the  rule  7  The  case  is  full 
of  difficalty  and  danger. 

This  amendment,  Mr.  D.  said,  if  it  should  be 
meed  to  by  the  requisite  number  of  both  Houses 
of  Gongreas,  must  be  submitted  to  the  several 
States :  and,  unless  three-fourths  of  them  were  in 
faror  of  it,  it  could  not  be  adopted.  The  large 
and  the  saall  States  must  all  be  consulted,  and 
he  wei!  ^new  it  would  be  ver)r  difficult  to  get  any 
amendment  adopted.  It  is  said  that  it  will  take 
away  the  rights  of  the  States.  But,  unless  they 
agree  to  it,  die  proposition  can  never  take  effect. 
Mr.  D.  thought  the  present  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitation.  in  respect  to  the  election  of  President, 
vas  extremely  weak.  He  was  folly  convinced 
that  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  old 
States,  that  some  alteration  ought  to  tak£  place ; 
they  hare  earnestly  looked  for  it;  they  ask  it  at 
oar  hands.  Both  the  small  and  the  large  States 
^U  consent  to  eive  up  soraethin|  for  the  sake  of 
efectiag  that  object.  Neither  of  them  would  be 
willing  to  do  it,  unless  an  equivalent  was  ob- 
tained. Mr.  D.  feared  that  the  present  was  not 
the  time  to  act  upon  these  amendments ;  he  thought 
it  would  be  necessary  to  test  the  Constitution,  as 
it  now  stands,  a  little  longer.  It  would  take  a 
h>og  time  to  get  any  amendment  through,  and  it 
vu  thought  that  the  present  was  not  a  fit  time 
for  the  discussion,  in  consequence  of  the  excite- 
™«i  which  prevails  throughout  the  country  in 
^^^  to  the  ensuing  election.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  has  changed  his  mind  respecting 
^'^^prowiety  of  amending  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  KiHo,  of  New  York,  rose  to  explain,  in  ref- 
^nnce  to  the  chance  of  opinion  imputed  to  him 
W  the  ^ndeman  from  New  Jersey.  We  under- 
«J2^  him  to  sajp,  that,  although  he  had  formerly 
b«tt  favorable  to  some  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stituiioa^  in  regard  to  the  election  of  President, 
yet  his  ttteation  had  been  most  powerfully  at- 
tracted by  a  power  which  had  smce  risen  up, 
which  appeared  to  him  so  terrific  that  he  hardly 


dared  to  contemplate  the  effects  it  might  produce — 
he  meant  the  power  which  members  of  Congress 
had  assumed,  of  nominating  a  President  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  placing  the  complete  con- 
trol of  the  Government  in  the  hands  of  a  party. 
He  firmly  believed  that  the  power  thus  assumed 
would,  it  permitted  to  be  exercised,  eventually 
overwnelm  the  Constitution.  It  would  produce  a 
fearful  combination  of  the  large  States.  The  small 
States,  he  thought,  would  not  consent  to  go  into 
caucus ;  if  they  did,  it  would  be  a  suicidal  act  on 
their  part.  He  called  upon  gentlemen  to  produce 
the  smallest  authority,  in  any  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution, for  these  meetings,  lie  considered  them 
as  violating  the  spirit  of  that  instrument.  The 
power  of  choosing  the  President  is  given  to  the 
Colleges  of  Electors — the  election,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, is  in  their  hands :  and,  to  prevent  the  pos- 
sibility of  combination^  tney  are  chosen  only  about 
thirty  days  before  their  omce  is  to  be  performed. 
The  election  is  directed  to  be  made  in  all  the  dif- 
ferent States  on  the  same  day,  and  the  Electors 
are  permitted  to  make  but  one  attempt  at  a  choice. 
These  provisions  of  the  Constitution  were  adopted 
for  the  express  purpose  of  preventing  combina- 
tions— an  effect  which,  Mr.  B.  thought,  was  great- 
ly to  be  dreaded  from  the  practice  of  nomination 
by  Coxieressional  caucuses. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  resumed.  He  intended  no  dis- 
res]>ect  to  the  honorable  member  from  New  York 
in  imputing  to  him  a  change  of  opinion  on  this 
subject.  In  reg[ard  to  the  caucus  which  had  been 
spoken  of  in  this  discussion,  Mr.  D.  said,  he  con- 
ceived it  was  neither  forbidden  nor  enjoined  by 
the  Constitution.  He  considered  it  as  a  perfectly 
harmless  expression  of  the  opinion  of  those  who 
attended  it.  Members  of  Congress  had  certainly 
as  good  a  right,  in  their  individual  capacities,  to 
recommend  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  as 
any  other  men.  Similar  meetings  have  been  held 
in  evejT^  State,  every  county,  and  almost  every 
town  in  the  country.  The  same  privilege  of 
recommending  candidates  is  exercised  by  every 
printer  in  the  country.  Some  of  them  have  re- 
commended three  or  four  different  candidates  with- 
in the  last  six  or  eight  months.  No  mischief  can 
result  from  the  caucus  nomination — it  imposes 
upon  nobody  i  it  binds  nobody ;  it  will  go  for 
what  it  is  worth,  and  no  more — it  is  the  mere  ex- 
ercise of  opinion,  and  that  is  a  right  which,  whe- 
ther it  respected  men  or  measures,  Mr.  D.  said,  he 
would  never  relinquish.  It  is  a  right  guarantied 
by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  country, 
and  one  which  will  be  exercised. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  next  rose.  It  is  to  me, 
said  Mr.  H.,  matter  of  regret  and  astonishment, 
that  this  debate  should  have  taken  such  a  turn. 
I  had  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Kino,)  on  the  comnaittee  to 
whom  these  amendments  to  the  Constitution  were 
referred.  I  had,  till  then,  some  doubts  whether, 
at  this  time,  it  was  proper  to  act  upon  them.  But 
I  then  had  the  countenance  and  support  of  that 
honorable  gentleman.  Full  well  I  knew  and  ap- 
preciated his  experience  and  wisdom.  As  he  was 
one  of  those  who  framed  that  instrument,  and 
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knew  the  views  and  motives  of  his  associates,  I 
adopted  him,  in  some  measure,  as  my  Mentor. 
The  amendment  which  has  been  the  subject  of 
his  animadversion,  was  agreed  on  in  committee, 
with  ffreat  unanimity;  and  by  none  with  more 
cordiality  and  zeal  than  by  that  gentleman.  But 
though  be  has  seen  fit  to  change  his  opinion,  I 
have  not.  However  I  may  respect  him,  I  cannot 
consent  to  be  led  about  in  this  way.  For  the  rea- 
sons which  he  has  deemed  proper  to  offer  to  the 
Senate,  L  as  one,  feel  mortified  and  humbled. 
Never  before,  except  once,  and  that  by  the  same 
honorable  member,  has  the  election,  which  now 
asitates  the  public,  been  introduced  into  our  de- 
liberations. This  Senate  should  be,  and,  until 
now,  thank  God,  it  has  been,  above  popular  ex- 
citement. And  from  what  source  does  it  come? 
Who  sets  the  pernicious  example?  One  whose 
age  and  experience  point  him  out  as  a  model. 

Sir,  I  assure  that  honorable  gentleman  that  I 
have  no  need  of  his  advice,  nor  will  I  submit  to 
the  dictation  of  any  Senator  here,  to  direct  me  in 
my  private  or  individual  conduct.  Until  I  shall 
be  arraigned,  as  the  Constitution  prescribes,  I 
shall  not  condescend  to  account  to  any,  or  all,  the 
members  of  this  Senate,  for  my  acts  out  of  this 
body,  and  with  which  they  have  no  concern. 

The  first  use  of  the  word  "  caucus"  here,  in  de- 
bate, I  regret  to  say,  was  from  that  gentleman. 
He  has  been  pleased  to  arraign  before  the  Senate 
certain  members  of  this,  and  the  other  House,  be- 
cause they  saw  fit  to  meet  and  recommend  a  can- 
didate to  the  people,  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  And,  by  this  act,  he  afilects  to  believe 
that  the  Constitution  has  been  so  violated  that  he 
would  not  amend  it  at  all.  Sir,  pardon  me  when 
I  say  that  this  is  an  idle  dream. 

He  seems  to  apprehend  that  the  time  will  come 
when  the  President  and  Heads  of  Departments 
will  participate  in  such  a  convention.  Sir,  there 
is  no  danger  of  that.  When  the  members  of  the 
Executive  Department  shall  combine  to  appoint 
a  successor  for  the  President,  the  people  will  put 
down  the  combination.  No.  sir;  when  these  gen- 
tlemen attempt  this,  it  will  not  be  by  a  public 
meeting.  Secret  engines  will  be  ptit  in  operation 
— ^private  agents  will  be  employed,  and  means 
will  be  used  which  shun  the  lisht. 

A  public  meeting  has  been  held  to  recommend 
to  the  people  to  unite,  and  keep  the  election  in 
their -own  hands.  At  this,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man takes  umbrage  and  alarm — he  condemns  this 
measure  of  union ;  and  avows  his  wishes  that  the 
election  may  be  made  hj  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. He  seems  to  think,  that  any  meeting,  or 
any  exertions  of  individuals  to  i)revent  it,  is  to 
defeat  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  !  This, 
from  a  representative  of  the  largest  State  in  the 
Union,  is  very  frank,  and  very  disinterested.  Sir, 
it  would  be  humiliating  to  give  the  proper  answer 
to  all  this — a  regard  to  the  dignity  of  the  Senate 
forbids  the  just  retort.  But  we  may  be  allowed 
to  say,  that,  when  the  Representatives  act  with 
open  doors,  and  expose  their  views  and  motives  to 
the  world,  the  people's  rights  are  safe,  the  danger 
lies  in  secret  combinations,  in  compacts  to  divide 


and  distract — in  private  meetings  to  prerent  pub- 
lic meetings. 

It  is  here  that  bargains  may  be  made,  and  man- 
agement and  intrigue  be  practised  with  success. 
I,  sir,  am  proud  in  the  reflection,  that  we  have 
acted  openly  and  above-board.  We  have  onited, 
as  individuals,  to  recommend  a  candidate  to  the 
people.  I  hold  myself  accountable,  for  this  to  no 
member  of  this  Senate^  however  respectable.  For 
this  act,  I  am  responsible  only  to  my  conscience, 
my  country,  and  my  God. 

It  is  a  source  of  consolation  and  confidence, 
that  this  course  has  been  sanctioned  by  constant 
usage,  and  the  approbation  and  support  of  themo^i 
distinguished  patriots  and  statesmen.  And,  in 
what  in«tance  have  the  rights  of  the  people  been 
infringed,  their  liberties  impaired,  or  the  Coostitu- 
tion  violated  ?  Do  you  perceive  it  in  the  prosper- 
ity, happiness,  and  independence,  which  every 
where  surround  you  ? 

Sir,  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  high- 
minded,  independent,  and  intelligent  Repoblicaos. 
They  understand  their  own  rients.  and,  I  trust, 
know  how  to  preserve  them.  If  they  see  cause, 
they  will  disregard,  and  disapprove,  our  recommen- 
dation. When,  in  my  opinion,  I  need  it,  I  will 
consent  to  be  advised,  and  even  catechised,  by  any 
Senator ;  and  by  none  sooner  than  the  honorable 
member  from  New  York.  But,  of  this,  I  must 
take  the  liberty  of  beinp^  my  own  judge.  Upun 
my  individual  conduct,  beyond  these  walls,  I  will 
not  be  compelled  to  submit  to  any  tribunal  otber 
than  those  which  I  have  named.  I  need  not  add« 
I  am  of  age  to  act  for  myself. 

Mr.  LowRiE,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  it  was 
with  a  sensation  of  pain,  that  he  observed  the 
situation  in  which  the  Senate  was,  at  this  mo- 
ment, placed.  Instead  of  considering,  with  calm 
deliberation,  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
submitted  by  the  different  members,  and  especi- 
ally theone  which  had  received  the  sanction  of 
the  committee  of  the  body,  the  Senate  is  involved, 
by  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Air.  King,}  in  the  discussion  of  the  propriety  of 
a  Congressional  caucus.  Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  ihe 
gentleman  has  expressed  himself,  in  stroof;  terms, 
against  this  measure ;  and,  if  he  has  not  alarmed 
others,  he  has  shown  that  he  is  himself  alarmed 
at  the  results  which  are  likely  to  follow.  BuU 
sir,  I  for  one,  will  not  be  forced  into  a  discussion 
of  this  measure,  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  Not- 
withstanding the  great  respect  I  have  for  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  so  improper  do  I  con- 
sider his  remarks,  that,  on  this  point,  I  will  no) 
even  answer  him.  But,  although  I  choose  to  b( 
silent,  I  beg  the  gentleman  to  be  assured  that  it  i 
not  because  I  see  any  thins  new  or  formidable  i1 
his  remarks,  or  any  thing  diflicult  to  ansvirer. 

What  is  the  question,  said  Mr.  L.,  which,  a 
this  time  is,  or  ought  to  be,  before  the  Senate 
A  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  of  the  vart 
ous  amendments  offered  to  the  Constitution  of  tl^ 
United  States.  Five  years  ago,  when  I  first  too 
my  seat  here,  the  gentleman  from  New  Jerse) 
instructed  by  the  State  which  he  represents,  (^ 
fered  an  amendment  embracing  the  district  5yj 
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rem.   Ii  passed  the  Senate  by  the  Constitutional 
majority.    It  passed  then,  and  it  has  passed  since, 
without  the  aid  of  my  vote.    As  a  Representa- 
tiYe  from  a  large  State,  I  never  have  consented 
to  a  system  which  went  to  strike  out  of  existence 
the  lines  of  the  States.    Such  is  the  effect  of  the 
district  system  that,  instead  of  States,  you  are  to 
hare  districts.    Sir,  I  will  not  consent  to  a  sys- 
tem which  would  jitevent  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vaoia  from  speaking,  on  this  question,  with  her 
whole  strength  entire  and  unbroken,  unless  the 
small  States  will  give  an  equivalent.    We  have 
been  told  of  the  advantages  of  the  district  system ; 
and  that  there  are  advantages  in  it  I  admit.    But 
these  advantages,  heretofore,  have  been  asked  for 
by  concessions  from  the  larse  States  only.    The 
qoestioQ  has,  this  session,  tor  the  first  time,  as- 
sumed a  new  form.    A  proposition  in  submitted 
by  which  the  large  and  the  small  States  can  meet 
on  middle  ground.     I  have  been  anxious  to  hear 
ihis  proposition  discussed  by  the  Senate.    My 
wish  has  been  that  the  attention  of  our  constitu- 
ents should  be  drawn  to  it.    Should  a  majority  of 
the  Senate  be  against  it,  there  is  still  remaining 
the  amendment  submitted  by  the  eentieman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hatne.)     With  some  mod- 
ification that  amendment  would  be  my  second 
choice ',  both  are  of  crave  and  solemn  import — 
they  require  at  your  hands  a  full,  a  calm,  and  de- 
liberate discussion.    Why  is  the  motion  for  in- 
definite  postponement  thrown  in  the  way  ?    Be- 
cause, it  is  said,  an  election  of  President  takes 
place  Dext  FaU,  and  there  is  great  excitement  in 
the  country  on  that  question.    Sir,  it  is  admitted 
by  ail,  that  no  amendment  we  can  now  propose 
will  aflect  the  next  election ;  and,  this  bemg  the 
case^what  connexion  can  the  present  question 
bare  with  the  ensuing  election,  more  than  any 
other  subject  presented    for    our  deliberation? 
There  is,  in  r^Iity,  no  sound  reason  why  we 
should  not  proceed.    Nothing  but  the  influence 
of  undue  excitement  could  have  induced  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  to  brin^  the  proprietor  or 
constitutionality  of  a  Congressional  caucus  into 
this  dehate.    No  excitement  showed  itself  within 
these  walls,  until  that  gentleman  indulged  him- 
self in  the  remarks  we  have  just  heani.    The 
perpleied  view  which  the  gentleman  has  given  of 
our  politieal  situation,  is,  in  my  judgment,  no 
reason  why  the  present  question  should  be  arrest- 
ed.   Mr.  L.  said  be  would  vote  against  the  post- 
ponement ;  but,  if  other  gentlemen  thought  the 
a«xt  session  wonld  be  more  favorable  for  a  decis- 
ion of  the  question,  he  would  acquiesce ;  but,  at 
the  aezt  session,  it  no  other  gentleman  brought 
the  subject  forward,  he  would  then  present  it  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  NoBL£,  of  Indiana,  said  this  debate  had 
ce/tainly  assumed  a  very  strange  and  unexpected 
course;  but,  if  the  object  in  giving  it  this  direc- 
uoQ  was  to  affect  the  public  mind,  in  relation  to 
the  caucus  which  had  been  recently  held,  he 
trus^  that  object  would  be  defeated.  He  had 
attended  that  caucus  himself— and  he  certainly 
should  not  ask  wdon  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  &inq,)  or  of  any  other  member 


in  the  Senate,  for  having  done  so.  further  than 
the  rules  of  respect  towards  memoers,  and  the 
decorum  usually  observed  in  the  Senate.  The 
object  of  the  caucus  was  to  produce  union  ;  it  did 
not  infringe  upon  the  free  vote  of  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  nor  of  the  State  to  which  he 
belonged.  He  adverted  to  the  political  operations 
of  the  Government  previous,  and  at  the  day  of, 
JejQTerson's  nomination.  It  was  by  caucus  that 
the  power  then  in  the  hands  of  Federalists  was 
dislodged,  and,  from  his  youthful  days,  he  said 
amen  T  and  so  he*  said  now.  In  New  York,  he 
said,  if  he  had  rightly  been  informed,  some  years 
ago,  upon  a  certain  occasion,  in  electing  a  Sena- 
tor from  that  State  to  the  United  States,  the 
election  was  delayed,  and  an  union  formed  be- 
tween the  Federalists  and  Clintonians,  in  order 
to  suit  certain  individuals,  and  to  answer  indi- 
vidual purposes.  What  was  this  but  a  caucus  ? 
No  one  ever  believed  that  the  people  of  the  great 
State  of  New  York  was  contaminated  by  the 
union  of  those  parties.  But,  he  asked,  what  had 
this  to  do  with  the  propositions  to  amend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  now  under  con- 
sideration ?  It  was  a  departure  from  the  subject, 
and  a  firebrand  thrown  into  the  House.  This 
central  power,  to  which  the  member  from  New 
York  alludes,  and  his  fears  that  the  Constitution 
would  be  destroyed,  he  presumed  was  intended  to 
produce  some  efiect  in  New  York.  He  liked 
consistency  in  gentlemen  who  stepped  forward  to 
protect  the  rights  of  the  people — the  gentleman 
himself  denied  the  other  day  that  the  people  were 
the  constitutional  sovereigns  in  this  Government 
— he  contended  that  the  States  were  the  sover- 
eigns, when  it  was  known  to  all  Republicans  that 
the  people  were  the  source  of  all  power,  and  con- 
stituted the  division  of  all  powers,  whether  ap- 
Slied  to  the  State  Governments  or  the  Federal. 
fr.  N.  said  he  would  not  suffer  himself  to  be  tra- 
duced by  any  member  for  having  ffone  into  cau- 
cus, witnout  defending  himself.  What  was  done 
there,  was  done  openly — it  was  the  mere  expres- 
sion of  private  sentiment— such  a  practice  was  in 
existence,  he  believed,  in  every  State — in  every 
county — and  in  every  township  in  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  all  officers, 
either  of  the  State  or  Federal  Government,  and 
never  considered  as  violating  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  except  by  those  whose  favor- 
ites could  not  prevail,  nor  yet  as  constituting  "  this 
central  power."  On  this  question,  Mr.  N.  said, 
that  he  did  not  expect  to  be  called  upon  to  defend 
the  caucus,  the  doings  of  that  meeting  were  pub- 
lic, they  were  gone  out  to  the  people.  But  pray 
let  the  gentleman  from  New  York  tell  us  what 
has  been  done  on  the  other  side — he  meant  the 
anti-caucus — and  see  whether  their  proceedings 
formed  any  part  of  this  "  central  power,"  so  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Let  him 
say  what  part  of  the  Constitution  gave  this  right. 
Mr.  N.  said  he  did  not  condemn  the  course,  for  it 
was  but  a  caucus  to  know  whether  they  would 
go  into  a  caucus,  this  was  but  private  sentiment, 
and  the  only  difference  between  the  caucus  ana 
anti-caucus  is,  the  former  was  a  private  sentiment 
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expressed  with  preyious  notice;  and  the  latter, 
private  sentiment,  without  notice. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  said  that,  in  the  few 
remarks  he  had  made  to  the  Senate,  he  had  in- 
tended no  disrespect  towards  any  member.  He 
had  thoucht  that,  in  the  present  situation  of  the 
country,  this  was  not  the  proper  time  for  the  con- 
sideration of  amendments  to  the  Constitution. 
The  subject  had  interwoven  itself  into  the  affairs 
of  his  own  State,  in  regard  to  the  Presidenticd 
election.  He  trusted  he  was  not  precluded  from 
expresiiing  his  opinion  on  a  subject  of  great  im- 
portance and  notoriety.  In  considering  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  he  had  thought  it  not 
improper  to  mention  the  exercise  of  a  power 
which  was  not  authorized  by  the  Constitution. 
That  power  was  one,  the  operation  ol  which,  he 
believed,  was  much  to  be  dreaded;  and  surely 
there  was  no  impropriety  in  alluding  to  it.  if 
things  were  doing  in  the  country,  which  were 
thought  improper,  and  which  had  a  bearing  on 
the  subject  under  discussion,  would  the  Senate 
not  be  mfluenced  by  them  ? 

Mr.  FiNDLAT  said  that,  as  this  was  a  most  un- 

Eleasant  discussion,  more  so  than  he  had  ever 
eard  since  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the 
Senate,  he  would  endeavor  to  terminate  it.  He 
moved  an  adjournment.  The  motion  was  car- 
ried, and  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Fbiday,  March  19. 

Mr.  LowRiB  presented  the  memorial  of  W. 
Rawle,  I^resident  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for 
promoting  the  abolition  of  slavery,  praying  that 
|trovision  may  be  made  by  law  for  the  total  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  within  the  District  of  Columbia  ; 
which  was  read,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Barboor, 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LowRiB  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Tilghman,  President  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  American  manufactures,  requesting  that 
such  a  system  may  be  disested  as  will  secure  to 
manufactures  a  portion  of  that  protection  which 
has  been  extended  to  commerce  and  tobacco  plants 
ing.  He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Tobias 
Ruber,  and  others,  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  an  increase  of  the  duties  on 
imports.  The  memorials  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Muiufac- 
tures. 

Mr.  Ware  presented  the  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions, adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Burke 
county,  in  Georgia,  remonstrating  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill  pending  in  Congress  to  increase 
the  duties  on  imports;  which  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  security  of  public 
money  in  the  hands  of  clerks  of  courts,  attorneys, 
and  marshals,  and  their  deputies,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Noah  Smith,  of  Maine, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into 


effect  the  treaty  made  at  Ghent,  the  24th  Decem- 
ber, 1814,  excluding  foreigners  from  trade  and  id- 
tereourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  United 
States,  and  to  preserve  the  fur  trade  within  the 
said  United  States,  to  American  citizens,  and 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Lord  Skinner, 
were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manaftctures, 
on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Evans  and  Thomas 
Coppucfc,  and  the  memorial  of  William  F.  Ches- 
ley,  and  others ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
consideration  of  the  several  resolutions  proposing 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  in  relation  to  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  was  ^^ 
sumed.  Mr.  Lanman  was  called  to  the  chair. 
The  question  was,  ujpon  Mr.  Mills's  motion,  to 
postpone  the  subject  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Hatne,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  his 
only  object  in  calling  up  these  resolutions  was  to 
obtain  some  decision  on  them.     The  Senate  had, 
for  several  months,  had  the  subject  before  them, 
and  it  was  due  no  less  to  the  public  than  to  the 
gentlemen  who  had  submitted  the  propositions, 
that  they  should  now  be  acted  on  dennitivelf. 
Mr.  Haynb  protested  that  he  had  not  anticipated 
the  course  which  the  debate  bad  taken,  and  he 
most  sincerely  regretted  that  certain  topics  bad 
been  introduced  into  the  discussion,  which  irae 
unfortunately  but  too  well  calculated  to  produce  a 

Eainful  excitement.  As  these  topics,  however, 
ad  been  discussed,  it  would  become  his  dut)r,  ifl 
the  course  of  the  observations  he  was  sbout  ui 
make,  to  notice  them.  The  cause  of  truth  de 
manded  that  arguments  calculated  to  influence 
public  opinion,  (though  founifed,  as  he  belierei^ 
m  error,)  should  not  go  forth  to  the  world  unan 
swered.  He  would,  in  the  first  place,  howevei 
make  a  few  remarks  on  the  questions  properlj 
before  the  Senate.  There  are  two  propositions 
said  Mr.  H.  now  under  consideration.  The&t^ 
is,  the  nroposition  reported  by  the  committee  i 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Jers^ 
was  chairman,  which  proposes  so  to  amend  tl 
Constitution  as  to  divide  tne  whole  of  the  VniU 
States  into  districts,  for  the  choice  of  Electors  fl 
President  and  Vice  President,  and  on  the  fallal 
to  make  a  choice  at  the  first  ballot,  that  the  e\fi 
tion  should  devolve  on  the  Senate  and  House 
Representatives  in  joint  ballot.  The  second  pi 
position,  now  under  consideration,  is  the  amej 
ment  submitted  by  the  honorable  gentleman  frl 
Missouri,  which  difiers  from  the  former,  in  | 
posing  to  dispense  entirely  with  HSlectors,  retainj 
nowever,  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  wli 
directs  a  choice  by  the  House  of  Representatii 
(voting  by  States,)  in  the  event  or  a  failure 
the  election  by  the  people.  A  motion  has  ] 
been  made  to  postpone  these  resolutions  ini 
nitelv.  Mr.  H.  confessed  that,  though  he 
decidedly  opposed  to  both  of  them,  yet,  if  he 
any  hope  that  the  Senate  would  act  on  them 
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iog  the  preseot  session,  so  far  as  to  enable  the 
other  gentlemen  'w^ho  had  submitted  propositions, 
to  brine  tbem  forward,  with  anj  prospect  of  a 
favorable  hearing  and  final  decision,  he  would 
vote  against  the  postponement.  He  had  ascer^ 
tained,  however,  that  a  majority  of  the  Senate 
did  act  deem  it  expedient  to  adopt  any  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  during  the  present  session ; 
aDd  opposed,  as  he  always  was,  to  tbe  unnecessary 
eoosomption  of  time  by  a  fruitless  discussion,  he 
should  rote  for  the  indefinite  postponement.  He 
woald  avail  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  say  a 
few  words  in  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  ffen- 
tlemea  on  the  otner  side,  on  the  merits  of  the  first 
proposition — that  reported  by  the  committee.  But, 
before  he  proceeded  to  do  so,  he  would  notice  some 
statemenu  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York,  which  Mr.  H.  conceived  to  beerroneoos. 
That  gentleman  ^Mr.  Van  Bubbji)  had  said,  that 
theresolation  onder  consideration  had  been  agreed 
to  in  committee  unanimousljr.  This,  Mr.  H.  said, 
was  a  mistake.  He  had,  himself,  voted  against 
the  resolution,  and  so  had  the  gentleman  from 
MissourL  The  gentleman  from  New  York  had 
alfo  stated,  in  the  course  of  his  argument,  that 
resolutions  on  this  subject  had  been  often  reported 
by  committees,  and  had  several  times  passed  the 
oenate,and  he  therefore  Infers  that  the  Senate 
most  be  prepared  to  act  upon  them  now.  I  am 
informed,  laid  Mr.  H.,  that  one  of  the  features  of 
the  proposition,  now  before  us,  has  never  before 
been  introduced  into  this  House,  and  assuredly 
has  never  received,  and  he  trusted  never  would 
receire,  its- deliberate  sanction.  He  alluded  to 
that  part  of  the  resolution  which  proposes  to  sub- 
ulate a  vote  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  Senate  and 
Hoose  of  Representatives,  for  the  present  mode  of 
voting  in  the  House  of  Representatives  br  States. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  fallen  into ' 
soother  error,  which  he  would  take  the  liberty  also 
to  correct.  He  had  considered  the  proposed  amend- 
meots  to  the  Constitution,  as  originating  in  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  small  States,  and  he  repre- 
^ts  the  large  States  as  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  CoQstitutioQ  as  it  now  stands,  but  magnani- 
mMsly  disposed  to  yield  to  tbe  wisnes  of  the  small 
States, provided  they  could  obtain  some  reasonable 
eqoiraleQL  This  is  surely,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  a  roost 
mistakeo  view  of  the  subject.  One  of  the  propo- 
atioos,  sabmitted  during  the  present  session,  came 
Iroffl  Che  gentleman  hiiniBelf,  one  of  the  Represen- 
tatiTcs  of  the  great  State  of  New  York,  another 
caoiefrom  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chosetn— 4Uid,  though  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
soofi comes  from  a  small  State,  yet  he  told  us,  that 
whea  he  considered  her  destinies,  he  brought  to 
the  discoasion  of  the  subject  all  the  feelings  of  a 
A^ptfsentative  from  a  large  State.  The  gentle- 
mas  from  New  York,  himself,  tells  us  that  almost 
<very  member  of  the  House  admits  that  there  are 
4e&tts  in  the  Constitution  in  respect  to  the  pro- 
vinos  for  the  election  of  a  Chief  Magistrate,  and 
(hat  we  are  all  willing  to  adopt  some  amendment ; 
he  affiims,  confidently,  that  the  people  in  every 
part  of  the  United  States  are  caUmg  for  such  an 
ameodmeat — ^that  they  are  prepared  for,  and  ex- 


pect it.  These  admissions,  surely,  prove  that  the 
proposed  amendments  have  a  deeper  foundations 
that  any  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  small 
States.  The  truth  is,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  not  one 
of  the  propositions  which  have  been  submitted 
would  add  a  particle  to  the  power  of  the  small 
States,  though  he  believed  that  some  of  them 
would  not  impair  their  strength.  Let  us,  said 
Mr.  H.,  take  higher  eround,  and  be  influence^  by 
more  generous  and  liberal  views  on  this  subject. 
Let  us  look  exclusivel V  to  the  great  interests  of  the 
nation.  Let  us  consider  these  propositions  in  their 
true  character,  as  coming  indiscriminately  from 
large  and  small  States,  and  bavins  no  other  object 
than  the  welfare  of  the  whole.  Mr.  H.  said,  he 
was  willing  to  admit  that  the  spirit  of  harmony 
and  mutual  concession  could  alone  lead  to  any 
desirable  results  on  this  subject.  It  was  in  that 
spirit  that  the  Constitution  had  been  fram^,  and 
by  that  alone  could  its  harmonious  opera  An  be 
secured.  He  should  certainly  be  one  of  the  last  to 
contend  that  the  great  principle  of  compromise, 
on  which  the  Constitution  was  founded,  and  on 
which  the  dearest  rights,  perhaps  the  eiistence, 
of  the  small  States,  depended,  should  ever  be  for- 
gotten or  disregarded.  He  contended  only  against 
jealousies  and  struggles  for  political  power.  Hav- 
ing thus  presented  the  question  in  what  be  believed 
to  be  its  true  light,  Mr.  H.  said  he  would  proceed 
to  consider  the  resolution  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee. On  that  part  of  it  which  proposes  to  divide 
the  United  States  into  districts  for  the  choice  of 
Electors^  he  would  make  but  a  single  remark,  as 
be  certamly  did  not  intend  on  the  present  motion 
to  eater  into  a  full  discussion  of  the  subject.  The 
remark  he  would  make,  was,  that  whatever  might 
be  the  advantages  of  the  district  sj^stem,  (and  he 
admitted  them  to  be  very  great,)  it  certainly  les- 
sened the  chances  of  effecting  a  choice,  and  indeed 
would,  in  most  cases,  lead  to  a  failure  of  the  elec- 
tion. It  surely,  said  Mr.  H.,  can  require  no  argu- 
ment to  prove  that  the  United  States^  divided  into 
two  parts,  each  expressing  but  one  opinion,  will  be 
less  liable  to  a  division  of  sentiments  than  when 
divided  into  two  hundred  and  sixty  such  parts. 
When  a  State  acts  as  a  State,  whether  the  vote 
be  given  by  tbe  Legislature  or  by  general  ticket, 
there  can  exist  but  one  opinion — the  voice  of  the 
State;  but  the  same  State,  divided  into  districts, 
may  have  as  many  opinions  as  there  are  districts* 
The  merit  of  the  district  system,  then,  depends  on 
the  provision  by  which  it  may  be  accompanied^  as 
to  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  the  event  of  the  fail- 
ure of  the  election  at  the  first  ballot  He  was  con- 
vinced that  this  failure  would  take  place  under 
the  district  system  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  and, 
therefore,  if  it  were  proposed  on  such  failure  to 
throw  the  election  into  the  Hoose  of  Representa- 
tive or  into  Congress,  the  substance  of  the  prop- 
osition would  be  to  provide  for  the  election  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  by  Congress,  and  not  by  the 
people.  If,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  district  system  was 
accompanied  by  a  provision,  that,  on  the  failure  of 
the  election  at  the  first  ballot,  it  should  be  sent 
back  to  the  Electors  to  choose  the  President  from 
the  two  highest  candidates,  then  the  system  would 
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be  complete,  an  election  of  the  people  would  be 
secured,  and  the  necessity  of  any  interference  on 
the  part  of  Congress  would  be  taken  away.  A 
second  ballot  by  the  Electors  was  the  .principle, 
said  Mr.  H.,  on  which  his  proposition  was  found- 
ed. It  could  be  ingrafted  on  the  district  system, 
or  on  any  other  which  did  not  dispense  with  Elec- 
tors. The  details  of  such  a  system,  he  was  satis- 
fied, could  be  easily  arranged,  and  he  hoped,  at 
some  future  day,  to  see  it  adopted. 

But  what,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  the  substance  of  the 
proposition  now  before  us?  What  will  be  its 
practical  effect?  The  people  are  to  pass  through 
the  form  of  Toting  for  a  President,  in  their  respec- 
tive districts,  but  if  no  candidate  has  a  majority, 
([and  no  one  will  ever  hare  a  majority,  except  it  be 
in  a  very  extraordinary  case,)  then  the  election  is 
to  go  into  Congress — ^both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture ^ting  by  polls,  and  not  by  States.  I  con- 
aidei^aid  Mr.  H.,  the  whole  resolution  to  contain, 
substantially,  nothing  more  than  a  proposition  to 
change  the  voting  in  Congress  by  States  to  a 
joint  ballot,  with  tne  further  evil  of  carrying  the 
election,  in  almost  every  instance,  into  Congress. 
It  results,  then,  in  a  proposition  to  elect  the  Presi- 
dent hereafter  by  the  National  Legislature.  Now, 
sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  consider  such  a  system  as  preg- 
nant with  dreadful  evils.  It  is  true,  that  it  was 
proposed  in  the  Convention,  but  mature  delibera- 
tion led  to  its  abandonment ;  and  when  we  look 
into  the  great  commentary  on  the  Constitution, 
(the  Federalist,)  we  find  the  weighty  reasons  stated 
which  induced  the  Convention  to  prefer  a  choice 
by  Electors,  to  one  by  Congress. 

Can  it  be  necessary,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  point  out 
the  evils  of  choosing  a  President  by  the  National 
Legislature?  He  would  state  some  of  them.  The 
occasion  and  the  nature  of  the  question  now  be- 
fore the  Senate,  would  not  permit  him  to  enlarge. 
The  first  objection  to  the  election  of  a  President 
by  the  National  Leg[islature.  is  found  in  its  con- 
necting the  Executive  with  the  Legislative  de- 
partment of  the  Government.  It  is  the  theory  of 
our  Government,  that  the  several  departments 
should  be  kept,  as  far  as  possible,  separate  and  dis- 
tinct. If  the  Legislature  shall  be  authorized  to 
choose  the  Executive,  is  it  not  obvious  that  they 
will  be  rendered  mutually  dependent  on  each  other? 
Either  the  Executive  will  be  rendered  the  humble 
tool — ^the  obedient  servant  of  the  Legislature — or, 
what  is  most  to  be  apprehended,  the  Legislature 
will  become  subservient  to  the  views  of  the  Exe- 
cutive. Judging  from  the  experience  of  the  world, 
I  should  say,  that  a  President  of  the  United  States, 
uniformly  chosen  by  the  National  Legislature, 
would  acquire  a  most  dangerous  influence  over 
all  their  deliberations.  With  an  immense  patron- 
age in  his  hands,  a  President  might  be  aole,  by 
feeding  the  hopes  of  greedy  expectants,  to  secure 
his  constant  re-election.  He  would  have  the  means 
of  doin^  so,  and  to  insure  his  election  would  be 
the  motive  to  exert  them.  An  ambitious  aspirant 
for  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  this  great  Republic, 
might  have  in  his  power,  by  management  and  in- 
trigue, not  only  to  secure  his  election,  but  to  mould 
the  Legislature  to  his  will.   With  so  great  a  prize 


at  stake,  no  exertions  would  be  wanting  to  secure 
it.     Promises,  threats,  intrigue,  and  corroptioo, 
would  exhaust  their  resources,  to  inOuence  and 
control  the  Electoral  college.    But  the  higher,  as 
well  as  the  baser  motives  of  human  action,  would 
be  enlisted  in  the  service.    Party  spirit,  persoual 
and  political  attachment<t,  would  combine  to  in- 
fluence the  decision  of  the  National  Legislature 
in  the  choice  of  a  Chief  Magistrate.    Men,  who 
would  rise  superior  to  naked  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion, would  be  hurried  on  by  their  passions,  and 
even  by  honorable  ambition,  to  second  the  views 
of  their  favorites.     At  present  Congress  is  con- 
sidered as  a  body  who  may  (in  an  event  notlikeW 
to  happen)  be  called  upon  to  elect  the  President. 
But  II  that  election  was  always  to  be  made  k 
Congress — if  ambitious  men  were  taught  to  loot 
to  that  body,  and  not  to  the  people,  for  promotion 
— ^who  can  be  so  blind  as  not  to  perceive  that  the 
Hall  of  Congress  would  become  the  arena,  where 
we  would  witness  the  most  violent  and  convulsive 
struggles  for  power?  The  very  nature  of  the  eon- 
test  would  have  a  tendency  to  give  to  it  pecoliar 
energy  and  bitterness.     Such  is  the  character  of 
man,  that  he  is  always  as  much,  if  not  more,  d^ 
voted  to  men  than  to  principles.      As  much  as 
we  are  accustomed  to  boast  of  our  exclusive  at- 
tachment to  the  latter,  principles  and  men  can- 
not be  separated.     It  is  imbo<lied  wisdom  that 
we  admire.     It  is  "virtue  confessed  in  human 
shape,"  that  w6  love.    It  is  principle  speaking 
in  the  life  and  actions  of  men,  that  comes  home 
to  the  '^  bosoms  and  business"  of  us  all.    It  was 
this  view  of  the  subject^  the  apprehcbsion  of  the 
dreadful  excitement  which  woald  always  prevail 
in  electing:  a  President  to  Congress — the  intrigue 
it  would  introduce — the  corruption  to  which  it 
would  give  birth — ^the  convulsive  struggles  for 
power  —  the  destructive  influence  to  which  it| 
would  subject  the  Lesislature  of  the  country-^ 
which  induced  our  fathers  to  lodge  the  power  ol 
electing  a  President  in  the  hands  of  the  people^ 
They  act,  it  is  true,  by  their  delegates,  but  the 
Electors  must  be  chosen  a^very^  short  time  before 
the  day  of  election,  and  having  performed  thj 
sinffle  act  confided  to  them,  they  return  immedii 
ately  to  the  body  of  the  people — ^thus  avoiding  a] 
the  dangers  which  might  arise  from  the  employ 
ment  of  a  pre-existing  body  of  men,  for  the  sami 
purpose.    Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  cannot  contemplati 
without  anxiety  and  alarm,  the  adoption  of  i 
principle  in  our  Constitution,  'which  must,  il 
practice,  almost  invariably  give  the  choice  of  tl 
President  to  Congress.    I  cannot  but  foresee  tht 
on  ail  future  occasions  that  great  transaction 
destined  to  convulse  the  country.     We  have  t\| 
day  before  our  eyes  a  solemn  warning  of  the  fai 
When,  at  future  periods,  the  number  of  cad 
dates  shall  be  multiplied — when  parties  shall 
formed  in  every  part  of  this  great  empire,  eai 
anxious  for  the  triumph  and  zealoua  in  the  s^ 
port  of  their  favorite — when  the  worst  passions 
the  humaiv  heart  shall  be  roused   into  actiot 
when  our  affections  shall  be  estranged  from  < 
friends,  and  our  hearts  embittered  against  ea 
other — ^when  the  whole  interval  between  the  < 
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fereot  elections  shall  be  employed  in  dreadful 
''note  of  preparation"  for  the  ensuing  contest — 
can  Congress  (if  they  are  to  elect)  be  free  from  the 
contagioQ?  VlTill  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, amidst  the  tumult  of  the  political 
eleffleots^sic,  like  a  Halcyon,  on  the  wares,  undis- 
turbed spectators  of  surrounding  horrors?  It  is 
greatljr  to  be  feared,  sir,  that  ttieir  more  appropri- 
ate emUem,  on  such  an  occasion,  will  oe,  that 
dreadful  whirlpool  of  the  North,  which  draws 
iato  its  fatal  vortex  every  thins  which  falls  with- 
in the  influence  of  the  eddies  by  which  it  is  sur- 
rounded. 

1  come  now,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  that  unpleasant 
topic  which  has  been  unhappily  introduced  into 
the  discussion.  I  mean  a  Congressional  Caucus. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Ki.NG,)  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  in  favpr  of  an 
mdefinite  postponement  of  the  resolutions,  took 
occasion  to  mention,  incidentally,  a  "central 
pover,^  which  had  grown  up  at  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  which  was  destined,  hereafter,  to 
control  the  election  of  a  President.  The  gentle- 
men on  ihe  other  side  have  thought  proper,  in  re- 
plf,  to  enter  into  a  vindication  of  a  (Congressional 
Caucus  for  the  nomination  of  a  President.  If 
their  arguments  could  be  confined  to  this  hall, 
and  were  not  calculated  to  have  an  influence  on 
puUic  opinion,  I  would  not,  perhaps,  find  myself 
called  upon  to  notice  them.  But,  believing  that 
the  subject  is  one  of  vast  importance,  that  it 
touches  the  vital  interests  of  the  country^  and 
may,  in  its  remote  consequences,  endanger  liberty 
itself.  I  find  myself  constrained  to  attempt  an  an- 
swer lo  the  particular  arguments  which  have  been 
uiged.  I  shall  confine  myself  strictly  to  a  defen- 
sive warfare — and  shall  enter  no  further  into  the 
discussion  of  the  subject  than  may  be  necessary  to 
f^ply  to  the  arguments  which  have  been  urged  on 
this  floor. 

It  is  contended  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jer^T,  (Mr.  Dickekson,)  and  the  same  argu- 
Eoent  has  been  urged  by  all  the  gentlemen  who 
^^e  spoken  on  the  subject,  that  a  Congressional 
caucus  for  the  nomination  of  a  President,  is  not 
iiib|etoaQy  of  the  objections  which  may  be  urged 
agaiost  the  election  of  a  President  by  Congress, 
wcausethe  Senators  and  Representatives,  in  at- 
t^od/n^  a  caucus,  act  only  in  their  private  capa- 
cities. This  appears  to  me,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  be  a 
•illacy  so  obvious,  that  he  was  at  a  loss  to  con- 
^^e  how  any  one  could  be  deceived  by  it.  Sir, 
it^ty  or  sixty  private  individuals  should  meet  in 
tu»  city  and  nominate  a  President,  what  effect 
woald  be  produced  by  it  1  Would  it  be  an  event 
wied  to  with  anxiety  from  every  part  of  the 
couniry?  Would  it  divide  the  nation  into  par- 
1'^;  Of  challenge  the  praise  or  the  censure  of  every 
ireeman  in  the  land?  No,  sir ;  it  is  because  the 
K^nilemen  who  compose  such  a  meeting  are  mem- 
^  of  Congress — ^it  is  the  authority  with  which 
|h«y  are  clothed,  that  gives  influence  and  eflect 
fo  iheirproceedinffs.  But  for  this,  no  such  meet- 
jng  would  be  held.  They  meet  in  their  charac- 
ter  of  menbers  of  Congress,  or  they  would  not 
meet  at  all.    It  is  true,  they  do  not  meet  to  per- 


form a  Legislative  duty,  and  the  very  objection 
I  to  the  proceeding  is,  tnat  they  step  oeyond  the 
'  line  of  their  peculiar  and  appropriate  duties,  and 
I  use  the  influence  attached  to  their  offices  for  the 
promotion  of  an  object  not  within  their  Congress- 
ional powers,  and  with  which  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  forbids  ihem  to  interfere.    To  show, 
conclusively,  that  it  is  the  influence  attached  to 
the  office  of  a  member  of  Congress  which  is  the 
foundation  of  a  Congressional  caucus,  and  that  it 
is  expressly  in  their  character  of  members  of  Con- 
gress that  gentlemen  attend  such  a  meeting,  Mr. 
B.  adverted  to  the  fact  that  none  other  are  invited 
or  suffered  to  attend.    If  gentlemen  acted  otily  in 
their  private  capacities,  every  American  citizen — 
certainly  every  inhabitant  of  this  District,  would 
be  at  liberty  to  unite  with  them.    Look,  too.  at  the 
forms  of  proceeding  in  such  cases ;  the  Hall  of 
Legislation  is  appropriated  to  their  use;  the  Speak- 
er's chair  is  occupied  by  the  Chairman ;  the  offi- 
cers of  the  House  are  stationed  at  the  door  to  pre- 
vent the  entrance  of  any  members  of  Congress, 
who  are  called  up  by  States  to  give  their  suffrages. 
After  this,  tell  us  not  that  gentlemen  act  in  their 
private  capacities,  and  that,  as  members  of  Con- 
cress,  they  have  no  concern  in  the  transaction ! 
Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  deny  that  a  man  can  put  off* 
and  put  on,  at  pleasure,  the  official  garb  with 
which  he  is  clothed.    A  man  clothed  with  Exe- 
cutive authority  cannot,  as  a  private  citizen,  per- 
form Legislative  duties ;  neither  can  a  member  of 
Congress  put  off*  his  character,  and,  as  a  private 
citizen,  interfere  with  matters  which  the  Consti- 
tution has  wisely  prohibited  him  from  meddling 
with.    I  have  heard,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  of  a  priest, 
who,  walking  to  church  in  his  robes  of  office,  re- 
ceived an  insult ;  he  threw  off*  his  gown,  exclaim- 
ing, "  Lie  there,  divinityj  until  I  punish  that  ras- 
cal ;"  and  having,  in  his  private  capacity,  inflicted 
the  chastisement,  he  resumed  the  bharacter  of  a 
clergyman,  and  proceeded  to  preach  up  "  char- 
ity, and  forgiveness  of  injuries,  love  to  Grod,  and 
flood  will  towards  man."    If  there  be,  said  Mr. 
H.,  any  sound  distinction,  any  safe  rule  by  which 
the  private  and  public  acts  of  an  individual  can 
be  ascertained,  it   must  be  this — ^that  matters, 
altogether  of  a  private  nature  belong  to  the  one, 
while  matters  of  a  public  nature  belong  to  the 
other.    Bring  a  Congressional  caucus  to  this  test. 
The  choice  of  a  President  is  a  public  matter;  it 
is  a  business  provided  for  by  the  Constitution ; 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  done  is  pre- 
scribed ;  the  members  ot  Congress  are  prohibited 
from  being  Electors,  and  the  Senators  can,  in  no 
possible  event,  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it.    It 
cannot  be  possible,  therefore,  for  members  of  Con- 
gress, as  such,  to  meddle  witn  it.    Not  being  a  pri- 
vate matter,  if  they  act  on  it  at  all  collectively,  as  a 
body,  and  by  virtue  of  their  office,  it  cannot  be  said 
that  they  act  in  their  private  capacities.  I  will  pro- 
ceed, said  Mr.  H.,  to  give  one  or  two  ilustrations  of 
this  subject,  which  I  think  will  remove  any  doubts 
which  may  still  rest  upon  it.    Suppose  the  Presi- 
dent and  Heads  of  Departments  were  to  meet 
together  in  their  private  capacities,  were  to  nomi- 
nate their  successors,  and  were  to  proclaim  such 
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a  nomination  to  the  American  people.  The 
country  would  ring  with  denunciations  of  the  act, 
the  charges  of  usurpation,  tyranny,  and  corrup- 
tion, would  rise  up  in  every  corner  of  the  land, 
and  they  would  meet  the  just  vengeance  of  an  in- 
jured people!  And  yet,  have  not  the  President 
and  Heads  of  Departments  as  much  a  right  to  act, 
and  to  speak,  in  their  private  capacities,  as  any 
other  members  of  the  Government?  They  are 
no  more  prohibited  from  nominating  a  President 
than  are  the  members  of  Congress;  and  more 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  th^  influence  of 
the  latter  than  the  former.  Suppose  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  were  to  step  from  the  bench, 
put  off  their  robes,  and,  after  public  notice,  were 
to  proceed,  in  tbeir  private  capacities,  to  nominate 
a  rresident,  and  publish  that  nomination  to  the 
world!  How  would  such  a  proceeding  be  rel- 
ished? And  yet,  the  Executive  and  Judiciary 
have  certainly  an  equal  ri^bt  with  the  Legislature 
to  proceed  to  such  a  nommation,  in  their  private 
capacities.  Again,  suppose  the  Governors  of  the 
several  States  were  to  consult  and  vote  on  the 
subject,  and  announce  the  result  to  the  world,  in 
order  to  produce  union  among  the  people.  What 
would  we  think  of  such  a  proceeding  ?  But,  I 
will  put,  said  Mr.  H.,  a  still  stronger  case — one 
perfectly  analogous  to  that  under  consideration. 
Suppose  a  jury  appointed  to  try  a  cause,  civil  or 
criminal.  The  law  prescribes  the  place,  the  time, 
the  mode  and  manner,  in  which  the  question  is  to 
be  officially  investigated,  and  decided.  But  these 
jurors  think  proper  to  meet  together,  previous  to 
the  trial,  in  their  private  capacities,  to  investigate 
the  merits  of  the  case ;  they  come  to  a  decision 
and  publish  the  result !  Would  it  be  any  excuse 
for  such  a  proceeding  to  allege,  that  they  did  not 
act  as  jurors,  but  in  their  private  capacities  ?  And 
with  what  color  of  reason  could  such  an  excuse 
be  made,  if  it  were  shown  that  they  were  sum- 
moned to  the  meeting  as  juron  to  nomine^  that 
none  other  were  admitted,  that  they  appointed  a 
foreman,  passed  through  all  the  forms  of  a  trial, 
and  in  the  name  and  character  of  jurors,  pro- 
claimed the  result.  Now,  said  Mr.  H.,  there  is  a 
more  striking  analogy  between  that  case  and  the 
proceeding  now  under  consideration,  than  gentle- 
men will  be  disposed  to  admit.  The  House  of 
Representatives  may,  in  one  event,  be  called  up- 
on to  choose  the  President.  The  Constitution  has 
prescribed  the  time  and  place,  and  all  the  formal- 
ities of  that  proceeding;  but,  before  the  occasion 
occurs,  the  members  of  that  House  meet  together 
in  their  private  capacities,  and  examine  the  claims 
of  the  candidates,  and  without  the  light  which 
further  time  and  a  more  deliberate  examination 
might  afford,  to  make  a  choice,  and  publish  the 
result.  It  is  true,  that  the  proceeding,  in  both 
cases,  is  without  legal  authority,  and  is  not  bind- 
ing, but  it  is  calculated  to  produce  a  dangerous 
influence,  and  is,  therefore,  wholly  indefensible. 
To  illustrate  the  truth  that  legislators  cannot,  con- 
sistently with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  act 
in  their  private  capacities  on  matters  which  may 
come  before  them  officially,  it  may  be  askecl, 
whether  it  would  be  justifiable  for  a  majority  of 


this  Senate,  as  a  party,  to  meet  together  habit- 
ually, in  their  private  capacities,  and  determine, 
by  a  majority,  what  measures  they  should,  as  a 
body,  support  or  oppose  ?  By  sucn  an  arrange- 
ment! all  the  guards  by  which  pure  and  enlight' 
ened  legislation  is  secured  would  Dedestroyed,anda 
small  minority  mi^ht  sway  the  Senate.   A  Con- 

fressional  caucus  is  open  to  the  same  objection. 
confess,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  have  serious  fears  that, 
should  the  caucus  system  be  firmly  established  in 
this  country,  it  will  eventually  lead  to  the  total 
destruction  of  the  rights  of  the  small  States,  and 
that  the  clause  in  the  Constitution,  which  secuies 
their  just  weight  in  the  choice  of  a  President,  will 
be  virtually  repealed.    Once  recognise  the  distinc- 
tion between  a  man's  public  and  private  capacity, 
in  relation  to  public  matters,  and  what  is  to  r^ 
strain  a  few  of  the  large  States  from  appointing 
delegates,  or  instructing  their  members  of  Con- 
gress to  meet  in  caucus,  and  determine,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  votes,  how  these' States  shall  act,  and 
whom  thej  shall  support  ?    I  shall  add  nothing 
further,  said  Mr.  H.,  in  answer  to  the  honorable 
gentlemen,  on  this  point. 

The  next  argument  urged,  is,  that  a  Congres- 
sional caucus  IS  free  from  objection,  because  it 
does  not  profess  to  elect,  but  only  to  nominate  a 
President.  Now,  I  would  ask  whether  the  design 
of  this  nomination  is  not  to  procure  the  election 
of  some  individual  who  would  not  be  elected  with- 
out it?  If  such  be  not  the  object,  and  if  such 
were  not  the  results  hoped  for,  no  nomination 
would  be  made ;  no  caucus  would  be  held.  Bat, 
if  a  nomination  is  to  have  the  effect  of  promoting 
a  man  to  the  Presidency  who  would  not  other- 
wise be  promoted,  it  virtually  amounts  to  an  elec- 
tion ,*  and  is  it  any  answer  to  this  argument  to 
say,  that  it  is  produced  altogether  by  the  author- 
ity and  influence  gf  members  of  Congress  ?  Or, 
is  not  that  the  most  objectionable  means  by  which 
an  election  can  be  enected  ?  But,  sir,  said  Mr^ 
H.,  let  us  bring  this  question  to  the  test  of  prin^ 
ciple,  and  see  if  the  practice  I  am  controverting 
will  not  directly  deprive  the  people  of  the  right  o1 
choosing  amon^  tne  several  candidates  for  tbj 
Presidencv  ?  II  a  Congressional  caucus  be  righj 
in  principle,  as  the  sentlemen  allege,  it  followj 
that  the  friends  of  all  the  candidates  ought  to  a^ 
tend,  and  that,  the  strength  of  each  being  ascel 
tained,  the  strongest  should  be  supported  by  al| 
and  the  others  should  be  withdrawn.  Thus,  th| 
people  will  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  chooslnj 
and  must,  of  necessity,  take  the  man  recommend^ 
to  them.  Take  the  case  of  two  candidates  onl 
and  such  a  case  has  occurred.  A  caucus  decid 
between  them,  the  other  is  bound  to  withdra^ 
he  can,  on  principle,  no  longer  be  a  candidat 
his  friends  cannot  support  him ;  and,  though  niq 
tenths  of  the  people  should  prefer  him,  he  cannj 
as  a  man  of  principle,  even  consent  to  serve.  Ta| 
another  case.  Suppose  there  should  be  five  c^ 
didates — ^the  five  most  prominent  and  popu] 
men  in  the  country.  Apply  the  caucus  priociij 
and  it  results  in  presenting  but  one  candidate 
the  people,  and  they  must  take  him,  or  look  \ 
at  the  eleventh  hour  for  a  new  many  which,  udi 
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sQch  circttmstances,  would  be  impossible.    The 
prmcipie  of  a  CoDgressional  caucus,   therefore, 
^ds  ineTitably,  and  of  necessity,  to  the  destruc- 
'  tion  of  ibe  ri^bt  of  the  people  to  elect  the  Presi- 
dent, and  if  it  does  not,  in  practice,  produce  that 
result,  it  is  only  because  so  many  of  us  are  such 
political  heretics  as  to  refuse  to  recognise  it;  and 
because  the  se?eral  candidates  and  their  friends 
will  not  eoosent  to  abide  by  it.   But,  let  theprin- 
ciple$  of  the  gentleman  prevail,  and  the  Presi- 
dent will,  hereafter,  be  virtually  elected  by  a  cau- 
cus ID  Washington,  and  not  by  the  people.   Now, 
said  Mr.  H.,  there  is  not  an  objection  which  ap- 
plies lo  the  election  of  a  President  by  the  National 
Lefisiatore,  which   does  not  apply  much  more 
strongly  to  a  virtual  election  bv  a  Concessional 
caocos.  Does  the  former  disturo  legislation,  ting- 
ing eTery  Iq^islative  act  with  party  views  and 
feeliogs,  so,  in  a  greater  degree,  does  the  latter. 
The  letter  aqd  spirit  of  the  Constitution  is  opposed 
to  erery  species  of  interference,  by  the  members  of 
Congress,  in  the  election  of  a  President,<^except  in 
the  particular  case  of  a  failure  by  the  people  to 
elect.   Then,  and  not  till  then,  are  Conspress  per- 
mitted to  interfere  ;  and  the  mode  in  which  they 
are  theo  to  proceed  is  minutely  prescribed.    The 
House  of  Representatives  onlv  are  to  have  any 
coQcero  io  the  transaction,  and  they  must  vote  by 
States.   Th^  are  not  permitted  to  elect  any  can- 
didate according  to  their  own  views,  feelings,  or 
opioioos,  but  they  are  compelled  to  choose  one  of 
tbree  candidates  previously  elected  and  presented 
to  them  by  the  people.    But  a  Congressional  cau- 
eus  is  composed  of  Senators,  as  well  as  members 
of  tlie  House  of  Representatives,  the  former  of 
whom  are  wisely  excluded,  by  the  Constitution, 
from  Totini|r  on  such  a  subject,  because  the  tenure 
of  their  office  renders  them  peculiarly  liable  to 
loduence.    They  proceed  to  nominate  the  Presi- 
dm  before  the  people  have  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
uofi ;  tbey  choose  not  from  the  candidates  pre- 
sented to  them  by  the  people,  but  according  to  their 
^wn  pleasure,  and  are  influenced  by  personal  pref- 
erences ;  and,  lastly,  they  make  such  a  nomina- 
tiou,  not  in  the  extraordinary  case  (which  may 
not  occur  once  in  a  century)  provided  for  in  the 
Coostimtton,  but  at  every  election — once  in  every 
four  years.   Now,  when  to  ail  this  we  add  that, 
&pm  the  rery  nature  of  things,  a  caucus  never 
^11  be  composed  of  more  than  a  portion  of  the 
c^^nbers  of  Congress,  so  that  the  vote  of  an  indi- 
^iioal  will  be  of  such  consequence  as  to  justify 
tb^ntraordinary  efforts  to  obtain  it;  when  it  is 
recolleeted  that  a  caucus  nomination,  every  four 
years,  will  keep  the  matter  constantly  before  Con- 
ffrea,  can  any  man,  who  reflects  on  the  subject, 
t'^'d  to  see  that  the  triumph  and  final  establish- 
ffleat  of  the  caucus  system  in  Congress,  must  not 
^y  ^peraede  and  control  the  Constitution,  but 
uirolres  the  introduction,  into  the  Hails  of  Con- 
pc^S  of  excitement^  party  feeling,  management, 
1^4,  fiaally,  of  intnfue  and  corruption ;  at  the 
bare  eaaicmplation  of  which  the  heart  of  the  pat- 
riot nuBt  ocken,  and  his  anticipations  of  future 
p>rj  be  ooftTerted  into  the  most  gloomy  fore- 
Bodiogs. 

I8th  CoH.  1st  Ses8^-13 


Gentlemen  tell  us  that  a  caucus  is  necessary  to 
promote  union.  Should  such  a  measure  ever  pro- 
mote union,  it  can  only  be  by  controlling  the  will 
and  stifling  the  voice  of  the  people.  But  it  seems 
to  me,  said  Mr.  H.,  that,  so  far  from  promoting 
harmony  and  union,  a  caucus  is  calculated  to 
sow  the  s^eds  of  dissension,  and  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  union.  To  all  the  difficulties  of 
selecting  among  men,  is  superadded  the  hostil- 
ity created  by  the  aeitation  of  the  caucus  ques- 
tion. The  deffree  of  support  to  be  yielded,  or  of 
opposition  to  be  offered,  to  such  a  nomination, 
will  always  be  a  fruitful  source  of  endless  contests 
and  animosities. 

As  a  party  measure,  a  caucus  may,  in  some 
instances,  tend  to  promote  union.  In  such  a  case, 
two  candidates  at  least  would  be  presented  to  the 
people,  for  their  choice.  But,  where  all  the  can- 
didates are  of  the  same  party,  the  only  effect  of  a 
caucus  must  be  to  elevate  a  favorite  individual, 
by  putting  all  the  other  candidates  out  of  the  way, 
and  thus  to  take  the  choice  from  the  people,  or 
from  the  States.  If  a  caucus  is  to  be  resorted  to 
at  every  Presidential  election,  and  Congress  is,  by  a 
prelimmary  vote,  in  joint  ballot,  to  determine  who 
IS  to  be  supported  as  President,  it  is  manifest  that 
the  effect  will  be,  to  bring  the  election  practically 
into  Congress  voting  by  i)olls  and  not  by  States; 
and  thus  the  wise  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
will  be  repealed,  without  the  least  regard  to  the 
forms  prescribed  by  that  instrument.  Gentlemen 
will  surely  not  venture  to  affirm  that  union  will 
be  promoted  by  such  means. 

Much  more  might  be  said  on  this  subject,  said 
Mr.  H.,  but  he  had  not  only  confined  himself  to 
the  general  question,  but  had  merely  attempted  to 
reply  to  the  arguments  urged  on  the  other  side. 
Or  the  particular  character  of  the  late  meeting  in 
Washington,  he  had  said  nothing,  and  alluded  to 
it  now  only  to  disclaim  any  intention  to  wound 
the  feelings  or  impeach  the  motives  of  any  of  the 
gentlemen  connected  with  it.  He  entertained  for 
them,  collectively,  much  respect,  and  cherished 
for  several  of  them,  individually,  sentiments  of 
great  esteem. 

[In  the  course  of  Mr.  H.'s  remarks,  he  was  in- 
terrupted by  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  who  rose  to 
a  point  of  order.  Mr.  K.  stated  that  he  was  not 
in  health  to  attend  the  Senate  yesterday ;  and  he 
did  not  know,  precisely,  the  course  which  the  dis- 
cussion had  then  taken.  But  he  considered  the 
present  topic  as  having  no  relation  to  the  subject 
before  the  Senate ;  and,  consequently,  the  intro- 
duction of  it  as  being  a  violation  of  the  rules  of 
this  body.  He  therefore  called  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  to  order. 

The  Chair  observed,  that  a  wide  range  had 
been  allowed  in  the  discussion  of  this  subject  yes- 
terday ;  and  while  it  entertained  the  hope  that 
that  discussion  would  not  be  extended,  was,  at  the 
same  time,  of  opinion,  that  members  had  a  ri|^ht 
to  be  heard,  in  answer  to  any  arguments  which 
had  been  brought  forward  yesterdav.  The  mem- 
ber from  South  Carolina  was  declared  to  be  in 
order.] 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  Virginia,  considered  this  debate 
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as  entirely  oat  of  order,  and  foreign  to  the  subject 
before  the  Senate.  Theqae^ion  has  been  dis- 
cussed, as  it  were  a  contest  for  power,  between 
the  large  and  the  small  States — as  if  each  was 
endeavoring  to  effect  the  purposes  of  its  own  am- 
bition— as  if  these  amendments  were  so  many  ne- 
farious designs  to  satisfy  the  ambition  and  avarice 
of  the  one  or  the  other.  If  it  be  tme,  that  the 
question  is  not,  whether  one  State  is  to  pilfer  from 
&e  other,  the  great  from  the  small,  or  the  small 
from  the  great,  still,  he  asked,  what  prospect  there 
was  of  adopting  any  thin  j^  that  is  salutary  under 
circumstances  attended  with  so  much  exasperation. 
Mr.  T.  said,  he  had  seconded  the  motion  of  the 
centleman  from  Massachusetts  for  postponement — 
both  of  us  have  bantlings  of  our  own  upon  the  ta- 
ble ;  but  we  are  willing  to  part  with  them  to  give 
time  for  mature  consideration.  Mr.  T.said  he  would 
take  these  different  propositions  home  with  him 
•nd  study  them  carefully.  The  true  question  is, 
whether  we  will  have  a  confederated,  or  a  consol- 
idated Qovernment.  Some  are  in  tavor  of  one, 
and  some  of  the  other.  The  inquiry  ought  to  be, 
how  far  these  amendments  will  go  to  cure  the 
evils  of  the  Constitution,  or  to  introduce  others 
into  it.  He  meant  only  to  show  the  propriety  of 
postponing  this  subject,  until  it  should  be  thor- 
oughly considered.  If  the  gentlemen  will  advert 
to  the  nature  of  our  Government,  thev  will  see 
enough  for  observation.  It  is  said  to  be  a  great 
machine;  and  we  *are  told  that  the  people  are 
a  safeguard  against  any  disarrangement  in  it. 
When  have  they  proved  so?  Were  the  people 
able  to  preserve  their  liberty,  in  the  time  of  the 
French  Convention  ?  Other  gentlemen  will  tell 
you,  that  the  people  are  their  own  worst  enemies. 
Perhaps,  neither  of  these  are  perfectly  correct. 
One  of  the  Grods  of  ancient  times,  has  told  us, 


"  In  medio  totissimns  ibis. 


»» 


There  should  be  an  intermediate  controlling 
power.  The  great  question  to  i>e  considered  is. 
whether  any  amendment  of  the  Constitution  will 
obviate  the  objections  alleged  against  it.  We 
must  not  place  too  much  reliance  on  the  word 
^  people."  Mr.  Taylor  said,  the  idea  occurred 
Co  him,  that  the  Federal  (Government  was  an  im- 
mense machine-^hat  the  State  governments  were 
the  safety-valves,  to  let  off  the  gas  of  exclusive 
interests.  While  these  safety-valves  are  kept  in 
^leration,  and  this  gas  is  thus  discharged,  the 
country  will  go  on  well  enough.  But  when  they 
stop,  and  the  gas  comes  to  be  concentrated,  there 
is  great  danger  to  the  whole  machine.  Mr.  T. 
said  he  would  conclude  by  telling  an  anecdote 
which  occurred  to  his  recollection,  and  which  all 
would  probably  remember.  James  the  Second 
once  called  on  two  of  his  Bishops,  to  know  if,  in 
their  opinions,  he  had  not  a  right  to  take  the  prop- 
erur  of  his  people  as  he  pleased.  Bishop  A,  (he 
did  not  remember  their  names,)  said  he  certainly 
had  that  right — the  King  was  the  vicegerent  of 
Gk>d ;  and  he  had  certainly  a  right  to  appropriate 
the  property  of  his  subji^cts  as  he  saw  fit — he 
might  employ  the  men  and  the  money,  as  he 
flmaed.    The  King  then  asked  Bishop  B,  what 


he  thought  of  the  doctrine  of  his  brother  Bishop  ? 
^  Why,"  says  B,  "  I  think  the  King  has  ^  right  to 
take  tne  property  of  my  brother  A.  because  he  ha& 
given  it  to  him.  But  i  think  he  has  no  right  to 
take  mine."  The  basis  of  liberty  is  upon  this 
point.  When  you  revert  to  the  geographical  dis- 
tinctions of  this  country,  do  you  think  the  people 
will  display  the  servility  of  Bishop  A  ?  Why  is 
the  remark  of  Bishop  B  so  much  praised  ?  B^ 
cause  the  true  doctrine  is,  that  represeatatioD  sad 
taxation  shall  go  hand  in  hand.  The  Kiag  could 
not  take  his  money,  because  be  did  not  represent 
him.  This  doctrine,  Mr.  T.  applied  to  theameDd- 
ments  proposed  to  the  Constitution,  to  test  their 
agreement  with  the  spirit  of  our  represeotatire 
C£>vemment,  4lc. 

Mr.  BAnnoun,  of  Vi^nia,  then  rose.  He  had 
prepared,  he  said,  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  this  ques- 
tion ;  but,  as  the  unpleasant  topic  of  yesterdav 
had  been  brought  again  before  the  Senate,  he  felt 
it  his  duty  to  say  something  upon  it.  Somecii- 
cumstances  and  reflections  had  been  introduced. 
to  which  he  conceived  a  reply  to  be  neoes^anr. 
He  intended  to  place  the  meeting  which  had  bees 
alluded  to,  on  what  he  conceived  to  be  defeosilil^ 
ground.  His  remarks  would  necessarily  be  de- 
sultory. But,  as  the  question  before  the  Seoaie 
was  upon  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  ii 
was  due  to  the  body  which  he  had  the  honor  to 
address,  to  makesomeremarks  in  reference  thent^ 

As  regards  the  Constitution  of  the  Uoited 
States,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  always  approached  it  viih 
reverence ;  in  the  wisdom  of  its  provisions,  he  ^av 
the  ffreat  source  of  the  happiness  and  prosperitr 
of  the  country.  Our  ancestors,  who  emigratec 
here,  brought  with  them  that  inextioguisbablr 
love  of  freedom  which  enabled  them  to  pass,  it 
success,  the  waste  of  waters,  and  in  a  howlioc 
wilderness  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  mighty  em 
pire,  whose  astonishing  growth  and  happiness  aT< 
ascribable,  in  great  part,  to  this  instrument.  6u 
still,  deeply  as  he  felt  impressed  with  the  sacd 
character  of  this  instrument,  his  revereoee  did  od 
amount  to  idolatry ;  he  knew  it  was  the  work  d 
man ;  that  it  was  made  in  the  infancy  of  politic^ 
science,  and  before  experience  in  the  secrets  ({ 
self-government  had  furnished  a  guide.  It^ 
justly  entitled  to  admiration ;  not  Chat  there  we^ 
no  errors  in  it,  but  because  it  had-  so  nearly  a^ 
swered,  in  practical  operation,  all  the  purposes  U 
which  it  was  established.* Although  it  was  an  ol 
ject  of  reverence,  it  should  not  be  of  idolatrf ;  i 
should  leave  oufsdves  open  toa  conviction  of  its  d 
fects;and  it  behooves  those,  whom  the  people  hal 
intrusted  to  look  after  their  interests,  to  profit  by  <j 
perience ;  and^f  any  error  preaents  itself,  to  com 
and  amend  it.  jBut,  he  well  recollected  the  oldadu 
that  peopleshould  be  contented  when  they  are  doij 
well ;  lest,  in  trying  to  do  better,  they  should  o^ 
make  their  condition  worse.  It  is  a  ffood  maxim 

fovernment — particularly  in  legislation.  Wtj 
e  looked  round  the  country,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  c(\ 
see  no  great  impending  evils  to  dread.  He  wc 
not  sav  that  he  himself  bad  not  'been  dispo^ 
heretofore,  to  propose  amendments  to  the  Coa 
tuiion.    It  is  the  natural  disposition  of  mankj 
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to  (biok  that  we  can  see  deeper  into  affairs  than 
oar  neighbors ;  and  he  once  thought  so,  in  regard 
to  the  Constitution ;  perhaps  it  was  vanity  in  nim 
to  think  so.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  saw  fit  to  adrise  the  Senate,  some  days 
since,  that  the  plan  which  he,  (Mr.  Barbour) 
had  proposed,  had  failed.  Bat  that  plan  did  not 
propose  a  change  in  the  foundation  of  that  com- 
promise, which  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution. If  he  foun^  it  impossible  to  unite  thb 
bodr,  upon  that  proposition,  and  if  they  rejected 
that  amendment,  he  asked,  what  prospect  there 
was  of  obtaining  the  passage  of  an  amendment, 
which  was  going  to  dislocate  the  most  important 
parts  of  the  Government,  by  ehangiuff  the  relative 
power  between  the  small  and  large  States,  in  the 
election  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  ?  In  his  opin- 
ioQ,  Mr.  B.  said,  it  was  unnecessary  to  consume 
the  time  of  Congress,  when  it  was  quite  impossi- 
ble tocome  to  any  result  upon  this  subject.  There 
are  liow  two  distinct  propositions  before  the  Sen- 
ate. The  one  proposes  to  divide  the  States  into 
districfs;  and,  when  the  election  is  not  made  in 
the  ibst  instance,  it  is  to  be  carried  to  the  two 
Hooses  of  Congress.  The  other  gives  the  elec- 
tion of  President  directly  to  the  people — and,  in 
the  e? ent  of  a  fiailure  to  choose,  by  the  House  of 
Repteseatatives,  voting^  by  States*.  Now,  what  is 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  ?  It  b  partly  Fed- 
eral and  partlv  National.  The  influence  of  the 
States  would  be  destroyed  entirely,  as  sovereign 
and  independent  States,  by  cutting  them  up  into 
districtf.  The  great  State  of  New  York,  (for  the 
sceptre  has  now  departed  out  of  Jadah,  and  we 
mast  look  ap  to  New  York  as  the  greatest  State,) 
—^he  great  State  of  New  York,  by  this  sy stein. 
w^oold  be  reduced,  in  point  of  influence,  to  a  level 
with  the  small  State  of  Delaware.  So  in  a  refet^ 
ctMe  of  the  election  immediately  to  the  people, 
the  federative  character  of  the  Government  would 
he  destroyed  entirely.  The  Government  would 
beentirdy  nationaL  and  not  federal.  But,  Mr.  Bar- 
Booa  said,  he  woald  not,  at  this  time,  go  into  any 
fttther  consideration  of  these  amend  ments^  as  he 
^)  <m  former  occasions,  delivered  his  sentiments 
faUy  oa  the  sobjeet.  He  concurred  with  his  hon- 
orable eoUcagiie,  in  the  opinion,  that  it  would  be 
better  to  wait  until  the  evils  or  the  present  sys- 
t«D  becaae  more  manifest ;  and  then  it  would  be. 
nriyenoogb  to  suggest  amendments.  He  would 
^(  now  take  notice  ^f  the  observations  which 
«^heei|  heretofore  made,  upon  the  different  modes 
^  WMiiting  Bleetors,  which  had  been  adopted 
t>r  the  different  States.  The  Constitution  gave 
AB  oadoabted  power  to  the  State  Legislatures, 
to  deiennine  tbe  manner  in  which  the  Electors 
mO  be  chosen.  Some  of  the  Legislatures  retain 
the  rifht  to  choose  them,  in  their  own  hands ; 
some  choose  by  a  general  ticket ;  others  by  dis- 
^^W"— according  to  their  sovereign  pleasure.  He 
cofdd  DOC  see  that  any  mischief  had  resulted  from 
^hte^euce.  He  thought  it  better  to  take  a  longer 
time  to  ievelope  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tioD,  as  itaow  stands,  and  be  sure  you  see  the  re- 
medy, as  well  as  the  evil,  before  any  change  should 
be  made  io  it.  It  was  not  impossible  that  a  change 


might  introduce  still  greater  errors.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Mills)  has  pro- 
duced an  amendment,  to  restore  the  Constitution 
to  the  situation  in  which  it  originally  stood,  in  re- 
spect to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent. This  shows  that  it  is  doubted,  by  some, 
whether  the  amendment  which  has  already  been 
made  has  proved  beneficial.  It  may  be  matter  of 
speculation,  whether  the  difficulties  we  see,  are 
not  rather  the  result  of  the  infirmities  of  our  na- 
ture, than  of  the  Constitution.  For  these  reasons, 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  in  favor  of  indefinite  post- 
ponement. 

He  came  now  to  the  topic  to  which  he  had  first 
alluded.  He  must  be  permitted  to  mingle  his  re- 
gret with  that  of  the  other  members,  that  such  a 
subject  ha^  been  introduced  into  this  body;  not 
that  he  had  the  slightest  objection  to  a  critical 
examination  of  it.  whatever  had  been  done,  in 
reference  to  that  subject,  was  not  secret,  it  was 
done  ih  ]>ublic ;  it  was  done  before  the  people ;  and 
their  decision  will  be  made  upon  it.  Whatever  of 
malice  there  was  in  human  nature,  had  been  utter- 
ed against  the  individuals  who  attended  that  meet- 
ing. He  did  not  regret  that  the  subject  had  found 
its  way  here,  because  he  feared  a  fair  investiga- 
tion oi  it,  but  because,  into  this  body,  subjects  of 
that  kind  oueht  not  to  be  introduced.  It  could 
not  have  failed  to  bring  forth  the  expression  of 
feelings  which  ought  not  to  be  indulged  here. 
When  that  meeting  was  represented  as  a  great 
central  power,  which  was  about  to  overwhelm 
the  Constitution,  surely  those  who  heard  it,  and 
who  attended  that  meeting,  could  not  refrain  from 
replying.  If  there  was  any  spot  on  earth,  which 
he  conaidered  as  consecrated  to  peace  and  har- 
mony, it  was  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  It 
should  be  our  political  holy  of  holies — where  the 
brand  of  discord  was  never  to  be  thrown — where 
tranquillity  and  mature  deliberation  should  acquire 
the  respect  of  the  people.  He  had  considered  this 
body  thesheet-ancnor  of  the  nation — as  presenting 
a  limit  to  the  waves  of  the  other  branch,  and  equat 
ly  inaccessible  to  Executive  influence — a  Iwdy, 
whose  character  for  propriety  should  never  oe 
jeopardized.  He  believed  the  nation  had  indulged 
a  confidence  that,  whatever  storms  might  rage 
elsewhere,  nothing  but  coolness  and  deliberation 
would  preside  here.  Is  this  question  one  that,  in 
its  discussion,  is  calculated  to  promote  the  dignity 
of  this  body  ?  Is  it  one  that  is  calculated  to  enter 
this  Hall?  Surely  not.  And  what  is  the  gentle- 
man's apology  for  introducing  the  subject  f  The 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  charged  him  with 
having  changed  his  opinion,  in  respect  to  the  pro- 
priety of  amending  the  Constitution;  that,  last 
year,  he  was  in  favor  of  an  amendment,  and  this 
year  opposed  to  it.  The  gentleman  from  New 
X  ork  states  as  a  reason  for  this  change,  that  a  cen- 
tral power,  of  an  alarming  character,  had  since 
sprang  up  to  his  view.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Hatnb)  has  charged  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  with  having 
been  first  to  mention  the  word  '*  caucus."  Thisi| 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  thought  was  unjust  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  KiMo)  did  not 
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make  use  of  the  word,  nobody  could  mistake  the 
meaniog  of  his  <^  great  central  power."  The  gen- 
tleman's description  bore  the  name  upon  its  front. 
To  an  unadvised  stranger^  who  had  heard  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  it  would  seem  that  a 
monster  of  yesterday  had  sprung  up,  who  was 
threatening  to  devastate  the  country — and  yet, 
Mr.  B.  asked,  was  this  any  new  measure  ?  Was 
it  not  adopted  in  1800, 1804, 1808, 1812,  and  1816  ? 
Yet  it  did  not  then  meet  the  gentleman's  atten- 
tion, or  call  forth  such  violent  reprehension  from 
him ;  but,  in  1824,  it  suddenly  swells  to  a  great 
measure,  threatening  destruction  to  the  Constitu- 
tion. Whence  did  the  system  originate?  Mr. 
B.  believed,  with  the  Revolution  itself.  It  was 
the  venerated  Samuel  Adams,  or  his  father,  who 
first  suggested  it.  It  had  its  origin  in  the  spirit 
that  save  birth  to  this  nation.  W  herever  freemen 
are,  they  will  assemble  and  converse  freely  about 
men  and  measures.  And  a  custom  that  has  pro- 
duced so  much  good,  cannot  itself  be  very  bad. 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  a  witness  here  at  his  left,  (al- 
luding, probably,  to  Mr.  Macon,)  who  could  tell 
how  necessary  such  meetings  had  been  found,  in 
the  early  days  of  this  Government — a  gentleman 
who  then  stood,  as  he  now  stands,  the  guardian 
of  his  native  land.  Why  did  he  not  warn  the 
people  against  a  system  which,  according  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  is  now,  like  another 
unshorn  Sampson,  about  to  embrace  the  pilars  of 
the  Constitution,  and  whelm  the  splendid  fabric 
in  ruins  ?  Surely  this  is  the  mere  phantom  of  the 
gentleman's  imagination.  What  is  this  Constitu- 
tion ?  We  have  a  vast  continent,  over  which  it 
is  to  operate — a  multiplicity  of  different  States. 
What  is  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  in  regard 
to  the  election  of  President  ?  That  numbers  shall 
prevail,  in  the  first  instance — and,  in  the  contin- 
gency of  a  non-election  by  the  Electors,  that  the 
fiouse  of  Representatives  shall  choose.  Now,  is 
not  the  first  of  these  provisions  mere  mockery, 
unless  there  can  be  some  inter-communication  of 
sentiment,  previous  to  the  election  ?  What  is  it 
we  have  done  ?  Venal  hirelings  of  the  press,  di- 
rected, in  some  instances,  by  the  outcasts  of  Eu- 
rope, and  upon  whose  foreheads,  if  they  had  their 
deserts,  ought  to  hane  the  label  "  to  be  let,"  have 
accused  tu,  whose  all  is  her&  and  who  have  been 
honored  with  the  highest  offices  in  the  gift  of  the 
people — of  conspiring  against  the  liberty  of  the 
country  and  seeking  to  overthrow  the  Constitu- 
tion. Where  was  the  meeting  held?  In  the 
Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives — in 
public — ^in  the  very  face  of  the  people— those  peo- 
ple whose  rights  it  is  said  we  met  to  betray — and 
the  result  is  well  known.  Was  there  any  inten- 
tion to  recommend  a  man  who  was  abhorrent  to 
the  people  ?  If  the  people  are  united  in  favor  of 
another  man,  the  recommendation  would  not 
weigh  a  feather.  If  they  were  not  united,  the  meet- 
ing might  have  a  tendency  to  produce  that  effect. 
Men  are  apt  to  attach  too  much  importance  to 
themselves  and  their  acts,  when  "  dressed  in  a 
little  brief  authority;"  they  are  found,  however, 
to  be  but  the  merest  insects,  when  actii^  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  views  of  the  people.  Nothmg  impor- 


tant can  result  from  such  a  meeting,  unless  the 
candidate  selected  is  a  popular  man.  The  simple 
reason  for  holding  such  a  meeting  is,  that  the  per- 
sons who  go  into  it  are  the  representatives  of  the 
people — that  they  best  know  the  sentiments  of  the 
people — they,  therefore,  meet  to  recommend  can- 
didates. If  this  be  not  the  correct  way,  what 
other  will  you  substitute  ?  By  private  recommen- 
dation, and^  as  a  consequence,  irresponsible,  or  to 
the  conflicting  presses?  Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  the 
last  man  who  would  lift  his\oice  to  curtail  the 
liberty  of  the  press.  No,  even  in  the  rank  luxuri- 
ance of  its  licentiousness,  let  it  be  uncarbed. 
When  honestly  directed,  it  is  the  great  source  of 
light  and  liberty.  Its  abuse  must  be  tolerated,  on 
that  universal  law  which  belongs  to  human  things, 
that  there  is  no  unmixed  blessing ;  but  it  must  not 
be  disguised,  that,  when  prostituted,  it  scatters 
any  thing  but  correct  information. 

We  are  told,  that  the  President  and  the  Heads 
of  Departments  may,  with  equal  propriety,  meet, 
and  make  a  nomination.  But  they  do  not  come 
immediately  from  the  people ;  and  they  are  not 
going  back  to  the  people,  as  the  members  o(  Con- 
gress must  They  are  not  so  immediately  identi- 
fied with  all  parts  of  the  community.  What  we 
have  done,  is  on  record — every  man  is  responsible 
for  his  own  act.  The  old  adage  is,  that,  by  its 
fruit  the  tree  shall  be  known.  What  has  been 
the  result  of  this  practice  for  the  last  twenty 
years?  Where  has  been  the  mischief?  Has 
your  Constitution  been  violated?  Is  not  our 
nappy  situation  an  object  of  congratulation  ?  Is 
not  every  nation  which  is  striving  to  break  the 
fetters  oi  slavery,  looking  to  us  as  the  landmarks 
by  which  they  are  to  be  guided  ?  These  are  the 
fruits  of  this  system,  which  has  been  followed,  in 
relation  to  the  Presidential  election,  from  1800, 
up  to  the  present  day ;  which  has  been  sustained 
by  the  people ;  and  which  has  some  of  the  great- 
est names  in  the  country  to  support  it. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
says,  that  the  grounds  of  holding  this  meeting 
were,  to  produce  union — but,  from  the  siffns  of  the 
times,  he  gathers  the  belief  that  it  will,  on  the 
contrary,  produce  nothing  but  discord.  Mr.  B. 
said,  as  ne  was  not  a  prophet,  nor  the  son  of  a 
prophet,  he  could  not  tell  what  the  effect  of  the 
meeting  would  be.  The  wisdom  of  the  people, 
perhaps,  mieht  substitute  something  else— the  peo- 
ple care  little  about  namea.  We  have  adopted  a 
plan,  by  which  we  proposed  to  surrender  our  pri- 
vate feelings,  whatever  they  might  be,  upon  the 
altar  of  the  public  sood.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  pro- 
pose a  substitute  lor  the  caucus.  Here  are  hve 
candidates,  all  good  men ;  there  is  no  union  among 
the  people — they  are  divided  into  five  parties. 
What  is  to  be  the  result  ?  The  other  day  we 
were  a  band  of  brothers.  What  is  now  the  case. 
In  consequence  of  a  difference  of  opinion,  slander 
is  poured  out  from  the  press ;  a  thousand  pens  are 
employed  in  the  work  of  defamation ;  every  lohT' 
mity  is  displayed ;  calumny  is  spread,  upon  erery 
side— and  it  is  melancholy,  indeed,  to  reflect  tnai 
too  many  are  ready  to  believe  the  fabricauons. 
This  is  now  but  a  little  spark,  bat  it  may  spreaa 
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oat  till  it  consumes  every  thing  that  is  good  and 
nluable.  How  is  the  monster  to  be  stifled? 
Only  by  making  useful  sacrifices.  A  meeting,  for 
that  purpose  was  called — all  were  invited  to  at- 
tend—die object  was  to  arrive  at  some  union ;  to 
close  these  flood-gates  of  iniquity.  We  regretted 
that  oor  brethren  did  not  all  come  in  with  us. 
Mr.  6.  saidj  he  arraigned  no  man's  motives — each 
one  most  go  his  own  ways.  Other  counsels  might 
prerijl— be  dreaded  to  hear  what  might  be  the 
resuJt  of  the  malignity,  which  this  controversy 
had  excited.  He  was  prepared  to  unite  with  the 
majority.  This,  that,  or  tne  other  name,  was  in- 
sip^nificant  to  him,  compared  with  the  good  of  the 
UDion.  It  is  said,  that  it  is  a  fallacy  to  pretend 
that  we  went  to  that  meeting  in  our  private  char- 
acters. We  are  told  that  the  President,  the 
Heads  of  Departments,  or  any  of  the  people  might 
go  there,  with  equal  propriety ;  and  we  have  been 
told  a  humorous  anecdote  on  this  point,  concern- 
ing a  priest  To  this,  Mr.  B.  answered,  that  the 
memixrs  of  Congress  went  there,  to  say  to  the 
American  peonle  that  they  believed  this,  or  that, 
candidate  would  be  most  acceptable  to  the  people. 
A  fact  only  was  to  be  made  known.  Eacn  man 
represents  the  feelings  of  his  own  section  of  the 
country.  James  Barbour  represents  that  his  con- 
stituents are  of  one  opinion ;  the  gentleman  from 
South  CaToUoa,  that  his  are  of  another.  The 
members  attending  the  meeting  are  from  different 
sections  of  the  Union — they  are  the  organs  of  com- 
munication. Their  meeting  is  merely  for  the  gen- 
eral concentration  of  opinion.  The  gentleman 
ibm  South  Carolina  animadverts  on  the  charac- 
ter assumed  by  the  members  in  the  meeting — that 
of  their  individual  capacitv — and  asks,  why  are 
not  other  citizens  admitted  ?  The  answer  to  this 
remark  is  obvious.  Other  citizens  are  not  in  the 
situation  of  members  of  Congress,  because  they 
ve  not  presumed,  as  are  the  members  of  Congress, 
who  come  from  every  part  of  the  Union,  to  know, 
accurately,  the  wishes  of  the  great  body  of  the 
P^ple.  It  is  not  the  official  station  that  gives 
vei^ht  to  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  members 
of  Congress ;  but  it  is  the  conndence  they  enjoy 
amottg  ibeir  fellow-citizens  that  made  them  mem- 
wrs  of  Congress.  This  confidence  is  a  part  of 
their  character,  and  is  made  available  in  their  pri- 
vate capacity. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
^y^  he  never  attended  a  caucus.  This  is  cer- 
^y  a  little  extraordinary  for  a  member  of  this 
^V  There  may  be  some  few  individuals  here 
who  bare  not  attended  such  meetings;  but  when 
n«  J«tollected  how  common  they  had  been,  for 
tiie  last  forty  or  fifty  years,  he  apprehended  there 
J^'CTe  few  who  had  not  taken  part  m  them.  When 
h^  was  Tery  youns,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  recollected  to 
hare  gone,  with  his  honorable  colleague,  to  the 
^  meeting  of  this  kind  which  he  ever  attended. 
^ader  aoihority  so  respectable,  and  in  such  a 
schixA,  he  had  first  become  acquainted  with  the 
system-,  iBd  he  had,  ever  since,  continued  believ- 
ing that  ite  results  must  be  beneficial.  When  he 
tne w  that  this  system  was  approved  by  older  m^ ; 
*hat  It  had  been  used  effectually  in  the  days  of 


Jefferson,  he  could  hardly  believe  that  the  younger 
members  knew  all  the  benefits  that  had  been  de- 
rived from  it.  It  is  too  old  in  this  country— op- 
position to  it  will  not  do.  Some  may  be  opposed 
to  it,  from  their  private  views;  others  may  not 
think  it  expedient  at  this  time..  There  are  regular 
cycles  in  political  events ;  and,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  did 
not  doubt  but  these  meetings,  bv  abd  by,  would 
become  popular  enough ;  for,  as  they  have  been  so 
heretofore,  it  will  be  seen  that  they  are  still  ne- 
cessary. 

In  regard  to  the  anti-caucus,  which  had  been 
spoken  of,  he  did  not  wish  to  become  the  accuser 
of  any  man.  He  should,  therefore,  say  nothing  of 
it.  This  whole  subject  had  gone  out  to  the  peo- 
ple. It  ought  not  to  have  been  touched  here. 
There  has  Men  a  fair  and  open  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  Senate  should  not  have  been  trouoled 
with  it.  There  we  are  willing  to  meet  it;  not 
before  a  few  changelings  in  the  country,  but  be- 
fore the  great  mass  of  the  people,  who  are  inde- 
pendent, and  who  stand  clear  of  prejudices  on  thb 
subject.  If,  when  these  acts  are  fairly  laid  open, 
such  a  tribunal  condemns  us,  be  it  so.  Mr.  B. 
said,  when  he  embarked  on  the  sea  of  political 
life,  he  well  knew  that  there  were  shoals  in  it. 
Some  get  their  vessels  over  them  safely ;  while 
others  strike  upon  them,  and  sink  forever.  But  he 
made  the  declaration  in  the  face  of  all  who  heard 
him,  that  he  had  the  approbation  of  what  he  had 
done,  in  his  own  conscience — that  was  placed  be- 
yond all  human  control;  and,  when  the  plaudits 
of  this  world  should  cease,  that  approbation  would 
be  imperishable :  it  would  enable  nim  to  tread  the 
shadowy  vale  of  death,  without  fear  or  trembling. 
Standing  on  this  sure  foundation,  unseduced  by  am- 
bition, whose  giddy  heights  he  nad  never  essayed, 
as  far  as  it  concerned  his  personal  views,  he  was 
above,  and  he  rejoiced  in  his  attitude,  every  change 
in  political  opinion;  and  if  the  Government  be 
honestly  administered,  he  cared  not  by  what  hands, 
or  to  wnom  were  distributed  the  loaves  and  fishes. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  he  should  vote 
against  an  indefinite  postponement.  The  State  of 
Aiaryland,  said  he,  has  instructed  its  Senators  to 
use  their  best  endeavors  to  obtain  such  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  as  will  insure  a  uniform 
mode  of  election  throughout  the  United  States,  of 
President  and  Vice  President.  The  district  mode 
is  preferred  by  that  State,  which  meets  my  con- 
currence, and  I  shall  vote  for  any  of  the  resolu- 
tions that  will  be  most  likely  to  succeed,  and  will 
assure  that  mode.  Having  entered  yesterday  into 
my  reasons  on  the  subject,  I  will  not  a^in  tres- 
pass on  the  time  of  the  Senate,  by  repetition.  In- 
deed, Mr.  President,  I  had  no  intention  of  speaking 
on  the  subject  aeain.  nor  should  I,  but  for  an  ob- 
servation made  by  tne  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hayne.)  He  has  said, 
"  that  I  was  the  first  who  introduced  the  word 
'  caucus'  into  the  discussion."  Why  this  obser- 
vation? For  what  purpose?  Was  it  anyway 
necessary  or  useful  to  his  argument? 

Mr.  Hayne  explained.  He  certainly  meant 
nothing  unkind  towards  the  gentleman.  Regret 
had  been  expressed  that  this  word  had  been  used ; 
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and  he  had  merely  obseryed,  that  he  believed  that 
it  had  first  been  used  by  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland. 

Mr.  Smith  resumed.  Mr.  President,  I  feel  per- 
fectly confident  that  the  gentleman  entertains  no 
unfriendly  feelings  towards  me  personally;  but, 
as  the  remark  had  been  made,  I  am  unwilling  that 
the  discussion  of  a  subject  so  unprofitable,  that  I 
feel  mortified  at  its  being  introduced,  and  so  little 
comporting  with  the  dignity  of  the  Senate,  should 
be  attributed  to  me.    I  regret  that  the  honorable 

gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  King)  should 
aye  deemed  it  proper  to  introduce  it.  It  is  true 
that  he  qualified  it  by  a  new  name — ^'^ central 
power."  However,  either  my  ears  deceived  me, 
or  I  heard  him  use  the  word  ^*  caucus,'"  and  one 
member  opposite  took  it  down;  but,  whether  he 
did  or  not,  bis  meaning  was  perfectly  understood ; 
and.  if  I  used  it,  it  was  because  I  wished  to  give  it 
the  Known  name — I  wished  to  call  a  spade  a  spade. 
When  first  introduced  I  considered  it  as  acci- 
dental, and  treated  it  lightly,  as  I  thought  it  mer- 
ited. But,  sir,  the  second  speech  of  the  introducer, 
and  the  elaborate  view  tfiken  by  the  honorable 
ffentleman  from  South  Carolina,  have  given  to  it 
form  and  substance.  Effect  seems  now  to  be  con- 
templated, and  we  must  meet  it  as  we  best  can. 

I  am  not  surprised  at  the  course  taken  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  He 
was  too  voung  to  know  the  extreme  difficulties 
the  Repoolican  party  had  to  encounter,  and  the 
dangers  it  has  been  exposed  to  by  attempts  calcu- 
lated to  create  schisms  that  might  have,  by  divi- 
ding, exposed  it  to  great  danger ;  which,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  have  been  mainly  obviated  and 
avoided  by  the  caucus  system.  Nor  am  I  at  all 
surprised  at  the  opposition  to  it  by  the  honorable 
graileman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Kino.)  That 
gentleman  was  a  leading  chief  of  the  Federal 
party,  and  he,  no  doubt,  thinks,  what  I  know  and 
believe,  that,  owing  to  the  caucus  system,  his 
party  was  prostrated,  and  the  Republican  jparty 
Drought  into  power;  by  which  change^  I  firmly 
believe,  and  every  republican  does  believe,  that 
the  nation  has  s^reatly  benefited.  I  adhere  to  that 
which  has  rendered  such  essential  service  to  my 
country,  and  the  party  to  which  I  belons.  The 
bri^e  which  has  carried  me  safe  over,  1  call  a 
flood  bridge.  The  caucus  system  has  heretofore 
been  approved.  I  attended  several,  was  president 
at  one — and  consistency  of  conduct  called  impe- 
riously on  me  to  attend  that  lately  held,  and  which 
has  met  with  the  disapprobation  of  the  two  gen- 
tlemen. It  appears,  also,  to  have  met  with  the 
displeasure  ot  several  gentlemen  with  whom  I 
have  served  in  caucus  more  than  once.  Well, 
sir,  they  have  their  reasons,  such  as  are  satisfac- 
tory to  themselves,  with  which  I  have  nothing  to 
do.  That  of  being  conscientiously  against  it, 
they  cannot  offer.  There  are  certainly  some-who 
think  the  system  wrong  on  principle.  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  has  said  so ;  but  their 
numbers,  among  politicians,  are  few.  I  hAve  not 
met  with  many.  May  we  not,  without  offence, 
believe  that  men  are  much  governed  by  the  con- 
sideration of  whether  the  caucus  will  or  will  not 


support  their  favorite  candidate?  And  mist  we 
not  believe  that  those  who  have  heretofore  at- 
tended caucuses,  will  find  it  difficult  to  assign 
any  other  reason  for  abseiUiog  themselves  from 
that  which  they  now  censure?  Indeed,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, I  must  think  that  it  had  a  powerfol  iafio- 
ence,  although,  perhaps,  unknown  to  themseWei. 
I  mean  no  reflection  on  anyone;  but  form  my 
opinion  from  man  as  he  is  constituted. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  take  a  view  of  tke 
caucus  system  as  it  has  operated ;  and,  i  trust,  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  that  it  has  enaUed  tbe  Re- 
publican party  to  mount  into  power,  and  bu 
tended,  mainly,  to  maintain  them  in  it.  Upon 
this  theme  1  act  as  a  party  man,  and  hare  do 
hesitation  in  saying  that  I  wish  to  keep  my  partf 
in  power;  that  I  wlieve  the  caucus  system  is  tbe 
most  effectual  means;  and  that,  when  we  cease  to 
use  it,  we  shall  thereby  deprive  ourselves  of  ooe 
most  powerful  instrument.  Divide  and  conqaer, 
is  as  old  as  history — ^keep  together,  you  caDDot\ie 
subdued. 

Mr.  President:  On  the  first  contested  election, 
between  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Adams 
succeeded  by,  I  believe,  a  small  majority.  It  was 
believed  that  his  success  was  owing  to  waotofa 
conjoined  effort,  a  concentration  of  force,  od  tbe 
part  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  A  caucus  was. 
in  consequence,  held  in  Philadelphia,  the  object ol 
which  was,  to  make  a  conjoined  effort  to  cooces' 
trate  all  the  strength  of  the  party,  and  to  bind  eaeH 
to  the  other,  that  they  would  use  their  best  exer- 
tions to  promote  the  election  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  1 
did  not  attend,  but,  I  believ^  every  other  membei 
of  either  House,  friendly  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  did  at 
tend.  Who  were  they  ?  Men  certainly  as  capabl{ 
of  ez|)oundiDg  the  Constitution  as  any  gentlema) 
now  in  my  hearing;  one  of  them  the  writer, i: 
part,  of  the  Federalist,  (to  which  we  dailjr  refer, 
m  fact,  all  of  them  leaders  in  the  republican  ranki 
and  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  change  l^ 
which  the  Republican  party  came  into  powei 
those  great  men  are  now  charged,  by  the  geoiJ< 
man  from  New  York,  with  being  promoters  of 
system  which,  in  its  consequences,  is  to  desire 
tne  Constitution,  and  to  introduce  all  the  plagu 
of  Egypt.  Well,  sir,  I  am  not  surprised  at  i\^ 
charge,  for  the  honorable  gentleman  was  one 
those  who  lost  the  power.  Losers  will  complai 
and  we  ought  not  to  be  surprised  that  the  geotl 
man  is  very  willing  to  pQt  down  a  system  1 
which  his  party  has  lost  their  power ;  it  is  nainil 
and  it  is  as  natural  for  me  to  wish  to  continue 
system,  by  which  I  (as  one  of  the  gainers)  ha 
succeeded.  I  have  said  that  I  did  not  attend  i 
first  caucus ;  but,  sir,  I  assured  those  who  did,  tl 
I  would  act  with  them,  and  I  did,  as  the  peoplj 
Maryland  know.  I  used  exertions,  that  I  tbid 
should  not,  if  the  caucus  had  not  been  held. 
decision  induced  me,  and  others,  in  Maryland 
unexampled  exertion ;  much  depended  on  its  vi 
At  that  time  the  State  was  decidedly  in  fava 
Mr.  Adams.  It  was  changed  by  the  exert! 
made  by  the  republicans,  which,  1  speak  with  i 
fidence,  would  not  have  been  made,  if  nc  cu 
had  been  held. 
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A  caoeus  wts  hM  aC  Ike  second  election  of 
Mr.  Jeffenoo,  ti  which  almost  every  republican 
nKmber  did  attend.  It  was  not  then  thought  a 
efime;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  deemed  meritori- 
ous. If  I  had  not  attended  it,  I  am  sore  my  con* 
stitiKBts,  at  that  rime,  wonid  have  been  dis- 
pleased; no  one  then  talked  of  a  caucus  being  an 
assompfioo  of  power ;  I  mean  no  republican.  I 
beiiere  the  Federalists  did,  but  it  was  attributed 
to  tiieinjary  the  system  did  to  them  as  a  party; 
wt  did  not  think  them  in  earnest ;  we  considered 
ilieir  opposition  as  arising  simply  from  opposi- 
tion. 

Tbe  next  caucus  selected  Mr.  Madison,  and  I 
nerer  heard  that  he  thought  their  act  other  than 
Ooostitaiionai ;  he  had  attended  the  first  caucus 
in  Philadelphia,  and  was  a  principal  leader  in  it. 
He  accepted  the  nomination.  We  all  know  that 
he  WI5  opposed  by  Mr.  Monroe.  A  schism  was 
threttened  (by  that  opposition)  in  the  Republican 
patty;  ii  was  supported  by  the  Federal  party,  and 
nereriras  the  Republican  party  in  greater  danger. 
What  prevented  that  great  evil  ?  The  caucus 
noininatioa.  No  other  course  could  have  sue- 
oeeded.  The  people  rallied  around  that  nomina- 
uoo.  and  a  schism  was  thereby  prevented. 

Mr.  President :  Some  (now  present)  know  that 
a  sehism  io  the  Republican  party  had  nearly  taken 
place,  on  the  election  of  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate. The  opposition  to  him  was  strong  in  num- 
bers and  character,  and  there  was  every  reason  to 
beJjpre  that  the  Republican  P&rty  would  be  sev- 
ered. How  was  it  avoided?  The  republicans 
met  as  brethren  of  the  same  family,  agreed  on  Mr. 
HoQ/oe,  and  all  supported  him.  He  and  the  Vice 
Pteident  were  informed,  by  letters,  signed  by  me 
and  the  secretary  of  the  caucus,  of  their  nomina- 
tion, to  which  thev  replied,  by  letters,  which  have 
(leeo  paUtriied.  Neither  showed  any  reluctance 
u  (he  mode  of  nomination ;  neither  objected  to  a 
caucus  power  of  nomination;  they  both  seemed 
veil  satisfied,  and  appeared  to  accept  with  plea- 
^-  The  present  President  expressed  himself, 
with  stropg  approbation,  of  the  source  of  nomina* 
tion.  His  words  are — ^*  Deeply  penetrated  by  this 
d)sti^Qis||ed  mark  of  confidence,  emanating  from 
MJch  a  sowee.'^     What  source?    The  caucus. 

1  have  shown  that  the  caucus  system  has  been 
considered,  by  oar  three  Republican  Presidents,  as 
3ot  onlf  Constitutional,  but  exped  ient.  They  have 
Bc^er  said  that  it  was  d anurous  to  the  libertiea 
^^  the  country.  It  has  existed  for  twenty-four 
T^rtand  the  liberties  of  the  people  appear  just 
^  ^e,  and  rather  safer,  than  some  of  us  thought 
t^yvcre  prior  to  its  being  adopted. 

Now,  sir,  suppose  that  all  the  republicans  had 
met  (agreeably  to  open  invitation)  like  brethren 
ofthesaaie  family,  as  they  did  on  all  former  occa« 
''ODs,aod  had  agreed  (as  they  might  have  done) 
^  a  candidate,  what  would  have  been  the  conse- 
^u^Qce  ?  It  miffht  have  continued  the  union  of 
the  Mtty.  And  of  what  mighty  consequence  is 
It  which  of  the  candidates  shall  be  successfull 
Either  o(  them  will  do  tolerably  well.  Congress 
^il  takeetre  that  neither  shall  do  much  harm. 
1  hare  my  preference,  I  admit;  but,  had  another 


been  selected,  I  would  have  supported  him;  for 
my  object  is  union  in  the  Republican  party.  Gen* 
tlemen,  (many  of  them  my  friends,)  with  whom 
I  have  acted  through  the  worst  of  times,  declined 
to  attend ;  their  motives  are  their  own.  But  what 
is  the  effect?  A  complete  disunion  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  divided  into  at  least  four  parties ;  the 
whole  in  a  state  of  distraction.  Father  affainat 
son,  brother  against  brother ;  all  in  a  state  of  com- 

Slete  confusion  ;  and  what  lor  1  For  a  principle? 
\o,  sir,  there  is  no  principle  involved.  What 
then  is  all  this  noise  aoout  ?  Why,  whether  yon 
shall  choose  A,  B,  C.  or  D  :  and,  choose  which 
you  will  of  the  candidates,  the  nation  will  (if  the 
people  choose  such  Congresses  as  the  three  last) 
move  on  majestically  towards  its  great  destiny. 
When  I  look  around,  I  am  surprised  at  the  excite- 
ment  artificially  created.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
the  difference  between  those  who  attended  the 
caucus,  and  those  who  did  not,  1  take  to  be  this : 
that  those  who  went,  were  anxious  to  unite  on 
some  one  Republican  candidate,  and  support  him| 
be  he  whom  he  might,  and  thus  preserve  the  union 
of  the  party ;  and  those  who  did  not  attend,  were 
willing  to  risk  all,  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  their 
candidate  being  in  the  minority.  From  this  last, 
I  except,  of  course,  the  gentleman  from  Sooth 
Carolina  and  the  conscientious. 

Mr.  President:  In  a  Grovernment  like  ours, 
where  many  of  our  great  officers  are  elected,  there 
most  be  some  mode  adopted  by  which  to  concen- 
trate the  votes  of  the  people.  They  cannot  (scat- 
tered as  they  are,)  know  the  candidates — ^it  is 
morally  impossible :  the  voters  must  therefore  de- 
pend on  some  person,  some  public  bodies,  or  on 
private  meetings  for  information^  as  to  the  best 
character  for  the  office.  For  instance,  ^'for 
President."  Well,  sir,  it  has  been  thought,  for 
twenty-four  years  last  past,  that  the  members  of 
Conffress,  elected  by  the  people,  and  in  whom  they 
had  deposited  all  confidence,  was  tbe  best  source 
for  information.  Has  that  source  deceived  the 
people  in  any  one  instance  ?  I  understand  that 
the  Congressional  caucus  recommended  Jefierson, 
Madison,  and  Monroe.  The  people  elected  them ; 
uid  experience  has  shown  that  the  reliance  placed 
by  the  people  in  the  caucus  nomination  of  all 
three  has  turned  out  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  no 
injury  has  resulted  therefrom.  It  is  rational  to 
suppose,  that  the  members  of  Congress  have  better 
opportunities  of  knowing  the  character  and  talents 
of  the  several  candidates,  than  those  who  have 
never  seen  them,  and  never  acted  with  them. 
However,  the  caucus  mode  is  denounced,  and  now 
let  us  see  what  is  to  be  substituted,  for  there  will 
be  a  substitute.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  our  Gov- 
ernment It  cannot  be  avoided.  Well^  sir,  one 
State  by  an  act  of  its  Legislature,  nommates  its 
favorite,  that  is,  the  favorite  of  a  majority  of  the 
body ;  another  Legislature,  in  their  private  capa- 
city, nominate  their  candidate,  and  forbid  their 
members  of  Congress,  chosen,  as  they  are,  by  the 
people,  from  recommending  a  candidate.  iNow, 
sir,  I  would  ask,  how  many  of  that  Legislature 
knew  any  of  the  other  candidates  except  the  one 
recommended  by  them  ?  perhaps  three  or  four, 
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who  may  have  been  in  Congress.  Other  States 
have  pursued  a  similar  course,  with  as  little  knowl- 
edge of  the  candidates.  Eacn  State  has  its  favor- 
ite candidate ;  of  him  they  may  know  something. 
But  how  they  can  be  capable  of  forming  a  judg- 
ment between  him  and  those  who  are  opposed  to 
him,  I  know  not.  Many  State  Legislatures  have 
undertaken  to  recommend,  whilst  they  reprobate 
the  caucus  nomination.  Another  mode  has  been 
adopted :  by  convention.  I  should  like  to  know 
how  the  delegates  to  the  convention  are  chosen  : 
are  they  by  the  people  ?  I  believe  not.  A  few 
people  meet ;  their  numbers  may  be  ten,  fifty,  or 
any  other  number,  and  they  appoint  the  delegates ; 
and,  thus  chosen,  they  meet  m  convention,  and 
select  their  candidates.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
whether  either  of  those  modes  is  preferable  to  a 
caucus,  or  whether  any  of  them  are  equal  to  it, 
is  to  be  determined.  For  mv  part,  I  thought  the 
old  mode  was  the  best,  and  I  have  adopt^  it.  I 
have  exercised  my  own  opinion.  I  have  given 
myself  no  uneasiness  about  that  of  others.  And 
I  must  think,  an  interference  with  the  opinion  of 
those  who  attended  the  caucus,  was  wholly  irre^ 
levant  to  the  subject-matter  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Eaton,  of  Tennessee,  said,  he  considered 
this  subject  of  discussion  as  altogether  improper, 
and  thought  it  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  remain 
any  longer  before  the  Senate.  The  Senate  has 
now  spent  two  days  in  debating  the  question, 
whether  it  is  proper  for  members  of  Congress  to 
go  into  caucus.  He  sincerely  believed  that  such 
a  subject  was  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  the  body, 
and  that  it  would  place  the  members  in  no  very 
elevated  view  before  the  public.  His  object  was 
to  put  an  end  to  the  discussion.  He  suggested  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  whether  it  was 
not  better  to  let  it  end  here.  He  moved  that  the 
resolution  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  question  on  Mr.  E.'s  motion  was  put,  and 
passed  in  the  negative.  The  question  then  re- 
curred on  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Macon^  of  North  Carolina,  next  addressed 
the  Chair.  He  said  that  these  resolutions  had 
been  referred  to  a  select  committee ;  they  had  been 
maturely  considered  and  reported  upon  by  that 
committee;  and  now,  because  a  certain  other 
subject,  not  connected  with  them,  had  been  intro- 
duced, no  vote  was  to  be  taken  upon  them.  What 
is  the  question  before  the  Senate  ?  It  is  upon  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  resolutions ;  and 
not  upon  their  subject-matter.  Why  should  not 
a  fair  vote  be  taken  on  them  1  Gentlemen  who 
are  not  entirely  decided  on  business  before  the 
Senate  generally  vote  for  a  postponement.  He 
thought  no  proposition  to  amend  the  Constitu- 
tion, that  had  ever  been  before  the  Senate,  had 
so  much  in  favor  of  it,  as  the  one  that  had  been 
reported  by  this  committee.  It  had,  first  or  last, 
been  recommended  by  almost  every  one  of  the  ! 
States.  And  now,  after  all  the  time  that  has 
been  spent  about  it,  after  one  of  the  propositions 
had  been  discussed  at  full  length,  they  are  all  to 
be  thrown  by.  He  well  knew  that  men  would 
do,  in  relation  to  these  things,  as  they  thought  ; 
right.    He  considered  it  an  extremely  unfortu- ' 


nate  circumstance,  that  a  subject  which  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  real  question  before  the  Sen- 
ate had  been  introduced,  and  was  about  to  destroy      i 
all  chance  of  considering  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  knew  that  no  amendment  could 
now  be  made  to  afiect  the  next  election.   There 
must  be  a  concession  of  opinion  somewhere— «t- 
erybody  feels  the  embarrassments  we  are  laboring 
under;  and  yet  we  are  not  permitted  to  go  oo 
and  discuss  tne  amendments  by  which  these  erils 
might  be  remedied.  This  amendment,  he  thought, 
would  insure  an  election,  without  going  to  the 
House  of  Representatives ;  and  he  hoped  it  woqU 
not  be  postponed.    It  is  time  enough  to  postpone 
them,  when  we  find  that  we  cannot  make  one 
that  is  fit  to  be  adopted.    We  shall,  then,  have 
done  our  duty  to  our  constituents  as  faithful  men. 
But  now  we  are  about  to  postpone  them  at  the 
very  threshold.    If  there  ever  was  a  time  when 
the  subject  could  be  met  gravely,  it  is  the  present 
What  was  the  condition  of  the  country  at  the 
time  of  the  difi&culty  in  the  election  of  Jefiersoo 
and  Burr  ?    Great  anxiety  was  spread  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other.    The  House  of 
Representatives  was  voting  thirty  times  without 
coming  to  a  deci8ion^4he  most  serious  alarm 
pervaded  the  country.    And  yet,  with  this  knowl- 
edge before  us,  we  are  not  willing  to  make  pro- 
vision against  similar  occurrences.     There  wa:»  a 
charge  of  foreij^n  partiality  on  each  side  of  the 
great  parties  existing  at  that  time.     One  was  ac- 
cused of  fondness  for  the  British ;  the  other,  for 
the  French.    There  is  no  disposition  of  that  kind 
now.    We  have  peace,  and  we  have  plenty  to 
eat;  and,  thank  Heaven,  the  tartfif  bill  has  not 
yet  passed.    Some  think  that  the  amendment 
will  produce  a  consolidation  of  the  Government 
and  that  the  State  lines  will  be  lost.     But  almost 
all  the  States  have  agreed  to  it — almost  all  of 
them  have  called  for  the  districting  system.    Mr. 
M.  said  he  did  not  believe  that  it  would  destroy 
the  Constitution.    He  had  heard  so  much,  and  so 
often,  of  the  destruction  of  the  Constitution,  that 
he  had  almost  become  an  infidel  in  respect  lo  it. 
We  have  stood  a  sedition  law,  and  an  alien  law. 
and  there  is  not  much  daneer  but  we  may  get 
along  with  any  thinff  else.     We  have  had  these 
amendments  regularly  brought  before  us;  and 
now,  all  at  once,  because  allusions   have  been 
made  to  another  subject,  we  cannot  look  at  the 
amendments — we  have  got  into  a  imssion,  and 
we  must  give  them  up.    Nearly  all  the  States 
have  approved  the  districting  system — and  ho^ 
is  it  to  destroy  the  Constitution  ?    The  liberty  o| 
this  nation  does  not,  nor  does  that  of  any  ot'heii 
depend  upon  paper.    It  must  have  a  foondatio^ 
in  the  hearts  of  the  people.    Let  a  man  depeoj 
upon  himself,  and  he  is  free.    If  he  is  de]>enden 
on  another,  black  or  white,  he  will   not  be  free 
Freedom  rests  upon  our  dependence  or  indepencj 
ence.    The  people  had,  at  first,  a  great  dr^d  < 
the  President  and  Senate;  but  that  fear  has  pa^^ 
away. 

We  have  now  more  candidates  for  the  Pres^ 
dency  than  we  have  ever  had  before.      How  al 
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mj  people,  said  Mr.  M..  to  know  these  men  ? 
Wbr,  wben  I  go  home,  taey  will  a«k  me  whom  I 
think  to  be  the  best  man ;  or  rather,  who  wUi  tax 
tbem  the  least  1  which  is  the  same  thiag.  And, 
I  piesome,  the  same  questions  are  put  to  other 
members.  I  am.  glad  my  colleague  called  for  the 
yeas  add  nays  on  this  question,  for  I  hope  the 
subject  will  not  be  postponed.  In  regard  to  cao- 
coses,  [  bare  no  confessions  to  make.  I  hare 
gone  ioco  caucus  as  honestly  as  I  go  to  church.  I 
do  not  care  how  manv  caucuses,  or  how  few, 
there  are.  I  care  notning  about  them.  Once, 
howerer,  I  was,  about  twenty  years  past,  taken 
in  by  a  caocns,  and  said  I  would  not  attend  ano- 
ther I  had  intended  to  have  giren  a  history  of 
some,  on  different  sides,  but  it  is  decided  not  to  be 
in  order. 

How  the  choice  of  Electors,  by  districts,  could 
rossibly  prerent  an  election  of  President,  as  has 
beea  said  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
i  cannot  possibly  perceive.  The  number  of  rotes 
given  bf  the  districts  would  be  equal  to  that  now 
giren.  I  do  not  understand  how  it  can  prevent 
an  election.  Erery  feneration  has  its  own  no- 
tions in  politics  as  wdl  as  in  religion.  Religious 
and  political  ideas  are  constantly  changing.  The 
Book  of  Jttdges  gires  a  description  of  these 
changes,  where  it  speaks  of  the  departure  of  the 
peo]de,  after  the  death  of  Joshua.  So  we  forgot 
the  principles  which  produced  the  Rerolution. 
My  State,  happily,  is  neither  a  large  nor  a  small 
one.  It  enjoys  about  an  equal  population,  and 
does  not  increase  much.  What  benefit  can  the 
ptesent  prorision  of  the  Constitution  be  if  we 
pi  no  President  hy  it?  I  hope  the  Senate  will 
retarn  to  the  consideration  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Burbn,  the  Senate 

then  adjourned. 


Monday,  March  22. 

Mr.  JoBNsoii,  of  Kentucky,  gare  notice,  that, 
^^i&orrow,  he  would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  joint 
f^ntioo  authorizing  the  President  to  procure  an 
equ^tian  portrait  of  Washington. 

Mr.  Bkston  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consldeiatioo  : 

^iioktd.  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
be  iastnctiU  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  and  prac* 
^iiity  of  estingiiishing  the  Indian  title  to  cerUio 
diitfictf  of  coontiy  on  the  south  side  of  Lake  Sops- 
^••opposed  to  contain  rsloable  mines  of  copper. 

Mr.LowaiB  presented  the  preamble  and  reso- 
luriotis  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylrania,  in- 
£truetiag  their  Senators,  and  requesting  their  Rep- 
resentatiTes,  in  Congress,  to  ase  their  utmost  influ- 
^ce  10  prevent  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  before 
Con^res,  imposing  a  prohibitory  duty  on  sales  at 
aneuou ;  which  were  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

^vH£HaT  Johnson  presented  the  memorial 
2nd  peution  of  A.  Moore,  and  others,  inhabitants 
of  the  csttDty  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of 
Coiumbia,pra}riDfirthat  that  part  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  included  within  the  limits  of  said 
couoty  may  be  receded  to  the  State  of  Virginia  ; 


which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  LowRiB  gare  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, ask  leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  extending  the 
benefit  of  copy-rights  to  authors  of  paintings  or 
drawings. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  unfinished  business  of  Friday  last,  being 
the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  proposing 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  in  relation  to 
the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  was 
affain  taken  up.  The  question  was  upon  Mr. 
Mills's  motion  to  postpone  the  whole  suDJect  in- 
definitely. 

[The  Chair,  previous  to  the  commencement  of 
the  discussion,  intimated  its  intention  to  restrict 
the  debate  to  the  immediate  question  upon  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  resolutions.] 

Mr.  DiCKERsoN,  of  New  Jersey,  said  that  he 
was  disposed  to  yield  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  although  he  had  not  had 
the  opportunity  of  replying  to  some  pointed  ob- 
servations of  the  ffentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Hayn£,)  which  mij^ht  be  easily  answered. 
He  regretted  that  the  subject  had  been  introduced, 
as  it  was  calculated  to  create  much  unnecessary 
excitement.    The  discussioii  of  it,  however,  had 

firen  him  no  uneasiness,  either  as  it  respected 
imsel^  or  his  friends ;  and  he  was  perfectly  con- 
tent to  let  it  rest  where  it  was. 

I  shall,  said  Mr.  D.,  confine  myself  to  the  mo- 
tion which  admits  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
the  resolutions  to  be  postponed.  And  it  is  With 
reluctance  1  again  speak  upon  this  question ;  for 
I  fear  that  it  will  be  found  impossible  in  the  mode 
now  proposed  to  introduce  any  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  shall 
hare  the  least  bearing  upon  the  relatire  power  of 
the  great  and  small  States.  Mutual  jealousies  are 
easilr  excited.  The  interests  of  the  great  and 
small  States  are  easily  set  in  array  against  each 
other.  Any  attempt  to  promote  a  plan  of  mutual 
concession,  a  plan  upon  which  the  Constitution 
itself  was  formed,  may  be  represented  as  an  inva- 
sion of  the  rights  of  one  class  of  States,  and  an 
abandonment  of  those  of  the  other.  At  tnis  tim%, 
such  a  Constitution  as  we  now  hare,  could  not  be 
formed.  It  was  adopted  at  a  fortunate  period. 
Fortunately  for  the  large  States,  still  more  so  for 
the  small.  For  these  reasons,  I  begin  to  despair 
of  seeing  any  of  the  proposed  amendments  suc- 
ceed, unless  upon  a  call  of  a  conrention  of  the 
States,  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  Constitution; 
and,  therefore,  I  was  disposed  to  let  the  subject 
rest,  at  least  for  the  present  session.  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hayne)  calls 
me  up  to  answer  for  myself.  He  accuses  me  of 
aiming  a  deadly  blow  at  the  rights  of  the  small 
States,  by  taking  from  them  powers  necessary  to 
their  existence.  If  I  have  done  this,  I  hare  for- 
feited all  claim  to  the  confidence  of  the  State 
which  has  done  me  the  honor  to  place  me  here. 
The  gentleman  certainly  had  no  intention  of  pro- 
ducing an  impression  of  this  kind.    But  it  is  not 
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by  the  National  Legislature ;  and  for  a  long  time 
this  was  thought  the  safer  mode,  even  in  the  first 
instance  of  choosing  a  President,  by  this  en- 
lightened and  patriotic  assembly  of  statesmen, 
some  of  whom,  at  least,  entertain  no  hostility  to 
the  power  of  the  small  States.  It  was  not  tnen 
discovered  that  such  an  election  would  endanger 
the  existence  of  the  Union. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  thinks 
there  would  be  great  danger  from  the  influence  of 
the  departments  of  the  Government,  and  of  the 
Executive,  upon  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  in 
their  choice  of  a  President.  But,  would  not  this 
influence  operate  as  strongly,  nay,  much  more  so, 
upon  the  House  of  Representatives,  voting  as 
States  upon  that  question,  under  the  present  sys- 
tem ?  The  gaining  one  member  of  the  joint  meet- 
ing, would  be  no  more  than  gaininj?  one  vote  out 
of  two  hundred  and  sixty-one,  while  the  gaining 
one  member  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
might  be  saining  a  twenty-fourth  part  of  the 
whole.  When  a  State  has  but  one  Representa- 
tive, this  would  be  obviously  the  case,  as  it  would 
be,  when  the  Representatives  of  a  State  should  be 
so  divided  as  that  the  change  of  one  would  give 
the  vote  of  the  State  to  one  candidate  or  to  the 
other — so  that,  by  possibility,  the  fi[aining  of  thir- 
teen votes  mignt  change  the  fate  of  a  Presidential 
election ;  take  it  from  one  candidate,  and  give  it 
to  another.  In -the  latter  case^  the  danger  would 
be  truly  formidable ;  in  the  former,  it  would  be 
no  greater  than  resorting  a  second  time  to  the 
Electors. 

While  the  honorable  gentleman  charges  me 
with  aiming  a  deadly  blow  ar  the-  power  of 
the  small  States,  how  stands  his  own  account 
with  those  small  States?  Has  he  not  aimed  a 
deadly  blow  at  their  power?  By  the  Constitu- 
tion, if  no  one  of  the  Presidential  candidates  shall 
receive  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  all  the  Elect- 
ors, the  House  of  Representatives,  voting  by  States, 
shall  choose  the  President  from  the  candidates 
having  the  highest  number  of  votes,  not  exceeding 
three.  The  moment,  therefore^  that  it  is  ascer- 
tained that  no  one  of  the  candidates  has  received 
the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  Electors,  the  right 
is  complete  in  the  small  States  to  control  the 
election.  It  is  guarantied  to  them  by  one  of  the 
great  federal  features  of  the  Constitution.  It  is 
a  right  precious  in  the  eyes  of  the  ambitious  men 
of  the  small  States ;  and  shall  the  friends  of  the 
small  States  endeavor  to  divest  them  of  this  cas- 
ual but  highly  valued  right?  The  gentleman 
proposes  that,  m  case  of  no  election  by  Electors 
in  the  first  instance,  the  case  shall  be  sent  back  to 
those  Electors.  He  wishes  to  provide  that  the 
election  of  a  President  shall,  in  no  event,  devolve 
upon  the  House  of  Representatives.  He  seems  to 
have  no  other  object  in  view,  in  his  proposition, 
but  to  deprive  the  small  States  of  this  power.  He 
is  for  giving  it  up  without  a  consideration.  He 
does  not  even  ask  any  corresponding  concession 
on  the  part  of  the  mat  States.  Instead  of  leaving 
the  election  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  when 
Delaware  would  have  an  equal  vote  with  New 
York,  he  sends  it  back  to  the  College  of  Electors, 


in  which  the  vote  of  New  York  would  be  to  that 
of  Delaware  as  12  to  1. 

Although  I  esteem  this  casual  power  of  the 
small  States,  in  electing  a  President  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  no  advantage  to  them,  for 
one,  I  would  never  consent  to  yield  it,  without 
obtaining,  at  the  same  time,  an  equal  cession  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  great  States. 

These  great  Federal  features  of  the  Coostitu- 
tion  have  become  enormous  excrescences,  owing 
their  growth  to  circumstances  not  foreseen  bj  the 
mem  Mrs  of  the  Federal  Convention;  among 
others,  to  the  unparalleled  increase  of  population 
in  some  of  the  great  States,  and  the  admission  of 
eleven  new  States.  These  excrescences  must  be 
reduced  equally  and  simultaneously.  The  bal- 
ance must  be  more  nicely  adjusted,  or  the  equili- 
brium will  be  forever  lost. 

Although  we  cannot  expect  anv  final  vote  on 
the  propositions  now  under  consideration,  at  this 
session,  we  might  have  a  vote  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  proposing 
to  dispense  with  the  agency  of  Electors.   This 
amenament  has  been  very  fully  and  ably  argued 
on  the  part  of  that  gentleman,  and  I  would  now 
attempt  to  answer  him  ,*  but  this  would  be  an  un- 
necessary consumption  of  time,  provided  the  Sen- 
ate is  now  disposed  to  postpone,  indefinitelf,  all 
the  amendments  offered.    If  the  decision  should 
be  against  the  postponement,  I  shall  still  have  the 
opportunity  of  maxing  the  observations  which  I 
should  now  offer. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  district  system,  l^ause  it  had  a  tendency 
to  deprive  all  the  States,  great  and  small,  of  a 
portion  of  their  power,  and  because  it  iQterfered| 
with  the  separate  character  of  the  States,  as  iiide- 
pendent  sovereignties.  He  illustrated  this  vie« 
of  the  subject  by  several  remarks,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  state  that  he  concurred  in  the  o|)inioO 
that  had  been  expressed  in  debate,  that  the  districi 
system  was  calculated  to  bring  the  election  ol 
President  into  the  House  of  Representatives.  Ml 
T.  fully  concurred  in  the  views  of  the  genllemw 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hayn£,)  that  greai 
evils  would  arise  from  the  constant  interferencl 
of  Congress  in  the  Presidential  election,  and  th^ 
any  amendment  to  the  Constitution  would  be  verj 
objectionable  which  would  hare  the  effect  i 
making  that  interference  more  frequent.  He  saij 
it  had  been  a  great  object  with  him  for  man* 
years  to  effect  some  amendment  to  the  Constit^ 
tion,  which  might  secure  the  election  of  the  Pr^ 
ident.  without  troubling  Congress  with  it.  I 
might  not  live  to  see  that  desirable  object  acco^ 
plished,  but  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Sou 
Carolina  would. 

As  to  the  question  of  a  Congressional  caud 
for  the  nomination  of  candidates  for  the  Pr^ 
dency,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  never  had  any  doubt  ti 
such  a  nomination  was  a  clear  violation  of  \ 
spirit  of  the  Constitution.  On  that  subject, 
believed,  his  sentimenis  were  in  print.  It  app€ 
ed  to  him  preposterous  for  gentlemen  to  codU 
that,  in  making  such  a  nomination,  they  acted 
their  private  capacities.    Mr.  T.  here  entered  i 
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some  a^ments  to  prove  that  memben  of  Con- 
gress coold  not  meet  at  the  Seat  of  GroverDment 
and  Dominate  a  candidate  for  the  Presidencv, 
without  makinff  it  a  public  business.  The  people 
would  so  rvnrd  it,  and  it  would  produce  the  same 
'  effect  as  if  ue  nomination  was  made  by  members 
in  their  legislative  capacities. 

His  hoooraUe  friend  and  colleague  f  Mr.  Bar- 
bodb)  had  stated  that  he  (Mr.  Taylor)  had  been 
his  iostractor  in  respect  to  caucusing,  and  that 
he  had  iotroduced  him  into  the  first  caucus  he 
eTer  attended.  His  colleague,  if  he  had  received 
any  iostractions  from  him  on  the  subject,  had  cer- 
taiulf  profited  greatijr  bv  them.  He  had  been  a 
very  apt  scholar  in  his  lessons,  and  had  far  out- 
stnpped  his  master.  But  his  colleague  was  greatly 
misukeo.  He  had  never  attended  a  caucus,  either 
io  CoDgress  or  elsewherej  for  the  purpose  of  nom- 
iaatiog  candidates  for  offices.  Such  proceedings 
he  considered  very  dangerous,  and  altogether  un- 
constitutional. 

The  meeting  to  which  the  gentleman  had  al- 
luded was  held  by  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Vi^oia  Legislature,  for  the  single  purpose  of  pre- 
paring resolutions  to  be  proposed  in  the  Legisla- 
ture. Mr.  T.  said  he  did  not  a^^ree  with  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side,  that  informal  meetings 
for  preparing  bills  or  resolutions  to  be  proposed  to 
legisiaiiTe  bodies  had  anv  resemblance  to  a  Con- 

fressiooal  caucus,  intended  to  transfer  from  the 
tates  their  Constitutional  check  and  influence  in 
the  election  of  a  President  to  Congress.  It  had 
been  said,  indeed,  that  a  Congressional  caucus 
acted  ooly  in  their  private  characters.  To  illus- 
trate this  assertion :  we  have  all  heard  of  what  is 
called  a  bull  dance.  Suppose  sixty  or  seventy  of 
the  gravest  and  most  respectable  private  citizens 
should  assemble  and  entertain  the  spectators  with 
jigs,  rigadoons,  and  hornpipes,  would  not  their 
prirate  characters  be  estimated  in  contemplating 
the  exhibition  ?  But,  if  the  same  number  or  mem- 
bers of  Congress  should  assemble  and  exhibit  a 
similar  scene,  would  not  their  puUic  characters 
he  also  estimated  ?  So,  when  assembled  for  nom- 
iuati&g  a  President^  it  is  their  public  characters, 
and  ihoie  only,  which  are  intended  to  influence 
(he  ekctioD ;  and  such  an  influence  destrovs  that 
of  the  States,  bestowed  by  the  Constitution  for 
selAprexrvation,  by  transferring  to  Congress  a 
power  conferred  on  the  States.  Their  characters 
will  follow  them  into  a  caucus,  either  for  the 
pvpp^  of  a  bull  dance,  or  for  nominating  a 
rnadenL 

Mr.  T.  said  that  he  had  not  previously  men- 
tioned the  word  caucuB  in  this  debate,  nor  should 
he  bare  now  done  so,  had  he  not  been  personally 
called  upon ;  but  that,  if  the  resolutions  for  amend- 
ing the  Constitution  should  be  taken  up,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  consider  that  subject,  as  having  a 
tendencj  towards  that  consolidated  and  conoen- 
^'^^  form  of  government  towards  which  we 
were  f er|rog  with  awful  rapidity.  At  this  junc- 
ture, iu  taorottgh  examination  would  produce  an 
ezciteauat  inconsistent  with  a  discreet  eonsidera- 
Uon  of  the  amendments ;  and  therefore  he  con- 
curred in  the  proposed  postponement. 


Mr.  Mills  stated  the  views  which  induced  him 
to  move  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  this 
subject.  He  had  believed  that  it  was  quite  im- 
possible to  act  upon  these  resolutions  at  the  pre- 
sent session ;  that  the  public  sentiment  was  not 
yet  prepared  for  any  amendment  on  this  subject, 
and  that  a  sufficient  number  of  the  Senate,  to 
carry  any  one  of  these  amendments,  could  not  be 
induced  to  vote  for  any  amendment.  He  thought 
the  present  was  not  the  best  time  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  subject,  and  that  there  were  so  many 
and  so  various  propositions,  that  no  one  of  them 
would  be  adopted  at  present. 

Mr.  Kelly,  of  Alabama,  next  took  the  floor, 
and  began  with  observing  that  he  would  endeavor, 
so  far  as  it  was  practicable,  to  withdraw  the  sub- 
ject under  debate  from  the  fog  with  which  it  had 
been  enveloped,  and  to  conform  to  the  rule  of  de- 
bate prescribed  b^  the  Chair.  He  remarked,  that 
the  whole  discussion  on  this  caucus  question,  had 
arisen  from  a  want  of  forbearance  on  the  part  of 
the  gentlemen  who  had  advocated  that  measure. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Kino)  had 
been  charged  with  a  change  of  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  the  Constitutional  amendments,  and 
hacl  risen  in  his  defence,  and  justified  his  disposi- 
tion to  delay  acting  on  the  suoject  at  this  crisis, 
on  account  of  the  central  power  which  now  pre- 
sumed to  select  candidates  for  the  Presidency  and 
Vice  Presidency  of  the  United  States.  Whether 
he  actually  used  the  cabalistic  and  portentous 
word,  caucus,  or  not,  I  hold  it,  said  Mr.  K.,  imma- 
terial. He  certainly  spoke  of  a  central  power, 
that  had  arisen  in  this  Government,  not  known  to 
the  Constitution,  and  unfriendiv  to  the  liberties  of 
the  nation ;  and  whether  he  called  it  a  caucus  or 
not,  he  certainly  did,  said  Mr.  K.,  assure  the  gen- 
tlemen that  he  had  no  unfriendly  feelings  towards 
any  person  who  differed  from  him  in  opinion. 
Now,  said  Mr.  K.,  this  remark  was  received  with 
the  most  extraordinarv  sensitiveness  on  the  part 
of  these  gentlemen ;  they  had,  with  an  ultra  chi- 
valrous esprU  du  corps,  immediately  rushed  into  a 
contest  on  the  caucus  question,  and  had  entered 
into  arguments  in  support  of  that  measure.  Mt. 
K.  repeated,  that  a  verv  small  portion  of  forbear- 
ance, in  that  stage  of  tne  debate,  would  have  pre- 
vented the  discussion  altogether ;  but,  as  gentle- 
men had  thought  proper  to  assume  a  different 
course,  it  had  certainly  become  necessary  that  their 
remarks  should  be  answered  and  their  arguments 
refuted.  This  had  been  done  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  in  respect  to  the  arguments 
which  were  urged  on  the  other  side,  before  he  ad- 
dressed the  Senate.  But  other  arguments  had  still 
been  advanced,  and  to  these,  Mr.  &.  said,  he  would 
now  proceed  to  reply.  Waiving,  for  the  present, 
the  Constitutional  question,  he  would  notice  the 
argument  of  the  necessity  of  a  caucus,  as  a  party 
measure.  Now,  without  arsuing  how  far  a  cau- 
cus could  be  justified  on  that  ground,  he  would 
say  that  such  a  measure  could  certainly  not  be 
justified  as  a  party  measure,  where  only  a  small 
minority  could  be  ffot  to  unite  in  it  He  had  al- 
ways understood  that  the  very  first  principle  of 
the  Republican  party,  to  which  he  belonged,  was, 


407 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


408 


Senate. 


Amendments  to  the  CoMtittUion, 


March,  1824. 


by  the  National  Legislature ;  and  for  a  long  time  i 
this  was  thought  the  safer  mode,  e^en  in  the  first  | 
instance  of  choosing  a  President,  by  this  en-  | 
lightened  and  patriotic  assembly  of  statesmen,  | 
some  of  whom,  at  least,  entertain  no  hostility  to  : 
the  power  of  the  small  States.  It  was  not  tnen  i 
discovered  that  such  an  election  would  endanger 
the  existence  of  the  Union. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  thinks 
there  would  be  great  danger  from  the  influence  of 
the  departments  of  the  Government,  and  of  the 
Executive,  upon  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  in 
their  choice  of  a  President.  But,  would  not  this 
influence  operate  as  strongly,  nay,  much  more  so, 
upon  the  House  of  Representatives,  voting  as 
States  upon  that  question,  under  the  present  sys- 
tem ?  The  gaining  one  member  of  the  joint  meet- 
ing, would  be  no  more  than  gaining  one  vote  out 
of  two  hundred  and  sixty-one,  whUe  the  gaining 
one  member  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
might  be  gaining  a  twenty-fourth  part  of  the 
whole.  When  a  State  has  but  one  Representa- 
tive, this  would  be  obviously  the  case,  as  it  would 
be,  when  the  Representatives  of  a  State  should  be 
so  divided  as  that  the  change  of  one  would  give 
the  vote  of  the  State  to  one  candidate  or  to  the 
other — so  that,  by  possibility,  the  saining  of  thir- 
teen votes  might  change  the  fate  of  a  Presidential 
election  ;  take  it  from  one  candidate,  and  give  it 
to  another.  In -the  latter  case^  the  danger  would 
be  truly  formidable ;  in  the  former,  it  would  be 
no  greater  than  resorting  a  second  time  to  the 
Electors. 

While  the  honorable  gentleman  charges  me 
with  aiming  a  deadly  blow  af  the-  power  of 
the  small  States,  how  stands  his  own  account 
with  those  small  States?  Has  he  not  aimed  a 
deadly  blow  at  their  power  ?  By  the  Constitu- 
tion, if  no  one  of  the  Presidential  candidates  shall 
receive  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  all  the  Elect- 
ors, theHouseof  Representatives,  voting  by  States, 
shall  choose  the  President  from  the  candidates 
having  the  highest  number  of  votes,  not  exceeding 
three.  The  moment,  therefore^  that  it  is  ascer- 
tained that  no  one  of  the  candidates  has  received 
the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  Electors,  the  right 
is  complete  in  the  small  States  to  control  the 
election.  It  is  guarantied  to  them  by  one  of  the 
great  federal  features  of  the  Constitution.  It  is 
a  right  precious  in  the  eyes  of  the  ambitious  men 
of  the  small  States ;  and  shall  the  friends  of  the 
small  States  endeavor  to  divest  them  of  this  cas- 
ual but  highly  valued  right?  The  gentleman 
proposes  that,  m  case  of  no  election  by  Electors 
in  the  first  instance,  the  case  shall  be  sent  back  to 
those  Electors.  He  wishes  to  provide  that  the 
election  of  a  President  shall,  in  no  event,  devolve 
upon  the  House  of  Representatives.  He  seems  to 
have  no  other  object  in  view,  in  his  proposition, 
but  to  deprive  the  small  States  of  this  power.  He 
is  for  giving  it  up  without  a  consideration.  He 
does  not  even  ask  any  corresponding  concession 
on  the  part  of  the  great  States.  Instead  of  leaving 
the  election  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  when 
Delaware  would  have  an  equal  vote  with  New 
York,  he  sends  it  back  to  the  College  of  Electors, 


in  which  the  vote  of  New  York  would  be  to  that 
of  Delaware  as  12  to  1. 

Although  I  esteem  this  casual  power  of  the 
small  States,  in  electing  a  President  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  no  advantage  to  them,  for 
one,  I  would  never  consent  to  yield  it,  without 
obtaining,  at  the  same  time,  an  equal  cession  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  great  States. 

These  great  Federal  features  of  the  Constitu- 
tion have  become  enormous  excrescences,  owing 
their  growth  to  circumstances  not  foreseen  by  the 
mem&rs  of  the  Federal  Convention;  among 
others,  to  the  unparalleled  increase  of  population 
in  some  of  the  great  States,  and  the  admission  of 
eleven  new  States.  These  excrescences  must  be 
reduced  equally  and  simultaneously.  The  bal- 
ance must  be  more  nicely  adjusted,  or  the  equili- 
brium will  be  forever  lost. 

Although  we  cannot  expect  anv  final  vote  on 
the  propositions  now  under  consiaeration,  at  this 
session,  we  might  have  a  vote  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  proposing 
to  dispense  with  the  agency  of  Electors.  This 
amenament  has  been  very  fully  and  ably  argued 
on  the  part  of  that  i^entleman,  and  I  would  now 
attempt  to  answer  htm ;  but  this  would  be  an  un- 
necessary consumption  of  time,  provided  the  Sen- 
ate is  now  disposed  to  postpone,  indefinitely,  all 
the  amendments  offered.  If  the  decision  should 
be  against  the  postponement,  I  shall  still  hare  the 
opportunity  of  making  the  observations  which  I 
should  now  offer. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  district  system,  because  it  had  a  tendency 
to  deprive  all  the  States,  great  and  small,  of  a 
portion  of  their  power,  and  because  it  interfered 
with  the  separate  character  of  the  States,  as  inde- 
pendent sovereignties.  He  illustrated  this  view 
of  the  subject  by  several  remarks,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  state  that  he  concurred  in  the  opinion 
that  had  been  expressed  in  debate,  that  the  district 
system  was  calculated  to  bring  the  election  of 
President  into  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
T.  fully  concurred  in  the  views  of  the  eentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hatne,)  that  great 
evils  would  arise  from  the  constant  interference 
of  Congress  in  the  Presidential  election,  and  that 
any  amendment  to  the  Constitution  would  be  very 
objectionable  which  would  have  the  effect  of 
making  that  interference  more  frequent.  He  said 
it  had  been  a  great  object  with  him  for  many 
years  to  effect  some  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  might  secure  the  election  of  the  Pres- 
ident, without  troubling  Congress  with  it.  He 
might  not  live  to  see  that  desirable  object  accom- 
plished, but  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  would. 

As  to  the  question  of  a  Congressional  caucus 
for  the  nomination  of  candidates  for  the  Presi- 
dency, Mr.  T.  said,  he  never  had  any  doubt  that 
such  a  nomination  was  a  clear  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution.  On  that  subject,  he 
believed,  his  sentimenis  were  in  print.  It  appear- 
ed to  him  preposterous  for  gentlemen  to  contend 
that,  in  making  such  a  nomination,  they  acted  in 
their  private  capacities.    Mr.  T.  here  entered  into 
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power  to  dect  the  President  of  the  United  States? 
I  hazard  ootbinff,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  saying  that  the 
power  is  not  to  lie  found  in  the  Constitution,  and 
ihat  it  is,  consequently,  an  encroachment  upon  the 
aorereigiity  of  the  people:  the  more  alarming,  in- 
asmncb  as  it  is  exercised  in  the  corrupt  atmos- 
phere of  fixecDtive patronage  and  influence.  Make 
me  President,  and  I  will  make  you  a  Minister,  a 
Secretaiy,  or,  at  all  events,  I  will  provide  you 
irith  a  good  berth,  suited  to  your  wants,  if  not  to 
jour  capacity.  And  thus  we  shall  barter  away 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  and  the 
charter  of  oar  liberties.  The  misckiel  is  abun- 
dtodr  manifest.  Let  us  not,  then,  turn  a  deaf 
ear  U>  the  admonitions  of  duty,  and  the  voice  of 
an  enlightened  eommunity,  but  rather  let  us  have 
the  magnanimity  to  return — to  leave  the  thtnf^s 
which  belong  to  the  Constitution,  even  though,  in 
doing  so,  we  part  with  some  of  our  inflnence. 
The  President  and  Congress  were  intended,  by 
the  wise  frames  of  our  Constitution,  to  act  as 
cheeks,  each  npon  the  other ;  but,  by  the  system 
at  present  practised,  they  lose  the  bNmefit  of  this 
«/ntary  provision.  For,  as  has  been  observed  by 
Of  honorable  colleague,  the  Congress  have  al- 
vays  made  the  President^  and  will  continue  to  do 
it-  Yes,  sr,  the  voice  of  that  orthodox  and  expe- 
rienced statesman  has  said  so,  and  I  have  no  rea- 
son to  doabt  the  correctness  of  his  assertion. 

It  oQght  not  to  be  said,  observed  Mr.  B.^  that  we 
are  incapable  of  acting  on  this  important  subject 
almlj  and  dispassionately.  Our  present  session 
is  comparatively  unlimited — it  is,  in  truth,  the 
long  $e>>iioo — our  table  is  not  burdened  with  im- 
poruni  basiness ;  we  sit  but  two  or  three  hours  in 
^day,  aod  but  five  days  out  of  the  week ;  this 
<)hjecUoo  cannot,  therefore,  be  sustained.  And  as 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales,  composed  of 
gentiemeo  advanced  in  years,  possessing  a  char- 
ttter,  and  justly,  too,  for  their  discretion  and  in- 
telligrnoe,  Being  hurried  away  by  passion  or  ex- 
citement, I  cannot,  said  Mr.  B.,  believe  it  for  a 
moment.  We  are  alLconvinoed  that  no  alteration 
^hemade  in  time  to  aifeet  the  approaching 
Presidential  election.  Hence,  whatever  excite- 
Bent  may  be  felt,  it  will  not  be  of  a  pernicious 
character,  bot  will  rather  tend  to  elicit  the  best 
^^  most  cfiectoal  remedy.  If  we  suffer  the  pre- 
*nt  propitious  moment  to  pass  by,  what  may  we 
expect?  Why,  sir,  that  the  nation  will  again  fall 
^^  '<>(€  of  apathy,  and  that  nothing  will  be 
<^  nnUl  the  people  are  again  called  on  to  elect 
aooiher  Chief  Magistrate,  when  we  shall  have 
^  ^eff^ate  the  recurrence  of  all  the  mischief 
at  prewat  complained  of,  and  which  threatens 
s°ch  aknniag  consequences  to  the  peace  aod  se- 
cority  of  society. 

^r.  Hatkb,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  in  reply 
to  Mr.  DicKBEsoH,  and  said,  that  he  should  cer- 
tainly have  availed  himself  of  the  present  occasion 
to  1^  to  the  additional  argument  urged  on  the 
otlwt  side  on  the  now  forbidden  topic,  but  the  de- 
c»ioo  of  the  President  (to  which  he  was  disposed 
to  bow  With  reverence)  would  induce  him  to  con- 
noe  his  i«marks  strictly  to  the  Constitutional 


question.    On  that  subject  it  was  necessary  he 
should  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the  honorable 

gentleman  from  New  Jersey.  That  gentleman 
ad  treated  the  subject  as  if  the  question  was, 
whether  the  President  should,  on  all  occasions 
hereafiter,  be  elected  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, voting  by  States,  or  by  the  joint  ballot  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives;  and  he 
had  endeavored  to  show  that  the  latter  was  the 
preferable  mode.  If  that,  said  Mr.  H.,  be  admit- 
ted to  be  the  question,  he  would  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  adhering  to  the  vote  by  States — because, 
the  Constitution  having  made  that  provision  in 
favor  of  the  small  States,  he  could  perceive  no 
reason  or  propriety  in  callioff  on  them  to  surren- 
der the  privilege  merely  for  the  purpose  of  increas- 
ing the  power  of  the  laree  States.  Power  was  of 
more  importance  to  the  former  than  it  could  be  to 
the  latter,  and  where  the  Constitution  had  con- 
fided it,  he  presumed  it  ought  not  to  be  surrender- 
ed except  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  some  essen- 
tial benefit  either  to  themselves  or  to  the  country 
at  large.  But  the  i^entleman  informs  us  that  the 
election  of  the  President  bv  the  National  Legisla- 
ture cannot  be  objectionable,  because  the  journals 
of  the  Convention  prove  that  the  great  men  who 
framed  the  Constitution  did,  at  one  stage  of  their 
deliberations,  actuallv  agree  to  that  mode  of  ap- 
pointment; though  they  afterwards  changed  their 
opinion,  and  thus  (contrary  to  the  usual  authority 
of  preceidents)  a  final  decision  against  a  measure 
is  conndered  by  the  gentleman  as  an  argument  in 
its  favor.  It  is  true,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  it  was  pro- 
posed in  the  Convention  to  elect  the  President  by 
the  National  Legislature,  and  this  proposition  was 
at  first  agreed  to ;  but  the  evils  of  that  system 
soon  began  to  be  understood ;  it  lost  friends  almost 
daily ;  and,  after  the  mature  deliberation  of  sev- 
eral months,  the  plan  was  finally  abandoned — 
only  two  States  voting  for  it.  A  short  time  after- 
wards, the  Constitution,  in  its  present  form,  pro- 
viding for  the  election  of  a  President  by  Electors, 
was  unanimously  adopted.  If  this  plan  had  been 
hastily  adopted,  and  without  comparing  it  with 
others,  it  might  be  supposed  that  it  had  not  re- 
ceived the  deliberate  sanction  of  the  Convention. 
But,  when  it  appears  that,  during  a  period  of  sev- 
eral months,  the  wisest  assembly  that  ever  met  in 
council  were  deliberatinff  on  the  question,  whe- 
ther an  election  by  the  National  Legislature  or  by 
Electors  was  to  be  preferred ;  when  it  is  found 
that  all  their  doubts  were  finally^  removed,  and 
that  they  became  thoroughly  convinced  there  was 
great  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  permittinpr 
Congress  to  interfere  m  the  choice  of  the  Presi- 
dent, their  final  adoption  of  the  Electoral  system, 
under  such  circumstances,  was  a  triumphant  au- 
thority amnst  an  election  by  the  National  Legis- 
lature. The  gentleman  from  I^ew  Jersey,  relying 
on  his  precedent,  has  not  attempted  to  answer  the 
argument  which  Mr.  H.  bad  urged  against  his 
proposition.  He  had  not  ventured  to  deny  that 
the  district  system,  in  itself,  had  a  tendency  to 
produce  a  failure  of  the  election,  and  to  bring  it 
into  Coograss.  Taking  this,  then,  as  admitted, 
the  gentienan  from  New  Jersey  had  very  natu- 
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that  a  majarity  only  coold  act  or  apeak  for  the 
party,  and  this.  Indeed,  seemed  to  be  a  sacred  prin> 
ciple,  that  could  in  no  case  be  disregarded.  But 
the  gentlemen  of  the  present  day  have  conquered 
the  difficulty  that  embarrassed  Archimedes:  when 
he  stood  a  solitary  Colossus  on  the  vortex  of  me- 
chanical science,  he  exclaimed,  "Give  me  a  place 
to  stand,  and  Til  move  the  world."  Grentlemen 
have  stricken  from  this  sentence  the  "  dos  pau  sto,'''* 
and  the  article  "kai,"  and  retain  only  the  "ton 
ko8tnon  kinezo^  They  now  propose  to  raise  the 
world  without  a  fulcrum — ^here  Mr.  K.  was  called 
to  order  by  the  Chair.  The  Presidbrt  said  that, 
tn  his  opinion,  the  debate  had,  on  the  former  davs, 
aasamea  a  much  wider  range  than  the  strict  rules 
of  order  would  authorize ;  he  himself  was  not  then 
in  the  chair ;  and  that  he  conceived  it  to  be  his 
duty,  at  this  point,  to  confine  the  discussion  to  the 
precise  question  before  the  Senate.  Mr.  Kellt 
said,  it  was  his  intention  to  have  replied  to  some 
of  the  opinions  heretofore  expressed  in  debate,  in 
favor  of  the  meeting  alluded  to;  but,  as  the  Chair 
had  decided  that  it  was  not  in  order  to  do  so,  he 
should  submit  to  the  decision,  and  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  Bajsbocr,  who  was  in  the  chair  when  the 
discussion  alluded  to  commenced,  felt  it  his  duty 
to  explain  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to 
allow  a  wider  latitude  to  that  debate  than  had 
been  indicated  to  be  proper,  by  the  Chair,  at  this 
time.  It  was  in  consequence  of  his  peculiar  situ- 
ation, in  connexion  with  that  meetmg,  that  he 
had  refrained  from-  calling  gentlemen  to  order, 
who  had  introduced  its  discussion.  He  consider- 
ed that  it  was  better  that  the  liberty  of  debate 
should  be  sometimes  abused,  than  that  it  should 
be  curtailed — the  more  especially,  as  every  gentle- 
man stood  answerable  before  the  country  for  any 
remarks  he  might  make  in  this  Senate. 

Af^er  the  lapse  of  a  few  minutes,  and  after 
another  gentleman  had  risen  to  speak,  the  Vice 
President  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  if  he  chose  to 
progress. 

'  Mr.  Kelly  then  rose,  and  observed,  that  he  un- 
derstood himself  to  have  been  deprived  of  the 
floor  bv  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  To  which  the 
Vice  President  replied,  that  th^  merits  of  the 
question  before  the  Senate  might  be  discussed, 
and  that  the  gentleman  might  progress.  Mr. 
Kelly  then  observed,  that  he  would  not  attempt 
to  evade  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  that  if  he 
eould  not  be  permitted  to  reply  to  political  doc- 
trines preached  here  for  home  consumption,  he 
had  no  wish  to  speak. 

Mr.  Brahcb,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Senate  for  the  purpose  of  submit- 
ting, for  their  consideration,  a  few  thoughts  in 
relation  to  the  important  subject-matter  under 
discussion.  He  said  it  was  due  to  the  State  he 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  for  him  to  sup- 
port the  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which 
proposes  to  establish  an  uniform  mode  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident, and  to  himself,  to  oppose  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  various  propositions  now 


pendinff.    With  the  sentiment  of  the  Legislatare 
of  the  state,  he  most  heartily  concurred. 

In  entering  on  the  subject,  he  said  thit  ke 
should  endeavor  to  conform  to  the  decisioa  of  \he 
Chair,  and  that  he  would  not  intentionally  bring 
into  discussion  matter'foreign  from  the  true  ques- 
tion before  theSenatfr— for  he  firmly  believed  that 
the  decision  of  the  presiding  officer  was  correct, 
and  ought  to  be  enforced. 

It  would  beaome  necessary  for  him,  boirerer, 
to  animadvert  on  the  Constitution  as  it  as  present, 
and  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  (he  per- 
nicious practices  which  had  obtained  and  grown 
up  under  it,  which  threatened,  ultimately,  to  sab- 
vert  the  liberties  of  the  people.  It  was  the  duty 
of  an  able  surgeon  to^Nrobe  the  wound  to  the  bot- 
tom, that  he  tuight  be  the  better  enabled  todevise 
and  apply  an  enective  remedy. 

It  would  not  be  denied,  he  said,  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Convention  which  framed  the 
Constitution  to  give  to  the  people  the  electioa  of 
their  Chief  Magistrate.  But  what  have  we  bee& 
told  by  my  highly  esteemed  friend  and  colleagoe, 
(Mr.  Macon,)  who  is  certainly  high  authority? 
Why,  that  the  President  had,  since  the  days  of 
General  Washihgton,  hem  al»af»  decUd  bjf  Con- 
grtsi. 

This,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  most  alarming  dedan- 
tion,  and  surely  it  becomes  necessary  that  soIp^ 
thing  shonld  be  done  to  prevent  that  from  taking 
place  in  future.  The  Constitution  provides,  that 
the  President  shall  be  elected  by  the  people,  throagb 
their  Electors;  hot  we  find  that  a  plan  has  be«^ 
found  out,  setting  aside  this  provision — ^the  Presij 
dent  is  to  be  chosen,  and  the  people  are  calleil 
upon  only  to  conform  to  the  will  of  their  rulersj 
Now,  if  these  unconstitutional  proceedings  are  tc 
be  continued,  and  the  President  hereafter  is  to  n 
chosen  by  Congress  aeti^  wi  oomcus^  it  is  maoifH 
that  the  Constitution  will  not  only  be  praGticallj 
altered,  but  that  a  door  will  be  opened  to  tb^ 
greatest  abuses  and  corruption.  We  will  ?ooi 
find  that  the  President  will  be  chosen  ooiy  h\ 
means  of  intrigue  and  management  with  thi 
members  of  Congress.  ' 

Is  not  the  mischief,  therefore,  abundantly  evl 
dent  ?  fiither  make  some  alteration,  so  as  to  gi^ 
efickncif  to  the  vote  of  the  people,  or  let  tbem  i 
longer  be  deluded  with  the  fallaeious  idea  ihi 
they  exercise  the  power  themselves.  It  is  o^ 
worth  while  to  disguise  the  fact  from  oorsdv^ 
We  all  see  it.  Indeed,  it  must  be  manifest  to  l| 
most  superficial  observer,  that  the  different  depa 
meats  of  the  Government,  instead  of  acting 
checks  on  each  other,  are  naturally  drawn  to  p| 
into  each  other^s  hands ;  particularly  the  fixej 
tive  and  Congress.  The  gentleman  from  N 
Jersey,  (Mr.  Dicksrsow,)  to  whom  I  have  listed 
with  much  pleasure,  has  failed  to  assign  any  t 
son  why  it  is  unsafe  to  return  the  election  (o  | 
Electors.  I  mo«t  therefore  presume,  said  Mr. 
that  none  exists. 

Let  tts,  then,  said  Mr.  B.,  throw  off  this  usu^ 
authority,  and  return  to  the  people  the  rigbti 
which  they  have  been  wrongfully  shorn.  Fi 
whence  do  the  members  of  Congress  derive 
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fiwet  to  deet  the  President  of  the  United  States? 
hazard  Dothins,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  saying  tbat  the 
power  is  not  to  uie  foand  in  the  Constitution,  and 
tbat  it  is.  consequently,  an  encroachment  upon  the 
sofereigBty  of  the  people :  the  more  alarming,  in- 
asmacb  as  it  is  exercised  in  the  corrupt  atmos- 
phere of  fixecati ve patronage  and  influence.  Make 
me  Presiitot,  and  I  will  make  you  a  Minister,  a 
See/etaiy,  or,  at  all  events,  I  will  provide  you 
irith  a  good  berth,  suited  to  your  wants,  if  not  to 
jDur capacity.  And  thus  we  shall  barter  away 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  best  interests  of  the  countrv,  and  the 
charter  of  our  liberties.  The  mischiel  is  abuo- 
dtotiv  manifest  Let  us  not,  then,  torn  a  deaf 
ear  to  the  admonitions  of  duty,  and  the  voice  of 
ao  eoligfateaed  eommunity,  but  rather  let  us  have 
the  maffQaaimity  to  return — to  leave  the  thtof^s 
vhicb  belong  to  the  Constitution,  even  though,  m 
doing  so,  we  part  with  some  of  our  influence. 
The  President  and  Congress  were  intended,  by 
the  ifite  framers  of  our  Constitution,  to  act  as 
cheeks,  each  apon  the  other ;  but,  by  the  system 
at  proent  practised,  they  lose  the  benefit  of  this 
Mlotary  provision.  For,  as  has  been  observed  bv 
Of  hoooraUe  colleague,  the  Congress  have  al- 
ways made  the  President  and  will  continue  to  do 
it.  Yes,  or,  the  voice  of  that  orthodox  and  expe- 
rkaced  staiesmaik  has  said  so,  and  I  have  no  rea- 
son to  doobt  the  correctness  of  his  assertion. 

It  ought  not  to  be  said,  observed  Mr.  B.^  that  we 
are  incapable  of  acting  on  this  important  subject 
caioif  and  dispassionately.  Our  present  session 
is  comparatively  unlimited — it  is,  in  truth,  the 
long  session — our  table  is  not  burdened  with  im- 
porunt  business ;  we  sit  but  two  or  three  hours  in 
the  day,  and  but  five  days  out  of  the  week ;  this 
<)hjeciion  cannot,  therefore,  be  sustained.  And  as 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  composed  of 
gpotiemeD  advanced  in  years,  possessing  a  char- 
icter,  and  justly,  too,  for  their  discretion  and  in- 
teiiigrnce,  being  harried  away  by  passion  or  ex- 
citement, I  cannot,  said  Mr.  B,,  believe  it  for  a 
°^oin«nt.  We  are  alLconvinoed  tbat  no  alteration 
can  be  made  in  time  to  afleet  the  approaching 
Presidentbl  election.  Hence,  whatever  excite- 
■Kttt  may  be  felt,  if  will  not  be  of  a  pernicious 
chancier,  but  will  rather  tend  to  elicit  the  best 
ud  most  eiBctnal  remedy.  If  we  suffer  the  pre- 
vnt  profHtioas  moment  to  pass  by,  what  may  we 
«<P«t?  Why,  sir,  that  the  nation  will  again  fall 
!uL^  <<><e  of  apathy,  and  that  nothing  will  be 
<^  QQttl  the  people  are  again  called  on  to  elect 
aooiher  Chief  Magistrate,  when  we  shall  have 
^  'cftecate  the  recurrence  of  all  the  mischief 
at  fnamt  complained  of,  and  which  threatens 
*aeh  alarming  consequences  to  the  peace  and  se- 
cnntyrfsociety- 

^r.  Hatn B,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  in  reply 
to  Mr.  DioKcaaoH,  and  said,  that  he  should  cer- 
ta\n\y  ^ij^  availed  himself  of  the  present  occasion 
to  T^Y  to  the  additional  argument  urged  on  the 
oiber  side  on  the  now  forbidden  topic,  but  the  de- 
cisis of  ^  President  (to  which  he  was  disposed 
to  bow  with  reverence)  would  induce  him  to  con- 
tioe  his  muirks  strictly  to  the  Constitutional 


question.  On  that  subject  it  was  necessary  he 
should  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey.  That  gentleman 
had  treated  the  subject  as  if  the  question  was, 
whether  the  President  should,  on  all  occasions 
hereafter,  be  elected  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, voting  by  States,  or  by  the  joint  hallot  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives ;  and  he 
had  endeavored  to  show  that  the  latter  was  the 
preferable  mode.  If  that,  said  Mr.  H.,  be  admit- 
ted to  be  the  question,  he  would  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  adhering  to  the  vote  by  States — because, 
the  Constitution  having  made  that  provision  in 
favor  of  the  small  States,  he  could  perceive  no 
reason  or  popriety  in  calling  on  them  to  surren- 
der the  privilege  merely  for  the  purpose  of  increas- 
ing the  power  of  the  large  States.  Power  was  of 
more  importance  to  the  former  than  it  could  be  to 
the  latter,  and  where  the  Constitution  had  con- 
fided it,  he  presumed  it  ought  not  to  be  surrender- 
ed except  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  some  essen- 
tial benefit  either  to  themselves  or  to  the  country 
at  large.  But  the  ^tleman  informs  us  that  the 
election  of  the  President  bv  the  National  Legisla- 
ture cannot  be  objectionable,  because  the  journals 
of  the  Convention  prove  that  the  great  men  who 
framed  the  Constitution  did,  at  one  stage  of  their 
deliberations,  actually  agree  to  that  mode  of  ap- 
pointment; though  they  afterwards  changed  their 
opinion,  and  thus  (contrary  to  the  usual  authority 
of  precedents)  a  final  decision  against  a  measure 
is  considered  by  the  gentleman  as  an  argument  in 
its  favor.  It  is  true,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  it  was  pro- 
posed in  the  Convention  to  elect  the  President  by 
the  National  Legislature,  and  this  proposition  was 
at  first  agreed  to ;  but  the  evils  of  that  system 
soon  began  to  be  understood ;  it  lost  friends  almost 
daily ;  and,  after  the  mature  deliberation  of  sev- 
eral months,  the  plan  was  finallv  abandoned — 
only  two  States  voting  for  it.  A  short  time  after- 
wards, the  Constitution,  in  its  present  form,  pro- 
viding for  the  election  of  a  President  by  Electors, 
was  unanimously  adopted.  If  this  plan  had  been 
hastily  adopted,  and  without  comparing  it  with 
others,  it  might  be  supposed  that  it  had  not  re- 
ceived the  deliberate  sanction  of  the  Convention. 
But,  when  it  appears  that,  during  a  period  of  sev- 
eral months,  the  wisest  assembly  that  ever  met  in 
council  were  deliberatine  on  the  question,  whe- 
ther an  election  by  the  National  Legislature  or  by 
Blecfors  was  to  be  preferred ;  when  it  is  found 
that  all  their  doubts  were  finally  removed,  and 
that  they  became  thoroughly  convinced  there  was 

Seat  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  permitting; 
ongreas  to  interfere  in  the  choice  of  the  Presi- 
dent, their  final  adoption  of  the  EHectoral  system, 
under  such  circumstances,  was  a  triumphant  au- 
thority apinst  an  election  by  the  National  Legis- 
lature. The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  relying 
on  his  precedent,  has  not  attempted  to  answer  the 
argument  which  Mr.  H.  had  urged  against  his 
proposition.  He  had  not  ventured  to  deny  that 
the  district  system,  in  itself,  had  a  tendency  to 
produce  a  failure  of  the  election,  and  to  bring  it 
into  Coograss.  Taking  this,  then,  as  admitted, 
the  gentlcDan  from  New  Jersey  had  very  natu- 
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rally  considered  himself  as  called  upon,  in  defence 
of  nis  propositions,  to  prove  that  the  election  of 
the  President  hy  Congress  would  be  free  from  ob- 
jection. But,  said  Mr.  H.,  has  he  succeeded  in 
doing  this  7  Mr.  Q.  had,  on  a  former  occasion, 
contended  that  the  interference  of  the  members  of 
Congress  in  the  Presidential  election,  whether 
they  voted  by  States  or  by  polls — whether  they 
voted  in  their  legislative  or  any  other  capacity, 
must  always  be  attended  with  great  danger  to  the 
liberties  of  the  country ;  that  it  would  be  destruc- 
tive of  the  purity  of  legislation,  confound  the  sep- 
arate departments  of  the  Government,  expose  to 
temptation,  to  intrigue,  and  finally  to  corruption, 
the  representatives  of  the  people ;  and  that  it  was 
against  these  evils  the  Constitution  was  intended 
to  guard.  None  of  these  arguments  has  the  gen- 
tleman answered ;  but  he  turns  from  the  subject, 
and  alleffes  that  my  proposition  (said  Mr.  H.) 
aims  as  latal  a  blow  at  tne  rights  of  the  small 
States  as  his  own,  and  triumphantly  asks,  "  if  I 
am  prepared  to  surrender  any  power  of  the  small 
States  without  an  equivalent,  without  a  price,  and 
adds,  that  he  is  not  willing  to  do  so."  Now,  said 
Mr.  H.,  the  proposition  I  nave  submitted,  has  for 
its  object  to  efiect  the  election  of  the  President  by 
the  people,  and  to  keep  it  entirely  out  of  the  hands 
of  Congress.  If  this  involved  the  surrender  of 
the  contingent  power  of  the  small  States  to  elect 
the  President  bv  States,  in  the  event  of  the  failure 
of  the  election  oy  the  people,  that  surrender  was 
founded  on  the  belief  that,  to  etect  the  President 
by  the  people,  was  to  carry  into  effect  the  true  in- 
tention of  the  Constitution,  and  to  avoid  evils  of 
very  great  magnitude,  which  must  result  from  an 
election  by  Congress. 

Mr.  Hayne  said  he  was  satisfied  that  the  small 
States,  from  their  devotion  to  the  Union,  would 
be  unwilling  to  give  up  the  contingent  power 
alluded  to,  provided  a  plan  could  be  devised  by 
which  the  choice  of  the  President,  by  the  Elect- 
ors, could  be  secured;  and  they  would  do  this 
"without  any  equivalent,"  except  that  which 
would  be  derived  from  promoting  the  permanent 
prosperity  and  glory  of  the  country.  He  was  per- 
suaded that  the  patriotic  State  he  had  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent  would  prefer  that  the  Presi- 
dent should,  m  all  cases,  be  chosen  by  the  Elect- 
ors, than  that  he  should  be  chosen  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  voting  even  by  States.  To 
keep  that  election  from  Congress,  (an  election 
which,  with  its  attendant  circumstances,  could 
not  but  disturb  the  harmony  and  impair  the  purity 
of  that  body,)  the  small  States  would,  he  was 
confident,  be  found  willing  to  unite  in  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution.  But,  if  the  course  of 
legislation  was  to  be  disturbed,  and  Congress  are 
to  elect  the  President,  the  small  States  never 
would,  and  never  ousht  to,  consent  to  change  the 
mode  of  voting.  They  would,  from  their  devo- 
Xioii  to  liberty,  make  a  sacrifice  of  a  portion  of 
their  power  on  the  altar  of  their  country ;  but 
they  would  never  make  it  merely  to  add  to  the 

Siwer  of  others.    The  difference,  then,  said  Mr. 
.,  between  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  and 
himself  consisted  in  this — the  geDtieman  was  wil- 


ling to  surrender  the  power  of  voting  for  a  Presi- 
dent by  States,  and  was  disposed  to  accept  in  Ilea 
of  it  a  joint  Inllot  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives;  while  Mr.  H.,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  unwilling  to  make  that  surrender,  aniess  the 
choice  of  the  President  bv  the  people  could  be 
secured,  without  any  possible  interference  by  Con- 

fress.    Mr.  H.  said  he  was  satisfied  that  the  State 
e  represented,  and  the  small  States  generally, 
woula  never  be  tempted  to  wish  that  the  deciioo 
of  a  President  should  fail,  even  though  their  in- 
fluence in  the  election  might  thereby  be  increased. 
This  was  the  principle  on  which  he  was  prepared 
to  act.    It  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  impracu- 
cable  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  as  to  secure 
an  election  by  the  Electors.    In  the  event  of  a 
failure  at  the  first  ballot,  let  them  be  required  to 
make  a  second  attempt,  tmder  such  circumstances 
as  will  secure  an  election.    He  saw  no  insoner- 
able  difficulty  in  arranging  the  details  of  such  a 
plan.    But,  if  the  gentleman  could  show  that  the 
plan  was  wholly  impracticable,  and  the  election 
cannot,  by  any  means,  be  kept  out  of  Congress, 
then,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  be  compelled  to  come 
to  the  conclusion,  that  the  Constitution  mast  re- 
main as  it  is,  until  further  experience  shall  sug- 
gest a  remedy  for  the  evils  we  are  destined  to  suf- 
fer.   One  thing  he  considered  certain,  that  the 
small  States  never  would  consent  to  change  the 
present  mode  of  election  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  any  other  in  which  Congress  should 
have  any  concern,  however  they  mieht  be  dis- 
posed to  unite  in  any  plan  which  would  effect  the 
choice  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  by  the  unbiassed 
sufirages  of  the  people. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  replied,  that  he  had  not  mi^^ 
understood  the  gentleman.  He  had  not  supposetj 
his  argument  in  favor  of  an  election  of  a  Presii 
dent  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  exaciJ] 
the  reverse.  When,  however,  the  operations  o| 
the  resolutions  reported,  are  considered,  it  oogl^ 
to  be  with  reference  to  tne  Coastitation  as  it  no^ 
stands.  Is  it  more  safe  to  trust  the  two  Housej 
of  Congress,  voting  by  joint  ballot,  with  the  ele<? 
lion  of  President,  or  to  trust  the  House  of  Rept^ 
sentatives  alone,  voting  by  States  ?  The  prop^ 
sition  of  the  gentleman,  to  send  the  election  ba? 
to  the  Electors,  after  their  first  ballot  shall  ba^ 
failed,  is  subject  to  insuperable  olMections,  asms 
be  shown  when  this  ix>int  shall  be  considerel 
One  decisive  objection  is,  that  no  good  could  u 
suit  from  sending  the  question  back  to  the  vni 
who  had  made  up  and  expressed  their  min 
upon  the  subject ;  who  had  decided,  and,  by  th^ 
decision,  precluded  all  reasonable  hope  of  comi^ 
by  fair  means,  to  a  choice,  by  the  requisite  nj 
jority.  But,  if  there  were  no  objections  of  t{ 
character  against  this  proposition,  it  would  s| 
be  as  much  an  abandonment  of  the  rights  of  1 
small  States,  as  a  choice  by  the  two  Houses 
Congress  in  the  last  resort;  and  much  mor^ 
than  is  contemplated  bv  the  resolution  reporl 
as  that  requires  an  equal  concession  of  power 
the  part  of  the  great  States.  Yet  no  suspicion  i 
be  entertained  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
any  unfriendly  feelings  towards  the  small  Sta 
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He  considers  the  election  of  a  Pre:fident  in  the 
Hoase  of  Representatives,  under  any  circum- 
siaDces,  as  an  enormous  evil,  which  he  would 
remedy  by  making  a  sacrifice  greater,  perhaps, 
than  may  be  found  necessary,  and  certainly  too 
^reat,  if  it  is  to  be  at  the  expense  of  the  small 
States  exclusively. 

Mr.  Macon  rose  in  explanation  of  the  allusion 
made  by  bis  honorable  colleague  to  bis  remark, 
tbat  tbe  President  had  always  oeen,  with  the  ex- 
cepiioo  of  General  Washington,  elected  by  Con- 
gress. He  repeated  the  ob^rvation,  with  a  firm 
conrictioa  ot  its  correctness,  that  this  had  been 
tbe  case,  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  always  would  be 
tbe  case.  If  the  members  of  Congress  did  not  act 
in  caucas,  they  would  influence  the  people  in 
bome  otber  way.  The  people  were  always  writing 
to  the  members  to  get  their  opinion  upon  the  dit^ 
fereot  candidates,  and  their  opinions  would  have 
great  effect.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  willing  to  alter 
tbe  Coostitution,  but  Congress^  said  he,  will  elect 
tbe  Praldent,  be  the  Constitution  what  it  may. 

Tbe  qoestion  was  then  put,  on  postponing  the 
whole  subject  indefinitely,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmatire— yeas  30,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

ITui— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Brown, 
Cbaodkr,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Eston,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay,  HajM,  Holmes  of  Missistippi,  Johnson  of  Ksn- 
tncky,  Henty  Johnson,  Josish  8.  Johnston,  Kslly, 
KiD^of  Alabana,  King  of  Now  York,  Knight,  Lsn- 
mao.Ubjdof  Hsssachosstts,  Mills,  Pslmer,  Psrrott, 
Sejmoor,  Talbot,  Taylor  o(  Indians,  Tsylor  of  Vir- 
Siaia,  Vaa  Djks,  snd  WUlisms. 

Nif  i— Mcasn.  Benton,  Brsnch,  Dicksrson,  Elliott, 
Holmef  of  Maine,  Lowris,  Mscon,  Nobis,  Ruggles, 
^itb,  Thomas,  Van  Bursn,  snd  Wsre. 

Soiiwas  resoWed  that  the  said  resolution  be 
:odefiDitely  postponed. 


Tuesday,  March  23. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken  tuck  v,  from  the  Commit- 
'€e  00  MilitaryA&in*,  to  wnom  was  referred  the 
Qiemortal  of  William  Duane.  made  a  report,  ac- 
j^^mpaaied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Wii- 
liamDoane*  which  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed 
to  a  secottd  reading. 

^r-  Hbikt  JoBHeoN  submitted  the  following 
■»tioo  for  eottsideration  : 

^^^ohti  That  the  Committeo  on  the  Public  Lands 
•directed  to  inqaire  into  the  aipsdiency  of  sothor- 
H  the  Seoslsry  of  Trsssury  to  csnss  ths  swsrop 
^^iatbeStsts  at  Louisisns,  belonging  to  ths  in- 
ttaati  of  ths  parishes  of  Attskspss,  Opelonsss,  snd 
foj^  to  be  surveyed,  snd  scpsrsted  from  ths 
Iblic  itmmt  snd  priTsts  dsims. 

Mr.  LowiiE  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 

.2  btll  extending  the  benefit  of  copy-rights  to 

'  aarbors  of  paintings  or  drawings ;  which  was 

ii  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

l&  V^TSQance  of  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr. 

iBXiics,  of  Kentucky,  asked  leave  to  introduce 

j joint  leaolation,  to  authorize  the  President  of 

~  Uoited  States  to  purchase  of  Rembrandt  Peale 

>  equestrian  portrait  of  Washington  ;  provided 

'  same  eaa  be  obtained  for  a  sum  not  to  exceed 

IBtb  Com.  ist  Ssaa*— 14 


95,000.  Leave  was  accordingly  granted.  The 
resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing* 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  express- 
ing, as  their  opinion,  that  further  and  more  effec- 
tual measures  should  be  adopted  by  Congress  for 
the  promotion  and  protection  of  American  manu- 
factures; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  requesting 
their  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress 
to  use  their  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a 
law  authorizing  them  to  select  and  locate  certain 
portions  of  the  public  lands  within  the  State,  for 
the  use  of  schools,  in  conformity  to  the  compact 
between  that  State  and  the  United  States;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  recom- 
mending to  Conffress  the  consideration  of  a  sys- 
tem providing  for  the  gradual  emancipation  of 
persons  of  color,  held  in  servitude  in  the  United 
States ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
^'An.act  giving  the  consent  and  sanction  of  Con- 
gress to  a  certain  ac^  of  the  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Sarah  Chitwood ;"  and  it  was  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  terms  ot  hold- 
ing the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
District  of  Illinois,"  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  the  bill  supplementary  to  "An 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  certain 
turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  and 
it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition  of 
Isaac  Russell,  praying  a  peiision ;  which  was  read, 
and  referrred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider^  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  ordinance  and  acts 
of  Congress  for  the  government  of  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and,  on  mo- 
tion, it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  re- 
lative to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
postponed  to  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  declaring  the  consent 
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of  Congress  to  the  revocation  of  certain  parts  of 
the  ordinances  therein  mentioned ;  and,  on  motion, 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  enclosing  the  bu- 
rial ground  of  Christ  Church  parish ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  further  to  amend  the 
judicial  system  of  tne  United  States,  and  provi- 
ding for  tne  holding  of  circuit  courts;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Ben- 
ton, directing  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extinguishing  the 
Indian  title  to  lands  on  the  south  side  of  Lake  Su- 
perior, supposed  to  contain  valuable  copper  mines, 
was  again  read,  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  to  "abolish  imprisonment  for  debt," 
was  again  taken  up  for  consideration.  Mr.  Van 
Dyke  opposed  an  amendment  in  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  providing  that  the  creditor  shall 
have  power  to  put  questions  to  the  debtor,  to  be 
answered  on  oath,  respecting  the  disposition  of  his 
property.  The  bill  was  then  postponed,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
"  providing  for  the  necessary  surveys  tor  roads  and 
canals,"  was  next  taken  up.  Mr.  Benton  pro- 
posed, by  way  of  amendment  to  this  bill,  an  entire 
new  bill.  The  amendment  was  read,  and  the  sub- 
ject was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for,  Thursday  next. 

The  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  H.  Jobnson,  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  "  fur  tne  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Don  Harpin 
de  la  Guatrais"  was  taken  up  for  con5ideration,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  bill  proposes  to 
relinquish  the  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in 
Louisiana,  to  the  persons  for  whose  relief  it  is 
drawn,  they  havinff  held  the  Spanish  titles  to  the 
same,  the  records  of  which  have  been  destroyed  by 
fire. 

Mr.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  stated  the  grounds 
upon  which  this  claim  was  founded.  Some  remarks 
were  made  upon  it,  by  Messrs.  Kino,  of  Alabama, 
Chandler,  and  Eaton.  The  bill  was  then  re- 
ported to  the  Senate  without  amendment,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  "supplementary  to  the  several  acts  provi- 
ding for  the  ascertaining  of  land  claims,  in  the  St. 
Helena  and  Jackson  Districts,  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana," was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  The  sum  of  81,500,  the  an- 
nual salary  to  be  allowed  to  the  registers  of  the 
land  offices,  and  the  receivers  of  public  moneys, 
to  be  appointed  under  this  act,  was  stricken  out, 
and  a  niotion  was  made  to  insert  $800  in  lieu  of 
it.  This  amendment  underwent  some  discussion, 
in  relation  to  the  duties  to  be  performed  by  these 
officers,  in  which  Messrs.  H.  Johnson,  Rugoles, 
Kino,  of  Alabama,  LowRiB,and  Eaton,  took  part. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Johnson,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Claims, 


"  for  therelief  of  Captain  Thomas  Staniford,"  was 
taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  This  bill  provides  for  the  release  of  the 
petitioner  from  a  judgment  for  $7,282  92,  found 
against  him,  in  favor  of  the  United  States.  The 
petitioner  was  a  deputy  pa v master  during  the  late 
war — previous  to  the  settlement  of  his  accouDts 
with  the  proper  department,  bis  documents  and 
vouchers  were  lost,  by  fire,  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  In  consequence  of  this  loss,  he  has  since 
been  unable  to  settle  his  accounts;  and  this  judg- 
ment has  been  found  against  him,  although  he  is 
not;  in  fact,  indebted  to  the  Qovernment.  Mr. 
Rugoles  stated  the  merits  of  this  case;  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  "  for  the  relief  of  John  McAlister,  and  the 
heirs  of  John  Forbes,"  was  next  taken  up  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  This  bill  proposes  to  relin- 
quish the  title  to  a  certain  tract  or  land,  to  the  per- 
sons for  whose  relief  it  is  drawn ;  their  individual 
titles  to  be  ascertained  and  settled  in  a  court  of 
justice.  The  grounds  of  the  bill  were  explained 
by  Messrs.  Barton,  and  King,  of  Alabama,  and 
Mr.  Chandler  opposed  it.  It  was  then  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time,  17  to  14. 

The  bill  introduced,  some  time  since,  by  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  Virginia,  "  to  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  certain  pecuniary  claims  against  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  was  taken  up,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Monday  next 

ARKANSAS  BOUNDARY. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  17th  December  last,  the  me- 
morial of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
to  fix  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas ;  which  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed 
to  a  second  reading. — The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  menoorialists  represent  that  the  line,  pre- 
scribed by  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  CoDgrws,  for 
the  western  boaodary  of  the  Territory  of  ArkansMi 
wiU  pass  through  the  counties  of  Miller  and  Crawford, 
and  leave  a  proportion  of  the  population  of  the  nid 
couoties  on  the  outside  of  said  line  and  beyond  tb« 
jariidiction  of  said  Territory  ;  and  they  pray  that  the 
line  may  be  altered,  and  fixed  ao  far  west  as  will  in* 
elude  the  residue  of  said  counties  and  their  iohabi- 
tants. 

By  information  derived  from  the  Delegate  of  said 
Territory,  the  committee  are  informed  that  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  thus  cut  off  from  the  government 
under  which  they  had  lived,  amounts  to  about  twelve 
hundred  souls ;  and  the  inquiries  which  present  them* 
selves,  are :  1st.  Whether  the  said  inhabitants  shall 
be  left  as  they  are,  without  law  to  govern  them  t  3d. 
or,  Whether  they  shall  be  compelled  to  come  within 
the  present  limiU  of  the  7'erritory  ?  3d.  or,  Whether 
the  western  boundary  shall  be  extended  to  include 
them? 

The  first  alternative  the  committee  reject,  for  teatonk 
too  obvioos  to  require  specification.  'So  the  second. 
many  objections  are  found,  arising  fron^  the  organised 
atate  of  the  counties ;  the  c^tmt  whicii  many  of  the 
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ioliibiUoU  let  up  for  pre-emption  rights,  under  the 
tctofCoBgresfof  thol2thof  April,  1814;  and,ahove 
illf  from  the  fkct,  that,  by  an  order  inued  from  the 
Wu  Beptrtmeot,  the  15th  December,  1818,  a  line 
druwD  from  the  eonrce  of  the  Koamichi,  to  the  lource 
of  the  PoteiQ,  wa«  fixed  as  the  limit  of  western  set- 
tieiaeDti  in  Arkansas,  and  settlers  west  of  that  line 
wen  oniend  to  be  removed  to  the  east  of  it ;  in  the 
exeeiidoB  of  which  order,  by  the  commanding  officer 
of  Fort  Smith,  on  the  Arkansas  river,  the  settlers  in 
the  oow  eonoties  of  Miller  and  Crawford  were  not  re- 
mofed,  hecsuse  iiMind  to  be  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
wA  lioe.  The  third  alternative  is,  therefore,  adopted 
bj  the  committee,  as  well  for  the  reasons  growing  out 
of  the  objections  to  the  first  and  second,  as  because  a 
liiii  farther  west  will  divide  into  two  equal  parts  the 
ternl07  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Arkansas,  east 
of  the  Mexican  bonndarj,  and  will  give  to  the  future 
Sute  of  Arkansas  that  power  and  magnitude,  to  which, 
u  1  frontier  State,  in  relation  both  to  a  foreign  nation 
tod  nomerons  Indian  tribes,  it  will  be  justly  entitled. 

The id^'ostaent  of  the  Indian  boundary  lines  not  be- 
iog  t  rabject  of  legislation,  the  committee  do  not  make 
uj  report  upon  the  existing  boundary  between  the 
ChoAwi  and  white  settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Ar- 
kuni.  They  leave  that  subject  to  the  operation  of 
tiettia  made  or  to  be  made,  and  report  a  bill  solely 
for  ihe  extension  of  the  western  boundary  line  of  the 
Territoij  of  Arkansas. 


Wednesday,  March  24. 

Mr.  SxiTH,  from  the  Committee  od  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
makioj^  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
mem  lor  the  year  1824,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments; which  were  read. 

Mr.LowBiE  laid  on  the  table  a  letter  from  the 
Coinmissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  en- 
closing statements  showing  the  quantity  of  land 
s^uteyed,  the  quantity  remaining  unsold,  the  esti- 
Duied  qaantinr  to  be  surveyed  in  each  district,  and 
tbeamoQ&t  of^money  due  trom  individuals  on  the 
31st  December.  1820,  and  the  30th  September,  1821 
ud  1823;  and  also  the  quantity  sold,  and  amount 
of  inrehase  money  under  the  credit  and  cash  sys- 
temp^icspeetively,  and  the  quantity  relinquished 
undwiheacl  of  1821,  with  the  amount  for  which 
it  sold.  The  letter  and  statements  were  ordered 
to  be  primed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Viir  Bdren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
jodiciarf,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Charles  S.  Hempstead,  and  others,  members  of 
^  ^r  in  Missouri,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  District  Courts  In  the  District 
of  Misoari;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
s€cottd  reading. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Colombia,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition 
of  Hezekiah  Langley  and  Benjamin  M.  Belt,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Langley 
lad  Beajamin  M.  Belt ;  which  was  read,  and 
pa«ed  to  a  second  reading. 

Ml.  Baeton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
^^Ji'^JJorted  a  bill  to  establish  a  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral s  OflSce  in  the  Territory  of  Arkan.sas ;  which 
vas  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BiKTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 


Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Surveyor  General  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  one  Surveyor  General  of  the  lands  of 
the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Mississippi,  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ruooles.  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Demas  Deming. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  remonstrance  of  Thos. 
Carr,  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of 
Georgetown,  South  Carolina,  against  the  passage 
of  the  bill  now  before  Congress,  to  increase  the  ^ 
duties  on  imports ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  ' 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

The  bill  releasing  to  John  McAlister,  or  the 
legal  representatives  of  John  Forbes,  a  certain 
tract  of  land,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Don  Har- 
pin  de  la  Gautrals  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas  Stan- 
iford  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  extending  the  benefit  of  copy-rights  to 
the  authors  of  paintings  and  drawings  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  procure  an  equestrian  portrait  of 
Washington,  was  read  the  second  time;  and,  on 
motion,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill,  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  ^*An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District 
of  Illinois,''  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  to  direct  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing 
certain  swamp  lands  in  Louisiana  to  be  surveyed ; 
and,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  '^  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1824,"  with  the  several 
amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Committee 
on  Finance  in  the  Senate. 

The  several  amendments  proposed  in  the  details 
of  the  bill,  were  taken  up,  in  course.  The  com- 
mittee propose  to  reduce  the  appropriation  agreed 
to  in  the  House,  for  surveying  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States,  from  $100,000  to  »60,000.  A 
discussion  took  place  upon  the  propriety  of  reduc- 
ing this  item ;  in  which  Messrs.  Smith,  Lowrie, 
RuGULEs,  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Holmes,  of 
Maine,  CnANnLER,  Williams,  Hayne,  and  Ea- 
ton, engaged.    The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  next  amendment  was,  to  strike  out  the 
amount  of  flllJ60,  "  for  improving  the  Capitol 
square,  and  painting  the  railing  round  the  same.'' 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  sum  of  $3,000.    Mr. 
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Smith  explained  the  reasons  for  proi>osing  this 
increase.  Messrs.  Macon,  and  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
made  some  few  remarks  upon  the  subject ;  ana 
the  amendment  was  then  carried. 

The  committee  propose  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
inserting  a  new  clause  as  follows :  "  for  mduat- 
ing  and  improving  the  grounds  attached  to  the 
President's  House,  $2,000."  This  was  also  agreed 
to. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  sum  of 
$40,000,  "for  the  relief  of  the  sick^  disabled,  and 
destitute  seamen,  in  foreign  countries  "  should  be 
stricken  out,  and  $30,000  inserted  for  tnat  purpose. 
This  amendment  was  adopted. 

They  also  recommend  that  the  appropriation  "  for 
the  Consul  General  at  Paris,  $2,000,"  be  stricken 
out  entirely.  This  amendment  was  suoported  by 
Messrs.  Smith,  King,  of  New  York,  ana  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Parrott,Llotd, 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Lowrie.  The  discussion 
turned  upon  the  question,  whether  this  officer  was 
necessary,  or  not.    The  amendment  was  lost. 

The  next  amendment  proposes  to  strike  out 
$18,000,  the  sum  appropriated  "  for  the  payment  of 
the  salaries  of  the  Commissioner  and  Arbitrator, 
under  the  Istarticleof  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  half 
the  salaries  of  their  Secretary  and  Messenger ;" 
and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  sum  of  $2,500, 
together  with  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  last 
year's  appropriation.  Mr.  Smith  stated  the  rea- 
sons which  induced  the  committee  to  propose  this 
reduction.  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  moved  to 
insert,  also,  "  an  agent"  to  be  connected  with  this 
commission,  and  spoke  in  support  of  the  propriety 
of  havine  a  public  agent  before  the  commis- 
sioners. Mr.  Smith  opposed  this  motion ;  and, 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  he.  stated  that  he 
had  been  informed,  by  a  gentleman  who  acted  as 
affent  for  individual  claimants,  in  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  that  the  amount  recovered.  Tor  slaves 
taken  from  those  two  States,  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  commission.  Mr. 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  also  opposed  the  motion  for 
the  insertion  of  an  agent,  and  Mr.  Barbour  advo- 
cated it  at  much  length,  denying  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Smith,  and  controverting  and  answering  all 
the  arguments  of  the  opposers  of  the  appropriation. 
Without  taking  the  question,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  25. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  instant,  reported 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  hold  a  treatv 
with  the  Indians  owning  the  country  on  the  soutn 
side  of  Lake  Superior,  for  the  purpose  of  extin- 
guishing their  title  to  certain  districts  supposed  to 
contain  valuable  mines  of  copper;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navv  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1824,"  in  whicn  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 


The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  WiUiaai 
Duane ;  the  bill  to  alter  the  times  for  holding  the 
District  Court  in  the  district  of  Missouri ;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Langley  and  Benjamin 
M.  Belt ;  and  the  bill  to  establish  a  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral's office  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  were, 
severally,  read  the  second  time. 

GENERAL  APPRO PRIATIO?i  BILL. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
bill  from  the  other  House,  ^'  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  1821,^' 
with  the  several  amendments  proposed  thereto,  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Senate,  was 
again  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  propose  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  sum  of  SXSjOOO,  ap- 
propriated "  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the 
Commissioner  and  Arbitrator,  under  the  first  ar- 
ticle of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  half  the  salary  of 
their  Secretary,  and  half  the  contingent  expenses 
of  said  commission ;"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  i 
the  sum  of  $2,500,"  together  with  the  unexpended 
balance  of  the  last  year's  appropriation  k>r  this 
purpose. 

'  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  yesterdajr  moved  to 
amend  this  amendment,  by  including,  m  this  item, 
a  provision  for  a  "  public  agent,"  to  take  care  of  the 
claims  before  this  commission.  That  motion  be- 
ing under  consideration,  when  the  Senate  ad- 
journed yesterday,  the  question  again  recurred 
upon  it.  Mr.  Smith  made  some  further  remarks^ 
in  opposition  to  the  motion.  It  was  opposed,  aiso^ 
by  Messrs.  Van  Dtke,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Noble^ 
and  Macon  ;  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Jobn8oX| 
of  Kentucky,  Eaton,  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
Barbour,  Kino,  of  New  York,  and  Hayne. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  observed  that  the  geni 
tleman  from  Delaware  having  inquired  by  whai 
authority  the  proposed  agent  was  appointed,  an<{ 
what  is  the  nature  of  the  appointment,  he  woolc 
state  the  opinion  which  be  entertained  on  the  suka 
ject.  The  agency  in  question  having  no  conaeat 
ion  with  the  Legislature  or  the  Judiciary,  he  com 
ceived  it  to  be  wholly  of  an  Executive  cnaracted 
proceeding  from,  and  having  relation  to  the  £1  j 
ecutive  power,  which,  bv  the  Constitution,  i 
vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Tl^ 
President  is  authorized  to  nominate,  and,  by  tVi 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint  an 
bassadors,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  « 
other  officers  of  the  United  States  whose  appoic 
ments  are  not,  by  the  Constitution,  otherwise  p>4 
vided  for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  1^ 
The  enumerated  officers  are  created  by  the  O  c^ 
stitution  ;  various  other  officers  of  the  Uciii 
States  are  provided  for  by  law.  Executive  s^j 
vices  which  from  time  to  time  may  be  requi^i 
and  concerning  which  no  law  has  made  provi^i^ 
from  the  beginning,  have  been  performed  oy  a^^a 
appointed  by  the  President  alone.  Should  sucfta.  i 
pointments  be  made  unnecessarilv,  and,  in  tnak:! 
them,  it  should  be  believed  by  the  Congress     ^j 
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the  Execative  power  is  employed  corruptly  or  im- 
proTidentljr,  they  will  check  such  appointments  by 
lefosing  to  appropriate  mone>^  to  aefra^r  the  ex- 
penses of  them.  Congress,  in  exercising  such 
check,  will  act  with  the  discretion  and  caution 
that  (he  occasion  calls  for,  manifesting  the  con- 
sideration and  confidence  which  harmony  between 
the  co-ordinate  departments  of  the  Government 
leqaires. 

Thus,  soon  after  Greneral  Washington  became 
President,  Baron  Steuben  was  sent  to  Greneral 
Halderman,  the  Goyemor  and  Commander-in- 
chief  of  Canada,  to  ascertain  whether  he  was 
authorized  and  prepared  to  deliver  the  northern 
posts,  pursuant  to  the  treaty  of  peace ;  and,  upon 
Geoenil  Halderman's  declining  to  deliver  them, 
Mr.  GouTemeur  Morris,  then  m  Europe  on  his 
phrate  business,  was  authorized  by  the  President, 
General  Washington,  to  proceed  from  France  to 
Eogland,  to  inquire  of  the  English  Ministry  whe- 
ther orders  had  been  or  would  be  sent  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief in  Canada  to  e?acuate  the  Ameri- 
caa  posts,  according  to  treaty.  The  Baron  Steu- 
ben and  Mr.  G.  Morris  were  Executive  agents  on 
these  occasions.  Soon  after  the  commencement  of 
the  war  between  France  and  Great  Britain,  the 
November  Order  of  Council  was  issued  in  Eng- 
land, by  which  their  armed  vessels  were  instructed 
to  detain,  and  send  into  port  for  adjudication,  all 
American  vessels  employed  in  a  trade  which  they 
were  not  permitted  to  carry  on  in  peace ;  and  the 
British  ships  of  war  detained  American  ships,  and 
impressed  their  seamen  in  the  West  India  seas. 
These  proceedings  induced  President  Washing- 
TOH  (0  send  Mr.  Higginson,  of  Boston,  to  the 
West  Indies,  as  an  azent,  to  visit  the  British 
istaods,  and  to  obtain  from  the  Courts  of  Admi- 
nltj  copies  of  the  decrees  of  condemnation  of 
American  vessels  and  cargoes,  and  to  send  these 
to  the  United  States  or  to  London.  About  the 
ame  time  Captain  Talbot,  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States  was  sent  by  General  Washington, 
IS  an  a^t,  to  assist  and  recover  the  American 
Mvnen  impressed  into  the  British  service.  Cap- 
tain Talbot  proceeded  to  Jamaica,  and  other  Eng- 
lish islands,  and  afforded  ^reat  assistance  and  pro- 
tection to  impressed  American  seamen. 

Mr.  Samuel  Bayard  was  contemporaneously 
>^f  bf  General  Washington,  as  an  aeent,  to 
England,  to  enter,  in  the  Hieh  Court  of  Admi- 
^ty,  appeab  from  the  colonial  Admiralty  Courts, 
to  e&^ge  proctors  to  assist  him,  and  to  place  in 
^eii  hands  the  colonial  decrees  of  condemnation 
of  American  vessels  and  cargoes.  All  of  these 
•gencitt -^ere  derived  from  mere  Executive  ap- 
pointments; they  were  faithfully  executed,  and 
contrihoted  mucn  to  protect  the  rights  and  to  se- 
carethe  property  of  our  countrymen. 

After  the  treatjr  with  Great  Britain,  of  1794, 
two  sets  of  Commissioners  met  in  America.  One, 
concerning  the  river  St.  Croix,  assembled  at  Hali- 
fax ;  another,  concerning  debts,  convened  at  Phil- 
adelphia. A  third  set  of  Commissioners  met  at 
London.  Concerning  the  debts,  an  asent  was 
authorized  by  law  to  be  anpointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate,  to  be  employed  before  the  Phila- 


delphia commission.  Concerning  the  river  St. 
Croix,  an  agent  was  appointed  either  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, that  State  beinff  concerned  in  the  settle- 
ment of  tnis  boundary.  In  respect  to  the  London 
Commissioners,  three  successive  agents  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  President.  The  first,  Mr.  Bayard, 
oy  President  Washington  ;  the  second,  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Cabot,  by  General  Washington,  or  by  his  suc- 
cessor, Mr.  Adams ;  the  third,  Mr.  Erving,  who  su- 
perseded Mr.  Cabo^  by  President  Jefferson.  These 
appointments,  except  the  agent  before  the  Phila- 
delphia commission,  were  not  made  in  pursuance 
of  any  law,  but  considered  as  Executive  agencies, 
appointed  and  employed  by[  the  Executive  alone. 

Under  Mr.  Jefferson,  or  his  successors,  Mr.  Poin- 
sett, in  South  America ;  Mr.  B.  Provost,  in  Peru ; 
Messrs.  Rodney^  Bland,  and  Breckenridge,  at  Bu- 
enos Ayres ;  Mr.  Baptiste  Irvine,  at  Garaccas ; 
Mr.  Tod,  in  Colombia,  and  Mr.  Robinson  in  Mex- 
ico, have  been  employed  as  Executive  agents,  all 
bein^  appointed  by  the  Executive  alone,  no  law 
creating  their  respective  employment  having  been 
made.  Each  and  all  these  agents  have  been  paid 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  ;  ap- 
propriations for  which  must,  from  time  to  time, 
nave  been  made. 

Whether  these  agencies  have  been  carried  fur- 
ther than  they  ought  to  have  been,  Mr.  K.  could 
ffive  no  information ;  but  no  opposition  is  recol- 
lected to  have  been  made  to  them.  Within  suit- 
able limits,  the  ])ower  of  the  Executive  to  employ 
Mfents  to  obtain  information,  with  which  his  office 
requires  he  should  be  furnished,  will  hardly  be 
doubted ;  and  the  practice  is  the  usase  of  all  other 
nations,  and  has  been  that  of  the  United  States 
from  the  beginning,  and  under  all  the  Presidents. 
The  present  agency  is  thought  to  be  important, 
and  useful  to  the  States  whose  citizens  lost  their 
slaves ;  and,  according  to  former  precedents,  this 
agency  is  weU  justified ;  it  is  deemed  requisite  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whose  Department  the 
subject  belongs ;  it  has  received  the  approbation 
of  the  American  Commissioner  and  Arbitrator ; 
and,  as  the  average  value  of  the  lost  slaves,  the 
most  important  preliminary  point,  yet  remains  to 
be  determined,  the  assistance  of  the  agent  con- 
tinues to  be  useful,  if  not  absolutely  necessary. 
Should  the  agent  be  discontinued,  the  session  of 
the  Commissioners  will  be  prolonged,  and  its  ex- 
pense thereby  enlarged ;  so  that  the  continuance 
of  the  agency  will  not  only  be  of  general  utility, 
but  a  measure  of  positive  economy. 

The  question  on  Mr.  King's  motion  was  then 
put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmati?e,  25  to  13.  The 
discussion  on  this  subject  was  continued  till  four 
o'clock.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and 
were  as  follows : 

YsAB — Meim.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Fiodlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of 
Miflsisiippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry 
Johnson,  Jonah  8.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Mc- 
Ilvaine,  Parrott,  Rugglea,  Seymour,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
and  Ware~25. 

Nats — Mesars.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Dickerson, 
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Holmes  of  Maine,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Noble,  Smith,  Tay- 
lor of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van  Baren,  and  Van  Dyke 
—18. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  26. 

Mr.  Noble  mo  red  to  discharge  the  Comoiittee 
on  Pensions  from  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
«  tion  of  the  27th  January,  instructing  said  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing 
James  Morrow  upon  the  pension  list;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  said  motion  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  memorial  of  An- 
thony C.  Cazenore,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, remonstrating  aniinst  a  recession  of  that  part 
of  said  District  to  the  State  of  Virginia ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  hold  a 
treaty  with  the  Indians  owning  the  country  on 
the  south  side  of  Lake  Superior,  for  the  purpose 
of  extinguishing  their  title  to  certain  districts  sup- 
posed to  contain  yaluable  mines  of  copper,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  following  Message  was  yesterday  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,- 

Having  stated  to  Congress,  on  the  7th  of  Decem- 
ber last,  that  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor  of 
New  Yorkt  was  entitled  to  a  larger  sum  than  tl^ 
reported  in  his  favor  by  the  accounting  officers  of  tR 
Government,  and  that,  in  the  execution  of  the  law  of 
the  last  session,  I  had  the  subject  still  under  considera- 
tion, I  now  communicate  to  you  the  rbsult. 

On  full  consideration  of  the  law  by  which  this  duty 
was  enjoined  on  me,  and  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  basis  of  which  the  law  was  founded,  I 
have  thought  that  I  was  authorized  to  adopt  the  prin- 
ciples laid  down  in  that  report,  in  deciding  on  the 
sum  which  should  be  allowed  to  him  for  his  services. 
With  this  view,  and  on  a  comparison  of  his  services 
with  those  which  were  rendered  by  other  disbmrsing 
officers,  taking  into  consideration,  also,  his  aid  in  ob- 
taining loans,  I  had  decided  to  allow  him  ^ve  per  cent 
for  all  sums  borrowed  and  disbursed  by  him,  and  of 
which  decision  I  informed  him.  Mr.  Tompkins  has 
since  stated  to  me  that  this  allowance  will  not  indem- 
nify him  for  his  advances,  loans,  expenditures,  and 
losses,  in  rendering  those  services,  nor  place  him  on 
the  footing  of  those  who  loaned  money  to  the  Govern- 
ment at  that  interesting  period.  He  has  also  ex- 
pressed a  desire  that  I  would  submit  the  subject  to  the 
final  decision  of  Congress,  which  I  now  do.  In  adopt- 
ing this  measure,  I  think  proper  to  add,  that  I  concur 
fuUy  in  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  committee  in 
favor  of  the  very  patriotic  and  valuable  services  which 
were  rendered  by  Mr.  Tompkins  in  the  late  war. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mabcb  25,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  as  amended 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  on  motion,  it 
was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
VIThole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  procure  the 
necessary  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates,  upon  the 
subject  of  roads  and  canals;"  and,  on  motioa,  it 
was  postponed  to  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  H.  Johnson  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday 
next,  he  would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  sale  of  the  warehouse  at  the  former 
quarantine  ground,  near  the  English  Turn,  Id  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  dweli- 
inff-house  at  the  Balize,  for  the  use  of  the  b^oardiog 
omcer  at  that  place,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  as  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  "for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Gwynn,  of  Baltimore."  This  bill  provides  that  a 
certain  sum  of  money,  overpaid  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  refunded.  The  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amendment, 
and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Hewes,  of  Louisiana,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  his  relief.  The  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  readingi  and  the  report  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  ihe 
late  Benjamin  Lincoln,  David  Humphreys,  and 
Cyrus  Griffin,  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  These  gentlemen  were 
appointed  commissioners,  thirty-five  years  since, 
to  treat  with  the  Creek  Indians.  Certain  goods 
which  were  intrusted  to  them,  as^  presents  to  the 
Indians,  were  not  used  for  that  purpose,  but  were 
afterwards  applied  to  other  objects.  These  goods 
still  stand  charged  to  the  commissioners  on  tiie 
books  of  the  Treasury.  The  persons  have  since 
deceased,  and  their  legal  representatives  now  pe- 
tition that  this  charge  may  be  cancelled.  Messrs. 
Rdgoleb  and  Mills  explained  the  circumsunces 
attending  this  claim,  and  supported  the  bill,  on 
the  ground  that  the  accounts  had  long  since  been 
fairly  and  honorably  settled.  Mr.  Chandler  made 
some  remarks  on  the  subject,  to  which  Mr.  Lloyd, 
of  Massachusetts,  replied,  and  advocated  the  pas^ 
sage  of  the  bill.  The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate,  without  amendment^  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Van  Buben,  from  the  Committee  on  the 


Jud 
the 


iciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of 
—  President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to 
certain  acts  of  the  Governor  of  tJie  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  reported  a  bill,  "confirming  certain  acts 
of  James  Miller,  as  Governor  of  the  Territory  ot 
Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes."  The  bill  was 
twice  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  ol 
Thaddeus  Mayhew;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  further  to  regulate 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table.  .  . 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented  the  memoriai 
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of  Thomas  Swann,  and  others,  members  of  the 
bar  ID  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  a  change 
of  the  terms  of  the  circuit  court ;  ^bich  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columhii. 

Mr.  BsxTON  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retohed^  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
inttroded  to  inquire  whether  any  Legitlative  act,  on 
the  put  of  the  Congreas  of  the  United  8tate%  is  ne- 
eetiiiy,  to  enable  the  inhabitanta  of  the  towns  and 
Tilliges  in  the  State  of  Miaaonri,  who  may  be  entitled 
to  t  "common,"  adjacent  to  each  town  or  village,  to 
est&bliih  the  boundariea  of  such  **  common/'  and  to 
mike  rach  dispoaitiono  thereof  as  the  interest  of  any 
focb  town  or  village  maj  require. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  the  bill  to  enable  the  Presi- 
deni  to  carry  into  effect  the  Treaty  made  at 
Ghent,  on  the  24th  of  December,  1814,  excluding 
foreigners  from  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dian tribes  within  the  United  States,  and  to  pre- 
serrethefur  trade  within  the  limits  of  the  said 
United  States  to  American  citizens ;  and,  on  mo- 
rion, it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mmce  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Ichabod  Lord  Skinner;  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
coosideration  of  the  bill  ''making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government^  for  the  year  1824," 
was  again  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  question  was  upon  striking  out  the  appropria- 
tion of  $18,000,  "for  the  salaries  of  commissioner, 
arbitrator,  and  an  agent,  under  the  first  article  oi 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  half  the  salary  of  their 
secretary,  and  half  the  contingent  expenses  of 
^id  commission,"  and  to  insert  m  lieu  thereof  the 
fam  of  ^'  $4,500,"  for  that  purpose.  This  was  the 
^endment  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
ance of  the  Senate,  as  yesterday  amended,  on 
i&oUoD  of  Mr.  King,  of  New  York.  The  amend- 
°Miit  wts  agreed  to. 

An  imendment  was,  also,  agreed  to,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  amount  appropriated  for  the  compen- 
sation ind  travelling  expenses  of  the  members 
of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Florida. 

The  committee  recommend  to  insert  in  the  bill, 
^clause, as  follows:  "For  a  draughtsman,  and 
^0  eolorers,  authorized  by  law  to  be  employed 
^  the  General  Land  Office,  $3,000."  This  was 
agreed  to. 

All  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Commit- 
^  on  Finance  having  been  gone  through  with, 
Mr.  SHrru  moved  that  the  bill  be  further  amended 
hy  inserting  this  clause :  "  For  the  contingent  ex- 
?^&Ks  of  the  two  Boards  of  Land  Commissioners 
for  East  and  West  Florida,  for  the  year  1824, 
indudioe  arrearages,  $1,250."  Messrs.  Smith, 
KiHQ  of  Alabama,  and  Lowrie,  made  some  re- 
marb  npon  this  subject.  The  amendment  was 
rejected. 


The  bill  was  then  reported,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  to  the  Senate,  with  the  several 
amendments  which  had  been  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana^  opposed  the 
amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
reducing  the  amount  to  be  appropriated  for  the 
surveys  of  public  lands.  He  concluded  by  mov- 
ing to  strike  out  $60,000,  and  insert  $80,000,  as 
the  appropriation  for  that  purpose.  This  motion 
was  supported  by  Messrs.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louis- 
iana, and  Smith,  and  opposed  b^  Messrs.  Lowrie, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  and  Kino  of  Alabama.  The 
question  was  divided.  The  sum  ot  $60,000  was 
stricken  out.  The  Senate  refused,  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  Chair,  to  insert  $80,000.  The  blank 
was  subsequently  filled  with  $75,000. 

Mr.  Lowrie  opposed  the  amendment  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  by  which  the  appro- 
priation "  to  provide  for  sick,  disabled,  and  uesti- 
tute  seamen,  in  foreign  countries,"  was  reduced 
from  $40,000  to  $30,000.  Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, also  spoke  against  that  amendment;  and 
the  Senate  refused  to  concur  in  it. 

The  other  amendments  were  adopted,  and  the 
bill  was  then  passed  to  a  third  reading,  as  amend- 
ed ;  and  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. The  bill  afterwards,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Smith,  and  by  general  consent,  was  read  the 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House 
for  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 


Monday,  March  29. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Elijah 
Van  Syckel.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah 
Van  Syckel,  of  Philadelphia;  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
trustees  of  the  town  of  St.  Charles,  in  Missouri, 
reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  of  Con- 
gress passed  on  the  13th  day  of  June,  1812,  enti- 
tled "An  act  making  further  provision  for  settling 
the  claims  to  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri;" 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  McIlvaine  presented  the  memorial  of 
Joshua  Brick,  and  others,  of  Port  Elizabeth,  and 
of  John  S.  Howell,  and  others,  of  Gloucester 
county,  in  New  Jersey,  severally  praying  an  in- 
crease of  the  duty  on  imported  iron,  and  on  the 
manufactures  thereof.  The  memorials  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hewes  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  26th  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  whether  any  legislative 
act  is  necessary,  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of 
towns  in  Missouri  entitled  to  a  "common,"  to 
establish  the  boundary  thereof,  and  to  dispose  of 
the  same  in  such  manner  as  the  interests  of  the 
towns  may  require;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Gwynn,  of 
Baltimore,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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The  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
•counts  of  Benjamin  Lincoln,  and  others,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  further  to  regulate  the  Jurisdiction 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  and, 
on  motion,  it  was  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Henry  Johnson  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  sale  of  the  warehouse  at 
the  former  quarantine  ground  near  the  English 
Turn,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  dwelling  house  at  the  Balize,  in  the  said 
State,  for  tbfe  use  of  the  boarding  officer  at  that 
place,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  secona  reading. 

Mr.  Brown  gare  notice  that  he  would  ask 
leave,  to-morrow,  to  brins  in  a  bill  to  chan^  the 
terms  of  the  Circuit  and  District  Courts  m  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  Circuit 
Court  in  Kentucky. 

PORTRAIT  OF  COLUMBUS,  Ac. 

Mr.  DicKERSON,  from  the  select  committee^  ap- 
pointed on  the  11th  December  last,  on  the  distri- 
bution of  the  rooms  of  the  centre  Duilding  of  the 
Capitol,  to  whom  was  referred  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  2d  January 
last,  reported  resolutions  providing  a  place  of  de- 
posite  for  the  portrait  of  Uolumbus,  and  directing 
the  distribution  of  certain  copies  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  now  in  the  Department  of 
State;  whicn  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  Committee  have  had  ander  consideration 
the  following  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  which 
WAS  referred  to  them  : 

«  To  the  Prttidmt  of  the  Senate  : 

DxPAaTXKVT  OF  Statx, 

Washington,  January  1,  1824. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith,  a 
copy  of  a  letter,  received  at  this  Department,  from 
George  6.  Barrell,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Malaga,  and  of  informing  you,  that  the  pictare  men- 
tioned in  it,  is  at  the  office  of  this  Department,  subject 
to  such  disposal  of  it  as  Congress  may  direct. 

Having  been  some  time  retained  at  New  York,  to 
which  place  it  was  shipped  by  Mr.  Barrell,  it  has  very 
recently  been  received  here,  in  a  frame,  upon  which 
if  engraved  Uie  following  inscription : 

*  Columbus,' 

*  Presented  to  the  nation  by  G.  G.  Barrell,  United 
States'  Consul  at  Malaga.  The  frame  presented  by 
Parker  and  Clover,  picture  framers.  New  York,  A. 
D.  1823.' 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  state,  that  an  exact 
file  simile,  engraved  on  copper  plate,  has  been  made 
by  direction  of  this  Department,  of  the  original  copy 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  engrossed  on 
parchment,  and  signed  by  all  the  members  of  Congress, 
on  the  2d  of  Aagnst,  1776,  as  appears  by  the  secret 
journal  of  that  day.  Two  hundred  copies  have  been 
struck  off  from  this  plate,  and  are  now  at  the  office  of 
this  Department,  subject  to  the  disposal  of  Congress. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  humble  and 
obedient  servant, 

.     JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS." 


The  committee  beg  leave  to  report  the  foUowiog 
resolutions  : 

Reaohed  bv  the  Senate  and  Houu  ofRepruatdita 
of  the  Vhitea^Statuof  Ameriea,in  CongrtMtoMamhid^ 
That  the  picture  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  he  placed  in  the  Nttioul 
Library. 

Retohedt  That  the  two  hundred  copies  of  the  De^ 
laration  of  Independence,  now  in  the  Department  of 
State,  be  distributed  in  the  manner  following : 

2  copies  to  each  of  the  surviving  signers  of  the  Dec- 
laration of Indedendenoe ; 

2  copies  to  the  President  of  the  United  Stales ; 

2  copies  to  the  late  President,  Mr.  Madison ; 

2  copies  to  the  Marquis  da  Lafoyette ; 
20  copies  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress : 
12  copies  to  the  different  Departments  of  Government; 

2  copies  for  the  President's  House ; 

2  copies  for  the  Supreme  Court  room  \ 

1  copy  to  each  of  the  Governors  of  the  States,  tod 

1  to  each  branch  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States ; 

1  copy  to  each  of  the  Governors  of  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States,  and 

1  copy  to  the  Legislative  Council  of  each  Territory : 

And  the  remaining  copies  to  the  diflerent  Uoirer- 
sities  and  Colleges  of  the  United  SUtes,  as  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  may  direct 

Rewlved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Suiu 
be  requested  to  cause  the  distribution  of  the  said  copte» 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  to  be  msde,  tgree* 
ably  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

INDIAN  FUR  TRADE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Indiaa 
Affairs,  "  to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into 
'  effect  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  to  prevent  foreign* 
'  ers  from  trading  with  the  Indians  within  the 
<  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  to  secure  ibe 
'  fur  trade  to  the  citizens  of  the  said  United 
'  States."  Mr.  Elliott  was  called  to  the  Chair> 
The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  the  proyisions  it  con- 
tained were  bottomed  upon  the  fiact,  that  foreign; 
ers  instigated  the  Indians  on  the  Upper  Missouri 
to  kill  and  pillage  American  citizens.  Topre- 
rent  these  outrages,  and  save  the  fur  trade  to  oui 
own  citizens,  it  was  necessary  to  exclude  ihes( 
foreigners  wholly  from  the  dominions  of  the 
United  States.  As  the  chairman  of  the  coDnnit* 
tee  which  reported  the  bill,  it  became  his  doty  t( 
sustain  the  views  it  presented ;  and,  in  doing  so 
he  would  recall  to  the  recollection  of  the  Senat 
that,  from  the  day  of  our  independence,  the  frot 
tiers  of  the  United  States  have  been  constanil 
harassed  by  the  machinations  of  foreigners  amoo 
the  Indians  within  our  own  boundaries. 

In  the  South,  the  instigationa  of  the  Spanis 
authorities,  and  the  incitements  of  a  foreign  me 
cantiie  house  in  Pensacola,  kept  the  Soathern  I 
dians  at  war  with  the  Southern  and  Weste 
States,  with  a  few  intermissions,  for  a  period 
forty  years.  It  is  only  within  four  or  five  yet 
past  tiiat  these  hostilities  have  ceased.  The  t 
quisition  of  the  Floridas,  by  putting  an  end 
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die  practices  of  foreigners,  has  given  permanent 
peace  to  the  Southern  frontier. 

The  Northwest  has  presented  a  more  extended 
theatre  for  the  same  kind  of  machinations.    The 
Western  posts  were  retained,  from  the  peace  of 
^2,  in  Tiolation  of  the  treaty  of  that  date,  until 
the  year  ^    The  pretext  for  the  retention  was, 
the  non-payment  ot  debts  claimed  by  the  British 
merc^nts;  the  motive,  to  monopolize  the  fur 
trade,  to  retain  the  control  of  the  Indians,  and  to 
clteck  the  proffress  of  the  Western  settlements. 
The  first  of  these  motives  was  admitted  in  the 
year  '89  by  the  Dake  of  Leeds  and  Mr.  Pitt. 
The  admission  was  made  to  Mr.  Gouverneur 
Morns,  authorized  by  President  Washington  to 
soond  the  British  Ministry  on  the  subject  of  re- 
storing the  Northwestern  posts,  and  entering  into 
a  commercial  treaty  with  the  United   States. — 
{Mar^uiffi  Life  of  WaahingUm,  vol,  b,p.  276.)  The 
second  were  proclaimed   by  Lord    Dorcnester, 
Governor  General  of  Canada,  in  the  year  '92 — 
proclaimed  under  circumstances  which  admitted 
of  00  denial,  in  a  public  speech  to  prepare  the 
Western  Indians  for  a  war  with  the  United  States. 
(Atserican  State  Papers,  vol,  2,  p.  56.)     British 
traders,  protected  by  their  Government,  and  in- 
cited by  their  own  cupidity,  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing on  the  great  Indian  war  which  desolated,  for 
so  many  years,  the  frontiers  of  Kentucky  and 
Ohio,  overwhelmed  two  American  armies  with 
disastrous  defeat,  and  was  only  terminated  by  the 
great  riciory  of  General  Wayne  in  the  year  '94, 
on  the  Miami  of  the  Lakes,  in  sight  of  a  British 
garruon.    This  war  was  the  fruit  of  the  reten- 
tion of  the  Northwestern  posts  in  violation  of  the 
treaty  of  '83.    The  knowledge  of  this  fact  deter- 
mine the  American  Government  to  procure,  at 
A&y  sacrifice,  the  surrender  of  these  posts.     The 
treaty  of  '94  effected  this  object,  but  left  to  Bril- 
ls snbjects  the  fatal  privilege  of  entering  our 
tmitories  and  trading  with  our  Indians.     The 
^  wiiich  was  made  of  this  privilege  is  known 
to  all  America.     Everywhere  the  British  traders 
weie  engaged  in  poisoning  the  minds  of  the  In- 
dians, and  inciting  them  to  war  and  hatred  against 
the  Americans.  A  circular  speech  was  composed, 
and  sent  among  all  the  tribes,  in  which  the  Great 
Spirit  vas  made  to  declare  the  British  and  In- 
dians irere  his  own  children,  and  the  Americans 
^  children  of  the  Evil  Spirit—"  that  they  grew 
^offl  the  scum  of  the  great  waters  when  it  was 
troQbted  by  the  Wicked  Spirit,  and  the  froth  was 
<^tiTea  into  the  woods  by  a  strons  East  wind." 

By  these  arts,  long  before  the  declaration  of  the 
late  var,  the  Indians  were  ripe  for  hostilities  with 
^h  3Bd  their  formidable  conlederacy,  inflamed  by 
^natieism,  extended  from  the  Lakes  of  Canada 
to  the  Golf  of  Mexico.  Thejr  would  not  even 
vait  for  the  co-operation  of  their  allies,  but  boldly 
^gaa  the  war  in  the  year  1811,  upon  the  bloody 
field  of  Tippecanoe.  In  the  three  succeeding 
year^  ihey  occasioned  the  expenditure  of  millions 
of  money,  and  the  loss  of  thousands  of  lives. 
Massacr^  the  recital  of  which  freeze  the  blood, 
were  repeat«lly  perpetrated,  and  British  traders 
led  the  attack,  and  presided  at  the  slaughter  of  the 


wounded  and  the  captive.  Does  any  one  doubt 
that  these  traders  instigated  these  Indians  to  begin 
the  war  ?  Let  him  read  the  message  of  President 
Madison,  recommending  war  against  England, 
and  he  will  find  the  conduct  of  these  traders  stated 
as  one  of  the  reasons  for  declaring  war  against 
that  Power.  Let  him  look  to  the  papers  which 
accompanied  that  message,  and  he  will  find  a 
volume  of  testimony  supportine^that  charge.  Let 
him  look  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  in  Con- 
gress, to  whom  these  proofs  were  referred,  and  he 
will  find  it  unanimouslv  agreed  that  these  traders, 
in  a  period  of  profouna  peace,  while  carrying  on 
a  lucrative  trade  within  the  American  Territories, 
under  the  protecting  sanction  of  a  treaty,  had  sys- 
tematically encouraged  the  Indians  to  war  against 
us.  The  full  knowledge  of  all  these  facts  deter- 
mined the  Administration  to  make  no  peace  with 
Great  Britain  without  excluding  her  traders  from 
all  intercourse  with  Indians  living  within  the 
United  States.  In  pursuance  of  this  determina- 
tion, instructions  were  given  to  our  Commissioners 
at  Ghent  not  to  renew  the  third  article  of  Mr. 
Jay's  Treaty.  A  treaty  was  made,  and  the  article 
was  not  renewed.  Great  was  the  joy  of  the  West. 
Vast  as  had  been  her  losses,  her  sacrifices  of  brave 
citizens  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  she  felt  her- 
self compensated  by  the  single  advantage  of  ex- 
cluding British  traders  from  all  intercourse  with 
her  Indians.  But  the  care  of  the  Administration 
did  not  cease  with  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty. 
It  was  necessary  to  sive  it  effect  to  carry  it  into 
execution,  not  to  suner  a  repetition  of  the  faithless 
conduct  which  followed  the  treaty  of  '83.  A  plan 
was  immediatelv  projected  to  occupy,  with  a  mili- 
tary force,  All  tne  commanding  positions  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  Northwest.  The  Falls  of  St.  Mary, 
at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Superior;  the  Falls  of  St. 
Anthony;  Prairie  du  Chien  ;  the  Council  Bluffs ; 
and  the  X  ellow  Stone  River,  were  each  to  receive 
a  garrison.  This  plan  of  defence  was  projected 
in  the  year  1815,  Mr.  Madison  being  President, 
and  Mr.  Monroe  Secretary  of  War.  ft  was  a  part 
of  that  system  of  defence  which  covered  the  sea- 
coast  with  fortifications.  All  the  positions  were 
occupied,  the  Yellow  Stone  excepted.  British 
traders  disappeared  from  the  Upper  Mississippi 
and  the  Lower  Missouri.  The  Indians,  within 
the  points  occupied  by  our  troop,  returned  to 
habits  of  friendly  intercourse  ana  regular  trade 
with  American  citizens.  But  the  Upper  Missouri 
was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  British.  For  want 
of  the  protection  of  a  military  post,  American 
traders,  for  several  years  after  the  conclusion  of 
peace,  made  no  attempt  to  penetrate  that  rich  fur 
region  which  lies  at  the  foot  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains. In  1821-'2.  the  first  attempts  were  made. 
The  companies  which  went  out.  were  engaged  in 
hunting  as  well  as  trading.  The  Crow  Indians, 
a  numerous  and  powerful  tribe  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Yellow  Stone,  made  no  objection  to  the 
use  of  the  beaver  trap  among  them.-— (Mr.  Pilcher^s 
statement,  page  19,  document  No.  56.^  In  the  Spring 
and  Summer  of  1823,  hostilities  broke  out  on  the 
Upper  Missouri.  General  Ashley  was  attacked 
by  the  Arikaras,  and  lost  twenty-six  men,  killed 
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and  wounded.  The  Missouri  Fur  Company  was 
attacked  by  the  Blackfeet  on  the  Yellow  Stone 
River,  lost  seven  men  killed,  and  fifteen  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  furs  and  merchandise.  Major 
Henry  wa»  attacked  on  the  same  river,  by  the 
same  tribe  of  Indians,  and  lost  four  or  five  men 
killed.  The  Assinaboins  had  previously  robbed 
him  of  some  fifty  horses  upon  the  Missouri  river. 
This,  continued  Mr.  Benton,  is  the  narrative  of 
our  Indian  relations  beyond  the  Mississippi.  Of 
nearly  three  tribes  which  are  found  there,  no  more 
than  three  have  been  hostile  to  us !  The  ques- 
tions which  now  present  themselves  to  the  Senate, 
are,  first,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  hostility  from 
these  three  tribes ;  secondly,  to  provide  the  proper 
remedy  for  preserving  peace  with  them  in  future. 

On  the  first  of  these  inquiries  the  public  mind, 
has  been  most  scandalously  abused.  Soon  after 
the  perpetration  of  the  outrages  on  the  Upper  Mis- 
souri, a  letter,  without  name,  purporting  to  have 
been  written  by  an  Indian  agent  in  St.  Louis,  ap- 
peared in  all  the  Atlantic  papers.  It  justified  the 
hostilities  of  the  Indians,  ascribed  their  robberies 
and  murders  to  a  just  resentment  of  hunting  and 
"trapping"  on  their  lands,  contained  the  usual 
portions  of  abuse  upon  American  traders,  and  of 
sentimenta  I  love  and  affection  for  the  oppressed 
children  of  the  forest.  I  knew  the  letter  to  be  a 
fabrication,  but,  to  satisfy  the  Senate  on  that  point, 
an  interrogatory  was  addressed  to  Major  Graham, 
United  States  agent  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and 
Mr.  Pilcher,  partner  in  the  Missouri  Fur  Compa- 
ny. Their  answers  will  be  found  in  No.  56,  of 
the  documents  of  this  session.  Major  Graham 
states,  that  he  knows  nothing  of  this  letter,  and 
does  not  believe  "  such  a  letter  could  be  written 
by  an  Indian  agent.'*  Mr.  Pilcher  states,  that  he 
saw  it  at  St.  Louis  in  an  Atlantic  newspaper — 
mentioned  it  to  Major  O'Fallon,  "  who  was  indig- 
nant at  its  contents" — and  that  he  and  Major  Gra- 
Jiam  are  the  only  Indian  agents  upon  the  Missouri. 
This  testimony  fixes  the  false  character  of  this 
letter;  its  dialx>lical  intention  was  carried  upon 
its  face.  It  was  intended  to  poison  the  public 
mind— -to  overwhelm  American  traders  with  pub- 
lic odium — prevent  Congress  from  interfering  for 
their  protection,  and  then  continue  to  the  British 
the  exclusive  enjoyment  of  the  fur  trade  beyond 
the  Mandan  villages. 

The  justification  set  up  by  the  Arikaras  is  un- 
true in  point  of  fact.  No  hunting  or  "  trapping" 
had  taken  place  upon  their  grounds.  Major  Gra- 
ham, in  the  document  just  quoted,  says  that  he 
never  heard  of  such  a  thing.  Mr.  Pilcher  states, 
that  no  instances  had  come  to  his  knowledge; 
that  the  Arikara  country  contained  very  little  fur. 
The  circumstances  of  the  attack  upon  General 
Ashley  prove  the  falsehood  of  this  pretended  jus- 
tification. He  arrived  at  the  Arikara  villages  on 
the  30th  day  of  May,  on  his  way  to  the  Kocky 
Mountains;  stopped  upon  the  request  of  the  chiefs ; 
traded  on  the  first  day  of  June  for  forty  or  fifty 
horses ;  and  was  preparing  to  resume  his  voyage 
on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  when  he  was  treache- 
rously attacked,  and  had  twenty-six  men  killed 
and  wounded.    (Document  No,  2.)  Here  was  nei- 


ther hunting  upon  the  Arikara  grounds,  nor  time 
for  any  such  thing  to  have  taken  place.  Whence, 
then,  the  hostility  of  these  Indians?  It  is  of  old 
date,  and  almost  commensurate  with  the  com- 
mencement of  our  acquaintance  with  them.  It 
began  about  the  year  1808,  in  the  attack  and  de- 
feat of  an  expedition  sent  by  the  United  States  to 
carryr  home  the  Mandan  chief,  who  aeconipanted 
Lewis  and  Clark  to  the  Seat  of  Government,  upon 
their  return  from  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Lieutenants 
Prior  and  Choteau  commanded  the  expedition  ; 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  waved  at  the  bo'wr  of 
the  boat,  yet  it  was  attacked,  defeated^  compelled 
to  fall  back  to  St.  Louis,  and  no  atonement,  no 
satisfaction  has  ever  been  obtained  for  this  out- 
rage. The  United  States  submitted  to  the  attack 
upon  her  flag,  the  murder  of  her  soldiers,  the  dis- 
gjrace  of  deieat,  and  afterwards  smuggled  iiome 
tne  Mandan  chief  by  the  aid  of  a  fur  trader.  T*iieir 
late  conduct  may  be  stated  in  the  words  of  NIr. 
Pilcher. — Document  No,  56. 

'*  I  know  that  the  Arikaras  killed  a  man  aboat  the 
year  1816  or  '17,  a  little  above  the  Big  Bend  of  the 
Missouri  river,  in  the  Sioux  country,  who  was  in  the 
employment  of  some  of  the  fur  tradera  of  St  Louis.  I 
know  that  a  war  party  of  the  Arikaras,  amounting^  to 
80  or  90  men,  came  down  to  that  country  (Sioux)  in 
the  month  of  April,  1820,  and  robbed  two  trading- 
houses  established  by  the  Missouri  Fur  Compaoy  for 
the  trade  of  the  Sioux  Indians,  one  above,  the  otber  a 
little  below  the  Big  Bend  of  Miisouri — beat  and  abused 
the  men  in  charge  of  the  houses,  and  then  continued 
down  the  river  to  the  trading-houses  of  another  com- 
pany, and  robbed  them  of  a  considerable  amount  of 
merchandise,  from  the  owner's  account,  not  less  than 
sixteen  or  seventeen  hundred  dollars.  I  know  that  some 
of  the  principal  braves  of  that  nation  attempted,  dar- 
ing the  last  Winter,  to  rob  my  clerk  while  in  their 
own  villages,  and  committed  yiolence  npon  him.  In 
the  month  of  March  last,  after  tbie  clerk  left  their  til- 
lages, and  had  descended  the  Missouri  to  one  of  our 
principal  Sioux  trading>houses,  about  two  hundred 
miles  below  the  Arikaras,  a  party  of  that  nation,  con- 
sisting of  about  eighty  men,  came  down  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  this  house,  met  six  of  our  voyageurt  a.  fevr 
miles  from  it,  who  were  employed  in  collecting  the 
furs  and  peltries  purchased  from  the  Sioux,  stripped 
them  naked  in  the  prairie,  robbed  them  of  their  clothes, 
stole  three  or  four  horses  or  mules,  beat  each  of  them 
severely,  and  left  them  naked  in  the  prairie.  The  8a.me 
party  came  that  night  and  fired  on  the  house,  stole 
another  horse,  and  went  off.  A  day  or  two  subee* 
quent  to  these  outrages  another  party,  amountingr  to 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  men,  came  in  daylight,  ajad 
attacked  this  bouse.  Mr.  McDonald,  one  of  my  part- 
ners, his  clerk,  and  eight  or  ten  voyageur$t  defended 
themselves  and  the  bouse,  which  contained  a  large 
amount  of  property.  In  this  affair  the  Arikaras  lost 
two  men  killed,  and  probably  three  or  four  wounded." 

Mr.  B.  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
fact,  that  all  these  depredations  were  committed  ia 
the  country  of  the  Siouz,  two  hundred  miles  from 
that  of  the  Arikaras,  under  circumstances  which 
forbid  the  boldest  of  their  defenders  to  set  up  the 
pretext  of  repulsing  hunters  and  '<  trappers"  fronx 
their  violated  grounds. 

The  fabricated  letter  put  up  another  apology  for 
the  Arikaras.    It  justified  their  attack  upon  Cren-- 
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eral  Ashley,  upon  thegroand  of  retaliation  for  the 
two  men  (one  of  then*  the  son  of  a  chief)  killed 
by  the  Missouri  Far  Company.   This  justiBcation 
implies,  that  the  members  of  this  company  had  no 
right  to  repulse  an  attack  upon  their  house,  when 
one  bondred  and  fifteen  Ankaras  went  two  hund- 
red miles  into  the  Sioiiz  country  to  rob  and  murder 
its  iobabitants !    But  the  Arikaras  themselves  set 
up  DO  5oeh  excuse.     In  their  entreaties  to  Greneral 
Asbley  to  stop  and  trade  with  them,  they  express- 
ed regret  for  the  affair  with  the  Missouri  Fur  Com- 
ply ;  and  said,  that  "  the  angry  feelings  occa- 
sioned by  that  affray  had  vanished,  and  that  they 
considered  the  Americans  as  friends.'^  (Document 
Ao.2.)    What,  then,  was  their  inducement  to 
attack  General  Ashiev?     The  same  which  led 
them  two  hundred  miles  to  kill  and  pillage  the 
traders  in  the  Sioux  country — love  of  blood  and 
plonder;  and,  above  all,  the  contempt  of  Ameri- 
cans, inspired  by  the  successful  and  unpunished 
attack  upon  the  United  States  troops,  in  the  year 
1808.  The  Hritish  traders  stand  acquitted  of  this 
crime.    Major  Graham  and  Mr.  Pilcher  (Doct^ 
wnt  No,  56)  say,  they  have  no  reason  to  suspect 
these  traders  of  instigating  the  Arikaras.    Upon 
ibis  statement  of  facts,  corroborated  by  official 
documents,  Mr.  B.  averred  that  the  Arikaras,  from 
their  firbt  attack  upon  Lieutenants  Prior  and  Cho- 
teao.  In  1808,  to   that  upon  Greneral  Ashley  in 
1^,  neither  had,  nor  pretended  to  have,  the  plea 
of  preventing  hunters  from  intruding  upon  their 
groQQds,  or  revenging  previous  wrongs  upon  them- 
selves.  Excuses  to  this  effect  were  fabrications, 
got  up  after  the  fact,  to  justify  the  Indians,  and 
to  criminate  the  Americans,  and  he  regretted  to 
ay,  that  these  treacherous  savages,  bathed  in  the 
blood  of  American  citizens,  were  greeted  with  the 
jHibhc  sympathy,  while  the  victims  of  their  bar- 
baritj  excite  no  more  compassion  than  if  they  had 
becndop. 

Mr.  B.  next  examined  the  state  of  our  relations 
vith  that  numerous  and  powerful  tribe  of  Indians 
called  the  Blackfeet.  The  bands  of  this  tribe 
nnged  over  all  the  country  between  the  Saskat- 
cbivoine  and  Yellow  Stone  rivers,  north  and 
soQtb,  and  between  the  Mandans  and  Rocky 
Monntains,  east  and  west  In  this  vast  district, 
drained  by  rivers  a  thousand  miles  in  length. 
there  was  not  one  resident  human  being.  All 
▼ere  roving,  following  the  bufialoes  and  other 
game.  To  the  south  of  the  Yellow  Stone  live 
;be  Crow  Indians,  also  numerous,  powerful,  and 
roTing.  In  ^his  district  of  country,  on  the  head- 
^to  of  the  Yellow  Stone,  and  Missouri,  and 
aioog  the  base  of  the  Rockv  Mountains,  hunting 
and  "^mppio^"  has  taken  place  by  American  citi- 
zens. The  instances  are  stated  by  Mr.  Pilcher, 
i^jcmati  No.  56,)  with  that  explicit  candor 
which  commands  the  respect  of  every  person  who 
reads  his  statement  The  first  instance  occurred 
about  the  year  1808.  A  company,  formed  in  St. 
l^oQi&,went  to  the  Three  Forks  of  the  Missouri, 
With  the  double  object  of  tradine  with  the  Indi- 
ans and  "trapping"  for  beavers.  With  the  Crows, 
the  most  friendly  intercourse  was  established; 
itom  ihe  Blackfeet,  nothing  but  hostility  was  en- 


countered. They  attacked  the  company  wherever 
they  could  be  found;  killed  twenty-seven  of  their 
number,  and  drove  the  remainder  from  the  coun- 
try. The  next  instance  did  not  occur  until  1822- 
3.  In  the  Spring  of  that  year,  a  party  of  the 
Missouri  Fiir  Company  penetrated  the  Three 
Forks  of  the  Missouri,  took  much  beaver  by  "  trap- 
ping," and  on  their  return  were  attacked  by  the 
Blackfeet,  defeated,  seven  of  their  number  killed, 
and  property  taken  from  them  to  the  value  of 
915,000.  About  the  same  time,  a  party  under 
Major  Henry  had  gone  to  the  same  region  of 
country,  for  the  same  purpose,  and  had  shared 
the  same  fate;  they  were  attacked  by  the  Black- 
feet and  had  eiffht  or  ten  men  killed  and  wounded. 

The  next  tribe  whose  hostility  pursues  our  tra- 
ders on  the  Upper  Missouri,  are  the  Assinaboins. 
These,  also,  are  wandering.  They  range  princi- 
pally on  the  river,  the  name  of  which  they  bear, 
and  make  excursions  to  the  banks  of  the  Missouri, 
in  pursuit  of  buffaloes,  and  to  waylay  American 
traders.  No  blood  is  yet  laid  to  their  hands; 
but  their  hostile  disposition  has  been  repeatedly 
evinced,  in  the  course  of  the  last  Summer,  by  rob- 
bing Major  Henry's  party  of  some  fifty  horses, 
and  making  an  attack  upon  an  American  trading 
house,  near  the  Mandans.  Their  range  upon  the 
Missouri,  is  between  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow 
Stone  and  the  Mandan  villages.  No  hunting  or 
** trapping"  has  taken  place  within  these  limits; 
none  is  alleged;  and  the  Assinaboins  are  left  with- 
out the  pretext  of  that  justification. 

This  is  the  full  history  of  all  the  hunting  and 
"trapping"  on  the  Upper  Missouri.  Some  in- 
stances occurred  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Cotm- 
cil  Blufis,  but  was  stopped  by  Major  O'Fallon, 
without  having  led  to  any  hostile  consequence. 
Justice  to  the  citizens  of  Missouri  requires  that 
the  origin  of  these  hunting  expeditions  should  be 
stated.  They  began  about  the  vear  1808— -Meri- 
wether Lewis  being  Governor  ofUpper  Louisiana, 
and  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs.  He  drew 
a  line  between  the  policy  to  be  observed  above 
and  below  the  Mandan  villages.  Below  that 
point,  he  enforced  the  act  of  1802,  against  hunters 
upon  Indian  lands;  above  that  point,  he  tolerated 
and  recommended  hunting  and  "  trappins"  expe- 
ditions. He  did  so,  as  the  only  means  oi  getting 
the  fur  trade  from  the  British.  (Lewis  ^  Clarke^e 
Joumaly  vol.  2,  p.  486,  Appendix  upm  Indian 
Affairs.)  Under  the  sanction  of  this  authority, 
the  practice  began^  and  was  revived  in  1822-3. 
The  Grovernment  is  not  liable  to  censure  for  not 
stopping  it,  for  their  attention  was  only  called  to 
the  subject  in  the  course  of  the  last  Summer;  nor 
the  Missouri  citizens  liable  to  be  called  intruders, 
for  they  believed  they  had  lawful  permission. 

Mr.  b.  stated,  that  the  Aricaras,  Blackfeet,  and 
Assinaboins,  were  the  only  Indians  beyond  the 
Mississippi,  which  were  hostile  to  the  Americans. 
Out  of  nearly  thirty  tribes,  between  the  Mississippi 
and  Rocky  Mountains,  no  more  than  three  have 
been  engaged  in  hostility  against  us!  The  dep- 
redations of  one  of  these  tribes,  the  Arikaras,  has 
been  traced  to  their  true  cause ;  the  depredations  of 
the  other  two,  remain  to  be  accounted  for. 
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Ic  is  admitted  that  hunting  and  "  trapping^'  has 
taken  place  on  the  ground  over  which  tne  Slack- 
feet  range;  it  is  admitted  that  these  practices  lead 
to  bad  consequences — that  they  ought  to  be  pre- 
vented; and  the  bill  now  under  discussion,  in 
addition  to  the  act  of  1802,  is  intended  to  prevent 
them.  But  it  is  denied  that  the  Blackteet  are 
hostile  on  this  account.  Their  outrages  flow  from 
another  cause ;  from  a  cause  wholly  unconnected 
with  the  conduct  of  American  citizens.  Mr.  B. 
felt  the  delicacv  and  responsibility  of  attributing, 
upon  equivocal  testimony,  a  great  crime  to  an 
aosent  party ;  but  he  felt  nimself  called  upon,  by 
his  duty  to  his  country,  to  arraign  the  British  fur 
traders  for  all  the  robberies  and  murders  committed 
by  the  Blackfeet  and  Assinaboin  Indians  upon  the 
persons  and  property  of  American  citizens.  In 
doing  so,  he  would  submit  his  reasons  and  evi- 
dences to  the  Senate,  and  leave  it  to  all  impartial 
men  to  judge  of  the  truth. 

1st.  The  British  Companies,  now  united  under 
the  charter  and  name  of  Hudson  Bay,  have  an 
inducement  to  expel  American  traders  from  the 
country  beyond  tne  Mandan  villages.  It  is  the 
richest  fur  region  in  the  world ;  they  have  pos- 
session of  it  at  present,  and  every  consideration  of 
interest,  every  feeling  of  cupidity,  impels  them  to 
drive  competitors  away. 

2d.  They  have  never  failed,  when  they  had  an 
inducement,  to  employ  Indians  to  kill  and  rob 
American  traders  ana  citizens.  Witness  the 
scenes  upon  the  Northwestern  frontier,  from  the 
peace  of  1783  to  the  war  of  1812 ;  and,  in  the 
South,  from  the  same  peace  to  the  day  of  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  Floridas. 

3d.  The  affray  of  Captain  Lewis^  on  his  return 
from  the  Pacific  Ocean,  refers  itself  to  British  in- 
fluence. It  happened  with  the  Minnetarees  of  Fort 
de  Prairie,  a  band  of  the  Blackfeet.  It  took  place 
on  Maria's  river,  a  branch  of  the  Missouri,  in  that 
tract  of  country  over  which  the  Blackfeet  range. 
It  was  the  only  attempt  made  upon  the  lives  or 
property  of  Messrs.  Lewis  and  Clark,  in  their  ad- 
venturous expedition  to  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  and 
this  attempt  was  made  by  Indians  who  liad  just 
issued  from  a  British  fur  trading  establishment 
on  the  Saskatchiwoine  river !  The  inference  is 
irresistible. 

4th.  Previous  to  the  late  war,  the  Sioux  Indians, 
tradinff  with  the  British  on  the  Upper  Mississippi, 
annually  came  across  the  Missouri  river,  in  tne 
region  of  the  Council  Bluffs,  waylaid  American 
traders,  robbed  them,  and  compelled  their  voya- 
gmr%  to  carry  the  furs  and  peltries,  thus  acquired, 
to  Prairie  dn  Chien,  where  they  were  sold  to  Brit- 
ish traders !  In  plain  English,  the  Sioux  then  per- 
formed for  the  British,  on  the  Lower  Missouri, 
the  service  which  the  Blackfeet  are  now  rendering 
them  on  the  upper  waters  of  that  river.  Mr.  B. 
stated  this  fact  upon  the  authority  of  the  late  Gov- 
ernor Lewis,  and  read  a  passage  from  Lewis  and 
Clarke's  Journal,  Tvol.  2^  page  442,)  which  con- 
firmed it.  He  laia  particular  stre.<^s  upon  it,  be- 
cause the  Sioux  continued  these  depredations  as 
iong  as  British  traders  continued  on  the  Upper 
Mississippi)  and  quit  them  as  soon  as  these  traders, 


in  virtue  of  the  Ghent  Treaty,  were  expelled  from 
that  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States. 

5.  The  declarations  of  the  Blackfeet  to  Manuel 
Lisa.    This  enterprising  trader  penetrated  to  the 
base  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  about  the  year  1S08. 
He  had  twenty-seven  men  killed,  and  was  driTen 
from  the  country.    A  year  or  two  afterwards,  be 
succeeded  in  gaining  a  friendly  interview  with 
some  Blackfeet — explained  his  object  in  having 
come  to  trade  with  them,  and  expostulated  with 
them  for  the  massacre  of  his  men.    They  told 
him,  ^*  it  was  not  their  fault ;  that  the  British  gave 
them  so  many  guns,  knives,  and  bUnkets,  for 
Americans'  hair,  that  they  could  not  help  takiog 
it."    Mr.  B.  had  often  heard  this  statement  from 
Manuel  Lisa,  in  St.  Louis,  and  relied  upon  its 
truth. 

6th.  The  attack  upon  Immell  and  Jones.    The 
massacre  of  these  gentlemen,  and  five  of  their 
companions,  and  the  loss  of  915,000  of  their  prop- 
erty, has  been  already  stated.    The  circumstances 
attending  it  will  show  to  whom  we  are  indebted 
for  this  foul  deed.    Returning  from  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  they  met,  on  Jefiferson  river,  a  party 
of  thirty-eight  Blackfeet.     Suspicious  of  their 
treacherous  hostility,  the  Americans  stood  upon 
their  defence.    An  Indian  then  advanced  with 
a  paper  in  his  hand.    On  the  back  was  written 
"  God  save  the  King."    The  inside  was  a  letter 
of  recommendation  to  the  bearer.     It  was  headed 
"  Mountain  Post,  1823."     The  letter  was  without 
signature — was  written  on  the  leaf  of  an  accompt 
book,  and  in  the  English  language.     A  rer)* 
friendly  interview  followed^  and  the  parties  sepa- 
rated with  professions  of  friendship,  and  an  ei\- 
ffagement  that  the  Blackfeet  should  trade  with  the 
Americans  at  the  mouth  of  Maria's  river.  Messrs. 
Immell  and  Jones  hastened  their  journey,  with 
apprehensions  of  treachery.    They  had  reached 
the  Yellow  Stone  in  safety,  and  were  following 
a  trace  down  its  bank,  where  high  hills  closing 
down  upon  the  river,  created  a  lonff  and  narrovi 
defile,  when  they  were  fired  upon  by  an  ambus- 
cade of  three  or  tour  hundred  Indians.  They  wen 
Blackfeet,  headed  by  the  chief  who  had  met  them 
some  days  before,  with  the  letter  endorsed  "  Go* 
save  the  King." 

6.  The  Blackfeet,  Assinaboins,  and  Arikaras 
are  the  onlv  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi,  h(n 
tile  to  the  Americans.  The  two  first  trade  excJu 
sively  with  the  British ;  the  third  has  done  so  ud 
til  within  a  few  years  past.  Messrs.  Graham  an 
Pilcherboth  say  that  all  the  tribes  which  have  n 
trade  with  the  British  are  friendly  to  us  ;  all  tho^ 
who  trade  with  them  are  our  enemies.— {Docuji 
merU  No.  56.)  The  Blackfeet  and  Assinaboii 
not  only  trade  with  the  British,  but  they  are  Br 
ish  Indians.  They  come  from  the  north  side 
latitude  49.  The  latter  come  from  the  river  whc 
name  they  bear,  a  water  of  Lake  Winipee ;  t! 
former  from  the  Saskatchiwoine  river.  They  o 
placed,  in  Sir  Alexander  McKenzie's  map,  up 
the  upper  waters  of  that  river,  under  pa  rail 
fifty-three  and  fifty-four  of  north  latitude.  T! 
was  their  position  in  the  year  1793,  w^hen  N 
Kenzie  visited  them,  and  when  there  was  do 
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daceffleot  to  ffire  them  a  wrong  location.  Bv 
what  means,  toen,  are  these  Blackfeet  found  south 
of  latitade  39,  ranging  as  lords  and  masters  orer 
a  vast  district  of  country,  and  killing  American 
citizeDs  QpoQ  the  waters  of  the  Missouri,  upon 
the  riren  which  we  call  Jefferson,  Madison,  and 
Gallatio  ?  It  is  hjr  virtue  of  British  arms,  and 
lawless  riolence,  that  they  do  these  thinn.  The 
true  owners  of  all  that  country  are  the  Sho-sho- 
oees,  aod  the  different  bands  of  the  Snake  Indi- 
aos,  DOW  hid  in  the  caves  and  recesses  of  the 
Rocky  MouDtatns.  They  have  been  driven  from 
the  land  of  their  fathers  by  the  superior  arms  of 
the  British  Indians.  ~  For  want  of  arms  they  have 
been  uDable  to  reconquer  their  country.  The 
British  traders  will  not  supply  them,  because  it  is 
their  interest  to  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the 
Biackfeet  \  the  .Spaniards  of  Santa  Fe  refuse,  on 
(he  pretext  that  fire  arms  would  be  dan^rous  to 
themselves,  but  in  reality  because  it  is  their  policy 
to  keep  the  neighboring  Indians  as  weak  and  de- 
pendeoi  as  possible.  In  support  of  these  state- 
ments, Mr.  Benton  read  passages  from  pages  419, 
20, 1, 2, 3,  of  vol.  2,  of  Lewis  and  Clark's  Jour- 
nal. 

From  these  it  appeared  that  the  Sho-sho- 
aees  and  other  bands  of  the  Snakes,  were  the 
owners  of  the  country  from  the  base  of  the  Rocky 
Monntains,  and  covering  all  the  upper  waters  of 
theYelbw  Stone  and  Missouri;  tiiat  the  Sas- 
katchiwoine  Indians,  armed  with  guns,  had  in- 
vaded their  country,  and  driven  them  into  the 
moancains;  that  they  led  the  most  miserable  life, 
iohslsting  upon  roots  and  berries,  and  only  ven- 
taring,  hf  stealth,  into  their  own  country,  in  search 
of  aboSalo;  that  the  Biackfeet  killed  them  wher- 
ever they  could  find  them,  dbc. 

7.  The  conduct  of  British  traders  to  each  other. 
The  Hadson  Bay  and  Northwest  Cocnpany^  now 
QQited,  were  lately  rivals  in  trade.  Out  ot  that 
riuKhip  arose  a  war,  which  continued  for  several 
mrs.  Each  endeavored  to  drive  the  other  from 
*^lie  field  of  trade.  Murder  and  robbery  were  the 
mtans ;  themselves,  sometimes  disguised  as  Indi- 
>D&i  aided  bv  Indians,  were  the  instruments  of 
execution.  As  an  exemplification  of  the  charac- 
ter of  this  war  for  the  fur  trade,  Mr.  B.  read  the 
account  of  the  massacre  of  Gk>vemor  Semple,  of 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  in  the  year  1815,  by 
^  agenu  and  "  halt-breeds"  of  the  Northwest 
Company.  He  took  the  account  as  he  found  it 
m  the  London  ^arterlv  Review,  a  work  which 
adnitsno  falsehood  to  tne  prejudice  of  the  Brit- 
ish character.  The  scene  of  the  massacre  was 
iQ  front  of  Fort  Douglas,  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Assinaboin  and  Red  rivers,  where  the  Earl  of  Sel- 
^K  Pioprietor  of  the  Hudson  Bay  charter,  had 
r^Bted  I  Scotch  colony,  and  erected  a  military 
^rk  moan  ting  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  for  the 
rouble  object  of  protecting  his  traders  and  colo- 

■^ts.  The  object  of  Mr.  Benton  in  referring  to 

u&  war,  tnd  showing  its  remorseless  character, 
^s  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  inference  that,  as 
•«e  coQptBies,  when  rivals,  endeavored,  by 
■order  and  Tobb»ry,  to  drive  each  other  from  the 
^  Crade^  lo  when  imited,  they  wotild  naturally 


pursue  the  same  means  to  drive  American  citizens 
from  the  same  commerce. 

"  The  account,  (says  the  Review,)  given  in  the 
Montreal  Herald  of  the  12th  of  October,  evidently 
froon  one  of  the  few  persons  who  survived  the  mas- 
sacre, is  probably  the  true  one.  From  this  it  appears, 
that  a  regular  expedition  was  fitted  oat  by  the  North- 
west Company,  to  drive  away,  for  the  second  time, 
the  people  belonging  to  the  Hadson  Bay  Company, 
who  had  repossessed  themselves  of  their  establiebment 
on  Red  river.  (Governor  Semple,  observing  their  ap- 
proach, said  *We  mast  go  and  meet  those  people— 
let  twenty  men  follow  me.'  They  had  only  proceeded 
a  few  hundred  yards  when  several  colonists  came  run- 
ning towards  them  in  great  dismay,  crying  oat  *  The 
Northwest  Company — the  half-breeds !'  Having  ad- 
vanced half  a  mile  from  Fort  Douglas,  a  numerous 
body  of  cavalry  appeared  from  behind  a  wood,  sur- 
roanded  the  Governor  and  his  people,  when  one 
Bouche,  a  Canadian,  rode  up  to  Mr.  Semple,  de- 
manding their  fort.  The  Governor  answered,  '  Go  to 
your  fort.*  *  You,'  retorted  Bouche,  '  have  destroyed 
our  fort,  you  damned  rascal.'  *  Scoundrel,'  said  the 
Governor,  laying  his  hand  upon  Bouche's  bridle,  *  dare 
you  call  me  so  1'  Bouche  sprang  from  his  horse,  and 
a  shot  was  immediately  fired,  by  which  Lieutenant 
Holt  fell.  The  next  shot  wounded  the  Governor,  who 
called  out  to  his  men, '  Do  what  you  can  to  take  care 
of  yourselves ;'  but  he  was  so  much  bebved  that  they 
afieetionately  gathered  round  him  to  learn  what  injury 
he  had  sufibrad ;  when  a  volley  of  musketry  was 
poured  into  the  group,  which  killed  several  and  wound- 
ed the  greater  part  of  them. 

^  The  cavalry  galloped  towards  the  survivors,  who 
took  ofi*  their  hats,  and  called  for  mercy.  But  this 
address  for  mercy  was  made  to  the  servants  of  the 
Northwest  Company,  and  at  their  hands  was  immedi- 
ately received  by  what  must  be  presnmed  the  accus- 
tomed measure  of  their  compassion — a  speedy  termi- 
nation of  earthly  calamities.  The  knifo,  the  axe,  or 
the  ball,  in  able  and  willing  hands,  soon  placed  in 
lasting  repose,  those  whom  pain  or  terror  had  rendered 
clamorous.  Thus  fell  Governor  Semple,  a  man  of 
amiable  and  modest  manners,  and  of  a  most  humane 
and  benevolent  disposition ;  bis  private  secretary,  the 
surgeon,  two  officers,  and  fifteen  settlers.  Their 
bodies  are  stated  to  have  been  barbarously  mangled 
lo  gratify  the  savage  rancor  of  their  murderers,  com- 
manded by  a  Mr.  Cuthbert  Grant,  who  told  the  sur- 
vivor that,  if  the  remainder  in  the  fort  showed  the 
least  resistance,  *  neither  man,  woman,  nor  child, 
should  be  spared."— Vb/.  16,  131,  2. 

Upon  this  exposition  of  facts  and  reasons,  Mr. 
B.  submitted,  that  he  stood  fully  justified  in 
chargiiig  all  the  robberies  and  murders  committed 
by  the  Biackfeet  and  Assinaboin  Indians,  to  the 
diabolical  machinations  of  British  traders.  The 
true  cause  of  their  hostility  bein^  shown,  the 
question  is,  upon  the  means  of  putting  an  end  to 
these  outrages,  and  preserving  the  fur  trade,  with- 
in the  United  States,  to  American  citizens. 

The  bill  reported  by  tbe  committee,  contem- 
plates four  provisions  to  accomplish  these  objects : 

1.  To  enter  into  treaties  of  trade  and  friendship 
with  the  principal  tribes  beyond  the  Mississippi. 

2.  To  locate  the  traders. 

3.  To  appoint  additional  sub-agents  to  be  em- 
ployed upon  the  Upper  Missouri. 
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of  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  circuit  court 
in  Kentucky ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  th6  relief  of 
Sarah  Chitwood ;"  and  it  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts 
providing  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles 
and  claims  to  land  in  the  St.  Helena  and  Jack- 
son Courthouse  land  district ;  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands;  and  Mr.  Lowrie  proposed  a  fur- 
ther amendment  to  the  bill ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke  presented  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  Robinson,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others, 
children  of  the  late  General  Thomas  Robinson, 
of  Delaware,  who  was  one  of  the  sureties  of 
Sharp  Dulany,  formerly  collector  of  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  praving  that  the  estate  of  his  father 
may  be  released  from  the  payment  of  the  interest 
that  has  accrued  on  a  debtaue  from  said  Dulany  to 
the  United  States ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1824,"  and  which  were 
disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
were  then  taken  up.  The  first  amendment  was, 
an  appropriation  "  for  graduating  and  improvingr 
the  grounds  around  the  President's  House,  92,000." 
The -Senate  then  agreed  to  recede  from  this  amend- 
ment. 

The  next  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate, 
and  not  concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, was,  to  make  provision  for  "an  agent," 
to  be  attached  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  under 
the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  for  making 
compensation  for  slaves  taken  away  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  that  the  Senate  do  recede 
from  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbour  said,  that,  on  the  subject  of  this 
agenc)r,  the  sentiments  which  he  had  expressed, 
when  it  was  before  under  consideration,  still  re- 
mained unchanged,  and,  indeed,  some  further  oc- 
currences had  confirmed  his  belief,  that  this  officer 
was  very  necessary  for  the  business  of  the  com- 
mission. But,  still,  he  did  not  believe  it  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  the  country  at  large,  to  pro- 
duce a  collision  between  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. In  consequence  of  this  conviction,  he  was 
prepared  to  recede  from  the  amendment. 

The  question  on  receding  was  put  and  carried. 

CLAIMS  AGAINST  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

The  bill "  providing  for  the  settlement  of  certain 
pecuniary  claims  against  the  United  States,"  was 
taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  This  bill  was  introduced,  on  leave  grant- 
ed, by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  and  reported  with 
sundry  amendments,  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 1 


diciary.    These  amendments  were  in  the  details 
of  the  bill.    Some  remarks  were  made  upon  them, 
by  Messrs.  Chandler^ atlor,  of  Virginia,  Low- 
rie, and  Barbour.    They  were  then  agreed  to. 
The  bill  provides  a  tribunal  for  the  adjostmeDt  of 
that  class  of  private  claims,  upon  which  so  much 
of  the  time  ot  Congress  has  been  consumed.  Mr. 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  hj 
limiting  its  operation  to  claims  of  a  certain  amoant, 
Messrs.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  and  Tatlob, 
of  Virginia,  spoke  upon  this  amendment,  and  it 
was  then  agreed  to.    Mr.  Mills  submitted  an 
amendment,  limiting  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to 
citizens  of  the  United   States.    This  was  also 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as 
amended.  The  amendments  were  agreed  to,  in 
Senate,  and.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Weonesdat,  Marcb  31. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bills  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  eotiiied 
"An  act  extending  the  term  of  pensions  granted 
to  persons  disabled,  and  to  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  those  who  have  been  slain,  or  who  have 
died  in  consequence  of  wounds  or  casualties  re- 
ceived while  in  the  line  of  their  dut)^,  on  board 
the  private  armed  ships  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  war,"  and  "  An  act  to  amend  an 
act,  entitled  *An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a 
turnpike  company  in  the  county  of  Alexandria, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  with  amendmeots 
to  each ;  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  first 
mentioned  bill,  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  last 
mentioned  bill ;  and,  on  motion,  they  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Nath&iiiel 
Potter,  and  others,  recommending  to  the  attention; 
of  Congress  a  new  planetarium,  invented  hf 
Theodore  Newell,  and  soliciting  for  the  inventor 
and  invention  such  encouragement  as  they  may 
merit;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Joint 
Library  Committee. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Comi 
mittee  on  Naval  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Thomas  Shields,  reported  a  bil] 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Shields;  which  wai 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  froii 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  statement  of  th 
expenditures  at  the  national  armories,  and  of  th 
arms,  dec,  made  therein ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  asked  and  obtaine 
leave  to  bring  in  a  resolution  to  authorize  the  p\i1 
chase  of  a  certain  number  of  the  copies  of  tJ{ 
Journals  of  Congress  from  1774  to  1788 ;  whiti 
was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  r 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
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fnefidJjT ;  eTery  tribe  which  trades  with  the  Brit- 
ishj  is  at  wtr  with  us !    Justice  requires  this  pro* 
tectioD  to  the  West.     Atlantic  commerce  is  pro* 
tectd  by  ships  of  war  in  every  sea,  bv  Ambassa- 
dors at  every  Court,  by  a  chain  of  lighthouses, 
iUuminated  at  the  annual  expense  of  $145,000, 
to  light  the  returning  cargo  into  port.     Shall  the 
West,  iheo,  solicit  in.  vain  for  a  little  post,  a  hand- 
fol  of  meo,  and  a  few  miserable  dollars,  to  pro- 
tect the  Jires  of  her  citizens,  upon  the  soil  of  their 
coontry,  ensaged  in  the  prosecution  of  a  trade  of 
iodispeasable  Talue  to  the  whole  Union  ?  ,^^^^Y 
oae  resists  this  appeal,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  ask  him  if  it 
is  not  right  to  be  just  before  we  are  generous? 
To  take  care  of  our  own  household,  before  we  go 
forth  in  quest  of  foreign  adventures  1    We  hare 
a  coiooy  of  deported  negroes,  upon  the  coast  of 
Africa.   We  vote  fifty  thousand  dollars  annually, 
aodseadout  a  ship  of  war  for  their  ])rotection. 
Last  year  they  were  attacked  by  their  fellow- 
coDDtrymen,  and   seven  of  their  number  killed 
aod  wounded.    The  agent  of  the  establishment 
called  00  Capt.  Spence,  of  the  United  States  ship 
Craoe,  to  land  his  crew,  and  build  them  ^'  a  per- 
DUDeot  and  powerful  fortification."    It  was  done. 
A  martella  lower  of  strong  mason  work  was  im- 
mediately constructed,  and  the  public  journals 
resoooded  with  applause.    At  this  very  session, 
wiihiQ  a  few  days  past,  we  have  repeated  our 
vote  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  this  charitable 
eorerprise  on  the  coast  of  Africa.    Yet  the  West 
a^b  for  thirty  thousand  dollars  only  for  the  pro- 
iectioD  of  her  trade  and  citizens ;  and  shall  it  be 
deoied  ? 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  LovRiE  expressed  some  doubts  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  nfth  section  of  this  bill.  He 
coQfJdemi  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Missoori,  oq  ibis  subject,  as  very  valuable — ^seve- 
ral sew  points  had  been  stated  by  that  gentleman. 
He  had  entertained  an  unfavorable  impression  of 
t^coodoct  of  the  Americans,  in  relation  to  the 
iBdian  tribes  which  had  been  spoken  of,  from  the 
documeou  communicated  by  the  President.  He 
^hed  a  few  days  delay,  in  order  again  to  exam- 
ine the  docoments  to  which  he  had  alluded. 

Mr.  Button  said  that  delay  in  the  considera- 
(ioQ  of  the  bill  would  be  destruction  to  it.  It  was 
of  the  greatest  importance  that  it  should  be  acted 
apoo  /nuDediately.  He  thought  there  could  be 
ao  occasion  for  delay.  He  answered  some  ob- 
jectiom  made  by  Mr.  Lowrib  to  the  fifth  section. 
Thfi  hill  constituted  a  complete  system,  and  he 
wooid  he  nnwilliiig  to  relinquish  any  section  of  it. 

Mr.  Cbandlbk  remarked  that  he  was  not  as 
v^il  iaformed  on  this  subject  as  the  gentleman 
from  Masoan  had  shown  himself  to  be ;  and  he, 
therefore,  wished  for  further  time  to  examine  it. 
He  moTed  the  postponement  of  the  bill  until 
Wednesday  next. 

Messrs.  HoLMEa  of  Maine,  and  Jobnson  of 
Ke&taekT,  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject. 
The  hiu  was  then  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next. 

And,  oa  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to- 

Qorrow. 


Tuesday,  March  30. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  that 
he  would,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a 
joint  resolution  providing  for  the  purchase  of  a 
certain  nuinber  of  the  Journals  of  the  Old  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  Van  Buben,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill  extend- 
ing the  benefit  of  copy-rights  to  the  authors  of 
paintings  or  drawings,  and  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Illi- 
nois," reported  them  severally  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Babton  communicated  a  letter  from  James 
Miller,  and  others,  in  answer  to  a  letter  from  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
showing  the  necessity  of  establishing  a  survey- 
or general's  oflice  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas ; 
and  the  letter  and  answer  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Lloyd,  late  a  marine  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  praying  a  pension ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill,  supplementary  to  an  act  of  Congress, 
passed  on  the  13th  day  of  June,  1812,  entitled 
"An  act  making  further  provision  for  settling  the 
claims  to  land  in  the  Tenitory  <  of  Missouri ;" 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eliiah  Van  Syckel,  of 
Philadelphia;  and'  the  resolutions  providing  a 
place  of  deposite  for  the  portrait  of  Columbus, 
and  directing  the  distribution  of  certain  copies  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  now  in  the  De- 
partment of  State :  were  severally  read  the  sec- 
ond time.  The  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the 
warehouse  at  the  former  quarantine  ground,  near 
the  English  Turn,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
for  the  erection  of  a  dwelling-house  at  the  Balize, 
in  said  State,  for  the  use  of  the  boarding  ofilcer 
at  that  place,  and  for  other  nurposes;  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  the  act  approved 
the  3d  March,  1823,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief 
of  John  B.  Hogan,"  and  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Barbara  Paulus." 

They  concur  in  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  6th,  7th,  and 
8th,  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1824 ;"  they 
disagree  to  the  4th  of  said  amendments,  and  con- 
cur in  the  fifth,  with  an  amendment;  in  which 
bills  and  amendment  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  severally  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  as  amended ; 
and,  on  motion,  it  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
Mr.  Bbown  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  circuit  and 
dbtrict  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  State 
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no  mora  than  two  or  three  inches  high,  prickly  pears 
profusely  covering  ei tensive  tracts,  and  weeds  of  a  few 
▼arieties,  which,  like  the  prickly  pears,  seem  to  thrive 
best  in  the  most  arid  and  sterile  soils." 

Page  361. — **In  regard  to  this  eitensive  section  of 
country,  we  do  not  hesitate  in  giving  the  opinion, 
that  it  is  almost  wholly  unfit  for  cultivation ;  and,  of 
coarse,  uninhabitable  by  a  people  depending  upon 
agriculture  for  subsistence.  Although  tracts  of  fertile 
land,  considerably  eitensive,  are  occasionally  to  be 
met  with,  yet  the  scarcity  of  wood  and  water,  almost 
uniformly  prevalent,  will  prove  an  insuperable  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  settling  the  country.  This  objection 
rests  not  only  against  the  immediate  section  under 
consideration,  but  applies  with  equal  propriety  to  a 
much  larger  portion  of  the  country.  Agreeably  to  the 
best  intelligence  that  can  be  had,  concerning  the  country 
both  northward  and  southward  of  the  section,  and 
especially  to  the  inferences  deducible  from  the  account 
given  by  Lewis  and  Clark,  of  the  country  situated  be- 
tween the  Missouri  and  the  Rocky  Mountains,  above 
the  River  Platte,  the  vast  region  commencing  near  the 
sources  of  the  Sabine,  Trinity,  Brasos,  and  Colorado, 
and  extending  northwardly  to  the  49lh  degree  of 
North  latitude,  by  which  the  United  States  territory  is 
limited  in  that  direction,  is,  throughout,  of  a  similar 
character.  The  whole  of  this  region  seems  peculiarly 
adapted  as  a  range  for  buffaloes,  wild  goats,  and  other 
wild  game,  incalculable  multitudes  of  whicli  find 
ample  pasturage  and  subsistence  upon  it." 

**  This  region,  however,  viewed  as  a  frontier,  may 
prove  of  infinite  importance  to  the  United  States,  in- 
asmuch as  it  is  calculated  to  serve  as  a  barrier  to  pre- 
vent too  great  an  extension  of  our  population  west- 
ward, and  secure  us  against  the  machinations  or  incur- 
sions of  sn  enemy,  that  might  be  disposed  to  annoy  us 
in  that  quarter," 

There  is  no  part  of  the  valuable  work  before  me, 
eaid  Mr.  D.,  which  has  given  me  so  mach  pleasure 
as  that  which  I  have  just  read.  It  is  a  melancholy 
truth,  that  the  aborigines  of  this  continent  must 
and  will  be  exterminated  from  every  section  of 
the  country  in  which  agriculture  can  be  followed 
with  success.  Such  has  been,  such  must  be  their 
fate !  But  here  seemed  to  be  a  region,  in  which 
a  remnant  of  the  innumerable  tribes  that  once 
traversed  our  forests,  might  find  a  habitation,  safe 
from  the  overwhelming  flood  of  white  population, 
which  would  otherwise  drive  them  from  the  face 
of  the  earth.  But  even  this  last  refuge  is  to  fail 
them,  if  our  hunters  and  trappers  are  to  be  sup- 
ported by  an  armed  force,  while  they  utterly  de- 
stroy the  beaver  and  buffalo  of  this  vast  region. 

It  is  intended  to  send  four  companies  to  the 
Upper  Missouri.  Mr.  D.  said,  he  was  informed 
by  a  gentleman  of  great  military  experience,  and 
welt  acquainted  with  that  country,  tnat  four  com- 
panies would  be  altogether  inadequate  to  the  pur- 
pose intended ;  that  they  would  be  easily  cut  off 
by  the  Indians ;  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  send 
a  smaller  force  than  two  or  three  regiments — and 
if  these  should  be  stationed  as  high  up  as  the  Falls 
of  Missouri,  it  would  require  several  regiments 
more  to  be  stationed  at  different  points  on  the  river ; 
otherwise,  all  supplies  would  be  cut  off,  and  our 
forces  would  pertsh  for  want  of  subsistence.  Our 
troops  on  the  tipper  Missouri  must  depend  almost 


entirely  upon  supplies  from  our  settlements  at  and 
below  Council  Bluffs.  Neither  grain  nor  cattle 
can  be  procured  in  those  sterile  reffions.  Etcii 
turnips  cannot  be  raised  among  the  rocVs  and 
sand  of  the  region  in  latitude  forty-eight.  General 
Gaines  states,  that,  within  our  Western  bonnd- 
aries,  there  are  thirty  thousand  warriors.  They 
are,  probably,  orerrated  ;  but,  no  doubt,  ibejf  are 
sufiQciently  strong  to  destroy  any  force  wbich  it 
has  been  proposed  to  send  among  them. 

The  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, proposed  to  be  appropriated  for  transportiiig 
this  military  force  to  the  Upper  Missouri,  w 
defray  but  a  very  small  portion  of  the  eipense. 
We  must  judge  of  the  future  by  the  past.    The  ex- 
pense of  the  Yellow  Stone  expedition  will  afford  us 
some  data  for  forming  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
of  an  expedition  to  the  Fallsof  the  Missouri.  The 
expedition  for  Yellow  Stone  advanced  no  farther 
than  Council  Bluffs :  yet  the  expense  of  transport- 
ing a  small  military  force  to  that  point  bai  been 
enormous.    The  transportation  ol  one  hundred 
and  forty-flve  tons  of  provisions,  munitions  of  vat, 
dbc,  bv  the  steamboat  expedition,  one  hundred  and 
forty-nve  tons  by  the  Jefferson,  seventy-fite  tons 
by  the  Johnson,  with  three  hundred  troops,  chiefly 
from  the  north  of  the  Missouri,  to  Council  Bloffs, 
coat  the  United  States  ^55,000.    There  are  oihei 
charges,  to  a  very  large  amount,  to  be  broughi 
itito  the  account ;  so  that  it  may  be  estimated  th& 
the  transportation  of  our  troops  to  Council  Blui 
with  all  the  necessary  supplies,  munitions  of  wai 
dkc.,  cost  us  at  about  the  rate  of  one  thousand  do 
lars  per  man.    What,  then,  will  be  the  expense c 
sendmg  an  armed  force  sixteen  or  seventeen  bui 
dred  miles  further  up  the  river,  with  all  the  n 
cessary  supplies  ?    Certainly  much  greater  th) 
could  be  balanced  by  any  trade  that  could  be  i 
tablished  with  the  Indians.     The  difficulties  ai 
expenses   of  the  expedition   would  increase 
something  like  a  geometrical  ratio,  as  it  sboii 
recede  from  our  settlements;  from  which  alo 
supplies    could   be  obtained.      The  expense 
mamtaining  a  military  post,  in  a  situation  so  ^ 
mote,  would  be  enormous. 

But  the  most  exceptionable  part  of  the  bill 
not  the  protection  of  the  fhir  traders,  which  is 
tended,  out  the  protection  of  the  hunters  and  tr 
pers,  which  will  be  effected.  These  military  p< 
multiply  the  points  of  collision  with  the  M 
tribes,  and  must  lead  to  wars  with  tbetn.  1 
hunters  and  trappers  will  be,  and  ought  to  be, 
sisted  by  them.  Their  rights  to  their  buffalo,  tl 
beaver,  and  their  game,  are  as  sacred  asouri'ij 
to  our  property.  It  would  be  as  just  la  thel 
invade  our  territories  and  take  off*  our  cattle,  i 
would  be,  on  our  part,  to  take  and  destroy  ' 
beaver,  and  much  less  cruel.  For,  if  our  c 
are  taken  away,  we  soon  raise  more — not  so 
the  beaver — once  destroyed,  or  driven  from 
gion,  they  appear  there  no  more.  Taking  i 
their  buffalo,  their  beaver,  and  their  game,  is : 
ing  at  their  very  existence ;  they  look  with  { 
upon  these  hunters  and  trappers,  as  the  instrui 
of  their  extermination.  Can  they  be  blame 
resisting  them  ?    And  yet,  when  they  do,  i 
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comes  neeessar]F  to  chastise  and  subdue  them  ;  al- 
though it  may  be  against  the  laws  of  humanity, 
the  circumstances  of  the  country  require  it.  But 
ererjr  principle  of  justice  and  humanity  requires 
that  we  should  avoid  and  prevent  the  causes  of 
proTocatioD.  Have  there  been  no  circumstances 
of  aggression,  which  have  provoked  the  late  hos- 
tilities of  the  Indians  ?  The  facts  before  us  will 
not  warrant  an  answer  in  the  negative. 

General  Asblev  and  Major  Henry  had  a  license 
to  trade  with  the   Indians.    The  laws  prohibit 
their  trapping  and  hunting  in  the  Indian  territories. 
To  take  with  them  a  company  of  hunters  and 
trappers  among  the  Indians,  against  their  will, 
was  itself  an  actof  aggression  and  hostility.    Gen- 
eral Ashley  traded  with  the  Arikaras  for  fifty  or 
sixty  horses,  without  a  special  license  for  that 
porpose.    These  Were  not  necessary  for  the  usual 
purposes  of  trade.     His  party  consisted  of  ninety 
meo-a  much  larger  number  than  was  necessary 
for  the  purposes  of  Indian  trade ;  but  not  more 
than  was  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  and 
tnppinf.    The  Arikaras  could  not  doubt  but  this 
expedition  was  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of  hunt- 
ing and  trapping.     Two  of  the  Arikaras  had  been 
killed  in  an  affray  with  the  Missouri  Fur  Com- 
pany ;  one  of  them,  a  son  of  a  principal  Chief  of 
thetrihe,  which,  notwithstanding  their  professions 
to  the  contrary,  they  had  not  forgotten.    They 
treacberoosly  attacked  General  Ashley's  party,  and 
kiiied,foarteeD,and  wounded  nine  ot  his  men,  for 
which  ihcy  have  been  severely  and  justly  chas- 
tised. 

Bat,  were  the  Indians  not  justified  in  their  sus- 
picions that  this  was  an  expedition  for  the  purpose 
of  bunting  and  trapping  1  Major  O'Fallon,  one 
of  oor  Indian  agents,  had  no  doubt  that  a  license 
had  been  granted  to  General  Ashley  and  Major 
Henry,  to  trade,  trap,  and  hunt,  on  the  Upper 
Missoari.  General  Atkinson,  in  his  letter  of  the 
pih  Angost,  1823,  says,  '<  A  Mr.  Smith,  who  came 
'  down  with  the  proceeds  of  the  trappers  and  hunt- 
*  ers  of  General  Ashley,  from  the  mouth  of  Yellow 
'  Stone,  gives  also  some  verbal  news,  to  the  follow- 
[  gg«fiect,  viz :  *  He  left  the  Yellow  Stone  with 
^  Mr.  Hary,  with  all  the  party  under  him,  except 
'  tireoty  men,  left  in  the  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the 
'  Yeliow  Stone." 

^  any  one  doubt  that  the  expedition  under 
General  Ashley  and  Major  Henry  was  for  the  pur- 
P^  of  banting  and  trapping,  as  well  as  for  carry 
^&goa  trade  with  the  Indians  ? 

What  were  the  circumstances  attending  the 
"»OBri  Pur  Company,  under  Immel  and  Jones, 
J^ontt  attacked  and  killed  by  the  Blackfeet 
indiins?  Were  they  innocent  traders,  or  were 
IheyiiQQters  and  trappers,  invading  the  Indian 
territoriesl  T.  F.  Gordon,  a  young  gentleman 
"JJ^cscffice  of  that  company,  in  his  letter  of  the 
lath  Jane  last,  says  "  It  becomes  my  unpleasant 
^  wty  to  inform  you  of  the  defeat  of  our  party  by 
J  the  BUekfeet  Indians,  and  of  the  dire  conse- 
^  quencesof  the  same.  After  penetrating  to  the 
^  thret  foiki  of  the  Missouri,  early  in  the  Spring, 
although  we  found  that  country  almost  trapped 
'OQt  by  tb€  Indians,  we  had  succeeded,  by  the 


'  greatest  perseverance,  in  taking  about packs 

'  of  beaver.  On  the  16th  of  May,  having  reached 
*  the  upper  Three  Forks  of  R.  Jefferson's  river, 
'  and  finding  no  beaver  in  that  quarter,  we  com- 
'  menced  a  retrograde  march  to  the  Yellow  Stone," 
dbc.  These  were  certainly  the  most  indefatigable, 
enterprising,  persevering  company  of  hunters  and 
trappers  that  ever  afiBlicted  the  Indian  tribes.  It 
would  have  been  very  satbfactory  to  know  the 
number  of  packs  of  beaver  taken  by  these  trappers, 
but  there  is  an  unfortunate  blank  in  the  letter ;  the 
reason  for  withholding  this  Information  is  not 
known.  The  Blackfeet  Indians  waylaid  this  com- 
pany, and,  says  Mr.  Gordon,  "  they  rushed  upon 
'  us  with  their  whole  force,  pouring  down  from 
'  every  quarter.  Messrs.  Immel  and  Jones  both 
'  fell  early  in  the  engagement.  A  conflict  thns 
'  unequal,  could  not  long  be  maintained.  The 
<  result  was  the  loss  of  five  other  men  killed,  fonr 
'  wounded ;  the  entire  loss  of  all  our  horses  and 
'  equipage ;  traps,  beaver,  and  every  thing."  And 
shall  It  be  said  that  the  Missouri  Fur  Company 
are  innoeent,  unoffending  traders  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, have  they  not  unnecessarily  provoked  these 
Indian  hostilities  ? 

.  It  is  said,  these  Indians  sell  their  furs  to  the 
British  traders.  If  so,  it  must  be  because  those 
traders  treat  them  more  kindly  than  ours,  give 
them  a  better  price  for  their  furs  and  peltries,  and 
sell  them  goods  at  a  cheaper  rate.  The  Indians 
understand  their  interests  as  well  as  their  rights, 
and  when  they  can  carry  on  their  commerce  with 
our  traders  with  as  much  advantage  as  with  the 
British,  ours  will  be  preferred.  The  British  trad- 
ers do  not  hunt  or  trap  upon  the  Indian  territo- 
ries, within  their  boundaries.  They  gain  the 
confidence  of  the  Indians  by  acts  of  kindness, 
which  ours  ought  to  do,  but  which  they  never 
will  do,  while  they  rely  upon  an  armed  force  to 
enable  them  to  impose  their  own  conditions  upon 
the  Indians. 

We  are  told  that  the  British  traders  come  with- 
in our  boundaries  to  trade  with  the  Indians.  If 
so,  the  means  are  sufficient,  under  our  present 
laws,  for  their  expulsion.  We  are  also  told  that 
there  is  an  armed  force  at  Fort  Douglass,  on 
Moose  river,  within  our  boundaries.  Ii  there  is 
such  a  force  established  there,  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  it  ouffht  to  be  made  a  mat- 
ter of  complaint  against  that  Government.  A 
remedy  ought  to  be'  songht  by  negotiation. 

If  we  can  have  a  peaceful  trade  with  the  Indian 
tribes  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  it  ought  to  be  main- 
tained, even  at  great  expense.  If  we  cannot,  in 
the  name  of  humanity  let  it  be  abandoned.  But 
the  views  of  these  fur  companies  are  of  a  charac- 
ter decidedly  hostile  towards  these  Indians.  Ev6n 
the  late  expedition  against  the  Ricaras  seems  to  have 
been  a  war  of  the  hunters  and  trappers  against 
that  tribe,  in  which  the  United  States  acted  as 
allies.  It  was  through  the  agency  of  the  Missouri 
Fur  Company  that  the  Sioux  were  induced  to 
take  part  agamst  the  Ricaras.  Colonel  Leaven- 
worth marched  against  this  tribe  with  220  regular 
troops.  80  men  of  General  Ashley's  company,  40  of 
the  Missouri  Fur  Company,  and  about  four  or  fire 
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hundred  Sioux  Indians.  The  Ricaras,  after  their 
towns  were  battered  about  their  ears,  and  roan 7 
of  their  people  killed,  begged  for  peace.  This, 
Colonel  Leavenworth,  as  well  as  General  Ash- 
ley, was  willing  to  grant.  Not  so  the  Missouri 
Fur  Company.  They  were  determined  to  carry 
on  the  war,  and  the  United  States  were  under  the 
necessity  of  making  a  separate  peace.  Upon  this 
subject  I  will  quote  from  Colonel  Leavenworth's 
official  letter : 

**The  Ricaras  sent  out  and  begged  for  peace. 
They  said  that  the  first  shot  from  our  cannon  had 
killed  the  celebrated  chief  called  Grey  Eyes,  who 
caused  all  the  mischief;  and  that  we  had  killed  a  great 
many  of  their  people,  and  their  horses.  They  were 
evidently  very  much  terrified,  and  completely  hum- 
bled. Being  convinced  of  this,  and  supposing  that  the 
Government  would  be  better  pleased  to  have  these  In- 
dians corrected  than  exterminated,  and  as  the  Sioux, 
amounting  to  about  seven  or  eight  hundred  warriors, 
had  left  us,  in  a  very  strange  and  unaccountable  man- 
ner, it  was  thought  best,  under  all  the  drcnmstanoes  of 
the  case,  to  listen  to  the  solicitations  of  the  Ricaras  for 
peace,  especially  as  it  was  understood  that  our  round 
shot  were  nearly  all  expended.  Consequently  a  treaty 
was  made  with  them,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed.  In 
making  this  treaty  I  met  with  every  possible  difficulty 
which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Missouri  Fur  Com- 
pany to  throw  in  my  way  ;  and  as  Mr.  Pilcher,  their 
acting  partner,  had  been  appointed  as  special  sub-agent 
to  raise  the  Sioux  against  the  Ricaras,  he  was  able  to 
give  me  great  trouble." 

Colonel  Leavenworth,  after  stating  the  damage 
that  bad  been  done  to  the  Indians,  the  number 
that  had  been  killed,  that  they  fled  from  their 
towns,  and  other  circumstances,  adds : 

**  On  the  morning  of  the  16th  we  placed  the  mother 
of  the  late  chief.  Grey  Eyes,  (an  aged  and  infirm  wo- 
man, whom  they  had  left  in  their  flight,)  in  one  of 
the  principal  lodges  of  the  lower  village;  gave  her 
plenty  of  provisions  and  water,  and  left  her  in  the 
quiet  possession  of  the  towns,  snd  the  property  left  by 
the  Indiant,  except  some  corn,  which  bad  been  taken 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  men.  At  about  10  o'clock 
of  the  15th  the  troops  were  embarked,  to  descend  the 
river,  and  our  guard  withdrawn,  and  every  soul  re- 
moved from  the  villages,  except  the  woman  before- 
mentioned.  All  the  boats  were  got  underweigh  about 
the  same  time." 

**  Before  we  were  out  of  sight  of  the  towns,  we  had 
the  mortification  to  discover  that  they  were  on  fire. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  they  have  been  consumed  to 
ashes ;  nor  is  there  any  doubt  but  that  they  were  set 
on  fire  by  one  McDonald,  a  partner,  and  one  Gordon, 
a  clerk  of  the  Missouri  Fur  Company." 

**  If  the  nation  has  been  deprived  of  the  advantages 
which  might  have  resulted  from  the  magnanimity  of 
her  troops,  towards  a  fallen  and  humbled  enemy,  tt  is 
chargeable  to  that  company,  or  to  those  individuals 
who  set  the  towns  on  fire.  Had  not  this  been  done, 
there  is  no  room  to  doubt  but  that  the  Ricara  Indians 
would,  in  future,  have  behaved  as  well  towards  our 
cpuntrymen,  as  any  other  Indians  on  the  river.  It  is 
now  my  deliberate  opinion  that  those  Indians  will  be 
excited  to  further  hostilities,  if  in  the  power  of  the 
Missouri  Fur  Company  to  effect  it." 

Such  are  the  means  by  which  the  Indians  are 
provoked  to  hostilities  by  the  hunters  and  trappers 


who  traverse  their  country.  If  this  system  is  to 
be  pursued,  I  am  utterly  averse  to  placiDg  any 
military  force  higher  up  the  Missouri  than  Coun- 
cil Bluffs.  This  IS  three  hundred  miles  in  advance 
of  the  Western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri— far  enough  for  the  protection  of  our  fron- 
tier settlements — far  enough  for  all  the  purposes 
of  fair  trade. 

Mr.  Benton  replied.  He  imputed  the  remarks 
made  bj  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  (0  his 
want  ofinformation  upon  the  subject.  He  stated 
that  the  title  of  the  bill  had  reference  to  the  effect 
of  the  whole  Treaty  of  Ghent,  because  that  treaty 
did  not  revive  the  3d  article  of  Mr.  Jay's  treaty. 
In  this  respect  alone,  the  Ghent  treaty  was  worth, 
to  the  Western  States,  all  the  blood  and  treasure 
which  the  late  war  had  cost  them.  But  how  was 
it  to  be  executed  against  British  traders?  The 
President,  as  executor  of  the  laws,  was  bound  to 
carry  the  treaty  into  efifect.  How  ?  By  going  to 
the  I^orth western  frontier  in  person  to  keep  out 
Englishmen?  No,  sir:  but  by  sending  troops: 
and  this  is  what  the  bill  proposes,  and  what  has 
been  intended  by  two  successive  Administrations. 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  has  read  from 
Major  Lone's  Journal,  to  show  that  the  country 
beyond  the  Mandan  villages  was  barren,  sterile, 
and  unfit  for  cultivation.  Without  opposing  other 
authority  to  this  description  of  the  country,  Mr. 
B.  would  ask  for  the  application  of  the  fact, 
taking  it  to  be  as  stated  by  Major  Long;  was  it 
an  argument  against  the  bill  ?  Not  at  all.  To 
the  contrary,  it  was  in  favor  of  it:  for  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  bill  to  send  out  an  agricultu- 
ral colony,  but  a  military  post,  to  protect  the  fur 
trade;  and,  the  more  unmnabitable,  inaccessible, 
and  mountainous  the  country,  the  better  it  was 
for  the  furred  animals,  and  the  better  theatre  it 
presented  for  the  trader. 

The  Senator  objects  to  sending  a  post  to  the 
Falls  of  Missouri.  Well :  the  bill  does  not  name 
the  Falls,  or  any  other  point.  It  leaves  it  to  the 
President  to  station  the  troops  at  such  point  on 
the  Upper  Missouri,  as  will  accomplish  the  objectt 
intenaed.  It  would  be  wrong  to  name  a  precis^ 
point  in  the  bill.  Congress  hare  their  duties  at* 
signed  them  by  the  Constitution ;  and  the  Presi^ 
dent  has  his.  prescribed  by  the  same  high  author 
ity.  It  is  tne  business  of  Congress  to  vote  thi 
troops  and  the  supplies;  it  is  the  right  of  the  Presij 
dent  to  employ  them  where  the  public  service  majj 
require  their  presence.  The  mouth  of  the  Yellow 
Stone  river  will  probably  be  the  point.  Tbij 
name  has  become  unpopular;  but,  in  excitia| 
public  odium  against  it,  it  may  be  well  to  look  ^ 
the  origin  of  its  selection.  It  was  selected  M 
Lewis  and  Clark,  on  their  return  from  the  Pacini 
Ocean,  as  the  proper  point  for  commanding  tM 
rich  fur  trade  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  It  wal 
approved  by  the  Administration  in  the  year  18181 
Mr.  Madison  being  President,  and  Mr.  Monrfl^ 
Secretary  of  War.  Recollection  of  these  facr 
will  show  that  gentlemen  miss  the  mark  wbr 
they  condemn  those  who  now  endeavor  to  cat 
a  post  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone,  f 
the  distance  is  still  objected  to.    Eigbteea  hi 
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dred  miles  beyond  the  Mississippi  makes,  indeed, 
an  appalling  sound.  But  that  is  by  water,  fol- 
lowing the  bends  of  the  river.  The  Rocky  Moun- 
taios  are  bat  nine  hundred  miles  from  the  Missis- 
sippi; and  a  post  at  the  Yellow  Stone  will  be 
within  supporting  distances  of  the  Falls  of  St. 
Anthony  and  the  Council  Blufis.  The  smallness 
of  the  amoant  required  for  the  transport  of  the 
troops  is  objected  to;  doubtless  the  objection  would 
aJso  come  if  the  amount  was  large.  But  the  ac- 
cDficy  oi  the  estimate  is  disputed.  Thirteen 
thousand  dollars  is  said  to  be  too  little  for  the  ob- 
jecL  I  answer,  that  the  estimate  is  made  by  the 
duartermaster  General,  upon  the  basis  that  the 
troops  will  move  in  their  own  boats.    It  b  sup- 

Cried  hY  the  fact  that  the  expedition  of  Colonel 
arenworth  cost  but  $4,000.  Every  one  ac- 
9Dainted  with  the  movement  of  troops  upon  the 
Western  rivers  in  their  own  boats,  can  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  smallness  of  the  sums  required  for  such 
expeditions.  But  it  is  said  that  the  troops  cannot 
be  sustained  after  they  are  carried  to  the  post. 
Sach  a  statement  derogates  from  the  power  of 
this  Government.  Look  to  the  British  compa- 
nies. They  have  upwards  of  three  thousand  men 
in  their  service,  stretched  across  the  continent, 
from  the  frontiers  of  Canada  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Colombia  river,  occupying  a  line  of  |K)sts  farther 
north  than  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone,  in  a 
cliioaie  more  inhospitable  than  on  the  banks  of 
the  Missouri,  and  without  the  advantage  of  a 
direct  communication  by  water,  either  with  each 
other,  or  with  the  settlements  in  Canada.  Yet 
these  three  thousand  men  are  sustained;  some  of 
the  posts  they  occupy  have  been  kept  up  for  forty 
yean;  all  this  has  been  done  by  a  company  of  fur 
traders;  and  shall  it  be  admitted  that  the  power  of 
the  United  States  is  inadequate  to  the  support  of 
four  companies  upon  the  Upper  Missouri f  But 
why  object  to  a  distance  of  one  thousand  eight 
handred  miles — ^to  an  expense  of  $13,000,  when 
v^e  send  a  ship  of  war  annually  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  three  thousand  miles,  and  vote  $50,000 
per  annum  to  protect  our  deported  negroes  from 
the  depredations  of  their  fellow-countrymen? 
Gentkoien  suppose  that  an  exhibition  of  force  is 
Qot  necessary  among  these  Indians.  They  labor 
™<i^r  a  great  m  is  take.  T  he  savage  respects  po  w- 
^i  and  nothing  else.  The  Arab  of  the  desert,  and 
theBlackfoot  of  the  Saskatchiwoine,  act  upon  the 
nmt  principle.  Each  considers  the  merchant 
^  the  traveller  as  his  lawful  prey,  and  they  kill 
*B4iobhimif  they  can. 

Hr.  DiCKEBSON  conceived  it  his  dutv  to  answer 
tosotae  part  of  the  remarks  that  haa  just  been 
^^^  tit  was  not  the  eulogist  of  the  British 
^^m^  or  Britbh  fur  companies.  He  had  said, 
^t,  if  the  Indians  prefer  trading  with  them,  it  is 
t^ecaose  their  confidence  is  gained  bv  kind  treat- 
i^Qi  and  fair  dealing.  As  to  the  nostile  views 
01  those  traders  and  companies  towards  us,  he  had 
^^^  not  one  word.  He  had  not  attempted  to  jus- 
tify them.  As  to  the  quarrels  between  the  rival 
British  for  companies,  they  are  of  no  importance 
to  us.  If  they  make  war  upon  each  other,  it  is 
their  cooeem,  not  ours.    If  they  murdered  Gover- 


nor Semple,  that  was  no  act  of  hostility  towards 
the  United  States,  nor  towards  the  Indians.  It 
has  no  bearing  upon  the  subject  before  the  Senate. 
I  do  not  think  the  killing  of  the  two  American 
Indians  has  been  satisfactorily  accounted  for. 
Surely  they  were  not  killed  because  there  had 
been  hostility  between  Governor  Lewis  and  some 
of  the  tribes  of  Indians,  or  because  it  had  been 
necessary  to  smuggle  a  Mandan  chief  around  the 
Ricara  villages,  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago;  or 
because  twelve  men  had  been  killed,  under  Lisa, 
long  since.  It  is  probable  they  were  killed  in 
some  attack  which  they  were  rash  enough  to 
make  on  the  trappers  and  hunters  of  the  Missouri 
Fur  Company.  The  Ricaras  probably  thought 
that  their  youn&[  men  were  justifiable;  and,  al- 
though they  professed  to  have  forgotten  and  for- 
given the  supposed  injury,  it  is  very  evident  they 
had  done  neitner. 

Information  of  the  circumstances  which  I  have 
stated,  to  show  that  General  Ashley  and  his  com- 
pany, as  well  as  the  Missouri  Fur  Company,  were 
engaged  in  trapping  and  hunting  in  the  Indian 
territories,  was  not  derived  from  the  letter  from 
the  West,  published  in  all  our  papers,  and  which 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  asserts  was  a  tissue 
of  falsehoods.  It  was  derived  from  a  source  en- 
titled to  the  highest  respect.  It  was  derived  from 
the  documents  transmitted  to  us  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  with  his  message  of  the  2d 
of  December  last.  The  part  respecting  General 
Ashley,  b  in  a  letter  of  General  Atkinson,  page 
83,  of  those  documents — and  the  part  respecting 
the  Missouri  Fur  Company,  in  paee  71  of  those 
documents;  in  a  letter  from  William  Gordon, 
upon  whom  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  has 
pronounced  the  highest  euloeium.  What  was 
said  of  the  interference  of  the  Missouri  Fur  Com- 
pany, to  prevent  a  peace  with  the  Ricaras,  and 
of  the  burning  their  towns,  by  this  same  Mr. 
Gk>rdon,  and  a  Mr.  McDonald,  may  be  found  in 
the  same  document,  page  95. 

The  system  of  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes  latelv  pursued  is  radically  wrong.  The 
British  trading  and  fur  companies  are  not  sup- 
ported bv  the  armed  force  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment; they  have  no  means  of  insuring  success 
but  by  treating  the  Indians  kindly,  and  dealing 
with  them  fairly.  When  our  traders  do  the 
same,  they  will  meet  with  equal  success. 

Mr.  Smith  spoke  in  favor  of  allowing  more 
time  for  investigation  and  inquiry,  and  was  op- 
posed to  the  passage  of  the  bill  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  said,  he  believed,  if 
we  intended  to  invade  the  country  of  the  Indians 
with  a  military  force,  we  ought  to  hold  a  treaty 
with  them,  and  obtain  their  consent  to  the  meas- 
ure. We  had  no  right  to  do  it  without  their  con- 
sent. He  requested  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
to  give  him  some  information  upon  this  subject. 
He  wished  to  know,  also,  if  the  Indian  tribes  had 
not  a  right  to  conquer  and  occupy  each  other's 
territory.  If  the  tribe  of  Biackfeet  had  come 
from  Canada,  and  conquered  and  taken  possession 
of  the  country  of  another  tribe,  he  wished  to  know 
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what  ri^ht  the  United  States  had  to  interfere  in 
the  business.  He  wished  to  be  informed,  too, 
whether  we  have  any  right  to  prevent  those  In- 
dians from  going  where  they  choose — ^into  Can- 
ada, or  elsewhere — to  trade  for  their  furs.  These 
were  important  questions  upon  these  points — and 
Mr.  K.  said,  he  believed  there  had  never  been  any 
correct  understanding  on  the  subject.  He  pre- 
sumed there  was  no  distinct  law  respecting  it. 
These  Indian  tribes  do  not  come  within  our  juris- 
diction; our  laws  do  not  control  them — even 
when  they  commit  murders,  they  are  not  amena- 
ble to  our  laws.  It  has  always  oeen  the  practice 
of  the  Indians  to  go  from  one  country  to  another ; 
it  is  their  habit  to  wander  over  the  wilderness, 
from  place  to  place.  Mr.  K.  said,  he  wished  to 
see  the  principle  by  which  we  were  goins  to  make 
provisions  like  those  ct>ntained  in  this  bill.  We 
must  make  some  treaty  with  the  Indians  before 
we  can  do  it.  Can  we  send  a  military  force  into 
their  territory  without  their  consent?  Mr.  K. 
believed  we  had  never  yet  done  it.  We  have 
power  to  make  arrangements  with  them  for  the 
security  of  our  trade  with  them — ^but  this  bill  does 
more — it  goes  to  restrain  their  trade,  and  exclude 
all  others  from  it  but  ourselves.  Mr.  K.  said,  he 
would  agree  to  all  the  other  provisions  of  the  bill, 
but  that  which  provided  for  the  sending  of  troops 
into  the  Indian  countries.  He  must  know  more 
about  it  before  he  would  consent  to  that.  He  had 
merely  suggested  these  ideas,  to  call  forth  further 
information  on  the  preliminary  ground,  as  to  our 
ri^ht  to  take  the  course  proposed  in  the  bill.  He 
wished,  also,  to  know  what  prohibitions  were  to 
be  introduced,  to  regulate  our  trade  with  the 
Indians. 

Mr.  Benton  rose  to  answer  the  questions  pro- 
posed to  him  b)r  the  Senator  from  New  York.  It  nad 
oeen  the  practice  of  the  Government  to  establish 
military  posts  in  the  Indian  country  without  their 
consent.  The  practice  had  obtained  under  every 
Administration.  All  the  frontier  States  and  Terri- 
tories were  full  of  examples.  Without  going  into 
an  enumeration  of  instances,  which  might  bs  for- 
gotten and  disputed,  he  would  state  one,  known  to 
us  all,  sanctioned  by  us  all,  and  up  to  the  point  of 
the  gentleman's  inquiry — he  alluded  to  the  post 
at  the  Council  Bluffs.  It  was  established  four 
years  ago,  under  the  orders  of  the  President,  and 
had  secured  the  annual  sanction  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  in  annual  appropriations  to  its  support. 
Yet  this  post  was  established  upon  Indian  territory, 
without  their  consent,  and  is  maintained  without 
it.  Further,  Mr.  B.  said,  the  Senate,  in  its  ca- 
pacity of  adviser  to  the  President,  in  his  treaty- 
making  power,  had  decided  the  same  question.  He 
spoke  of  the  Senate's  refusal  to  ratify  the  treaty 
made  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  fifteen 
square  miles  of  territory  to  include  the  fort  and 
fields  at  the  Council  Blufi*s.  The  injunction  of  se- 
crecy had  been  removed  from  the  Senate's  pro- 
ceedings upon  that  treaty.  The  Journal  would 
show  that  the  distinguished  Senator  from  New 
York  had  voted  against  its  ratification.  His  own 
high  authority  might,  therefore,  be  quoted  against 
himself,  in  answer  to  the  first  question  which  he 


had  put.    In  addition  to  all  this,  may  be  qcoted 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1802.    It  is  our  code 
of  Indian  laws,  enacted  under  the  Administratloii 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  turns,  in  every  clause,  upon 
the  assertion  of  the  principle  that  tne  Indians  ate 
not  independent  nations ;  that  our  jurisdiction  ex- 
tends over  their  soil,  and  over  their  acts ;  and  that 
our  troops  may  be  sent  into  their  country,  without 
their  consent,  as  often  as  our  policy  requires  it  to 
be  done. 

The  second  interrogatory  put  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  related  to  our  rignt  to  interfere 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Indians  "  among  themselves.'' 
Mr.  B.  said,  that  there  was  no  part  of  the  bill, 
under  discussion,  which  asserted  such  a  right,  or 
proposed  to  exercise  it.    He,  therefore,  claimed  the 
indulgence  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  in 
declining  to  answer  a  question  not  relevant  to  the 
matter  in  hand. 

The  third  interrogatory  inquired  for  the  terms, 
prohibitions,  and  regulations,  proposed  to  be  put 
into  the  projected  treaties.    Here  again,  Mr.  B. 
adverted  to  the  separation  of  power  oetwcen  the 
Congress  iind  the  Executive.    We  vote  the  appro- 
priation for  defraying  the  expense  of  holding  the 
treaties;  the  President  conducts  the  negotiations. 
If  treaties  are  made,  the  Senate's  power  over  their 
stipulations  .then  commences.    It  can  refuse  to 
ratify^  if  it  disapproves.    The  bill  on  the  table  was 
sufficiently  indicative  of  the  object  of  the  treaties^ 
by  the  description  of  '^  trade  and  friendship."    AH 
the  rest  is  given,  by  the  Constitution,  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive authority. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  dissented  entirely  from 
the  observations  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri.  He  (Mr.  K.)  did  not  l^ieve  there  was 
any  authority  whatever,  for  placing  a  militarj 
force  in  the  Indian  country,  in  a  time  of  peace.  In 
his  opinion,  we  had  no  right  to  do  it.  He  had 
never  voted  for  carrying  troops  there.  The  treaty 
to  which  the  gentleman  alluded,  was  rejected  upon 
other  ^rounds.  If  we  are  at  war  with  the  Indians, 
Mr.  ET.  said,  it  would  be  different ;  but,  while  we 
remain  at  peace  with  them,  we  have  no  right  to 
adopt  such  a  measure. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  said  he  must  confesSj 
he  was  somewhat  ignorant  of  this  subject.  Mem- 
bers could  not  be  supposed  to  be  alue  to  inquire 
into,  and  inform  themselves  upon  every  subject, 
before  it  came  up  for  discussion.  He  believed 
his  honorable  friend  from  New  Jersey  did  not  de- 
serve the  censure  bestowed  upon  him  by  the  gen^ 
tleman  from  Missouri.  It  was  not  wonderful  tha^ 
he  was  not  as  well  acquainted  with  the  subject  at 
that  gentleman.  If  it  had  been  a  bill  respectini 
the  cod  or  mackerel  fishery^  Mr.  H.  apprehende^ 
that  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  himself  woulj 
not  have  understood  the  business  so  well  as  h 
appeared  to  at  present.  Mr.  H.  was  apprehensiy 
that  the  whole  story  was  not  told.  £very  thin| 
that  was  said,  in  relation  to  our  affairs  with  tt^ 
Indians,  was  on  one  side.  The  poor  Indian  \u 
no  one  nere  to  speak  for  him.  There  is  uoho^ 
to  tell  us  when  the  United  States  are  wrong,  ax 
the  Indians  are  right.  The  gentleman  from  Nei 
Jersey  has  produced  some  offfcial  facts  on  U 
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sul)jeci,  which  remain  yet  unanswered.  Mr.  H. 
beliered  the  transactions  of  General  Ashley  were 
not  altogether  right  on  his  part.  He  said  be  was 
in  faTOT  of  the  indefinite  postponement  of  this  bill ; 
tMit,  as  gentlemen  seemoi  to  prefer  that  it  should 
lie  on  the  table,  he  would  not  propose  its  post- 
poaemeflt.  He  understood  the  object  of  the  bill 
to  be,  to  orotect  our  trade  with  the  Northwestern 
Ifldiaos,  bv  a  military  force.  This  subject  had 
oDce  been  tally  discussed  and  settled,  if  not  in  this 
HoQse  of  Congress,  it  had  in  the  other,  when  the 
Yellow  Stone  Expedition  was  under  considera- 
tion. It  was  then  settled.  The  principle  agreed 
upon  was,  that  protection  should  be  furnished  to 
our  actual  settlements,  by  posting  troops  in  ad- 
ranee  of  them ;  but  that  the  traders  who  were  in 
adfance  of  those  posts  should  be  left  to  protect 
themselves.  He  would  say  one  word  on  the  sub- 
ject of  ad  saucing  a  military  force  into  the  Indian 
coontry  without  their  consent.  While  we  recog- 
nise them  as  sovereign  powers,  and  treat  with 
them,  we  hare  no  right  to  do  it.  We  certainly 
ought  not  to  carry  a  military  force  among  them, 
while  we  admit  tneir  competency  to  make  trea- 
tie$.  Ai  long  as  we  allow  them  that  right,  we 
ought  to  respect  them.  If  we  have  a  right  to  take 
one  acre  of  their  land,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
military  post,  we  have  a  right  to  take  ten,  twenty, 
or  thirty  acres ;  and  we  may  thus  take  their  whole 
tenitory.  Have  we  a  right  to  exercise  this  power 
so  Jong  as  we  acknowledge  their  right  to  treat 
with  us?  Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the  treaty  made  at 
the  Cooocil  Blufi&,  which  had  been  spoken  of. 
He  said  that  treaty  neither  asserted  nor  denied 
our  right  to  establish  military  posts  in  the  Indian 
territory.  The  treaty  was  rejected,  because  it  was 
not  made  by  the  lawful  authority.  It  had  no 
hearing  on  this  question.  He  would  either  make 
w  treaties  with  the  Indians,  or  he  would  use  them 
a^  we  do  other  nations,  with  whom  we  treat. 
How  would  any  European  nation  like  it,  if  we 
were  to  march  a  military  force  into  their  country? 
I(  we  admit  their  right  to  treat,  we  have  no  right 
to  advance  a  military  force  into  their  country,  in 
Ume  of  peace.  It  had  been  our  policy  to  restrict 
oor  forces  to  a  certain  distance  beyond  the  actual 
settlements.  Mr.  H.  had  no  faith  in  the  economy 
with  which  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  had 
supposed  this  transaction  would  be  completed.  If 
we  establish  this  post,  we  shall  have  an  estimate 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  next  year,  for  ad- 
ditional appropriations  for  its  support.  He  (Mr. 
H')was  not  inclined  to  trust  entirely  to  the  state- 
oKQiof  the  expense,  which  had  already  been  fur- 
ni^ed.  Intermediate  posts  would  be  required,  for 
the  support  of  this.  It  would  require  at  least  two 
regimeats  of  troops.  This  would  take  too  large 
*  proportion  from  our  small  Army.  When  these 
objectioos  were  taken  into  consideration,  he  trusted 
the  Ull  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  BiaroN  then  offered  a  new  section,  by  way 
of  amendment,  as  a  substitute  for  the  third  section 
of  the  blU.  The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be 
printed;  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

And  oa  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


Trdrsoay,  April  1. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  of  A.  V. 
Mattson,  representing  that  he  has  been  for  nearly 
eiffht  months,  and  now  is,  confined  in  the  jail  of 
Alleghany  county,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  debt,  which  he  is  unable  to  pay ;  that,  by  the 
absence  from  the  State  of  the  district  judge,  he 
is  precluded  from  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  law; 
and  that  the  act  passed  at  the  present  session  of 
Congress  for  his  relief  is  defective;  which  he 
prays  may  be  remedied.  The  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  L.  also  submitted  documents  in  relation  to 
the  surveys  and  sales  of  the  public  lands ;  and 
they  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled '  An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  turnpike 
company  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia ;"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  engrossed  bill  altering  the  times  of  holding 
the  courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  confirming  certain  acts  of  James  Mil- 
ler, as  Grovernor  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Shields  was 
read  the  second  time. 

INDIAN  RESERVATIONS  IN  GEORGIA. 

The  following  Message  was  yesterday  received 
from  the  Presioent  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  certain  papers  enumerated 
in  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  relating  to  the 
compact  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Georgia,  entered  into  in  1602,  whereby  the  latter 
ceded  to  the  former  a  portion  of  the  territoiry  then 
within  its  limits,  on  the  conditions  therein  specified. 
By  the  4th  article  of  that  compact,  it  was  stipulated 
that  the  United  States  shonld,  at  their  own  expense, 
extinguish,  for  the  use  of  Georgia,  the  Indian  title  to 
all  the  lands  within  the  State,  as  soon  as  it  might  be 
done  peaceably  and  on  reasonable  conditions.  These 
papers  show  the  measnres  adopted  by  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States,  in  fulfilment  of  the  several  con- 
ditions of  the  compact,  from  its  date  to  the  present 
time,  and  particularly  the  negotiations  and  treaties 
with  the  Indian  tribes  for  the  extinguishment  of  their 
title,  with  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  acres  par- 
chased,  and  sums  paid  for  the  lands  they  acquired. 
They  show,  also,  the  state  in  which  this  interesting 
concern  now  rests  with  the  Cherokees,  one  of  the 
tribes  within  the  State,  and  the  inability  of  the  Ex- 
ecotive  to  make  any  further  movement  with  this  tribe, 
without  the  special  sanction  of  Congress. 

I  have  full  confidence  that  my  predecessors  exerted 
their  best  endeavors  to  execute  this  compact  in  all  its 
parts,  of  which,  indeed,  the  sums  paid,  and  the  lands 
acquired  during  their  respective  terms,  in  fulfilment  of 
its  several  stipulations,  are  a  full  proof.  I  have  also 
been  animated,  since  I  came  into  this  ofiSce,  with  the 
same  seal,  from  an  anxious  desire  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  the  State,  and  in  the  hope  that,  by  the  estaUish- 
ment  of  these  tribes  beyond  the  Mississippi,  their  im- 
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proTement  in  civilization,  their  secnrity,  and  happi- 
ness, would  be  promoted.  By  the  paper  bearing  date 
on  the  30th  of  January  last,  which  was  communicated 
to  the  Chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nation  in  this  city,  who 
came  to  protest  against  any  further  appropriations  of 
money  for  holding  treaties  with  them,  the  obligation 
imposed  on  the  United  States,  by  the  compact  with 
Georgia,  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  the  right  of 
soil  within  the  State,  and  (he  incompatibility  with  our 
aystem,  of  their  existence  as  a  distinct  community 
within  any  State,  were  pressed  with  the  utmost  earn- 
estness. It  was  proposed  to  them,  at  the  same  time, 
to  procure  and  convey  to  them  territory  beyond  the 
Mississippi,  in  exchange  for  that  which  they  hold 
within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  or  to  pay  them  for  it  its 
value  in  money.  To  this  proposal,  their  answer, 
which  bears  date  11th  of  February  following,  gives  an 
unqualified  refuaal.  By  this  it  is  manifest  that,  at 
the  present  time,  and  in  their  present  temper,  they 
can  be  removed  only  by  force,  to  which,  should  it  be 
deemed  proper,  the  power  of  the  Executive  is  incom- 
petent. 

I  have  no  hesitation,  however,  to  declare  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  the  Indian  title  was  not  affected  in  the 
slightest  circumstance  by  the  compact  with  Georgia, 
and  that  there  is  no  obligation  on  the  United  States 
to  remove  the  Indians  by  force.  The  express  stipu- 
lation of  the  compact,  that  their  title  should  be  ex- 
tinguished at  the  expense  of  the  United  States^  when 
it  may  be  done  peaceably  and  on  reasonable  condi- 
tions, is  a  full  proof  that  it  was  the  clear  and  distinct 
understanding  of  both  parties  to  it,  that  the  Indians 
had  a  right  to  the  territory,  in  the  disposal  of  which 
they  were  to  be  regarded  as  free  agents.  An  attempt 
to  remove  them  by  force  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  un- 
just In  the  future  measures  to  be  adopted  in  regard 
to  the  Indians  within  our  limits,  and  in  consequence, 
within  the  limits  of  any  State,  the  United  States  have 
duties  to  perform,  and  a  character  to  sustain,  to  which 
they  ought  not  to  be  indifferent.  At  an  early  period, 
their  improvement  in  the  arts  of  civilized  life  was 
made  an  object  with  the  Government,  and  that  has 
since  been  persevered  in.  This  policy  was  dictated 
by  motives  of  humanity  to  the  aborigines  of  the  coun- 
try, and  under  a  firm  conviction  that  the  right  to 
adopt  and  pursue  it  was  equally  applicable  to  all  the 
tribes  within  our  limits. 

My  impression  is  equally  strong  that  it  would  pro- 
mote essentially  the  security  and  happiness  of  the 
tribes  within  our  limits,  if  they  could  be  prevailed  on 
to  retire  west  and  north  of  our  Sutes  and  Territories, 
on  lands  to  be  procured  for  them  by  the  United  States, 
in  exchange  for  those  on  which  they  now  reside. 
Surrounded  as  they  are,  and  pressed  as  they  will  be, 
on  every  side,  by  the  white  population,  it  will  be  dif- 
ficult, if  not  impossible,  for  them,  with  their  kind  of 
Government,  to  sustain  order  among  them.  Their  in- 
terior will  be  exposed  to  frequent  disturbances,  to 
remedy  which,  the  interposition  of  the  United  States 
will  be  indispensable,  and  thus  their  Government  will 
gradually  lose  its  authority,  until  it  is  annihilated.  In 
this  process,  the  moral  character  of  the  tribes  will  also 
be  lost,  since  the  change  will  be  too  rapid  to  admit 
their  improvement  in  civilization,  to  enable  them  to 
institute  and  sustain  a  Government  founded  on  our 
principles,  if  Huch  a  change  were  compatible  either 
with  the  compact  with  Georgia,  or  with  our  general 
system,  or  to  become  members  of  a  State,  should  any 
State  be  willing  to  adopt  them  in  such  numbers,  re* 


garding  the  good  order,  peace,  and  tranqoillitj,  of 
such  State.     But  all  these  evils  may  be  avoided,  if 
these  tribes  will  consent  to  remove  beyood  the  limits 
of  our  present  States  and  Territories.     Lands  equtUy 
good,  and  perhaps  more  fertile,  may  be  procnred  for 
them  in   those   quarters ;  the  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  such  Indians  would  atill  be  the 
same.     Considerations  of  humanity  and  beneToleace, 
which  have  now  great  weight,  would  operate,  in  that 
event,  with  an  augmented  force  ;  since  we  should  feel 
sensibly  the  obligation  imposed  on  us  by  the  tccozo- 
modation  which  they  thereby  afforded  us.    Placed  tt 
ease,  as  the  United  States  would  then  be,  the  improve* 
ment  of  those  tribes  in  civilization,  and  in  ail  the 
arts  and  usages  of  civilized  life,  would  become  the  part 
of  a  general  system,  which  might  be  adopted  on  great 
consideration,  and  in  which  every  portion  of  oqt  Union 
would  then  take  an  equal  interest.    These  views  hare 
steadily  been  pursued  by  the  Executive,  sad  the  mo- 
neys which  have  been  placed  at  its  disposal,  have  been 
so  applied,  in  the  manner  best  calculated,  according  to 
its  judgment,  to  produce  this  desirable  result,  as  will 
appear  by  the  documents  which  accompany  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  submit  this  subject  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress, under  a  high  sense  of  its  importance,  and  of 
the  propriety  of  an  early  decision  on  it.    This  com- 
pact gives  a  claim  to  the  State,  which  ought  to  be  ex- 
ecuted, in  all  its  conditions,  with  perfect  good  faith. 
In  doing  this,  however,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United 
States  to  regard  its  strict  import,  and  to  make  no  sac- 
rifice of  their  interest,  not  called  for  by  the  compact, 
nor  contemplated  by  either  of  the  parties,  when  it  was 
entered  into,  nor  to  commit  any  breach  of  right  or  of 
humanity  in  regard  to  the  Indians,  repugnant  to  the 
judgment,  and  revolting  to  the  feelings,  of  the  whole 
American  people.    I  submit  the  sabject  to  your  con- 
sideration, in  full  confidence  that  yon  will.duly  weigh 
the  obligations  of  the  compact  with  Georgia,  iu  import 
in  all  its  parts,  and  the  extent  to  whidi  the  United 
States  are  bound  to  go,  under  it.     I  submit  it  with 
equal  confidence,  that  you  will  also  weigh  the  natare 
of  the  Indian  title  to  the  territory  within  the  limits  of 
any  State,  with  the  stipulations  in  the  several  treatieii 
with  this  tribe,  respecting  territory  held  by  it  within 
the  State  of  Georgia,  and  decide  whether  any  meas- 
ure, on  the  part  of  Congress,  is  called  for  at  the  preKnt 
time,  and  what  such  measure  shall  be,  if  any  is  deemed 
expedient. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASBiireTOF,  March  80,  1824. 

DxPABTMSVT  or  Wah,  March  29, 18S4 
Sim :  In  obedience  tu  your  order,  directing  me  to 
furnish  a  statement  of  the  facts  and  circumstances 
connected  with  the  execution  of  the  fourth  article  o| 
the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Georj 
gia,  of  the  second  of  April,  1802,  in  which  the  formei 
stipulates  "  to  extinguish,  at  their  own  expense,  fd 
the  use  of  Georgia,  as  early  as  the  same  can  bepeac< 
bly  obtained,  upon  reasonable  terms,  the  Indian  titi 
to  the  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  that  State/' 
have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

By  the  convention  above  referred  to,  (Georgia  ced^ 
to  the  United  States  all  the  lands  lying  south  of  \i 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  west  of  the  Chatahoochi 
river,  and  a  line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  Vch\ 
creek  direct  to  the  Nicojak,  on  the  Tennesaee  river.  I 
consideration  of  this  cession,  the  United  States  stipl 
iated  to  pay  the  SUte  of  Georgia  9 1, 250.000,  al 
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obligated  tbemfelTet,  in  the  manner  above  stated,  to 
€itiogtii$h  the  Indian  title  within  the  liniita  of  the 
Bute.  The  eoovention  also  provide*  for  the  adjust- 
meot  of  the  Yaxoo  daims,  which  were  afterwards  pro- 
▼ided  forbj  the  act  of  Congreas,  approved  March  31, 
1814. 

At  the  dete  of  the  convention,  the  Indiana  owned, 
within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  S5, 980,000  acres,  of 
which  19,578,890  acres  belonged  to  the  Creeks,  and 
7,152,110  acres  to  the  Cherokees,  which  tribes  owned, 
bcodes,  a  considerable  extent  of  country  in  the  States 
of  Alabama,  Tennessee,  and  North  Carolina.  Be* 
tween  both  of  those  tribes  and  the  United  Ststes  there 
wererabtistbg  treaties,  at  the  time  of  the  date  of  the 
eonnotion,  which,  among  other  thinga,  fixed  the  limits 
of  their  respective  territories,  and  guarantied  to  them 
the  laodj  within  those  limits.  (See  1st  vol.  United 
8tatct  Laws — ^treatj  with  the  Creek  Indians,  p.  361, 
trt  5.  Treatj  with  the  Creeks,  ratified  7th  August, 
1790.  Same,  page  327,  treaty  of  Holston,  1791,  art 
7.  Same,  page  338,  treaty  of  1798,  near  Tellico, 
BTticlcs  1  and  8.) 

Id  fulfilment  of  the  stipulation  of  the  fourth  article 
with  Georgia,  there  has  been  held  seven  treaties  with 
the  Creeki  and  Cherokees ;  of  which  five  were  with 
the  former ;  two  of  which  were  previous  to  the  late 
virwith  Great  Britain,  in  1812,  and  three  since.  By 
the  two  preceding  the  declaration  of  war,  there  were 
ceded  to  Georgia  2,713,890  acres,  and  by  the  three 
latief,  11,735,590  acres,  making  together  14,748,690 
acres.  With  the  Cherokees,  there  have  been  held  two 
treaties,  both  since  the  late  war,  by  which  Georgia 
has  acquired  995,310  acres,  which,  added  to  that  ac- 
pired  by  treaties  with  the  Creek  nation,  make  15,- 
744,000  acres,  that  have  been  ceded  to  Georgia  since 
the  date  of  the  convention,  in  fulfilment  of  its  stipula- 
tions. 

lo  aqmring  these  cessions  for  the  State  of  Georgia, 
the  Coited  States  have  expended  $958,954  90 ;  to 
whidiibald  be  added,  the  value  of  995,310  acres, 
^hich  were  given  in  exchange  with  the  Cherokees,  on 
ihe  .Arkansas  river,  for  a  quantity  ceded  by  the  Chero- 
t*«3  to  Georgia,  bj  the  treaties  of  1817  and  1819, 
*iuch  lands,  estimated  at  the  minimum  price  of  the 
pobiic  landa,  would  make  $1,244,147  50.  If  to  these 
«e  idd  the  sum  of  $1,250,000,  paid  to  Georgia  under 
^c  coBTcoUoo,  and  $4,282,151  12^,  paid  to  the 
Juoo  cltimanU,  it  will  be  found  that  the  United 
States  have  already  paid,  under  the  convention  $7,- 
735,243  53),  which  does  not  include  any  portion  of 
»e  eipease  of  the  Creek  war,  by  which  upwards  of 
leveo  minions  of  acres  were  acquired  to  the  Stata  of 
Georgia. 

Tba  United  States  have  ever  been  solicitous  to  ful- 
^}'  ^  the  earliest  period,  the  obligation  of  the  conven- 
tioo,  b;  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  titles  within 
the  liaiii,  of  Georgia ;  a  most  satisfactory  proof  of 
which  maj  be  found  in  the  number  of  treaties  which 
t^tve  beta  held  for  that  purpose,  the  quantity  of  lands 
shich  have  been  acquured,  and  the  price  paid.  In 
vet,  sQch  has  been  the  solicitude  of  the  Government, 
that  bat  litxle  regard  has  been  had  to  the  price,  when- 
net  it  hu  been  found  possible  to  obtain  a  cession  of 
l«^^  toihe  State.  The  price  given  has  far  exceeded 
|hai  «^  )jg,  ^Y^f  5^11  given  in  other  purchases 
^om  the  Indians. 

i  fee)  satisfied  that  it  may  be  assertad,  with  confi- 
Mnce.  that  no  opportunity  of  extiognishing  the  In- 


dian titles,  <*on  reasonable  terms,'*  has  been  neglected 
to  be  embraced  by  the  United  States. 

It  may  be  proper  to  notice,  more  particularly,  the 
treaty  of  Port  Jackson,  of  1814,  with  the  Creek  In- 
dians ;  and  those  of  1817  and  1819,  with  the  Chero- 
kees, as,  under  those  treaties,  lands  were  ceded,  not 
only  within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  but  also  in  the 
neighboring  States  of  Alabama,  Tennessee,  and 
North  Carolina,  which  may  require  some  explana- 
tion. 

It  may  be  proper  to  premise,  that,  previous  to  the 
late  war,  the  four  most  powerful  and  numerous  tribes 
of  Indians,  the  Creeks,  Cherokees,  Chickasaws,  and 
Choctaws,  lay  contiguous  to  one  another,  and  were 
situated  on  the  weakest  portion  of  our  frontier.  They 
contained,  at  the  period  referred  to,  a  population  of 
between  sixty  and  seventy  thousand,  and  could  raise 
at  least  15,000  warriors.  During  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  great  anxiety  was  felt  in  relation  to 
those  numerous  and  powerful  tribes,  and,  although 
all,  except  the  Creeks,  remained  at  peace,  it  is  ^- 
lieved  there  was  a  strong  tandency  towards  hostility 
among  some  of  the  other  tribes.  The  Creeks  com- 
menced hostility  at  a  critical  period  of  the  war,  and 
created  a  powerful  diversion  of  our  resources,  both  of 
men  and  money  ;  but,  by  a  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war,  they  were  reduced,  after  many  and  severe 
losses.  The  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson  followed.  They 
were  a  conquered  people,  and  treated  as  such ;  and 
such  terms  were  imposed  as  considerations  of  public 
policy  dictated. 

The  advantage  that  would  result  by  separating 
those  powerful  Southern  tribes  from  one  another,  and 
from  the  Territory  of  Florida,  at  that  time  a  foreign 
province,  were  among  the  most  obvious  dictates  of 
policy,  as  it  would  eflbctually  guard  against  the  pos- 
sible future  combination  of  those  tribes,  and  prevent 
the  liability  to  hostility,  which  almost  invariably  re- 
sulta  from  the  intercourse  of  Indian  tribes  with  a  for- 
eign territory.  The  Creek  Indians  were  required  to 
make  the  cession  of  lands  to  the  United  States,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  efiect  those  important  objecta ; 
and,  accordingly,  the  Unitad  States  acquired  a  large 
ceasion  in  what  is  now  the  Stata  of  Alabama,  which 
separatad  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  from  the  Chicka- 
saws and  Choctaws ;  and  a  cession,  in  the  southern 
part  of  Georgia,  which  separated  the  Creeks  from  the 
province  of  Florida. 

It  was  not  conceived  that  there  was  any  thing  in 
the  stipulation  of  the  convention  with  Georgia,  which 
prevented  the  United  Statea  from  pursuing  those  views 
of  national  policy.  The  obligation  of  the  United 
States  extends  only  to  the  purchase  of  lands  within 
the  limita  of  Georgia,  so  soon  as  it  could  be  done  upon 
"  peaceable  and  reasonable  terms."  The  lands  were 
acquired  by  conquest,  and  not  by  purchase,  which 
left  the  nation  at  liberty  to  pursue  those  views  of  pol- 
icy which  have  been  stated,  and  which,  it  is  believed, 
has  tended  strongly  to  give  security  and  strength  to 
the  most  vulnerable  portion  of  the  country. 

In  noticing  the  treaties  of  1817  and  1819,  it  may 
be  proper  to  premise  that,  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1804,  a  delegation  from  the  Cherokee  nation,  then  at 
the  Seat  of  Government,  were  informed  by  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, if  the  Cherokees,  or  any  portion  of  them, 
thought  proper  to  emigrate  to  the  Arkansas,  they 
should  receive  as  much  land  as  they  were  entitled  to 
in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  on  the  east  of  the 
Mississippi.     Under  the  sanction  of  this  promise,  and 
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tempted  by  the  abundance  of  game,  emigration  con- 
tinued from  the  Cherokee  nation,  in  small  parties,  to 
the  Arkansas,  until  1617.  The  number  being  then 
considerable,  a  commission  was  constituted  to  treat 
with  the  Cherokee  nation,  on  the  basis  of  the  arrange- 
ment made  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  which  was  followed  by 
the  treaty  of  the  8th  July,  1817,  which,  among  other 
things,  stipulated  that  a  census  of  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion should  be  taken  in  June  following,  and  that  a 
portion  of  the  country  should  be  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  equal  to  that  which  those  who  emigrated  to 
the  Arkansas  were  entitled  to ;  that  is  to  say,  if  it 
was  found  that  one-third  had  emigrated,  one-third  of 
the  territory  should  be  ceded,  and  so  in  any  other 
-  proportion,  according  to  the  number  that  should  emi- 
grate. To  carry  the  treaty  into  effect,  Congress  ap- 
propriated, by  the  act  of  the  20th  April,  1818,  the 
sum  of  $80,000,  in  order  to  defray  the  expenses  that 
might  be  attendant  on  the  emigration  of  the  Chero- 
kees  to  the  Arkansas;  and  Joseph  McMinn,  Esq., 
then  Governor  of  Tennessee,  was  appointed  agent  to 
carry  the  treaty  into  efiect.  It  was  found,  however, 
impossible  to  take  the  census  as  proposed  by  the 
treaty,  in  June,  and  various  causes  delayed  its  final 
execution  until  the  beginning  of  the  year  1819.  In 
the  meantime,  the  emigration  of  the  Cherokeea  was 
incessantly  urged  by  all  the  means  in  possession  of 
the  Government. 

It  was  the  desire  of  the  Government  that  the  whole 
nation  should  emigrate,  under  the  belief  that  it  would 
be  better  for  the  Indians,  as  well  as  ourselves ;  and  no 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  Government  was  left  untried 
to  induce  them  to  emigrate.  A  large  portion  of  the 
nation,  however,  were  so  decidedly  opposed  to  it,  that 
it  was  found  impossible  to  carry  this  policy  of  the 
Government  into  effect 

The  appropriation  being  finally  exhausted,  a  dele- 
gation of  the  Cherokee  nation  was  permitted  to  Tisit 
the  Seat  of  Government  in  1819,  in  order  to  close  the 
treaty  of  1817.  It  was  ascertained  that  about  one- 
third  part  of  the  nation  had  emigrated,  or  enrolled  to 
emigrate,  to  the  Arkansas;  and  the  delegation  pro- 
posed to  treat  upon  that  basis;^  which  was  acceded  to. 
It  only  remained  to  fix  on  the  portion  of  territory  to 
be  ceded.  With  the  view  of  throwing  the  land  to  be 
ceded  within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  and  to  separate 
the  Creek  and  Cherokee  nations,  the  Government 
proposed,  that  all  the  lands  lying  south  and  east  of 
Etowah,  one  of  the  main  branches  of  the  Coosa  river, 
should  be  ceded  by  the  Cherokees ;  but  it  was  found 
impossible  to  induce  the  delegation  to  yield  to  that 
proposition,  or  to  any  other,  more  favorable  to  Geor- 
gia, than  that  which  was  adopts.  They  were  fixed 
in  their  determination,  particularly,  not  to  be  separa- 
ted from  the  Creek  nation,  by  an  intervening  white 
population,  and  to  cover  their  northern  boundary  by 
the  Tennessee  river,  which  necessarily  threw  the  ces- 
sion, made  by  the  treaty,  into  Alabama,  Tennessee, 
and  North  Carolina,  as  well  as  Georgia.  Since  the 
treaty  of  1819,  two  attempts  have  been  made,  under 
appropriations  of  Congress,  to  open  a  negotiation 
with  the  Cherokee  nation,  for  further  cession,  both  of 
which  have  proved  abortive. 

During  the  present  Winter,  a  delegation  of  the 
principal  chiefii  of  the  Cherokee  nation  visited  the 
Seat  of  Government,  and  the  opportunity  was  seized 
to  make  known  to  them  the  sentiments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, upon  the  subject  of  additional  cessions,  in 
order  to  fulfil  the  stipulation  of  the  convention  with 
Georgia. 


It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  much  of  the^ifficoltj  of 
acquiring  additional  cessions  from  the  Cherokee  nation, 
and    the   other    Southern   tribes,   results  from  tbeir 
growing  civilization  and  knowledge  by  which  they 
have  learned  to  place  a  higher  value  upon  their  Uodi 
than  more  rude  and  savage  tribes.     Many  ctusei have 
contributed  to  place  them  higher  in  the  scale  of  dvili* 
zation  than  other  Indians  within  our  limits.    Ljiog 
in  large  masses,  they  do  not  feel  that  depressioD, 
which  is  invariably  felt  by  small  and  detached  tribei 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  whites.    In  addition  to 
which,  we  may  add  the  genial  nature  of  their  climate, 
which  enables  them  to  pass  more  readily  from  the 
hunter  to  the  herdsman  state ;  and  the  fertility  of  tbeir 
soil,  and  the  value  of  their  staple  articles,  particoUily 
cotton.    To  these,  however,  must  be  added  the  humane 
and  benevolent  policy  of  the  Government,  which  hu 
ever  directed  a  fostering  care  to  the  Indiana  within 
our  limits.    This  policy  is  as  old  as  the  Government 
itself;  and  has  been  habitually  and  strongly  extended 
to  the  Cherokee  nation. 

By  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  HoUton, 
in  the  year  1791,  it  is  stipulated.  <'that  the  Cherokee 
nation  may  be  led  to  a  greater  degree  of  cirilizatioa, 
and  to  become  herdsmen  and  cultivators,  instead  of 
remaining  in  a  state  of  hunters,  the  United  Ststei  will, 
from  time  to  time,  furnisb,  gratuitously,  the  said  nation 
with  useful  implements  of  husbandry  ;  and,  further  to 
assist  the  said  nation  in  so  desirable  a  pursuit,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  establish  a  certain  mode  of  commn- 
nication,  the  United  States  will  send  such  and  so  maoj 
persons  to  reside  in  said  nation,  as  they  may  jndge 
proper,  not  exceeding  four  in  number,  who  shall  qual- 
ify themselves  to  act  as  interpreters.  These  personi 
shall  have  lands  assigned  by  the  Cherokees,  for  cul* 
tivation,  for  themselves,  and  their  successors  in  office; 
but  they  shall  be  precluded  exercising  any  kind  of 
trafiic.'' 

In  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  this  article,  the 
various  utensils  o(  husbandry  have  been  abundantly 
and  constantly  distributed  to  the  Cherokee  natioo, 
which  has  resulted  in  creating  a  taste  for  faimings 
and  the  comforts  of  civilised  life.  This  humane  pol- 
icy of  the  Government,  since  the  termination  of  tbe 
late  war,  has  taken,  in  eome  degree,  a  new  direction. 
Certain  benevolent  societies,  in  the  year  1816,  applied 
for  permission  to  make  establishments  among  the 
Cherokees,  and  other  Southern  tribes,  lor  the  purpose 
of  educating  and  instructing  them  in  the  arts  of  civil- 
ized life.  Their  application  was  favorably  received' 
The  experiment  proved  so  favorable  that  Congress,  by 
the  act  of  3d  March,  1819,  appropriated  $10,000,  ajn- 
nually,  as  a  civilization  fund,  which  has  been  applied 
in  such  a  manner  as  very  considerably  to  increase  the 
extent  and  usefulness  of  the  efiEbrta  of  beneyolenl  in< 
dividuali^  and  to  advance  the  work  of  Indian  civili- 
zation. 

In  performing  the  high  duties  of  humanity  to  th 
wretched  aborigines  of  our  oonntry*  it  has  never  beer 
conceived,  that  the  stipulation  of  the  convention  wi' 
Georgia,  to  extinguish  the  Indian   title  within  b 
limits,  was  contravened.    The  Government  has  bee 
actuated  solely  by  a  desire  to  perform  the  obligatiopi 
which  considerations  of  humanity  imposed  on  ust  u 
relation  to  these  unfortunate  people.     Their  sitoatiod 
at  best,  is  wretched,  and  can  only  be  rendered  toM 
rable,  by  the  perpetual  exercise  of  that  humanity 
kindness,  and  justice,  which  has  ever  cbaracterixed  ibj 
acts  of  the  Government,  towards  them.  ' 
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Indian  ResenxUian$  in  Georgia. 


Sknate, 


I  lure  the  honor  to  bo,  very  reipectfoUy,  fir,  your 
obedient  ferrant, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
To  the  PvitiDKHT  or  Tax  U.  8. 

[Accompanying  this  report,  are  nearly  a  hundred 
pages  of  docnmentaiy  matter,  from  which  the  follow- 
ing it  lelecttd  as  presenting  the  view  of  the  aabject 
which  it  entertained  by  the  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Georgia.] 

To  the  Praideni  of  the  Untied  States  - 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  addressed  to  the  gentle- 
Dca  coapQsing  the  Georgia  delegiktion  to  Congress, 
copies  of  the  extraordinary  docaments  furnished  hy 
penoni  who  are  called  the  Cherokee  Delegation,     As 
this  ii  believed  to  be  the  first  instance  in  which  a 
diplomatic  correspondence  has  been  held  with  Indian 
Ciitfi,  tfld  in  which  they  have  been  addressed  by  the 
Dcptrtmeotof  War  in  the  same  terms  with  those  used 
to  tbe  Representation  of  a  State,  it  becomes  a  subject 
of  inqoiry  in  what  light  the  Cherokeee  are  at  present 
viewed  bj  the  OoTemment  of  the  United  States.     If 
tf  tn  independent  nation,  to  be  treated  with  by  all  the 
forms  of  diplomatic  respect,  the  negotiation  with  them 
ihottJd  be  transferred  to  the  Department  of  State,  and 
wiJl,  no  doubt,  be  preceded  by  a  proper  examination 
ioto  their  authority  to  speak  for  the  Cherokee  tribe, 
dB  fflatteiB  aflecting  ita  prosperity  and  existence.    If 
to  be  viewed  as  other  Indiane  ;  as  persons  suffered  to 
re»id«  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States, 
and  sn\iject  to  every  restraint  which  the  policy  and 
power  of  the  General  Government  require  to  be  im- 
posed open  them,  for  the  interest  of  the  Union,  the 
interest  of  a  particular  State,  and  their  own  preserva- 
t»o,  it  iM  necessary  that  these  misguided  men  should 
W  taught  by  the  General  Government  that  there  is  no 
iltcrBatiTe  between  their  removal  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  and  their  extinction.    The  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  will  deceive  them  grossly 
if  tbej  ire  led  to  believe  that,  at  this  day,  their  conMoni 
i>  neccMaiy  to  the  fulfilment  of  ite  obligations  to  the 
Siiie  of  Georgia.     Their  will  must  yield  to  the  para- 
Bouot  daties  of  the  General  Government  to  iteel/nnd 
^tack  member  of  the  Confederacy.    The  Cherokees 
tJ^ge  (if,  indeed,  the  representation  made  is  made 
vi:h  their  authority)  that  they  are  resolved  neither  to 
ieate  nor  tell  their  lands  on  which  they  reside — ^lands 
wtiich  belong  to  the  State  of  Georgia;  over  which 
Georgia  did  claim  sovereignty  until  the  adoption  of 
^«  Fedeia)  Constitution,  and   over  which  she  will 
neroM  her  powers  whenever  any  Administration  of 
^e  General  Government  resolves  to  fix  permanently 
opon  them  any  persons  who  are  not,  and  whom  she 
*dl  never  su&r  to  become,  her  citizens.     The  doc- 
^^uMt  of  the  General  Government,  sanctioned  by  the 
^bcst  tribunals,  vindicate  the  claim  of  Georgia  to  the 
ovooibtpof  Uie  soil.    The  Indians  are  simply  oc- 
^^paail^-4enanta  at  will^ncapable  of  transferring 
even  their  naked  possession,  except  through  the  in« 
■troaentality  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Sute  of 
^^*0Tgia.    Aware  of  the  tenure  by  which  their  tem- 
p^*v7  possession  is  held,  their  head  men  have  sought, 
u>  many  instancea,  to  secure  from  tbe  United  States 
I  ui!e  to  the  soil  itaelf.    Stipulations  have  been  entered 
intob;  the  General  Government  equally  contradictory 
^  righu  of  Georgia,  and  tbe  obligations  of  the  United 
^tct;  ftipulations,  however,  which  show  that  the 
Senerai  Government  have  the  acknowledged  right  to 
irani/cr  the  poaseasion  of  the  Cherokee  hinds  to  the 
i^e  of  Georgia.     The  power  which  takes  from  the 


Cherokee  tribe  a  portion  of  soil  to  confer  it  on  a  Cher- 
okee chief,  under  a  different  tenure,  can  rightfully  take 
from  the  Cherokee  nation  for  the  benefit  of  a  State. 

It  is  with  deep  concern  that  the  necessity  is  felt  of 
pressing  upon  the  General  Government  the  considera- 
tions that  are  due  to  its  character  for  good  faith  in  its 
contracts  with  a  member  of  the  Union.  Since  the 
year  1802,  implicit  reliance  has  been  placed  in  the 
General  Government;  and  the  just  expectation  has 
been  indulged  that,  in  the  execution  of  its  high  duties, 
the  Executive  administration  would  carefully  and 
steadily  pursue  the  object  for  which  the  faith  of  the 
Union  was  pledged — the  peaceable  extinguishment, 
on  reasonable  terms,  of  tbe  Indian  title  to  all  the 
lands  within  the  territorial  limits  of  Georgia.  In  1817, 
the  public  declaration  of  the  President  to  Congress, 
that  an  arrangement  had  been  made,  by  which,  in  ex- 
change for  lands  beyond  the  Mississippi,  a  great  part, 
if  not  the  whole,  of  the  lands  possessed  by  Uie  Chero- 
kee tribe  eastward  of  that  river  in  the  States  of  North 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Georgia,  and  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Alabama,  would  be  soon  acquired,  gave  a  just 
expectation  that  the  national  pledge  given  to  Georgia 
would  be  redeemed.  In  tbe  eight  years  which  have 
succeeded,  these  anticipations  of  the  President  have 
been  realized  everywhere  but  in  Georgia.  The  suc- 
cessive purchases  made  aince  that  period  have  crowded 
the  Cherokees  out  of  Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  and 
Alabama,  almost  altogether  into  Georgia;  and  the 
terms  upon  which  they  have  been  made,  have  created 
all  the  difilculties  now  encountered  in  the  peaceful 
acquisition,  on  reasonable  terms,  of  the  lands  upon 
which  the  Cherokees  are  now  permitted  to  remain ; 
difficulties  which  are  every  hour  increasing^  from  the 
policy  pursued  by  the  General  Government. 

It  ii  with  all  due  respect  a  subject  of  serious  inquiry, 
what  produced  the  extraordinary  change  in  the  wishes 
of  the  Cherokee  tribe,  as  expressed  in  the  treaty  of 
18171  How  it  happened  that  the  Cherokees  of  the 
upper  towns,  most  of  whom  were  without  the  limits  of 
Georgia,  and  who  desired  to  be  permanently  fixed  on 
the  lands  upon  which  they  then  lived,  were  induced, 
in  1619,  to  abandon  their  designs,  and  many  of  them 
to  become  inhabitants  of  the  region  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi, while  tbe  Cherokees  of  the  lower  towns,  (most 
of  them  within  the  State  of  Georgia)  anxiously  de- 
siring to  remove  in  1817,  were,  in  1819,  tempted  to 
remain,  and  filled  with  the  desire  of  a  permanent  es- 
tablishment there  1  The  same  exertions  which  pro- 
duced this,  can  effect  another  change ;  can  induce  the 
remnan^  still  in  the  limits  of  Georgia,  to  follow  their 
brethren  to  the  West,  to  a  territory  which  the  General 
Government  can  rightfully  bestow  upon  them  as  a 
temporary  or  permanent  property,  without  interfering 
with  the  right  or  encroaching  upon  the  sovereignty  of 
any  State.  Argument  is  not  necessary  to  show,  that 
a  Power  which  interposes  obstacles  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  its  own  promises,  violates  its  faith ;  and  that, 
to  plead  tbe  impossibility  to  perform  an  engagement 
when  that  impossibility  is  produced  by  those  who  en- 
gaged to  perform  it,  would  be  equally  ditbonorable 
and  hypocritical.  The  President  iu  probably  not 
aware  that  the  United  States  will  be  liable  to  such  ac- 
cusations, if  the  present  moment  is  suffered  to  pass 
without  a  full  compliance  on  their  part,  with  the  obli- 
gations of  the  treaty  of  cession  of  1802.  What  has 
created  the  strong  desire  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  to 
remain  where  they  are  t  The  policy  of  the  General 
Government;  the  pretended  guarantees  of  their  pos- 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


472 


Claims  against  the  United  States, 


Apbil,  1824. 


i  the  attempted  changes  in  the  nature  of  their 
.hem ;  the  lessons  received  from  their  masters 
ts  of  civilized  life ;  the  acquisition  of  property 
desire  of  extending  and  securing  it ;  a  policy 
generous  to  the  Indians,  but  solely  at  the  ez- 
*  a  member  of  the  Union ;  at  war,  not  less 
)  rights  of  that  member  of  the  Union,  than 
solemn  promises  of  the  Genera!  GoTernment. 
ited  States  have  the  same  right  to  colonize  a 

Indians  from  the  Columbia  or  Red  river,  in 
,  as  they  have  to  pursue  a  system  of  policy 
im  or  end  shall  be  the  permanency  of  the 
es  within  that  State. 

Cherokees  are  unwilling  to  remove,  the  causes 
unwillingness  are  to  be  traced  to  the  United 

If  a  peaceable  purchase  cannot  be  made  in 
lary  mode,  nothing  remains  to  be  done  but  to 
eir  removal  to  a  designated  territory  beyond 
s  of  Georgia,  and  giving  an  ample  equivalent 
Territory  left  by  them,  and  an  ample  support 
erritory  granted  to  them.  An  oraer  of  this 
11  not  be  disregarded  by  the  Cherokee  tribe, 
iterest  will  be  essentially  promoted  by  a  com- 
jfiih.  it,  (whatever  may  be  the  effect  of  it  upon 
lief  men,  who  seem  to  consider  their  own  in- 
I  separate  and  distinct  from  that  of  their  breth- 
it  must  be  obvious  that  a  tranquil  and  undis- 
»ossession  of  a  permanent  property  can  alone 
hem  to  acquire  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  and  to 
o  them  its  benefits. 

luty  is  performed  by  remonstrating  against  the 
eretofore  pursued,  by  which  the  interests  of 
have  been  disregarded,  to  the  accomplishment 
objects  of  general  interest ;  and  a  compliance 
olemn  promise  postponed,  for  the  acquisition 
ory  for  the  General  Government ;  and  by  in- 
as  we  do,  most  earnestly,  upon  an  immediate 
It  of  the  obligations  of  the  articles  of  cession, 
id  in  1808,  as  the  only  means  by  which  justice 
lone  to  the  State  we  represent,  and  the  char- 
the  General  Government  be  vindicated. 
J.  ELLIOTT, 
N.  WARE,  Senators. 

JOEL  ABBOT, 
GEO.  CARY, 
TH.  W.  COBB, 
W.  CUTHBERT, 
JOHN  FORSYTH, 
WILEY  THOMPSON, 

Hqfreseniatives. 

iiirGTOir,  March  10,  1834. 

Message  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

URCHASERS  OP  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
oceeded  to  consider  the  bill  "  for  the  relief 
[lasers  of  public  lands." 
CiNO,  of  Alabama,  proposed  sundry  amena* 
to  the  details  of  the  bill.  Some  cursory 
3  were  made  upon  these  amendments,  by 
Chandler  and  King,  of  Alabama,  and 
endments  were  agreed  to.  Mr.  King,  of 
la,  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  second, 
nd  fourth  sections  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Rcg- 
as  in  favor  of  retaining  the  second  section ; 
r.  King  withdrew  his  resolution,  in  order 
!  way  to  an  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Bs;  upon  which  some  discussion  took  place 


between  Messrs.  Ruggles,  King,  of  New  York, 
LowRiE,  Noble,  and  King,  of  Alabama,  and  it 
was  then  adopted.  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  thea 
renewed  his  motion  to  strike  out  the  third  and 
fourth  sections  of  the  bill ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate;  the 
several  amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  concurred  in ;  and  the  bill  was  post- 
poned, and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. 

CLAIMS  AGAINST  THE  UNITED  STATEa 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  the  bill 
"  providing  for  the  settlement  of  pecuniary  claims 
against  the  United  States,"  was  taken  up  for  cod- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  support  of 
the  bill.  He  adverted  to  the  numerous  evils  of 
deciding  private  pecuniary  claims  against  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  Congress^— he  conceived  that  it  could 
not  be  diffictilt  to  find  a  remedy.  There  was  do 
indiridual  who  must  not  be  convinced  of  the  im- 
propriety of  deciding  trivial  claims  bj  Congress. 
Such  trials  diminished  the  dignity  ot  the  Le^^ 
lature,  and  would  be  likely  to  avert  from  it  the 
afiections  of  the  people.  It  would  save  the  time 
of  Congress,  to  be  directed  to  higher  objects,  such 
as  the  important  reports  from  the  di£(erent  offices. 
Matters  of  importance  were  so  miogled  up  with 
trivialities,  that  sufficient  attention  was  not  paid 
to  them.  It  had  been  suggested  that  a  board  ol 
commissioners  ought  to  be  appointed  for  this  put 
pose.  This  plan  was  not  liable  to  so  many  objeci 
tions  as  their  trial  by  Congress,  but  this  wodj 
have  its  attendant  evils.  At  present,  rejecW 
claims  cost  more  than  those  which  are  allowed 
Many  are  acknowledged  to  be  bad ;  but  yet,  ya 
afler  year,  they  are  before  Congress.  In  this  n 
spect  a  board  of  commissioners  would  be  bette 
than  Congress.  It  is  said  that  the  people  hai 
always  a  right  to  petition  Congress.  He  denie 
the  position.  To  obtain  the  passage  of  geoen 
laws  they  might  have  that  right;  but  oot to  mak 
repeated  appeals  on  private  claims.  He  spoke  ( 
the  practice  in  courts  of  justice,  where  claim 
when  once  decided,  could  not  again  be  broog 
up.  It  was  not  consonant  with  the  principles 
lioerty  to  allow  these  ex  parte  trials ;  in  wnicb 
case  was  too  often  sained  by  teasing,  rather  thi 
by  its  justice.  Tne  practice  was,  as  Mr.  ■ 
thought,  at  variance  with  the  Constitutioo.  Tl 
United  States  could  not  prefer  a  petitioa  to  Co 
gress,  to  obtain  pay  of  an  individual.  One  par 
then,  had  a  recourse  which  the  other  bad  n 
This  court  ought  to  be  equallv  open  to  all  parti 

Mr.  T.  then  took  up  the  bill  and  read  it,  secti 
by  section,  to  show  the  merits  of  each. 

The  first  section  provides,  that  every  claimi 
against  the  United  States  shall  have  the  right 
bring  forward  all  his  claims,  whether  legal 
equitable,  in  any  district  or  circuit  court  m 
United  States.  Mr.  T.  held  that  this  would 
much  better  for  the  claimants — they  would 
tried  at  home — and,  although  there  would  be 
impartiality  or  incongruity  in  the  judgments, 
equal  justice  would  be  done.    Justice  would 
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bedooe  to  the  Uaited  States.  The  accounts  must 
be  first  submitted  to  the  accounting  ofEicers.  and 
if  the  claimant  afterwards  should  see  fit  to  oring 
an  action,  in  the  nature  of  a  suit  of  chancery,  he 
may  do  it,  and  that  court  is  to  be  furnished  with 
a  statement  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
of  the  reasons  upon  which  the  claim  was  rejected 
by  the  Department. 

The  second  section  provides,  said  Mr.  T.^  a  sub- 
staoiial  regulation  for  the  attainment  of  justice, 
the  witnesses  in  the  case  are  to  be  regularly  exam- 
ined and  questioned  hy  the  Attorne]^  General,  an 
impartial  person.  This,  Mr.  T.  said,  would  be 
Ta&tly  better  than  the  practice,  now  pursued,  of 
takJDg  such  kind  of  evidence  as  was  taken  by 
Congress,  which,  if  it  deserved  the  name,  was  only 
tz  fcate.  He  did  not  propose  to  plunge  into  a 
system  which  could  not  be  remedied  afterwards. 

The  third  section  provides  for  empannelling  a 
jary,  when  there  should  be  such  circumstances  as, 
m  the  opinion  of  the  court,  should  require  a  jury 
to  try  facts. 

The  fourth  section  gives  the  Attorney  General 
the  power  to  file  suggestions  or  interrogatories  to 
the  claimants — the  facts  suggested  to  &  taken  as 
troth  if  not  properly  answered.  This,  Mr.  T.  sa|d, 
was  similar  to  a  cross  bill  in  chancery — ^it  was  to 
operate  when  there  was  a  fraudulent  concealment 
of  facts. 

The  fifth  section  gives  the  claimant  a  rigbt  of 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
Without  boud  to  prosecute  the  suit ;  furnishing  the 
creditor  with  every  possible  advantage  which 
could  be  expected  to  be  allowed. 

The  sixth  section  provides  that  the  officers  of 
the  court  shall  be  paid  for  services  performed  for 
claimants,  but  no  costs  to  be  rendered  against  the 
claimants  in  case  the  suit  is  dismissed,  except  for 
ccuosel. 

Air.  T.  hoped  the  observations  he  had  made 
would  be  duly  weighed,  and  that  the  bill  would 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  said,  he  was  too  timid 
^l^litician  to  wish  to  go  very  deep,  at  first,  into 
2Qy  new  plans  of  government.  He  wished  to  pro- 
pel another  amendment,  to  limit  the  time  of  the 
operation  of  the  bill.  He  proposed  a  new  section, 
to  limit  the  continuance  ot  the  bill  to  three  years. 
This  was  agreed  to. 

An  amendment  was  adopted,  to  include  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  in  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

The  blank  in  the  bill,  limiting  the  amount  of 
Atiy  claim  to  come  within  the  provisions  of  this 
bill  was  filled  with  93,000. 

The  blank,  fixing  the  amount  of  any  claims 
which  should  be  allowed  an  appeal  to  the  Su- 
preme Court,  was  then  moved  to  be  filled  with 
•1,000. 

Mr.  LowRiB  thought  that<xases,  involving  great 
principles,  might  come  before  the  courts  below, 
Ihougb  the  amount  of  the  claim  might  be  small. 
He  tbooght  there  ought  not  to  be  any  limit  to  the 
right  of  appeal. 

Af r.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  replied  to  Mr.  Lowrik. 
He  was  in  favor  of  limiting  the  amount  upon 
which  an  appropriation  should  be  made. 


It  was  then  determined  to  fill  the  blank  with 
$500. 

Mr.  Macon  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  bill,  to 
which  Mr.  Taylor  replied. 

Mr.  Chanoler  thought  that  the  claimant  ou|;ht 
to  pay  the  costs  of  his  suit,  the  expenses  of  juries, 
^c,  as  well  as  his  counsel.  To  this  objection 
Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine^  Taylor,  of  Virginia, 
and  EnwARDB,  of  Connecticut,  replied. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time. 

The  bill,  '^  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for 
ascertaining  and  adiusting  the  titl&  and  claims  to 
land  in  the  St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse 
districts,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  was  again 
taken  up  for  consideration.  The  question  was 
upon  a  new  bill,  proposed  as  an  amendment  by 
Mr.  LowRiE,  when  the  bill  was  before  under  con- 
sideration. Mr.  L.  stated  the  grounds  of  the  bill. 
Messrs.  Cbandler,  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana, 
and  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  made  some  re- 
marks upon  the  subiect.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill,  as  amended  was  passed,  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


FainAY.  April  2. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Aflfairs,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Johnson,  formerly 
a  purser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  praying 
for  the  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  of  certain 

Srizes  taken  by  the  United  States  squadron  in  the 
f  editerranean,  in  the  year  1805.    The  report  was 
read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Elliott,  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  yesterday, 
and  the  accompanyinff  documents  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon ;  and  they  were  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Van  Bdren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  A. 
V.  Mattson.  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned 
for  debt ;"  which  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  Van  Boren,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  change  the  terms  of 
the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  united  States, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terms  of  the 
circuit  court  in  Kentucky,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  pro- 
viding for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and 
claims  to  land  in  the  St.  Helena  and  Jackson 
Courthouse  land  districts,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  certain 
pecuniary  claims  against  the  United  States  was 
read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  "  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of 
the  debt  due  by  the  purchasers  of  public  lands," 
was  again  taken  up  for  consideration.    Some 
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further  amendments,  in  the  details  of  this  bill, 
were  adopted,  at  the  suggestion  of  Messrs.  Kino, 
of  Alabama,  and  Rugoles.  The  bill  was  then 
passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  as  amended 
in  Committee  ot  the  Whole ;  and,  on  motion,  it 
was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, "  to  change  tne  terms  of  holding  the  cir- 
'  cuit  and  district  courts  for  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
*  to  change  one  of  the  terms  of  the  circuit  court  for 
'  the  State  of  Kentucky,"  was  then  taken  up,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Messrs.  Bhown  and 
Talbot  explained  the  objects  of  the  bill.  It  was 
then  reported  to  the  Senate^  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committeie  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  relative  to 
the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  post- 
poned to  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  procure  the 
necessary  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates,  upon  the 
subject  of  roads  and  canals ;"  and,  on  motion,  it 
was  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  ex- 
portation of  cordage  manufactured  in  the  United 
States  from  foreign  hemp;  and, on  motion,  it  was 
postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  'Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  further  to  regulate  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  and, 
on  motion,  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

CLAIMS  AGAINST  THE  UNITED  8TATB8. 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  "providing  for 
the  settlement  of  certain  pecuniary  claims  against 
the  United  States,"  Mr.  Noble  moved  its  recom- 
mitment to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with 
instructions  to  consider  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  all  claims  not  ex- 
ceeding $10,000.  Mr.  N.  supported  his  motion 
by  some  few  remarks  in  favor  of  recommitment. 

Mr.  Talbot  also  advocated  the  recommitment, 
on  the  ground  that  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
limits  its  existence  to  three  years,  ought  to  be 
stricken  out.  He  thought  the  operation  of  the 
act  ought  not  to  be  limited,  as  it  would  always 
be  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  repeal  the  law^  if 
found  to  be  inadequate  to  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  enacted.  He  proceeded  to  support  the  pas- 
sage of  some  act,  to  take  the  cognizance  of  these 
claims  from  Congress,  as  a  body  totally  unfit  for 
such  a  duty ;  but  ne  was  opposed  to  the  limitation 
of  the  act  to  a  specified  time. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  spoke  in  favor  of  re- 
taining the  present  limitations  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  remarked  upon  the 
general  course  of  claims  against  the  Government, 
and  stated  his  views  of  the  manner  of  acting  upon 
those  claims.  He  was  in  favor  of  extending  the 
amount  of  the  claims  to  come  under  this  act ;  but 
he  thought  the  limitation  of  the  act  to  three  years 


ought  to  be  retained,  as  it  was  to  be  coosidered  Id 
the  light  of  an  experiment. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  was  well  aware  that  the  i>reseiit 
mode  of  settling  private  claims  against  the  Gov- 
ernment, was  extremely  objectionable;  that  Coo* 
gress  was  not  a  body  calculated  for  a  full  and 
fair  investigation  'of  such  claims;  and  aDOther 
^reat  objection  to  acting  upon  these  claims  here, 
is,  that  the  decision  upon  them  is  never  fiaal. 
But  yet  he  was  opposed  to  the  principle  coDtaioed 
in  the  present  bill,  and  therefore  could  not  vole 
for  it.     He  believed  great  injustice  would  result 
to  the  United  States.    He  would  beconleotlo 
establish  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  to  sit  at  tbe 
City  of  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding 
upon  these  claims — or  he  would  oe  willing  to  es- 
tablish a  new  department  for  this  object,  or  to 
vest  the  decision  in  one  of  the  present  depart- 
ments.   Either  of  these  plans,  he  thought,  would 
be  productive  of  good  consequences.    Bat  the 
present  bill  would  subject  the  United  States  to  be  im- 
pleaded in  thirty  or  forty  different  circuit  and  district 
courts,  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  would 
involve  great  expense  and  trouble.    AH  the  claims 
against  the  Government,  from  its  establish tnent 
to  the  present  day,  would  be  called  up.    All  thes< 
claims  had  arisen  from  circumstances  emanating 
from  transactions  in  this  city.    The  evidence  re 
specting  them  was  all  here.     If  there  were  maoji 
claims  of  this  kind  to  arise,  the  departments  of  ih< 
Government  would  find  themselves  continuallj 
engaged  in  defending  cases  in  the  courts  of  thj 
different  States.    Certified  copies  of  papers  muj 
be  taken  as  evidence  in  these  cases;  and  \m 
copies  must  be  prepared  at  the  departments.  Tb 
United  States  will  not  stand  as  ^ood  a  cbaoce  j 
get  justice  done  to  it  as  the  individual— the  Goi 
ernment  will  scarcely  ever  get  its  rights.   Tl| 
courts  and  juries  will  always  be  biased  in  fav^ 
of  the  individual  against  the  Gk>vernment.       , 

Mr.  V.  B.  thought  the  bill  would  be  producti 
of  great  inconvenience  and  difficulty.  This  mol 
of  deciding  claims,  he  believed,  was  without  pi| 
cedent  in  any  country.  No  Government  had  ev^ 
consented  to  place  itself  upon  such  a  footing.  jM 
v.  B.  alluded  to  the  petition  of  right  in  Englai 
in  order  to  show  that  it  was  not  analogous  to  t 
provisions  of  this  bill.  It  would  be  belter, 
thought,  to  provide  that  the  United  States  shoti 
always  be  impleaded,  in  these  cases,  in  the  S 
preme  Court  at  Washington^  because  there  i 
departments  could  have  an  eye  upon  the  inters 
of  the  Government.  But  he  had  strong  objectij 
to  spread  them  over  the  whole  country.  Obso^ 
claims,  which  have  long  since  been  decided  agaij 
and  the  decision  acquiesced  in,  would  again! 
brought  up.  Believing  that  these  bad  effects  wa 
result  from  the  bill,  be  could  not  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Noble  modified  his  motion,  so  as  to  auti 
ize  the  committee,  if  they  should  think  proper 
report  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  some  ol 
tribunal  for  the  adjustment  of  these  claims. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  replied  to  the  remj 
made  by  Mr.  Van  Buren.  He  said  this  bill  me 
proposed  to  give  to  the  circuit  and  district  cd 
the  power  of  acting  on  claims  within  their  i 
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districts.   He  believed  that  the  establishment  of  a 
tribaoal  to  tiy  these  claims  at  Washiogton,  would 
be  aUended  with  many  of  the  inconyenieDces  that 
are  now  eiperieneed  irom  their  beinc  agitated  in 
Congress.   He  thought  that,  so  far  from  the  evi- 
dence on  claims  soch  as  were  included  in  this  act, 
being  found  at  Washington,  it  was  mostly  to  be 
obtained  in  the  districts  where  the  claimants  live. 
He5ra(ed  the  difficulties  which  would  attend  the 
decision  upon  these  claims  by  either  of  the  depart- 
ments.   Our  extent  of  territor^^  would  operate  as 
an  objection  against  the  establishment  oi  a  tribu- 
nal, like  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  England. 
Justice  to  individuals,  Mr.  T.  said,  required  that 
their  claims  should  be  adjusted  in  their  own  dis- 
tncts,  subject  to  certain  restrictions  and  checks. 
He  beiieied  that,  instead  of  the  testimony  required 
itttbe  adJQstment  of  these  claims,  always  being 
fonnd  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  supposes,  it  would  rarely 
erer  be  found  there.    We  are  constantly  going  to 
the  dismets  where  the  claims  originate,  for  this 
eridence— for  certificates,  private  letters,  and  other 
docaments.    We  are  alarmed,  too,  by  the  hideous 
spectres  of  obsolete  claims — we  are  told  that  obso- 
lete claims,  without  number,  will  be  conjured  up. 
Mr.T.  thought  it  extremely  improbable  that  any 
claims  more  ancient  or  obsolete  than  some  whicn 
had  been  brought  before  Congress,  could  be  found ; 
and  if  be  had  been  about  to  put  his  finger  on  any 
one  particular  point,  to  demonstrate  the  necessity 
of  adopting  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  he  should 
bare  placed  it  upon  the  admission  of  these  obso- 
lete claims  in  Uongress.    He  said,  he  believed 
there  were  acts  of  limitation  to  regulate  these 
matters;  if  not,  they  could  be  made.    Congress 
has  the  power  to  make  laws  of  limitation ;  and 
be  believed  there  would  be  no  difficulty  on  this 
point. 

Mr.  T.  believed  that  the  objection,  as  to  the  in- 
creased labor  of  the  judges,  was  equally  inconsist- 
^ot;if  the  labor  of  hearing  the  testimony  was 
too  great,  for  a  large  number  of  judges,  spread 
through  the  country,  how  could  the  Heads  of  the 
D^Ttments  attend  to  it?  This  was  a  kind  of 
duty  for  which  the  judges  were  appointed.  Are 
your  Departments  competent  to  this  duty,  and 
your  judges  incompetent  ?  He  thought  the  argu- 
ment ioeonelasive. 

Mr.  T.  was  in  favor  of  extending  the  provisions 
<>f  the  bill  to  claims  amounting  to  ten  thousand 
<l^lbr$,  and  be  was  opposed  to  limiting  the  dura- 
tioBof  the  law.  But  he  had  been  so  deeply  im- 
prjQsed  with  the  necessitv  of  some  such  system  as 
(^  which  wonid  get  rid  of  what  he  considered 
1  disreputable  jariscnction  on  the  part  of  Congress; 
^  was  so  perfectly^  satisfied  of  the  necessity  of 
5<«ae  remedy  for  this  evil ;  that  he  was  willing  to 
accommodate  the  bill  to  the  ideas  of  other  gentle- 
i&enott  the  subject.  He  believed  that  time  and 
wperience  wonld  sufficiently  prove  the  utility  of 
the  measure. 

Mr-CaANDLER  objected  to  carrying  these  claims 
into  tht  courts  of  the  United  States.  He  thought 
^b«  juries  who  were  called  to  try  them,  would 
^variably  be  biased  in  favor  of  the  individual 


claimants,  especially  as  the  claimants  would  be 
their  neighbors.  These  causes  ousht  not  to  be 
tried  in  the  different  States,  away  from  the  Seat 
of  GoTernment,  where  alone  the  circumstances 
relating  to  the  cases  would  be  known.  The  dis- 
trict attorneys  would  not  be  likely  to  be  acquaint- 
ed with  the  merits  of  the  cases.  Mr.  C.  thought 
it. would  induce  every  man  who  thought  he  could 
put  a  fair  face  upon  his  claim,  to  bring  it  up  for 
trial  before  a  jury,  who  would  be  prejuaiced 
against  the  Government;  the  claimant  would 
have  no  expenses  to  pay ;  it  would  cost  him  no- 
thing, but  the  pavmenl  of  his  own  counsel.  Mr. 
C.  was  willing  tnat  the  bill  should  be  recommit- 
ted, with  instructions  to  report  some  other  mode 
for  the  settlement  of  these  claims. 

Mr.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  was 
happy  at  the  prospect  now  presented,  of  obtaining 
some  mode  for  the  adjustment  of  private  claims 
against  the  Government.  Congress  was  certainly 
an  incompetent  body  to  try  these  claims.  There 
was  ercat  impropriety  in  constituting  so  large 
a  body  of  men,  at  so  great  an  expense,  to  act 
on  such  subjects.  The  expense,  upon  small 
claims,  was  often  greater  than  the  amount  of  the 
claim.  He  thought  it  better  that  a  board  of  com- 
missioners should  be  created  for  this  purpose — it 
would  be  better  on  account  of  the  expenses  to 
which  the  claimants  would  be  subjected ;  their 
expenses  would  be  much  increased  in  a  court  of 
justice.  The  Government  was  bound,  in  his  opin- 
ion, to  establish  some  tribunal  which  would  not 
increase  the  expense  to  those  who  held  claims. 
The  proofs,  in  these  cases,  would  be,  for  the  most 
part,  in  the  hands  of  the  Government.  If  other 
testimony  were  necessary,  the  commissioners 
would  have  power  to  issue  commissions  for  taking 
depositions,  dec.  He  objected  to  the  submission 
of  these  claims  to  the  courts  of  justice,  as  proposed 
by  this  bill,  on  account  of  the  additional  ex- 
penses that  would  be  incurred  by  the  claimants. 
He  was,  therefore,  in  favor  of  recommitting  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Van  Bcren  made  some  further  remarks  in 
explanation — to  which  Mr.  Taylor  replied. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  said  it  was  manifest  that  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  from  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  constituted,  were  not 
calculated  to  act  upon  private  claims — one  great 
reason  why  they  were  not.  was  the  want  of  time. 
It  was  absolutely  impossible,  with  the  great  politi- 
cal subjects  that  were  constantly  presenting  them- 
selves to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  that  mem- 
bers could  devote  the  requisite  attention  to  the 
minute  circumstances  of  every  private  claim  that 
came  before  them.  If  there  were  sufficient  time 
to  obtain  all  this  information,  still,  the  mode 
adopted,  and  which  was  necessary  to  obtain  it, 
rendered  the  determination  very  uncertain.  Affi- 
davits were  taken,  without  any  agent  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  attend  to  the  business;  the  statements 
of  individuals  are  received,  in  regard  to  their  own 
accounts,  the  information  which  members  are  en- 
abled to  obtain,  in  relation  to  the  claims,  is  relied 
upon  for  the  want  of  any  more  authentic  informa- 
tion.   He  felt  grateful  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
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ginia,  for  his  attention  to  this  subiect;  and  for 
submitting  a  plan  to  remedy  the  evils  of  the  pres- 
ent system.  Mr.  Van  Dyke  said  he  had  paid  con- 
siderable attention  to  this  bill — he  apprehended 
there  would  be  no  great  difficulty  in  carrying  it 
into  effect — notliing  like  the  difficulties  with  which 
the  subject  was  at  presenc  embarrassed.  If  this 
plan  was  rejected,  he  should  despair  of  any  one 
Deing  agreed  upon  hereafter.  We  had  formerly 
had  a  commissioner  for  the  settlement  of  claims, 
at  (he  Seat  of  Government.  The  plan  was  found 
to  be  defective  at  the  outset.  The  decisions  were 
made  by  an  individual,  in  some  by-chamber.  The 
best  security  for  the  citizen  and  for  the  Govern- 
ment, is  in  a  decision  in  an  open  court  of  justice, 
where  the  jude;es,  the  jury,  and  the  witnesses,  are 
responsible  before  the  public,  for  what  they  do  and 
say.  He  did  not  wish  to  submit  these  claims  to 
the  decision  of  a  commissioner,  sitting  in  private. 
If  we  could  not  repose  trust  in  our  judges  and 
jurors,  under  oath,  then  there  was  no  security  for 
the  rights  of  property,  and  none  for  the  perma- 
nence of  our  Government  He  had  no  idea  that 
the  decision  on  these  claims,  under  the  provisions 
of  this  bill,  would  be  as  unfavorable  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, as  their  decision  by  Congress.  In  the 
S resent  mode,  there  is  no  end  to  the  claims.  Their 
nal  settlement  is  one  ^reat  object  in  carrying 
them  into  a  court  of  justice.  If  these  claims  are 
rejected  half  a  dozen  times  by  Congress,  they  come 
up  again,  and  are  continued  year  after  year,  until 
at  last,  by  some  means  or  other,  the  case  is  made 
out,  and  Congress  is  induced  to  allow  it.  The  mem- 
bers are  worried  out,  and  are  glad  to  get  rid  of  it. 
Mr.  Van  Dyke  said  he  was,  therefore,  determined 
to  vote  afl^inst  sending  the  bill  back  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  whole  evidence  on  each  side,  he 
said,  could  be  taken  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  he 
thought  the  plan  well  worth  the  experiment. 

Mr.  RuGGLES  hoped  the  motion  to  recommit 
would  prevail — and  that  the  committee  would  see 
the  necessity  of  providing  for  a  board  of  commis- 
sioners, at  the  Seat  of  Government,  to  decide  upon 
these  claims.  All  these  claims,  for  the  settlement 
of  which  provision  is  to  be  made,  will  have  been 
first  rejected  by  the  Treasury  Department.  There 
is  scarcely  a  case  of  tbis  kind,  that  comes  before 
Congress,  but  for  items  of  accounts  that  have  been 
rejected  at  the  Treasury.  Suppose  a  person  comes 
to  ask  that  his  claim  may  be  allowed,  is  he  bound 
to  furnish  evidence  against  himself?  Mr.  R.  be- 
lieved the  most  judicious  mode  would  be  to  estab- 
lish a  board  of  commissioners,  consisting  of  three 
persons — they  should  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and 
should  sii  in  this  city ;  where  all  the  information 
on  the  subjects  before  them  would  be  at  hand.  If 
they  were  at  a  distance  from  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, they  would  not  be  able  to  obtain  this  infor- 
mation so  readily.  The  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware hs^  said,  that  we  had  some  experience  on 
the  subject  of  appointing  commissioners  fqr  this 
purpose— .it  was  true  we  had — ^but  the  difficulties 
which  affected  that  commission,  might  be  reme- 
died now.  Such  regulations  miffht  be  adopted, 
as  should  be  found  necessary.    Sy  this  mode,  a 


uniform  system,  for  the  settlement  of  these  claims, 
would  be  adopted,  and  known  throughout  (he 
country.  There  would  not  be  a  rule  for  one  place, 
and  a  different  rule  for  another^  as  might  be  the 
(^se,  if  the  decision  was  left  to  the  courts.  The 
gentleman  from  Maine  has  remarked  upon  (he 
decisions  of  juries,  in  cases  where  the  GoveriimeDt 
is  concerned.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  rigi- 
lance  of  the  claimants,  in  prosecuting  their  own 
cases — and  the  bias  would  always  be  against  the 
Government. 

Mr.  Bell  said  there  were  strong  objeclions  to 
the  mode  of  acting  upon  these  claims  of  the  I 
courts,  both  from  the  dday  that  would  take  place, 
and  the  expense  to  the  claimants.    The  claims 
are  first  to  be  presented  to  the  proper  officers  of 
the  Government.    If  they  are  not  allowed  there 
they  are  to  be  carried  into  the  court  in  the  district 
where  the  claimant  belongs.    He  must  produce 
the  same  evidence  in  both  cases.    If  the  deci&ioD 
is  against  him,  then  he  is  to  appeal  to  the  Su- 
preme Court.    He  must  procure  counsel  in  the 
courts,  and  will  be  subjected  to  enormous  ex- 
penses.   There  is  such  a  press  of  business  in  the 
courts  that  he  would  probably  be  compelled  to 
wait  some  years  before  he  would  get  a  decision  iij 
the  district  court;  and  when  he  comes  to  th^ 
Supreme  Court,  he  must  wait  several  years  long' 
er.    But  if  the  plan  of  appointing  commissionen 
is  adopted ;  if  the  claim  is  disallowed  by  (he  aci 
counting  officers  of  the  Treasury  Departmen^ 
thf  same  evidence  may  be  produced  before  thj 
commissioners,  and  the  claim  decided  on  thespoj 
without  expense  to  the  claimant.    He  had  not 
doubt  that  this  would  be  the  best  plan,  both  a 
regards  the  interest  of  the  Government,  and  tb^ 
of  the  individual  claimant.   He  shotild  have  mo^ 
confidence  in  the  decisions  of  comoiissioQers  (h^ 
in  that  of  a  jury,  to  whom  the  claimant  would  il 
known,  and  who  might  be  prejudiced  in  bisfavc^ 
He  was,  therefore,  in  favor  of  a  recommitment! 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  said  he  only  rose! 
request  gentlemen  to  recollect  that  not  a  sio^ 
case,  under  this  bill,  was  to  be  decided  by  a  jur^ 
they  were  only  to  be  empannelled,  under  certai 
circumstances,  to  judge  of  certain  facts  ia  t| 
case. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried  in  fa^ 
of  recommitment. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Co^ 
mittee  on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  the  bill  from  t 
House  of  Representatives  '*  making  approp^ 
tions  for  the  support  of  the  Navy,  for  the  yi 
1824,"  with  amendments.  On  the  motion  of  ^ 
Lloyd,  the  bill  was  then  taken  into  coDi»id( 
tion,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Smith 
the  Chair. 

The  first  amendment  proposed  bf  the  Comfl 
tee  is  to  strike  out  all  of  the  ipeci/iccUions  of 
various  items  of  the  contingent  expenses  in 
Navy  Department,  and  insert  them  in  gross: 
proposes,  also,  to  raise  the  amount  of  that  ap{ 
priatton  from  $180,000  to  ^5,000.  Mr.  Ll^ 
of  Massachosetts,  stated,  that  the  object  of 
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amendment  was.  in  the  first  place,  to  restore  the 
bill  to  the  same  lorm  that  had  always  been  adopt- 
ed in  the  bills  making  similar  appropriations — the 
coDtiDgeot  ezpeniies  of  the  Department  having 
always  been  put  down  in  gross.  He  said  that 
$225,000  was  the  sum  originally  reported  in  the 
House,  for  this  item — and  that  it  was  the  least 
possible  amount  with  which  the  business  of  the 
Depanment  could  be  conducted.  This  amend- 
meot  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  provides  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  strip  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
navy  yard  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Llotd  stated  that  this  strip  of  land  was  required 
to  baild  a  wall  for  the  preservation  of  public  prop- 
erty.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Theneit  amendment  is  to  strike  out  "  20,000/' 
as  the  amount  "  for  ordnance,  ordnance  stores, 
small  arms,  and  the  manufacture  of  powder,"  and 
iQsert;  in  lieu  thereof,  the  sum  of  $1,000,  together 
with  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  last  year's 
appropriation  for  this  object.  This  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LowBiE  made  an  inquiry  as  to  the  esti- 
mates for  the  price  of  rations — which  was  an- 
swered by  Mr.  Lloyd  and  Mr.  Parhott. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as 
amended — the  several  amendments  were  con- 
curred ID,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed — and  the 
bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  were  subsequently  reported  as 
being  duly  engrossed  ;  and,  on  Mr.  Lloyd's  mo- 
tioD,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
seat  to  (he  other  House,  for  concurrence  in  the 
imendments. 


Monday,  April  5. 

The  Presioent  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Goreroor  of  Pennsylvania,  transmitting  a  resolu- 
tioQ  of  (he  General  Assembly  of  that  State^  ap- 
ptiTiDg  the  declaration  of  the  President  of  the 
l^i^ited  States  in  favor  of  the  cause  of  liberty  in 
the  Western  Hemisphere.  The  letter  and  resolu- 
tion were  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The Pbesiobnt  communicated  a  letter  from  A. 
B.  Woodward,  enclosing  a  memorial  proposinfr  a 
standard  of  measure  for  the  United  States ;  which 
vas  read,  and  the  letter  and  memorial  were  refer- 
f^  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu- 
actores. 

Mr.  McIlvaiii E  presented  the  memorial  of  Tho- 
mas Beeslcy  and  others,  of  Cape  May  county,  in 
^ew  Jersey ;  and  of  Lewis  M.  Walker  and  others ; 
«vpfij|y  praying  an  increase  of  the  duties  on  im- 
ported iron.  The  memorials  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu- 
actures. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
O.Martin,  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  par- 
i^h  of  8t.  Luke,  in  South  Carolina,  remonstrating 
agaiteiihe  passage  of  the  bill  pending  in  Congress, 
to  increase  the  duties  on  imports ;  which  was  read, 
jnd  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manafacinres. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of 
18th  Con.  1st  Sbss.— 16 


the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  by  the  purcha- 
sers of  public  lands,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Johnston,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  circuit  court 
in  Kentucky,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
"  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  release 
of  persons  imprisoned  at  the  suit  of  the  United 
States,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Rugoles  in  the  Chair. 

This  bill  provides  for  the  relief  of  A.  B.  Mat- 


the  district  attorney  for  that  district.  The  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amendment, 
and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  thira 
time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1824  ;" 
they  concur  in  the  second  of  the  said  amendments, 
with  an  amendment ;  and  they  concur  in  the  third 
of  said  amendments.  They  have  passed  a  bill, 
CDtitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  executors  of  John 
B.  Mebane  to  collect  certain  arrears  of  tax ;"  in 
which  amendment  and  bill  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  bill  "to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt," 
was  then  again  taken  up  for  consideration.  Some 
further  amendments  were  made  in  the  details  of 
the  bill,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Mills.  Upon 
one  of  these  amendments,  which  provides  that  the 
creditor  shall  have  a  right  to  hold  his  debtor  to  bail, 
without  proof  of  fraud,  when  he  is  about  to  leave 
the  State  in  which  the  debt  is  contracted,  some 
cursory  discussion  took  place  between  Messrs.  Van 
BuREN,  Mills,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Hatne, 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  Talbot,  and  Chanoler.  It 
was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Barbour  proposed  a  proviso,  that  no  per- 
son should  be  required  to  give  bail,  except  in  the 
State  in  which  he  resides.  Mr.  Mills  and  Mr. 
Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  opposed  this  amend- 
ment, and  Messrs.  Barbour  and  Smith  supported 
it.    It  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  proposed  some  amendments, 
which  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Talbot  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  by  pro- 
viding that  no  debtor  shall  be  held  to  bail,  except 
in  the  State  where  he  reside.s,  or  the  State  m 
which  the  debt  was  contracted. 

This  provision  was  supported  by  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky,  (who  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,) 
and  by  Messrs.  Talbot,  and  Taylor,  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  opposed  by  Mr.  Mills. 

Mr.  Talbot  then  modified  his  amendment,  by 
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adding  the  words  "unless  the  defendant  shall 
have  absconded  from  the  State  in  which  he  re- 
sides, in  order  to  evade  the  payment  of  his  debts.'' 
This  amendment  was  carried — ayes  28,  noes  11, 
as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Barboar,  Bell,  Benton,  Branch,  Dick- 
eraon,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry  Johnson,  J.  8. 
Johnston,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  King  of  New  York, 
Lowrie,  McIWaine,  Macon,  Parrott,  Buggies,  Sey- 
mour, Smith,  TaibotfTTaylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Van  Buren,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D*WoIf, 
Eaton,  Gaillard,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Mills,  Noble, 
Van  Dyke,  and  Ware. 

Mr.  Chandler  moved  an  amendment  to  exempt 
the  debtors  to  the  United  States  from  the  provis- 
ions of  the  bill.    This  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke, 
when  the  bill  was  before  under  consideration,  to 
authorize  the  creditor  to  put  interrogatories,  and 
to  make  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  case,  and, 
if  they  are  not  satisfactorily  answered  by  the  de- 
fendant, the  charges  therein  contained  to  be  taken 
as  facts,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  offered  a  few  remarks  in  sup- 
port of  this  proposition;  it  was  also  supported  by 
Kfr.  Van  Bdrbn,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  John- 
son  of  Kentucky,  and  Talbot,  and  was  then 
adopted  by  the  Senate. 

'  Mr  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  proposed  a  new  sec- 
tion to  the  bill,  extending  its  operation  to  the 
District  of  Columbia ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  submitted  a  proviso,  '^tbat 
nothing,  in  the  first  section  of  this  act  contained, 
shall  extend  to  suits  in  which  the  United  States 
are  a  party.''  Mr.  Chandler  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  this  amendment. 
Some  remarks  were  made  upon  it  by  Messrs.  Van 
Dyke,  Hayne,  Noble,  Barbour,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  and  Macon.  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding  to  it 
the  words,  "  against  any  contractor,  or  receiver  or 
disburser  of  public  moneys."  Mr.  Holmes,  and 
Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  advocated  this  amend- 
ment, and  Mr.  Van  Dyke  opposed  it.  These 
amendments  were  both  withdrawn,  and  a  substi- 
tute proposed  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  as  follows: 
"  that  nothing  in  the  first  section  of  this  bill  shall 
extend  to  any  suit  brought  to  recover  moneys  re- 
ceived by  the  defendant,  on  account  of  the  United 
States."    This  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed,  as 
amended;  and,  without  taking  the  question  on 
its  third  reading,  the  Senate  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow. 


Tuesday,  April  6. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  the  petition  of  Alexan- 
der McNair,  praying  compensation  for  services 
rendered  as  a  paymaster ;  reimbursement  of  inter- 
est paid  by  him  on  money/ for  the  use  of  Govern- 
ment ;  remuneration  for  the  loss  of  a  house  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  whilst  occupied  by  the  United 
States  troops,  during  the  late  war;  and  an  equita- 


ble settlement  of  his  accoanta.    The  petitioa  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  petition  of  Heorf 
Miller,  praying  to  be  compensated  for  military 
services  rendered  during  the  Revolutionarjr  war; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatires, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  executors  of  John 
B.  Mebane  to  collect  certain  arrears  of  tax,*^  was 
twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  (o 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Barbara 
Paulas,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *Ad 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  for 
the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  bill  "  making  appropriations  for  the  narai 
service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1824," 
was  again  taken  up  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
the  amendments  made  thereto  in  the  Senate,  and 
which  were  not  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that  the 
Senate  should  concur  in  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  House,  requiring  the  consent  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  to  the  purchase  of  a 
strip  of  land  adjacent  to  the  navy  yard  at  Charles- 
town,  in  that  State.    This  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Lloyd  then  moved  that  the  Senate  should 
insist  upon  its  amendment,  by  which  the  several 
specifications  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Navy  Department,  as  contained  in  the  bill  that 
came  from  the  House,  were  stricken  out,  and  the 
sum  inserted  in  gross;  and  by  which,  also,  the  same 
item  was  increased  from  $180,000  to  ^5,000. 
After  some  remarks  on  this  subject  by  Messrs. 
Lloyd,  Lowbie,  Barbour,  and  Smith,  the  mo- 
tion prevailed,  and  the  Senate  determined  to  in- 
sist upon  this  amendment 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  being  th( 
bill  "  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,''  was  re 
sumed;  Mr.  Rdogles  in  the  chair.  The  ques 
tion  was,  upon  passing  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  an< 
read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Hayne  said,  that  it  was  impossible  t< 
listen  with  indifference  to  the  eloquent  appeal 
which  had  been  made  to  the  feelings  of  the  Seo 
ate,  by  the  honorable  gentlemen  from  Kentuck 
and  Virginia,  (Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Bai 
BOOR,)  appeals  which  must  always  havea  powerO 
iiifluence,  when  they  came  recommendeti  by  tl 
virtues  of  those  by  whom  they  were  urged.  Tt 
pictures  of  distress  which  the  gentlemen  ha 
drawn,  could  not  fail  to  command  our  synapath 
and,  if  the  decision  of  the  question  depended  < 
feelingmerely,  that  decision  would  be  easily  mad 
But,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  consider  this  a  grave  and  sob 
question  of  judicial  policy,  in  the  discuj^ion 
which  it  wiU  be  necessary  to  look  to  establij»hi 
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priociples  and  usages,  and  which  can  only  be 
wisely  decided  by  a  careful  examination  oi  the 
tendency  and  probable  effect  of  the  measure  pro- 
poiied.   This  measure  is  entitled  "  A  bill  to  abolish 
imprisonment  for  debt,"  and  those  who  shall  not 
look  beyond  the  title,  will,  of  course,  conclude  that 
it  proposes  to  "open  the  prison  doors"  throughout 
the  whole  extent  of  this  great  Republic ;  and  that 
^the  roice  of  the  oppressor"  is  to  be  no  more 
heard  in  our  land.     Such,  however,  is  by  no  means 
its  true  character.     The  operation  of  the  bill  is  to 
be  confined,  exclusively,  to  the  courts  of  the  United 
States;  its  provisions  will  apply  to  a  very  incon- 
siderable number  of  the  debtors,  scattered  through 
the  country;  and   the  reme-dy  provided,  is  one 
which  will  afford  no  substantial  relief  to  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  unfortunate.    The  manner  in  which 
the  question  had  been  discussed,  had  brought  to 
hii  mind  a  truth,  (confirmed  by  the  whole  course 
of  his  reading  and  experience,;  that  much  of  the 
difference  of  opinion  which  exists  in  the  world, 
arises  from  the  want  of  agreement  as  to  the  mean- 
ing of  terms  or  of  propositions.    The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  states  bis  proposition  in  these  words: 
"Is  it  right  to  punish,  by  imprisonment,  the  honest 
5u{ insolvent  debtor?"    And,  to  this  question,  all 
his  observations  bad  been  strictly  confined.  I  have 
no  hesitation,  said  Mr.  H.,  in  giving  my  full  as- 
sent to  all  the  arguments  of  that  gentleman ;  with 
him,  I  answer  the  question  in  the  negative ;  and, 
in  that  answer,  I  am  confident  every  member  of 
the  Senate  will  concur.    Indeed,  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  creditors  themselves  (hard-hearted  as  they 
are  ail  supposed  to  be)  would  hesitate  a  moment 
in  consentme  to  the  release  of  debtors  whose  hon- 
esty and  insolTency  should  be  ascertained.    A  soli- 
tary "  monster  in  human  shape"  may  occasionally 
be  found,  who  would  "  feast  upon  the  groans  and 
tears  of  the  wretched  j"  but,  for  the  honor  of  hu- 
manity, such  cases  are  so  rare,  that  we  may  safely 
affirm  that  creditors,  as  a  class,  would  as  zealously 
contend  against  the  punishment,  by  imprisonment, 
of  the  honest  and  insolvent  debtor,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  himself.    The  professed  object 
of  this  bill,  said  Mr.  H.,  is,  to  abolish,  entirely, 
legal  process  against  the  person  of  the  debtor;  to 
discard  what  are  commonly  called  bail  writs,  and 
execatbos  against  the  body ;  and  gentlemen  argue 
as  if  these  writs  were  devised  and  intended  merely 
as  a  paoishmenC  of  what  they  are  pleased  to  call 
"the  crimes  of  being  in  debt  and  being  unfor- 
tonate."    Now,  these  writs,  said  Mr.  H.,  are  merely 
the  means  provided  by  the  law  to  compel  debtors 
to  pay  their  just  debts ;  they  are  the  remedies  by 
vbich  a  creditor  is  enabled  to  enforce  his  rights. 
They  were  intended  to  apply,  not  to  the  honest 
and  unfortonate,  but  to  the  dishonest  and  the  sol- 
vent; and,  if  the  remedies  intended  for  the  latter 
are  occasionally  applied  to  the  former,  it  is  only 
because  it  is  found  impossible,  in  some  cases,  to 
disuogoish  between  them,  and  because  human 
afiain  can  only  be  regulated  by  a  system  of  gen- 
eral rules.    Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  origin 
of  the  writ  of  capiat  ad  satisfaciendum,  or  the  theory 
on  which  it  rests,  it  is  certain  that  in  modern  times, 
and  certainly  in  the  happy  land  in  which  our  lot 


has  been  cast,  that  process  is,  in  practice,  nothing 
more  than  the  means  of  compelling  a  debtor  to 
pay  his  debts — a  debtor  who,  having  the  abilitv, 
IS  unwilling  to  comply  with  bis  obligations.  We 
have  heard  of  a  question  being  agitated  in  other 
countries,  as  to  the  right  of  a  creditor  to  the  body 
of  his  debtor,  and  of  a  formal  negotiation,  by  the 
family  of  a  deceased  debtor,  for  the  purchase  of 
the  corpse,  in  order  to  honor  it  by  the  rites  of  a 
"  Christian  burial."  But,  who  ever  heard  of  such 
a  question  being  made  in  America?  What  law- 
yer can  doubt  that  our  courts  would  hold  such 
claims,  on  the  part  of  a  creditor,  as  contrary  to 
humanity  and  common  decency ;  as  inconsistent 
with  our  institutions,  and,  therefore,  against  the 
law  of  the  land  ?  It  is  true,  we  have  lately  been 
shocked  by  an  idle  and  shameful  report  of  the 
arrebt  of  a  dead  body,  in  one  of  the  most  moral, 
enlightened,  and  polished  cities  of  this  Union; 
but  that  report  is  xown  to  be  a  mere  fabrication. 
There  never  yet  has  been,  and  there  never  can  be, 
said  Mr.  H.,  claims  of  such  a  nature  set  up  in  this 
country.  If  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  how- 
ever, seriously  l^lieve  that  evils  may  hereafter 
arise  from  the  theory  of  the  common  law ;  that 
the  body  of  a  citizen  may  be  taken  **  in  satisfac- 
tion of  a  debt,"  and  they  will  confine  their  reme- 
dies to  the  destruction  of  that  theory  merely ;  if 
they  feel  disposed  to  make  the  process  against  the 
body,  in  law,  what  it  is  now,  in  fact,  a  mere  reme- 
dial process  for  the  enforcement  of  debts,  I  shall 
not,  said  Mr.  H.,  be  disposed  to  object. 

Imprisonment  for  debt  (or  as  the  gentlemen  ex- 
press it,  *<  as  a  penalty  for  debt'-)  is  almost  un- 
known in  the  United  States;  there  is  not  a  State 
in  the  Union  which  has  not  provided  by  law  for 
the  release  of  debtors  from  imprisonment;  and  in 
respect  to  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  a  simi- 
lar provision  has  been  made.  It  is  true,  that  the 
regulations  on  this  subject  are  incomplete  and  in 
some  respects  oppressive,  and  it  is  certainly  very 
desirable  that  some  mild  and  efficacious  system 
should  be  provided,  to  be  uniform  throughout  the 
United  States,  which,  protecting  alike  the  just 
rights  of  creditors  and  debtors,  should  be  consistent 
with  the  claims  of  justice  and  humanity.  It  is 
sufficient,  however,  said  Mr.  H..  for  my  present 
purpose,  to  say  that  the  existing  laws  do  substan- 
tially provide  (and  if  they  do  not  I  am  willing 
that  they  shall  be  so  amended  as  to  provide)  that 
a  debtor  shall  only  be  imprisoned  for  the  purpose 
of  compelling  him  to  surrender  his  property.  If 
the  theory  (bat  the  body  of  a  debtor  may  be  taken 
"  in  satisfaction  of  a  debt"  has  not  already  been,  I 
am  willing  that  it  shall  be,  exploded,  as  incon- 
sistent with  the  refined  sentiments,  and  the  moral 
sense  of  the  enlightened  age  in  which  we  live. 

As  the  gentleman  and  myself  agree  thus  far  in 
principle,  it  may  be  well  to  ascertain,  before  I 
proceed  further,  in  what  we  differ,  as  well  as  the 
nature  and  extent  of  that  difference.  The  gentle- 
men propose  to  abolish  all  process  against  the 
body  of  the  debtor,  and  to  keep  his  person  free 
from  arrest  until  fraud  shall  be  established.  Ac- 
cording to  this  plan,  they  propose  that  bail  writs 
'  shall  not  be  used  except  where  a  debtor  is  known 
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to  be  about  to  abscond ;  and  that  executions  against 
the  body  shall  be  confined  to  cases  of  fraud  and 
concealment  first  legally  proved.  I  contend,  on 
the  contrary,  that  these  writs  are  remedies  essen- 
tial to  creditors,  who  ought  to  be  permitted  to  use 
them  as  means,  though  as  means  only,  for  the 

fmrpose  of  attaining  the  end,  viz.,  the  satisfaction 
n  money  of  their  just  demands.  The  gentleman 
would  not  permit  the  body  to  be  touched  at  all  till 
fraud  be  proved,  whilst  the  law,  on  the  contrary, 
authorizes  the  arrest  and  detention  of  the  person 
until  the  debt  be  paid  or  the  property  of  the  debtor 
be  given  up.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  has  in  limifie  laid  down  a  position  from 
which  I  am  compelled  to  dissent.  He  denies  the 
right  of  society  to  deprive  a  man  of  his  liberty 
even  for  an  hour,  except  it  be  as  a  punishment  for 
a  crime,  and  from  this  position  he  draws  the  con- 
clusion that,  as  debt  is  not  a  crime,  society  has  no 
right  to  imprison  a  man  on  account  of  a  debt. 
Now,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  submit  that  the  gentleman 
has  mistaken  the  source  from  whence  the  right  to 
deprive  a  citizen  of  his  liberty  or  property  is  de- 
rived. Penalties  are  never  imposed  merely  as  a 
punishment  to  the  criminal,  it  is  reserved  to  the 
great  Creator  to  apportion,  by  an  unerring  stand- 
ard, the  just  measure  of  punishment  for  crimes  of 
every  grade.  But  society  imposes  penalties  for 
the  sake  of  example,  and  in  order  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  mankind.  The  right  being  derived 
from  this  source,  it  follows  that  it  is  only  limited 
by  the  demands  of  justice  and  expediency.  What- 
ever the  general  welfare  of  the  community  impe- 
riously demands,  must  be  done ;  and,  if  the  safety 
and  happiness  of  society  should  require  the  exer- 
cise of  restraints  in  certain  cases  on  personal  lib- 
erty, such  restraints  become  lawful.  I  admit,  said 
Mr.  H.,  that  this  is  a  right  which  society  is  bound 
to  exercise  with  great  caution,  and  with  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  value  of  liberty.  But  the  very  ele- 
ments of  society  would  be  destroyed,  and  all  social 
order  subverted,  if  this  right  did  not  exist.  If  it 
were  true  that  the  criminal  only  could  be  lawfully 
imprisoned,  how  does  society  derive  the  right  to 
deprive  a  man  of  his  liberty  who  is  merely  accused 
of  a  crime,  and  who  (according  to  the  humane 

Principles  of  our  law)  is  presumed  to  be  innocent? 
n  every  countrv  on  earth  a  witness  essential  to  a 
prosecution,  if  ne  cannot  give  security  to  appear, 
IS  put  into  prison  until  his  testimony  is  given  in 
open  court ;  and  Mr.  H.,  would  ask  the  gentleman 
by  what  right  that  was  done  ?  Mr.  H.  recollected 
a  verv  strong  case  of  this  kind.  In  the  city  in 
which  he  resides,  a  murder  was  committed  in  the 
presence  of  an  Engli:fh  sailor;  and  without  his 
testimony  the  perpetrator  of  the  crime  could  not 
be  brought  to  justice.  He  gave  information  to  a 
magistrate,  but  at  the  same  time  declared  that  he 
could  not  wait  to  testify  in  court,  as  he  had  a 
family  at  home  who  depended  on  his  daily  labor 
for  support.  The  magistrate  was  compelled  to 
commit  the  witness  (most  surely  an  innocent  and 
meritorious  man)  to  the  common  jail,  where  he 
remained  for  several  months;  and  by  this  harsh, 
though  necessary  proceeding,  a  murderer  was 
brought  to  justice.    The  right  of  society  to  de- 


prive this  innocent  man  of  his  liberty  was  derired 
from  their  obligation  to  provide  for  the  welfare  of 
the  community.  From  the  same  source  is  derired 
the  right  to  inoprison  men  accused  of  crimes, 
(though  many  of  them  must  of  necessity  be  inno- 
cent,) and  of  imprisoning  debtors,  many  of  whom 
are  also  innocent,  until,  by  a  proper  investigation, 
their  true  character  can  be  made  to  appear.  Tiie 
right,  therefore,  in  all  such  cases,  depends  on  the 
necessity  of  the  measure,  and  I  admit  that  such  a 
right  cannot  be  claimed,  and  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
ercised, except  in  subserviency  to  the  great  inter- 
ests of  the  society. 

It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  the  propriety  of 
abolishing  the  lesal  process  against  the  body  of 
debtors  depends  altogether  on  the  utility  of  that 
process.    If  it  be  the  necessary  and  only  appro- 
priate means  for  the  collection  of  debts — if  its  abo- 
lition would  destroy  the  rights  and  render  nuga- 
tory the  remedies  of  creditors — if  the  obligtiioo  of 
contracts  would  thereby  be  impaired,  it  would 
follow  that  such  process  ought  not  to  be  dispensed 
with.    Such  a  measure  would  seriously  afiiect  the 
welfare  of  the  community,  by  destroying  credit 
and  impairing  those  habits  of  industry  and  pro- 
bity on  which  that  welfare  must  depend.    DUt 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  asks,  emphatically, 
^^  whether  we  would  punish  by  imprisonment  the 
honest,  but  unfortunate  and  insolvent  debtor?^ 
I  answer,  by  putting  another  question,  "would  be 
exempt  from  imprisonment  the  solvent  and  dis- 
honest debtor?"    The  whole  difficulty,  said  Mr. 
H.,  arises  from  the  imperfection  of  all  human  in- 
stitutions.   It  belongs  only  to  the  great  Creator 
to  survey,  at  a  glance,  the  complicated  transac- 
tions of  men — to  know  their  actual  condition- 
to  look  into  their  hearts — ^to  scan  their  motives; 
and   to  determine,  with  unerring  wisdom,  the 
true  situation  and  character  of  every  individual 
of  the  great  human   family.    But  frail,  short- 
sighted mortals  are  compelled  to  judge  from  ap- 
pearances; they  must  be  satisfied  with  circum- 
stantial testimony,  and   can   only  approximate 
the  truth  by  laborious  and  careful  investigations. 
Hence,  it  becomes  absolutely  necessary  to  provide 
general  rules  for  the  regulation  of  human  affairs, 
and  by  those  rules  we  are  compelled  to  abide, 
though  we  must  be  aware  that  injustice  may  occa- 
sionally result  from  their  operation. 

I  will  endeavor,  said  Mr.  Hatnb,  in  the  exami- 
nation of  this  subject,  to  prove  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient and  unjust  to  abolish  the  process  against  the 
body,  limited  and  restrained,  as  I  admit  such  pro- 
cess ought  to  be,  to  the  single  object  of  compel- 
ling a  debtor  to  pay  his  debts  or  to  surrender  bis 
estate.  When  a  debt  is  established  by  a  judicial 
decision,  the  creditor,  it  will  be  admitted,  is  enti- 
tled to  payment,  and  indeed  the  judgment  of  the 
court,  in  all  such  cases,  is,  that  the  debtor  shall 
be  compelled  to  pay.  But  by  what  means  is  such 
a  judgment  to  be  enforced  ?  If  property  was  al- 
ways visible  and  tangible  there  would  exist  do 
difficulty.  Lands  could  be  seized  and  sold,  and 
the  debt  be  thus  satisfied.  But,  in  modern  times, 
a  large  portion  of  the  wealth  of  society  consists  of 
stock,  of  bonds,  notes,  bills,  exchange,  and  of  that 
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species  of  property  called  choses  in  action,  which 
are  not  liable  to  be  sold  under  an  execution. 
Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  immense  quan- 
tity of  this  species  of  personal  property,  by  reflect- 
ing on  the  amount  of  public  stock  alone,  which 
exists  at  this  day  in  the  principal  nations  of  Chris- 
tian Europe.  Great  Britain  has  issued  stock, 
which  is  held  bv  individuals  to  the  amount  of 
eight  haodred  millions  of  pounds  sterling ;  France 
to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  millions ;  Holland  one  hundred  and  fifty 
millions,  and  Spain  one  hundred  and  thirty  mil- 
UoDs.  The  United  States  has  issued  upwards 
oftfpenty  millions  sterling,  which  remams  un- 
redeemed. 

Now,  sir,  when  we  add  to  this  the  immense 
amount  of  bank  and  insurance  stocks — the  stock  of 
incorporated  companies — the  astonishing  amount 
of  billM,  bonds,  notes,  and  debts,  (which,  in  every 
country,  form  such  a  large  proportion  of  its  com- 
mercial capital,)  when,  in  short,  we  find  that  there 
is  scarcely  a  particle  of  visible  property,  which 
is  not  represented  by  an  equal  amount  ot  invisi- 
ble property,  and  that  the  former  is  at  all  times 
convertible  into  the  latter,  is  it  not  manifest  that 
any  system  for  the  collection  of  debts  must  be 
wholly  inadequate,  which  shall  not  provide  effi- 
cient means  for  compelling  debtors  to  apply  the 
whole  of  their  personal  property  to  the  discharge 
of  their  debts  ?  The  law  provides  two  remedies, 
both  admirably  adapted  to  this  object.  The  first 
13  an  execution  against  the  goods,  (sl  JUH  facias,) 
by  which  the  visible  and  tangible  property  may 
be  seized  and  sold;  the  second,  an  execution 
against  the  body,  (a  capias  ad  satisfaciendum,)  by 
which  the  debtor  may  be  imprisoned  until  he 
shall  apply  bis  personal  estate  to  the  discharge  of 
his  debts.  Now,  if  the  latter  process  should  be 
abolished,  it  is  obvious  that  creditors  will  be  left 
entirelv  at  the  mercy  of  their  debtors.  The  ex- 
tent or  the  evil  which  this  system  would  intro- 
duce may  be  understood,  when  it  is  considered,  that 
the  great  mass  of  debtors  are  those  whose  estates 
consist  of  that  species  of  personal  property  on 
which  no  levy  can  be  made.  The  land-holders 
compose  but  a  small  portion  of  the  great  class  of 
debtors;  it  is  the  capitalist,  the  trader,  the  holder  of 
stock  and  choses  m  action,  who  engages  most 
largely  in  those  speculations  which  produce  debts. 
To  exempt  their  property  from  liability,  would  be 
togire  a  vital  stab  to  commercial  credit  and 
prosperity. 

I  will  be  told,  however,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  the 
bill  before  us  contains  a  provision  by  which  an 
execution  against  the  body  may  be  issued,  when 
it  shall  be  ascertained,  by  a  judicial  investigation, 
that  a  debtor  has  property  not  liable  to  seizure ; 
and  this  brings  me,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  an  examina- 
tion of  the  particular  provisions  of  this  bill. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  bill  provides,  that  on 
aJQdgment  or  decree  being  obtained  either  atlaw 
OT  in  equity,  a  fieri  facias,  or  other  process,  against 
the  property,  may  be  taken  out,  but  the  creditor  is 
deprived  of  the  privilege  of  issuing  any  process 
against  the  bodjr.  Now,  by  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  this  provision,  a  wide  distinction  b  made 


between  real  and  personal  estate — 1  mean  that 
species  of  personal  estate  which  is  not  tangible, 
and  which  (by  the  laws  of  England,  as  well  as 
most  of  the  States  of  this  Union,)  is  not  liable  to 
be  levied  on  and  sold  under  an  execution.  Ac- 
cording to  this  provision  of  the  bill,  a  judgment 
may  be  enforced  by  the  sale  of  land  the  moment 
it  is  obtained ;  but,  as  personal  property  cannot  be 
levied  on,  the  owner  of  such  property  is  on  a  bet- 
ter footing  than  the  owner  of  land. 

Let  us  Took,  said  Mr.  H.,  a  little  closer  into  this 
fourth  section.  It  provides  that  when  a  judgment 
is  obtained,  if  the  debtor's  estate  shall  consist  of 
personal  property,  which  cannot  be  levied  on,  the 
creditor  shall  be  obliged  to  file  a  suggestion  on 
oath,  setting  forth  that  the  debtor  keeps  his  prop- 
erty so  invested  ;  on  which  suggestion  he  is  en- 
titled to  take  out  a  new  writ,  here  called  a  "writ 
of  discovery,"  but  which  is  to  be  nothing  more 
than  a  process  commanding  the  debtor  to  appear 
at  the  next  court,  (to  meet  perhaps  six  months  or 
a  year  afterwards,)  and  to  answer  the  charge. 
What  charge  ?  Why,  that  the  estate  of  the  debtor 
consists  of  personal  property.  If  the  debtor  should 
give  security  to  appear  to  this  writ  of  discovery, 
and  should  aictually  appear  at  the  next  court,  then 
an  issue  is  to  be  made  up  to  try  the  fact,  viz: 
whether  his  estate  be  invested  in  personal  prop- 
erty or  not.  This  issue  may  or  may  not  be  con- 
nected with  the  charge  of  fraud,  and  in  either 
case  it  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  new  suit, 
subject  to  all  the  expense  and  delay  of  the  origi- 
nal proceeding.  In  obtaining  a  judgment,  the 
wise  jealousy  of  the  law  requires  the  observance 
of  certain  forms,  which  necessarily  creates  delay, 
and  thus  it  is  often  the  business  of  years  to  obtain 
a  judgment.  Yet  by  this  bill,  if  the  debtor's  es- 
tate consists  of  persona],  instead  of  real  property, 
a  second  suit  is  to  be  commenced,  as  tedious  antl 
expensive  as  the  first ;  and  thus  a  most  unwise 
distinction  is  made  between  real  and  personal 
estate,  and  the  grossest  injustice  is  done  to  credi- 
tors. 

But,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  will  further  undertake  to 
prove,  that,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  debtors  who  possess  personal  property  cannot 
be  compelled  to  pay  their  debts  at  all,  provided 
two  or  more  of  them  combine,  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  their  creditors  at  defiance.  I  have  pur- 
posely delayed  my  remarks,  said  Mr.  H.,  until  all 
the  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill  had  been  dis- 
posed of,  so  that  I  must  now  take  it  for  gran  ted, 
that  the  friends  of  the  bill  have  moulded  it  to 
their  wishes,  and  given  it  the  form  in  which  they 
intend  that  it  shall  pass.  Now,  I  will  demon- 
strate, that,  in  the  case  of  two  debtors,  the  one 
possessed  of  real,  and  the  other  of  personal  estate-^ 
the  former  can  be  compelled  to  pay  as  soon  as 
a  judgment  is  obtained,  while  the  latter  may  put 
his  creditors  forever  at  defiance.  A  is  the  owner 
of  real  estate — a  judgment  is  obtained  acainst 
him — a  fieri  facias  is  taken  out — his  lands  are 
seized  and  sold,  and  the  debt  is  immediately  col- 
lected. B  is  the  owner  of  stock  or  bonds,  (to  the 
amount,  if  you  please,  of  $100,000;)  property  not 
concealed,  but  the  possession  of  which  he  openly 
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acknowledges.  Judgment  is  obtained  against  B, 
but  how  is  it  to  be  enforced,  the  stock  and  bonds 
not  being  liable  to  an  execution,  and  the  body 
being  exempt  from  arrest  1  Why,  according  to 
this  bill,  a  "writ  of  discovery"  is  taken  out.  To 
this  writ,  B  is  to  give  bail,  and  when,  in  the  regu- 
lar and  tedious  course  of  legal  proceedings,  the 
issue  made  up  on  that  writ  is  called  for  trial,  B 
may  fail  to  appear ;  and  what  is  to  be  the  conse- 
quence? Does  his  person  thereby  become  liable 
to  arrest  ?  No.  But  strange  indeed  !  by  reason  of 
his  default,  his  estate,  as  well  as  bis  person,  be- 
come entirely  and  forever  exonerated  from  all 
further  liability;  the  creditor  loses  his  remedy 
against  B,  and  acquires  only  a  right  of  action 
against  C,  the  bail  of  B.  The  creditor  now  hav- 
ing passed  through  the  ordeal  of  two  suits  at  law, 
and  encountered  all  the  vexation  and  expense  in- 
cident to  legal  proceedings,  finds  himself  precisely 
in  the  situation  in  which  he  was  before  he  com- 
menced those  proceedings.  He  has  acquired  no- 
thing more  than  a  right  of  action  against  the  bail 
of  B.  But,  unfortunately,  the  same  forms  are  to 
be  observed  in  his  proceedings  against  C.  His 
person  and  his  personal  estate  are,  in  like  manner, 
free  from  arrest ;  and,  after  resorting  to  actions, 
affidavits,  writs  of  discovery,  issues,  and  so  forth, 
the  unfortunate  creditor  may  recover  nothing 
more  than  another  right  of  action  against  D,  the 
bail  of  C  ;  and  so  on  ad  infinitum.  Thus  is  one 
debt  to  be  discharged  by  another ;  one  right  of 
action  to  be  satisfied  by  another  risbt  of  action ; 
and  the  creditor  who  unfortunately  resorts  to  a 
law  suit  to  recover  a  debt,  is  to  be  paid  by  an- 
other law  suit.  I  humbly  conceive,  said  Mr.  H., 
that  this  will  be  the  most  unsubstantial  mode  of 
payment  that  ever  was  devised.  A  creditor  would 
be  better  ofif  who  should  be  compelled  to  receive 
in  payment  the  wretched  trash  which  exists  in 
some  part  of  the  country,  and  is  dignified  by  the 
name  of  '-paper  money."  It  would  be  better  to 
receive  the  "  bills  of  credit"  issued  during  the  war 
of  the  Revolution ;  for,  at  the  period  of  their  low- 
est depreciation,  $1,000  could  procure  a  bushel  of 
salt. 

But,  said  Mr.  H.,  if  this  clause  of  the  bill  were 
not  liable  to  be  thus  evaded,  I  should  still  object 
to  it,  on  the  ground  that  it  renders  a  second  suit 
necessary,  before  personal  property  can  be  touched ; 
because  it  thus  makes  a  most  injurious  and  unjust 
distinction  between  real  and  personal  estate ;  and 
because  it  opens  a  wide  door  to  fraud,  by  permit- 
ting and  tempting  debtors,  while  a  suit  is  pend- 
ing, to  change  their  propertjr  from  real  to  personal. 
Now,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  principle  on  which  this  bill 
is  founded,  is  radically  unsound.  Your  remedies 
ought  to  be  directed  to  the  speedy  release  of  the 
debtor,  after  arrest,  and  not  to  the  destruction  of 
the  process  of  the  law.  Your  remedies  should  be 
more  extensive,  and  more  effectual,  than  that  pro- 
Tided  by  this  bill,  and  should  really  and  truly  yield 
that  relief  to  the  honest  and  unfortunate  debtor, 
which  this  bill  promises,  but  does  not  afford. 

As  you  cannot,  without  previous  investigation, 
ascertain  whether  a  debtor  is  unable,  or  only  un- 
willing, to  ]Niy ;  and,  as  there  are  no  means  of 


touching  a  large  portion  of  the  personal  estate  of 
modern  times,  by  any  legal  process  whaterer,  it 
appears  to  my  mind,  said  Mr.  H.,  neither  unrea- 
sonable nor  unjust,  to  require  of  a  debtor,  before 
his  person  shall  be  released  from  the  claims  of  bis 
creditor,  to  render,  on  oath,  a  schedule  of  his  prop- 
erty, and  to  make  an  assignment  thereof,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  creditors.  If  a  debtor  will  doI  do 
this,  he  ought  to  be  imprisoned.  Nor  is  it  an  ex- 
travagant presumption,  nor  one  which  ought  not 
to  be,  priina  facit^  indulged,  that  a  man  who  con- 
tracts a  debt,  is  able  to  pay.  It  seems  to  follow 
that  he  ought  not  to  be  released  until  his  inability 
is  made  to  appear;  or,  at  least,  until  he  makes  a 
disclosure,  on  oath,  and  a  surrender  of  his  prop- 
erty. Should  he  possess  no  property,  a  declara- 
tion on  oath,  to  that  effect,  ought  to  be  deemed 
sufficient,  provided  suitable  penalties  were  im- 
posed on  taking  a  false  oath  in  such  cases. 

The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  have,  at  every 
stage  of  this  discussion,  recurred  to  the  situation 
of  the  "  unfortunate  debtor."     They  have  maJe 
the  most  touching  and  passionate  appeals  to  our 
feelings,  and  in  the  spirit  of  the  author  of  the 
"  Sentimental  Journeys,"  have  taken  "  a  single 
captive,  and  having  first  shut  him  up  in  his  dun- 
geon, have  looked  through  the  twilight  of  his  gra- 
ted door,  to  take  his  picture" — a  picture  to  which 
they  have  added  deeper  shades,  by  the  introduc- 
tion  of  his  lovely  wife  and  innocent  children, 
sharing  in  his  captivity.     Sir^  said  Mr.  H.,  I  hare 
not  listened  to  these  appeals  without  emotion,   ft 
is,  indeed,  impossible  to  behold  with  coldness  or 
indifference  the  manly  bosom  of  my  friend  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson,)  thai  bosom  which 
has  been  bared  to  the  swords  of  the  enemies  of  his 
country,  and  been  stained  with  patriotic  blood, 
now  "  overflowing  with  the  milk  of  human  kind- 
ness."   And  it  is  with  kindred  emotions  I  have 
found  the  lofty  sentiments  and  generous  feelings 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  enlisteid 
in  the  cause  of  suffering  humanity.    I  know- 
indeed,  sir,  I  fed  most  sensibly — that  my  friends 
have  the  popular  side  of  this  question.    To  them 
all  the  fields  of  eloquence  are  open,  and  they  have 
not  failed  to  cull  the  choicest  flowers. 

I  know,  sir,  that  the  sympathies  of  the  people 
have  been  excited  in  behalf  of  debtors.    But, 
though  I  am  not  disposed  to  object  to  the  indul- 
gence of  such  sympathies,  I  would  remark  that 
they  certainly  ought  to  be  chastened  and  qualified 
by  the  consideration  that,  whenever  a  debtor  is 
protected  in  his  refusal  to  pay  his  debts,  he  is  lef^ 
in  possession  of  the  property  of  another.    How 
are  debts  in  g^eneral  contracted  ?    A  man  borrows 
money,  purchases  property,  or  obtains  the  personal 
services  of  another,  for  which  he  becomes  not 
only  legally,  but  morally,  bound  to  pay.    It  is 
true  he  may  be  overtaken  by  misfortune ;  he  may 
be  touched  by  the  hand  of  the  Almighty ;  the 
very  elements  may  conspire  against  him ;  and,  bf 
these  means,  his  inability  to  comply  with  his  con- 
tracts may  be  produced.    But,  in  how  many  io* 
stances  do  debtors  go  on  in  a  course  of  heedless 
conduct,  and  extravagant  living,  and,  with  theii 
eyes  open,  waste  the  property  of  another,  weu 
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kfloving  that  when  the  day  of  payment  shall  ar- 
rire,  tfa«y  will  be  found  wanting.  In  the  dark 
catalogue  of  human  .woes,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would 
Teoture  to  assert  that  a  larse  portion  of  miser v 
presented  to  our  view,  would  be  found  to  result 
from  the  fraudulent  conduct  of  debtors.  The  re- 
fusal of  debtors  to  pay  their  just  debts — the  fraud- 
ulent concealment,  or  careless  dissipation  of  their 
effects,  had  brought  innumerable  creditors  to  ruin 
and  despair.  Many  a  father  of  a  family  had  been 
thus  reduced  to  poverty,  and  found  himself  unable 
to  supply  his  wile  and  children  with  the  necessa- 
ries of  life.  Many  a  widow  has  been  brought  to 
abject  penary.  Many  an  orphan  had  been  robbed 
of  the  "food  convenient"  both  for  the  bod]^  and 
the  mind.  But  such  cases  excite  no  commisera- 
tion—theirs are  unobtrusive  sorrows. 

On  the  ground  merely  of  feeling  and  sympathy, 
(putting  justice  and  expediency  out  of  the  ques- 
tionj  Mr.  H.  was  therefore  aisposed  to  doubt, 
vhether  debtors,  as  a  class,  were  more  entitled  to 
sympathy  and  protection  than  creditors.  But, 
said  Mr.  H.,  on  principles  of  enlarged  philanthro- 
py, and  of  public  policy,  he  was  fully  convinced 
that  the  welfare  of  manicind  did  require  that  an 
honest  and  insolvent  debtor  should  be  relieved,  not 
only  from  continued  imprisonment,  but,  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  even  from  future  liability.  By 
vhaterer  means  (except  fraud)  a  man  may  have 
hecome  actually  insolvent,  the  interests  of  society 
seemed  to  demand  that  his  future  exertions  should 
not  be  wholly  lost.  A  man  worn  down  by  the 
accamoiated  weight  of  debts  which  he  can  never 
hope  to  satisfy,  left  subject  to  the  daily  assaults  of 
creditors,  all  struggling  to  extort  the  last  farthing 
of  his  daily  earnings,  must  be  borne  down  to  the 
earth  by  the  calamities  of  his  situation,  and  will 
be  found  incapable  of  becoming  a  useful  or  honor- 
able member  of  society.  Such  a  man.  beinff  de- 
prived of  the  stimulus  of  hope,  and  left  wholly 
under  the  influence  of  bis  fears,  will  have  his 
exertions  paralyzed,  and  his  bosom  will  be  the 
seat  of  hopeless  despair.  I  would  be  disposed,  said 
Mr.  H.,  to  relieve  such  a  man — to  rescue  him  from 
his  abject  condition,  and  make  him  useful,  if  not 
happy.  I  would  make  him  free,  give  a  new  im- 
pulM  to  his  industry,  and,  without  doing  any  es- 
sential iojury  to  creditors,  render  an  immense  ser- 
vice to  the  community.  But  here  the  gentlemen 
sound  the  alarm,  that  I  am  advocatioff  a  bankrupt 
law.  Names,  said  Mr.  H.,  are  not  things.  Call 
it  what  you  may,  the  system  I  am  disposed  to  ad- 
voeate  is  this:  I  would  subject  the  person  of  a 
debtor  to  arrest,  under  an  execution  against  the 
body~Qot  as  a  punishment — not  in  satisfaction  of 
the  debt — but  as  the  only  effectual  means  of  obtain- 
ing from  htm  bis  property.  But  as  soon  as  this 
object  was  accomplished,  that  is  to  say,  the  mo- 
ment t  surrender  of  his  property  to  his  creditor 
was  made,  or  a  declaration  on  oath  was  given 
t^&t  be  possessed  no  property,  I  would  release  his 
person  from  imprisonment,  subject  only  to  the 
penalties  which  might  follow  the  conviction  of 
having  taken  a  false  oath.  So  far  my  plan  em- 
braces the  principles  only  of  an  insolvent  law. 
Bat,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  would  be  disposed  to  go  one 


step  further,  and  provide,  that  a  debtor  who  had 
not  wasted  nis  substance,  but  who,  as  soon  as  he 
had  discovered  his  situation,  and  became  sensible 
of  his  failing  circumstances,  had  come  forward, 
and  rendered  equal  justice  to  all  of  his  creditors, 
by  the  full  and  free  surrender  of  the  remnant  of 
bis  estate,  should  be  released  from  further  liability. 
In  other  words,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  would  provide  ik 
mild  and  judicious  bankrupt  law,  so  qualified  and 
guarded  as  to  prevent  fraud,  avoid  all  oppression, 
secure  the  just  riehts  of  creditors,  and  extend  ef' 
fectual  relief  to  all  honest  debtors^  I  would  have 
a  system  so  modified,  as  to  embrace  within  its 
provisions  every  class  in  the  community,  and  to 
extend  to  each  that  relief  most  appropriate  to  their 
respective  situations — a  system  ot  bankruptcy 
which  might  be  made  compulsory  on  traders  in 
certain  situations,  and  might  be  voluntarily  em- 
braced by  all  others. 

Now,  I  will  freely  acknowledge,  said  Mr.  H., 
that  my  strongest  objection  to  this  bill  arises  from 
its  total  inefficacy,  and  its  being  calculated  to 
postpone,  and  perhaps  prevent  the  adoption  of  the 
only  effectual  and  adequate  remedy — a  mild  and 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  Sir,  said  Mr.  H., 
gentlemen  have  submitted  some  appallioff  state- 
ments of  the  number  of  insolvent  debtors  who  have 
been  imprisoned  in  the  United  States.  They  have 
stated  that,  in  one  of  our  commercial  cities,  there 
has  been^  on  an  average,  upwards  of  one  thousand 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt  in  a  year,  and  they 
calculate  that  between  fifteen  and  twenty  thousand 
debtors  have  been  annually  imprisoned  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Now,  taking  these  statements  to  be 
correct,  they  seem  to  prove,  conclusively,  that  this 
bill  ought  not  to  pass.  It  is  not  the  proper  reme- 
dy, because  it  is  not  co-extensive  with  the  evil. 
In  the  city  alluded  to,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  a 
thousand  debtors  have  been  imprisoned  in  a  year, 
it  has  been  proved,  by  documents  produced  before 
the  Senate,  that  only  a  solitary  individual  was 
confined  under  a  process  issued  from  the  United 
States  courts,  and  by  the  same  ratio  fifteen  or 
twenty  persons  only  could  have  been  so  impri- 
soned out  of  the  twenty  thousand  debtors.  Of 
these  twenty,  a  majority  were  probably  confined 
on  debts  due  to  the  Government,  to  which  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill  were  not  intended  to  apply — so 
that  of  this  immense  mass  of  debtors,  (all  of  whom 
the  gentlemen  consider  to  be  honest  and  insol- 
ventj  ten  or  twelve  only  could  obtain  relief  from 
this  bill,  and  the  whole  of  the  remainder  would 
be  left  to  suffer,  under  all  the  evils  which  the  gen- 
tlemen have  so  forcibly  depicted. 

Now,  said  Mr.  H.,  if  the  accounts  we  have  had 
be  not  greatly  exaggerated — ^if  these  persons  be  en- 
titled to  relief— it  is  our  solemn  duty  to  provide  an 
effectual  relief.  But,  to  pass  this  bill,  confined  as 
it  is  entirely  to  the  courts  of  the  United  States — 
and  even  in  those  courts  limited  to  a  particular 
class  of  debtors — and  to  call  this  ^<  abolishing  im- 
prisonment for  debt,''  is  little  else  than  solemn 
mockery.  The  people  are  asking  for  bread,  and 
we  ^ive  them  a  stone. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  H.  we  have  had  numerous  peti- 
tions praying  for  an  uniform  bankrupt  or  insolvent 
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law :  we  have  not  bad  one,  asking  for  the  relief 
the  bill  proposes  to  extend.  The  Constitution  has 
given  to  us,  for  wise  and  humane  purposes,  the 
power  of  providing  a  uniform  system  of  relief  to 
all  honest  debtors;  a  system  to  pervade. the  whole 
country — to  embrace  all  classes  and  conditions  of 
men — to  apply  to  all  of  the  courts,  as  well  of  the 
States  as  of  the  Union ;  and,  instead  of  acting  pa- 
ternally on  this  great  authority^,  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  credit,  the  relief  of  distress,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  justice,  we  are  about  to  do — what  ? 
Why,  to  adopt  a  wretched  system  of  temporary, 
partial,  and  ineffectual  relief  to  a  few  solitary 
cases ;  cases  picked  out  of  the  mass  of  unfortunate 
debtors — and  we  are  about  to  do  this,  by  means 
calculated  to  destroy  credit,  favor  fraud,  and  im- 
pair the  character  ol  our  courts  and  of  the  people. 
For  such  a  system,  Tcall  it  by  what  popular  name 
you  please,)  ne  would  never  give  his  vote. 

But  we  are  told,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  a  bankrupt 
law,  however  just  and  necessary,  cannot  pass. 
This,  Mr.  H.  was  convinced,  was  a  mistake.  It 
may  be  true,  that  such  a  system  as  that  of  Eng- 
land, or  such  a  plan  as  that  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Representatives  last  year,  may  not  pass, 
and  Mr.  H.  was  not  prepared  to  advocate  either 
of  them.  But,  that  a  mild  and  judicious,  though 
effectual  system  would  meet  the  approbation  of 
the  Senate,  distinctly  appears  from  the  declara- 
tions of  the  gentlemen,  made  in  debate  on  this  floor. 
Mr.  H.  was  willing  to  adopt  the  sentiments  of 
Lord  Coke,  which  the  ^ntleman  from  Tirginia 
had  quoted  with  approbation,  "  that,  although 
measures,  risht  in  themselves,  often  failed  in  the 
beginning,  tnev  invariably  prevailed  in  the  end." 
Mr.  H.  said  tnere  was  one  view  of  the  subject 
which  made  it  his  duty  earnestly  to  press  this  mat- 
ter on  the  consideration  of  the  House.  Hitherto, 
every  State  in  the  Union  had  provided  some  sys- 
tem of  insolvency,  by  which  debtors  were  releai>ed 
from  imprisonment,  and  the  rights  of  creditors 
were  intended  to  be  protected.  These  laws  were, 
it  is  true,  very  contradictory  and  various,  and  cer- 
tainly were  not,  in  general,  founded  on  the  wisest 
and  most  judicious  principle.  But,  in  the  absence 
of  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy,  these  laws 
were  essential  tor  the  prevention  of  the  greatest 
injustice,  and  the  most  extensive  and  accumulated 
misery.  But,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  had,  in  the  case  of  Sturges  and  Crownin- 
shield,  made  a  decision,  the  effect  of  which,  it  was 
supposed,  would  be  to  render  void  the  State  insol- 
vent laws,  and  thus  the  mass  of  debtors  through- 
out the  Union  will  be  thrown  upon  the  United 
States,  from  whom  alone  they  can  obtain  relief. 
They  are  every  where,  said  Mr.  H.,  looking  up  to 
us  for  relief.  Can  we,  under  these  circumstances, 
refuse  to  exercise  a  power  pressed  upon  us  by  so 
many  and  such  powerful  considerations?  He 
hoped  not.  But,  said  Mr.  H.,  if  gentlemen  cannot 
or  will  not  provide  this  effectual  remedy,  he  would 
ask,  where  is  the  necessity  of  passing  this  bill  ? 
Why  should  the  processes  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  be  rendered  different  from  those 
which  prevail  in  the  States  respectively?  The 
laws  of  the  States  were,  in  general,  and  ought  to 


be,  the  laws  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 
He  thought  that  it  would  be  wise  that  each  State 
should  be  left  to  regulate  the  mesne  as  well  as  final 

frocess  to  which  its  citizens  should  be  subjected. 
n  regulating  the  courts  of  the  United  Sutes  by  a 
rule  different  from  that  which  prevails  in  the 
courts  of  the  respective  States,  evils  may  be  intro- 
duced, of  the  extent  of  which  no  gentleman  here 
can  be  fully  aware.    The  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  before  alluded  to,  calk 
upon  us,  with  the  imperative  voice  of  duty,  justice, 
and  humanity,  to  exert  oar  power  to  remedy  these 
evils.    But  where  is  the  necessity  of  regulating  the 
process  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  ?    Make 
them,  in  all  cases,  similar  to  those  used  in  the 
State  courts,  and  then  each  State  will  be  able  to 
use,  or  not  to  use,  the  bail  writs,  and  executions 
against  the  body,  as  the  convenience  and  welfare 
of  their  own  citizens  may  require. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject,  entitled  to 
some  weight.  In  one  or  more  of  the  States,  it  ap- 
pears (from  the  statements  of  gentlemen)  that 
land  cannot  be  sold  under  execution,  except  for 
two-thirds  of  its  appraised  value;  and  we  are 
gravelv  told  thht,  under  existing  circumstances,  it 
never  brings  that  amount.  Then,  it  follows,  that, 
under  this  bill,  the  owner  of  real  estate,  ia  some 
parts  of  the  Union,  is  to  be  wholly  exonerated 
from  his  debts.  If  you  could  take  his  body,  yoo 
might,  by  that  means  compel  him  to  sell  bis  lands, 
and  pay  his  debts.  But  here,  as  his  lands  cannot 
be  sold,  and  his  body  cannot  be  taken,  he  may  lire 
in  splendor  while  his 'creditor  (from  whom,  per- 
haps, he  procured  the  very  property  he  retains)  is 
starving. 

On  the  first  section  of  this  bill,  which  confines 
bail  writs  to  certain  specified  cases,  Mr.  H.  said 
be  was  not  disposed  to  enter  into  any  argument. 
If  the  views  he  had  endeavored  to  inculcate  were 
in  any  degree  correct,  it  would  follow  that  bail 
writs  ought  not  to  be  abolished,  but  some  provi- 
sion should  be  made  by  which  a  debtor  should  be 
permitted  either  to  give  bail,  or  be  entitled  to  bis 
dischairge  on  the  surrender  of  his  property.  Mr. 
H.  believed  that  bail  writs  not  unfreqnenily  en- 
abled creditors  to  arrest  their  debtors  in  a  course 
of  heedless  extravagance,  and  by  these  means  to 
secure  a  portion  of  their  debts ;  but  he  feared  that, 
under  this  bill,  creditors  might  behold  the  sub- 
stance of  their  debtors  wasting  away  during  the 
years  which  are  often  consumed  in  a  law  suit, 
with  the  very  comfortable  prospect  of  obtaining, 
in  the  end,  a  judgment  which  could  be  lerioi 
neither  on  the  person  nor  the  property  of  the 
debtor,  and  whicn  could  not  be  rendered  operative 
until  every  particle  of  property  had  be«i  dissipated. 

I  confess,  said  Mr.  U..  I  have  strong*  objections 
to  all  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  which  relate  to 
the  Government;  and  which  create  what  appeared 
to  his  mind  to  be  a  very  unjust  distinction  between 
the  Government  and  individuals.  Apprehending 
that  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  might  ope 
rate  injuriously  on  suitors,  you  exempt  the  United 
States  from  them.  The  body  of  a  debtor  may  be 
taken  by  a  capias,  at  the  suit  of  the  United  States 
but  not  at  the  suit  of  a  citizen.    Now,  if  on  priu 
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ciple,  and  as  a  matter  of  justice,  and  of  right, 
^<  erery  debtor  must  be  considered  honest  and  in- 
solrent,  aotii  the  contrary  shall  be  proved," — if, 
as  gentlemen  insist,  "  society  has  no  right  to  im- 
prison such  a  man,"  how  do  gentlemen  reconcile 
this  exception  with  their  own  principles?  And 
if  the  apprehension  of  loss  and  injury  to  the  Gov- 
erameot,  makes  it  necessary  or  prudent  to  except 
from  the  operation  of  the  bill  the  suits  brought  by 
the  UDitfd  States,  ought  not  the  same  principle  to 
extend  to  saits  brought  by  individuals  7  Can  you, 
with  any  show  of  justice  or  consistency,  refuse  to 
extend  a  humane,  wise,  and  safe  rule  to  all  suits 
whatsoever,  and  if  the  rule  be  unsafe,  can  you  in 
honor  aad  conscience  make  it  obligatory  on  indi- 
ridoals  ?  Can  you  with  Justice  apply  one  rule  to 
roar  own  suits,  and  a  diiterent  one  to  the  suits  of 
others?  Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  citizens  of  this 
country  have  a  right  to  demand  at  your  hands 
thatyoQ  should  inake  no  unjust  or  injurious  dis- 
tinctions, and  if  you  open  your  courts  to  them  all, 
yon  ire  bound  to  apply  to  them  the  same  rules, 
and  afibrd  them  the  same  remedies,  that  are  used 
by  the  Government.  It  is  an  odious  practice,  one 
borrowed  from  the  monarchies  of  Europe,  that 
GoTernmeots,  when  they  go  into  a  court  ot  justice, 
should  be  placed  on  a  better  footing  than  individ- 
uals. It  is  a  principle  that  is  calculated  to  shake 
the  confidence,  and  destroy  the  attachment  of  our 
citizens  to  their  country,  and  if  we  wish  that  our 
institutions  should  be  cherished  in  the  affections 
of  the  people,  we  ought,  with  *^  even-handed  just- 
ice/'to  extend  eqaal  protection  and  apply  the  same 
roles  to  all. 

In  every  Tiew,  then,  said  Mr.  H.,  which  he 
could  take  of  this  bill,  he  was  compelled  to  oppose 
it.  He  was  willing,  nay,  most  anxious,  that  some 
relief  should  be  extended  to  honest  and  insolvent 
debtors,  but  he  wished  that  relief  to  be  founded  on 
sound  principles,  to  be  salutary,  efficient,  and, 
above  all,  commensurate  with  the  evil.  He  had 
udnlged  the  hope  that  such  a  system  as  he  was 
disp<»ed  to  advocate  would  have  been  reported  by 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  had  been  re- 
terred,  early  in  the  session,  a  number  of  petitions, 
(and  among  them,  one  which  Mr.  H.  had  the 
honor  to  present  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  Charleston,)  all  praying  for  a  uniform  bankrupt 
or  insolvent  law.  Such  a  law,  said  Mr.  H.,  could 
only  be  digested,  and  its  details  be  arranged,  in  a 
commiuee,  and.  in  order  to  test  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  on  the  bill  before  them,  as  well  as  to  as- 
certain whether  they  concurred  in  the  views  he 
bad  submitted,  he  would  move  that  the  bill  "  to 
tbolish  imprisonment  for  debt,"  be  committed  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  with  certain  instruc- 
tions, which  he  would  now  submit.  The  vote  on 
committing  the  bill,  he  was  willing  to  consider  as 
a  decisioQ  on  its  merits,  and  he  would  not  call  for 
%  vote  on  his  instructions,  unless  that  decision 
should  be  against  the  bill.  It  would  be  perceived 
that  the  instructions  were  not  intended  to  point 
out  the  particular  provisions  of  any  bill  on  this 
subject,  bat  were  so  drawn  as  to  embrace  in  the 
inquiry  the  whole  subject  of  bankrupt  and  insol- 
vent laws,  both  as  to  their  constitutionality  and 


expediency ;  so  that  the  committee,  having  a  full 
view  of  the  whole  ground,  might  be  able  to  digest 
such  a  plan  as  should  be  best  adapted  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  and  best  promote  those 
wise  and  beneficent  objects  which  we  all  have  in 
view. 

Mr.  H.  concluded,  by  moving  that  the  bill  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  release  of  all  persons 
who  may  be  arrested  for  debt,  by  virtue  of  any 
process  issued  from  the  State  courts,  or  courts  of 
the  United  States,  when  such  persons  shall  render 
on  oath  a  schedule  of  all  their  property  and  execute 
an  assignment  thereof  for  the  benefit  of  their  cred- 
itors ;  and  that  the  committee  do  further  inquire 
how  far  it  may  be  expedient  to  provide  by  law  for 
the  release  of  such  debtors  from  further  liability, 
making,  at  the  same  time,  suitable  provision  for 
the  prevention  and  punishment  of  fraud  and  con- 
cealment. 

When  Mr.  H.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  answer  to 
Mr.  Hayne,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill  before  the 
Senate;  he  was  opposed  to  its  commitment. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  made  some  remarks  in 
relation  to  the  connexion  between  the  principles 
of  this  bill  and  a  system  of  bankruptcy.  He  re- 
viewed the  course  which  had  been  pursued  in  re- 
lation to  former  bills  to  establish  systems  of  bank- 
ruptcy. He  thought  Concress  was  hardly  pre- 
pared, at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  to  go  into 
the  discussion  of  the  various  provisions  of  a  bank- 
rupt bill. 

Mr.  Hayne  replied  to  Mr.  Holmes. 

Mr.  Talbot  opposed  the  commitment  of  the 
bill,  and  advocated  its  passage  to  a  third  readioe 
— not  as  the  best  system  that  could  be  adopted, 
but  as  better,  for  the  relief  of  the  unfortunate 
debtor,  than  the  existing  laws.  He  denied  the 
power  of  Congress  to  pass  insolvent  laws. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  considered  that  the  recommit- 
ment of  the  bill  would  be  tantamount  to  its  rejec- 
tion, for  the  present  session,  at  least.  He  went 
on  to  remark,  briefly,  upon  the  probable  result  of 
again  committing  the  bill. 

Mr.  Macon  spoke  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  and  commented  upon  the  effects  of  im- 
prisonment for  debt,  in  relation  to  individuals, 
and  to  the  community  at  large. 

Mr.  Noble  moved  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  whole  subject.  This  motion  was  put,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  19,  nays  20,  as 
follows : 

YxAs— Mesani.  Barton,  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton, 
D'Wolf,.DickenK>D,  Edwards,  GallUrd,  Hayne,  King 
of  New  York.  Knight,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams. 

Nats— Meanrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Eaton, 
Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  8.  Johnston,  Kelly, 
Lloyd  of  Maaaachuaetta,  Lovrrie,  Macon,  Smith,  Tal- 
bot, Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas, 
and  Van  Buren. 

Mr.  Findlay  supportejl  the  motion  to  recommit 
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the  bill^  on  the  ground  that  it  required  amendmeDt 
in  its  details. 

The  question  on  committing  the  bill,  with  the 
instructions  proposed  by  Mr.  Hayne,  was  divided  ; 
and  first  taken  on  committing  merely.  This  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative — 18  to  17. 

On  the  question  upon  instructing  the  commit- 
tee,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Hatne,  a  few  remarks 
were  made  by  the  mover,  and  Messrs.  Mills  and 
Van  Buaen.  The  latter  part  of  those  instruc- 
tions, which  respects  the  inquiry  into  the  expe- 
diency of  releasmg  those  debtors  who  make  as- 
signments of  their  property  for  the  benefit  of  their 
creditors  from  further  liability,  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  other  part  was  rejected. 


Wednesday,  April  7. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Chandler,  the  Committee 
on  the  Militia  were  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration of  the  memorial  of  the  Society  of  Shakers 
in  New  York;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mills, the 
said  motion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  an  as;ent  for  the  Osage  Indians,  west  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  and  Territory  of  Arkansas; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

DRAWBACK  ON  CORDAGE. 

The  bill  "  to  allow  drawback  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  cordage,  manufactured  of  foreign  hemp," 
was  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  Mr.  Lanman  moved  a  new  section  to 
the  bill,  limiting  its  operation  to  the  term  of  three 
years.     This  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Talbot  thought  the  bill  ought  to  be  post- 
poned, until  some  decision  should  be  had  upon 
the  Tarifi*  bill,  now  before  the  other  House.  He 
moved  the  postponement  of  the  bill  to  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Smith  opposed  the  postponement,  and  ad- 
vocated the  bill,  to  which  Mr.  Talbot  replied. 
He  opposed  the  allowance  of  drawback  on  cord- 
age manufactured  of  foreign  hemp,  on  the  ground 
01  its  prejudicial  operation  upon  the  domestic 
growth  of  hemp. 

Mr.  RuGOLEs  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He 
denied  the  position  that  the  drawback  would  op- 
erate against  the  hemp  of  our  own  growth — the 
drawback  being  already  allowed  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  the  hemp,  if  not  manufactured.  He  thought 
the  industry  and  skill  of  our  own  citizens  ought 
to  be  encouraged,  by  giving  them  the  privilege  of 
exporting  this  article,  with  the  benefit  of  draw- 
back, when  it  has  received  the  additional  value 
which  their  labor  has  given  to  it.  He  adverted 
to  the  policy  of  England  in  regard  to  her  draw- 
back system,  and  he  contended  that  this  measure 
would  give  additional  aid  to  our  commercial  and 
manufacturing  interests,  and  place  us,  in  foreign 
markets,  on  a  footing. with  the  English.     He 


spoke  particularly  of  the  advantages  that  would 
result  to  us,  in  our  trade  to  South  America,  by  the 
allowance  of  drawback  on  this  article. 

Mr.  DiCKBRSoN  objected  to  any  connexion  be- 
tween this  bill  and  the  tarifi*  bill.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  principles  of  the  bill,  and  in  favor  of 
postponement. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  thought  the  only 
consideration  in  favor  of  the  postponement  of 
this  subject,  was,  its  connexion  with  the  tarts' 
bill.  It  had  been  for  a  long  while  before  the  Se- 
nate ;  and  the  short  time  which  remained  for  the 
transaction  of  the  great  mass  of  boMness  before 
Congress,  seemed  to  require,  that  it  should  be 
acted  upon.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  against 
postponement.  He  com  batted  the  idea  that  the 
measure  would  injure  our  domestic  growth  of 
hemp.  He  thought  it  a  narrow  policy,  indeed,  to 
allow  the  drawback  upon  the  imported  raw  mate- 
rial, and  deny  it  upon  the  same  article,  when 
manufactured  in  our  own  country.  He  adverted 
to  the  beneficial  effects  which  had  resulted  from 
the  allowance  of  drawback  upon  other  articles, 
and  to  the  general  advantages  of  the  drai^eback 
system,  which  had  been  adopted  as  one  of  our 
principles  of  trade,  from  the  very  origin  of  oai 
Government. 

Mr.  LowBiE  said,  that  he  had  found  reason  to 
change  some  of  the  opinions  which  induced  him 
to  vote  against  this  bill,  at  the  last  sessiou  ;  but 
he  still  entertained  some  doubts  on  the  subject, 
and  his  vote  would  now  depend  on  the  result  of 
the  tariff  bill  before  the  other  House.     He  should 
be  willing  to  vote  for  this  bill,  if  it  were  so  modi- 
fied as  to  include  hemp  of  domestic  growth.     He 
was  not  willing  to  do  any  thing  to  hurt  the  ^ow^th 
of  this  article,  m  our  own  country;  as  he  thoug^ht  its 
encouragement  necessary  to  render  us  really  inde- 
pendent of  foreign  nations.    If  the  drawback,  or 
bounty,  were  given  on  all  cordage  exported,  w^ith- 
out  designation,  it  would  tend  to  encourage  the 
domestic  growth  of  hemp.    If  the  encouragement 
proposed  in  the  bill  now  before  the  other  House, 
were  extended,  he  believed  it  would  not  be  neces- 
sary to  make  such  a  provision  in  this  bill^  as  that 
to  which  he  had  alluded.    This  he  considered  a 
very  important  bill.     If  the  drawback  were  al- 
lowed on  this  article,  he  did  not  see  why  it  should 
not  also  be  allowed  on  iron,  glass,  and  other  ar- 
ticles.   He  was  willing,  however,  to  adopt   the 
measure,  in  relation  to  cordage,  provided  the  ol>> 
jection  he  had  stated,  could  be  removed.  He  ^was 
in  favor  of  pmtponement. 

Mr.  D'Wolf  a^n  rose  in  support  of  the  l>ill ; 
briefly  recapitulating,  and  referring  to  the  rea.soQa 
he  had  urged  in  favor  of  it,  on  its  former  discus- 
sion. 

Mr.  Talbot  spoke  of  the  advantages  possessed 
by  the  Western  States  for  the  growth  of  hemp — 
he  believed  that,  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  en- 
couragement, six  of  the  Western  Stales  woa Id,  in 
a  short  time,  produce  a  sufiicient  quantity  of  xhu 
article  to  supply  the  consumption  of  the  country 
He  avowed  his  perfect  readiness  to  vote  for  this 
bill,  if  its  friends  were  willing  to  extend  its  ad 
vantages  as  well  to  the  domestic  as  to  the  foreig^c 


501 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


602 


Apbii^  1S24. 


Indian  Far  Trade — ImprUonruenl  for  De&^. 


Senate. 


article;  and  iDtimated  his  willingness  to  withdraw 
bis  motion  to  postpone ;  and  to  move  that  the 
bill  should  be  amended,  by  striking  out  from  it 
ibe  word  "/ortf^w,"  and  thereby  do  away  the  dis- 
tiDctioD  objected  to. 

Mr.  Eaton  hoped  that  the  gentleman  would 
not  withdraw  his  motion  for  postponement ;  and 
nated  some  reasons  which  induced  him  to  wish 
thai  the  bill  might  be  postponed  for  the  present. 
To  this  Mr.  Talbot  assented ;  and  the  bill  was 
postponed  to  Monday  next. 

INDIAN  FUR  TRADE. 

The  bill  '^  to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into 
effect  the  treaty  made  at  Ghent,  the  24th  Decem- 
ber. 1814,  excluding  foreigners  from  trade  and 
iDtercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the 
Uojted  States,  and  to  preserve  the  fur  trade  within 
the  limits  of  the  said  United  States  to  American 
citizens/'  was  again  taken  up  for  consideration ; 
Mr.  RxiGHT  was  called  to  the  chair.  The  ques- 
tion was,  upon  an  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Barton,  proposing  a  new  section  as  a  substitute 
tor  the  third  section  of  the  bill. 

The  proposed  amendment  provides  that  the 
office  of  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  at  St. 
Loais,  and  the  present  Indian  Affency,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Upper  Missouri,  shall  be  abolished ; 
and  anthorizes  the  President  to  appoint  Indian 
Agents,  to  be  stationed  amonff  the  Indian  tribes, 
on  the  waters  of  the  Upper  ^lissouri.  It  makes 
It  the  daty  of  the  Supenntendents  and  Agents  of 
Indian  Afiairs  to  prevent  all  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales  from  hunting  and  trapping,  on  any  Indian 
lands  and  to  enforce  the  laws  against  all  such 
peT>0D5  as  shall  be  guilty  of  those  offences — for 
which  purpose,  these  superintendents  and  agents 
are  to  be  authorized  to  call  upon  the  nearest  mili- 
tar}'  posts  of  the  United  States  for  aid. 

Mr.  Barton  explained  the  objects  of  the  amend- 
ment he  had  proposed.  Mr.  Benton  opposed, 
it  considerable  length,  the  first  part  of  the  amend- 
nient.  providing  for  the  abolition  of  the  offices 
'herein  specified  ;  but  was  willing  to  ado])t  the 
Uuer  part  of  it,  and  thus  re-enact  the  provisions 
of  an  act  for  1802- 

Mr.  LowRiE  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
oy  striking  out  that  part  which  proposes  to  abol- 
ish the  present  Indian  Agency  on  the  Upper 
Missouri.    This  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Barton  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Bgstoii,  in  relation  to  the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  Benton  again  addressed  the  Senate,  against 
ibe  proposition  to  abolish  the  office  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs,  at  St.  Louis. 

WithoQt  taking  the  question  on  the  amend- 
ment, the  Senate  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  April  8. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
TreaMirer  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  the 
general  accounts  from  the  1st  of  July,  1822,  to 
the  30th  June,  1823 ;  which  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  the 


Committee  on  Naval  Afl^irswas  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  James 
Lloyd,  of  Indiana,  who  prays  for  a  pension,  in 
consequence  of  wounds  received  in  the  service  of 
the  united  States,  as  a  marine ;  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Noble,  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  with- 
draw bis  papers. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  Elkanah  English,  and  of  David 
Martin. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Bloomfield  and  others,  aliens  of  tne  city  of  Charles- 
ton, in  South  Carolina,  praying  for  such  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  alien  laws,  as  will  facilitate  the  na- 
turalization of  aliens;  which  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  **An  act  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  an  agent  for  the  Osage  Indians,  west  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  and  Territorv  of  Arkansas,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  in- 
sist on  their  disagreement  to  the  first  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  makine  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  tne  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  1824;"  they  agree  to  the 
conference  asked  bv  the  Senate  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on  said  amendment,  and 
have  appointed  managers  at  the  same  on  their 
part. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  request  some 
member  who  voted  for  the  recommitment  of  the 
bill  ^*  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,"  to  do  him 
the  favor  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  that  vote. 
His  wish  was  to  have  a  distinct  vote  taken  on  the 
bill.  Such  a  vote  would  not  affect  the  proposition 
contained  in  the  instructions  which  were  given 
to  the  committee,  on  the  recommitment  of  the  bill, 
at  the  instance  of  the  honorable  member  from 
South  Carolina.  He  did  not  wish  to  press  the 
I  subject  upon  the  Senate,  but  hoped  that  an  oppor- 
tunity would  be  flriven  to  him  to  record  his  vote 
in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Thomas,  who  had  voted  in  favor  of  recom- 
mitment, moved,  in  order  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  recommitted  should  be  recon- 
sidered. 

Mr.  Hayne  opposed  the  reconsideration  of  that 
vote.  He  said  he  had  stated,  when  he  made  the 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  that  he  wished  no 
member,  who  was  in  favor  of  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill,  would  vote  for  its  recommitment;  and 
he  considered  that  vote  as  distinctly  expressing 
the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  that  subject.  Mr.  H. 
proceeded  to  consider  the  principles  of  the  bill, 
and  said,  he  believed  it  altogether  an  inefficient 
remedy  for  the  evils  which  were  intended  to  be 
met  by  it.  With  this  view,  he  had  moved  to  in- 
struct the  committee,  on  the  recommitment  of  the 
bill,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  instituting 
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a  general  system  of  bankruptcy.  He  hoped  the 
Tote  to  recommit  would  not  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  favor  of  re- 
consideration ;  and  proceeded  to  show  why  this 
bill  ought  to  be  passed,  without  reference  to  a 
bankrupt  system. 

Mr.  LowRiE  had  not  considered  the  vote  to  re- 
commit, as  deciding  against  the  eventual  passage 
of  the  bill.  But,  as  it  was  now  avowed  to  have 
taken  place  with  a  view  to  get  rid  of  the  bill,  and, 
as  he  did  not  like  to  have  it  thrown  out  of  the 
Senate  in  that  way,  he  should  vote  for  its  recon- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Mills  was  opposed  to  reconsideration.  He 
considered  the  vote  to  commit,  as  a  decision  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  that  the  bill,  patched  as  it 
was  with  amendments,  ought  not  to  pass,  in  its 
present  shape.  He  went  on  to  make  some  further 
remarks  against  the  bill  itself,  and  against  the  re- 
consideration. He  thought  it  ought  not  to  be 
taken  up  asaln,  in  its  present  form,  at  the  present 
session  of  Congress. 

Some  further  discussion,  involving  the  princi- 
ples of  the  bill,  took  place — in  which  Messrs.  Ma- 
con, Holmes,  of  Maine.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
Van  Buren,  Findlay,  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts, 
Chandler,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Mills,  Taylor,  of 
Virginia,  and  Noble,  engaged.  The  question  was 
then  taken  on  reconsidering  the  vote  by  which 
the  bill  was  recommitted,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Benton,  Branch,  Chandler,  Eaton, 
Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Ma- 
con, Rugglea,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor 
of  Virginia,  Thomas,  and  Van  Baren — 23, 

Nats— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Clayton,  D*  Wolf,  Ed- 
wards, Gaillard,  Hayne,  King  of  New  Vork,  Knight, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Mills,  Noble,  Parrott,  Sey- 
mour, Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams — 18. 

The  vote  to  recommit  the  bill  having  been  thus 
reconsidered,  the  question  again  recurred  upon 
recommitting  it.  That  question  was  decided  in 
the  negative  without  division. 

Mr.  Hayne  then  moved  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  should  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. He  proceeded  to  show  the  objections 
which  existed,  in  his  mind,  to  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  He  was  perfectly  willing  to  vote  for  a  sys- 
tem w^hich  should  relieve  the  honest  debtor;  and 
he  believed  such  an  one  might  be  easily  drawn,  in 
which  the  rights  of  the  creditor  and  the  debtor 
might  be  preserved ;  but  he  believed  this  bill  to  be 
altogether  inadequate  to  that  effect. 

Messrs.  Van  Buren,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Branch, 
Talbot,  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  addressed 
the  Senate  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Mills 
and  Hayne  against  it. 

The  question  on  postponing  the  bill  indefinitely 
was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

YsAS— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Clayton,  D'WoIf, 
Dickerson,  Edwards,  Oaillard.  Hayne,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Mills,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Haggles,  Sey- 
mour, Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams— 16. 


Nats — Meaars.  Benton,  Branch,  Chandler,  Eatos, 
Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  MiiOMippi, 
Jackaon,  Johnaon  of  Kentucky,  J.  8.  JohoAton,  Kelly, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mclhraine,  Macoo,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  and 
Van  Bnren— 21. 

The  Senate  having  thus  refused  to  postpoof 
the  bill  indefinitely,  it  came  up  again  for  con- 
sideration. Some  amendments,  in  its  details, 
were  proposed  by  Messrs.  Eaton,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Talbot,  and  Van  Dyke,  and  were  agreed 
to.  The  question  was  then  taken,  on  passing  the 
bill  to  be  en^roBKd  and  read  the  third  time,  and 
was  carried  m  the  affirmative. 


Friday.  April  9. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Seymour,  the  CommittK 
on  the  Judiciary  were  discharged  from  the  coQsid- 
eration  of  the  petition  of  James  Thomas,  aod  the 
petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  peiilioa  and 
papers. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  a  mem- 
ber was  appointed  on  the  Committee  on  lodian 
Affairs,  in  place  of  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Illinois,  (ap- 
pointed  Minister  to  Mexico;)  and  Mr.  Hay!(E! 
was  appointed. 

The  bill,  entitled  <<An  act  providing  for  tbe  ap- 
pointment of  an  Indian  agent  for  the  Oage  h- 
dians,  west  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  bill  "  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,' 
was  read  the  third  time.  Obiections  were  then 
made  to  certain  parts  of  the  bill,  by  Messrs.  Lasj 
MAN,  Mills,  Van  Dyke,  and  Hayne— which 
were  replied  to  by  Messrs.  Talbot,  Van  BvMh 
and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky.  One  or  two  immai 
terial  amendments  were  made,  by  general  coD$enti 
An  amendment  pronosed  by  Mr.  Johnson  of  Keoi 
tuck^,  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Hatn£— and  one 
submitted  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  was  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Lowrie;  they  could  not,  therefore,  be  receired; 
as  no  amendment  can  be  considered,  after  thetbira 
reading  of  a  bill,  except  by  general  consent. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  on  the  final  pa^ 
sage  of  the  bill,  and  carried  in  the  affirms  tire,  of 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Ykas— Meaara.  Barbour,  Benton,  Bfaoeh,  Etton, 
Findlay,  Holmea  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johoaoa  of  Kea- 
tucky,  Henry  Johnaon,  Joaiah  8.  Johaitoa,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  MasMcbuietU, 
Lowrie,  McUvaine,  Macon,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of 
Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van  Bmuy 
and  WUIiam8>-84. 

Natb— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Chandler,  CUytooJ 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  GaUlard,  Hayne,  Km; 
of  New  York,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Ruggie<. 
Seymoar>  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware — 19. 

So  the  bill  passed  the  Senate. 

The  usual  question  on  the  title  being  put,  -^^ 
Mills  moved  that  it  be  stricken  out.  He  tboug^^ 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  did  not  concur  with  iti 
title— and  that  it  was  holding  out  an  appearance 


505 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


506 


ApRfL^  IfiSi. 


Indian  Fktr  Trade. 


Senate. 


of  a  geoeral  abolitioa  of  imprisonment  for  debt, 
when  such  a  thing  was  not  to  be  effected  by  the 
bill.  He  proposed  to  substitute  the  following: 
''A  bill  to  regulate  the  processes  of  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  in  certain  cases."  This  was 
objected  to  by  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
Talbot,  aod  Holmes,  of  Maine.  It  was  con- 
teoded,  by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  that  they  ought, 
at  lease  to  have  the  privilege  of  naming  their  own 
chiJd->that  there  could  be  no  harm  in  leading  the 
Deople  to  the  sweet  belief,  for  a  few  weeJu,  at 
least,  that  imprisonment  for  debt  was  to  be  abol- 
ished^-and  that,  as  so  many  amendments  had 
been  made  in  the  bill,  the  title,  being  the  best  re- 
maioing  part  of  it,  ought  not  to  be  lost.  The 
qoesiiou  was  then  put,  upon  striking  out  the  title 
of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Cbanoler  moved  to  amend  the  title,  by 
adding  to  it  the  words.  ^  in  certain  cases ;"  so  as 
to  read,  *^a  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for. debt, 
in  certain  cases."  This  was  not  agreed  to.  The 
ofigioal  title  was  approved ;  and  Uie  bill  sent  to 
the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

PROTECTION  OP  THE  FUR  TRADE. 

The  uafioished  business  of  Wednesday  last, 
being  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  "  to 
'enable  the  President  to  carry  into  effect  the 
I  treaty  made  at  Ghent,  the  24th  December,  1814, 
*  excluding  foreigners  from  trade  and  intercounse 
'  with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  United  States, 
'  and  to  preserve  the  fur  trade  within  the  limit<i 
'of  the  said  United  States  to  American  citizens," 
was  then  taken  op ;  Mr.  Knioht  in  the  Chair. 

The  qoestion  was  upon  the  adoption  of  a  new 
^tion,  proposed  by  Mr.  Babton,  as  a  substitute 
for  the  third  section  of  the  bill.  The  amend - 
mcot  provides,  that  the  office  of  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs  at  St.  Louis  shall  be  abolished, 
tod  authorizes  the  President  to  appoint  a  certain 
Bttmber  of  Indian  agents,  to  be  stationed  among 
the  Indian  tribes  on  the  waters  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
'oari.  It  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  superintend- 
^is  and  agents  of  Indian  affiiirs,  to  prevent  all 
citizens  of  the  United  States  from  hunting  and 
trapping  on  any  Indian  lands,  and  to  enforce  the 
laws  against  all  such  persons  as  shall  be  guilty  of 
those  offences ;  for  which  purpose,  the  superin- 
lendeots  and  agents  are  to  be  authorized  to  call 
Bpon  the  nearest  military  posts  of  the  United 
States  for  aid. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  motion 
was  divided,  and  the  Question  put  upon  striking 
oot  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  which  authorizes 
the  appointment  of  two  sub-agents,  to  be  employed 
amoQ|r  (he  Indian  tribes  on  the  waters  of  the 
^Pper  Missouri,  with  annual  salaries  of  $800 
^eh.  Some  remarks  were  made,  by  Messrs. 
^BNTosi  and  Barton  ;  and,  the  question  being 
pot,  the  Senate  refused  to  strike  out  the  third 
seciion. 

Mr.  LowRiE  moved  to  strike  out  the  fifth  sec- 
J^5  ?][^«  bill.  It  provides  an  appropriation  of 
513,000  "to  enable  the  President  to  cause  a  com- 
petent military  force  to  be  transported  to,  and  sta- 
^aed  at,  sacn  point  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  as  he 


shall  deem  best  calculated  to  effect  the  objects  of 
this  bill."  Mr.  L.  said  he  thought  it  would  be 
quite  time  enough  for  us  to  take  measures  for  the 
protection  of  our  fur  trade,  when  we  had  succeed- 
ed  in  preventing  our  own  citizens  from  hunting 
and  trapping  on  the  Indian  territories. 

'Mr.  Benton  read  some  documents  in  relation 
to  the  expense  of  the  proposed  expedition,  and  to 
prove  its  necessity  as  a  means  for  protection  to, 
and  increase  of,  our  valuable  fur  trade.  He  said 
the  only  question  was,  whether  the  fur  trade  was 
worth  the  expense  of  supporting  four  companies 
to  protect  it.  He  believed  it  was  well  worth  the 
eznense. 

Mr.  H0LME8,  of  Maine,  thought  that  a  single 
post  would  be  altogether  inadequate  to  the  con- 
templated object.  A  line  of  posts  would  be  ne- 
cessary, which  would  involve  the  country  in  great 
expense.  He  adverted  to  the  question  of  our  right 
to  invade  the  Indiaki  territory  with  an  armed 
force.  We  have  the  power  10  do  it,  but  he  de- 
nied the  riffht.  It  was  entering  again  into  a 
course  of  policy  which  the  Government  had,  after 
mature  deliberation,  relinquished. 

Mr.  JoHNflON,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  military  posts,  for  the  protection  of 
our  frontiers,  as  a  necessary  power,  and  one  which 
had  been  always  been  exercised  by  the  Govern- 
ment. He  contended  for  the  power  and  the  right 
of  extending  protection  against  the  aborigines  on 
the  Western  waters,  and  for  the  preservation  of 
the  fur  trade.  Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  show  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  military  post  in  the  quarter  of  the 
country  mentioned  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  H0LME8,  of  Maine,  replied  to  Mr.  John- 
son.  He  was  disposed  to  do  every  thing  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  the  West ;  but  did  not 
believe  this  measure  to  be  requisite  for  that  pur- 
pose. He  did  not  consider  this  a  question  apper- 
taining merely  to  the  Western  country,  for  manv 
of  the  Western  members  had,  as  he  recollectea, 
voted  against  the  appropriation  for  the  Yellow 
Stone  expedition.  He  again  alluded  to  the  neces- 
sity of  a  U/ne  of  posts  for  the  protection  of  that  to 
be  established  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  Mills  said,  if  satisfied  of  the  necessity  of 
this  measure,  he  should  not  inquire  whether  it 
was  for  the  good  of  the  East  or  the  West,  or 
what  was  the  expense.  He  thought  the  first  part 
of  the  bill  very  proj^r.  As  far  as  negotiation 
went,  he  approved  it.  We  had  always  consid- 
ered these  tribes  as  independent  nations,  and 
treated  them  as  such.  He  was  willing  to  nego- 
tiate with  them  on  this  subject;  but  was  not 
willing  to  march  a  military  force  into  their  coun- 
try in  time  of  peace.  He  reverted  to  the  policy 
of  this  Government  towards  the  Indians ;  to  the 
character  of  our  treaties  with  them ;  and  the  ten- 
ure by  which  they  hold  their  lands.  When  we 
are  at  war  with  these  Indian  nations,  we  have 
undoubtedly  a  right  to  march  our  troops  into,  and 
lake  possession  of,  their  country  ;  but  he  denied, 
altogether,  the  right  to  do  this  in  time  of  peace. 
He  thought  the  Indians  were  already  sufficieiitly 
restricted  in  their  rights,  without  intrenching 
upon  those  which  they  possess.    They  have  as 
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good  a  right  to  carry  their  fars  to  the  British,  as  | 
to  any  other  traders ;  as  much  so,  as  we  have  to 
sell  our  goods  to  whomsoever  we  choose.  Mr. 
M.  thought  the  principal  difficulties  with  the  In- 
dians arose  from  the  infringement  of  their  rights 
by  our  citizens  in  huntinp;  and  trapping  on  the 
Indian  grounds.  He  was  in  favor  ot  striding  out 
the  fifth  section. 

Mr.  Benton  replied  to  Mr.  Mills.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  as  doing 
away  the  objection  which  had  been  made  to  the 
fifth — as  it  provides  for  the  negotiation  referred 
to.  He  said  the  question  was  not,  whether  we 
should  prevent  the  Indians  from  selling  their  furs 
to  whomsoever  they  please,  but,  whether  we  shall 
prevent  British  traders  from  coming  into  our  own 
territory  to  trade  with  the  Indians.  He  spoke  of 
the^  expense  which  the  country  had  incurred  in 
protect mg  our  commerce  agamst  the  Barbary 
Powers ;  and  drew  a  comparison  between  those 
Powers  and  the  Indian  tribes  on  our  Western 
frontiers. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  fifth  section  of 
the  bill  was  then  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

TxAi — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Cbsndler, 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight, 
Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine, 
Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Sey- 
mour, Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware — 30. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Findlay,  Hayne,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Henry  Johnson,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Kelly,  and  Talbot — IS. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  spoke  briefly  upon 
the  principles  of  the  bill,  to  which  Mr.  Benton 
replied. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston  proposed  a  new  section, 
by  way  of  amendment;  which  was  the  same  as 
the  fifth  section  just  stricken  out,  except  that  the 
consent  of  the  Indian  tribes  shall  be  obtained, 
previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  contemplated 
military  post.  Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  support  the 
amendment,  by  a  reference  to  our  various  rela- 
tions with  the  Indians ;  he  alluded  to  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Mills,  and  contended  for  the  right  to  es- 
tablish the  post  even  without  their  consent. 

Mr.  Mills  replied,  and  supported  the  ground  he 
had  formerly  taken  in  regard  to  the  territorial 
independence  of  the  Indians.  He  spoke  of  our 
relations  with  the  Indians  in  regard  to  civil  mat- 
ters; such  as  the  commission  of  crimes,  dbc.  If 
they  commit  murders,  or  other  crimes  among 
themselves,  Mr.  M.  said,  they  were  not  held  ame- 
nable to  our  laws — they  were  considered,  by  our 
treaties,  as  distinct  nations,  and  independent  of  us. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  was  still  opposed  to 
this  project  for  sending  a  military  force  into  the 
Indian  country^ — he  thought  it  would  be  time 
enough  to  consider  this  plan,  after  their  consent 
had  been  obtained  by  treaty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  the  amendments  to  be 
printed; 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


MoNDAT,  April  12. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
of  John  H.  Howland,  praying  the  benefit  of  draw- 
back of  the  duty  on  two  hundred  and  thirty -seven 
boxes  of  su^ar,  exported  by  himself  and  othn-s, 
from  New  York  to  Hamburg,  in  Europe;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oo 
Finance. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
sale  of  the  warehouse  at  the  former  qtiarantine 

£  round,  near  the  English  Turn,  in  the  State  of 
ouisiana,and  for  the  erection  of  a  dwelling-hoos^ 
at  the  Balize,  in  said  State,  for  the  use  of  the 
boarding  officer  at  that  place,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  executors  of  John  B.  Mebane  to  collect  cer- 
tain arrears  of  internal  tax,''  reported  it  iw'ithout 
amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  William  Thornton, 
reported  a  bill  relative  to  the  Patent  Office,  and 
to  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  thereof; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  RcGOLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claim*', 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **^An  act 
to  repeal  an  act,  approved  the  3d  March,  1833,  en- 
titled ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Hogan/' 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition  of  David 
Tate,  of  Alabama,  praying  payment  for  a  quantity 
of  forage,  taken  from  him  by  officers  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  in  the  year  1814,  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dickerson,  the  Joint  Li- 
brary Committee  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration  of  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Potter,  and 
others,  respecting  Neweli's  Planetarium,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Henry  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  en> 
titled  ''An  act  providing  for  the  appointment  of 
an  Indian  agent  for  the  Osage  Ind!an.v,  west  of 
the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas, and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
1. Whole,  the  bill  further  to  regulate  the  jarisdic* 
tion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  ; 
and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LLOYn,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration  : 

lUtolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  State* 
be  requettad  to  cause  to  be  communiceted  to  the  Sen- 
ate  so  mach  of  the  coneepondence  of  the  Miaister 
of  the  United  Steles  at  the  Court  of  Lisbon,  ^rith 
the  Govern  me  nt  of  Portugal,  as  has  reference  to  the 
commercial  relations  between  the  two  countries,  toge- 
ther with  such  other  information,  connected  therewith, 
as  may  be  in  the  posseasioo  of  the  Government,  and 
which,  in  his  opinion,  may,  withont  injury  to  the  puhtic 
interests,  be  made  known. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ihi 
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Whole,  the  bill  entitled  *^ Ad  act  to  procure  the 
oecexsarjr  surreys,  plans,  and  estimates,  upou  the 
subject  of  roads  aud  caoals;"  and,  on  motion,  it 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  ex- 
portation of  cordage  manufactured  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  foreign  hemp ;  and,  on  motion,  it 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Surveyor  General  of  the  lands  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
one  Surveyor  General  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  State  of  Mississippi ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  considei',  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  fix  the  western 
boandary  line  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas ;  and, 
CD  motion,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  hill  for  the  relief  of 
Colooel  William  Duane ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  laid  on  the  table  a  letter  from 
£.  Caasici,  sculptor,  announcing  the  completion 
of  the  model  or  the  allegoricaT  group  intended 
for  the  Senate  Chamber ;  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  establish  a  Sur- 
veyor Generals  office  in  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas; and,  on  motion,  it  was  postponed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  to  hold  a  treaty  with  the  Indians  own- 
ing the  country  on  the  south  side  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior, for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  their  title  to 
certain  districts  supposed  to  contain  valuable 
mines  of  copper ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  postponed 
until  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  thought  it  was  quite  time 
that  Congress  should  be  looking  towards  the  time 
of  adjournment ;  and,  with  a  view  to  bring  the 
subject  before  the  Senate,  he  offered  a  joint  reso- 
lution authorizing  the  President  of  the  Senate 
>Dd  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  adioorn  the  present  session  of  Congress  on  the 
fourth  day  of  May  next. — The  resolution  was  read, 
wd  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, "in  addition  to  an  act  ref^lating  the 
eleeiion  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 

United  States,"  was  then  taken  up  for  consider- 
ation. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  submitted  some  additional 
^tions  as  amendments  to  the  bill;  they  were 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  bill  was  then  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  House,  "confirming  certain 
tcts  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory 
of  Florida,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.    It  was  reported  to 

the  Senate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to  a 
ikird  reading. 


The  bill  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
"  to  alter  the  time  for  holdine;  the  district  court 
for  the  district  of  Missouri,"  was  taken  up  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  stated  the  grounds  for  making 
the  proposed  change.  The  bill  was  then  reported 
to  the  Senate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  "for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah 
Langley  and  Benjamin  M.  Belt,"  was  taken  up 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  bill  provides 
payment  of  certain  repairs  made  in  the  circuit 
court  room  in  the  City  of  Washington. 

Mr.  Eaton  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
to  provide  payment  for  some  further  items  con- 
nected with  tliose  repairs. 

Mr.  Chandler  made  some  remarks  in  relation 
to  the  expenditure  of  money,  in  such  cases,  with- 
out appropriations  by  Congress. 

Messrs.  Eaton,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Barbour, 
Noble,  Lowrie,  Lanman,  Smith,  and  Mills, 
spoke  upon  this  subject.  The  amendment  was 
rejected.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  was  refused  a  third  reading — 15  in  favor,  16 
against  it.  ^ 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee 
"  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hewes,"  was  taken  up 
for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
This  bill  provides  for  the  repayment  of  a  certain 
sum  of  money,  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  Mr. 
Hewes,  on  a  bond ;  the  amount  having  been  pre- 
viously paid.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, "  to  after  the  time  of  holding;  the  district 
courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Illi- 
nois," was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossea 
and  read  the  third  time. 

CLAIM  OF  VIRGINIA. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Staiei  : 

The  EzecatiT«  of  Virginia  having  requested  pay- 
ment of  the  amount  of  interest,  paid  by  the  State,  for 
moneys  borrowed  by  it,  for  services  rendered  by  the 
militia,  in  the  Ute  war,  and  such  claim  not  being 
allowable,  according  to  the  uniform  decisions  of  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Government,  I  submit  the 
snbjact  to  your  coosideration,  with  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  all  the  documents  connected 
with  it. 

The  following  are  the  circumstances  on  which  thii 
claim  is  founded.  From  an  early  stage  of  the  war, 
the  squadrons  of  the  enemy  entered  occasionally  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  and,  menacing  iu  shores,  and  those 
of  the  principal  rivers  emptying  into  it,  subjected  the 
neighboring  militia  to  calls  from  the  local  authorities, 
for  the  defence  of  the  parts  thua  menaced.  The  pres- 
sure was  most  sensibly  felt  in  1814,  after  the  attack 
on  this  city,  and  its  capture,  when  the  invading 
force,  retiring  to  its  squadron,  menaced  alike  Balti- 
more, Norfolk,  and  Richmond.  The  attack  on  this 
city  had  induced  a  call,  by  the  Department  of  War, 
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for  large  detachments  of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  and  Virginia,  which,  being  collected  in 
this  quarter,  ahd  the  enemy  bearing,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, on  Baltimore,  were  ordered  to  its  defence.  As 
early  as  the  3l8t  of  August,  notice  was  given  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  of  the 
position  of  the  enemy,  and  of  the  danger  to  which 
Richmond,  as  well  as  Norfolk  and  Baltimore,  were 
exposed,  and  he  was  also  authorized  and  enjoined  to 
be  on  hi^  guard,  prepared  at  every  point,  and  in  every 
circumstance  to  meet  and  repel  the  invaders.  This 
notice  was  repeated  several  times  afterwards,  until 
the  enemy  left  the  bsy,  and  moved  to  the  South. 

In  the  course  of  the  war,  the  State  had  augmented 
its  taxes  to  meet  the  pressure ;  but,  the  funds  being 
still  inadequate,  it  borrowed  money  to  a  consider- 
able amount,  which  was  applied  to  the  payment  of 
the  militia,  for  the  services  thus  rendered.  The  calls 
which  had  been  made,  except  for  the  brigades  in 
this  quarter,  and  at  Norfolk,  being  made  by  the  State, 
the  settlement  with  those  corps,  and  the  payment  for 
their  services  were  made,  according  to  the  rules  and 
usage  of  the  Department,  by  the  State,  and  not  by 
the  United  Stotes.  On  the  settlement  by  the  State, 
after  the  peace,  with  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Government,  the  reimbursement  of  the  interest,  which 
the  State  had  paid,  on  the  sums  thus  borrowed,  and 
paid  by  the  militia,  was  claimed,  but  not  allowed,  for 
the  reason  above  stated.  It  is  this  claim  which  I  now 
■Dbmit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

It  need  scarcely  be  remarked,  that,  where  a  State 
advances  money  for  the  use  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, for  a  purpose  authorized  by  it,  that  the  claim 
for  the  interest  of  the  amount  thus  advanced,  which 
has  been  paid  by  the  State,  is  reaaonable  and  just 
The  claim  is  the  stronger  under  Uie  cireumstances 
which  existed  when  those  advances  were  made,  it  be- 
ing at  a  period  of  great  difficulty,  when  the  United 
States  were  compelled  to  borrow  very  large  sums,  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  war.  Had  the  State  not  bor- 
rowed this  money,  the  militia,  whose  services  have 
been  recogniied  since  by  the  nation,  must  have  been 
disbanded,  and  the  State  left  without  defence. 

The  claim  is,  in  my  opinion,  equally  well  founded, 
when  a  State  advances  money  which  it  has  in  its 
Treasury,  or  which  it  raises  by  taxes,  to  meet  the  cur- 
rent demand. 

In  aubmitting  this  claim  to  your  consideration,  it  is 
proper  to  observe,  that  many  other  States  have  like 
claims  with  those  of  Virginia,  and  that  all  thoee  simi- 
larly circumstanced  should  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing.  I  invite  your  attention  to  a'principle,  which  is 
daemedjust,  and  with  the  view,  that  the  provision 
which  msy  be  made  respecting  it,  may  ha  extended 
alike  to  all  the  States, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

THADDEUS  MAYHEW. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana) 
the  bill,  reported  by  the  Committee  oo  Claims, 
"  for  the  relief  of  Thaddeus  May  hew,"  was  taken 
up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
This  petitioner  claims  compensation  for  property 
in  the  vicinitv  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  taken 
by  the  United  States  troops,  and  for  property  de- 
stroyed by  the  British  troops  during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  RuoGLfia  stated  the  grounds  of  the  claim. 


and  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the  amount  to  be 
allowed  with  $1,298  50.  This  amoont  was  to 
remunerate  the  petitioner  for  property  taken  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  a  clause  to  grant  compensation 
for  a  saw-mill,  lumber,  dtc,  belonging  to  this  pe- 
titioner, destroyed  hj  the  British  troops.  Mr.  J. 
made  some  remarks  m  support  of  this  amendment ; 
he  stated  the  facts  connected,  with  the  destruction 
of  this  property,  and  read  sisveral  documents  in 
relation  thereto.  He  said  the  saw-mill  in  ques- 
tion was  destroyed  in  consequence  of  its  occupa- 
tion by  the  American  troops ;  and,  if  it  was  paid 
for,  as  he  thought  it  ought  to  be,  the  whole  sum 
to  be  allowed  would  be  about  twelve  or  thirteen 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  RuodLES  replied  to  Mr.  Johnsuh.  lie 
thought  the  petitioner  had  failed  to  establish  the 
fact  of  the  destruction  of  the  saw-mili  in  conse- 
quence of  its  occupation  by  the  United  States 
troops,  and  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the  evi- 
dence laid  before  the  Committee  on  Claims.  He 
contended  that  it  was  a  principle  that  could  never 
be  adopted  by  the  Grovernment,  to  make  compen- 
sation for  all  property  destroyed  bv  the  enemy  ;  it 
would  consume  more  funds  than  the  nation  could 
command,  and  make  it  bankrupt  at  once. 

Mr.  JoBiAB  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  sup- 
ported the  amendment^ and  Mr.  H.  Johnson  made 
some  further  remarks  m  answer  to  Mr.  Rugoles. 
The  amendment  was  rejected.  The  blank  in  the 
bill  was  filled  with  $1,298  50.  The  bill  was  then 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time. 

COPY-RIGHTS  OP  PAINTINGS,  Ac 

The  bill  "  extendinj^  the  benefit  of  copy-rights 
to  the  authors  of  paintings  and  drawings"'  w^as 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Mills  stated  some  difficulties  which  ht 
thought  would  attend  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  LowRiE  said  he  had  been  induced  to  intro- 
duce the  bill  by  the  remark  of  Mr.  Peale,  in  rela- 
tion to  his  portrait  of  Washingtom  ;  he  was  ap- 
Elied  to  for  the  purchase  of  the  painting,  but  said 
e  should  be  unwilling  to  sell  it,  if  he  could  not 
have  the  same  privilege  of  profiting  by  his  w^ork 
as  writers  of  b(X)ks  have  in  theirs.  Mr.  L.  did  not 
know  why  he  should  not  have  that  privilege. 

Mr.  Mills  replied  that,  had  such  an  act  as  this 
been  in  existence  before  Mr.  Peale  executed  hi2» 
paintings,  he  could  not  have  completed  it ;  a's 
Stuart  had  previously  executed  a  portrait  of 
Washington,  from  which  this  of  Mr.  Peale's 
was  but  a  copy,  with  some  little  embelii.<%hment. 
He  thought  such  an  act  of  Congress  would  have 
a  great  tendency  to  retard  the  progress  of  the  art 
of  painting,  as  it  would  do  away  the  right  of  imi- 
tating and  attempting  to  excel  paintings  already 
in  existence. 

Messrs.  Lanman,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  L.owrie.« 
and  Talbot,  made  some  remarks  on  the  ^iubject. 

Mr.  LowRiE  observed,  that  the  arguments  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Mti.Ls  ) 
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wodd  apply  equally  to  all  the  patent  laws,  as  it 
was  equally  as  improper  to  give  exclusive  privi- 
leges to  inveDtors  of  machines,  &c.,  as  to  authors 
of  painiiogs.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  it  was  refused  a  third  reading. 

SARAH  CHITWOOD. 

The  bill  from  the  House,  and  which  was  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Pensions  in  the  Sen- 
ate^  ''for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Chitwood,"  was  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Noble  stated  the  grounds  of  this  bill,  and 
said  that  a  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions were  against  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
had  instructd  him  to  move  its  indefinite  post- 
ponefflent. 

Mr.  Lankan  stated  that  the  person  for  whose 
relief  this  bill  was  drawn,  was  the  widow  of  an 
officer  who  was  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  daring  the  late  war.  In  consequence  of 
hardship  and  fatigue  in  the  service,  he  was  taken 
sick;  and,  being  in  a  deranged  state  of  mind,  was 
carried  home  by  his  family,  and  he  died  in  nine 
days  afterwards.  Had  his  decease  taken  place 
before  he  was  carried  home,  his  widow  would 
hare  obtained  the  pension  allowed  by  law.  Mr. 
L.  contended  that  she  came  within  the  spirit  if 
not  wiibin  the  letter  of  the  law. 

Messrs.  Eaton  and  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
also  supported  the  claim ;  and  Messrs.  Chandler 
and  Noble  opposed  it,  on  the  ground  that  the 
husband  of  the  petitioner  did  not  die  in  the  ser- 
Tice.  and  that  if  it  was  adopted  as  a  principle, 
that  the  widows  and  orphans  of  persons  contract- 
ing diseases  in  the  public  service,  which  caused 
their  subsequent  death,  were  to  draw  pensions,  a 
general  law  to  that  effect  ought  to  be  passed ;  but, 
as  the  law  at  present  only  makes  this  provision 
for  the  relatives  of  those  who  actually  die  in  the 
serriee,  the  pension  ought  not  to  be  given  to  this 
petitioner  any  more  than  if  her  husl»nd  had  died 
ten  Years  after. 

The  bill  was  then  indefinitely  postponed. 


ToESDAT,  April  13. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  '^An  act 
concerning  invalid  pensions,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jndieiary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  to 
antborize  the  poxchaseof  a  certain  number  of  the 
copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congress,  from  1774  to 
17S8,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  cer- 
taia  pecuniary  claims  against  the  United  States, 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  bill  in  further  addition  to  "An  act  to 
establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,"  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Vax  Buren,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
vhom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  in 
farther  addition  to  "An  act  to  establish,  an  ani< 
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form  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the  acts 
heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,"  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Message  re- 
ceived yesterday  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  State 
of  Virginia  for  interest  on  moneys  borrowed  for 
military  purposes,  during  the  late  war,  together 
with  sundry  documents  relating  to  the  same  sub- 
ject, were  refened  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  "for  the  benefit  of  Thaddeus  May- 
hew;"  the  bill  "giving  the  consent  and  sanction 
of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida;"  the  bill  "to 
alter  the  time  for  holding  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  District  of  Missouri ;"  the 
bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hewes ;"  and  the 
bill  "  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  District 
Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  District  of  Illi- 
nois;" were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barton,  who  had  vote<)  in 
the  affirmative  of  the  question  yesterday,  the  vote 
by  which  the  Senate  refused  a  third  reading  to 
the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Langley  and 
Benjamin  M.  Belt,"  was  reconsidered.  The  ques- 
tion again  recurring  on  passing  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading,  the  bill  was  supported  bv  Messrs.  Lloyd, 
of  Maryland,  Eaton,  Talbot,  Barbowr,  Noble, 
and  Smith,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Chandler, 
LowRiE,  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  Findlay,  and 
Macon.  This  bill  provides  payment  for  certain 
fixtures  in  the  Circuit  Court  room,  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  which  were  made  over  and  above 
the  expenditure  of  the  amount  appropriated,  at 
the  last  session,  for  the  preparation  of  this  court 
room.  It  was  contended,  on  the  one  hand,  that 
these  fixtures  were  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Court,  and  that  the  persons 
who  made  them  ought  certainly  to  be  paid.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  remarked  that,  although  it 
was  a  hard  case  that  these  persons  should  lose  the 
pay  for  their  work,  yet  Congress  should  always 
express  its  decided  disapprobation  of  any  expendi- 
tures over  the  amount  actually  appropriated  by 
law. 

The  question  was  put,  upon  passing  the  bill  to 
a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  26,  nays  14.  So  the  bill  passed  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  consider  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  "  in  addition  to  the 
act  relative  to  the  election  ot  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States."  The  question 
was  upon  agreeing  to  certain  additional  sections, 
proposed  by  Mr.  van  Buren  as  amendments. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  explainedj  concisely  and  clear- 
ly, the  provisions  of  this  bill,  and  the  reasons 
which  induced  the  committee  to  introduce  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  amendments  to 
the  bill  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  in  order 
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that  he  might  offer  an  amendment.  Upon  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Eaton,  some  re- 
marks were  made  by  the  mover,  and  by  Messrs. 
Mills  and  Van  Buren. 

The  bili  and  amendments  were  then  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

TIME  OF  ADJOURNMENT. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Ma- 
con, fixing  the  fourth  day  of  May  next,  for  the 
termination  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  was 
taken  up  for  consideration. 

Some  remarks  on  the  subject  were  made  by 
Messrs.  Macon,  Finolay,  Barbour,  Noble,  and 
RuQGLES.  Mr.  Noble  moved  that  the  resolution 
be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  This  question  was 
determined  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

Yiit. — Messrs.  Barton,  Dell,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson, 
Edwards,  Findlay,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight, 
Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Haggles,  Seymoar,  Talbot, 
and  Thomaa-— 16. 

Nats. — Mesirs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Chandler,  Clay- 
ton, Eaton,  Elliott,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jack- 
eon,  J.  8.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New  Fork, 
Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachu- 
setts, Macon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of 
Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Ware,  and 
Williama— 14. 

Mr.  Ruogles  then  moved  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  be  postponed  till  Mon- 
day next.  Upon  this  motion  considerable  debate 
arose,  in  wnich  Messrs.  Ruogles,  Talbot, 
Smith,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Dickerson,  Macon, 
and  FiNnLAY,  took  part.  The  motion  for  post- 
ponement till  Monday  prevailed. 

COMMERCE  WITH  PORTUGAL. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  requesting  the  President 
of  the  United  States  "  to  cause  to  be  communi- 
cated to  the  Senate  so  much  of  the  correspondence 
of  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  tne  Court 
of  Portugal,  as  has  reference  to  the  commercial 
relations  between  the  two  countries ;  together  with 
such  other  information  connected  therewith  as 
may  be  in  possession  of  the  Government,  and 
which,  in  his  opinion,  may,  without  injury  to  the 
public  interest,  be  made  known,"  was  read  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  Lloyd  observed,  that,  as  he  introduced  the 
resolution,  it  might  be  considered  incumbent  on 
him  to  state  the  views  which  had  led  him  to  do 
it  The  resolution  had  reference  rather  to  the 
respective  aspects  of  our  trade  with  that  Kingdom, 
than  to  the  present  situation  of  it ;  the  latter  was 
too  well  known  to  be  in  a  depressed  and  dimin- 
ished state.  For  a  long  series  of  years  our  com- 
mercial relations  with  Portugal  had  been,  he  said, 
of  the  most  beneficial  and  reciprocally  acceptable 
character.  It  was  a  trade  which  seemed  peculi- 
arly to  entitle  itself  to  the  favor  of  the  political 
economists  of  the  present  day.    It  was  a  trade 

Erosecuted  almost  entirely  from  the  domestic  or 
ome  productions  of  the  United  States — ^in  the 
fish,  in  the  provisions  generally,  and  the  pearl ' 


ashes  of  the  North ;  but  principally  in  the  bread- 
stuffs — the  corn,  the  wheat,  the  flour,  the  rice,  and 
the  staves  of  the  South.  Our  exports  in  it,  for- 
merly, very  much  exceeded  our  imports;  while 
we  exported  no  specie  to  Portugal,  but,  at  times, 
received  considerable  sums  in  dollars  from  it,  as 
returns  for  our  outward  cargoes ;  and  both  these 
circumstances  were  strong  recommendatioas  of  it 
to  the  same  school. 

Another  course  of  this  trade,  was  to  send  oat  \q 
Portugal,  from  the  United  States,  valuable  car- 
goes of  domestic  produce;  for  we  were  allowed 
to  carry  none  other,  of  any  consequence,  for  the 
purpose  of  accumulating  funds  there  for  more  dis- 
tant objects ;  the  vessels  returning  home  with  a 
ballast  of  salt,  with  a  part  of  the  proceeds  of  theii 
outward  cargoes  invested  in  wines,  and  arerj 
small  part  also  in  fruit,  leaving  the  residue  of  their 
funds  to  furnish  the  specie  means  for  the  pros^ 
cution  of  our  West  India  trade,  the  vessels  touch- 
ing at  Lisbon,  on  their  passage  out,  to  receive  it; 
and  also  to  provide  remittances  to  London  and 
Amsterdam,  m  payment  for  cargoes  of  Russian 
and  Swedish  products,  for  our  vessels  to  bring  to 
the  United  States.   This  was  the  state  of  the  trade 
formerly.     All  parties  were  satisfied  with  it,  for 
it  furnished  the  most  steady  market  in  Euro|)efor 
our  domestic  productions;  and  the  international 
feelings  to  which  it  gave  rise  were  of  the  most 
grateful  character.     Mr.  L.  said  he  recollected, 
perfectly  well,a  conven^ation  on  this  subject,  which 
he  had  the  honor  to  have,  twelve  or  fourteen  years 
since,  with  the  very  distinguished  statesman  then 
at  the  head  of  the  (jrovernment,  Mr.  Madison,  who 
remarked  to  him  that,  with  no  Power  in  Europe 
had  our  foreign  relations  been  on  so  uniformly  a 
friendly  footing,  as  those  with  the  Gorernment  of 
Portugal.     He  said  we  had  never  made  a  request 
to  Portugal,  which  she  had  not  acceded  to. 

Thus  the  intercourse  between  the  two  countries 
remained,  Mr.  L.  believed,  with  the  intermission  i 
of  the  late  war,  until  the  year  1816,  when  the  ta-' 
riff  of  that  year  operated  so  injuriously  on  the 
trade  in  the  wines  of  Portugal,  as  to  induce  the 
Government  of  that  country  stron|^ly  to  remon- 
strate against  it,  as  a  very  onerous  imposition  on 
the  principal  article  of  her  exports,  and  as  un- 
friendly to  her  intercourse  with  us.  Her  remon- 
strances, however,  being  unavailing,  afler  a  time 
she  resorted  to  another  course,  which,  perhaps,  be- 
fore lonff,  may  be  resorted  to  by  other  rowers  than, 
Portugal,  and  perhaps  for  more  than  one  of  the! 
great  staples  of  the  country.  She  either  excluded j 
altogether,  the  corn  of  the  United  States,  or  so 
heavily  taxed  it  with  our  flour,  as  to  amount  nearly, 
if  not  entirely  to  a  prohibition.  And,  on  the  othei 
hand,  as  soon  as  the  tariff  of  1816  came  into  ope^ 
ration,  the  importation  of  Portugfal  wines  imm^ 
diately  decreased  more  than  one-half. 

To  remedy  this  unpleasant  feeling,  and  the  de 
ranged  commercial  relations  between  the  iwii 
countries,  he  had  understood  were  the  objects  foi 
which  General  Dearborn  had  been  sent  to  Lisbooi 
with  the  expectation  that  he  might  be  able  to  ne 
gotiate  a  commercial  treaty,  or  make  some  accept 
table  arrangement  with  the  Portuguese  Goverti 
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meot,  which  might  restore  the  former  good  feelings 
and  irieodlf  intercourse  between  the  two  nations. 
The  object  of  the  proposed  resolution  was  to  as- 
certain bow  far  this  attempt  had  been  successfal, 
or  what  prospect  there  was  that  it  might  become 
so  hereafter. 

And  while  speaking  on  this  sabject,  Mr.  L.  said, 
he  tboQgbt  it  miffht  not  be  wholly  useless  were  he 
to  retrace,  rery  briefly,  the  effect  that  had  been 
produced  on  the  trade  with  Portugal,  by  the  tariffs 
which  had,  at  different  times,  been  adopted  in  the 
United  States,  operating  upon  her  principal  article 
of  export,  her  wines,  and  which,  from  self-defence, 
she  woald  feel  herself  bound  to  protect;  and  the 
efet  they  had  also  produced  on  the  trade  of  the 
United  States  with  her. 

In  the  earliest  period  of  the  Federal  GU>7ern- 
ment,  oa  the  enactment  of  the  first  tariff  law,  in 
1790,  a  duty  was  laid  on  the  wines  of  Portugal  of 
eighteen  cents  a  gallon  on  the  hifh  priced  Nladei- 
ra,and  ten  cents  ar  gallon  on  Lisbon  wine.  This 
^  a  Tery  low  rate  of  dutv.  It  was  obvious  the 
article  was  susceptible,  without  injury,  of  a  much 
higher  rate;  accordingly,  two  years  after,  in  1792, 
when  the  law  was  revised,  the  duty  was  greatly 
increased,  and  fifty-six  cents  was  then  imposed  on 
B4adeira,  and  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  on  Lis- 
bon wine;  which  probably  was  about  as  high  a 
rate  of  doty  as  the  articles  would  bear.  And  thus 
it  remained  until  1800,  when  the  tariff  was  asain 
advanced;  bnt  the  wise  men  who  then  had  in 
charge  that  law,  judiciously  supposed  that  the  ex- 
iitiog  duty  on  wines  had  nearly  reached  the  acme 
at  which  it  would  be  productive;  they,  therefore, 
touched  these  articles  very  lightly,  contenting 
iheiaselTes  with  imposing  only  two  cents  addi- 
tional a  gallon  on  Madeira  wine,  and  ^re  cents  on 
Lisbon.  Thus  it  remained,  and  the  trade  and  in- 
^oarse  between  the  two  countries  expanded,  to 
tbeir  motoal  benefit,  until  the  tariff  policy  of  1816 
prevailed.  The  effect  of  that  policy  became  in- 
^otly  risible.  What  it  was,  was  an  inquirj  of 
suae  point,  ainl  would  attract  the  attention  of'^the 
Senate. 

,  h  the  cnitom-hottse  year,  1815-16,  we  imported 
»to  the  United  States— 

^^  Lisbon  wine   -       -       .       654,608  gallons. 
Of  Madeira  -        -        -        314,891      do. 

Then  came  the  overwhelming  tariff  of  1816, 
vbich  raised  the  doty  90  per  cent,  on  Madeira, 
&Bd  more  than  sixty  per  cent,  on  Lisbon  wine ; 
ftad  (he  very  next  succeeding  year  the  importation 
of  the  first  fell  off  neariy  one-half— from  314,891 
galloRs,  to  186,108  gallons;  and  of  the  second  more 
than  two-thirds— from  654,608  gallons,  to  194,187 
gallons;  furnishing  a  sood  lesson  for  financiers. 
And  the  trade,  he  said,  had  remained  crippled  from 
that  time  to  the  present ;  for,  in  1823.  we  imported 
only  130,067  gallons  of  Madeira,  and  124,101  gal- 
lons of  Lisbon  wine — being  less  than  one-halfthe 
quantity  we  had  imported  so  lonff  ago  as  twenty- 
hve  yetrs,  since  which  our  population  had  more 
than  doubled,  and  our  agricultural  products  quad- 
rupled. 

The  same  tariff  of  1816  had  also  affected  our  ex- 
ports to  Portugal  in  another  way ;  it  had  almost 


extinguished  the  trade  to  Bengal,  and  the  expor- 
tation of  domestic  produce,  in  part,  to  pay  for  it; 
a  trade  which  formerly  employed  thirty  or  forty 
fine  ships,  and  occupied  eight  or  ten  millions  of 
dollars  of  capital;  and  another  tariff  bill,  if  it 
passed,  imposing  a  heavy  duty  on  hemp  and  iron, 
would  deal  out  the  same  fate  to  about  four  times 
the  same  number  and  description  of  vessels  now 
engaged  in  the  trade  with  the  North  sea  and  the 
Baltic. 

These  were  the  views,  Mr.  L.  said,  which  in- 
duced him  to  offer  the  resolution  under  consider- 
ation, and  which  he  hoped  it  might  be  acceptable 
to  the  Senate  to  pass. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  without  division. 


WfiONBSDAT,  April  14. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  motion  or  the  26th  of  March,  to  dischar^^e  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  from  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  of  the  27th  of  January,  instructing 
them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing 
James  Morrow  on  the  pension  list;  and  affreea 
thereto;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  James 
Morrow  had  leave  to  withdraw  hispapers. 

The  bill  relative  to  the  Patent  Office,  and  to  the 
salary  of  the  Superintendent  thereof;  and  the  bill 
in  further  addition  to  "An  act  to  establish  an 
uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the 
acts  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,"  were  sev- 
erally read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  hill  more  efiectually  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  mili- 
tia throughout  tne  United  States,  and  providing 
for  the  discipline  thereof;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
postponed  to  Mondav  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Langley  and 
Benjamin  M.  Belt,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McIlvainb,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of 
Icbabod  Lord  Skinner."  This  bill  was  reported 
by  the  select  committee  on  roads  and  canals.  Mr. 
Skinner  claims  payment  for  work  done  on  the 
Cumberland  Road,  over  and  above  what  he  had 
contracted  to  do;  for  interest  on  moneys  due  him; 
and  for  expenses  and  losses  sustained,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  failure  in  his  pa)rment.  The  com- 
mittee report  a  detailed  statement  of  the  facts 
connected  with  the  case ;  and,  also,  a  bill  referring 
the  claims  of  the  memorialist  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  with  power  to  settle  them  on  equit- 
able principles.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the 
Senate  without  amendment^  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Barbour  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  "for  the 
relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris." 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Judiciary  Committee,  in  addition  to  an  act 
relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,"  was  again  taken 
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up  for  consideration,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
Mr.  Gaillard  in  the  Chair.  The  amendment 
offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Eaton,  and  those  here- 
tofore offered  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  were  with- 
drawn, in  order  to  give  way  for  the  introduction 
of  an  amendment  bv  Mr.  Mills.  Mr.  M.'s  mo- 
tion was,  to  insert  tnree  new  sections.  The  first 
of  these  sections  provides  that  the  Electors  shall 
make  five  certificates  of  the  votes  given  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President ;  that  one  of  these  copies 
shall  be  sent  by  a  special  messenger;  one  by  the 
Post  Office,  as  at  present;  that  two  other  copies 
shall  be  transmitted,  on  successive  days,  by  mail ; 
and  the  other  tony  be  deposited  as  at  present,  in 
the  office  of  the  District  Judge.  The  second  sec- 
tion provides  that  five  lists  otthe  Electors  shall  be 
prepared  by  the  Executive  of  each  State.  The 
third  section  prescribes  the  penalties  of  fine  and 
imprisonment  to  be  incurred  by  the  special  mes- 
senffer,  the  postmaster,  or  any  other  person,  who 
shall  suppress,  delay,  or  hinder,  the  transmission 
of  these  votes  to  the  Seat  of  Government. 

Mr.  Mills  explained  the  operation  of  the  sev- 
eral amendments  he  had  proposed.  Mr.  Van 
Bur  EN  expressed  his  concurrence  in  them.  The 
question  was  then  taken  upon  them,  severally. 
The  two  first  were  adopted  without  further  dis- 
cussion. The  third,  respecting  the  penalties,  gave 
rise  to  a  cursory  discussion,  the  principal  part  of 
which  turned  upon  the  question  whether  tne  dis- 
cretion, in  respect  to  the  quarUwm  of  punishment 
to  be  inflicted,  should  be  left  to  the  court,  or  to  the 
jury.  Mr.  Barbour,  who  had  moved  to  strike 
out  ''court,"  and  insert  "jury,'^  in  the  bill,  sup- 
ported his  amendment,  by  remarking,  at  some 
length,  on  the  propriety  of  giving  this  power  to 
the  jury.  Mr.  Kelly  spoke  m  favor  of  vesting  it 
in  the  court.  He  cited  several  cases,  in  his  part 
of  the  country,  in  which  heavy  damages  had  been 
awarded,  by  juries,  for  mere  indiscretions.  Messrs. 
Holmes  oi  Maine  and  Findlay  submitted  some 
remarks  upon  the  proposed  amendment.  It  was 
then  rejected.    The  section  was  then  adopted. 

The  first  section  of  the  original  bill,  as  reported 
by  the  committee,  was  then  read.  Several  amend- 
ments, in  its  details,  were  proposed  by  Mr.  Mills, 
and  were  agreed  to  by  the  Senate.  The  second 
section  was  afterwards  read,  and  modified  consid- 
erably, on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  Virginia,  made  some  remarks  upon 
the  power  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  to  re- 
ject the  Electoral  votes. 

The  amendments  heretofore  proposed  by  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  were  again  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mills  then  proposed  a  new  section,  making 
it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  transmit 
a  copy  of  this  act  to  the  Executive  of  each  State, 
to  be  laid  before  the  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  next  to  be  chosen ;  and  repealing 
all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  tne  pro- 
yisioDs  of  tbis.     The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  details  of  the  bill  were  further  discussed  by 
Messrs.  Eaton,  Van  Buren,  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
and  Chandler.  The  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  was  postponed  till  Friday  next;  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  as  amended. 


Thursday,  April  15. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  U 
February,  reported  a  bill,  in  addition  to  an  act, 
establishing  navy  hospitals;  which  wa^  twice 
read  by  unanimous  consent.  He  also  laid  on  the 
table  a  letter  and  documents  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  relating  to  said  bill,  and  they  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Talbot  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Law  and  others,  in  behalf  of  sundry  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  lately  assembled  at  Washiog- 
ton,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  natioaal  cnr- 
rency  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  Barbour  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
brine  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow 
and  Richard  Harris ;  which  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachnsetts, 
the  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  on  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Johnston  ;  and,  on  motion,  the  report  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Stedman,  praying  remuneration  for  losses  sus^ 
tained  by  the  impressment  of  his  property  into 
the  public  service  during  the  late  war ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachu}«tts,  the 
bill  from  the  other  House,  "  for  the  relief  of  Bar- 
bara Paulas,"  was  taken  up  for  consideratioD,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  L.  stated  the 
grounds  of  the  bill.  The  petitioner  was  the  mother 
of  a  seaman,  lost  in  the  sloop-of-war  Wasp.  Ad 
act  of  Consress  was  passed,  for  the  relief  of  the 
rdatives  of  those  who  were  lost  in  that  vessel, 
provided  application  was  made  for  such  relief 
within  two  years  from  the  passing  of  the  act. 
This  petitioner,  being  in  a  very  humble  situation 
in  life,  neither  knew  of  the  passage  of  the  act,  oor 
of  its  limitation.  She  now  prays  for  the  boaefit 
of  the  act,  notwithstandins  tne  expiration  of  the 
specified  time ;  and  the  biif  proposes  to  grant  her 
prayer.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  "  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  jpto- 
viding  for  the  settlement  of  claims  to  lands  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,"  was  next  taken  up  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.    Mr.  Barton  briefly  suted 
the  objects  of  the  bill,  and  moved  an  amendment 
in  relation  to  certain  ^*  commons"  attached  to  the 
towns  and  villages  in  the  State  of  Missouri.   The 
amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  was  report- 
ed to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  bill ''  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Lord  Skin- 
ner" was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  the  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, "  for  enclosing  the  burial  ground  of  Christ 
Church,  Washington  Parish,"  was  taken  up  foi 


m 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


522 


April,  1824. 


Proeeedinffs. 


Senate. 


consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This 
hill  grants  $2,000,  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  a  suit- 
able fence  around  the  burial  ground,  in  which  the 
members  of  the  Government,  who  have  deceased 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  have  been  buried. 

A  discussion  took  place  on  the  propriety  of  ma- 
king this  grant,  in  the  course  ot  which  Messrs. 
Llotd  of  Maryland,  Barbour,  and  Smith,  sup- 
ported the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Macon,  Chandler, 
afld  Taylor  of  Virginia,  opposed  it.  Mr.  Chand- 
ler mo7ed  to  reduce  the  appropriation  to  91,000. 
This  was  not  agreed  to.  The  bill  was  then  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engn^sed 
and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  reported  b;^  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
"for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Van  Syckle,"  was  taken 
op  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Smith  ex- 
plained the  objects  of  the  bill.  It  proposes  to  give 
the  person  for  whose  relief  it  is  drawn,  an  exten- 
sion of  time  for  the  payment  of  duties  on  certain 
articles,  which  were  destroyed  by  fire,  in  Phila- 
delphia. Messrs.  Kino  of  New  York,  and  Low- 
bib  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject.  The  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amendment, 
and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aiuis,  ''for  tne  relief  of  Thomas  Shields,"  was 
neituken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The 
bill  relates  to  the  distribution  of  certain  prize- 
money.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  explained 
its  object.  It  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"to repeal  the  act  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Ho- 
san,"  was  then  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  Mr.  Ruooles  explained  its  object.  The 
hiJI  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  "authorizing 
the  executors  of  Joseph  P.  Mebane  to  collect  cer- 
tain arrearages  of  internal  taxes,"  was  taken  up 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 
The  bill  reported  oy  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
^'aoihorizing  the  sale  of  a  public  warehouse  at  the 
former  quarantine  ground  at  the  English  Turn, 
and  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  dwelling- 
house  for  the  boarding  officer  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Mississippi,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  An  amend- 
i&ent,  proposed  bv  Mr.  Eaton,  limiting  the  ex- 
pense of  erecting  tne  dwelling-house  to  the  amount 
obtained  for  the  warehouse,  was  agreed  to.  The 
hill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  resolutions  providing  a 
place  of  deposite  for  the  portrait  of  Columbus,  and 
duecting  the  distribution  of  certain  copies  ot  the 
I>ecUTaiion  of  Independence,  now  in  the  Depart- 
meni  of  State ;  and,  on  motion,  they  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 


providing  for  the  appointment  of  an  Indian  agent 
for  the  Osage  Indians,  west  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other 
Kurposes ;"  and,  on  motion,  it  was  postponed  to 
londay  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  procure  the 
necessary  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates,  upon  the 
subject  of  roads  and  canals ;"  and,  on  motion,  it 
was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
concerning  invalid  pensions :"  and,  on  motion,  it 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  in  further  addition 
to  '^  An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  natu- 
ralization ;"  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 


Friday,  April  16. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  dele- 
gation of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  at  present  at  the 
Seat  of  Government,  relative  to  the  late  Message 
of  the  President  to  Congress,  on  the  Indian  titles 
to  lands  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  animad- 
verting on  the  paper  presented  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  Greorgia  delegation  in 
Congress. 

The  coinmunication  being  read,  Mr.  Elliott 
said  he  objected  to  a  contest  of  this  character,  in 
this  place,  with  the  Cherokee  delegation.  He 
knew  them  only  as  other  Indians,  and  to  be  treated 
with  as  such.  If  they  claim  to  represent  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  why  do  they  address  this  body  di- 
rectly^, and  not  through  the  Department  of  State? 
But,  if  thev  seek  to  be  heard  in  their  real  charac- 
ter, they  should  present  their  claims  to  our  con- 
sideration, through  the  War  Department.  The 
course  now  attempted,  is  novel  and  inadmissible, 
and  he  hoped  the  communication  would  lie  on  the 
table.    It  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ri700LEB,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Alexander 
McNair,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
directing  an  inquiry  whether  further  legislation 
be  necessary  to  enable  the  several  towns  and  vil- 
lages in  Missouri  to  establish  the  boundaries  of 
their  commons,  and  to  dispose  of  them ;  on  the 
ground  that  this  subject  is  sufficiently  provided 
lor  by  an  amendment  to  a  bill  concerning  town 
and  village  lots  and  out  lots,  &c.j  heretofore  re- 
ported to  the  Senate  by  the  committee. 

The  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and 
Richard  Harris"  had  its  second  reading,  and  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  gave  notice  that, 
on  Monday  next,  he  should  abk  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  "to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  when  committed  in  any  navy  yard, 
fort,  arsenal,  magazine,  dock,  lighthouse,  tract  ot 
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land,  or  other  place  beloogiag  to  the  United 
States." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  William 
Duane ;  and  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  bills  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"  for  the  relief  of  Barbara  Paulas ;"  to  repeal  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Hoean ;"  *'  author- 
izing the  executors  of  Joseph  B.  Mebane  to  collect 
certain  arrearages  of  internal  taxes ;"  were  sev- 
erally read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  '*  supplementary  to  the  act  providing 
for  the  settlement  of  claims  to  lands  in  the  State 
of  Missouri ;"  the  bill  *'  for  enclosing  the  burial 
ground  of  Christ  Church,  Washington  Parish ;" 
the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Van  Byckle,  of 
Philadelphia ;"  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Shields ;"  and  the  bill  "  providing  for  the  sale  of 
the  public  warehouse  at  the  former  quarantine 
ground  near  the  English  Turn,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  for  the  erection  of  a  dwelling-house  at 
the  Balize,  in  the  same  State,  for  the  boarding 
officer,  and  for  other  purposes;"  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other 
House  for  concurrence. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT. 

The  bill  '^  in  addition  to  the  act  relative  to  the 
election  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,"  was  a^ain  taken  up  for  conside- 
ration in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Several  ver- 
bal amendments  were  made  to  the  bill,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Van  Bdren.  The  bill  was  then  reported 
to  the  Senate. 

Some  further  amendments  were  made,  in  its 
details,  at  the  suggestion  of  Messrs,  Eaton,  Mills, 
Van  Bdren,  and  Smith.  Upon  fixing  the  time 
.of  delivery  of  the  votes  at  the  Seat  of  Grovernment, 
some  debate  took  place  between  Messrs.  Mills, 
Macon,  Van  Buren,  Lowrie,  Williams,  and 
King,  of  Alabama.  The  first  Wednesday  or  Jan- 
uary was  eventually  fixed  as  the  time.  The  sev- 
eral amendments  were  then  agreed  to,  by  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Macon  objected  to  the  general  principles 
of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  necessary ; 
and  would,  as  he  thought,  have  a  tendency  to  cre- 
ate the  very  difficulties  it  proposed  to  remedy — he 
thought,  too,  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  legis- 
late on  the  subject. 

Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Van  Buren, 
replied  to  the  objections  advanced  by  Mr.  Macon, 

The  bill  was  then  passed  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time. 


Monday,  April  19. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  with  a  request  that  it  might  be 
forthwith  taken  into  consideration  ',  as  it  related 
to  a  communication  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  Iq  relation  to  a  claim  of  the  State  of 
Virginia,  and  he  wished  all  the  documents  printed 
together : 

Reaoked,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  SUtei 
be  reqaested  to  inform  the  Senate,  whether  the  Ex* 


ecative,  through  Che  agency  of  the  War  Deptrtment, 
borrowed  any  money,  during  the  last  year,  aodcr  the 
condition  of  applying  the  same  to  the  defence  of  the 
State  wherein  the  said  loans  were  made,  aod  to  what 
amount ;  and  whether  interest  was  paid  by  the  United 
States  for  such  loans,  or  if  ihey  sostained  any  lou  bj 
giving  stock  or  Treasury  notes  for  them ;  inclodiDg 
any  other  information  in  relation  to  the  subject  whidi 
he  may  think  proper  to  communicate. 

The  resolution  was  taken  into  consideration  hy 
general  consent,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreseDtaiives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  se? eral  acts 
imposing  duties  on  imports;"  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  Committee  od 
Finance  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  letter  of  E.  Causici,  sculptor,  on  the  subject 
of  the  allegorical  group  intended  for  the  Senate 
chamber;  and,  also,  from  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Law  and  others,  on  the  subject  of  a  national 
currency. 

The  bill  "  in  addition  to  the  acts  relative  to  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  House  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macom,  the  rule  by  which 
the  Senate  determined  to  adjourn,  on  each  week^ 
from  Friday  to  the  next  Monday,  was  rescinded. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  respecting 
the  purchase  of  an  Orrery,  for  tne  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point,  submitted  a  report  on  that 
subject,  recommending  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration,  and  thai 
it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  re- 
port was  agreed  to. 

The  same  committee  was  also  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  o(  Messrs. 
Willard  and  ChiJds,  that  subject  being  now  under 
consideration  in  the  other  House. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Claims 
"  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  McNair,"  had  its 
second  reading. 

The  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  imposinof 
duties  on  imports,"  was  received  from  the  Hoose 
of  Representatives,  and  read.  Mr.  Dickebson 
moved  for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  at  the 
present  time.  This  was  objected  to  by  several 
members ;  and,  consequently,  the  second  reading 
cannot  take  place  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  memorial  of  M.  S. 
Johns,  and  others,  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that 
a  heavy  duty  may  be  imposed  on  sales  at  auction ; 
which  was  read,  aod  referred  to  the  Coounittee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Eaton  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  an  act, 
supplemental  to  an  act.  entitled  "An  act  to  carry 
into  effect  the  9th  article  of  a  treaty  concluded  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain,  the  22d  day 
of  February,  1819,"  approved  the  3d  of  March. 
1823. 
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Tb€  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  further  to  amend  the  judicial  sys- 
tem of  the  United  States,  and  provide  for  the 
holding  of  circuit  courts ;  and  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Kentocky,  proposed  an  amendment  thereto ;  which 
was  read,  and  on  motion,  the  bill  was  postponed  to 
Wednesday  next ;  and  the  proposed  amendment 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

COLUMBIAN  COLLEGE. 

Mr.  Babbour  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  the  Trustees  of  the  Columbian  College, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  Columbian  College,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; which  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to 
a  «eeood  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate.  The  report  is 
as  follows ; 

Tbeyhave  given  to  this  subjitct  the  consideration 
which  iu  unportance  claimed.  The  object  of  the  me- 
moriiJ  it  to  obtain  pecuniary  aid,  to  a  small  amouDt, 
to  the  Coinmbian  College,  in  this  District,  whose  pros- 
perity, in  an  esienttal  degree,  depends  on  the  success 
of  the  application.  The  utility  of  a  central  literary 
eclablbhmcnt  has  been  so  often  presented  to  Congreas, 
hj  the  long  list  of  illnatrious  worthies  who  have  filled 
the  Preadential  chair,  that  the  committee  are  relieved 
from  the  necessity  of  adding  any  remarks  of  their  own 
on  thb  topic  They  content  themselves  by  referring 
to  the  following  eztracte  firom  communications  made 
is  1  leiiea  of  years,  by  snccesaive  Presidents,  to  Con- 
r«M*  President  Washington,  in  his  Message  of  De- 
cember, 1796,  in  reArence  to  such  an  establishment, 
iiKf  the  following  remsrk :  <<  Among  the  motives  to 
Eoeh  an  institution,  the  assimilation  of  the  principles, 
opioioos,  and  manners,  of  our  countrymen,  by  the 
common  education  of  a  portion  of  our  youth  from 
eTtrj  qoarter,  well  deserves  attention.  The  more  ho- 
o»g«Beoa8  our  citisens  can  be  made  in  these  particu- 

1^1  the  greater  will  be  our  prospect  of  permanent 

ttfljoa." 

President  Madison,  in  his  Message  of  December, 
IBlO,  on  this  subject,  uses  the  following  language : 
''Wbiiit  it  ii  universally  admitted  that  a  well  in- 
^octed  people  alone  can  be  a  permanently  free  peo- 
pk  and  whilst  ii  is  evident  that  the  means  of  dif- 
^Mg  tnd  improving  useful  knowledge  form  so  smsll 
s  poition  of  the  expenditures  for  national  purposes,  I 
^^'^  presume  it  to  be  unreasonable  to  invite  your 
attcfitim  to  the  advantages  of  superadding  to  the 
neana  of  education,  provided  by  the  several  States,  a 
leminary  of  learning,  instituted  by  the  Nstional  Legis- 
^QKy  within  the  limits  of  their  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
^  npenae  of  which  might  be  defrayed,  or  reim- 
baried  oat  of  the  vacant  ^grounds  which  have  accrued 
tothenaaon  within  those  limite."  <*  8uch  an  insti- 
totion,  thougb  local  in  its  legal  character,  would  be 
Qoiverial  in  iu  beneficial  effects.  By  enlightening 
the  opiiiioQ,^  5y  expanding  the  patriotism,  and  by 
*«iiDilatiBg  ibe'  principles,  the  sentiments,  and  the 
aanoen  of  those  who  might  resort  to  this  temple  of 
*oeaoe,  to  ht  re-distributed,  in  due  time,  through 
^ery  part  of  the  community — sources  of  jealousy  and 
l^«)idica  would  be  diminished,  the  features  of  national 
cbaracter  would  be  multiplied,  and  greater  extent 
given  to  looal  harmony.  But,  above  all,  a  well  oon- 
stitatedaaminary,  in  the  centre  of  the  nation,  is  recom- 
mended bj  the  consideraUon,  that  the  addiUonal  in- 


struction emsnating  from  it  would  contribute  not  less 
to  strengthen  the  foundations,  than  to  adorn  the  struc- 
ture oi  our  free  and  happy  system  of  Govern ment.*' 

These  recommendations,  from  causes  whose  enu- 
meration is  now  unnecessary,  if,  indeed,  it  were  prac- 
ticable, failed  in  their  effect.  At  length  a  few  enter- 
prising and  patriotic  individuals  attempted  to  achieve, 
by  voluntary  donations,  that  which  it  had  been  sup- 
posed could  be  effected  only  by  the  power  of  Con- 
gress. 

Their  efforts  were  crowned  with  distinguished  suc- 
cess. One  individual  in  particular,  (and  it  is  but  an 
act  of  justice  he  should  be  named,)  the  Rev.  Luther 
Rice,  with  an  unwearied  industry  and  an  unyielding 
perseverance,  which  prompted  him  to  traverse  every 
part  of  the  Union  in  purauit  of  aid  to  this  beneficent 
object,  contributed  principally  to  that  success. 

The  funds  thus  acquired  were  fiaitht'olly  and  judi- 
eiousiy  applied  to  the  object.  An  advantageous  site 
was  procured,  and  suitable  buildings  erected,  for  the 
accommodation  of  one  hundred  students.  Applies* 
tion  was  made  to  Congress  for  an  act  of  lnd>rpora- 
tion,  which  passed  February  9, 1821.  This,  however, 
was  all  the  aid  which  Congress  dispensed.  The  ac- 
compsnying  document  shows  that  there  have  been 
expended  on  this  institution  $80,000— $60,000  only 
have  been  procured ;  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  in- 
stitution is  embarrassed  with  a  debt  to  the  amount  of 
$30,000.  By  reference  to  the  same  document,  it  ap- 
pears that,  although  the  college  commenced  its  opera- 
tion so  late  as  January,  1822,  it  has  slready  ninety- 
three  students,  under  the  direction  of  a  faculty  highly 
respectable  for  its  literary  attainments. 

The  embarrassments  resulting  from  the  debt  present 
considerable  difficulties,  and  threaten,  if  not  entire 
ruin,  greatly  to  retard  its  successful  progress. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  individuals  who 
hsve  thus  generously  devoted  themselves  to  the  pro- 
motion of  this  estabhshment,  and  who  have  disintereat- 
ediy  pledged  their  independence  upon  the  success  of 
the  college,  present  themselves  to  Congress,  with  a 
view  to  obtain  their  protection  by  a  small  pecuniary 
grant — Congress  being  the  only  legislative  body  they 
can  address,  as  they  are  denied,  by  their  locality,  all 
aid  from  any  particular  State. 

The  committee,  in  reviewing  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances which  characterise  the  origin  of  this  establish- 
ment, its  progress,  and  the  great  benefits  it  promises 
to  society,  are  of  opinion  that  the  application  is  rea- 
sonable. It  cannot  be  doubted,  had  such  an  estab-« 
lishment  grown  up,  under  similar  circumstances,  in 
either  of  the  States,  it  would  receive  the  helping  hand 
of  its  Legislature.  Congress  stands  in  the  same  rela- 
tion to  this  establishment,  from  its  exclusive  power  of 
legislstion  within  the  District.  It  may  be  objected, 
however,  that  the  right  of  Congress  to  appropriate  the 
funds  of  the  nation  to  a  purpose  in  part  local,  how- 
ever nstional  its  effects,  is  questionable.  The  com- 
mittee intentionally  forbear  to  discuss  this  question, 
as,  upon  it,  a  difiference  of  opinion  is  believed  to  exist, 
and  as  its  decision  is  not  necessary  to  the  successful 
result  of  the  proposed  measure. 

In  the  extract  from  the  Message  of  President  Madi- 
son, Congress  is  referred  to  a  fund  from  which  pecu- 
niary aid  may  be  derived,  free  from  all  objections — 
the  public  property  igithin  the  District.  This  property 
was  granted  by  the  original  proprietors,  on  the  condi- 
tion that  its  avails  should  be  appropriated  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  city.    It  appears,  by  reference  to  a 
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report  prepared  on  this  lubject,  that,  with  sales  already 
effected,  and  a  reasonable  estimate  on  the  remainder, 
the  amount  of  this  property  is  equal  to  $2,571,016; 
of  this  there  has  been  expended  on  the  public  build- 
ings $1,214,292,  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  $1,366,724 ;  from  this  estimate  is  excluded  the 
expenses  of  rebuilding,  which  cannot,  with  justice,  be 
charged  to  this  fund,  as  thereby  a  national  misfortune 
would  be  made  to  fall  exclusively  on  the  people  of 
Washington,  instead  of  the  nation  at  large.  If  from 
this  last  sum  be  deducted  what  has  been  expended  on 
the  central  building,  and  on  all  other  public  improve- 
ments in  the  city,  equal  to  $1,025,916,  there  would 
still  be  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  District  of  $330,808. 
In  addition  to  the  high  authority  already  alluded  to, 
the  committee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  course  uni- 
formly adopted  in  all  the  Territories.  By  reference  to 
the  various  acts  of  Congress,  it  will  be  seen  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  public  lands  has  there  been  set 
apart  for  the  purposes  of  education.  Without  a  spe- 
cification, they  content  themselves  by  saying  that 
one-thirty -sixth  part  o{  the  whole  land  of  the  United 
States  has  been  appropriated  to  this  purpose.  The 
committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill  dis- 
pensing aid,  to  a  limited  extent,  to  the  Columbian  Col- 
lege. They  have  been  induced  to  grant  the  debts  re- 
ferred to  in  the  bill  for  two  reasons.  The  one,  that 
they  are  within  the  District ;  and  the  other,  that  the 
larger  debt,  from  the  questionable  condition  of  the 
debtors,  will  be  difficult  to  collect  Its  collection  or 
arrangement  may,  nevertheless,  be  made  available  to 
some  extent,  when  transferred  to  the  trustees  of  the 
college.  The  debt  from  the  estate  of  Mr.  Lee  is  for 
property  sold  within  the  District. 

TIME  OF  ADJOURNMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  the  resolution  pro- 
posed by  him,  some  days  since,  fixing  a  time  for 
closing  the  pretient  session  of  Conffressj  was  taken 
up  for  consideration.  That  resolution  specified 
the  4th  of  May,  as  the  dajr  of  adjournment.  The 
<^4th''  was,  on  motion,  stricken  out ;  when 

Mr.  Talbot  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the 
''  15th  day."  Some  remarks  were  made  upon  this 
subject,  by  Messrs.  Talbot,  Macon,  Holmes,  of 
Maine,  Dickerson,  Van  Dyke,  and  Brown. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  moved  to  postpone  the  resolu- 
tion to  Monday  next. 

This  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
21,  nays  24. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
resolution  with  the  "18th"  as  the  day  of  adjourn- 
ment.   This  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  Mr.  Talbot's 
motion,  for  filling  the  blank  with  "  the  15th."  Mr. 
Eaton  spoke  in  favor  of  that  day,  as  the  great 
and  important  subjects  before  the  Senate  could 
not  possibly  be  disposed  of  before  that  time. 

Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Smith,  Rug- 
gleb,  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  and  Noble,  made 
some  further  remarks  upon  the  subject.  Mr.  Rdg- 
GLES  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table — 
this  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative,  yeas  22, 
nays  24. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  filling  the  blank 
with  the  "  15th." 

Messrs.  King,  of  Alabama,  and  H.  Johnson,  of 


Louisiana,  spoke  in  favor  of  an  early  day  of  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  DicKERBON  said,  he  should  consider  the  de- 
termination of  the  Senate  to  fix  an  early  day  for 
adjournment,  as  tantamount  to  the  rejection  of 
the  important  bill  (the  Tariff  bill)  which  has  just 
come  from  the  other  House. 

The  Senate  then  decided  in  favor  of  filling  the 
blank  with  the  15th — yeas  25,  nays  21.  So  the 
resolution  fixes  the  15th  day  of  May,  for  adjoam- 
ment  of  Congress — it  was  then  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed  and  read  the  third  time. 


TuEsuAY,  April  20. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
Huttieston,  praying  indemnity  for  depredations 
committed  on  his  property  by  France,  in  the  years 
1807  and  1808 ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Rdgqles  present^  the  petition  of  Alexan- 
der Scott,  late  collector  of  customs  for  the  port  of 
Pensacola,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  praying  to 
be  allowed,  in  the  settlement  of  his  accoants,  the 
same  compensation  that  is  allowed  to  other  col- 
lectors in  that  Territory ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  H. 
Howland,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Howland.  The  report 
and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  the  see- 
ond  reading. 

In  pursuance  of  notice  given  on  Friday  last, 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  asked  leare  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  "  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
crimes,  when  committed  in  any  navy  yard,  fort, 
arsenal,  magazine,  dock,  lighthouse,  tract  of  land, 
or  other  place  belonging  to  the  United  States.^' 
Mr.  L.  said  that,  in  introducing  this  bill,  it  w^s 
only  necessary  now  to  remark  that,  such  was  the 
peculiar  nature  of  our  laws,  a  man  might  commit 
murder  within  an  arsenal  or  fort,  or  other  place 
under  the  immediate  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States ;  and  unless  he  was  reached  by  the  bullet 
or  the  bayonet  of  the  soldier,  he  could  not  be 
touched.  There  was  no  law  by  which  he  could 
be  called  to  answer  for  the  crime.  Leave  to  in- 
troduce the  bill  was  accordingly  granted.  The 
bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Hayne  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Rtiolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  Senate  the  number  of  arms  furnished  by 
the  Slate  of  South  Carolina  to  the  United  States  dar- 
ing tho  late  war,  and  which  have  been  sttbwtantiated 
at  the  proper  department ;  and,  also,  whether  an j  ar- 
rangements have  been  made  for  the  settlement  of  the 
demand,  and  what  legal  provisions  may  be  necessary 
to  carry  the  same  into  effect. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  laid  on  the  table  a  communica- 
tion from  the  President  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company,  soliciting  the  patron* 
age  of  Government  by  a  subscription  to  their  stock. 
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Referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

The  joint  resolution,  fixing  the  15th  day  of  May 
next,  for  the  adjournment  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  was  read  the  third  time.  Mr.  Noble 
mofed  that  it  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  This 
motion  was  not  agreed  to.  The  resolution  was 
then  passed,  aod  sent  to  the  other  House  for  con- 
currence. 

In  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr. 
£aton  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  "  to  amend 
the  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  *  An  act 
to  carrjT  into  effect  the  ninth  article  of  the  Treaty 
with  Spain."  Leave  was  accordingly  granted — 
the  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ll.otd,  of  Maryland,  the  Sen- 
ate, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  "  supplementary  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled An  act  to  incorporate  the  Columbia  Turn- 
pike Company,  into  the  District  of  Columbia." 
Nlr.  King,  of  Alabama,  was  called  to  the  Chair. 
This  bill  gives  the  company  the  power  to  raise 
its  lolls.  Some  remarks  were  made  upon  it,  by 
Messrs.  Chandler,  and  Lloyd  of  Maryland.  It 
was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amend- 
ment, and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Militia,  "more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  na- 
tional defence,  by  establishing  a  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  providing  for 
the  discipline  thereof^"  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration; and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kniqht,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  "  to 
provide  for  the  necessary  surveys  for  roads  and 
caoais,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Com- 
tnittee  of  the  Whole.  The  question  was,  upon 
adopting  an  amendment  heretofore  proposed  by 
Mr.  BcNTON.  Mr.  B.  not  being  present,  the  bill, 
Qpon  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflairs,  "for  the  relief  of  Colonel  William  Du- 
^Q^/'  was  next  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky  explained  the 
groands  upon  which  the  committee  reported  this 
uill.  It  proposes  to  pay  Colonel  Duane  the  differ- 
ciice  between  the  selling  price  of  one  thousand 
copies  of  his  Cavalry  System  of  Discipline,  which 
the  Go?ernment  contracted  to  purchase  of  him, 
2od  the  price  at  which  they  were  sold  at  auction. 
It  further  provides  for  the  repayment  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  advanced  by  Colonel  Duane,  for  the 
GoTernment. 

Some  dbcussion  took  place,  in  which  Messrs. 
Chandler,  Smith,  Jackson,  Findlay,  John- 
805  of  Kentucky,  and  Lanman,  eD^ased.  A 
motion,  by  Mr.  Findlay,  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  was  lost.  Mr.  Chandler  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  \>y  striking  out  so  nuich  as  proposes  to  pay 
for  the  "System  of  Cavalry  Discipline."  Mr. 
LowHiB  opposed  the  amendment — it  was  lost. 
The  hill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  without 


amendment,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noble,  the  Senate  then  took 
up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  "concerning  invalid 
pensioners."  The  bill  provides  for  the  payment 
of  pensions  to  thirteen  difierent  persons.  The 
Cominittee  on  Pensions,  of  the  Senate,  to  whom 
the  bill  was  referred,  propose  to  amend  it,  by 
striking  out  the  provision  lor  seven  of  these  per- 
sons. Mr.  Noble  explained  the  reasons  for  this 
amendment.  It  was  then  agreed  to.  The  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  en> 
grossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
the  petition  of  Ann  Dubourg,  presented  at  the 
last  session,  was  again  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Thomas  Johnson, 
was  again  read  for  consideration.  This  petitioner, 
formerly  a  purser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
prays  for  the  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  of  cer- 
tain prizes  taken  by  the  United  states  squadron 
in  the  Mediterranean,  in  the  year  1805.  The  re- 
port of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

DUTY  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  "  to  amend  the 
several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  was 
taken  up  for  a  second  reading.  Mr.  Branch,  after 
a  few  remarks,  expressing  his  opinion  that  the 
present  was  a  proper  time  to  try  whether  or  not 
the  Senate  was  willing  to  take  this  bill  into  con- 
sideration at  all,  moved  that  it  should  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed.  This  motion  gave  rise  to  some 
cursory  remarks  upon  the  point  of  order.  The 
Chair  decided  that,  as  the  Senate  had  already 
passed  the  bill  to  a  second  reading,  the  motion  of 
the  honorable  member  from  North  Carolina  was 
not  in  order  until  that  reading  had  taken  place. 
The  bill  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  said  that  he  wished 
verv  much  to  ascertain  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  this  measure,  upon  the  revenue  of  the  country ; 
the  importance  of  the  subject  was  so  evident,  that 
it  needed  no  comment  from  him;  he  thought  it 
would  have  a  powerful  effect  upon  the  finances  of 
the  country ;  and  with  a  view  to  ascertain  what 
the  extent  of  that  effect  would  be,  he  moved  the 
reference  of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  considerable  discussion, 
as  to  the  propriety  of  this  reference.  By  the  op- 
ponents ot  the  motion,  it  was  contended  that  the 
subject  properly  belonged  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures.  Messrs.  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Mills,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  and 
Smith,  supported  the  motion ;  and  Messrs.  Dick- 
ERSON,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Noble,  and  Chan- 
dler, opposed  it.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts, 
made  some  remarks  upon  the  subject.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  taken,  and  decided  against  the  ref- 
erence to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gailiard,  HoUnes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
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Heniy  Johnson, ,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  King  of  Alaba- 
ma, King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of 
Massachnsettfl,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of 
Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams— 22. 

Nats  —  Messrv.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'WoIf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Pindlay,  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie, 
McIWaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rugbies,  Seymoar,  Tal- 
bot, Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren — 23. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DicKER80N,the  bill  was  then 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.  Mills  then  moved  that  the  Committee  on 
Finance  be  associated  with  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
imposing  duties  on  imports;"  and  that  the  mem- 
bers of  both  those  committees  be  considered  as 
one  committee,  for  that  purpose.  This  motion 
lies  over  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  after  comment- 
ing forcibly  upon  the  momentous  importance  of 
this  bill,  tnan  which  none  more  important  had 
been  presented  to  the  Senate,  since  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  moved  that  two  members,  to 
be  chosen  by  ballot,  should  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  tariff  bill. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  motion,  as  it  in- 
volved the  alteration  of  the  rule  of  the  Senate,  by 
which  it  is  provided  that  the  committee  shall  con- 
sist of  five  members,  could  not  be  put,  by  general 
consent.  It  was  objected  to,  and  was  not  put  to 
the  Senate. 

CLAIMS  AGAINST   THE    UNITED  STATES. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
^'  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  certain  pecuni- 
ary claims  against  the  United  States,"  was  then 
taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
bill ;  Mr.  Van  Buren  moved  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement, and  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of 
that  motion.  Mr.  Lanman,  also,  advocated  the 
postponement;  and  Mr.  Barbour  opposed  it. 
The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  16,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

YsAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D'WoIf, 
Edwards,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  R aggies,  Seymour,  Thomas,  Van 
Baren,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Brown,  Hayno, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry  John- 
son, J.  8.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd 
of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Van  Dyke. 

The  amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  limiting  the  amount  of  any  claim  to  be 
brought  within  the  provisions  of  this  bill  to  three 
thousand  dollars,  was  oWected  to  by  Mr.  H. 
JoBNSON,  of  Louisiana.  The  amendments,  how- 
ever, were  all  agreed  to.  Mr.  Lowrie  advanced 
some  objections  to  the  bill  j  to  which  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, of  Virginia,  replied. 


I  Mr.  Barbour  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  ia- 
'  serting  a  provision,  that  no  claim  of  more  than 
vears'  standing  shall  be  entitled  to  the  bene- 
fits 01  this  act,  nor  any  claim  which  has  been  re- 
jected by  either  House  of  Congress.  Od  motion 
of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  blank  was  filled  with 
'*  twelve."    The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Haynb  moved  a  new  section,  to  give  the 
Congress  the  power  of  revising  any  jadgmentot 
decree  rendered  under  this  act.  The  ameadmeot 
was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossedj  and  read  the  third  time,  and 
decided  in  the  afllrmative — ^yeas  20,  nays  19,  as 
follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Barboor,  Barton,  Branch,  Brown, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kcd* 
tucky,  Henry  Johnson,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King 
of  Alabama,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Masncha- 
setts,  McIWaine,  Macon,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  and  Van  Dyke. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  FWoif, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  king  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Palmer,  Parrott, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Wil- 
liams. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  Sute 
into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,"  together  with  the  motion  to  re- 
commit the  same,  with  instructions ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  April  2L 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  President  of  the  Washington  Canal  Com- 
pany^  with  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  company  for  the  last  year; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Edwards  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Haven,  in  Con- 
necticut, remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  an 
act  imposing  additional  duties  on  imports ;  whicii 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  memorial 
of  the  judges  of  the  orphans'  court  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;  and,  also,  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  memorial  and  counter-memorial  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  on 
the  subject  of  retrocession  of  Uiat  part  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  recommitted  the  memorial  of  Rezia 
Rawlings  and  John  Locke,  executors  of  Danid 
Rawlings,  made  a  further  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioDers 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Columbian  Col- 
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lege,  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Howland,  of  NeW  York, 
were  sererally  read  the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iDformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolatioo  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  join  soch  committee  as  the  Senate  may  ap- 
point, to  coDsider  and  report  what  business  ought 
to  be  aeted  upoo  at  the  present  session ;  and,  also, 
at  what  time  the  cession  may  be  closed  by  the 
adjournment  of  the  two  Houses ;  in  which  they 
reqoest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion last  brought  up  for  concurrence,  and  con- 
curred therein,  and  Messrs.  Jackson,  Johnson 
of  Kenuicky,  and  Kelly,  were  ap|x>inted  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Hayme,  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  '^  to  re- 
'  port  to  the  Senate  the  number  of  arms  furnished 
'  by  (he  State  of  South  Carolina  to  the  United 
'States  during  the  late  war,  and  which  have 
'  been  wfettowgtoferf  at  the  proper  dqiartment ;  and, 

*  also,  whether  any  arrangements  have  been  made 
'  for  the  settlement  of  the  demand  of  the  State  for 
'  snch  arms,  and   what  legal  provisions  may  be 

*  necessarf  to  carry  the  same  into  effect,"  was 
again  read  for  coasideration.  Mr.  H.  briefly  ex- 
plaioed  the  objects  of  the  resolution,  and  it  was 
then  agreed  to. 

The  jmU  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
''concerning  invalid  pensions,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  as  amended ;  the  bill  was  then  pasMd,  and 
sent  to  the  other  House  for  concurrence  in  the 
amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  the  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
I*  expiaoatory  of  an  act  confirming  claims  to  lots 
in  tbe  town  of  Mobile,"  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
cratioQ,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Bar- 
bour in  the  Chair.  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama, 
moTed  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  a  proviso, 
**  that  no  soch  claim  shall  be  confirmea,  if  the 
qoantitj  of  land  exceeds  one^  acre."  This  amei>d- 
ment  was  agreed  to.  The  bill  was  then  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
^d  tbe  third  time. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Mills,  proposing  "  that  the  uommittee  on  Fi- 
iianee  should  be  associated  with  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  for  the  consid- 
eraim  of  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
imposing  duties  on  imports,"  and  that  the  mem- 
^  of  the  two  committees  be  considered  as  one 
rommittee  for  that  purpose,"  was  then  read  for 
coQstderation.  Mr.  Mills  made  a  few  remarks 
is  support  of  his  motion.  Messrs.  Barbour, 
Smith,  and  Lloyo  of  Massachusetts,  also  spoke 
m  favor  of  it ;  and  Messrs.  Dicksrson,  Noble, 
and  LovRis,  opposed  it 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend  tbe 
re^joiution,  by  striking  out  all  but  the  word  "  Re- 
solved," and  inserting  the  following,  "  that  the 
Committee  on  Finance  be  directed  to  inquire  what 


effect  the  bill  from  the  other  House, '  to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,' 
will  have  on  the  revenue  of  the  country." 

Messrs.  King  of  Alabama,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Elliott,  opposed  both  the  resolution 
and  tbe  amendment.  The  question  was  then 
taken  on  the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative ;  and  Mr.  Mills  then  withdrew  his  resolu- 
tion. 

COLONEL  DUANE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  William 
Duane  was  read  the  third  time.  On  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  27,  nays  8,  as  follows : 

VsAS-^-Msisrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Brown,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Gail- 
laid,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  8.  Johnston, 
Kelly,  Koight,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Mills,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Van  Buren,  and 
Williams. 

Nais — Messrs.  Chandler,  Clayton,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  Macon,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Van  Dyke,  and  Ware. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  this  bill  pass,  and  that 
the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Col- 
onel William  Duane." 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, "  to 
provide  for  making  surveys  for  roads  and  canals," 
was  then  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  The  question  was  upon  an  en- 
tire new  bill,  offered  as  an  amendment,  by  Mr. 
Benton. 

Mr.  Benton  rose  and  said,  he  would  compare 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, with  the  provisions  of  the  amendment 
which  be  had  submitted,  and  he  would  state  the 
reasons  which  induced  him  to  prefer  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill. 

The  bill  is  j^eneral.  It  places  ^30,000  in  the 
hands  of  the  rresident,  and  leaves  him  at  liberty 
to  select  such  routes  for  roads  and  canals  as  he 
shall  think  proper.  It  contains  no  details,  neither 
as  to  the  construction  of  the  roads,  nor  as  to  the 
depth  and  width  of  the  canals.  It  contains  no 
limitation  upon  the  number  of  persons  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  survey,  nor  upon  tbe  wages  to  be  al- 
lowed them.  It  asks  no  consent  from  the  States 
to  the  execution  of  the  works  proposed  to  be  un- 
dertaken within  their  limits. 

The  amendment  is  specific.  It  places  the  same 
thirty  thousand  dollars  in  the  hands  of  the  Presi- 
dent, but  specifies  the  routes  to  which  he  shall  ap- 
ply it.  It  defines  the  extent  and  capacity  of  the 
intended  works.  It  limiu  the  number  of  surveyors 
to  be  employed,  and  fixes  their  compensation.  It 
asks  the  consent  of  tbe  States  to  the  execution  of 
the  works. 

On  this  proposition  to  amend,  Mr.  B.  did  not 
consider  the  neld  to  be  open  for  debate  on  the 
constitutionality  or  ffeneral  expediency  of  inter- 
nal improvements.  He  considered  tbe  debateable 
ground  to  lie  between  the  bill  and  the  amendment. 
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Their  comparative  merits  was  the  object  of  in> 
quiry.  He  would  limit  himself  to  it,  and  endea- 
vor to  show, 

1st.  That  it  is  better  to  adopt  the  specific  than 
the  general  provisions. 

2d.  That  the  routes  specified  are  national. 

3d.  That  we  have  the  funds  to  execute  them. 

On  the  first  point. — The  adoption  of  the  bill, 
with  the  general  provisions,  would  subject  the 
President  to  a  labor  which  ought  not  to  be  thrown 
upon  him.  He  is  an  Executive  officer,  created  for 
great  national  purposes,  and  his  duties  are  defined 
m  the  Constitution.  I  do  not  deny  but  that  the 
Congress  may  add  to  them,  but  it  ought  never  to 
be  done,  except  in  a  case  of  clear  necessity,  and 
here  is  no  necessity  at  all.  It  is  a  deception  prac- 
tised upon  itself,  for  the  Congress  to  suppose  that 
the  talent  and  character  of  the  President  is  to  be 
embarked  in  those  legislative  duties  annually  as- 
signed to  him.  He  has  enough  to  do  under  the 
Constitution.  He  cannot  quit  the  great  concerns 
of  the  nation  to  superintend  these  subaltern  affairs. 
They  are  devolvea  upon  some  subordinate  officer, 
we  know  not  whom,  and  the  errors  and  mistakes 
of  the  unknown  deputy,  are  sanctified  by  the  adop- 
tion of  his  august  superior. 

It  is  wrong  to  throw  upon  the  President  the  re- 
sponsibility of  making  these  selections.  They  in- 
terest the  local  feelings  of  every  part  of  the  Union, 
and  every  section  will  claim  its  road  or  canal.  If 
disappointed,  it  will  be  discontented,  and  nine- 
tentbs  of  the  applicants  must  be  disappointed.  No 
human  being  can  decide  upon  their  jarring  pre- 
tensions, and  give  a  general  satisfaction.  We  can- 
not do  it  ourselves,  though  drawn  from  every  part 
of  the  Union.  The  moment  we  begin  to  touch 
the  internal  improvement  fund,  we  take  the  atti- 
tude of  legatees,  dividing  the  estate  of  an  ancestor. 
Each  goes  for  himself.  How  stands  the  question 
at  this  moment  in  the  Senate  ?  We  have  one  pro- 
position to  divide  the  fund  accord ing[  to  the  popu- 
lation of  the  States;  another  to  divide  according 
to  the  rule  of  laying  direct  taxes ;  a  third  to  divide 
according  to  the  superficial  content  of  the  States; 
and  each  State  goes  for  that  by  which  it  would 
gain  most.  The  amendment  which  I  have  sub- 
mitted adopts  a  rule  of  division  different  from  all 
these :  it  proposes  to  applv  the  fund  nationally,  to 
make  roads  and  canals  where  the  national  interest 
requires  them,  without  regard  to  population,  di- 
rect taxes,  or  the  size  of  the  States.  The  Con- 
gress can  agree  upon  neither,  and  it  throws  the  re- 
sponsibility of  division  upon  the  President.  What 
will  be  the  result  ?  Why,  the  President  will  order 
some  routes  to  be  surveyed,  and  when  the  surveys 
are  brought  in,  and  an  appropriation  is  demanded, 
all  the  disappointed  may  stand  together,  attack 
his  selection,  and  defeat  it. 

It  was  wrong  to  give  to  the  President  a  legisla- 
tive duty  to  perform.  The  selection  of  these  routes 
is  a  legislative  function.  It  involves  appropria- 
tions and  local  interests,  and  may  give  great  ad- 
vantages to  one  part  of  the  Union  over  another. 
Seventeen  years  ago,  it  was  said  by  one  of  our 
most  eminent  statesmen,  that,  "  the  National  Le- 
gislature alone,  embracing  every  local  interest. 


and  superior  to  every  local  consideration,  is  com- 
petent to  the  selection  of  such  national  objects." 
(Gallatin  on  Roads  and  Canals.) 

It  is  wrong  to  give  to  the  Executive  the  vast 
increase  of  patronage  which  the  general  proTis- 
ions  of  this  bill  will  confer  upon  him.    It  was 
said  in  England,  thirty  years  ago,  that  the  power 
of  the  Crown  had  increased,  was  increasing,  aod 
ought  to  be  diminished.    The  same  may  m  said  i 
of  the  patronage  of  the  American  Executive; 
and  shall  we,  instead  of  diminishing,  add  to  it,  i 
some  twenty  or  thirty  millions  more  ?    Shall  we  i 
refuse  to  sit  here  and  vote  upon  these  routes,  ia 
our  characters  of  Senators,  and  then  rash  to  the  i 
President,  and,  in  the  supplicant  posture  of  pett-  i 
tioners,  humbly  sue  to  him  for  a  division  of  the  i 
spoil  ? 

The  adoption  of  the  amendment  will  prevent 
all  these  evils,  will  save  the  President  from  a  la- 
bor to  which  he  ought  not  to  be  subjected — from 
a  responsibility  to  which  he  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
posed— from  a  legislative  duty  which  does  not  be- 
long to  him — from  an  increase  of  patronage  which 
may  bring  the  members  of  the  National  Legisla- 1 
ture,  in  crowds,  to  his  feet. 

The  amendment  asks  for  the  consent  of  the 
States.  The  request  does  not  turn  upon  the  no- 
tion that  the  act  of  one  State  can  give  a  power  (o 
Congress  which  it  has  not  derived  from  the  Con- 
stitution. It  turns  upon  the  question  of  trespass 
upon  the  soil  and  jurisdiction  of  a  sovereign  State. 
The  right  of  Congress  to  appropriate  the  monef, 
is  generally  admitted.  The  great  objection  is  to 
the  right  of  the  Federal  Qovernment  to  enter  the 
limits  of  a  sovereign  State,  and  dig  up  its  soil, 
cut  down  its  trees,  and  trample  upon  its  grass. 
This  involves  the  idea  of  trespass  upon  the  soil 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  State ;  and  that  presents 
a  question  limited  to  the  two  parties  concerned. 
If  the  State  is  sovereign,  she  can  consent  to  the 
entry,  and  waive  the  supposed  trespass ;  if  she  is 
not,  there  can  be  no  violation  of  sovereignty  in 
entering  without  it.  Granting  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  be  clearly  inferrible  from  the  Constito- 
tion,  I  would  still  prefer  to  make  these  improre- 
ments  with  the  consent  of  the  States.  It  woald 
be  respectful  towards  them  to  ask  their  consent. 
It  would  conform  to  the  opinion  of  some  distin- 
guished statesmen.*  It  would  follow  the  principle 
of  the  act  under  which  the  Cumberland  road  was 
opened ;  an  act  which  had  the  approbation  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  and  which  procured  tne  assent  of  Vir- 
ginia, Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania,  to  the  con- 
struction or  that  great  road  within  their  respec- 
tive limits.  It  cannot  be  presumed  that  a  State 
would  refuse  its  consent  in  any  case  in  which  it 
would  be  beneficial  to  itself  to  grant  it,  or  that 
the  Congress  would  wish  to  open  a  road  or  a 
canal  contrary  to  the  will  and  the  interest  of  the 
State  through  which  it  would  pass.  The  request 
will  not  compromise  any  existing  right.    I  can 

*"  It  is  evident  that  the  United  States  cannot,  un- 
der the  Constitution,  open  any  road  or  canal,  wilhoai 
tho  consent  of  the  State  through  which  it  passes- 
(Gallatin  on  Roads  and  Canals.) 
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see  00  possible  eril ;  oq  the  contrary,  great  ad* 
vantages  frooa  making  the  rec|aest. 

The  routes  specified  in  the  amendment  are  na- 
{iooal.   They  are — 

For  Caiutls, 

1.  A  route  to  connect  the  inland  tide  waters, 
along  the  Atlantic  coast,  from  Maine  to  Florida. 

2.  A  route  to  connect  the  Ohio  and  Potomac 
rivers. 

3.  A  route  to  connect  the  Ohio  and  Lake  Erie. 

4.  A  route  to  connect  the  Illinois  and  Lake 
Michigan. 

5.  A  route  to  connect  the  Tennessee  river  with 
ihe  waters  of  the  Mobile  bay. 

6.  A  route  to  connect  the  inland  tide  waters 
aloDg  the  Gulf  coast,  from  the  Mississippi  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean. 

Far  Roads, 

1.  From  Washington  City,  south,  to  Florida. 

2.  From  Washington  City,  north,  to  Maine. 

3.  From  Washington  City,  southwest,  through 
Virginia  and  Tennessee. 

4.  From  Washington  City,  northwest,  in  com- 
pletioD  of  the  Cumoerland  road,  to  Misssouri. 

5.  From  New  Orleans  to  Columbus,  in  Ohio. 

These  objects  announce  themselves  as  national. 
They  follow  the  course  of  travelling,  of  trade,  qf 
the  mails,  of  the  noarch  of  troopo,  and  they  unite 
the  graad  geographical  divisions  of  the  country. 
1.  The  eaoal  along  the  Atlantic  coast  was  pro* 
jected  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  the  year  1807.  The 
mland  tide  waters,  in  front  of  that  extended 
eoast;  are  only  separated  by  some  half  a  dozen 
necks  ot  land,  making  in  the  whole  one  hundred 
miles.  Canals  of  ei^t  feet  depth,  opened  across 
these  seeks,  would  give  an  inland  navigation  of 
one  thousand  six  hundred  miles,  secure  from 
sfonns  aod  enemies.  Steamboats  of  the  largest 
sze,  and  all  the  common  sea  vessels,  could  float 
Bpon  it  The  communication  between  all  the 
Atlantic  seaports  would  be  safe,  regular,  and 
npid,  as  well  in  bad  as  in  good  weather,  in  war 
>s  in  peace.  2.  The  project  of  a  canal  between 
the  Ohio  and  Potomac  has  too  recently  occupied 
the  pohlte  attention  to  need  a  word  oi  commen- 
fation  from  me.  3.  The  junction  of  the  Ohio 
and  Lake  Brie  was  a  favorite  object  with  Qeneral 
Washington,  and  now  engages  the  anxious  delib- 
aatioDs  of  the  States  interested  in  it.  Nature 
^tos  to  have  intended  these  waters  for  commu> 
nion.  la  various  places,  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and 
lodiaoa,  they  approach  and  almost  embrace  each 
otber.  The  Wabash,  Sciota,  and  Muskingum 
tpfyroximate  to  the  opposite  streams  of  the  lake, 
ttd  call  upon  man  to  join  them  together.  3.  Be- 
tween the  Illinois  and  Lake  Michigan  the  effort 
of  nature  has  been  greater,  the  work  of  man  will 
hete^and  the  result  more  grand  and  universal. 
The  Pan  at  Chicago  is  the  Dardanelles  of  North 
America.  A  cut  of  a  few  miles  would  unite  the 
wland  leas  of  the  North,  the  Lakes  Superior, 
Huroo,  Erie,  and  Michigan,  with  the  fifty  thou* 
sand  miles  of  river  navij^ation  which  traverse  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi.    5.  The  junction  of  the 


Tennessee  with  the  waters  of  the  Mobile  would 
unite  two  large  divisions  of  the  country,  and  give 
facilities  to  the  commerce  of  four  difierent  States. 
With  all  these  objects,  the  public  mind  had  been 
long  familiar,  and  eulogies  upon  their  advantages 
would  be  labor  misplaced,  in  the  American  Senate. 
The  route  along  the  Ghilf  is  the  only  one  which 
presents  itself  in  the  shape  of  a  new  project,  and 
some  details  upon  its  practicability  and  advan- 
tages ought  to  be  given.  Mr.  Benton  would  ^iye 
them,  parti V  from  his  own  observation,  but  chiefly 
from  a  fund  of  accurate  information  received  from 
the  intelligent  delegate  from  Florida,  Greneral 
Call. 

The  direction  of  this  route  would  be  East  and 
West ;  its  point  of  commencement,  in  the  Iber* 
ville  river,  on  the  Mississippi ;  its  termination  in 
the  St.  John's  river,  on  the  Atlantic  coast ;  the 
Iberville  is  an  arm  of  the  Mississippi;  breaking 
out  from  the  main  river  about  one  hundred  miles 
above  New  Orleans,  and  discharging  itself  into 
Lakes  Maurefms and  Pontchartrain.  At  nine  miles 
from  the  Mississippi  it  meets  the  tide !  The  St. 
John's  is  a  noble  river  of  East  Florida,  twelve  feet 
deep  on  the  bar  at  its  mouth,  and  navigable  for 
ships  two  hundred  miles. 

The  route  divides  itself  into  four  stages: 

1.  From  the  Mississippi  to  Mobile  bay,  three 
hundred  and  sixtv  miles. 

2.  From  Mobile  bay  to  Pensacola,  forty  miles. 

3.  From  Pensacola  to  the  bay  of  St.  Mark's, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 

4.  From  St.  Mark^s  to  the  tide  in  St.  John's 
river,  twg  hundred  miles. 

The  first  stage  lies  through  the  Iberville,  the 
Lakes  Maurepas,  Pontchartrain,  and  Borgne,  and 
behind  the  range  of  islands  which  lie  in  front  of 
the  coast  The  work  to  be  done  upon  this  part  of 
the  route  is  next  to  nothing.  Some  rafts  only, 
which  obstruct  the  channel  oT  the  Iberville,  are  to 
be  removed. 

The  second  stage,  from  Mobile  ba^  to  Pensa- 
cola. The  route  lies  through  the  river  Bonne 
Secourre,  over  land,  five  miles,  to  an  arm  of  the 
Perdido  bay,  and  from  the  Peraido,  over  land,  one 
mile,  to  the  grand  lagoon  which  communicates 
with  the  bay  of  Pensacola.  The  work  to  be  done 
u]X)n  this  stage  is  to  open  two  canals,  one  of  five 
miles,  the  other  of  one  mile,  in  length. 

The  third  stage,  from  Pensacola  to  St.  Mark's. 
The  route  follows  the  coast,  behind  the  island 
Santa  Rosa,  to  the  bay  of  Choctawhatchy,  thence 
up  a  large  bayou  into  the  bay  of  St  Andrew's, 
thence  five  miles,  over  land,  to  Lake  Wimeco, 
which  communicates  with  the  bay  of  St.  Mark's. 
The  only  work  to  be  done  is  to  open  a  canal  of 
five  miles,  between  the  bay  of  St.  Andrew's  and 
the  Lake  Wimeco. 

The  fourth  stage,  between  the  Bay  of  St.  Mark's 
and  the  tide-water  of  St.  John's  river.  The  route 
is  along  the  coast*  sixty  miles,  to  the  mouth  of  Su- 
waney  river,  up  to  its  eastern  point  of  navigation, 
and  over  land,  twenty  miles,  to  the  river  St  John's. 
The  work  to  be  done,  to  open  a  canal  twenty  miles, 
between  the  Suwanev  and  St  John's,  through 
a  level  country  and  a  light  soil,  reposing  upon  a 
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clay  foundation.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that} 
between  the  Suwaneyand  the  Atlantic  ocean,  there 
are  two  means  of  communication,  both  equally 
short  and  easy — by  the  St.  John's  and  St.  Mary's. 
In  favor  of  the  latter  route,  a  memorial  now  lies 
upon  the  table  of  the  Senate,  from  the  citizens  of 
the  southern  parts  of  Georgia,  praying  a  canal  to 
be  opened,  and  stating  the  distance  at  twenty-fire 
miles. 

Mr.  B.  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
inconsiderable  work  required  to  be  done,  and  the 
great  effect  to  be  produced  in  opening  the  route 
which  he  bad  traced.  The  removal  of  some  rafts 
of  timber  in  the  Iberville,  would  open  a  commu- 
nication between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mobile 
bay ;  two  canals  of  six  miles  would  unite  thfe  bays 
of  Mobile,  Perdido,  and  Pensacota ;  a  canal  of 
five  miles  would  unite  the  bays  of  Pensaeola,  St. 
Andrew's,  and  St.  Mark's ;  and  a  canal  of  twenty 
miles  would  cut  through  the  peninsula  of  Florida, 
and  unite  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  with  the  Atlantic 
ocean.  He  dwelt  upon  the  advantages  of  com- 
pleting this  communication,  which  nature  had 
indicated,  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Atlan- 
tic. It  would  diminish  the  distance  two  thou- 
sand miles.  It  would  be  safe  from  pirates  and 
storms,  from  the  fleets  of  enemies,  and  from  the 
power  which  may  hold  the  Havana.  It  would 
enable  the  produce  of  the  valley  of  the  Missi»- 
sippi  to  distribute  itself  along  the  Gulf  coast  and 
to  penetrate  the  interior  of  all  the  Southern 
States. 

The  same  barge  or  steamboat  which  had  issued 
from  the  Ohio,  the  Upper  Mississippi,  or  Missouri, 
instead  of  being  confined  to  the  single  market  at 
New  Orleans,  would  have  that  market  and  a  hun- 
dred others  open  to  it.  The  Iberville  would  carry 
the  trader  to  New  Orleans,  by  the  lake  Pontchar- 
train,  or  enable  him  to  penetrate  the  interior  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  by  turning  up  the  Amite, 
the  Pearl,  and  the  Pascagoula  rivers.  He  might 
go  to  Mobile,  and  thence  into  the  heart  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  by  the  Tombigbee  and  Ala- 
bama rivers,  or  to  Pensaeola  and  St.  Mark's,  and 
enter  Georgia  upon  the  west,  through  the  Appala- 
chicola  and  Flint  rivers ;  or,  continuing  his  coarse 
across  the  penirfsula  of  Florida,  he  might  turn  up 
the  Atlantic  coast,  touch  at  Savannah  and  Charles- 
ton, and  reach  the  interior  of  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina  by  the  several  rivers  whtch  flow  from 
them.  The  advantages  of  such  multiplied  mark- 
ets would  be  reciprocally  beneficial.  The  valley 
of  the  Mississippi  is  agricultural ;  the  Southern 
States  are  planting.  The  surplus  flour,  beef, 
pork,  and  whiskey,  which  lies  at  New  Orleans, 
almost  without  pnce  and  without  demand,  would 
find  markets  at  Mobile,  Pensaeola,  St.  Mark's,  St. 
Augustine,  Charleston,  Savannah,  and  at  the  in- 
numerable towns  and  cotton  plantations  which 
cover  the  banks  of  the  rivers  in  the  States  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Alabama,  Georgia,  and  South  Carolina, 
and  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

The  advaiitage  of  an  inland  communication  be- 
tween the  Mississippi  and  Atlantic,  did  not  escape 
the  observation  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  great  plan 
for  roads  and  canals  in  the  year  1807.    At  that 


time,  the  Fioridas  did  not  belong  to  the  United 
States. 

The  route  along  the  coast  could  not  be  contem- 
plated.   Mr.  Gallatin  could  only  look  to  the  coaa- 
try  above  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude,  and 
in  that  region  he  indicated  a  canal  to  be  opened, 
five  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  length,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  and  ten  years 
of  labor.    Great  as  would  be  the  labor  and  expense 
of  such  an  undertaking,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  of 
opinion  that  the  commercial,  and  other  advaniagiK, 
of  discharging  the  Mississippi  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  through    the  intermediate    territory  and 
State  of  Georgia,  would  be  worth  it  all.    (Page 
41  of  his  report.)    But  now,  by  the  acquisition  of 
the  Fioridas,  a  new  route  presents  itself,  requiring 
but  thirty-one  miles  of  canals  to  complete  it !  the 
work  of  one  Summer !  and  the  expenditure  of  less 
than  one  quarter  of  a  million ! 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  roads,  which  his  amend- 
ment specified,  Mr.  B.  would  be  brief.  Their 
number  and  direction  had  been  stated.  Issaing 
from  the  doors  of  the  Capitol,  four  of  them  would 

f proceed  to  the  four  grand  divisions  of  the  RepoV 
ic.  The  fifth,  traversing  the  valley  of  tbe  Mis- 
sissippi, from  north  to  south,  would  {«ss  throngh 
the  centre  of  the  intermediate  States,  interseetiog 
the  great  southwest  road  in  Tennessee,  and  the 
great  northwest  road  in  tbe  State  of  Ohia  Each 
of  them  combines  the  characteristics  of  national 
highways.  They  followed  the  direction  of  trav- 
elling, whether  for  business  or  pleasure — ^the  direc- 
tion of  the  great  mails,  and  the  lines  upon  which 
troops  would  be  marched  for  the  defence  o(  the 
country. 

3.  Have  we  the  money  to  execute  this  great  sp- 
tem  of  internal  improvement? 

Mr.  B.  thought  that  the  funds  were  forthcoming. 
It  would  have  been  idle  to  put  the  Seoate  upon  an 
inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  adopting  this  grest 
system,  if,  in  the  event  oi  its  adoption,  we  should 
have  no  money  to  carry  it  into  efiecL  He  had 
considered  that  part  of  the  subject  before  he  had 
submitted  any  plan,  and  he  saw,  or  thought  he 
saw,  two  distinct  sources  from  which  the  funds 
woiud  be  derived^  First,  from  the  lapse  of  differ- 
ent appropriations  now  applicable  to  objects  which 
would  soon  cease  to  require  them.  Under  this 
head  came  the  sums  appcopriated  for  pay  tog  Rev- 
olutionary pensioners,  tor  completinff  the  fortifi- 
cations, and  finishing  the  public  buildings.  Tbe 
pension  list  now  required  $1^90,000,  the  fortifi- 
oations  9600,000,  the  nubltc  buildings  9100,000. 
The  pension  fund  had  diminished  more  than  one 
half  in  the  last  three  years,  aud  must  entirely  cease 
in  a  very  short  time,  from  the  deaths  of  the  pen- 
sioners. The  eipenditnre  for  fortifications  and 
public  buildings  must  cease  in  a  few  years,  from 
the  completion  of  the  works.  From  the  lapse  ot 
these  three  items  of  annual  appropriations,  tbe 
sum  of  two  millions  of  dollars  will  soon  be  disen- 
gaged from  their  present  objects,  and  applicable  to 
such  new  purposes  as  the  Congress  may  dete/- 
mine.  The  second  source  from  which  the  neccs* 
sary  funds  may  be  derived  is,  from  the  increased 
revenue  from  the  customs.    It  is  the  theory  of  econ-l 
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omists.  that  consumptioD  and  population  increase 
together.  In  the  United  States  this  tbeorv  has 
been  more  than  realized.  In  1790  our  population 
was  four  millions,  our  revenues  from  customs  four 
and  a  half;  in  1823  the  population  is  eleven  mil- 
lioDs,  the  duties  from  customs  seveDteen ;  the  rev- 
enae  is  quadrupled,  the  population  not  quite  treb- 
led. The  present  revenue  is  more  than  enough  for 
the  correDt  expenses  of  the  year ;  the  annual  in- 
crease must  therefore  be  a  surr^us,  applicable  to 
new  objects  of  expenditure.  This,  without  the 
benefit  of  the  new  tariff;  but,  under  the  operation 
of  the  increased  duties,  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  the  revenue  must  be  increased  upwards  of 
two  millions  per  annum. 

Here,  then,  are  ample  funds  for  carrying  on  the 
great  works  indicatecl  in  the  amendment.  Admit 
that  they  shall  require  twenty-five  or  thirty  mil- 
lions, yet  they  are  not  to  be  completed  in  a  year, 
and  the  amoont  will  not  be  required  at  once.  An 
annoil  appropriation  of  two  or  three  millions,  dis- 
tributed m  due  proportions  among  the  different 
worksf  would  complete  them  all  iu  some  ten  or 
fifteep  years.  We  should  then  have  all  the  grand 
diriaioDs  of  the  Republic  united  and  bound  to- 
gether by  great  leading  roads  and  canals,  made  at 
the  national  expense."  The  State  governments 
might  complete  the  system,  by  ezecutinff  smaller 
works  at  their  own  expense.  When  completed,  the 
whole  woold  redound  to  the  benefit  of  all  parts  of 
thecouDtrv,  and  of  every  individual  of  the  com- 
munity. Roads  and  canals  are  objects  of  univer- 
ai  use  and  convenience.  They  belong  to  that 
class  of  benefits  which  it  is  th«  noble^t  ambition 
ot  the  statesman  to  bestow  upon  his  country.  The 
most  eminent  conquerors  have  deemed  their  glory 
incomplete,  unless  crowned  with  the  merit  of  these 
jjeneficeni  works.  The  great  Napoleon,  when  glv- 
itfg  tbe  law  to  Europe,  was  also  engaged  in  dig- 
gioff  eaoak  and  opening  roads  througn  the  interior 
of  FraDcc,  Cssar,  when  triumphant  over  all 
enemies,  gave  orders  to  drain  the  Pontine  marsh- 
^'>  to  cat  through  the  isthmus  of  Corinth,  to  dig 
harbors  on  the  coasts  of  Italy,  and  to  open  roads 
icross  the  Appenine  mountains. 

Our  great  Wasbinoton,  in  all  the  situations  of 
ais  life,  when  a  young  man  in  the  Coloaial  Legis- 
"tore,  when  President,  when  again  retired  to  pri- 
^afe  station,  was  a  constant  advocate  for  internal 
unprorements.  To  us,  who  arc  mere  legislators, 
whose  peculiar  duty  it  is  to  apply  the  public  mo- 
^«  I  can  see  no  higher  object  of  amoition  than 
that  of  applying  it  in  a  way  so  universally  advan- 
^^^ooi  to  the  whole  body  of  the  people. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Bbown,  of  Ohio,  addressed  the  Senate,  in 
opposition  to  the  proposed  amendment,  and  in 
lavor  of  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  HoLMBs,  of  Maine,  addressed  the  Chair  as 

loUows : 

Mr,  President :  I  am  opposed  both  to  the  bill 
and  the  amendment.  The  first  describes  the  char-  * 
acter  of  the  roads,  but  keeps  out  of  view  their  de- 
flgoation  and  extent ;  the  other  designates  the 
"Jads  aod  canals  contemplated,  but  is  careful  not 
to  define  their  character,  nor  to  indicate  the  source 


from  whence  the  pow«r  is  derived.  Still,  I  admire 
the  frankness  of  the  mover  of  the  amendment. 
He  shows  you  at  once  the  extent  of  his  plan  ;  a 
plan  as  magnanimous  as  it  is  magnificent,  and  as 
extravagant,  as  impracticable.  Still,  I  should 
have  been  better  pleased,  if  the  advocates  of  inter- 
nal improvement  would  have  selected  the  part  of 
the  Constitution  that  gives  them  the  power.  This, 
they  have  carefuUvand  prudently  avoided.  Pru- 
dently indeed,  for  should  any  onesource  be  selected, 
my  life  for  it,  not  one-fourth  of  either  House  would 
concur.  Yet  this  subject  presents  this  singular 
inconsistency :  that  a  power  which  must  be  de- 
rived  from  some  one  grant  in  the  Constitution, 
can  unite  but  a  small  minority  as  to  the  source 
from  whence  it  is  derived,  but  yet,  will  I  fear,  unite 
a  majority  in  favor  of  its  existence. 

One  tells  us,  that  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  grant  to 
*'  reffulate  commerce ;''  another,  from  the  consent 
of  the  States ;  a  third,  from  the  right  to  "  erect 
needful  buildines;"  a  fourth,  from  the  military 
power ;  a  fifth,  from  "  common  defence,  and  gen- 
eral welfare:"  others,  from  other  sources;  and 
some,  from  all  combined.  > 

Now,  air,  these  differences  as  to  the  source  of 
the  power,  might  well  induce  a  doubt  of  its  ex- 
istence. 

Implied,  or  incidental  powers^  were  once  fash- 
ionable doctrines.  It  was  insisted,  that  they  were 
necessary,  and  that,  without  them,  those  granted 
could  not  be  executed.  The  position  has  been  too 
willingly  yielded,  and,  once  yielded,  these  powers 
naay  be  claimed  to  an  unlimited  extent.  Now, 
sir,  I  deny  that  any  of  these  are  necessary  to  the 
execution  of  any  of  the  defined  and  enumerated 
powers  in  the  Constitution.  There  are,  to  be  s-ure, 
subordinate,  auppletory,  or  auxiliary  powers — 
Congress  may  pass  all  laws  "  necessary  and  proper" 
to  carry  into  effect  those  defined  and  prescribe  in 
the  Constitution.  But,  these  are  expressly  srant- 
ed ;  and  this  clause  in  the  Constitution,  applies  to 
every  grant.  Congress  has  power  "to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,"  dbc,  and  **  to  pass  all  laws  neces- 
sary and  proper"  for  this  purpose.  Take  the  most 
naked  grant  in  the  Constitution,  and,  with  this 
auxiliary  power,  you  can  do  all  you  ought,  with- 
out the  aidof  implication.  Constitution,  or  incident. 

Full  well  I  know,  that  this  is  not  the  doctrine 
of  the  day.  Power  never  retrogrades — ^it  is  al- 
ways progressive.  In  1800,  these  doctrines  of 
constructive,  implied,  incidental,  or  resulting 
powers  were  spreading,  and  advancing  to  a  con- 
summation, by  .some  devoutly  wished,  when  they 
were  checked  by  a  political  revolution.  Ever 
since,  they  have  been  progressive,  even  among  the 
disciples  of  the  Democratic  school,  until  at  this 
time  principles  are  urged  and  powers  claimed, 
which  even  Mr.  Hamilton  never  pretended,  but 
denied,  could  be  derived  from  the  Constitution. 

In  1810, 1  think,  there  was  an  attempt  to  renew 
the  charter  of  the  old  bank.  A  bill  was  reported, 
and  ably  defended,  by  a  distinguished  Senator 
from  Georgia,  who  was,  I  believe,  the  chairman 
of  the  committee.  It  was  opposed  by  a  distin- 
guished member  from  Virginia,  in  an  ingenious 
and  eloquent,  but  very  singular  and  extraordinary 
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speech.  A  member  from  Kentucky,  who  now 
stands  pre-eminent  as  the  advocate  of  broad  and 
libera]  constructions  of  the  Constitution,  then  com- 
batted,  with  great  ability,  severity,  and  sarcasm, 
these  dangerous,  unconstitutional  principles.  This 
eminent  statesman  opposed  the  construction  which 
gave  you  a  bank,  but  admits  that  for  roads  and 
canals. 

Another,  a  citizen  of  Virginia  too,  who  has  since 
been  exalted  to  the  head  of  the  nation,  at  last, 
yielded  to  the  proeress  of  opinion — admitted  the 
constitutionality  of  the  bank,  but  would  not  sign 
a  bill  which  provided  an  unconstitutional  bonus, 
for  "  roads  and  canals." 

The  power  for  both,  if  it  exists,  must  be  derived 
from  the  same  source ;  and  yet,  here  are  two  eminent 
statesmen,  one  admitting  that  you  have  the  power 
to  establish  a  bank,  but  denying  you  that  for 
roads  and  canals;  the  other  denyms  the  former, 
but  admitting  the  latter.  It  is  possible,  however, 
that  by  this  time,  these  gentlemen  have  both  found 
some  nook  or  corner  in  the  Constitution  whence 
they  can  derive  the  power  to  do  both. 

Were  these  gentlemen  here,  who  formed  the 
Constitution,  I  might  with  confidence  appeal  to 
them,  if  it  had  been  believed  that  it  contained  the 
power  claimed  by  this  bill,  whether  it  could  pos- 
sibly have  been  adopted  ?  No,  sir,  the  truth  is, 
this  doctrine  carries  us  much  further  than  we  ever 
went  before;  and  one  class  of  politicians,  I  mean 
the  Federalists,  have  a  right  to  hold  their  heads 
high.  When  one  nation  or  people  conquer  ano- 
ther, and  settle  down  in  their  country,  it  not  un- 
frequently  happens,  that  the  conquerors  adopt  the 
laws,  manners,  customs,  and  creed  of  the  vanquish- 
ed— especially  if  the  latter  have  the  most  intelli- 
gence and  civilization.  I  trust  this  was  not  the 
case  in  the  victory  of  1800 ;  but  it  some  way  or 
other  happens,  that  we  have  not  only  adopted  the 
strongest  Federal  maxims,  but  have  gone  much 
further.  And  if  we  establish  the  principle  proposed 
in  this  bill,  that  i>arty  may  congratulate  themselves, 
that,  though  their  power  has  been  lost,  their  prin- 
ciples have  in  this  instance  triumphed. 

But  I  conjure  gentlemen  to  reflect,  that,  when 
the  act  is  passed,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  judici- 
ary, it  will  be  then  beyond  our  reach.  The  Su- 
preme Court  will  not  inquire  of  us  whence  we 
derived  the  power,  nor  what  is  its  character.  In- 
deed, as  so  few  who  claim  it  can  agree  whence 
they  derive  it,  such  an  inquiry  would  be  utterly 
fruitless.  They  will  take  the  law  and  the  Consti- 
tution, and,  if  they  in  their  wisdom  see  fit,  they 
will  tell  you  that  the  right  in  Congress  to  con- 
struct roads  and  canals  is  derived  from  the  power 
I'  to  regulate  commerce ; "  that  the  original  power 
is  exclusive,  and  so  is  the  derivative :  that,  there- 
fore, the  consent  of  a  State  is  unnecessary,  and 
consequently  the  resistance  of  a  State  could  have 
BO  effect,  if  they  should  so  detef  mine,  it  will  re- 
sult, that  roads  and  canals  might  be  cut  and  car- 
ried any  where  through  a  State,  against  its  inter- 
ests, and  in  defiance  of  its  authority. 

In  such  an  event  I  ask,  where  is  your  remedy  ? 
The  law  is  passed,  the  canals  and  roads  are  made, 
the  property  is  vested,  the  die  is  cast.    My  friends 


from  the  West  are  aware  that  such  has  been  the 
effect  in  regard  to  the  United  States  Bank.    Con- 
gress has  power,  say  the  court,  to  regulate  com- 
merce, and  to  collect  a  revenue.    These  powers 
are  exclusive.    To  facilitate  their  fiscal  concerns, 
it  is  "  necessary  and  proper "  to  appoint  persons 
to  receive,  and  places  to  deposite,  their  money. 
These  receivers  or  bankers  may  be  authorized  not 
only  to  manage  the  money  ot  the  Government, 
but  their  own.    Wherefore,  Congress  can  estab- 
lish a  bank,  with  a  capital  of  thirty-five  millions; 
extend  its  branches  into  every  State  of  the  Union, 
and  protect  it  in  the  exercise  of  its  functions,  in 
spite  of  State  authority.     Would  not  the  same 
process  of  reasoning  authorize  them  to  do   the 
same  in  regard  to  roads  and  canals  ?    My  life  for 
it,  pass  the  law,  admit  the  power,  and  your  judi- 
cial courts  would  not,  in  enforcing  it,  be  limited 
by  considerations  of  the  consent  or  refusal  of  a 
State.    They  would,  as  many  in  Congress  now 
do.  seize  hold  on  the  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
tell  you  that  it  is  an  exclusive  power,  and  that 
their  complaints  and  remonstrances  vfill  be  vain, 
let  the  injury  be  what  it  may. 

Where,  then.  I  repeat,  is  your  remedy  ?  Will 
you  repeal  the  law  ?  As  in  the  case  of  the  bank, 
the  power  will  have  been  exercised,  the  rig^ht 
vested,  and  the  sovereignty  of  a  State  infringed. 
Do  you  hope  relief  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives? They  are  the  national  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  and  are  becoming  every  day  more 
national.  Do  you  hope  any  thing  from  the  Kx- 
ecutive?  A  President  grasps  at  power,  as  he 
continues  in  office.  Mr.  Monroe,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  Administration,  anticipating 
that  this  subject  would  be  attempted  in  Congress, 
rather  prematurely,  as  was  thought,  forestalled 
them,  and  save  them  to  understand  that,  if  they 

Eassed  a  biU,  he  should  be  compelled  to  arrest  it 
y  his  negative.  He  has  since,  it  seems,  aban- 
doned all  his  scruples,  and  very  lately  admitted 
the  power  to  exist.  Are  you  to  look  for  redress 
for  an  encroachment  on  State  rights  to  the  judi- 
cial tribunals  1  The  nature  of  man,  as  well  as 
past  experience,  assure  us  that  here  you  would 
forever  oe  disappointed.  Who,  then,  are  the  le- 
gitimate guardians  of  the  States  ?  This  Senate. 
To  this  end  were  we  constituted ;  to  this  purpose 
it  is  our  dut)r  to  act. 

In  discussing  this  bill  and  the  amendment,  I 
shall  present  two  questions  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Senate.  Is  it  clear,  that,  by  the  Constitution, 
you  have  the  power  to  pass  the  bill  ?  And  if  so, 
is  it  prudent  at  this  time  to  exercise  it?  I  ani 
aware,  sir,  that  the  bill  only  proposes  a  survey — 
and  this  surely,  cannot  be  unconstitutional,  fiut 
is  it  intended  to  stop  here?  You  will  send  your 
corps  of  engineers  into  the  States,  to  designate  for 
them  such  roads  and  canals  as  they  may  make. 
If  the  States  are  to  make  these  roads  and  canals 
at  last,  they  will  not  thank  you  for  designating 
them ;  this  they  would  do  much  better  than  you. 
No,  sir,  however  disguised  the  bill  may  be,  this  is 
the  entering  wedj^e;  the  commencement  of  a 
grand  scheme  of  internal  improvement.  And  I 
call  upon  the  advocates  of  this  meastire  to  point 
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oat  tome  the  part  of  the  CoDstitution  which  gives 
you  this  aathority.     is  it  in  that  "  to  regulate 
commerce?"    But  to  this  there  is  a  restriction, 
that  "  no  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  reguia- 
tioQ  of  commerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one 
State  over  those  of  another."    Now,  if  construct- 
ing roads  and  canals  is  regulating  commerce,  then 
how  can  jou  execute  this  power,  without  giving 
this  "preference?"    You  make  a  canal  j  it  is  a 
'^regulation"  of  commerce;  it  is  from  a  port  or 
place  in  one  State,  to  that  of  another;  can  you 
observe  equality  in  all  this,  and  treat  all  the  States 
alike?    The  local  situation,  and  nature  of  the 
ground,  render  this  impracticable.    If  then,  it  is 
to  be  derived  from  the  power  over  commerce,  this 
limitation  meets  you  at  the  threshold,  and  renders 
tiie  whole  scheme  utterly  impossible.    But  how  is 
it,  that  we  give  this  word  "  regulate,"  this  origi- 
laiing  power,  and  make  it  read,  to  "  erect,  create, 
construct?"      I  have  always  understood  that 
its  meining  was  directory  or  prescriptive.      To 
''regulate  commerce"  is  not  to  create  it,  but  to 
prescribe  roles  by  which  it  is  to  be  managed. 
'*  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce 
amoDg  the  several  States,"  &c.    Here  Congress 
is  the  agent,  regulation  is  the  action,  and  the 
Sutes  are  the  objects.    The  rules  are  to  operate 
upon  ibem.    The  literal  meaning  of  the  word  is, 
"to  set  in  order  by  rule  or  method."    Could  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  have  ever  supposed 
that  this  plain,  simple,  unequivocal  word  would 
ba?e  been  perverted  to  authorize  the  construction 
of  roids  and  canals?    But  give  this  word  "  re- 
gulate''  this  creative  power,  and  where  are  we  to 
stop?   If  a  road  is  a  means  or  medium  of  com- 
merce, money  is  emphatically  so.    If  you  can 
make  the  one,  you  can  the  other.    As  you  are 
flot,  as  the  States  are,  restrained  from  issuing  bills 
of  credit,  you  might  regulate  commerce  by  making 
paper  money;  and  as  this  power  over  commerce 
is  an  eidusive  power,  this  money  might  be  made 
^  ^al  tender,  and  forced  upon  the  people,  and 
^vea  a  local  or  State  bank  which  stood   in  its 
way  might  be  suppressed. 

Indeed,  upon  this  construction,  I  do  not  perceive 
^^¥  yon  may  not  carry  on  the  commerce  in  those 
channeij  which  you  create.  And  if  you  can  do 
thib,  why  not  take  the  whole  coasting  trade,  or 
even  the  foreign  trade,  into  your  own  hands? 
°'f}  gire  this  little  word  the  construction  con- 
^ded  for,  and  there  is  no  limit  by  which  you  are 
to  be  restrained. 

But,  it  is  said  this  word  has  had  a  practical  le- 
gislative construction,  which  will  warrant  you  to 
^  it  to  construct  roads  and  canals.  Congress 
bare,  under  this  power  over  commerce,  created 
^od  built  lighthouses  and  piers.  As  this  position 
does  not  prove  what  the  Constitution  is,  but  what 
it  IS  construed  to  be,  it  will  be  enough  for  my  pur- 
pose to  show  that  Congress  never  have  built  liffht- 
houses  or  piers  under  the  authority  to  regulate 
commerce.  Congress  has  power  to  erect  forts, 
arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful  buildings, 
on  lands  purchased  with  the  consent  of  the  Slate 
where  the  land  is.  Lighthouses  were  erected  be- 
U>re  the  Ck)nstitution  was  adopted,  and  in  the  first 
ISthCoN.  IstSBSS.— 18 


session  of  the  First  Congress  an  act  passed  pro- 
viding for,  and  requiring  of  the  States  a  cession 
of  the  jurisdiction,  hereby  admitting  that  they 
claimed  the  power  under  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  authorizes  the  "  erection  of  need- 
ful buildings."  Congress ^has  ever  since,  either  by 
special  or  general  ])rovisions,  required  that,  before 
the  lighthouse  or  pier  should  be  erected,  the  juris- 
diction of  the  site  should  be  ceded  to  the  United 
States.  Congress,  then,  have  never  so  expounded 
the  Constitution  as  *^  to  erect  or  create,"  under 
the  grant  "  to  regulate  commerce."  As  we  have 
designated  the  power  whereby  we  create  these 
''  buildings,"  now  let  us  see  if  the  friends  of  roads 
and  canals  can  derive  theirs  from  the  same  source. 
Congress  has  power  to  create  needful  buildings : 
roads  and  canals  are  needful  buildings :  therefore. 
Congress  has  power  to  create  and  build  roads  ana 
canals.  Let  us  try  the  strength  of  this  syllogism, 
and  illustrate  the  argument  by  bringing  in  a  bill 
to  make  a  canal,  and  taking  the  words  of  the 
Constitution  for  the  title  of  the  act :  "An  act  for 
the  creation  of  Needful  Buildings — '  Be  ii  macted^ 
^c,  That  there  shall  be  erected  and  built  a  canal, 
to  be  ten  feet  deep  and  ten  rods  wide,  to  com- 
mence at  the  river  St.  Mary's,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  to  oass  through  the  maritime  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States  to  the  river  St.  Croix,  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  and 'for  this  purpose  there  be 
appropriated  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  other- 
wise appropriated."  Sir,  such  an  act,  with  such 
a  title  would  be  the  subject  of  universal  ridicule ; 
and  yet,  this  act.  with  this  title,  is  a  fair  illustra- 
tion of  the  whole  argument.  But,  if  gentlemen 
are  driven  from  one  fortress,  they  retreat  to  anoth- 
er. And  if  I  mistake  not,  I  witnessed  an  honor- 
able gentleman  intrenching  at  Gridley's  farm — a 
purchase  of  property  by  the  United  States  withotit 
the  consent  of  the  State.  If  the  right  exists,  will 
it  not  help  you  to  roads  and  canals  ?  As  to  this 
right  in  Congress  to  purchase  lands,  I  am  inclined 
to  differ,  which  I  do  always  with  deference  and 
reluctance,  from  my  venerable  friend  fiom  Vir- 

ginia,  (Mr.  Taylor.)  The  United  States  may 
old  lands,  but  not  to  an  unlimited  extent.  Be- 
fore the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  we 
had  acquired  the  Northwestern  territory  by  ces- 
sions from  several  States ;  and  had,  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  13th  July,  1787,  provided  for  its  gov- 
ernment, and  stipulated  for  its  admission  into  the 
Union.  The  lands  were  to  be  applied  to  the  pay* 
ment  of  the  Revolutionary  debt.  It  was  then 
foreseen  that,  from  necessity,  we  must^  at  a  future 
da)[,  hold  these  lands  within  the  limits  of  a  sov- 
ereign State.  It  was,  moreover,  perceived  that 
we  might  acquire  other  territory  by  treaty.  The 
Constitution  consequently  provided  that,  byahese 
operations  ^'  nothing  should  be  so  construed  as  to 
prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States  or  of 
any  particular  State."  By  this  precaution,  the 
interest  of  the  United  States  and  the  sovereignty 
of  the  individual  States  are  equally  secured. 

The  power  to  raise  and  disburse  money,  and  to 
dispose  ot  lands,  renders  it  indispensable  that  you 
should  have  debtors^  and  therefore  a  power  to  en- 
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force  payment  of  debts.  If  a  man  neglects  or  re- 
fuses to  pay  his  debts  or  taxes,  you  can  take  his 
goods  or  lands,  and  appropriate  them  to  the  pay- 
ment. In  one  other  way,  and  one  only,  can  you 
hold  lands,  and  that  is  by  purchase.  But  this  is 
also  expressly  limited  and  defined.  After  provid- 
ing for  a  district  for  the  Seat  of  Government, 
Congress  can  exercise  exclusive  legislation  "  over 
'  all  places  purchased,  by  the  consent  of  the  Le- 
'  ffislature  of  the  State  in  which  the  same  shall 
'  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals, 
'  dock  yards,  and  other  needful  buildings.'-  Here, 
while  the  rifht  to  purchase  is  given,  it  is  limited 
to  specific  objects  or  purposes.  You  may,  I  be- 
lieve, purchase  for  these  objects,  thus  defined, 
without  the  consent  of  a  State,  but  can  exercise 
no  legislation,  and  the  places  would  be,  in  your 
hands,  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  State,  as  other 
property.  The  purchase  is  to  be  confined  to  the 
object,  and  the  consent  of  the  State  gives  you  ex- 
clusive legislation  over  the  purchase.  These  are 
the  three,  and  the  only  methods  by  which  you  can 
hold  lands  within  the  limits  of  a  State.  By  ac- 
quisition of  territory,  by  debts  and  taxes,  and  by 
purchase  for  specified  objects.  These  means  to 
acquire  national  domain  are  sufi&ciently  ample  for 
all  useful  purposes,  and  quite  too  ample  for  the 
security  ot  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of 
the  States.  You  have  not,  you  ought  never  to 
have,  the  power  to  purchase  lands  in  a  State  for 
roads,  canals,  or  any  other  national  project.  And, 
if  you  would  thus  purchase,  where  would  be  the 
benefit?  The  laws  of  the  Slates  would  control 
and  embarrass  you.  Their  regulations  might 
subject  you  to  different  and  perplexing  imposi- 
tions and  burdens.  Such  property  would  be  a 
source  of  yexation  and  expense,  and  would  be 
worse  than  useless. 

But  it  is  proposed  that,  if  there  is  any  deficiency 
of  power,  the  States  may  supply  it  hy  cession. 

I  know  of  but  one  way  in  which  the  political 
power  of  a  State  can  be  surrendered ;  it  is  by  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution.  The  powers  of 
the  States,  as  such,  must  all  be  equal.  What 
portion  of  power  has  been  retained  by  the  people, 
and  what  given  up  to  their  Legislature,  is  a  ques- 
tion for  each  State  to  determine  for  itself,  botany 
inequality  in  the  Constitution  of  a  State  creates 
DO  inequality  in  the  difierent  States  as  political 
bodies.  As  such,  they  are  on  a  perfect  equality. 
The  United  States  can  exercise  no  power  m  one, 
which  it  cannot  in  another,  without  consent,  and 
this  consent  can  only  be  given  where  the  Consti- 
tution allows  it.  The  original  States,  which 
formed  the  Constitution,  were  equally  sovereign 
and  independent.  Each  gave  up  an  equal  portion 
of  power  to  the  United  States,  and  consequently 
what  was  retained  must  be  equal.  Equality  of 
power  is  essential  to  the  existence  of  a  State.  It 
cannot  have  less  than  the  rest,  and  when  it  has,  it 
ceases  to  be  a  State. 

Nothioff  is  so  essential  to  the  harmony  and  per- 
petuity ofthe  Union  as  this  equality.  If  a  State 
may  surrender  to  the  United  States  a  portion  of 
ite  sovereign  power,  why  not  the  whole  ?  Could 
this   be  don^  Congress  might   hare  exclusive 


legislation  over  a  Territory  and  population,  to 
the  great  danger  and  annoyance  of  the  rest  of  the 
States. 

And,  if  a  State  may  have  less,  why  may  it  not 
have  more,  than  its  originally  reserved  powers  1 
As  this  right  to  receive  and  surrender  powers  must 
be  reciprocal,  it  seems  to  result  that  Congress,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Legislature 
of  a  State,  on  the  part  of  a  State,  may  barter  and 
exchange  the  people's  rights  as  they  please.  And 
if  this  right  ot  cession,  or  consent  ol  a  State,  ex- 
cept where  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  be 
once  admitted,  it  might  produce  an  inequality,* 
variety,  and  contrariety  of  powers  repugnant  to 
the  plan  and  design,  and  even  subversive  of  the 
Constitution. 

But,  if  a  State  has  a  right  to  surrender  any  of 
its  legislative  or  sovereign  powers,  except  where 
it  is  specially  provided,  have  we  any  right  to  take 
it?  liow  can  Congress  exercise  that  legislative 
power  which  should  be  so  surrendered?  The 
Constitution  prescribes  the  limits  of  our  legisla- 
tion, and  beyond  that  we  cannot  go.  The  ces- 
sions allowed  are  defined ;  consequently,  all  others 
are  excluded. 

The  Constitution  has  allowed  Congress  to  ex- 
ercise certain  powers  by  the  consent  of  a  State, 
and  a  State  to  exercise  others  by  the  consent  of 
Congress.  We  are  prohibited,  by  a  general  clause, 
to  exercise  the  powers  not  granted  either  abso- 
lutely or  conditionally,  that  is,  with  consent.  The 
prohibitions  upon  the  Slates,  though  more  speci- 
fic, are  of  the  same  character.  No  consent  of 
Congress  could  authorize  a  State  to  coin  money, 
emit  bills  of  credit,  or  pass  a  tender  law.  The»e 
are  absolute  prohibitions.  But  a  State  may,  with 
the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  imposts  on  imports 
and  exports,  enter  into  compacts,  and  engage  in 
war.  Congress  can,  in  certain  defined  cases,  ex- 
ercise exclusive  legislation,  with  the  consent  of  a 
State.  Now,  as  a  State  cannot  exercise  any 
power  by  the  consent  of  Congress,  except  it  be  al- 
lowed by  the  Constitution,  neither  can  Congress, 
by  the  consent  or  c&ssion  of  a  State,  except  where 
it  is  so  allowed.  But,  as  the  Constitution  has 
given  no  power  to  a  State  to  authorize  us  to 
make  roads  and  canals,  it  would  seem  to  follow 
that  no  such  power  can  be  derived  from  the  con- 
sent of  a  State. 

But  how  is  a  State  to  give  its  consent?  It 
seems  to  be  understood,  by  its  Legislature.  It 
would  be  impossible  that  an  adequate  cession,  of 
sufficient  width  for  a  canal,  could  be  made,  with- 
out including  not  only  the  property  of  individuals, 
but  their  persons.  The  grant  for  the  New  York 
canal  embraces  territory  on  each  side,  for  its  con- 
venience. Now,  let  me  ask  what  right  has  the 
Legislature  of  a  State  to  cede  away  or  disfran- 
chise a  citizen  ?  The  great  leading  principles  in 
Magna  Charta  are  embraced  in  most  if  not  all 
our  State  constitutions.  No  citizen  is  to  be  pot 
out  of  the  protection  of  the  law,  or  despoiled  of 
his  immunities  or  privileges,  but  by  the  judgment 
of  his  peers,  or  the  laws  of  the  land.  How,  then, 
could  the  Legislature  of  a  State  assign  one  of  i^ 
citizens  to  the  United  States  without  impugning 
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these  great  maxims  of  freedom  ?  It  would  be  a 
<}isfraochisement  without  judgment  or  law.  It 
would  be  a  bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  robbing  a 
man  of  his  citizenship  without  his  consent,  or 
even  his  knowledge. 

Sir,  these  are  no  new  doctrines.  In  the  un- 
pleasaot  contest  of  the  admission  of  Missouri  into 
the  UfiioQ,  I  then  contended  that  no  State  could 
yield  ap  a  part  of  her  sovereign  power  as  a  con- 
dition of  her  admission ;  that  every  State  must  be 
received  on  the  footing  of  perfect  equality.  I  did 
not  anticipate  that  my  friends  from  Missouri  would 
so  soon  have  abandoned  these  principles. 

The  bill  before  us  proposes  this  surrey  for  mili- 
taij  as  well  as  other  roads,  and  this  renders  it  ne- 
cessary to  inquire  whether  the  authority  to  con- 
stroet  roads  and  canals  can  be  derived  from  the 
military  or  war-noaking  power. 

This  part  of  the  subject  I  approach  with  great 
deference  and  humility^-deference,  because  what- 
erer  is  military,  is,  at  this  day,  very  popular ;  hu- 
mility, because  I  see  much  evidence  that  the  peo- 
ple are  too  much  disposed  to  magnify  this  at  the 
expense  of  civil  right,  which  I  fear  is  rapidly  be- 
eoming  subordinate  to  the  military. 

I  admit  that,  in  time  of  war,  the  civil  power 
must,  in  some  measure,  be  suspended;  that,  in  the 
midst  of  arms,  laws  are  in  a  degree  silent ;  that, 
unidst  Uood  and  carnage,  liberty  retires,  and 
weeps  in  silence.  Armies  must  be  marched,  roads 
mast  be  cot,  farms  and  gardens  must  be  subverted, 
hoases  demolished,  breastworks  thrown  up,  bat- 
ties  ibogbr,  men  slain,  wives,  mothers,  and  daugh- 
ters, bereaved.  These  are  the  antic  tricks  and 
freab  of  the  monster  war;  these  are  the  scenes  in 
^hieh  he  riots ;  this  is  the  food  on  which  he  de- 
lighb  to  feed.  But  peace  returns,  and  civil  right 
is  restored;  injuries  are  repaired;  wrongs  are 
righted ;  and,  although  the  slain  cannot  be  resus- 
citated, their  memories  can  be  consecrated,  and 
their  relatives  protected.  It  is  then  emphatically 
tme  that  the  military  is  subordinate  to  the  civil 
authority — not  a  soldier  could  be  quartered  on  a 
citizen  without  bis  consent — ^not  a  rod  of  ground 
can  be  sobject  to  your  power,  without  the  consent 
oftheState  where  it  is. 

Connected  with,  and  consequent  upon,  this  war- 
making  power,  is  that  of  fortifications ;  and  this 
"^  been  seized  on  as  giving  an  authority  to  con- 
stract  roads  and  canals.  You  obtain  the  site  for 
a  fortification  by  purchase;  you  obtain  the  juris- 
(iiction  over  it  by  the  consent  of  the  State.  You 
can  only  purchase  for  this  object — to  this  the 
Constitution  limits  you.  Besides,  no  man  can 
seU  more  than  his  own.  An  individual  conveys 
to  the  United  States  a  site  for  a  fort;  he  may 
^ve,  as  appendant  or  appurtenant  to  it,  a  right  of 
^y-  This  is,  and  must  be,  limited  to  a  commu- 
oicatioo  with  the  first  common  high  way,  and 
there  it  ceases.  This  is  all  which,  at  most,  he 
conld  convey ;  and,  consequentlv,  this  is  all  you 
could  purchase.  Beyond  this,  the  United  Stales 
could  acquire  no  right  over  the  land  of  another. 

Now,  could  the  consent  of  a  State  alter  or  ex- 
tend this  right  1  This  is  necessary  to  give  you 
nclmre  legislation  over  the  land  so  purchased. 


This  power  of  exclusive  legislation  is  not  a  grant, 
but  an  authority  to  receive  one  from  a  State.  It 
must  be  co-extensive  and  commensurate  with,  and 
consequent  upon,  the  purchase;  but  the  purchase 
is  limited  to  the  object,  and  the  consent  to  the 
purchase;  wherefore,  the  exclusive  legislation  is 
confined  to  the  object,  which  is  the  fortification. 
Unless  I  am  deceived  by  a  partiality  for  my  own 
reasoning,  the  argument  on  this  point  is  conclu- 
sive. But  even  if  the  consent  of  a  State  to  a  pur- 
chase for  a  fort  or  arsenal  could  authorize  a  right 
of  way  from  and  to  it,  what  may  be  its  extent? 
From  and  to  what  place  or  places?  Where  is  the 
terminus  ad  guem?  Surely  not  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  State.  A  State  cannot,  any  more  than  an 
individual,  dispose  of  more  than  it  has.  One 
State  cannot  legislate  for  another;  I  never  knew 
it  attempted  but  once.  I  understood  that  the  Le- 
gislature of  Pennsylvania  did  undertake  to  pass  a 
law  regulating  the  sale  of  lands  in  Ohio,  but  Qov- 
ernor  McKean  returned  it  with  his  negative,  sar- 
castically remarking,  that  perhaps  it  might  be  as 
well  to  leave  it  to  the  eood  people  of  Ohio  to  make 
their  own  laws  in  their  own  wa^.  If,  then,  a 
road,  as  appurtenant  to  a  fortification,  might  ex- 
tend from  it  to  the  bounds  of  a  State,  it  would  be 
totally  incomplete  for  your  purpose — your  object 
is  to  make  a  communication  from  one  post  to  an- 
other. Your  appurtenant  road  or  canal  could  not 
exist  except  in  the  State  where  your  fortification 
is  established.  Every  other  State  through  which 
you  would  carry  it,  would  obstruct  you,  and  the 
power  being  thus  limited  and  restricted,  would  be 
worse  than  useless. 

I  know  very  well  that  we  have  been  told  that, 
without  the  right  to  make  roads  and  canals,  the 
military  power  will  be  imperfect.  I  hope  in  Gktd 
that  in  this  country  the  military  power  will  al- 
ways be  imperfect.  A  perfect  military  power  is 
a  military  despotism.  Uentlemen  seem  to  forget 
that  there  are  yet  some  powers  left  to  the  States, 
and  that  they  have  corresponding  duties.  A  fort 
is  to  be  erected  in  a  State,  primarily  for  its  pro- 
tection, remotely  as  a  defence  of  the  Union.  A 
State  has  important  powers  reserved,  civil  as  well 
as  military.  It  holds  the  purse  and  the  sword,  as 
well  as  the  United  States.  It  has  nearly  the  ex- 
clusive control  of  its  militia  in  peace,  and  an  im- 
portant direction  of  it  in  war.  In  this  latter  event, 
It  can  raise  armies,  and  maintain  navies.  As  a 
fort  is  established  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  the 
State  and  the  United  States,  it  was  proper  that 
each  should  contribute  something  to  its  establish- 
ment. The  parties  agree  on  the  site,  the  State 
provides  facilities  of  communication,  either  by  its 
rivers  or  roads,  or  both,  and  cedes  away  its  sov- 
ereignty, and  the  United  States  build,  arm,  man, 
and  defend  it;  and  by  its  exclusive  legislation 
govern  it,  in  their  own  way,  and  at  their  own 
expense. 

And  what  more  power  do  you  need  over  your 
military  posts  or  places  ?  Do  you  still  apprehend 
that  this  power  is  so  incomplete  that,  in  time  of 
peace,  the  army  may  sufier?  Do  you  fear  that,  if 
It  has  no  other  means  of  protection  and  susten- 
ance than  purchase  of  individuals  or  consent  of 
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States,  that  it  may^  be  in  distress,  wi(boat  remedy, 
and,  therefore,  it  is  necessary  to  amplif]^  the  mili- 
tary power  to  provide  against  this  imaginary 
evil?  Sir,  this  is  all  visionary.  We  hail  the 
soldier  of  liberty  as  a  friend.  When  saw  we  him 
hungry,  and  gave  him  no  meat;  thirsty,  and  gave 
him  no  drink;  naked,  and  clothed  him  not;  sick 
and  imprisoned,  and  did  not  administer  unto  him? 
These  deeds  of  charity  are  done,  not  only  to  oar 
own  soldiers,  but  to  prisoners  and  rebels.  Our 
kindness  to  a  captured  or  wounded  enemy,  both 
in  the  Revolutionary  and  late  wars,  was  prover- 
hial.  and,  I  regret  to  add,  was  too  often  requited 
witn  base  ingratitude.  No,  sir;  when  any  por- 
tion of  your  army,  in  any  ^rt  of  the  United 
States,  snail  be  unable  to  obtain  shelter  or  susten- 
ance by  ordinary  means,  that  part  of  your  country 
will  be  in  that  state  of  rebellion  which  would 
justify  force,  or  the  army  itself  will  have  become 
so  odious  that  it  is  time  it  is  disbanded. 

Your  bill,  I  perceive,  contemplates  the  making 
of  post  roads.  As  the  power  to  establish  post 
offices  and  post  roads  has  been  seized  on  with 
much  confidence,  as  authorizing  you  to  make  them 
where  you  please,  it  wiU  be  necessary  to  give  this 
mnt  a  ^particular  examination,  although  I  con- 
fess I  could  never  perceive  how  a  power  to  "  estab- 
lish "  a  road,  could  be  deemed  an  authority  to  con- 
struct a  canal.  To  come  to  a  correct  conclusion 
on  this  point,  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  take 
language  in  its  usual  and  ordinary  sense.  The 
word  "establish,'^  as  applied  to  this  subject,  was 
taken  from  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  in  which 
a  power  was  given  to  the  United  States  "  to  estab- 
lisn  and  regulate  post  offices  from  one  State  to 
another,  throughout  the  United  States."  The  word 
occurs  twice  in  the  preamble,  and  three  times  in 
the  body  of  the  Constitution.  It  is,  in  every  in- 
stance, prescriptive  or  directory.  One  of  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Constitution,  as  mentioned  in  its  pre- 
amble, is,  to  ^^  establish  justice,"  not  to  create  it; 
but  to  prescribe  the  rule  by  which  it  is  to  be  ad- 
ministered. For  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
amble, *'We,  the  people,  ordain  and  establish," 
that  is,  decree  and  prescribe,  "  this  Constitution." 
The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  supreme  court, 
and  such  inferior  tribunals  as  Congress  shall  "or- 
dain and  establish."  Cons^ress  has  power  to  *'  es- 
tablish "  uniform  rules  of  naturalization,  and  to 
"  establish  "  post  offices.  In  all  these,  they  pre- 
scribe rules  and  duties  for  others.  With  these  in- 
stances before  u««,  and  these  are  all,  let  us  now  ap- 
ply the  word  to  post  roads,  and  it  is  plain,  that  the 
intent  must  have  been,  not  to  construct,  but  to 
prescribe  or  designate.  Had  the  Constitution  in- 
tended to  have  given  us  the  power  which  is  con- 
tended for,  it  would  have  used  a  word,  a  mono- 
syllable of  four  letters  only,  and  all  doubt  would 
have  been  removed.  The  word  "  make "  could 
never  have  been  misunderstood.  It  is  the  ordinary 
statute  word.  The  literal  definition  of  establish 
is,  to  fix  firmly,  to  settle ;  substitute  this  defini- 
tion for  the  word  itself,  and  read  the  clause, "  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  fix  and  settle  post  roads," 
and  no  mortal  would  suspect  that  we  nad  thereby 
the  power  to  make  them. 


« 


The  ordinary  meaning  of  the  word,  forbids  the 
construction  which  is  attempted.  Were  you  to 
order  your  servant  to  "  establish  "a  fire  for  yon,  he 
would  stare  at  you  with  astonishment  Should 
you  direct  your  tailor  to  "establish"  for  you  a 
coat  and  pantaloons,  surely  he  would  not  under- 
stand you,  and  be  more  likely  to  believe  that  you 
wished  him  to  put  them  on,  than  to  make  them 
for  you.  You  find,  moreover,  no  statate,  or  legal 
use  of  this  word,  that  will  justify  your  construc- 
tion. In  the  old  English  statutes  for  constructing 
highways,  the  words  are"  lay  and  make,''  or ^' lay 
out  and  make."  In  the  first  settlement  of  the 
colonies,  as  new  roads  were  continually  wanted, 
we  find  very  frequently,  in  their  laws,  the  appro- 
priate expressions  for  doing  the  act,  and  it  is  uni- 
formly "lay  out  and  make."  Such  is  the  casein 
the  States,  since  the  Revolution  ;  and,  indeed,  in 
the  States  of  Maryland  and  Indiana  they  have  re- 
cognised the  very  distinction  for  which  I  contend; 
for,  where  they  prescribe  or  ^j.  the  course  or  site, 
the  word  establish  is  used  ;  when  they  intend  to 
construct,  they  "  lay  out  and  make,"  or  "  opra." 
And  ever  since  the  adoption  of  this  Constitatioo, 
you  have  observed  the  same  distinction.  When 
you  intend  to  designate  only,  as  in  the  case  of  post 
roads,  you  "  establish ;"  when  you  would  construct, 
as  in  the  Cumberland  road,  your  language  is,  ^^to 
lay  out  and  make."  Hence,  sir,  the  literal,  ordi- 
nary, statute,  and  Constitutional  meaning,  all 
combine  to  deny  to  this  word  any  creative  power. 

But,  these  post  offices  and  post  road$  were  to  be 
established  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  in  the 
States.  There  are  three  classes  of  powers  in  the 
Constitution — exclusive,  alternate,  and  concurretit 
The  first  are  those  where  the  States  are  prohibit- 
ed, such  as  to  coin  money,  make  treaties,  &c.  The 
second,  those  which  belong  exclusively  to  Qs, 
while  we  continue  to  exercise  them,  but  when  we 
cease,  they  revert  to  the  States  ;  such  as  "  an  nni^ 
form  rule  of  naturalization,"  and  a  "uniform 
standard  of  weights  and  measures."  The  last, is 
where  both  may  exercise  them  at  the  same  time  J 
such  is  the  power  "  to  lay  and  collect  taxes."  Nowj 
what  is  the  character  of^lhis  power  over  post  roadsj 

and  to  which  of  these  classes  does  it  belong?  Caq 
a  State  exercise  it  while  it  is  exercised  by  Con^ 
gress  ?  Surely  the  States  never  intended  to  p'^i 
you  the  power  to  make  your  roads  where  you 
pleased,  and  divert  the  channels  of  in  forma  tioo 
from  their  ordinary  course,  without  reserving tc 
themselves  the  power  to  establish  such  astnel 
mi^ht  need.  It  then  comes  to  this  ;  if  you  havl 
a  right  to  make  your  own  roads,  for  your  u>^ 
they  retain  the  power  to  establish  State  post  road 
for  their  own  convenience.  But  the  fair  concW 
sion  is,  that  Congress  can  only  designate  existin 
roads,  and,  while  they  exercise  this  power,  tl 
States  cannot.  | 

I  know  it  will  be  said,  for  it  has  been  sa 
already,  that,  if  all  this  be  true,  the  power  is  i 
complete.  The  State  may  obstruct,  or  shut  \ 
their  roads,  and  subject  the  whole  establishmd 
to  their  control.  A  very  reasonable  suppositid 
Before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  the  p< 
pie  were  united  by  strong  ties,  and  one  of  the  i 
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jects  of  that  iDstrument  was,  "  to  form  a  more 
perfect  union."    They  can  never  dispense  with 
roads;  they  will  and  must  have  them  where  they 
ba?e  ifibabitants,  where  they  need  them  the  most, 
and  there  yoar  mail  can  be  carried,  and  nowhere 
else  was  it  intended  it  should  go.    Sir,  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  were  not  so  visionary  as  to 
pro?ide  against  mere   possible   dangers.    They 
f  oew  the  characteristic  propensity  of  the  people ; 
that  there  was,  always  had  been,  and  always 
would  be,  in  them,  a  most  unconquerable  thirst 
for  inforftiation.     This  propensity  is  proverbial, 
aod,  in  some  parts,  grown  almost  into  an  imperti- 
neoi  cariosity — so  much  so,  that  it  is  said  of  the 
?eQerabie  Franklin,   that,  when   he    iourneyed 
through  a  part  of  New  England,  and  had  occa- 
lioQ  to  stop  at  any  house,  he  would,  to  save  him- 
self trouble,  call  all  the  family  together,  inform 
tkm  that  his  name  was  Ben iamiu  Franklin,  that 
he  had  come  from  Philadelphia,  was  bound  to 
Boston,  what  was  his  business,  and  when  he  ex- 
pected to  return.    Have  you  ever  yet  known  the 
po^le  opposing  the  establishment  of  a  |iost  route 
near  them  ?    The  contest  is  always  for  it.    Wit- 
nes  the  scene  in  a  country  village,  when  the  post 
arrires.    The  tailor  quits  his  shears,  and  leaves 
his  goose  to  cool ;  the  blacksmith  loses  his  welding 
heat;  and  even  the  toper  foregoes  his  glass,  when 
^oit  to  his  lip,  and  all  gather  round,  to  hear  the 
newspapers.    '*  Houses  in  ashes,  and  the  fall  of 
stocks;  births,  deaths,  and  ^marriages ;"  political 
coflflicts,  personal  abuse,  poetry,  and  wit — non- 
sense, and  news — all  devoured  up  "  with  a  greedy 
ear,"  no  matter  whether  true  or  false.    Sir,  when 
this  inordinate  passion  for  news  shall  be  extin- 
guished, then  wul  have  arrived  that  dead  calm, 
that  lethargy  of  despotism,  which  never  afflicted 
iny  country ;  and,  when  that  shall  have  arrived, 
you  cannot  only  make  roads,  but  do  anv  thing 
^i%   You   may  imagine  a   thousand    dangers 
greater  than  thisj  you   may  suppose  that  the 
States  would  obstruct  your  Executive  and  Judicial 
officers  and  members  of  Congress,  and  this  is  to 
a&rd  you  a  pretext  for  Executive,  Judiciary,  and 
Coflgress  roads.     Sir,  in  our  search  for  power,  we 
^me  visionary  and    capricious.    A  political 
a&d  haman  constitution  have  a  striking  analogy. 
They  both  have  their  birth,  childhood,  maturity, 
a&d  old  age ;  and,  with  proper  care,  prudence, 
aad  diligence,  can  get  through  the  period  of  their 
nistence  with  comfort  and  honor  to  themselves, 
iod  leave,  perhaps,  a  comfortable  legacy  to  those 
who  succeed   them.    But  no  extravagance,  no 
wild  speculation — and,  particularly,  never  send 
for  the  doctor  before  you  are  sick.    The  epitaph — 
'^1  was  well,  and  would  be  better — I  took  phyrsic, 
^d  here  I  am,"  is  an  admonition  to  every  vision- 
ary legislator. 

I  come  now  to  a  provision  of  the  Constitution 
B^ueh  relied  on,  and  much  perverted ;  "  common 
^f«tiee  and  general  welfare."'  Here  an  honorable 
Bifmber  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton,)  found  his 
^iiiury  road.  The  syllogism  I  suppose  to  be 
^his:  Congress  has  power  to  provide  for  the  com- 
ffloa  defence  and  general  welfare — to  make  roads 
^fid  canals  is  for  the  common  defence  and  general 


welfare ;  therefore,  Congress  has  power  to  make 
roads  and  canals.  If  the  major  be  true,  I  admit 
the  conclusion,  or  any  other  conclusion,  to  do 
what  you  please.  But  this  is  no  grant  of  power ; 
it  is  the  apology  or  the  purpose  of  a  erant.  The 
words  of  the  grant  are,  "  to  lay  and  cmlect  taxes," 
dec,  "  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare,"  but  all  im- 
posts, &c.,  shall  be  equal.  Here  are  the  grant, 
the  object,  and  the  limitation  or  exception.  The 
preamble  to  the  Constitution  ^ives  you  the  end  or 
design.  The  means  are  provided  and  defined  in 
the  instrument  itself.  The  first  enumerated  was 
a  power  over  the  purse.  This  was  necessary,  but 
it  was  new,  and  one  of  which  the  people  of  the 
States  were  jealous.  A  reason  must  be  given  for 
this,  and  that  given  was  the  true  one;  it  was,  that 
they  might  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare,  as  defined 
in  the  Constitution.  II  you  have,  in  this  clause, 
four  distinct  enumerated  powers,  why  is  the  limi- 
tation or  exception  which  applies  to  the  first, 
placed  after  the  last?  If  "general  welfare"  is  a 
power  granted,  what  need  of  the  rest,  or  indeed 
of  any  other  ?  The  first  and  secon^  are  specific 
powers;  the  third  includes  them  both;  and  the 
fourth  swallows  up  all  three.  Besides,  it  would 
be  next  to  ridiculous  to  give  to  Congress  a  power 
"to  pay  debts."  There  is  a  grant  to  borrow 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  and 
by  another  provision,  debts  previously  contracted 
were  recognised  under  "  this  Constitution."  Now, 
as  he  who  contracts  a  debt,  must  necessarily  obli- 
gate for  its  payment,  no  such  grant  was  necessary, 
and  none  made.  This  "to  pay  the  debts"  was 
the  reason  and  purpose  of  the  grant  of  taxation, 
and  if  this,  so  were  those  of  common  defence  and 
general  welfare.  The  true  reason  for  the  phrase- 
ology was  to  save  the  necessity  of  repeating  the 
words  "  Congress  shall  have  power,"  at  the  be- 
ginning of  every  grant — otherwise  the  words 
would  have  stood  thus :  "  to  pay  the  debts  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare. Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  imposts,  &c.,  but  all  imposts,  dbc.  shall  be 
equal." 

If  these,  then,  are  not  grants  of  power,  neither 
are  they  an  unlimited  authority  to  appropriate 
money.  If  the  designs  in  the  preamble  are  to  be 
efifected  by  the  provisions  in  the  Constitution,  and 
in  no  other  way,  it  follows  that  this  is  the  case  in 
the  application  of  your  money.  Your  common 
defence  is  defined  in  the  Constitution,  and  extends 
to  protection  from  external  violence  and  internal 
feuds,  and  the  manner  of  protection  is  specially 
prescribed.  Your  general  welfare  extends  to  for- 
eign intercourse — justice  and  equality  among  the 
members  of  the  Confederacy — a  perpetuity  of  the 
Government — and  the  protection  ot  its  members 
in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  functions. 
Here,  too,  the  manner  is  prescribed  and  the  power 
limited  and  defined.  If,  then,  these  expressions 
are  restricted  and  definite,  it  follows  that  your 
money  can  only  be  applied  to  the  execution  of 
these  definite  Constitutional  powers. 

But,  in  these  latter  days,  a  new  sect  of  expound- 
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ers  of  the  CoDstitntion  has  sprung  up.  They  ad- 
mit that  this  power,  being  derivative,  cannot  be 
inferred  from  any  one  of  those  enumerated,  but  it 
may  from  all.  With  all  the  improvements  in  the 
science  of  chemistry,  no  one,  it  is  presumed,  ever 
suspected  that  it  would  be  used  to  expound  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  And  yet  such 
seems  to  be  the  fact.  These  wise  men  commence 
an  analysis  of  a  particular  power,  and  find  several 
ingredients  there ;  they  then  decompose  another, 
and  find  a  few  more  particles ;  and  so  on  through 
some  fifteen  or  twenty.  They  then  nut  their  re- 
sults together,  perform  the  process  ot  amalgama- 
tion— a  very  fashionable  process  at  this  time — 
and  thus  form  one  simple  substance,  which  they 
denominate  the  power  of  "  roads  and  canals,"  or 
*^  internal  improvement."  In  effect  it  amounts  to 
this:  This  power  is  not  "necessary  and  proper" 
for  the  execution  of  either  of  the  others,  but  for 
all.  No  one  requires  it,  yet  every  one  requires  it. 
Here  is  a  power  derivea  from  others,  different  in 
their  character — some  exclusive,  some  alternate, 
and  others  concurrent — and  pray  of  which  does 
this  partake  ?  What  are  the  complexion  and  fea- 
tures of  this  child  of  twenty  fathers?  Whose 
image  and  superscription  does  it  bear?  Sir,  I 
protest  I  cannot  reason  against  such  logic.  It 
transcends  my  limited  understanding.  But,  yield 
to  this,  and  where  are  you  to  stop  ?  It  can  be 
neither  limited  nor  defined.  It  is  an  ocean  without 
a  shore.  It  is,  indeed,  a  substantial,  efficient,  not 
an  imaginary  "great  central  power  unknown  to 
the  Constitution."  Its  centre  is  everywhere,  its 
circumference  nowhere.  Like  Omnipotence  it- 
self, no  mortal  eye  can  behold  it;  it  is  seen  only 
through  the  magnificence  of  its  works.  1  am 
aware  that  my  Constitutional  doctrines  are  old- 
fashioned.  The  love  of  power  is  inherent.  It  is 
often  sought  with  the  best  motives.  The  patriot 
is  apt  to  believe  that,  if  he  had  more  power,  he 
could  do  more  good ;  and  when  we  restrain  or 
circumscribe  him,  he  asks,  with  a  sigh,  What ! 
"  have  we  not  power  to  do  good  ?"  But  we  ought 
to  remember  that  this  power  to  do' good,  has  been 
the  plea  of  every  tyrant,  from  Nimrod,  the  hunter, 
down  to  Ferdinand,  the  beloved ;  and  when  ob- 
tained, they  have  reserved  the  good  to  themselves, 
and  entailed  the  slavery,  with  all  its  misery  and 
mischiefs,  on  those  who  granted  it  and  their  de- 
scendants. 

But  if  you,  by  searching,  can  find  this  power, 
what  good  is  to  result  from  its  exercise  ?  You 
now  can  scarcely  fulfil  your  legitimate  duties,  and 
are  wishing  to  throw  off  some  of  them  on  other 
departments.  And  while  your  business  is  multi- 
plying, you  will  introduce  into  Congress  a  sub- 
;(ect  more  perplexing,  one  which  will  excite  more 
jealousy,  provoke  more  discord,  and  induce  more 
management,  if  not  intrigue,  than  all  others  com- 
bined. 

Will  you  appropriate  equally  ?  To  do  this,  we 
must  first  ascertain  what  States  have  already  re- 
ceived any  thing,  and  how  much,  and  deduct  it 
from  their  share.  The  two  millions  for  the  Cum- 
berland road  must  be  put  into  a  common  fund, 
and  deducted  from  the  shares  of  those  States  which 


have  had  the  benefit  of  it.    Whose  turn  comes 
first?    This  is  a  very  important  inquiry.   The 
first  important  canal  you  construct  will  so  exhaust 
your  Treasury,  and  encumber  you  with  debt,  that 
it  will  be  the  fast.     What  is  your  rule  of  equality  1 
Among  the  States,  probably  according  to  their 
Representatives,  as  this  is  your  rule  of  taxation*, 
and,  if  you  proceed  in  this,  taxation  must  come. 
Now,  would  this  be  right  ?    In  the  canal  which 
is  to  unite  the  waters  ofthe  Chesapeake  aud  Del* 
aware,  the  State  of  Delaware  would  incur  most 
of  the  expense,  and  receive  least  of  the  profits.  la 
Maryland,  some  expense  and  considerable  profit. 
Pennsylvania,  none  of  the  expense  and  most  of 
the  profits.    Delaware  would  draw  one  part  ia 
213,  Maryland  9,  and  Pennsylvania  26. 

Will  you  divide  unequally  and  at  discretion  1 
Let  the  time  come  when  Congress  combine  and 
appropriate  money  for  the  benefit  of  a  majority, 
to  the  exclusion  of  a  minority,  and  your  Union  is 
in  the  most  imminent  peril.    Will  you  tell  New 
England  that,  since  they  have  made  their  roads 
at  their  own  expense,  that  you  will  now  take  their 
money  to  make  yours?    That,   although  roads 
across  the  mountams  give  a  direct  benefit  to  some 
States,  yet,  as  we  are  remotely  benefited,  we  have 
no  rignt  to  complain  ?    Begin  a  bargaining  sys- 
tem of  this  sort,  and  see  now  long  it  will  last. 
Treat  the  complaints  of  an  injured  minority  as  the 
*'  capricious  squalls  of  a  child,  which  does  not 
know  whether  it  is  aggrieved  or  not,"  and  see 
how  soon  '"  this  child  will  assume  the  voice  and 
courage"  and  strength  of  a  man.     Suppose  we 
should  succeed  in  throwing  back  od  you  your  own 
principles — suppose  we  should  attempt  a  system 
of  education  and  establish  a  national  university^ 
and  surely  nothing  can  be  more  emphatically  "  in- 
ternal improvement"  than  that  which  goes  to 
improve  the  human   mind — suppose  we  sboold 
make  a  donation  of  a  hundred  millions  to  Cam- 
bridge, whose  foundation  and  reputation  are  so 
well  established.    Location  is  nothing,  and  if  gen- 
tlemen in  the  South  and  West  would  be  obliged 
to  send  their  children  some  fifteen  hundred  miles, 
they  are  remotely  benefited,  and  must  not  com- 
plam. 

One.  and  not  the  least  of  the  evils  which  is  to 
result  irom  this  system,  is,  to  paralyze  the  exertions 
in  the  States.  They  will  always  expect  more  of 
you  than  you  can  perform.  They  will  neglect  X9 
improve  tneir  roads  in  waiting^  for  you,  and  they 
will  wait  in  vain.  The  ordinary  expenses,  in 
Maine,  of  repairing  and  making  roads,  is  not  less 
than  $300,000  annually.  Supposing  this  to  be  an 
average  with  the  other  States,  and  that  it  would 
cost  you  two  dollars  to  do  what  they  might  per- 
form for  one ;  the  annual  expenditures  for  ordinary 
repairs  would  exceed  $18,000,000.  If  you  add  to 
this  the  splendid  scheme  presented  by  the  honor- 
able member  from  Missouri,  in  his  amendment^ 
you  may  at  once  perceive  the  ordinary  revenues 
ofthe  United  States,  for  fifty  years,  would  not  ac- 
complish the  object.  Taxation,  internal,  direct, 
and  oppressive,  would  be  the  inevitable  result 

Sir,  gentlemen  who  would  commence  this  mad 
project,  are  bound  to  show  us  "the  ways  and 
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means."  Wbat  are  they  ?  You  have  read  of  a 
maa  who  began  his  house  without  funds — and 
how,  ^*  those  who  passed  hj  wagged  their  heads, 
and  said  one  to  another,  this  man  began  to  build, 
and  was  not  able  to  finish."  This  will  be  our 
case.  The  member  from  Missouri  has.  however, 
uodertaken  to  become  the  Minister  ot  Finance, 
and  "in  opening  the  budget,"  has  told  us  how  he 
wiJi  get  the  money.  He  is  first  to  take  that  paid 
to  the  Revolutionary  pensioners  after  they  are 
dead.  It  is  an  old  adage,  "  that  those  who  wait 
for  dead  men's  shoes  will  go  barefoot.''  And 
there  is  another  almost  as  true,  "  that  pensioners 
oeFer  die ;"  that  is,  I  presume,  never  die  off  the 
list.  Not  that  I  wish  the  old  fellows  to  die.  God 
preserve  them,  I  say,  many  years.  They  will 
serve  to  call  to  our  remembrance  the  principles  of 
the  Revolution,  and  which  are  now  almost  forgot- 
tea.  But,  sir^if  we  continue  as  ingenious  in  find- 
ing out  means  of  expenditure  as  we  now  are,  if 
that  honorable  member  will  present  us  a  few  more 
expeditions  to  the  Upper  Falls  of  the  Missouri,  to 
protect  trespasses  on  the  Indians,  I  strongly  sus- 
pect that  the  fruit  of  this  tree  will  be  picked  up 
quite  as  fast  as  it  falls.  His  next  source  of  revenue 
is  derived  from  a  cessation  of  the  annual  appro- 
priation for  the  public  buildings.  If  he  calculates 
that  for  fifty  years  we  shall  expend  less  than  we 
do  DOW  in  this  city,  he  calculates  without  his  host. 
Bat  when  the  fortifications  are  finished  !  Oh  then, 
to  be  sure !  Stop  a  little.  Look  at  the  reports  and 
pJaosofyour  War  Department,  and  $20,000,000 
wiJi  not  complete  the  works  in  contemplation. 
And  his  supposition  that  the  gradual  increase  of 
the  revenue  will  yield  a  surplus,  is  altogether  as 
vuiooary.  The  honorable  member  forgot  to  re- 
member that  the  increase  of  expenditure  has.  far 
surpassed  that  of  the  income.  In  1803,  the  public 
debt  was  about  ^0,000,000,  receipU  $14,000,000, 
aod  the  expenses  of  Government  between  three  and 
bur  millions.  At  this  time  the  public  debt  is  about 
$90,000,000;  the  average  income  $19,000,000, 
aod  the  ordinary  expenditures  $11,000,000;  of 
the  income  is  $1,500,000,  annual  sale  of  public 
lands— a  fund  always  diminishing.  The  Sinking 
PuQd,  as  established  in  1817,  with  proper  economy, 
would  by  this  time  have  reduced  our  public  debt 
to  forty  instead  of  ninety  millions. 

Sir,  for  twenty  years,  the  surplus  revenue  de- 
rived from  the  sources  suggested  by  the  honorable 
member,  would  not  be  sufficient  to  complete  Goose 
Creek  Canal.     But,  sir,  I  have  already  dwelt  too 
loog  on  this  disgusting  scheme  and  its  disastrous 
results.    For  my  constituents,  I  see  nothing  but 
^es,  taxes  without  any  the  least  equivalent — I 
i^  that  the  Constitution  is  made  to  mean  just 
vbat  the  interest  of  a  majority  shall  dictate ;  that 
ihe  rights  of  the  States  are  nominal — and  that  this 
measure  is  to  reduce  them  below  the  grade  of  petty 
corporations.     And  where  can  the  encroachment 
^resisted  ?     No  where  but  in  this  Senate.     For 
*bU  purpose  were  we  ordered  to  this  post.     The 
States  expect  us  to  do  our  duty.    We  should  never 
surrender.     If  we  fall  in  the  conflict  our  country 
will  consecrate  our  fame.    Twice,  within  my 
experience,  has  this  Senate  stood  firm,  and  re- 


fused to  admit  a  State  into  the  Union,  shorn  in 
the  least  of  the  political  powers  enjoyed  by  the 
rest ;  and  that,  too,  against  strong  popular  excite- 
ment. Once,  at  least,  have  we  stood  firm  and 
fast  against  Executive  power,  and  in  spite  of 
strong  partialities.  I  trust  that  we  shall  not  yet 
give  way,  but  stand  to  our  duty  like  the  rock  ia 
the  ocean,  which  defies  the  storm. 


Thdrsoay,  April  22. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Rezin 
Rawlings  and  John  Locke,  executors  of  Daniel 
Rawlings ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  John  A. 
Webster,  late  sailing-master  in  the  naval  service 
of  the  United  States,  praying  indemnity  for  pro- 
perty lost  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  being  the  consideration,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  of  the  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  "  to  procure  the  necessary  sur- 
veys tor  roads  and  canals,"  together  with  a  new 
bill,  proposed  by  Mr.  Benton,  as  a  substitute  for 
that  bill.    Mr.  Barbour  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  again  took  the  floor, 
and  concluded  the  speech  which  he  commenced 
yesterday,  against  both  the  bill  and  the  proposed 
amendment,  as  given  entire  in  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  Chandler  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  inserting  a  proviso  requiring  the  assent  of 
three-fourths  of  the  States,  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  contemplated  surveys.  This 
was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Talbot  opposed  the  amendment,  on  the 

S round  that  a  bill,  of  the  vast  extent  proposed  by 
f  r.  Benton,  could  not  possibly  be  matured  at  the 
present  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Smith  considered  the  original  bill,  as  it 
came  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  merely 
authorizing  the  President  to  take  a  topographical 
view  of  the  United  States,  and  did  not  consider 
it  as  involving  the  question  of  the  constitutionality 
of  making  roads  and  canals. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for.  The 
question  was  then  declared  to  be  upon  striking  out 
the  original  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  made  a  few  remarks 
in  favor  of  the  bill.  He  contended  for  the  power, 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  to  make  roads  and  canals. 
Independent  of  the  Constitutional  question,  he 
thought  this  appropriation  ought  to  be  made,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  topographical  information. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  honorable  member  from 
Kentucky,  who  has  just  sat  down,  has  endeavored 
to  soothe  our  fears  as  to  this  bill,  by  representing 
it  as  only  a  harmless  measure,  not  creating  either 
roads  or  canals,  and  only  providing  for  surveying 
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extensively,  and  employing  engineers  now  in  pay, 
at  the  trining  expense  of  $30,000.  The  foolish 
Trojans  regarded  the  wooden  horse  prepared  by 
the  cunning  Greeks,  as  harmless;  demolished  a 
part  of  their  walls  for  its  introduction ;  and  their 
city  was  destroyed.  Does  this  bill  contain  in  its 
womb  fewer  combustibles,  or  such  as  are  less 
likely  te  inflame  eeoeraphical  interests,  and  de- 
stroy the  Union,  should  we  provide  for  their  in- 
troduction, by  levelling  those  outworks  by  which 
the  Constitution  is  defended?  The  honorable 
member  from  Missouri  has  candidly  removed  the 
mask,  with  which  the  design  is  endeavored  to  be 
concealed  by  the  bill,  and  designated  certain  roads 
and  canals  to  be  made  in  the  amendment  he  has 
proposed;  the  expense  of  which  would  amount 
to  incomputable  millions.  The  whole  subject  of 
roads  and  canals  is  therefore  before  the  Senate. 

After  the  admirable  argument  we  have  heard 
from  the  honorable  memoer  from  Maine,  (Mr. 
Holmes,)  with  which  I  concur  except  as  to  a 
single  point,  it  may  seem  ^resumption  in  me,  to 
attempt,  or  to  hope  I  shall  be  able,  to  add  any 
thing  new ;  and  it  I  should  fail,  I  must  throw  my- 
self on  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate.  Had  the 
heathen  deities  been  now  alive,  I  might  have  in- 
voked ^sculapius,  Minerva,  and  even  Mom  us, 
to  aid  me  in  the  effort ;  or  had  our  two  old  par- 
ties, g;uided  and  designated  by  comprehend ble 
principles,  yet  existed,  I  might  have  addressed 
myself  to  them.  But  all  I  can  now  do  is  to  call 
up  a  jury  before  the  eyes  of  the  Senate,  de  media- 
tate  linguce,  composed  of  the  most  eminent  ghosts 
of  these  parties,  with  General  Washington  their 
foreman.  Is  it  not  certain  that  they  would  unan- 
imously agree  in  a  verdict,  that  this  mternal  power 
now  claimed,  was  unconstitutional?  Although 
these  parties  are  dead,  new  ones  have  arisen  even 
better  defined  by  their  names  and  principles,  both 
imported  from  France,  where  they  are  in  full 
operation;  namelv,  ultras  and  radicals.  The  first 
party,  striving  daily  to  overturn  the  charter  grant- 
ed to  the  people  by  a  King;  the  second,  adhering 
to  the  roots  or  principles  of  that  charter.  The 
same  is  the  case  as  to  our  Constitution.  The 
plumes  of  our  parties  are  respectively  composed, 
one  of  a  single  white  feather,  the  other  of  feathers 
of  various  colors,  among  which  there  is,  unfor- 
tunately, a  white  one  also ;  and  whenever  the  radi- 
cal party  are  influenced  by  any  project,  dictated 
by  local  interest  or  prejudice,  it  most  injudiciously 
picks  out  of  its  crest  ail  the  other  feathers,  retains 
one  only,  mounts  the  white  cockade,  and  acts 
upon  occasion  after  occasion  with  its  adversary. 

Thus  the  constitutionality  of  the  claim  on  be- 
half of  the  Federal  Grovemment  to  exercise  local 
internal  powers,  as  in  the  case  of  roads  and  canals, 
is  gradually  gaining  ground  by  the  acts  of  those 
who  deny,  theoretically,  the  principle. 

Let  us  examine  the  grounds  upon  which  this 
Federal  power  is  inferred,  by  the  radical  party, 
from  the  Constitution,  through  th^  influence  of 
local  calculations.  The  chief  reliance  is  placed 
upon  the  word  "  establish."    Congress  shall  have 

Eower   "to  establish  post  roads?'     This  word 
as  been  expounded  by  Congress  itself,  from  the 


adoption  of  the  Constitution ;  when  its  mean- 
ing was  fresh,  down  to  the  present  time,  when  its 
meaning  is  questioned,  by  some  thousaads  of  con- 
structions. It  has  passed  a  multitude  of  laws  to 
establish,  and  many  to  discontinue  post  roads. 

Was  any  road  ever  actually  made  in  virtue  of 
the  word  estaiblishf  or  ever  obliterated  or  shot  up, 
in  virtue  of  the  word  diseoniiviue  ?  Did  Congress, 
in  any  one  of  these  numerous  instances,  construe 
the  word  establish  as  equivalent  to  the  word  maJIse? 
The  mail  is  directed  to  pass  from  one  place  to 
another,  without  making  a  road  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  word  establish  was  never  contemplated  as 
requiring  that  a  road  should  be  made  to  comply 
with  the  laws.    These  contemporaneous  and  con- 
tinued constructions  seem  to  be  conclusive.     Bat, 
are  canalSy  also,  now  united  with  roads,  justified 
by  the  word  establish  7    Happily,  the  Constitution 
does  not  give  to  Congress  a  power  to  estaldish 
post  canals.    When  the  two  powers,  therefore, 
are  united,  it  is  evident  that  no  reliance  is  placed 
on  the  word  establish,  as  it  relates  to  roads,  because 
canals,  to  which  that  word  does  not  extend,  are 
associated  with  them. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
tution have  themselves,  in  the  third  sentence,  after 
using  the  word  establish,  indicated  the  meaning 
thejr  applied  to  it.  Power  to  amsHtuts  tribunals 
is  given  to  Congress.  This  is  a  word  equivulent 
to  create  or  nuSx.  Congress  are,  therefore,  em- 
powered to  create  inferior  tribunals,  because  they 
could  not  exist  without  such  creation,  and  only 
to  establish  post  roads,  because  roads  mi^ht  and 
did  exist  without  any  necessity  for  maEin^  or 
creating  them  by  Congress.  And  according  to 
this  plain  distinction  between  the  words,  exhibited 
by  .the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  Congress  has 
invariably  legislated.  It  has  made  or  created  tri- 
bunals, and  selected  roads  for  mail  routes.  If  it 
had  selected  State  courts  for  inferior  Federal  tri- 
bunals, and  made,  created,  or  constituted  roads 
and  canals,  it  would  have  wandered  from  the 
Constitution  in  both  cases. 

The  next  clause  of  the  Constitution  resorted  to, 
for  the  purpose  of  justifying  a  Federal  power  to 
make  State  roads  and  canals,  is  in  these  words  : 
'*  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  among  the  several  States, 
and  with  Indian  tribes."  Whether  the  word  com- 
merce is  used  in  a  general  or  restricted  sense,  is 
the  question.    If  in  a  general  and  unrestricted 
sense,   it   would   reach   the   whole    inlercourse 
among  men,  and  even  include  the  connubial. 
There  could  not  exist  anv  social  intercourse  whicb 
it  would  not  include,  and  the  Federal  Gk>verninenc 
would  receive  from  this  clause  an  absolute,  con- 
solidated, and  unlimited  power;  for  what  power 
can  exceed  that  of  regulating  the  whole  intev^- 
course  or  commerce  of  the  members  composing  & 
society  ? 

It  must,  therefore,  have  been  used  in  a  restricted 
sense,  to  sustain  the  intention  of  the  Consrituttan 
to  create  a  limited  Federal  Government.  To  en- 
force the  restriction  intended  by  the  word  "  con»— 
merce,"  the  United  States  are  placed  between 
foreign  nations  and  Indian  tribes,  as  if  to  fortifV 
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tbem  on  both  sides,  against  applying  a  meaning  to 
the  word  '^commerce"  in  their  case,  which  was 
not  applicable  to  it  in  the  cases  of  foreign  nations 
aod  lodiaa  tribes.    Does  the  word  "  commerce" 
ffire  a  power  to  Congress  to  make  roads  and  canals 
tor  these  nations  and  tribes  ?    If  not,  as  this  word 
\s  used  in  the  clause  as  equally  applicable  to  all 
three  of  its  members,  it  follows,  irresistibly,  that  it 
does  not  empower  Conjn'ess  to  make  roads  and 
canab  for  the  States.    Does  it  empower  Coo^preas 
to  reffolate  wealth  and  poverty  among  the  indi- 
ridoals  composing  foreign  nations,  or  between 
lodian  tribes?    If  not,  it  follows,  as  conclusively, 
that  ie  does  not  give  Congress  a  power  to  regu- 
late wealth  or  poverty,  either  between  the  States, 
or  between  the  individuals  composing  a  State. 
The  words  <<  to  regulate  commerce,"  being  used 
in  reference  to  three  subjects,  without  any  distinc- 
tion  between  them,  are  used  in  the  same  sense  as 
to  all,  and  a  construction  obviously  absurd  as  to 
two,  must  be  equally  so  as  to  the  third.    A  con- 
trary  eonstraction  would  degrade  the  States  be- 
low the  Indian  tribes.  Their  consent  is  asked,  and 
nsaally  bought ;  nor  is  a  road  made  through  their 
temtorf  without  obtaining  it ;  and  it  is,  I  soj^xne, 
opon  this  Indian  authority  that  the  consent  of  a 
State  is  considered  by  some  gentlemen  as  convey- 
ing a  nower  to  Congress  to  make  raads  and  canais, 
and  atso  to  buy  and  hold  lands. 

Let  us,  sir,  examine  this  doctrine.  Nations  un- 
restricted by  any  compact,  are  not  in  the  situation 
of  the  United  States.  Their  governments  may 
^ant  or  sell  powers  to  other  governments,  and. 
among  them,  the  power,  in  one,  of  making  a  road 
or  canal ;  or  that  of  baying  and  holding  lands 
within  the  territory  of  another.  But  both  the 
Federal  and  State  governments  are  subjected  to 
the  rotrictions  of  *a  compact.  The  former  can 
onljr  obtain  specified  and  limited  possessions  with- 
ifl  the  territories  of  a  State,  with  their  consent, 
and  the  latter  are  restricted  from  enlarging  the 
powers  of  the  Federal  Qovernment,  except  by  the 
coQseot  of  a  large  majority  of  the  States;  and 
o^er  all  acquisitions  of  landed  property  which  the 
Federal  Government  can  constitutionally  obtain, 
that  Government  is  invested  with  exclusive  lej^s- 
latioo.  Can  it  obtain  any  landed  property  with- 
^t  acquiring  the  exclusive  legislation  attached, 
^  the  Constitution,  to  all  that  species  of  property 
^hich  it  is  allowed  to  acquire ;  or  is  there  any  in- 
^tioQ  in  the  Constitution  allowing  the  Federal 
^Temment  to  acquire  landed  property  without 
tbe  concomitant  of  exclusive  legislation,  attached 
^all  such  acquisitions  allowed  to  be  made  by  the 
^<»Q5Cit!iUott  ?  By  what  tenure  would  the  Federal 
^Temment  hold  lands,  acquired  by  the  consent 
^  a  State?  Would  the  tenure  be  a  mortmain, 
|^<^<ltl,  or  personal  and  allodial.  Every  State  has 
l^vs  for  r^fulating  the  titles  to  real  property.  Is 
^^  a  title  in  the  Federal  Government  provided 
for  \pf  any  of  w^eat  laws?  In  what  character  could 
It  sustaiQ  iiQ  ejectment  against  an  intruder?  The 
defendant  is  not  bound  to  prove  any  title,  but  the 
plaiotif  iQiist  show  one  under  the  State  laws,  be- 
fore he  can  recover.  By  these  laws  no  associa- 
tion or  eorpocation  can  acquire  or  hold  lands, 


unless  empowered  to  do  so  by  a  special  law  of  the 
State.  If  associations  of  individuals  can  hold 
them,  exonerated  from  the  laws  of  descent,  and 
transmissible  to  successors,  then  religious  or  any 
other  associations  might  hold  lands  in  an  associ* 
a  ted  capacity. 

To  avoid  so  obvious  an  evil,  there  are  but  two 
cases,  generally  speaking,  in  which  the  title  to 
lands  can  be  sustained — tnose  of  inheritance  and 
corporations,  under  positive  laws  conveying  the 
right.  The  power  of  the  Federal  Government  to 
hold  land  within  a  State,  by  consent,  gift,  or  pur* 
chase,  must  come  within  the  purview  ot  one  of 
these  cases.  Individual  inheritance  is  out  of  the 
question.  A  corporate  right  is  the  only  inquiry. 
I  both  admit  and  contend,  that  the  Federal  Gov* 
emment  is  extremely  similar  to  a  corporation.  It 
received,  and  exists,  under  a  charter  granted  by 
sovereign  States,  stipulating  that  this  charter 
should  not  be  altered  except  in  specified  modes. 
The  charter  bestows  upon  it  no  right  to  acquire 
or  hold  land«  except  in  specified  cases,  to  all  of 
which  exclusive  legislation  is  attached.  It  is  true, 
that  refuge  against  these  arguments  is  sought  for, 
under  the  idea  of  some  indefinite  character  at- 
tached to  the  word  govemmmU;  but,  if  this  evasion 
is  sound,  the  Federal  Government  ceases  to  be 
limited  by  the  Constitution,  its  only  character;  and 
the  novel  result  ensues,  that  thirteen  soverei cities, 
now  twenty-four,  become  the  creatures  of  their 
own  creature. 

Farther  to  evade  it,  we  are  frequently  told,  that 
the  Federal  Government  has  purchased  Louisiana, 
and  sundry  extensive  tracts  of  country ;  and  that, 
if  these  acquisitions  are  justifiable,  the  acquis!* 
tions  of  land  by  it,  within  a  State,  must  also  be 
proper.  The  reply  is,  that  all  these  territorial 
acquisitions,  whether  from  France,  Spain,  or  the 
Indians,  have  been  made  under  the  treaty-making 
power,  given  to  tbe  Federal  Government  by  the 
Constitution.  But  these  acquisitions  are  not 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Federal  Government, 
or  to  increase  its  Constitutional  power,  but  for 
the  benefit  of  the  confederated  States,  and  to 
increase  the  power  of  their  Union.  For  this 
latter  purpose,  and  not  to  aggrandize  the  Federal 
Government^  the  treaty-making  power,  by  which 
these  acquisitions  were  obtained,  only  made  the 
Federal  Ghavernmenta  trustee,  of  which  the  clause 
for  converting  them  into  States  is  almost  a  de- 
monstration. 

As  to  this  point,  if  a  State  can  give  or  sell  to 
the  Federal  Government  a  part  of  itself,  except  in 
the  permitted  cases,  or  five  or  sell  to  Congress 
any  judicial  or  legislative  power  at  all,  it  may 
transfer  to  it  all  its  rights,  violate  the  Federal 
compact,  and  disorder  or  destroy  its  division  of 
powers. 

The  last  source  from  which  the  power  to  make 
roads  and  canais  is  attempted  to  be  extracted,  is 
the  right  to  make  war,  and  to  this  power  that  of 
taxation  has  been  united,  for  the  sake  of  tbe  in- 
ference, that  the  endowment  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment with  these  two  mighty  powers,  precludes 
the  idea  of  its  not  possessing  the  compiaratively 
inferior  powers  of  making  roads  and  canals ;  and 
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that  these  great  powers  may  be  better  executed, 
by  the  iaference,  that  these,  and  ail  the  other  iDfe- 
rior  powers  conveoient  to  them,  were  constrac- 
lively  bestowed.  The  confidence  supposed  to  be 
placed  in  the  Federal  Government  by  the  grant 
of  the  two  great  powers,  is  considered  as  a  proof 
that  the  States  did  not  intend  to  withhold  from 
that  Government  the  minor  powers  of  making 
roads  and  canals :  since  every  minor  power  what- 
soever may  be  considered  as  havinpr  some  influ- 
ence, near  or  remote,  upon  the  major  powers  of 
war  and  taxation.  Thus,  ail  minor  powers  are 
absorbed  by  these  two  greater  powers,  and  the 
States  possess  no  reserved  powers,  unless  such  as 
are  of  greater  magnitude  than  those  of  war  and 
taxation.  The  exploded  docrines  of  allegiance 
and  protection  are  thus  substantially  revived,  and  a 
complete  subjection  substituted  for  the  sovereignty 
of  the  States.  The  law  of  power  is  substituted 
for  the  law  of  compact,  and  the  ancient  club  law, 
invented  by  one  Hercules,  is  revived.  He  used  it 
to  kill  wild  beasts ;  a  precedent  for  UBing  it  to  kill 
State  rights;  and  Cssar's  famous  doctrine,  infer- 
ring that  money  and  men  were  irresistible,  is  pro- 
posed for  the  adoption  of  public  opinion.  These 
oeing  given  to  tne  Federal  Government,  State 
rights  ought  of  course  fall  before  their  prowess. 
It  is,  in  truth,  both  the  theory  and  practice  of  the 
Holy  Alliance.  Guns  are  substituted  for  clubs, 
money  for  justice,  and  Naples  and  Spain  have  felt 
the  force  of  this  mode  of  reasoning. 

It  was  said  by  an  honorable  member  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  denied  by  an  honorable  member  from 
Maryland,  that  Congress  had  heretofore  asserted 
the  power  of  the  Federal  Government  to  make 
roads  and  canals ;  and  the  first  gentleman  urged 
the  decision  as  an  authority  suflicient  to  establish 
the  power.  If  authority,  and  not  the  Constitution, 
is  to  decide  this  ouestion,  that  which  certainly 
exists,  will  overbalance  that  which  is  denied  to 
exist ;  especially  when  it  proceeds  from  an  unex- 
pected quarter,  warped  by  no  prejudice  in  favor 
of  State  rights,  as  Congress  might  possibly  have 
been  in  favor  of  Federal  powers.  In  the  decision 
of  the  New  York  steamboat  case  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  it  is  asserted,  that 
''  the  completely  internal  commerce  of  a  State, 
'  then,  may  be  considered  as  reserved  for  the 
'  State  itself,  and  turnpike  roads,  ferries,  &c.,  are 
'  component  parts  of  this  mass."  A  power  to  make 
roads  and  canals  is  claimed  upon  the  ground, 
that  they  are  appurtenances  of  commerce.  Ad- 
mitting them  to  be  so,  then  the  decision  of  the 
court,  that  the  reservation  of  internal  commerce 
to  the  States  is  complete^  includes  roads  and  canals 
as  appurtenances  of  this  internal  commerce,  and 
the  principle  upon  which  the  inference  is  founded, 
assigning  a  power  to  make  them  to  Congress,  is 
adverse  to  the  conclusion.  The  power  over  exter- 
nal commerce,  with  its  legitimate  appurtenances, 
is  given  to  the  Federal  Government ;  that  over 
internal  commerce,  says  the  court,  is  completely 
reserved  to  the  States.  Are  roads  and  canals  ap- 
purtenances of  external  or  internal  commerce? 
The  court  say  that  roads,  ferries,  dbc,  constitute 
a  portion  of  the  "  mass"  of  powers,  appertaining 


to  internal  commerce,  reserved  with  it  to  the 
States  **  completely." 

Having  passed  rapidly  over  the  constnictioD  of 
the  Constitution  involved  in  the  qoesUoa  con- 
cerning roads  and  canals,  I  will  now  conciaelf 
advert  to  the  expediency  of  the  policy  proposed. 
It  is  obvious  that,  wherever  the  exercise  of  local 
internal  powers  begins,  representation  rads,  ht* 
cause  Congress,  acting  by  a  majority^  wiihoot 
local  fellow  feeling,  can  never  constitute  a  repre* 
sentation  of  the  geographical  interests  sod  cli- 
mates at  the  extremities  of  the  United  Sutef,! 
North  or  South,  East  or  West.  But  this  objec 
tion,  sustained  by  the  soundest  principle  for  i! 
preservation  of  a  free  Government,  if  anj  soel 
principle  exists,  is  evaded  both  by  the  tar^ 
mteroai  improvement  projects,  by  delusive  pi 
ises  to  compensate  the  suiferers.  These  pro^ 
are  near  relations,  good  friends,  and  kind  oe 
bors  to  each  other.  They  will,  therefore, 
doubtedly  carry  into  effect  the  doctrine  of  c 
pensations  between  themselves,  so  long  as 
must  unite  to  succeed.  But  when,  in  fact  or 
history,  was  it  ever  known  that  tne  thief  or 
robber,  nations  or  geographical  districts, 
interest  or  combined  capitalists,  transferred 
money  of  others  to  themselves  by  fraud,  force, 
law,  in  order  to  make  compensations,  or  obui 
any  local  advantage  for  themselves  with  as 
tention  of  bestowing  on  those  at  whose  exp< 
they  obtained  it  an  equivalent  local  advacts 
The  idea  is,  indeed,  suggested,  of  giving  mc 
to  the  States,  in  proportion  to  their  popuiaiioa 
be  employed  in  local  improvements.  But  wl 
can  be  gained  by  this,  except  an  enhancemeotj 
expense,  and  an  increase  of  patronage?  All 
jects  for  transferring  the  property  of  some 
to  others  are  produced  by  speculations  precii 
opposite  to  an  intention  of  compensating  the  lo 
Partiality,  and  a  design  to  gain  and  to  kee{ 
much  money,  and  as  many  exclusive  advaot 
as  possible,  suggest  them  before  their  birth, 
sustain  them  as  long  as  they  live.  In  the  ca 
roads  and  canals,  this  partiality  would  inerit 
ensue  from  the  incurable  inemciency  of  the 
resentation  in  Congress  to  exercise  local  po 
either  with  justice  or  discretion.  The  att 
will  scatter  the  flames  of  discord,  and  the  frai 
of  combinations,  among  the  States,  which 
probably  destroy  their  union ;  so  that  this  lit  ^ 
harmless,  thirty  thousand  dollar  bill,  is  not  ooTj 
fraught  with  inconceivable  millions  of  expense 
but  with  an  inconceivable  number  of  causes  to 
partialities  and  discord. 

Hut  it  may  be  said  that  these  are  fears  of  theon 
and  that  they  are  proved  to  be  groundless  by  th 
evidence  of  experience.  In  order  to  establish  th 
fitness  of  Congress  for  internal  improvements,  an 
the  economical  application  of  money  to  these  ot 
jects,  we  mav  be  called  upon  to  open  our  ey< 
and  contemplate  its  exploits.  We  behold  its  tast 
and  progress  in  the  beautiful  internal  impron 
ments,  exhibited  in  the  Capitol  square  and  tli 
grounds  about  the  President's  house,  aitboog 
they  consist  of  several  acres,  and  have  not  ^ 
joyed  the  benefit  of  Congressional  capacity  f< 
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ioternal  improvements  for  more  than  thirty-five 
Tears.  We  behold  a  botanic  garden  from  an  emi- 
Bnee,  disclosing  all  its  splendors,  and  inspiring 
an  ecsUcjr,  causing  as  to  regret  that  Linnseus  is 
Botalire,  that  we  might  send  for  him  to  participate 
m  the  delightful  spectacle.  And  we  have  only  to 
refer  to  a  succession  of  laws  concerning  the  Cum- 
berland road,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  degree  of 
ecoooiDj  with  which  Congress  is  capable  of  ef- 
fecting iocemal  improvements,  equal  in  cheapness 
and  hnutj  to  those  I  have  enumerated — improve- 
ments which  may  chain  the  States  together,  and 
becoflie  a  happy  substitute  for  the  decaying  prin- 
ciple of  a  division  of  powers,  so  that  when  they 
case  to  be  united  by  the  Constitution,  they  may 
be  kept  together  by  roads  and  canals. 

Weighty  as  this  argument,  derived  from  ezpe- 
rieoee,  may  be  viewed  by  some,  to  establish  the 
fitness  of  the  Federal  Government  for  internal 
)opro?emen(s,  yet  it  cannot  obliterate  from  my 
mind  a  conviction,  long  nourished,  as  the  best 
Mcnrity  for  human  liberty  and  happiness,  it  hav- 
ing been  planted  there  bjr  almost  all  political 
patriots  who  have  taken  it  into  consiueration, 
oameljr,  that  the  policy  of  leaving  individuals, 
partnerships,  and  States,  as  much  as  possible  to 
porsae  their  own  interest,  in  their  own  way,  is 
the  only  good  evidence  that  the  Government  is 
founded  in  reason  and  justice,  and  not  in  error 
and  fraud. 
When  Mr.  Tatlor  had  concluded — 
The  question  on  striking  out  the  original  bill 

vas  thea  pot,  and  decided  in  the  negative The 

yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows : 

Teai— Measn.  Barbonr,  Bell,  Benton,  Branch, 
Chiiidler,  Clayton,  D' Wolf,  Edwards,  Elliot,  Gaillard, 
Holnct  of  Maine,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  8. 
Johnston  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New  York,  Knight, 
IbcoD,  Hills,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van  Buren, 
uul  WtllUms— 21. 

XiTi--Mes8TS.  Barton,  Brown,  Dickeraon,  Eaton, 
Fiadlajr,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Missiseippi,  Jackson, 
iohnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd  of 
Utrjftnd,  Lowrie,  MclWaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rug- 
Sk  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Van  Dyke, 
«d  Wtre— 21. 

The  Senate  having  thus  refused  to  strike  out  the 
^oal  bill,  the  question  recurred  upon  that  bill. 
^'  Hayne  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
^  the  subject  be  postponed  to  Monday  next.  This 
motion  gave  rise  to  a  short  desultory  debate,  be- 
tween Messrs.  Finolat,  Noble,  and  Brown.  It 
was  superseded,  however,  by  a  motion  to  adjourn, 
^hich  was  carried  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
Chair;  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  23. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Secretary  o^ 
War  was  required  to  report  to  the  Senate  how  far 
«P  act  has  been  executed,  entitled  **An  act  for  the 
mief  of  Nimrod  Farrow,  Richard  Harris,  and 
yieir  secorities,"  approved  3d  March,  1823. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  memorial  of  £.  Lit- 

aI-  !^^^**'?  ^f  Philadelphia,  praying  that  no 

i<ldiiionai  duties  may  be  imposed  on  imported 


books ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iiiformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz :  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  an  act,  approved  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1819.  entitled  *An  act  providing  for  the 
correction  ot  errors  in  making  entries  of  land  at 
the  land  offices,"  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  certain  fortifications  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1824;"  "An  act  changing  the  mode  of 
surveying  the  public  lands  on  any  river,  lake, 
bayou,  or  water  course,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
and  Territory  of  Arkansas ;"  and  "An  act  grant- 
ing to  the  counties  or  parishes  of  each  State  and 
Territory  of  the  United  States,  in  which  the  pub- 
lic lands  are  situated,  the  right  of  nre-emptioa  to 
quarter  sections  of  land,  for  seats  or  justice  within 
tne  same:"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Barton  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
29th  of  December  last,  directing  an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  exposing  the  salines  and  lead 
mines  of  the  United  States  to  public  sale.  Mr. 
B.  stated  that,  when  this  resolution  was  referred, 
the  committee  had  directed  an  inquiry  to  be  made 
of  the  quantity  of  land  reserved  from  sale  as  sa- 
lines and  lead  mines ;  of  the  leases  that  had  here- 
tofore been  made  of  mines  and  salines,  and  the 
proceeds  thereof  to  the  Treasury — that  it  had  not 
been  in  the  power  of  the  Department  to  furnish 
that  information,  until  a  late  day,  owing  to  the 
want  of  proper  returns  to  the  Department ;  and 
that,  from  the  late  period  of  the  session,  the  com- 
mittee believed  it  impracticable  to  mature  any 
measure  upon  this  subject  at  the  present  session  ; 
and  had,  therefore,  instructed  him  to  submit  this 
motion. 

The  committee  was  discharged  accordingly. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  being  the  bill  from  the  other 
House  "  to  provide  for  the  necessary  surveys  for 
roads  and  canals ;"  Mr.  Barbour  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Talbot  rose,  in  explanation  of  some  re- 
marks he  had  heretofore  made  on  this  subject.  He 
conceived  that  no  gentleman,  by  voting  for  this 
bill,  would .  thereby  pledge  himself  to  support  a 
general  system  of  internal  improvements,  when 
the  same  should  be  brought  forward. 

Mr.  Smith  thought  that  the  passage  of  this  bill 
might,  hereafter,  be  taken  as  a  recognition  of  the 
power  of  Congress  to  construct  roads  and  canals ; 
ne  feared  that  it  might  be  considered  as  the  enter- 
ing wedge  to  the  great  system  of  improvements, 
the  power  to  adopt  which,  he  for  one  was  not  dis- 
posed to  admit.  He,  therefore,  proposed  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  attaching  to  it  a  proviso,  "  that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  taken  to  affirm  or  admit 
the  power  of  Congress,  on  their  own  authority, 
to  make  roads  and  canals  in  any  State  of  the 
Union." 

Mr.  Rgggles  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
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the  principles  of  the  bill,  and  of  pursuing  such 
lAeasures  as  would  tend  to  produce  a  more  inti- 
mate connexion  between  the  Atlantic  States  and 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  which  must  here- 
after contain  a  population  bearing  a  great  propor- 
tion to  that  of  the  whole  country.  The  mterest 
of  both  these  sections  of  our  country,  he  argued, 
would  be  greatly  promoted  by  such  a  measure. 

Messrs.  Eaton,  Brown,  Lloyd,  of  Maryland, 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  Noble,  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
Messrs.  Mills,  Van  Dyke,  and  Smith,  supported 
it.  Mr.  Van  Dtke  proposed  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  inserting  a  provision  that,  previous  to 
any  survey  being  made  under  this  act,  the  consent 
of  the  State  in  which  such  survey  is  to  be  made 
shall  be  obtained.  Messrs.  Ruogles  and  Benton 
made  a  few  remarks  on  this  subject.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  put,  and  decided  against  Mr.  Van 
Dyke's  amendment,  as  follows : 

YxAH — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Chandler,  EIKott, 
Gaillard,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Masaachu- 
aettn,  Macon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Vir^ 
ginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware— 16. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Branch,  Brown, 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Hayne, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Miss.,  Jackaon,  Joluaon 
of  Kentucky,  U.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  8.  Johnston 
of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Lowrie,  McIWaine,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Tal- 
bot, Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Williams— 28. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Smith.  Upon  this  ques- 
tion Messrs.  Macon,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Chan- 
nLER,  and  Noble,  made  a  few  observations. 

Mr.  Chandler  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  word  ^'  admit,"  and  in- 
serting in  its  stead  the  word  ^  deny,"  so  that  it 
should  read  ''  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  taken  to  affirm  or  deny  the  power  of  Congress, 
on  their  own  authority,  to  make  roads  and  canals  in 
any  State  of  the  Union."  This  amendment  was 
discussed  by  Messrs.  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Brown, 
and  Hatne.  The  question  was  put,  and  decided 
in  the  negative — ayes  10,  noes  36,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barton,  Brown,  Hayne,  Josiah  6. 
Johnston,  Kelly,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Ruggles, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  and  Williams. 

Nais — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Benton,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Henry  Johnson,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Mcll- 
vaine,  Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Smith,  Taylor  of 
Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van  Buren, 
Van  Dyke,  and  Ware. 

The  question  upon  the  amendment,  as  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Smith,  was  then  put,  and  decided 
m  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Smith, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and 
Ware— 21. 


Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  DickenoD, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  MiasiMippi,  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
J.  8.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  McIlTaine,  Noble,  Rug- 
gles, Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas, 
and  WUIiams~25. 

Mr.  Hayng  then  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  until  Tuesday  next.  This 
was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  stated  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  should  vote  for  the  bill—he  did 
not  consider  it  as  involving  the  question  upon  the 
Constitutional  right  of  Congress  to  make  public 
improvements — but  merely  as  a  means  of  ob- 
taining information,  which  might  be  of  great 
importance  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  Macon  explained  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  against  the  bill.  He  could  not  be- 
lieve that  this  Dill  was  clear  from  the  Constitu- 
tional objection,  which  he  thought  very  forcible 
and  unanswerable,  and  he  proceeded  to  advance 
other  considerations  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  then  proposed  to  amead 
the  bill,  by  inserting  a  clause  as  follows : 

'*  Pnmded\  and  the  faith  of  the  United  States  ii 
hereby  pledged,  that  no  money  shall  be  expended  for 
roads  or  canals,  except  it  be  among  the  several  Stites, 
and  in  the  same  proportion  as  direct  taxes  are  laid 
and  assessed,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Constitutioo." 

Messrs.  Lloyd  of  Maryland.  Noble,  and  Tal- 
bot, opposed  the  adoption  or  this  amendment, 
and  Messrs.  Holmes  of  Maine  and  Branch  ad- 
vocated it. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

YxAs— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chtndler, 
D'Wolf,  BUiott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Mu- 
sachusetis,  Macon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Taylor  of  Virgioii. 
Van  Buren,  and  Ware— 19. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Clayton, 
Dickeraon,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mitiis- 
sippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  J.  8.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly»  King 
of  Alabama,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  McIWainCi 
Noble,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of 
Indiana,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams^37. 

Mr.  Chandlbr  proposed  an  amendment,  which 
was  not  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

Messrs.  Findlay,  Mills,  and  Lloyd  of  Mary- 
land, made  a  few  further  remarks  upon  the  subject 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment.  On  ordering  it  to  a  third  read- 
ing, the  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows : 

YiAs^Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Dickswo^ 
Eaton,  Findlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi*  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Loaisiana. 
J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  Lanman,  Lloyd 
of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  MassachusetU,  Lowrie,  Mcll- 
▼aine,  Noble,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  lodt- 
ana,  Thomas,  and  Williams — 85. 

NATS—Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chaodlerr 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Edwards,  Elliott,  GaUlard,  Hojine« 
of  Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  King  ofNsw  lioift, 
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Knigbt,  Mteon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Seymour,  Taylor  of 
Viripiiia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware-^21. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Satubdat,  April  24. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  complying  with  a  resolu- 
tioo  of  the  Senate,  of  the  21st  instant,  respecting 
the  oiraiber  of  arms  famished  the  United  States 
hj  the  State  of  Sooth  Carolina,  daring  the  late 
war.  The  report  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  DicKEBsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactares,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  several 
ict5  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  reported  the 
aame  with  amendments ;  which  were  read.  He 
also  laid  on  the  table  a  statement  of  the  present 
duties  on  imports,  compared  with  those  proposed 
bf  the  last  mentioned  bill.  The  amendments  and 
statement  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DicKEBSON  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
Taesdar  next,  call  for  the  consideration  of  said 
bill 

Mr.  Henrt  Johnson  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Raohed,  Hist  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
itTucted  to  iaqaire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  liw  for  the  adjastment,  upon  equitable  prineiplee, 
of  the  cltimt  of  Colonel  John  Smith,  of  Louisiana, 
igaioft  (he  United  States,  for  moaevs  paid  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  by  his  deceased  son,  A.  Smith, 
IB  his  HfetiDe,  daring  the  late  war. 

The  foor  bills  yesterday  brought  up  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  were 
sererally  read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent ;  and 
the  bill,  eii titled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  an  act, 
approved  on  the  third  day  of  March,  1819,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  providing  for  the  correction  of  errors 
to  making  entries  of  land  at  the  land  offices ;" 
tbe  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  changing  the  mode  of 
nneying  the  public  lands  on  any  river,  lake, 
^yoa,  or  water  course,  in  the  State  of  Mississip- 
pi and  Territory  of  Arkansas ;''  and  the  bill^  en- 
titled '*An  act  granting  to  the  counties  or  parishes 
pf  each  State  and  Territory  of  the  United  States 
in  which  the  public  lands  are  situated,  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  quarter  sections  of  land  for 
^ts  of  justice  within  the  same."  were  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pumic  Lands. 

The  hill,  entitled  '*An  act  making  appropria- 
tioD5  for  certain  fortifications  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1824,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  Senate  re- 
nmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill 
^rther  to  regulate  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, "  fur- 
^er  to  aoend  the  judiciary  system  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  establish  the  circuit  courts ;"  to- 
K^ber  with  an  amendment  proposed  thereto  by 


Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Bbanch  was 
called  to  the  Chair.  After  the  reading  of  the  bill 
and  amendment,  the  subject  was  postponed  to 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  joint  committee  of  both 
Houses,  appointed  to  examine  and  report  upon 
the  business  necessary  to  be  acted  upon  at  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  and  at  what  time  the 
session  may  be  closed,  submitted  a  report  in  part. 
The  committee  report  a  schedule  of  the  busmess 
which,  in  their  opmion,  ought  to  be  acted  upon 
previous  to  the  adjournment  of  Congress.  The 
report  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  mestoge  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  iMissed 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz :  '<  An  act  tor  the 
relief  of  Mary  James ; "  ^  An  act  to  alter  the  ju- 
dicial districts  of  Pennsylvania,  and  for  other 
purposes ; "  '<  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  CoU- 
yer,  and  others ; "  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Al- 
vin  Bronson;"  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale 
of  lands  conveyed  to  the  United  States,  in  certain 
caseS)  and  for  other  purposes ; "  "  An  act  to  au- 
thorize masters  of  vessels,  in  certain  cases,  to  clear 
out  either  at  the  custom-house  of  Petersburg,  or 
that  of  Richmond ; "  and  "  An  act  to  allow  the 
bounty  to  vessels  employed  in  the  cod  fisheries,  in 
certain  cases ; "  in  which  bilb  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  "supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  incorporate  the  company  for  making 
certain  turnpike  roads  in  the  District  pf  Colum- 
bia," and  the  bill  "explanatory  of  an  act  con- 
firming claims  to  lots  in  the  town  of  Mobile," 
were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  "  to 
provide  for  the  settlement  of  certain  pecuniary 
claims  against  the  United  States,"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Messrs.  Taylob,  of  Virginia,  and  Babboub, 
advocated  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  Messrs.  H. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Rugoles,  Lanman.  and 
TALpOT,  opposed  it.  The  question,  "  Shall  the 
bill  pass  ?  "  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

TaA9— ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Branch,  Brown, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kelly,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
McIlTaine,  Macon,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor 
of  Virginia,  and  Van  Dyke^lQ. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Chandler,  Clayton, 
D' Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Findiay, 
Gaillard,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J*  8.  Johnston  of 
Louisiana,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mills,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Thomas,  Ware, 
and  WiUiams— 86. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  "  to  procure  the 
necessary  surveys  for  voads  and  canals,"  was  read 
the  third  time.  The  question  on  its  final  passage 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Messrs.  Btrton,  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Pindlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  L  ouisiana, 
J.  8.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  Lloyd  of  Mary- 
land, Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,'  MeUvaine, 
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Noble,  Rogglea,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
Thomas,  and  Williams — ^24. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Gaillard.  Holmes 
of  Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  Kuight,  Macon,  Mills, 
Palmer,  Seymour,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  and  Van 
Dyke— 18. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

DELAWARE  CANAL  COMPANY. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  select  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Del- 
aware Canal  Company,  reqaesting  the  aid  of  the 
Ororernment  in  their  undertakin^r,  submitted  a  re- 
port on  that  subject ;  accompanied  by  a  bill  "  au- 
thorizing the  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  Del- 
aware Canal  Company."  The  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading ;  and  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company 
was  duly  incorporated,  some  years  since,  by  acts  of 
the  Legislatures  of  Delaware  and  Maryland,  respects 
ively.  The  capital  stock  is  divided  into  shares  of  two 
hundred  dollars.  The  maximum  cost  of  the  whole 
work  is  estimated  at  the  sum  of  one  million  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  dollars  and  sixty-four  cents,  and  the  amount  of 
funds  at  present  pledged  for  its  execution  may  be  as- 
sumed at  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  company,  and  the  route  of  the 
canal  lately  determined  upon  and  fixed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors,  with  the  aid  of  engineers  of  distinguished 
reputation  and  skill,  are  set  forth  in  the  annexed  doc- 
ument, signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the 
said  Company,  dated  *<  March  37,  1824,"  mailted  A, 
and  the  report  of  the  engineers,  marked  B,  to  which 
the  committee  refer  as  part  of  this  report.  The  whole 
length  of  the  canal  will  not  exceed  fourteen  miles. 
The  Board  of  Directors  have  made  advantageous  con- 
tracts for  the  completion  of  the  eastern  half  of  the  ca- 
nal, and  the  contractors  have  begun  the  work.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  memorialists  pray  such  aid 
as  Congress,  in  its  wisdom,  may  deem  proper  to 
grant. 

The  importance  and  utility  of  roads  and  canals,  to 
facilitate  and  increase  commercial  intercourse  among 
the  several  States  of  our  widely  extended  Republic, 
have  been  so  fully  and  ably  represented  in  several  re- 
ports, heretofore  made  to  Congress,  that  it  is  thought 
unnecessary  to  enlarge  further  upon  the  subject. 

The  committee  view  the  proposed  canal  as  a  work 
of  great  national  importance,  not  only  as  one  link  in 
the  chain  of  inland  navigation  along  our  seaboard, 
which  has  been  for  many  years  contemplated,  but  also 
as  it  will  furnish  to  the  Government,  in  time  of  war, 
great  advantages  in  a  more  expeditious  and  cheap 
conveyance  of  troops  and  munitions  of  war  across  the 
peninsula  between  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
bays,  the  want  of  which  was  severely  felt  during  our 
late  hostilities  with  Great  Britain.  Under  this  im- 
pression, the  committee  deem  the  said  canal  worthy  of 
the  attention  and  patronage  of  Congress.  The  com- 
pany being  incorporated  and  organized,  it  is  believed 
a  subscription,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  for  a 
certain  number  of  shares  of  the  capital  stock,  would 
encourage '  and  insure  the  completion  of  the  work, 


without  infringing  any  principle  of  the  ConstitutioD, 
and  without  incurring  any  loss  to  the  Government. 
The  committee,  therefore,  report  a  bill  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe,  in  the  name 

and  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  for shares 

of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company. 

ALABAMA  CONSTITUTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  the  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  "  to 
repeal,  in  part,  an  act  to  authorize  the  Terr i tor v 
of^  Alabama  to  form  a  constitution,  and  establish 
a  State  government,"  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration. This  bill  proposes  to  repeal  that  part  of 
the  act  in  question,  which  respects  the  navigation 
of  the  waters  of  the  State  of  Alabama.  Mr.  King 
moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  all  but 
the  enacting  clause,  and  substituting  another  bill, 
merely  givinff  the  assent  of  Congress,  to  two  acts 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  re- 
specting tolls  to  be  exacted  on  certain  waters 
within  that  State,  upon  which  improvements  are 
intended.  He  remarked,  at  the  same  time,  that, 
as  objections  had  been  made  to  the  bill,  as  reported 
by  the  committee,  he  was  willing  to  waive  the 
subject  for  the  present,  but  he  wished  to  be  under- 
stood as  not  giving  up  the  ground,  that  the  Slate 
had  a  Constitutional  right  to  prescribe  rules  for 
the  navigation  of  her  own  waters ;  and  he  should 
certainly  bring  the  subject  before  the  next  session 
of  Congress— but,  at  present,  he  only  hoped  that 
Congress  would  give  its  assent  to  the  two  laws  in 
question,  in  order  that  the  State  might  proceed 
in  certain  contemplated  improvements  in  her  nav- 
igable waters,  as  specified  in  those  acts.  Some 
discussioQ  took  place  between  Messrs.  Kino,  of 
Alabama,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Talbot.  Mr. 
Kino  then  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  the 
question  occurred  on  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  JosiAH  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  stated 
the  general  provisions  by  which  the  navigation  of 
the  Western  waters  is  regulated. 

Mr.  Kellt  explained  the  facts  connected  wlta  , 
this  request,  on  the  part  of  Alabama,  that  she 
ma]r  be  permitted  to  proceed  in  improving  the  | 
navigation  of  the  State.    He  stated  the  objects  ^ 
which  were  contemplated  by  these  acts  of  the 
Legislature  of  that  State,  and  which  she  did  not 
wish  to  carry  into  effect  while  a  single  doubt  re- 
mained of  her  Constitutional  right  to  do  so.    He  , 
renewed  the  amendment,  which  had  been  offered,  ^ 
and  withdrawn,  by  his  colleague.  .  i 

Mr.  HoLBcies,  of  Maine,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment,  by  inserting  a  provision,  that  this  ^ 
act  shall  not  be  understood  as  giving  to  the  State 
of  Alabama  anyr  right  not  belonging  to  aoy  of  the 
original  States  in  the  Union.  ,. 

Mr.  LowRiE  was  in  favor  of  passing  the  bill, 
offered  as  an  amendment  by  the  gentleman  uo^ 
Alabama,  and  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  the  pro- 
viso submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine. 

Mr.  Chandler  thought  the  amendment  offerea 
by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  J«^^*^^^*°^  !?* 
whole  question  of  the  repeal  of  that  P>''_^'^."' 
act  for  the  admission  of  Alabama  into  the  Union, 


573 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


574 


April,  1824. 


/ttcKciary  Syttem, 


Senate. 


which  imposes  the  restrictions  upon  her  nariga- 
lie  waters. 

Mr.  Barton  was  not  willing  to  repeal  that 
part  of  the  act  in  question,  so  far  as  related  to  the 
natural  waters  of  that  State,  but  he  thought  the 
State  ooght  to  have  the  power  to  regulate  the 
Da?igatioD  of  her  artificial  waters. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  made  some 
farther  observations,  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Holmes.  Mr.  H.  then 
withdrew  his  amendment. 

Messrs.  HouiES,  of  Maine,  J.  S.  Johnston,  of 
Louisiana,  and  Macon,  made  a  few  brief  remarks. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Kbllt  was 
then  agreed  to. 

The  biJl  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time. 


MoNOAT,  April  26. 

Mr.  Kmo,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Poblic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  en- 
titled*^ An  act  granting  to  the  counties  or  par- 
ishes, of  each  State  and  Territory  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  the  public  lands  are  situated,  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  quarter  sections  of  land 
for  seats  of  justice  within  the  same,''  reported  it 
without  ameiydment. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  select  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals  were  discharged 
from  (he  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Lewis  A. 
Tara5con,  and  others. 

The  seven  bills  brought  up  on  Saturday  from 
the  Honse  of  Representatives,  for  concurrence, 
were  severally  read  twice,  br  unanimous  consent. 

Oq  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Mary  James,"  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

The btlh  entitled  ''An  act  to  alter  the  judicial 
districts  ot  Pennsylvania,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
tBd  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the 
nle  of  lands  conveyed  to  the  United  States,  in 
certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes,"  were  sev- 
vallf  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Alrm  Branson,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
haac  CoUyer,  and  others ; "  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
tct  to  authorize  masters  of  vessels,  in  certain 
c^^  to  clear  out  either  at  the  custom-house  of 
Petersburg  or  that  of  Richmond ; "  and  the  bill, 
emiUed  **  An  act  to  allow  the  bounty  to  vessels 
ployed  in  the  cod  fisheries  in  certain  cases ; " 
v^  severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  subscription  of  stock 
ia  the  Cbesaneake  and  Delaware  Canal  Com- 
pany vras  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
^f  ihe  24th  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Claims  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
the  claim  of  Colonel  John  Smith,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
■aformed  the  Senate  tha  t  the  House  have  passed 


bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz :  "An  act  releas- 
ing the  owners  of  the  ship  General  Jackson  from 
the  payment  of  certain  duties ;"  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Arthur  H.  Henly ;"  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  corporation  of  the  church  of  St.  Anne, 
and  to  authorize  the  extension  of  Lamed  street,  in 
the  town  of  Detroit ;"  "An  act  authorizing  the 
issuing  certain  debentures  to  Barnard  Thooft ;" 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  N.  Earle;" 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Blagrove ;" 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton ;''  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Thomas  dc  Co.;"  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  assignees  and  lee^al  repre- 
sentatives of  John  H.  Piatt ;"  "An  act  tor  the  re- 
lief of  David  Oiffin  and  Samuel  Hoag ;"  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Joseph 
Mims,  deceased ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  George 
B.  R.  Gove  ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  twelve  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  severally  read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Arthur  H.  Henly ;"  the  hill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  N.  £arle ;"  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Giffin  and 
Samuel  Hoag ;"  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  representatives  of  Joseph  Mims,  de- 
ceased, the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Thomas  &,  Co.;"  and  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Wheaton ;  were  severally  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  issu- 
ing of  certain  debentures  to  Bernard  Thooft ;" 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  releasing  the  owners  of 
the  ship  General  Jackson  from  the  payment  of 
certain  duties ;"  and  the  bill  entitled  '^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  George  B.  R.  Gk>ve,"  were  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
corporation  of  the  church  of  St.  Anne,  and  to 
authorize  the  extension  of  Larned  street,  in  the 
town  of  Detroit ;"  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Blagrove;"  and  the  bill  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  assignees  and 
legal  representatives  of  John  H.  Piatt,"  were  sev- 
erally referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  "  to  repeal,  in  part,  an'act  to  authorize 
the  Territory  of  Alabama  to  form  a  constitution 
and  establish  a  State  government,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lan- 
BiAN,  the  title  was  altered,  in  order  to  render  it 
more  conformable  to  the  bill,  as  amended.  It  is 
now  entitled  '^An  act  to  grant  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Alabama." 

JUDICIARY  SYSTEM. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, "further  to  amend  the  judiciary  system 
of  the  IJnited  States,  and  to  provide  for  the  hold- 
ing of  the  Circuit  Courts,"  together  with  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Gaillaro  in  the  Chair. 
This  bill  provides  that  two  sessions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  shall  be  held  at  Washington,  annu- 
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ally — ^that  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
be  relieved  from  the  duty  of  holding  the  Circuit 
Courts — that  the  United  States  shaU  be  divided 
•iato  ten  districts,  in  each  of  which,  courts  shall 
be  holden  by  District  Judges,  with  the  same  pow- 
ers and  duties  as  are  now  exercised  and  performed 
by  the  Circuit  Courts. 

Mr.  Johnson's  amendment  is  an  entire  new 
bill,  and  provides  that  there  shall  be  three  addi- 
tional Circuit  Courts:  that  the  Supreme  Court 
shall  consii^t  of  a  Chiei  Justice  and  nine  Associate 
Justices;  and  that  the  concurrent  opinion  of  seven 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  ^each  Judge  to  de- 
liver his  opinion  separately,)  shall  be  required  to 
invalidate  any  law  of  any  of  the  States.  The 
amendment  was  somewhat  modified  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Talbot. 

•  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  stated  the  obiects 
of  his  amendment.  His  plan  was  to  extend  the 
circuit  system  to  all  the  Western  States,  upon  the 
same  principles  that  it  rests  upon  in  the  other 
States.  He  spoke  against  the  bill  reported  by  the 
committee,  as  doing  away  the  intimate  and  highly 
important  connexion  between  the  Supreme  Court 
and  the  several  District  Courts. 

Mr.  Van  BuREN  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
stated  the  views  of  the  committee  in  reporting  the 
bill.  He  explained  the  difference  between  the 
present  system  and  that  proposed  by  the  bill ;  and 
adverted  to  the  absolute  necessity,  ere  long,  of 
some  change  in  the  judiciary  system.  He  reca- 
pitulated the  number  of  causes  which  had  come 
before  the  Supreme  Court,  and  been  put  ofi  for 
want  of  time ;  and  remarked  that  the  proper  ad- 
ministration of  justice  called  loudly  for  some 
change.  He  also  explained  the  propriety  of  some 
amendment,  in  regard  to  the  Circuit  Courts. 

Mr.  Talbot  addressed  the  Senate  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  spoke  of  the  great  importance  of  the 
organization  of  the  Judiciary.  He  advocated  an 
increase  of  the  number  of  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  as  necessary  to  a  fair  and  well-defined  ad- 
ministration of  justice.  He  believed  there  would 
be  ample  time  for  the  decision  of  erery  cause  be- 
fore the  Supreme  Court,  with  some  alteration  of 
the  terms  ox  the  Circuit  Courts.  He  alluded  to 
the  great  vexation  and  distress  which  had  been 
experienced  under  the  present  system.  Mr.  T. 
spoke  of  evils  which  he  apprehended  would  grow 
out  of  a  separation  of  the  Supreme  and  Circuit 
Courts,  as  leading  to  a  too  near  connexion  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  with  the  other 
branches  of  the  Government,  and  taking  away 
their  chief  means  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
various  local  laws  and  usages,  and  the  judicial 
decisions,  of  the  several  States.  He  thought  the 
present  number  of  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
to  be  too  small  for  the  proper  administration  of 
justice  over  such  an  extensire  country,  with  so 
many  various  and  conflicting  interests.  Mr.  T. 
believed  the  amendment,  proposed  by  his  honora- 
ble colleague^  much  preferable  to  the  bill  reported 
by  the  committee.  He  thought  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Circuit  Court  ought  not  to  be  given  to  the  dis- 
trict judges.  The  salaries  that  had  been  given  to 
them  had  not  always  brought  men  of  the  first 


legal  talents  into  the  office  of  district  judge;  and 
he  feared  that,  in  many  instances,  they  would  not 
be  competent  to  the  performance  oi  the  duties. 
The  system  proposed  by  the  bill  was  unjust  aod 
unequal  in  respect  to  the  Western  States,  and 
would  not  be  submitted  to.  It  was  a  great  meas- 
ure, makinff  a  radical  change  in  the  judiciary 
system ;  and  it  could  not  be  expected  that  it  would 
be  adopted  at  the  present  session.  It  did  not  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  Western  States;  it  did  not  ex* 
tend  to  them  equal  advantages  in  the  circuit 
court  system,  and  it  was  altogether  inadequate  to 
remedy  the  evils  now  experienced.  Mr.  T.  hoped 
that  Congress  would,  at  its  present  session,  do 
something  to  relieve  the  people  in  his  part  of  the 
country  from  the  evils  they  were  suffering  in  this 
respect. 

Mr.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  a  few 
remarks  on  the  subject ;  he  was  favorable  to  the 
plan  suggested  by  the  amendment  proposed  bv  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky — ^he  thou^t  the  ousi- 
ness  of  the  Supreme  Court  might  be  transacted 
by  changing  the  terms  of  the  Circuit  Courts.  He 
replied  to  the  objections  which  had  been  advanced 
against  the  proposed  amendment.  Mr.  J.  said  he 
could  never  consent  to  the  system  reported  by  the 
Judiciary  Cotkimittee. 

Mr.  Brown  opposed  the  bill  reported  by  the 
committee,  and  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

'Mr.  Van  Burbn  wished  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  separate  the  last  section  of  his  amend- 
ment, which  respects  the  opinions  of  the  court  on 
questions  involving  the  laws  of  the  States— as 
that  was  a  question  distinct  from  the  rest  of  his 
proposition. 

Mr.  JoBNflON  assented  to  the  course  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  accord- 
ingly withdrew  the  last  section  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Hatne  was  opposed  to  the  principle  con- 
tained in  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee,  which 
confines  the  Supreme  Court  to  appellate  jurisdic- 
tion—^he  thougnt  the  judges  ought  to  perform 
circuit  duties — that  they  ought  not  to  be  discon* 
aected  from  the  people ;  he  was  prepared  for  an 
increase  of  the  number  of  jaJges^  provided  the 
basineas  of  the  country  required  it  He  said  that 
the  number  of  judees  who  exercised  appellate 
jurisdiction  in  Soudi  Carolina  was  twelve;  fire 
in  equity,  and  seven  in  law,  each  of  whom  per- 
formed eircait  duties ;  and  he  thought  there  coald 
be  no  great  danger  to  the  country  from  an  in- 
creased number  of  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Van  Bursn  replied  to  the  arguments  ad- 
vanced in  favor  of  the  amendment,  and  Messrs. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  and  Talbot,  made  a  few 
further  remarks. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  the  postpcnement  of  the 
subject  till  to-morrow.  He  thought  the  import 
ance  of  the  subject  demanded  the  most  mature 
consideration,  as  it  would  be  much  more  easy  to 
adopt  than  to  get  rid  of  any  new  judiciary  system 
which  might  m  adopted. 

Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  and  Talbot, 
opposed,  and  Messrs.  Lanmah  and  Taylob,  ol 
Virginia,  spoke  in  favor  of  poatponement. 
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Mr.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  a 
new  bill,  as  a  substitute  for  the  one  now  before 
tbe  Senate.  It  provides  for  the  etsablishment  of 
I  regular  and  uniform  circuit  court  system,  en- 
tirely dtsiiiict  from  tbe  Supreme  CourL  Mr.  J. 
stated  that  be  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  tbe  honorable  member  from  Kentucky, 
and  be  only  offered  this  proposition  to  the  consid* 
eratjon  of  the  Senate  in  case  that  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  should  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Barbour  varied  his  motion,  and  the  bill 
and  amendments  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


TuBSDAT,  April  27. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
(0  whom  were  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Qeorjge  B.  R.  Qove,"  the  bill  en- 
titled ''Ad  act  releasiog  the  owners  of  the  ship 
General  Jackson  from  the  payment  of  certain 
doties;^'  and  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  authorizing 
tke  issaing  of  certain  debentures  to  Bernard 
Tboofi,^'  reported  them  severally  without  amend- 
loenL 

The  Pbbsioent  communicated  a  report  of  tbe 
Secretary  of  War,  showing  how  far  tbe  act  for 
the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow,  Richard  Harris, 
and  ibeir  securities,  has  been  executed  ;  made  in 
obedience  to  a  reeolution  of  the  Senate  of  t^e 
twenty-third  instant.  The  report  was  read,  and 
referred  ro  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  fiENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afairs,  laid  on  the  table  sundry  documentSj  on 
the  subject  of  acts  of  hostility  from  the  Indians 
00  the  Mississippi  towards  American  traders ;  and, 
on  motion,  they  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  for  the 
nse  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DicKEHsoN,  from  the  Cominittee  on  Com- 
aeree  and  Manufactures,  laid  on  the  table  state- 
ments from  the  Treasury,  exhibiting  the  value  of 
UBported  merchandise,  praying  a  specific  duty, 
^  an  a  A  valorem  duty ;  and,  on  motion,  they 
*m  ordered  to  be  pnnted  for  the  use  of  the 
Seaaie. 

Mr.  Bbxton  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  sell  and 
^K>se  of  the  refuse  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Van  Bubbn,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
^odiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Auia  Dabord,  wife  of  Joseph  Antonio  de  Reano, 
^rted  a  bill  to  permit  Anna  Dubord  to  brinff 
(crtain  slaves  into  the  State  of  Louisiana  j  which 
vas  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
.  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  bill,  en- 
titled '^An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  im- 
posiog  duties  on  imports ;"  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Co  motion,  by  Mr.  Jackson,  tbe  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
Willed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  James;" 
*cre discharged  from  tbe  consideration  thereof; 
and  ii  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

mformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 

fee  following  bills,  viz:  A  bill,  entitled  "An  act 

^  Aotborize  the  President  to  exchange  fivearpents 
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of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  public  lot  at  Baton 
Rouge,  for  an  equal  quantity  of  land  on  the  north 
side  of  said  lot ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  S.  Foreman ;"  and  a  bill,  entitled 
•/An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  T.  Nimmo;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  said  three  bills  were  severally  read  twice, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  the  first  mentioned  bill 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs; 
the  second  mentioned  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands ;  and  tbe  last  men- 
tioned bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

NAVy  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  Lloto,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  at  the  conference 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1824," 
reported : 

That,  having  ntiet  the  msnagers  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  ihey  have  agreed  to  re- 
commend— 

That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment  to 
strike  out  the  specifications  for  contingent  expenses, 
and  thet  tbe  bill  be  amended  as  follows : 

Insert,  after  the  words  ^*  oontingent  expenses,*'  in 
the  80th  line,  "  accruing  in  the  present  year.'* 

Line  42.  After  the  word  **  service,"  insert  *'for  per 
diem  allowance  to  officers  engaged  in  extra  service, 
beyond  the  limit  of  their  stations ;  for  the  purchase 
and  repairs  of  steam  and  fire  engines,  and  machinery  ; 
for  expenses  of  burying  deceased  persons  belonging 
to  the  navy  ;  for  taxes  on  navy  yards  and  public  prop- 
erty ;  and  for  accidents  to  the  public  vessels.** 

Line  43.  After  **  whatever,"  strike  out  '*  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  thousand  dollars,**  and  insert  **  one 
hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand  dollars." 

And  also  insert,  *'  for  contingent  expenses  for  ob- 
jects arising  in  the  current  year,  and  not  hereinbefore 
enumerated,  five  thousand  dollars.  *' 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report, 
and  concurred  therein,  and  the  bill  was  amended 
accordingly. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  bill  from  tbe  other 
House,  ^  making  appropriations  for  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1624," 
was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  in  tbe  Chair. 

Mr.  Smith  stated,  that  the  bill  was  in  accord- 
ance with  the  estimates  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, of  the  amount  required  for  the  fortifications 
during  the  next  year ;  and  he  proceeded  to  show 
the  grounds  upon  whi$h  those  estimates  were 
predicated. 

Mr.  RuQQLES  said,  he  observed  an  appropriation 
in  this  bill  for  two  new  forts.  He  requested  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  expense  of  the  comple- 
tion of  tliese  forts.  He  was  not  opposed  to  this 
appropriation,  but  wished  to  know  the  probable 
cost  of  the  forts. 
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Mr.  Smith  explained,  and  gave  the  information 
required. 

Mr.  Chandler  thought  (he  Government  had 
enough  to  do  to  complete  the  fortifications  which 
had  already  been  commenced.  He,  therefore, 
moved  to  amend  the  Dill  by  striking  out  so  much 
of  it  as  provides  for  the  commencement  of  the 
two  new  forts. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  spoke  of  the  general 
inaccuracy  of  estimates  for  fortifications;  he 
thought  the  forts  already  constructed  in  Narra- 

gansett  bay,  were  sufficient  for  protection ;  they 
ad  been  found  to  be  so  during  the  late  war,  and 
he  believed  the  Government  ought  not  to  com- 
mence such  a  f  reat  undertaking  at  present,  as  the 
construction  of  the  fort  on  that  bay. 

The  question  was  divided,  and  put  first  on 
striking  out  the  appropriation  for  a  new  fortifica- 
tion at  New  York. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  was  opposed 
to  striking  out  this  appropriation ;  he  adverted  to 
the  policy  of  this  Government,  in  regard  to  the 
defence  of  the  country ;  he  thought  it  of  the  first 
importance  that  New  York  should  be  protected, 
as  being  a  very  rich  and  valuable  part  of  the 
country,  and  the  first  object  of  attack  from  a 
politic  enemy ;  he  was  opposed  to  any  interference 
with  the  plans  proposed  by  the  War  Department, 
in  regard  to  the  fortifications ;  and  hoped  the  ap- 
propriation would  not  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  said  the  contemplated 
work  was  no  new  one ;  it  was  for  the  protection 
of  the  Narrows,  at  New  York.  If  this  fort  was 
not  buiitj  the  work  already  established  would  be 
of  very  little  or  no  importance.  He  said  this  was 
the  only  work  that  could  be  constructed  for  the 
defence  of  New  York,  and  the  city  would  be 
without  proper  defence  if  it  was  not  done.  Mr. 
K.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs  said  he  should  never  obiect  to  the 
construction  of  any  fortification  which  was  re- 
quired for  the  defence  of  the  citizens  or  the  com- 
merce of  the  Atlantic  States.  He  believed  this 
fort,  from  the  information  he  had  obtained,  was 
necessary.  He  spoke  of  the  generous  and  liberal 
feeling  which  had  been  manifested  by  the  ffentle- 
man  from  New  York,  in  relation  to  the  purcnasers 
of  public  lands,  and  in  other  instances,  and  he 
thought  the  like  liberality  ought  to  be  extended  to 
him.  Mr.  R.  only  doubted  whether  the  present 
was  the  best  time  to  commence  this  wore.  He 
wished  for  some  further  information. 

Mr.  Chandler  thought  the  present  fortifica- 
tions, with  the  force  which  could  always  be  com- 
manaed  at  New  York,  was  sufficient  for  the 
defence  of  the  city,  and  he  was  not  willing  to  vote 
anv  further  appropriation  for  its  defence. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  replied  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maine. 

Mr.  Smith  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
appropriation. 

Mr.  LowRiE  thought  there  could  be  but  one 
opinion  on  this  subject,  if  it  were  properly  under- 
stood«  He  conceived  this  fortification  to.be  highly 
necessary  to  the  defence  of  New  York.  He  only 
doubted  as  to  the  extent  to  which  it  ought  to  be 


carried.    He  rather  thought  the  plan  for  this  fort 
was  too  extensive. 

Mr.  Smith  gave  some  explanation,  in  answer 
to  Mr.  LowRiE. 

Mr.  Macon  wished  to  know  the  cost  of  this  I 
fortification,  the  number  of  men  that  would  be 
required  for  it,  d.c.  He  did  not  wish  to  build  a 
house  without  knowing  the  cost  of  it.  He  was 
aware  of  the  importance  of  the  city  of  New  YorV, 
but  there  were  other  places  that  required  protec-  i 
tion,  also,  in  time  of  war. 

The  question  was  then  put,  on  striking  out  the 
appropriation  for  the  fortification  at  New  York, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  4,  nays  34,  as 
follows : 

YxAS — Me«ri.  Branch,  Chandler.  Holmes  of  Maine,  j 
and  Maopn. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barboor,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Brown,  Cliyton,  D'Wol^  Eaton,  Edwardi,  Elliott, 
Findlay,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmecof  Miasiiaippi,  Jtck- 
•on,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnaoa,  J.  8.  John* 
■ton.  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanmao,  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Maasachuaetta,  Lowrie,  Mcltvtine, 
Milla,  Parrott,  Rugglea,  Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Thorn aa.  Van  Baren,  and  Van  Dyke. 

The  <}uestion  was  then  on  strikins  out  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  fortification  on  Narragansett 
oar. 

^r.  Smith  spoke  against  striking  out.  The  im- 
portance of  this  point,  as  a  place  of  resort  for  our 
Navy,  was  exceeded  by  none  in  the  Union.  He 
was  surprised  that  it  had  not  received  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Grovernment  before. 

Mr.  Knight  read  the  report  from  the  Engineer 
department,  showing  the  importance  of  fortiiyiDg 
this  bay.  He  repli^  to  the  observatiods  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Holmes,)  and  went 
on  to  show  the  necessity  of  this  fortification. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  rose  in  opposition  to  the  motion 
before  the  Senate ;  be  said  he  was  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  waters  of  Narragansett  bay,  and 
he  knew  of  uo  point  in  the  country  wbAe  fortifi- 
cations would  bemoreadrantageous  to  the  nation, 
as  furnishing  a  means  of  protection  to  the  people, 
and  a  place  of  safety  to  our  commerce  in  time  of 
war.  Mr.  D*W.  explained  the  position  on  which 
it  was  contemplated  to  erect  this  fort,  and  the  ad- 
vantages that  would  result  from  its  erection,  a^ 
one  of  the  most  eligible  maritime  situations  io  the 
country,  and  as  more  susceptible  of  defence  than 
almost  any  other. 

Mr.  Cbakoler  withdrew  his  motion  to  strike 
out  this  appropriation. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  with- 
out amendment,  and  passed,  to  be  read  a  thir^ 
time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  and  by  genera)  cob 
sent,  the  bill  had  its  third  reading,  and  was  passed 


Wednesday,  April  28. 

Mr.  RuGOLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  ac 
for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton,"  reported  i 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Publi 
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Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  S.  Foreman,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

He  also  reported  the  bill,  entitled'^ An  act 
changiDg  the  mode  of  surveying  the  public  lands 
on  any  river,  lake,  bayou,  or  water  course  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi  or  Territory  of  Arkansas," 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  other  House,  "for  the 
relief  of  Mary  James,"  without  amendment.  Mr. 
N.  stated  that  the  committee  had  instructed  him 
to  more  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill, 
when  it  came  op  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  David  Giffin  and  Samuel  Hoag,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  DicKERSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  masters  of 
vessels,  in  certain  cases,  to  clear  out,  either  at  the 
castom-hoose  of  Petersburg,  or  that  of  Richmond," 
reported  the  same,  with  an  amendment. 

The  following  written  Message  was  yesterday 
received  from  the  pREsinENT  of  the  United 
States :  I 

To  tkt  Senate  of  ike  United  States  .• 

In  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  19th  instant,  requesting  information  whether  the 
EzwDtire,  through  the  agency  of  the  War  Depart- 
nent,  borrowed  any  money  daring  the  late  war,  onder 
the  condition  of  applying  the  aame  to  the  defence  of 
the  8uie  wherein  the  said  loans  were  made,  to  what 
tmoont,  and  whether  interest  was  paid  by  the  United 
Staut  for  soch  loans,  dcc^  I  herewith  transmit  a  re- 
port fiom  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  all  the 
information  in  that  Department  in  relation  to  the 
resolouon. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

AniL  27,  1834. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  permit  Anna  Dubord  to  bring  cer- 
tain slaves  into  the  State  of  Louisiana,  was  read 
tbe  second  time. 

Mr.  LLOTn,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
OD  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  John  YanderWn,  reported  a  bill 
to  aothorize  the  painting  of  the  oattle  of  New  Or- 
leans by  John  Vanderlyn ;  which  was  read,  and 
pasae<i  to  a  second  reading. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
Seaate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  estab- 
lisking  navy  hospitals;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
postponed  to  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  H.  Johnson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

^Utolted,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed 
to  report  to  the  Senate,  at  their  next  session,  the  near- 
nt  practicable  post  route  from  New  Orleans  to  Wash- 
ington City. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wfaole, 


the  bill  further  to  amend  the  judicial  sy:item  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  provide  for  the  holding  of  cir- 
cuit courts;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  postponed  to 
Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Seymour  presented  the  petition  of  Pliny 
Moore,  and  others,  owners  and  occupants  of  milis 
on  the  frontier  of  the  State  of  New  York,  border- 
ing on  the  Canada  line,  praying  that  persons  re- 
siding on  the  Canada  side  may  oe  exempted  from 
the  payment  of  the  duty  imposed  on  certain  arti- 
cles, when  transported  to  said  mills  to  be  manu- 
factured. The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  McIlvaine,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Joseph 
Mims,  deceased,"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Arthur  N.  Henly,"  reported  them, 
severally,  without  amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz :  *'  An  act  tor  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Louder- 
man  ;"  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Marechal;" 
'*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Smith,  of  Alex- 
andria ;''  '*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Brace ;" 
'*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Charles  Bradford ;"  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Williams;"  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Nathaniel  Jones;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ben- 
iamin  Desobry ;"  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonas 
Uuncan ;"  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Wil- 
mot ;"  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Malachi  Burns ;" 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  HoUiday ;"  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Elliott  Rucker ;"  "  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Hall,  an  invalid  soldier  of 
the  Revolutionary  Army ;"  "  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Joshua  Bennett;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Lemuel  Arms ;"  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mareen 
Duval ;"  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Rist ;" 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representative  of 
Elijah  Brush ;"  "  An  act  to  provide  for  repaying 
to  Bazaieei  Wells  a  certain  sum  of  money  by  him 
erroneously  paid  into  the  Treasury ;"  and  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Humphrey ;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

REFUSE  LANDS. 

In  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr. 
Benton  asked  leave  to  introduce  the  following 
bill: 

A  Intl  to  selt  and  dispose  of  the  refuse  lands  belonging 

to  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted^  4-c,  That  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  which  have  been  heretofore,  or  shall  be 
hereafter  ofiered  at  pablic  sale,  and  shall  remain  five 
years  thereafter  without  being  sold  at  the  minimnm 
price  of  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  shall  be 
again  offered  at  public  sale,  but  shall  not  be  sold  for  a 
less  sum  than  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  head  of 
a  family,  or  young  man  above  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  or  widow,  being  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
may  demand  and  receive  from  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver of  the  proper  land  office  a  written  permission  to 
take  possession  of,  and  settle  upon,  any  hslf  quarter 
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■ecUon  of  land  which  shall  remain  uniold,  after  hav- 
ing being  offered  for  sale  at  the  minimum  price  of  fifty 
cents  per  acre,  and  upon  inhabiting  and  cultivating 
the  same  for  three  successive  years,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  a  patent  therefor,  as  a  donation  from  the 
United  SUtes. 

8ic.  3.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  the  lands 
which  shall  remain  unsold,  after  having  been  offered 
for  sale  at  the  minimum  price  of  fifty  cents  per  acre, 
may  be  sold  at  private  aale  for  that  sum,  at  any  time 
before  permission  shall  have  been  granted  to  settla  on 
the  same. 

Iq  asking  leave  to  introduce  this  bill,  Mr.  Beiv- 
TON  said,  this  was  not  the  time  to  discuss  it — ^pro- 
bably the  time  would  not  come  during  the  present 
session.  In  that  event,  what  was  done  now  would 
operate  as  a  notice  for  the  next  session ;  would 
torn  the  minds  of  the  Senators  to  the  changes  con- 
templated, and  would  prevent  the  necessity  of  de- 
lay. He  believed  that  a  change  in  the  manner  of 
selling  public  lands  was  called  for,  both  by  the 
voice  of  the  people  and  the  interest  of  the  Grovern- 
ment.  By  the  present  rule,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  good 
and  the  bad  land  are  held  at  the  same  price.  The 
best  can  be  eot  for  $1  25  per  acre — ^the  worst  can- 
not be  bad  lor  less.  The  minimum  of  91  25  per 
acre  for  all  sorts  of  land  was  arbitrary  and  ubjust 
It  was  unjust  to  the  people,  because  it  prevented 
them  from  getting  the  interior  land  at  a  lair  price; 
unjust  to  the  States,  because  it  checked  their  pop- 
ulation, and  deprived  them  of  their  right  of  taxa- 
tion ^  unjust  to  the  nation,  because  it  prevented  the 
public  Treasury  from  receiving  the  money  which 
such  land  was  worth,  and  for  which  it  would  sell. 
The  continuance  of  the  rule  would  give  to  the 
United  States  the  fabled  position  of  the  dog  and 
the  manger.  The  rule  should  be  changed.  The 
United  States  is  a  great  land  seller,  and  she  should 
follow  the  practice  of  all  other  sellers ;  she  should 
apportion  ner  price  to  the  quality  of  her  land. 
When  a  quarter  section  has  been  offered  for  years 
at  91  25  per  acre,  and  nobody  will  give  that  sum, 
it  is  proof  that  it  is  not  worth  it,  and  justice  to  the 
people,  the  States,  and  the  Treasury,  requires  that 
It  should  be  offered  again  at  a  less  price.  The  bill 
introduced  assumes  fifty  cents  per  acre,  as  the  sec- 
ond minimum  at  whicn  such  lands  should  be  of- 
fered ;  and  it  proposes  to  give  away,  without  price, 
to  such  poor  persons  as  may  be  willing  to  take 
and  cultivate  them,  the  refuse  lands  which  will 
sot  sell  for  that  sum. 

The  leave  was  given  to  introduce  the  bill,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
imposing  duties  on  imports,  together  with  the 
amendments  proposed  ttiereto  by  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  of  the  Senate. 

The  first  question  was  upon  agreeing  to  the  in- 
sertion of  the  following  proviso : 

**  Provided^  aUo,  That  the  provisions  of  this  act 
•hall  not  apply  to,  or  be  enforced  against,  importations 
of  goods  frooD  ports  or  places  eastward  of  Cape  Qood 


Hope,  or  beyond  Cape  Horn,  before  the  fiist  of  No- 
vember next  ensuing.*' 

Mr.  D1CKER8ON  and  Mr.  Lloto,  of  Masncha- 
setts,  explained  the  object  of  the  amendment,  aad 
it  was  agreed  to. 

The  other  amendments  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee are,  to  change  the  duty  on  'Squills,''  from 
'^  one  dollar  per  thousand,"  and  insert "  tweaty- 
five  per  centum,  ad  valorem ;"  to  chanse  tbedaty 
on  "  slates  and  tiles,  for  building,"  frova  half  a 
cent  each  "  to  twenty-five  per  centum,  ad  valo- 
rem ;"  to  strike  out  the  conteqiplated  doties  on 
filberts,  pine  apples,  oranges,  lemons,  and  limes; 
to  impose  "on  all  window  glass  imported  in 
plates,  uncut,"  the  highest  rate  of  duties  imposed 
oy  this  act,  on  any  imported  window  glass;  to 
insert  the  following  exception — ^"except  patent 
adhesive  felt  for  covering  of  ships'  bottoms,  which 
shall  be  admitted,  free  of  duty,  until  Juoe  30^ 
1826." 

These  amendments  were  severally  explained  by 
Messrs.  Dickerson  and  Lloyd,  of  Massachu- 
setts ;  and  were  all  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Mills  then  moTed  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  following  clause :  "  On  iron,  in 
bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  by  rolling,  ninety  cents  per  hundred  and 
twelve  pounds  weight." 

Mr.  Mills  supported  his  amendment  at  coo* 
siderable  lenfftb,  by  showing  the  great  importaoce 
of  this  article  to  all  classes  of  the  commooity, 
from  the  humblest  laborer  up  to  the  plaDtei  and 
the  merchant,  to  the  commerce  and  navigatioot 
and  to  the  manufacturer,  as  well  as  others,  and 
commented  upon  the  impolicy  of  imposing  a 
higher  duty  upon  an  article  of  such  absolute  D^ 
cessity  to  the  country,  and  to  produce  which,  in 
such  quantities  as  to  meet  the  consumption  of  the 
country,  it  was, as  he  thought,  utterly  incompetent 

Mr.  Dickerson  said,  that  he  was  not  sorry  that 
the  enemies  of  the  tariff  had  selected  iron  as  the  first 
article  of  attack,  because,  if  there  is  any  part  of 
the  bill  that  will  stand  the  test,  it  is  this— and  b^ 
cause  the  fate  of  the  bill  depends  ?ery  much  upon 
our  success  or  failure  in  this  pftrticular. 

Thejprentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Mats) 
baa  informed  us  that  we  ought  not  to  lay  heary 
duties  upon  an  article  of  indispensable  necesity  ^ 
us  for  our  defence  in  war — an  article  of  general 
use  at  all  times,  and  without  which  we  canoot 
even  procure  our  food.  But  these  are  precisely 
the  reasons  in  favor  of  protecting  the  maoafactare 
of  iron,  of  securing  it  to  ourselves.  Shall  we  un- 
necessarily depend  upon  foreign  nations,  three  or 
four  thousand  miles  distant  from  us,  for  articles 
absolutely  necessary  for  our  defence  or  our  exist- 
ence ? 

We  have  the  means  of  making  as  much  iron 
as  we  want  for  our  own  consumption,  sod  ai 
much  more  for  exportation. 

Our  mountains  are  filled  with  rich  veins  of 
magnetic  iron  ore.  The  streams  suitable  for  iron 
works  are  abundant — the  mountains  are  covered 
with  wood,  large  portions  of  which  are  unfit  for 
cultivation. 
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Our  immense  tracts  of  alluvial  soil,  also,  abound 
with  iron  ore,  and  wood — ^tbe  advantages  of 
which  will  be  lost  to  the  country  if  the  manufac- 
ture of  iron  is  not  protected.  Tdereis  no  mineral 
soonirersally  distributed  over  this  country  as  iron ; 
and  it  is  believed  that  there  is  not  a  State  in  the 
UnioiK  in  which  this  article  could  not  be  found, 
ID  sufficient  quantities  for  the  consumption  of  the 
State. 

The  manufacture  of  iron  in  all  its  details,  re- 
quires a  great  number  of  laborers.  If  protected 
in  this  country,  it  would  draw  a  large  population 
from  agriculture,  in  which  too  many  are  engaged. 
This  portion  of  our  population  would  immediately 
become  the  purchasers  and  not  the  sellers  of  the 
produce  of  the  soil,  and  thus  enhance  the  value  of 
real  estate,  and  afford  a  better  interest  for  capital 
and  profit  for  labor  employed  in  agriculture. 

The  mining  districts  of  Europe  have,  for  ages 
past,  furnished  the  best  troops  that  have  fought 
their  battles — need  I  mention  Dalecarlia  ? 

The  laborious  and  hazardous  life  of  the  miners 
amidst  constant  explosions  of  gunpowder,  pecu* 
liarly  fit  them  for  the  hardships  and  dangers  of 
war;  their  business  is  intimately  connected  with 
that  of  the  engineering  department — they  are  sap- 
pers and  miners  bj  profession.  Those  engaged  in 
the  foraaces  and  forges  are  equally  hardy  and  la- 
borious. During  the  Revolutionary  as  well  as 
the  late  war,  our  best  soldiers  were  recruited  in 
our  mining  districts. 

Our  navigating  interest  has  been  peculiarly  fa- 
Tored,  because  it  affords  a  nursery  for  seamen, 
who  may  be  wanted  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try. Bat  it  was  more  difficult,  during  the  late 
war,  to  find  soldiers  for  our  army,  than  seamen 
for  oar  navy. 

Iq  the  manufacture  of  iron  little  is  done  by  ma- 
ehiaery,  but  nearly  all  b^  manual  labor ;  it  there- 
fore requires  more  protection  than  the  manufacture 
of  cotton  or  woollen  goods ;  yet  it  has  received 
much  less.  Indeed,  in  1816,  there  seemed  to  be  a 
determined  disposition  in  Congress  to  abandon 
this  important  oranch  of  business  to  destruction. 
Mr.  Dallas  had  recommended  a  dut^  of  seventy- 
fire  cents  per  hundred  weight,  or  fifteen  dollars 
per  ton,  on  hammered  bar  iron.  Some  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  who  knew  that 
oar  iron  works  could  not  be  sustained  under  such 
&  duty,  made  an  effort  to  increase  it ;  that  failing, 
a  motion  was  made  to  reduce  the  duty  from 
»eTenty-five  to  forty-five  cents  per  hundred  weight, 
which  was  adopted;  and  which  carried  ruin  to 
more  than  three-fourths  of  all  the  iron  masters  in 
tbe  United  States. 

Daring  the  late  war,  we  manufactured  four-fifths 
of  all  the  iron  consumed  in  the  United  States.  In 
1817,  we  manufactured  two-thirds;  and  in  1823, 
one-third  of  all  consumed  in  the  United  States ; 
iu  fix  years  more  the  manufacture  of  iron,  if  no 
farther  protection  shall  be  given,  will  be  as  com- 
pletely abandoned  as  the  manufacture  of  earthen 
Ware  has  been  since  the  late  war,  which  will  be 
an  immense  loss  to  the  country ;  but  the  shipping 
merchants  will  gain  the  freight  on  fifteen  or  six- 
teen thousand  tons  of  iron  a  year,  at  about  eight 


dollars  per  ton — giving  them  a  real  profit  perhaps 
of  about  three  dollars  per  ton. 

In  the  session  of  1817~'18,  to  save  our  forges 
and  furnaces  from  immediate  destruction,  the 
House  of  Representatives  passed  a  bill  for  raising 
the  duty  on  bar  iron  to  twenty  dollars  per  ton. 
In  the  Senate,  it  was  reduced  to  fifteen  dollars 
per  ton,  its  present  rate.  This  was  an  advance 
of  six  dollars  per  ton.  It  was  then  said  that  this 
duty  would  add  six  dollars  per  ton.  on  iron,  to  the 
consumer ;  and  that  it  would  so  far  prevent  the 
importation,  as  to  diminish  the  revenue  on  this 
article.  But  what  is  the  fact  ?  The  price  of  iron 
has  not  increased  from  that  time  to  this;  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  lower  now  than  it  was  then ;  and 
the  importation  has  constantly  increased,  and  with 
it,  the  revenue. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  an  article  must 
increase  in  price  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
duty  put  upon  its  importation.  That  would  be 
true  as  to  articles,  not  of  the  produce  or  manufac- 
ture of  the  country,  as  coffee,  tea,  or  silks,  but  not 
so  with  respect  to  those  produced  or  manufactured 
at  home,  w  hen  the  increased  duty  was  laid  upon 
iron,  it  produced  a  new  struggle  tfetween  the  for- 
eign and  domestic  manufacturer  for  our  market, 
and  that  struggle  has  been  pursued  with  so  much 
obstinacy,  as  absolutely  to  reduce  the  price.  This 
has  been  the  case  with  a  variety  of  other  manu- 
factures, and  will  continue  to  be  the  case,  until 
our  manufacturers  gain  the  ascendency,  and  then 
the  domestic  competition  will  keep  the  prices  so 
low  as  to  afford  no  more  than  a  reasonable  profit 
to  the  manufacturer.  Should  the  duty  be  now 
increased  three  dollars  per  ton  on  iron,  the  effect 
will  not  be  to  increase  the  price  of  iron  by  that 
amount,  for  the  foreign  manufacturer  will  still 
struggle  for  our  market,  and  give  up  a  part  of  his 
profits  rather  than  yield  it  It  will  probably  in- 
crease the  price  of  iron  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  per  ton,  yet,  if  the  foreign  manu- 
facturers persevere  in  their  plan  of  driving  our 
own  manufacturers  from  our  own  market,  they 
must  continue  to  sell  their  iron  at  as  low  a  rate  as 
they  now  do,  the  duty  notwithstanding,  and  this 
they  will  do  till  the  trade  shall  be  ruinous  to  them- 
selves. 

When  the  duty  upon  iron  was  raised  to  fifteen 
dollars  per  ton,  it  was  predicted  that  the  revenue 
upon  this  article  would  diminish.  The  reverse 
has  been  the  case. 

In  1817,  the  duties  upon  hammered  bar  iron, 
exclusive  of  the  drawback,  amounted  to  9154,315. 
In  1818,  the  first  year  of  the  increased  duty,  it 
amounted  to  $208,950.  In  1819,  to  $242,394.  In 
1820,  to  8292,877.  In  1821,  to  $230,413.  In 
1822,  to  $398,641 ;  and  in  1823,  to  $435,210.  The 
whole  quantity  of  bar  iron,  imported  for  home 
consumption,  including  the  rolled  bar  iron,  upon 
which  the  rate  of  duty  was  not  altered,  amounted, 
in  1817,  to  16,839  tons;  in  1818,  to  16,640  tons; 
in  1819,  to  18,755  tons;  in  1820,  to  22,505  tons; 
in  1821,  to  17,654  tons;  in  1822,  to  29,352  tons; 
in  1823,  to  33,787  tons.  This  last  quantity  cost 
us  $1,829,000,  besides  freight  and  other  charges. 
I  The  bar  iron  we  have  imported  for  the  last  six 
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years  has  cost  us,  upon  an  average,  one  million 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

Within  the  last  six  years,  we  have  imported,  of 
hammered  bar  iron,  120,387  tons.  The  mcreased 
duty,  of  six  dollars  per  ton  on  that  quantity 
amounts  to  $722,322,  saved  to  the  Treasury ;  and, 
as  the  price  of  iron  has  not  raised,  this  increased 
duty  has,  no  part  of  it,  come  from  the  pocket  of 
the  consumer,  but  has  been  entirely  paid  by  the 
foreign  manufacturer.  Such  has  been  the  effect 
of  the  act  of  1818,  increasing  the  duty  upon  iron, 
and  which  was  strenuously  opposed,  in  part  no 
doubt  from  an  apprehension  tnat  it  mi^ht  pos- 
sibly diminish  the  business  of  the  importing  mer- 
chant. 

The  quantity  of  rolled  bar  iron  imported  in  six 
years,  for  home  consumption,  amounts  to  17,704 
tons,  which,  with  the  hammered,  amounts  to 
138,091  tons.  Suppose  the  whole  of  this  sum  to 
^be  manufactured  in  the  United  States;  at  9^5 
per  ton,  it  would  amount  to  $10,356,555,  or  to 
91,726,092  a  year,  which,  at  the  usual  rate  of 
wages  in  districts  where  iron  is  made,  would  em- 
ploy at  least  eleven  thousand  laboring  men,  who 
would  otherwise  be  principally  engaged  in  agri- 
culture ;  and  these  laboring  men,  with  their  fam- 
ilies, would  consume,  of  the  produce  of  agricul- 
ture, to  an  amount  of  more  than  half  a  million 
of  dollars  a  year,  and  thus,  from  being  the  com- 
petitors, become  the  most  valuable  customers  of 
the  farmers. 

But  suppose  the  whole  of  this  iron  to  be  im- 
ported from  Russia  and  Sweden,  as  is  nearly  the 
case,  who  take  in  exchange  nothing  of  our  pro- 
duce, except  a  small  quantity  of  oak  bark,  rice, 
cotton,  and  tobacco.  The  whole  that  the  iron 
costs  us,  except  the  price  of  freight,  is  paid  to  sup- 
port the  manufactures  and  the  agriculture  of  Rus- 
sia and  Sweden.  The  freight,  at  eight  dollars 
per  ton,  would  probably  give  constant  employment 
to  five  hundred  men,  and  a  profit  on  the  freight, 
to  the  importing  merchant,  of  three  dollars  per 
ton ;  and  this  trifling  interest  of  the  seaport  towns, 
is  to  preponderate  against  the  immense  interest  of 
the  interior  of  the  country. 

In  1816,  it  was  ascertained  that  we  consumed 
about  oOfiOO  tons  of  bar  iron,  annually.  From 
the  little  encouragement  given  to  any  business  re- 
quiring the  consumption  of  iron,  the  quantity  has 
not  much  increased,  nor  has  it  probably  dimin- 
ished— it  may  still  be  estimated  at  that  qantity. 
In  1818,  the  quantity  imported  was  16,640  tons — 
much  less  than  one-third  of  the  whole  amount 
consumed.  In  1823,  the  quantity  imported  was 
33,787  tons — considerably  more  than  two-thirds 
of  the  whole  consumption.  During  this  ruinous 
process,  by  which  our  manufacture  of  iron  has 
been  thus  reduced,  many  establishments  for  making 
iron  have  been  abandoned,  their  owners  ruined, 
and  more  than  ten  thousand  laborers,  engaged  at 
those  establishments,  have  been  driven  to  seek 
other  employment ;  they  have  generally  resorted 
to  agriculture,  as  a  business  by  which  they  could 
at  least  gain  a  subsistence.     Nothing  but  the 

greatest  distress  will  induce  men  to  abandon  a 
usiness  ID  which  they  have  long  been  engaged, 


without  a  prospect  of  gaining  any  thing  more 
than  a  bare  subsistence  by  the  change.  And 
nothing  but  ruin  will  induce  men  to  abandon 
the  works  in  which  their  capital  is  invebted, 
which  cannot  be  abandoned  without  the  loss  of 
that  capital. 

As  an  object  of  revenue,  none  can  be  more  fair 
than  the  duty  upon  iron.  It  would  fall  upon  the 
difierent  classes  of  society  very  much  in  propor- 
tion to  their  wealth;  and  iron  is  an  article  that 
cannot  be  smuggled.  ! 

But  we  are  warned  not  to  increase  the  duty 
upon  iron,  because  it  will  increase  the  expense  of 
building  shms,  while  it  will  take  from  navigation 
a  portion  ofits  employment. 

Why  is  the  navigating  interest  to  be  particu- 
larly favored  at  the  expense  of  agriculture  and 
manufactures  ?    The  coasting  trade  is  secured  to 
our  own  citizens,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  for* 
eigners;  and  such  has  been  the  protection  ex* 
tended  to  our  navigation  engaged  in  foreign  trade, 
that,  of  the  tonnage  engaged  in  that  trade  be 
tween  us  and  all  the  world,  nine-tenths  is  Amer- 
ican.   The  merchants  and  ship  owners  are  there- 
fore enabled  to  levy  the  duties  they  may  pay 
upon  the  construction  of  their  ships,  upon  ibe 
consumer  of  the  articles  imported  from  abroad, 
and  transported  coastwise.     From  the  answers 
of  the  Mercantile  Society  of  New  York,  which 
appear  in  Mr.  Baldwin's  report  of  January  15th 
1821,  it  appears  that  a  British  ship  of  300  tons 
equipped  for  sea,  will  cost  $24,000.  or  eighty  dol- 
lars per  ton;  while  an  American  ship  of  the  same 
quality  will  cost  $18,000,  or  sixty  dollars  per  too. 
This  is  an  advantage  that  will  always  enable  us 
to  compete  successfully  with  the  shipping  interest 
of  Great  Britain. 

They  state,  further,  that  it  will  require  foot 
tons  of  iron,  fifteen  nundred  pounds  of  copper 
bolts,  four  and  a  half  tons  of  cordage,  and  twenty 
bolts  of  duck  to  the  one  hundred  tons  of  shipping* 
How  far  will  this  increased  duty  of  three  dollars 
per  ton  on  bar  iron  oppress  the  navigating  inter- 
est? Suppose  the  duty  should  increase  the  price 
of  iron  to  the  full  amount  of  it,  (which  it  would 
not  do,)  this  would  amount  to  twelve  dollars  lor 
a  ship  of  one  hundred  tons.  If  she  should  la^( 
fifteen  years,  this  would  be  a  tax  of  eighty  cents  a 
year,  and  certainly  would  not  sink  the  ships. 

The  copper  used  in  shipping  is  now  duty  free. 
The  shipping  interest  ou^ht  to  be  protected,  hut, 
in  doing  this,  we  should  be  careful  not  to  oppress 
other  im|)ortant  branches  of  industry. 

It  is  said,  the  duty  upon  iron,  as  well  as  hemp, 
will  take  from  navigation  a  portion  of  its  employ- 
ment. This  is,  indeed,  the  formidable  obiectiou 
to  laying  protecting  duties  upon  those  articre:s.  It 
is  an  array  of  the  small  portion  of  our  shippiiig; 
engaged  in  importing  hemp  and  iron  from  the 
Baltic,  which  we  do  not  want,  a^inst  the  great 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  interests  of  this 
country,  which  should  be  employed  in  producing 
and  manufacturing  those  articles.  The  freight  oo 
these  articles,  trifling  as  it  comparatively  is,  is  thai 
to  which  all  others  must  yield.  This  was  wel 
exemplified  in  the  tarifi'bill  of  1816,  in  which  th< 


589 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


690 


April,  1824. 


Tfie  Tariff  Bill. 


Senatb. 


shipping  interest  was  particularly  provided  for. 
Hoop  or  slit  iroD  is  worth  20  per  cent  more  than 
it  is  in  bars.  A  duty  of  no  more  than  45  cents  per 
hundred  weight,  or  nine  dollars  per  ton,  was  im- 
posed upon  hammered  bar  iron,  which  would  not 
prevent  its  importation,  while  a  duty  of  fifty  dollars 
per  too  was  laid  upon  hoop  or  slit  iron.  Iron  in 
bars  pays  as  much  freight  as  ift  hoops  or  rods,  and 
the  shippers  were  willing  to  prohibit  the  latter,  so 
that  they  might  secure  the  Ireight  upon  the  for- 
mer. What  is  our  trade  to  the  Baltic  ?  I  will 
examine  that  with  Russia — that  with  Sweden  is 
nearly  of  the  same  character. 

In  (he  year  ending^  the  30th  of  September  1823, 
we  imported  from  ftussia,  to  the  amount  of  $2,- 
191,474  in  articles,  nearly  the  whole  of  which  we 
ought  to  produce  or  manufacture  for  ourselves. 
They  took ofour  produce  in  exchange  to  the  amount 
of  $51,635,  and  of  the  produce  of  ioreign  countries 
to  the  amount  of  $597,099,  leaving  a  balance 
apinst  us  of  $1,610,043,  to  be  paid  oy  drafts  on 
Holland  and  other  places,  where  there  might  be 
balances  in  our  favor.  This  trade,  in  which  the 
Rassians  do  not  take  of  our  produce  to  the  amount 
of  one  fortieth  part  of  that  we  take  of  theirs,  may 
be  very  beneficial  to  the  merchant,  but  is  highly 
injurious  to  the  country,  inasmuch  as  we  import 
nothing  from  them  that  we  ought  not  to  produce 
for  ourselves ;  these  importations,  therefore  have 
a  direct  tendency  to  checK  the  industry  of  our  coun- 
try, which  is  our  only  means  of  wealth  and  pros- 
perity. The  great  charm  of  this  trade  is,  that  it 
is  almost  exclusively  carried  on  in  American  ship- 
ping. There  is  a  tacit  understanding  between  our 
shippers  and  the  dealers  in  hemp  and  iron  on  the 
Baltic,  that  the  former  will  sacrifice  the  agricultu- 
ral and  manufacturing  interest  of  this  country,  so 
far  as  they  respect  these  articles,  provided  the  lat- 
ter will  sacrince  the  shipping  interests  of  those 
countries,  so  far  as  this  trade  is  concerned,  which 
is  indeed  giving  up  much  on  our  part,  but  very 
tiiileon  hers.  The  discontinuance  of  this  trade, 
however  beneficial  to  this  country,  will  be  consid- 
^  as  a  most  serious  injur]^  to  the  shipping  inter- 
est, as  no  doubt  the  discontinuance  of  the  impor- 
laiion  of  bricks  from  Europe  was  nearly  a  century 
ago,  of  which  the  buildings  in  our  cities  were  then 
constructed,  and  of  which  we  have  yet  some  speci- 
mens of  Dutch  houses  in  New  York  and  Albany, 
presenting  their  picturesque  gable  ends  to  the 
HreeU.  The  discovery  that  we  could  make  bricks 
in  this  country,  was  no  doubt  considered  as  a  se- 
rious injury  to  the  shipping  interest.  The  pro- 
P<^duty  upon  iron,  which  will  amount  to  eight- 
een dollars  per  ton,  cannot  be  considered  as  an  ade- 
quate protection  of  this  article,  but  it  may  save 
from  destruction  that  portion  of  our  iron  works 
which  still  remain,  but  which  will  soon  disappear 
^1  the  present  motion  shall  succeed. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  supported  the  motion  to 
strike  oat  this  duty.  He  proceeded  to  show  the 
unjust  and  partial  operation  upon  certain  classes 
of  the  community,  and  replied  to  the  arguments 
niade  use  of  by  Mr.  Dickerson. 

Mr.  MiLLB  made  some  further  remarks  in  reply 

to  Mr.  DlCKEBSON. 


Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  also  addressed  the 
Senate  in  support  of  the  motion  of  his  colleague, 
and  in  answer  to  some  of  the  positions  taken  by 
Mr.  DicKERsoN.  He  alluded  to  the  advantages 
which  the  home  manufacturers  already  possess 
over  the  importer  of  this  article.  He  assigned  the 
gratifying  prosperity  of  our  country  as  the  princi- 
pal reason  that  operated  against  the  domestic  pro- 
duction of  iron.  That  reason  was  to  be  found  in 
the  advance  price  our  labor  bears  over  that  of  the 
degraded  population  of  the  part  of  Europe,  where 
this  article  is  produced ;  and  the  price  of  labor,  he 
said,  was  a  test  of  national  prosperity.  He  re- 
marked upon  the  encouragement  which  had  been 
said,  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  to  have 
been  extended  to  the  shipping  interest  of  the  coun- 
try, and  upon  the  retributive  policy  that  would, 
probably,  be  adopted  by  foreign  nations,  if  this  bill 
were  passed. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  he  conceived  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  Government — it  was  the  principle  in  whicn 
the  Republic  was  founded — to  encouraee,  as  far 
as  it  could  be  done,  the  interests  of  the  whole  peo- 

f>le — and,  where  there  were  divisions  of  interest,  to 
ook  to  the  claims  of  the  largest  and  most  import- 
ant part.  He  compared  the  relative  importance  to 
the  country,  of  the  shipping  and  commercial  inter- 
ests, and  the  great  class  of  mechanics  dependent 
on  them,  with  the  miners  and  makers  of  iron.  He 
spoke  01  the  embarrassments  which  the  shipping 
interest  already  labored  under,  and  proceeded  to 
show  that  this  bill,  if  passed,  would  go  to  impose 
additional,  and  far  heavier,  burdens  upon  them. 
He  thought  the  bill  ought  to  be  rather  entitled  a 
bill  to  oppress  the  agricultural,  to  crush  the  com- 
mercial, and  eventually  to  injure  the  manufactur- 
ing interests  of  the  country ;  for,  the  reaction  of 
the  bill  would  probably  be  the  most  tremendous 
efiect  of  it.  The  agricultural  interest  was  the 
great  and  controlling  interest,  and  when  they  once 
realized  its  effect,  they  would  repeal  it,  and  also 
prostrate  every  thing  that  had  grown  up  under  it. 

Mr.  L.  spoke  of  the  Russian  trade,  as  one  of  the 
most  advantageous  which  this  country  ever  pur- 
sued. He  denied,  altogrether,  that  there  was  a 
balance  against  us,  in  this  trade,  and  proceeded  to 
explain  the  course  which  had  generally  been  pur- 
sued, in  relation  to  it.  If  called  up  a^ain,  upon 
the  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  Mr.  L.  said,  he 
should  endeavor  more  fully  to  explain  his  reasons 
for  believing  that  all  the  ideas  of  balances  of  trade 
against  this  country,  founded  on  the  custom-house 
returns,  were  the  vain  and  visionary  hallucina- 
tions of  the  minds  of  mere  theorists. 

Mr.  Dickers  ON  replied  to  the  argument  that 
had  been  adduced  against  him.  He  recurred  to  the 
policy  of  England,  in  the  protection  of  the  articles 
of  her  domestic  production.  He  denied  that  this 
duty  on  iron  was  materially  to  affect  the  commer- 
cial interest  of  this  country;  and  proceeded  to 
comment  upon  the  nature  of  our  trade  with  Rus- 
sia. He  denied  that  it  was  so  beneficial  to  this 
country  as  had  been  contended  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  He  did  not  deny  the  bene- 
fits of  commerce  to  the  country ;  but  he  thought 
that  commerce  would  not  be  injured,  to  any  con- 
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siderable  extent,  by  this  duty.  He  beliered  Eng- 
land was  not  insensible  to  the  value  of  her  com- 
merce ;  and  yet  she  encouraged  her  own  manu- 
factures. Mr.  D.  spoke  of  the  bounties  that  had 
been  paid,  in  this  country,  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  fisheries.  He  did  not  complain  of  this ;  be 
only  wished  gentlemen  to  recollect  that  some  en- 
couragement had  been  extended  to  the  commercial 
interest.  He  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  great  number  of  petitions  then  on  the  table, 
both  from  agriculturists  and  manufacturers,  pray- 
ing the  imposition  of  higher  duties  on  imported 
iron. 

Mr.  D^WoLF  spoke  in  faror  of  retaining  this 
item  in  the  bill.  He  recurred  to  the  general  fea- 
tures of  the  bill,  as  intended  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  our  domestic  industry,  and  leading  the 
people  to  do  for  themselves  what  they  want  done. 
This  article  was  one  great  branch  of  the  whole 
system  included  in  the  bill,  and  he  thought  the 
arsruments  of  the  g^entlemen  opposed  to  the  duty 
only  went  to  show  its  propriety.  The  home  mar- 
ket, Mr.  D'W.  considered  as  the  most  important 
to  every  nation.  The  balance  of  trade,  he  said, 
ought  certainly  to  be  taken  in  the  aggregate.  If 
we  sell  to  the  other  nations  more  than  we  buy 
from  them,  the  balance,  of  course,  is  in  our  favor. 
He  denied  that  other  nations  bought  of  us,  because 
we  bought  of  them  :  each  nation  bought  what  it 
wanted,  and  no  more. 

He  compared  the  business  of  a  nation  to  that  of 
an  individual.  It  was  alike  necessary  for  both  to 
keep  an  account  of  what  was  coming  in  and  going 
out.  He  knew  that  the  commercial  interests  were 
languishing,  and  other  interests  were  in  the  same 
situation.  The  facilities  extended  to  the  importa- 
tion and  use  of  foreign  articles  in  this  country 
were  very  great.  He  believed  the  interests  of  every 
State  in  the  Union  would  eventually  be  promoted 
by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  as  encouraging  the  in- 
dustry of  the  country.  The  bill  was  intended  to 
save  the  labor  of  the  country,  and  throw  it  upon 
its  own  resources.  As  to  the  effect  on  the  revenue, 
he  considered  it  a  mere  bugbear,  as  the  people,  in 
6ome  shape  or  other,  must  pay  tne  revenue.  The 
means  they  possess  to  pay  it  are  of  much  more 
importance  than  the  manner  in  which  it  is  paid. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  denied,  altogether,  that 
any  encouragement  had  been  extended  by  the 
Government  to  the  fisheries  of  the  country.  The 
bounty,  he  contended,  was  merely  a  drawback  of 
the  duty  on  salt. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Mills's  motion  was  then 
put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

YxAfl — ^Metsrs.  Barbmsr,  Branch,  Clayton,  Edwards, 
Elliott,  Giillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holraes 
of  Mitaiuippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  8.  John- 
ston of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Maaaachu- 
aetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  WilUama--24. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D'WoIf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Findlay,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie^  Mc* 


lUaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rnggles,  Seymoor,  Talbot  of 
Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren — 23.  | 

So  the  duty  on  iron  was  stricken  out  from  the 
bill. 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Tbursdat,  April  89. 

Mr.  RuoQLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  Ad  set 
for  the  relief  of  Alvin  Bronson  ;'*  and  the  bill,  I 
entitled  <<  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  T. 
Nimmo,''  reported  them  severally  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Eaton  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he  | 
would  ask  leave  to  brins^  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of ' 
the  heirs  of  John  Donaldson,  Stephen  Hard,  and 
others.  ^ 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Thomas  and  Company,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Reaofved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Landite 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  autborii- 
ing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
selected,  in  separate  parcels,  or  in  aections,  as  much 
land  as  will  amount  to  two  of  the  townships  hereto- 
fore granted  by  Congresa  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  for 
the  sopport  of  seminaries  of  learning.  Also,  to  id* 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the  town  of 
St.  Lonia,  and  to  other  towns  and  villages  in  tht 
State  of  Miaaonri,  for  the  vapport  of  acboolt,  the  kM 
and  piecea  of  ground,  within  aach  towns  and  Tilitges, 
which  may  have  been  heretofore  reaerved  for  miliurj 
purpoaea,  and  not  now  needed  for  such  use. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  od  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of  PeDDsyl- 
van ia,  and  for  other  purposes;"  the  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  lands  conveyed 
to  the  United  States,  in  certain  eases,  and  for 
other  purposes  ;*'  the  bill,  entitled  ^'Anact  for  the 
relief  of  William  Blagrove ;"  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Corporation  of  tlM 
Church  of  St.  Anne,  and  to  authorize  the  extea- 
sion  of  Lamed  street,  in  the  town  of  Detroit  f  wi 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  when  committed  in  any  navy  yard,  ion 
arsenal,  magazine,  dock,  lighthouse,  tract  of  Jaod, 
or  other  place,  belonging  to  the  United  States 
reported  them,  severafly,  with  amendment. 

The  twenty-one  bills  yesterday  brought  up  froo 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  concurrence 
were  severally  read  twice,  by  unanimous  conseoi 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tb 
relief  of  Stephen  Brace ;"  the  bill,  entitled  ''Ai 
act  for  the  relief  of  Mareen  Duval ;"  the  bill,  en 
titled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representative 
of  Elijah  Brush  ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fo 
the  relief  of  Lemuel  Arms ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "A 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Bennett ;"  the  bii 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  HoUtday; 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jods 
Duncan ;''  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tli 
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rflief  of  Nathaniel  Jones  ;"  were  severally  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
Del  Rist;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  William  Hall,  an  invalid  soldier  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary armv;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  tne  legal  representatives  of  Charles 
Bradford;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
nliefof  the  legal  renresentatires  of  John  Loud- 
ermao,"  were  severally  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  repay- 
ing to  Bazaleel  Wells^  a  certain  sum  of  money  bv 
ilimerrooeoasly  paid  mto  the  Treasury  ;"  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Malachi  Burns ;" 
ind  the  bill^  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Williams;"  were  severally  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ben- 
jamin Desobry ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  (he  relief  of  John  Wilmot;"  were  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  El- 
liott Racker,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Humphrey ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Marecbal ;"  were 
se?erailf  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Smith,  of  Alexandria,"  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naral  Affairs.* 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  painting  of  the  battle 
of  New  Orleans,  by  John  Vanderlyn  ;  and  the  bill 
to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  refuse  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  were  sererally  read  the  second  time. 
The  last  mentioned  bill  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa tires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
htUsof  the  following  titles,  viz:  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  Carroll,  of  Duddineton,  and 
others ;"  «An  act  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Perley ;" 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  C.  Montgomery ;" 
**An  act  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sibley ;"  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  H.  Hawkins ;"  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden,  and  others;" 
•^Anact  for  the  relief  of  David  Beard  ;"  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Peter  Yandes ;"  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Darid  Cooper;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Landie  Richardson ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
George  Fisher ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Lei?hiner;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Judah 
Alden  f  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian 
Institute;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Mof- 
fi«;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Strain  ;" 
Md,  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  McCulloch;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  directing  the  Postmaster  General  to 
Jfpwi  the  most  practicable  post  route  from  New 
Orleans  lo  Washington. 

^ir.  JoHnaoif,  in  explanation  of  the  resolution, 


slated  the  importance  to  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
and  to  the  General  Government,  of  a  more  direct 
post  route  from  New  Orleans  to  Washington  City. 
Such  a  route  might  be  established  through  the 
States  of  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Alabama,  which 
would  not  exceed  in  extent  nine  hundred  miles. 
The  extent  of  the  present  route  through  Tennes- 
see, he  believed  to  be  nearly  fifteen  hundred  miles. 
By  establishing  the  route  alluded  to,  the  convey- 
ance of  the  mails  to  and  from  New  Orleans,  would 
be  facilitated,  and  the  expense  of  the  Government 
greatly  diminished. 

By  an  act  of  the  present  session,  $30,000  was 
appropriated  to  enaole  the  President  to  obtain 
surveys  of  different  routes  through  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  internal  improvement. 

No  route  could  be  designated  more  important 
than  the  one  he  wished  established,  and  he  was 
persuaded  the  President  would  apply  a  portion  of 
the  sum  alluded  to  to  the  accomplisnment  oftheob- 
ject  in  view.  He  wished  now  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Government  to  this  subject,  and  hoped  the 
survev  of  the  route  would  be  immediately  made, 
and  that  the  report  required  would  be  laid  before 
Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday, 
being  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
imposmg  duties  on  imports."  Mr.  King,  of  Ala- 
bama, was  called  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following  clause :  "On 
hemp,  two  cents  per  pound." 

Mr.  Lloyd  addressed  the  Senate  in  support  of 
his  motion.  He  expressed  his  high  estimation 
for  the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky,  and  regretted 
that  this  motion  would  not,  probably,  meet  their 
approbation.  He  proceeded  to  show  the  impor- 
tance of  this  article,  and  the  improbability  of  a 
sufi&cient  production  to  meet  the  demand  for  con- 
sumption. He  portrayed  the  course  which  had 
been  pursued  in  regard  to  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  Northern  States.  From  their  former 
embarrassed  situation  they  had  recovered,  and 
had  now  become  prosperous  and  happy,  unaided 
by  any  extraordinary  assistance  by  wa][  of  duties 
from  the  Government.  He  spoke  particularly  of 
the  encouragement  which  had  already  been  ex- 
tended to  the  domestic  growth  of  hemp,  and  the 
failure  to  produce  it  in  any  considerable  quantity. 
Mr.  L.  adverted  to  the  causes  of  this  failure,  and 
the  want  of  the  natural  advantage  necessary  to 
the  growth  of  this  article.  Even  if  Kentuckjr 
could  raise  the  article  in  sufficient  quantities  with 
this  enormous  bounty  to  encourage  the  growth, 
he  said,  the  cordage  made  from  it  would  come 
higher  than  that  of  any  other  part  of  the  world 
where  it  is  made. 

Mr.  Chandler  said  he  rose  to  ^ive  the  reasons 
which  would  govern  him  in  giving  his  vote  on 
this  question.  He  voted  yesterday  against  strik- 
ing out  the  article  of  iron,  not  because  he  would 
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vote  for  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House,  which  ! 
he  could  not  do,  but  because  he  was  willing  to 
give  au  opportunity  so  to  amend  the  bill,  if  pos- 
sible, as  to  make  it  acceptable,  and  so  as  to  bear 
equally  on  the  several  sections  of  the  Union,  and 
that  each  section  may  receive  equal  benefits ;  but, 
to  ffive  it  this  effect,  the  bill  must  undergo  mate- 
rial changes.  Not  only  the  article  of  hemp,  but 
of  every  species  of  duck  and  cordage^  and  of  spi- 
rits, must  be  stricken  out,  or  matenallv  altered, 
before  he  could  give  his  vote  for  the  bill.  He 
should  vote  for  striking  out  the  article  of  hemp. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  the  sub- 
ject before  the  Senate  involved  political  consid- 
erations which  had,  on  his  mind,  a  greater  influ- 
ence than  the  combination  of  all  others.  Domes- 
tic industry,  said  Mr.  J.,  renders  us  independent, 
as  to  foreign  nations,  for  the  necessaries  and  com- 
forts of  life.  It  derives  its  greatest  value  from  the 
fact  that  it  fosters  and  secures  the  public  liberty. 

In  vain  may  we  lookvfor  such  daring  spirits  to 
defend  our  invaded  country  as  appeared  on  the 
plains  of  Chippewa,  and  seized  the  laurels  of  New 
Orleans,  if  that  country  be  destined  to  remain  de- 
pendent upon  Powers  confessedly  hostile  for  the 
greater  portion  of  what  renders  life  convenient 
and  honorable.  In  vain  may  we  look  for  heroes 
willing  to  consecrate  their  hearts'  blood  to  the 
service  of  their  country,  and  for  the  vindication 
of  its  rights,  if  it  must  be  their  miserable  destiny 
to  be  supplied  only  from  foreign  resources  witn 
the  materials  of  defence. 

It  is  high  time,  said  Mr.  J.,  to  change  the  policy 
which  we  have  pursued.  The  public  voice  loudly 
calls  for  it,  and  that  voice  deserves  to  be  heard 
by  the  Representatives  of  the  nation.  We  are 
addressed,  mdeed,  in  the  ardent  tone  of  pecuniary 
feeling,  to  allow  the  people  to  purchase  merchan- 
dise where  they  can  obtain  it  cheapest.  Admit 
the  propriety  ot  this  course:  I  feel  myself  at  lib- 
erty, sir,  to  deny  that  the  system  which  we  have 
pursued  has  afforded  us  articles  on  the  most  mod- 
erate terms.  Previous  to  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  during  the  contest,  our  army  and  our 
navy  were  not  only  deficient  in  the  comforts  of 
clothing,  when  many  of  our  citizens  were  not  in 
a  situation  to  construct  them  from  the  ample  ma- 
terials which  our  country  supplies,  but  when  mer- 
chandise of  this  description  was  found  in  our 
.markets,  the  Grovernment,  as  well  as  individuals, 
had  to  purchase  them  at  the  most  extravagant 
prices,  from  four  to  ten  times  their  ordinary  cur- 
rent worth.  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  we  have 
improperly  excluded  from  our  dollar  and  cent  cal- 
culation the  effects  which  the  policy  of  the  late 
belligerent  Powers  of  Europe  produced  upon  our 
commerce  and  our  articles  of  merchandise.  We 
are  now  enjoving  the  blessings  which  the  wel- 
come calm  ot  peace  ever  introduces.  We  can 
purchase  the  manufactures  of  Europe  on  terms 
perfectly  moderate.  But,  alas!  in  correspondence 
with  the  erring  tendencies  of  the  human  mind, 
we  have  forgotten  British  Orders  in  Council, 
French,  Berlin,  and  Milan  decrees,  those  interrup- 
tions of  trade  and  confiscators  of  property,  and  are 
chanting  ourselves  to  repose.    We  are  crying 


peace,  peace,  when  we  know  not  how  soon  de- 
struction may  come  upon  us.    The  sound  philos^ 
opher,  the  distinguished  statesman,  most  not  look 
on  society  in  relation  merely  to  the  passing  mo- 
ment ;  his  view  of  the  interests  of  his  country 
must  alike  involve  retrospection  and  amicipatioD. 
Not  only  is  he  bound  to  promote  the  prosperity  of 
the  present  generation — the  interests  of  the  future 
are  confided  to  his  charge.    If  such  consideretioas 
be  the  result  of  sound  policy,  it  becomes  us  to  take 
into  our  calculation   the  melancholy  examples 
which  our  Revolutionary  struggles  and  tbe  iacoD* 
veniences  of  the  late  war  exhibit.   The  losses  aod 
the  sufferings  of  the  nation,  during  those  periods, 
for  want  of  domestic  manufactures,  woald  aloor 
furnish  materials  for  a  volume.    Thatseasopof 
gloom  and  trial  induced  many  of  our  enterprising 
citizens  to  invest  capital  to  a  prodigious  amount 
in  manufactures  of  tbe  first  necessity,  and  condu- 
cing to  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  our  coun- 
trymen. A  valuable  home  market  was  created  fot 
the  consumption  of  the  productions  of  our  soil 
affording  to  the  farmer  the  means  of  independ- 
ence, and  enabling  him  to  obtain  an  equiraleot 
for  his  labor,  in  the  articles  which  he  could  not 
furnish  himself. 

By  a  return  of  peace  those  manufactories  were 
most  seriously  inj  ured.  The  immense  capital  that 
bad  been  employed  was  rendered  wholly  unpro- 
ductive by  the  inundation  of  the  productions  of 
foreign  countries.  Sir,  the  fact  is  obvious  that, 
without  adequate  protection  and  support,  our  do- 
mestic fabric  cannot  compete  with  the  forelgn.| 
Enterprising  citizens  must  sustain  injury,  if  ootj 
sink  in  ruin.  We  have  an  official  return  of  a 
part  of  the  capital  vested  in  useful  domestic  man- 
ufactories in  these  United  States.  From  this  re- 
turn, we  .find  the  capital  employed  amounts  to 
from  fifty  to  seventy-five  millions  of  dollars.  Ii 
is  a  solemn  duty  to  inquire  how  far  we  are  undei 
obligations  to  our  country  and  to  the  proprieton 
of  this  vast  capital  to  avert  the  injury  and  deso- 
lation which  tne  importing  of  foreign  mercban 
dise  must  produce. 

We  contend  for  free  trade— we  must  havi 
cheap  purchases,  and  oppose  all  restriction  upoi 
our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations.  RuiQ  Ij 
represented  as  in  the  train  oi  consequences  wbici 
are  to  follow  the  support  of  domestic  maoufac 
ture.  If  the  Powers  of  the  earth  constituted  dil 
ferent  branches  of  the  same  great  common wealfo 
bound  together  by  similitude  of  feelings  and  prin 
ciples,  and  universal  peace  were  to  attend  thi 
milleniai  condition  of  the  human  race,  then,  it) 
deed,  we  might  pronounce  unnecessary  all  regi 
lations  relative  to  foreign  commerce — all  impos 
tion  of  duties  for  the  protection  of  home  mam 
factures.  We  might  then  preach  up  the  dot 
trines  of  Adam  Smith,  that  commerce  must  tei 
ulate  itself,  and  the  best  soods  are  to  be  gotten,: 
will,  from  the  citizen  and  the  stranger. 

In  this  state  of  things  our  home  market  mig 

be  found  in  London  or  Liverpool,  in  Hamburg* 

Copenhagen,  in  Bremen  or  m  Petersburg,  iii  ^^ 

East  or  the  West  Indies;  as  we  now  find  it 

I  our  own  happy  country,  in  Boston  or  in  Nc 
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York,  JD  Philadelphia  or  in  Baltimore,  in  Charles- 
ton or  in  New  Orleans.  But  where  is  the  man 
whose  credality  can  anticipate  such  an  Utopian 
result?  It  is  the  policy  of  nations  to  take  care  of 
themselves,  aod  they  everywhere  adopt  it.  What 
is  the  design  of  the  despots  of  £urope  in  forming 
ihtir  Holy  Alliance^  as  it  has  been  shamelessly  de- 
Domioated,  but  the  support  of  their  tottering 
thrones,  and  the  suppression  of  that  revolutionary 
spirit  which,  like  the  mild  influence  of  Spring,  is 
spreading  among  the  people  on  every  side.  The 
ambition  which  divided  unhappy  roland,  some 
thirty  years  ago,  among  three  ot  the  European 
despouc  Powers,  has  .recently  assumed  a  more 
formidable  shape.  It  may  be  seen  in  the  resolute 
exertion  to  crush  the  republican  spirit  of  the  Nea- 
politans, and  the  reduction  of  ill-fated  Italy  to 
absolute  slavery.  The  ghost  of  tyranny  is  stalk- 
iog.  where  once  a  generous  Empire  nourished, 
aod  where  the  banners  of  liberty  waved  to  the 
wiod,  bold  and  beautiful.  It  may  be  seen  in  the 
efort  made  by  France  to  reduce  to  unconditional 
submission  to  the  will  of  a  cruel  tyrant,  the  inde- 
(«fident  yeomanry  of  Spain.  It  may  be  seen  in 
liie  awful  calm  which  has  succeeded  these  con- 
Tuhions.  It  is  the  treacherous  and  portentous 
calm  of  the  ocean  before  the  tempestuous  swell  of 
i\s  angry  surges ;  it  is  the  alarming  silence  of  the 
Tolcano,  previous  to  its  dire  and  desolating  erup- 
tions. To  me,  it  is  evident,  from  the  history  of 
Europe,  for  many  centuries,  and  from  the  signs 
of  the  times,  that  the  present  appearance  of  Eu- 
ropean peace  will  be  succeedecl  by  internal  and 
taogulnary  wars.  No  sooner  shall  the  thrones  of 
Europe  have  sufficiently  secured  their  own  power, 
by  degrading  the  minds  of  their  subjects,  and  de- 
Mroying  the  spirit  of  independence  now  spread- 
ing among  them — and  this  they  will  effect,  with- 
out bome  special  interference  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, tor  the  conflict  is  unequal — than  like  Rome, 
&t  the  periods  of  the  triumviri,  some  master  spir- 
its will  lake  the  lead  of  the  rest — some  Marius 
Uid  Sylla,  some  Pompey  and  Cesar,  some  An- 
^j^y  or  Augustus ;  the  Holy  Alliance  will  dis- 
ioUe  as  thread  at  the  touch  of  flame,  and  the 
Dindexs  of  Europe  will  once  more  convert  it  into 
a  field  of  blood.  In  this  state  of  things  we  shall 
Hain  be  harassed  by  unjust  decrees,  and  by  re- 
amed Orders  in  Council.  We  shall  be  thrown 
Wck  suddenly  upon  resources  of  uur  own,  with- 
'  uat  preparation  to  meet  the  exigence. 

Our  situation,  Mr.  President,  may  become  more 
critical  than  the  one  which  I  have  already  sup- 
P<^-  When  the  Monarchs  of  Europe  are  as- 
^bled  together,  do  you  think  that  we  are  not  a 
subject  of  their  holy  consultations?  Do  you  not 
^^iiere  that  we  are  viewed  with  an  eye  of  jeal- 
c»usy  ?  Can  you  suppose  that,  were  they  in  a  sit- 
<^tion  to  do  so,  they  would  not  compel  us  to 
change  our  happy  Government  and  to  take  a 
^iQg:  perhaps  of  their  own  nominating,  to  reign 
over  us?  Let  us,  then,  look  to  ourselves!  Let 
^  raise  and  confirm  a  system  of  our  own,  that 
we  may  live  wholly  independent  of  foreign  sup- 
ply, that  we  may  transmit  to  our  posterity  that 
aberty  and  that  happiness  which  the  best  feelings 


and  blood  of  our  ancestors  have  transmitted  to 
us.  When  we  die,  let  us  have  the  consolation 
that  we  die  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  civil  and  re- 
ligious freedom — that,  from  the  wins  of  our  eagle 
not  a  feather  has  been  plucked — that  we  have 
preserved  the  bright  inheritance  for  generations 
yet  unborn.  The  principles  which  I  have  just 
stated  are  those  which  have  the  greatest  influence 
on  my  mind  in  favor  of  the  tariff. 

Still  farther,  it  is  my  decided  conviction,  that, 
in  a  few  years,  by  a  competition  among  our  own 
manufacturers,  we  shall  nave  the  various  articles 
we  may  want,  where  we  raise  the  raw  materials, 
in  great  abundance,  cheap,  and  of  excellent  quali- 
ty. The  good  effects  are  already  self-evident,  in 
relation  to  our  coarse  cottons  ana  woollens.  We 
are  furnished  with  the  domestic  fabric  cheaper, 
and  of  far  better,  because  of  far  more  substantial 
quality,  in  consequence  of  the  duty  imposed  upon 
the  foreign  importation.  The  same  results  will 
be  produced  in  every  branch  of  manufacture  where 
the  raw  material  springs  from  our  productive  soil. 
Let  the  period  of  foreign  restriction  and  home 
protection  arrive,  we  may  then,  in  accents  of  joy, 
pronounce  ourselves  blessed.  Our  independence 
will  then,  free  as  the  air,  bright  as  the  orb  of 
day,  deserve  the  sacred  name.  As  a  nation,  we 
are  yet  in  our  infancy.  Forty-seven  years  only 
have  clasped  srace  we  dared  to  say — the  colonies 
of  America  shall  be  free — ^that  we  would  thence- 
forth regard  the  empires  of  the  earth,  in  war  our 
enemies,  in  peace  friends.  Yet,  in  consequence 
of  our  impoverishing  policy,  thousands,  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  our  Union,  are  thrown  out  of  employ, 
and  are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  starving,  beg- 
eing,  or  having  their  names  enrolled  on  the  poor 
list.  Encourage  domestic  manufactures,  and  these 
unemployed  people,  whether  old  or  young,  boys  or 
girls,  will  move  along  with  songs  of  joy,  in  the 
ways  of  industry,  and  virtue.  Sir,  the  moral 
habits,  the  frugality,  the  happiness  of  the  people, 
are  committed  to  our  charge.  That  is  a  mere 
half-way  legislation  that  parsimoniously,  or  with 
visionary  systems,  neglects  them.  Why  should 
so  many  ot  our  citizens  be  driven  into  the  field, 
that,  by  ploughing  and  reaping,  the  home  market 
may  be  glutted  ?  Send  your  excess  of  flour  and 
breadstuffs  to  England.  The  policy  of  that  country 
will  not  permit  you  to  sell  these  articles  until  the 
scarcity  of  her  own  crops  menace  her  with  famine. 
Waiting  for  that  period,  your  flour  is  stored  until 
it  spoils  on  your  hands.  The  merchant  who  has 
paid  the  farmer  for  his  flour,  has  to  wander  over 
the  seas,  from  port  to  port,  to  find  a  market.  Alas! 
that  market  he  too  otten  seeks  in  vain.  Suppose 
the  merchant  has  procured,  on  credit,  the  bread- 
stuffs  which  he  vainly  endeavors  to  vend  or  ex- 
change in  foreign  ports.  Unhappy  man  !  What  is 
his  destiny  1  The  bailiff,  the  dungeon,  a  miserable 
family,  a  broken  heart,  may  teach  us. 

Notwithstanding  all  we  know  of  foreign  na- 
tions, and  their  policy,  which  always  accords  with 
a  system  of  favoritism  in  relation  to  their  own  peo- 
ple, and  to  the  direct  d isad van tageqf  foreigners,  yet 
nothing  will  satisfy  us  but  the  placing  ot  the  citi- 
zen of  our  own  country  and  the  foreigner  on  an 
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entire  eqaality  From  sach  policy,  Good  Lord 
deliver  us! 

In  relation  to  the  opposition  made  against  this 
CarifT  upon  the  principle  that  one  part  of  our  coun- 
try is  injured  and  another  benefited,  I,  said  Mr. 
J.,  have  only  to  say,  that,  in  my  deliberate  judg- 
ment, the  whole  is  founded  upon  great,  national, 
and  magnanimous  principles. '  Time  will  demon- 
state  its  beneficial  influence  in  every  part  of  the 
cottntr)r.  Sir,  it  will  draw  the  people  of  these 
States  into  a  closer  union.  It  will  teach  us  to  de- 
pend, under  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  upon  our 
own  vast  resources,  and  will  produce  among  the 
States  a  delightful  and  generous  interchange  of 
commercial  intercourse.  Congress  alone  has  the 
power  to  regulate  the  trade  of  the  States  with 
each  other.  This  duty  has  been  deplorably  ne- 
glected. It  is  high  time  that  we  enter  upon  its 
faithful  discharge. 

The  difficulty  of  internal  transportation  among 
us  has  been  urged  as  a  reason  why  we  should 
procure  our  iron,  our  hemp,  and  our  merchandise, 

fenerally,  from  Russia,  from  Sweden,  from  Great 
(ritain,  and  other  foreign  parts.  But,  sir,  this  is  an 
additional  argument  with  me  to  protect  home  in- 
dustry and  to  facilitate  intercourse  among  the 
several  States.  We  are  blessed  with  immense 
rivers,  haying  their  sources  in  the  interior  of  our 
country,  and  pouring  themselves  into  our  oceans 
from  the  northern  extremity  of  Maine  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  These  rivers,  in  every  direction,  more 
or  less  approach,  and  sometimes,  as  if  to  provoke 
us  to  the  pursuit  of  our  best  policy,  actually  inter- 
lock each  other.  If  obstructions  present  them- 
selves, let  us  remove  them.  Where  canals  are 
practicable,  let  them  be  formed.  Where  great 
connecting  communications  are  too  expensive  for 
individual  States,  let  the  Federal  Government 
afford  every  facility  in  its  power.  By  such  a 
course  every  valley  would  be  exalted  and  every 
mountain  and  hill  be  laid  low;  the  crooked  places 
would  be  made  straight,  and  the  rough  places 
plain.  We  should  feel  and  act  more  than  we  do, 
as  one  great  people.  Sir,  this  nation  is  destined 
to  become  eminent  in  agriculture,  manufactures, 
and  commerce.  In  our  commercial  and  agricul- 
tural interests  we  already  rank  high — but  a  part 
of  our  population  must  and  will  pass  into  a  manu- 
facturing State.  We  are  bound  to  afford  to  this 
class  of  our  citizens  substantial  protection  and 
aid.  They  must  not  be  left  to  snner  and  to  per- 
ish. Your  patronage  will  make  their  movement 
gradual,  pleasant,  and  salutary.  It  will  be  the 
pass-word — Shibboleth — with  which  they  will 
cross  the  waters  of  Jordan  without  impediment; 
it  will  be  more ;  it  will  supply  them  with  a  pillar 
of  cloud  by  day  and  of  fire  by  night.  Without 
such  aid  you  introduce  our  infant  manufacturers 
into  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death. 

The  subject  is  inexhaustible.  So  much  has 
been  said  in  detail,  that  I  do  not  feel  myself  jus- 
tifiable in  protracting  the  debate.  Yet,  as  the 
motion  is  to  strike  out  the  article  relative  to  the 
protection  which  should  be  given  to  hemp,  I  con- 
sider it  due  to  the  people  whom  I  have  the  honor 
of  representing,  to  claim  that  protection  in  favor 


of  this  production,  which  is  extended  to  other 
great  staples  of  the  United  States.  We  want  oo 
local  advantages,  no  extravagant  support,  no  ex- 
clusive benefits ;  but  we  wish  equalitv  of  rights, 
and  a  system  founded  upon  the  broad  oasis  of  na- 
tional policy.  In  the  growth  of  this  latter  article, 
it  is  well  known  that  Kentucky  alone  is  not  inter- 
ested. Certainly,  we  raise  it  in  great  abandaQce. 
We  could  supply  a  lar^e  portion  of  the  United 
States,  had  we  sufficient  encoaragemeot;  bat 
many  other  States  have  soil  and  climate  weii 
adapted  to  the  culture  of  this  important  staple. 
It  has  been  asserted,  and  not  contradicted,  that 
nine-tenths  of  it  is  imported  from  a  distaneeof 
four  thousand  miles  from  Russia ;  when  no  man 
can  deny  that  we  have  soil  in  abundance,  and  of 
the  proper  character,  for  supplying  the  whole  mar- 
ket of  the  United  States.  And  yet,  sir,  shockiog 
as  is  the  impolicy  and  absurdity  of  the  tneasorv. 
we  prefer  the  growth  of  Russian  hemp,  rather 
than  the  encouragement  of  our  own.  Sir,  I  shall 
Tote  against  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  duty  on 
foreign  hemp. 

It  IS  remarkable,  that  we  should  not  concur  in 
the  coarse  which  alone  can  give  us  a  home  mar- 
ket, for  the  consumption  of  a  great  staple  of  on 
country,  when  in  foreign  countries  we  either  find 
a  glutted  market,  or  no  market  at  all.  The  tntk 
is,  that  we  commenced  a  system  of  supportio; 
certain  branches  of  domestic  industry  soon  ana 
the  organization  of  the  Federal  Government;  and, 
in  every  case,  the  protection  has  excluded  foreigfl 
competition.  By  this  system,  we  have  secured  tt 
the  nayigating  interest  the  whole  of  the  coastiu 
trade,  and  almost  the  whole  of  the  commerce  witi 
distant  nations.  The  same  system  has  excludet 
from  our  ports  foreign  snuffs  and  manufacturec 
tobacco ;  giving  a  complete  monopoly  to  the  bomi 
market.  It  is  admitted  that  3,500,000  of  our  pop 
ulation  are  interested  in  the  cultiyation  of  the  soil 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  bread,  meat,  and  otfae 
articles  of  subsistence ;  yet,  with  few  exceptioft 
the  productions  of  this  great  portion  of  oar  peap 
are  totally  excluded  from  the  European  market 
In  Great  Britain,  as  I  hare  already  stated,  thi 
are  never  admitted,  excepting  when  that  couoff 
is  threatened  with  extreme  want  and  staryatiti 
Our  great  staples,  flour,  tobacco,  cotton,  rice,  i 
find  glutted  markets,  and  breadstuffs  generalijr  n 
market  at  all.  It  is  well  known  that  cottao  i 
produced  in  the  East  and  West  Indies,  in  Scut 
America,  and  in  Egypt,  and  exported  thence  t 
Great  Britain ;  and  that  tobacco  is  the  growth  c 
the  Crimea,  and  many  other  countries.  Sir,  tx 
fore  I  sit  down,  allow  me  most  solemnly,  Btid  i 
the  name  of  the  sacred  honor  and  best  interests c 
our  country,  to  ask  you  whether,  while  we  m« 
with  the  competition  which  I  have  stated,  in  for 
eign  markets,  it  be  not  our  dutv,  and  has  no 
become  high  time  to  secure  the  home  market  ti 
ourselves? 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  replied  to  Mr.  Joe* 
SON.  He  said  the  object  for  which  our  faih^^ 
fought  was  to  free  their  children  from  tyraonj 
and  oppressive  taxation.  This  protection  ol  onl 
State  against  another  was  but  a  plan  to  rob  oA 
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to  eorich  another.  In  relation  to  the  depression 
of  the  surplus  of  our  productions  in  foreign  mar- 
kets, this  bill,  Mr.  T.  said,  was  no  protection 
ipmst  it.  The  price  of  those  commodities  could 
ofiljr  be  fixed  by  competition.  The  best  protec- 
tion to  cotton-growers  would  be  to  admit  foreign 
hhxks  freely,  and  thereby  create  a  general  de- 
Btt&d  for  the  article.  This  protection  to  our  own 
articles  was  merely  a  tribute  to  capitalists. 

Mr.  Van  Boren  said  that  he  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explanation  only ;  to  reconcile  his  present 
vote  with  one  he  was  prepared,  and  would,  doubt- 
>esE,  be  called  upon  to  give  on  the  question  under 
eoQsideration.  He  was  in  favor  of  increasing  the 
iulj  on  hemp  with  a  view  of  affording  protection 
to  its  cultivation  in  this  country.  He  was  willing 
loTotefor  a  liberal  but  reasonable  increase.  The 
oDe  proposed  by  the  bill  be  thought  was  not  of 
that  character.  The  present  duty  is  thirty  dollars 
a  ton,  the  one  contained  in  the  bill  is  forty-four 
idlars  and  eighty  cents  per  ton,  making  an  in- 
crease of  nearly  fifty  per  centum.  Mr.  V.  B. 
eooid  not  think  that  the  cultivation  of  the  article 
10  question  required  for  its  protection  so  great  an 
ioerease  of  the  duty ;  nor  would  a  due  regard  to 
liie  other  great  interests  of  the  country  admit  of 
its  imposition.  If,  therefore  the  motion  of  his 
friend  from  Massachusetts  had  been  to  strike  out 
the  rate  of  increase  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  it 
to  a  reasonable  amount,  Mr.  V.  B.  would  have 
roted  for  it.  But  his  motion  was  not  of  that 
character.  It  was  to  strike  the  dutv  on  hemp  out 
of  the  bill,  to  which  he  (Mr.  V.  B.)  was  opposed. 
Whilst,  therefore,^  he  would  vote  against  striking 
%  he  was  prepared  to  reduce  the  duty  contained 
uithe  bill  to  an  amount  which,  in  his  best  judg- 
oeni,  would  be  just  and  politic. 

Mr.  Talbot,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate as  follows: 

1  rise  with  much  hesitation  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks 00  the  question  before  the  Senate,  prompt- 
^  by  the  strongest  sense  of  its  vital  interest  to 
^  bappiness  and  permanent  prosperity,  not  only 
to  the  State  whose  interests  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent,  but  to  a  large  portion  of  the  good 
{Kople  of  the  United  States.    Why  the  honorable 
gnitlemaa  from  Massachusetts,  who  has  made  this 
motion,  has  chosen,  throueh  the  whole  course  of 
b  remarks,  to  represent  the  duty  imposed  on  this 
^cie  as  a  Kentucky  measure — as  one  in  which 
^ie  alone  was  interested,  I  am  not  able  to  coniec- 
^ore.   He  surely  cannot  be  ignorant  that,  what- 
^er  interest  ihe.representatives  of  that  State  may 
baie  taken,  or  with  whatever  zeal  or  warmth  they 
may  hare  advocated  or  embraced  this  measure  of 
»^e  profoundest  interest  to  this  country,  in  a  na- 
l^oal  point  of  view,  that  it  is  not  the  sentiment 
of  the  love  we  bear  for  our  State  alone,  or  the 
'*gard  we  entertain  for  that  great  and  interesting 
jwiion  of  the  Union  from  which  we  come,  that 
Mi  dictated  our  opinion,  or  the  course  we  have 
pursued,  or  the  warm  sentiments  of  zeal  with 
which  we  advocate,  or  desire  to  see  it  adopted 
oy  the  councils  of  ahe  nation.    [Here  Mr.  Lloyd 
QRlain«d,  by  observing  that  he  had  not,  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  aUuded  to  the  State  of 


Kentucky  in  any  other  sense,  or  with  any  other 
view,  than  that  of  personifying  that  portion  of 
the  Union  which  was  more  immediately  interest- 
ed in  the  cultivation  of  the  article  under  consid- 
eration.] Mr.  T.  proceeded :  I  am  entirely  at  a 
loss,  Mr.  President,  to  comprehend  the  application 
of  the  course  of  remark,  or  the  historical  details 
in  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has  indulged 
himself,  in  relation  to  the  embarrassments  of  the 
people  of  Massachusetts,  at  a  period  so  remote  as 
that  to  which  he  alluded,  (that  immediately  suc- 
ceeding the  Revolution  ;)  of  the  debts  contracted ; 
of  the  replevin  laws,  and  other  dilatory  measures 
adopted  hy  the  government  of  that  State,  to  sus- 
pend, evade,  or  delay  their  payment ;  of  the  in- 
surrection or  the  quiet  and  sober  people  of  that 
pious  and  moral  State,  or  of  the  prompt  and  de- 
cisive measures  adopted  for  the  suppression  of 
this  insurrection,  by  the  aid  of  military  force,  the 
promptness  of  its  application,  or  its  complete  suc- 
cess. As  the  honorable  sentleman  has  made  no 
application  of  this  valuable  historical  sketch,  I 
shall  not  detain  the  Senate  in  conjectures  of  what 
might  have  been  insinuated ;  leaving  to  the  good 
people  of  Massachusetts,  for  their  own  instruction, 
the  valuable  monitory  hints  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  may  have  intended  to  convey  from 
this  retrospect  of  past  errors  and  aberrations  from 
the  path  of  wisdom  or  of  duty.  It  is  true  that 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  with  some  of  her  sisters 
of  the  West,  has,  for  some  years  past,  been  labor- 
ing under  the  pressure  of  great  embarrassments, 
resulting  not  from  a  defect  of  industry,  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  fertile  and  productive  soils  with 
which  Providence,  in  its  kindness,  had  provided, 
and  in  which  a  happy  destiny,  bad  placed  them. 
They  are  to  be  ascribed  to  habits  of^  too  free  and 
profuse  expenditure,  into  which  they  had  been 
thoughtlessly  induced,  by  the  seductive  tempta- 
tions held  out  to  them  by  their  Eastern  brethren 
of  the  Atlantic  commercial  cities;  into  the  pur- 
chase of  their  imported  luxuries,  and  the  unlim- 
ited credits  with  which  they  were  indulged  for 
the  payment  of  them,  relying  on  the  fruits  of 
their  industry,  bestowed  on  one  of  the  most  fertile 
soils  on  earth,  blessed  with  the  smiles  of  Provi- 
dence for  the  fulfilment,  with  good  faith,  of  en- 
gagements thus  imprudently  made.  These  en- 
gagements would  have  been  as  faithfully  fulfilled 
had  the  providence  and  wisdom  of  the  councils  of 
the  nation  interposed  in  furnishing  protection; 
and,  by  that  protection,  afforded  markets  for  the 
productive  fruits  of  their  industry  and  their  labor. 
This  is  but  a  faint  and  feeble  sketch,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, of  the  seneral  and  leading  causes  which  have 
led,  within  t^e  few  latter  years  of  our  history,  not 
only  to  the  embarrassments  and  distresses  of  the 
Western,  but  almost  of  every  other  portion  of  the 
interior  sections  of  the  Union,  (the  great  mercan- 
tile cities  of  our  Atlantic  seacoast  excepted.)  And, 
in  this  distress,  with  the  progressive  depreciation 
'  in  the  price  of  property  of  all  descriptions,  result- 
ing from  the  want  of  a  sound  circulating  medium, 
and  the  deficiency  of  foreign  markets  for  the  agri- 
cultural productions  of  the  industry  of  the  coun- 
try, is  the  wisdom,  as  well  as  the  justice,  of  the 
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councils  of  the  nation,  invoked  by  a  much  suf*  I 
fering  communitv,  for  some  measure  of  redress 
for  such  accumulated  evils.  And  is  there  none 
within  the  competency  of  legislation  to  afford  1 
Can,  or  will  the  General  Government  afford  no 
adequate  relief,  by  the  extension  of  protecting  du> 
ties  on  the  importation  of  the  productions  of  api- 
culture and  the  manufacturing  industry  of  foreign 
nations  to  the  distresses  of  our  own  7  To  these 
questions,  the  opponents  of  this  bill,  the  advocates 
of  the  present  motion,  five  an  unqualified  and  un- 
hesitating negative.  IVay,  they  ar^ue  most  stren- 
uously against  all  impositions  of  duties  on  importa- 
tions, laid  with  a  view,  or  on  the  principle,  of  the 
protection  of  our  domestic  industry.  Arguments, 
embracing  within  the  scope  of  their  operation  and 
tendency,  not  only  the  increased  duties  proposed 
by  the  present  bill,  but  all  other  duties  whicn  can 
be  proposed,  or  which  have  heretofore,  at  any  pe- 
riod been  imposed  with  a  view  to  such  protection  ; 
with  what  propriety  or  consistency,  a  brief  sketch, 
a  hasty  glance  at  such  duties  as  have  been  im- 
posed with  this  view,  will  be  apparent. 

Among  the  most  prominent  of  the  articles  of 
agricultural  growth,  which,  at  the  very  commence- 
ment of  our  present  Government,  under  our  happy 
Constitution,  received  this  Governmental  aid,  are 
those  of  cotton,  the  manufactures  of  tobacco  and 
sugar — the  last  of  which  articles,  although  not 
grown  at  the  period  of  the  adoption  of  this  duty, 
and  therefore  not  within  the  scope  of  that  protec- 
tion intended  to  be  afforded  to  tne  others,  nas,  in 
effect,  received  all  that  protection  and  fostering 
care  of  the  Government  in  the  perpetuation  of  this 
duty,  which  it  could  have  done  had  it  been  within 
the  view  of  the  policy  which  dictated  those  duties 
on  cotton  and  tobacco.  The  continuance  of  such 
duty  since  the  period  of  its  adoption,  with  so  much 
success  to  a  portion  of  our  acquired  territory  of 
Louisiana,  is  founded  upon  the  same  considera- 
tions of  a  wise  and  enlightened  policy,  which  gave 
birth  to  the  coequal  imposition  on  those  of  tobacco 
and  cotton,  and  entitles  the  other  portions  of  the 
communitv.  who  do  not  participate  in  this  rich 
and  valuable  production,  to  ask  and  expect  from 
the  growers  of  this,  with  the  other  enumerated 
\  articles,  the  same  return  of  reciprocal  good  will, 
and  a  participation  in  the  same  advantages,  by  an 
extension  of  adequate  protection  in  the  cultivation 
of  other  agricultural  productions  peculiar  to  the 
other  portions  of  our  extensive  and  diversified 
soils  and  climates.  That  there  is  great  distress 
prevailing  in  the  agricultural  classes  of  society, 
not  only  of  the  interior  and  Western  States,  but 
even  in  those  of  the  Southern,  heretofore  engaged 
in  a  most  profitable  cultivation  ;  that  the  foreign 
markets  are  glutted  with  the  article  of  cotton,  the 
result  of  which  has  been  a  continued  and  alarm- 
ing depression  in  the  price  of  this  article ;  that  the 
increased  production  of  cotton,  by  its  successful 
introduction  in  the  Brazils,  and  in  other  portions 
of  the  recently  emancipated  provinces  of  South 
America,  the  luxuriant  fertility  of  which,  com- 
bined with  the  more  auspicious  and  favored  cli- 
mates of  our  globe,  by  increasing  the  competition 
amongst  the  growers  of  this  valuable  staple  in 


these  States,  tends  not  only  to  diniinish  the  profits 
of  our  cultivation,  by  increased  competitioD  Id 
the  markets,  but  so  to  overstock  it  as  to  aDoibilate 
entirelv  the  profits  of  the  cultivation,  to  draw  u^ 
from  the  cultivation,  and  to  overwhelm,  in  irrem- 
ediable ruin,  those  portionsofour  population  whose 
prosperity  essentially  depends  upon  this  staple 
article. 

If  these  facts  are  recognised  on  all  sides,  and 
acknowledged  by  these  cultivators  themselves,  the 
violent  opposers  of  this  bill,  does  it  not  behoove 
them  to  pause,  and  consider  well  whether  tbejr 
themselves  have  not  a  common  interest  with  every 
portion  of  this  Union  in  the  encouragement  of 
domestic  manufactures,  to  increase  and  extend 
the  home  market  for  this  staple  article,  by  which 
the  domestic  consumption  of  the  countr]|r  will  in- 
crease and  extend,  not  only  the  domestic  manu- 
facture, but  the  consumption  of  this  raw  material, 
the  uses  of  which  are  so  rapidly*  extending  them- 
selves through  all  classes  of  society  ? 

But  it  is  objected,  by  the  honorable  gentlemao 
who  moves  to  strike  out  this  item  in  the  bill,  that 
this  article  of  hemp  cannot  be  produced  and 
dressed  in  such  manner  and  in  such  quality  as  to 
answer  for  the  purpose  of  ringing  our  merchant 
vessels;  that,  whatever  may  be  the  quality  or  ca- 
pacity of  the  soil  for  its  production,  the  length  of 
the  days,  with  the  great  warmth  of  the  sun,  in 
those  parts  of  Russia  where  this  article  is  culti- 
vated, in  which  the  sun  is  twenty-two  hours  abo^e 
the  horizon,  is  essential  to  the  successful  water- 
rotting  of  hemp,  the  only  mode  of  preparing  and 
curing  this  article  which  can  fit  and  prepare  it  for 
the  rigging  of  vessels;  that  the  climate  of  Ken- 
tucky, unsuitable  for  this  purpose,  with  the  sitaaj 
tion  of  its  rivers,  deeply  imbedded,  and  flowing  aj 
great  depths  below  the  surface  of  the  earth,  with 
the  foetid  odor  which  exhales  during  this  procesj 
of  water-rotting,  forbid  all  just  expectation  tha 
Kentucky  could  ever  produce,  even  with  the  pro- 
tection of  this  bill,  this  article,  of  proper  quality 
for  the  use  of  our  marine  or  navy. 

These  objections,  Mr.  President,  however  spe^ 
cious,  are  founded  in  mistakes  and  misconception^ 
as  regards  the  capacity  of  the  soil  and  climate  o 
our  country,  compared  with  those  of  Russia,  a 
well  as  in  the  capacities,  the  qualities,  and  resoar 
ces,  of  our  countrymen,  to  surmount  any  real  diffi! 
culties  which  may  present  themselves.  As  rej 
spects  the  first,  nature  has  not  been  so  niggard  o{ 
her  gifts  as  the  observations  of  the  honoranle  gen 
tleman  would  imply;  for,  I  am  still  to  learn,  sij 
if,  indeed,  the  fact  be  so,  that  the  country  of  th 
Ukraine,  though  blessed  with  a  fertile  soil  ao{ 
auspicious  clime,  well  adapted  to  the  successn 
cultivation  of  tnis  important  staple,  and  frof 
which  the  importations  of  our  foreign  hemp  a 
made,  is  endowed  with  any  happy  peculiariti< 
for  this  purpose,  with  which  the  same  munificeo 
and  Almighty  band  has  not  spread  its  equa 
blessings  on  our  Western  climes;  although  to 
hand  of  industry  and  successful  cultivation  hasal 
yet  developed,  but  in  a  comparatively  small  dj 
pree,  the  capacities  which  they  present  to  ih 
hand  of  industry,  of  labor,  and  of  art,  under  th 
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coltiVstioo  of  her  hardy  and  industrious  sons. 
And  permit  roe  to  correct  a  mistake  into  which 
the  limited  informatioD  of  the  honorahle  gentle- 
man, in  relation  to  the  topography  of  Kentucky, 
has  betrayed  him;  for,  though  it  is  true  that  the 
rirer  Kentucky,  from  which  our  State  derives  its 
Dame,  is  sunk  from  two  to  three  hundred  feet  be- 
low the  level  of  the  adjacent  land ;  the  channel 
bein^  lined  in  many  parts  with  white  marble 
zWSij  beautiful  and  romantic  in  a  high  degree: 
yet,  it  is  equally  true,  and  equallv  known  to  all 
vbo  hare  any  knowledge  of  the  face  and  aspect 
of  our  State,  that,  in  this  extraordinary  tract^  this 
rirer  is  peculiar  there,  and  that  not  only  the  rivers, 
but  creeks,  rills,  and  branches,  from  which  sup- 
plies of  water  are  to  be  collected  in  dams  and 
ponds,  which,  combined  with  the. Summer  sun, 
which  remains  above  the  horizon  only  fifteen 
boars  in  our  happy  clime,  is  believed  to  be  quite 
spfficieat  to  produce  the  effect  desired,  such  par- 
tial decompositioD  of  the  vegetable  gluten  of  this 
imporUDt  staple  as  fits  it  for  the  brake,  and  which, 
with  the  proper  dressing,  will  produce  the  article 
possessed  of  all  the  properties  requisite  for  the 
maoafacturing,  not  only  the  cable,  and  other  rig- 
ging, bat  sails  for  our  merchant  vessels,  equal  to 
even  that  of  Russia,  or  any  other  portion  of  the 
globe. 

But  gentlemen  speak  of  the  capacity  of  the  re- 
gions in  which  this  article  can  be  cultivated  with 
success,  as  totally  incompetent,  in  any  reasonable 
degree,  to  supply  the  demand  for  our  domestic 
market,  and  urge,  in  lamentable  and  desponding 
strains,  the  oppression,  hardship,  and  distress,  to 
which  those  engaged  in*  the  foreign  commerce 
will  be  exposed,  by  being  compelled  to  pay  this 
enormous  duty  on  Russia  hemp.  And,  to  give  a 
darker  shade  to  the  coloring  in  which  this  oppres- 
sion and  distress  is  drawn,  they  represent  this  im- 
portant interest  in  the  nation^  not  only  in  a  state 
of  suffering  and  distress,  but  in  the  very  throes  of 
npiring  agony,  sinking  under  the  neglect,  if  not 
eipiring  under  the  oppression,  of  governmental 
r^uUtion. 

ihat  this  interest  is  one  of  immense  importance 
to  the  prosperity,  the  welfare,  and  greatness  of 
the  country,  will  be  denied  by  none ;  but,  that  it 
bas  been  permitted  to  suffer,  to  languish,  or  decay, 
^f  ihe  neglect,  or  been  oppressed  by  any  acts  of 
impolicy  or  injustice  of  the  Government,  is  une- 
pTocallf  denied.  By  what  acts  of  legislation 
oas  this  interest  been  oppressed  ?  Not  one  has 
^>seft  pointed  out,  or  even  hinted  at,  by  the  oppo- 
Benisof  the  present  bill.  What  acts  of  legisla- 
tioo,  within  the  competency  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, have  not  been  passed  for  the  encourage- 
Qi^Qt,  extension,  and  prosperity  of  the  commerce 
and  navigating  interest  of  these  States?  Have 
^ot  the  acts  regulating  the  coasting  trade  secured 
to  the  fthippiog  interest  a  complete  and  exclusive 
monopoly  of  that  extensive  and  valuable  portion 
of  the  navigation  embraced  in  the  interests  of  in- 
ternal commerce  ?  a  commerce  which,  from  the 
Tast  extent  of  our  territories,  the  diversity  of  soils, 
*nd  climates,  and  productions ;  the  agricultural 
and  manufaeturing  industry  of  part  ministering  to 


the  wants,  the  comforts,  and  enjoyments  of  the 
other ;  and  thus  furnishing,  at  present,  and  des- 
tined to  furnish,  in  ages  yet  to  come,  a  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  these  States  unknown 
and  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  world.  Are 
not  the  various  navigation  acts  conferring  exclu- 
sive advantages  on  American  built  and  American 
owned  ships  modelled  upon  the  famous  navigation 
laws  of  England,  built  up  and  cherished  by  the 
wisdom  of  successive  a^es?  Are  these  nothing? 
Do  the  laws  imposing  discriminating  duties  on  the 
tonnage  of  foreign  vessels,  in  favor  of  the  naviga- 
tion and  importation  of  merchandise  from  abroad, 
insure  no  advantage  to  the  owners  of  American 
vessels?  And  with  what  view,  and  for  whose 
advantage,  have  the  various  measures  of  restric- 
tion, adopted  by  the  American  Government  for 
the  purpose  of  countervailing  the  unjust  regula- 
tions imposed  by  foreign  Governments,  been  in- 
troduced ?  And  have  not  the  ship  owners  of  our 
own  country,  at  least,  participated  in  all  the  ad- 
vantages received  or  anticipated  by  the  introduc- 
tion ot  those  measures  ?  But  a  ready  answer  can 
be  given  to  all  these  questions.  And  that  answer 
ou^ht,  at  once  and  forever,  to  put  to  silence  these 
unfounded  imputations.  But  does  this  brief  and 
hasty  enumeration  of  laws,  passed  for  the  avowed 
and  express  purpose  of  the  encouragement  and 
protection  of  our  shipping  interest,  embrace  the 
whole?  No.  What  was  the  great  and  primary 
object  and  policy  of  the  American  Government 
in  rearing  up  a  Naval  Establishment,  upon  a  great 
and  extended  scale,  built  and  maintained  at  such 

freat  expenditure  of  the  treasure  of  the  nation  ? 
n  part,  to  be  sure,  for  the  protection  of  our  sea- 
coast  from  the  danger  of  invasion  by  foreign  ene- 
mies— a  danger  future  and  contingent,  and  not 
greatly  to  be  apprehended  by  a  Grovernment  Hke 
our  own,  pacific,  and  essentially  so  in  its  very 
principles  and  organization — but  constituting  a 
species  of  force,  at  all  times  of  the  highest  use  and 
importance,  in  the  protection  of  our  foreign  com- 
merce from  the  piracies  and  robberies  of  professed 
depredators  on  tne  peaceful  commerce  of  all  the 
world,  as  well  as  from'  the  rival  pretensions  and 
evident  usurpations  of  civilized  and  social  man. 

For  whose  especial  protection  and  advantage 
are  the  extensive  chains  of  fortifications  on  tne 
widely  extended  line  of  your  Atlantic  seacoast,  if 
not  for  the  possessions  on  land  as  well  as  of  the 
commerce  floating  on  the  ocean  from  the  Atlantic 
ports?  And  have  the  citizens  of  your  interior  or 
Western  States  any  direct  interest,  at  least  in 
comparison  with  those  of  the  inhabitants  of  these 
Atlantic  States,  in  rearing  and  maintaining  these 
great  establishments  ?  And  yet  has  any  of  these 
States  complained  of  these  expenditures  as  bur- 
densome or  unjust  towards  them?  Nay,  have 
they  not  with  cheerfulness,  cordiality,  and  even 
zeal,  contributed,  not  only  their  money,  but,  when 
called  on  by  the  voice  ofhonor  and  of  patriotism, 
lavished  their  blood  as  well  as  treasure  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  nation's  rights,  outraged  in  its  com- 
mercial rights  on  the  ocean  by  the  insolence  and 
injastice  of  a  foreign  nation? 

But  let  me  not  be  misunderstood  in  the  course 
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of  the  remarks  in  which  I  have  indulged  myself, 
in  reply  to  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  have 
uttered  their  complaints  of  the  threatened  ruin  of 
our  foreign  commerce,  and  who  would  impute 
such  ruin  to  th^  neglect  of  this  important  interest 
of  the  nation,  on  the  part  of  its  Government, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  look  with  an  impartial  eye, 
and  to  attend  with  impartial  care,  to  all  the  wide- 
spread interests  of  its  people — a  principle  which 
the  friends  of  this  bill  not  only  recognise,  but  the 
application  of  which  thev  specially  invoke  to  our 
aid  in  the  adoption  of  the  present  measures,  the 
main  scope  and  object  of  which  they  aver  to  be 
the  protection  of  the  first  and  dearest  interest  of 
every  independent  nation — the  encouragement 
and  protection  of  the  domestic  industry  of  the 
country,  as  applied  to  its  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures, on  the  perfection  of  which  so  much  of 
the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  its  citizens  must 
always  depend. 

But  to  ascertain  whether  those  engaged  in  for- 
eign commerce  are  to  be  injuriously  affected  by 
the  encouragement  of  domestic  manufacture:;, 
which  is  held  out  in  the  present  bill,  it  is  proper 
to  understand  in  what  foreign  commerce  consists, 
and  on  what  its  existence  and  success  depend.  Is 
it  more  or  less  than  an  exchange  of  the  surplus 

J  productions  of  the  respective  labors  of  our  own, 
or  those  of  foreign  countries  ?  I  speak  not  of  the 
carrying  trade  of  the  commerce  ol  other  nations, 
which  every  State  engrosses  to  itself  in  time  of 
peace.  If  foreign  commerce,  therefore,  consists 
in  this  exchange  of  our  own,  for  the  commodities 
of  other  nations,  to  what  extent  can  this  com- 
merce be  carried  on  ?  And  are  not  its  limits  to 
be  found  in  the  number,  value,  and  amount,  of  the 
productions  of  your  own  home  industry,  which  is 
the  extent  (to  speak  in  general  terms)  of  your 
means  of  acquiring,  by  this  commerce  of  ex- 
changes with  foreign  nations,  the  surplus  of  their 
productive  labor  ?  And  if  it  is,  what,  I  ask,  em- 
phatically, of  those  who  represent  the  interests  of 
the  foreign  merchants  here,  is  the  true  interest  of 
those  concerned  in  navigation  and  foreign  trade  ? 
And  if  it  is  not  by  offering  incentives,  by  holding 
out  inducements  to  our  citizens  to  embark  in  new 
and  profitable  branches  of  manufactures,  and  to 
approach  in  some  degree  towards  perfecting  of 
those  now  begun — thus,  by  increasing  the  number 
and  value  of  our  commodities,  for  which  a  de- 
mand may  be  found  in  foreign  markets  (or  even 
in  our  own)  to  increase  and  multiply  the  business 
of  profitable  exchange;  and  thus  give  new  and 
additional  employment  for  the  mercantile  classes, 
in  effecting  the  exchanges  of  such  new  commo- 
dities, to  increase  and  extend  the  navigation  and 
commerce  of  our  country  with  other  nations,  for 
the  accommodation,  and  to  the  mutual  profit  and 
advantage  of  all  concerned. 

To  honorable  gentlemen  who  represent  a  por- 
tion of  the  agricultural  interests,  which  are  con- 
cerned in  the  cultivation  of  the  great  and  import- 
ant staples  of  cotton  and  tobacco,  are  there  not 
arguments  to  be  drawn  from  recent  experience, 
combined  with  the  immediate  prosperity  of  the 
future,  which  ought  to  admonish  them  of  the  fatal 


effects  which  have  and  must  result  from  the  pol- 
icy heretofore  pursued,  and  to  induce  them  toleod 
their  suffrages  and  their  aid  in  the  adoptioo  of 
the  measures  proposed  by  the  present  bill?  To 
the  cultivators  of  cotton,  is  it  necessary  to  urge 
what  they  themselves  admit — that  the  profits  of 
this  cultivation,  formerly  so  productive,  have  not 
only  decreased  within  the  few  past  vears,  but  at 
the  present  prices,  has  ceased  to  yield  any  profit 
whatever,  on  the  capitals  employed  in  its  cultiva- 
tion ?  Let  me  invite  them  to  a  retrospect  of  some 
five  or  six  years  past,  and  leave  to  tneir  own  se- 
rious reflections  the  melancholy  prospects  which 
it  holds  out  to  their  future  contemplation  oa  this, 
to  them,  most  interesting  topic.  Does  not  the 
history  of  this  trade,  for  the  last  seven  years,  de- 
monstrate that,  with  the  increased  extent  oi  ex- 
portation of  come  30,000,000  pounds  of  cotton  in 
the  year  1822,  beyond  that  of  the  preceding  year, 
the  English  markets  for  this  article  became  so 
overstocked  as  to  reduce  the  price  to  the  loss  of 
several  millions  to  the  exporters — thus  exhibiting 
the  melancholy  fact  of  the  increase  of  cuiiivatioo, 
of  industry,  labor,  and  capital,  bestowed  on  the 
cultivation,  resulting  in  diminished  profit,  if  not 
ruin,  to  the  planters,  as  well  as  to  the  exporters^ 
and  ultimately,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  in 
poverty  and  ruin  to  the  country  ?  Is  there  no 
remedy  for  this  actual  as  well  as  anticipated  evil, 
to  spring  from  the  causes  which  have  been  enu- 
merated i  And  where  is  such  remedy  to  be  found, 
if  it  is  not  in  the  policy  which  has  given  birth  to 
the  measure  now  under  consideration  1  And  that 
is,  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  agriculturist, 
by  affording  an  increase  of  the  home  market,  by 
increasing  the  domestic  manufacture  of  this  raw 
material.  This  will  extend  the  market,  and  the 
demand  for  the  commodity ;  and  thus  relieve  tiie 
planter  from  the  present  pressure,  arising  from  io- 
sufficiedt  or  glutted  markets,  by  the  consumption 
of  their  productions,  by  the  persons  thus  profitably 
employed  in  manufacturing  establishments,  who 
must  be  fed  and  supported  by  the  labors  of  the 
cultivator. 

To  the  sections  of  our  country  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  tobacco,  the  same  arguments  apply? 
with  accumulated  force.  And  in  this  article  the 
State  from  which  I  come,  and  which  I  have  (he 
honor  in  part  to  represent,  have  an  interest  in 
common  with  our  brethren  of  Virginia,  Mary- 
land, and  North  Carolina,  The  total  of  the  Eu- 
ropean demand  for  this  great  staple  of  the  indus- 
try of  these  States,  is  60,000  to  70,000  hossheads 
per  annum.  A  quantity  so  far  from  anording 
encouragement  for  the  cultivation  of  the  article, 
or  competition  in  the  foreign  market,  I  will  ven- 
ture to  afiSrm  the  labor  and  industry  of  Kentucky, 
were  an  adequate  inducement  offered,  would,  with- 
out a  very  extraordinary  effort,  furnish  in  any 
given  year.  As  a  decisive  proof  that  this  limited 
and  insufi^cient  market  is  overstocked,  not  only 
the  low  price  of  the  article,  of  the  ordinary  quali- 
ties, in  the  foreign  as  well  as  the  domestic  market, 
of  which  we  are  all  melancholy  witnesses,  but  the 
intelligence  from  abroad,  that  the  markets  of  Lon- 
don, Amsterdam,  and  Rotterdam,  to  which  thtf 
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article  is  transported  from  our  own  ports,  are  not 
oaly  oTerstocked,  bat  supplied,  upon  an  average 
of  somethiDg  like  one  year's  supply,  in  anticipa- 
tioo.  So  that  even  the  exporters  of  the  last  year's 
crop  have  no  prospect  of  obtaining  a  marlcet  at 
even  the  lowest  price. 

To  the  coltivators  of  wheat,  or  the  manufactarer 
of  flour  a  ad  of  other  breadstaffs^  no  better  prospect 
of  a  profitable  market  presents  itself;  but  one,  still 
more  melancholy,  if  possible,  of  future  profitable 
market,  or  even  any  market,  for  these  articles. 
which  were  at  one  time,  (when  the  armies  of  all 
Europe  were  to  be  fed  by  neutral  America,)  the 
great  and  preferable  staples  of  some  of  the  Northern 
aod  Middle,  and  even  of  the  Western  States. 
Most  of  the  kingdoms  of  commercial  Europe  now 
eoitivate  the  whole  or  greater  portion  of  these  ar- 
ticles, which  are  required  for  the  support  of  their  re- 
spectirepopulation ;  and  England,  acountry  which, 
Qoder  the  influence  of  a  system  of  liberal  exchanges, 
on  terms  of  mutaal  advantage,  should  have  fur- 
nished a  market  for  all  the  surplus  of  these  articles, 
by  the  monopoly  in  favor  of  her  own  domestic 
agncollare,  has,  by  the  operation  of  her  com  laws, 
excluded  them  from  her  ports.  A  system  of  ex- 
clusion 80  rigid,  as  not  to  admit  of  relaxation,  ex- 
cept when  the  prospect  of  scanty  and  insufficient 
crops  at  home  presents  to  her  numerous  popula- 
tioa  the  horrors  of  famine,  or  the  picture  of  distress 
so  immediate  and  alarming,  as  to  admit  of  no  al- 
ternative. 

With  prospects  so  appalling  to  the  future  eflorts 
of  the  industrious  and  laboring  farmer  and  the 
enterprising  merchant;  with  no  prospect  of  re- 
noDeration  for  the  labors  of  the  one,  or  the  enter- 
pri^s  of  the  other ;  whither  shall  we  turn,  Mr. 
President,  for  consolation  or  redress  ?  If  it  is  not 
to  be  foond  in  the  measure  before  us,  will  the  op- 
ponents of  the  bill  point  out  some  other  which 
can  rouse  our  desponding  countrymen  from  the 
lorpor  into  which  these  discouraging  prospects 
iMTe  plooged  them  ?  Which  can  nerve  the  arm 
of  the  farmer;  and  revive  the  drooping  spirits  of 
the  manufacturer  ?    It  behooves  them  to  answer. 

Bat  to  return  to  the  article  immediately  under 
the  oonsideratioQ  of  the  Senate.  It  is  conceded  to 
i^ooorahle  gentlemen,  who  advocate  the  motion  to 
^ike  the  proposed  duty  imposed  on  foreign  hemp 
«oin  this  bill,  that  the  duty  imposed  on  this  article 
^  the  act  of  1816,  which  is  thirty  dollars  per  ton, 
'^&q(  itself  sufficiently  onerous  on  the  ship  build- 
^j  who  were  obliged  to  employ  large  quantities 
of  It  in  the  rigsing  and  equipping  of  their  vessels. 
A  supply  to  which  the  hemp  growers  in  the  Uni- 
^  States,  are  entirely  incompetent ;  that  the  article' 
^Bnot  be  produced  in  Kentucky  or  the  other 
We&tern  States,  of  the  proper  quality  essential  in 
uie  manofacture  of  cables,  sail-cloth,  and  the  other 
nggiog  for  a  vessel ;  that  the  protection  enjoyed 
QQder  ihe  act  of  1816,  was  altogether  sufficient  to 
have  called  the  industry  and  energies  of  the  citi- 
zens of  these  States  into  complete  and  active  op- 
eration ;  and  had  tested  and  ascertained  the  total 
^competency  of  the  Western  States  to  engage 
vith  saecess  in  this  cultivation. 

Were  these  objections  bottomed  on  sufficient 
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data,  well  ascertained  to  warrant  the  inferences 
thus  rashly  and  hastilv  drawn,  from  this  hasty  and 
superficial  view  of  the  question,  it  would  afford 
matter  for  the  most  melancholy  renection  and  direful 
foreboding  to  the  future  prospects  of  the  people  of 
this  interesting  portion  of  the  Union.  11  it  were 
true,  indeed,  that  the  beneficence  of  a  kind  and 
bountiful  Providence  has  placed  them  in  the  West 
and  middle  regions  of  this  immense  continent; 
blessed  with  a  soil  fertile  and  luxuriant,  perhaps 
beyond  that  of  any  other  of  equal  extent  on  tbe 
surface  of  the  globe, — if  this  article  of  production, 
of  all  others,  requires  the  aids  which  such  soils 
alone  can  furnish,  and  to  the  perfection  of  which 
such  climates  are  most  happily  adapted,  what  cause 
is  there  to  despair  of  success,  in  producing  most  am- 
ple supplies?  But,  not  only  does  this  view  of  our 
country,  in  her  gifts  of  soil  and  climate,  refute  the 
bold  and  unauthorized  assumption,  as  well  as  the 
uncharitable  and  unauthorized  conclusion,  but  ex- 
perience, though  a  brief  one,  furnished  by  the  last 
war,  of  three  years'  duration,  adds  the  testimony 
of  her  unerring  dictates  to  refute  such  reasoning. 
A  period  during  which,  short  as  it  was,  exhibited 
in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  under  the  influence  of 
the  double  duties  imposed  during  its  continuance, 
united  with  the  other  embarrassments  in  our  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  contrib- 
uted to  produce  a  rapid  and  successful  increase, 
not  only  in  the  cultivation  of  the  raw  material, 
but  in  the  manufacture  of  the  coarser  kinds,  such 
as  twine  or  spun-yarns,  bagging,  and  bale  rope,  to 
a  great  and  profitable  extent;  tending  greatly  to 
the  increase,  not  only  of  the  industrious  labors  of 
the  farmer  and  manufacturer  of  the  State  itself, 
but  of  our  neighbors ;  furnishing  a  mutually  profit- 
abI#commercial  barter  of  these  commodities,  for 
those  which  they  could  furnish  us  in  exchange. 
But,  with  the  return  of  peace,  the  smiles  of  which 
brought  happiness  and  prosperity — the  usual  con- 
comitants of  its  happy  reign,  to  most  of  the  other 
regions  of  our  Union ;  with  the  cessation  of  these 
double  duties  came  ruin  and  destruction  to  this 
young  but  rapidly  increasing  cultivation,  and  to 
these  manufactures,  which  time  had  not  yet  suf- 
ficed to  bring  to  maturity  or  perfection ;  and  these 
flourishing  manufactures,  our  ropewalks,  our  fac- 
tories for  cotton  bagging,  bale  rope,  and  twine, 
vanished  like  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision,  leav- 
ing but  the  wrecks  behind,  over  which  the  owner 
was  left  to  mourn.  That  this  cultivation,  and 
the  manufacture  of  the  raw  material,  have  ever 
since  languished  and  declined,  will  not  be  denied, 
and  the  causes  of  both  have  been  explained. 

And  who  will  infer  from  this  a  total  incapacity 
in  the  country,  in  the  soil,  or  the  climate;  or  those 
who  inhabit  the  one  or  the  other,  to  bring  them  to 
a  degree  of  perfection  which  will  afford  the  most 
ample  supplies,  to  suffice,  at  no  distant  day,  for  the 
domestic  supply  of  this  raw  material  of  hemp,  ade- 
quate to  the  demand  of  our  people ;  but  tor  the 
equipment  of  the  vessels  engaged  in  our  merchant 
service,  as  well  as  for  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  ?  But  it  is  because  the  cultivation  is  not 
yet  well  established ;  and  because  the  manufacture 
of  the  article  is  yet  comparatively  in  its  infant 
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state,  that  it  requires  the  protection  and  the  fos- 
tering hand  of  a  parental  government,  to  bring  it 
into  successful  operation.  It  is  because,  in  a  land 
of  liberty  like  ours,  where  every  citizen  has  an 
unbounded  range  in  his  choice  of  occupation ; 
where,  of  consequence,  the  force  of  habit,  and  even 
prejudice,  in  relation  to  these  pursuits,  is  so  invet- 
erate and  unyielding,  that  the  gently'guiding  hand 
of  a  parental  government  should  interfere,  to  effect 
that  gradual  change  from  an  unprofitable  pursuit 
to  one  that  is  gainful.  This  an  arbitrary  govern- 
ment, like  that  of  Rus^ia,  can  produce  at  once; 
an  imperial  ukase  can  convert  every  peasant  and 
serf  in  the  Ukraine,  as  by  the  touch  of  an  enchant- 
er's wand,  into  a  grower  of  hemp ;  and  every  sub- 
ject, where  each  subject  is  a  slave,  into  a  spinner 
or  weaver  of  this  article  into  Russia  duck  or  Rus- 
sia sheetings.  This  is  the  liberal  policy  of  a  wise 
and  enlightened  government,  Mr.  President;  and 
it  is  upon  this  principle,  just  and  politic  as  it  is 
liberal  and  enlightened,  on  which  this  bill  is 
framed  and  supported  by  its  advocates;  not  upon 
the  local  selfisn  views  of  sectional  policy,  dictated 
by  selfish  and  unsocial  feelings,  as  has  been,  with- 
out just  foundation,  asserted  by  the  opponents  of 
the  measure. 

It  is  upon  these  principles  of  an  enlightened 
legislation,  and  of  a  Government  beneficent  and 
paternal,  that  Henry  IV.,  influenced  in  an  un- 
enlightened age,  bv  the  enlightened  wisdom  of  a 
Colbert  and  a  Sully ;  that  tlie  Edwards  of  Eng- 
land, advancing  before  the  ages  in  which  they 
lived  and  reigned,  and  outstripping  the  tardy  pace 
of  the  improvement  of  the  people  whom  they  were 
called  to  govern,  by  prohibitory  duties  on  foreign 
importations,  by  bounties  and  protections,  granted 
to  the  subjects  of  their  own  dominions  the  #ianu- 
facturing  of  such  fabrics  as  were  suited  to  their 
interests  and  their  wants.  This  policy  has  been 
persevered  in  by  the  wisdom  of  those  Govern- 
ments, until  the  present  age,  by  which  the  manu- 
factures of  England,  in  particular,  have  obtained, 
under  the  fostering  care  of  their  Parliament,  as- 
sisted by  their  boards  of  trade,  a  degree  of  perfec- 
tion which  has  constituted,  in  a  high  degree,  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  nation,  and  been  the 
admiration  and  the  envy  of  the  world. 

Nay,  so  far  has  this  protecting  policy  of  the 
British  Government  been  carried,  in  times  of  dif- 
ficulty and  distress,  in  which  her  manufactures 
have  been  involved  by  the  pressure  of  extraordi- 
nary circumstances,  that  loans  of  large  amounts 
have  been  made  from  the  Treasury,  to  support 
manufacturers,  tottering  on  the  brink  of  bank- 
ruptcy and  ruin.  Examples  of  this  are  to  be 
found  in  the  conduct  of  this  GKivernment  in  the 
years  1817  and  1819,  when  losses,  to  an  immense 
amount,  by  the  excessive  importations  of  their 
merchants' to  this  country,  at  the  conclusion  of 
our  last  war.  was  relieved  by  large  issues  and 
loans  of  excnequer  bills,  A  similar  policy  had 
been  pursued  some  half  century  before  the  period 
I  have  just  alluded  to,  by  the  immortal  Frederick, 
for  the  purpose  of  introducing  profitable  manu- 
factories in  his  newly  acquired  province  of  Sile- 
sia— a  policy  which,  if  it  did  not  justify  the  wars 


and  conquests  by  which  this  and  other  proTinces 
had  been  acquired  by  this  accomplished  monarch, 
must  tend  greatly  to  diminish  the  horrors  and 
calamities  which  war  and  conquest  usually  carry 
in  their  train. 

But,  let  me  not  be  misapprehended,  as  if  I  ^nrere 
recommending  this  form  of  protection  and  en- 
couragement to  the  enlightened  body  I  have  the 
honor  to  address.  The  advance  of  moaejr,  or 
other  loans,  if  within  the  legitimate  powers, 
would  not  be  within  the  scope  of  the  policy 
which,  in  our  age  and  country,  snould  be  pursuea. 
But  a  system  of  duties  framed  upon  a  full  and 
impartial  view  of  all  our  various  interests,  which, 
neither  excessive  or  oppressive  in  their  amount  or 
in  their  operation,  and  without  bearing  with  an 
unreasonable  or  ruinous  pressure  on  the  other 
great  interests  of  the  nation,  would  gradually  tend 
to  develop,  and  to  bring  into  full  operation,  all  the 
capabilities  of  our  soils  and  climates.  This  would 
stimulate  the  ingenuity  and  talents  of  our  various 
population,  in  the  rearing  up,  and  bringing  to 
maturity,  and  perfection,  the  various  manufactur- 
ing and  mechanic  arts,  of  which  our  country  and 
our  people  are  susceptible.  This  should  be  the 
wish  of  every  patriot  heart,  and  the  counsel  of 
every  liberal  and  enlightened  statesman. 
When  Mr.  Talbot  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Smith  said,  that  a  stranger  would  suppose, 
from  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, that  no  encouragement  whatever  had  been 
extended  to  our  manufactures.  He,  himself,  had 
always  advocated  such  duties  as  would  extend 
them  reasonable  encouragement.  He  proceeded 
to  show  what  had  been  the  course  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  point.  The  tariff  of  1816,  he  said, 
had  been  bottomed  upon  this  principle.  That 
tarifi"  increased  the  duty  on  hemp,  but  the  grow^th 
had  diminished  since  that  time;  nor  did  he  be- 
lieve it  would  be  grown,  even  with  the  encourage- 
ment proposed  in  this  bill.  Not  a  ton  less  of 
foreign  hemp  would  be  imported.  This  bill  was 
intended,  not  for  revenue,  but  exclusively  for  the 
protection  of  manufactures.  The  shipping  inter- 
est was  embarrassed,  but  it  asked  no  aid  from  the 
Government;  it  only  wished  not  to  be  still  fur- 
ther depressed.  Every  article  of  consumption,  he 
said,  had  risen  fifty  per  cent,  since  the  Revolu- 
tion— ^principally  in  consequence  of  duties  levied 
by  the  Government.  It  had  raised  the  prices  of 
articles  of  necessity  and  of  labor.  He  spoke  of 
the  duty  on  manufactured  tobacco — it  did  no  good, 
he  said,  to  the  growers  of  that  article— 4t  was  in> 
tended  for  the  manufacturers.  The  object  of  the 
duty  on  sugar  was  revenue*~it  was  one  of  the  best 
articles  to  produce  revenue.  He  alluded  to  the 
ideas  of  balances  of  trade — ^if  taken  at  all,  they 
should  certainly  be  taken  in  the  aggregate.  He 
thought  the  balance  of  trade  was  not  generally 
understood — ^gentlemen  bad  said  the  balance  must 
be  paid  in  money.  Was  there  any  money  ex- 
ported  from  the  country  1  Not  much,  he  believed, 
except  in  the  Indian  trade;  and  that  found  its 
way  into  the  country  again.  Mr.  8.  spoke  of 
some  parts  of  our  trade  which  produced  valuable 
cargoes  of  imports,  for  very  small  ones  of  exports. 
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He  referred  to  the  course  of  European  nations  on 
this  subject,  and  to  the  policy  oc  the  retaliatory 
systems  of  protection,  which  had  been  adopted  by 
tboie  natioDs,  one  against  the  other.    They  were 
abaodoDiog  those  systems  as  fast  as  possible ;  it 
was  more  difficult  to  get  rid  of  them  than  to 
tdopt  ihem;  and,  at  the  rery  moment  they  were 
lelioqaisbiog  the  system,  we  were  about  to  take 
it  up.   He  explained  the  embarrassments  which 
had  taken  place  from  want  of  knowledge  and 
capital,  in  carrying  on  the  business  of  manufac- 
turiog,  aod  alluded  to  some  of  those  which  had 
flourished,  which  were  in  possession  of  those  ad- 
rania^es.    A  rational  encouragement  to  manu- 
factures, Mr.  8.  said,  he  was  always  willing  to 
adTocate,  but  he  believed  that  neither  Hamilton, 
at  the  time  he  submitted  his  celebrated  report,  nor 
aoy  other  man,  at  that  time,  had  dreamed  of  ex- 
lendiog  such  ffreat  encouragement  to  manufac- 
tares,  as  had  already  been  extended  to  them.   He 
believed  the  present  duties  were  sufficiently  high, 
and  quite  as  hiffh  as  the  people  ought  to  oe  bur- 
dened with.    Mr.  S.  replied  to  Mr.  Talbot's  re- 
mark about  the  fortifications  of  the  Atlantic  fron- 
tier, and  to  that  respecting  the  protection  of  cot- 
ton ;  he  knew  of  none  that  it  had  received  from 
the  Government.    The  cotton  growers  only  wished 
to  be  let  alone.     He  explained  the  heavy  opera- 
tion which  the  bill  would  have  upon  the  South- 
ern States. 

^'  Holmes,  of  Maine,  wished  all  mankind 
was  afflicted  with  the  same  distresses  as  the  peo- 
ple of  Kentucky.  They  have  a  fine  climate  and 
soil,  and  a  great  surplus  of  the  productions  of 
Ibe  earth ;  not  so,  he  said,  with  the  people  of 
Maine—tbey  have  to  work  hard,  and  get  but  little 
prodoce  for  it.  And  now  they  are  to  be  taxed  by 
tkis  bill  to  find  a  market  for  the  Kentucky  hemp; 
ke  explained  the  course  which  the  article  had 
taken  in  thb  country.  A  great  deal  had  been 
aid  of  domestic  industry — he  believed  the  indus- 
try of  seamen  and  fishermen  was  domestic  indiu- 
^'  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  said 
mat  the  duty  was  not  prohibitory ;  they  are  wil- 
ling not  quite,  but  almost^  to  prohibit  an  article, 
Karceijr  a  ton  of  which  do  tney  now  produce. 
He  denied  all  the  positions  which  had  been  taken 
in  relation  to  the  balance  of  trade — ^nobody,  he 
iftid^  could  understand  it.  It  had  been  millions 
against  us  ever  since  he  could  recollect.  The 
^perty  had  always  been  going  out  of  the  country ; 
Kod  what  is  the  proof  of  this  doctrine?  lie 
^ed,  if  the  proof  was  to  be  sought  in  the  grow- 
^g  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  the  absolute 
^cnmolatioD  of  millions  every  year  ?  He  asked 
if  the  Navy,  of  w^hich  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
^cky  had  spoken,  was  peculiarly  the  property  of 
tbe  East  ?  If  the  West  had  no  protection  to  seek 
^fom  \i  ?  As  to  the  fortifications,  almost  all  that 
^d  been  made  since  he  had  been  in  Congress  had 
^  for  the  protection  of  the  West.  The  prin- 
cipal one  of  the  Kast  had  been  erected  before  the 
^^tablishment  of  this  Government.  And,  upon 
^e^  grounds  we  are  asked  to  impose  a  duty  of 
!orty-tive  per  cent,  on  an  article  which  we  do  not 
fet  prodoce  at  all.    Mr.  H.  thought  this  one  of 


the  most  extravagant  items  in  this  most  extrava- 
gant bill. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  made  some  fur- 
ther observations  in  exposition  of  the  fallacy  of 
all  arguments  upon  the  balance  of  trade,  as  taken 
from  the  custom-house  returns.  The  reporter 
could  not  hear  Mr.  L.  with  sufficient  distinctness 
to  report  even  a  sketch  of  his  remarks. 

Mr.  RoGOLES  said  this  was  framed,  he  believed, 
as  a  bill  for  the  general  encouragement  of  ail 
branches  of  the  manufactures  of  the  country. 
He  believed  this  item  would  not  be  as  injurious 
to  the  Atlantic  States  as  they  seemed  to  imagine ; 
he  went  on  to  show  why  it  would  not  have  so 
bad  a  tendency,  as  was  supposed  ;  he  thought 
that,  at  least,  the  advantage  of  furnishing  the 
article  for  the  Navy,  and  for  the  coasting  trade, 
ought  to  be  accorded  to  the  Western  States.  He 
commented  upon  the  advantages  they  possessed 
for  the  growth  of  this  article,  and  the  great  ben- 
efits that  would  be  derived  to  the  country  from  its 
Eroduction.  He  could  not  believe  the  difference 
etween  the  foreigii  and  domestic  article  so  great 
as  to  warrant  the  rise  of  the  foreign  article  to  the 
entire  exclusion  of  the  domestic. 

Mr.  Eaton  believed  every  gentleman  had  made 
up  his  mind  on  this  subject,  out  he  deemed  it  his 
duty  to  express  his  opinion  in  a  few  words.  He 
admitted  the  positions  taken  in  regard  to  certain 
branches  of  our  trade,  wherein  there  were  very 
small  exports  and  increased  imports.  But,  he 
contended  that  the  balance  of  trade  with  Eng- 
land had  been  against  this  country  ever  since  the 
war.  He  pursued  his  remarks  upon  the  course  of 
trade.  He  believed  that  more  had  been  done  for 
the  commerce  of  the  country  than  for  all  the 
other  interests  put  together,  and  recurred  to  the 
tonnage  duties,  and  other  protecting  measures^  to 
prove  it.  He  thought  this  one  of  the  roost  im- 
portant items  in  the  bill,  and  he  should  consider 
It  as  lost  if  it  was  stricken  out.  When  the  hemp 
was  out,  the  duck  would  go,  and  all  the  rest  of 
the  bill  with  it.  He  contended  for  such  a  degree 
of  protection  to  the  article  as  would  encourage  its 
domestic  growth,  without  amountingr  to  a  prohi- 
tion  of  the  foreign  article.  He  referred  to  the 
price  it  had  borne  during  the  war,  and  thought  it 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  see  that  the  nation 
was,  in  some  measure,  prepared  for  a  state  of 
war.  He  thought  the  only  question  in  relation 
to  this  bill  was,  Whether  we  were  willing  to  rely 
upon  foreign  nations  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  or 
whether  we  were  to  produce  them  for  ourselves. 
The  only  way  to  make  the  community  prosper, 
he  believed,  was  to  extend  a  general  protection  to 
all  the  great  branches  of  employment.  He  be- 
lieved commerce  was  never  more  depressed  than 
at  present.  Our  cities  were  filled  with  paupers ; 
and  yet  we  are  to  go  to  the  workshops  of  Europe 
to  get  the  articles  we  want  for  consumption.  He 
conceived  the  policy  of  this  measure  to  be  neces- 
sary to  protect  us  against  that  of  other  nations. 
It  was  not  a  matter  appertaining  to  one  section  of 
the  country,  but  it  was  a  subject  of  great  national 
concern. 

Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  explained  in  re- 
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gard  to  the  embarrassments  of  the  narigatiog  in- 
terest of  the  country.  He  read,  from  a  letter  on 
this  subject,  which  he  had  received  from  an  emi- 
nent merchant.  He  remarked  further  upon  the 
balance  of  trade,  and  the  difference  in  the  value 
of  specie  in  England,  and  in  this  country. 

Mr.  DicKERBON  believed  there  was  a  majority 
in  the  Senate  in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  the  duty 
on  hemp;  as  contained  in  the  bill — but  he  hoped 
it  would  not  be  stricken  out  entirely.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  it  was  the  interest  of  the  country  to 
encourage  the  growth  of  this  article,  and  every 
article  which  could  be  produced  with  ease  in  our 
own  country,  and  by  our  own  people,  ought  to  be 
encouraged.  Mr.  D.  believed  this  duty  was  not 
to  favor  Kentucky  alone ;  but  would  operate  ad- 
Tantaeeously  to  other  parts  of  the  country,  as  its 
growth  need  not  be  confined  to  Kentucky  alone — 
other  parts  of  the  country  were  equally  well  fitted  for 
it.  There  was  no  reason  in  nature,  why  it  could 
not  be  grown  and  fitted  for  the  market  in  this 
country. 

Mr.  D.  explained,  in  relation  to  the  supposed 
difficulties  in  water-rotting  the  hemp.  He  consid- 
ered this  as  a  contest  between  the  importer,  aris- 
ing out  of  the  benefit  of  freight,  against  the  grower 
of  the  article  in  our  own  country.  He  spoke  of 
the  friendship  which  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land professed  for  domestic  manufactures — and 
presumed  that  they  had  arrived  at  that  point,  be- 
yond which  his  protection  could  not  go.  Mr.  D. 
hoped  that  all  those  gentlemen  who  were  willing 
to  take  an  intermediate  point,  in  regard  to  this 
duty,  would  vote  against  striking  out. 

Mr.  Smith  answered  some  of  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  DicKERBON,  which  had  a  personal  relation  to 
himself. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  made  a  remark,  in 
relation  to  the  long  petitions  praying  for  an  in- 
crease of  this  duty,  to  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  had  alluded. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  replied  to  the  observations  of 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Taylor.  He  said  he  should 
consider  the  vote  to  strike  out  this  item,  as  de- 
stroying the  bill. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  said  that  the  imposi- 
tion of  this  duty  bore  hard  upon  a  particular  in- 
terest of  the  country.  If  gentlemen  wish  to  en- 
courage the  production  of  hemp  and  iron,  they 
ou^ht  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  give  bounties  on  these 
articles.  The  burden  would  then  fall  equally  upon 
the  community.  There  was  the  same  Constitu- 
tional right  to  pass  an  act  granting  bounties  on 
these  articles,  as  to  encourage  their  production  in 
the  way  proposed  by  this  bill. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Lloyo's  motion  was  then 
put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 

For  Btriking  out — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Chand- 
ler, Clayton,  Elliott,  Gailiard,  Hajne,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Loui- 
siana, J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabams,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills.  Parrott,  Smith, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Wil- 
liams— 24. 


Against  striking  ont — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Beo- 
ton,  Brown,  D'WoIf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Findlay,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine»  Noble,  Palmer,  Buggies, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Jndiana,  Thomas,  and 
Van  Buren~23. 

So  the  duty  on  hemp  was  stricken  out  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


Friday,  April  30. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the.  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Humphrey ;"  and 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Marechal;"  reported  them,  severally,  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Alexander 
Scott,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 
Scott,  late  Collector  of  Pensacola;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Wilmot,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  repaying  toBazaleel  Wells 
a  certain  sum  of  money  by  him  erroneously  paid 
into  the  Treasury,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Rdggles,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  William  N.  Earle,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Malaehi  Barns," 
reported  it  without  amendment.    ' 

The  seventeen  bills  yesterday  brought  up  for 
concurrence  were  severally  read  twice,  by  unan- 
imous  consent. 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Strain ;"  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  C.  Montgomery ;"  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thooias  L. 
Ogden,  and  others  ;*'  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Peter  Yandes ;"  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Landie  Richardson ;"  and 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Carroll,  of  Duddington,  and  others,"  were  sev- 
erally referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
S.  Moffit ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  David  Beard ;"  were  severally  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
George  Fisher;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Judah  Aiden ;"  were  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Leightner,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Rotftds. 
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The  bill,  entitled  *<An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the 
OolumbiaD  Institute,"  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee OD  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sol- 
omon Sibleyr ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Frederick  Perley  ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Cooper ;"  were 
seTerallf  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
A&irs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  th«  relief  of  Hash 
McCQiloeh ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lor 
the  relief  of  Mary  H.  Hawkins;"  were  severally 
leferred  to  tbe-Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the 
memorial  of  Thomas  Dennie,  and  others,  mer- 
ehaots  and  ship  owners,  of  Boston,  praying  that 
the  bill  now  before  Congress  increasing  the  duties 
OQ  imports,  may  not  pass  the  Senate ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  memorial  of  Jonas  B. 
Browo,  and  others,  of  Massachusetts,  praYiii|g  that 
the  bill  before  Congress  to  increase  the  duties  on 
imports,  may  pass ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lit  on  the  table. 

In  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr. 
£aton  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  "  for  the 
relief  of  John  Donelson,  Stephen  Hurd,  and 
others." 

Mr.  K.  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject, 
and  Mr.  Chandler  opposed  the  leave,  on  the 
eround  that  the  bill  had  been  rejected  in  the  other 
HoDse.  To  this  objection,  Mr.  Eaton  replied. 
Leare  was  granted  to  introduce  the  bill.  It  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing the  selection  of  certain  Und  for  the  support 
of  seminaries  of  learning  in  Missouri ;  and  it  was 
ordered  to  He  on  the  talue. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
ififormed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz  :  "An  act  to  com- 
pensate William  Cocke  for  certain  military  ser- 
rices  rendered  the  United  States  during  the  late 
^r,  and  for  the  relief  of  John  T.  Johnston  ;"  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth ;"  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  incorporate  the  in- 
habitants of  the  City  of  Washington,  passed  the 
15ih  of  May,  1820;"  "An' act  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  Blean ;"  "An  act  Cor  the  relief  of  Jacob 
Slough ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Fry  and  Spalding ;"  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Samuel  Cleveland,  jr. ;"  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Mitchell ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Morris  Goldsmith  and  Anthony  Roderick ;" 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Topp ;"  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Archibald  Clark  ;'^  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Benjamin  King ;"  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Maturin  Guichot;"  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Firman,  and  others ;"  "An  act  for  the 
relief  ot  James,  Jehu,  and  Nathaniel  Brooks,  and 
the  representatives  of  either  of  them ;"  and  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  K.  Carter ;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair,)  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday, being  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, "  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing 
duties  on  imports." 

Mr.  Kellt  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  in  the  fol- 
lowing clause :  "  On  cotton  basging,  four  and  a 
half  cents  per  square  yard,  until  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1825 ;  and,  afterward,  a  dutjr  of  five  and  a 
half  cents  per  square  yard  r'  by  striking  out  from 
it  the  words,  "until  the  30th  dav  of  June,  1825; 
and,  aAerwards,  a  duty  of  five  ana  a  half  cents  per 
scjuare  yard," 

Mr.  Kelly  supported  his  motion,  at  consider- 
able length,  showing  the  impropriety  of  laying 
such  duties  as  to  force  the  manufacture  of  this  ar- 
ticle into  existence;  the  improbability  that  hemp, 
from  which  the  cotton  bagging  is  manufactured, 
would  be  soon  raised  in  this  country,  in  any  great 
quantity;  as  its  cultivation  and  preparation  for 
market,  was  a  dirty,  unpleasant  occupation,  and 
uncongenial  to  a  people  possessing  as  many  bles- 
sings, and  as  many  more  unpleasant  means  of  em- 
ployment, as  are  possessed  by  this  people ;  that,  if 
the  people  were  aisposed  to  engage  in  the  manu- 
facture, the  duties  now  existing  afford  sufl&cient 
encouragement ;  and  that  the  article  ought  not  to 
receive  further  encouragement,  at  the  expense  of 
the  cotton  grower. 

Mr.  Eaton  replied  to  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
Kellt,  and  spoke  against  the  motion  to  strike 
out.  The  reporter  heard  bis  remarks  but  very  in- 
distinctly. 

Mr.  Smith  stated  to  the  Senate  the  prices  which 
cotton  bagging  had  borne,  the  duties  tnat  had  been 
imposed  upon  it.  and  the  operation  of  the  duty 
proposed  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and  after 
some  preliminary  remarks,  proceeded  as  follows: 
I  shall  now,  Mr.  President,  examine  this  bill, 
endeavor  to  ascertain  its  true  character,  and  take 
a  view  of  its  probable  effects.  The  principle  con- 
tained in  this  bill  is.  that  the  importation  of  all 
foreign  goods  must  be  prohibited,  which  we  are 
capable  of  making  at  home.  This  I  will  attempt 
to  prove,  first,  from  the  declarations  of  its  advo- 
cates, and  next  from  the  provisions  of  the  bill  it- 
self. In  proof  of  my  assertion,  that  prohibition  is 
the  true  object  of  this  bill,  I  will  begin,  by  quoting 
a  few  extracts  from  the  published  speeches  of  sev- 
eral of  its  most  conspicuous  advocates;  selected 
from  many  of  the  same  import.  I  will  refer,  in 
the  first  place,  to  the  debate  m  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, on  spirits.  An  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York  said,  "there  are  several  items  of 
this  bill  inserted  with  the  view,  certainly  with  the 
efiect,  of  excluding  the  importation  of  the  article." 
The  same  gentleman,  in  another  place,  remarks, 
"  that  he  thought  the  principle  of  the  bill  to  be  a 
'  new  one;  he  meant  the  principle  of  taxing  im- 
*  ports,  with  the  avowed  view  or  protecting  home 
'  industry.  If  the  tariff  was  not  to  be  a  measure 
^  for  revenue,  but  for  protection,  (and  this,  it  will 
( be  recollected,  was  admitted  on  all  sides,)  it 
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^  ought  to  go  on  the  plan  of  excluding  competi- 
tion altogether."    And,  a^in,  "he  thought,  in 

*  whatever  part  of  the  tariff  we  depart  from  rev- 

*  enue,  as  the  ohiect,  we  ought  at  once  to  go 
'  the  whole  lengtn  of  excluding  the  foreign  arti- 
<  cle."  Another  honorable  gentleman  from  the 
same  State,  in  the  debate  on  cotton  bagging, 
asks,  "what  is  it  we  propose?"  and  answers 
the  question  himself,  in  these  words,  "to  make 
"this  country  independent  of  foreign  manufac- 
tures." I  will  appeal,  however,  to  still  higher 
authority.  The  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures,  the  official  organ  of  that 
Committee,  and  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the 
party,  said,  "the  objection  to  this  clause  (the  duty 

*  on  spirits)  is,  that  vou  prevent  importation — ^you 
'  cut  off  trade;  well,  sir!  and  what  is  the  object 
'  of  the  whole  bill,  but  to  protect  home  industry, 
'  by  preventing  those  importations  which  destroy 
Mt?"  An  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  de- 
servedly distin£[uished  for  his  talents  and  influ- 
ence, speaking  in  support  of  the  wool  tax,  which 
he  calls  "a  sjrstem  of  gradual  prohibition,"  re- 
marked "that  in  six  years  it  might  be  total."  In 
the  course  of  the  debate  on  the  hemp  duty,  an 
honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bu- 
chanan) intimated  a  relucuince  to  go  faster  than 
the  growth  of  our  manufactures  would  warrant, 
and  ventured  to  express  an  opinion  "that  the 
Western  hemp  ought  to  be  brought  into  a  fair 
competition  with  that  of  foreigners."  Now,  how 
was  this  idea  of  competition  received  7  Why,  it 
brought  down  upon  his  head  the  sharp  rebuke  of 
his  friends.  The  honorable  Speaker  declared  that 
the  bill  "  had  received  an  attack  from  a  most  un- 
expected quarter,"  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee replied,  "If  the  gentleman  voted  through- 
out on  that  principle,  he  must  vote  against  the 
whole  bill;"  and,  m  illustration  of  his  assertion, 
he  remarks  "  that  the  duty  proposed  on  cotton  is 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent.,  and  as 
to  the  duty  now  under  consideration  it  amounted 
already  to  eighty  or  one  hundred  per  cent."  1 
am  unwilling  to  fatigue  the  patience  of  the  Sen- 
ate by  multiplying  quotations,  to  the  same  effect, 
and  will,  therefore,  content  myself  with  two  more. 
In  the  speech  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
in  opening  the  discussion  of  the  Tariff  bill,  (to  be 
found  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  19th 
February,)  he  expressly  declared,  "  that  the  duty 
of  six  cents  on  cotton  bagging,  was  intended  to 
be  protective  and  prohibitory."  And,  again,  speak- 
ing of  what  he  nimself  calls  "the  prohibitory 
duty,  impased,  in  the  year  1816,  on  cotton  cloths," 
he  says,  "like  the  principal  articles  in  the  bill, 
there,  the  prohibitory  duty  was  on  an  article,  the 
raw  material  of  which  abounds  at  home."  He 
then  goes  on  to  speak  of  a  "  similar  protection  of 
woollen  manufactures,  hemp,  glass,  and  iron." 
Doctrines  and  sentiments  similar  to  these,  have, 

'also,  been  disclosed,  by  the  advocates  of  the  tariff, 
in  tnis  House.  My  amiable  and  valued  friend 
from  Kentucky,  (the  purity  of  whose  patriotism 
gives  additional  force  to  every  thinff  he  utters,) 
asks  us,  solemnly — in  the  name  ox  the  sacred 
honor  and  best  interests  of  our  country — whether 


it  has  not  become  high  time  to  secure  the  home 
market  to  ourselves,"  and,  to  leave  no  donbt  of 
his  meaning,  adds,  "let  us  raibe  and  confirm  a 
system  of  our  own,  that  we  may  "  live  wholly  in- 
dependent of  foreign  supply."  Combining  these 
declarations,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  principles 
of  the  advocates  ol  the  Tariff  are  fairly  disclosed, 
and  the  prohibitory  policy  "stands  confessed.'^ 
The  course  of  the  debate,  and  the  reasoning  re- 
sorted to  by  the  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  lead  irre- 
sistibly to  the  same  conclusion.  When,  on  our 
motion  to  strike  out  "  the  minimum  on  cottons,'^ 
we  insisted  that  the  duty  would  amount  to  a  total 
prohibition  of  cotton  goods,  to  the  amount  of 
seven  millions  of  dollars  per  annum;  they  replied, 
that  "the  importation  was  injurious,  and  ought 
to  be  prohibited,  because  we  could  make  these 
goods  at  home."  Nay,  they  have  gone  so  far^ 
that  when  we  point  out  articles  embraced  in  this 
bill,  which  we  do  not,  and  which  it  is  not  pro- 
posed that  we  should  manufacture,  we  have  been 
gravely  told  "that  substitutes  for  them  can  be 
provided  at  home."  Now,  Mr.  President.  I  do 
earnestly  insist  that  these  principles  lead  to  noth- 
ing short  of  the  total  destruction  of  foreign 
commerce.  Where  is  the  article  which  may 
not  be  produced  at  home?  or  (if  there  be  any 
such)  for  which  some  convenient  substitute  may 
not  be  provided?  When,  in  1816,  the  bill  was 
introduced,  which  mav  be  considered  as  the  com- 
mencement of  the  "anti-commercial  svstem," 
great  alarm  was  excited,  lest  the  principles  now 
advocated,  should,  at  some  future  period,  be  adopt- 
ed in  our  legislation.  The  advocates  oi  that  bill 
expressly  disclaimed  anv  desire  of  introducing 
new  manufactures  into  tne  country,  much  less  of 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  any  article  from 
abroad.  The  argument  then  was,  that  in  the 
infancy  of  any  manufacture,  it  was  necessary  to 
give  some  assistance,  to  enable  it  to  grow  and  ac- 
quire strength,  but  that  such  support  would  soon 
become  necessary,  and  those  estaUishments  migbt 
then  be  safely  left  to  the  exertion  of  their  own 
energies.  The  act  of  1816,  though  now  called  by 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  "  prohibitory)'^ 
and,  therefore,  held  up  as  an  example,  imposed 
duties,  then  deemed  merely  sufl&cient  to  enable 
existing  establishments  to  bear  up  against  the 
pressure  of  the  times,  but  it  was  expressly  pro- 
vided that  those  duties  should  be  subsequeody 
diminished.  Thus,  on  all  manufactures  of  wool 
and  cotton  (except  blankets,  rugs,  and  stuff  goods} 
a  duty  was  levied  of  25  per  cent,  until  the  30th 
of  June,  1819,  and  of  20  per  cent,  after  that  period.' 
The  object  was  not  to  prohibit,  but  protect— to 
give  assistance  in  infancy,  not  to  support  man- 
hood— to  afford  succor  m  distress,  not  bounties 
in  prosperity.  Baldwin's  Tariff  recognised  the>e 
distinctions,  and  expressly  provided  for  the  dimin- 
ution of  the  duties  after  three  years.  But  the 
mask  has  now  been  thrown  off.  The  new  prioci- 
ple  of  progresHve  duties  has  been  introduced  ioto 
this  bill,  and  this  amounts  to  a  distinct  acknowl- 

•  Bee  Act  of  27th  April,  1816,  IngerMirs  Digeit, 
177. 


621 


HISTORT  OF  C0NGEE8S. 


622 


April,  1824. 


7^  TaHf  BUL 


Senate* 


edgmeot  that  the  object  now  is.  not  compeUtion^ 
bat  prokibiiion,  I  wish  to  call  the  serious  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  this  feature  of  the  bill — ^now 
introduced  into  our  laws  for  the  first  time.  Com- 
pare for  a  moment,  a  few  of  the  proposed  duties, 
with  those  imposed  by  the  act  of  1816. 

Proposed  rate  of  Dutit*.        DutUo  &y  oef  ^  181 6. 
M aoofactDrcs  of  wool : 


30  pr.  ct.  to  80  June,  18X6 
3di  do.  do.  1836 
tf]     do.  aftar  that  time 

Manufactures  of  cotton : 
!5  pr.  ct.  with  a  minimnm 
of  twenty-fivo  cent*  per 
iqaarayaid 

Wool  unmannfactnred : 
tOpr.  ct.  to  Ist  Jnne,  1885 


25  pr.  ct  to  90  June,  1819 
30     do.     after  that  time 


25  pr.  cL  to  June  30, 1819 

20      do.      after  thai  time 

with  a  min.  of  26  cents 


15 
30 
35 
40 
45 
50 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1880 


do.    afterwards. 


15  per  cent. 


The  first  duty  proposed,  of  20  ner  cent,  on  wool, 
lod  30  per  cent,  on  woollen  clotns,  if  admitted  to 
be  sufficient  to  bring  the  domestic  article  into  a 
fiir  competition  with  the  foreign ;  otherwise,  it 
would  be  sufficient  to  save  our  sinking  establish- 
ments from  **  overwhelming  influence  of  foreign 
competition,"  what  is  the  object  of  the  progressive 
increase  of  the  duties,  year  after  year,  from  20  to 
50  per  cent.?  The  answer  is  plain,  eventually 
to  prohibit  the  foreign  supply :  And  tne  only  rea- 
son why  this  is  not  done  at  once  is,  that  the 
friends  of  the  policy  are  solicitous  that  it  should 
not  operate  so  oppressively  on  the  people,  as  to 
iofloence  p^ublic  opinion  and  produce  a  reaction 
iatal  to  their  hopes.  It  is  impossible,  sir,  by  any 
evasion  or  subtlety,  to  disguise  the  truth  ;  gentle- 
men most,  in  candor,  acknowledge  the  oovious 
fict;  that  this  progressive  duty  looks  to  prohibi- 
tiOD,  and  is  intended  totally  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  the  particular  goods  to  which  they 
rdate.  And  the  same  principle  which  would 
JQstifjr  prohibitory  duties,  in  relation  to  wool, 
voollen  and  cotton  goods,  and  cotton  bagging, 
most  lead  to  the  prohibition  of  iron,  hemp,  flax, 
l^d,  and,  in  short,  of  every  article  which  we  are 
eipable  of  making  at  home.  Thus  it  is  proposed 
^0  prohibit  foreign  distilled  spirit,  and  wines  will 
^D  share  the  same  fate^  to  encourage  the  man- 
afaeture  and  consumption  of  whiskey — cotton 
bOods  are  to  be  substituted  for  silk — and  oil  is 
^  supply  the  place  of  tallow.  You  may  mo- 
jiify  this  bill,  Mr.  President,  as  you  please^*  so 
Icng  as  the  progressive  duties  are  retained  m  it, 
tbe  principle  of  prohibition,  immediate  or  even- 

*  The  bill  received  no  leas  than  thirty-seven  amend- 
B«Bts  in  the  Senate,  nearly  all  of  which  tended  to 
render  its  operation  less  oppressive,  and  to  deprive  it 
rf  iu  prohibitory  character.  The  foregoing  remarks, 
uierefore,  are  chiefly  applicable  to  the  bill,  in  the  shape 
m  which  it  came  from  the  Hoase  of  Representatives. 
J^  ii  to  b«  obeervcd,  however,  that  the  progressive 
«lie»  have  been  retained. 


tual,  is  recognised.    Can  any  friend  to  commerce,, 
any  advocate  of  the  Navy,  any  one  anxious  for 
the  honor  and  welfare  oi  his  country,  give  his^ 
support  to  a  bill  which  is  to  introduce  a  new 
principle  into  our  legislation ;  a  principle  which 
It  has  been  shown  leads  directly  and  inevitably  to- 
the  prohibition  of  foreign  trade  ?   Let  the  system 
flourish  ;  let  gentlemen  proceed  "  in  the  full  tide 
of  experiment,"  and,  my  life  upon  it,  they  will 
soon  attain  that  enviable  state  "  when  the  nation 
will  command  its  own  consumption,  and  impor-^ 
tation  and  imposts  will  cease."     This  is  **the 


consummation  ^'  of  "  the  American  policy  of  en^ 
couraging  home  industry;"  a  policy  foreign  in 
all  its  features,  confessedly  borrowed  from  Glreaf 
Britain — Chinese  in  its  character,  (for  it  deprives 
our  citizens  of  the  free  use  of  the  ocean  which 
rolls  at  their  feet,)  the  policy  of  kings  and  of 
tyrants,  of  restriction  and  monopoly,  at  variance 
with  all  our  institutions,  and  involving  the  loss 
of  our  ships,  our  seamen,  and  our  Navy. 

If  I  have  succeeded  in  any  degree  in  proving; 
the  position  I  have  taken,  I  should  hope  tnat  this 
bill  would  lose  the  support  of  some  gentlemen, 
who  have  advocated  it  as  a  measure  of  protection, 
intended  merely  to  produce  a  ''fair  competition," 
but  who  would  ffive  no  countenance  to  the  "pro- 
hibitory policy.'"  But,  if  I  have  wholly  failed;  if 
this  bill  does  not  look  to  prohibition ;  if  its  true 
object  be  to  draw  labor  and  capital  from  certain 
pursuits^  supposed  to  be  unprofitable,  into  others, 
which,  It  is  asserted,  will  be  more  advantageous.  . 
both  to  individuals  and  the  State,  I  should  still 
strongly  object  to  the  measure,  as  resting  on  vis- 
ionary theories  and  false  doctrines ;  as  being  ne- 
cessarily unjust  and  unequal  in  its  operation,  and 
calculated  to  aggravate  the  very  evils  it  is  in- 
tended to  remedy. 

The  first  objection  which  I  shall  urge  against 
this  policy,  is,  that  it  assumes,  that  Government 
is  capable  of  reflating  industry,  better  than  indi- 
viduals— a  position  which  is  wholly  untenable. 
From  the  nature  of  things,  labor  and  capital 
should  be  permitted  to  seek  their  own  employ- 
ment, under  the  guidance,  entirely,  of  individual 
prudence  and  sagacity.  €h)vernment,  from  the 
very  elevation  of  its  position,  is  necessarily  incapa- 
ble of  taking  that  close  view  of  the  subject,  and 
obtaining  that  accurate  knowledge  of  details,  in- 
dispensable to  a  judicious  determination  of  the 
relative  advantages  of  dtfierent  pursuits,  in  any 
community.  This  depends  so  much  on  local  cir- 
cumstances, that  personal  observation  and  indi- 
vidual exertions  are  alone  competent  to  the  task. 
In  the  domestic  concerns  of  nations,  as  of  indi- 
viduals, it  is  sufficient  that  men  are  prevented 
from  trespassing  on  the  property,  or  invading  the 
rights  of  their  neighbors.  In  all  other  respects 
they  should  be  left  entirely  free.  If  any  doubts 
existed  on  this  joint,  I  should  have  supposed  that 
the  most  superncial  observer  would  have  discov- 
ered, in  the  progress  of  this  bill,  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  our  utter  incapacity  to  accomplish  the 
task  we  have  assumed.  Though  surrounded  by 
manufacturers  generously  willing  out  of  their 
abundant  stores  of  knowledge  and  experience  to 
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supply  all  our  deficiencies,  have  we  not  found  if 
impossible  to  penetrate  the  veil  thrown  around 
the  pursuits  in  which  they  are  engaged  ?  I  will 
appeal  with  confidence  to  the  Senate,  and  ask, 
whether  the  most  notorious  facts  have  not  been 
denied  or  perverted,  and  the  most  contradictory 
statements  submitted,  and  whether  we  are  not  at 
this  moment  left  in  profound  ignorance,  not  only 
of  the  actual  rate  of  profits,  but  of  the  true  condition 
of  every  branch  of  manufacturing  industry?  We 
cannot  know,  therefore,  either  the  degree  of  protec- 
tion wanted^  or  the  best  means  of  extending  it.  Are 
not  the  provisions  of  the  bill  exactly  conformable  to 
this  state  of  our  information.  I  will  venture  to  assert 
that  no  bill  was  ever  introduced  into  any  legis- 
lative body  in  this,  or  any  other  country,  composed 
of  such  heterogeneous  provisions,  and  contradictory 
principles.  Here  is  said  to  be  a  "  flourishing  man- 
ufacture," and,  therefore,  it  is  to  be  encouraged ; 
here  is  "  a  languishing  establishment,'-  and  it  must 
be  sustained ;  while  such  as  have  no  existence, 
are  to  be  created ;  some,  because  they  require 
much  skill  and  large  capitals,  and  others,  because 
they  require  neither  sxill  nor  capital.  Some 
branches  of  industry  are' to  be  encouraged  because 
others  are  "overdone,"  but  these  must  also  be 
protected  "against foreign  competition  threatening 
to  destroy  them."  There  are  duties  on  the  man- 
ufactured articles,  and  duties  on  the  raw  material ; 
and,  in  short,  the  whole  bill  is  a  tissue  of  incon- 
sistencies. In  attempting  to  gratify  the  wishes  of 
interested  individuals,  we  are  legislating  in  the  dark, 
distributing  the  national  funas  by  a  species  of 
State  lottery — scattering  abroad  bounties  and  pre- 
miums of  unknown  amount ;  and  all  this,  with- 
out the  rational  prospect  of  producing  any  effect, 
except  that  of  sowing  the  seeds  of  dissension  amonff 
the  people,  and  thereby  introducing  mischiefs 
whicn  may  last  to  the  remotest  generations.  We 
are  opening  a  Pandora's  box  of  political  evils, 
which,  when  they  have  gone  abroad,  will  not  even 
leave  hope  at  the  bottom. 

This  system  of  regulating,  by  law,  the  private 
pursuits  of  men,  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same 
thing,  passing  laws  for  increasing  the  profits  of 
certain  employments,  and  lessening  the  profits  of 
others,  thereby  driving  men  from  the  pursuits  of 
their  choice^  to  those  which  the  Qovernment  is 
pleased  to  iavor,  has,  it  is  true,  been  sanctioned 
by  the  practice  of  other  nations,  and  comes  down 
to  us  from  the  remotest  ages.  But  I  consider  it. 
sir,  only  as  a  part  of  that  system  of  tyranny  and 
arbitrary  rule,  to  which  men  have  been  subjected 
in  every  ape.  If  it  has  become  venerable,  it  is 
only  from  time,  and,  like  monarchy,  has  no  claims 
to  our  respect  but  its  antiquity.  I  admit,  that,  in 
Bngtand,  the  industry  of  individuals  has  always 
been  thus  regulated.  We  know,  that  in  that 
country  emigration  is,  in  many  cases,  prohibited; 
that  the  wages  of  labor,  and  employment  of  capital, 
and  even  the  price  of  commodities,  are,  in  various 
ways,  directed  and  controlled.  In  other  parts 
of  Europe,  the  doctrine  of  regulation  is  carried 
still  further,  and  a  man's  religious  and  political 
opinions,  as  well  as  his  pursuits,  are  taken  "  in  the 
holy  keeping"  of  those  whose  only  qualification 


for  the  task  consists  in  their  anxious  desire  to  keep 
down  the  aspirations  of  the  immortal  mind. 

Sir,  it  would  afiTord  matter  for  carious  specula- 
tion, if  the  various  regulations  by  whicn  men 
have  been  controlled  in  their  pursuits,  could  be 
presented  in  one  view  to  our  consideration.   In 
England,  we  find  that,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV., 
the  Crown  was  authorized,  by  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  order  ^  one  rood  of  flax  or  hemp  to  be 
planted  for  every  sixty  acres  cultivated  in  other 
prainsj"  and  this  was  done  for  the  purpose,  as  it 
IS  quaintly  expressed,  "of  making  of  nets  and  es- 
chewing of  idleness."  But,  itis  in  the  East  thatve 
find  the  system,  advocated  by  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  carried  to  the  greatest  perfection. 
Without  dwelling,  however,  on  this  topic,  I  will 
concede  all  the  gentlemen  can  ask ;  I  will  admit, 
that  Governments  have  every  where,  and  in  erery 
age,  presumed  to  regulate  man  in  all  his  pursuits. 
Every  thing  connected  with  his  existence,  from 
the  cradle  to  the  grave,  nay,  beyond  the  grave; 
the  language  he  shall  speak;  the  food  he  shall 
eat ;  the  trade  he  shall  foUow  $  the  place  in  which 
he  shall  dwell ;  the  opinions  he  shall  cherish;  the 
books  he  shall  read,  and  the  God  he  shall  worship; 
every  thinjg;,  in  short,  which  belongs  to  him  as  a 
created  being,  is  the  subject  of  arbitrary  regula- 
tion, and  man  is  made  a  creature  without  heart, 
or  soul,  or  mind — a  mere  machine,  obedient  to  the 
will  of^  the  human  artist  who  puts  it  into  opera- 
tion.   But,  sir,  we  were  taught  to  believe,  that  the 
establishment  of  our  Government  formed  a  new 
era  in  the  history  of  the  world,  and  that  the  prac- 
tical operation  of  our  Constitution  was  destined 
to  exhibit  a  splendid  example  of  the  perfection  to 
which  man  would  attain,  whea  freed  from  the 
shackles  which  had  been  imposed  on  him  in  other 
countries.    We  were  taught  to  expect  that  a  Got- 
ernment,  instituted  by  a  people,  and  administered 
for  their  benefit  alone,  where  the  human  mind 
would  be  left  without  restraint  to  pursue  its  own 
happiness  in  its  own  way,  must,  by  its  good  fniits. 
recommend  a  free  system  to  all  nations,    lean 
well  recollect,  sir,  that,  among  the  first  lessons 
instilled  into  my  mind,  that  which  made  the  deep- 
est and  most  lasting  impression,  was  to  consider 
the  Republican  Institutions  of  my  couotry,  like 
the  air  we  breathe,  as  bestowing  life,  and  health, 
and  happiness,  without  our  being  conscious  oi 
the  means  by  which  these  inestimaUe  gifts  are 
conferred ;   like  the  providence  of  God,  unfelt 
and  unseen,  yet  dispensing  the  richest  blessings 
to  all  the  children  of  men.    But  these,  we  are 
told,  are  the  illusions  of  the  imagination.    Man 
cannot  be  safely  left  to  mark  out  nis  own  coursej 
to  happiness ;  out  here,  as  elsewhere,  the  various 
employments  of  industry  and  capital  must  be  so 
artificially  arranged  ana  balanced,  as  to  produce 
results  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

To  understand  the  true  remedy  for  existing 
evils,  we  must  ascertain  their  nature  and  extent,, 
and  know  the  causes  which  produced  them.  \ 
beg  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  whilst  I  prosei 
cute  these  inquiries.  And  here,  I  insist,  that  the 
pictures  of  the  great  distress  and  aeute  sufierin^ 
of  the  people  are  exaggerated.    All  classes  oi  oul 
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people  are  supplied  with  food — not,  as  in  many 
parts  of  Europe,  of  a  single  kind,  and  of  insuffi- 
cient qaantity,  but  in  great  variety,  and  in  vast 
abandaDce;  they  have  convenient  dwellings,  suf- 
ficient fuel,  and  warm  and  comfortable  clothing, 
and  these  blessings  are  poiaessed  to  an  extent 
which  leaves  no  room  for  complaint  in  any  part 
of  the  coantry.  We  possess,  too,  the  means  of 
edocatiogour  children;  colleges  have  advanced 
with  a  rapidity  heretofore  unexampled,  and  com- 
mon schools  are  daily  springing  up  even  in  the 
wilderness,  a  religion,  pure  and  undefiled,  sheds 
its  blessings  on  our  heads,  and,  to  crown  the 
whole,  the  spirit  of  liberty  walks  abroad  in  our 
Und,  crushing  the  oppressor,  inculcating  the  les- 
sons of  wisdom  and  ol  virtue,  giving  protection  to 
the  weak,  and  seeuritv  to  all.  Now,  if  any  mon- 
arch in  Europe  could,  by  pursuing  a  wise  and 
liberal  policy,  bring  the  mass  of  his  subjects  into 
thb  condition,  he  would  be  followed  by  the  bless- 
ing of  his  people,  and  would  command  the  ad- 
miration of  the  world. 

When  I  admit,  therefore,  that  the  country  is  in 
a  state  of  depression,  I  nrost  not  be  understood  as 
conceding  that  there  is  any  want  of  the  necessa- 
ries or  coBvenienees  of  life.  No,  sir,  that  depres- 
sion consists  entirely  in  diminished  prices  for  the 
prodoce  of  our  labor,  and  is  not  confined,  as  gen- 
tlemen have  supposed,  to  certain  places,  or  to 
particular  employments,  but  embraces  the  whole 
coontry,  and  is  almost  equally  felt  by  all  classes 
in  society.  It  is  also  lamentabljr  true,  that  men 
in  the  middle  and  higher  ranks  ot  life,  are  consid- 
erably involved  in  debt,  and  I  will  certainly  not 
attempt  to  deny  that  these  are  evils  of  great  mag- 
nitude, or  that  they  have  produced)  and  must  con- 
tioae  to  produce,  serious  embarrassments.  Now, 
in  searching  for  the  causes  of  this  state  of  things, 
it  is  not  a  little  astonishing  that  gentlemen  should 
paa  over  the  great  political  events  which  have 
obriously  placed  the  United  States  in  a  new  po- 
sition in  relation  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  and 
should  look  entirely  to  temporary  circumstances 
and  transient  causes;  such,  for  instance,  as  the 
''  balance  of  trade,"  and  the  *'  drain  of  specie." 

The  fact,  that,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
French  revolution  to  the  fall  of  Napoleon,  the 
United  States  occupied  a  neutral  position,  and 
eiijoyed  the  privilege  of  monopolizing  the  carrying 
trade,  and  commanding  for  her  breadstufis  the 
markets  of  the  world,  would  sufficiently  account, 
itot  only  for  the  rapid  growth  and  extraordinary 
prosperity  of  our  country,  but  also  for  the  tempo- 
rary depresaon  which  most  result  from  the  loss 
of  these  advantages.  Our  fields  have  almost  lit- 
erally been  fertilized  by  the  blood  of  Europe ;  we 
hare  fattened  on  the  crimes  of  her  tyrants,  and 
the  sufferings  of  her  people.  This  has  resulted 
^tirely  from  our  peculiar  and  felicitous  situation ; 
a  nation  at  peace,  with  a  salubrious  climate,  a 
nch  and  varied  soil,  and  a  rapidly  increasing 
population,  protected  and  fostered  by  a  free  Gov- 
nnment,  and  liberal  institutions;  whilst  all  the 
f^t  of  the  world  was  involved  in  the  horrors 
of  war.  That  an  increase  in  wealth  beyond  all 
former  example,  and  in  general  prosperity  with- 


out a  parallel,  should  have  sprung  out  of  such  a 
state  of  thing5,  was  natural,  and,  indeed,  inevita- 
ble. The  consequence,  however,  of  this  forced 
prosperity  was,  that  the  wages  of  labor  and  the  in- 
terest of  money  becameextravaffantly  high,  foreign 
capital  and  skill  were  attracted  to  our  shores,  and 
a  premature  impulse  being  given  to  industry,  re- 
sults were  produced  so  surprising,  as  to  border 
upon  fable.  American  enterprise,  like  the  lamp 
or  the  magician,  converted  every  thing  it  touched 
into  sold ;  the  growth  of  centuries  was  attained 
in  a  tew  years,  and  from  youth,  the  nation  sprang 
up  at  once,  and  attained  not  only  the  vigor  and 
strength  of  manhood,  but  a  giant's  stature.  It 
was  the  necessary  consequence  of  the  state  of 
prosperity,  which  I  have  described,  that  habits  of 
expense  should  be  formed,  which  nothing  but  ex- 
traordinary profits  could  support.  Every  thinff 
was  conducted  on  a  liberal  scale,  and  the  original 
curse,  <<that  man  should  eat  his  bread  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow,"  was  unfelt  and  forgotten. 
At  the  very  moment  that  we  were  indulging  in 
g[plden  dreams  of  endless  prosperity — the  restora- 
tion of  tranquillity  to  Europe,  and  the  return  of 
all  nations  to  the  arts  of  peace,  brought  her  sub- 
jects at  oDce  into  competition  with  our  merchants 
and  farmers,  in  all  those  pursuits,  from  which 
they  had  reaped  such  rich  rewards.  The  loss,  in 
a  great  degree,  of  the  foreign  market  for  our 
grain,  and  of  the  carrying^  trade ;  the  loss,  in  one 
word,  of  our  neutral  position,  produced  a  change 
in  the  condition  of  the. people,  which  could  not 
fail  to  be  severely^  felt.  This  change,  which 
would,  under  any  circumstances,  have  been  pain- 
ful, has  unfortunately  been  rendered  peculiarly 
oppressive  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  by  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  currency — the  multiplication 
of  banks — the  extensive  issue  of  the  paper  money, 
and  the  unjust  interference  of  the  L^islatures  of 
some  of  the  States,  to  prevent  the  en^rcement  of 
debts.  In  some  of  the  Western  States,  for  exam- 
ple, paper  banks  were  established,  and  money 
issued  to  an  extent  almost  incredible.  In  one  of 
those  States,  forty  banks  were  incorporated  by  a 
single  act  of  the  Legislature;  thuy  were  located 
in  different  parts  of  the  country — an  immense 
amount  of  paper  was  issued  and  circulated — the 
farmers  were  tempted  to  borrow  and  indulge 
themselves  in  the  most  extravafi;ant  expenditures, 
and  when  this  evil  had  reached  its  height — their 


how  they  could. 

The  whole  of  our  calamities,  Mr.  President, 
may  be  summed  up  in  a  few  words — debts,  and 
want  of  money.  Now,  debts  cannot  be  paid  with- 
out money,  and  as  we  have  no  mines,  and  cannot 
nuinufacture  silver  and  gold,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  how  we  are  to  obtain  money,  or  dis- 
charge our  debts,  by  cutting  ofi"  foreign  trade. 
Having  thus  pointed  out,  what  I  suppose  to  be  the 
nature,  extent,  and  true  source,  of  all  our  difficul- 
^ties,  I  will  proceed  to  consider  the  causes  assigned 
by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side.    These  are — 

1.  The  balance  of  trade  and  drain  of  specie. 
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2.  The  loss  of  our  exports;  and 

3.  That  commerce  and  agriculture  are  over- 
done. 

On  each  of  these,  I  must  make  a  few  remarks. 
In  relation  to  the  balance  of  trade,  the  gentlemen 
turn  to  our  public  documents,  and  showing  from 
these  that  we  import  more  than  we  export,  at 
once  conclude  that  the  balance  is  against  us. 
During  the  last  year,  say  they,  we  actually  im- 
ported goods  to  the  amount  of  $77,579,267,  while 
we  exported  onljr  $74,699,030,  from  which  tbev 
infer  that  the  nation  fell  in  debt  nearly  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  But  will  gentlemen  call  to  mind 
that  we  employed,  in  the  importation  and  expor- 
tation of  the  ^oods,  800,000  tons  of  shipping; 
and  as  the  capital  invested  in  those  ships,  must, 
of  course,  have  yielded  some  profit,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  we  should  import,  not  only  the  value  of 
the  merchandise  exported,  out  the  amount  of  the 
freight.  The  imports  of  every  country  must, 
therefore,  exceed  the  exports  m  value,  by  an 
amount  at  least  equal  to  the  profits. 

Though  gentlemen  have  argued  this  point  with 
great  earnestness,  I  really  cannot  persuade  myself 
that  it  is  necessary  to  say  much  m  reply ;  I  will 
merely  advert,  therefore,  to  one  or  two  facts  in  sup- 
port of  my  views.  It  has  been  stated  in  a  recent  pub- 
lication, of  unquestionable  authority,  that  thirty- 
nine  vessels  sailed  from  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  in  one 
year,  in  ballast ;  that  these  vessels  were  employed 
in  the  carrying  trade  in  Europe,  and  realized  a 
clear  profit  of  $150,000,  with  which  they  returned 
to  the  United  States.  Now,  according  to  the 
custom-house  books,  it  appears  that  in  this  case, 
we  imported  $150,000  more  than  we  exported, 
and  this  sum  is  actually  included  in  the  balance 
which  the  gentlemen  set  down  against  us.  Can 
it  escape  tne  notice  of  the  gentlemen  that,  ac- 
cording to  their  mode  of  calculation,  a  cargo  lost 
in  the  ocean,  or  sold  in  Europe  for  half  its  value, 
creates  a  balance  in  our  favor,  while  one  doubled 
in  value,  swells  the  balance  against  us?  The 
plain  truth  is,  that  no  higher  evidence  can  possi- 
bly be  furnished  of  the  prosperous  state  of  our 
commerce  than  that  our  imports  uniformly  ex- 
ceed our  exports,  and  this  excess  has  always  been 
greatest  when  our  trade  has  been  most  prosper- 
ons.  It  is  so  well  undertstood  and  acknowledged 
in  Europe,  that  a  prosperous  trade  cannot  exist 
without  importing  more  than  you  export,  that 
when  the  statements  of  the  custom-houses  in  Eng- 
land have  exhibited  a  difierent  result,  the  circum- 
stance has  been  accounted  for  by  showing  that  it 
has  arisen  entirely  from  the  difierence  between 
the  official  valuation  and  the  actual  value  of 
goods. 

Both  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Tal- 
bot,) and  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  have 
treated  this  subject,  as  if  all  importation  ran  the 
country  in  debt.  Now,  I  would  seriously  ask 
those  gentlemen,  whether  they  believe  that,  when 
we  export  our  produce,  we  make  a  free  ^ift  of  it 
to  a  foreign  nation  ?  or,  can  they  imagine  that, 
in  sending  us  their  foods,  they  are  bestowing  a 
gratuity  ?  If  not,  it  follows  that  each  party  must 
receive  some  equivalent,  and  this  is  found  in  the 


exchange  of  commodilies,  on  terms  mutually  ad- 
vantageous.   Nor  does  the  intervention  of  specie 
make  the  least  difference  in  the  case ;  for,  thooeh 
silver  is  used  as  a  standard  of  value,  yet  it  is  only 
a  commodity,  which,  like  all  others,  is  obtained 
in  exchange  for  produce.    There  can  be  no  drain 
of  specie,  therefore,  while  trade  is  free,  and  we 
have  any  thing  to  exchange  for  it.    And  what 
possible  difference  can  it  make  whether  we  par 
for  an  article  in  produce,  or  in  the  gold  and  sil- 
ver, which  we  buy  with  that  produce?    But, 
here  my  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Johnson) 
asks,  "  whether  we  mean  to  contend  that  there  is 
no  such  thing  as  a  balance  of  trade  ?"    In  an- 
bwer,  I  will  state,  that  a  nation  mav  import  from 
a  particular  place,  or  in  a  particular  year,  more 
than  a  fair  return  for  the  articles  exported,  and  in 
either  case  a  debt  may  certainly  be  created.    But 
from  the  very  nature  of  trade,  this  can  only  exist 
for  a  short  period,  the  over  importation  from  one 
place,  or  in  one  year,  being  necessarily  balanced 
by  under  importations  from  other  places,  or  in 
other  years ;  and  thus,  in  a  series  of  years,  the 
whole  amount  of  imports  and  exports  must  bal- 
ance each  other.    Sharp-sighted  and  experienced 
importing  merchants,  are  not  at  all  like  ^  spend- 
thrift heirs.'-     They  do  not  g:o  on  increasing  their 
imports  beyon4  the  means  of  the  country  to  pay 
for  them ;  nor  does  the  foreiffn  merchant  continue 
to  send  on  his  goods,  after  ne  finds  that  his  cus- 
tomers cease  to  make  remittances.    The  accounts 
are  balanced  at  stated  periods,  and  the  debt  is 
paid,  in  the  only  wav  by  which  such  a  debt  ever 
could  be  paid — by  the  produce  of  the  country. 
I  conclude,  therefore,  that  if  a  nation  exports,  it 
must  import,  and  so,  vice  versa.    As  a  general 
rule,  all  parties  concerned  in  trade  derive  a  profit 
It  is  the  increased  value  given  to  commodiues  by 
labor  or  art,  or  by  the  mere  act  of  transportation, 
which  is  the  foundation  of  commerce.    In  this 
way  the  world  is  perpetually  progressing  in  wealth 
and  refinement ;  and  every  advance  that  is  made 
in  science  or  in  art — every  new  impulse  given  to 
industry — adds  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of 
mankind.    I  repeat,  therefore,  that  so  far  from 
mourning  over  the  immense  amount  of  our  im- 
ports, we  may  resort  to  them,  as  affording,  not 
only  conclusive  evidence  that  we  are  going  on 
prosperously,  but  as  furnishing  almost  tne  stand- 
ard by  which  that  prosperity  can  be  measured. 
Away,  then,  Mr.  President,  with  this  argument 
of  "  the  balance  of  trade." 

But  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Ea- 
ton) insists,  that  there  is  one  fact  which  demon- 
strates that  the  balance  of  trade  must  be  against 
us — that  fact  is,  the  rate  of  exchange,  which  he 
states  is  now  no  less  than  ei^ht  per  cent,  in  favor 
of  Great  Britain.  The  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, as  well  as  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island, 
(Mr.  D'WoLF,)  have  also  strongly  relied  on  this 
circumstance.  Now,  are  these  gentlemen  not 
aware,  that  eight  per  cent  premium  on  bills  of 
exchange  on  England,  is  at  this  time  actually  be- 
low par  ?  It  is  manifest  that  the  nominal  rate  of 
exchange  can  furnish  no  evidence  of  the  actual 
difference,  except  where  the  standard  of  value  is 
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tiie  same.    If  the  enrrency  of  one  country  sboold 
be  coio,  and  of  another  depreciated  paper — if  eold 
be  the  standard  in  one  place,  and  silver  in  another, 
or  if  the  coins  be  of  different  value,  the  rate  of 
eichao^  must  be  influenced  by  all  of  these  cir- 
camstaoces,  and  could  furnish  not  the  slightest  evi- 
deDce  of  the  true  balance  of  trade.    Is  it  not  ob- 
Tioos,  that  under  ordinary  circumstances,  the  dif- 
ference of  exchange  between  countries,  whose 
correiiey  is  the  same,  would  be  merely  the  ex- 
pense of  transporting  specie  ?    Why  should  an 
American  mercnant  pay  a  debt  in  England  by  a 
bill  of  exchange,  at  eight  or  tenlper  cent,  premium, 
when  the  expense  of  sending  the  specie  to  Kng- 
land  would  not  exceed  two  per  cent.    Gentlemen 
Till  see  at  once,  therefore,  that  there  must  be  a  fal- 
lacy in  their  argument ;  for  if  the  premium  of  eight 
percent,  on  bills,  was  the  measure  of  the  real  differ- 
eoee  of  exchange,  no  bills  would  be  purchased, 
but  specie  would  be  shipped.    The  truth  is,  the 
earrency  of  the  two  countries  is  different.    In  con- 
sidering the  rate  of  exchange,  between  the  United 
States  and  England,  it  must  alwavs  be  recollected 
that,  practically,  silver  is  the  stanoard  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  because  in  silver  only  all  payments  are 
madd,  while  gold  is  the  standard  in  England^  be- 
cause in  gold  alone  all  payments  are  made---silver 
not  bnng  even  a  legal  tender  for  sums  above  two 
pounds ;  they  are  3ien  not  susceptible  of  direct 
comparison,  being  things  entirely  dissimilar,  and 
mast  be  compared  by  some  indirect  mean.    This 
mean  is  familiarly  known  in  practice,  and  is  ob- 
Tioas  in  principle.    It  is  as  follows :  Compare  the 
standard  value  of  a  given  quantity  (an  ounce  for 
insunce)  of  the  pure  contents  of  our  silver  coin, 
with  the  market  value,  in  England,  of  the  same 
quantity  of  pure  silver.    I  hold  in  my  hand  two 
statements,  obtained  from  gentlemen    perfectly 
confersant  with  the  subject.    The  first  exhibits 
this  comparison,  in  a  case  when  the  market  value 
in  England,  is  supposed  to  be  4«.  9^  per  ounce 
of  Spanish  dollars.     There  is  a  difference  be- 
tween Spanish  and  American  dollars,  which  this 
paper  also  explains.    The  second,  is  an  extension 
o(  the  principle  of  the  first,  and  shows  the  appar- 
ent loss,  but  in  truth,  the  real  par  of  exchange,  in 
the  several  instances,  which  it  enumerates.  From 
these  statements,  it  appears  that  exchange  on 
England  being  at  fifteen  per  cent  premium,  and 
Spanish  dollars  in  the  English  market  at  48,  6(2. 
per  ounce,  is  really  at  par,  because  the  bill  of  ex- 
change of  9100,  which  is  purchased  at  911^)  will 
Eroeore  in  the  English  market  $115  Spanish  dol- 
irs-and  when  dollars  are  at  4«.  9id.  in  the  Eng- 
lish market,  (which  is  about  the  present  price,) 
if  exchange  on  England  be  below  eight  per  cent., 
it  is  below  par^  and  in  favor  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  this  daiy  received  a  letter  from  a  highly  re- 
^'pectable  gentleman  in  Philadelphia,  who  assures 
^  that  a  merchant  may  now  purchase  a  bill  of 
(xcbange  on  London  with  silver,  (or  notes,  for 
which  silver  can  be  obtained,)  at  the  rate  of  nine 
per  cent  premium,  and  that  when  he  takes  it  to 
England,  be  will  receive  for  it  gold  at  par,  with 
which  he  will  be  able  to  purchase  109  silver  dol- 
^r»-^hould  the  price  of  silver,  continue  in  Eng- 


land, the  same  as  at  the  last  accounts — ^tbns  mak- 
ing the  purchase  of  a  bill  at  nine  per  cent,  pre- 
mium, actually  a  purchase  at  par.  The  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  therefore,  will  perceive,  that  his 
"  eight  per  cent,  premium  "  on  bills,  is  below  par ; 
that  he  could  obtain  in  England  for  such  a  bill, 
more  than  he  would  give  for  it  here,  and  there- 
fore, according  to  his  views  of  the  subject,  the 
balance  of  trade  must  be  in  favor  of  the  United 
States. 

With  respect  to  the  loss  of  our  exports,  I  think 
ffentlemen  are  equally  mistaken.  It  was  to  have 
been  expected,  that  the  causes  to  which  I  have  ad- 
verted, if  they  did  not  greatly  lessen  the  amount, 
would  change  the  character  of  our  exports,  and  it 
does  not  appear  to  me,  that  the  result  has  been  as 
fortunate  as  could  have  been  reasonably  expected. 
In  1823,  the  amount  of  our  domestic 

exports  was         ....  $47,155,408 
Same  year,  the  amount  of  our  for- 
eign exports  was  ...     27,543,622 

Making  in  all-        -        -       -    974,699,030 
In  1822,  domestic  exports  $49,874,079 
"        foreign       do.  -     22,286,202 

72,160,281 


Increase 


«2,538,749 


Now,  from  1700  to  1816,  a  period  of  twenty-six 
years,  it  appears  (from  Seybert,  p.  93)  that  there 
Svas  but  one  year  when  our  domestic  exports  ex- 
ceeded forty-seven  millions;  and  while  our  ex- 
ports of  foreign  articles  has  been  reduced  more 
than  one-half,  our  domestic  exports  have  remained 
nearly  the  same  in  amount.  It  is  our  commerce 
then  that  has  chiefly  suffered. 

If  it  be  said,  that  particular  States  have  lost  a 
market  for  their  grain,  and  that  our  exports  are 
principally  of  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  I  will  ask, 
if  gentlemen  propose  to  remedy  that  inconvenience 
by  equalizioff  the  relative  advantages  of  different 
portions  of  the  Union  ?  Must  the  cotton  planter 
pay  to  the  grower  of  wheat  a  portion  of  his  profits 
to  equalize  their  incomes  1  If  so,  some  portion  of 
the  immense  sums  received  by  the  latter  for  their 
grain  during  the  war,  must  be  brought  into  the 
account ;  for  gentlemen  will  recollect,  that  when 
our  cotton  was  lying  in  our  barns  for  years  to- 
gether, the  people  of  the  West  were  receiving  for 
their  flour  sometimes  as  much  as  thirty  or  forty  dol- 
lars a  barrel,  and  that  the  manufacturers  then  pos- 
sessed a  complete  monopoly  of  the  home  market  ? 

It  is  true,  Mr.  President,  that  our  march  to  great- 
ness has  been  interrupted  by  impediments,  which 
have  arrested  our  rapid  progress.  But  these  are 
happily  not  insurmountable,  though  they  can  only 
be  overcome  by  patience,  fortitude,  and  perseve- 
rance. We  must  be  wanting  to  ourselves,  how- 
ever, if  this  nation  does  not  yet  fufil  its  high  des- 
tinies. 

But,  we  are  told,  in  the  last  place,  that  "  com- 
merce and  agriculture  have  been  overdone,"  and 
it  has  become  necessary  to  divert  a  portion  of  our 
surplus  canital  and  labor  to  other  pursuits.  When 
we  call  for  the  proof  of  this  assertion,  gentle- 
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men  point  to  the  surplus  produce  of  the  country, 
which  they  tell  us,  is  '*  rotting  in  our  Wns.^'  But 
if  the  flour  remaining  on  the  hands  of  the  farmer, 
proves  that  '^  agriculture  is  overdone,"  then  manu- 
factures must  also  be  overdone,  for  gentlemen  tell 
us  "  of  large  quantities  of  goods,  which  are  re- 
maining unsold  in  the  hands  of  the  manufacturer,'* 
and  by  the  same  rule  all  the  pursuits  in  life,  even 
the  learned  professions,  and  the  mechanic  arts, 
must  be  greatly  overdone.  As  to  the  diminu- 
tion of  exports,  so  far  as  this  exists,  it  would 
just  as  much  prove  that  manufactures,  as  that 
agriculture,  or  commerce,  are  overdone ;  for  pre- 
cisely to  the  extent  to  which  you  sunply  your 
wants  at  home,  will  be  the  diminution  or  tne  quan- 
tity of  goods  imported,  and  consequently  of  the 
articles  sent  abroad  to  pay  for  them;  and  this 
evil  must  be  increased,  and  not  diminished,  by  the 
extension  of  manufactures.  The  truth  is,  that  we 
are  sufierine  from  general  causes,  which  affect, 
nearly  equally,  every  department  of  life,  and  it  is 
not  true,  that  any  branch  of  industry  is  peculiarly 
overdone.  From  the  chaos  into  which  the  world 
has  been  thrown  by  the  astonishing  events  of  mod- 
ern times,  the  political  elements  have  not  yet  bad 
time  to  settle  down  into  their  appropriate  stations. 
Society  only  wants  time  to  adjust  itself  to  a  new 
order  of  affairs.  The  citizens  of  the  United  States 
have  been  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  prosperity — 
they  have  revelled  so  long  in  the  luxuries  of  wealth 
and  refinement — that  they  cannot  at  once  become 
reconciled  to  a  life  of  patient  labor  and  persever- 
ins  industry.  An  honorable  gentleman,  from  the 
West  actually  attributes  the  failure  of  our  manu- 
factures, in  a  great  measure,  *^  to  the  impatience 
of  the  American  character,"  and  tells  us  <<  that  the 
people  are  soon  disgusted  and  discouraged."  And 
shall  we,  sir,  adapt  our  legislation  to  such  a  char- 
acter ;  or  shall  we  not  rather  cultivate  a  national 
character,  which  shall  be  distinguished  for  patient 
industry  and  unshaken  perseverance?  I  would 
cherish,  sir,  in  the  American  people, 

A  towering,  and  deep  rooted  strength  of  soul. 
Which,  like  the  oak,  might  shake  in  Summer  winds, 
But  stript  by  Winter,  stands  immoveable. 

Having  thus  traced  to  their  source  the  causes 
of  the  evils  under  which  the  nation  suffers,  I  will 
proceed  to  examine  the  remedy  proposed.  This 
consists  in  the  creation  bv  law  of  great  manufac- 
turing establishments.  Tne  gentlemen  insist,  that 
this  employment  of  labor  and  capital,  is,  in  the 
abstract,  most  profitable,  and  they  consider  the 
value  added  to  the  raw  material  as  the  exact  meas- 
ure of  that  profit.  ^  must,  at  the  very  threshold  of 
this  inquiry,  express  my  astonishment — that  gen- 
tlemen should  overlook  the  obvious  truth,  that,  if 
the  use  of  labor-saving  machinery  rendered  man- 
ufactures more  profitable  than  other  pursuits,  labor 
and  capital  would,  according  to  an  unerring  law 
of  our  nature,  immediately  flow  into  that  channel, 
until  the  profits  should  be  brought  down  to  the 
common  level.  If  it  were  true  that  labor  in  man- 
ufactures, would  produce  "ten  times  as  much 
labor  in  agriculure  or  commerce,"  it  would  only 
follow,  that  the  manufactured  articles  would  be 


reduced  to  one-tenth  of  the  former  prices;  and 
the  profits  of  all  pursuits  would  soon  be  equalized. 
This  is  a  conclusive  answer  to  the  whole  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  machine  labor.  But,  if  the  valae 
added  to  the  raw  material,  (without  any  coDsid- 
eration  of  the  capital  invested,)  be  the  test  of  the 
profits  of  different  pursuits,  1  am  inclined  to  think 
that  agriculture  would  be  found  to  have  an  ad- 
vantage over  manufactures.    The  latter,  we  nt 
told,  adds  ten  fold  to  the  raw  material — the  former 
adds,  perhaps,  a  hundred.      The  manufacturer, 
aided  by  his  machinery,  converts,  by  his  labor,  a 
pound  of  cotton,  which  cost  twenty  cents,  into 
two  yards  of  cloth,  worth  two  dollars — while  the 
farmer  puts  a  few  grains  into  the  earth,  which 
co^t  him  almost  nothing,  and  by  the  help  of  his 
horse  and  his  plough,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
elements,  (all  of  which  constitute  his  labor-saving 
machinery,)  produces  a  hundred,  and  in  some 
cases  a  thousand  fold.  Is  his  pursuit,  therefore,  the 
most  profitable  ?    No— the  profits  will  be  equal- 
ized by  the  prices — and  these  will  be  regulated  bjr 
an  unerring  standard,  common  to  all  pursuits, 
viz :  the  interest  on  the  capital,  and  wages  of 
labor. 

But  it  has  been  most  earnestly  insisted,  that  we 
must  pass  this  bill,  to  encourage  home  industrf, 
and  that  manufacturing  establishments  must  be 
promoted,  because  the  goods  which  they  will  fur- 
nish, will  be  the  produce  of  American  capital  and 
labor.  Gentlemen  appear  seriously  to  believe, 
^that  nothing  is  the  result  of  American  industry, 
which  is  not  made  at  home.  Now,  sir,  I  insist, 
that  home  industry  is  as  much  exerted,  and  Ame- 
rican labor  and  capital  in  all  respects  as  much 
emploved  in  obtaining  an  article  mm  abroad,  as 
in  malting  it  at  home.  When  Great  Britain  sends 
to  this  country  her  manufactured  goods,  how  do 
we  pay  for  them  ?  Surely  with  the  produce  of 
our  labor.  It  is  true,  we  may  give  ten  pooods  of 
cotton  for  one  pound  of  cloth,  but  then,  it  costs 
us  no  more  capital  or  labor  to  produce  the  ten 
pounds  of  cotton,  than  it  does  the  British  manu* 
ufacturer  to  work  up  the  pound  of  cotton  into 
cloth.  The  wages  of  labor,  and  the  interest  on 
the  capital;  is  the  standard  of  value  in  both  cases ; 
and,  as  the  English  laborer  works  harder  and 
fares  worse  than  the  American,  we  probably  get 
the  advantage  in  the  exchange.  It  will  not  be 
denied,  that  the  labor  employed  in  producing  the 
articles  which  we  export,  is  home  industry— nei- 
ther will  it  be  questioned,  that  the  labor  employed 
in  building,  equipping,  and  navigating  the  ships 
which  carry  them  to  market,  is  home  industry ; 
then,  it  surely  follows,  that  the  goods  obtained  in 
exchange  for  this  produce,  is  the  result  of  home 
industry,  and  may  most  truly  be  said  to  be  pro- 
duced by  that  industry.  It  can  make  no  difference 
whatever,  whether  such  articles  be  made  at  home 
or  abroad — ^it  will  be  our  interest  to  obtain  them, 
where  they  can  be  procured  cheapest.  I  will  il- 
lustrate my  positions,  by  stating  a  case.  Suppose 
a  thousand  families  to  be  exclusively  employed  in 
what  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  call  ^  home 
industry,"  that  is  to  say,  some  of  them  are  em- 
ployed in  cultivating  grain,  some  in  raising  sheep, 
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and  others  in  tnanufaetariog  cloth.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  it  is  foaad,  that,  over  and  above  main- 
taioing  themselves  in  comfort,  they  have  accamu- 
laied  a  sarpiiia  of  ten  thousand  yards  of  broad- 
cloth, worth  in  the  market  forty  thoasand  dollars. 
This  will  be  admitted  to  be  "American  labor  "  and 
"'  home  industry."  Now,  suppose  the  same  per- 
sons to  be  distributed  differently — a  part  of  them  are 
employed  in  raising  articles  for  rood,  a  part  for 
exportation,  and  the  remainder  (as  merchants, 
seamen,  &c.,)  in  transporting  the  surplus  produce 
to  a  foreign  market,  and  ezchanjging  it  for  cloth. 
At  the  end  of  the  year,  their  gains  are  also  sum- 
med up,  and  it  is  found  that,  besides  maintaining 
themselves,  they  have  with  their  surplus  produce 
imported  cloth  to  the  value  of  $40,000.  I  will  ask 
whether  the  article  thus  imported,  is  not  as  much 
the  product  of  home  industry  as  if  it  had  been 
manufactured  in  the  country  ?  Neither  the  coun- 
try nor  the  individuals  would  be  richer  or  poorer, 
whether  the  cloth  was  made  at  home  or  brought 
from  abroad ;  while  the  pursuits  in  the  latter  case, 
being  more  liberal  and  diversified,  would  be  calcu- 
lated to  produce  a  beneficial  influence  on  the  na- 
tional character.  But,  if  the  whole  labor  and  capi- 
tal of  the  one  hundred  persons,  above  mentioned, 
coald,  when  employed  in  agriculture  and  com- 
merce, produce  ten  thousand  yards  of  cloth,  but 
when  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  the  article, 
could  (from  the  want  of  skill,  and  capital,  or  other 
caosesj  produce  only  five  thousand  yards,  it  is 
manifest  that  a  great  lass  must  be  sustained — a  loss 
of  no  less  than  one-half  of  the  whole  capital  and 
labor  employed.  Now,  if,  in  such  a  case,  the  Gov- 
ernment should  step  in,  and  in  order  to  make  the 
porstiit  profitable,  impose  such  a  duty  on  foreign 
cloth  as  would  enable  the  manufacturers  to  sell  the 
fire  thousand  yards  at  double  price,  (viz:  for 
$40,000,)  then  it  is  clear  that  an  unprofitable  pur- 
suit would  be  made  profitable  by  a  bounty  taken 
oat  of  the  pockets  ot  the  consumers ;  and  if  you 
extend  the  system  on  a  large  scale,  to  various 
branches  of  manufactures,  it  is  obvious  that  in- 
diridnals  would  not  only  be  taxed,  to  a  great 
amount,  but  the  nation  would  be  impoverished,  by 
direriing  the  labor  and  capital  of  its  citizens,  from 
a  more,  to  a  less  profitable  pursuit. 

If  it  be  manifest  from  this  case,  fand  a  hundred 
others  could  be  put,  equally  stronc)  that  the  ques- 
tion, whether  manufacturmg  at  home  be  prefer- 
able to  importing,  depends  altogether  on  the  fact, 
which  yields  the  most  profit,  it  seems  to  follow, 
that  it  IS  the  interest  of  the  nation,  as  it  is  of  indi- 
viduals, to  bay  where  they  can  buy  cheapest,  and 
tbis  requires  no  legislation.  If  we  can  make  cloth 
cheaper  at  home  than  we  can  buy  it  abroad,  we  will 
make  it  at  home ;  if  not,  it  is  our  interest  to  import 
it  In  the  case  (supposed  by  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,)  of  a  farmer  who  had  nothing  to  give 
for  his  cloth  bat  grain,  which  the  foreign  merchant 
would  not  take,  1  admit  that  it  might  be  necessary 
for  him  to  make  the  exchange  where  he  could 
efiect  it,  without  regard  to  the  price.  No  such 
ease,  however,  can  exist,  for  as  long  as  wheat  can 
be  exchanged  for  any  thing,  it  will  command 
money,  and  if  it  cannot  be  so  exchanged,  its  cul- 


tivation must  be  abandoned.  Gentlemen  deceive 
themselves  greatly,  if  they  suppose  that  the  Ameri- 
can manufacturer  will  take  their  surplus  wheat  in 
payment  for  his  cloth.  Man,ufacturing  establish- 
ments depend  much  more  on  capital  than  on  labor, 
and  though  the  spinners  and  weavers  may  con- 
sume flour,  machinery  and  capital  certainly  will 
not.  The  quantity  of  grain  consumed  in  the 
country  will  not  be  increased  by  manufactures ; 
nor  do  I  believe  that  the  quantity  produced  will 
be  materially  diminished.  The  fact  is,  if  there  be 
a  surplus  of  grain,  or  of  any  other  article,  the  quan- 
tity produced  must  be  lessened.  There  are  a  thou- 
sand agricultural  products  of  which  our  soil  is 
capable,  to  which  our  attention  has  not  even  been 
tiuned.  A  very  short  time  will  serve  to  develop 
the  resources  of  the  country,  and  open  abundant 
sources  of  profitable  and  useful  employment,  and 
our  citizens  will  emerge  from  their  present  diffi- 
culties "like  gold  purified  in  the  furnace." 

I  admit,  Mr.  President,  that  there  are  exceptions 
to  the  rules  I  have  laid  down.  I  admit,  that  the 
munitions  of  war,  and  the  articles  necessary  to 
national  defence  should  be  provided  at  home,  no 
matter  at  what  expense,  on  the  ground  that  we 
should  not  expose  ourselves  even  to  the  risk  of 
being  left,  in  the^ event  of  war,  without  the  means 
of  self-protection.  Beyond  this,  all  duties  should 
be  imix)sed  merely  for  the  purposes  of  revenue. 
It  will  not,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  a  duty  im- 
posed on  foreign  articles,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  protecting  tne  domestic  manufacture,  is  a  tax 
on  the  consumer. 

But,  we  are  told,  that,  though  in  the  first  in- 
stance the  effect  of  the  system  may  be  to  impose 
a  tax  on  consumers,  yet  that  they  will  be  com- 
pensated in  the  end,  by  a  diminution  in  the  prices ; 
oy  furnishinff  a  home  market  for  the  raw  material ; 
and,  finally,  oy  extensive  exportation  of  the  manu- 
factured article ;  and  here  gentlemen  confidently 
appeal  to  the  experience  of  the  country,  under  the 
tariff  of  1816.  It  has  been  repeatedly  asserted,  in 
bbth  Houses,  that  the  wisdom  of  the  prohibitory  pol- 
icy has  been  established  by  the  fruits  of  that  bill ; 
that  all  the  predictions  of  the  Southern  gentlemen 
have  been  falsified  and  that  it  has  been  demonstrated 
that,  as  soon  as  a  manufacture  is  brought  into  ex- 
istence, by  the  protecting  system,  the  price  of  the 
article  is  diminished,  and  exportation  begins.  Sir, 
I  am  persuaded  that  gentlemen  have  greatly  de- 
ceived themselves,  and  the  country,  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  apprehend  that  prices  have  not  materially 
fallen,  and  I  feel  myself  well  warranted  in  assert- 
ing, that  there  exists  no  fact  or  circumstance 
which  authorizes  the  statement  that  cotton  goods 
have  been  exported  to  South  America  to  any  con- 
siderable extent.  It  is  said  that  the  extensive 
failure  of  our  manufactures  after  the  war,  arose 
from  the  want  of  adequate  protection.  Now,  sir, 
it  is  not  true  that  this  calamity  arose  from  want 
of  protection.  If  the  act  of  1816  had  saved  the 
cotton  factories,  and  the  want  of  protection  had 
destroyed  the  woollen,  then  the  failures  would 
have  taken  place  exclusively  among  the  latter. 
But  what  was  the  fact?  Why,  four-fifths  of  all 
the  manufactories  which  failed  in  New  England, 
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were  of  coarse  cotton  goods ;  and  in  relation  to 
these,  the  gentlemen  admit  they  enjoyed  the  benefit 
of  a  "  prohibitory  duty."  This  fact  I  assert  on 
anquesiionable  authority,  and  it  certainly  proves 
that  the  failures  were  not  the  consequence  of 
want  of  protection.  Nor  is  it  true  that,  in  conse- 
quence or  the  act  of  1816^  prices  have  fallen  so 
low  as  to  afford  compensation  for  the  bounties  we 
have  been  compelled  to  pay  to  the  manufacturers. 
There  has  been  a  considerable  diminution  in  the 
quantity  of  money ;  a  sound  currency  has  been  in 
a  great  measure  restored,  money  has  therefore  in- 
creased in  value,  and  property  has  consequently 
fallen.  The  average  climmution  in  the  value  of 
land,  we  are  informed,  is  nearly  fiftv  per  cent, 
and  a  similar  fall  has  taken  place  in  almost  every 
species  of  property.  Cotton  cloths  have  not, 
therefore,  fallen  in  price,  unless  they  can  now  be 
procured  for  one-half  of  what  they  cost  in  1816, 
and  this  is  certainly  not  the  ca««.  I  will  pot  it 
to  the  candor  of  gentlemen,  whether  coarse  cot- 
tons can  now  be  purchased  as  low  here  as  in 
England.  And  if  not,  where  is  our  gain  from 
the  fall  of  prices?  Look,  Mr.  President,  at  the 
experience  of  the  country,  in  relation  to  the  man- 
ufacture of  two  articles ;  I  mean  shoes  and  hats. 
Has  the  almost  total  prohibition  of  the  foreign 
article,  and  the  monopoly  of  the  home  market, 
lessened  the  prices?  No,  sir,  we  pay  more  for  our 
hats  and  shoes  than  any  people  on  earth,  and 
when  almost  every  article  imported  from  abroad 
has  fallen  twenty  or  thirty  per  cent,  these  main- 
tain their  prices,  immoveable.  With  respect  to 
the  home  market  for  our  raw  material,  I  deny 
that  the  cotton-growers  have  yet  derived  any  ma- 
terial advantage  from  that  source;  and  I  am 
wholly  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  the  home  market 
ever  can  supply  the  place  of  the  foreign  market, 
in  this  respect.  The  quantity  of  cotton  annually 
produced  in  the  United  Sutes  is  600,000  bales ; 
of  this,  the  amount  worked  up  in  our  manufac- 
turing establishments,  is  about  80,000  bales.  Now, 
if  the  cotton-growers  have  found  a  home  market 
for  this  quantity,  I  wish  to  know  if  they  do  not 
receive  goods  in  payment  ?  and  whether  they  are 
not,  thereby,  prevented  from  importing  the  same 
amount  of^  goods  from  abroad,  for  which  they 
would  have  paid  by  exporting  these  very  80,000 
bales  of  cotton?  If  the  prices  of  the  ^oods,  there- 
fore, were  exactly  the  same,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
cotton-growers  would  be  neither  gainers  nor  losers 
by  the  change  which  has  been  effected  in  the 
course  of  this  trade;  but,  if  they  have  thereby 
been  compelled  to  pay  a  higher  price  for  their 
ffoods,  then  it  is  clear  that  they  have  actually  been 
losers,  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  difference.  But 
how,  1  would  seriously  ask,  is  it  possible  for  the 
home  market  to  supply  the  place  of  the  foreign 
market,  for  our  cotton  ?  We  supply  Great  Britain 
with  the  raw  material,  out  of  which  she  furnishes 
the  continent  of  Europe,  nay,  the  whole  world, 
with  cotton  goods.  We  sent  to  England,  last 
year,  448,000  bales  of  cotton,  of  which  she  re- 
turned us  not  more  than  50,000  bales,  in  cotton 
ffoods.  Now,  suppose  our  manufacturing  estab- 
Ushments  could  make  every  yard  of  cloth  which 


we  consume,  that  would  furnish  a  home  market 
for  no  more  than  50,000  out  of  the  450/)00  bales 
of  cotton,  now  shipped  to  Great  Britain ;  leariog 
on  our  hands  400,000  bales,  equal  to  two-thirds  of 
our  whole  produce.  If  our  manufactures  coold 
supplant  the  English  in  the  markets  of  Europe,  it 
might  be  otherwise.  But  this  idea  is  certainly 
too  extravagant  to  be  seriously  ent^tained.  Aod 
are  we  prepared  to  cut  off  the  foreign  market  for 
two-thirds  of  our  cotton,  equal  in  value  to  more 
than  thirteen  millions  of  dollars  per  aQnQm,oii 
the  desperate  experiment  of  supply  ing  Europe  with 
cotton  goods  ? 

The  amount  of  the  bounty  paid  to  the  cotton 
and  woollen  manufactures,  by  virtue  of  the  set 
of  1816,  may  be  estimated  by  the  foUowinjg;  strik- 
ing facts,  to  which  we  would  call  the  serious  at- 
tention of  the  Senate.  The  Committee  of  Wap 
and  Means,  in  their  report  of  the  30ih  of  April, 
1822,  noticing  ''  the  rapid  increase  of  the  maoo- 
factures  of  the  country,  an  increase,  which  tiie 
most  sanguine  had  not  anticipated,"  take  a  view 
of  the  eflect  on  the  revenue,  and  remark,  that— 
^  In  the  year  1818,  the  imports  of  cottons  and 

woollens  amounted  to  -  -  -920,804,18S 
<<But,inl820,H>nlyto      -        -        -     8,980,074 

Making  a  difference,  in  two  years,  of  15,824,113 

"  A  loss  to  an  extent  no  human  being  could  hare 

foreseen." 

In  1819    the   imports   of  woollen    and  cottoo 

amounted  to $24,804,188 

1819 16,555,399 

1820 8,988,074 

Thus  it  appears  that,  under  the  operation  of 
this  "wonder-working  system,''  we  lost  in  one 
year  upwards  of  eight  millions  of  our  imports, 
and  the  next  year  sixteen  millions,  making,  in 
two  years,  twenty-four  millions  of  dollars,  with  a 
loss  m  revenue  equal  to  six  millions  of  dollars. 
But  it  has  been  most  earnestly  insisted  that  we 
have  derived  ample  compensation  for  these  losses 
by  the  exportation  of  our  cotton  goods  to  South 
America.  Now  I  call  for  a  statement  of  the  na- 
ture and  amount  of  such  exports.  In  the  absence 
of  all  proof,  I  would  rely  with  great  confidence 
on  circumstances  to  show  that  the  gentlemen 
have  mistaken  their  sanguine  hopes  for  undonbied 
facts — the  first  is,  that  it  is,  from  the  very  nature 
of  things,  highly  improbable  that  we  should  snc- 
cessfully  compete  with  Great  Britain,  in  foreign 
markets,  in  respect  to  these  manufactures,  wbieh 
can  only  be  sustained  at  home,  by  protective  du- 
ties of  from  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  per  cent. 
Is  it  not  absurd  to  talk  of  entering  into  competi- 
tion with  the  English  abroad,  if  we  cannot  do  it 
at  home  ?  Indeed,  what  are  our  advanuges  over 
the  English  ?  Their  machinery  is  carried  to  the 
greatest  possible  perfection — their  skill  has  been 
matured  by  knowledge  and  extensive  experience 
— prodigious  capitals  have  been  accumulated  by 
the  successful  trade  of  centuries — and  the  wages 
of  labor  are  so  low,  as  barely  to  sustain  the  arti^it; 
surely,  with  these  advanta^.  it  is  idle  to  suppose 
that  we  will  be  able  to  drive  the  English  out  of 
any  foreign  market.    At  home  it  may  be  differ- 
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ent,  and,  in  respect  to  these  articles,  which  are 
chiefly  prodaced  by  labor-saving  machinery,  and 
for  which  we  possess  the  raw  material  in  aban- 
dance,  the  protection  necessarily  afforded  by  our 
reveDue  system,  and  oar  distance  from- Europe 
will,  I  doubt  not,  enable  us  to  enter  into  success- 
ful competition  with  foreigners.  As  to  our  ex- 
ports to  South  America,  it  may  be  true,  that  a 
few  cargoes  of  cotton  goods  have  found  their 
way  to  this  country  and  to  Mexico.  But  this  has 
])robably  arisen  from  the  unsettled  state  of  those 
countries;  or  we  may  have  sent  those  goods 
merely  as  the  means  of  paying  (at  a  price,  per- 
haps, below  their  cost)  for  articles  imported  from 
thence,  and  expected  to  be  sold  here  at  extrava- 
gant profits.  I  have  carefully  examined  the  offi- 
cial documents,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  kind  and  quantity  of  cotton  cloths  exported 


condition  of  our  hardy  sun-burnt  yeomanry,  en- 
joying a  rustic  independence  on  their  own  farms, 
for  that  of  the  most  pampered  menials,  or  well-fed 
paupers  Europe  could  produce.  The  gentlemen 
seem  to  think^  that  the  only  standard  of  national 
welfare  is  money.  Now,  I  do  not  underrate  the 
advantages  of  wealth  and  power,  but  I  consider 
the  happiness  of  the  people  as  of  infinitely  more 
importance,  and  am  inclined  to  believe  that  what- 
ever may  be  gained  in  riches  or  in  power,  very 
little  addition  will  be  made  to  the  substantial 
happiness  of  the  people,  by  enticing  them  from 
the  cheerful  walks  of  agricultural  industry  into  the 
ffloomy  walls  a  manufactory.  The  large  capital- 
ists of  our  country  may  have  their  incomes  en- 
larged, and  their  political  influence  increased,  but 
the  laborers  will  never  receive  more  than  very 
moderate  wages.    The  ablest  political  economist 


to  South  America.    I  find,  from  the  report  of  the    in  Europe  now  tells  us,  that  Great  Britain  has  be- 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  quantity  is 
not  sufficiently  great  to  be  classed  under  a  separ- 
ate head.  Bat  the  whole  amount  of  exports  of 
American  manufactured  articles,  of  every  de- 
scription, to  Soath  America  and  Mexico,  is  as 
follows,  viz : 

Spanish  South  America  and  Mexico  -  $227,520 
Honduras,  Campeachy,  and   Musquito 

Shore 6,695 

Brazil  and  Portuguese  colonies     -        -      38,281 


MakiOff        -        -        -        -        -        -    272,396 

While  our  exports  of  foreign  goods  to  those 
places  amounted  to  four  millions. 

What  portion  of  this  Q272,000  consisted  of 
cotton  goods  we  are  not  informed.  I  should  sup- 
pose it  could  not  exceed  one-third ;  taking  it, 
ttowever,  to  be  one-half,  it  would  only  amount  to 
$130,000,  in  round  numbers ;  and  this  is  the  im- 
mense exportation  of  cotton  goods  to  South  Ame- 
rica, about  which  so  much  noise  has  been  made. 
Why,  sir,  we  imported  last  year  nearly  as  much 
cotton  from  South  America,  and  a  car^o  of  wheat 
was  brought  from  Europe  to  New  York.  But 
does  this  prove  that  Soutn  America  can  supplant 
oor  cotton  in  the  home  market,  or  that  Europe 
can  supply  us  with  wheat  ?  No,  sir,  these  cases 
prove  nothing;  they  are  mere  exceptions  to  the 
ordinary  course  of  trade. 

Having  now  examined  this  system  of  *'  home  in- 
dustry," i  will  proceed  to  look  at  some  of  the  '<  ex- 
amples" on  which  gentlemen  have  relied  in  favor  of 
their  scheme.  The  exa mple  of  England  has  been 
ttiamphantly  appealed  to.  It  is  not  a  little  strange, 
sir,  that  gentlemen  who  are  accustomed  to  hold 
up  British  institutions,  to  our  scorn  and  contempt, 
should  now  appeal  to  British  example,  for  the 
purpose  of  supporting  a  policy  which  they  venture 
to  call  "American."  But  England,  it  seems,  has 
grown  great  by  her  restrictive  system.  If  this 
were  true,  I  would  ask,  if  her  greatness  affords 
evidence  of  the  happiness  of  the  people?  But  it 
seems  that  her  subjects  are  prosperous — ^we  have 
been  edified  by  an  eulogium  even  on  her  "  Poor 
Laws,"  and  are  gravely  told  that  the  paupers  of 
England,  *'  have  ruddy  complexions,  and  eat  beef, 
and  drink  tea."    Sir,  I  would  not  exchange  the 


come  great,  not  in  consequence  of,  but  (to  use  the 
language  of  Lord  Liverpool)  "  in  spite  of  her  restric- 
tive system."  If  gentlemen  reason  so  illoffically 
as  to  contend  that  because  England  is  rich,  and 
great,  and  prosperous,  therefore,  she  has  become 
so  from  her  prohibitory  system,  may  we  not,  by 
the  same  course  of  reasoning,  prove  that  she  has 
grown  great  from  her  monarchical  principles,  her 
orders  of  nobility,  or  her  military,  naval,  and 
church  establishments?  I  doubt  not  her  poor 
laws  have  had  as  much  influence  in  this  respect 
as  her  corn  laws.  Sir,  England  is  indebted  for 
all  that  she  possesses  to  the  patient  industry  of  her 
people,  her  excellent  judiciary,  her  astonishing 
triumph  in  science,  in  arts,  and  in  arms,  and  her 
extensive  commerce;  which  has  rendered  all  the 
world  tributary  to  her  greatness.  She  owes  no 
portion  of  her  prosperity  to  her  restrictive  system. 
Gentlemen  will  pardon  me,  when  I  declare,  and 
I  do  it  in  the  face  of  their  assertions  to  the  con- 
trary, that  the  whole  history  of  Great  Britain  de- 
monstrates the  impolicy,  nay  the  folly  and  absur- 
dity of  the  system  we  are  now  about,  on  the 
strength  of  her  example,  to  adopt.  It  is  emphat- 
ically true,  that  all  her  manufactures  most  pro- 
tected by  laws,  have  advanced  least,  while  those 
which  have  been  neglected  have  prospered  most. 
Silk,  the  creature  of  bounties,  and  nourished  and 
sustained  by  prohibition,  is  still  in  a  languishing 
condition.  Linen,  the  next  in  order  of  protection, 
is  next  in  the  order  of  success.  Woollen  being 
le&s  protected  than  these,  has  advanced  beyond 
them.  But  cotton,  which  has  been  of  all  others 
the  least  favored,  has  flourished  mast  of  all.  To 
prove  this,  I  will  refer  at  once  to  the  highest  au- 
thority, the  official  statements  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  Here  are  his  words,  taken 
from  a  speech,  delivered  not  two  months  ago,  in 
the  British  Parliament : 

**  Now,  at  this  part  of  the  question,  I  beg  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee,  whiUt  I  trace  the  progress  of 
the  cotton  manufactare,  and  I  do  so  because  I  feel, 
and,  indeed,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  arguments 
which  now  are  applied  to  the  change  in  the  siik,  would 
then  have  been  applicable  to  the  cotton  manufactures. 
I  know  of  nothing  in  the  history  of  commerce — I  am 
not  acquainted  with  any  thing  in  the  history  of  our 
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manuracturing  prosperity,  that  can  at  all  compare  with 
this.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  forty  years  ago  the  maD- 
ufacture  of  woollens  was  the  greet  staple  trade  of  this 
country.  In  the  year  1780,  the  whole  exports  of  oar 
cotton  manufactures  did  not  amount  to  more  than 
£350,000.  In  1785,  which  was  two  years  after  the 
peace,  and  when  the  commerce  of  the  country  had  in 
some  measure  recovered  from  the  difficulties  of  war, 
the  whole  extent  of  our  cotton  exports,  of  every  de- 
scription, did  not  exceed  £8€4,000,  whilst,  at  that 
period,  oar  woollen  exports  amounted  to  £5,000,000 ; 
the  proportion  between  the  two  commodities  being  at 
that  time  five  to  one.  But  how  stands  the  case  at 
present  1  Why,  sir,  from  that  period  to  the  present, 
that  is,  from  the  year  1785  to  the  year  18S2,  the  cotton 
exports  have  arisen  to  the  incredible  amoont  of  £38,- 
337,000,  [loud  and  continued  cheers,]  which  is  more 
than  forty  times  the  amount  of  that  period.  I  am  now 
of  course  speaking  of  official  duties  [hear,  hear  !].  But 
with  respect  to  the  woollen  manufactures,  the  great 
staple  trade  in  former  times  in  this  country,  it  does 
not  now  amount  to  more  than  £6,000,000,.  being  not 
so  much  as  one-fourth  the  amount  of  the  exports  of 
cotton  [hear,  hear !].  Why  then,  when  I  see  the  pre- 
eminent advantage  which  arises  from  the  circumstance 
of  allowing  the  capital  to  run  in  a  free  and  unrestricted 
channel  [loud  cheers ;]  when  I  contemplate  the  bene- 
fits which  the  country  has  derived  from  the  application 
of  soand  principles  to  this  single  branch  of  commerce, 
am  I  not  justified  in  endeavoring  to  prevail  upon  the 
committee  to  extend  those  principles  which  have  pro- 
duced MUch  invaluable  result*  ?  [cheers.]" 

Now,  sir,  am  I  not  fully  supported  in  the  asser- 
tion that  the  example  of  England  is  decisive  in 
our  favor  ?  England  is  now  wide  awake  to  her 
errors  on  this  stibject,  and  when  she  is  painfully 
retracing  her  steps,  are  we  to  commence  the  same 
unprofitable  journey  ?  Let  me  entreat  gentlemen 
to  pause  and  consider  how  much  more  easy  it  is 
to  find  our  way  into  a  labyrinth,  than  when  there, 
to  extricate  ourselves  from  its  mazes.  The  Brit- 
ish Parliament  are,  at  this  very  moment^  engaged 
in  propositions,  submitted  by  the  Ministry  and 
supported  by  the  Opposition,  to  take  away  the 
bounty  on  linens,  and  to  promote  the  manufacture 
of  silk,  by  introducing  foreign  com^tition.  In* 
deed,  so  universal  is  the  conviction  in  that  coun- 
try, of  the  impolicy  of  the  restrictive  system,  that 
we  are  assured  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
(juer, "  that  for  some  time  past  there  has  prevailed 
in  that  country,  amongst  its  ablest  statesmen  and 
most  eminent  writers,  indeed  amon^  all  men  of 
sense  and  reflection,  a  decided  conviction  that  the 
maintenance  of  the  prohibitory  system  is  exceed- 
ingly impolitic,"  and  he  concludes  with  the  ex- 
pression of  a  hope,  of  "  yet  seeing  unrestricted 
industry.''  Let  us  for  a  moment,  Mr.  President, 
compare  the  woollen  and  cotton  manufactures  of 
England.  It  is  no  answer  to  our  argument  to 
say  that  the  latter  have  derived  some  benefit  from 
the  reiitrictions  on  foreign  cottons^  for  it  will  be 
seen  that  woollen  has  received  tenfold  more  pro- 
tection than  cotton  goods ;  and  their  relative  pro- 
gress, therefore,  afilbrds  a  decisive  test  of  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  protecting  system.  Wool  was,  of  old, 
the  great  staple  of  England,  and  from  the  earliest 
periods,  received  the  protection  of  the  laws ;  whibt 


the  manufacture,  and  even  the  use  of  cottoo  eoods 
was  totally  prohibited.  Even  the  dead  could  not 
be  buried,  except  in  woollen ;  a  regoUtioo,  the 
remembrance  of  which  has  b«en  perpetuated  by 
Pope's  -celebrated  lines  in  illustration  of  ^  the  ra- 
liniF  passion  strong  in  death." 

When,  at  a  later  period,  the  mannfactuTe  of 
cotton  goods  was  permitted,  the  raw  material  wss 
burdened  with  a  heavy  duty,  and  an  oppressire 
excise  was  imposed  on  the  manufactured  article. 
The  jealousy,  nowever,  of  the  cotton  manufacture 
began  at  length  to  wear  away,  and  about  forty 
years  ago  it  was  relieved  from  its  burdens  I  thini 
ny  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  excise.    Up  to 
that  period,  wool  had  been  uniformly  protected 
and  cotton  oppressed,  and  for  the  very  reason  now 
given  by  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  because  "  the 
raw  material  was  to  be  found  at  home."    Now, 
how  stands  the  account  between  thete  two  arti- 
cles?   Why,  sir,  I  have  shown  that  while  the 
woollen  manufactures  have  advanced  from  five  | 
millions  of  pounds  sterling  to  six,  the  cotton  have 
progressed  from  less  than  one  to  thirty-three  mil- 
lions. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  has  next  ap- 
pealed to  Spain  and  Holland,  as  affording  living 
examples  of  the  evils  of  unrestricted  industnr. 
Sir,  in  my  humble  judgment  the  experience  of 
these  countries  is  decisive  against  him.  So  far 
from  its  being  true  that  Spain  has  adopted  the 
free  system  for  which  we  contend,  she  always  has 
been  fenced  round  by  restrictions.  "  Five  cenm- 
'  ries  ago,  even  as  far  back  as  1271,  (says  the  in- 

*  telliffent  Count  De  La  Borde,)  mention  is  made 

<  of  the  taxes  levied  on  the  cloth  of  Flanders, 

*  Paris,  dbc,  their  prohibition  was  the  subject  of 

<  the  rescript  of  the  2d  September,  1494."  Not- 
withstanding restrictions  of  this  kind,  however, 
which  have  been  continued  to  the  present  period, 
we  are  informed  (on  the  authority  of  Bourgoanne, 
a  distinguished  traveller,  formerly  French  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  Madrid)  "  that 

*  there  are  only  two  manufactures  of  fine  cloth  in 
'  all  Spain,  thoqsh  Spain  produces  the  finest  wool 

*  in  Europe,  and  though,  to  favor  themanufactoies 

<  there,  a  heavy  export  duty  has  been  imposed  on 

*  wool,  and  a  very  heavy  duty  on  imported  cloth. 
The  same  writer  also  mentions  that  the  looking- 
glass  manufacture  of  Ildefonso,  in  Spain,  cotild  not 
succeed,  and  was  abandoned,  though  pauonized  at 
vast  expense  by  the  Government,  which  prohib- 
ited the  introduction  of  any  other  glass  wiihm 
a  circle  of  twenty  leagues.   Spain,  then,  furnishes, 

I  in  her  example,  no  argument  in  lavor  of  the  reg- 
ulating policy. 

As  to  Holland,  the  gentlemen  hold  her  up  tri- 
umphantly, as  the  only  nation  which  ever  has 
acted  on  the  principle  of  the  perfect  freedom  of 
trade,  and  the  unrestricted  employment  of  labor 
and  capital,  and  they  seem  to  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  consequence  must  have  been  disastrous 
to  that  country.  But  what  is  the  fact  1  Holland 
has  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  free  instittttioD»,  and 
her  people  have  not  been  surpassed  in  general 
prosperity  by  any  on  earth.  Look  at  that  coon- 
try,  sir,  rescued  from  the  ocean,  the  very  soil  on 
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which  the  people  tread — a  conquest,  not  obtained 
ia  a  day  by  force  of  arms  over  a  mortal  enemy, 
bat  achieved,  by  anexampled  fortitode  and  per- 
severance, over  the  boisterous  elements.  Are  her 
merchants  poor '?  Sir,  their  wealth  is  proverbial — 
and  what  is  the  condition  of  the  mass  of  her  peo- 
ple—for this,  after  all,  is  the  only  test  a  republi- 
can can  acknowledge  of  national  welfare?  Sir, 
I  will  appeal  to  the  latest  traveller  in  that  coun- 
try—to  our  fellow-citizen,  the  amiable  and  learn- 
ed Professor  Griscom,  of  New  York — what  does 
be  tell  us?  Why,  **that  he  was  every  where 
forcibly  struck  with  the  healthy  and  fine  appear- 
ance of  the  people."  He  observed,  ^'  a  general 
taste  for  science  and  a  diffusion  of  learning ;"  he 
witnessed  every  where  "  the  triumph  of  industry 
and  of  art,"  and  even,  when  he  brought  Holland 
into  comparison  with  France  and  Switzerland, 
through  which  be  had  recently  passed,  he  assures 
Qs,  '<  that  he  was  so  strongly  impressed  with  the 
extraordinary  evidences  of  industry,  skill,  and 
neatness,  that  even  the  monotony  of  the  general 
level  did  not  offend  him  ;"  and  yet  he  saw  Hol- 
land when  not  recovered  from  the  continental 
system  and  French  misrule. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  President,  to  the  examination 
of  the  probable  effects  of  this  bill — 

1st  On  the  revenue. 

2d.  On  the  manufactures  themselves  ^  and 

3d.  On  the  cocton-growing  States. 

Oq  the  first  point,  it  appears,  from  a  statement 
submitted  to  the  other  House,  by  one  of  our  most 
intelligent  merchants,  (Mr.  Cahbrbleno,)  and 
printed  by  the  order  of  that  House,  (Document 
No.  72,)  that  the  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  will 
prohibit  the  importation  of  goods  to  the  amount 
of  926,000,000,  and  cut  off  #B,000,000  of  our  rev- 
enoe.  The  cotton  goods  alone,  which  this  bill 
will  exclude,  will  amount  to  97,000,000,  the  pre- 
sent duties  on  which  amount  to  93,000,000.  These 
estimates  are  supported  by  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  Portland,  (who  assure  us,  that  the 
inli  will  affect  the  revenue  to  the  amount  of 
S8X)00,O0O,)  and  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  I82O2  who^  when  called  upon 
to  state  what  the  effect  of  ^hibitory  duties  would 
be  00  three  articles  only,  viz :  cotton,  woollen,  and 
iron,  answered,  that  it  would  impair  the  revenue 
U)  the  amount  of  $6,000,000.  Such  will  be  the 
ellect  of  the  bill,  should  it  operate  as  a  prohibition, 
t&d  if  it  should  not  lessen  importations,  it  will  im- 
pose a  uz  of  98,000,000.  without  producing  the 
smallest  advantase  to  any  one. 

1  will  next  take  a  brief  view  of  the  probable 
effect  of  this  bill  on  the  cotton -growing  States. 
The  people  in  these  States  are  in  the  practice  of 
pvrchasin^  almost  all  their  supplies  from  abroad, 
aitd  directmg  their  whole  attention  to  the  culti- 
▼ttios  of  cotton.  With  resjject  to  all  the  articles 
of  our  consumption,  in  relation  to  which  this  bill 
proposes  to  levy  additional  duties,  there  can  be 
00  doubt  that  ha  operation  will  increase  the  price 
10  the  consumers.  But,  this  will  be  the  least  dan- 
geroQs  and  oppressive  effect  of  the  measure.  It 
threatens  us  with  the  total  loss  of  our  market  for 
wtton,  rice,  and  tobacco.  When  we  consider 
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the  magnitude  and  importance  of  this  trade,  in  a 
national  point  of  view,  I  should  suppose  gentle- 
men would  pause  before  they  adopted  any  mea- 
sure which  could  possibly  hazard  either  its  total 
loss  or  material  diminution. 

The  whole  amount  of  our  domestic  exports  the 
last  year,  was  9^7,000,000.  Of  this,  cotton  alone 
amounted  to  920,400,000 — and  the  three  articles  of 
cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  to  9^3)^0,000 — more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  amount  of  our  ex- 
ports. Is  this  to  be  lightlv  and  rashly  put  in 
leopardy?  But  we  are  asKed,  whether  we  be« 
lieve  that  the  English  purchase  our  cotton  from 
friendship,  and  whether  they  will  be  so  blind  to 
their  own  interests  as  to  retaliate  upon  us?  And 
the  j^ntleman  from  Missouri,  with  great  e^a* 
phasis,  has  declared  ''  that  they  dare  not  do  iV" 
Sir,  I  know  there  is  no  friendship  in  trade.  But, 
though  nations  are  never  influenced  by  sentiments 
of  kindness  towards  others  yet  animosities  are  some- 
times indulged  beyond  any  sound  view  of  theirown 
interests.  National  pride  and  resentment,  as  of- 
ten as  the  ambition  of  rulers,  have  engaged  nations, 
in  what  one  of  our  most  revered  statesmen  has  call- 
ed "  the  unprofitable  contest  of  trving  which  can 
do  the  other  the  most  harm."  All  systems  of  re- 
taliation are  of  this  nature,  and  our  own  experi- 
ence affords,  unhappily,  several  memorable  ex- 
amples of  this  spirit.  England  may,  therefore, 
in  the  spirit  of  vengeance  or  of  self-defence,  engage 
in  a  system  of  retaliation  from  which  both  parties 
may  suffer.  Is  she  not  already  threatening  us 
with  discriminating  duties  on  our  cotton  ?  And 
is  this  bill  at  all  calculated  to  remove  her  com- 
plaints ?  But  may  we  not  actually  make  it  the 
interest  of  Great  Britain  to  pursue  that  course? 
If  we  prohibit  the  importation  of  British  goods, 
mav  it  not  become  the  interest  of  Great  Britain 
no  longer  to  take  our  cotton,  if  she  can  obtain  the 
same  article  from  other  countries  which  will  re- 
ceive her  goods  in  return  ?  If  the  United  States 
was  the  only  country  on  the  face  of  the  elobe 
that  could  produce  the  article,  the  case  might  be 
very  different,  and  England,  by  resorting  to  a  cir- 
cuitous trade,  miffht  obtain  the  means  of  paying 
for  our  cotton.  Yet  a  direct  trade,  which  con- 
sists in  the  simple  exchange  of  the  commodities 
Eroduced  at  home,  is  in  general  the  most  profita- 
le ;  and  undoubtedly,  when  such  a  trade  can  be 
carried  on  to  the  full  extent  of  the  productions  of 
anjr  country,  no  temptation  can  exist  to  seek,  in 
a  circuitous  channel,  for  the  means  of  disposing 
of  our  produce.  No  trade  can  be  more  profitable 
than  that  which  is  carried  on  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  consisting,  as  it  does, 
in  the  exchange  of  those  productions,  which,  from 
our  peculiar  situation,  we  can  most  prontably 
raise  for  those  which  her  condition  enables  her 
most  conveniently  and  cheaply  to  produce.  But 
should  we  prohibit  the  importation  of  her  ^oods, 
and  she  can  obtain  cotton  elsewhere,  it  will  be- 
come her  interest  to  supply  herself  with  this  arti- 
cle, from  those  countries  which  will  take  her 
goods  in  payment.  Suppose  a  British  ship  to  be 
employed  in  that  trade,  if  we  do  not  take  British 
goods,  she  may  be  compelled  to  come  out  in  bal- 
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last,  thereby  losing  the  freight  of  the  outward 
Toyage ;  but  should  the  same  trade  be  carried  on 
to  Brazil,  or  any  other  country  which  will  take 
British  goods,  such  a  ship  would  carry  out  a  cargo 
of  goods,  and  exchange  them  for  cotton.  Can 
any  one  hesitate  in  deciding  which  of  these 
two  would  be  the  most  profitable  trade  to  Great 
Britain?  Interest,  therefore,  as  well  as  resent- 
ment, ipay  dictate  the  course  we  deprecate.  But 
there  is  another  view  of  the  subject  which  forces 
itself  irresistibly  on  my  attention;  the  truth  is, 
that  the  cotton  planters  of  our  country  are  at  this 
moment  en^ged  in  a  fearful  competition  with 
foreign  nations  for  the  possession  of  the  cotton 
market  of  the  world.  The  general  peace  has  ex- 
cited, to  the  very  utmost,  the  dormant  energies  of 
mankind.  In  commerce  our  ships  are  struggling 
for  their  existence,  and  our  farmers  and  planters 
hare  certainly  no  right  to  ex[>ect  to  escape  a  sim- 
ilar contest ;  a  contest  in  which  they  will  assur- 
edly not  come  off  victorious,  if  the  Government 
shall  interfere  to  keep  down  their  exertions.  They 
are  engaged  in  a  glorious  race,  in  which  a  single 
nound  weight  may  deprive  them  of  the  victory. 
We  have  since  the  peace  brought  down  the  price 
of  cotton  to  the  very  lowest  sum  for  which  it  can 
be  profitably  raised.  As  a  proof  of  this,  the  re- 
turns of  the  last  year  exhibit  an  increase  in  quan- 
tity of  thirty  millions  of  pounds  and  a  diminution 
in  price  of  $3,500,000.  Now,  I  would  seriously 
ask  my  friends,  whether  this  is  a  period  when  ad- 
ditional burdens  ought  to  be  imposed  on  the  cot- 
ton planter  ?  Loaded  with  debts— contracted  du- 
ring that  period  of  general  jubilee,  which  the 
people  of  the  United  States  for  so  many  years  en- 
joyed, with  habits  of  expense  rendered  almost 
sacred  by  the  hospitality  and  kindness  with  which 
they  are  dignified,  you  propose  to  bear  him  down, 
at  the  very  crisis  of  his  fate,  by  onerous  taxes, 
odious  duties,  and  oppressive  regulations.  You 
will  not  only  increase  the  expense  of  every  thing 
he  consumes,  but  you  embarrass  him  in  tne  sale 
of  his  productions ;  compel  him  either  to  give  an 
extravagant  price  for  the  very  clothing  of  his 
cotton,  or  to  use  an  article  which  will  secure  a 
preference  to  his  rivals  in  every  market  in  Europe. 
You  propose  to  levy  heavy  duties  on  all  those  arti- 
cles which  he  is  accustomed  to  receive  in  payment 
for  bis  cotton,  and  thereby  make  it  the  interest  of 
»  his  customers  to  purchase  from  his  rivals ;  and  you 
accompany  all  this  by  regulations,  which,  affecting 
the  shipping  interest,  must  ffreatly  increase  the 
expense  of  transportation.  After  this,  is  it  sur- 
prisinff  that  we  should  feel  much  anxiety,  and 
manifest  ffreat  apprehensions  of  danger?  It  is 
easy,  sir,  for  those  who  do  not  partake  of  our  dan- 
gers, to  deride  our  fears.  But  let  me  assure  gen- 
tlemen that  these  fears  are  entertained,  not  only 
by  the  wise,  the  prudent,  and  the  brave  among 
ourselves,  but  the  unanimous  voice  on  this  subject 
has  been  re-echoed  by  all  men  of  intelligence  (ac- 
quainted with  the  course  of  trade)  in  every  part 
of  the  United  States.  Look  at  the  memorials. 
There  is  not  one,  from  the  Southern  States,  which 
does  not  hold  this  language.  The  merchants  and 
tobacco  planters  of  Virginia  have  warned  us  of 


our  danger ;  the  merchants  of  Baltimore  have  told 
us,  <'  that  if  we  do  not  buy  British  manufactures, 
she  cannot  be  our  customer  for  the  produce  of 
our  country,"  and  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  of 
Philadelphia  and  New  York,  (composed  of  some 
of  the  first  merchants  in  the  world,)  have  raised 
their  warning  voices,  in  the  most  emphatic  lan- 
guage, in  behalf  of  the  cotton  planter.  Is  all  this 
to  pass  for  nothing  ?  Are  we  still  to  be  told  that 
our  fears  are  idle,  and  the  da  users  imaginary? 
Sir,  I  will  borrow  the  language  of  a  learned  writer 
on  this  subject,  and  say,  ^'  let  gentlemen  look  to 

<  it — they  are  not  threatening  us  with  a  system  of 
^  unjust  taxation  merely — but  with  the  annihila- 
*  tion  of  our  staple  commodities ;  not  with  tan- 

<  tion  but  destruction."  But  we  are  told  that  the 
people  of  the  South  enjoy  a  great  advantage  in 
the  value  of  their  exports,  while  the  corn  growing 
States  cannot  find  a  market  for  their  grain ;  gen- 
tlemen speak  of  us  as  the  favored  of  the  land,  and 
seem  to  think  it  only  common  justice  that  our 
"  princely  fortunes,"  and ''  large  incomes"  should, 
in  some  way  or  other,  be  shared  with  our  less  for- 
tunate brethren.  Now,  sir,  if  it  were  true  that 
the  Southern  States  did  enjoy  these  pre-eminent 
advantages,  would  it  follow  that  any  part  of  their 
wealth,  however  small,  could  be  lawfully  taken 
away  for  the  especial  benefit  of  any  other  part  of 
the  Union  ?  Our  advantages,  whatever  they  may 
be,  are  the  result  of  climate,  soil,  and  peculiar  sit- 
uation ;  they  are  the  bounties  of  Providence,  and 
we  cannot  be  deprived  of  the  smallest  portion  of 
them,  on  anv  principle  which  would  not  justify 
an  agrarian  law.  For  our  fertile  soil,  and  genial 
climate,  we  have  paid  the  price,  in  great  sacrifices 
of  health,  of  comfort,  and  of  life  itself.  Even  our 
slave  institutions,  which  gentlemen  almost  seem 
to  envy,  are  upheld  at  a  sacrifice  of  comfort  and 
feeling,  which  gentlemen  are  not  disposed  to  esti- 
mate. But  if  the  South  does,  in  fact,  hold  out  so 
many  advantages,  our  doors  are  open— let  gentle- 
men come  and  share  them  freely — we  will  receire 
them  as  brethren,  and  they  shall  have  our  free 
consent  to  become  nabobs  as  soon  as  they  please. 
But  let  them  not  expect  to  share  our  profits,  with- 
out breathing  the  atmosphere  of  our  swamps,  and 
panting  under  our  Summer's  sun ;  without,  in  a 
word,  paying  the  price  which  we  pay  for  them. 
But  I  assure  gentlemen  they  are  greatly  deceired. 
The  people  of  the  South  are  in  no  better  condi- 
tion than  the  rest  of  their  fellow-citizens.  They 
have  their  full  share  of  debts — of  diminished  pri- 
ces— ^habits  of  expense,  and  every  other  evil,  (ex- 
cept, perhaps,  papier  banks,  and  a  depreciated  cur- 
rency,) which  are  so  severely  felt  in  other  parts 
of  our  country.  I  am  sorry  to  be  compelled  to 
say,  that  this  bill  is  so  framed  as  to  bear  with  p^ 
culiar  severity  on  the  Southern  States;  to  whose 
feelings  almost  as  little  regard  seems  to  be  paid  as 
to  their  interests.  Cotton  bagging,  osnaburgs^ 
plains — articles  consumed  almost  exclusively  in 
that  portion  of  the  country,  are  objects  of  the  spe- 
cial vengeance  of  the  law.  Let  us  examine  for  a 
moment  this  duty  on  cotton  bagging.  Here  is  a 
manufacture,  the  raw  material  of  which  abounds 
at  home;  there  is  hardly  a  spot  from  Florida  U) 
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Canada  which  will  not  produce  it  abundantly. 
The  manufacture  requires  neither  skill  nor  capital, 
nay,  we  are  expressly  told,  from  the  highest  au- 
thority, ^^that  tne  buildings  used  for  the  purpose 
^  are  of  the  slightest  kind,  rouch4'esemblin£  rope- 
'  walks ;  the  hands,  for  the  most  part,  small  negro 
^  boys  and  girls ;  and  the  weavers  all  negroes,  or 
^  commoo  laborers." 

Sir,  whatever  may  be  said  of  other  articles  in 
this  bill,  it  is  certain  there  is  no  plausible  pretext 
for  protecting  cotton  bagging.  The  honor,  the 
iodepeodence,  the  defence  of  the  country,  do  not 
depend  on  cotton  baggine.  It  is  an  article  easily 
made,  which  requires  neither  skill  nor  capital,  and 
wliich  conld  on  no  principle  claim  protection,  ex- 
cept, indeed,  it  should  be  deemed  just  and  expe- 
dient to  advance  one  part  of  the  country  at  the 
expense  of  another.  Let  me,  for  the  sake  of  ex- 
ample, show  the  practical  operation  of  this  duty 
on  the  city  of  Charleston,  from  which  some  idea 
majr  be  formed  of  its  injurious  effects  on  the  cotton 
growing  States.  It  appears,  from  the  statements 
of  the  Charleston  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which 
have  been  printed  and  laid  on  our  table,  that  there 
was  imported  last  year  into  that  place,  18,500 
pieces  oi  cotton  bagging,  which  cost,  on  an  aver- 
age, ^  50  per  piece,  equal  to  9157,250. 

Now  it  appears  from  a  calculation,  which  I 
hold  in  my  nand,  and  which  is  at  the  service  of 
gendemen,  that  the  difference  between  the  present 
and  the  proposed  duties  on  this  amount,  is  up- 
wards of  830,000.  And  thus,  it  appears,  that  on 
(be  cotton  bagging  imported  into  a  single  city, 
this  bill  proposes  to  add  930,000  per  annum  to  a 
tax  already  sufficiently  high  for  every  legitimate 
pnrpose.  ay  extending  the  calculation,  it  will  be 
easy  to  show  that  the  Southern  States  will  be 
taxed  on  the  single  article  of  cotton  bagging,  to 
the  amount  of  upwards  of  $200,000  per  annum. 
Bot  we  are  assured  '^  that  the  planter  does  not 
pay  this  tax,  as  he  gets  it  refunded  when  he  sells 
the  cotton.'^  Crentlemen  may  be  satisfied  that 
there  are  very  few  exceptions  to  the  rule  that  the 
consumer  pays  the  duty;  and  who  is  the  consumer 
of  eotton  bagging  but  the  planter,  who,  in  cloth- 
ing his  cotton  with  it  pots  it  to  the  only  use  for 
which  it  was  designed  f  But  the  practice  in  Eu- 
rope is  to  allow  a  tare  for  the  weight  of  the  bag; 
and  even  if  this  were  not  the  case,  we  may  be 
satisfied  that  neither  the  merchant  nor  the  manu- 
£icturer  would  consent  to  pay  for  an  article  which 
conld  be  of  no  use  to  them ;  and,  therefore,  if  the 
bagging  should  be  included  in  the  weight,  it  would 
be  deducted  from  the  price  of  the  cotton.  But 
gentlemen  take  higher  ground,  and  owning  that 
this  doty  is  '*  intended  to  be  protective  and  pro- 
hibitory," tell  us  that  *Mt  is  only  an  equivalent 
for  the  three  cents  per  pound  on  imported  cotton." 
We  have,  Mr.  r resident,  been  so  constantly 
taunted  with  the  protection  which  the  South  has 
received  in  the  duties  on  cotton,  tobacco,  and 
<Qgar,  that  I  must  be  permitted  to  notice  these 
arguments  in  this  place.  It  is  not  true  that  the 
duty  of  three  cents  a  pound  on  imported  cotton 
was  intended  to  encourage  the  growth  of  it,  nor 
that  it  has,  in  fact,  afforded  any  protection  what- 


ever to  that  article.  The  duty  was  laid  prior  to 
the  year  1790,  wheof  not  a  pound  of  cotton  was 
raised  in  the  country,  and  when  none  was  expect- 
ed to  be  raised,  and  it  was  merely  introducea  for 
revenue,  into  a  bill,  which  imposcid  duties  on  arti- 
cles imported  into  the  country.  It  has  been  sta- 
ted that  the  price  of  cotton  was  then  about  twenty- 
five  cents,  and  if  so,  the  duty  was  only  twelve  and- 
a-half  per  cent;  but,  even  at  the  present  reduced 
prices,  it  is  less  than  twenty-five  per  cent. ;  which 
is  actually  below  the  average  amount  of  duties 
imposed  solely  with  a  view  to  revenue.  We  de- 
ny, positively,  that  it  has  afforded  us  any  protec- 
tion whatever.  From  our  climate,  our  soil,  and 
our  skill  and  experience  in  the  culture  of  the  plant, 
we  can  afford  to  sell,  and  actually  do  sell,  cotton, 
in  foreign  markets,  as  cheap  as  any  country  in  the 
world.  From  the  moment  a  pod  of  cotton  was 
raised  in  the  country,  it  was  seen  that  competi- 
tion with  us  in  the  home  market  was  entirely  out 
of  the  question,  and  it  made  no  manner  of  differ- 
ence, whether  the  duty  on  the  foreign  article  was 
one  cent  or  twenty.  But  when  we  can  export 
such  immense  quantities  of  cotton,  and  undersell 
all  other  nations  in  foreign  markets,  where  we 
have  no  protection,  is  it  not  absurd  to  talk  of  our 
deriving  an  advantage  from  protection  at  home? 
There  never  has  been  a  period  when  this  dut^ 
excluded  a  single  pound  oi  foreign  cotton,  and  if 

fentlemen  will  only  consent  to  abandon  the  tarifi' 
ill,  we  will  agree  that  the  duty,  of  three  cents  a 
pound  on  cotton,  shall  be  taken  off  immediately. 

Now,  as  to  tobacco,  the  case  is  precisely  the 
same.  The  duty  is  only  fifteen  per  cent.,  much ' 
below  the  average  rate  of  duties;  and  in  respect  to 
the  duties  on  manufactured  tobacco,  gentlemen 
are  alto^ther  mistaken  in  nutting  that  down  to 
the  debit  of  agriculture;  tne  manufacturer,  of 
course,  derived  that  benefit,  and  it  is  notorious 
that  Spanish  tobacco  is  chiefly  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  snuff  and  cigars. 

The  argument  of  the  protection  extended  to 
sugar,  is  more  plausible.  But  it  is  certain  that 
the  dutj  was  imposed  merely  for  revenue,  and  the 
protection,  if  any,  has  been  merely  incidental.  It 
was  a  duty  of  twelve  and-a-half  cents jper  pound, 
then  equal  to  about  twelve  and-a-hau  per  cent., 
and  was  imposed  before  Louisiana  was  acquired, 
and  when  no  sugar  was  raised,  or  expected  to  be 
raised  in  the  country.  It  is  true  that,  in  1816,  the* 
duty  was  increased  to  three  cents,  but  this  was 
done  by  the  friends  of  manufactures,  notoriously 
for  the  purpose  of  reconciling  certain  gentlemen 
from  the  South  to  that  bill;  and  perhaps  it  was  right, 
when  extending  protection  to  manufactures,  for 
the  friends  of  the  system  to  extend  bounds  to  other 
pursuits.  Having  done  this,  however,  from  mo- 
tives either  of  policy  or  justice,  it  is  hardly  fair  to 
upbraid  us  with  it.  Are  not  gentlemen,  in  spite 
ot  our  protests,  proposing  to  extend  further  protec- 
tion to  cotton,  and  to  give  bounties  to  the  growers 
of  oranges  and  limes  ?  And  I  doubt  not  that,  at  a 
future  day,  this  bill  will  be  held  up  as  affording 

Frotection  to  the  South.    Upon  all  of  these  items, 
will  make  a  general  remark,  that,  if  gentlemen 
will  consent  to  arrange  the  tariff  exclusively  with 
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a  view  to  revenue,  and  it  shall  be'  foand,  on  ex- 
amination, that  the  duty  on  cotton,  tobacco,  and 
sugar,  is  unreasonably  high,  we  will  freely  con- 
sent that  they  shall  be  put  on  a  footing  of  perfect 
equality  witn  other  articles.  Before  I  leave  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  permit  me,  Mr.  President, 
to  say  one  word  as  to  the  protection  extended  to 
the  snipping  interest,  on  which  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  have  descanted  so  largely  and  ex- 
travagantly. I  am  not  unwilling  to  admit  that 
some  of  the  laws  alluded  to  may  have  been  de- 
signed to  promote  navigation,  with  a  view  to  the 
increase  of  the  number  of  oar  seamen.  This,  if 
justifiable,  can  only  be  vindicated  on  the  ground 
of  the  necessity  of  rearing  up  a  race  of  men  essen- 
tial to  the  support  of  a  navy,  and  consequently  the 
defence  of  the  country.  I  am  not  prepared,  at  this 
time,  to  enter  into  the  inquiry,  how  iar  the  object 
would  justify  a  bounty  to  ships.  But  I  will  say 
that,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  it  is  one  of  vast 
importance.  Invasion  cannot  be  kept  from  our 
shores  but  by  a  navy,  and  though  the  yeomanry 
of  our  country  would,  doubtless,  at  all  times,  be 
able  to  hiirl  dei>truction  on  any  foe  who  shall  ven- 
ture to  march  into  the  interior,  yet  this  might  be 
at  an  immense  sacrifice  of  men  and  of  money. 
The  true  policy  of  America  is  to  keep  the  enemy 
at  the  door,  and  to  carry  on  the  war  on  the  ocean. 
Our  sailors  already  amount  to  seventy  thousand — 
well-disciplined  men,  certainly  surpassed  by  none 
— all  of  whose  services  we  could  command  in  any 
emergency.  I  doubt  whether  this  body  of  men  do 
not  add  more  to  our  strength  than  a  regular  army 
'of  the  same  amount,  and  they  are  maintained 
without  expense,  and  without  the  smallest  danger 
to  our  liberties.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  add 
any  thing  to  what  has  been  said  with  so  much 
perspicuity  and  force,  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, on  this  point.  I  shall  content  myself, 
therefore,  with  the  observation,  that,  whatever  ob- 
jection may  be  applicable  to  the  acts  in  relation 
to  the  shipping  interest,  and  however  correct  it 
may  be  to  repeal  any  or  all  of  them,  still  it  is  ca- 
pable of  demonstration,  that  our  shipping  interest 
nas  been  more  burdened  with  taxes  than  our  agri- 
culture or  our  manufactures.  The  whole  amount 
of  domestic  products,  exported  free  of  dunr  from 
1791  to  1823,  was,  on  an  average,  $37,330,865  per 
annum.  It  appears,  from  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  made  in  obedience  to  a  call  of  this 
House,  that  there  are  goods  manufactured  in  this 
country,  which,  if  imported  from  abroad,  would, 
at  the  present  rates,  pay  duties  to  the  amount  of 
$42,000,000  per  annum.  These  are  also  duty  free. 
But,  is  there  a  single  operation  of  commerce  which 
is  not  taxed  ?  According  to  a  statement  which  I 
have  prepared,  it  is  manifest  that,  if  every  act  of 
Congress  in  favor  of  the  shipping  interest  did  ope- 
rate as  a  bonnty,  which  has  been  shown  not  to  be 
the  case,  it  would  only  amount  to  about  one  mil- 
lion and  a  half  of  dollars  a  year,  while  the  duties 
imposed  on  articles  used  in  ship  building  alone, 
amount  to  more  than  double  that  sum. 

Will  geiitlemen  sufier  me  to  ask  them  to  point 
out  to  me,  if  they  can,  the  power  which  this  Qov- 
ernment  possesses  to  adopt  a  system  for  the  avowed 


purpose  of  encouraging  particular  branches  of  in- 
dustry ?    The  power  to  declare  war  may  involve 
the  right  of  bringing  into  existence  the  means  of 
national  defence.    But,  to  tell  us  we  have  a  rigkt 
to  resort  to  theoretical  speculations  as  to  the  most 
convenient  or  profitable  employments  of  industry, 
and  that  you  can,  by  law,  encourage  certain  pur- 
suits and  prohibit  others,  is  to  make  this  not 
merely  a  consolidated,  but  an  unlimited  Govern- 
ment.   If  you  can  control  and  direct  any,  whv 
not  all,  the  pursuits  of  your  citizens  1    And  if  all, 
where  is  the  limitation  to  your  authority?    Gen- 
tlemen surely  forget  that  the  supreme  power  is  not 
in  the  Government  of  the  United  States.    They 
do  not  remember  that  the  several  States  are  fft« 
and  independent  sovereignties,  and  that  all  power, 
not  expressly  granted  to  the  Federal  Government, 
is  reserved  to  the  people  of  those  sovereignties. 
When  I  say  expressly  delegated,  I  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood that  no  power  can  be  exercised  by  Con- 
gpress  which  is  not  expressly  granted,  or  which  is 
not  clearly  incident  to  such  a  grant.    Now,  when 
we  call  upon  gentlemen  to  show  their  authority, 
they  tell  us  it  is  derived  from  the  authority  to 
"regulate  commerce."    But,  are  regulation  and 
annihilation  synonymous  terms?    Does  one  in- 
clude the  other ;  or  are  they  not  rather  opposites, 
and  does  not  the  very  idea  of  regulation  exclude 
that  of  destruction  ?    I  rejoice,  sir,  to  find  that 
gentlemen  refer  us  to  commerce;  for  the  very 
clause  which  expressly  c<lnfers  the  right  to  reeu- 
late  commerce,  by  saying  nothing  of  the  regula- 
tion of  manufactures  or  of  agriculture,  or  home 
industry,  seems  to  demonstrate  that  they  were  in- 
tended to  be  put  beyond  our  control,  and  to  be  re- 
served to  the  people  of  the  States  respectively. 
But  our  opponents  gravely  inform  us  that  this  is 
a  bill  to  levy  imposts,  and  that  it  is,  therefore, 
within  the  very  letter  of  the  Constitution.    True, 
sir,  if  imposts  were  the  end  and  aim  of  the  bill. 
But,  surety,  gentlemen  will  not  attempt  to  justify 
a  departure  from  the  spirit,  by  an  adherence  to 
the  letter  of  the  Constitution !    Will  they  contend 
that  we  could,  by  law,  adopt  and  enforce  the 
Chinese  policy,  and  by  virtue  of  our  authority  to 
regulate  commerce,  interdict  all  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations?    And  if  you  could  not  do  that 
directly,  can  you  accomplish  the  same  thing  indi- 
rectly, by  levying  such  imposts  as  will  prodoce 
the  same  result  ?    It  may  be  difficult  to  draw  tbe 
exact  line  which  divides  the  lawful  exercise  from 
the  abuse  of  authority — where  regulation  ceases 
and  unconstitutional  prohibition  oegins.    But  it 
is  certain,  if  you  have  a  right  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  cotVons  and  woollens,  and  cotton 
bagging,  for  the  encouragement  of  domestic  man- 
ufactures, you  may.  whenever  yon  please,  prohibit 
importations,  and  snut  up  your  ports  entirely.   An 
embargo  can  only  be  justified  as  a  branch  of  the 
war  power,  and  i  think  no  one  will  contend,  at 
this  day,  that  a  general  and  perpetual  embargo 
could  be  lawfully  laid.    If  it  be  sufficient  to  ad- 
here to  the  letter  without  regard  to  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution;  if  we  may  use  a 
power  granted  for  one  purpose  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  another  and  very  different  purpose,  it  is 
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easy  to  show  that  a  Constitution  on  parchment  is 
worth  nothing. 

I  must  be  permitted,  while  on  this  topic,  to  de- 
clare that,  however  this  bill  may  be  modified,  still 
the  system  is  one  against  which  we  feel  ourselves 
constrained,  in  behalf  of  those  we  represent,  to 
enter  our  most  solemn  protest.  Considering  this 
scheme  of  promoting  certain  employments,  at  the 
eipense  of  others,  as  unequal,  oppressive,  and  un- 
just— viewing  prohibition  as  the  means,  and  the 
destruction  of  all  foreign  commerce  the  end  of 
this  policv — I  take  tliis  occasion  to  declare  that 
we  shall  feel  ourselves  fully  justified  in  embracing 
the  very  first  opportunity  of  repealing  all  such 
laws  as  may  be  passed  for  the  promotion  of  these 
objects.  Whatever  interests  may  grow  up  under 
this  bill,  and  whatever  capital  may  be  invested,  I 
wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  we  will 
not  hold  ourselves  bound  to  maintain  the  system ; 
and  if  capitalists  will,  in  the  face  of  our  protests, 
and  in  defiance  of  our  solemn  warnings,  invest 
their  fortunes  in  pursuits  made  profitable  at  our 
expense,  on  their  own  heads  be  the  consequences 
of  their  folly.  This  system  is  in  its  verv  nature 
progressive.  Grant  what  you  may  now,  the  man- 
ufacturers will  never  be  satisfied ;  do  what  you 
may  for  them,  the  advocates  of  home  industry 
will  never  be  content  until  every  article  imported 
from  abroad,  which  comes  into  competition  with 
any  thing  made  at  home,  shall  be  prohibited ;  un- 
til, in  short,  foreign  commerce  shall  be  entirely 
cut  ofi*.  If  we  go  on  in  our  course,  the  time  is  at 
hand  when  these  seats  will  be  filled  by  the  owners 
of  manufacturing  establishments;  and  do  you  be- 
lie ire  that,  when  a  numerous  party  here,  supported 
by  millions  of  people  without,  collected  together 
in  vast  masses  in  particular  districts,  shall  call 
upon  you  with  one  voice  "  for  a  monopoly  of  the 
raw  material  at  their  own  prices,"  and  shall 
^Qote  you  British  authority  for  their  demands, 
you  will  dare  to  refuse  ?  will  you,  then,  seeing 
your  error,  retrace  your  steps?  I  fear  not.  If 
tbis  language  be  not  now  held,  is  there  no  ground 
to  fear  uiat  men,  who  have  tasted  the  sweets  of 
Tour  bounties,  will  soon  be  found  looking  to  pro- 
hibition and  monopoly  ? 

Examine,  sir,  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Slater, 
and  others,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  presented 
to  ihe  Senate  at  the  present  session,  and  printed 
among  our  documents,  (No.  13.)  In  page  5  of 
this  memorial  we  are  told — 

"  That  a  brief  view  of  the  policy  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, in  regard  to  manufactures/'  dec,  will  **  indi- 
cate the  proper  measures  to  be  taken  by  this  country, 
fox  the  security  of  its  own  agriculture  and  manufac- 
turer" 

The  memorial,  proceeding  to  explain  this  policy 
of  the  British  Government,  states,  that — 

"  By  prohibiting,  under  penalties,  which  in  some  in- 
stances  touch  the  life  of  the  offender,  the  exportation 
cf  the  raw  material  of  these  manufactures;  thus  giving 
to  the  manufacturers  at  home  the  monopoly,  at  their 
own  piicea,  of  those  materials,  the  British  Parliament 
hu  eiSedQally  secured  to  their  own  subjects  the  whole 
labor  of  preparing  them  for  the  market.    The  general 


policy  of  the  aystem,  looking  to  the  most  profitable  ap- 
propriation of  the  land  and  labor  of  the  community, 
aeems  intended  to  restrict  the  productions  of  the  raw 
material  for  manufacture,  to  the  actual  demand,  and, 
in  some  inatances,  to  less  than  the  actual  demand  of 
the  manufacturer." 

Again : — 

'*  Bat  the  monopoly  at  their  own  prices,  of  the  raw 
material,  dec,  and  the  ezciosion  from  the  home  and 
colonial  markets  of  all  goods  of  foreign  manufacture, 
are  not  the  only  encouragements  extended  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government  to  the  domestic  manufacturer— the 
system  receives  a  new  impulse  from  drawbacks,  twun- 
ties,  dec" 

As  a  proof  of  the  effect  of  this  system,  it  is  stated 
in  page  9 — 

"  That  the  quantities  of  wool  compoeing  the  raw 
material,  are  bought  by  the  manufacturer  at  from  Bd. 
to  9d.  steriing  the  pound,  and  would,  if  they  could  be 
exported  free  of  duty  to  this  country,  command  from 
32  to  35  cents  per  pound." 

Sir,  I  cannot  suppose  that  these  memorialists 
(who  are  very  respectable  men)  intended  to  hold 
up  these  monstrous  regulations  for  our  imitation ; 
but  that  they  should  have  been  noticed  in  any  lan- 
guage except  that  of  strong  indignation,  ana  just 
reprobation,  fills  my  bosom  with  serious  alarm. 
The  history  of  Mr.  Samuel  Slater  (who  has  taken 
80  much  pains  to  make  us  acquainted  with  the 
British  policy,  in  order  to  indicate  the  proper  mea- 
sures for  us  to  pursue)  is  so  very  curious  and  in- 
structive, I  will  notice  it  as  affording  the  most 
conclusive  evidence  that  the  cotton  manufactures 
are  now,  and  have  been  for  thirty  years,  one  of 
the  most  profitable  pursuits  in  this  country.  I  will 
give  it  as  I  received  it  from  several  persons  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  place  where  he  resides,  and 
if  I  am  in  any  respect  incorrect,  I  will  thank  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  to  put 
me  right.  Mr.  Slater  was  an  Englisman,  bred  up  a 
manufacturer,  who  came  To  this  country  upwards 
of  thirty  years  ago,  entirely  destitute  or  funds,  or 
with  very  slender  means.  He  almost  immediately 
commenced  the  manufacture  of  cotton  cloth  on  a 
small  scale,  and  gradually  enlarged  his  business,  un- 
til he  became  the  owner  of  an  extensive  manufac- 
turing establishment  From  that  time  to  the  pre- 
sent he  has,  without  intermission,  pursued  the  same 
trade,  and  has  entered  into  no  other  business ;  and 
he  is  now  the  proprietor  of  several  large  establish- 
ments, has  built  up  a  beautiful  village  around  him, 
lives  in  an  elegant  mansion,  has  brought  up  his 
sons  to  his  own  business,  and  is  supposed  to  be 
worth,  clear  of  the  world,  half  a  million  of  dollars. 
He  is  an  honest  man  and  a  worthy  citizen,  highly 
respected  by  his  neighbors,  and  presents  one  of  the 
most  splendid  examples  of  successful  industry  to 
be  found  in  any  country. 

Will  the  gentlemen,  after  this,  tell  us  that  the 
cotton  manufactures  were  brougot  into  existence 
by  the  act  of  1S16,  and  must  have  perished  with- 
out the  aid  of  that  act;  or  will  they  venture  to 
assert  that  skill  and  prudence,  aided  by  adequate 
capital,  cannot  now  render  profitable  a  pursuit 
which  hasj  for  thirty  years  past,  handsomely  re- 
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warded  the  labors  of  this  worthy  man  ?  One  such 
case  speaks  more  than  volumes. 

This  bill,  Mr.  President,  should  it  pass,  in  its 
present  shape,  will  be  inevitably  fatal  to  the  man- 
ufacturers themselves.  It  will  produce  a  reaction 
in  the  public  mind,  and  they  will  be  swept  away 
before  the  indignation  of  the  people  like  chaff  be- 
fore the  wind.  But  this  is  not  all ;  the  idea  of  a 
bounty — the  very  name  of  protection  will  invite 
adventurers,  from  all  quarters,  to  engage  in  man- 
ufactures, and  the  business  will  be  grossly  and 
enormously  overdone.  Sir,  I  am  not  unfriendly 
to  manufactures — I  shall  rejoice  to  see  them  rise  up 
gradually,  growing  with  the  growth,  and  strength- 
ening with  the  strength,  of  the  country ;  but  I 
wish  them  to  sprins^  up  naturally,  to  arise  out  of 
a  state  of  things  favorable  to  their  progress,  and 
not  to  be  brought  into  premature  existence  by  a 
stimulating  process.  I  do  on  mv  conscience  oe- 
lieve,  that,  without  any  law  on  the  subject,  man- 
ufactures are  advancing,  and  will  continue  to 
advance,  as  rapidly  as  the  interests  of  the  country 
require.  It  must  be  remembered  that  we  possess 
only  a  limited  quantitv  of  capital  and  skill,  and, 
to  advance  beyond  tnese,  will  expose  us  to  the 
danger  of  introducing  ignorance  and  extrava- 
gance into  pursuits,  the  success  of  which  depends 
on  the  utmost  skill,  prudence,  and  industrv.  I 
have  taken,  Mr.  President,  some  pains  to  obtain 
correct  information  as  to  the  present  state  and 
future  prospects  of  our  manufactures,  and  I  most 
deepljr  regret  that  gentlemen,  who  tell  us  of  their 
languishing  condition,  had  not  examined,  as  I 
have  done,  twenty  or  thirty  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments, and  beheld  the  evidences  of  their  pros- 
perity. If  the  gentlemen  had  ascertained  that 
some  establishments  had  yielded  a  clear  annual 
profit  of  twenty  per  cent,  to  their  proprietors ;  that 
the  stock  of  manufacturing  companies  is,  in  some 
places,  fifty  or  sixty  per  cent,  above  par ;  if  thev 
nad  known  that  manufactures  are  advancing  with 
a  rapidity  unexampled  in  the  history  of  the  world ; 
and  that,  in  a  single  State,  .manufacturing  com- 
panies, with  a  capital  of  five  millions  of  dollars, 
were  last  year  incorporated,  I  must  believe  they 
would  hesitate  in  adopting  a  measure,  founded  on 
the  presumption  that  our  establishments  are  all 
^falling  into  decay."  Sir,  I  may  be  deceived, 
but  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  cotton 
manufacture  is  the  most  flourishing  branch  of 
industry  in  the  whole  country ;  and  though  the 
woollen,  iron,  and  glass,  have  not  been  equally 
prosperous,  still,  that  they  now  afford  reasonable 
profits,  when  conducted  with  skill,  prudence, 
economy,  and  adequate  capital.  And  it  is  surely 
absurd  to  suppose,  that,  where  these  are  wanting, 
any  bounties  can  make  such  pursuits  profitable. 
Sir,  I  have  not,  on  this  subject,  relied  exclusively 
on  my  own  judgment  or  observation;  but  I  have 
sought  information  from  the  best  sources,  and  beg 
leave  now  to  submit  to  the  Senate  a  few  facts 
and  statements  in  support  of  the  opinion  I  have 
ventured  to  express,  and  for  the  correctness  of 
some  of  which  I  will  appeal  to  my  honorable 
friend  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Llotd.) 

The  danger,  then,  is  not  that  manufactures  will 


not  advance  with  sufficient  rapidity,  bat  that 
their  march  may  be  too  rapid  for  the  condition  of 
(he  country,  and  their  own  permanent  prosperity. 
No  great  interest  of  any  country  ever  yet  grew  up 
in  a  day — no  new  branch  of  industry  can  become 
firmly  and  profitably  established,  but  in  along 
course  of  years.    Every  thing,  indeed,  great  or 
good,  is  matured  by  slow  demes.    That  which 
attains  a  speedy  maturity  is  of  small  value,  and  is 
destined  to  a  brief  existence.    It  is  the  order  of 
Providence,  that   powers,  gradually  developed, 
shall  alone  attain  permanency  and  perfection. 
Thus  must  it  be  with  our  national  institations, 
and  national  character  itself.    They  can  only  be 
formed  by  time,  which  is  the  perfection  ol  all 
things — ^^  force  nothing"  was  the  maxim  taught 
us  by  Washington  himself.    Sir,  it  is  with  in- 
creased reverence  for  the  character  of  that  great 
man  that  I  discover,  daily,  new  proofs  of  the  pro- 
found wisdom    by  whicn  his  whole   life  was 
adorned.    It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  our  coun- 
try has  never  yet  been  placed  in  any  situation  in 
wnich  his  actions  or  his  counsels  have  not  been 
''  a  light  to  our  feet,  and  a  lamp  to  our  path."    On 
the  very  question  before  us,  "the  Father  of  his 
Country"  (in  his  legacy  to  his^ children)  marks 
out  the  true  American  policy,  in  language  which 
ouffht  to  sink  deep  into  our  hearts :  ^  Our  policy 
*  (he  instructs  us)  should  hold  an  equal  and  im{Nir- 
'  tial  hand,  neither  seeking  nor  mnting  exclasire 
'  favors  or  preferences;  consiuting  the  natural 
'  course  of  things;  diffusing,  by  gentle  means,  the 
'  streams  of  commerce — but  forcing  nothing." 
When  Mr.  Hatnb  had  taken  his 


Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out.  He  contended  that  this  duty 
would  have  the  effect  to  produce  a  home  compe- 
tition, which  would  do  away  our  contributions  to 
foreign  nations.  If  it  was  easily  manufactured  in 
the  country,  and  that  could  not  be  doubted,  he 
did  not  see  why  we  could  not  encourage  it,  to 
that  it  might  be  manufactured  here,  to  the  exclti- 
sion  of  the  foreign  article.  He  advocated  this 
duty,  not  as  a  Kentucky  measure,  but  as  one  of 
great  importance  to  the  country  at  large. 

Mr.  Kellt  submitted  some  additional  remarks 
in  favor  of  his  proposition,  and  in  reference  to  the 

E rices,  &c.,  of  cotton  baling  in  Alabama.  He 
elieved  the  present  existing  duty  was  high 
enough ;  but  he  had  conceded  to  the  opinions  of 
others,  and  had  concluded  only  to  move  for  the 
striking  out  of  the  highest  specined  duty  proposed 
on  this  article. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Kelly's  motion  was  then 
put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  28.  So 
the  highest  rate  of  duty  proposed  on  cotton  bag- 
ging was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  in  the  following  clause :  "  On  all  manufac- 
tures, not  herein  specified,  of  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or 
hemp,  or  of  which  either  of  these  materials  shall 
be  a  component  part,  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per 
centum  ad  valorem,"  by  inserting,  after  the  word 
"  part,"  the  words,  "  excepting  Russia,  Holland, 
and  Raven's  duck." 
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On  motion  ef  Mr.  Smith,  the  words  "  and  Rus- 
sia sheetings"  were  added  to  the  exception. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  that  "  German  linens" 
be  also  added  to  the  excepted  articles.  Upon  this 
motion  some  cursory  remarks  were  made  by 
Messrs.  Barbocr,  Smith,  DicKER80N,and  Lloyd, 
of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Talbot  moved  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
meats  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table ;  and  that  the 
Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Executive 
bD:)iness.  This  was  agreed  to ;  and,  immediately 
after  the  doors  were  opened,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Saturday,  May  1. 

Mr.  McIlvaine,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Holliday ;"  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonas  Duncan  ;"  and  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Ben- 
nett f  reported  them,  severally,  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sibley  i*'  the 
bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  David 
Cooper ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Frederick  Perley ;"  reported  them,  sev- 
erally, without  amendment. 

The  sixteen  bills  yesterday  brought  up  for  con- 
cDrrence  were  severally  read  twice,  by  unanimous 
consent. 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  "  Dean  Weymouth  5"  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  or  Robert  Blean ;"  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Cleveland, 
joD.;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  John  Topp ;"  were  severally  referred  to  the 
Committee  ot  Claims. 

The  bill,  en  titled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Mitchell,^'  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mor- 
ris Goldsmith,  and  Anthony  Roderick ;"  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  King ;" 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James, 
Jehu,  and  Nathaniel  Brooks,  and  the  representa- 
tive of  either  of  them ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  K.  Carter ;"  were  sev- 
enlly  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ar- 
chibald Clark,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Fry  and  Spalding ;"  the  bill,  entitled 
*^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Maturin  Quichot ;"  and 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Fiiman,  and  others ;"  were  severally  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  compensate  Wil- 
liam Cocke  for  certain  military  services  rendered 
tbe  United  States  during  the  late  war,  and  for  the 
relief  of  John  T.  Johnson  f  and  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Slough ;"  were 
^▼erally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs. 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  passed  the  15th  of  May,  1820,"  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Lanman,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Leiffhtner,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Williams,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Benton,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  motion  on  the  29th  April,  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  the  selection  of  certain  land 
for  the  support  of  seminaries  of  learning  in  Mis- 
souri, and  agreed  thereto. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  petition  of  John 
S.  Stiles,  executor  of  Georgre  Stiles,  and  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Judiciary  thereon, 
were  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth ;"  and 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Noah 
Smith,  of  Maine;"  with  amendments.  They  have 
also  passed  bills,  of  the  following  titles,  viz  :  "An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  au- 
thorizing the  executors  of  John  B.  Mebane  Xo  col- 
lect certain  arrears  of  tax ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  administrator  of  John  B.  Fanning,  deceased, 
late  a  purser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;" 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  a  register  to  the 
brig  William,  of  New  York ;"  and  "An  act  to 
allow  further  time  to  complete  the  issuing  and  lo- 
cating militarv  land  warrants ;"  in  which  amend- 
ments and  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on 
imports,"  was  again  taken  up  for  consideration,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama, 
in  the  Chair. 

Just  previous  to  the  bill  being  ordered  to  lie  00 
the  table,  yesterday,  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  had 
moved  to  amend  it  by  excepting  "Russia,  Hol- 
land, and  Raven's  duck,  ana  Russia  sheetings," 
from  the  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  levied  on 
other  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or  hempen  fabrics;  and 
Mr.  Barboijr  had  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  adding  to  it,  as  another  exception,  "  Ger- 
man linens." 

Mr.  Barbour  now  varied  his  motion,  by  with- 
drawing the  words  "German  linens,"  and  pro- 
posing to  add  to  the  exceptions,  "  Osnaburgs, 
ticklenburgs,  and  burlaps."  This  motion  was  ad- 
vocated by  the  mover,  by  Messrs.  Hayne,  Smith, 
Branch,  Mills,  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Ma- 
con, Holmes,  of  Maine,  Van  Dyke,  and  Tay- 
lor  of  Virginia ;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  DiCK- 
ERSON,  D' Wolf,  Talbot, and  Johnson,  of  Ky.  It 
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was  urged,  in  behalf  of  this  amendment,  that  the 
manufacture  of  the  article  had  never  been  attempt- 
ed in  this  country  ;  that  it  was  an  article  of  the 
first  necessity,  for  clothing  for  the  poorer  classes 
of  the  community,  and  for  servants  ;  and,  for  these 
reasons,  was  not  a  legitimate  object  of  heavy  tax- 
ation. On  the  other  hand,  it  was  contended  that 
goods  of  a  similar  kind,  though  not  known  by  the 
same  name,  were  manufactured  in  this  country — 
and,  being  an  article  of  necessity,  its  manufacture 
ought  to  oe  encouraged,  in  order  to  render  us  in- 
dependent, for  the  necessaries  of  life,  of  other 
countries. 

The  question  upon  amending  the  amendment, 
as  proposed  by  Mr.  Barbour,  was  then  put,  and 
decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Miiaii- 
•ippi,  H.  Johnson  of  LoniBiana,  J.  8.  Johnston  of 
Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon, 
Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke, 
Ware,  and  Williams— 23. 

Nats — Messrs  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Boggles,  Seymour, 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van  Buren— 24. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  upon  amending  the  bill, 
so  as  to  except  "  Russia  duck,  Holland,  and 
Raven's  duck,  Russia  sheetings,"  from  the  duty 
of  twenty-five  per  cent,  which  it  is  contemplated 
to  impose  on  manufactures  of  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or 
hemp.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  advocated 
this  amendment.  Mr.  Barbour  then  moved  an 
adjournment,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  May  3. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Archibald  Clark ;"  and  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Beard  ;" 
reported  them  severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Stephen  Brace;"  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lemuel  Arms  f '  and  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel 
Jones;"  reported  them  severally  without  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Parrott,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Afiairs  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Thomas  Haven  and 
Jonathan  Folsom. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  joint  committee  appoint- 
ed to  consider  what  business  is  necessary  to  be 
acted  on  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  and 
at  what  time  the  session  may  be  closed,  submitted 
their  final  report  on  that  suoject;  stating  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  the  session  of  Con- 
gress may  be  terminated  on  the  10th  instant.  The 
report  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  RuGGLEB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 


to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Mareen  Duval;"  and  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  represeou- 
tives  of  Elijah  Brush,"  reported  them  severally 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablie 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief  of  the  representatives  of  John  DooDelsoD, 
Stephen  Hurd,  and  others;  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  same  committee  also  reported,  without 
amendment,  the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Sen- 
ate, "  to  enable  the  President  to  sell  and  dispose 
of  the  refuse  lands  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Barton,  the  chairman  of  the  committee^ 
stated  that  the  committee  believed  the  system  pro- 
posed in  this  bill,  incompatible  with  the  full  and 
fair  execution  of  the  present  system  of  raising 
revenue  from  the  public  lands,  for  the  discbarge 
of  our  national  debt,  as  the  promulgation  of  toe 
system  now  proposed,  would  have  the  efiect  of  pre- 
venting public  sales  and  private  sales  at  the  present 
minimum  price ;  for  few  would  buy  now,  when, 
by  waiting  a  few  years,  they  might  get  the  lands 
at  fifty  cents  per  acre.  However  proper  the  pro- 
posed plan  might  become  hereafter,  the  committee 
deemed  it  premature  and  improper  at  this  time; 
and  had  therefore  instructed  him  to  move  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  this  bill,  when  it  shall 
be  taken  up  for  consideration. 

The  amendments  made  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  for  the 
relief  of  Noah  Smith,  of  Maine,"  were  read,  and 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  Noble  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  Isaac  Bussel.  This  motion 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Hoi^mes,  of  Maine.  The 
question  being  put,  the  committee  was  dis- 
charged. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  Militarjr 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  compensate  William  Cocke,  for  cer- 
tain military  services  rendered  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war,  and  for  the  relief  of  John  T. 
Johnson  ;"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Judah  Alden ;"  aod  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act 
approved  on  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  entitled  *Aa 
act  providing  for  the  correction  of  errors  io  mak- 
ing entries  of  land  at  the  land  offices ;"  reported 
them  severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Fisher,'' 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  issuing  a  remster  to  the  brig  William,  of 
New  York;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  authorizing 
the  executors  of  John  B.  Mebane  to  collect  cer- 
tain arrears  of  tax ;"  were  severally  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
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meats  of  the  House  ef  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
eniiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Wey- 
mouth ;"  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee 00  Pensions  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
Hi  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Scott,  late 
collector  of  Pensacola,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  foar  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  severally  read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  allow  further  time 
to  complete  the  issuing  and  locating  of  military 
land  warrants/^  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
administrator  of  John  B.  Fanning,  deceased,  late 
a  parser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,''  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iDformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed, 
with  an  amendment  to  each,  the  following  bills, 
which  originated  in  theSenate,  viz:  "An  act  fur 
the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas  Staniford ,"  "An 
aetfortherelief  of  ThaddeusMayhew;"  and  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson."  They  have 
also  passed  bills  of  the  folio wins^  titles,  viz  :  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Brotnerton ;"  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Edward  Evans;"  and  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  J.  Ottramare;"  in  which  amend- 
ments and  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  unfinished  business  of  Saturday,  beine  the 
consideration,  as  ia  Committee  of  the  Whole,  of 
the  bill  from  the  other  House,  "  to  amend  the  sev- 
en! acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  was 
framed ;  Mr.  Kino, of  Alabama,  was  again  called 
to  the  Chair. 

The  question  was,  upon  the  motion  submitted 
ofi  Friday  last  by  Mr.  Hoi^mes,  of  Maine,  to 
aiQend  the  bill  so  as  to  except  "  Russia,  Holland, 
aod  Raven's  duck,  and  Russia  sheetings,"  from 
ite  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
viiich  the  bill  contemplates  to  impose  upon  all 
iQanufactares  of  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or  hemp. 

Mr.  Baaboi^b  rose — he  stated  that  he  had  moved 
as  adjournment  on  Saturday,  because  he  felt  un- 
certain how  he  should  vote,  in  relation  to  the 
imendment  now  before  the  Senate,  after  they  had 
refused,  by  the  vote  on  Saturday,  to  exempt  from 
faiaiion  articles  of  the  same  character,  of  great 
i!Qportance  to  a  certain  section  of  the  country. 
Ipoa  mature  reflection,  he  had  come  to  the  de- 
termin|k(ioQ  to  vote  against  the  present  amend- 
in^Qi,  in  order  that  the  taxes  imposed  by  this  bill 
^l^ht,  in  this  article  at  least,  be  equal  upon  the 
differeDi  portions  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Mills  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
H^  proceeded  to  show  that  the  article  of  duck 
*as  already  taxed  very  excessively,  by  the  exist- 
"|g  rate  of  duties — and  that  it  was  proposed,  by 
»^^  bill,  to  increase  the  tax  nearly  one  hundred 
^^  cent,  upon  this  article ;  a  tax  which  would  be 
Wremely  onerous  upon  the  navigating  interest — 
^Q  interest  which  was,  at  least,  as  much  entitled 
^  the  forbearance  of  the  Government,  as  the 
Manufacturing  interest  was  to  its  positive  protec- 


tion. Mr.  M.  stated  the  quantity  of  the  articles 
included  in  this  amendment,  which  had  been  im- 
ported into  the  country  within  the  last  year ;  the 
revenue  that  had  been  paid  upon  it ;  and  the  effect 
which  the  duty  imposed  by  this  bill,  would  prob- 
ably have  upon  the  importation,  and  upon  the  rev- 
enue. He  alluded  to  the  liability  of  this  tax  to 
evasion,  by  vessels  providing  themselves  with  can- 
vass in  foreign  ports.  He  commented  upon  the 
oppressive  operation  of  this  duty,  upon  the  entire 
commercial  interest  of  the  country  ;  the  coasting, 
as  well  as  the  foreign  trade. 

Mr.  D'WoLFmade  a  few  remarks  in  opposition 
to  this  amendment,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Mills. 
He  spoke  of  the  encouragement  which  the  Gov- 
ernment uniformly  extended  to  the  shipping  inter- 
est. He  considered  the  objects  of  this  bill,  as  be- 
ing purely  national — that  many  of  its  items  im- 
posed heavy  taxes  upon  the  manufacturers — that 
the  bill  was  calculated  to  benefit  the  whole  coun- 
try, and  not  for  the  particular  profit  of  any  one 
branch  of  business.  His  object,  Mr.  D'W.  said, 
was  to  throw  the  nation  on  its  own  resources.  He 
considered  the  articles  we  have  to  carry  to  market, 
of  a  great  deal  more  importance  than  the  wagon 
we  carry  them  in.  He  was  willing  to  reduce  the 
duty  on  duck,  but  not  to  strike  it  out  entirely. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  advocated  the  amend- 
ment. He  replied  to  the  argument  about  the  na- 
tional interests  to  be  promoted  by  the  bill.  He 
wished  to  know  what  great  national  interest  was 
to  be  benefited  by  this  item?  He  spoke  of  the 
small  quantity  of  duck  manufactured  in  the  coun- 
try, and  remarked  that  the  national  interest  was 
to  oe  promoted  bv  making  the  consumers  in  the 
country  pay  mucn  higher  than  thev  now  do  for 
the  article.  The  tax  was  to  bear  exclusively  upon 
one  class  of  the  community.  He  warned  gentle- 
men to  beware  how  they  go  to  destroy  the  ship- 
ping interest  of  the  country  for  the  benefit  of  a 
few  overgrown  manufacturers.  This,  he  said, 
was  all  that  was  meant  by  encouraging  home  in- 
dustry, and  promoting  great  national  interests. 
He  wished  to  know  in  wnat  part  of  the  country 
duck  was  manufactured — to  what  extent — and 
of  what  quality.  He  hoped  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  would  reconsider  his  deter- 
mination, and  not  vote  against  this  amendment 
because  he  had  been  disappointed  in  that  which 
he  had  proposed. 

Mr.  Barboub  made  some  further  remarks,  in 
which  he  expressed  his  imiform  attachment  to  the 
commerce  and  to  the  navy  of  the  country;  but  he 
could  not  consent  that  the  great  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  nation  should  be  lost  sight  of.  There 
was  not  a  solitary  item  in  this  bill  which  would 
in  the  least  benefit  that  interest.  The  cabalistic 
term  Iwrne  industry,  he  believed,  was  only  to  be 
applied  for  the  protection  of  spinning  jennies.  He 
was  not  willing  to  submit  to  a  heavy  and  immedi- 
jate  evil,  in  order  to  obtain  a  merely  possible  benefit 
in  prospect.  He  was  against  the  whole  bill ;  but, 
if  the  tax  was  to  be  imposed  upon  the  osnaburgs, 
&c.,  which  were  so  important  to  the  South,  he  must 
vote  against  this  amendment,  so  as  to  make  that 
tax,  in  some  measure,  equal.    The  one  was  to 
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operate  upon  the  commercial,  and  the  other  upon 
the  agricultural  interest.  And,  as  he  could  not 
possibly  see  why  Russia,  Holland,  and  Raven's 
duck  were  not  as  fair  objects  of  taxation  as  osna- 
burgs,  ticklenburgs,  and  burlaps,  he  should  feel 
compelled  to  vote  against  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  V irs^nia,  spoke  on  this  subject. 
He  agreed  perfectly  well  with  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts;  but  yet  he  found  himself  com- 
pelled, to  vote  with  his  colleague.  This  bill,  he 
said,  was  to  let  blood  from  two  of  the  great  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  in  order  to  circulate  it  in  the 
veins  of  the  other  interest.  He  feared  they  would 
all  die  under  the  operation ;  the  two  first  from  loss 
of  blood,  and  the  other  from  having  too  much. 
His  object  was  to  make  the  two  interests  which 
were  to  suffer  bear  the  im|)ositioa  equally,  and  to 
bind  them  together  by  their  community  in  suffer- 
ing. He  commented  upon  the  injustice  of  build- 
ing up  a  particular  class — a  special  aristocracy — 
by  the  imposition  of  heavy  taxes  upon  the  com- 
munity at  large.  He  spoke  particularly  of  the  duty 
on  wool,  an  article  which  could  only  be  produced 
in  a  small  portion  of  the  country,  owing  to  the 
circumstances  of  soil  and  climate.  If  this  tax  was 
imposed  on  the  Southern  interest  by  means  of  du- 
ties on  their  coarse  linens,  he  saw  no  means  by 
which  the  tax  could  be  made  equal,  but  by  levy- 
ing a  duty  on  the  coarse  linens  issued  for  clothing 
the  ships  of  the  Northern  section  of  the  country. 
By  this  means  the  revenue  could  be  collected 
equally  from  each.  Mr.  T.  spoke  of  the  mutual 
connexion  between  these  interests. 

Mr.  RuGOLEB  opposed  the  amendment.  He  con- 
ceived that  his  duty  would  operate  beneficially  on 
the  agricultural  interest,  more  than  any  other,  as 
it  would  go  to  encourage  the  growth  of  the  raw 
materials  in  this  country.  In  relation  to  commerce, 
he  believed  it  would  m  some  measure  affect  the 
vessels  employed  in  foreign  trade,  but  that  it  would 
not  injure  the  Navy  or  the  coasting  trade.  He 
thought  it  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  encour- 
age the  use  of  domestic  articles  for  the  Navy,  as 
we  might  be  reduced  to  great  distress,  if  we  were 
at  war  with  the  nation  from  whom  we  receive 
these  articles.  He  alluded  to  the  difl&culty  expe- 
rienced during  the  last  war  for  soldiers'  uankets 
and  clothing.  Mr.  R.  thought,  if  we  were  to  have 
a  Navy,  (and  he  had  always  been  a  friend  to  it,) 
we  ought  to  build  our  ships  with  American  mate- 
rials, and  man  them  with  Americans.  He  asked, 
what  further  protection  the  commercial  interest 
wished?  They  had  the  whole  coasting  trade  of 
the  country  exclusively  to  themselves — a  greater 
encouragement  than  nad  ever  been  extended  to 
manufacturers.  He  proceeded  to  remark  upon  the 
beneficial  effects  that  would  be  poduced  to  the 
nation,  by  raising  its  raw  materials  and  manufac- 
turing them,  in  preference  to  making  use  of 
manufactures  of  foreign  countries,  and  upon  the 
capacity  of  the  country  to  do  so,  to  a  great  extent. 

Mr.  Smith  had  hoped  the  question  on  this 
amendment  would  have  been  taken  without  de- 
bate; but,  as  that  course  had  not  been  pursued,  he 
felt  compelled  to  submit  his  views  of  the  subject. 
He  combatted  the  idea  of  the  protection  given  to 


the  navigating  interest.  He  said,  if  that  interest 
had  any  advantages,  they  were  the  result  of  their 
own  industry  and  enterprise ;  they  only  asked  to 
be  left  free  to  depend  on  these  advantages.  The 
coasting  trade,  he  said,  was  not  generally  carried 
on  by  merchants,  but  by  a  poor  and  laborious  class 
of  people.  He  denied  that  any  protection  bad 
been  extended  by  the  Government,  from  its  estab- 
lishment to  the  present  day,  to  the  navigating  in- 
terest ;  their  ships  were  built  at  greater  expeijse,  for 
labor  and  materials,  than  those  of  any  other  na- 
tion; they  were  the  pack-horses  of  the  nation; 
they  were  made  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  for 
the  Government.  This  bill,  he  said,  not  only  laid 
a  tax  on  the  article  of  duck,  but  also  upon  the  raw 
material  from  which  it  was  made ;  thus  rendering 
it  impossible  to  manufacture  the  article.  It  bad 
the  same  operation  in  relation  to  wool.  The  tax 
imposed  by  this  bill  would  amount,  on  a  moderate 
computation,  to  three  millions  of  dollars  per  an- 
num, on  the  people.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts says,  (and  he  may  be  more  accurate,) 
that  it  will  amount  to  six  millions. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  this  item 
increased  the  duty  upon  this  article  100  per  cent. 
He  proceeded  to  state  the  quantity  of  duck  im- 
ported, with  the  amount  of  duty  wbich  had  here- 
tofore been  levied  upon  it ;  and  to  make  a  com- 
parison between  those  duties  and  that  proposed  la 
this  bill.  He  denied  that  any  encourgement  had 
been  extended  to  the  commercial  part  of  the  com- 
munity, except  in  regard  to  the  coasting  trade,  and 
in  relation  to  that  it  was  merely  nominal;  he  had 
never  known  any  man  to  make  a  fortune  by  (be 
coasting  trade.  If  the  restriction  were  remored, 
no  foreigner  could  partake  of  this  trade.  Mr.  L. 
spoke  of  the  difference  in  expense,  in  building  ships 
in  this  country,  and  in  other  countries.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  was  not  revenue ;  it  was  for  tbe 
encouragement  of  manufactures,  and  yet  it  was 
proposed  to  tax  some  articles  which  were  not  man- 
ufactured in  the  country.  He  proceeded  to  remark 
further,  in  relation  to  tne  balance  of  trade,  which 
had  so  often  been  said  to  be  against  the  country, 
and  answered  the  arguments  drawn  from  the  pre- 
sent prices  at  which  cottons  were  afforded  in  the 
market,  by  showing  that  the  war  prices  and  tbe 
peace  prices  were  taken  in  comparison,  and  that 
the  difference  between  the  machinery  formerly 
employed  and  that  now  used,  was  not  estimated. 
Mr.  L.  replied  to  the  argument  that  tbe  stock, 
evidences  of  debt,  dbc.,  were  passing  into  foreign 
hands.  Upon  this  point  we  could  not  hear  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  DicKBRBON  opposed  the  amendment.  He 
was  willing  to  leduce  the  duty  proposed  upon 
duck,  but  did  not  see  any  reason  why  Russia 
sheeting  should  be  included.  He  reviewed  the 
course  that  had  been  taken  by  the  Government  in 
levying  duties  upon  duck.  He  said  that  as  fine 
duck  was  made  in  America  as  floated  on  the 
ocean  ;  and  stated  that  a  considerable  amount  of 
capital  had  been  expended  in  manufactories  for 
this  article.  He  said  the  manufacturers  only  asked 
for  the  benefit  of  the  home  market.  The  com- 
mercial interest  had  as  much  encouragement  as 
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this.  Mr.  D.  adverted  to  the  remark  that  we  were 
adopiiog  the  Chinese  policy,  and  spoke  of  the  de- 
pressed situation  of  commerce,  in  consequence  of 
Its  being  overdone.  Too  much  capital  and  too 
much  labor  had  been  invested  in  it.  He  asked 
what  would  have  become  of  this  capital,  and  the 
iQdustr)r  and  enterprise  of  which  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  had  spoken,  if  the  Government 
bad  oot  extended  a  helping  hand  to  it  when  it 
was  depressed  to  the  earth  ?  He  then  adverted  to 
the  former  situation  of  the  navigation  of  the  coun- 
try; its  subsequent  prosperity,  the  causes  of  that 
prosperity,  and  the  acts  that  had  been  passed, 
^Tjog  exclusive  encouragement  to  our  own  ship- 
piog.  He  could  see  no  reason  why  the  shipping 
interest  should  not  bear  its  proportion  of  the  taxes 
imposed  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  explained  in  ref- 
erence to  an  error  fallen  into  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  concern in^r  the  prices  of  dock. 
He  read  a  letter  from  a  distinguished  merchant, 
respecting  the  relative  quality  and  prices  of  Ame- 
rican and  Russia  duck. 

Mr.  DicKERBON  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply. 

Mr.  Smith  replied  to  Mr.  Dickerson  in  regard 
to  the  nature  of  the  acts  which  were  stated  to 
ba^e  been  passed  for  the  protection  of  commerce. 
He  commented  upon  the  importance  of  the  trade 
to  Russia,  and  the  danger  of  losing  it  entirely — 
one  reason,  he  said,  that  our  commerce  was  so 
^pressed  was,  that  we  were^  by  our  own  unwise 
policy,  depriving  ourselves  of  all  foreign  markets. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  made  some  statements  in  relation 
to  tbe  price  of  duck  in  Russia,  and  upon  the 
qulitjr  of  the  American  duck. 

Mr.  Hatxe  stated  that  the  clause  of  the  bill 
ifider  consideration  imposed  a  duty  of  25  per 
o&L  ad  valorem  on  manufactures  of  silk,  flax, 
Sfid  hemp,  being  a  considerable  increase  on  the 
pr^nt  duties,  when  there  could  be  no  doubt  these 
fcties  are  already  sufficiently  high,  and  when 
t&e  country  is  not  prepared  for  the  manufacture 
of  ^Qch  articles.  A  motion  has  been  made  to  ex- 
^^  Russia  and  Holland  duck  and  Russia  sheet- 
(B^i*^  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has 
ao?ed  to  add  osaaburgs,  an  article  essential  to 
'^  bealth  and  comfort  of  our  slaves,  and,  in  some 
%ee,  necessary  to  the  poor  in  every  part  of  the 
%Qoiry.  The  Senate  having  refused  to  except^ 
Knabargs,  the  same  principle  must  prevent  them* 
uomaemptingduck  and  sheeting,  as  it  cannot 
K  pretended  that  those  articles  depend  on  different 
principles.  Mr.  H.  said  he  should  therefore  vote 
•gainst  thb  particular  exception,  with  the  view  of 
moriog,  at  a  future  period,  to  strike  out  the  whole 
^tioQ,  and,  by  that  means,  to  except  not  only 
QQck  and  sheeting,  but  osnaburgs,  and  other  arti- 
•vs  of  equal  importance  (which  we  do  not  man- 
'Jiactare)  from  a  heavy  and  unreasonable  tax. 
^-  H.  expressed  a  hope  that  the  friends  of  com- 
Q^ce  and  of  agriculture  will  unite  in  protecting 
^^  interests  of  both  against  the  ruinous  specula- 
UoDs  of  the  manufacturers  and  their  exclusive 
MTocates. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Houibs, 


of  Maine,  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yxis — ^Messrs.  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler,  Clayton, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  J.  8.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  King 
of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Mossachusetto,  Low* 
rie,  Macon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Seymour,  Smith, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Wil- 
liams— 21. 

Nats — ^Menrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown, 
D'WoIi;  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliot,  Findlay, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kel- 
ly, King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland, 
Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indi- 
ana, and  Taylor  of  Virginia— 36. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  except  duck  and  sheet- 
ings from  the  duty  proposed  in  the  bill. 

Air.  Elliott,  of  Greorgia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  all  the  proviso  which  fixes 
a  minimum  price  upon  which  tbe  duties  on  cotton 
cloths,  and  cotton  twist,  yam,  or  thread,  are  to  be 
calculated. 

This  subject,  said  Mr.  Elliott,  has  been  so 
much  discussed,  both  in  and  out  of  Congress,  that 
I  would  not  now  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate, 
were  it  not  for  the  vast  importance  it  has  assumed 
as  a  national  measure,  and  the  deep  solicitude  it 
has  awakened  in  the  minds  of  those  whom  I  have 
the  honor  more  immediately  to  represent.  As  a 
national  measure,  sir^  consider  its  policy  as  more 
than  questionable.  The  power  "to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,"  was  in- 
trusted to  Congress  principall]^  with  a  view  to  the 
revenue  of  the  country ;  yet,  in  the  judicious  ex- 
ercise of  it,  in  the  imposition  of  duties  on  foreign 
importations,  it  was  intended  to  subserve  the  dou- 
ble purpose  of  augmenting  the  revenue  and  pro- 
tecting the  growing  manufactures  of  the  nation. 
These  have  accordingly  been  the  legitimate  objects 
of  the  laws  hitherto  passed  by  Congress  in  rela- 
tion to  this  subject.  The  war  of  1812  gave  aston- 
ishing activity  to  our  infant  manufactures.  Pre- 
venting almost  entirely  the  introduction  of  foreign 
articles,  it  left  the  consumption  of  the  nation  to 
be  supplied,  in  a  great  measure,  by  the  efforts  of 
domestic  capital  and  labor.  The  extraordinary 
demand  thus  created  for  domestic  articles  insured 
to  the  manufacturers  correspondent  profits;  and 
capitalists,  forgetting  the  transitory  character  of 
the  cause  which  occasioned  this  state  of  things, 
most  improvidently  invested  large  sums  in  manu- 
facturing establishments.  These  establishments 
did  well  sp  long  as  the  artificial  stimulus  under 
which  the)b  were  created  continued  to  operate. 
But  the  war  at  length  closed^  the  monopoly  was 
at  an  end,  and  ruin  seemed  mevitable.  At  this 
critical  moment,  sir.  Congress  interposed;  and, 
although  it  was  not  possible  to  save  all — many 
having  paid  for  their  establishments  three  or  four 
times  the  value  of  them,  and  in  some  instances  too 
with  money  borrowed  from  banks  at  extravagant 
rates  of  interest — ^yet  it  was  hoped  the  prudent 
and  the  practical  might  be  relieved.  According- 
ly, the  law  of  1816  was  passed,  under  the  assur- 
ance of  the  manufacturers  themselves  that  they 
were  satisfied  with  its  provisions,  but  which  were 
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made  still  more  favorable  to  them  bv  the  law  of 
1818,  which  subsequently  passed  on  tne  same  sub- 
ject. The  result  of  these  acts  at  this  time  is  a  full 
Treasury  and  a  tax  on  the  consumption  of  foreign 
commodities,  operating  as  a  bounty  on  domestic 
manufactures  of  upwards  of  twenty^  millions  of 
dollars  annually !  Thus  far  the  nation  has  gone, 
if  not  cheerfully,  certainly  without  excitement; 
for  the  wants  ot  the  Treasury  seemed  to  justify  it, 
and  the  depressed  state  of  manufactures,  from 
particular  causes,  called  for  something  like  the 
new  regulations  then  adopted.  But  now,  sir,  our 
finances  are  adequate  to  tne  annual  disbursements 
of  the  nation ;  and  if  they  are  not  imi)roYing,  they 
require  not  the  aus^mentation  of  existing  duties  to 
sustain  them.  This,  then,  is  not  to  be  regarded 
as  a  revenue  bill ;  its  advocates  will  not  succeed 
in  attempting  to  pass  it  off  on  the  nation  as  such. 
It  is  too  apparent  that  its  sole  object  is  the  profit 
of  the  manufacturer,  at  the  expense  of  all  those 
who  may  find  it  either  convenient  or  necessary  to 
consume  foreign  merchandise.  And  will  Con- 
gress undertake  thus  to  interfere  with  the  em- 
ployment of  individual  capital  and  labor  ?  Shall 
we  pass  laws  to  regulate  and  control  the  private 
pursuits  of  the  citizens  of  this  free  community  1 
Are  we  prepared  to  assume  the  exercise  of  such  a 
power  in  the  face  of  the  nation?  To  a  revision 
of  the  tariff,  sir,  I  should  have  had  no  objection. 
This  is  an  operation  which  may  be  advantage- 
ously attempted  at  regular  periods;  with  a  view 
to  a  judicious  distribution  of  the  duties  among  the 
various  objects  of  the  tax.  But.  against  a  peri- 
odical increase  of  the  imports  or  the  iiation,  not 
called  for  by  the  existing  state  of  the  Treasury, 
but  induced  by  the  importunity  of  the  manufac- 
turing interest  of  the  country,  and  for  the  sole 
benefit  of  this  particular  class,  I  do  most  solemnly 
protest. 

I  consider  this  bill,  then,  Mr.  President,  as  lay- 
ing the  foundation  of  an  odious  system  oi  restric- 
tions in  this  country,  which  may  not  readily  be 
laid  aside,  even  after  its  pernicious  effects  shall 
have  been  ascertained.  Its  obvious  effects  will  be 
to  induce  the  investment  of  much  additional  capi- 
tal in  manufacturing  establishments.  And  this 
transfer  of  labor  and  capital  will  continue  to  be 
made,  until  the  competition  excited  shall  cause 
the  supply  of  the  various  articles  produced,  to  ex- 
ceed the  demand,  when  a  reaction  must  take  place, 
and  new  bounties  be  required  to  sustain  the  un- 
natural system.  And,  think  you^  sir,  you  will 
then  be  able  to  resist  the  importunity  with  which 
Congress  will  be  pressed  to  afford  fuither  encour- 
agement? No,  sir;  you  will  probably  be  told, 
and  that  truly,  that  yours  was  the  fault ;  you  in- 
terfered unnecessarily  in  the  private  occupations 
of  individuals,  and  by  taxing  the  many  for  the 
benefit  of  the  few,  you  induced,  if  you  did  not 
force,  all  the  capital  and  labor  employed  in  the 
manufactures,  to  take  that  direction;  and  you  will 
be  constrained  by  the  amount  of  this  capital  in- 
vested, and  now  not  to  be  withdrawn ;  if  you  are 
not  compelled  by  the  strength  of  the  manufac- 
turing interest  on  this  floor,  to  go  on  with  your 
sustaining  measures,  until  you  find  the  nation  in- 


volved in  all  the  odious  conseqaences  of  the  B 
ish  restrictive  system.  And  what,  sir,  are 
equivalent  advantages  promised  ^ou  by  the  ad* 
cates  of  this  measure?  Domestic  manufactu 
thus  encouraged,  say  they,  'will  render  us  m 
pendent  of  foreign  nations.  In  one  point  of  vi« 
this  is  certainly  most  desirable.  But  are  we  i 
already  physically  independent?  Has  not  tl 
nation  long  since  been  able  to  produce  all  tha( 
necessary  lor  her  support  and  defence?  And 
there  any  other  attainable,  or  even  desirable,  i 
dependence  for  civilized  communities  ?  Absoh 
Independence  belongs  not  to  civilized  roan ;  and 
can  DC  affirmed  of  the  savage  only  from  the  pa 
city  of  his  wants.  The  true  independence  of 
civilized  man,  consists  in  the  power  of  gratifyil 
his  wants;  and  this  power  depends  on  the  qua 
tity  of  consumable  articles  he  can  obtain  in  e 
change  for  his  surplus  produce  or  labor.  But  tli 
quantity  will  be  greater  or  less  in  proportion 
the  extent  of  the  market  and  the  freedom  o(  ej 
change.  For  it  is  from  the  profits  of  coromercij 
intercourse,  ^^rowing  out  of  the  mutual  wants  \ 
civilized  society,  that  enterprise  is  stimulated  1 
seek  out  distant  markets,  wnere  the  most  adva^ 
tageous  exchanges  are  to  be  effected.  Everjr  ri 
straint.  then,  imposed  upon  him  in  these  pariicti 
larsj  abridges  this  power,  and  necessarily  lessen 
his  m dependence. 

Again,  we  are  told  that  this  restrictive  policj 
will  encourage  home  industry;  and  save  millioi^ 
to  the  nation ! 

The  annual   unproductive  expenditures  of  i 
nation  is  the  amount  of  its  consumption.    Thj 
cheaper,  therefore,  any  nation  can  be  furnishd 
with  the  consumable  commodities  required  for  th< 
supply  of  her  wants,  the  less  the  tax  upon  her  ao^ 
nusu  resources.    If,  under  the  operation  of  th^ 
existing  duties,  the  national  consumption  is  sixty 
millions  of  dollars,  (I  speak  hypotheticaliy,)  and 
you  add  thirty-three  and  one-third  per  centum,  by 
a  new  imposition  of  duties,  will  not  the  aDnuali 
unproductive  expenditure  of  the  nation  be  in- 
creased twenty  millions?    A  part  of  this  sum,  it 
is  true,  will  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  home  mao- 
ufacturer,  and  may  maxe  him  richer,  but  will  it 
not  leave  the  consumers  poorer  who  have  paid  it? 
And  who  are  these  consumers?    Nine  tenths  oi 
the  people ;  the  great  mass  of  the  nation.    Nine 
tenths  of  the  people,  then,  are  to  be  taxed  most 
immoderately,  to  increase  the  annual  receipts  of 
the  other  one  tenth ;  and  this  is  called  encoaraging 
home  industry!    Sir,  I  protest  against  the  use 
here  attempted  to  be  made  of  "  the  sacred  associ- 
ations of  home."    The  ^nerous  impulses  which 
are  ever  awakened  at  the  mention  of  a  spot  so 
cherished  and  revered,  should  be  reserved  for 
great  occasions,  when  individual  sacrifices  roust 
be  submitted  to  for  the  attainment  of  wtional  ob- 
jects.    They  should  never  be  called  into  aciion 
for  partial  purposes;  and,  least  of  all,  to  ^.'^.^P? 
icy  whose  obvious  efiects  will  be.  to  diminish  to? 
fireside  comforts  of  nine-tenths  ot  the  nation. 

But  how  is  this  measure  to  save  millions  lotae 
nation  ?  Are  the  profits  of  our  manufacturing 
establishments  so  much  greater  than  those  oi 
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commerce  and  agriculcore,  as  to  promise  advan- 
ages  to  the  labor  and  capital  which  may  be  trans- 
iand  from  the  latter  to  the  former  ?  If  so,  they 
sQFeljT  Deed  no  protection ;  but  should  be  called  on 
.0  furnish  aid,  if  aid  were  necessarv,  to  the  less 
^fwperous  branches  of  prodactive  industry.  But, 
j  it  be  true,  as  asserted,  that  manufacturers  are  so 
;i!f  paid  for  their  labor  and  capital,  as  to  require 
Tit  iOQposition  of  a  heavy  tax  on  the  other  branches 
:4  Datiooal  industry  to  support  them,  how  can  the 
miiooal  wealth  be  increased  by  forcing  more 
ibor  and  capital  into  a  channel  acknowl^ged  to 
IK  io  Qnproductive  ?  Should  this  bill  pass,  the 
profits  ot  manufacturers  would  be  great  indeed. 
Bat  as  the  payment  of  them  must  be  made  for  the 
UDQal  resources  of  the  nation,  it  would  by  so 
Qiach  increase  the  expenditure  for  national  con- 
^amptiop ;  and  the  consumption  of  a  nation  is  a 
'ijbiraction  from,  and  not  an  addition  to,  its  an- 
saal  wealth.  I  cannot  perceive,  then,  that  this 
aeasure  will  add  any  thing  either  to  the  independ- 
:oce,  the  industry,  or  the  wealth  of  the  united 
States. 

But,  I  do  think  I  can  perceive  man^  pernicious 
'OBsequences  which  must  result  from  its  adoption. 
What,  sir,  will  be  its  effects  upon  the  commercial, 
oavigatine,  and  agricultural  interests  of  the  na- 
tion? Tnese  are  so  intimately  connected  that,  in 
con5Ldering  this  subject,  I  choose  not  to  separate 
them.  They  are,  indeed,  so  bound  together  by 
the  strongest  ties  of  mutual  dependence  and  re- 
ciprocal advantage,  that  no  one  of  them  can  be 
mwilj  burden^  without  inflicting  some  corre- 
^ndent  injury  on  the  others.  The  annual  sor- 
I^Qs  produce  of  agriculture  derives  its  value,  prin- 
-ipaily,  from  that  commercial  enterprise  which, 
^f  the  means  of  navigation,  seeks  out  for  it  the 
^i  markets,  however  remote — thus  securing  to 
t  the  highest  prices,  and  supplying,  in  return,  the 
coQ^amable  commodities  of  other  countries,  which 
loay  be  wanted,  on  the  lowest  terms ;  while  the 
profits  of  the  labor  and  capital  employed  in  these 
•ransfers,  by  the  merchant  and  ship  owner,  mdu- 
«'ly  advances  with  the  increasing  demand  for  the 
"fppiies  which  they  fUmish.  But  the  profits  of 
•bis  system  of  exchange  must  ever  be  in  the  in- 
^nse  ratio  of  the  restrictions  imposed  upon  it. 
Oq  the  exports  of  the  nation,  the  Constitution  has 
wisely  interdicted  all  burdens,  while,  on  the  im- 
ports, it  has  permitted  Congress  to  lay  and  collect 
duties  and  imposts,  as  a  legitimate  source  of  rev- 
^Que.  And,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  losses  ex- 
girienced  under  the  operation  of  the  Milan  and 
Berlin  decrees,  the  disasters  of  the  late  British 
var,  the  pressure  of  the  embargoes  which  preceded 
'S  and  the  no  less  destructive  effects  of  that  unex- 
pected competition  which  followed,  on  the  sudden 
return  of  universal  peace,  the  Treasury  of  the  na- 
Uon  has  already  received,  from  this  single  source, 
shout  three  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars  1 
This  fact  incontestably  proves  the  value  and  im- 
portance of  these  branches  of  the  productive  in- 
dustry of  ihc  nation,  and  justifies  the  policy  which 
voald  cherish  them  as  the  foundation  of  its  wealth 
'  aad  power.  But,  sir,  the  bill  on  your  table  pro- 
po^  to  protect  and  sustain  an  extended  system 


of  domestic  manufactures,  by  the  imposition  of 
excessive,  if  not  prohibitory  duties  on  imports.  It 
is  most  manifest,  then,  that  it  contemplates  addi- 
tional restrictions  on  these  important  branches  of 
industry,  calculated  not  only  to  lessen  their  profits, 
but  seriouslv  to  embarrass  and  depress  them.  As 
far  as  the  unties  approach  to  a  prohibition,  the 
commerce  of  the  country  will  be  suspended,  and 
the  shipping  employed  m  furnishing  the  accus- 
tomed supply  of  the  dutied  articles  be  thrown  out 
of  employment.  In  the  year  1807,  fifteen  ships 
were  employed  from  the  town  of  Salem  alone,  in 
the  British  East  India  trade,  and  brought  in  prin- 
cipally white  cotton  fabrics,  paying  an  ad  valorem 
duty,  and  valued  at  upwards  of  four  millions'  of 
dollars ;  but  the  laws  of  1816  and  1818  imposed  a 
duty  so  excessive  on  these  articles,  that,  in  the 
year  1819,  two  ships  only  could  be  maintained  in 
the  trade !  A  similar  effect  must  necessarily  be 
produced  by  these  new  regulations,  whenever  the 
duties  are  greatly  increased ;  for,  the  duty  beins 
a  tax  upon  consumption,  the  consumption  wiu 
lessen  as  the  tax  is  augmented.  But  the  consump- 
tion will  always  regulate  the  supply.  No  more, 
then,  will  be  imported  than  can  be  consumed ;  and 
the  business  of  the  merchant  and  the  ship-owner 
must  be  abridged  in  the  ratio  of  the  diminished 
consumption  of  the  nation.  Nay,  still  further, 
sir — commerce  being  but  the  excbanj^e  of  equiva- 
lents, a  refusal  on  our  part  to  receire  imports  must 
directly  lessen  our  exports ;  for,  how  shall  we  be 
paid  for  our  surplus  productions,  if  we  refuse  to 
receive  those  ol  foreign  nations,  which  are  the 
only  equivalents  they  can  furnish  in  exchange  ? 
And  may  we  not  calculate,  too,  on  countervaiRng 
measures  from  those  nations  whose  produce  we 
thus  exclude  from  our  markets  ?  What  has  been 
the  operation  of  the  existing  duties  in  this  regard? 
An  examination  of  our  commerce  with  Spain  and 
PortugaL  will  furnish  the  answer.  Excluding  the 
period  of^  the  late  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  we  will  compare  the  imports 
and  exports  of  the  years  1810  and  1811  with  those 
of  1817  and  1818;  the  first  being  before,  and  the 
last  after,  the  imposition  of  the  present  duties. 

In  the  years  1810  and  1811,  there  were  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  from  Spain  and  her 
dependencies — 

Wines,  gallons 1,454,012 

In  the  years  1817  and  1818^ 
Wines,  gallons 917,801 


Di^rence 

Spirits  from  grain,  gallons 
Spirits  from  grain,  gallons 

DiArence 

From  other  materials,  gallons 
From  other  materials,  gallons 

Difference 


636,811 

1,577 
333 

1,244 

1,017,653 
157,038 

860,616 


In  the  years  1810  and  1811,  there  were  exported 
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to  Spain  and  her  dependencies  from  the  United 
States — 

Corn,  bushels i,563/i09 

In  the  yesrs  1817  and  181&— 
Corn,  bushels 168,888 


Difference 


-  1,404,681 


Flour,  barrels 856,419 

Flour,  barrels 198,976 

Difference        .... 


Rice,  tierces 
Rice,  tierces 


Difference 

Tobacco,  hogsheads 
Tobacco,  hogsheads 

Difference 


666,444 

66,264 
21,989 

43,276 

13,733 
6,411 

7,322 


In  the  years  1810  and  1811,  there  were  import- 
ed from  rortugal  and  her  dependencies  into  the 
United  States — 

Wines,  gallons 918,046 

In  the  years  1817  and  1818. 
Wines,  gallons 


Difference 

Spirits  from  grain,  gs lions 
Spirits  from  grain,  gallons 

Difference 

From  other  materials,  gallons 
From  other  materials,  gallons 

Difference 


612,660 

306,886 

54,090 
431 

53,659 

33,916 
20,966 

12,950 


In  the  years  1810  and  1811,  there  were  exported 
from  the  United  States  to  Portugal  and  her  de- 
pendencies— 

Corn,  bushels  - 
In  tbe  years  1817  and  1818 — 


Corn,  bushels 

Difference 


Flour,  barrels  - 
Flour,  barrels  - 


Difference 


Rice,  tierces 
Rice,  tierces 


Difference 

Tobacco,  hogsheads 
Tobacco,  hogsheads 

Difference 


2,747,484 

1,557,019 

1,190,465 

765,364 
138,498 

626,871 

70,963 
2,149 

68,814 

8,779 
881 

7398 


These  facts  show  the  pernicious  effects  of  the 
duties  already  imposed  on  the  importations  from 


these  two  nations;  by  which,  at  least  thirtyr-fi^ 
ships  engaged  ^n  this  traffic  have  been  tbrown  oj 
of  employment,  and  their  markets  closed  again 
our  surplus  produce.  A  similar  effect  has  be€ 
produced  in  Holland,  where  the  diminution  of  oi 
importationa,  occasioned  by  the  excess  of  tbe  dm 
imposed,  has  been  followed  with  a  correspondei 
reduction  of  the  consumption  of  American  pn 
duce;  narticularly  of  tobacco  and  rice.  Thedirei 
and  obvious  tendency,  then,  of  the  provisions  i 
this  bill,  is  to  destroy  our  foreign  commerce,  bani 
rupt  our  merchants,  and,  by  confining  the  surpli 
productions  of  agriculture  at  home,  to  dinninu 
their  value,  and  impoverish  all  classes  of  the  con 
munity,  except  manufacturers. 

And  are  you  prepared  Mr.  President  to  pursi 
this  disastrous  course  ?  In  this  enlightened  a^ 
when  the  wisest  statesmen  of  Europe  are  yieldii 
to  the  conviction  of  the  deleterious  operation  i 
restrictive  systems,  and,  under  the  guidance  of 
more  liberal  policy,  are  seeking  to  establish  t) 
intercourse  of  nations  upon  principles  of  reci{ 
rocity,  will  you,  regardless  alike  of  your  examp 
and  your  interest,  lay  the  foundation  of  one  of  tl 
most  exceptionable  character?  Should  you  ni 
rather  improve  the  occasion,  so  auspicious  for  tl 
purpose,  to  secure  and  multiply  foreign  markel 
oy  increasing  the  facilities  to  foreign  intercourse 
Sir.  your  foreign  commerce,  consisting  of  ncarl 
eight  hundred  thousand  tons  of  shipping,  and  ei] 
ploying  forty  thousand  seamen,  is  worthy  of  a 
your  care  and  solicitude.  In  it  is  invested  an  in 
mense  capital,  not  leas  than  thirtyfive  millions  i 
dollars ;  whose  employment  gives  the  means  i 
support  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  tbe  poor  aid 
laboring  inhabitants  of  your  seacoast.  From  th 
source  also  must  you  look  for  the  strength  ao 
efficiency  of  your  Navy.  This  is  the  school  whei 
seamansnip  is  acquirea,  enterprise  encouraged^  an 
dangers  rendered  familiar.  The  hardy  and  al 
venturous  sailor  is  to  be  found  only  where  foreig 
commerce  is  duly  appreciated  and  encouragei 
Hitherto  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  hi 
been  fostered  and  encouraged;  and  no  natio 
ever  boasted  of  seamen  more  skilful  or  pairioti 
than  the  American  tars.  Under  the  command  i 
our  gallant  naval  officers,  what  did  not  th^e  me 
itorioos  men  achieve  for  this  nation  duriog  ti 
last  war  ?  They  firet  checked  the  proud  triumpl 
of  the  enemy,  and  broke  tbe  talisman  of  Britw 
naval  invincibility.  They  saved  your  Nortber 
frontier  from  invasion,  by  the  brilliancy  of  «€i 
victories  on  the  Lakes — and  on  the  Atlanu 
Ocean,  they  bore  your  flag  in  triumph  even  to  to 
shores  of  England  !  Nay,  sir,  disdaining  confin 
ment  within  those  limits,  they  doubled  Cape  Hon 
and,  with  a  single  ship,  created  a  fleet  I'^'^i? 
spoils  of  the  enemy  in  the  Pacific  Ocean .  *  " 
American  Navy  is  no  longer  the  t  heme  of  contomei 
and  reproach ;  it  has  fought  itself  into  the  conn 
deuce  and  affections  of  tbe  people,  and  »•*  con^'"^ 
ered  by  all  as  an  important  arm  of  national  d€i«^^ 
Most  unwise,  then,  should  we  be,  if,  disregafdw 
the  honorable  experience  of  the  past,  ^^  f  ^Vlk 
neglect  to  foster  and  protect  this  invaluable  ©» 
lishment,  but  pass  laws  like  the  one  on  your  taoit 
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in  direct  hostility  to  its  future  growth  and  effi- 
ciency. 

But,  sir,  how  will  the  provisions  of  this  bill  op- 
erate GO  your  Feyeoue  ?    If  the  assertion  I  com- 
menced with  be  correct,  that  the  power  "  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  and  imposts,"  was  in- 
trusted to  Congress  principally  with  a  view  to  the 
rerenne  of  the  nation,  it  is  surely  incumbent  on 
MS  to  see  that  we  pass  no  laws,  in  the  exercise  of 
this  power,  which  shall  diminish   the  revenue. 
The  amount  of  a  revenue  derived  from  imports 
mast  always  be  in  the  direct  ratio  of  the  consump- 
tion of  the  dutied  articles ;  for,  the  consumption 
constituting  the  demand,  will  ever  regulate  the 
supply.    But  the  consumption  most  necessarily 
depend  upon  the  means  of  the  nation  to  purchase 
the  articles  wanted.    The  less  the  price  of  these 
articles,  then,  the  greater  the  means  for  their  pro- 
corement;  and,  bv  consequence,  the  greater  the 
quantity  that  will  be  consumed.    But  this  bill 
proposes  a  considerable  augihentation  of  the  exist- 
log  duties,  which,  being  a  tax  on  the  use  of  the 
articles  specified,  must  necessarily  lessen  their 
consamption  by  diminishing  the  means  of  nay- 
ment.    To  what  degree  the  consumption  ot  the 
country  will  be  affected  by  those  new  regulations, 
it  is  not  possible  to  say  with  precision.    Yet  it 
may  safely  be  affirmed,  should  the  bill  pass  with 
its  present  provisions,  they  must  lessen  the  receipts 
in  the  Treasury,  after  the  first  year,  more  than 
two  miliioob  i*     And  will  there  be  no  danger  to 
the  rerenoe  from  smuggling  ?    The  high  prices 
consequent  upon  excessive  duties  have  in  every 
coQDtry  produced  an  illegal  supply  of  the  dutied 
articles,  by  which  the  wants  or  the  nation  have 
been  relieved,  and  the  revenue  defrauded.    Could 
the  Government  so  enforce  the  execution  of  this 
law  as  to  prevent  the  illicit  introduction  of  foreign 
goods,  most  of  the  new  duties  might  be  realized : 
for.  such  is  the  force  of  habit  arising  from  the  long 
t»e  of  particular  articles,  that  more  than  their 
value  might  be  obtained  from  those  who  could  illy 
afford  to  pay  for  them.    But  England,  with  her 
thousand  ships  of  war,  and  her  army  of  revenue 
officers,  has  not  been  able  to  insure  the  execution 
of  her  laws  on   this  subject.    And  the  United 
Stales,  in  such  a  contest  with  her  citizens,  where 
the  dutiesare  deemed  excessive,  must  prove  equally 
powerless.    Since  the  formation  of  this  Gtovern- 
t&ent,  under  the   wise  imposition  of  moderate 
<liities,  there  has  accrued  to  the  Treasury  from 
unports  alone,  the  sum  of  $350,000,000 !    And, 
greatly  to  the  honor  of  our  merchants,  this  im- 
mense amount  has  been  collected  and  paid  into 
^€  coffers  of  the  nation  with  the  loss  of  less  than 
onefoanh  of  one  per  centum !    Sir,  there  is  noth- 
^  in  our  history  more  creditable  to  our  national 
character  than  this  fact.    And  what  is  the  lesson 
vhich  it  teaches  7    It  shows  you  that,  when  your 
rcf  olations  are  necessary  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
vnmeot,  and  not  intended  for  partial  purposes,  the 
moral  sense  of  the  nation  will  sustain  and  enforce 
them.   Let  your  laws,  then,  sir,  be  just,  having 


*  The  hill  was  modified,  and  tharate  of  duty  greatly 
rcdnecd  after  Mr.  £.  spoke. 


for  their  object  the  public  interest,  and  operating 
as  equally  as  practicable  on  all  classes  of  our  cit- 
izens, and  you  will  require  no  guards  to  secure  to 
them  their  intended  effect.  But  you  have  no  right 
to  calculate  on  the  aid  of  this  principle  in  the  en- 
forcement of  laws  of  a  contrary  character.  The 
reason  of  the  case  is  totally  different,  and  a  moral 
and  intelligent  community  will  not  hesitate  long 
in  drawing  the  proper  distinction. 

But  should  the  revenue  be  diminished  by  this 
speculation  in  favor  of  domestic  manufactures,  the 
deficiency  must  be  supplied  from  some  other 
source.  And  agriculture,  already  languishing  un- 
der these  restrictions,  from  a  diminution  of  her 
markets,  mw«t  be  subjected  to  additional  burdens. 
In  the  present  state  of  this  cardinal  branch  of  na- 
tional mdustry,  a  system  of  direct  taxation  would 
be  ruinous.  Vet  to  such  a  measure  the  Govern- 
ment must  resort  in  the  event  of  a  failure  of  the 
revenue  from  imports.  The  measure  derived 
from  this  source  is  now  adequate  to  the  necessary 
disbursements  of  the  nation,  but  the  Treasury  re- 
port shows  it  is  gradually  decreasing ;  and  this 
diminution  can  be  accounted  for  only  from  the 
diminished  consumption  of  the  dutied  articles,  oc- 
casioned by  the  weight  of  the  tax  already  imposed. 
The  agricultural  interest,  then,  is  deeply  concerned 
in  the  impost  regulations  which  are  proposed  in 
this  bill ;  and  it  becomes  those  who  have  been  de- 
puted to  represent  it,  to  see  that  no  higher  duties 
are  imposed  than  the  finances  may  require,  and 
that  these  be  so  distributed  among  the  various  ob- 
jects of  the  tax  as  to  result  in  the  least  sacrifices 
to  the  people,  and  the  greatest  revenue  to  the  na- 
tion. A  moderate  system  of  duties,  collected  un- 
der the  ad  valorem  system,  has  heretofore  pro- 
duced the  happiest  results  in  both  these  respects, 
and  being  recommended  by  the  experience  of 
thirty-five  years,  should  not  now,  without  strong 
reasons,  be  abandoned.  As  the  duty  is  the  price 
paid  in  the  first  instance  by  the  importer,  for  the 
privilege  of  introducing  foreign  commodities  into 
the  home  market,  it  would  seem  reasonable,  if  not 
necessary,  that  it  should  bear  a  direct  proportion 
to  the  value  of  the  article  at  the  place  where  it 
was  produced. 

But  this  bill  adopts  another  principle,  and  by 
an  arbitrary  valuation,  twice,  and  in  some  instan- 
ces^ three  times  as  hi^h  as  the  real  costs,  either 
entirely  prohibits  the  importation,  or  burdens  the 
consumption  with  the  payment  of  twice  or  three 
times  the  amount  of  duty  it  seems  to  impose.  In 
the  first  instance,  the  revenue  is  lost  by  prohibi- 
tion ;  in  the  second^  it  is  lessened  by  a  diminished 
consumption,  occasioned  by  the  weight  of  the  tax. 
And  yet,  in  neither  case  does  it  appear  to  be  the 
intention  of  the  law  to  produce  these  effects.  Sir, 
I  protest  against  this  masked  legislation,  as  un- 
worthy of  Congress,  and  not  reputable  to  the 
nation.  The  people  of  this  Union  are  high-minded 
and  honest,  and  they  expect  from  your  measures 
no  more  than  meets  the  eye.  They  will  never 
sanction  acts  whose  designs  are  covered,  and 
whose  effects  they  cannot  calculate. 

Another  strong  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  it 
imposes  a  higher  rate  of  duties  on  the  consumption 
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of  the  poor  than  on  the  rich.  Low-priced  cottons, 
such  as  plaids,  stripes,  ginghams,  maslins,  and 
calicoes,  are  burdened  with  a  higher  duty  than  the 
finer  fabrics  which  are  used  exclusively  by  the 
rich.  And  this,  too,  without  any  adequate  reason 
to  justify  it ;  for  the  capital  employed  in  the  pro- 
duction of  these  fabrics  is  receiving  at  this  time 
greater  profits  than  that  invested  in  any  other 
branch  of  national  industry.  But  the  history  of 
manufactures  in  England  proves  that  such  protec- 
tion is  not  necessary  to  the  success  of  this  species 
of  manufacture.  Nav,  sir,  it  proves  that  those 
flourish  most  which  nave  been  least  protected; 
for  her  silk  and  woollen  manufactures,  which  have 
been  so  amply  guarded  and  protected  by  law, 
have  languished,  in  comparison  with  her  cotton 
manufactures,  which  have  been  left  to  the  intelli- 
gence and  energy  of  those  who  directed  their  op- 
erations. Instead,  therefore,  of  thus  unnecessarily 
increasing  the  burdens  of  the  poor  and  laboring 
class  of  the  community,  the  committee  who  re- 
ported this  bill  had  much  better  have  provided  for 
the  reduction  in  salt  and  the  cheaper  descriptions 
of  tea,  with  a  view  to  therelief  of  the  necessitous. 
But  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill  as  it  now  is,  it  is 
proposed  to  tax  those  most  who  are  least  able  to 
bear  it.  And  should  you  enact  a  law  of  this 
character,  would  the  public  sentiment  suffer  it  to 
remain  on  your  statute  book?  No,  sir;  I  think  I 
hazard  nothing  in  saving  it  would  not  long  resist 
the  common  sense  or  the  nation. 

But,  sir,  I  am  constrained  by  the  strongest  mo- 
tives of  duty,  to  inquire  what  will  be  the  probable 
effect  of  this  bill  upon  the  interests  of  the  cotton 
growing  Slates.  These  are  entirely  agricultural, 
as  well  by  the  habits  of  their  people  as  the  policy 
of  their  civil  institutions.  And  their  prosperity  is 
of  vital  importance  to  the  whole  Union—for 
whether  this  nation  is  to  become  a  manufacturing 
community  gradually  as  its  wants  shall  dictate, 
or  more  rapidly,  by  the  force  of  artificial  stimu- 
lants, the  cotton  ot  the  South  is  equally  necessary 
to  the  profitable  employment  of  its  capital  and 
labor.  Under  our  present  policy,  these  States  not 
only  furnish  the  raw  material  for  the  cotton  fab- 
rics manufactured  at  home,  but  give  employment 
to  our  navigating  interest  by  offering  to  capitalists 
an  export  produce  of  the  value  of  upwards  of 
twenty  millions  of  dollars,  equal  to  nearly  one- 
half  of  the  whole  exports  of  the  United  States. 
But,  if  to  the  value  ofcotton  exported,  $20,445,320 
You  add  for  tobacco        -       -        -       6,000,000 

For  rice 1,820,985 

For  flour  and  corn  ....       3,000,000 
And  for  lumber  of  all  descriptions, 

with  naval  stores,  viz :  tar,  pitch, 

and  turpentine     ....       1,000,000 


Making  an  aggregate  of  - 


-  $32,266,505 


Yon  will  have  an  export  produce  from  the 
eight  Southern  States,  being  but  one-third  of  the 
whole  number  of  States,  of  more  than  four-sixths 
of  the  entire  domestic  exportation  of  the  nation. 

The  quantity  of  cotton  produced  in  1 822  was 
about  600,000  bales  of  300  weight  each,  or  180,. 


000,000  of  pounds  of  all  descriptions.    Of  ih'u 
quantity,  not  more  than  100,000  bales  were  re 
quired  for  domestic  consumption.     Five  hundred 
thousand  bales,  then,  or  five-sixths  of  the  whole 
produce,  were  left  on  the  handi  of  the  growers  to 
seek  a  foreign  market.    Of  these,  four  hundred 
and  sixty-eignt  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  bales  were  exported  to  British  ports ;  and  the 
residue  to  France,  Holland,  and  other  places  on 
the  continent.    From  these  facts  it  is  obvious 
that  the  culture  of  cotton  in  the  United  States  is 
supported  principally  by  the  foreign  consumption 
of  the  raw  material.    And  although  the  domestic 
consumption  may  be  expected  to  increase,  yet  the 
capacity  of  the  country  to  produce  the  article 
being  equal  to  any  exigency,  a  correspondent  in^ 
crease  of  the  raw  material  must  inevitably  follow 
the  new  demand.    It  is,  then,  the  interest  of  the 
States  engaged  in  this  valuable  cultivation  to 
cherish  the  subsisting  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations,  that  the  demand  for  these  productions 
may  not  only  be  secured,  but  extended.    But  the 
continuance  of  a  commercial  traffic  of  this  char- 
acter, will  depend  upon  the  mutual  profits  of  the 
exchanges  which  may  be  effected.    And  as  raw 
materials  are  required  only  for  manufacture,  the 
most  profitable  exchanges  for  the  manufacturer 
are  the  fabrics  produced  at  his  factory.    Either, 
therefore,  to  prohibit  the  importation   of  these 
directly,  or  greatly  to  lessen  their  consumption  by 
excessive  duties,  is  to  weaken  the  inducements  to 
this  traffic,  and  thereby  to  endanger  the  market 
for  American  cottons.    Were  tbere  no  other  coun- 
tries from  whence  cottons  could  be  procured  but 
the  United  States,  no  apprehensions  of  a  loss  of 
the  market  would  be  induleed.    But  when  this 
valuable  material  is  produced  in  the  West  Indies, 
in  South  America,  in  India,  and  even  in  Egypty 
in  quantities  and  qualities  to  suit  the  wants  oithe 
European  manufacturer,  no  difficulty  can  be  expe- 
rienced in  commanding  a  competent  supply.  And 
this  supply  will  be  sought  in  those  countries  where 
the  consumption  of  the  manufactured  articles  shall 
afford  the  greatest  encouragement  to  the  capital 
and  lubor  employed  in  their  production. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  sir,  this  bill  is 
calculated  most  seriously  to  affect  the  interests  of 
the  South,  by  diminishing  the  value  of  its  most 
important  suple,  and  thereby  causing  the  transfer 
of  much  labor  and  capital  to  other  cultivations, 
now  known  to  be  less  productive.    But  the  effects 
of  the  measure  will  be  felt,  not  only  in  the  dimin- 
ution of  the  receipu  of  the  planter,  but  in  theaag- 
mentation  of  his  expenditure.    As  agriculturuts. 
the  inhabitants  of  the  South  purchase. almost  ail 
the  manufactures,  of  every  description^  which  they 
consume.    It  is.  then,  obviously,  their  interest  to 
procure  these  wherever  they  may  be  obtained  on 
the  best  terms.    And  it  is  not  easily  perceived,  as 
national  is  but  the  ag^egate  of  individual  wealth, 
how  it  can  be  the  policy  of  any  free  Governmeat 
to  counteract  the  wishes  of  her  citizens  in  this 
regard.    A  tax  on  the  consumption  of  ^^^J^^ 
articles,  with  a  view  to  the  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, will  never  be  objected  to  by  the  people 
of  these  States.    They  cherish  too  strong  an  **• 
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uchment  to  this  Union  not  to  contribute,  most 
cbeerfuily,  their  just  proportion  to  the  payment  of 
lite  oecessary  expenses  of  the  nation. 

But,  against  a  rate  of  duties  higher  than  may 
be  required  for  this  object,  and  intended  to  sustain 
another  interest,  at  their  expense,  they  are  bound 
to  protest.  This  bill,  sir,  proposes  a  rate  of  duties, 
not  only  higher  than  that  which  is  called  for  by 
the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  but  so  excessive  as  to 
threaten  a  diminution  of  the  consumption  of  the 
dutied  articles,  and,  thereby,  to  impair  the  public 
reveoae. 

Cotton  bagging  is  used  exclusively  within  these 
States,  and.  as  the  manufacture  of  it  requires  but 
little  capital  and  no  skill,  the  new  duty  upon  it  is 
to  be  regarded  as  an  additional  tax  on  the  cotton 
power  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivator  of 
hemp.  The  proposed  duty,  therefore,  is  objec- 
tionable, not  only  as  being  excessive,  but  because 
it  is  partial  in  its  operation.  Every  tax  should 
bare  for  its  object  the  promotion  .of  the  public 
interest,  and  be  so  imposed  as  to  operate  as  equal- 
ly as  practicable  on  all  classes  of  the  community, 
tbrougbout  the  various  subdivisions  of  the  Union. 
Nothing  could  wear  an  aspect  more  unkind  or 
inridioas  than  a  t^x  on  one  subdivision  of  the 
Union,  by  which  the  profits  of  its  capital  and 
labor  should  be  abridged,  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
improving  the  condition  and  increasing  the  gains 
of  another  portion.  Yet  this  duty  willoperate  as 
a  lax  upon  the  agriculture  of  the  South,  for  the 
benefit  of'  that  of  the  West ;  and,  if  the  principle 
be  correct,  it  may  be  carried  into  general  opera- 
tion ;  in  which  event,  the  various  geograpnical 
divisions  of  the  nation  would  be  found  arrayed 
ia  interests  against  each  other,  at  the  imminent 
hazard  of  that  peace  and  harmony  which  are 
erer  so  essential  to  the  public  weal. 

On  the  articles  of  coarse  woollens,  baize,  plaids. 
and  bombazetts,  it  imposes  a  duty  which,  with  all 
the  charges  of  importation,  will  exceed  sixty  per 
centum.  But  these  fabrics  compose  the  Winter 
Sirmen ts  of  a  ^reat  portion  of  tne  poorer  classes 
of  the  commanity  ;  and  a  particular  description 
of  them  imported  for  that  purpose,  is  extensively 
^  for  the  clothing  of  our  black  population. 
And  should  this  excessive  duty  be  paid  upon 
them,  it  would  prove  a  most  burdensome  tax  upon 
the  consumption  of  these  States.  But  I  am  per- 
^ded,  sir,  its  rigid  exaction  would  soon  force 
from  our  markets  the  accustomed  supply  of  these 
goods,  for  the  people  could  not  afibrd  to  pay  them. 
And  when  these  shall  be  thus  excluded,  is  it  ex- 
P^«d  that  the  manufactures  of  the  East  and  the 
West  will  be  received  as  a  substitute  ?  No,  sir ; 
the  rainous  effects  of  this  restrictive  system,  if 
Oct  a  jost  sense  of  the  injury  inflicted  on  the  re 
sources  of  those  States,  for  the  benefit  of  a  par- 
^cnUr  interest,  a  favored  class,  will  prevent  the 
consumption  of  any  domestic  fabrics  which  are 
l^t  produced  within  their  own  limits.  Economy 
in  eipenditore,  from  necessity,  will  become  the 
order  of  the  day,  and  no  one  will  be  disposed  to 
girchase  what  he  may  be  able  to  produce  at  home. 
However  manufactures^  then,  may  succeed  in 
driTiog  foreign  competition  irom  our  markets, 
18th  Coif .  1st  Se8b^22 


they  will  not  be  successful  in  their  attempt  to 
force  the  consumption  of  their  fabrics  upon  us  at 
the  extravagant  prices  this  bill  will  authorize 
them  to  demand.  We,  too,  sir,  may  be  taught  to 
encourage  home  industry,  and,  if  compelled  to 
become  independent  of  foreign  manufactures,  we 
may  be  induced  to  question  the  policy  wnich 
would  make  us  tributarv  to  those  of  our  own 
country.  But,  sir,  should  this  bill  pass,  would  it 
afibrd  the  relief  anticipated  by  domestic  manu- 
factures 1  As  it  is  not  proposed  to  loan  money 
to  our  manufacturers,  it  is  obvious  this  measure 
will  not  directly  increase  the. capital  employed. 
Its  only  immediate  effect  will  be  to  increase  the 
profits  of  that  capital.  But,  it  is  believed  that 
those  who  are  most  importunate  for  relief,  pos- 
sess least  of  this  capital ;  while  the  real  capi- 
talists are  satisfied  with  the  existing  duties; 
wisely  preferring  stability  in  your  laws,  with 
certam  profits,  to  those  fluctuations  inseparable 
from  frequent  changes,  and  whose  results  defy  all 
calculations.  Should  this  bill  become  a  law,  the 
profits  of  the  capital  now  employed,  under  skilful 
management,  will  be  immense.  But  this  extra- 
ordinary management  must  soon  attract  so  much 
additional  capital  and  labor  into  this  favored  em- 
ployment, as  to  overstock  the  market  with  the 
fabrics  which  would  be  produced;  and,  unless 
sustained  by  new  stimulants,  the  whole  system, 
like  the  bloated  carcase  of  an  epicure,  must  sink 
beneath  the  weight  of  its  own  indulgences.  Nor 
could  any  relief  be  anticipated  from  exportation  ; 
for,  if  our  manufacturers  are  unable  to  compete 
at  home  with  foreign  fabrics,  having  the  advan- 
tage of  the  existing  duties,  how  can  they  hope  to 
succeed  in  other  markets  without  the  aid  of  any 
duty,  and  burdened  with  all  the  charges  of  expor- 
tation ?  Those,  therefore,  who  possess  but  little 
capital  would  realize  comparatively  no  benefit 
from  this  measure,  while  such  as  are  in  the  skilful 
employment  of  an  adequate  sum  would  hazard 
the  loss  of  the  regular  profits  which  they  now 
enjoy  in  the  vain  hope  of  securing  greater.  I 
cannot  perceive,  then,  that  this  restrictive  policy 
would  benefit  ultimately,  even  the  manufacturers 
themselves;  and  as  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  its 
deleterious  operation  on  the  interests  of  all  other 
classes  of  the  community,  I  must  be  permitted  to 
express  a  hope  that  my  motion  will  prevail ;  and 
that  the  bill  will  finally  be  rejected. 


TuEsnAT,  May  4. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  to  exchange 
five  arpents  of  land,  on 'the  south  side  of  the  pub- 
lic lot  at  Baton  Rouge,  for  an  equal  quantity  of 
land  on  the  north  side  of  said  lot ;"  and  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Slough ;" 
reported  them  severally  without  Amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  issuing  a  register  to  the  brig 
William,  of  New  York ;  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  executors  of  John  B.  Mebane 
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to  collect  certain  arrears  of  tax ;"  retried  them 
severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll,  of  Duddiogtoo, 
and  others,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Lauderman  :"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Charles  Brad- 
ford," reported  them,  severally,  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Firman  and  others;'' 
and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ma- 
turin  Guichot ;"  reported  them  severally,  without 
amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  LaAds  were  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Fry  and  Spalding," 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  McIlvaine,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden  and  others ;" 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  ine  relief  of  Robert 
Strain;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Landie  Richardson ;"  reported  them, 
severally,  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson ;" 
and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
ment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas 
Staniford ;"  and  concurr^  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thaddeus  May- 
hew  ;"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  three  bills  yesterdav  brought  up  for  con- 
curence,  were  severally  read  twice,  by  unanimous 
consent 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Brotherton,"  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ed- 
ward Evans,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  J. 
Ottramare,"  was  referred  to  ihe  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
^  10  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on 
imports,"  was  aj^in  taken  up  for  consideration, 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  question  was  upon  the  motion  submitted 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Elliott,  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  proviso,  which  establishes  thv 
minimum  upon  which  the  duties  on  cotton  cloths 


and  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread,  are  to  be  calcu- 
lated. 

Mr.  Rugoles  spoke  in  opposition  to  this  anaend- 
ment ;  on  the  general  ground  that  the  maouftc- 
tures  of  the  country  ought  to  be  encouraged ;  and, 
in  particular,  those  which  were  in  geaerai  use, 
and  of  absolute  necessity,  and  for  the  manufactore 
of  which  we  possess  adequate  means. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  President :  The  honorable  Senator  who  has 
jtist  sat  down  has  selected  the  cotton  manufac- 
ture, as  indicating,  by  its  success,  both  the  course 
we  ought  to  pursue  as  to  the  woollen,  and  ereo  as 
to  the  entire  system,  without  di.^criminating  be- 
tween the  facilities  attached  to  cotton,  and  with- 
out taking  any  general  view  of  the  consequences 
to  be  expected  from  the  entire  bill.    Each  of  its 
items  is  said  to  be  a  national  object,  and  each  of 
its  speculations,  however  local  or  selfish,  conceals 
its  true  character,  by  assuming  an  epithet  used  bf 
avarice  to  deceive  iffnoranee.    There  is  no  better 
mode  of  detecting  the  artifice,  and  anticipating  its 
designs,  than  that  of  reviewing  the  projects  which 
have  heretofore  promised  national  blessings,  and 
inflicted  national  calamities.  Of  these  I  have  see& 
a  succession,  calculated  to  raise  up  a  {>ecuQiary 
aristocracv,  at  the  eipense  of  labor  and  industry; 
while  eacn  project  as  loudly  protested  that  it  onlf  | 
contemplated  the  good  of  the  nation,  as  is  done 
by  the  several  items  of  this  bill. 

The  first  of  these  projects  occurred  on  the  es- 
tablishment of  this  (jrovernment.  The  Revolo- 
tionary  war  had  thrown  into  circulation  a  paper 
currency.  State  and  Federal,  of  various  denomi- 
nations, such  as  paper  money,  certificates,  and 
final  settlements.  Every  body  had  obtained  some 
of  these  currencies,  and  all  had  greatly  depreciated. 
Under  the  pretext  of  establishing  national  credit 
a  combination  of  men  was  formed,  who  ingeni- 
ously got  possession  of  certain  descriptions  of  these 
currencies,  and  effected  a  conversion  of  them,  both 
principal  and  interest,  into  specie;  leaving  the 
great  bulk  of  paper  currencies,  founded  upon  as- 
sarances  equally  solemn,  and  circulated  by  the 
same  necessity,  to  P^n^h  withoQt  redemptioa. 
Thb  mass  being  diffused  among  the  people,  the; 
purpose  of  the  proposed  national  project  would 
not  have  been  effected,  had  the  same  d^ree  of 
justice  been  rendered  to  all.  Nfext  followed,  for 
the  national  good,  also  the  assumption  of  the  State 
debts;  but  it  resulted  in  giving  a  specie  valoe  to 
such  portions  of  State  currencies  as  had  been  mo- 
nopolized, and  leaving  the  rest  to  perish.  Bank- 
ing was  the  next  project  brought  forward,  also  fo< 
the  national  good ;  and  how  far  it  has  fulfilled  thi^ 
profession,  or  whether  it  has  only  effected  its  real 
design  of  transferring  wealth  from  industry  to 
fraud,  the  Senate  knows.  A  tariff,  to  introduce 
and  nourish  manufactures,  was  the  next  national 
project.  It  professed  a  detestation  of  every  mef 
eenary  view;  and  patriots— disinterested  patriots 
— ^were  even  dug  out  of  the  earth  in  geological 
masses.  The  pension  law  was  the  last  project 
which  I  shall  recur  to,  in  order  to  illustrate  tb« 
pretext  of  national  good,  always  tised  and  seldom 
fulfilled. 
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Iq  order,  sir,  to  display  the  efiecto  of  this  sac- 
eessioD  of  national  projeets,  I  hare  prepared  an 
account,  every  item  of  which  is  extracted  from,  or 
sustaioed  by,  documents  from  the  several  depart- 
ments, but  chiefly  from  the  returns  of  the  Senate's 
resolation  on  the  first  day  of  Mafch,  1833^  which 
1  bad  tbe  honor  to  propose,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining facts  to  be  used  upon  this  subject,  expected 
to  occur  at  the  present  session. 

Buu  before  I  adduce  the  account  extracted  from 
tbae  returns.  I  must  premise  that  the  contrast 
thereby  exhibited  between  nine  and  seventeen 
States  is  by  no  means  intended  as  a  complaint 
against  the  former,  as  States,  on  account  of  the 
great  pecuniary  advantages  thev  already  enjoy. 
These,  so  far  as  they  are  derived  from  the  legiti- 
mate sources  of  superior  skill  and  industry,  do  not 
excite  any  envy  in  the  Southern  States.  Far  from 
grudging  them  their  just  acquisitions  of  wealth, 
we  participate  in  these  eenuine  exhibitions  of 
prosperity,  and  rejoice  in  the  sticcess  of  their  hon* 
est  industry.  We  complain  only  of  legislative 
frauds,  by  which  our  property  to  a  great  extent, 
and  theirs  to  some  amount,  is  transferred  from 
poverty  to  affluence — from  labor  to  ease—^ind  from 
industry  to  idleness.  We  complain,  independent- 
ly of  the  gross  oppression  thus  mflicted  upon  indi- 
viduals, that  this  policy  is  merely  a  copy  of  the 
£aglish  combination  between  the  Government 
and  capitalists,  and  only  tends  towards  the  estab- 
Mment  of  a  pecuniary  aristocracy,  such  as  that 
produced  in  England  by  the  same  process.  We 
complain  that  this  policy,  so  oppressive  to  a  ma- 
jority, and  so  adverse  to  the  principles  by  which 
alone  a  just  and  free  government  can  be  pre- 
serred,  has  already  proceeded  here  with  such  vast 
strides  as  that  this  legislative  giant  has  become  a 
match— perhaps  an  overmatch — for  agriculture, 
skip-building,  and  commerce,  united.  We  be- 
lieve that  this  aristocrat ical  pecuniary  combina- 
tion will  constitute  a  more  oppressive  government 
kere  than  in  England,  because  there  it  can  only 
mtrigue  with  a  very  few  interests ;  whereas  here 
it  eao  enlist  geographical  and  local  interests,  as 
UBtraments  to  work  on  its  side  and  provide  for  its 
avarice.  In  England,  the  agricultural  interest  is 
very  diffimnt  from  ours — ^it  is  that  of  landlords, 
nailed  by  one  impulse,  too  powerful  to  be  coerced, 
aod  reqnirinjg  equivalencies.  Here  the  a j;ricultu- 
rtl  interest  is  divided  by  climates  and  dissimilar 
products.  The  legislative  pecuniary  aristocracy 
bere  may  therefore  enlist  auxiliaries  oy  local  par- 
tialities, wbich  it  cannot  do  in  England.  It  may 
g^  votes  by  induleences^  to  wool-growers  and 
aemp-growers,  and  draw  recruits  from  agriculture 
itself,  to  fight  in  its  mercenary  ranks.  This  fact 
^ibly  illustrates  the  intention  of  the  Constitu- 
tion in  giving  to  Congress  a  power  "to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations^  and  among  the 
several  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes;"  to  use 
tbe  Word  commerce  in  accordance  with  the  princi- 
pU'sof  the  Union  and  the  local  independence  of 
tne  Slates ;  to  use  it  in  the  same  sense  obviously 
annexed  to  it  in  the  cases  of  foreign  nations  and 
Indian  tribes.  As  a  pecuniary  arihtocracy  could 
not  convert  these  nations  and  tribes  into-vicrims 


for  feeding  its  avarice,  in  virtue  of  the  word  com- 
merce, so  that  word  was  never  intended  to  invest 
it  with  a  power  of  rioting  upon  the  entrails  of 
devoted  States.  The  uniformity  required  in  the 
imposition  of  imposts  and  other  taxes,  corresponds 
with  a  construction  of  this  word  which  leaves 
unimpaired  the  local  justice  and  security  intended 
to  be  established  by  this  uniformity,  and  visibly 
interdicts  the  destruction  of  one  of  the  plainest 
principles  of  our  Federal  Union,  by  giving  to  a 
single  word,  used  in  a  particular  case,  and  limited 
to  a  special  application,  a  meaning  which  would 
obliterate  substantially  the  uniformity  required, 
and  expose  the  members  of  the  Union  to  the  frauds 
and  oppressions  which  this  rule  was  intended  to 
prevent. 

I  return  to  the  account  presently  to  be  exhibited 
to  the  Senate.  It  consists  of  a  retrospective  view 
of  the  projects  called  national,  by  which  the  nation 
has  been  deluded  to  submit  to  an  unconstitutional 
tribute,  both  fraudulent  and  oppressive.  Sir.  it  is 
right  to  follow  the  example  ol  one  of  the  freest 
nations  commemorated  by  history,  in  calling  a 
spade  a  ypade.  The  capitalists,  however,  whose 
wd/are  is  not  recited  as  an  object  of  taxation  by 
the  CoDstitution,  have,  with  wonderful  ingenuity, 
persuaded  us  that  a  spade  is  a  punch-ladle ;  and 
whilst  they  are  loading  us  with  tools  to  be  labori- 
ously used  for  their  benefit,  contend  that  spades, 
ploughs^  and  pitchforks,  are  instruments  of  lux- 
ury, filled  with  excellent  viands,  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  agriculturists.  This  exceeds  the  ingenu- 
ity of  Lord  Pet^,  in  Swift's  Tale  of  a  TuL  who 
contended  that  a  crust  of  breAd  was  a  leg  of  mut- 
ton— both  of  these  might  be  eaten. 

The  following  account  is  extracted  from  ofll- 
cial  reports,  exhibiting  the  pecuniary  advantages 
of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts.  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut.  Vermont,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania.  The  Territories  are 
included  under  the  name  of  States,  to  avoid  fre- 
quent distinctions,  and  to  make  the  contrast  com- 
plete. 

Impost  and  tonnage  duties  annnally       -  $23,938,1 14 ' 
Deduct  the  portion  collected  in  the  seven- 
teen Sutes         -  ...      3,678,736 

ColleeCed  in  the  nine  States  -        -        -    80,263,878 
Deduct  one-thiid  as  paid^or  eoosumed  by 
the  Bine  States  ....     6.751,136 


Paid  or  oonsnoMd  by  the  seventeen  States    13,508,852 

Vteii^s  o^  Tonnage,        === 
Tcmnsge,  including  foreign  trade,  coast- 
ing, and  fishery  ....      1,324,699 
Bed  act  oneoseventh  owned  by  the  aeven- 

teen  States 189,842 


Owned  by  the  nine  States 


1,135,457 


Annual  profit  of  tonnage  owned  by  the 

nine  States  at  $20  a  ton     -        -        -  $82,709,140 

Deduct  one-third  conaumed  by  the  nine 

Sutes 7,569,713 


Annual  gain  by  the  nine  States  from  ton- 
nage - 15,139,437 


679 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


680 


Senate. 


2%«  ThHff  BilL 


Mat,  1824. 


Second  view  of  Tonnage. 

Foreign  trade  tonqage  reported  in  1816 
Deduct  one-seventh  owned  by  the  sev- 
enteen  States     .        .        -        .        . 

Deduct  one-third  aa  consumed  by  the 
nine  States        ..... 

Consumed  by  the  seventeen  States 


Tons. 
800,769 

114,397 


338,787 
457,576 


Annual  gain  of  the  nine  States  at  $20  a 
ton $9,161,600 


Third  view  of  Tmnage* 

Hay  15,  1823,  a  committee  reported  the 
annual  gain  of  the  United  States  from 
foreign  trade  tonnage  to  bo         -        -  $80,000,000 

Deduct  one-seventh  as  owned  by  the  sev- 
enteen Sutes     3,667,143 

17,142,858 
Deduct  one-third   as  consumed  by  the 

nineSUtes 6,714,386 

Annual  gain  of  the  nine  from  the  seven- 
teen States         11,438,673 


So  far,  sir,  these  facts  are  stated  as  a  basis  for 
the  two  first  itenis  in  the  following  aceoant ;  and 
as  from  the  Treasury  report  it  appears  that  less 
than  one^seventh  of  the  impost  and  tonnage  du- 
ties are  collected  in  the  seventeen  States,  their 
share  of  importations  and  tonnage  is  apparently 
rated  too  high. 

Annual  imports  of  the  United  States  about  $77,000,000 
Deduct  one-seventh  supposed  to  be  im- 
ported by  the  seventeen  States   -        -    11,000,000 

66,000,000 
Deduct  one-third  consumed  by  the  nine 
Stotes 33,000,000 


Balance  in  favor  of  the  nine  States        .    44,000,000 


Commercial  profit  on  this  balance,  drawn 
annually  by  the  nine  from  the  seven- 
teen States  at  10  per  cent  -        -    $4,400,000 

Annual  gain  on  the  balance  of  tonnage 
by  the  nine  from  the  seventeen  Sutes     11,438,678 

Interest  of  national  debt  annually  re- 
ceived by  the  nine  States    $5,079,483 

Interest  received  by  the  sev- 
enteen Sutes ...         663,343 


Balance  of  interest  received  by  the  nine 
States 

Amount  of  incorporated  manufacturing 
capital  in  the  United  States  return- 
ed ...        .  $70,656,600 

Add  the  factory  capital  of 

Rhode  Island  not  returned      3,000,000 

Add  for  twenty-eight  incor^ 
porated  factories  of  unlim- 
ited capital  in  Vermont  .      1,000,000 


4,516,339 


Amount 


-    78,666,600 


Deduct  the  ineoiporated  cap- 
ital of  the  seventeen  States      4,466,600 


69,190,000 
Deduct  a  moiety  as  possibly 

unemployed    ...    34,596,000 

Balance  of  factory  capital  in 
the  nine  States        -        -    34,596,000 


Annual  gain  by  factories  from  consu- 
mers on  this  balance  if  the  duties  only 
average  twenty  per  cent    -        -        - 

Annual  amount  of  pensions  under  the 
pension  law    .        -        -  $1,334,788 

Deduct  received  by  the  sev- 
enteen  States  -        -         388,068 


6,919,000 


Annual  gain  by  the  nine  States  at  this 
time — ^heretofore  it  was  more,  hereaf- 
ter it  will  be  less        .... 

Annual  gain  of  the  nine  beyond  the  sev- 
enteen States,  by  the  United  Sutes 
Bank 


1,046,7» 


146,038 


Annual  draft  by  the  nine  from  the  seven- 

teen  States $28,456,585 


A  few  remarks,  sir,  may  be  necessary  to  show 
the  moderation  and  efiecu  of  this  sutement  No 
profit  is  charged  to  factory  owners  upon  $4,466,- 
500  of  incorporated  capital  in  the  serenteen  States. 
If  one  half  is  unemployed,  they  receive  upon  the 
other  half  annually  $446,650,  which,  added  to  the 
factory  acquisition  charged,  increases  it  to  an  an- 
nual tax  upon  consumers  of  $7,365,650,  under  the 
existing  tarifil 

The  whole  amount  aDnually  drawn  by  the  nine 
from  the  seventeen  States  is  $28,456,585  accord- 
ing to  this  statement.  Of  this  sum,  12,628,014  h 
imposed  by  legal  contrivances,  and  $15,828,572 
sained  bv  tonnage  and  importations.  Is  a  policy 
beneficial  to  the  people  of  the  nine  States,  by  which 
the^  are  exposed  to  a  risk  of  losing  the  income 
they  derive  from  tonnage  and  importations,  for 
the  sake  of  extorting  a  tribute  from  industry, 
amounting  to  $7,365,650,  of  which  they  must  pay 
a  portion,  to  be  bestowed  upon  a  capitalist  in- 
terest ? 

The  Senate  will  observe  that  the  resalta  of  the 
computation  are  probably  too  low  to  a  considera- 
ble extent.    No  profit  is  charged  on  the  adraoee 
of  duties  by  the  nine  States,  though,  as  these  are 
added  to  the  cost  of  the  goods,  and  long  crediu 
given  for  them,  they  must  produce  a  large  profit. 
No  coasting  tonnage  profit  is  charged,  though  that 
also  must  te  great.    The  bounties  to  the  fisheries 
are  noticed.  One  half  of  the  manofacturinff  cap- 
ital is  deducted,  and  the  profit  only  computed  uj)oa 
the  other  halt.    The  profit  made   by  the  nine 
States  from  the  Bank  or  the  United  States  is  cer- 
tainly too  low.      The  charge  of  one-seventh  of 
tonnage  and  importations  to  the  seventeen  States 
exceeds  the  reports.    And  the  gain  of  ten  per 
centum  on  the  commercial  business  done  by  the 
nine  for  the  seventeen  States  is  probably  too  low, 
as  it  includes  both  the  profit  made  on  goods  sold, 
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aod  on  prodacu  purchased.  Ic  will  also  be  disco?- 
ered,  by  gentlemeo  better  acquainted  with  the 
subject  tbaa  I  am,  that  sundry  items  which  would 
hare  increased  the  inequality,  are  omitted  in  the 
accooDl. 

Sir,  the  deficiency  of  tonnage  and  importations 
in  the  seventeen  States  must  arise  from  some 
cause.  They  ha?e  water,  wood,  and  iron,  and 
yet  are  almost  without  ships  or  commerce,  except 
at  the  three  points  of  Baltimore,  Charleston,  and 
New  Orleans.  What  can  this  cause  be  but  the 
annual  drafts  from  their  capital?  Before  these 
drafts  were  carried  to  their  present  enormity,  the 
Southern  States  imported  cniefly  for  themsel?es 
and  bad  begun  to  build  vessels.  Why  is  it  that 
^e  eoomerated  points  suffer  less  by  thb  defraud- 
ing policy  than  the  other  parts  of  the  seventeen 
States?  Because  Baltimore  and  Charleston  re- 
ceive a  considerable  share  of  the  tribute  it  imposes, 
and  New  Orleans  is  too  far  from  the  nine  States 
to  hare  its  commerce  intercepted.  But  even  these 
points  suffer  considerably  by  the  drafts  coerced 
from  tbe  people,  upon  whose  prosperity  theirs  de- 
pends, for  patronizing  a  pecuniary^  aristocracy  by 
fraudulent  laws. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said,  that,  if  the  seventeen 
Slates  did  not  employ  northern  importers  and 
tonnage,  they  must  emplov  British.  But  this 
woold  not  follow,  unless  Britain  could  prevent 
them  from  importing,  or  building  ships,  bv  legis- 
iatJDg  away  their  capital,  as  she  did  oefore  the 
Revolution.  Factories  cannot  be  built,  nor  man- 
ufactures carried  on,  it  is  said,  without  capital. 
How,  then,  can  ships  be  built,  or  the  importing 
business  be  carried  on,  by  the  seventeen  States, 
whilst  exposed  to  an  enormous  annual  draft  from 
their  capital  ?  Protection  means  onl^  capital  or 
monopoly.  Do  not  commerce  and  ship  building 
languish  in  the  seventeen  States?  Why,  then, 
take  away  protection  from  them,  if  capital  must 
be  called  by  that  treacherous  name? 

It  is  also  said  that  the  balance  of  trade  with 
foreign  nations  is  against  us ;  and  this  being  as*- 
spmed  as  a  fact,  is  repeatedly  urged  as  a  conclu- 
sive argument  in  favor  of  the  tariff.  The  arsu- 
ment  is,  however,  generally  admitted  to  be  delu- 
£ire.  A  commercial  balance  of  trade  cannot  be 
measured  by  mone^  nor  by  custom-houses  with 
accuracv.  The  prices  at  which  the  exchanged 
commodities  sell,  and  the  difference  of  labor  em- 
ployed in  their  production,  owing  to  different  cli- 
inates  and  soils,  go  deeply  into  the  subject.  As  it 
is  impossible  to  discover  these,  and  manv  other 
facts,  necessary  to  bestow  certainty  upon  tne  esti- 
tnate,  the  conclusion  assumed  is  obviously  a  de- 
ception. But,  admitting  it  to  be  true,  how  stands 
tbe  balance  of  trade  between  the  nine  and  the 
seventeen  States  ?  If  a  balance  of  trade  between 
nations  and  the  United  States  is  ruinous  to  the 
latter,  will  a  balance  of  trade  against  the  seven- 
teen States,  and  in  favor  of  the  nine,  enrich  the 
former  ?  There  is,  however,  an  obvious  distinc- 
tion between  a  supposed  pecuniary  balance  aris- 
ing from  commerce,  and  a  pecuniary  balance  aris- 
ing from  a  tribute.  Although  the  former  cannot 
he  correctly  measured  by  money,  the  latter  may. 


Thus,  it  mav  happen  that  the  apparent  balance 
in  favor  of  the  nine  States  may  be  somewhat  di- 
minished by  the  inexplicable  operations  of  com- 
merce, whilst  the  tribute  paid  by  one  country  to 
another,  by  a  nation  to  a  despot,  or  by  the  seven- 
teen States  to  a  pecuniary  aristocracy,  admits  of 
little  or  no  compensation.  The  latter  constitutes 
a  balance,  not  of  a  commercial  character,  but  be- 
tween industry  and  oppression,  paid  by  one,  and 
received  by  the  other.  It  is  true  that  both  bank- 
ing and  the  tariff,  which  operate  in  the  same  way 
upon  these  objects,  promise  a  compensation  to  in- 
dustry, as  an  indemnity  for  their  spoliations,  and 
we  have  now  been  in  search  of  tnis  indemnity 
for  above  twenty  years.  Have  we  found  it  ?  In- 
dustry relies  upon  faith  alone  for  salvation,  like 
an  ultra  Christian,  and  rejects  visible  works  as 
wholly  ineffectual.  The  Deity  may  reward  us 
for  our  faith ;  but  what  proof  did  a  pecuniary 
project  or  an  aristocracy  ever  give  of  a  title  to 
this  divine  attribute?  Alas !  poor  human  nature. 
Where  is  its  boasted  intellect  or  dignity  ?  It  wants 
clothes,  and  strips  itself  to  adorn  an  aristocracy. 
It  wants  food,  and  starves  itself  to  feed  an  aristoc- 
racy. It  wants  drink,  and  thirsts  to  drench  an 
aristocracy.  It  wants  a  circulating  currency, 
and,  to  obtain  it,  pays  to  an  aristocracy  annual 
millions  for  a  fraudulent  one.  Could  it  deprive  itself 
of  air  and  water  for  the  same  reasons,  it  would  pro- 
bably give  further  proofs  of  its  wisdom,  and  render 
its  manufactory  or  privations  for  itself  complete. 
And  it  is  induced  to  suffer  all  these  privations  by 
the  delusion  of  an  imaginary  balance  of  trade 
with  foreign  nations. 

History  offers  us  many  proofs  that  this  balance 
is  imaginary.  I  shall  cite  but  two.  Russia  was 
raised  from  barbarism  and  poverty  to  civilization 
and  wealth,  by  exchanging  her  agricultural  pro- 
ducts for  European  manufactures  during  several 
centuries.  The  same  commerce,  previously  to 
their  revolution  enabled  the  provinces  to  subdue  a 
wilderness,  and  to  obtain  unexampled  prosperity 
and  happiness.  This  arose  from  an  exchange  of 
agricultural  for  manufactured  products,  by  wnich 
exchange  mutual  demands  were  created,  and  mu- 
tual w^th  and  happiness  diffused.  It  might  be 
difficult  to  ascertain  whether  Britain  or  the  prov- 
inces flourished  most  during  the  period  that  this 
commerce  was  suffered  to  regulate  itself.  Then 
there  were  no  banks  nor  tariSs  to  rob  agriculture 
of  its  income,  and  enrich  an  aristocratical  order 
of  men ;  and  exchanges,  although  confined  to 
Britain,  embraced  such  a  multitude  of  individu- 
als, as  to  endow  the  provinces  with  happiness 
and  an  ever-growing  prosperity.  At  length,  Brit- 
ain, discerning  the  rapid  acquisitions  of  the  prov- 
inces arising  from  these  commercial  exchanges, 
became  envious  of  their  wealth,  and  resolved  to 
fleece  them  of  it  by  taxing  them  to  enrich  herself. 
She  resolved  to  constitute  herself  by  laws  into  a 
pecuniary  aristocracy,  and  supplant  the  effects  of 
commercial  exchanges,  by  creating  the  oppressive 
balance  measured  by  money,  buch  a  tribute 
would  have  been  precisely  similar  to  the  tribute 
imposed  by  banks  and  protecting  tariffs,  to  bestow 
money  on  an  internal  aristocracy.    But  our  gal- 
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lant  and  wise  ancestors,  discerning  the  difference 
between  a  tribute  to  an  aristocracy  and  commer- 
cial exchanges,  took  up  arms  to  repel  the  former 
project  in  its  infancy,  and  free  themselves  from 
the  meditated  oppression.  Can  we,  their  sons, 
discern  no  difference  between  paying  taxes  to  en- 
rich domestic  pecuniary  combinations,  or  to  ob- 
tain the  blessings  of  a  just  and  free  (Government? 
Will  taxation,  for  the  coffers  of  wealth,  pay  the 
national  debt,  or  transmit  the  same  degree  of  lib- 
erty to  onr  descendants,  which  we  received  from 
our  forefathers?  Have  we  so  degenerated,  as  to 
be  blind  to  that  futurity  to  which  their  foresight 
extended  ? 

A  curious  pair  of  reasons  is  ur^d  in  defence  of 
the  protecting  tariff  project.  It  is  often  said  that 
competition  will  destroy  prosperity,  and  also  that 
it  will  produce  it.  In  support  of  the  first  assertion, 
the  manufacturing  factories  loudly  urge  the  pros- 
perity they  enjoyed  in  periods  of  war  and  embargo. 
In  support  of  the  second,  they  insist,  that  compe- 
tition among  themselves  will  in  time  produce  na- 
tional prosperity,  by  recreating  the  violated  justice 
of  a  fair  principle.  But  why  is  this  hostage  for 
protecting  property,  by  securing  it  against  the 
aggressions  of  leeal  frauds  for  transferring  it  to 
avaricious  capitalists,  to  be  suspended  in  order  to 
revive  it  ?  why  should  it  be  Killed  now,  from  a 
hope  of  a  joyful  resurrection  ? 

The  regret  for  the  loss  of  war  and  embargoes 
expressed  by  the  factory  capitalists,  is  an  iuus- 
tration  of  the  prosperity  to  be  reaped  by  a  pecu- 
niary aristocracy*  from  the  destruction  of  compe- 
tition ;  and  the  joy  expressed  by  the  people  on  the 
restoration  of  their  prosperity  when  these  calam- 
ities ceased,  is  a  proof  of  the  general  prosperity 
produced  by  competition.  A  protecting  duty  tariff 
is,  in  fact,  a  war  or  an  embargo  in  disguise,  pro- 
ducing partially  the  very  same  evils  producea  by 
similar  causes,  under  different  names.  The  de- 
grees or  extent  of  these  evils,  does  not  alter  their 
nature,  however  they  may  graduate  the  calamity; 
just  as  the  same  cause  graduates  the  fluctuations 
of  quicksilver  in  a  thermometer,  partial  monopo- 
lies produce  mischiefs  comparative  only  in  relation 
to  complete  monopolies,  produced  by  wars  and 
embargoes;  but  they  are  founded  in  the  same 
principle,  and,  if  pushed  to  their  utmost  extent, 
would  terminate  in  the  policy  of  a  perpetual  war 
or  embargo.  They  are  less  expensive  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  less  destructive  of  their  wealth  and  hap- 
piness than  complete  monopolies,  but,  though  a 
more  tolerable  oppression,  they  are  still  oppressive. 

The  enormous  extent  of  this  oppression,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  seventeen  States,  will  be  seen,  by 
recollecting  the  account  which  I  have  stated  to 
the  Senate.  By  that  it  appears  clearly,  I  think, 
that  the  capitalists  created  and  nurtured  by  laws, 
residing  in  the  nine  States^  are  now  annually  re- 
ceiving above  twelve  millions  drawn  from  the 
seventeen.  This  considerably  exceeds  the  taxes 
paid  by  the  nine  States,  and  therefore,  if  States 
were  only  to  be  considered  in  estimating  taxation 
and  distributing  money  by  laws,  it  is  apparent 
that  the  nine  States  pay  no  taxes  at  all,  and  are, 
indeed,  receiving  a  tribute  from  the  seventeen,  be- 


cause the  acquisition  of  the  pecuniary  aristocracir 
residing  within  the  nine  States,  exceeds  the  sum 
paid  by  these  States  in  taxes.  The  observation, 
nowever,  does  not  apply  to  the  peaple  of  those 
nine  States,  who  are  not  pecuniary  capitalists. 
They  are  defrauded  by  their  contributions  to  the 
legal  aristocracy,  but  not  to  the  same  extent  with 
the  people  of  the  other  States. 

I  return,  sir,  to  the  doctrines  of  competition, 
contending  that  it  is  both  good  and  bad.    The 
capitalists,  whilst  courting  agriculture  for  the  sake 
of  her  fortune,  are  obligra  to  advance  contradic- 
tions by  first  telling  her  that  protection  against 
competition  is  necessary  for  their  prosperity ;  and 
then,  that  a  destruction  of  this  protection  by  com- 
petition is  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of  all  other 
interests.    And  agriculture,  as  if  blinded  by  love, 
has  been  for  years  the  dupe  of  this  kind  of  reason- 
ing.   Admitting  that  competition  between  nations 
is  a  bad  thine,  and  that  a  national  monopoly  is  a 
e[ood  one,  it  does  not  follow  that  internal  monopo- 
Res,  by  which  one  neighbor  robs  another,  are  also 
flood.    But,  excluding  the  idea  of  monopolies  in- 
flicted by  ourselves   upon  ourselves,  upon  the 
whole  industrious  class  of  society,  to  enrich  a 
very  few  of  its  unproductive  members ;  let  as  ad- 
mit that  it  is  wise  policy  in  one  nation  to  establish 
a  monopoly  which  shall  bring  into  its  cofkrs  the 
industry  or  another,  and  very  foolish  policy  in  the 
plundered  nation  to  submit,  like  ignorant  savages, 
to  the  operation.    Here  we  have  twenty-six  na- 
tions concerned  in  the  scramble  for  money.    If  it 
is  wise  for  nine  of  them  to  get  it  from  seventeen, 
by  a  long  list  of  tariff  monopolies,  would  it  not 
also  be  wise  for  the  seventeen  to  keep  their  own 
money,  if  they  have  any  means  of  doing  so  ?    Bat 
how  can  they  do  it  ?    By  the  same  means  which 
are  used,  as  is  said,  to  prevent  a  British  nation 
brioging  their  manufactures  here  to  set  away  the 
money  of  an  American  nation.    A  Vir^nian  na- 
tion may  use  these  means  to  prevent  its  money 
from  heiof  carried  off  by  a  Rhode  Island,  or  any 
other  nation.    The  notion  that  the  twenty-six 
States  are  but  one  nation,  is  similar  to  an  asser- 
tion that  the  kingdoms  and  principalities  of  Ger* 
many,  probably  as  numerous,  constitute ,  but  one 
nation^  and,  therefore,  that  there  would  be  no 
harm  if  some  of  them  could  get  the  money  of  the 
others  by  monopolies  or  protecting  duties.    If  this 
was  attempted,  would  not  some  members  of  the 
Gkrmanic  Confederation  be  justifiable  in  using 
the  means  to  keep  their  money,  used  by  others  to 
get  it  ? 

Tariffs,  operating  internally,  are  simply  excises, 
with  only  one  difierence ;  the  former  cut  off  or 
take  away  money  from  some  citizens  to  give  it  to 
others ;  the  latter  transfer  the  money  to  a  Gov- 
ernment. I  remember,  however,  the  case  of  an 
excise  which  happened  whilst  I  was  a  youth, 
bearing  a  great  similitude  to  a  tariff.  At  that 
time,  in  the  country  where  I  lived,  there  were 
great  bodies  of  uncultivated  lands  called  ranges, 
very  convenient  for  raising  hogs.  But  it  unfor- 
tunately happened  that  a  race  of  men  appeared 
who  introduced  the  habit  of  excisinff  this  agricul- 
tural product  most  severely.    At  length  a  hog 
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raiser  agreed  to  give  the  hog  exciser  ten  per  cent. 
of  his  aoQual  crop  of  ho^,  if  he  would  consent  to 
his  keeping  the  rest  for  his  own  use.  After  a  year 
or  two,  xSq  hog  exciseman  told  the  hog  owner 
that  he  could  not  prosper  without  further  protec- 
tioD,  and  the  hog  owner,  thinking  it  better  to  save 
some  of  bis  hogs  than  none,  agreed  to  ffive  him 
twenty  per  cent,  of  his  hogs  if  he  would  let  him 
keep  the  rest.  But  the  hog  exciseman  was  ren- 
dered by  this  twenty  per  cent,  still  more  eager  for 
farther  protection,  and  demanded  thirty,  which 
was  also  given  by  the  hog  raiser.  Even  this  did 
not  satisfy  this  tariff  or  excise  man,  and  his  de- 
mands became  so  extravagant  that  the  patience 
of  the  hog  raiser  was  exhausted,  and  in  great  an- 
^er  he  resolved  not  to  submit  any  longer  to  the 
imposition. 

Now  what  is  to  prevent  the  States,  whose  agri- 
cultural ]Nrofits  have  bee^  excised  and  excised, 
time  after  time,  by  tarifis  upon  tarifis,  until  they 
are  nearly  or  quite  cut  off,  from  using  excises,  for 
the  purpose  of  saving  these  profits.  If  a  thief  is 
in  (he  habit  of  cuttioe  away  the  purses  of  a  whole 
community,  surely  that  community  may  prevent 
him  from  bringing  his  knife  among  them.  By 
the  Constitution,  the  States  may.  undoubtedly, 
lay  excises  to  prevent  the  tariff  kniie  from  cutting 
away  their  purses.  They  may  extend  these  ex- 
cises, as  a  tariff  is  extended,  to  prohibitions.  If  it 
was  patriotic  and  magnanimous  in  Patrick  Henry 
to  exclaim  "  we  must  fight"  rather  than  submit 
to  some  trifling  taridk,  or  excises,  or  taxes,  imposed 
by  England  on  the  provinces,  will  it  be  also  mag- 
nanimous and  patriotic  in  States,  which  are  not  pro- 
rinces,  to  submit  to  the  perpetual  payment  of  an  im- 
position a  thousand  fold  greater,  to  obtain  the  ty- 
ranny of  a  pecuniary  aristocracy  ?  It  was  said,  tha  t 
as  God  made  iron  ore,  it  would  be  impious  not  to 
nse  it,  and  that  the  tariff,  as  to  iron,  is  necessary 
to  avoid  the  crime  of  n^lecting  to  cultivate  the 
design  of  Providence.  God  also  made  the  sea. 
Id  it  pious  to  intercept  the  comforts  and  blessings 
which  it  was  intended  to  distribute  throughout 
the  world,  by  a  tariff?  To  the  same  divine  crea- 
tion a  man  is  indebted  for  two  hands.  Would  it 
be  pious  to  transfer  one  hand  from  some  men  to 
others  7  A  tariff  to  enrich  a  capitalist  interest 
does  this,  since  there  is  no  difference  between 
taking  away  the  hand  itself,  or  what  it  produces. 

Bat  it  is  tortunale  that  the  States  need  not  fight 
to  prevent  the  hands  of  their  people  from  being 
amputated.  They  may  impose  prohibitory  ex- 
ci^  upon  Ufte  factory-knives  which  cut  away 
their  purses.  They  may  extend  such  excises  to 
the  four-footed  animals  coming  from  those  States 
which  have  fortuitously  concurred  in  whetting 
those  knives.  The  latter  is  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  save  the  remant  of  a  perishing  agriculture. 
in  the  States  which  receive  little  or  no  share  of 
the  factory  bounties.  Although  they  cannot  raise 
horses,  hogs,  and  cattle,"  and  the  tariff  principle, 
which  dictates  the  exclusion  of  foreign  compKsti- 
U(Mi  to  the  factories  for  the  encouragement  of 
manufactures,  dictates  to  the  suffering  States  the 
exclusion  ef  agricultural  competition,  for  the  en- 
eooragement  of  their  own  agriculture,  by  prohib- 


iting the  introduction  of  all  animals  which  they 
can  raise  themselves. 

Sir,  the  trade  in  live  stock  has  been,  and  might 
continue  to  be,  a  highly  beneficial  one  to  the  West- 
ern States,  and  yet  they  are  about  to  destroy  it  by 
impoverishing  their  customers  and  compelling  them 
to  raise  those  stocks  for  themselves,  under  the  no- 
tion that  the  tariff  bill  will  convert  the  Western 
people  into  manufacturers.  Europe  was  led  into  a 
competition  with  the  Turks  for  the  Holy  Land,  by 
a  monk,  who  is  said,  by  historians,  to  have  been  & 
mighty  orator,  and,  after  a  vast  expense  of  blood 
and  treasure,  the  competition  failed,  because,  oa 
the  part  of  the  Europeans,  it  was  an  effort  to 
break  down  the  laws  of  nature.  So  will  termi* 
nate  the  fatuity  of  the  Western  States.  The  laws  of 
nature  will  inevitably  frustrate  their  fanciful  com- 
petition with  the  Eastern  States,  in  manufactur- 
ing. They  are  remote  from  the  ocean.  Industry 
is  not  as  necessary  to  the  same  extent  for  their 
comfort,  as  to  the  Eastern  States.  Centuries  will 
elapse  before  their  population  will  become  sufiS- 
ciently  dense,  to  create  the  stimulus  of  want. 
And  long,  long,  will  it  be.  and  may  it  be,  before 
a  high-minded  people  shall  sacrifice  the  happiness 
and  comfort  of  possessing  the  rich  valleys  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  of  its  tributary  streams,  spacious 
enough  to  constitute  an  empire,  for  the  purpose 
of  waiting  upon  spindles,  plunging  into  an  hope- 
less competition,  and  placing  upon  a  throne  the 
tyrant  called  a  pecuniary  aristocracy. 

Sirj  the  Western  States  have  already  tried  the 
experiment,  and  are  writhing  under  its  lash. 
What  has  the  existing  tariff  done  for  them  ?  It 
has  for  vears,  with  inexorable  consistency,  taken 
away  the  money  annually  rained,  to  a  mat 
amount,  by  their  live  stock  traae.  Had  the  West- 
ern States,  during  this  period,  manufactured  for 
themselves,  instead  of  pursuing  the  phantom  of 
manufacturing  for  others,  this  money  would  have 
accumulated,  and  their  distresses  have  long  since 
disappeared.  Instead  of  this,  they  have  fostered 
the  system  of  a  capitalist  or  aristocratic  privileged 
interest,  and  this  system  has  swallowed  up  both 
their  money  and  the  money  of  the  Southern  States, 
the  diminution  of  whose  prosperity  diminishes 
theirs.  Severely  lashed  by  the  existing  tariff, 
they  expect  a  cure  for  their  wounds  from  repeti- 
tions 01  the  same  afiiicting  experiment.  TkeV 
have  engaged  in  a  crusade  to  acquire  wealta 
and  liberty  by  endowing  a  pecuniary  aristocracy, 
not  attended  by  the  poor  equivalent  of  residing 
among  them,  with  above  twelve  millions,  an- 
nually, already,  and  now  they  propose  greatly  to 
increase  the  slavish  contribution.  They  will,  ere 
long,  begin  to  compute  and  compare  their  waste 
money  and  liberty  upon  this  project,  with  the  mo- 
ney and  liberty  they  will  gain  by  a  tax  upon  hemp 
and  cotton  bagging. 

For.  in  truth,  this  is  not  a  tariff  bill  to  encourage 
manutactures.  It  is  a  bill  of  bargains,  to  enrich 
a  pecuniary  aristocracy.  This  aristocracy  is  a 
polygamist,  and  is,  by  this  bill,  courting  a  number 
of  local  interests,  with  a  design  to  marry  them 
for  the  sake  of  their  fortunes ;  and,  as  Spindle 
attempted  with  Lady  Truman,  it  proposes  to  bribe 
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them  with  small  portions  of  their  own  estates,  to 
get  the  rest  for  itself.  Only  gi?e  me,  says  the 
generous  husband,  about  sixteen  millions  per  an- 
num out  of  your  estates,  and  I  wilt  give  to  one 
sweetheart,  because  she  is  a  sturdy  lass,  and  has 
great  influence,  two  taxes,  one  apon  hemp  and 
another  upon  cotton  bagging,  by  which  means 
the  dear  girl  may  get  pin-money,  and  even  depre- 
ciated paper.  To  another  gentle  shepherdess,  I 
will  give  a  tax  upon  wool.  To  a  virago,  a  tax 
upon  iron ;  and  to  a  seafaring  nymph,  sundry 
little  intricate  trinkets.  Well,  the  courtship  may 
succeed  for  a  time,  but  I  foretell  that  these  mar- 
riages will  not  last  long,  and  that  the  avarice,  in- 
fidelity, and  insolence  of  the  husband,  will,  in  this 
inquiring  country,  very  soon  bring  about  divorces. 
Indeed,  ne  is  a  species  of  helpmate  who  is  always 
readv  to  repudiate  a  wife,  if  he  can  thereby  get 
anotner  who  will  bring  him  more. 

I  do  not  think  that  this  is  a  question  having  any 
relation  to  political  economy,  or  that  the  intricate 
distinctions  upon  that  subject  apply  to  it  at  all.  On 
the  contrary,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  one  proposing 
only  two  very  plain  considerations  for  public  at- 
tention. Will  a  pecuniary  aristocracy  preserve  a 
free  form  of  government  ?  Will  it  dispense  indi- 
vidual justice?  Already,  by  imposing  upon  our- 
selves a  multitude  of  privations,  we  have  raised  this 
species  of  aristocracy  to  a  power  so  formidable, 
tnat  our  newspapers  have  almost  become  its  prop- 
erty ;  our  tables  groan  under  its  presumptuous  pe- 
titions; geographical  districts  are  swajred  by  its 
patronage ;  and  it  is  now  attempting  to  impose  an 
oppressive  law  upon  all  other  interests,  for  the  sake 
of  extorting  from  them  an  enormous  additional 
tribute  for  itself.  If  this  new  power,  created  by 
our  laws,  should  already  prove  too  hard,  either  by 
cunning  or  corruption,  for  the  other  interests  of 
society,  the  question  whether  it  ought  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  or  demolished,  will  next  present  itself  to 
the  people  of  every  State.  Then  they  will  every 
where  consider  wnether  land  is  not  the  most  valu- 
able of  all  machines;  whether  it  is  not  the  basis 
or  raw  material  for  a  long  catalogue  of  the  most 
valuable  manufactures;  and  whether  protection 
should  be  withheld  from  it,  and  its  own  capital 
transferred  to  the  protection  of  other  less  important 
interests;  especially  when  it  is  notorious  that  this 
policy  or  fraud  has  been  persisted  in,  until  the 
profit  of  agriculture  is,  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
destroyed,  and  in  others  so  greatly  diminished,  that 
capital  every  where  flees  from  land,  as  if  it  was  a 
grave  yawning  to  swallow  it  up. 

But  there  remains  a  more  weighty  objection  to 
the  system  for  nursing  a  pecuniary  aristocracy  into 
a  political  giant.  It  destroys  substantially  the  es- 
sence of  representation,  and  leaves  only  its  form 
remaining.  Wherever  the  aristocratical  influence 
begins,  there  representation  ceases.  If  this  influ- 
ence can  sway  legislative  bodies,  no  eflfectual  rep- 
resentation exists.  All  writers  agree  that  the  des- 
potism of  one  country  or  district  over  another,  or 
a  geographical  tyranny,  is  more  cruel  than  a  mon- 
archical. Rome  and  Britain  are  witnesses  to  the 
fact.  Our  Constitution  intended  to  abolish  both 
geographical  and  monarchical  tyranny.    The  uni- 


formity of  taxation  was  its  precaution  against  the 
former.    But,  if  a  capitalist  interest  can  ioflaence 
representation,  and  mould  the  laws  to  enrich  itself, 
representation  becomes  both  its  instrument,  and  a 
bandage  over  the  eyes  of  the  people.    There  is  no 
representation  unless  the  representative  shall  par- 
ticipate in  the  burdens  which  he  imposes,  and  is 
prevented  from  creating  monopolies  of  which  he 
may  share.    Under  our  Constitution  neither  terri- 
tories nor  representation  were  intended  to  be  con- 
solidated; or  law,  geographically  partial,  to  be 
enacted.    It  was  never  intended  tnat  the  West 
should  be  the  guardians  of  the  East,  nor  the  North 
of  the  South,  nor  that  the  specious  but  false  idea 
of  a  national  representation  should  be  used  to  abol- 
ish a  real  representation,  upon  which  a  republican 
government  must  be  founded,  or  finally  cease  to 
exist.    Will  it  be  said  that  a  capitalist  or  pecuni- 
ary aristocracy  have  obtained  a  tribute  of  tweWe 
millions  annually  without  a  revolutionizing  influ- 
ence over  representation,  and  that,  without  such 
an  influence,  it  may  now  add  four  or  five  millions 
annually  to  this  tribute ;  or  will  it  be  said  that  this 
influence,  compounded  of  a  complication  of  bar- 
gaining between  avaricious  combinations  and  de 
luded  geographical  districts,  between  wealth  and 
want,  between  cunning  and  ignorance,  between 
fraud  and  delusion ;  in  short,  between  the  destrac- 
tive  meteor  called  a  capitalist  aristocracy,  and 
those  whom  it  bribes,  that  it  may  plunder  awut  an 
eighth  part  of  the  ^lobe  ?    Will  it  be  said  that  this 
influence  is  that  kmd  of  representation  which  will 
preserve  republican  government,  and  relieve  the 
universe  from  tyranny  ? 
When  Mr.  Taylor  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Hatne  next  advocated  the  motion  to  strike' 
out  the' minimum  on  cotton  cloths.    He  gave  a 
very  precise  and  detailed  statement  of  the  opera- 
tion of  this  provision  in  the  bill,  upon  the  various 
descriptions  of  goods,  and  proceeded  to  expose  the 
impolicy  of  taxing  these  articles  excessively,  in 
order  to  gratify  a  few  manufacturers.    He  con- 
tended that  the  cotton  manufacturers  were  the 
last  class  of  citizens  that  ought  to  come  to  Con- 
gress for  assistance,  as  he  knew,  by  recent  personal 
observation,  that  they  were  the  most  prosperous 
men  in  the  nation.    He  stated  to  the  Senate  the 
results  of  a  visit  he  had  made,  within  the  past 
year,  to  the  great  cotton  manufaclories  of  the 
Northern  States,  to  illustrate  his  position  that 
these  establishments  were  peculiarly  prosperous, 
when  carried  on  with  the  advantages  of  sluU  and 
capital.    Mr.  H.  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the 
operation  of  the  former  duties  levied  upon  cotton 
goods,  and  to  state  the  losses  of  trade  and  of  rev- 
enue which  had  resulted  from  those  duties.    He 
expressed  his  belief  that  very  much  of  the  distress 
of  the  country  had  been  superinduced  by  the  ad 
of  1816,  which  imposed  heavy  duties  on  this  arti 
cle.    He  then  adverted  to  the  very  small  amouoi 
of  cotton  goods  exported  from  the  country,  aD(] 
averred  that  the  manufacturers  could  not  compeli 
with  the  British,  in  the  South  American  markets 
when  they  cannot  do  it  in  our  own,  without  thesi 
excessi  ve  duties.    He  insisted  that  England  wouk 
not  take  our  cotton,  unless  we  putchased  he 
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goods ;  and  tbac  this  act  would  be  followed  up  by 
counlervailing  duties,  od  the  part  of  the  British 
Qoveroment.  He  alluded  to  the  example  of  Eng- 
land, io  relation  to  this  policy  of  lerymg  protect- 
ing duties,  and  reverted  to  the  circumstances 
which  had  made  her  a  great  nation.  Her  na- 
tional greatness  was  not  the  result^of  her  manu- 
factures alone;  bat  of  the  gradual  and  continued 
eiowth  of  all  her  institutions,  and  of  all  her  dif- 
ferent means  of  employment.  He  drew  a  com- 
parison between  the  machine  labor  of  England, 
and  the  agricultural  labor  of  this  country,  advan* 
tageoua  to  the  latter.  He  spoke  of  the  seneral 
course  of  labor,  to  seek  its  own  level.  Mr.  H. 
then  adverted  to  the  frequent  remark  respecting 
the  encouraffement  given  to  commerce,  and  to 
show  that  other  national  purposes  authorized  the 
laws  confininff  the  coasting  trade  to  American 
Teasels.  The  law  imposing  discriminating  duties 
was  merely  to  put  our  vessels  on  a  footing  with 
those  of  foreiga  nations.  He  drew  a  comparison 
between  the  protection  that  the  Government  had 
giren  to  commerce,  and  that  which  had  been  ex- 
tended to  manufactures.  He  spoke  of  the  prohib- 
itory duties  which  had,  from  time  to  time,  been 
imposed  in  England;  a  review  of  which,  he 
thooght,  would  demonstrate  dearly  the  impolicy 
of  encouragioff  the  growth  of  manufactures  by 
nich  means.  He  stated  that  one  hundred  different 
actSj  haviuff  a  view  to  bounty  and  restriction,  had 
been  repealed  by  the  British  Qovernment.  He 
read,  from  the  recent  proceedings  of  Parliament, 
to  support  his  position :  and  concluded  by  begging 
gentlemen  to  pause  before  they  adopted  this  meas- 
tire  in  relation  to  an  article  ol  such  great  import- 
aaee  to  the  country. 

Mr.  D1CKBR8ON  replied  to  Mr.  Haynb.  He  had 
freat  eon6dence  in  the  legal  talents  of  the  gen- 
donan  from  South  Carolina,  but  thought  he  was 
sot  ihe  best  person  to  examine  cotton  manufacto- 
n«S'  A  few  individual  instances  in  which  these 
BUbiishments  were  prosperous,  he  thought,  ought 
ao(  to  be  taken  as  a  sample  of  the  whole ;  he 
ipo^e  of  several  in  New  Jersey,  which  were  in  a 
i^ny  different  situation.  He  thought  the  tariff  of 
[^^16  had  been  very  beneficial  to  the  country,  and 
foc^ed  to  recount  its  benefits.  He  conceived 
u  it  would  be  no  injury  to  the  country,  if  the 
foreign  cottons  were  excluded  from  it.  No 
great  employment,  Mr.  D.  said,  could  give  an 
^ordinate  profit,  for  the  capital  of  the  country 
roiild  immediately  be  invested  in  it.  He  alluded 
^remarks  of  Mr.  Hatne  in  reference  to  the 
^^s  which  the  country  had  sustained  in  its  reve- 
nue, is  coDsequence  of  the  act  of  1816.  He  hoped 
le  time  would  arrive  when  we  should  not  derive 
-^  a  heavy  revenue  from  importations.  He 
(oQteoded  that  foreigners  would  always  take  from 
us  what  they  want,  of  cottons  and  other  articles, 
^d  no  more.  He  considered  the  revenue  of  no 
h^^i^orunce  to  this  question.  He  adverted  to  tbe 
U^Qtral  distress  and  bankruptcy  which  existed  in 
ptie  coQQtry.  These  bankruptcies  had  been  pro- 
cticed  by  excessive  importations,  and  the  balance 
li'l  trade  being  against  us. 
Mr.  Macom  next  rose.    He  was  surprised  to 


hear  persons  from  the  rich  and  fertile  country,  in 
the  Western  and  Middle  States,  endeavoring  to 
impress  upon  Congress  the  necessity  of  imposing 
taxes  on  the  poor  country  in  the  South.  He  spoke 
of  the  ffeneral  poverty  of  his  part  of  the  countrv, 
particularly  in  renrd  to  soil.  He  alluded  to  early 
marriages  in  the  West,  as  a  criterion  of  its  pros- 
perous situation.  He  had  always  been,  individu- 
ally, a  patron  of  American  manufactures;  but  he 
wished  to  be  a  volunteer  in  that  cause :  he  had 
no  idea  of  being  forced  into  it.  He  spoke  of  the 
folly  of  supposing  this  nation  was  to  become  great 
in  consequence  of  its  manufactures,  because  Eng- 
land had  become  so.  He  had  rather  see  the  peo- 
ple living  upon  their  own  lands,  than  pent  up  in 
manufactories.  He  wished  to  see  the  people  inde- 
pendent in  their  mode  of  living.  He  did  not 
believe  that  manufacturers  were  more  industrious 
than  other  people.  He  denied  that  this  measure 
was  for  the  good  of  the  nation.  When  people 
used  the  word  nation,  on  this  subject,  they  gen- 
erally meant  themselves.  He  said  he  disliked  the 
tax  on  cotton  bagging  as  much  as  this ;  and  he 
should  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  that 
subject  ag^in.  Mr.  M.  again  recurred  to,  and 
remarked  further  upon,  the  poverty  of  the  southern 
part  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Lloto,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  in  support 
of  the  amendment.  He  replied  to  the  remarxs  of 
Mr.  DicKERsoN.  He  believed  there  had  been,  at 
no  time,  more  specie  in  the  country  than  at  pres- 
ent. He  spoke  of  the  low  rate  of  interest  at  which 
money  could  be  obtained.  He  asserted  that,  to 
the  b^t  of  his  knowledge,  the  cotton  manufacto- 
ries of  New  England  were  generally  verv  prosper- 
ous— and  spoke,  particularly,  of  that  at  Waltham ; 
with  the  history  of  which  he  was  more  intimatelv 
acquainted.  He  related  the  manner  in  which 
that  factorv  was  established ;  and  read  a  minute 
of  the  divioends  of  profits  that  had  been  made  by 
the  establishment.  Mr.  L.  stated  that  stock  in 
that  factory  had  recently  been  sold  at  sixtv-five 
per  cent,  above  par ;  this  institution,  he  said,  had 
been  established  without  foreign  aid,  and  he  be- 
lieved but  one  foreigner  had  been  employed  in  it. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  rose  to  speak  to  the  question,  but 
gave  way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn ;  and  the  Senate 
then  adjourned. 


Weonesday,  May  5. 

Mr.  D1CKER8ON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  allow  the  bounty  to 
vessels  employed  in  the  cod  fisheries,  in  certain 
cases ;"  and  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Isaac  Collyer  and  others,"  reported  them,  sev- 
erally, without  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Boren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  King;"  the 
bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  James,  Jehu, 
and  Nathaniel  Brooks,  and  the  representatives  ot 
either  of  them;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Robert  Brotherton ;"  reported 
them,  respectively,  without  amendment. 


691 


HISTORY  OF  OONQRHBS. 


692 


Senate. 


The  Tanff  Bill. 


May,  1824. 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mills,  Amasa  Stetson  had 
leave  to  withdraw  such  of  the  documents  accom- 
panying his  petition  as  do  liot  appertain  to  the 
Dili  for  his  relief. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Aifairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  George  Ulmer,  made  a  report,  which 
was  read  and  considered ;  and,  in  concurrence 
therewith,  the  committee  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  said  petition. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  William  Hall,  an  invalid  soldier 
of  the  Revolutionary  army,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  LifOYD,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Columbian  Institute,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to  a 
part,  and  agree  to  the  residue,  of  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning invalid  pensions."  They  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Miguel  Eslava ;"  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous 
consent ;  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
a  register  for  the  schooner  Five  Sisters ;"  and  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  j^r- 
sons  who  have  paid  duties  on  certain  goods  im- 
ported into  Castine ;"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama  in  the  Chair,)  proceeded 
to  consider  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday, 
being  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on 
imports." 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Elliott,  on  Monday  last,  to  strike  out 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  establishes  the  minimum 
for  tne  calculation  of  the  duties  on  cotton  cloths 
and  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread  ;  which  proviso 
is  as  follows : 

"  Promdedy  That  all  cotton  cloths  whatsoever,  or 
cloths  of  which  cotton  shall  be  a  component  material, 
excepting  nankeens  imported  directly  from  China,  the 
origioiJ  cost  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  centum,  if  imported 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  place  beyond  it ; 
and  of  ten  per  centum,  if  imported  from  any  other 
place,  shall  be  less  than  thirty  cents  per  square  yard, 
shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to 
have  cost  thirty  cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be 
charged  with  duty  accordingly.  And  that  all  un- 
bleached and  uncolored  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread, 
the  original  cost  of  which  shall  be  less  than  sixty  cents 
per  pound,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost 


sixty,  cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with  doll 
accordingly.  And  all  bleached  or  colored  cotton  nn, 
twist,  OT  thread,  the  original  cost  of  which  sbtU  bt  \m 
than  seventy- five  oeots  per  pound,  sbaU  be  detmal 
and  taken  to  have  cost  seventy-five  cents  per  poaiul, 
and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  acconlioglj :" 

Mr.  Bell  rose  to  ask  some  informatioa  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  regard  to  tlie 
cotton  machinery  at  Waltham;  be  oad  undei- 
stood  that  great  quantities  of  machinery,  of  i 
very  valuable  kind,  were  made  at  that  establisb- 
ment.  He  wished  for  information  on  that  poiot; 
and  what  proportion  of  the  profit  had  been  made 
from  that  branch  of  the  business;  and,  also, 
whether  the  concerns  of  that  institution  had  DOt 
been,  in  some  measure  closed,  and  a  reservei 
profit  divided,  for  the  purpose  of  joining  their 
funds  with  another  manufiictory  at  Chelmsford. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  replied,  and  giie 
wha^  information  he  possessed,  on  the  points  opoo 
which  inquiry  was  made ;  and  made  some  fur- 
ther statements  in  relation  to  the  manufactore  ci 
cotton. 

Mr.  Bell  commented  on  the  information  which 
had  been  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  replied,  at  considerable  length,  u 
remarks  which  were  made  yesterday,  on  the  sol 
ject  of  the  cotton  manufacture.  He  proceeded  I 
show  the  means  by  which  the  Waltham  e»tal 
lishment  had  been  made  profitable ;  and  remarhs 
U[K>n  the  necessity  of  further  encouragement  i 
this  manufacture  generally. 

Mr.  Mills  replied  to  Mr.  D'Wolf;  andma^ 
some  further  explanations  in  regard  to  the  maai 
factory  at  Waltham.  Mr.  M.  had  been  inforoM 
that  not  one  cent  of  the  profits  made  on  the  nuu 
ufacture  of  machinery,  at  the  Waltham  establia 
ment,  had  been  divided ;  but  that  the  profits  d 
that  branch  of  the  business  had  been  reserved. 

Mr.  Smith  supported  the  amendment.  He  r 
plied  to  some  of  the  arguments  which  had  bd 
adduced  in  favor  of  the  minimum  on  cottool 
and  remarked  that  every  cotton  roaottfact(4 
which  had  been  condticted  with  skill  and  capiti 
as  that  at  Waltham  had,  had  been  profitable , 
the  proprietors.  He  spoke  of  an  esublisbroe 
which  had  been  erected  in  his  own  State;  ai 
which  had  failed  for  want  of  a  competent  knoi 
ledge  of  the  business.  The  buildings  and  it 
chinerv  having  been  sold  to  othera  betteraeqoainV 
with  the  business,  the  establishment  had  becoi 
profitable.  He  proceeded  to  coniment  upon  i 
operation  of  the  Tarifi*  bill  of  1816. 

Mr.  D'WoLP  explained,  in  reference  to  a  ren^ 
he  had  made. 

Mr.  Bbnton  then  rose.  He  had  been  per 
satisfied,  by  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  on 
subject,  that  the  cotton  manufacture  was  pr 
ble,  when  conducted  with  skill  and  capital; 
he  rejoiced  that  it  was  so.  He  considered 
article  a  fair  subject  of  revenue;  and  tba 
duty  now  proposed  to  be  levied  would  fall 
the  rich  and  luxurious.  He  contended  thai 
shipping  interest  would  not  be  affected  by 
duty.    Mr.  B.  described  the  kind  of  goods  tb» 
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would  operate Qpoii — he  stated  that  it  would  hardly 
amount  to  more  than  a  cent  or  two  a  yard,  and 
that  upon  articles  of  luxury.    He  spoke  of  the 
operatioo  of  this  bill  upon  the  revenue  of  the 
coDntry^  and  expected  that  our  finances  would  be 
benefited  by  it    He  reverted  to  the  operation  of 
the  present  miDimum   of  twenty-five  cents  per 
yard,  upon  the  lodia  cottons,  as  highly  beneficial 
to  (he  eouoCry,  and  anticipated  as  happy  results 
from  the  minimum  now  under  discussion.    Mr. 
B.  commented  upon  the  course  England  had 
taken,  in  regard  to  our  articles  of  export.    He 
contended  that  she  could  not  jeopardize  her  man- 
vTaciare  of  cotton,  by  any  retaliatory  measures 
upon  this  country,  which  would  go  to  enhance 
the  price  of  the  raw  material.    He  believed  that 
too  large  a  proportion  of  our  population  were  em- 
ployed in  agriculture ;  as  a  great  surplus  of  agri- 
eahural  priHluctions  were  on  hand  without  a  mar- 
ket. He  spoke  of  the  advantages  this  country 
pos^esed  for  manafacturinjg^ ;  and  those  circum- 
stances which  would  save  it  from  the  demoraliz- 
ing efiects  that  attend  these  establishments  in 
ether  coontries. 

Mr.  DicKBRsoN,  of  New  Jersey,  spoke  as  fol# 
bws: 

Mr.  President,  as  a  number  of  gentlemen  have 
ttkeo  adrantage  of  this  motion  to  afford  them  an 
epportonity  of  expressing  their  opinions  upon  the 

GicraJ  principles  of  the  hill,  I  feel  compelled  to 
ow  their  example.  I  yesterday  expressed  my 
tpioions  upon  this  minimum,  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
vman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Haynb,)  to 
Nhieh  I  have  nothing  new  to  add,  but  will  en- 
ittvor  to  give  my  views  of  the  general  principles 
rfthis  bill,  in  aiaswer  to  the  observations  upon 
iissabject  by  the  gentleman  from  Gkoreia,  (Mr. 
Bluott,)  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  HiTNC,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Taylor.) 

That  some  radical  change  in  our  system  of 
KSncuitare,  manufactures,  and  commerce,  is  re- 
P^j  is  inconteatably  proved  by  the  distressed 
BBfiditioD  of  all  those  branches  of  industry.  To 
Wl  ^e  remedy  is  the  business  of  Congress. 
^Tbe  prosperity  of  a  nation  can  only  be  secured 
If  fostering  and  protecting  its  industry.  The 
^le  secret  of  national  wealth  consists  in  finding 
Mtable  employment  for  all  who  are  willing  to 
^ote  themselves  to  labor.  This  is  now  well 
Mentood  in  most  of  the  Governments  of  Europe, 
^  adopted  as  the  only  means  of  prosperity,  ex- 
^  10  UoUand,  whose  distress  will,  in  time,  com- 
N  her  to  adopt  the  same  policy. 

l^staritz,  a  Spanish  author  of  great  financial 
gd  mercantile  information,  about  a  century  as[o, 
■ly  developed  this  source  of  national  wealth  for 
^  benefit  of  his  country,  but  in  vain,  perhaps  to 
^  injury  of  his  country,  for  it  taught  the  English 
^  means  of  erowiiig  rich  at  their  expense.  The 
^oiards,  relying  upon  their  mines  of  silver  and 
Nd  in  America,  ceased  to  protect  their  industry 
u  borne,  and  depended  u|K>n  other  nations  for 
^ir  manufactures,  especially  upon  England, 
*^ch  indirectly  derived  much  greater  advantages 
^  the  Spanish  mines  than  the  Spaniards  them- 


selves have  done.  Ustaritz  predicted  the  ruin 
that  this  system  would  bring  upon  Spain.  He 
advised  his  countrymen  to  pursue  a  contrary 
course^  He  advised  them  to  protect  their  manu- 
factures and  their  agriculture,  but  they  thought 
their  mines  would  enable  them  to  grow  rich, 
without  devoting  themselves  to  industrious  pur- 
suits. Had  his  advice  been  followed,  it  would 
have  been  worth  to  the  Spaniards  more  than  all 
their  Indies.  By  negleotinz  it,  the]^  have  become 
a  fifth  or  sixth  rate  Power  from  being  the  first  in 
Europe.  By  nefflectinn;  this  advice  they  have, 
with  all  their  gold  and  silver,  become  poor.  Chap- 
tal,  upon  French  industry,  says,  "  if  Spain,  rich 
in  the  productions  of  the  new  world,  had  preserved 
her  pre-eminence  in  manufactures,  she  would, 
without  doubt,  be  at  this  time  the  most  powerful 
nation  in  Europe." 

This  source  of  national  wealth  has  been  dis- 
cussed with  great  ability  and  zeal  by  writers  in 
the  United  States,  who  must  and  will  ultimately 
succeed  in  convincing  the  people  at  large,  if  not 
their  representatives,  that  tne  Grovernment,  to  se- 
cure the  independence,  the  wealth,  and  power  of 
the  nation,  must  protect  our  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures, as  well  as  our  commerce,  navigation,  and 
fisheries.  The  process  is  slow,  but  the  final  suc- 
cess is  certain.  Twenty  years  from  this  time,  our 
country  will  duly  appreciate  the  merits  of  authors 
upon  this  subject  who  are  now  reprobated  as  dis- 
turbers of  the  harmony  of  the  country. 

The  importance  of  protecting  inaustry  applies 
more  forcibly  to  the  United  States  than  to  any 
other  country.  With  a  vast  extent  of  fertile  ter- 
ritory, under  various  climates,  producing  nearly 
every  thing  that  our  wishes  or  necessities  require, 
if  we  are  not  prosperous  and  happy,  it  must  be 
because  we  do  not  rely  upon  our  own  resources, 
but  depend  upon  foreign  nations  for  those  supplies 
which  nature  has  placed  at  our  own  doors.  By 
the  policy  heretofore  adopted,  we  suffer  Europe  to 
prescribe  the  laws  which  regulate  the  prosperity, 
or  rather  adversity,  of  thb  country.  To  this  may 
be  attributed  the  distress  which  nas  prevailed  in 
almost  every  section  of  the  United  States  for  the 
last  eight  years. 

It  is  to  this  that  the  balance  of  trade  for  that 
period  has  been  against  us  to  an  enormous  amount. 
It  is  to  this  that  our  gold  and  silver  have  been 
drained  from  the  country.  It  is  to  this  that  our 
(Government  stock,  bank  stock,  canal  stock,  and 
every  kind  of  stock,  that  will  be  taken  for  foreign 
merchandise,  is  as  well  known  upon  the  exchange 
at  London  as  at  Boston.  New  York,  or  Philadel- 
phia. It  is  to  this,  that  foreigners,  by  their  agents, 
hold  mortg;ages  upon  our  lands  to  a  large  amount. 
It  is  to  this  that  we  pay  to  foreigners  an  interest 
of  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars,  annually, 
upon  the  debts  we  owe  them. 

Our  Gk)vernment  early  saw  the  importance  of 
protecting  certain  classes  of  the  industry  and 
enterprise  of  our  country.  Commerce  was  first 
attended  to,  because  it  furnished  the  channel 
through  which  we  were  to  derive  our  resources. 
Navigation  and  the  fisheries  were  attended  to, 
because  they  afforded  nurseries  for  seamen  who 
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might  be  wanted  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
Agriculture  received  great  protection,  (althouffh 
not  an  adequate  one,)  because  it  has  been  justly 
esteemed  the  most  important  interest  of  our  coun- 
try. But  the  manutactucinff  interest  has  been 
neglected,  from  an  opinion  that  the  country  was 
not  yet  prepared  to  encourage  that  kind  of  indus- 
try ; — because  (as  was  thought)  it  would  operate 
to  the  injury  of  agriculture;  because  it  would 
diminish  the  business  of  the  merchant,  and  de- 
crease the  tonnage  engaged  in  narigation;  and 
because  it  would  decrease  the  revenue.  No  one 
of  which  reasons  has  the  least  foundation  in 
fact.  Our  population  and  capital  engaged  in  nav- 
igation ana  m  our  domestic  commerce  is  com- 
pletely protected,  and  as  much  is  done  for  foreign 
commerce  as  can  be  done ;  but  over  that  we  have 
not  the  entire  control.  Foreign  commerce  must 
always  be  somewhat  precarious,  inasmuch  as  it 
must  depend  more  or  less  upon  the  disposition  of 
nations  with  which  we  trade.  But,  whether  pro- 
tected or  not,  more  has  been  done  for  it  than  for 
all  other  branches  of  industry  together. 

(n  the  last  eight  years  we  have  imported  for 
our  own  consumption  more  than  one  hundred 
millions  worth  of  manufactures,  which  we  might 
have  made  and  ou^ht  to  have  made  for  ourselves, 
while  a  large  portion  of  our  population  have  re- 
mained idle  for  want  of  employment.  But  it  has 
often  been  repeated  that  tnere  is  sufficient  em- 
ployment for  all  the  population  of  the  country, 
without  resorting  to  manufactures;  that  we  have 
immense  tracts  of  fertile  lands,  not  cultivated,  to 
which  this  population  might  be  removed,  and 
where  they  would  soon  become  rich. 

In  some  of  the  States  this  is  not  the  case^— all 
their  good  lands,  except  such  as  should  remain 
for  wood  or  pasture,  are  already  under  cultiva- 
tion. Are  the  inhabitants  of  such  States  to  be 
driven  to  the  wilderness,  to  find  employment  in 
distant  and  uncultivated  districts— to  abandon 
society,  friends,  relations,  their  native  soil?  In 
doing  this,  they  would  not  find  their  condition  at 
all  mended.  By  their  labor  they  would  gain  a 
subsistence,  but  nothing  more.  For  their  surplus 
produce  they  could  have  no  market,  unless  it 
should  be  cotton,  rice,  or  tobacco ;  and  these  will 
soon  cease  to  yield  thejprofits  they  have  done. 

Does  agriculture  afiord  employment  for  the 
whole  population  of  a  country  f  In  England,  no 
more  tnan  one-third  part  are  engaged  in  agri- 
culture; and  this  is  a  larger  proportion  than  is 
necessary.  In  the  United  States,  five-sixths  are 
engaged  in  agriculture — that  is,  three-sixths  or 
one-half  of  the  whole  population  is  more  than  is 
required  for  the  purpose.  The  consequence  is, 
that  they  remain  a  great  part  of  their  time  unem- 
ployed; and  will  even  then  have  a  larse  surplus 
of  produce,  which  perishes  on  their  hands  for  want 
of  a  market. 

It  is  said  manufactures  require  a  dense  popula- 
tion. Suppose  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a 
quarter  ot  her  present  population;  with  no  for- 
eign market  for  her  surplus  produce — as  is  now 
the  case,  and  must  always  be  the  case,  with  the 
interior  of  the  State, — could  all  her  citizens  be 


profitably  employed  in  aericulture  ?  There  would 
be  good  land  enough  for  cultivation,  bat  what 
inducement  couM  there  be  for  raisinff  more  grain, 
and  other  provisions,  than  enoueh  for  their  own 
consumption  ?  Men  will  not  labor  witbom  a 
view  to  reward.  One-third  could  raise  all  that 
the  whole  would  consume ; — of  couEse  two-thirds, 
with  the  exception  of  those  engaged  in  profes- 
sional and  mechanical  employments,  would  r^ 
main  idle ;  or  the  whole  would  be  engaged  aboDi 
one-third  of  the  time  in  agriculture,  and  spend  the 
rest  in  idleness.  This  is  actually  the  casewitii 
the  interior  of  tht  United  States,  where  there  are 
no  manufactures,  and  from  which  the  produce  of 
the  soil  would  not  pay  the  expense  of  transporta- 
tion. 

But,  suppose  that  State  to  be  as  populous  as 
England,  and  that  they  have  a  foreign  market  fot 
their  surplus  produce — which  they  never  will  hare, 
except  for  short  periods,  and  in  a  way  to  do  them 
hurt,  and  not  good,— one-third  would  till  all  the 
soil  that  would  yield  a  profit;  and  two-thirds, 
with  a  small  exception,  would  remain  without 
employment,  unless  engaged  in  manufactures.  So 
^that,  whether  oor  population  be  sparse  or  dense, 
there  is  an  equal  necessity  that  agriculture  and 
manufactures  should  proceed  together,  and  with 
an  equal  step — they  mutually  aid  and  support  eacl^ 
other.  Those  engaged  in  manufactures  withdraw 
from  agriculture,  and  consume  the  produce  of  the 
farmer. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  people  of  this  coo&i 
try  could  all  be  profitably  employed  in  agricol 
ture,  because  there  was  abundance  of  good  landj 
and  a  market  for  all  their  produce ;  but  thattim^ 
has  passed  by  more  than  a  century  ago.  It  waj 
when  we  had  a  small  population  near  thesn^ 
board,  and  when  the  whole  country  did  not  H 
duce  what  a  sinffle  State  can  now  produce.  Th^ 
foreign  market  for  breadstufifs  can  never  again  n 
an  important  object  to  the  United  States,  perhapj 
never  more  so  than  at  present ;  for,  as  soon  astn 
late  Spanish  provinces  in  America  shall  ber« 
stored  to  peace,  we  shall  have  no  foreign  marn 
for  that  kind  of  produce.  But,  suppose  that  £q 
rope  should  want  of  us  as  much  as  she  took  i 
time  of  peace  twenty-five  years  ago.  a  single  Sutl 
could  furnish  more  than  the  supply.  Our  pop^ 
lation  doubles  in  twenty-five  years,  and  our  meai^ 
of  production  treble  in  that  time,  while  the  pop^ 
lation  of  Europe  remains  nearly  stationary  i J 
course,  the  marxet  can  be  one  of  no  great  ioj 
portance ;  in  fact,  the  grain  growing  Suites  muj 
look  for  a  market  at  home  for  their  produo 
which  they  never  can  have,  unless  maniuacturj 
are  encouraged  and  protected.  Manufactures  froj 
a  distance  cannot  be  paid  for  in  the  heavy  prj 
duce  of  the  soil,  as  the  latter  will  not  bear  tj 
expense  of  transportation.  The.manufacturitl 
establishments  must  be  placed  in  the  distric 
where  the  supplies  are  produced,  or  no  exchan^ 
can  take  place.  Yet  foreign  dry  goods  find  th^ 
way  into  the  most  remote  parts  of  the  Union. 

If  the  ruinous  state  of  our  trade  with  £uro| 
pressed  equally  on  every  part  of  the  United  Stat^ 
it  would  be  considered  as  an  enormous  evil,  i 
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which  aD  adequate  remedy  ought  immediately  to 
be  provided.  But  the  evil  is  greatly  aggravated 
when  we  consider  its  unequal  operation  upon  dif- 
feteni  sections  of  the  Union. 

lo  1622,  we  imported  to  the  amount  of   $83,241,641 

Oor  eiporte  of  foreign  goods  and  pro- 
duce, which  properly  belong  to  the 
ctrrying  trade,  amonnted  to      -        -      22,286,202 

#60,965,339 
Domestic  exports  arising  from  the  agri- 
coitore  or  manufaetnies  of  the  coon- 
tiy, 49,874,079 


Leafiog  a  balance  of  imports  over  ez- 
porteof 11,081,260 


The  whole  domestic  exports         •        •  $49,874,079 
Of  these,  rice  amonnted  to   $1,663,482 

cotton  to    -        •    24,035,068 

tobacco  to-        -      6,222,838 

31,811,378 


leaWog  of  al)  other  exports         •        -  18,063,701 

Of  this,  the  States  exporting  rice,  cot- 
ton, and  tobacco,   export  at  least  a  el 
fourth  part 4,616,000 


leaving  exports  to  the  amount  of        -    $13,.'i47,000 

Which  aay  be  considered  as  the  whole  that  the  East- 
em,  Middle,  and  grain-growing  States  exported 
during  that  year. 

The  half  of  the  imports,  over  and  above 
the  foreign  exports,  have  probably 
been  coosamed  by  those  grain-grow- 
ing dtotes,  say  ....  $30»477,669 

Deduct  their  share  of  the  exporU  -        -     13,647,000 

UiTtng  1  balance  against  these  States 
of $26,630,669 


Five  and  a  half  millions  of  it  to  merchants  in 
^rope,  and  twenty  and  a  half  millions  of  it  to 
|be  States  producing  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco. 
Fhe  next  year,  the  balance,  by  a  similar  calcula- 
ioD,  was  not  so  much  against  the  grain-ffrowing 
States,  but  amounted  to  more  than  twelve  mil- 
ions  in  favor  of  the  States  producing  rice,  cot* 
on,  and  tobacco ;  and  this  sum  may  be  consid- 
nd  as  the  average  balance  for  seyeral  years  past. 

So  that,  under  the  present  state  of  things,  the 
fnio-growing  States,  consisting  of  at  least  two- 
^ds  of  the  population  of  the  Union,  are  com- 
piled to  take  of  European  manufactures  to  the 
BkouDt  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars ;  that  six  or 
erei  States  may  have  the  advantage  of  sending 
nnittances  in  payment  of  those  manufactures, 
od  selling  tlieir  bills  for  the  same  at  an  eztrava- 
ant  advance^  in  consequence  of  which  the  wealth 
f  the  grain-growing  States  is  flowing  in  a  con- 
taot  stream  to  the  States  producing  rice,  cotton, 
nd  tobacco.  If  the  grain-growing  States  had 
2e  power  to  prevent  the  importation  of  foreign 
rodace  and  manufactures  for  their  consumption, 
le  Southern  States  would  no  longer  receive  the 
soefit  of  indirectly  furnishing  those  supplies; 


and  are  those  Middle  and  Western  grain-grow- 
ing States  forever  to  take  twelve  millions^  of  man- 
ufactures annually,  which  they  would  under  prop- 
er regulations  make  for  themselves,  that  their 
neighbors  may  have  a  market  for  their  produce 
to  that  amount — giving  employment  to  all  their 
capital  and  industry,  whtle  that  of  the  other  States 
remains  unemployed?  How  long  are  we  to  re- 
main in  this  state  of  vassalage?  How  long  can 
we  remain  so  ?  How  long  will  our  patience  en- 
dure ?  How  long  our  means  last  ?  Until  we  can 
understand  our  true  interests-— count  our  numbers, 
and  rally  our  votes. 

It  is  said  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  success 
of  our  manufactures.  They  require  great  capital 
and  great  skill — they  have  not  proceeded  in  any 
country  without  the  aid  and  protection  of  the 
Government.  In  Eogland^  where  they  have  ar- 
rived at  the  greatest  perfection,  they  have  received 
the  greatest  protection — in  England,  where  they 
have  received  the  greatest  aid  from  Grovernment, 
they  have  done  tne  most  for  the  Government. 
To  manufacturing  establishments  that  country 
owes  her  gigantic  power. 

Manufacturers  cannot  succeed  unless  capitalists 
can  be  induced  to  vest  their  capital  in  establish- 
ments necessary  for  those  purposes.  It  is  in  vain 
to  call  upon  our  population  not  engaged  in  agri- 
culture, to  work  at  manufactures,  when  no  capi- 
talist will  employ  them.  It  is  in  vain  to  call  upon 
the  capitalist  to  invest  his  money  in  manufactur- 
ing establishmedts,  when  such  investment  would 
probably  result  in  the  loss  of  his  capital.  If  the 
capitalist  could  compel  the  people  to  work  at  as 
low  a  rate  of  wages  as  in  eiven  in  Europe,  we 
could  succeed  ;  but  men  will  not  do  that,  unless 
famine  is  stariuff  them  in  the  face,  which  will  not 
be  the  case  in  this  country  for  some  centuries  to 
come — ^when  our  population  shall  begin  to  press 
upon  subsistence. 

The  capitalist  must  be  enabled  to  derive  a  rea- 
sonable profit  upon  his  investment,  giving  a  rea- 
sonable price  for  labor,  or  he  will  reserve  his 
money,  the  valne  of  which  is  enhanced  by  the 
distress  of  the  country. 

Sir,  it  is  the  true  policy,  and  the  true  interest  of 
the  country,  that  the  people  should  have  employ- 
ment that  would  yield  them  a  reasonable  price  for 
their  labor — they  should  be  enabled  to  have  the 
comforts  of  life,  and  to  educate  their  families. 
The  labor  of  the  country  is  the  wealth  of  the 
country.  We  owe  every  thing  to  the  laboring 
classes — something  is  due  to  them.  If  any  wish 
to  see  the  laborers  of  this  country  compelled  to 
work  for  a  bare  subsistence,  I  hope  the  number  is 
small.  Let  the  capitalist  in  this  country  have  the 
same  advantages  in  the  investment  of  his  money, 
in  all  branches  of  industry,  as  they  have  in  Eng- 
land, and  no  more  will  be  asked  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Smith,  in  his  Wealth  of  Nations,  shows  the 
great  importance  of  preserving  the  '*  balance  which 
naturally  establishes  itself  among  all  the  various 
employments  of  society.''  Premiums,  he  says, 
may  be  allowed,  "as  their  tendency  is  not  to 
overturn  the  natural  balance  of  employments.'' 
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His  system  is  to  preserve  this  natural  balance  of 
employments,  about  whicb  he  is  as  solicitous  as 
some  politicians  are  for  preserving  the  balance  of 
power  among  nations.  But  the  friends  to  the  do- 
mestic industry  of  the  country  do  not  wish  to 
overturn  this  natural  balance  of  employments 
among  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  but  to 
prevent  its  being  overturned  by  the  Powers  of 
Europe,  who  are  struggling  by  every  possible 
means  to  make  us  pay  tor  the  produce  of  their 
industry,  to  the  neglect  of  our  own ;  this  we  must 
counteract,  not  by  individual  exertion,  which 
would  be  inadequate,  but  by  our  laws.  The 
Powers  of  Europe  absolutely  prohibit  the  produce 
of  our  industry  that  can  interfere  with  their  own, 
or  lav  such  duties  as  amount  to  a  prohibition. 
We  should  countervail  this,  by  excluding  the  pro- 
duce of  their  industry  that  could  interfere  with 
our  own.  England  gives  bounties  and  premiums 
to  force  her  manufactures  upon  us;  these  ought  to 
be  countervailed,  or  the  natural  balance  of  em- 
ployments in  this  country  is  overturned,  not  by 
ourselves,  but  by  our  rivals.  The  overgrown  pop- 
ulation of  that  country,  now  beginning  to  press 
upon  subsistence,  and  the  abject  poverty  of  the 
laboring  classes,  oblige  them  to  labor  for  a  bare 
subsistence;  from  which  circumstance,  they  are 
enabled  to  undersell  us  in  our  own  markets.  This 
should  be  counteracted.  The  laborers  at  the  man- 
ufacturers receive  a  lar^e  portion  of  their  support 
from  the  poor  rates,  which  in  fact  have  the  oper- 
ation of  bounties  to  manufacturers.  About  one 
million  of  the  population  of  England  are  relieved 
permanently  or  occasionally  by  the  poor  rates,  for 
which  purpose  about  six  millions  sterling  are 
raised  annually ;  probably  a  third  of  that  may  be 
considered  as  going  to  the  support  of  the  poor  la- 
borers in  manufacturing  establishments;  and,  in 
the  work  of  Mr.  Lowe,  it  is  stated  that  the  distri- 
bution of  parish  allowance  to  manufacturers  in 
England  operates  as  a  serious  comparative  disad- 
Tantaee  of  their  humble  brethren  in  the  North, 
(Scotland.)  Thus,  when  in  a  depressed  branch, 
the  wages  are  equal  to  only  eight  or  nine  shillings 
per  week,  the  allowance  of  poor  rate  to  the  Eng- 
lish manufacturer  may,  and  generally  does,  carry 
his  receipt  to  ten  or  twelve  shilling&-*a  differ- 
ence which  has  had  the  effect  of  inducing  a 
number  of  the  Scottish  workmen  to  forsake  their 
homes. 

This  species  of  bounty  must  also  be  counter- 
acted, or  the  distressed  condition  of  the  laboring 
classes  in  England  must  produce  a  correspondent 
distress  in  this  country.  In  fact,  if  we  do  not  pro- 
Tide  means  to  counteract  all  these  circumstances, 
which  have  a  direct  tendency  to  overturn  the  na- 
tural balance  of  employments  in  this  country, 
England  controls  our  destinies  as  much  as  she 
could  do  were  we  still  her  colonies.  Unfortu- 
nately, a  part  of  our  country  find  it  their  interest 
to  aid  England  in  thus  regulating  the  industry  of 
this  country;  but  this  cannot  be  a  large  pqirt. 
The  shipping  merchaot,  also,  sometimes  finds  it 
his  interest  to  promote  the  same  system.  A  few 
cities  and  towns  on  the  seaboard  may  also  have 
the  same  views  and  interests,  but  the  interior,  now 


containing  the  great  body  <^  the  people,  have  an 
interest  directly  the  reverse,  which,  until  Istdjf) 
they  have  not  understood,  but  which  hereafter  will 
regulate  their  policy.  A  nation  cannot  be  great 
or  prosperous  upon  agriculture  alone,  nor  upon 
agriculture  and  commerce — a  nation  to  be  tnilf 
great,  must  enjoy  the  benefits  of  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  manufactures;  all  these  are  required 
to  give  employment  to  the  capital  and  industry  of 
a  country.  But  we  are  informed  that  this  idea  of 
a  balance  of  trade  against  us  is  visionary ;  that 
the  custom-house  books  afford  no  jast  criterion 
by  which  to  judge;  that,  in  fact,  we  cannot  im- 
port more  than  we  export ;  that  imports  a  ad  ex- 
ports regulate  and  control  each  other ;  that,  not- 
withstanding this  supposed  balance  of  trade  has 
been  uniformly  against  us,  we  have  been  con- 
stantly growing  rich. 

In  1815,  the  revenue  upon  oor  importations 
amounted  to  thirty-six  millions  of  dollars.  Was 
there  no  balance  of  trade  against  us  then  ?  The 
effect  of  that  importation  is  felt  to  this  day.  We 
sent  to  England,  in  payment  of  that  balance,  all 
the  money  we  could  spare — a  large  portion  of  out 
Government  stock,  bank  stock,  and  canal  stock— 
the  residue  was  paid  ofi  in  bankruptcy  to  the 
amount  of  many  millions.  Had  the  United  States 
been  obliged  to  pay  these  balances  due  from  bank- 
rupts, every  man  in  the  Union  would  have  under- 
stood that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  an  unfavor- 
able balance  of  trade. 

When  we  have  sent  away  all  our  property  that 
is  capable  of  transfer,  in  exchange  for  articles  of 
merchandise  imported;  and,  when  the  merchanK 
of  Europe  shall  refuse  to  give  us  further  credit, 
then,  indeed,  our  imports  will  not  exceed  our  ex-i 
ports,  and  the  balance  of  trade  will  no  longer  be! 
against  us — a  state  of  thiugs  to  which  we  seem 
rapidly  approaching.  ' 

It  is  said  the  country  cannot  be  distressed,  be- 
cause there  is  a  great  plenty  of  money  in  oor  cities,; 
the  inconte^able  evidence  of  which  is,  that  it  may 
be  loaned  for  fiv«  per  cent.  I 

Money  may  be  plenty  in  our  cities,  while  i^ 
may  be  extremely  scarce  in  the  country,  and  thei 
system  lately  pursued  of  importing  goods  to  tbe 
amount  of  twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  dollars  a 
year,  which  we  ought  to  manufacture  for  oori 
selves,  is  calculated  to  produce  this  effect;  but  th< 
circumstance  that  money  may  be  had  at  a  lov^ 
interest,  does  not  prove  that  money  is  abundant 
but  that  there  is  no  demand  for  it.  Who  will  ex 
pead  money  now  in  the  pursuits  of  agricnlture  o 
manufactures  ?  And,  as  to  commerce,  it  b  over 
done;  those  in  debt  want  money,  but  the  circumi 
stance  of  their  being  in  debt  deprives  them  of  tb< 
means  of  purchasing  or  obtaining  the  mooe)^ 
People  in  the  interior  of  the  country  cannot  ob 
tain  money  from  our  cities. 

We  are  also  informed  that  the  unfavorable  rzM 
of  exchanffe  upon  London  is  no  indication  of  a^ 
unfavorable  balance  of  trade.  The  gentlemai 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hjlynb)  seems  to  thiol 
that  he  has  discovered  the  whole  mystery  of  tfa^ 
rate  of  exchange.  He  informs  us  that  the  cut 
rency  of  England  is  gold ;  of  this  country,  silver 
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that  gold  10  uUtr  there  bears  a  hieher  ratio  than  j 
here;  that  the  prefient  rate  of  exchange,  (that  is, 
nine  per  cent.,)  is  really  exchange  at  par ;  that  a  ; 
billon  LoodoD  here  for  100  pounds,  which  would  I 
cost  109  pounds,  would  there  be  worth  100  pounds  | 
in  gold, and  109  pounds  in  silver;  that,  in  fact,  if , 
the  correncf  of  both  countries  was  gold  or  silver, 
a  bill  on  London  for  100  pounds  would  now  cost 
DO  more  than  100  pounds  here. 

The  value  of  gold,  compared  to  silver,  is,  in 
this  country,  as  one  to  fifteen — in  England,  as 
one  to  fifteen  and  two-tenths;  but,  if  the  gentle- 
man is  right,  gold,  in  England,  is  to  silver  as  one 
to  sixteen  and  thirty-five  hundredths ;  while,  in 
Fnnce,  as  well  as  here,  it  is  as  to  one  to  fifteen. 
The  conseouence  would  be,  that  silver  would  im- 
mediately leave  England  for  France  and  the 
United  States,  and  gokl  would  flow  into  England 
till  the  equilibrium  should  be  restored. 

Until  November,  1810,  gold,  and  British  gold, 
was  the  currency  and  legal  tender  in  this  country ; 
yet  the  rate  of  exchange  was  more  against  us  then 
than  now.  In  February,  1616,  the  rate  of  ex- 
change apop  London  was  15  per  cent,  against  us ; 
woold  a  bill  on  London  then  for  £100  purchase 
sii?er  10  the  amount  of  £115?  If  so,  it  was  not 
because  ^old  was  the  currency  there,  and  not 
here.  Why  Ih  the  rate  of  exchange  with  other 
countries,  in  which  silver  is  the  currency,  about 
as  ranch  against  us  as  that  upon  London  ? 

Goi^  can  be  had  here  in  exchange  for  silver  at 
one  ner  cent  adrance ;  freight  and  insurance  to 
Kogland  one  per  cent.  more.  It  would  be  quickly 
sent  there  as  an  article  of  merchandise,  if  the  gen- 
tleman is  right.  Doubloons  are  now  advertised 
in  Boston  for  sale.  I  shall  relapse  into  what  the 
gentleman  may  think  my  old  errors,  and  believe 
that  there  has  been,  is,  and  will  for  a  time  con- 
tiaoe  to  be,  sach  a  thing  as  a  balance  of  trade 
a^inst  us;  and  that  a  rate  of  exchange  of  nine 
pn  cent  against  us  is  an  indication  of  this  unfa- 
Torable  bakiBce  of  trade. 

Mr.  Eaton  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  in 
^^  proviso  respectioff  the  minimum  on  cotton 
fK)ds,  80  as  to  make  the  minimum  of  thirty-five 
cents  per  yard  inapplicable  to  goods  which  cost 
fifteen  cents,  and  less  than  that  price,  and  to  leave 
those  goods  subject  only  to  the  present  exiaiting 
tainiiDom  of  twenty-five  cents  per  yard. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  cursory  remarks 
W  Messrs.  Eaton,  Lloto  of  Massachusetts, 
Hatii£,  Mills,  Talbot,  and  Finblay. 

Mr.  Haynb  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
^  eitending  it  to  goods  which  cost  twenty  centsi. 
This  was  not  agreml  to. 

The  question  was  then  pat  on  Mr.  Eaton's 
iBendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  HoiaiBS,  of  Maine,  then  moved  (b  amend 
the  bill,  by  reducing  the  minimum  upon  which  the 
doty  on  cotton  cloth  is  to  be  calculated,  from 
[hirty-fivc  cents  to  thirty  cents  per  square  yard. 
This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  twenty-eight 
member!  voting  in  the  afilrmative;  and  so  the 

nioimom  on  cotton  cloths  was  reduced  to  thirty 

cents. 

The  question  was  then  pat  on  Mr.  Elliott's 


motion  to  strike  out  all  the  proviso  relative  to  the 
minimum  on  cotton  goods,  and  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

TxAs — Mestra.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayae,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Missis- 
sippi, H.Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  8.  Johnston  of  Louis- 
iana, Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  MaMachnsetts,  Maoon, 
Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  I'aylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke, 
Ware,  and  WUliam»— 23. 

Nays — Mesara.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D*Wolf,  DickersoD,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lowrie,  Mclivaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rugglee,  Seymoor, 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomaa,  and  Van  Bu- 
ren~24. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  strike  out  the  mini- 
mum on  cotton  cloths,  and  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or 
thread. 

Mr.  HoLMBs,  of  Maine,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  from  it  the  following 
clause:  "On  all  foreign  distilled  spirits,  fifteen 
per  centum  upon  the  duties  now  imposed  by  law, 
and  in  addition  thereto." 

Mr.  Holmes  spoke  briefly  in  support  of  his 
amendment ;  as,  also,  did  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massa- 
chusetts. It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Talbot  and 
FiNDLAY.  The  question  upon  the  amendment 
was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayno,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmea  of  Miasiaaippi,  Henry  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
J.  8.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Mas- 
sachuaetta,  Lowrie.  Maoon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Seymour, 
Smith,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams--28. 

NAva— Meaara.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  D'Wolf, 
Dickeraon,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Jaekaoo,  Johnson  of 
Kentneky,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  McIUaine,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Rugglea,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor 
of  Virginia,  and  Van  Bnren — 18. 

So  the  proposed  duty  on  foreign  distilled  spirits 
was  stricken  oat. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  ont  the  clause  which  imposes  duties  on 
unmanufactured  wool ;  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thcrbday,  May  6. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  Committee  on 
Finance  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Fry  and  Spaulding  j*'  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lanman,  Thomas  Staniford 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  passed  the  15th  of  May,  1820,''  re- 
ported it  witii  amendments ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Moffett,"  reported  it  with 
an  amendment. 
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man,  Lloyd  of  MaMachnsetUs,  Low  lie,  McIWaine, 
Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrot,  Ruggles,  8ey- 
moar,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Thomas.  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware — 35. 

So  the  Senate  rejected  the  amendaieBt  pro- 
posiog  a  duty  of  twenty -fi?e  per  cent,  on  India 
silks. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  then  moved  that  the 
bill  be  amended,  by  striking  out  all  that  part  which 
provides  for  the  h'iffhest  progressive  duty,  of  37^ 
per  c«ntum  ad  valorem,  ^^  on  all  manufactures  of 
wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be  a  component 
part."  This  motion  produced  considerable  dis- 
cussion, in  which  the  mover,  and  Messrs,  Hatnb, 
Smith,  Dickerson,  Talbot,  Mills,  Lloyd  of 
Massachusetts,  Ruggles,  and  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, engaged.  The  question  on  this  amendment 
was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YiA8-«-Measrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Clayton, 
Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holaes  of  Mississippi, 
Jackson,  Henry  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Joatah  8.  John- 
ston of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Mas- 
■achuaetta,  Maeon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of 
Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Wil- 
liams—28. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler,  D*- 
Wol^  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lanman,  McUvaine,  Palmer, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  TsJbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and 
Thomae— 18. 


So  the  Senate  agreed  to  strike  out  the  highest 
rate  of  duty  on  woollen  manufactured  goods ;  this 
vote  leaves  these  articles  subject,  by  the  provisions 
of  the  bill,  to  a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
until  the  30th  day  of  June,  1825;  and,  after  that 
time,  to  a  duty  of  33^  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Chanoler  then  moved  (o  amend  the  bill, 
by  excepting  Russia,  Holland,  and  Raven's  duck, 
from  the  duty  of  25  per  centum  ad  valorem,  im- 
posed, by  the  bill,  upon  all  manufactures  of  cot- 
ton, silk,  flax,  or  hemp;  and  to  subject  those  arti- 
cles to  certain  specific  duties. 

Some  remarks  were  made,  upon  this  proposi- 
tion, by  the  mover;  and  by  Messrs.  Talbot, 
Smith,  Mills,  and  Haynb. 

Mr.  Haynb  observed,  that  he  should  vote  against 
the  motion,  because  he  thought  there  were  other 
articles  of  equal  importance,  which  ought  to  be 
excepted,  and  which  were,  on  principle,  equally 
entitled  to  exemption.  Mr.  H.  repeated,  that  he 
would  give  his  support  to  a  proposition  to  strike 
out  the  whole  section,  or  to  exempt  from  its  ope- 
ration all  articles  of  prime  necessity,  in  which 
any  part  of  the  country  is  deeply  interested.  But 
surely  the  gentleman  from  Maine  could  not  expect 
to  have  the  bill  moulded  so  as  to  suit  his  own 
views,  and  the  peculiar  interests  of  his  own  State, 
while  he  refuses  to  consult  the  interests  of  others. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  amendment 
was  disagreed  to,  fifteen  members  voting  in  the 
affirmative,  and  thirty-one  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Haynb  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  in 
the  following  clause :  "  On  all  manufactures,  not 


herein  specified,  of  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or  bemp,  or  of 
which  either  of  these  materials  shall  be  a  compo- 
nent part,  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem," by  striking  out  therefrom,  the  words "  flax 
or  hemp." 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  made  thi^  motion  to  redeem  a 
pledge  which  he  had  heretofore  given.  If  it  pre- 
vailed, duck,  sheetings,  and  osnaburgs,  weald  be 
equally  protected ;  and  articles  of  prime  necessity, 
which  we  are  not  prepared  to  manufacture,  will 
be  exempted  from  an  onerous  tax ;  a  tax  wbicb 
would  produce  great  inconvenience  to  the  people. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Hayne's  amendment  was 
then  put,  and  determined  in  the  negative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

YiAs — McMrs.  Bsrbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hsyne,  Holnies  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Miasii- 
sippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Looisisna,  J.  8.  Johnston  of  Lou* 
iiisna,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  nf  New  York, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrolt,  Smith, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware  and  Wil* 
liamis-- 22. 

Nats — Mesars.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chin- 
dier,  D'Woir,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findliy, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  McIWaine,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Rugglea,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas, 
and  Van  Baren — 25. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  exempt  articles  man- 
ufactured of  flax  or  hemp,  from  the  proposed 
duty. 

Mr.  Macon  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  following  clause:  '^On  coiion 
bagging,  four  and  a  half  cents  per  square  yard/' 

This  motion  save  rise  to  some  discui^sioo;  in 
which  Messrs.  Macon,  Jobnson  of  Kentucky. 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Talbot,  Smith,  and  Bento.>\ 
participated. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas. — Meaani.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Miosissippi,  H.  Johaston 
of  Lonisiana,  J.  8,  Johnston  of  Louasiana,  Kelly.  King 
of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maiyltod, 
Lloyd  of  Maaaachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott, Santb, 
Tavlor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware, 
and  V\  illiama — 23. 

Nats.  —  Mesars.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown. 
Chandler,  D*  Wolf.  Dickeraon,  Eaton,  Edward«,  Find-, 
lay,  Holmea  of  Maine,  Jackaon,  Jiihnaon  of  Kentucky, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie.  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  PaJmrr, 
Kuggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and 
Thomaa--84. 

So  the  Senate  determined  not  to  strike  out  the 
proposed  duty  of  four  and  a  half  cents  per  square 
yard,  on  cotton  bagging ;  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


Frioay,  May  7. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  tVom 
the  Secretary  of  Slate,  made  in  pursuance  of  tbe 
fifth  section  of  the  "Act  regulating  passenger  ships 
and  vessels ;"  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Gommitlee  on  Fioaocr, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  eiuitled  "Ao  act 
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for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  have  paid 
duties  OD  certain  goods  imported  into  Castine; 
and  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Beojsmin  Desobry ;"  reported  them  severally  with- 
out amendment. 

He  also  reported  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  J.  Ottramare,"  with  an  amendment; 
vbich  was  read. 

Mr.  RooGLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Dean  Wey month,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  NoBLfi  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Setohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
kf  before  the  Senate,  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  sea- 
non  of  Congreaa,  the  names  of  all  the  panaionera  on 
the  pension  liat  up  to  the  4th  of  September  next,  in 
conieqoeoee  of  wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  under  the  several  acta  of  Congreaa ;  the  amount 
paid  to  each  per  annum ;  the  State  to  which  each  one 
belongs ;  and  the  amount  of  money,  per  annum,  paid 
to  tba  aforeaaid  penaionera ;  and,  in  like  manner,  the 
Dtmes  of  all  the  penaionera  placed  on  the  penaion  list 
«p  to  the  4th  of  September  next,  in  consideration  of 
woaods  received  during  the  last  war,  by  virtue  of  the 
several  acta  of  Congreaa ;  the  amount  paid  to  each 
per  annum;  the  State  to  which  each  one  belonga; 
and  tha  amount  of  money  per  annum  paid  to  the  laat 
deichbed  penaionera;  deaignetiog   the  number  and 
names  of  thoae  who  receive  a  full  penaion  of  eight 
dollajs  per  month ;  alao,the  number  thai  have  ap|ilied 
for  a  pension  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  num- 
ber rejected ;  alao,  the  names  of  all  the  widows  and 
children  who  receive  half  pay  for  five  yeara,  placed  on 
the  pension  liat  up  to  the  4th  of  September  next,  by 
▼irtne  of  the  acte  of  Congress ;  the  amount  paid  to 
each  per  annum ;  the  State  to  which  each  one  belonga ; 
and  the  amount  of  money,  per  annum,  paid  to  the 
aaid  widowa  and  children ;  and  the  whole  amount  of 
Money  paid  to  the  aaid  widows  and  children  hereto- 
fere;  the  number  that  applied  for  a  pension ;  and  the 
lambcr  rejected.    The  namea  of  the  pensioners  on 
the  pension  liat,  up  to  the  4th  of  September  next,  that 
have  been  placed  thereon  under  the  aeveral  acta  of 
Congreaa  providing  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
bod  and  naval  aenrice  of  the  United  Statea  in  the 
RcvolutioDary  war ;  the  amount  paid  to  each  per  an- 
nnm ;  the  State  to  which  each  one  belonga ;  and  the 
tmoQnt  of  money  paid,  per  annum,  to  the  aaid  pen- 
ttoners;  the  number  that  applied  for  a  penaion,  and 
the  number  rejected.     That  the  Secretary  of  War  be 
further  directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  name  of 
every  other  penaioner  placed  upon  the  penaion  list 
within  hie  Department,  by  any  apecial  law,  or  any 
Mt  of  Congreaa,  not  above  referred  to;  the  amount 
paid  lo  each  per  annum ;  and  the  State  to  which  each 
sne  belonga. 

A  mesaage  from  the  House  of  Representative!! 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  nave  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  altering  the  timea  of 
holding  the  coarts  in  the  District  of  Columbia," 
with  an  aoiendment.  They  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  '*Ad  act  further  lo  regulate  the  inspection 
of  flour  in  the  county  of  Alexandria;"  in  which 
amendment  and  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 


Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  called  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  great  number  of  private  bills 
which  had  come  from  the  other  House,  and  which 
had  been  reported  by  committees  of  the  Senate. 
He  said  a  great  many  of  the  persons  for  whose 
relief  these  bills  were  drawn  were  waiting  their 
result  with  great  anxiety,  and  at  great  expense. 
He  hoped  the  Senate  would  agree  to  lav  the  tariff 
bill  on  the  table  until  to-morrow,  and  take  up  some 
of  the  bills  respecting  private  claims.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  that  the  bill  to  which  he  had  partic- 
ularly alluded,  together  with  the  resolutions  on 
the  subject,  submitted  yesterday  by  an  honorable 
member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  be  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LowBiE  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  it  was  declared  first  to  be  unon  Istyit^g 
Mr.  Barbour's  resolutions  on  the  table.  This 
was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  then  refused  to  Ifky  the  bill  "  to 
amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports" 
on  the  table. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  **  to 
amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports," was  again  taken  up  for  consideration,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  in  the  fol- 
lowing clause :  ^'  On  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or 
of  which  wool  shall  be  a  component  part,  a  duty 
of  30  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  30th  day 
of  June,  1825 ;  aud,  after  that  time,  a  duty  of 
one-third  per  centum  ad  valorem,"  by  inserting, 
after  the  word  "part,"  the  words  '* excepting 
worsted  stuff  goods." 

Messrs.  Smith  and  Mills  supported  this  amend- 
ment. It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Dickerson, 
D'WoLP,  and  Lowrie.  The  <)uestion  was  then 
put,  and  the  amendment  was  rejected,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

Yaia— Meaara.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmea  of  Miaaiaaippi,  H.  iohnaon 
of  Louiaiana,  J.  8.  Johnaton  of  Louisiana,  King  of 
Alabama,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  MasaachuaetU, 
Macon,  Milla,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van 
Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williama— 20. 

NATa—Meaara.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  I)' Wolf,  Dickeraon,  Eaton,  Edwarda,  Find- 
lay,  Holmea  of  Maine,  Jackaon,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mc- 
Ilvaioa,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rugglea,  Seymour,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Baren — 26. 

So  the  Senate  determined  not  to  except  worsted 
stufi*  goods  from  the  proposed  duty. 

Mr.  Barbour  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  extending  the  time  at  which  iu  provisions  are 
10  take  effect,  from  the  30th  day  of  January  next, 
to  the  30ih  day  of  September  next.  This  amend- 
ment was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  by  Messrs. 
Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Smith  ;  andopposed 
by  Messrs.  Ruogles,  Dickerson,  D'Wolp,  Tal- 
bot, Brown,  Bell,  and  Parrott. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  called  for  a  division  of 
the  question ;  and  the  question  was  declared  to  be 
on  striking  out  the  word  *'  June."    The  question 
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was  then  put  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

Ybai— Menrt.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmea  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sissippi, H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of 
Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Macon,  Mills,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke, 
Ware,  and  Williams— 2S. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown  Chand- 
ler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lowrie,  McIWaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Ruggles, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and 
Van  Bnren — 25. 

So  the  Senate  decided  not  to  alter  the  time  at 
which  the  operation  of  this  bill  in  to  commence. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  in  the  following  clause:  "  On  all  manu- 
factures of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be  a  com- 
ponent part,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem, until  the  30th  da^  or  June,  1825 ;  and, 
after  that  time,  a  duty  of  thirty-three  and  one-third 
per  centum,''  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "  part," 
the  words  *^  except  worsted  stuff  goods,  which 
shall  pay  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem." 
This  proposition  gave  rise  to  some  debate,  in 
which  Messrs.  Lowrie,  D'Wolp,  King,  of  New 
York,  Mills,  Knight,  EowARns,  and  Finolay, 
engaged.  The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Clayton, 
Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  H.  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana, J.  8.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware, 
and  Williams— 27. 

Nats — Messrs.    Barton,   Bell,  Brown,   Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,   Edwards,  Findlay,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,    Knight,    Lanman,    Lowrie,    Mcllvaine, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of 
Indiana,  and  Thomaa — 20. 

So  the  Senate  decided  that   <' worsted  stuff 

foods"  should  be  subjected  to  a  duty  of  twenty- 
ve  per  cent.  only. 

Mr.  Hayne  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
including  "  blankets,"  in  the  exception  which  had 
iust  been  made  in  favor  of  worsted  stuff  goods,  as 
liable  only  to  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad 
valorem.  This  amendment  was  supported  by  the 
mover,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  D'Wolf.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  put  and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yxas — Messfs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  8.  Johnston 
of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  8mith,TayIor  of  Virginia,  Van 
Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams— 24. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lauman, 
Lowrie,  McIlTaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour, 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van  Buren— 28. 


So  the  Senate  determined  that  blankets  should 
only  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  inserting  in  it  the  following  proviso : 

'<  Prodded^  That  all  articles  imported  into  the  Uoi* 
ted  States  in  any  ship  or  vessel  which  shall  have 
cleared  from  any  foreign  port  or  place  before  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  daties 
as  if  this  act  had  not  passed." 

Messrs.  Holmes,  Benton,  and  Dickersos, 
made  a  few  remarks  on  this  amendment.  The 
question  was  then  put  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yxas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mu- 
sissippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  8.  Johncton  of 
I^uisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachutctti, 
Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Vao 
Dyke,  Ware,  and  WUliams— 23. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brovo, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay, Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky ,  Knight,  Lanmas, 
Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Scy* 
mour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van 
Buren— 24. 

So  the  Senate  rejected  the  proviso  proposed  by 
Mr.  Holmes. 

Mr.  Branch  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing line  from  the  bill :  "  On  frying-pans,  four 
cents  per  pound."  This  amendment  was  sup- 
ported by  the  mover  and  by  Mr.  Hayne.  It  was 
agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Clsjtoo, 
Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  8.  Johnston  of  Louisiana, 
Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd 
of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Macaachoaetts,  Macon,  MilK 
Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams— 29. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'Woli;  Dickerson,  Edwards,  FindUy,  Knight,  Lan- 
man, Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  MoUe,  Palmer,  RuggleSf 
Seymour,  Talbot,  and  Thomaa— 18. 

So  the  Senate  determined  that  fryiog-psDS 
should  be  exempted  from  the  proposed  doty. 

Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  then  mored  lo 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following  line : . 
"  On  cocoa,  three  cents  per  pound."  Some  re- 
marks were  made  on  this  subject  by  the  mover, 
and  by  Messrs.  D'Wolf  and  Uickbrson.  The 
amendment  was  carried  without  division;  and 
thus  the  proposed  duty  on  cocoa  was  stricken  out* 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  the  following  clause :  ^'  On 
Russia,  Holland,  and  Raven's  duck,  osnaburg^, 

tic klen burgs,  and   burlaps,  a   duty  of p^f 

centum  ad  valorem."  Messrs.  D'Wolf,  Smith, 
Talbot,  Lowrie,  LLovn  of  Massachusetts,  Chan- 
dler, and  Barbour,  addressed  the  Senate  apon 
this  amendment.  The  question  was  then  put, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays 
as  follows : 
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Veai— Metars.  Barboor,  Bell,  Benton,  Chandler, 
Cltjton,  D'Wolf,  EUioU.  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holme*  of 
Maine,  Holmes  of  Miaaiftippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Loaiai- 
ana,  J.  8.  Johnston  of  Louiaiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  New  York.  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of 
Marylaod,  Lloyd  of  Maaaachuaetta,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
MilU,  Parrott,  Smith,  Thomaa,  Van  Buren,  Van 
Dyke,  Ware,  and  WUIiama— 30. 

Nats — Mesara.  Barton,  Branch,  Brown,  Dickeraon, 
Eitoo,  Edwarda,  Findlay,  Jackson.  Johnaon  of  Ken- 
tocky,  McIIvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rugglea,  Seymour, 
TaJbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Taylor  of  Virginia — 17. 

Mr.  Jackson  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in 
the  amendment  just  adopted  with  ''  twenty,"  so 
as  to  make  the  duty  twenty  per  cent.  This  was 
disagreed  to,  yeas  20,  nays  27. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  "  fifteen,''  so  that  the  proposed  duty 
should  be  fifteen  per  cent.  This  nroposition  was 
agreed  to,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne, 
Uolmea  of  Maine,  Holmee  of  Miaaiaaippi,  H.  John- 
aon of  Louiaiana,  J.  S.  Johnaton  of  Louiaiana,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd 
of  Maiyland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas, 
VaDBoren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams— 31. 

Nat9 — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Findlay,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Koigbt,  McUvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Buggies,  Sey- 
mour, Talbot,  and  Taylor  of  Indiana — 16. 

So  the  Senate  decided  that  "  Russia,  Holland, 
and  Raven's  duck,  osnaburgs,  ticklenbures,  and 
burlaps,"  should  be  subject,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  to  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  centum 
ad  valorem. 

Mr.LLOTD,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  after  the  clause  imposing  du- 
ties on  articles  manufactured  of  wool,  the  follow- 
iog  proviso : 

Provided,  That  all  articles  manufactured  of  wool, 
or  of  which  wool  is  a  component  part,  the  actual 
valae  of  which,  at  the  place  where  imported,  does  not 
exceed  fifty  cents  per  square  yard,  shall  be  subject  to 
a  doty  of  35  per  centum  ad  Talorem,  and  no  more.*' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mills,  the  amendment  was 
amended  by  striking  out  "fifty  cents,"  and  in- 
serting "  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents,"  as  the 
value  of  the  square  yard. 

Upon  the  amendment  as  amended,  some  remarks 
Were  made  by  Messrs.  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Dick- 
£adON,  Talbot,  and  Mills.  The  question  was 
then  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas 
aod  nays,  as  follows : 

Ykjis — Messrs.  Barbour,  tienton,  Branch,  Clayton, 
£atOQ,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississip- 
pi* Jackson,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  Williams— 34. 

5tATs— Messrs.  Bsrton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
^'Woir,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Low- 
rie. McIIvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rugglea,  Seymour, 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Bu- 
ren—W. 


So  the  Senate  decided  that  woollen  goods,  the 
value  of  which  does  not  exceed  thirty-three  and 
a  third  cents  the  square  yard,  shall  not  be  subject 
to  a  hiffher  duty  than  25  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Kino,  or  New  Yorit,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following  clause: 
'^On  tallow,  four  cents  per  pound."  Messrs. 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  and  Smith,  submitted  a 
few  observations  upon  this  amendment.  It  was 
agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Williams  then  moved,  as  a  consequence 
of  the  vote  that  had  just  passed,  that  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  allows  a  drawback  of  the 
duties  imposed  by  this  act,  on  the  exportation  of 
tallow,  be  stricken  out.  This  was  also  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing the  following  clause :  "  On  copper,  m  plates 
or  sheets,  two  cents  per  pound."  Messrs.  Lloyd, 
of  Massachusetts,  Smith,  D'Wolf^  and  Dicker- 
son,  spoke  upon  the  merits  of  this  amendment. 
It  was  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate — yeas  12,  nays 
35,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Benton,  D*  Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Findlay,  Jackaon,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Rug- 
glea, Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

NATB'Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Branch, 
Brown,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Edwarda,  Elliott,  Gaillard, 
Hayne,  Holmea  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  8.  Johnaton,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Mas- 
aachnsetta,  McIIvaine,  Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van 
Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williama. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  following  clause :  *^  On 
iron  cables  or  chains,  or  parts  thereof,  three  cents 
per  pound  ;  and  no  drawback  shall  be  allowed  on 
the  exportation  of  iron  cables,  or  parts  thereof." 
Messrs.  Lloyd,  Dickerson,  Parbott,  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  D'Wolf,  and 
Mills,  discussed  the  propriety  of  this  amendment. 
Mr.  Holmes  moved  to  amend  the  clause,  by  strik- 
ing out  three  cents,  and  inserting  two  cents,  as 
the  duty  on  iron  cables.  Mr.  Smith  called  for  a 
division  of  the  question.  The  question  was  then 
put,  on  striking  out  three  cents ;  and  decided  in 
the  negative — 23  in  the  affirmative,  24  in  the 
negative.  The  question  was  then  put,  on  Mr. 
Lloyd's  motion,  to  strike  out  the  whole  clause, 
and  determined  in  the  negative— 21  in  the  affir- 
mative, 26  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Henry  John- 
son, J.  S.  Johnaton,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachu- 
setts, Macon,  Milla,  Parrott,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke, 
Ware,  and  Williams. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D*  Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay, Holmes  of  Maine,  Jack -on,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Knight,  L&nman,  Lowrie,  McIIvaine,  Noble,  Palmer. 
Buggies,  Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  and  Thomas. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  then  moved  that  the 
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bill  be  amended,  by  iasertiQg  the  followiog  lioe: 
"  On  oats,  ten  cents  per  bushel."  This  was  agreed 
to,  twenty-seven  members  voting  in  the  amrma- 
tive. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following  clause :  '^On 
flax,  three  cents  per  pound."  This  amendment 
was  agreed  to  witnout  division. 

Mr.  Smith  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting a  speci6c  duty  on  prunella  shoes,  laced 
boots,  dbc.  This  was  agreed  <to,  twenty-stx  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Branch  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  following  line  :  "  On  pepper,  ten 
cents  per  pound."  This  was  agreed  to  without 
division. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  bjr  striking  out  the  following  clause:  "Oo 
coal,  six  cents  per  heaped  bushel."  This  propo- 
sition gave  rise  to  some  debate  between  the  mover, 
and  Messrs.  Barbour,  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts, 
and  D'WoLF.    It  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  also  moved  to  strike 
out  the  following  clause :  '*  On  glass  beads,  fifty 
cents  per  pound ;"  which  was  agreed  to  without 
division. 

Mr.  Hayne  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  from  the  following  clause :  "  On  an- 
vils and  anchors,  two  cents  per  pound,"  the  words 
two  cents  per  pounds  in  order  to  insert,  in  lieu  of 
the  specific  duty,  an  ad  valorem  duty.  Remarks 
were  made  upon  this  motion  by  Messrs.  Hayne, 
DicKERsoN,  and  Mills.  The  amendment  was 
not  agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  then  made  fur  adjoarnmenc,  which 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  the  casting  vote 
of  the  Chair  \  and  the  Senate  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow. 


Saturday,  May  8. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  list  of  the 
contracts  made  by  that  department  during  the 
past  year ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Afiairs,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  ad- 
ministrator of  John  B.  Fanning,  deceased,  late  a 
purser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;"  and 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Smith,  of  Alexandria  f  reported  them  severally 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Josiah  Watson  and  Jane  Watson, 
praying  relief  from  the  Government,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  dependent  and  helpless  situation  to 
which  they  have  been  reduced,  by  the  death  of 
their  son,  while  in  the  service  ot  his  country,  sub- 
mitted a  report:  The  committee  state,  that  the 
petitioners  are  the  parents,  in  very  advanced  life, 
of  the  late  William  Henry  Watson,  an  officer  of 
the  United  States  Navy,  of  great  promise;  who, 
after  having,  in  a  very  gallant  manner,  inflicted 
on  the  pirates  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the 


coasts  of  Cuba,  a  merited  and  severe  panishmeot, 
fell  a  victim,  while  on  duty,  to  the  epidemic  pre- 
vailing on  board  the  ship  of  war  John  Adams,  at 
Thompson's  Island,  in  the  autumn  of  the  last 
year ;  that  the  petitioners  afe  not  only  very  aged, 
but  are  in  narrow  circumstances ;  and  were  de- 
pendent upon  their  deceased  and  lamented  sod, 
tor  the  principal  part  of  their  support;  and  that 
their  case  presents  a  strong  claim  upon  the  sym- 
pathy, if  not  upon  the  justice,  of  the  Grorernment 
but  the  sense  of  Congress,  on  the  ioexpediencf 
of  extending  pension  allowances,  or  pecuoiarj 
grants,  to  cases  of  this  description,  having  been 
too  distinctly,  and  repeatedly,  expressed,  to  be 
misunderstood,  the  committee  ask  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject ;  and 
recommend  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition,  and  the  papers  accompany iag 
the  same. 

The  report  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  same 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  two  resolutions 
of  the  Senate,  the  one  respecting  the  establish- 
ment of  a  navy  yard  for  small  vessels  at  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  and  the  other  respecting  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  naval  depot  at  Pen- 
sacola,  reported  a  bill  "to  authorize  the  further 
examination  and  surveys  of  the  harbor  of  Charles- 
ton, and  coast  of  Florida,"  together  with  sundry 
documents  relating  to  the  subject.  The  bill  was 
read  twice. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
autliorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  for  the  schooner 
Five  Sisters,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  H.  Johnson  presented  the  petition  of  W. 
W.  Montgomery,  and  others,  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  praying  the  sale  of  certain  lots  in  said 
city,  for  the  purpose  of  building  an  exchange; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  RnoGLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  amend  an  act  supplemental  to  aa  act  entitled 
^An  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  ninth  article  of  a 
treaty  concluded  between  the  United  Sutes  and 
Spain,  the  22d  day  of  February,  1819,'  approved 
the  third  of  March,  1823  f  and  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Blean  f  reported 
them  severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston  presented  the  petition  of 
James  Fort  Muse,  of  Louisiana,  praying  a  grant 
of  land  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  mills  thereon ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Comoiittee 
on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  yesterday  brought  up  for  concurrence 
was  read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
entitled  ''An  act  altering  the  times  of  holding  the 
courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  and  concur- 
red therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
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of  ibeOth  iDstant,  to  print  a  number  of  copies  of 
the  tariff  bill,  to  be  distributed  among  the  people 
of  the  United  States;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  requesting  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
lay  before  tne  Senate  a  list  of  the  names  and  an- 
nual pay  of  all  the  public  pensioners;  and,  on 
motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill 
entitled  *^An  act  to  authorize  the  creation  of  a 
stock,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five  millions  of 
dollars,  to  provide  for  the  awards  of  the  commis- 
sioners under  the  treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  22d 
of  February,  1819;"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


THE  TARIFF. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  other 
House,  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing 
duties  on  imports,"  was  resumed,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole ;  Mr.  Eaton  was  called  to  the  chair. 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  following  line:  "On 
Cbinese  cassia,  ten  cents  per  pound."  The  amend- 
ment was  carried. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  the  following  line : 
'*oa  ginger,  two  cents  per  pound."  Mr.  L.  stated 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  propose  this 
amendment.     It  was  carried. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Ma.^sachusetts,  moved  further  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  from  the  following 
clause:  "On  printing,  copper  plate,  and  skatner's 
paper,  ten  cents  per  pound,"  the  words  "  copper 
plate."  Mr.  Lloyd  stated  that  his  object  was  to 
relieve  an  establishment  for  making  charts,  belong- 
ing to  a  celebrated  nautical  gen  tleman  (Mr.  Blunt, 
of  New  York,)  from  a  very  onerous,  oppressive, 
and  unnecessary  tax,  which  the  proposed  duty 
on  copper  plate  paper  would  impose  upon  him. 
Messrs.  Lam  man,  Lowrie,  Dickerson,  and  Find- 
ur,  opposed  this  amendment.  Mr.  Hayne  read 
some  statements,  to  show  the  oppressive  operation 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  this  bill,  upon  paper 
generally.  Tbe  question  was  then  put,  and  the 
amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hayne  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
'trikiogoat  from  the  following  clause:  ^'On  folio 
and  quarto  post  paper,  of  ail  kinds,  twenty  cents 
pet  pound,"  the  word  ^^  twenty,"  and  insert,  in  lien 
of  it,  the  word  fifteen.  This  motion  was  supported 
by  tbe  mover  and  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  opposed 
by  Mr.  Dickerson.  The  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Brancb  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  stri- 
ding out  the  following  lines : 

**  On  catting  knives,  twenty-five  cents  each ; 
Oo  scythes,  twenty  cents  each ; 
On  tidtles  sod  reaping  hooks,  twelve  cents  each  ; 
On  spades  and  shovelt,  of  iron  or  steel,  twenty  cents 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  tbe  mover, 
^  Messrs.    Smith,  Lloyo,  of  Mass.,  Hayne, 


Holmes,  of  Maine,  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  Taylor, 
of  Virginia,  Mills,  and  Barbour;  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Lowrib,  Dickerson,  Findlay,  Brown, 
D' Wolf,  and  Lanman.  This  discussion  involves 
the  ^neral  propriety  and  expediency  of  levying 
specific  duties  on  articles  which  vary  much  in 
quality  and  in  cost. 

Mr.  Branch  consented  to  vary  his  motion,  so 
as  to  strike  out  the  specific  duties  proposed  on  these 
articles,  and  insert,  m  lieu  thereof,  a  duty  of  tfanrty 
per  centuorr  ad  valorem.  The  question  was  pat 
upon  the  motion,  as  modified ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  31,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Bsrboar,  Benton,  Branch,  Clayton, 
Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Missiaaippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentocky, 
Henry  Johnson,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  Ala- 
bams,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd 
of  Masaschuaetts,  Mcllvaine,  Mscon,  Mills,  Psnott, 
Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Wsre,  and  Williams. 

NATs-^Messra.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'WoIf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findiay,  Knight,  Lan- 
man, Lowrie,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  and 
Thomas. 

Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  words  in  the  first  section,  "  On  screws  of 
iron,  weighing  twenty-five  pounds,  or  upwards, 
eight  cents  per  pound ;  on  screws  of  iron,  for  wood, 
called  wood  screws,  not  exceeding  one  inch  in 
length,  eight  cents  per  groce ;  over  one  inch,  and 
not  exceeding  two  inches  in  length,  fourteen  cents 
per  groce ;  over  two  inches  in  length,  twenty  cents 
per  groce  ;*'  and  insert, "  On  screws  of  iron,  weigh- 
ing twenty-five  pounds,  or  upwards,  thirty  per 
centum  ad  valorem ;  on  screws  of  iron,  for  wood, 
called  wood  screws,  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem.'' 
It  was  determined  in  the  amrmative — yeas  26,  nays 
21,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Clayton, 
Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmea  of  Maine,  Holmes  of 
Missiaaippi,  Jaekaon,  Henry  Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnaton, 
Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  I&ng  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Maaaachoaetta,  Macon,  Mills,  Psr- 
rott.  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and 
Wiliiama. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chsndler, 
D*Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findiay,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
Thomas  and  Van  fi uren. 

So  the  Senate  decided  that  an  ad  valorem  duty 
of  thirty  per  centum  should  be  imposed  by  the  bill, 
on  thej^e  articles,  instead  of  the  specific  duty  in  the 
bill,  as  it  came  from  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  soecific  duty,  of 
ten  cents  per  pound,  *^on  all  vessels  of  copper," 
and  inserting  a  duty  of  thirty-five  per  cent,  ad  val- 
orem. This  motion  was  negatived  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  Chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
proposed  duty  on  black  lead  pencils,  was  changed 
from  a  specific  duty  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
per  groce,  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  forty  per  cent. 

Mr.  LowRiE  then  moved  to  amend  the  following 
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clause  of  the  bill :  "  On  all  wares  of  cut  glass,  not 
specified,  three  cents  per  pound,  and,  in  addition 
thereto,  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  thirty  per  centum," 
by  raising  the  duty  on  the  pound,  from  three  to  six 
cents.  Mr.  Lowrie  explained  the  reasons  of  his 
motion,  and  Messrs.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts, 
Smith,  Talbot,  and  Hayne,  made  some  remarks 
upon  it.  The  question  on  the  amendment  was 
then  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 17  to  26. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
duty  on  "  Venetian  carpeting"  was  reduced  from 
fifty  cents  to  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard. 

Mr.  Dickers  ON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  raise  the  duty  on  all  books  printed  in  the  Greek 
and  Latin  languages  from  four  cents  per  volume 
to  eighteen  and  an  half  cents  per  pound,  when 
bound ;  and  sixteen  and  an  hair  cents  per  pound 
when  in  sheets  or  boards.  Upon  this  proposition 
remarks  were  made  by  the  mover,  and  by  Messrs. 
Barbour,  Smith,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Mills, 
Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts  Edwards,  Lowrie,  and 
Hayne. 

Mr.  Hayne  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  amount  of  duty  per  pound,  with  a 
view  to  insert  an  ad  valorem  duty.  This  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  ufion  Mr.  Dicker- 
son's  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  22,  nays  25. 

YsAS — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlsy, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcll- 
vaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rugglea,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Tay- 
lor, of  Indiana,  and  Thomas. 

Nats — Measra.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gailltrd,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  John* 
son  of  Kentucky,  Henry  Johnson,  J.  8.  Jobnstoo,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Mary- 
land, Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott, 
Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Baren,  Van  Dyke, 
Ware,  and  WUliamF. 

Mr.  Hayne  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
stiking  out  the  duty  of  thirty-seven  and-a-haif 
cents  per  pound  on  books,  when  bound;  and 
thirty-three  cents  per  pound  on  books,  when  in 

boards  or  sheets,  and  to  insert  a  dutv  <<of per 

centum  ad  valorem^*  in  lieu  thereof:  Mr.  H.  sta- 
ted that  his  object  in  making  this  motion  was,  in 
the  first  place,  to  get  rid  of  this  singular  duty  on 
books  by  the  pound,  and,  in  the  second  place,  to 
substitute  a  very  moderate  duty  (one  not  exceed- 
ing the  present  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent.)  in  lieu  of 
the  proposed  duty,  which  he  considered  as  equal 
to  forty  per  cent,  at  least.  Mr.  H.  contended  that 
the  duty  on  books  ought  to  be  such  as  to  encour- 
age the  importation  of  foreign  works,  nnd  that, 
with  respect  to  books  in  general  use,  it  is  well 
known  that  the  American  bookseller  could  not 
only  enter  into  competition  with  books  printed 
abroad,  but  had  almost  excluded  them  from  the 
market.  But  there  was  a  class  of  books  of  sci- 
ence, not  generally  read,  though  very  important 
to  professional  and  scientific  men,  whicn  were 
not  generally  republished  in  this  country.  No 
obstacle  should  be  interposed  to  prevent  the  intro- 
duction of  such  books.    Mr.  H.  considered  books 


as  a  raw  material,  essential  to  the  fotmatioD  of 
the  mind,  the  morals,  and  the  character  of  the 
people ;  and  which  should  be  introduced  free  of 
duty.  Mr.  H.  also  strongly  objected  to  the  duty 
on  books  by  the  pound.  The  value  of  a  book,  he 
thought,  did  not  depend  on  its  weight.  He  com- 
parea  this  method  of  estimating  books  to  that 
mentioned  in  Knickerbocker's  History  of  New 
York,  where  the  Dutch  Governor  settled  mercao- 
tile  transactions  by  weighing  the  merchants'  books 
of  account  in  scales. 

This  amendment  was  also  supported  by  Mr. 
Mills,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Dickerson.  The 
question  upon  adopting  it  was  then  put,  and 
carried  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  25,  nays  22,  as 
follows : 

Ybab — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brtnch, 
Clayton,  Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmef  of 
Maine,  Holmes  of  Mitaissippi,  Henry  Johnson,  Joaiih 
8.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  MaasackotttU, 
Macon,  Mills,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke, 
Ware,  and  Williams. 

Nats— Measra.  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler,  D'Wolf, 
Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Jackson,  Johown  of 
Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  No- 
ble, Palmer,  Parrott,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Tay- 
lor of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren. 

Mr.  Dickerson  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
amendment  which  bad  just  been  adopted,  with 
*^  twenty,"  so  as  to  make  the  duty  twenty  per 
centum  ad  valorem.    This  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Seymour  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
"  twenty^five,"  so  as  to  make  the  duly  twenty-fire 
per  centum  ad  valanm.  This  was  carried— yeas 
24,  nays  23,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Cbandler, 
D' Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmtf 
of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Koigbt, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Roggleii 
Seymonr,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and 
Van  Buren. 

NAva — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Brmnch,  Clsyton, 
Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne.  Holmes  of  Miaaiasippi,  Heniy 
Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  Alsbama, 
King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of 
MassachusetU,  Maoon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor 
of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams. 

So  the  duty  on  all  books  was  fixed,  in  the  bill 
at  twenty*five  per  centum  ad  vtUoretfL 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  except- 
ing "  cambrics  and  lawns  made  of  flax,"  from  itte 
duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  imposed^  by  the  bill, 
upon  all  manufactures  of  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or 
hemp.  Mr.  8.  communicated  to  the  Senate  some 
statements  in  snpport  of  his  motion.  The  amend- 
ment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  except  "  laces  made  of  flax  or 
cotton,"  from  the  duty  proposed  in  the  bill.  This 
wais  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbodr,  the  bill  was  laid 
upon  the  table ;  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  Executive  business ;  and,  imme- 
diately after  the  doors  were  opened,  adjourned  till 
Monday. 
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Monday,  May  10. 

The  following  Message  was  received,  on  the  8th 
instant,  from  uie  President   of  the   United 
States : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .* 

I  comiDQDicate,  herewith,  to  the  Senate,  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  documents  rela- 
ting to  the  present  atate  of  the  commercial  intercoarae 
between  the  United  Sutea  and  Portugal,  requested  by 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  ult. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WisaivoTov,  Jfey  7,  1824. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  tor  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  petition  of  John  S. 
Stiles,  executor  of  George  Stiles;  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  McIlvainc,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Cleveland,  jr.,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Peter  Yandes;"  and  the  bill,  entitled 
'^Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  C.  Montgomery ;" 
reported  them,  severally,  without  amendment 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  "  to  authorize 
the  creation  of  stock,  not  exceeding  five  millions 
of  dollars,  to  provide  for  the  awards  of  the  Com- 
missioners under  the  treaty  with  Spain,"  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  motion  of  the  7th  instant,  requiring  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  names 
aod  annual  pay  of  all  public  pensioners,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  confer  certain  powers 
on  the  Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Alexandria, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" and  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize 
th^President  of  the  United  States  to  efiter  into 
certain  negotiations  relative  to  lands  located  under 
Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants,  lying  between 
Ludlow's  and  Roberts's  lines,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio;"  in  whicb  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  further  to  regulate 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales :  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the 
UWe. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  further  to  amend 
the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States,  and  pro- 
^de  for  holding  the  circuit  courts ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Coro- 
niitteeof  the  Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  an  exam- 
iDstionof  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  in  South  Car- 
olina and  of  the  coast  of  Florida  ;  and,  on  motion, 
it  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  establish  a  Surveyor  Greneral's 


office  in  the  Territory  of  Aritansas ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, it  was  postponed  to  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bilJ,  entitled  ^^An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  incorporate  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  City  of  Washington,"  passed  the  15th 
of  May,  1820  ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  it 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes,  when  committed  in 
anv  navy  yard,  fort,  arsenal,  magazine,  dock, 
lighthouse,  tract  of  Jand,  or  other  place  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
ordered  that  it  be  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

The  bill  *4n  addition  to  an  act  establishing 
navy  hospitals"  was  taken  up  for  consideration  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, explained  the  objects  of  the  bill.  The 
bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amend- 
ment, and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  authorizing  the  purchase  of  six 
hundred  and  fifty  copies  ot  Way  &  Qideon's  edi- 
tion of  the  Journals  of  the  Oli  Congress,  from 
1774  to  1788,  for  the  use  of  Congress,  was  taken 
up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky  spoke  in  favor  of,  and 
Mr.  DiCKBRSON  opposed  it.  Mr.  Lowrie  moved 
to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  six  Aun- 
dred  and  fjiy^  and  inserting  ^Ivrte  mnittd,  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  Virginia,  advocated  the  passage  of 
the  resolution.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Some  remarks  were  made  upon  the  resolution  as 
to  the  quality  of  this  edition  and  the  distribution 
of  the  copies  by  Messrs.  King  of  New  York,  Van 
BuREN,KLLtoTT,  Smith,  Eaton,  Holmes  of  Me., 
Hayne,  and  Lanman.  The  resolution  was  then 
reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended,  and  passed  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  '^relative  to  the  Patent  Office,  and  to 
the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  thereof,"  was 
next  taken  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This 
bill  provides  that  the  Patent  Office  shall  remain, 
as  now,  attached  to  the  Department  of  State,  and 
that  the  Superintendent  shall  receive  a  salary  of 
two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  his  services.  The  passage  of  the  btil  was 
advocated  by  Messrs.  Johnson  ofKentucky,  Tal- 
bot, and  Smith  ;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Low- 
rie, CHANnLER,  and  Taylor  of  Virginia.  The 
bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
"  providing  for  the  appointment  of  an  Indian  accent 
for  the  Osage  Indians  west  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  then  taken  up  for  consideration,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Benton  explained 
the  objects  of  the  bill.  It  was  then  reported  to 
the  Senate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  ^*  to  authorize  the  President  to  hold  a 
treaty  with  the  Indians  owning  the  country  on 
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the  south  side  of  Lake  Superior,  for  the  purpose 
of  extinguishing  their  title  to  certain  districts, 
supposed  to  contain  valuable  mines  of  copper," 
was  then  taken  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  made  some  remarks  on 
the  subject,  and  concluded  by  movine  the  indefi- 
nite postponement  of  the  biu.  Mr.  centon  re- 
plied briefly  to  Mr.  Kino,  and  moved  that  the  bill 
be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  latter  course 
was  agreed  to. 

ALEXANDER  McNAIR. 

The  bill  reported  bv  the  Committee  on  Claims 
in  the  Senate,  "  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Mc- 
Nair,"  was  next  taken  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  Mr.  RnaoLEs  stated  the  nature  of  this 
claim.  It  was  for  property  destroyed,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  being  occupied  by  the  United  States 
troops;  for  services  performed  for  the  Gk)vern- 
ment ;  and  for  interest  paid  on  moneys  borrowed 
for  the  service  of  the  Government.  Mr.  Csan- 
DLER  moved  to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the 
bill,  which  provides  payment  for  the  services  ren- 
dered by  Gov.  McNair,  and  for  interest.  Messrs. 
Johnson. of  Kentucky,  Lanman,  and  Benton, 
opposed  the  motion  to  strike  out.  The  question 
OQ  striking  out  the  second  section  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  5,  nays  33,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Chandler,  Clayton,  Maeon,  Palmer, 
and  Tajlor  of  Virginia. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barboar,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Brown,  D*Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwarda,  Elliott,  Find- 
lay,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  Jackson*  Johnson  of  Kentacky,  Henry 
Johnson,  Josiah  8.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachuaetta,  Lowrie, 
Mclivaine,  Mills,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams* 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

THE  TARIFF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives^  **  to  amend  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  importSjl'  was  again  taken 
up  for  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  DiCKERsoN  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  fourth  section,  which  provides  for 
the  allowance  of  the  drawback  on  *'  plain  silk  and 
^  nankeen  cloths,  imported  in  American  vessels 
^  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  although 
^  the  said  cloths,  before  the  exportation  thereof, 

*  shall  have  been  colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed, 

*  stamped,  or  painted,  in  the  Unitai  States." 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  King, 
of  New  York,  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  D' Wolf,  ^ 
and  Smith,  and  supported  by  the  mover  and  Mr. ' 

FiNDLAY. 

Mr.  HoLMBB,  of  Maine,  made  some  remarks  in 
relation  to  the  distinction  made  between  the  silks 
from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  those 
of  France,  to  which  Mr.  Lloyd  replied. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  this  section  by 
making  it  include  all  plain  silks.  This  was  not 
agreed  to. 


Mr.  Lo  WRiE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  words,  ^*  and  nankeen  cloths  imported  ia 
American  vessels  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope."  This  amendment  was  adopted,  and  ibe 
section  now  reads : 

"  That  the  drawback  allowed  by  law  on  plain  lilk 
shall  be  allowed,  although  the  said  cloths,  before  tbe 
exportation  thereof,  shall  have  been  colored,  printed, 
stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or  painted,  in  the  United 
SUtes,"  dbc. 

This  section,  as  amended,  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Lowrie  and  D'Wolf,  and  opposed  by 

Mr.  DiCKERSON. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  whole  section 
was  then  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  26,  nays  21,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brandt, 
Brown,  Chandler,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jsckioo, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Josiah  8.  Johnston,  King  of 
Alabama,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott, 
Ruggle*!  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Ware  and  Wiltiama. 

Nais— Messrs.  Barbour,  Clayton,  D* Wolf,  Elliott, 
Oaillard,  Hayne,  Henry  Johnson,  Kelly,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Mmssaehusetts,  Low- 
rie, McIlTaine,  Macon,  Mills,  Seymour,  Smith,  Thoo- 
as,  Van  Buren,  and  Van  Dyke. 

So  the  section,  providing  for  the  allowaoce 
of  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  silks  and 
nankeens,  when  colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed, 
stamped,  or  painted,  in  this  country,  was  strickea 
out. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  inserting  the  following : 

"  On  all  mannfactores  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk  flhiil 
be  a  component  material,  coming  from  beyond  tbe 

Cape  of  uoo<I  Hope,  a  duty  of per  centum  ad 

valorem. 

On  all  other  mannfactores  of  silk  or  of  which  silk 

shall  be  a  component  material,  a  doty  of ^r 

centum  ad  ▼alorem." 

Mr.  Holmes  stated  that  his  object  in  moriDg 
this  amendment  was  to  ascertain  whether  the 
Senate  was  willing  to  make  a  diseriminationJje- 
tween  the  silks  of  France,  aod  those  of  lodia* 
The  former  country,  he  said,  took  a  considerable 
amount  of  articles  of  the  production  of  this  couo- 
try ;  and  he  thought  we  ought  to  discrimioate  ia 
favor  of  her  silks. 

Messrs.  Talbot,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd 
of  Massachusetts,  Hayme,  and  Smith,  made  some 
remarks  upon  the  proposcHd  amendment, 

Mr.  Talbot  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  first 
amendment  with  "  thirty,"  so  as  to  make  thedutf 
on  India  silks  tkirtp  per  cent.  This  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Talbot,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Lloyo  oI 
Massachusetts.    It  was  not  agreed  ta 

The  first  blank  was  then  filled  with  'twenty- 
five  *,"  and  the  second  with  "  twenty." 

The  question  was  then  upon  adopting  tbe 
amendment  with  the  blanks  thus  filled.  Mr  Lov- 
RIB  opposed,  and  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  sup- 
ported It.  The  amendment  was  agreed  i(h  ^f 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 
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YxA8— McMri.  Barboor,  Benton,  Branch,  Brown, 
ChaoJJer,  Clayton,  Dickerson,  Elliott,  GaiUard,  Hayne, 
Uolmet  of  Maui#,  Holmea  of  Miaaissippi,  Johnaon  of 
Kentucky,  H.  Johnaon  of  Loaiatana,  J.  8.  Johnaton  of 
Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  JAoyd  of  Mary- 
land, Mclkaine,  Macon,  Rugglea,  Smith,  Talbot,  Tay- 
lor of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomaa,  Van  Dyke, 
Ware,  and  Williams— 39. 

NiT»— Meaara.  Barton,  Bell,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Findlay,  Jackson,  King  of  New  York,  Knight, 
Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maaaachaaetta,  Lowrie,  Mills,  No- 
ble, Palmer,  Parrott,  Beymoar,  and  Van  Buren — 18. 

So  the  Senate  agreed  to  insert  a  discrimiDating 
daty  of  five  per  cent,  between  the  silks  of  France 
and  those  of  India,  in  favor  of  the  former.  The 
efect  of  this  amendment  is,  to  reduce  the  duty  on 
all  other  silks,  except  those  of  India,  five  per  cent. 
lower  than  proposed  by  the  bill  as  it  came  from 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  insert- 
iDgthe  following  clause:  "On  morocco  skins, 
thirty  per  centum  ad  vaLorem."  This  amendment 
was  Dot  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  following  lines : 

"  On  wheat,  twenty-five  centa  per  bushel ; 

On  wheat-flour,  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight ; 

On  potatoes,  ten  cents  per  bushel." 

This  proposition  to  amend  was  discussed  by 
the  mover,  and  by  Messrs.  Barbodr,  Johnson  of 
Kentacky,  Dickerson,  Smith,  D'Wolf,  Lloyd 
of  Maryland,  and  Findlay. 

Mr.  Smith  called  for  a  division  of  the  question ; 
he  wished  to  have  the  question  on  striking  out 
the  duty  on  potatoes,  taken  separately. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  striking  out 
the  proposed  duties  on  ''  wheat  and  wheat-flour." 
It  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows : 

YtLs — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Elliot,  GaiUard, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Misaiasippi,  H.  Johnaon  of  Loais- 
iana,  J.  8.  Johnaton  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Ala- 
^a.  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maaaachnaetta, 
Maooa,  Milie,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Ware,  and  Williama-*19. 

NATa— Meears.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Cbiodler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Findlay,  Holnea  of  Maine,  Jackaon,  Johnaon 
of  Kentneky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland, 
I^cric,  McUvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggtee,  Seymour, 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and 
^an  Dyke— 38. 

Bo  the  Senate  refused  to  strike  out  the  proposed 
dut^  on  wheat  and  wheat-flonr. 

The  question  was  then  upon  striking  oot  the 
Pf(^)o$ed  duty  of  ten  cents  per  bushel  upon  pota- 
toes. Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  submitted  this 
amesdinent,  and  Mr.  D'Wolf  opposed  it.  It 
^^  rejected,  yeas  15,  nays  32,  as  follows : 

Tiia— Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Elliott,  Gaillard, 
Hajne,  Holmea  of  Miaaissippi,  Henry  Johnson,  Jo- 
•iah  B.  Johnaton,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
JJfw  York,  Macon,  Taylor  of  Virgfcia,  Ware,  and 
Willi  aaia. 

^ATs — ^Meaara.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D*Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Ed- 


wards, Findlay.  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackaon,  Johnaon 
of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Mills, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Smith 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and 
Van  Dyke. 

Mr.  Baton  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  the  following : 

**  On  cotton,  picked  or  ginned,  aiz  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  cotton,  not  picked  or  ginned,  one  and  a  half 
centa  per  pound." 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Hayne, 
Branch,  Elliott,  and  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
and  supported  by  the  mover,  and  by  Messrs.  Brown, 
D'Wolf,  and  smith.  It  was  subsequently  with^ 
drawn  by  the  mover. 

The  bill,  with  the  several  amendments,  was 
then  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Wbole^ 
to  the  Senate.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd  of  Mass- 
achusetts, the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  the  amendments  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  May  11. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Conunittee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  further  to  regulate 
the  inspection  of  flour  in  the  county  of  Alexan- 
dria," reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Bbll,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
tlie  relief  of  John  Topp,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jodiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  K.  Carter  j"  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  leeal 
representatives  of  Fry  and  Spalding;"  the  bill 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  M'Cul- 
loch ;"  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
MarY  H.  Hawkins;"  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  assignees  and  legal  represen- 
tatives of  John  H.  Piatt;"  and  the  bill  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Morris  Goldsmith  and 
Anthony  Roderick;"  reported  them,  severally, 
without  amendmenL 

The  two  bills,  yesterday  brought  up  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  concurrence,  were 
severally  read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  confer 
certain  powers  on  the  levy  court  of  the  county  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  certain 
negotiations  relative  to  lands  located  under  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warrants,  lying  between  Lud- 
low's and  Roberts's  lines,  in  the  State  of  Ohio," 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  improve  the  navigation 
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of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers ;"  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

THE  TARIFF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  "  to  amend  the  several 
acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  was  taken 
up  for  consideration  in  Senate. 

The  question  was  put,  separately,  upon  con- 
curring in  the  several  amendments  made  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  in  the  following  order : 

To  insert — "  On  Russia,  Holland,  and  Raven's 
duck,  osnaburgs,  burlaps,  and  tic klen burgs,  a  duty 
of  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem."  This  was 
concurred  in  without  division. 

To  except  "  worsted  stufi*  goods  and  blankets," 
from  the  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  imposed  on 
other  manufactures  or  wool;  and  suoject  the 
same  to  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent.  only.  Mr. 
RuGOLEs  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "blankets" 
from  this  exception,  and  supported  his  motion  by 
some  remarks  on  the  subject.  This  motion  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Hayne,  Elliott,  Smith,  and 
Taylor,  of  Virginia,  and  supported  by  Messrs 
Talbot  and  Dickerson.  The  motion  was  lost — -* 
yeas  23,  nays  24,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcll- 
vaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rugglea,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Tay- 
lor of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barboar,  Branch,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes 
of  Mississippi,  Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  8.  Johnston, 
Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York»  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Par- 
rott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  I^ke,  Ware,  and 
Williams. 

The  exception,  as  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  was  then  concurred  in. 

To  strike  out  the  highest  progressive  duty  from 
the  section  imposing  duties  on  manufactures  of 
wool,  which  provides  that,  after  the  30th  dav  of 
June,  1826,  those  manufactures  shall  be  subject 
to  a  duty  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  centum 
ad  valorem.  This  was  agreed  to,  without  divi- 
sion. The  highest  duty  proposed  by  the  bill  on 
woollen  manufactures,  is  thus  left  at  thirty-three 
and  one-third  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

To  insert  the  following  proviso  to  the  section 
imposing  duties  on  manufactures  of  wool :  '^  Pro- 
i>ided,  That,  on  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of 
which  wool  shall  be  a  component  part,  the  actual 
value  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
shall  not  exceed  thirty-three  and  a  third  cents  per 
square  yard,  shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of 
twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem.  This  was 
agreed  to. 

To  insert  in  the  section  proposing  to  levy  a  duty 
of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  all  manufactures  of 
cotloUj  silk,  flax,  or  hemp,  a  clause  subjecting  all 
manufactures  of  silk,  coming  from  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per 
cent.,  and  all  other  manufactures  of  silk,  to  a  duty 
of  twenty  per  cent.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachu- 
setts, moved  to  amend  this  clause  so  as  to  leave 


all  silks  subject  to  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent  onlf. 
This  amendment  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
Mr.  Parrott,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  Talbot,  Uickerson,  and  Lowrie. 
This  amendment  was  disagreed  to — ^yeas  8,  nafs 
38,  as  follows : 

ViAS^-Messrs.  Branch,  Clayton,  Hayne,  KiDgof 
New  York,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Milk,  tod 
Parrott. 

Nays — ^^lessra.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Brown,  Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentaekj, 
Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  8.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabama,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Low* 
rie,  McIWaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymonr, 
Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Yirgina, 
Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  WiUianu. 

The  question  then  was  upon  agreeing  to  the 
insertion  of  the  clause,  as  agreed  to  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  which  makes  a  discrimination  of 
five  per  cent,  against  silks  from  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  This  amendment  was  concurred 
in. 

To  reduce  the  minimum  upon  which  the  duties 
on  cotton  cloths  are  to  be  calculated,  from  thirty- 
five  to  thirty  cents  per  square  yard.  This  was 
concurred  in,  without  division. 

To  ii^rt  the  following  proviso:  ^Providd 
also,  that  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  ap- 
ply to,  or  be  enforced  against,  importatioss  of 
goods  from  ports  or  places  eastward  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  or  beyond  Gape  Horn,  before  the 
first  of  November  next  ensuing." 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  proviso  by  striking  out  the  words  "  before  the 
first  of  November  next  ensuing,"  and  insertioe 
the  following ;  "  in  American  vessels  which  cleared 
out  from  the  United  States  before  the  1st  of  March. 
1824,  and  shall  arrive  in  the  United  States  prior 
to  the  first  of  December  next."  Mr.  Lloyd  ex- 
plained the  objects  of  his  amendment;  and  some 
remarks  were  made  upon  the  subject  by  Messrs. 
Lowrie,  Holmeb  oi  Maine,  Smith,  Mills, 
D'Wolf,  King  of  New  York,  and  Eaton.  Mt- 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  that  the  word  "  No- 
vember" only,  be  stricken  out  from  the  proviso. 
This  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  LLOvn  withdrew 
his  amendment.  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  thea 
moved  that  the  blank,  caused  by  striking  o\ii 
"  November,"  be  filled  with  "  January."  Messrs. 
Taylob,  of  Virginia,  and  Ghandler,  sabmttted 
some  observations  in  regard  to  the  proposed  exten- 
sion  of  time.  The  amendment  was  carried—yeas 
24,  nays  22 ;  and  the  proviso,  as  amended,  was 
concurred  in — ^yeas  24,  nays  22.  So  the  Senate 
decided  that  this  act  shall  be  inapplicable  to  im- 
portations of  goods  from  ports  eastward  of  the 
Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  or  beyond  Cape  Horn,  be- 
fore the  first  of  January  next  ensuing. 

To  strike  out,  from  the  section  imposing  duties 
on  unmanufactured  wool,  that  part  which  po- 
vides  for  the  progressive  duty  on  that  article, 
over  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem.  The  bill,  as 
it  came  from  the  other  House,  provides  (or  an 
immediate  duty,  on  unmanufactured  wool  of  20 
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per  ceDtom  ad'  valorem ;  and  a  progressive  duty 
until  Juoe  1, 1830 ;  after  which,  it  was  to  remain 
at  50  per  cent.  The  Senate,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  limited  the  progressive  duty  to  thirty  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.  The  amendment  was  con- 
curred in. 

To  reduce  the  duty  on  Venetian  carpeting  from 
fifty  cents  to  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard. 
This  was  concurred  in. 

To  strike  out  the  following  clause :  "  On  hemp, 
two  cents  per  pound."  This  amendment  was  di- 
Tided,  and  the  question  was  taken  on  striking  out 
"  two  cents  per  pound."  This  was  agreed  to  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Teas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Clajtoo,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
floitnes  of  MiBsissippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J. 
8.  Johnston  of  LoQisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Maryland, 
Lloyd  of  Massachuietts,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mills,  Par- 
rott,  Seymour,  Sipith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas, 
Yin  Buren,  Van  Byke,  Ware,  and  Williams— 30. 

Nats — Meiisrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  D'Wolf, 
Dickerton,  Eaton,  Findlay,  Jackson,  Lanman,  McU- 
Tiine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Haggles,  Talbot,  and  Taylor  of 
loJiaoa — 16. 

Mr.  Talbot  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
''  thirty-seven  dollars  per  ton,"  so  as  to  make  the 
clanse  read,  '*  Oa  hemp,  thirty-seven  dollars  per 
ton."  This  amendment  was  supported  by  the 
mover,  and  by  Messrs.  Eaton  and  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Holmes  of 
Maioe,  Lloyd  of^  Massachusetts,  Mills,  and 
Bahbour. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  "  forty-five  dollars  per  ton."  This 
was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Noble. 

Mr.  Noble  said  be  would  state  to  the  Senate 
tile  reasons  of  the  vote  which  he  was  about  to 
gire ;  as  it  would  appear,  without  explanation  of 
the  vote,  that  he  refused  to  give  protection  to  the 
growers  of  hemp  in  the  United  States,  and  more 
especially  in  the  Western  country — the  country 
in  which'  he  reaided.  He  had  voted  to  retain  in 
the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atires,  the  two  cents  per  pound  on  hemp,  equal  to 
fofty-four  dollars  and  eighty  cents  per  ton ;  but 
the  Senate  reiected  it.  in  relation  to  every  arti- 
cle in  the  bill,  the  Senate,  from  the  first  aiscus- 
^oa  of  it,  had  been  nearly  equally  divided ;  and, 
although  amendment  after  amendment  had  been 
loade  to  the  bill,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  some  of  those  who  offered  the  amendments 
inteoded  to  Tote  against  the  entire  bill  on  the 
fioal  passage.  He  had  set. out  from  the  com- 
mencement to  afford  every  protection  to  the  man- 
ofacturer,  and,  in  doing  so.  he  paid  due  regard  to 
the  different  sections  of  the  country,  and  found 
compromise  of  opinion  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  the  final  passage  of  the  bill.  He  well 
knew  that,  if  the  protection  given  to  the  growers 
of  hemp,  or  duties  laid  on  foreign  hemp,  exceeded 
thirty-five  dollars  per  ton,  which  was  an  increase 
of  five  dollars  on  the  ton,  the  bill  would  be  jeop- 
ardized, and  finally  lost.    He  would,  therefore, 


voteaffarnst  the  duties  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentuckv,  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  and  would  vote  for  the  duty  of  thirty- 
five  dollars  per  ton,  as  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maine.  If  he  could  not  afford  protection  to 
every  class,  he  would  to  a  part,  rather  than  to 
give  it  to  none. 

The  motion  made  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland, 
was  then  rejected — yeas  6,  nays  40,  as  follows : 

YxAS— Messrs.  Branch,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and 
Taylor  of  Virginia. 

l^ATs — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Brown,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Ea- 
ton, Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Hayne, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson, 
Henry  Johnson,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of 
Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Rnggles,  Seymour,  Smith,  Thomas,  Van 
Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Talbot's 
motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  ^'  thirty-seven  dollars 
per  ton."  This  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  19,  nays  27,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Branch,  Brown, 
D*Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  8. 
Johnston,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Mcllvaine, 
Buggies,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Taylor  of 
Virginia. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton, 
Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Ma- 
con, Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Seymour,  Smith, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams. 

Mr.  Chandler  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
the  words  "  thirty-five  dollars  per  ton."  The  Ques- 
tion on  this  motion  was  determined  in  the  amrm- 
ative — yeas  28,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston*  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thom- 
as, and  Van  Buren. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Kelly,  King 
of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Massachu- 
setts, Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams. 

The  Senate  then  refused  to  concur  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  striking  out  the  duty 
on  hemp ;  and  it  now  remains  in  the  bill  at  thirty- 
five  dollars  per  ton. 

To  strike  out  the  following  clause :  "  On  flax, 
three  cents  per  pound."  This  was  concurred  in, 
without  division. 

To  strike  out  from  the  following  clause,  the 
italicized  words :  On  "  cotton  bagginff,  four-and-a 
half  cents  per  square  yard,  ufUU  the  20m  dap  of  June, 
1825  ;  and  aftmoardsy  a  duty  offio^-amd-orhalf  cents 
per  square  yard»"  This  was  concurred  in,  without 
a  division. 
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To  strike  out  the  folio wiog  clause,  "  On  iron, 
in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manuflBictured,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  by  rolling,  ninety  cents  per  hundred  and 
twelve  pounds."  This  was  not  concurred  in. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows : 

Yeab — Mewrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaiilard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Misaisnippi,  H.  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King 
of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Massachu- 
setts, Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams — 21. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Mc- 
IIvDine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  fiuren — 26. 

So  the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  amendment  by 
which  the  duty  on  iron  was  stricken  out. 

To  strike  out  the  specific  duties  on  "cutting 
knives,  scythes,  sickles,  and  reaping  hooks,  spades, 
and  shovels,  of  iron  and  steel,  and  iron  screws ;" 
and  insert,  in  lieu  of  these  duties,  an  ad  valorem  duty 
of  thirty  per  centum.  Concurred  in,  without 
division. 

To  strike  out  the  following  line,  "on  frying 
pans,  four  cents  per  pound ;"  concurred  in,  with- 
out division. 

To  strike  out  the  specific  duties  on  "quills," 
and  on  "  slates  and  tiles,  for  building,"  and  insert 
in  lieu  thereof,  a  duty  oi  twenty-five  per  centum 
ad  valorem.    Agreed  to  without  division. 

To  strike  out  the  specific  duty  on  "  black  lead 
pencils ;"  and  insert  in  its  stead  a  duty  of  forty 
per  centum  ad  valorem.  This  was  concurred  in 
without  a  division. 

To  strike  out  the  following  line :  "  on  tallow, 
four  cents  per  pound."  Mr.  Mills  moved  to 
amend  this  line,  by  striking  out  "  four"  and  in- 
serting "  two."  This  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Dickcrson  and  Rcggles. 
The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to ;  and  the  line 
was  stricken  out,  in  concurrence  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

To  insert  the  following  lines:  "on  oats,  ten 
cents  per  bushel ;  on  prunella  and  other  shoes,  or 
slippers  of  stuff  or  nankeen,  twenty-five  cents  per 
nair ;  on  laced  boots  or  bootees,  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents  per  pair."  These  insertions  were  sev- 
erally concurred  in  without  division. 

To  strike  out  the  following  lines :  "  on  pepper, 
ten  cents  per  pound ;  on  Chinese  cassia,  ten  cents 
per  pound ;  on  cocoa,  three  cents  per  pound." 
This  was  concurred  in. 

To  insert  the  following :  "  on  ginger,  two  cents 
perpound."    This  was  concurred  in. 

To  strike  out  the  following  line :  "  on  all  other 
raisins,  [except  Muscatel  raisins,  and  raisins  in 
jars  and  boxes,]  three  cents  per  pound."  This 
amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

To  strike  out  the  following  lines  :  "  on  filberts, 
three  cents  per  pound  ;  on  pine  apples,  two  cents 
each;  on  oranges,  fifty  cents  per  hundred;  on 
lemons,  twentv-five  cents  per  hundred  ;  on  limes, 
ten  cents  per  nundred ;  on  glass  beads,  fifty  cents 
per  pound.|'  These  amendments  were  severally 
concurred  in. 


To  strike  out  the  duty  of  thirty-s^ven  cents  per 
pound  on  books,  when  bound ;  and  thirty-three 
cents  per  pound  when  in  sheets  or  boards ;  aod 
insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per 
centum  ad  valorem.  This  was  not  concurred  in. 
The  clause  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dick- 
BR80N,  !^  as  to  levy  a  duty  of  thirty  cents  per 
pound  on  books,  when  bound;  and  twenty-six 
cents  per  pound,  when  in  sheets  or  boards.  In 
this  form,  the  duty  was  retained  in  the  bill. 

To  insert  the  following  exception :  "  with  the 
exception  of  patent  adhesive  felt,  for  coreriog 
ships'  bottoms,  which  shall  be  admitted,  free  of 
duty,until  June  30th,  1826."  This  was  concartcd 
in,  without  division. 

To  strike  out  the  following  clause,  "  on  all  for- 
eign distilled  spirits,  fifteen  per  centum  upon  the 
duties  now  imposed  by  law,  and  in  addition  thereto." 
This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  by  yeas  and  D&fs, 
as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  ChaDdler, 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Elliott,  Uaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Louis- 
iana, J.  8.  Johnston  of  Loai«iana,  Kelly,  King  of  Al- 
abama, King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Mojd 
of  Maaaachusetts,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Milk,  Palmer,  Par- 
rott, Seynoart  Smith,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  lod 
William»-dO. 


Nats — Measra.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Dickersoo, 
Eaton,  Edwarda,  Findlay,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Keo* 
tttcky,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Rogflei, 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  eod 
Van  Buren — 17. 

So  the  Senate  agreed,  in  concurrence  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Wholc^  to  strike  out  the  proposed 
duty  on  foreign  distilled  spirits. 

To  strikeout  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  which 
provides  for  the  allowance  of  the  drawl»ck  al- 
lowed by  law  on  plain  silk  and  nankeen  cloths, 
imported  in  American  vessels,  from  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  although  the  said  cloths, 
before  the  exportation  thereof,  shall  have  been 
colored,  printed,  stained«dyed,  stamped,  or  paiated, 
in  the  United  States.  This  amenament  waseoo* 
cur  red  in,  and  the  section  stricken  out. 

To  strikeout  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill ;  which 
provides  for  the  allowance  of  drawback  of  the 
duties  imposed  by  this  bill,  on  tallow,  when  man- 
ufactured into  soap»  and  exported.  This  ameod- 
meat  follows  of  course — as  the  proposed  doty  on 
tallow  had  been  atrtefcen  oat  by  the  Senate.  The 
ameodment  was  coaeuired  in. 

The  amendmenta  agreed  to  ia  CommiHee  of 
the  Whole,  having  been  acted  upon  in  tbeScnate— 

Mr.  DfCK£a80N  then  moved  to  ameod  the  bill, 
by  inserting  the  following  clause :  ''  on  all  books, 
printed  in  Latin  or  Greik,  when  bound,  fifteen 
cents  per  pound ;  when  not  bound,  thirteen  ceau 
per  pound."  This  proposition  waa  supported  bf 
the  mover,  and  was  adopted  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Talbot  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  following  proviso,  which  is  attached 
to  that  olaoae  of  the  biU  which  imposes  duties  on 
unmanufactured  wool : 

<*  Provided,  That  ell  wool,  the  actual  value  of  which 
'  at  the  place  whence  imported  shsM  not  esoeed  tan 
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emu  per  poand,  sttail  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  fif- 
teen per  centQm  ad  valorem,  and  no  more." 

This  moiion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Dickerson  and  Lloyd  of 
Maryland.  The  Senate  refused  to  strike  out  the 
proviso— yeas  11,  nays  35,  as  follows: 

Yx AS— Messrs.  Benton,  Branch,  Brown,  Findlay, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lloyd  of  Maryland, 
Boggles,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Thomas. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Gail- 
ItnJ,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmea  of  Miasissippi, 
Hcflry  Johnson,  Josiah  8.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  Kew  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd 
of  MaMschasetts,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Macon,  Mills, 
Koble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Seymour,  Smith,  Taylor  of 
Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williama. 

Mr.  Macon  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
Oq  cotton  bagging,  four  and  a.  half  cents  per 

square  yard."    It  was  determined  in  the  a£Girma- 

tire— yeas  25,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

Yx AS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaiilard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  MIs- 
liisippi,  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  8.  John* 
stoo,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
lilojd  of  Maryland,  Ltoyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon, 
Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren, 
Van  Djke,  Ware,  and  Williams. 

Nats— Mesera. Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Jobosoo  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mc- 
liraine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Thomas. 

So  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging  was  stricken  out 
entirely. 

Mr.  Macon  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  following  line:  "On  pimento, 
eight  cents  per  pound."  This  amendment  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Kma,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
hill,  in  the  following  clause:  "  On  iron,  in  bars  or 
holt^  not  manufactured  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
rolling,  ninety  cents  per  one  hundred  and  twelve 
pounds,"  by  .striking  out  therefrom  the  words  **  by 
rolling."  This  motion  was  advoeaied  by  the 
mover,  and  opposed  by  Mesera*  Diojcbbson  and 
LowBis.  Before  any  queirtioa  had  been  taken 
Ipon  it,  at  four  o'clock^  a  motioa  was  made  to 
adjourn,  which  was  decided  in.  the  affirmative, 
by  (he  casting  vote  of  the  Chair.  And  the  Beaate 
suljoumed. 


WsnNBBDAY,  May  12. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
aathorize  the  creation  of  a  stock,  to  an  amount 
Dot  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  provide 
/or  the  awards  of  commissioners  under  the  treaty 
with  Spain,  of  the  22d  February,  1819^"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  "for 
(he  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Miguel  BsHtva,'*  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barton,  Thomas  F.  Rid* 


dick  bad  leave  to  withdraw  the  documents  in 
relation  to  his  claim,  communicated  on  the  19th 
of  Januarv  last. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  to  "  improve  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers," 
was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  select  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 


I 


THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  unfinished  business  of 
esterday,  being  the  further  consideration  of  the 
ill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, "  to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports," 
Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair. 

Just  previous  to  the  adjournment  yesterday  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  to 
amend  the  bill,  in  the  following  clau.se :  "  On  iron, 
'  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured  in  whole  or  in 
*  part  by  rolling,  ninety  cents  per  hundred  and 
'  twelve  pounds,''  by  striking  out  therefrotn  the 
words,  "  not  manufactured  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
rolling."  The  question  was  upon  the  adoption  of 
that  amendment. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  consented  to  waive 
his  amendment,  and  Mr.  Dickerson  moved  to 
amend  the  same  clause,  by  inserting  after  it  the 
following :  "and  all  iron, manufactured  in  whole 
or  in  part  by  rolling,  shall  be  hereafter  prohibited." 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
and  by  Messrs.  Eaton  and  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts, 
Barbour,  Mills,  and  Haynb. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  expressed  his  willing- 
nesa  to  assent  to  the  prohibition  of  rolled  iron,  if 
some  future  time  were  fixed  for  the  commence- 
ment of  the  prohibition,  so  as  not  to  operate  upon 
voyages  already  commenced. 

[The  amendment  was  objected  to,  on  the  ground 
that  the  prohibition  of  this  article  would  amount 
to  an  infringement  of  our  treaty  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, as  the  iron  did  not  change  its  original  charac- 
ter by  the  mere  fact  of  its  being  relied.  It  was 
contended,  on  the  other  band,  that  the  jirocess  of 
rolling  iMtde  it  another  and  a  distinct  article  from 
bar  iron,  as  much  as  steel  was  a  different  article 
from  bar  iron — the  latter  having  only  been  meau- 
factured  in  a  greater  decree  than  the  other — an4 
as  rolled  iron  was  a  difierent  article  from  the  ore 
itself^  it  was  a  fair  subject  of  discrimination  or 
prohibition.] 

Mr.  Dickerson  said  as  this  was  a  very  import- 
ant question,  and  appeared  to  involve  the  viola- 
tion of  our  treaty  with  another  nation,. he  thought 
it  would  be  more  proper  to  nuike  it  a  subject  of 
consideration  at  another  time,  and  not  in  connex- 
ion with  this  bill.  He,  therefore,  withdrew  his 
amendment.  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  also  with- 
drew that  which  he  had  submitted. 

Mr.  LLovn,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  specific  duty  of 
'*  ten  cents  per  pound  on  vessels  made  of  copper,*^ 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  an  ad  valorem  duty  of 
thirty-five  per  centum.  This  was  agreed  to, .with- 
out division. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachosetu,  next  moved  lo 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following  linea-:    . 
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"  On  Madeira  wine,  —  cents  per  gallon  ;" 
*'  On  Lisbon  and  Oporto  wines, ^cents  per  gal- 
lon." 

Mr.  Lloyd  supported  bis  motion  by  some  re- 
marks upon  tbe  former  important  character  of  our 
trade  wtth  Portugal,  and  its  present  distressed 
state.  He  ascribed  its  decline  to  the  excessive 
duties  which  had  been  imposed  by  this  GoYern- 
ment  upon  the  wines  of  that  country,  and  hoped 
that  something  would  be  done  in  the  present  bill 
to  remove  those  embaraassments. 

Mr.  DiCKERSON  opposed  the  consideration  of 
this  important  measure,  having  reference  to  our 
trade  with  Portugal,  in  connexion  with  the  pres- 
ent bill.  He  proceeded  to  advance  other  objec- 
tions against  the  amendment,  on  the  score  of  its 
general  inexpediency. 

Mr.  Smith  supported  the  motion,  at  considerable 
length,  and  Mr.  Taylor  of  Virginia,  made  some 
remarks  in  favor  of  the  diminution  of  duties  on 
these  wines. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Ben- 
ton, Talbot,  and  D'Wolf. 

[In  opposition  to  the  motion,  it  was  contended 
that  these  rich  and  high  priced  wines  not  being 
used,  or  expected  to  be  used,  by  the  poor,  were  a 
fair  source  of  revenue,  and  ought  to  be  subject  to 
heavy  duties.]  ' 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to 
amend  the  proposed  amendment,  by  adding  to  it 
the  following : 

**  On  Burgundy,  — ;  on  Champaigne,  -^->-  ;  on 
Rhenish  or  Tokay,  -^—  ;  on  ail  other  wines,  not  ena- 
merated,  when  imported  in  bottles  or  cases,  -'— ; 
on  all  other  wines,  not  enumerated,  when  imported 
otherwise  than  in  bottles  or  cases,  — ." 

Mr.  Johnston  supported  his  proposition  by 
showing  the  propriety  of  a  general  reduction  of 
the  duties  on  wines,  and  of  including  in  the  reduc- 
tion now  propceed,  the  wines  of  France,  as  well 
as  those  of  Portugal. 

Mr.  Smith  made  some  further  remarks  on  the 
subject;  and  Mr.  H.Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  spoke 
in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on  French 
wines,  as  they  were  in  very  common  use  among 
all  classes  of  people,  in  the  part  of  the  country 
which  he  represented. 

Mr.  Benton  explained  the  reasons  which  would 
govern  him  in  giving  his  votes  on  these  amend- 
ments respecting  the  duties  on  wines. 

Tbe  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  S.  John- 
ston, was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Lloyu's 
motion  in  regard  to  Madeira,  Lisbon,  and  Oporto 
wines.  It  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Kelly,  King 
of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren, 
Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams^22. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky^ 
Hejiry  Johnson,  Josiah  8.  Johnston,  Knight,  Lanman 


Lowrie,  McIWaine,  NoUe,  Palmer,  Raggles,  Seymour, 
Talbot,  and  Tbomae->25. 

So  the  Senate  determined  not  to  alter  tbe  pre- 
sent rate  of  duties  on  wines. 

Mr.  FiNnLAY  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
following  clause:  "On  oil  doth  carpeting,  and 
on  oil  cloths  of  every  description,  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  centum  ad  valorem,"  so  as  to  make  it  stand 
as  follows :  "  On  oU  cloth  carpeting  fifty  cents  per 
square  yard,  and  on  oil  cloths  of  every  other  de- 
scription a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem.'' 
Mr.  F.  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  bis  prop- 
osition, which  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Lloyd  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Smith,    ft  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  ordering  tbe 
amendments  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended.  Tbis  question 
was  decided  in  tbe  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows : 

TxAS — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  BrowD, 
Chandler,  D*Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  I^oble,  Palmer, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Tsylor  of  Indiana,  Thomii, 
end  Van  Buren — 35. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Qaillard,  Hsyne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  H.  Johosoo 
of  Louisians,  J.  8.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Keliji 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Mvy- 
land,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott, 
Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  tad 
WilUams~22. 

So  the  bill  as  amended,  passed  to  the  third 
reading. 

Thursday,  May  13. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablie 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
'*An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  enter  into  certain  negotiations  relatire 
to  lands  located  under  Virginia  military  land 
warrants,  lying  between  Ludlow's  and  Roberts's 
lines,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymoutb,"  reported 
them  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RoooLBS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  "As  act 
for  the  relief  of  Edward  Evans,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
authorize  the  creation  of  a  btock  to  an  amount  doI 
exceeding  6.ve  millions  of  dollars,  to  provide  for 
the  awards  of  the  Commissioners  under  the  treaif 
with  Spain,  of  the  22d  of  February,  1819;"  sod, 
on  motion,  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts, 
tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  of  the  18th  February,  showing 
the  expenditures  of  that  Department  for  the  year 
1823. 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  an  ex- 
amiDatioD  and  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston, 
in  South  Carolina,  and  of  the  coast  of  Florida  ; 
and  it  was  amended,  and  reported  to  the  Senate; 
and  the  amendment  being  concurred  in,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes,  when  committed  in  any  navy 
yard,  fort,  arsenal,  magazine,  dock,  lighthouse, 
tract  of  land,  or  other  place,  belonging  to  the 
United  States ;  and  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  '^  in  addition  to  act  establishing  navy 
hospitals;"  the  bill  "relative  to  the  Patent  Office. 
and  to  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  thereof;'' 
and  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  McNair," 
were  severallv  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  otner  House  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
"providing  for  the  appointment  or  an  Indian 
Agent  for  the  Osa^e  Indians  west  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  resolution  to  authorize  the  pur- 
chase of  a  certain  number  of  the  copies  of  the 
Joarnals  of  Consress  from  1774  to  1788,  wai»  on 
motioQ  by  Mr.  Thomas,  ordered  to  lie  oa  the 
table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
'An  act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
debt  due  to  the  United  States,  by  the  purchasers 
of  public  lands,-'  with  an  amendment.  They 
hare  also  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz : 
^An  act  granting  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain actual  settlers  in  that  part  of  the  former  pro- 
Tince  of  West  Florida  included  in  the  District  of 
Jackson  Courthouse,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
and  in  the  District  of  St  Helena  Courthouse,  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana ;"  "An  act  granting  cer* 
Utin  lots  of  ground  to  the  corporation  of  the  city 
of  Mobile,  and  to  certain  individuals  of  said  city ;" 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  Registers  of 
Wills  in  the  several  counties  within  the  District 
of  Columbia ;"  "An  act  making  appropriations 
ibr  deepening  the  channel  leading  into  the  harbor 
of  Prevque  Isle,  and  for  repairing  Plymouth 
^h ;"  "An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana to  open  a  canal  through  the  public  lands,  to 
connect  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  Wabash  and 
the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie;"  "An  act  makine  an 
appropriation  towards  the  extinguishment  of  the 
^upaw  title  to  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
^s;  and  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Territory  of  Flor- 
ida to  open  a  canal  to  unite  the  river  St.  John's 
^th  the  bay  of  St.  Augustine ;"  in  which  amend- 
ment and  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gaillard,  it  was  ordered 
that,  in  considering  the  subjects  on  the  orders  of 
the  day,  bills  which  originated  in  the  Senate 
vail  first  be  disposed  of. 
18th  Com.  Ist  Sbss.— 24 


INDIAN  FUR  TRADE. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Benton,  the  Senate  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  enable 
the  President  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  made 
at  Ghent,  the  24th  or  December,  1814,  excluding 
foreigners  from  trade  and  intercourse  with  the 
Indian  tribes  within  the  United  States,  and  to 
preserve  the  fur  trade  within  the  limits  of  the  said 
United  States  to  American  citizens,  (Mr.  King, 
of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair.) 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  add  the  following  sec- 
tion, viz : 

8bc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  siim 
of  thirteen  thoustod  dollars  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Tresfury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  enable 
the  President  to  send  a  military  expedition  against  the 
hostile  Indians  of  the  Upper  Missouri,  and  to  preserve 
peace  with  the  United  States. 

Mr.  LowRiE  moved  to  amend  the  proposed 
amendment,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
"  President,  "  and  inserting  *'  if  in  his  opinion  it 
should  be  deemed  necessary,  to  send  a  military 
force  to  sustain  and  protect  the  commissioners 
who  may  be  sent  to  hold  treaties  with  the  Indian 
tribes  on  the  Upper  Missouri  river." 
*  The  question  was  taken  and  determined  in  the 
negative — ^yeas  20,  nays  23,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Elliott,  Flndlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Missis- 
sippi, Jsckson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry  Johnson, 
Josiah  8.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Lowrie, 
Sevmour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Thomas. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton^ 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
McIWaine,  Macon,  MHIs,  Noble,  Palmer,  Panrott, 
Roggles,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van 
Dyke,  and  Ware. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  "to 
amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports," was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended  in 
the  Senate.  The  question,  "Shall  this  bill  pass?" 
was  then  put. 

Mr.  Hayne  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill 
in  a  speech  of  considerable  length. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  President,  I  am  aware  of  the  impatience  of 
the  Senate;  but  it  appears  particularly  incumbent 
on  me  to  make  a  few  observations  on  the  bill  now 
on  its  final  passage,  as  a  justification  for  the  vote 
I  shall  give  in  opposition  to  the  memorial  from 
Baltimore,  unfurled  triumphantly  by  the  chairman, 
as  if  to  deter  me  from  the  course  tnat  my  duty  to 
the  interest  of  Maryland,  and  to  the  Union,  had 
compelled  me,  as  an  honest  representative  of  the 
people,  to  pursue.  The  signers  of  that  memorial 
are  highly  respectable — some  of  them  my  rela- 
tions— most  or  them  my  friends.  They  have 
counted  on  my  known  disposition  to  protect  the 
manufactures  of  the  nation,  and  will  wish  to  know 
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my  reasons  for  the  vote  I  am  about  to  give.  There   revenue ;  our  means  being  fully  equal  to  oar  wants 
.  «*    r^     ...    *  1  .  .    .      ^^j  ^j  ^  j.^^  when  Great  Britain  is  relieving  her 


people  from  a  part  of  their  burdens.  It  is  trae, 
that  the  people  will  not  be  sensible  of  the  tax  the^ 
are  paying ;  they  do  not  know  that  the  duties  now 
paid  impose  a  tax  of  50  per  cent,  on  all  their  cod- 
sumption.  Yet  it  is  a  fact,  which  I  showed,  and, 
I  thouffht,  proved,  during  the  discussion  of  the 
bill.  Let  us  suppose,  Mr.  President,  that  a  direct 
tax  and  internal  duties  were  proposed,  to  the 
amount  of  three  or  four  millions  annually,  as  a 
bounty  to  the  manufacturers,  to  enable  them  to 
compete  with  the  British — how  many  advocates 


must,  Mr.  President,  be  some  point  at  which  to 
stop.  I  have  thought  that,  when  I  was  willing 
to  give  twenty- seven  dollars  and  a  half  to  the 
manufacturer,  in  every  hundred  dollars  worth  of 
articles  I  buy  for  my  family,  more  than  I  could 
get  the  same  quality  of  goods  from  others,  that  I 
was  contributing  sufficiently,  and  that  the  manu- 
facturer ought  to  be  satisfied.  The  duty  of  twenty- 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  is  the  lowest  now  paid 
on  articles  which  we  are  capable  of  manufac- 
turing; that  is,  25  per  cent,  and  10  per  cent. 

thereon,  to  create  the  ad  valorem.  On  many  ar-  ^^^^^^^  ...•»  ,...«  ^...».. — »./«*  u..uj  .u.wv.^^ 
tides,  the  present  rate  of  duties  give  30,  40,  50,  >  would  it  have?  And  yet  it  would  be  a  fairer 
and,  on  low-priced  cottons,  an  average  of  60  per  '  mode — those  taxes  would  fall  on  the  whole;  where 
cent.  The  memorialists  pray  for  further  protec-  as  the  tax  by  this  bill  will  be  most  severely  felt 
tion  to  the  manufacturers  of  the  country,  and  the  by  the  South  and  Southwest, 
memorial  justifies  the  bill,  as  originally  reported 
to  the  House,  which,  if  it  had  passed,  would  have 
levied  a  tax  of  at  least  five  millions  of  dollars  per 
annum  on  the  oeople.  Now,  sir,  I  feel  almost 
confident  that,  ir  that  had  been  known  to  be  the 
effect  of  the  memorial,  it  would  have  had  few 
subscribers.  The  signers  thought  (I  must  pre- 
sume) that  they  only  asked  for  a  moderate  pro- 
tection to  the  manufacturers;  they  could  not  have 
believed  that  a  bill  would  be  framed  so  as  to  lay 
on  the  common  laborer,  who  works  for  one  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum,  a  tax  of  eight  or  ten 
dollars  a  year,  and,  on  their  own  families,  an  an- 
nual tax  of  20  per  cent,  on  their  consumption. 
The  original   bill  was  greatly  amended   in  the 


I  have  said,  Mr.  President,  that  many  of  the 
proposed  duties  are  imposed  on  articles  that  can- 
not be  made  in  this  country,  and  on  others  that 
there  is  little  or  no  probability  will  be  manafac- 
tured  in  the  country  for  many,  very  many,  years. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  people  are  taxed.  I  will 
now  proceed  to  show  the  excess  of  duty  proposed 
by  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House,  on  the 
most  important  items,  and  gentlemen  will  judge 
how  far  I  have  been  correct. 

On  woollen  cloths  and  cassimeres,  the  addition- 
al duties  will  amount  to  9703,460  a  year.  Now, 
sir,  although  we  may,  in  time,  be  able  to  manu- 
facture those  goods ;  yet,  it  will  be  many  yean 
before  we  can  make  much  more  than  to  meet  the 
House.     When  it  cam^  to  the  Senate,  the  in- |  gradual  increase  of  the  population  of  the  country 


creased  tax  to  be  levied  on  the  people,  amounted 
to  above  four  millions  of  dollars,  (I  think  four 
million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.) 
I  do  not  speak  at  random,  Mr.  President.  No, 
sir;  my  calculation  is  bottomed  on  a  report  from 
Mr.  Nourse,  Register  of  the  Treasury,  which  was 
submitted  to  the  Senate  by  the  chairman,  and  has 
been  printed.  It  shows,  as  far  as  the  Register 
could,  the  amount  collected,  in  the  year  1823,  on 
each  article,  and  the  amount  payable  on  the  same 
articles,  by  the  bill,  as  received  from  the  House. 
There  can  be  no  mistake,  unless  I  shall  have  made 
it  in  the  subtracting  the  one  from  the  other.  Had 
this  document  been  before  the  House,  it  might 
possibly  have  had  an  effect;  I  say  possibly — I 
cannot  say  probably — for  the  cabalistic  word 
"Tariff"  was  superior  to  all  discretion  or  reason. 
I  have  said  that  the  tax  levied  by  the  bill  (as  it 
came  from  the  other  House)  would  have  amount- 
ed to  a  sum  exceeding  four  millions  of  dollars  per 
annum  on  the  people.  I  call  it  a  tax,  because  the 
new  duties  are  imposed  on  articles  indispensable 
to  the  people,  many  of  which  cannot  be  made  in 
this  country  for  many  years,  and  some  of  them 
never ;  and  wholly  unnecessary  to  the  protection 
asked  for  by  the  manufacturer,  if  the  articles 
which  required  pr&tection  had  been  selected,  and  ; 


But  what  protection  is  given  to  the  woollen  aaan- 
ufacturer?    None.    If  I  am  rightly  informed,  you 

f)lace  him  in  a  worse  situation  than  he  was,  by 
evying  enormous  duties  on  the  raw  material  of 
wool,  and  that  at  a  time  when  England  is  tak- 
ing off  her  duty  of  ten  cents  per  pound  on  im- 
ported wool.  Thus,  by  the  double  operation  of 
Great  Britain  aiding  their  manufacturer  by  less- 
ening the  duty  on  wool,  and  our  laying  an  eior- 
bitant  duty  on  its  importation,  our  manufacturer 
is  incapacitated  from  entering  into  a  competitioo, 
on  equal  terms,  with  the  British ;  and  this  is  the 
silly  course  we  are  pursuing. 

On  worsted  stuffs,  the  duty  proposed  would  ere 
ate  an  additional  tax  on  the  people  of  $373376 
per  annum.  Now,  where  in  the  United  States  is 
there  a  piece  of  worsted  stuff  made?  No  where; 
nor  any  contemplated.  Then,  why  levy  theduiyl 
It  will  benefit  no  manufiicturer.  It  is  a  tax  that 
cannot  be  avoided ;  the  females  must  have  then 
for  themselves  and  their  children.  On  whooi  doci 
it  fall?  On  the  poor  and  middling  classes  prio- 
cipally ;  a  few,  such  as  bombazetts.  are  worn  hy 
the  rich  for  mourning.  It  is  such  folly  as  this  that 
disgusts  me  with  the  bill. 

On  blankets  and  rugs,  the  excess  of  duty  pro- 
posed amounts  to  $119,711.    When  can  we  make 


a  rational  protection  had  been  granted,  the  bill  |  sufficient  for  our  consumption?  The  poor  find  it 
would  probably  have  been  acceptable  to  many  of  :  difficult  to  provide  for  their  wants  already ;  why 
its  opposers — certainly  to  me.    As  the  bill  now  !  increase  it  on  them?   On  raw  wool,  the  duty  pro- 


Stands,  it  affords  very  little  protection,  and  im- 
poses a  heavy  tax  on  the  people,  at  a  time  when 
they  are  distressed,  and  when  we  do  not  want 


posed  amounts  to  9^3,763,  jo«t  double  what  it  doW 


pays 


On  linens,  the  increased  duty  amounts  toS^lS," 
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318  per  aaoQin.  Now,  sir,  I  ask  ibe  Chairman. 
where  is  there  a  manufacture  of  Irish  linens  i 
where  a  supply  of  osnaburg»,  and  other  coarse 
lineDs,  adequate  to  our  wants  ?  I  know  of  none. 
This  is,  then,  evident! y^  a  tax  without  benefit  to 
any  person.  It  will  be  simply  an  addition  to  the 
rerenue,  which  the  President  said,  in  his  message, 
wa5  not  wanted. 

On  nib,  the  proposed  duty  would  exceed  that 
now  paid  in  the  sum  of  $778,279.  What  manu- 
facture does  this  enormous  tax  protect  ?  Have 
we  any  such  manufacture  ?  Can  we  have  ?  Will 
we  ef er  hare  1  Then  why  lay  it  ?  On  whom 
does  it  fall  ?  On  the  ladies !  On  the  females  of 
the  country.  I  call  on  the  Chairman ;  I  call  on 
the  other  liachelors  of  the  Senate ;  where  is  their 
gallantry?  Does  it  sleep?  Will  they  oppress 
their  fair  countrywomen  with  this  heavy  imposi- 
tion on  their  dress  ?  I  call  as  Glendower  did,  but 
will  they  come?  No,  s^  their  countenances 
show  obduracy.  You,  sir,^ho  now  fill  the  chair, 
by  your  smiles,  show  how  much  you  think  it  your 
duty  to  protect  the  fair.  Had  those  recreants  lived 
in  the  time  of  chivalry,  they  would  never  have 
broken  a  lance  io  honor  of  beauty  and  bright  eyes. 
But  I  shall  be  told  that  silks  are  a  luxury,  and 
so  they  were  at  one  time  of  the  Romans,  when 
thev  were  sold  pound  for  pound  against  gold. 
Silk  is  now  worn  by  all  classes.  All  our  farmers' 
wives  and  daughters,  who  are  in  tolerable  circum- 
stances, have  their  silk  bonnets  and  gowns.  Look 
at  the  streets^  in  your  great  cities,  and  you  will 
see  that  silk  is  worn  by  all  classes.  I  admit  that 
it  Is  a  fair  object  of  revenue,  but  the  President 
has  told  you,  and  we  all  know,  that  revenue  is 
not  wanted.  It  is,  therefore,  a  heavy  tax,  without 
object. 

On  woollen  and  cotton  stockings,  the  additional 
duty  ii  $44,607.  I  believe  they  may  be  made,  in 
process  of  time ;  at  present,  we  have  some  manu- 
lactares  of  them,  but  to  no  great  extent. 

On  hempen  goods,  such  as  osna burgs,  ticklen- 
bargs,  burlaps,  we  make  none.  The  excess  of 
duty  is  $28,004.  On  Russia  and  Holland  duck, 
tbe  bill  proposed  to  double  the  duty.  The  difier- 
^ee  amounts,  between  the  old  aad  new,  to  $154,- 
^1,  a  direct  unavoidable  tax  on  the  shipping  in- 
terest, already  in  a  desponding  state.  I  will  not 
>dd  to  what  I  have  already  said  on  that  subject. 
Hhen  this  subject  was  under  consideration,  in 
IS16,  we  were  told  by  Kentucky,  grant  us  a  duty 
^i^l  50  per  hundred  weight,  and  we  will  soon 
sapply  the  market  It  was  granted.  Did  they 
culurate  hemp  ?  No,  sir ;  ttiey  raised  less,  much 
less,  than  they  had  done  previous  to  that  period ; 
ud  now  they  ask  a  duty  of  two  cents  per  pound — 
(bus  raising  the  dut^  from  $30  per  ton,  to  $44  80 
per  too — and,  in  this  way,  to  levy  a  tax  on  the 
pipping  interest,  already  almost  prostrate,  of  $47,- 
^  per  annum.  I  say  a  tax,  for  there  would  not 
w;  a  ton  of  hemp  less  imported. 

On  bar  iron,  the  additional  duty  will  amount, 
per  annnm,  to  the  sum  of  $88,782,  This,  also, 
Uls  heavily  on  the  shipping  interest,  as  has  been 
^bown,by  Mr.  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  and  others. 
u  will  not  lessen  the  importation  one  ton.    It  OMy 


make  the  farmers,  ship-builders,  nailmakera,  and 
others,  pay  more  for  iron.  I  doubt  whether  the 
blacksmith  will  be  able  to  obtain  a  cent  more  for 
horse  shoes,  or  he  who  furnishes  the  ships  with 
piece  work,  such  as  hooks  and  thimbles,  dbc,  to 
get  more  than  he  now  does.  It  will,  therefore, 
only  be  a  tax  on  their  labor.  I  will  venture  to 
believe,  that  the  iron  master  will  not  eet  more  by 
this  three  dollars  per  ton,  than  he  will  have  added 
to  his  expenses  and  to  those  of  the  people  he  em- 
ploys, by  the  additional  duties  on  the  articles  in 
this  bill,  which  they  roust  consume.  I  will  add, 
that  I  have  been  told  by  a  well  informed  gentle- 
man, that  any  duty  less  than  twenty-five  dollars 
per  ton,  will  not  prevent  the  importation  of  for- 
eign iron.  Bar  iron  is  a  raw  material — every  im- 
position thereon  is  injurious  to  our  uailmakers, 
who  could  compete  with  any  nation,  in  the  trade 
to  South  America,  if  they  could  draw  back,  on 
exportation,  the  duty  paid  on  importation ;  but 
to  this  the  Chairman  will  not  assent. 

On  imported  spirits  the  increased  duty  proposed 
would  amount  to  $306,061  per  annum.  The  at- 
tempt on  this  object  shows  the  temper  of  men. 
At  present,  the  duty  on  imported  spirits  amounts 
to  double  the  price  of  whiskey  in  the  market,  and 
yet  more  is  asked,  and  so  it  will  be.  Give  what 
you  will,  Mr.  President,  and  more  will  be  required. 
What  is  the  result  of  the  present  high  dutv  on 
spirits  ?  Why,  we  are  told,  from  uodoubtea  au- 
thority, that  Jamacia  rum  is  sold  in  Maine,  near 
Brunswick,  at  less  thaa  the  duty  now  imposed  by 
law. 

You  propose  to  raise  the  duty  on  the  seven  and 
a  half  per  cent,  goods,  to  twelve  and  a  half  per 
cent.  None  of  them  are  made  in  the  United 
States.  Now,  sir,  when  a  man  can  carry  in  hla 
breeches  pocket  the  value  of  three  or  four  hundred 
dollars,  the  probability  is,  that  little  duty  will  be 
paid.  In  1816,  the  duty  on  those  fine  goods  was 
lowered  to  seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
At  first,  it  was  not  thought  worth  the  risk  of 
smuggling,  and  the  goods  were  tolerably  fairly 
imported.  In  1817,  the  amount  imported  was 
$1,529,284.  In  1818,  $2,387,697.  In  1819,  $1,- 
679,284 ',  but,  in  1820,  they  began  to  understand 
the  business  better,  and  the  amount  fell  down  to 
$509,237.  In  1821,  $840,613;  and  in  1822,  to 
the  sum  of  $918,557.  What  will  be  produced  bv 
the  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  is  problematicaL 
I  fear  that  smuggling  will  cease  to  be  considered 
an  immoral  act ;  and,  whenever  that  takes  place 
your  revenue  will  be  greatly  injured. 

I  will  read  the  names  of  the  other  articles  with- 
out troubling  the  Senate  with  showios  the  in- 
creased duty  on  each.  They  will  see  tnat  most 
of  them  have  no  bearing  on  the  manufactures  of 
the  country  ;  they  are  simply  taxes  on  the  people, 
without  object,  some  few  articles,  however,  ex- 
cepted, to  wit :  glass  and  Leghorn  hats  and  t)on- 
nets,  carpets  and  carpeting,  paper,  books,  and 
some  articles  of  iron  and  copper. 

Mr.  President,  the  total  amount  of  new  and 
additional  duties  proposed  by  the  bill,  as  it  came 
from  the  House,  which  could  be  distinguished  by 
tbe  Register,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  $3,779,625. 
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I  have  estimated  the  difference  on  such  articles  as 
he  could  distinguish,  but  which  were  numerous ; 
and  haYe  estimated  tne  whole  amount  at  four  mil- 
lions. My  real  opinion  is,  that  it  amounts  to 
much  more.  But,  Mr.  President,  the  Senate  have 
made  many  valuable  amendments  to  the  bill ;  so 
that,  I  believe,  without  having  made  anv  exact 
calculation  on  it  as  it  now  stands,  that  tne  new 
duties  will  be  an  increase  on  the  old,  of  about 
$3,500,000,  say  $2,800,000  of  a  tax  on  the  people. 

Mr.  President,  I  ask,  what  are  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  the  bill  to  justify  us  to  the  peo- 
ple for  levying  on  them  so  heavy  a  tax  ?  Is  it  on 
cottons  ?  The  bill,  it  is  true,  better  secures  to 
them  the  fabric,  under  a  cost  of  twenty-five  cents 
the  square  yard.  But,  until  they  commence  the 
making  of  a  variety  of  cotton  fabrics,  which  they 
do  not  make,  and  are  not  prepared  to  make,  it 
will  be  simply  a  tax  on  almost  all,  except  the 
plain  white  cottons,  that  they  do  now  make,  and 
the  consumption  of  which  they  now  enjoy,  in  a 
great  proportion. 

Is  it  on  woollens?  I  am  unacquainted  with 
the  subject ;  but  I  am  informed,  that  the  bill  gives 
little  protection  to  them,  as  the  duty  on  the  raw. 
material  is  equal,  or  nearly  equal,  to  the  increased 
duty  on  the  cloth. 

Is  it  on  linens  or  silks  ?  Certainly  not.  We 
manufacture  none,  and  will  not,  in  any  reason- 
able time. 

Is  it  on  worsted  stuffs?  I  have  shown  that 
we  have  no  manufactory  of  the  kind,  nor  is  there 
any  probability  that  we  shall  have,  for  thirty 
years. 

Is  it  on  osnaburgs  and  such  like  goods  1  No ; 
we  manufacture  none,  nor  is  there  a  probability 
that  we  shall.  It  is  true,  that  we  could,  but  as 
true  that  we  will  not. 

Is  it  on  bar  iron  ?  The  addition  of  three  dol- 
lars per  ton  is  too  unimportant ;  it  will  operate 
nothmg  as  a  protection ;  and  that  the  Chairman, 
who  has  something  to  do  with  iron  or  iron  ore, 
knows  well,  and  ^Is  it.  It  is  simply  a  tub  to 
Pennsylvania. 

Is  it  on  glass,  books,  papers,  and  Leghorn  hats 
and  bonnets?  Yes,  sir,  those  articles  are  pro- 
tected. There  are  some  minor  articles,  also,  that 
will  be  benefited ;  but,  Mr.  President,  are  those 
benefited  of  such  consequence  as  to  induce  the 
Senate  to  vote  a  perpetual  tax  of  $3,500,000  per 
annum  on  the  people  ?  I  think  not.  I  say  per- 
petual. Those  duties  for  the  protection  of  manu- 
factures, are  not  like  duties  for  revenue.  The 
first  cannot  be  repealed  without  injury  to  those 
who  have  engaged  in  them.  Those  for  revenue, 
may.  at  pleasure. 

I  nave,  Mr.  President,  taken  up  the  precious 
time  of  the  Senate,  under  the  hope  that  I  should 
be  able  to  justify  my  vote  to  all  my  immediate 
constituents,  and  to  the  nation.  I  have  done,  and 
p^ray  the  Senate  to  accept  mv  thanks  for  the  atten- 
tion with  which  they  have  nonored  me. 

The  question  on  tne  passage  of  the  bill  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

YaA»— Mestn.  Barton,  Bed],  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 


dler, D'WoIf,  Dickervon,  Eaton,  Edwardi,  Findlaj, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Rentnckj, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Rnftgles,  Seymonr,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  lodiana,  Thomu, 
and  Van  Buren — 26. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  MiniMtppi,  H.  Johneou 
of  Louisiana,  J.  8.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  Kin; 
of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Mtenchn* 
setts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  yir> 
ginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams — 21. 

So  the  bill  passed  as  amended,  and  was  sent  to 
the  other  House  for  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ments. 


FninAT,  May  14. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  it  was  ordered 
that,  in  considering  bills  which  originated  in  the 
Senate,  those  of  a  private  nature  shall  be  first  dis- 
posed of,  and  the  same  rule  shall  be  observed  in 
relation  to  bills  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

The  seven  bills  yesterday  brought  up  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  were 
severally  read  twice  by  unanimous  consent. 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  regu- 
late the  fees  of  the  registers  of  wills  in  the  several 
counties  within  the  District  of  Columbia,'^  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  granting  a  right  of 
pre-emption  to  certain  actual  settlers  in  that  part 
of  the  former  province  of  West  Florida,  included 
in  the  district  of  Jackson  Courthouse,  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi;  and  in  the  district  of  St. 
Helena  Courthouse,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  f 
and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  granting  certain 
lots  of  ground  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of 
Mobile,  and  to  certain  individuals  of  said  city," 
were  severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  deepening  the  channel  leading  into  the 
harbor  of  Presque  Isle,  and  for  repairing  Ply- 
mouth Beach,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  appropri- 
ation toivards  the  extinguishment  of  the  Quto* 
paw  title  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas," 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
State  of  Indiana  to  open  a  canal  through  the  pnh^ 
lie  lands,  to  connect  the  navigation  oi  the  rivers 
Wabash  and  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie;"  and  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Territory 
of  Florida  to  open  a  canal  through  the  public 
land  to  unite  the  river  St.  John's  with  the  bay  oi 
St.  Augustine;"  were  severally  referred  to  ilic 
select  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  the  issuing  certain  debentures  to  Ber- 
nard Thooft ;"  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
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made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate ;  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Holiiday ;"  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  (able. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jonas  Duncan ;''  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  "  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  James,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration 
io  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  husband  of 
this  petitioner  was  a  soldier  draughted  during  the 
late  war,  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  Soon  after 
his  discharge,  he  died  of  a  disease  contracted 
during  his  service ;  and  his  widow  prays  that  she 
maf  Ke  allowed  a  pension  from  the  Government. 
CoDsiderable  discussion  took  place  upon  the  bill ; 
in  which  Messrs.  Barbour  and  Lanman  advo- 
cated its  passage,  and  Messrs.  Noble  and  Chand- 
ler opposed  it.  Mr.  Noble  moved  that  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. This  motion  was  carried — yeas  lo,  nays 
lOy  as  followa : 

YsiB — MeMra.  Bell,  Denton,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D' WoM;  Edwards,  GaiUard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Missia- 
«ip^  J.  8.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabamt* 
Lowrie,  MacoDy  Noble,  Parrott,  Rnggtas,  Seymour, 
aod  Smith. 

Nats — Mesera.  Barboar,  Barton,  Jackson,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of 
Masaachttsetts,  Mills,  Thomas,  and  Van  Dyke. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Maiachi  Burns '"  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Senateproceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Arthur  N.  Henley ;"  and  it  was  laid 
00  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
t^e  relief  of  Robert  S.  Forman ;"  and  it  was  laid 
OD  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joshua  Bennett  f^  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iD formed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz :  "An  act  enabling 
the  claioEiaiits  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  the 
Sute  of  Missoari,  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to 
institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims;^'  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  let- 
ters patent  to  Nathaniel  Sylvester ;"  |'An  act  to 
Tevive  and  extend  the  term  of  certain  pensions 
which  have  expired  by  limitation  ;"  and  "An  act 
providing  for  the  disposition  of  three  several  tracts 
of  land  in  Tuscarawas  county,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in  which  bills 
ihey  request  the  concurrence  of  th^  Senate. 

The  four  bills  last  mentioned  were  severally 
read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent;  and  the  two 
hrst  mention^  were  severally  referred  to  the  Com- 


mittee on  the  Judiciary.  The  third  mentioned  of 
said  bills  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs.  The  fourth  and  last  mentioned  of  said 
bills  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Judah  Alden ;"  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
"for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Howland,  of  New 
York,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Gaillaru  was  called 
to  the  Chair.  This  bill  provides  for  the  allow- 
ance of  the  drawback  on  certain  goods  exported 
from  the  city  of  New  York;  which  drawback 
could  not  otherwise  be  allowed,  in  consequence  of 
some  little  informality  in  the  entry  of  the  same. 
Mr.  Smith  explained  the  facts  in  the  case,  and 
the  bill  was  tnen  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed  and  rea4  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  "  to  provide  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  Indian  titles  to  lands  within  the 
State  of  Missouri,"  together  with  a  written  report 
on  the  subject.  The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading ;  and  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

*  The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, "  to  permit  Anna  Dubord  to  land  certain 
slaves  in  the  State  of  Louisiana."  was  taken  up 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  lady  for  whose 
relief  the  bill  was  drawn,  had  left  the  country ; 
and,  on  her  return,  requests  permission  to  land 
her  household  servants,  which  she  took  from  the 
country  with  her.  Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  and  van  Burem, 
explained  the  circumstances.  Mr.  Chan oler  op- 
posed, and  Mr.  Mills  advocated,  the  passage  of 
the  bill.  It  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate, 
without  amendment ;  and  passed  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
"  for  the  relief  Qf  Alexander  Scott,  late  Collector 
of  the  port  of  Pensacola,"  was  taken  up,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

This  bill  provides  an  increased  compensation 
to  Mr.  Scott,  for  certain  services  performed  by 
him.  Some  remarks  upon  this  bill  wtre  made  by 
Messrs.  Smith,  Ruggles,  and  Eaton.  The  bill 
-was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  introduced  on  leave,  and  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  "  for  the  relief 
of  John  Donnelson,  Stephen  Heard,  and  others," 
was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  This  bill  confirms  the  grant  of  a 
tract  of  land  to  each  of  the  persons  for  whose  re- 
lief it  is  drawn,  as  a  compensation  for  their  ser- 
vices as  Commissioners,  under  an  act  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  in  1784,  "to  ascertain  the  precise 
quality  and  situation  of  that  portion  of  the  West- 
ern territory  W iog  on  the  big  bend  of  the  Tennes- 
see river."  This  grant  had  been  made  to  the 
Commissioners,  bv  the  State  of  Georgia,  previous 
to  the  cession  of  the  territory,  where  the  land  was 
situated,  to  the  United  States.    The  lands  re. 
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served  for  these  Commissioners,  not  havin?  been 
located,  and  the  titles  not  having  been  perfected, 
this  bill  confirms  the  grants  of  those  individuals. 
Some  discussion  on  the  merits  of  this  claim  took 
place  between  Messrs.  Eaton,  Chandler,  Ring 
of  Alabama,  Lowrie,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
and  Ware.  The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, relatmg  to  private  claims,  were  seve- 
rally taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  They  were  explained  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  committees  to  which  they  had  been 
referred  in  the  Senate ;  and  some  of  them  were 
cursorily  discussed.  They  were  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading: 

The  bills  tor  the  relief  of  GJeorge  B.  R.  Gteve ; 
releasing  the  owners  of  the  ship  General  Jackson 
from  the  paj^ment  of  certain  duties;  for  the  relief 
of  David  Giffin  and  Daniel  Hoag ;  for  the  relief 
of  the  leffal  representativ^es  of  Samuel  Mims,  de- 
ceased ;  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton  ;  for  the 
relief  of  William  T.  Nimmo ;  for  the  relief  of 
Alvin  Bronson ;  for  the  relief  of  David  Beard  ; 
for  the  relief  of  William  Blagrove ;  for  the  relief 
of  John  Thomas  and  Company;  for  the  relief  of 
William  N.  Earle ;  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Hum- 
phrey ;  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Marechal :  to  au- 
thorize the  repayment  to  Bazaleel  Wells,  of  a 
certain  sum  of  money  erroneously  paid  into  the 
Treasury ;  for  the  relief  of  Elliott  Rocker ;  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Williams;  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Li^htner ;  for  the  relief  of  David  Cooper; 
for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sibley ;  for  the  relief  of 
Frederick  Perley ;  for  the  relier  of  the  representa- 
tives of  Elijah  Brush;  for  the  relief  of  Stephen 
Brace ;  for  the  relief  of  Lemuel  Arms ;  for  the 
relief  of  Mareen  Duval ;  for  the  relief  of  Nathan- 
iel Jones ;  for  the  relief  of  George  Fisher ;  to  com- 
pensate William  Cocke  for  certain  services;  for 
the  relief  of  John  Wilmot ;  and  for  the  relief  of 
J.  T.  Johnson. 

The  amendment  made  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  provide 
for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  from  the 
purchasers  of  the  public  lands,"  was  taken  up  for 
consideration.  Some  remarks  were  made  upon 
the  propriety  of  this  amendment  by  Messrs.  kJel- 
LY,  LowRiE,  Kino  of  Alabama,  Brown,  Thomas, 
and  RuQQLEs.  The  amendment  was  then  con- 
curred in. 

The  bill  "  authorising  the  examination  and  sur- 
vey of  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
tod  of  the  coast  of  Florida,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  con- 
eufrence. 


Saturday,  May  15. 
Mr.  Barbodr  presented  the  petition  of  W.  K. 
Armistead,  praying  that  a  law  may  pass  author- 
izmg  an  equitable  settlement  of  his  accounts; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

On  motion,  by  Mr*  Vaw  Buren,  the  Committee 


on  the  Judiciary  wore  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  enabling 
the  claimants  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to 
institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims ;"  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  regis- 
ters of  wills  in  the  seiferal  counties  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,"  reported  it  without  amead- 
ment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  issuing  a  register  to  the  brig  Wil- 
liam, of  New  York ;"  and,  on  motion,  it  was  post- 
poned to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Maturin  Guichot;"  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  extinguish  the  Indian  claims  to  lands 
within  the  State  of  Missouri,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden  and  others ;"  and 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act 
'  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Washington,'  passed  the  15th  of  May,  1820,"  re- 
ported it  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read; 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  Strain;"  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Landie  Richardson ;"  and  it  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Aflairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  makine  an  appropriation  towards  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  Q,uaupaw  title  to  lands  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,"  reported  it  withoutamend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  for  the  schooner 
Five  Sisters ;"  and  it  waylaid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Peter  Yandes;"  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Cleveland,  junior,-"  and 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
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the  relief  of  the  assignees  aod  legal  representatives 
of  John  H.  Piatt ;"  and  it  was  laid  on  the  tahle. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Cocn- 
mitteeof  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  K.  Carter;"  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barton,  the  CorDcnittee  on 
Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Isaac  Clark,  his 
case  having  been  embraced  in  a  general  act  which 
has  been  passed  by  Congress. 

The  same  committee  was,  also,  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Charles 
Morgan,  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  LowRiE  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  next, 
he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  one 
copy  of  Tanner's  American  Atlas  to  each  of  our 
Ministers  at  foreign  Courts. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  resolution,  requesting 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cau.se  to  b^ 
laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the  next  session,  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  showing  the 
reasons  why  American  hemp  may  not  be  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  canvass  and  cordage  for  the 
American  Navy.  The  resolution  was  read,  and 
laid  over  for  consideration. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, having  relation  to  private  claims,  were 
severallv  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Commit- 
tee of  tne  Whole,  Mr.  Gaillard  in  the  Chair. 
The  merits  of  the  respective  claims  were  explained 
by  members  of  the  committees  to  which  they  had 
been  referred ;  and  some  of  them  were  discussed 
by  other  members.  They  were  severally  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  passea  to  a  third  reading : 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  Clark;  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll  of  Duddington,  and 
others ;  for  the  relief  of  Robert  S.  Forman ;  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  authorize 
the  legal  representatives  of  John  B.  Mebaae  to 
collect  certain  arrears  of  taxes;  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Slough;  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Firman 
and  others;  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Collier  and 
others ;  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Charles  Bradford ;  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  John  Lauderman ;  for  the  relief 
of  William  Hall,  an  invalid  soldier  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary Army ;  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Scott, 
late  collector  of  Pensacola ;  for  the  relief  of  Joshua 
Bennett ;  for  the  relief  of  Beniamin  King ;  for 
the  relief  of  Jonas  Duncan ;  for  the  relief  of  James, 
JehUy  and  Nathaniel  Brooks,  and  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Edward   Styles;   for  the  relief  of 
Robert  Brotherton ;  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Mof- 
fett;  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  im- 
ported goods  into  Castine,  during  the  late  war ; 
for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Desobry ;  for  the  relief 
of  J.  Ottremare;  lor  the  relief  of  Dean  Wey- 
mouth; for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Smith,  of  Alex- 
andria ;  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Blean ;  for  the 
relief  of  the  executors  of  John  B.  Fanning,  late  a 
purser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States;  for  the 
relief  of  J.  M.  C.  Montgomery ;  for  the  relief  of 
Hugh  McCalloch ;  for  the  relief  of  Mary  H.  Haw- 
kins; for  the  relief  of  Morris  Goldsmith  and  An- 


thony Roderick ;  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  John  Fry  and  Samuel  Spalding; 
for  the  relief  of  John  Topp. 

The  bill  "for  the  reliet  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  John  Don  nelson,  Stephen  Heard.  an4 
others;"  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  John  H.  How- 
land,  of  New  York ;"  the  bUl  "  to  permit  Anna 
Dubord  to  bring  certain  slaves  into  the  State  of 
Louisiana;"  and  the  resolution  "authorizing  the 
purchase  of  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the 
Journal  of  Congress,  from  1774  to  1788;''  were 
severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  following  bills,  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, were  severally  read  the  third  time  and 
passed  ;  the  bills  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Samuel  Mims,-  deceasied;  for  the 
relief  of  William  P.  Nimmo ;  for  the  relief  of  Alvin 
Bronson ;  for  therelief  of  David  Giffin  and  Samuel 
Hoag ;  for  the  relief  of  George  B.  R.  Gove ;  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton;  for  the  relief  of 
William  Blagrove;  for  the  relief  of  John  Thomas 
and  Company ;  for  the  relief  of  William  N.  Earle; 
releasing  the  owners  of  the  ship  General  Jackson 
from  the  payment  of  certain  duties ;  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  Humphrey ;  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Elijah  JSrush ;  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Marechal ;  providing  for  the  repaying  to  Bazaleel 
Wells,  a  certain  sum  of  money  by  him  erroneously 
paid  into  the  Treasury;  for  the  relief  of  Stephen 
Brace ;  for  the  relief  of  Lemuel  Arms ;  for  the  re- 
lief ot  Mareen  Duval;  for  the  relief  of  Elliott 
Rucker ;  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Williams ;  for 
the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Jones :  for  the  relief  of 
John  Wilmot;  for  the  relief  oi  Henry  Lightner; 
for  the  relief  of  David  Cooper ;  for  the  relief  of 
David  Beard  ;  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sibley; 
for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Perley ;  to  compensate 
WiUiam  Cocke  for  certain  military  services,  ren- 
dered during  the  late  war ;  for  the  relief  of  John 
T.  Johnson ;  and  an  act  authorizing  the  issuing 
of  certain  debentures  to  Bernard  Thooft. 

The  amendments  made  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the 
relief  of  Dean  Weymouth,"  were  taken  up  for 
consideration.  The  first  amendment  was  con- 
curred in,  and  the  second  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Senate  resolved  to  adhere  to  that  part  of 
their  amendment  to  the  bill  "concerning  invalid 
pensioners,"  which  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

MoNOAY,  May  17. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  was  discharj^ed  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution,  "  directing  an  in- 
quiry whether  any  further  legislation  be  neces- 
sary to  prevent  frauds  in  surveying  the  public 
lands,  and  in  making  certificates  thereof."  Mr.  B. 
stated  that  the  committee  were  of  opinion  that 
the  present  laws  are  amply  sufficient  to  attain  the 
objects  of  the  resolution ;  and  therefore  had  di- 
rected this  motion  to  be  submitted. 

Mr.  Benton  gave  notice  that  he  should  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  "  to  com- 
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served  for  these  Commissioners,  not  havin?  been 
located,  and  the  titles  not  having  been  perfected, 
this  bill  confirms  the  grants  of  those  individuals. 
Some  discussion  on  the  merits  of  this  claim  took 
place  between  Messrs.  Eaton,  Chandler,  Kino 
of  Alabama,  Lowrie,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
and  Ware.  The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time. 

The  followin«^  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, relatmg  to  private  claims,  were  seve- 
ralty taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  They  were  explained  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  committees  to  which  they  had  been 
referred  in  the  Senate ;  and  some  of  them  were 
cursorily  discussed.  They  were  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading: 

The  bills  tor  the  relief  of  GJeorge  B.  R.  GJove ; 
releasing  the  owners  of  the  ship  General  Jackson 
from  the  payment  of  certain  duties ;  for  the  relief 
of  David  Giffin  and  Daniel  Hoag ;  for  the  relief 
of  the  leffal  representatiYes  of  Samuel  Mims,  de- 
ceased ;  For  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton  ;  for  the 
relief  of  William  T.  Nimmo;  for  the  relief  of 
Alvin  Bronson ;  for  the  relief  of  David  Beard ; 
for  the  relief  of  William  Blagrove ;  for  the  relief 
of  John  Thomas  and  Company ;  for  (he  relief  of 
William  N.  Earle ;  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Hup- 
phrey ;  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Marechal :  to  au- 
thorize the  repayment  to  Bazaleel  Wells,  of  a 
eertain  snm  of  money  erroneously  paid  into  the 
Treasury ;  for  the  relief  of  Elliott  Rncker ;  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Williams ;  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Lightner ;  for  the  relief  of  David  Cooper; 
for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sibley  j  for  the  relief  of 
Frederick  Perley ;  for  the  reliet  of  the  representa- 
tives of  Elijah  Brush ;  for  the  relief  of  Stephen 
Brace ;  for  the  relief  of  Lemuel  Arms ;  for  the 
relief  of  Mareen  Duval ;  for  the  relief  of  Nathan- 
iel Jones  ;  for  the  relief  of  George  Fisher ;  to  com- 
pensate William  Cocke  for  certain  services ;  for 
the  relief  of  John  Wilmot ;  and  for  the  relief  of 
J.  T.  Johnson. 

The  amendment  made  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  provide 
for  the  extinffuishment  of  the  debt  due  from  the 
purchasers  of  the  public  lands,"  was  taken  up  for 
consideration.  Some  remarks  were  made  upon 
the  propriety  of  this  amendment  by  Messrs.  Kel- 
ly, Lowrie,  King  of  Alabama,  Brown,  Thomas, 
and  Rdqoles.  The  amendment  was  then  con- 
curred in. 

The  bill  "  authorising  the  examination  and  sur- 
vey of  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
«nd  of  the  coast  of  Florida,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  con- 
enrrence. 


Saturday,  May  15. 
Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  petition  of  W.  K. 
Armistead,  praying  that  a  law  may  pass  author- 
izing an  equitable  settlemBnt  of  his  accounts; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

On  motion,  by  Mr*  Va»  Buren,  the  Committee  | 


on  the  Judiciary  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  enabling 
the  claimants  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to 
institute  proceedings  to  try  the  yalidity  of  tbeir 
claims ;"  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands, 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  regis- 
ters of  wills  in  the  seiferal  counties  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senateproceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  issuing  a  register  to  the  brig  Wil- 
liam, of  New  York ;"  and,  on  motion,  it  was  post- 
poned to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Maturin  Ouichot ;"  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  passed  to  a  tnird  reading. 

The  bill  to  extinguish  the  Indian  claims  to  lands 
within  the  State  of  Missouri,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  th^  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  rehef  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden  and  others ;"  and 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act 
'  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Washington,'  passed  the  15th  of  May,  1820,"  re- 
ported it  with  an  amendment,  whicn  was  read; 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Comr 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  Strain;"  and  it  was  laidoi 
the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  ad 
for  the  relief  of  Landie  Richardson ;"  and  it  wat 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  lodtan 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  an  appropriation  towards  the  et* 
tinguishment  of  the  Qoaupaw  title  to  lands  in  tht 
Territory  of  Arkansas,"  reported  it  withoutamenj^ 
ment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  1^ 
authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  for  theschoonlt 
Five  Sisters ;"  and  it  wasjaid  on  the  table.       I 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Co 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  actf< 
the  relief  of  Peter  Yandes;"  and  it  was  laid 
the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bilL  entitled  "An  aM 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Cleveland,  junior;"  vA 
it  was  laid  on  the  yMe. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Con^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fot 
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the  relief  of  ihe  assignees  and  legal  representatives 
of  John  H.  Piatt ;"  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mitteeofthe  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  K.  Carter;"  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  further 
coosideration  of  the  petition  of  Isaac  Clark,  his 
ca%  having  been  embraced  in  a  general  act  which 
hii  been  passed  by  Congress. 

The  same  committee  was,  also,  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Charles 
Morgan,  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  LowRiE  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  next, 
he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  one 
copy  of  Tanner's  American  Atlas  to  each  of  our 
Ministers  at  foreign  Courts. 

Mr.  Bbnton  submitted  a  resolution,  requesting 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  b^ 
laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the  next  session,  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  showing  the 
reasons  why  American  hemp  may  not  be  used  in 
the  roanufacture  of  canvass  and  cordage  for  the 
American  Navy.  The  resolution  was  read,  and 
laid  over  for  consideration. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
seniatives,  having  relation  to  private  claims,  were 
seremiJv  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Commit- 
tee of  tne  Whole,  Mr.  Gaillard  in  the  Chair. 
The  merits  of  the  respective  claims  were  explained 
bjr  members  of  the  committees  to  which  they  had 
been  referred ;  and  some  of  them  were  discussed 
by  other  members.  Thev  were  severally  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  passea  to  a  third  reading : 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  Clark;  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll  of  Duddington,  and 
others;  for  the  relief  of  Robert  S.  Forman;  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  authorize 
the  legal  representatives  of  John  B.  Mebane  to 
collect  certain  arrears  of  taxes;  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Slough ;  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Firman 
and  others;  for  ihe  relief  of  Isaac  Collier  and 
others;  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Charles  Bradford ;  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  John  Lauder  man ;  for  the  relief 
of  William  Hall,  an  invalid  soldier  of  the  Revo- 
iuiionary  Army ;  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Scott, 
late  collector  of  Pensacola;  for  the  relief  of  Joshua 
Bennett;  for  the  relief  of  Beniamin  King;  for 
the  relief  of  Jonas  Duncan ;  for  the  relief  of  James, 
Jehu,  and  Nathaniel  Brooks,  and  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Kdward   Styles;  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  Brotherton  ;  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Mof- 
feit;  for  the   relief  of  certain  persons  who  im- 
ported goods  into  Castine,  during  the  late  war; 
lor  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Desobry ;  for  the  relief 
of  J.  Ottremare;  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Wey- 
mouth ;  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Smith,  of  Alex- 
andria ;  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Blean ;  for  the 
relief  of  the  executors  of  John  B.  Fanning,  late  a 
parser  io  the  Navy  of  the  United  States;  for  the 
relief  of  J.  M-  C.  Montgomery;  for  the  relief  of 
Hugh  McCalloch ;  for  the  relief  of  Mary  H.  Haw- 
kins; for  the  relief  of  Morris  €h)ldsmith  and  An- 


thony Roderick ;  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives  of  John  Fry  and  Samuel  Spalding; 
for  the  relief  of  John  Topp. 

The  bill  '^for  the  reliei  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  John  Don  nelson,  Stephen  Heard,  and 
others;"  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  John  H.  How- 
land,  of  New  York ;"  the  bill  "  to  permit  Anna 
Dubord  to  bring  certain  slaves  into  the  State  of 
Louisiana ;"  and  the  resolution  "  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the 
Journal  of  Congress,  from  1774  to  1788;''  were 
severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  following  bills,  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, were  severally  read  the  third  time  and 
passed ;  the  bills  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Samuel  Mims,-  deceased;  for  the 
relief  of  William  P.  Nimmo ;  for  the  relief  of  Aivin 
Bronson ;  for  therelief  of  David  Giffio  and  Samuel 
Hoag ;  for  the  relief  of  George  B.  R.  Gove ;  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton;  for  the  relief  of 
William  Blagrove;  for  the  relief  of  John  Thomas 
and  Company ;  for  the  relief  of  William  N.  Earje; 
releasing  the  owners  of  the  ship  General  Jacksoa 
from  the  payment  of  certain  duties;  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  Humphrey ;  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Elijah  Brush ;  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Marechal ;  providing  for  the  repaying  to  Bazaleel 
Wells,  a  certain  sum  of  money  by  him  erroneously 
paid  into  the  Treasury;  for  the  relief  of  Stephen 
Brace :  for  the  relief  of  Lemuel  Arms ;  for  the  re- 
lief ot  Mareen  Duval ;  for  the  relief  of  Elliott 
Rucker ;  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Williams ;  for 
the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Jones :  for  the  relief  of 
John  Wilmot;  for  the  relief  oi  Henry  Lightner; 
for  the  relief  of  David  Cooper ;  for  the  relief  of 
David  Beard  ;  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sibley; 
for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Perley ;  to  compensate 
William  Cocke  for  certain  military  services,  ren- 
dered during  the  late  war ;  for  the  relief  of  John 
T.  Johnson ;  and  an  act  authorizing  the  issuing 
of  certain  debentures  to  Bernard  Thooft. 

The  amendments  made  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill  from  the  Senate  '*  for  the 
relief  of  Dean  Weymouth,"  were  taken  up  for 
consideration.  The  first  amendment  was  con- 
curred in,  and  the  second  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Senate  resolved  to  adhere  to  that  part  of 
their  amendment  to  the  bill  '^  concerning  invalid 
pensioners,"  which  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

MoNnA.Y,  May  17. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution,  "  directing  an  in- 
quiry whether  any  further  legislation  be  neces- 
sary to  prevent  frauds  in  surveying  the  public 
lands,  and  in  making  certificates  thereof."  Mr.  B. 
stated  that  the  committee  were  of  opinion  that 
the  present  laws  are  amply  sufficient  to  attain  the 
objects  of  the  resolution ;  and  therefore  had  di- 
rected this  motion  to  be  submitted. 

Mr.  Benton  gave  notice  that  he  should  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  "  to  com- 
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'  on  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool 
'  shall  be  a  component  part,  the  actual  value  of 

*  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  not 
^  exceed  thirty-three  and  a  third  cents  per  square 

*  yard,  shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  twenty-five 
'  per  centum  ad  valorem."  Mr.  Barbour  moved 
that  the  Senate  do  insist  upon  its  amendment,  in 
this  case.  Messrs.  Dickerson  and  Eaton,  op- 
posed this  motion.  On  this  question  the  votes 
were  as  follows: 

YzAs — MessTB.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
GailUrd,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
lissippi,  Jackson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylot  of  Vir- 
ginia, Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  WiUiam»-~23. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Beoton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mc- 
Ilvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Boren — 33. 

The  Senate  being  thus  divided  on  the  question, 
the  Vice  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  gave 
bis  casting  vote  in  favor  of  insisting  upon  the  pro- 
viso. And  so  the  Senate  determined  to  insist  upon 
retaining  the  proviso. 

The  House  refuse  to  concur  in  the  amendment, 
by  which  the  Senate  struck  out  the  following 
clause:  *'On  cotton  bagging,  four  and  a  half 
cents  per  square  yard."  Mr.  Dicrbrbon  moved 
that  the  Senate  do  recede  from  this  amendment. 
The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Hatne,  J.  S. 
JoBNSTOM,  of  Louisiana,  and  H.  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  dis- 
cuss a  bill  which  had  occupied  so  much  time. 
His  object  was  to  state  the  question  now  pending 
fairly  to  the  House.  It  was  a  question  between 
the  Western  States  and  the  cotton  planting  States. 
The  other  States  were  indifferent  and  neutral; 
and,  therefore,  properly  um nires  between  them.  He 
submitted  his  remarks  to  the  candor  of  gentlemen 
interested,  and  hoped  they  would  receive  and  es- 
timate them  in  the  spirit  af  justice  and  concilia- 
tion. 

He  said  it  must  be  confessed,  that,  whatever 
might  be  the  effect  of  this  bill,  it  did  not  operate 
beneficially  upon  the  cotton  States;  that,  in  a  bill 
embracing  nearly  all  the  interests  of  the  country, 
not  one  item  was  introduced  which  could  in  the 
least  profit  them ;  they  are  beyond  the  reach  of 
protection.  It  must  be  equally  evident  that  the 
bill  is  predicated  on  a  general  rise  of  about  ten 
per  cent,  on  all  articles ;  that  the  weight  of  this 
increased  duty  falls  equally  upon  the  Southern 
States :  they  must  bear  the  full  proportion  of  this 
tax  upon  every  article  of  consumption.  He  said 
the  duty  on  duck  and  coarse  linens,  articles  of  the 
aame  description,  had  been  excepted  from  the  bill ; 
this  had  been  from  respect  to  peculiar  interests. 
He  approved  of  the  exception.  They  fell  upon  a 
peculiar  class,  and  might  impair  the  ship  building 
and  navigation.  Cotton  bagging,  although  com- 
nff  w  ithin  the  scope  of  the  exception,  was  not  in- 
eluded  :  he  did  not  ask  that.    He  was  willing  to 


increase  the  duty  at  the  rate  of  all  other  articles, 
to  twenty-five  per  cent;  and  be  did  this  with  a 
view  to  meet  the  gentlemen  in  the  spirit  of  cod- 
ciliation  and  compromise.  The  present  duty  is 
equal  to  2^  cents  per  running  yard,  the  proposed  i 
duty  is  equal  to  4^  cents  per  square  yard,  equal  to 
5^  per  running  yard.  The  increase  to  25  per  cent, 
is  equal  to  3}  cents.  This  conforms  to  the  gen- 
eral principles  of  the  bill,  and  he  hoped  would  en- 
courage the  production  of  the  article.  It  will  not 
operate  unequally  and  unjustly.  He  made  some 
remarks  upon  the  quantity  consumed,  cost,  preaeot 
amount  ot  duty,  and  the  sum  which  would  be 
drawn  from  the  cotton  States  by  the  increased 
duty. 

He  said  that  Kentucky  had,  no  doobt,  suffered 
much  distress  in  consequence  of  the  sudden  revul- 
sion that  took  place  after  the  war,  dbc.,  perhaps  by  ; 
the  means  which  she  had  adopted,  to  avert  the 
evil.  But,  he  said,  he  believed  that,  at  least  with 
regard  to  his  own  State— she  was  now  uodergo- 
ing  the  same  trial  through  which  Kentucky  had 
passed — she  was  now  struggling  with  her  debts,  loss 
of  crops,  fall  of  prices,  and  depreciation  of  property 
— she  had  been  obliged  to  borrow  two  millioDs  to 
avoid  the  fatal  contrivances  of  other  States— she 
had  avoided  stop  laws,  replevins,  paper  money;  hut, 
to  relieve  the  pecuniary  distress,  she  had  been  obli- 
ged to  pledge  the  public  credit  for  two  millioos. 
There  was  nothing  in  her  situation  to  warrant  the 
imposition  of  any  unequal  tax  upon  her. 

He  concluded  by  repeating,  that,  receiving  no 
advantage  from  the  bill,  bearing  an  equal  portion 
of  the  whole  burden,  and  as  exceptions  had  been 
made  in  favor  of  articles  of  a  similar  description, 
and  in  favor  of  particular  interests,  he  submitted 
to  the  candor  of  the  West,  and  to  the  judgment  of 
the  House,  whether  a  greater  increase  ought  to  be 
demanded  than  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

The  question  on  receding  was  then  put,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Tbas — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Cbio- 
dler,  D'Wolf,  Dickcreon,  Edwtrds,  FindUy,  Johntim 
of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  McllvtiDe, 
Noble,  Pahner,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Ttylor  of 
Indiana,  and  Thomas — %\. 

NATS-^Messrs.  Barboor,  Branch,  Clayton,  Estoo* 
EUiott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holoet 
of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  8.  JohiutMii 
Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of 
Massachoaetta,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor 
of  Virginia,  Van  Bur«n,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  WU- 
liaast— 26. 

So  the  Senate  refuse  to  recede  from  their  ameiid- 
ment,  by  which  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging  was 
stricken  out.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  the 
Senate  then  determined  to  insist  upon  that  amend- 
ment. 

The  House  refuse  to  concur  in  the  ameodmeat, 
by  which  the  Senate  struck  out  the  fourth  sectiop, 
providing  for  the  allowance  of  drawback  on  pi«io 
silk  and  nankeen  cloths,  imported  in  Americaa 
vessels  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  al- 
though the  said  cloths,  before  the  exporiatioa 
thereof,  shall  have  been  Colored,  printed,  staiaed. 
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dyed,  stamped,  or  printed,  in  the  United  States. 
Mr.  DicKERSON  moved  that  the  Senate  do  insist 
upon  this  amendment.  This  motion  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts.  It  was  decided 
in  the  negative.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  the 
Senate  receded  from  the  amendment,  by  which 
the  fonrth  section  was  stricken  out.  So  the  fourth 
section  was  retained,  as  amended  in  the  House, 
fay  striicing  out  the  words  '*  and  nankeen  cloths." 

PUNISHMENT  OP  CKIMB8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Masaaehasetts, 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  *•  to  provide  for  the  pun- 
'  ishment  of  certain  crimes  committed  in  any  navy 
^yard,  fort,  arsenal,  magazine,  dockyard,  lighthouse, 
'  tract  of  land,  or  other  plac«,  the  exclusive  juris- 
'  diction  of  which  belongs  to  the  United  States ;" 
Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  was  called  to  the  Chair. 
Mr.  LiKMAN  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
was  replied  to  bjr  Mr.  Llovo.  Mr.  Eaton  sub- 
mitted a  new  bill,  as  an  amendment  to  that  under 
consideration.  The  amendment  was  adopted; 
and  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate. Messrs.  J.  S.  Johnston,  ot  Louisiana,  Tal- 
bot, Holmes,  of  Maine,  Mills,  Chandler,  Van 
BcREN,  and  Lanman,  discussed  the  propriety  and 
expediencv  of  passing  the  bill.  An  amendment 
pro]>osed  oy  Mr.  Mills,  rendering  the  bill  more 
specific  as  to  the  crimes  to  be  included  in  its  pro- 
visions, was  adopted.  .The  bill  was  then  passed 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time ;  yeas  36, 
nays  8,  as  follows : 

fiAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Clay- 
too,  Kiton,  Edwards,  BUioU,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King 
of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of 
Kisiacbasetts,  McIWaiDe  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Par- 
ratt,  Seymoor,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
Taylor  of  Virginift,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke, 
Wire,  and  WiUiams. 

NAiB-^Measra.  Benton,  Chandler,  D'Wol^  Biek- 
^"00,  Fiodlay,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Macon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
ioformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  ask  a  confer- 
ence with  the  Senate  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
^e  two  Houses,  upon  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the 
%?eral  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports;"  and 
l^ave  appointed  managers  at  the  same  on  their 
part 


Tuesday,  May  18. 

Oq  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  Committee  on 
Fioance  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  memorial  of  the  banking  institutions  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  the  petition  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  James  Roddy ;  and 
%l9o  from  the  resolutions  of  the  12th  of  December, 
Sih  January,  and  18th  February  last. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
&ct  enabiing  the  claimants  to  lands  within  the 
State  of  Missouri,  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to 


institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims,''  reported  it  with  amendments,  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  DicKGRSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  deepening^  the  channel  leading  into  the  harbor 
of  Presque  Isle,  and  for  repairing  Plymouth  beach," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  DiCK£R80N,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  David  Melville, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read  and  considered  ; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  the  committee 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Dickers  ON,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  B.  Fiske, 
and  others,  made  a  report,  which  was  read  and 
considered;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
solved, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Benton  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  southern 
and  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
which  was  twice  read^  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  select  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Indiana 
to  open  a  canal  through  the  public  lands,  to  con- 
nect the  navigation  ofthe  rivers  Wabash  and  the 
Miami  of  Lake  Erie;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  Territory  of  Florida  to  open 
a  canal  through  |he  public  lands,  to  unite  the 
river  St.  John's  with  the  Bay  of  St.  Augustine/' 
reported  them  severally  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  select  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  two  resolutions  of  the  6ih  of  Jan- 
uary last. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  requesting,  at  the  next  session^  a 
report,  showing  the  eSect  of  the  new  tariff  of 
duties  on  the  revenue ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  letters  patent  to 
Nathaniel  Sylvester,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  "  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Miguel  Eslava,"  and  "  to  author- 
ize the  issuins^  of  a  register  to  the  brig  William, 
of  New  York,"  were  severally  taken  up,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  bills  were  ex- 
plained by  the  committees  to  whom  they  had  been 
referred,  and  were  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and 
seventh  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  fur- 
ther to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,' passed  the  3d  of  March,  1815," 
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and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  build- 1 
ing  of  lighthouses,  liffht  vessels,  and  beacons, 
therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.  The  said  bills  were  severally  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  resolution  which  orijginated  in  the  Senate, 
"  fixing  the  time  for  an  adjournment  of  Congress," 
with  an  amendment. 

They  have  passed  bills  of  the  following  ti- 
tles, viz : 

"An  act  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Supreme  Court ;" 

"An  act  providing  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the 
seat  of  government  in  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and, 

"An  act  granting  donations  of  land  to  certain 
actual  settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Florida;"  in 
which  amendment  and  bills  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bilb  were  severally  read  twice,  bv 
unanimous  consent;  and  the  first  mentioned  bill 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
The  two  last  mentioned  bills  were  severally  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
insisting  on  their  disagreement  to  the  two  amend- 
ments made  in  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports," 
(the  one  of  which  was  the  insertion  of  a  proviso, 
exempting  low  priced  woollen  goods  from  any 
higher  duty  than  twenty-five-  per  cent;  and  the 
otner.  the  striking  out  of  the  duty  on  cotton  bag- 
ging,) and  proposing  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  on  the  subject ;  was  taken 
up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  moved  that  the  Senate  do  now 
recede  from  the  first  of  the  contested  amendments, 
respecting  low  priced  woollens.  This  motion 
was  advocated  by  the  mover,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Barbour,  Hayne,  and  King  of  Alabama. 
Mr.  LowRiE  submitted  some  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject. Mr.  DicKERsoN  withdrew  his  motion  to 
recede,  and  the  question  was  then  taken  upon 
concurring  with  the  other  House,  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  of  Conference,  upon  the 
points  of  difference  between  the  two  Houses. 
This  was  agreed  to;  and  the  President  appointed 
Messrs.  Lloto  of  Massachusetts,  Smith,  and 
Williams,  a  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate, for  that  purpose.  The  Chair  remarked  that, 
in  the  selection  of  this  committee,  it  had  taken  a 
member  from  each  of  the  great  sections  of  the 
country:  one  from  the  Northern,  one  from  the 
Middle  and  Southern,  and  one  from  the  Western, 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  Committee  of  Conference  have  leave  to  sit 
during  the  sitting  of  the  Senate. 

JOHN  H.  PIATT. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
"  for  the  relief  of  the  assignees  and  legal  repreeen- 


tatives  of  John  H.  Piatt,"  was  then  taken  up  for 
consideration,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
Barbodr  in  the  Chair.  The  grounds  of  this 
claim  were  stated  in  the  proceedings  of  the  other 
House,  upon  the  bill.  A  long  discussion,  touching 
the  merits  of  the  claim,  took  place.  Mr.  Yam 
BuREN  stated  the  views  which  the  Jadiciarf 
Committee  entertained  in  relation  to  it  Messrs. 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Ruqoles,  Brown,  Noble, 
Van  Dyke,  and  Talbot,  advocated  tke  allow- 
ance proposed  in  the  bill;  and  Messrs.  Eator, 
Smith,  and  Chandler,  opposed  it.  Messrs.  J.  S. 
Johnston  of  Louisiana,  and  Lxnman,  madesooM 
remarks  upon  the  subject.  Mr.  Lanhan  moTed 
to  reduce  the  sum,  to  be  granted  by  the  bill,  from 
$63,000,  to  $42,000.  This  motion  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Brown  and  Van  Buren,  and  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  12,  nays  28,  as  follows: 

YsAi— Me«rs.  Benton,  Chandler,  Ckyton,  D' WoU 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Jackson,  King  of  New  Tort 
Knight,  Lanman,  Macon,  and  Parrott. 

Nats — Meaars.  Bat  hour,  Barton,  Brown,  Edwirdi, 
Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mtioe, 
Holmes  of  Misaistippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Heoiy 
Johnaon,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  AlabioUt 
Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Raggl«t 
Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Vu^ 
ginia,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Ware. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate.  Mr. 
Benton  opposed  its  passage  to  a  third  reading, 
and  moved  that  it  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  uble. 
This  motion  was  carried,  and  so  the  bill  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


Wednesoat,  May  19. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  Monday  last  bf 
Mr.  Llotd.  of  Massachusetts,  "requesting  the 
President  ot  the  United  States  to  cause  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  be  kid  be- 
fore the  Senate  at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  showing  the  amount  of  daties 
which  shall  have  accrued  on  importations  into 
the  United  States  for  the  three  quarters  of  a  yetr 
ending  June  30,  1824 ;  also,  the  amount  of  duties 
which  would  have  accrued  on  the  same  imports* 
tions  at  such  higher  rates  of  duty  as  may  he  im- 
posed by  any  act  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress," was  again  read  for  consideration.  Mr.  L. 
very  briefly  explained  his  views  in  its  introduc- 
tion; and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lanas,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  en- 
titled ''An  act  granting  donations  of  land  to  cer- 
tain actual  settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Florida," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
building  of  lighthouses,  light-vessels,  and  beacons, 
therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes,^'  aDd 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  contiooe 
in  force  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  fiflb,  sod 
seventh  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  fur- 
ther to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
poru  and  tonnage,  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1815/ 
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were  severally  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hotise  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  altering  the  time  for 
holding  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  fourth  circuit  in  the  Maryland  district ; "  in 
which  thej  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  ajgrant  of  land  for  the  seat  of 
gorernment  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  reported  it  with  amendments, 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
^'An  act  granting  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain actual  settlers  in  that  part  of  the  former 
province  of  West  Florida  included  in  the  district 
of  Jackson  Courthouse,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
and  in  the  district  of  St.  Helena  Courthouse,  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  memorial  of  Alexan- 
der Moore,  and  others,  of  Alexandria  county,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  that  the  oill 
before  Congress,  relating  to  the  Levy  Court  of 
said  county,  may  be  suspended  until  the  next  ses- 
sion. The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  **An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  a  register 
to  the  brig  William,  of  New  York,"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Upon  the  passage  of  the  last  mentioned  bill, 
there  was  some  discussion,  in  which  Messrs. 
SjfiTB,  and  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  advocated, 
and  Messrs.  D'WoLr  and  Parrott  opposed  the 
hili.    It  was  passed — ^yeas  32,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Mecns.  Barboar,  Barton,  Branch,  Clayton, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Hayne, 
Hoimea  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry 
Jofaoioo,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maasachasetts,  Lowrie, 
Mcllvaioe,  Macon,  MUIs,  Seymoar,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van 
Baren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Dickeraon,  Hoimea  of  Misneaippi,  Jackaont 
J.  8.  JohnatoOy  Noble,  Palmer,  Pairott,  and  Williams. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of 
)ohn  K.  Carter;  for  the  relief  of  Landie  Richard- 
sod;  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Strain;  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  c^  Miguel  Eslava;  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Evans,-' 
"was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  resolution,  which  originated  in  the  Benate, 
^to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  certain  number  of 


the  copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congress,  from  1774 
to  1788,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments.  The  House  propose  to  strike  out 
"  300,"  the  number  of  copies  contemplated  to  be 
purchased,  and  to  insert  "630."  After  consider- 
able discussion,  the  resolution  and  amendment 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  the  resolution,  as  it 
came  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  fixing 
the  27th  instant  for  the  adjournment  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, and  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

The  bill  "to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes,  when  committed  in  any  navy  yard, 
fort,  arsenal,  magazine,  dockyard,  lighthouse,  or 
other  place,  belonging  to  the  united  States,"  and 
the  bill  "  to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into  ef-* 
feet  the  treaty  made  at  Ghent  the  24th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1814,  excluding  foreigners  from  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the 
United  States,  and  to  preserve  the  fur  trade  within 
the  limits  of  the  said  United  States,  to  American 
citizens,"  were  severally  read  the  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence.  The  title  of  the  last  mentioned 
bill  was  altered  to  the  following :  '*An  act  to  en- 
able the  President  to  hold  treaties  with  certain 
Indian  tribes,  and  for  other  purposes."* 

MISSISSIPPI  AND  OHIO  RIVERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  "  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,"  was 
taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Barboor  in  the  Chair.     Messrs* 
Bbown  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  explained  the 
objects  of  this  bill,  and  its  importance  to  the  West* 
em  States. 
Mr.  JoHHBON,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  President,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that 
want  of  time  will  prevent  that  full  discussion  of 
the  merits  of  the  bill  under  consideration,  which 
the  importance  of  the  measure  demands.    The 
House  of  Representatives  have  carefully  investi- 
gated the  subject ;  and,  after  the  most  dispassionate 
deliberation,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  fact  be- 
fore them,  have   passed  the  biii  appropriating 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars  for  removing  certain 
obstructions  from  the  channels  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi.    It  is  an  experiment  to  render  more 
secure  the  navigation  of  these  great  rivers  of  the 
West,  destined  by  nature  to  bear  to  the  Atlantic 
States,  and  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  the  rich 
treasures  which  are  every  day  disclosing  them- 
selves of  that  extensive  country.    This  decision 
of  the  popular  branch  of  the  mtional  Legisla- 
ture, in  favor  of  an  object  of  such  magnitude, 
whether  considered  in  relation  to  the  interest  of 
the  West,  or  of  the  whole  nation,  is  entitled  to 
high  consideration  from  the  Senate;  and,  in  its 
wisdom  and  magnanimity,  to  give  it  their  cordial 
sanction,  we  repose  a  degree  of  confidence  bor- 
dering upon  certainty.    If,  however,  we  should 
be  found  mistaken  in  this  expectation,  if  such  op^ 
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position  should  appear  agaiost  aa  approprialion 
so  reasonable,  and  in  whicli  one-half  oi  the  States 
in  the  Union  have  a  direct,  and  all  a  deep  interest, 
as  to  force  us  into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the 
bill,  we  have  the  fullest  confidence  that  the  inves- 
tigation must  result  in  an  entire  conviction  of  the 
utility  of  the  measure. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  survey  has 
been  made  by  order  of  the  Government  The 
commissioners,  who  had  no  other  interest  than 
w^at  is  common  to  every  American,  have  made 
a  faithful  report,  which  is  now  before  us;  and  it 
gives  us  a  knowledge  of  the  true  cause,  and  of  all 
the  causes,  which  render  our  navigation  danger- 
ous. It  is  the  opinion  of  the  most  scientific  and 
experienced  engineers,  that  these  causes  may  be 
removed  at  an  expense  quite  inconsiderable,  com* 
pared  with  the  advantages  which  would  ensue. 
For  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  we  appeal 
to  the  magnanimity  of  the  Qovernment.  It  is  but 
what  jiistice  demands.  We  only  ask  for  a  small 
proportion  of  that  protection  to  our  commerce 
which  we  have  never  refused  to  other  parts  of  the 
United  States. 

It  would  require  much  time  to  detail  the  disas- 
trous consequences  which  have  resulted  from  those 
obstructions,  both  to  the  lives  and  property  of  our 
Western  citizens.  We  have  every  year,  and  al- 
most every  week,  detailed  accounts  of  the  losses 
sustained,  with  every  description  of  craft  which 
floats  upon  those  waters,  from  the  majestic  steam- 
boat down  to  the  smallest  fiat<<,  and  even  rafts, 
used  for  the  convejrance  to  market  of  the  surplus 
produce  of  our  agricultural  interest. 

It  will  not  be  alleged  against  the  citizens  of  the 
West  that  they  have  ever  been  wanting  in  pa- 
triotic devotion  to  the  interest  of  the  whole  nation, 
in  war  or  in  peace.  They  have  cheerfully  con- 
tributed their  full  proportion,  both  of  men  and 
money,  for  the  common  defence.  And  in  the 
protection  of  commerce  upon  the  ocean,  in  which 
tliey  have  but  an  intermediate  interest,  they  have 
made  a  common  cause  with  their  fellow-citizens 
of  the  Kast  In  time  of  peace,  they  have  never 
hesitated  to  co-operate  in  measures  of  ||;eneral 
utility,  regardless  of  sectional  interests.  It  is  need- 
less to  refer  to  the  annual  aj^ropriations  of  this 
body  for  the  security  of  the  commerce  of  the  ocean, 
whether  for  fortifications,  lighthouses,  or  any  other 
necessary  work,  because  the  West  have  cheerfully 
concurred  in  these  measures.  We  claim  no  merit 
in  the  performance  of  a  common  duty,  though  our 
interest  is  not  direct,  because  we  deem  the  interest 
of  every  section  common  to  the  whole.  This 
nation  is.oneand  indivisible;  we  have  an  iden- 
tity of  interest.  The  body  politic,  like  that  of  one 
man,  will  ^uard  with  equal  care  every  member, 
while  patriotism  is  the  predominant  principle  of 
the  soul.  Citizens  of  the  East  and  the  West  have 
not  refused  to  bleed  for  each  other,  and  to  mingle 
their  ashes  in  one  common  urn.  They  have  not 
hesitated  to  defend  each  other's  rights,  and  to 
nromote  each  other's  convenience,  as  their  own. 
in  no  case  has  this  disposition  been  wanting  to 
the  West ;  and  I  will  not  now  so  far  distrust 
the  magnauimicy  of  the  East  as  to  doubt  their 


cheerful  concurrence  in  the  measure  proposed 
by  this  bill.  We  call  not  for  a  sacrifice  of  lives 
to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  West,  or  we 
know  it  would  insuintly  rouse  to  arms  the  whole 
host  of  gallant  freemen  from  Maine  to  Georgia. 
But  we  ask  for  a  small  appropriation  to  remove 
from  our  waters  obstructions  more  formidable  to 
our  navigation,  and  more  dreaded  by  the  brave, 
than  a  host  of  invaders.  Uninterrupted,  they  are 
dangerous;  but,  attempt  their  removal,  and  we 
shall  find  them  harmless  foes.  The  object  is 
national,  though  more  immediately  affecting  the 
interests  of  the  \Vest.  If  beacons,  warning,  would 
admonish  the  navigators  of  the  danger,  more  than 
double  the  amount  would  be  cheerfully  appropri- 
ated for  lighthouses  upon  the  banks  of  those 
rivers  ;  but  the  novelty  of  the  mode  of  effecting 
the  same  object  should  be  no  objection  to  the  prin- 
ciple ;  and  I  am  happy  in  the  belief  that  the  same 
magnanimity  which  has  uniformly  characterized 
the  decisions  of  this  body  will  prevail  on  this  oc- 
casion, and  that  gentlemen  from  the  East  will 
exercise  that  justice  and  liberality  which  they 
have  always  received  from  the  West. 

But  I  find  I  am  transcending  the  limits  which 
I  had  prescribed  to  myself,  ft  was  my  determi- 
nation not  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  question, 
believing  it  to  be  unnecessary.  Presumiag  that 
the  Senate  are  possessed  of  all  the  informaiioo 
necessary  to  form  an  opinion ;  and  that  a  dispo- 
sition  prevails  to  extend  to  the  West  the  same 
liberality  which  has  already  been  extended  to 
every  other  part  of  the  Union,  to  their  decision  it 
is  cheerfully  submitted. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting the  following  words :  "and  of  the  Missouri 
river,  in  the  State  of  Missouri."  This  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as 
amended.  Messrs.  Noble  and  Talbot  opposed 
the  amendment  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole :  and  Mr.  Benton  spoke  in  favor  of  it. 
The  amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Chandler  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  inserting  the  following  clause;  "  and,  also,  for 
removing  the  sand  bars,  and  other  obstructions 
from  the  Kennebec  river,  between  Norridgewock 
and  Gardiner,  in  the  State  of  Maine ;  and,  like- 
wise, from  the  Penobscot  river." 

In  introducing  this  amendment,  Mr.  C.  said, 
that  his  object  was  to  ascertain  whether  gentle- 
men, who  were  in  favor  of  internal  improvements, 
were  disposed  to  distribute  the  advantages  of  those 
improvements  with  any  degree  of  eqoality.  Even 
if  the  amendment  which  he  had  proposed  should 
be  adopted,  he  should  still  feel  compelled  to  give 
his  vote  against  the  bill;  believing,  as  he  did,  that 
Congress  had  no  Constitutional  power  for  thus 
disposing  of  the  public  money — but  if  it  did  pass 
he  wished  his  constituents  to  receive  their  due 
proportion  of  the  expenditure. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Ruo- 
GLS8,  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Brown,  and 
Talbot. — ^Messrs.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  and  Macon,  opposed  the  bill  on  general 
principles ;  and  were  replied  to,  ^  Messrs.  Tal- 
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BOT,  Benton,  and  Lowrie.    Mr.  Chandler's 

amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Branch  proposed,  as  an  amendment,  a  new 
section,  appropriating $500,000  for  opening  a  direct 
communication  from  Albemarle  Sound  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  and  for  removing  the  obstruc- 
tions from  the  channel  that  connects  Albemarle 
Sound  with  the  Pamlico.  Mr.  Branch  made 
some  remarks  in  favor  of  this  amendment.  It 
was  lost. 

Mr.  LowBiE  po|>osed  an  amendment,  not  af- 
fecting the  principle  of  the  bill,  which  was  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  put,  upon  passing  the  bill 
to  a  third  reading ;  and  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yiis— Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Hrown,  D'Wolf, 
DickerioDy  Eaton,  Findlaj,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Jicluon,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson,  J.  8.  Jobn- 
ttoo,  Kelly,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie, 
Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Ta;Ior  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Willtams — ^6. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
CitjtoD,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Gaitlard,  Hayne,  Holmes 
of  Mtioe,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Macon,  Milb,  Palmer,  Seymour,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Van  Boreo,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware— 20. 

So  the  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
subject  of  the  disagreement  of  the  two  Houses,  in 
relation  to  two  amendments  to  the  bill  "to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports," 
submitted  a  report,  in  which  is  recommended  the 
adoption  of  the  following  proposition : 

'  1*  That  the  House  of  Representatives  do  recede 
^m  ita  diasgreement  to  the  third  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  and  do  agree  to  the  same  with  the  following 
amendment:  after  the  word  "wool,*'  where  it  first 
Mcun  in  the  proviso,  strike  oat  the  words,  "or  of 
vliich  wool  chalt  be  a  component  part,"  and  insert 
"except  flannels  and  baizes." 

3.  That  the  Senate  do  recede  from  so  much  of  its 
iiiteentti  amendment,  in  reference  to  the  specific  duty 
on  cotton  bagging,  as  is  disagreed  to  by  the  Hoose  of 
llepreacotatives;  and  that  the  clause  be  modified,  so 
^  to  read,  **  on  cotton  bugging,  three  cents  and  three* 
ftnirths  of  a  cent  per  square  yard." 

This  report  was  accepted  hy  the  Senate  wilhoyt 
dirision.  By  the  first  proposition  the  proviso  in 
question  is  left  as  follows:  ^^Prtmided,  That  on 
^1  manufactures  of  wool,  except  flannels  and 
^izes,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place 
vbeace  imported,  shall  not  exceed  thirtv-three 
^od  a  third  cents  per  square  yard,  shall  be  charged 
with  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem." Articles  oC  wnich  wool  is  a  component 
patt,  together  with  flannels  and  baizes,  are  thus 
tnade  subject  to  the  same  duties  as  are  imposed  by 
ti^e  bill  on  other  manufactures  of  wool.  By  the 
^ood  propoeitioD  the  specific  duty  of  four  and  a 
half  cents  per  square  yard  on  cotton  bagging,  as 
it  originally  stood  in  the  bill,  is  reduced  to  three 
ce&ts  and  three-fourths  of  a  cent. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
creation  of  a  stock,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
five  millions  of  dollars,  to  provide  for  the  awards 
of  the  Commissioners  under  the  treaty  with  Spain, 
of  the  22d  of  February,  1819 ; "  and,  on  motion, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tbursoat,  May  20. 

The  Vice  Prbsident,  in  a  few  brief  remarks 
in  which  he  expressed  his  sense  of  the  kind  and 
courteous  treatment  which  he  had  experienced 
from  the  members,  collectively  and  individually, 
signified  to  the  Senate  that  he  should  not  preside 
over  the  body,  during  the  present  session,  after 
this  day.  He  then  called  upon  Mr.  Qaillabd,  to 
whom  he  relinquished  the  Chair. 

Mr.  DiGKBRBON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  A.  B.  Woodward,  proposing  a 
standard  of  measure  for  the  United  States,  made 
a  report ;  which  was  read  and  considered ;  and, 
in  concurrence  therewith,  the  committee  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Van  Burbn,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  Robinaon  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  leeai  representative  of  Thomas  Robinson,  de- 
ceased; whioh  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  Van  Boren,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
altering  the  time  for  holding  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  fourth  circuit,  in  the 
Maryland  district,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary^  of 
State  to  furnish  a  copy  of  Tanner's  American 
Atlas  to  each  of  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary 
and  Charge  d'Afiaires  of  the  United  States,  at 
foreign  Courts^  was  read  the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  Ottremare."  They 
have  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz  :  "An 
act  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of  Virginia,  and 
for  other  purposes;''  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of 
holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  district  of  South  Carolina  ;'^ 
and  "An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  to 
amend  an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  territorial 
government  in  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes ;'' 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

PIVE  MILLIONS  NEW  STOCK. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  "  to 
'  provide  for  the  issuing  of  stock,  not  exceeding 
<  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  meet  the  awards  of  the 
'  commissioners  under  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  of 
^  February  23d,  1819,''  was  taken  up  for  oonside- 
ration,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smith  explained, fttao me  lengthy  the  olgecta , 
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contemplated  by  this  bill,  and  the  obligation  of 
the  Government  to  meet  the  awards  of  this  com- 
mission. 

Mr.  Benton  was  opposed  to  the  bill ;  and  pro- 
posed an  entire  new  bill,  making  the  amount  of 
the  awards  of  the  commissioners  payable,  to  a 
sum  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,  in 
money,  from  the  Treasury ;  or,  if  there  should 
not  be  so  large  a  sum  on  hand,  unappropriated  to 
other  purposes,  that  certificates  of  stocic  should  be 
issued,  payable,  with  interest  of  six  per  cent, 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  ceded,  by  the  said 
treaty,  to  the  United  States;  or  payable  in  such 
other  way  as  Congress  may  hereafter  determine. 
Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  support  his  amendment,  as 
the  least  onerous  mode  of  discharging  the  debt. 

Mr.  LowRiE  agreed  to  the  construction  put  upon 
the  treaty  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri ;  but 
he  believed  that  justice  to  the  claimants  demand- 
ed that  the  Government  should  adopt  other  means 
to  meet  the  awards  under  that  commission  than 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  lands.  Mr.  L.  proceed- 
ed to  an  exposition  of  the  reasons  which  induced 
this  opinion.  He  was  opposed  to  the  amendment, 
and  in  favor  of  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  also  supported  the  bill 
as  it  came  from  the  other  House.  He  replied  to 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Benton. 

Mr.  Brown  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
as  one  of  the  best  modes  of  payment  that  could  be 
adopted  by  the  Government;  and  as  furnishinff  to 
the  claimants  a  greater  remuneration  for  their 
losses  than  they  could  ever  have  obtained  from 
Spain,  without  the  intervention  of  this  Govern- 
men  . 

Mr.  Kelly  considered  the  mode  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  of  creating  a  stock.pay- 
able  from  the  proceeds  of  the  lands,  as  the  worst 
that  could  be  adopted,  both  as  to  its  injustice  to- 
wards the  claimants  under  the  treaty,  and  the  de- 
plorable effects  it  would  produce  upon  that  part 
of  the  country  in  which  the  lands  are  located. 

Mr.  Talbot  opposed  the  amendment.  He  be- 
lieved the  faith  of  the  Government  pledged  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  annuallv  and  regu- 
larly, from  the  Treasury,  let  the  stock  be  issued 
as  it  might.  There  was  no  other  alternative,  than 
to  pay  the  money  immediately,  or  to  create  a  stock, 
drawing  interest  annually.  He  considered  the 
original  bill  as  a  provision  to  borrow  the  money 
at  li  per  cent  and  pay  it  to  the  claimants,  rather 
than  to  pay  them  six  per  cent,  as  the  Government 
would  otherwise  be  bound  to  do. 

Mr.  FiNnLAY  was  in  favor  of  adopting  the  first 
section  of  the  proposed  amendment.  He  prefer- 
led  the  immediate  payment  of  the  money,  to  the 
creation  of  stock,  upon  which  interest  must  be 
paid. 

Mr.  Barbour  considered  the  United  States  as 
standing  bound  for  the  payment  of  five  millions 
of  dollars,  to  these  claimants.  He  admitted  that 
the  payment  of  the  principal  sum  might  be  based 
upon  the  sales  of  the  lands,  but  denied  that  the 
payment  of  the  interest  was  referrible  to  the  same 
source. 


the  original  bill,  and  decided  in  the  negative.    So 
Mr.  Benton's  amendment  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time. 


Friday,  May  21. 

The  Vice  President  not  being  present,  the 
Senate  was  called  to  order  by  the  Secretary.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  oi  Maine,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  President  pro  tempore. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  given  in  was  35 ; 
necessary  to  a  choice  18. 

The  honorable  John  Gaillard  had  23  votes, 
and  was  declaied  to  have  been  elected  President 
pro  tempore.  Mr.  Gaillard  immediately  took 
the  Chair,  and  expressed  to  the  Senate,  in  a  very 
neat  and  appropriate  speech,  his  sense  of  the  higa 
honor  conlexred  upon  him. 

The  three  bills  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives yesterday  brought  up  for  concurrence  were 
severally  read  twice  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  RuGGLES,  from  the  Committee  of  claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Bdren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  ea titled 
"An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  South  Carolina,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  DicKERSON,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  distribution  of  the  rooms  ia  the 
centre  building  of  the  Capitol,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution  assigning  to  the  Sen- 
ate and  House'  of  Representatives  the  rooms  in 
the  centre  of  the  Capitol.  The  resolution  was 
twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Mills,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the' bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Mitchell,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Hayne,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  were  discharged  from  the  consider* 
ation  of  the  petition  of  Peter  Trezevant  j  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  ameod- 
ment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
J.  Ottremare,"  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  receded  therefrom. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  assignees  and  legal  representatives  of  John  H. 
Piatt;"  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading — yeas  25,  nays  15,  as  follows : 


TxA»— MeMrs.  Barboor,  Barton,  Brown,  D'WoU; 
Edwards,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmea  of  Maine,  Jack- 
0on,  Johnson  of  Kentncky,  Henry  Johnson,  Jooifth  8« 
Johnaton,  Kelly,  Lowrie,  McIWaine,  Mills,  Noble» 
Riigglea,  Seymoar,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thorn- 
The  question  was  then  put  upon  striking  out   as,  Van  Baren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware. 
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NiTf— HMm.  Bell,  Benton,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Clijton,  EatOD,  Elliott,  Hayne,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  New  Tork,  Knight,  Macon,  Palmer,  Parrott, 

and  Smith. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  **An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  authorizing^ the  sub- 
scriptioQ  of  stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
mintinff  of  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  by  John 
Vaaderlyn ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the 

ttbie. 

The  Seoate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  sell  and  dispose  of 
the  refuse  lands  of  the  United  States;. and,  on 
motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
ioformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
JohnDoonelson,  Stephen  Heard,  andothers,"  with 
fto  ameodment.  They  have  passed  bills  of  the 
following  titles,  viz:  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
surreying  and  making  of  a  road  from  a  point  in 
the  northwestern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
near  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake 
fifie,  to  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan," 
and  "An  act  to  discontinue  certain  post  roads,  and 
to  e»tabli:th  others ;"  in  which  amendment  and 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  *^An  act  to  authorize  the  creation  of  a 
stock,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five  millions  of 
dollars,  to  provide  for  the  awards  of  the  Commts- 
Honers  unaer  the  treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  22d  of 
February,  1819,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
I*»ed— yeas  31,  nays  4,  as  follows ; 

Ykab— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Chandler, 
jf WoIC  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay, 
(Hillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Missis- 
"Ppi,  Jackfoo,  Johnson  of  Kentacky,  Henry  Johnson, 
JMiah  8.  Johnston,  KeUy,  King  of  AUbama,  Lowrie, 
NcIlTune,  MUla,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Rnggles,  Seymour, 
°fflith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  IndUna,  and  Thomas. 

^iTB— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Macon,  and  Noble. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackbon,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  RepresenUtives  "granting  a  tract  of 
^  for  the  seat  of  government  of  the  Territory 
oi  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  taken  up 
^  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
«f-  Kino,  of  Alabama,  explained  the  objects  of 
^he  bill.  It  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate, 
Without  amendment,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 
J)n  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrib,  the  Secretary  of 
^  Senate  was  directed  to  communicate  to  the 
rr»ident  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  House 
^{^RepresenUtives,  that  the  Senate  have,  in  the 
|bseDce  of  the  Vice  President,  elected  the  Hon. 
Hr.  Qailulsd  President  of  the  Senate.  j»t>  (mh. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vah  Bdrsn,  the  bUl  report- 
18th  Con.  Ist  Sfisa.— 25 


ed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  "  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  establish  an 
uniform  svstem  of  naturalization,"  was  taken  up 
for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  Van  Bdren  stated  the  provisions  of  the  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  bill.  Its  principal  nrovis- 
ions  are,  to  authorize  aliens,  who  were  infants  at 
the  time  of  entering  the  Country,  to  take  the  oaths 
and  produce  the  necessary  proofs  of  residence  in 
the  country  for  the  requisite  period,  and  to  become 
citizens;  and  it  also  reduces  the  term  of  resi- 
dence, prerequisite  for  an  alien  to  become  a  cit- 
izen, from  Jive  to  ti^ree  years. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes^  of  Maine,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  were  linuted  to  ''  free  wnite 
persons." 

Messrs.  Findlat,  Van  Buren,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Mills,  Elliott,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  Taylor  of  Virginia,  discussed  the  pro- 
priety of  the  bill,  in  respect  to  its  general  princi- 
ples, and  to  its  details. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  striking  out  all  but  the  first  section,  and 
insertme  two  other  sections  in  lieu  of  the  remain- 
der of  the  bill.    This  motion  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Publie 
Lands  "  to  establish  a  surveyor  generaPs  office  in 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,"  was  taken  up  for 
consideration,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  A 
communication  on  this  subject  from  Governor 
Miller,  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  was  read.  Mr. 
LowaiE  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the 
establishment  of  the  office  proposed  in  this  bill, 
which  he  considered  unnecessary.  He  concludea 
by  movinff  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  Kelly  replied  in  support  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  stated  the  reasons  which 
would  induce  him  to  vote  for  postponement.  Mr. 
Barton  explained  the  views  of  the  committee  in 
relation  to  this  bill..  The  question  was  then  put 
upon  Mr.  Lowrie's  motion  to  m)stpone  the  bill 
indefinitely,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  with- 
out division. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  "  for  the  relief  of  the  Colum* 
bian  College,  in  the  District  of  Colombia,^'  was 
next  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
Barbour  explained  the  reasons  which  induced 
the  committee  to  report  the  bill.  He  reviewed 
the  history  and  present  situation  of  this  institu- 
tion, and  urged  tne  propriety  of  passing  the  bill. 
The  bill  makes  a  grant  to  the  institution,  for 
whose  relief  it  is  drawn,  of  certain  property  with- 
in the  District  of  Columbia.  Mr.  Chandler  op- 
posed the  bill.  He  did  not  consider  this  as  a 
national  institution  ;  and,  therefore,  thought  it  not 
particularly  entitled  to  the  bounty  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  replied,  in 
support  of  the  claims  of  this  seminary  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress.  Mr.  Noble  also  advo- 
cated the  bill ;  and  Messrs.  Macon,  and  Taylor 
of  Virginia,  opposed  it.  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
made  some  inquiries  on  the  subject,  which  were 
replied  to  by  Mr.  Barbour. 
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Mr.  Chandler  proposed  an  amendment  to  strike 
out  a  part  of  the  bill ;  which  was  not  afi^reed  to. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  opposed  the  bill  on  the 
grounds  that  the  petitioners  had  not  made  such 
progress  in  their  work  as  to  authorize  the  belief 
that  it  would  have  been  completed  within  the 
stipulated  time  had  not  the  Gorernment  sus- 
pended the  work ;  that  the  i)etitioners  had  trans- 
ferred their  contract  to  a  third  person  ;  and  that 
the  ultimate  decision  of  the  amount  to  be  allowed 
these  petitioners,  if  any  thing  were  to  be  allowed, 
ought  not  to  be  committed  to  any  individuals, 
however  hiffh  their  standing  might  be,  but  that 
it  ought  to  be  decided  upon  by  Congress. 

These  objections  were  particularly  replied  to, 
and  obviated  by  Messrs.  J.  S.  Johnston  and 
Barbour. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Bell  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to 
provide  that,  on  the  decision  of  the  commissioner, 
one-half  the  amount  of  damages  awarded  should 
be  paid  to  the  petitioners. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mills,  and 
disagreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time. 


Monday,  May  24. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dickerson,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  discharged 
.from  the  several  memorials  for  and  against  im- 
posing duties  on  sales  at  auction ;  and  also,  from 
the  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  for  the  construction  of  a 
harbor  near  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ma- 
king an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the 
claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Grovernor 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  against  the  United 
States,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Edwards,  William  Eaton 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 
.  Mr.  Eaton  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  be 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  resolution  directing 
the  Secretary  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  Senate,  one  thousand  dollars  to  Enrico 
Causici. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Jackson,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  discharged  from  the  consid* 
eration  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  on 
the  subject  of  arms  furnished  the  United  States 
hy  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Barton  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Ross  and  others,  the  Delegates  of  the  Cherokee 
nation,  stating  that,  from  their  advanced  state  of 
civilization,  they  have  found  it  necessary  to  estab- 
j^ah  a  more  regular  system  of  government,  for  the 
protection  of  the  property,  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness;  that  they  have,  accordingly, 
established  legislative  and  judiciary  branches  of 
government,  upon  a  plan,  simple  and  comprehen- 
sible to  the  Cherokees.  To  support  their  govern- 
ment, they  found  it  necessary  to  impose  taxes  on 


merchants  and  pedlars,  in  their  nation.  The 
power  to  impose  this  tax,  under  the  treaties  sub- 
sisting between  them  and  the  United  States,  has 
been  disputed;  and  the  Attorney  Greneral  of  the 
United  States  has  given  an  opinion  to  the  proper 
department  against  the  right  of  the  Cherokees  to 
impose  the  tax ;  and,  under  that  opinion,  it  has 
been  intimated  to  the  Delegates  that  a  return  of 
the  taxes  will  be  expected,  and  that  they  must  re- 
frain from  the  exercise  of  this  power  in  future. 

The  Delegates,  on  behalf  of  the  nation,  appeal 

to  Congress  for  relief  against  this  decision,  and 

4)re8ent  copies  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 

General,  and  of  an  opinion  of  Judge  White,  of 

Tennessee,  given  on  application,  some  years  since. 

The  memorial  and  accompanying  documents 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lanman,  three  members 
were  added  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  in  place  of  Messrs.  Knight, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  and  MgIlvaine,  absent; 
and  Messrs.  Thomas,  Ulatton,  and  Ware,  were 
appointed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Holmes  of  Maine,  a  mem- 
ber was  added  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
in  place  of  Mr.  Talbot,  absent;  and  Mr.  Van 
Dtke  was  appointed. 

The  nine  bills  last  brought  up  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  were  severally 
read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  use  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 
and  for  furnishing  rooms  in  the  Capitol,"  was  re- 
ferred to  the  joint  Library  Committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  allow  a  salary  to 
the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Nantucket  and 
Pensacola,  and  to  abolish  the  office  of  Surveyor 
of  the  District  of  Pensacola,"  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  legal 
representatives  of  the  Marauis  de  Maison  Rouge, 
and  those  claiming  under  him,  to  institute  a  suit 
against  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,** 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciar^r. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions to  carrv  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties;*' 
and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  farther 
appropriations  for  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  1824,  and  for  other  par- 
posesp"  were  sevenuly  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  an  addi- 
tional land  office  in  the  State  of  Missouri;"  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Point  Coupee,  on 
cerUin  conditions;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  re- 
serving to  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians  a  certain 
tract  of  land,  in  lieu  of  a  reservation  made  to  them 
by  treaty;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning pre-emption  rights  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,"  were  severally  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
foUowing  motions  for  consideration: 

Retokied,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  direct- 
ed to  report  to^e  Senate,  at  an  early  period  of  the 
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the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"As  act  to  enable  the  President  to  hold  treaties 
with  certain  Indian  tribes,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;''  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Alexander  McNair,"  with  amendaaents  to 
each.  They  hare  also  passed  bills  of  the  'follow- 
ing titles,  riz : 

An  act  to  allow  a  salary  to  the  collectors  of  the 
di&tricts  of  Nantucket  and  Pensacola,  and  to  abol- 
ish the  office  of  surveyor  of  the  district  of  Pensa- 
cola; Ad  act  making  further  appropriations  for 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1824,  and  for  other  purposes ;  An  act  con- 
cerning pre-emption  rights  in  the  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas ;  An  act  to  authorize  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rou^e,  and  those 
chiming  under  him,  to  institute  a  suit  against  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes;  An  act 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  use  of  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress,  and  for  furnishing  rooms  in 
the  Capitolj  An  act  making  appropriations  to 
carry  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties ;  An  act 
granting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
parish  of  Point  Coupee,  on  certain  conditions; 
An  act  to  esublish  an  additional  land  office  in 
the  State  of  Missouri ;  and  An  act  reserving  to 
the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians  a  certain  tract  of 
land,  in  lieu  of  a  reservation  made  to  them  by 
treaty ;  in  which  amendments  and  bills  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pabiic  Lands,  reported  a  bill,  "  explanatory  of  an 
act,  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States,  from 
the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  approved  May  18, 
1824."    The  bill  was  twice  read. 

The  bills  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
^granting  a  tract  of  land  for  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  for  other 
()orposes;"  '^for  the  relief  of  the  assignees  and 
egal  representatives  of  John  H.Piatt;"  and  **for 
the  relief  of  George  Fisher,''  were  severally  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bills  which  originated  in  Senate,  "  in  fur- 
ther addition  to  an  act  to  establish  an  uniform 
system  of  naturalization ;"  "  to  amend  an  act, 
supplementary  to  an  act.  entitled  an  act  to  carry 
into  effect  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  concluded 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  on  the  22d 
of  February,  1819;"  '^  to  extinguish  Indian  claima 
to  lands  within  the  State  of  Missouri;"  ''for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  Forrest ;"  and  the  resolution  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  one 
copy  of  Tanner's  American  Atlas  to  each  of  the 
Mmisters  Plenipotentiary  and  Char^  des  Af- 
lairet  of  the  United  States,  at  foreign  Govern- 
meats,"  were  severally  read  tne  third  time,  oassed, 
and  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence. 

The  bill  which  originated  in  Senate,  "  to  fix 
the  Western  boundary  line  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,"  was  read  the  third  time.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  LowRia,  it  was  committed j  after  some  dis- 
enssion,  to  the  Conimittee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bentoii,  the  bill  reported  by 
the  Commiitct  on  Publio  Lands,  ^to  aomplett 


the  survey  of  the  Southern  and  Western  boundary 
lines  of  the  State  of  Missouri,"  was  taken  up  for 
consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
Babton,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  to  whom 
the  bill  had  been  referred,  stated  its  objects.  It 
was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  without  amend- 
ment, and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr..HATNB,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  "  altering  the  lime  of 
holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  Uiji- 
ted  States,  within  the  State  of  South  Carolina," 
was  taken  up  for -consideration  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  It  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  with- 
out amendment,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, **  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Thomas  Robertson,  decease,"  was  taken  Up 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  These  petitioners 
pray  to  be  relieved  from  the  payment  of  the  bal- 
ance of  a  judgment  recovered  against  their  lata 
father,  General  Robertson,  as  surety  on  a  bond 
given  in  the  year  1783,  by  a  collector  in  the  State 
where  he  resided,  and  who  became  a  defaulter. 
These  petitioners  contend  that  there  was  a  great 
remissness  on  the  part  of  Government,  in  not  call- 
ing the  principal,  on  the  bond,  to  account  at  the 
time  it  ought  to  have  been  done.  Mr.  Van  Burbh 
stated  the  grounds  upon  which  the  petitioners 
rested  their  prayer.  The  bill  was  then  reported 
to  the  Senate,  without  amendment ;  and  passed 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  report  of  the  joint  committee  on  the  distri- 
bution of  the  rooms  in  the  centre  building  of  the 
Capitol,  was  again  read,  and  agreed  to. 

FARROW  AND  HARRIS. 

The  bill  introduced,  on  leave,  by  Mr.  Barboub, 
and  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Claims,  *<  for 
the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Har- 
ris," was  taken  up  for  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  These  petitioners  claim 
remuneration  for  the  loss  and  embarrassment  sus- 
tained by  them  in  consequence  of  the  determina- 
tion of  the  Government  not  to  build  the  fort  on 
Dauphin  Island,  for  the  erection  of  which  a  con- 
tract had  been  made  with  them.  This  claim  had 
been  referred  to  a  commissioner  to  ascertain  the 
damage  done  to  the  petitioners,  by  the  failure,  on 
the  part  of  Government,  to  perfect  the  contract; 
and  the  bill  proposes  that,  when  the  commissioner 
shall  have  reported  the  amount  due  them,  that  tha 
money  shall  bepaid,  upon  the  approbation  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  without  a  further  act  of  Con- 

f[ress  on  the  subject;  and  that  they  shall  be  re» 
leved  from  the  operation  of  the  judgments  ob- 
tained against  them,  for  the  moneys  advanced 
them  by  the  Government,  until  the  commissioner 
shall  have  rendered  his  opinion  on  the  subject 

Mr.  RnaoLBS.  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  stated  the  facts  connected  with  the  case. 

Messrs.  Earbour,  Lowrib,  J.  S.  Jobbstov 
of  Louisiana,  Kbllt,  H.  Jobbbor  of  Louisiana, 
and  Tatlob  of  Virginiai  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
passage  of  the  bill 
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Mr.  Chandler  proposed  an  amendment  to  strike 
out  a  part  of  the  bill ;  which  was  not  afi^reed  to. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  opposed  the  bill  on  the 
grounds  that  the  petitioners  had  not  made  such 
progress  in  their  work  as  to  authorize  the  belief 
that  it  would  have  been  completed  within  the 
stipulated  time  had  not  the  Government  sus- 
pended the  work ;  that  the  i)etitioners  had  trans- 
ferred their  contract  to  a  third  person ;  and  that 
the  ultimate  decision  of  the  amount  to  be  allowed 
these  petitioners,  if  any  thins  were  to  be  allowed, 
ought  not  to  be  committed  to  any  individuals, 
however  hiffh  their  standing  might  be,  but  that 
it  ought  to  be  decided  upon  by  Congress. 

These  objections  were  particularly  replied  to, 
and  obviated  by  Messrs.  J.  S.  Johnston  and 
Barbour. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Bell  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to 
provide  that,  on  the  decision  of  the  commissioner, 
one-half  the  amount  of  damages  awarded  should 
be  paid  to  the  petitioners. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mills,  and 
disagreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time. 


Monday,  May  24. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dickerson,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  discharged 

.from  the  several  memorials  for  and  against  im- 
posing duties  on  sales  at  auction  ;  and  also,  from 
the  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  for  the  construction  of  a 
harbor  near  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ma- 
king an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the 

.claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  against  the  United 
States,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Edwards,  William  Eaton 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 
.  Mr.  Eaton  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  resolution  directing 
the  Secretary  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  Senate,  one  thousand  dollars  to  Enrico 
Causici. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Jackson,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  on 
the  subject  of  arms  furnished  the  United  States 

.  by  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Barton  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Ross  and  others,  the  Delegates  of  the  Cherokee 
nation,  stating  that,  from  their  advanced  state  of 
civilization,  they  have  found  it  necessary  to  estab- 
jjah  a  more  regular  system  of  government,  for  the 
protection  of  the  property,  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness ;  tnat  they  have,  accordingly, 
established  legislative  and  judiciary  branches  of 
government,  upon  a  plan,  simple  and  comprehen- 
sible to  the  Cherokees.    To  support  their  govern- 

'  ment,  they  found  it  necessary  to  impose  taxes  on 


merchants  and  pedlars,  in  their  nation.  The 
power  to  impose  this  tax,  under  the  treaties  sub- 
sisting between  them  and  the  United  States,  has 
been  disputed ;  and  the  Attornejr  General  of  the 
United  States  has  given  an  opinion  to  the  proper 
department  against  the  right  of  the  Cherokees  to 
impose  the  tax ;  and,  under  that  opinion,  it  has 
been  intimated  to  the  Delegates  that  a  return  of 
the  taxes  will  be  expected,  and  that  they  must  re- 
frain from  the  exercise  of  this  power  in  future. 

The  Delegates,  on  behalf  of  the  nation,  appeal 

to  Congress  for  relief  against  this  decision,  and 

present  copies  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 

General,  and  of  an  opinion  of  Judge  White,  of 

Tennessee,  given  on  application,  some  years  since. 

The  memorial  and  accompanying  documents 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lanman,  three  members 
were  added  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  in  place  of  Messrs.  Knioht, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  and  McIlvaine,  absent; 
and  Messrs.  Thomas,  Clayton,  and  Wahr,  were 
appointed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Holmes  of  Maine,  a  mem- 
ber was  added  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
in  place  of  Mr.  Talbot,  absent;  and  Mr.  Van 
Dtke  was  appointed. 

The  nine  bills  last  brought  up  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  were  severally 
read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  use  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 
and  for  furnishing  rooms  in  the  Capitol,"  was  re- 
ferred to  the  joint  Library  Committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  allow  a  salary  to 
the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Nantucket  and 
Pensacola,  and  to  abolish  the  office  of  Sunreyor 
of  the  District  of  Pensacola,''  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  legal 
representatives  of  the  Marouis  de  Maison  Rouge, 
and  those  claiming  under  him,  to  institute  a  suit 
against  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions to  carrv  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties;" 
and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  makinj^  further 
appropriations  for  the  military  service  oi  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  1824,  and  for  other  par- 
posesj"  were  severally  referred  to  the  Comnuttee 
on  Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  an  addi- 
tional land  office  in  the  State  of  Mtssouri  ;'^  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Point  Coupee,  oa 
certain  conditions;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  re- 
serving to  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians  a  certain 
tract  of  land,  in  lieu  of  a  reservation  made  to  tbena 
by  treaty;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning preemption  rights  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,"  were  severally  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
foDowing  motions  for  consideration : 

Resokedi  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  direct- 
ed to  report  toi^e  Senate,  at  an  eariy  pefiod  of  the 
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ensiiijig  iMHon  of  Congrasfl,  such  informalion  at  may 
be  in  the  poeMMBon  of  the  Department,  or  he  may 
think  proper  to  oommonicate,  relative  to  the  ezpedi- 
en^  of  conatnicting,  at  one  of  the  navy  yards  of  the 
United  States,  a  £y  dock,  of  sufficient  capacity  for 
receiving,  examining,  and  repairing,  ships-of-the-line ; 
and  to  report  on  the  nsefnloess,  economy,  and  neces- 
aity,  of  a  dry  dock ;  the  best  location  therefor,  and  the 
probable  expense  of  constructing  such  dry  dock,  of  the 
aixe  aforesaid,  in  a  solid  and  durable  manner,  and 
with  the  needful  appendages  for  an  adTantageous  use 
of  the  same. 

lUiohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  direct- 
ed to  report  to  the  Senate,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  aesaion  of  Congress,  a  statement,  showing 
the  amount  of  traTolling  expenses,  and  other  allow- 
ances,  received  by  the  officers  of  the  Navy  and  of  the 
marine  eorpe,  over  the  monthly  pay  and  rations  to 
which  they  are  by  law  entitled,  in  each  year,  for  the 
last  three  years;  tlie  emoluments  which  have  been  re- 
ceived in  each  year,  for  the  same  period,  so  far  as  the 
same  can  be  ascertained,  by  the  officers  of  the  Navy 
and  the  marine  corps,  as  well  from  the  Government  as 
from  other  sources,  in  consequence  of  their  official 
atattons;  the  expense  of  courts  martial  in  the  Navy 
and  marine  corps,  in  each  year,  for  the  same  period, 
wilh  the  amount  paid  to  Judge  Advocates  and  others, 
for  their  attendance  and  services,  designating  the 
places  at  which  such  courts  martial  were  ordered  to  be 
field,  and  the  stations  from  which  the  officers  com- 
posing the  same  were  detailed  to  attend ;  the  number 
of  desertions  from  the  marine  corps,  and  the  number 
of  rank  and  file  confined  for  imprisonment,  as  a  pun- 
ishment for  desertion,  or  misconduct,  for  each  year, 
daring  the  same  period ;  and,  also,  to  report  his  opin- 
ion on  such  alterations,  or  further  provisions  of  law,  as 
he  may  consider  it  expedient  to  be  made,  in  order  to 
promote  a  more  perfect  discipline  in  the  Navy  and 
marine  corps,  to  prevent  the  frequent  reeurrence  of 
courts  martial,  and  insure  to  the  public  service,  in  the 
aaid  establishments,  the  highest  degree  of  ecomomy 
and  effidenqr. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatires 
infonned  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz :  "  An  act  to  au* 
thorize  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Treasury  to  exchange 
a  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  four  and  a  half  per 
eenC  for  certain  stocks  bearing  an  interest  of  six 
per  cent.;''  **  An  act  authorizing  the  employment 
of  additional  clerks  and  certam  messengers  and 
assistants,  and  other  persons,  in  the  several  De- 
partments;" "An  act  to  establish  Bowdoinham, 
m  the  State  of  Maine,  Troy^  and  Hudson,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  Fairport,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  ports  of  delivery ;"  and  "An  act  granting 
a  tract  of  land  to  the  parish  of  West  Baton  Rouge, 
on  certain  conditions ;"  in  which  they  request  Uie 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  by 
unanimous  consent ;  and  on  motion*  the  two  first 
mentioned  of  said  bills  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  The  third  mentioned  of  said 
bills  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures ;  and  the  fourth  and  last  men- 
tioned of  said  bills  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
infonned  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 


bills  of  the  foUowinff  titles,  viz :  "  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  M.  White  and  William  David- 
son ;"  "  An  act  to  reffulate  the  mode  of  practice 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  Louisiana ;"  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
distillers  in  the  United  States;"  in  which  bills 
they  requested  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  said  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  by  unanir 
mous  consent ;  and  on  motion,  the  two  first  men- 
tioned of  said  bills  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary.  The  third  and  last  mentioned 
of  said  bills  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Publie 
Lands,  *^  explanatory  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due 
to  the  United  States  from  the  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Messrs.  Lowrib  and 
King  of  Alabama  remarked  upon  the  obiects  of 
the  bill.  It  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
^  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  N.  Heniy,"  was  taken 
up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  RnooLES  stated  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  bill  was  founded.  It  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  bill  from 
the  other  House  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  amend  an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Territorial  government  in  Florida,  krxd  for  other 
purposes"  was  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Com* 
mittee  ot  the  Whole.  Mr.  Van  Buren  explained 
the  objects  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Cbanoler  made  a 
remark  in  relation  to  it ;  and  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  Senate  without  amendment.  Mr.  £d<> 
WARDS  then  commented  briefly  on  the  operation 
of  the  bill,  and  moved  an  amendment  respecting 
the  designation  of  a  resident  Judge  or  the  Court 
in  Florida.  This  amendment  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Jaokson,  and  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
and  supported  by  Mr.  Holmes,  ot  Maine,  hfr. 
Edwards  withdrew  his  amendment  to  give  place 
to  another  proposed  by  Mr.  Van  Buren.  Mr* 
Kbllt  opposed  the  amendment,  and  was  replied 
to  by  Messrs.  Van  Buren  and  King,  of  Alabama. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickbrson,  the  joint  reso* 
lutton  providing  a  place  of  deposite,  in  the  Library 
of  Congress,  for  the  Portrait  of  Columbus,  pre- 
sented to  CoDffress  b^  George  G.  Barreil,  Esq. ; 
and,  also,  for  the  distribution  of  sundry  copies  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  was  taken  up 
for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
After  a  few  remarks  on  the  subiect,  the  resolution 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  en* 
grossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  '^  to  fix  the 
western  boundary  line  of  the  Territory  of  Ar« 
kansas,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment.  The  bill  was  taken  up  for 
consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr* 
B.  exjdained  the  eflfect  of  the  amendment.    The 
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amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time. 

This  being  the  last  day  of* the  session  on  which, 
according  to  a  joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses,  any 
biU  can  pass  from  one  House  to  the  other,  the 
following  bills,  which  originated  in  Senate,  and 
which  had  just  passed  to  a  third  reading,  were 
read  a  third  time,  oy  general  consent,  and  nassed, 
and  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, yiz :  The  bill  ''  to  fix  the  western  boun-i 
dary  line  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  the  bill  '*  explanatory  of  an  act, 
entitled  *An  act  to  provide  for  the  extioguishmenl- 
of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  from  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands ;"  and  the  resolution 
^'^  providing  a  place  of  deposite  for  the  Portrait  of 
Columbus,  and  directing  the  distribution  of  cer- 
tain copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence." 

The  amendments  made  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^  to  en- 
able the*  President  to  hold  treaties  with  certain 
Indian  tribes,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and,  also, 
to  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  McNair," 
were  considered  and  agreed  to. 

The  bills  which  originated  in  Senate,  <'  for  the 
relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris;" 
^  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  southern  and  west- 
em  boundaries  of  the  State  of  Missouri ;"  and  "  for 
the  relief  of  the  lecral  representatives  of  Thomas 
Robinson,  deceased,"  were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  con- 
currence. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
*'  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  and  dis- 
trict courts  of  the  United  States,  within  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"  to  amend  an  act.  entitled  'An  act  to  amend  an 
act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial  govern- 
ment in  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
read  the  third  time  as  amended  m  Senate,  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  concur- 
rence in  the  amendment 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives were  severally  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  They  were 
explained,  and  some  of  them  gave  rise  to  short 
discussions.  They  were  reported  to  the  Senate. 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading,  viz:  The  bill 
<<  granting  to  each  State  and  Territory,  in  which 
there  are  public  lands,  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  a 
eertain  tract  of  land  for  a  seat  of  government ;" 
the  bill  <<  for  the  relief  of  John  Holliday ;"  the  bill 
«  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Cleveland ;"  the  bill 
^  changing  the  mode  ot  surveying  the  public  lands 
on  any  riven  lake,  bayou,  or  water  course,  in  the 
Territory  of^  Arkansas ;"  the  bill  ''  to  authorize 
masters  of  vessel^  in  certain  cases,  to  clear  out 
either  at  the  custom-house  at  Richmond  or  Peters- 
burg ;"  the  bill  ^  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  the  bill  to 
'*  provide  for  the  sale  of  lands  conveyed  to  the  Uni- 
ted States^  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
the  bill  ''for  the  relief  of  the  corporation  ofthe  church 


of  St.  Anne,  and  for  other  purposes;"  the  bill  ''sapr 
piemen  tary  to  an  act  to  provide  for  the  correction  of 
errors  maae  in  entering  land  at  the  land  offices  f* 
the  bill  ""  to  authorize  the  President  to  exchange 
five  arpens  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  thepablic 
works  at  Baton  Roo^  for  an  equal  quaDtitjr  of 
land  on  the  north  side  of  said  works;"  the  bUl 
"for  the  benefit  ofthe  Columbian  Institate;"  the 
bill  "  to  allow  a  bounty  to  vessels  engaged  in  the 
cod  fisheries,  in  certain  cases;"  the  Mi  ^'far- 
ther to  regulate  the  inspection  of  flour  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Alexandria;"  the  bill  "to  authorize  the 
President  to  enter  into  certain  ne^tiations  rela- 
tive to  lands  located  under  Virginia  miliUry  Und 
warrants,  between  Lndlow^s  and  Robcs'ts's  grants, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio ;"  the  bill  "  to  regulate  the 
fees  of  registers  of  wills,  within  the  several  coun- 
ties of  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  the  bill  ''ma- 
king an  appropriation  towards  the  extiDgnishment 
of  the  title  of  the  duapaw  Indians  to  lands  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas ;"  and  the  bill  "  granting 
certain  lots  of  land  to  the  corporation  of  the  city 
of  Mobile,  and  to  certain  individuals  residing  in 
said  city." 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatires, 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton," was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eaton  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding 
several  new  sections. 

Some  remarks  were  made  upon  these  amend- 
ments, by  Messrs.  Smith,  Eaton,  and  Barboub. 
The  amendments  were  severally  agreed  to.  The 
bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as  amended, 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Barboub  then  moved  that  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  be  discharged  from  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  petitions  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  individuals,  praying  relief  from  the  Got- 
emment  for  spoliations  committed  by  the  French. 
Mr.  B.  recalled  to  the  recollection  of  the  Senate, 
the  fiact,  that  information  in  relation  to  these 
claims  bad  been  required  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  from  the  Department  of  State;  that  the 
documents  from  whicn  this  information  was  to  be 
obtained  were  very  voluminous,  and  that  it  could 
not  possibly  be  furnished  at  the  present  session  of 
Congress.  In  this  state  of  the  business,  the  com- 
mittee had  directed  him  to  make  this  motion. 
The  committee  was  accordingly  discharged. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  it  was  ordered 
that  when  the  Senate  does  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to 
meet  again  at  five  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

At  three  o'clock,  the  Senate  adjoomed. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mills,  the  Senate  proceeded. 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider  the  bill 
from  the  other  House  "  for  the  relief  of  John  Mi(* 
chell,"  with  an  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  in  the  Senate.  Mr. 
M.  stated  the  grounds  of  this  bill.  The  petitioner 
was  agent  for  prisoners  of  war  at  Halifax  during 
the  late  war.  He  claims  to  be  remunerated  for 
certain  extraordinary  expenses  incurred,  and  to 
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be  exempted  from  the  pftymeot  of  a  draft  which 
te  drew  entirely  on  aecooot  of  the  GoverDmeoty 
and  the  amooot  of  which  was  lost  by  the  failnre 
of  the  person  in  whose  favor  it  was  drawn,  through 
the  remissness  of  other  agents  of  the  Government. 
Mr.  M.  detailed  the  circumstances  connected  with 
this  case,  and  spoke  of  the  services  which  Mr. 
Mitchell  bad  rendered  to  the  Government  durinff 
the  Rerolatiooary  war.  The  amendmen t  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  was 
igreedto. 

Mr.  CBANOijiR  made  a  few  remarks  upon  this 
daim,  and  was  replied  to  by  Messrs.  Mills.  Bar- 
BOt/fi,  and  LLOTn  of  Massachusetts.  Tne  bill 
was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as  amended,  and 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  biib  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"  to  allow  farther  time  for  the  issuing  and  locating 
of  military  land  warrants,"  and  "  providing  for  the 
disposition  of  three  several  tracts  of  land,  in  the 
coQDtjr  of  Tuscarawas,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  were  severally  taken  up 
for  eoosideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  re- 
ported to  the  Senate  without  amendment,  and 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  "  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  Rist,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Noble  stated 
the  grounds  of  this  claim.  It  is  for  a  pension,  in 
a  case  where  the  testimony  was  considered  insuf- 
ficient at  the  War  Department.  Mr.  N.  moved 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill;  which 
was  carried  without  division. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate  entitled 
"Ad  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  pro- 
vidiof  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles 
and  claims  to  land  in  the  St.  Helena  and  Jackson 
Goorthouse  land   districts,"  with  amendments. 
They  have  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles  viz : 
An  act  concerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  of  Flo- 
rida ;  An  act  supplementary  to  ^'  An  act  provid- 
ing for  the  examination  of  titles  to  land  m  that 
part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  situated  between 
the  Rio  Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river:  and  An 
>ct  granting  to  the  corporation  of  Tuscaloosa 
certain  lots  and  privileges  oTer  the  reservations 
and  commons  in  said  town;  in  which  amend- 
ments and  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.    The  said  three  bills  were  severally 
twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent ;  and  on  mo- 
tion, the  fint  mentioned  of  said  bilb  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance.    The  two  last 
mentioned  of  said  bills  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill  from  the  Senate  *'for  ascer- 
taining and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  in  the  St. 
Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse  land  districts, 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  were  taken  up ;  and, 
*fter  some  discussion  between  Messrs.  Eaton, 
Kino  of  Alabama,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
CaANOLBB,  LowRiB,  and  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Lou- 
isiana, the  amendments  were  severally  concur- 
ledin. 


Mr.  Setmoor,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Con- 
tingent Fund,  reported  sundry  resolutions  for  the 
payment  of  the  assistants  employed  by  the  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate.  The  resolutions 
were  twice  read. 


TuESOAT,  May  25. 

The  several  bills  from  the  other  House  yester* 
day  referred  to  the  standing  committees  of  the 
Senate,  were  reported  by  those  committees. 

In  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr. 
Eaton  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution,  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  pay,  from 
the  contingent  fund,  to  the  artist,  [Enrico  Causici,] 
employed  in  constructing  an  allegorical  ornament 
for  a  clock  for  the  Senate,  the  further  sum  of 
QIOOO,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  in  the  work. 
Leave  was  accordingly  granted;  the  resolution 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  respecting  tne  expedi- 
ency, the  location,  and  the  probable  expense  of  con- 
structing a  dry  dock  at  one  of  the  navy  yards  of 
the  United  States ;  and,  also,  relative  to  the  pay, 
emoluments,  and  other  allowances,  of  the  officers 
of  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps,  the  expenses  of 
courts  martial  in  that  Department,  the  number  oi 
desertions,  dbc^  and  requiring  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  "his  opinion  on  such  alterations,  or 

*  further  provisions  of  law.  as  he  may  consider  it 
^  expedient  to  make,  in  order  to  promote  a  more 
*■  perfect  discipline  in  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps, 
'  to  prevent  the  frequent  recurrence  of  courts  mar- 
'  tiaf,  and  insure  to  the  public  service,  in  the  said 
'  establishments,  the  highest  degree  of  economy 

*  and  efficiency,"  were  again  read  for  considera- 
tion. Mr.  Lloto  made  a  few  remarks  explana- 
tory of  his  object  in  the  introduction  of  the  reso- 
lutions, and  they  were  agreed  to  by  the  Senate 
without  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  its  unfinished  business. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives were  severally  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  were  explained 
by  tne  several  committees  to  which  they  had  been 
referred;  the  merits  of  some  of  them  were  dis- 
cussed, and  some  were  partially  amended.  They 
were  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading^  viz :  The  bill  "  to  revive  and  extend  the 
term  of  certain  pensions  which  ha^e  expired  by 
limitation;"  the  bill  "to  authorize  the  State  of 
Indiana  to  open  a  canal  through  the  public  lands, 
to  connect  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  Wabash 
and  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie;"  the  bill  "making 
appropriation  for  deepening  the  channel  leading 
into  the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle,  and  for  repairing 
Plymouth  Beach ;"  the  bill  "  to  authorize  the  issu- 
ing of  letters  patent  to  Henry  Sylvester ;"  the  bill 
"  granting  donations  of  lands  to  certain  actual  set- 
tlers within  the  Territory  of  Florida ;"  the  bill  "  to 
alter  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  fourth  circuit  in  the  Mary- 
land district;"  the  bill  "appropriating  a  certain 
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sum  of  money  for  the  benefit  of  Benjaniin  Huff- 
man ;"  the  bill  ^^  to  atter  the  jadicial  districts  of 
Virginia,  and  for  other  purposes j"  the  bill  ''to 
authorize  the  building  of  lighthouses,  beacons^ 
and  light  vessels,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  the  bill 
''authorizing  the  employment  of  additional  clerks 
and  assistants  in  the  different  Departments;"  and 
the  bill  "  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  exchange  a  stock  bearing  five  per  cent,  in- 
terest, for  certam  stocks  bearing  an  interest  of  six 
per  cent." 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  legal  representatives  of  the  Marquis 
de  Maison  Rou^e,  and  those  claiming  under  him, 
to  institute  a  smt  against  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  report  to  the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  allow- 
ances for  travelling  expenses,  and  the  emoluments 
of  the  officers  of  the 'Navy,  and  agreed  thereto. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  select  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Canals  were  discharged  from 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assemby  of  Indiana, 
relative  to  a  national  road  from  Wheeling  to  the 
Mississippi  river;  and  also  from  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  5th  January  last. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Rcggles,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  several  petitions  and  memorials  which  have 
been  referred  to  them,  and  not  reported  upon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Rcggles,  Daniel  Brown 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  explan- 
atory of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  officers,  volunteers,  and  other  persons,  engaged 
in  the  late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  In- 
dians," passed  the  4th  of  May,  1822,  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the' 
claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  against  the  United  States;" 
and  no  amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate;  and,  on  the  question,  "Shall 
this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  24,  nays  4,  as 
follows : 

Ybab — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  CUyton,  Dick- 
erson,  £dwards,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmee 
of  Mississippi,  Henry  Johnson,  Joaiah  8.  Johnston, 
Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Lanraan,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Noble,  Parrott,  Haggles,  Seymour,  Smith,  Thomas, 
Van  Baren,  and  Van  Djke. 

Nats — Mewrs.  Barton,  Chandler,  Eaton,  and  Tay- 
lor of  Virginia. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"to  authorize  the  legal  representatives  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  Maison  Rou^e  to  commence  an  action  in 
tne  courts  of  the  United  States,  to  try  the  validity 
of  hia  title  to  lands,  the  claim  to  which  is  disputed 


by  the  United  States,"  was  taken  up  for  consider- 
ation in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  After  a  dis- 
cussion of  consideraMe  length,  in  which  Messrs. 
Van  Dtke,  Dickgrson,  H.  Johnson,  of  Lou- 
isiana, Van  Buren,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana, 
King  of  Alabama,  Lowrie.  and  Brown,  took 
part,  the  bill  was  refused  a  third  reading,  14  in 
favor  of,  and  12  against  it,  as  follows : 

Tkas — Messrs.  Benton,  Holmes  of  Mistissippi, 
Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  8.  Johnston,  KeUy,  King  of 
Alabama,  Lowrie,  Noble,  Raggles,  Seymour,  Smith, 
Thomas,  Van  Bnren,  and  WilUams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  Dtckerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Gaillard,  Bofanes 
of  Maine,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Masaachnaetts,  Macoo, 
Parrott,  and  Van  Dyke. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  following  Messaee  was  received  from  the 
President  of   the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Staiet,- 

I  tranamit  to  the  Senate  a  report  Irom  the  Secretaiy 
of  State,  concerning  two  reoolntions  of  the  Senate  of 
the  8th  of  January  and  lat  of  March  last,  which  had 
been  referred  to  him. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washivotov,  May  26,  1824. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  "  to  enable  the 
claimants  to  lands  within  the  State  of  Missouri 
and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,"  was 
taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  Considerable  discussion  took  place  on 
the  details  of  the  bill  between  Messrs.  Barton, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Chandler,  Kbllt,  Dickbr- 
SON,  King  of  AUibama,  and  J.  S.  Johnston  of 
Louisiana.  Mr.  Lowrie  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  so  as  to  limit  its  operation  to  claims  not  ex- 
ceeding one  league  square,  which  was  agreed  to. 
The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate.  Mr. 
Lanman  moved  its  innefinite  postponement  This 
motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Benton,  and  was 
not  carried.  The  bill  was  then  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  ^*to  anthortze 
the  Territory  of  Florida  to  open  a  canal  through 
the  public  lands,  from  the  river  St.  John's  to  the 
bay  of  St.  Augustine,"  was  taken  op  for  consid- 
eration in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Messrs. 
Smith,  Lowrie,  Kino  of  Alabama,  Brown,  and 
Chandler,  made  some  remarks  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  Lowrie  moved  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  bill,  which  motion  was  carried. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  "granting a  right 
of  pre-emption  to  certain  actual  settlers  in  that 
part  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  included  in  Jack- 
son Courthouse  land  district,  and  in  that  part  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  included  in  the  St.  Helena 
land  district,"  was  taken  up,  and  after  being  dis- 
cussed by  Messrs.  Lowrie,  kiNO  of  Alabama,  and 
H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  was,  on  moCion  of 
Mr.  Lowrie,  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  "  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force  the  first,  second,  thirds  fourth, 
fifth,  and  seventh  sections  of  an  act,  entitled  ^Aa 
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act  to  proTide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,"  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Diokbb- 
SON  explained  the  reasons  for  brinsing  forward 
tkis  bill.  Its  passage  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  and  Holmes  of  Maine;  and 
on  motion  of  the  latter  member,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires,  and  which  had  been  amended  in  Sen- 
ate, were  sereraliy  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  back  to  the  other  House  for  concurrence  in 
the  amendments,  viz :  The  bills  supplementary  to 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  correc- 
tion of  errors  made  in  entering  lands  at  the  sev- 
eral  land  offices;  changing  the  mode  of  surveying 
the  pnblie  lands  on  any  river,  lake,  bayou,  or 
water  course;  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Washington, 
passed  15th  Mav,  1820,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
tot  the  relief  of  Johii  Mitchell ;  and  to  authorize 
masters  of  vessels,  in  certain  cases,  to  clear  either 
at  the  costom-house  at  Richmond,  or  that  at 
Petersburg. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  explana- 
tory of  "An  act  to  provide  payment  to  the  volun- 
teers who  lost  horses  in  the  Seminole  war,"  were 
read,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickebson,  it  was  ordered 
that  when  the  Senate  does  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to 
meet  again  at  six  o'clock. 

At  a  quarter  before  five  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Six  o^dock  in  the  Eoming. 

The  following  bills,  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires,  were  severally  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Their  objects 
and  intentions  were  stated,  by  members  of  the 
standing  committees  to  which  they  had  been  re- 
ferred. The  bills  were  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
passed  to  a  third  reading,  viz :  The  bill  ^  for  the 
relief  of  certain  distillers,  within  the  United 
States ;"  the  bill  '^  making  appropriations  to  carry 
ioto  effect  certain  treaties;"  the  bill  ''making 
tppropriadons  for  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  1824 ;"  the  bill  *'  to  r^tt- 
l&te  the  mode  of  practice  in  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  within  the  State  of  Louisiana ;"  the 
^  "reserving  to  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians  a 
^tain  tract  oi  land,  in  lieu  of  another  tract  of 
^od  reserved  to  them  by  treaty :"  the  bill  <*  for 
tbe  rriief  of  Joseph  M.  White  and  William  David- 
^of  the  bill  "  eonceming  the  pre-emption  rights 
ui  the  Territory  of  Arkansas:"  the  bill  "  to  es- 
Ublish  an  additional  land  office  in  the  State  of 
^issoari ;"  the  bill  "  granting  a  tract  of  land  to 
^e  inhabitants  of  the  Parish  of  Point  Coupee,  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  certain  purposes ;"  the 
bdl  u  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  inhabitants 
o[  the  Pariah  of  Baton  Rouge ;"  the  bill  "  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  providing  for  the  examining 
of  claims  to  lands  situated  in  that  part  of  the  State 
of  Looisiana,  lying  between  the  Kio  -Hondo  and 
the  Sabine  river ;"  the  bill  "  granting  to  the  town 
of  Tuscaloosa  certain  bu  of  land  j"  the  bill "  con* 


cerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  of  Florida ;"  the  bill 
"  authorizing  an  appropriation  for  the  Library  of 
Congress ;"  the  bill  "  to  allow  salaries  to  the  col- 
lectors of  the  ports  of  Nantucket  and  Pensacola, 
and  to  abolish  the  office  of  surveyor  at  Pensa- 
cola ;"  the  bill  ''  to  confer  certain  powers  on  the 
Levy  Court  of  Alexandria,  and  for  other  purposes." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lanman,  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  sundry  petitions, 
the  object  of  which,  he  said,  had  been  answered 
in  the  general  bill,  now  before  Congress,  respecting 
the  post  offices  and  post  roads. 

Tne  bill,  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
'^  to  discontinue  certain  post  offices,  and  to  estab* 
lish  others,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Lanm an  stated, 
that  he  had  been  directed,  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  move  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  this  bill — he,  accordingly, 
made  that  motion.    It  was  carried — ^20  to  6. 

The  bill,  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"  to  establisn  Bowdoinham,  in  the  State  of  Maine ; 
Troy,  in  the  State  of  New  York ;  and  Fairport,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  as  ports  of  delivery,"  was  taken 
up  for  consideration.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmb0| 
of  Maine,  it  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to 
authorize  the  surveving  and  making  of  a  road  from 
a  point  in  the  northwestern  boundary  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  near  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami 
of  Lake  Erie,  to  Detroit,  in  the  Territorv  of 
Michigan;"  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate ;  and  on  the 
question,  "  Shall  this  biU  be  read  a  third  time  ?" 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  20, 
nays  8,  as  follows : 

Teas — ^Messrs.  Bsrton,  Benton,  Brown,  Diekerson, 
Findlay,  GsiUard,  Hohnes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sissippi, J.  8.  Johnston,  Kelly,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of 
Massachusetts,  Noble,  Parrott,  Raggles,  Seymonr, 
Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Wiltiama. 

NATe— Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  King  of  Alabama,  Lowrie,  and  Maoon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  resolutions  to  compensate 
the  messengers  to  the  Senate;  and,  on  motion, 
they  were  postponed  until  to-morrow;  and  the 
Senate  adjourned,  at  half  past  nine  o'clock. 


Wednesoat,  May  26. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Llotu,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
rule  which  provides  that  no  bill  shall  receive  a 
third  reading  before  twelve  o'clock,  was  rescinded. 

Mr.  NoBLB  moved  that  the  resolution  providing 
for  the  purchase  of  a  certain  number  of  copies  of 
the  Journals  of  Congress^  from  1774  to  1788,  be 
now  taken  up  for  consideration.  This  motion 
was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  Mr.  T ATLoa,  of 
Virginia;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Brown  and 
Holmes,  of  Maine.  The  Senate  refused  to  take 
up  the  resolution — ^12  in  the  affirmative ;  13  in  the 
negative. 

The  bilL  entitled  ''An  act  making  further  ap- 
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MoNDAT,  December  l,  1823. 

At  12  o'clock,  precisely,  the  Clerk  called  the 
House  to  order,  and,  the  roll  beioff  called,  the 
foliowiDg  members  of  the  Hoose  of  Representa- 
tives appeared  and  took  their  seats,  to  wit : 

From  Jfaifte.-*WiIIiaiii  Burleigh,  Joshaa  Coshmui, 
Ebennflf  Hvnriok,  David  Kidder,  Enoch  Lincoln,  and 
Jeremith  O'Brien. 

From  New  ITamptAire^— Matthew  Harvey,  Arthur 
Liveimora,  Aaron  Matson,  William  Plnmer,  Jr.,  and 
Thomu  Whipple,  Jr. 

Frvm  MBMBoehuieiU. — Samuel  C.  Allen,  John  Bai* 
ley,  Fraoeia  Baylies,  Benjamin  W.  Crowninshield, 
Haniy  W.  Dwight,  Timothy  Fuller,  Aaron  Hobart, 
Samnel  Lathrop,  John  Locke,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  John 
Reed,  Jonas  Sibley,  and  Daniel  Webster. 

Fnm  Rhode  hknd^-^ch  Dviee,  and  Samnel 
Eddy. 

From  Conmeticui^ — ^Noyes  Barber,  Samuel  A. 
Foot,  Anael  Sterling,  Ebonezer  Stoddard,  Gideon 
Tomlinoon,  and  Lemuel  Whitman. 

From  Fermon/.— William  C.  Bradley,  Daniel  A. 
A.  Bock,  Samnel  C.  Crafts,  Rollin  C.  Mallary,  and 
Chariea  Rich. 

Front  19ew  YorA^— John  W.  Cady,  Churchill  C. 
CambieleDff,  Lot  Clark,  Ela  Collins,  Hector  Crsig, 
Bowland  Day,  Justin  Dwinell,  I<ewis  Eaton,  Charles 
A.  FootOy  Joel  Frost,  Moses  Hayoilw  James  L.  Hoge- 
boom,  Lemuel  Jenkins,  Elisha  Litchfield,  Dudley 
Marvin,  Henry  C.  Martindale,  John  Bichards,  Robert 
S.  Sose,  Peter  Sharps,  Heniy  R.  Stom,  James  Strong, 
John  W.  Taylor,  Egbert  Ten  Eyck,  Jacob  Tyson, 
WOliam  Van  Wyck,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Isaac 
WiUiuDfl,  Isaac  Wilson,  Silas  Wood,  and  WUUam 


From  New  Jarsey.^Qoori^  Cassedy,  Lewis  Con- 
diet,  Daniel  GariMon,  George  Holcombe,  James  Mat- 
iack,  and  Samuel  Swan. 

From  Femneytafisair-James  Allison,  Samuel  Breck, 
John  Brown,  James  Buchanan,  Samuel  Edwards, 
WiiUam  Cos  Ellis,  Patrick  Farrellv,  John  Findlay, 
Walter  Forward,  Robert  Harris,  Joseph  Hei:^htU, 
Samuel  D.  Ingham,  George  Kremer,  Samuel  McKean, 
Jamca  8.  Mitchell,  Thomas  Patterson,  George  Plumer, 
Thomas  J.  Rogers,  John  Tod,  Daniel  Udree,  Isaac 
Wayne,  and  James  Wilson. 

From  J^ektwarc-^hoxiiB  McLane. 

From  JforyiiBtidlii— William  Hsyward,  Jr.,  Jceeph 


Kent,  John  Lee,  Peter  LitUe,  Isaac  McKim,  and 
George  E.  Mitchell. 

From  Virginia, — Mark  Alexander,  William  S.  Ar- 
cher, William  Lee  Ball,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  John  S. 
Barbour,  Robert  S.  Gamett,  Joseph  Johnson,  Jabea 
Leftwich,  William  MeCo^,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  Arthur  SmiUi,  William  Smith,  Alex- 
ander Smyth,  Andrew  Stevenson,  James  Stephenson, 
George  Tucker,  and  Jared  Williams. 

Fh>m  North  Carolina. — Henry  Conner,  John  Cul« 
pepper,  Weldon  N.  Edwards,  Alfred  M.  Gatlin, 
Charles  Hooks,  John  Long,  Willie  P.  Mangum, 
Romulus  M.  Saundsrs,  Richard  D.  Speight,  Robert 
B.  Vance,  and  Levris  Williams. 

From  South  Carolina. — Robert  Campbell,  Jose^ 
Gist,  James  Hamilton,  Jr.,  George  McDnffie,  Joel  R. 
Poinsett,  Starling  Tucker,  and  John  Wilson. 

From  Georgia. — Joel  Abbot,  George  Caiy,  Thomas 
W.  Cobb,  Alfred  Cuthbert,  John  Forsyth,  and  Wiley 
Thompson. 

From  Kentucky* — ^Richard  A.  Bockner,  Heniy 
Clay,  Robert  P.  Henry,  Francis  Johnson,  John  T. 
Johnson,  Robert  P.  l«etcher,  Thomas  P.  Moore, 
Philip  Thompson,  David  Trimble,  David  White,  and 
Charles  A.  Wicklifie. 

From  Tennessee*—- Adam  R.  Alexander,  Robert 
Allen,  John  Blair,  John  Cocke,  Samuel  Houston, 
Jacob  C.  Isaeks,  James  B.  Reynolds,  James  T.  Sand- 
ford,  and  James  Standsftr. 

From  Ohio. — Mordecsi  Bartley,  Philemon  Beecher, 
John  W.  Campbell,  James  W.  Gbzlay,  Duncan  Mc- 
Arthur,  William  McLean,  John  Patterson,  John 
Sloane,  Joseph  Vance,  Samuel  F.  Vinton,  Elisha 
WhitUesey,  William  WUson,  and  John  C.  Wright. 

From  iouiiiana. — William  L.  Brent 

From  Indiana* — John  Test 

From  //^Mtow.— Daniel  P.  Cook. 

From  Alabaman—John  McKee,  and  Gabriel  Moore. 

From  Miuouri* — ^John  Scott 

From  Arkanaae  Territory^^Hoarj  W.  Conway. 

AfWr  the  Clerk  had  finished  calling  the  mem- 
bers of  Sutes,  and  a  qaonmi  was  ascertained  to 
be  present, 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  rose  and  remarked, 
that,  it  having  been  publicly  announced  that  he 
was  considered  a  candidate  for  the  Speaker's 
Chair,  and  several  Representatives  having  avow- 
ed their  intention  to  vote  in  hia  favor ;  for  the 
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purpose  of  correcting  any  mistake  upon  this  sub- 
lect  which  might  exist  either  here  or  elsewhere 
DC  thought  proper  to  state  that  he  was  not  a  can- 
didate, and  that,  if  his  friends  consulted  his  wishes, 
they  would  not,  on  this  occasion,  support  him  for 
the  office.  This  frank  declaration,  he  said,  ap- 
peared to  btf  due  to  the  House  and  to  those  gen- 
tlemen who  were  understood  to  be  candidates,  as 
well  as  to  himself. 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the 
election  of  a  Speaker,  and,  upon  an  examination 
of  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  Henry  Clay,  one 
of  the  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
had  139  rotes,  and  that  Philip  P.  Babbodr,  one 
of  the  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
had  received  42  votes. 

Mr.  Clat  was.  therefore,  declared  to  be  duly 
elected,  and  conducted  to  the  Speaker's  Chair, 
from  whence  he  made  acknowledgments  to  the 
House  in  the  following  terms : 

GxiTTLBMBir :    I  pray  you  to  aeoept  my  most  re- 
■pectfui  thankM  for  the  honor  you  have  jott  conferred 
on  me.    The  station  of  Speaker  of  this  House  has 
been  alwaye  justly  conaidered  ae  one  of  great  reepect- 
ability,  ae  well  as  of  high  responsibility.     But,  at  the 
present  period,  when  we  are  assembled  under  a  new 
census,  with  oor  number  considerably  enlarged,  and 
the  highest  interests  of  a  greatly  augmented  population 
committed  to  our  charge,  it  has  acquired  much  addi- 
tional importance,  which  requires  from  the  favored 
object  of  your  selection  his  most  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments and  the  expression  of  the  profoundest  sensibility. 
The  principles  which  should  regulate  the  execution 
of  the  duties  of  the  incumbent  of  the  Chair  are  not 
difficult  to  comprehend,  although  their  application  to 
particular  instances  is  often  extremely  delicate  and 
.  perplexing.     They  enjoin  promptitude  and  impar- 
tiality in  deciding  the  various  questions  of  order  as 
they  arise ;  firmness  and  dignity  in  his  deportment 
towards  the  House ;  patience,  good  temper,  and  cour- 
tesy, towards  the  indindual  members ;  and  the  best 
arrangement  and  distribution  of  the  talent  of  the 
House,  in  its  numerous  subdiTisions,  for  the  despatch 
of  the  public  business,  and  the  lair  exhibition  of  every 
subject  presented  for  consideration.    They  especially 
require  of  him,  in  those  moments  of  agitation  from  which 
no  deliberative  assembly  is  always  entirely  exempt,  to 
remain  cool  and  unshaken  amidst  all  the  storms  of 
debate,  carefully  guarding  the  preservation  of  the  per- 
manent laws  and  rules  of  the  House  from  being  sacri- 
ficed to  temporary  passions,  prejadioes,  or  interests.    It 
b  on  such  occasions  as  these,  too,  that  the  Chair  stands 
most  in  need  of  your  support,  of  your  candor,  of  your 
liberality,  of  yoar  unbiassed  judgment    I  am  not  so 
presumptaous,  gentlemen,  as  to  promise  yon  that  I  ahall 
perform  the  arduous  daties  of  which  I  have  presented  an 
unperfect  sketch.    All  I  dare  say  is,  that  I  will  exert  an 
anxious,  laithfal,  and  unremitting  endeavor  to  fulfil 
the  axpeetatbns  by  which  I  have  been  so  much  hon- 
ored*   And  may  we  not  indulge  the  hope,  that,  with 
the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  all  our  delibera- 
tions and  all  our  proceedings  may  tend  to  eastain  the 
dignity  of  the  House,  to  maintain  the  honor  and  char- 
acter of  the  oountty,  and  toadvanca  thapaUio  welfare 
and  happiness. 

The  oftth  to  •^pporl  lh«  Coofttttttion  9f  4ba 


United  States,  as  prescribed  by  law,  was  then 
administered  to  the  Speaker  by  Mr.  Nbwton,  one 
of  the  Representatives  from  Virginia,  and  the 
same  oath  (or  affirmation)  was  then  administered 
by  the  Speaker  to  all  the  other  members  present 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Ohio,  that  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,  Clerk  to 
the  late  House  of  Representatives,  be  appointed 
Clerk  to  this  House;  and  the  motion  was  agreed 
to,  unanimously. 

The  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  the  oath  of  office,  as 
prescribed  by  the  act  aforesaid,  were  then  admin- 
istered to  the  Clerk  by  the  Speaker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  it  was 

R69olved^  mkanmon^yy  That  Thomas  Ddhm  be 
appointed  Sergeant-at-Arms,  Bemjamiii  Burcb 
Doorkeeper,  and  John  Oswald  Dcmn  Assistaat 
Doorkeeper  to  this  House;  and  that  they  aeve^ 
ally  give  their  attendance  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomunson,  it  wns 

Ordered^  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  inform  them  that  a  quorum  of  this  Hoase  have 
assembled,  and  have  elected  Henrt  Clat  their 
Speaker,  and  that  this  House  is  now  ready  to 
proceed  to  business;  and  that  the  Clerk  do  go 
with  the  said  message. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton, 

Ordend^  That  the  daily  hour  to  which  the 
House  shall  stand  adiourned  be  twelve  o'clock  , 
until  otherwise  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Littlb, 

Reaohedy  That  the  Rules  and  Orders  established 
by  the  late  House  of  Representatives  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  proceed- 
ing to  be  observed  in  this  House,  until  a  revision 
or  alteration  of  the  same  shall  have  taken  place. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton, 

Reioived.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
the  part  oiuhis  House  to  join  such  committee  as 
have  been  or  may  be  appomted  on  the  part  of  tbe 
Senate  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  have  assembled,  and  are  ready  to  receive 
any  communications  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Newton  and  Mr.  Van  Rbwo* 
SELABR  be  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Houac^ 
and  that  the  Clerk  do  acquaint  the  Senate  there- 
with. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  Maasaehnaftta, 
Rmhid^  That  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  caoaa 
the  members  to  be  furniahed  with  such  newapft- 
pera  as  they  respectively  may  eleet ;  the  expense 
of  each  member  not  to  eseeed  the  pries  of  three 
daily  papers. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  iih- 
forming  the  House  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate 
had  assembled,  and  waa  ready  to  proceed  to  bost- 
nesa;  and  that  they  have  concurred  in  the  resolu- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States^  Ac, 

Aad  than  the  Hooas  adjomasd. 
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TufiBDAT,  December  2. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Pennsyl- 
rania,  Philip  S.  Markley  and  Andrew  Stew- 
art; from  Maryland,  Raphael  Neale,  John  S. 
Spencs,  and  Henrt  R.  Warfield;  from  Vir- 
ffioia,  John  Randolph;  from  North  Carolina, 
HuTCHiNS  G.  Burton  and  Thomas  H.  Hall; 
from  SoQth  Carolina,  John  Carter  and  Andrew 
R.  Govan;  from  Ohio,  Thomas  R.  Ross;  and 
from  lodiana,  Jonathan  JENNiirGsand  William 
Prince,  appeared,  produced  their  credentiiils,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  joint  committee,  ap- 
pointed yesterday  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  reported  that  the  committee  had 
performed  the  duties  of  their  appointment,  and 
that  the  President  answered  that  he  would  make 
a  commanication,  in  writing,  to  the  two  Houses 
this  day. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment, comprising  the  names  of  the  persons  whose 
accounts  have  been  settled  asreeably  to  the  act  of 
the  first  of  March  last,  entitled  "  An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  prompt 
settlement  of  public  accounts ;"  which  letter  and 
statement  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  another 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a 
statement,  showing  th«  number  of  Revolutionary 
pensioners  on  the  rolls  of  the  several  States  and 
Territories  ^f  the  United  States,  made  in  confor- 
mity to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
ti?es,  of  the  first  of  March  last;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Clerk,  coverinff  four  statements,  prepared 
in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the 
first  of  March  last,  "requiring  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  tne  House  of  Repre- 
fentatiyes,  an  annual  statement  of  the  ezpendi- 
tares  from  the  contingent  fund  of  the  two  Houses ;" 
▼bich  letter  and  statements  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  two  Chaplains,  of  different  denomi- 
nations, during  the  present  session,  one  by  each 
Hoase,  who  shall  interchange  weekly ;  in  which 
f^solutions  the  Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
Hoose. 

The  said  resolution  wis  read,  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Latbeop,  it  was  ordered 
|bat  this  Hooae  will,  on  Monday  next,  the  8th 
instant,  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  a  Chaplain 
to  Congress  on  their  part. 

A  Message  was  then  received  from  the  Pbmi- 
dirt  op  thb  Unitbd  Statbb,  which  was  read, 
•od  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Hoose  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and  six  thousand 
topiei  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  members  of  this  House.  [For  this  Message 
•ee  Senate  proceediaes,  anU  p.  18.] 

The  Hoosa  chea  adjournea. 


Wednesday,  December  3. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  York, 
Samuel  Lawrence  ;  and  from  Alabama,  Georob 
W.  Owen,  appeared,  and  produced  their  creden- 
tials. 

Richard  K.  Call,  also  appeared,  and  produced 
his  credentials,  as  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory 
of  Florida. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Samuel  R.  Overton  and  Joseph  M.  White, 
two  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain 
titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  West  Florida,  asking 
for  an  extension  of  the  time  to  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember next,  to  enable  them  to  complete  the  duties 
of  their  appointment ;  which  letter  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlor,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  call  for  petitions  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the 
several  Standing  Committees  be  now  appointed,  in 
pursuance  of  the  rules  and  orders  of  tne  House : 
Whereupon,  the  Speaker  appointed  the  following 
Standing  Committees : 

0/EUcti<ma.-^Mr.  Sloane,  Mr.  Mallary,  Mr.  Ball, 
Mr.  Tucker,  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Standefer,  Mr. 
Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Thompson,  of 
Kentucky. 

0/  Wojfs  and  Msans.—Mr.  McLane,  of  Dela- 
ware, Mr.  Ingham,  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Oeorffia, 
Mr.  Andrew  Sterenson,  Mr.  V/ambreleng,  Mr. 
McDuffie,  and  Mr.  McKim. 

0/  C2afiM.— Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
Mr.  McCoy,  Mr.  Rich,  Mr.  Litchfield,  Mr.  Mat- 
son,  Mr.  Whittlesey,  and  Mr.  Isacks. 

On  PMic  Lands. — Mr.  Rankin,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr. 

S^ok,  Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Vinton,  and 
r.  Bradley. 

On  Commerce. — ^Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Tomlinson,  Mr. 
Abbot.  Mr.  Durfee,  Mr.  Dwight,  Mr.  Mangum, 
and  Mr.  Morgan. 

On  the  Poet  OMce  and  Poet  Roads^^Mr.  Francis, 
Johnson,  Mr.  Hooks,  Mr.  Stoddard,  Mr.  Wilson, 
of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Alexander,  of 
Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Bartley. 

Far  the  Dietrict  of  Columbia ^Mr.  Kent,  Mr. 

Neale,  Mr.  Matlack,  Mr.  Findlay,  Mr.  Alexander, 
of  Virginia,  Mr.  Gazlay,  and  Mr.  Blair. 

On  the  Judiciary Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  P.  P.  Bar- 
bour, Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Bur- 
ton. Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Saunders,  and  Mr.  Brent 

On  Peneione  and  RevoUtHonarp  Claime. — Mr.  Lit- 
tle, Mr.  Bddv,  Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Mr.  Culpepper,  Mr.  Plumer,  of  Penn- 
sylrania,  and  Mr.  Udree. 

On  PMic  Expenditiire9.^Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Clarke, 
of  New  York,  Mr.  Crafts,  Mr.  Markley,  Mr.  Gist, 
Mr.  Sandford,  and  Mr.  John  S.  Barbour. 

On  Private  Land  Ctoisu.— Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Ohio,  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  Mr.  Sterling,  Mr. 
Prince,  Mr.  Garrison,  Mr.  Locke,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  New  York. 

On  Mainufaeturei.^^Mr.  Tod,  Mr.  Forward,  Mr. 
Gondict,  Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Craig,  and 
Mr.  Marvin. 

On  ^^vvoittiipif.— Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Baf- 
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Mr.  Sibley  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  district  of  Norfolk,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  contesting  the  election  and  re- 
turn of  John  Bailey,  as  one  of  the  members  of 
this  House,  from  that  State,  on  the  ground  that 
he  was  not  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  at  the  time 
of  his  election,  and  praying  that  the  seat  of  said 
Bailey  may  be  declared  vacant;  which  memorial 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
tallow-chandlers  and  soap-boilers  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  combatting  the  representations  con- 
tained in  tne  memorial  presented  this  day  from 
the  citizens  of  New  Bedford,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  sperm  whale  fishery,  and  the  importation  of 
tallow  and  tallow  candles,  and  declaring  that  the 
said  representations  are  fallacious;  and  stating 
that  they  are  entirely  satisfied  with  the  duty,  as  it 
now  stands,  on  foreign  tallow  and  tallow  can- 
dles; yet,  if  any  alteration  be  determined  on,  they 
pray  that  tallow  may  be  admitted  free  of  duty,  as 
most,  if  not  all  other,  raw  materials  are  now  ad- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Storrs  presented  a  memorial  of  the  per- 
sons engaged  in  manufactures  in  the  county  of 
Oneida,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  that 
efficient  measures  may  be  devised  and  adopted,  to 
protect  the  manufacturers  of  cotton  gooos  from 
the  hostility  of  foreign  manufacturers  and  capi- 
talists. 

Mr.  GovAN  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  Richland  district,  in  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  in  opposition  to  anv  alteration  or 
increase  of  the  tariff  of  duties  on  foreign  manu- 
factures, by  way  of  protection  to  domestic  manu- 
factures. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorials  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  of  Eliza  Dill, 
one  of  the  daughters  of  the  late  Major  General 
Arthur  St.  Clair,  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  on 
behalf  of  herself  and  sisters,  praying  to  be  allowed 
and  paid  the  amount  which  she  conceives  to  be 
equitably  and  justly  due  to  the  estate  of  her  de- 
ceased father,  on  account  of  personal  services  ren- 
dered, and  advances  made  for  the  public  account, 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  petition  of  James 
Mitchell  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  and  the  accompanying  documents, 
were  referrred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Camberleno, 

RegUvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
continuing  pensions  to  the  widows,  or  to  the  or- 
phans of  all  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who 
may  have  been  slain  in  the  public  or  private  armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  who  may  have 
died  of  wounds  received  while  in  the  service  of 
their  country ;  and  to  all  other  widows  or  orphans, 
who  have  been  placed  upon  the  navy  pension  roll 
by  special  acts  of  Congress,  and  of  authorizing 
the  payment  of  such  sums  as  may  be  due  those 
widows  and  orphans  whose  pensions  may  have 
been  suspended. 


Resolved^  That  the  said  committee  be  farther 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing pensions  to  Lydia  Allen  and  Penelope  Denny. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Strong,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  giving  concurrent  jurisdiction  to  the 
supreme  or  superior  court  of  law  of  the  respective 
States,  in  cases  arising  under  the  act^  entitled  ^Ab. 
act  to  extend  the  privilege  of  obtaming  patents 
for  useful  inventions  and  discoveries,  and  to  en- 
large and  define  the  penalties  for  violating  the 
riffhts  of  patentees." 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Stiolvedj  That  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals  to 
referred  to  a  select  oommittee. 

On  this  resolution  the  House  divided.  It  wat 
agreed  to,  86  votes  to  77,  and  a  committee  ordered 
to  be  appointed  accordingly;  and  Messrs.  Hemf- 

BILL,    CUTHBERT,     ShARPE,     StBWART,    HcNRT, 

Herkimer,  and  Rives,  were  appointCMl  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Call,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  granting  to  the  Territory  of  Flo- 
rida, a  tract  of  twelve  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
of  land,  at  the  point  designated  for  the  permanent 
seat  of  ^vernment  in  said  Territory :  And  fur- 
ther, to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  te 
the  cities  of  Pensacola  and  St.  Augustine  certaia 
public  lots  within  the  limits  of  said  cities,  respec- 
tively. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Committee  ot 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  or  modifying  an  act  en- 
titled '*An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of  mar- 
shals, clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  the  cases  thereia 
mentioned." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee  oa 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reserving  from  sale  a  oortion  of 
the  public  lands,  through  which  a  canal  maj  be 
constructed  to  unite  the  navij^able  waters  of  the 
rivers  Wabash  and  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  and 
to  grant  a  portion  of  such  land  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  such  canal. 

Mr.  Brent  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Muolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tnuuty  be 
directed  to  transmit  to  this  Hoaae,  all  the  papers, 
books,  and  reports  which  have  been  forwaided  bj  the 
several  Boards  of  CommiMionkrs  and  registeis  of  land 
titles  in  relation  to  the  adjostment  of  land  cUims  de* 
rived  from  the  French  and  Spanish  authorities,  •ituated; 
in  that  part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  which  consti-! 
tuted  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tresfury  M 
directed  to  inform  this  House,  whether  the  report  m 
the  late  register  of  the  land  office  at  Opelouaas,  im 
Louisiana,  upon  the  land  claims  submitted  to  his  coar-{ 
sideration  by  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  11th  Ma]^ 
1820,  has  been  received,  and,  if  not,  of  the  csnac 


3 


reasons  of  the  delay  of  the  said  register  in  maki 
said  report. 

Ordendy  That  the  aforegoing  resolutions  lie  oJ 

the  table*  one  day.  j 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Plumbr,  of  New  Hampshira 
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the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed 
to  ioquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  costs 
in  cases  where  damages  may  be  recovered  for  the 
Tiolaiion  of  the  rights  of  patentees  under  the  sev- 
eral acts  concerning  the  issuing  of  patents  for 
useful  discoTeries  and  inventions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whipple,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  eipedieocy  of  providing  by  law  for  an  addi- 
tioDal  Dumber  of  quartermasters  and  assistants,  to 
be  employed  in  the  Quartermaster  General's  de- 
partment of  the  Armv  of  the  United  States,  who 
shall  be  taken  from  tne  line  of  the  army. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  it 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reTiring  the  seventh  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the 
adjostment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Loui- 
siana," approved  11th  May,  1820,  in  relation  to 
back  concesssions,  and  to  extend  its  provisions  so 
as  to  embrace  every  claim  confirmed  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  whether  it  be  situated  upon  a  water 
eoarse  or  not 

JMoed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  causing  patents  to  issue,  in  the  mode  pointed 
out  bv  law,  to  persons  whose  claims  to  lands,  town, 
or  rillage  lots,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  have 
heen  confirmed  by  the  several  boards  of  commis* 
sioners,  or  by  acts  of  Congress,  agreeably  to  the 
sunrers  already  made,  in  all  cases  where  said  sur- 
Teys  hare  been  made ;  and  in  all  cases  where  said 
surreys  have  not  been  made,  as  soon  thereafter  as 
the  same  shall  be  surveyed  and  returned  to  the 
proper  authorities. 

^vedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
ofiering  the  public  lands  for  sale,  as  speedily  as 
possible,  in  the  district  south  and  nortn  of  Red 
'ifer,  in  Louisiana. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  separate  Surveyor  General's  dis- 
trict in  the  State  or  Louisiana. 

RaUved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reducing  the  price  of  all  public  lands,  situated 
in  the  prairies  of  Louisiana,  at  a  certain  distance, 
to  he  fixed,  from  wood  and  timber,  so  as  to  enable 
^  United  States  to  dispose  of  the  same. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

Mr.  Cook  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Rfsokedt  Thai  so  mach  of  the  several  acu  of  Con- 
fctt,  puaed  for  the  adminsion  of  Indians,  Ulinoii, 
uid  Miitottri  into  the  Union,  as  ssts  apart  a  portion 
of  the  money,  arisiDg  from  the  sale  of  the  pobUe  lands 
u  thoie  States,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  roads 
*nd  caoalt  leading  to  those  Sutes  respectively,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  ScoTT,  of  Missouri,  expressed  a  wish  to 
snow  what  was  the  precise  object  of  the  mover  of 
this  resolution. 

^<  Cook  explained ;  that,  by  the  several  acts 


for  the  admission  into  the  Union  of  the  States 
ferred  to  in  the  resolution,  three  per  cent,  of  the 
net  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public 
lands  was  set  apart  for  the  construction  of  roads 
leading  to  those  States.  The  object  I  have  in 
view,  therefore,  said  he,  is  to  avail  ourselves  of 
the  fund  thus  constituted.  At  the  last  session,  the 
subject  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  seven  mem- 
bers, and  six  of  the  committee  agreed  to  report  a 
bill  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Ran  KIM  suggested  the  propriety  of  refer- 
ring this  subject  to  the  committee  whicn  had  just 
been  constituted,  on  the  subject  of  roads  and 
canals,  the  object  of  the  resolve  seeming  to  come 
more  within  the  province  of  that  committee. 

Mr.  Cook  said  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals, 
ill  general,  was  one  which  usually  produced  much 
discussion  in  this  House ;  it  was  one  respecting 
which  there  existed  always  doubtless  an  honest 
difference  of  opinion.  Tne  resolution  now  be- 
fore the  House  b^  no  means  involved  that  ques- 
tion, its  object  beinff  to  bring  into  activity  a  fund 
set  apart  and  specifically  pledged  for  the  purposes 
contemplated  oy  the  resolution.  He  would  not, 
therefore,  throw  it  before  a  committee  which  was 
likely  to  have  before  it  a  vast  deal  of  business 
from  the  older  States,  where  it  might,  to  use  a 
common  phrase,  be  overlaid  by  more  ponderous 
subiects. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
as  originally  moved,  and  agreed  to  \  and  Messrs. 
Cook,  Scott,  Jennings,  Martindale.  Brent. 
CusHMAN,  and  Collins,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  offered  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Owen,  in 
relation  to  extending  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  into  certain  States.  The  question  be- 
ing on  the  amendment,  (which  extended  the  pro- 
position from  Alabama  to  all  the  States  where  no 
circuits  are  now  held, )  it  passed  in  the  affirmative ; 
and,  thus  amended,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to, 
and  then  the  House  adjourned. 


WEUNEsnAT,  December  10. 

Mr.  Farrellt  presented  the  memorial  of  Jared 
Shattuck,  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
to  be  allowed  and  paid  the  interest  on  tne  whole 
of  a  sum  of  money,  awarded  him  by  a  decree  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States ;  interest 
having  been  allowed  on  a  part  ovXj  of  said  sum, 
by  the  Treasury  Department.— Referred  to  Com* 
mittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Long  presented  a  memorial  adopted  at  a 
yearly  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  held  at 
riew  Garden,  m  Guilford  County,  North  Carolina, 
on  the  6th  of  November,  1823,  representing  that 
they  hold  the  marriage  covenant  the  highest  civil 
engagement  amongst  men ;  that  it  ought  to  be  held 
sacrra  and  inviolable;  notwithstanding  which, 
the  masters  of  slaves  are  tolerated,  by  the  laws  of 
the  land,  in  breaking  this  most  solemn  contract, 
by  separating  husbands  and  wive^ ;  and  praying 
Congress  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  best 
calculated  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  slaves 
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within  its  jurisdiction,  at  least,  within  the  District 
of  Columbia;  which  memorial  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  petition  of  the  ad- 
ministrators on  the  estate  of  John  H.  Piatt,  late 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  deceased,  presented  on  the 
3lst  December,  1822,  together  with  the  report  of 
the  select  committee,  made  thereon,  on  the  3d  of 
March  last,  was  referred  to  a  select  committee ; 
and  Messrs.  Ross,  Mallart,  Jenkins,  Long- 
fellow, McCoY^  Vinton,  and  Foote,  of  New 
York,  were  appomted  the  committee. 

Mr.  Conway  pt'esented  a  memorial  of  the  Gren- 
eral  Assembly  ot  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  pray- 
ing that  provision  may  be  made  for  opening  a 
puuic  road  from  the  town  of  Memphis,  or  Lower 
Chickasaw  Bluffs,  on  the  Mississippi,  to  Little 
Rock,  the  seat  of  government  in  said  Territory ; 
which  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States^  in 
relation  to  the  accounts  of  Governor  Tompkins, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  appropria- 
ting 935,190  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  D.  Tomp- 
kins ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  at  Mobile 
(to  the  fourth  Mondays  of  April  and  November ;) 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  viz : 

Reaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  8utea 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  all  such 

garts  of  the  correspondence  with  the  Government  of 
pain,  touching  the  Florida  treaty,  to  the  period  of  its 
final  ratification,  which  have  not  yet  been  communi- 
cated, and  which,  in  his  opinion,  it  may  not  be  incon- 
■iatent  with  the  public  interest  to  communicate. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  one  day,  un- 
der the  rule. 
Mr.  Storrs  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Jiuoked,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement,  exhibitiDg 
the  amount  of  postage  received  during  the  Tear  1828, 
at  each  poet  ofilce  in  the  United  States,  and  the  Ter- 
ritories thereof. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day,  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Call,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  fortifying  the  harbor  of  Pensa- 
cola. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  in- 
to the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
distribution  of  arms  to  the  militia  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  in  a  proportion  corresponding 
with  the  number  of  effective  militia  in  said  district ; 
and  for  the  designation  of  a  proper  officer  to  re- 
ceive the  same. 


Mr.  Gazlay  submitted  the  following  resoiutioD, 
viz: 

Reiolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  the  amount  of  defalcttions  in 
his  department,  which  occurred  previous  to  Joly,  1823, 
and  which  were  not  sued  for  as  directed  by  the  i9\h 
section  of  the  act  regulating  the  Poet  Office  Esttbtith- 
ment,  designating  the  years  when  eadi  occurred,  lod 
not  to  extend  beyond  sixteen  years. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day,  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCall,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  opening  a  road  in  the  most  di- 
rect  and  practicable  route  from  Pensacola  to  Sl 
Augustine ;  and  further,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  opening  a  roaa  from  St.  Mark's  to  Cape 
Sable,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  resuming  the  prosecution  of  the 
work  on  Dauphin  Island,  for  tne  defence  of  tiie 
bay  and  harbor  of  Mobile ;  and  further,  to  inquire 
whether  the  plan  now  pursued  by  GoverDmeDt 
in  prosecuting  the  work  on  Mobile  Point  is  the 
most  practicable  for  the  interest  of  the  Gorera- 
ment,  and  the  speedy  completion  of  the  work. 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  the  following,  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  one  day  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  8utei 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  Hooie  copiM  of 
such  parts  of  the  correspondence  of  the  late  Minister 
of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  France,  with  the 
French  GoTernmeut,  and  such  parts  of  the  correspon- 
dence of  said  Minister  with  the  Secretary  of  State, 
relative  to  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  for 
spoliations  upon  our  lawful  commerce,  as,  in  the  opin* 
ion  of  the  President,  may  not  be  inconsistent  with  the 
public  interest 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanoefeb,  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  appropriation  foe 
the  opening  of  a  canal  between  the  narigable 
water  of  the  Tennessee  and  Coosa  rivers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  wbethei 
any.  and  if  any,  what,  alterations  are  necessary 
in  the  existinsr  laws  establishing  rules  of  natarali* 
zation ;  and  also,  into  the  expediency  of  fornishinff 
copies  of  those  laws  to  the  courts  of  the  sereral 
States  authorized  to  naturalize  aliens,  so  as  to  se* 
cure  to  persons  desirous  of  naturalization  the 
benefit  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  rerising  and  amending  the  sere- 
ral  acts  of  Congress,  allowing  salaries  to  the  dis- 
trict judges  of  the  United  States,  as  to  equalize 
as  nearly  as  practicable,  the  compensation  to  be 
received  by  said  judges. 

LAND  TITLES  IN  LOUISIANA. 
The  resolutions  ^r^sterday  offered  by  Mr.  Bbe5T, 
for  obtaining  certain  Information  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  which  were  ordered  io 
lie  one  day  for  consideration,  were  now  taken  o^ 
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Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama,  offered  as  an  amend- 
ment, an  additional  resolution,  requiring  informa- 
tion respecting  other  land  offices,  which,  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Webster,  he  afterwards  with- 
drew. 

Mr.  Wrioht,  of  Ohio,  expressed  his  doubts 
whether  the  interrention  of  the  House  was  re- 
quisite in  order  to  obtain  the  information  desired, 
aod,  if  not,  he  was  opposed  to  it  on  principle. 

Mr.  Brent  explained  the  objects  he  had  m  view 
in  making  this  call,  as  the  documents  in  question 
were  indispensable  to  enable  the  House  to  act  un- 
derstandiogly  on  several  questions  which  will  ne- 
cessarily come  before  them  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  feelmg  confident  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  already  reported 
on  some  of  the  subjects,  at  least,  embraced  in  these 
resolations,  offered  as  an  amendment  to  them, 
these  words,  "  which  has  not  yet  been  reported  to 
this  House." 

Mr.  Rankin  sui)ported  the  amendment. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment,  it 
was  adopted.  The  question  then  recurring  on  the 
resolution  as  amended, 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Ohio,  observed  that  he  was  by 
no  means  satisfied  that  this  was  the  proper  mode 
of  obtaining  the  information.  He  doubtea  whether 
it  was  right  for  this  House  to  apply  to  the  heads 
of  Departments  at  all ;  and  rather  thought  the  ap- 
plication should  in  all  cases  be  made  directly  to 
the£xecati?e.  He  therefore  moved  to  amend  the 
resolations  by  substituting  the  words  "  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  requested,"  instead  of 
"the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed." 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Brent, 
who  assured  the  honorable  gentleman  that  he  had 
no  impure  or  improper  motives  in  wishing  to  call 
directly  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the 
information  he  wanted.  He  believed  he  was  pur- 
suing the  course  which  had  usually  been  followed. 
What  would  be  the  consequence  of  adopting  the 
principle  proposed  in  the  amendment?  Must  this 
House  call  on  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  e?ery  paper  they  may  chance  to  want? 

Mr.  Li  VERM  ore  was  opposed  to  innovations,  and 
to  taking  a  circuitous  mode  of  getting  what  might 
as  well  be  obtained  by  a  direct  course.  If  the 
House  should  adopt  the  principle,  and,  as  the  gen- 
tleman had  proposed,  call  on  the  President  for  aU 
papers  of  this  kind,  all  that  the  President  could  do, 
would  be  to  call  on  the  Heads  of  Department ;  and 
vby  not  go  to  them  in  the  first  instance?  It  had 
teen  urged,  as  one  reason  against  applying  to  these 
officers,  that  the  calls  upon  them  were  ^coming 
very  numerous ;  but  if  this  was  a  good  reason  in 
behalf  of  the  Heads  of  Department,  what  must  be 
stid  in  the  case  of  the  President,  when  all  these 
calls  were  accumulated  upon  him?  The  House 
should  consider  the  high  and  dignified  relations 
nnder  which  the  President  is  placed ;  and  not  ap- 
^Y  ui  person  to  him  for  details  which  might,  and 
nrnst,  eventually,  be  obtained  from  his  Secretaries. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  rejected,  and  the 
resolution,  as  first  amended,  was  adopted. 

And  on  motion  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
nwrrow. 


K 


Thursday,  December  11. 

Mr.  Tyson  presented  a  memorial  of  James  L* 
Bell,  and  others,  composing  the  Mississippi  Laid 
Company  of  New  York,  setting^  forth,  that,  at  vcrv 
great  eipense,  they  have  acquired  tne  title  to  au 
that  tract  of  land  situated  in  the  Northwestern 
Territory,  commonly  called  "Carver's  Grant ;"• 
lyine  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  at- 
tne  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony,  and  praying  that  their 
title  to  said  land  may  be  confirmed ;  which  me- 
morial was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  a  memorial  of  sundiw 
inhabitants  of  the  city  and  cotmty  of  PhikdeK 
phia,  praying  for  a  revision  of  the  tarifi"  of  duties* 
on  imports,  so  as  to  afibrd  further  protection  to  do^ 
mestic  manufactures ;  which  memorial  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Isacks,  the  petition  of  Tho- 
mas Carr,  presented  on  the  18th  of  January,  181^ 
together  with  all  the  papers  on  file  in  the  omce  of 
this  House,  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  State  of  Georgia  to 
examine  and  survey  the  lands  in  the  Big  Bend  of 
Tennessee  river,  or  their  representatives,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Scott  presented  a  petition  of  John  Biddle, 
raying  that  the  election  and  return  of  Grabriel 

ichard,  as  the  delegate,  in  this  House,  for  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  may  be  set  aside  and  his 
seat  vacated,  on  the  j^round  that  said  Richard  was 
not,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  nor  is  he  yet,  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  had  not  re- 
sided one  year  in  said  Territory,  in  the  character 
of  a  citizen,  previous  to  the  election ;  which  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

The  Speaker  presented  sundry  documents  in 
relation  to  the  contested  election  of  Isaac  Wil- 
son, as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  by  Parmenio  Auahs  ;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  State  of  New  York,  enclosing 
the  certificate  of  the  election  of  William  Woods^ 
as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  said  State ;  which 
was  also  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Charles  M.  Collier,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of 
Edward  W.  Lewis,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  William  H.  Jones,  accompanied  with  a  spe- 
cimen of  a  new  universal  Atlas,  corrected  down 
to  the  present  time,  executed  by  F.  Lucas,  of  Bal- 
timore ;  which  letter  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr. 
McLane,  of  Delaware,  was  taken  up,  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  resolution   submitted   yesterday,  by  Mr. 
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Storrs,  calliog  on  the  Postmaster  General  for 
certain  information,  was  taken  up,  read,  and 
jigreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Carter  ofiered  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Wajs  and  Means 
S>e  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing the  duties  at  present  imposed  on  books,  charts, 
maps,  and  mathematical  and  philosophical  instra- 
ments,  imported  into  the  United  States  for  individual 
use. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
this  resolution,  without  debate,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative  by  a  larse  majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKean,  the  bill  to  alter  the 
judicial  districts  of  Pennsylvania,  reported  to  this 
House  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1822,  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  but  never  acted  upon, 
together  with  the  petitions  on  which  it  was  founded, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Breck,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  an  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Kidder,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  imposing  a  specific  duty  on  potatoes, 
imported  from  Nova  Scotia,  Ireland,  and  any  other 
foreign  country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Richards,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expeaiency  of  constructing  some 
works  of  defence  at  some  suitable  point  near  the 
line  dividing  the  United  States  from  Canada,  on 
the  margin  of  Lake  Champlain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garrison,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diencv  of  erecting  a  beacon-light  near  the  extrem- 
ity 01  Cape  Henlopen.  And  also  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  be  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  erecting  a  permanent  light- 
house on  the  lower  end  of  the  Brandy  wine  Shoal, 
in  the  Bay  of  Delaware. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  altering  the  times  of  holding 
the  circuit  court  within  the  sixth  circuit  of  South 
Carolina  district ;  that  they  be,  likewise,  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  extending  the  pro- 
Tisions  of  an  act  or  Congress,  approved  the  2d  of 
March,  1809,  entitled  <<  An  act  to  amend  the  judi- 
cial system  of  the  United  States,"  to  meet  the  exi- 
gency resulting  from  the  death  of  a  district  judge. 
as  well  as  that  which  arises  from  his  occasional 
disability. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wriobt,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  times  of  holding  the 
circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States  in 
the  circuit  and  district  of  Ohio. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  '^  An  act  to  alter  the 

times  of  holding  the  district  court  at  Mobile,  in 

the  district  of  Alabama,"  was  read  the  third  time, 

and  passed. 

Mr.  Breck  submitted  the  following : 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  be 


instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providiog 
by  law  against  counterfeiting  such  marks  or  names  as 
the  manufacturer  of  any  kind  of  ware  may  see  proper 
to  write  or  stamp  thereon. 

In  support  of  this  resolution  Mr.  Bbeck  observ- 
ed, that,  when  Mr.  Jefferson  was  Secreury  of 
State,  application  had  been  made  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  a  person  who  was  desirous  of  obtaining 
the  exclusive  right  to  the  use  of  a  certain  mark, 
which  was  to  be  put  upon  goods  manufactured  by 
him.  The  application  was  referred  to  Mr.  J.,  who 
made  a  report  thereon,  a  certified  copy  of  which  re- 
port he  now  held  in  his  hand,  and  which  he  wished 
might  go  to  the  Committee  to  whom  the  resoh- 
tion  should  be  referred.  The  report  recommended 
that  it  should  be  declared  penal  to  couDterfeit  the 
mark  of  the  place  where  a  particular  article  was 
manufactured. 

The  resolution,  together  with  the  copy  of  the 
report  alluded  to,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Jiidiciary. 

POST  OrFICE  DEFALCATIONS. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Gazlat,  of  Ohio, 
was  then  taken  up  in  the  following  words : 

'<  Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  the  amount  of  defiUeatlmis  in 
his  Department,  which  occurred  previous  to  July,  1823, 
and  which  were  not  sued  for,  as  directed  by  the  S9th 
section  of  the  act  regulating  the  Poet  Office  Establish- 
ment, designating  the  years  when  each  occarrcd,  and 
not  to  extend  beyond  sixteen  years. 

The  resolution  being  under  consideration — 
Mr.  Gazlat  rose  and  said,  that,  by  a  reference 
to  the  act  of  Congress  of  1792,  regulating  the 
Post  Office  Department,  it  appeared  that  ul  the 
postmasters  of  the  United  States  were  directed  to 
settle  their  several  accounts  with  the  General  Post 
Office  every  quarter ;  and,  if  they  neglected  to  do 
sOj  the  Postmaster  General  was  required   to  sue 
within  three  months.    In  1810,  the  act  was  so  al- 
tered as  to  extend  the  period  within  which  the 
Postmaster  GKeneral  must  sue,  from  three  months 
to  six.    Under  such  a  regulation,  exoressly  pro- 
vided by  the  law,  it  was  not  to  have  been  antici- 
pated that  so  much  defalcation  should  occur  as  the 
amount  stated  in  the  President's  Message.     From 
reports  laid  before  this  House  by  the  late  Post- 
master General,  it  appeared  that,  in  1814,  there 
was  a  balance  due  the  Department,  from  post- 
masters, of  upwards  of  $200,000.     In  1822,  this 
amount  had  mcreased  to  9^00,000;  and  it  now 
stood,  as  appeared  by  the  President's  Message,  at 
upwards  or  $300,000.    The  object  of  the  resola- 
tion  he  had  just  offered,  was  to  possess  this  House 
of  the  true  state  of  these  defalcations,  in  those  par- 
ticulars of  which  it  was  at  present  unadvised. 

Mr.  Storrs  said,  that,  as  he  understood  the 
fact,  it  was  required,  br  a  certain  act  of  Congress, 
that  the  amount  ot  the  deficiency  of  any  post- 
master retained  in  office,  should,  alter  the  lapse  of 
a  certain  time,  be  charged  to  the  Postmaster  GKen- 
eral. To  ascertain  whether  that  part  of  the  lav 
had  been  complied  with  or  not,  Mr.  S.  moved  to 
add  the  following  words,  by  way  of  amendment 
to  the  resolution :  '^  and  the  amount  of  any  such 
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delioqueocies  as  maj  have  been  charged  againit 
the  Postmaster  Ckneral  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Gazlay  accepted  this  modification  as  a 
rart  of  his  motion ;  and,  thus  modified,  the  reso- 
lotion  was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

DECISIONS  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT. 

Mr.  Tbimblb,  in  offering  to  the  House  the  fol- 
lowiog  resolution,  said  it  was  well  known  that 
the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  sometimes  are  not  published  until  twelve  or 
fifteen  months  after  their  rendition.  He  did  not 
complain  of  this  under  the  present  svstem ;  but  his 
object  was  to  insure  an  earlier  publication  of  the 
reports.  He  thought  that  those  who  are  interested 
in  the  principles  decided  should  not  be  left  so  long 
ignorant  of  what  those  decisions  were.  To  rem- 
Af  this  defect,  he  proposed  the  following : 

Raobfed^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
iBstrQcted  to  iaqaire  whether  any,  and  what,  provision 
ooght  to  be  made  by  law,  to  inkure  a  more  speedy  pub« 
liutioD  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Coart  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Pldmer,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  he  could 
haVe  no  possible  objection  to  the  inquiry,  but  the 
fact  is,  that  the  existing  law  allows  nine  months 
for  the  completion  of  the  publication,  and  that  the 
time  taken  for  that  work  had  never,  he  believed, 
exceeded  ni  months. 

Mr.  TfiiMfiLB  said  he  was  sure  that  the  gentle- 
man could  have  no  objection  to  the  inquiry.  He 
thought  it  pretty  obvious  that  those  decisions 
might  be  published  in  two  weeks,  or.  at  all  events, 
in  three  weeks.  Now,  I  think,  said  Mr.  T.,  that 
the  people  are  eatitled  to  know  what  the  Consti- 
tution IS  when  a  construction  is  given  to  it.  At 
all  events,  the  subject  was  worth  inquiring  into. 
He  was  sure  that  the  inquiry  could  do  no  harm. 
He  did  not  bdieve  it  was  necessary  to  wait  nine 
months  for  the  reports,  with  no  other  view  but  to 
make  it  a  profitable  business  to  the  reporter. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to,  without 
opposition. 

ACCOUNTS  or  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  appropriating  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins. 

The  bill  haying  been  read — 

Mr.  Cocke  rose,  and  moved  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  of  the  bill.  He  made  this  motion 
becaase  the  House  were  told,  as  the  ground  on 
which  the  act  of  the  last  session  was  passed,  that 
there  was  a  balance  reported  against  the  Vice 
President ;  that  his  services  had  been  ^reat ;  and 
that  his  situation  was  then  such  that  it  was  not 
possible  for  him  to  pay  the  amount  claimed  of 
him.  I  was  astonished  (said  Mr.  C.)  when  I  saw 
the  report  published,  that  a  large  balance  was  due 
bf  him  to  the  Qovemment,  knowing  it  to  have 
^  admitted  at  the  last  session  that  there  was 
no  balance  due  to  him.  A  similar  case  was 
brought  before  this  House  some  years  ago  in  the 
case  of  John  H.  Piatt.  We  were  told  that  he  had 
Radered  essential  services  to  the  Government; 


that  he  was  insolvent,  and  that  nothing  could  be 
got  from  him.  In  the  same  manner,  after  a  law 
bad  passed  in  his  favor,  there  was  a  renort  that 
there  was  a  large  sum  of  money  due  to  tnis  indi- 
vidual ;  but  the  House  refused  to  appropriate  it. 
And,  Mr.  C.  said,  before  he  could  vote  for  this 
bill,  he  must  be  c6nvinced  that  the  money  was 
really  due  to  Mr.  Tompkins.  He  should  like  to 
know,  he  said,  upon  what  vouchers  a  report  of 
this  sort  had  been  made.  We  are  told,  by  the 
President's  Message,  moreover,  that  this  is  not 
all  the  money  that  will  be  claimed  in  this  case ; 
and  pass  this  bill,  said  Mr.  C,  and  probably,  be- 
fore the  Christmas  holidays,  we  shall  have  an- 
other call  upon  us  to  appropriate,  I  am  told,  up- 
wards of  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  same 
purpose.  It  does  seem  strange  to  me,  that  those 
who  are  intrusted  only  with  the  disbursement  of 
public  money  should  expend  their  own  funds  to 
the  large  amount  of  a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  It  is  not  usual  for  them 
to  do  so.  And  when  we  see  a  claim  of  this  sort, 
which  has  Iain  dormant  for  a  number  of  years, 
brought  forward  after  all  the  circumstances  of  it 
are  forgotten,  we  should  have  some  proof  exhib- 
ited to  this  House  in  support  of  it  before  we  put 
our  hand  into'  the  public  purse  and  take  out  the 
money  of  the  people  to  pay  it.  I  make  these  ob- 
jections to  ascertain  whether  the  House  will,  with- 
out further  information,  vote  away  this  sum  of 
money,  especially  when  they  know  that  a  much 
larger  sum  of  money  will  be  hereafter  demanded 
of  them  on  the  same  plea  as  this. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said,  he  had  not  anticipated, 
after  the  documentary  evidence  which  had  been 
laid  upon  the  table,  that  any  gentleman,  who  had 
been  a  member  of  the  last  Congress,  could  have 
raised  an  objection  to  this  bill,  lie,  however^  at* 
tributed  the  opposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  to  one  of  the  best  motives  which  could 
find  a  place  in  the  bosom  of  any  legislator — to  a 
sense  of  the  duty  of  examining  with  vigilance  the 
merits  of  everv  appropriation  which  comes  before 
him.  At  the  last  session,  said  Mr.  C,  we  passed 
a  law  directing  the  accountinff  officer  of  the  Trea* 
sury  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  Vice  President,, 
upon  the  princinles  of  justice  and  equity.  They 
have  discnargeu  this  duty ;  and  I  will  advert  to 
the  circumstance,  that  the  accounts  have  passed 
under  the  scrutiny  of  the  best  accounting  officer 
of  the  Qovernment — I  mean  Mr.  Hasner,  whose 
assiduity  and  severe  justice  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  understands  as  well  as  I  do.  In  refer- 
ence to  the  case  of  Mr.  Piatt,  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  had  adverted.  Mr.  C.  said 
he  had  supposed  that  with  his  well  known  saga- 
city, the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  would  have 
been  able  to  discern  the  distinction  between  the 
present  case  and  that  of  Mr.  Piatt,  and  explain  to 
nim  the  ground  of  the  objection  to  making  an 
appropriation  in  the  latter  case.  In  that  case,  Mr. 
Cutts,  the  Comptroller,  awarded  a  balance  of 
960,000  in  favor  of  Mr.  Piatt,  and  Mr.  Hagner  a 
balance  of  $40,000  against  him.  Thus,  when  the 
House  was  called  upon  to  appropriate  money  for 
the  payment  of  the  claim,  it  declmed  doing  it  be- 
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cause  of  the  want  of  harmony  between  the  d^i- 
sions  of  the  two  accounting  officers.  But,  in  the 
present  case,  there  is  no  want  of  harmony ;  the 
amount  in  this  case  is  clearly  due  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  the  decision  of  all  branches  of  the 
GoYemment.  We  have  knowledge  that  the  jury, 
which  attentively  examined  this  case,  awarded  to 
Mr.  Tompkins  a  much  larger  sum.  The  award 
of  the  Third  Auditor  has  fallen  far  short  of  the 
amount  claimed,  and  the  President,  approving 
the  award  as  far  as  it  goes,  reserved  nis  decision 
as  to  the  remainder.  When  that  decision,  which 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  looked  forward  to 
with  so  much  alarm,  should  be  made,  Mr.  C.  said 
he  should  be  ready  to  meet  the  gentleman  on  any 
ground.  I  might,  said  he,  attempt  to  attract  the 
sympathy  of  this  House  on  this  occasion ;  but  I 
will  not  do  it.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  speak  of 
the  distinjruished  services  of  Mr.  Tompkins  when 
the  occasion  comes,  as  I  presume  it  will/  for  dis- 
cussing the  propriety  of  allowing  a  further  amount. 
We  are  now,  howeven  called  upon  to  act  clearly 
within  the  principle  of  the  law  of  the  last  session, 
the  amount  asked  being  a  balance  actually  re- 
ported, by  the  accounting  officers,  to.  be  due  to 
the  Vice  rresident. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  rose  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  a  few  of  the  facts  of  this 
case.  The  opposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee was  not  a  matter  of  surprise,  when  the 
House  considered  the  ground  of  it.  But  how  was 
the  fact  7  This  was  not  the  case  of  an  individ- 
ual, asking  of  the  House  a  gratuity  or  unauthor- 
ized allowance,  but  asking  of  them  to  do  what 
the  Congress  was  already  pledged  to  do.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  it  was  at  least  to  be  ex- 
pected that  the  friends  of  the  bill  should  not  be 
met  by  general  surmises  as  to  the  state  of  the 
accounts  of  the  person  in  question.  The  services 
of  the  individual,  whose  claim  was  now  under 
consideration,  could  not  be  unknown  to  any  gen- 
tleman here.  We  all  know  his  services,  said  Mr. 
McL.,  which,  at  a  very  dark  and  gloomv  period, 
were  exceedingly  patriotic,  important  to  nis  coun- 
try, and  disinterested.  We  all  know  that,  at  a 
moment  when  others  were  husbanding  their  funds, 
or  dealing  them  out  with  a  very  scanty  hand,  this 
man  risked  every  thing  for  the  public  cause,  and 
staked  his  private  fortune  in  its  support.  It  is  to 
services  thus  rendered,  that  his  present  embarrass- 
ments may  be  traced.  In  consequence  of  them, 
he  now  calls  on  his  country,  not  for  charity,  but 
for  justice.  It  is  known  to  everybody  that  these 
accounts  of  his  have  remained  suspended  for  a 
number  of  years ;  that  the  amount  of  his  claim 
was  much  larger  than  in  these  years  the  Govern- 
ment was  at  any  time  willing  to  allow.  The 
Government  assumed  one  principle  as  the  basis  of 
settlement — he,  another.  According  to  his  state- 
ment of  his  case,  a  much  larger  credit  was  due 
than  the  Government  was  willing  to  give  to  him. 
On  suit  being  commenced  by  the  United  States, 
for  the  balance  alleged  to  be  due  by  him,  a  jury 
of  his  country  awarded  a  balance  of  account  in 
his  favor,  to  the  amount  of  $139,000.  Under  these 
circunutances,  he  comes  to  Congress.    They  take 


his  case  into  consideration,  and  what  do  they  do? 
They  provided  for  his  relief,  by  the  act  of  the  last 
session,  in  the  following  words : 

"Reaolvedf  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepramta- 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congrm 
assemoledf  That  the  proper  accountijig  offioen  of  (be 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorixed  to  tdjuft 
and  settle  the  accounts  and  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tom^ 
kins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  on  piio* 
dples  of  equity  and  justice,  subject  to  the  retision  lod 
final  decision  of  the  President  of  the  United  States." 

Congress  then  referred  the  adjustment  of  hb 
accounts  to  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  and  im- 
posed a  further  check  on  them  by  caUing  io  the 
ultimate  decision  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  They  authorized  the  settlement  of  his 
accounts,  upon  the  principles  of  equity  and  jus- 
tice. We  are  not  here  to  examine  what  were  the 
motives  of  every  individual,  who  voted  in  favor 
of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  but  we  are  to  take 
the  law  as  it  is.  But,  for  one,  said  Mr.  McLiift, 
lam  free  to  say  that,  if  the  gentleman  limited  his 
views  of  equity  and  justice  to  the  affair  of  profit 
and  loss — to  the  matter  of  balancing  the  accoont, 
his  views  were  not  the  same  as  mine.  Would 
the  honorable  gentleman  say,  whilst,  on  the  oDe 
hand,  he  would  allow  the  account  to  be  balanced, 
he  would  not,  on  the  other,  pay  any  balancewhich 
might  appear  to  be  justly  due  to  this  individual? 
That,  if  he  should  appear  to  be  indebted  to  the 
United  States^  we  should  pursue  him,  made  jKXir 
in  public  service,  with  the  hard  hand  of  strict  jus- 
tice ;  but  that,  if  the  United  States  were  found 
indebted  to  him,  they  should,  with  their  abundant 
Treasury,  not  pay  to  him  what  is  justly  due'?  Con- 
gress coald  have  had  no  other  intention  in  the 
law  of  the  last  session.  Mr.  McL.  said,  than  that, 
if  a  balance  should  oe  found  to  be  due  to  Mr. 
Tompkins,  it  should  be  paid  to  him.  Under  the 
authority  of  our  law,  these  accounts  have  been 
settled :  the  President  has  revised  the  settlement, 
and,  in  his  opinion,  a  larger  balance  is  due  than 
has  been  allowed  by  the  accounting  officers.  This 
bill  goes  no  further  than  to  give  the  sum  which  is 
certainly  due,  reserving  the  balance  of  the  ac- 
counts tor  further  investigation.  No  weight,  Mr. 
McL.  hoped,  would  be  ^iven  to  the  consideratioa 
thatj  hereafter,  more  might  be  found  to  be  due  to 
the  individual  concerned  than  was  now  proposed 
to  be  granted  to  him.  For  myself,  said  be,  I  Bm 
free  to  declare  that,  if  the  accounting  officer,  nn- 
der  the  direction  of  the  President,  should  find  an 
amount  due  to  him  equal  to  the  amount  of  the 
verdict  of  the  New  York  jury,  I,  for  one,  would 
freely  vote  it  to  him. 

Mr.  LivERMORfi,  of  New  Hampshire,  obscrrmg 
that  the  gentleman  last  up  had  quoted  only  a  P^^' 
of  the  law  of  last  session  on  the  subject  nowj)*" 
fore  the  House,  called  for  the  reading  of  the  whole 
act. 

The  act  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Cocke,  in  reply  to  McLane^  said  that  the 
argument  to  which  the  attention  of^the  House  had 
been  called,  did  honor  to  the  gentleman  from  Del- 
aware ;  yet  he  could  not  but  think  that  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  had  been  actuated  more  by  bis 
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feelings  OD  this  subject  than  by  the  deliberate  eon- 
rictioDs  of  his  understanding.  He  had  com- 
menced bis  speech  bj  stating  the  many  illustrious 
serrices  performed  by  the  individual  whose  relief 
is  the  object  of  the  bill  before  the  House.  He  was 
willing  to  admit  those  services  in  their  fullest  ex- 
tent. But  the  gentleman,  while  detailing  the 
meritorious  services  of  Mr.  Tompkins  during  the 
late  war,  had  neglected  to  inform  this  Hoose  that, 
while  thus  engaged,  he  was  at  the  same  time  re- 
ceiving the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  Major  Gen- 
eral. He  had.  indeed,  performed  services ;  but  he 
had  been  fully  rewarded.  But,  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  had  told  the  House  that  the  indi- 
vidual in  question  had  given  up  his  all  for  his 
coontry's  service,  and  that  his  present  distressed 
situation  was  the  direct  effect  of  such  sacrifice. 
What  evidence  was  there  of  this  ?  He  had  never 
seen  any  proof  of  it.  Besides,  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  he  had  unsettled  accounts,  also,  with 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  that  that  State  had 
contributed  largely  for  his  relief.  He  had  always 
understood  that  the  object  of  the  aid  solicited 
from  Congress  was,  to  relieve  that  gentleman 
from  the  pressure  of  a  heavy  demand  against  him 
by  the  United  States,  and  which  he  was  not  in 
circumstances  to  settle.  The  latter  part  of  the  act 
which  had  been  read,  did  not,  he  conceived,  ap- 
ply to  the  question  before  the  House.  He  had, 
himself,  no  objections  to  relieve  the  Vice  Presi^ 
dent,  in  consideration  of  his  services,  from  de- 
mands which  he  was  unable  to  meet.  But,  in- 
stead of  this,  we  are  now  told  that  he  is  a  creditor, 
and  that  to  the  amount  of  thirty  or  thirty-five 
thousand  dollars.  On  what  data  was  such  a  bal- 
ance found  in  his  favor?  True  it  was,  that  the 
President  had  sanctioned  it.  and  even  gone  far 
beyond  it;  but  he  had,  at  least  in  his  opinion, 
taken  matters  into  view  which  did  not  properly 
come  before  hioa.  For  himself,  Mr.  C.  said,  be- 
fore he  consented  to  any  bill  appropriating  away 
the  public  money,  he  would  inquire  into  the 
grounds  of  th«  grant — ^he  would  not  take  for 
granted  the  statement  of  any  one.  As  to  his  no- 
tions of  equity,  they  extended  much  farther  than 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware  seemed  to  suppose 
—but,  because  we  have  now  a  little  in  the  Treas- 
wy,  shall  we  squander  it?  Shall  we  lavish  it  on 
every  man  that  mav  choose  to  come  and  say.  Oh! 

¥ve  me  some  of  it?  For  his  part,  he  would  not. 
he  gentleman  had  alluded  to  his  severity  of 
^tiny,  and  complimented  him  on  his  vigilance 
io  guarding  the  public  money.  I  hope,  said  Mr. 
C^  that  that  gentleman  woaid  be  as  guarded  in 
his  duty  as  he  supposes  I  would  be,  in  the  exami- 
^tioD  of  accoants. 

Mr.  Clay  (the  Speaker)  then  rose  and  said, 
^at,  to  him,  it  appeared  that  the  considerations 
urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  would 
bave  been  in  their  proper  place,  if  urged  at  the 
last  session,  but  were  certainly  out  of  place  at  this 
time,  when  we  are  called  upon,  not  to  investirate 
a  new  claim,  bat  to  redeem  the  pledged  faith  of 
the  public.  On  such  a  question,  it  was  entirely 
unnecessary  for  the  friends  of  the  Vice  President 
to  refer  to  the  public  services,  eminent  as  they  had 


been,  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  in  question. 
This  was  not  a  fit  occasion  to  introduce  them.  If 
the  claimant  were  the  meanest  and  the  most  ob- 
scure individual  in  society,  the  House  were  equally 
bound  to  pass  that  bill.  For,  what  was  it  ?  The 
accounts  to  which  it  refers  had  long  been  pressing 
on  the  public  for  liquidation ;  they  had  at  length 
been  broo^t  before  this  House;  and,  after  delilH 
erate  consideration,  an  act  is  passed  for  their  final 
settlement  The  accounts  were  quietly  examined 
and  liouidated  by  the  accounting  officer.  But^ 
mark  the  precaution  by  which  that  act  is  charac- 
terized !  Not  only  were  those  accounts  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  severe  scrutiny  of  the  most  rigid 
officer  of  this  Government — an  officer  whose 
scrupulous  accuracy  in  the  admission  of  accounts 
against  the  Qovernment  is  as  deservedly  approved 
as  it  is  universally  known ;  but,  after  they  had 
gone  through  the  crucible,  after  they  baa  been 
subjected  to  all  the  jealous  scrutiny  of  this  vigi- 
lant officer,  they  are  to  be  submitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent for  revisal.  The  President  revises  them,  and 
then  he  sends  to  this  House  a  Message,  in  which 
he  declares,  not  only  that  he  is  satisfied  that  this 
balance  is  justly  due.  but  that  much  more  is  due 
to  htm.  under  such  circumstances,  all  that  is 
now  asked  is,  that  we  shall  pay  so  much  as  has 
been  thus  ascertained  to  be  due.  It  is,  in  fact,  to 
do  nothing  more  than  supply  the  defect  of  the  act 
of  the  last  Congress,  in  which,  by  some  omissiony 
no  appropriation  had  been  made  to  meet  the  bal- 
ance, if,  according  to  the  provisions  of  that  act,  a 
balance  should  have  been  ascertained  to  be  due 
to  Mr.  Tompkins.  Now,  what  does  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  tell  us  ?  He  wishes  to  know 
the  ground  of  the  settlement.  He  wants,  in  short, 
to  settle  this  account  himself— to  see  the  basis  on 
which  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  proceeded  in 
coming  to  the  decision  which  they  have  laid  be- 
fore the  President.  This,  Mr.  C.  said,  might  have 
been  proper  when  the  subject  was  under  consider- 
ation at  the  last  session ;  bdt  Congress  had  com- 
mitted the  liquidation  of  these  accounts  to  another 
tribiual.  It  had  committed  it  to  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Oovernment.  gentlemen  whose 
characters  were  unimpeached,  and  on  whose  ae* 
curacy,  in  this  settlement  no  reflections  had  been 
cast.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  whose 
vigilance  over  the  Treasury  was  the  admiration 
ofthe  country  and  of  the  House,  should  have  re* 
served  the  remarks  with  which  he  had  favored 
the  House,  until  the  time  when  a  final  settlement 
of  the  demands  of  the  Vice  President  on  this  Qov* 
ernment  is  called  up  in  this  House ;  but  now,  when 
the  sum  reported  is  incontestable,  when  all  the 
guards  of  the  Treasury  unite  in  declaring  it  justly 
due,  when  all  that  is  asked  is  to  supply  a  den* 
ciency  in  the  law  of  the  last  session,  those  re<*> 
marksj  however  eloquent,  would,  he  trusted,  have 
no  weiffht. 

Mr.  LivERMORB  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
appropriation,  and  of  course  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed.  He  had  great  respect  for  the  in- 
dividual concerned — ^no  man  cherished  a  higher 
opinion  of  his  services ;  but  the  House  was  now 
called  upon  to  decide  a  great  question.    The  act 


823 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


824 


H.  OP  R. 


AceounU  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkint. 


Dbcbmbbh,  182a. 


of  the  last  session  empowered  the  officers  of  the 
Treasury  to  settle  this  account.  The  account 
was  not  settled— the  President's  Message  express- 
ly declares  it  remains  unsettled.  He  has  to  be 
sure  partially  examined  it,  but  that  is  all.  Mr. 
L.  said  he  was  willing  to  pay  as  much  respect  to 
Executive  recommendations  as  any  man.  but  he 
wanted  to  see  what  was  due.  To  use  a  familiar 
phrase,  he  did  not  like  entering-wedges.  Con- 
gress had  been  led  on  in  this  way  on  other  occa- 
sions. In  the  case  of  the  Cumberland  road,  for 
instance,  the  sum  asked  was  small  at  first,  but  it 

grew  larger  and  still  larger,  until,  at  length,  it 
ecame  intolerable ;  and  Uongress  would  vote  no 
more  for  it.  If  he  were  sure  the  appropriations 
for  the  Vice  President  were  to  end  here,  he  would 
▼ote  the  sum  at  once,  but  the  House  were  threat- 
ened with  a  claim  for  other  and  larser  amounts. 
The  settlement  had  been  delayed  at  the  request  of 
the  claimant  himself.  He  did  not  like  to  be  led 
on  blindfold,  and  wished  to  know  at  once  how  far 
he  was  to  go. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  that  he  believed  his  worthy 
friend  from  New  Hampshire  was  under  some  mis- 
take in  his  conception  of  this  subject.  In  ordi- 
nary cases  of  this  description,  a  fund  was  provided 
out  of  which  the  public  creditor,  if  his  demand 
was  just,  and  the  documents  in  proof  of  it  were 
regular  and  sufficient,  received  his  due  without 
further  difficultv.  But,  if  it  should  happjen  that 
his  vouchers,  though  substantially  evincinfi[  the 
justice  of  the  demand,  were  wanting  in  due  form, 
or  were  of  a  kind  not  admitted  in  settlement  by 
Treasury  rule,  then  an  application  to  Congress 
was  necessary,  and  Congress,  when  they  knew 
such  to  be  the  fact,  would  order  the  account  to  be 
settled  on  principles  of  equity  and  justice ;  that 
is,  as  he  understood  it,  without  excluding  valid 
evidence,  though  of  an  informal  or  irregular  sort. 
This  was  a  matter  of  every  day  occurrence.  The 
case  of  Mr.  Tompkins  was  one  of  this  descrip- 
tion ;  there  were  informal  vouchers  held  by  the 
claimant,  which  showed  him  to  be  justly  entitled 
to  what  he  claimed,  and  the  question  was  not, 
now,  whether  the  gentlemen  from  Tennessee 
and  New  Hampshire  were  to  audit  those  Vouch- 
ers 'j  they  had  afreadv  been  audited ;  but,  by  some 
omission^  for  which  ne  was  at  a  loss  to  account, 
there  was  no  appropriation  in  the  bill  to  meet  the 
result  of  such  settlement.  The  claim  had,  at  the 
last  session,  been  submitted  to  a  committee,  of 
which  he  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member,  and  he 
saw  gentlemen  near  him  who  had  been  his  com- 
panions in  the  same  service.  It  had  been  care- 
fully examined,  and  afterwards  by  law  submitted 
to  the  Treasury  officers.  Those  officers  have 
reported  that  this  balance  is  due.  Now,  I  pray 
you,  said  Mr.  T.,  when  the  account  has,  thus  far, 
oeen  settled,  why  is  it  not  to  be  paid  ?  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire  had  insisted  that 
nothing  should  be  paid  until  we  knew  the  whole 
that  we  had  to  pay.  But  what  would  he  say  to  a 
paymaster,  for  instance,  who  held  a  large  amount 
of  Government  money — acknowledged  himself  to 
hold  it — acknowledged  it  to  be  due — ^but  who, 
having  other  accounts  unsettled  at  the  Treasury, 


should  say  to  the  Grovemment,  I  owe  you  this 
balance,  clear  of  all  demands,  but  my  other  ac- 
count is  not  settled,  and  I  will  not  pay  a  dollar  of 
what  I  owe  you  until  I  know  all  that  I  must  pty 
on  the  final  settlement  ?  He  believed  the  gentle- 
man would  call  such  a  paymaster  a  dishonest 
man.  But  why  is  Grovemment  to  be  bound  by 
different  rules  in  paying  its  debts  from  those  whidi 
bind  an  honest  man  f  He  said  this  in  illustra- 
tion merely,  intending  no  reflection  on  the  purity 
of  the  motives  of  those  who  opposed  the  bill.  Oa 
the  subject  of  delav,  charged  upon  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident, Mr.  T.  said  ne  could  not  but  fed  something 
approaching  to  indignation  at  the  delay  which  hid 
already  taken  place.  So  far  was  Mr.  Tompkins 
from  seeking  such  delay,  that  he  had  claimed 
his  due,  he  would  not  say  from  day  to  day,  bm 
from  year  to  year.  His  proofs  had  be^i  submit- 
ted to  the  coamiittee.  Mr.  T.  had  personally  and 
attentively  examined  them,  and  averred  that  thev 
did  completely  establish  the  debt  he  claimed.  I 
will  not  go  into  details,  said  Mr.  T.,  but  I  do  say 
that  Danid  D.  Tompkins  never  woe  indeUed  to  tku 
Govemrnent;  and  I  say  so  after  a  full  examination 
of  the  subject.  He  could  not  go  further  into  the 
subject  without  expressing  more  feeling  than  was 
becoming  in  him,  or  perhaps  than  was  respectfal 
to  the  committee.  But  he  could  not  dose,  with- 
out repeating  the  declaration  of  his  entire  con- 
viction that  there  never  was  a  jnster  claim  pre- 
sented against  any  Grovemment.  He  believed  it 
as  much  as  he  bdieved  he  had  a  soul  to  be  saved; 
he  was  as  sure  of  it  as  that  he  was  now  address- 
ing the  committee.  The  payment  of  it  'was  doe 
to  the  claimant — ^it  was  due  to  the  American 
people — ^it  was  due  to  the  good  faith  and  the 
honor  and  honesty  of  the  Grovemment. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  rose  again,  and  said,  that  he 
was  sorry  to  intrude  a  second  time  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee ;  but,  he  understood  that 
the  gentleman  opposite  had  risen  for  the  purpose 
of  correcting  his  mistake,  and  he  had  listened 
very  attentivdy  through  his  doquent  speech  to 
hear  what  mistakes  he  had  corrected — he  could 
find  none.    But,  said  Mr.  L.,  that  gentleman  has 

greatly  mistaken  me,  if  he  thinks  I  do  not  as^ 
ighly  appreciate  Daniel  D.  Tompkins's  serrices 
as  himsdl,  or  as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor — 
but  Mr.  L.  still  insisted  that  it  was  time  enough 
to  pay  an  account,  when  the  account  had  been 
finally  settled.  As  to  the  delay  of  the  final  settle- 
ment, the  President  expressly  said  this  dday  ii^as 
at  the  request  of  the  daimant  himsdf.  [Here  he 
read  a  passage  from  the  President's  Message.] 
Who's  mistaken  now  ?  said  Mr.  L.,  as  he  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  said  he  did  not  rise 
to  ^0  into  the  merits  of  the  original  claim  of  the 
individual  whose  case  was  now  under  considefa* 
tion,  bdng  of  opinion  with  the  Speaker  that,  after 
its  principle  was  once  settled,  it  ou^ht  not  to  be  a 
second  and  third  time  discussed  in  this  Hoaae. 
The  same  objection  which  is  now  made  was 
made  at  the  last  session.  The  House,  with  its 
eyes  open,  and  with  a  perfect  conviction  of  the 
rectitude  of  the  claim,  passed  a  law  for  its  ad- 
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justment  The  usual  course,  in  such  cases,  is  to 
inclade'in  the  bill  a  proyision  for  the  payment  of 
what  may  be  due  to  the  claimant.  If  that  course 
had  been  pursued  this  year,  what  would  have 
been  the  result?  The  amount  due  would  have 
been  paid  b^  a  Treasury  warrant  the  moment  it 
was  ascertained.  Did  the  omission  of  such  a 
provision  bring  the  principle  of  the  act  of  last 
session  back  to  this  House  for  consideration? 
No!  the  right  of  the  individual  concerned  was 
complete  and  perfect  the  moment  the  President 
had  passed  upon  the  settlement  which  had  been 
made  by  the  accounting  officer.  It  was  a  vested 
right  beyond  the  power  of  this  House.  If  this 
was  not  the  case,  no  reliance  could  be  placed  upon 
the  plighted  faith  of  this  House  or  of  the  nation. 
Mr.  W.  made  some  further  remarks  in  reply  to 
Mr.  LivERMORB,  and  concluded  by  expressing  his 
hope  that  th^re  would  be  an  unanimous  vote  in 
favor  of  this  grant. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the 
negatire,  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  CocKE  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  declare  that  the 
amoant  now  appropriated  should  be  in/iiU  of  the 
claim  of  Mr.  Tompkins. 

The  amendment  was  also  negatived,  bv  a  de- 
cided majority ;  and  the  bill  was  orderea  to  be 
eo^rossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  TiVLOR  introduced  a  joint  resolution  for 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  Committee  on  the 
Library  of  Congress ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  And 
then  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  December  12. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  Hampshire, 
IcBiBOo  Bartlett,  appeared,  wrs  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  elected  the  Rev.  William 
Stadohton  a  Chaplain  to  Congress,  on  their 
part,  daring  the  present  session.  T ney  have  passed 
a  resolation  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
nuttee,  who  shall  have  the  direction  of  the  money 
appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  maps 
for  the  Library  of  Congress ;  also,  a  resolution  for 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  make 
such  distribution  of  the  rooms  of  the  centre  build- 
^Dg  of  the  Capitol,  as  the  business  and  conveni- 
foce  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  may  require ; 
iQ  which  resolutions  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  Owen  presented  a  petition  of  the  Mayor 
»jd  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Mobile^  in  the  State 
of  Alabama,  praying  for  a  grant  of  the  lots  be- 
oD^ng  to  the  United  States  lying  within  the 
hmiis  of  said  city. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
Jj^,  heretofore  |>resented  on  the  3d  February, 
1823.  upon  the  subject  of  fortifications  at  Mobile 
^omt  and  Dauphin  Island ;  together  with  the 
Meaage  froia  the  President  of  the  United  States 


communicated  to  this  House  on  the  28th  March, 

1822,  upon  the  subject  of  fortifications  at  the  same 
places,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs. 

Mr.  Con  WAT  presented  a  petition  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying 
that  a  Quarter  section  of  land  may  be  sranted  to 
each  of  the  counties  of  Hempsted,  Miller,  and 
Crawford;  to  be  improved  and  occupied  as  the 
seats  of  justice  of  the  said  counties.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Creor^ia,  presented  a  docu- 
ment in  support  of  the  claim  of  Thomas  Carr, 
and  others,  commissioners,  appointed  by  Greorgia« 
to  examine  and  survey  the  lands  in  the  Big  Bena 
of  Tennessee  river,  being  the  original  grant  to 
Stephen  Heard ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, heretofore  presented  on  the  3d  of  Februaqr , 

1823,  requesting  that  lands  which  have  been  of* 
fered  at  public  sale,  may  be  entered  in  fourth- 
quarter  sections,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, heretofore  presented  on  the  3d  of  February, 
1823,  in  behalf  of^such  purchasers  of  public  lands 
as  had  made  full  payment  prior  to  the  passage  of 
the  relief  law,  was  also  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  so  much 
of  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  heretofore  presented  on  the  3d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1823,  as  recommends  that  a  right  of  pre- 
emption be  extended  to  settlers  in  Jackson  and 
Decatur  counties,  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  includ- 
ing their  improvements^  was  also  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  8th  in- 
stant, a  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Territory  of  A tkansas,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish,  for  the 
use  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  an  abstract  of 
the  military  bounty  lands  lying  within  the  same ; 
which  bill  was  read,  amended,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  tp-morrow. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition of  Neal  Munn  and  John  McKellar,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands ;  the  said  committee  was  dischar|^ed  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
respecting  the  lands  occupied  by  the  Quapau 
Indians,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
^War. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Herrick,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  the  town  of  Bowdoinham, 
in  the  collection  district  of  Bath,  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  a  port  of  delivery. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  ror 
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port  on  the  petition  of  the  Levy  Court  of  the 
county  of  Calvert,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bradli:y  was  excused  from  serving  on  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  Mr.  Whip- 
ple was  appointed  in  his  plat^e. 

Mr.  Fuller  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
Tiz: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  requested  to  communicste  to  this  House  a  plan 
for  a  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day,  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  as  imposes  a  duty  on  im- 
ported salt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinbon,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
it  be  expedient  so  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,"  as  to  abolish  the  office  of  meas- 
urer; to  provide  that  the  duties  heretofore  per- 
formed by  the  measuren,  in  virtue  of  said  act, 
shall  be  performed  by  the  inspectors ;  and  to  pro- 
hibit the  allowance  of  any  additional  compensa- 
tion to  inspectors  for  measuring. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Test,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reducing  the  price  of  all  the  unsold 
lands  in  tne  State  of  Indiana,  lyi^  east  of  a  line 
drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  Kentucky  river, 
northwardly  to  Fort  Recovery,  near  the  head- 
waters of  tne  Wabash  river.  Also,  all  the  unsold 
lands  in  said  State,  included  in  a  purchase  made 
by  the  United  States  of  the  Delaware,  Pottawat- 
omie, Miami,  and  Eel  river  tribes  of  Indians,  by 
treaty  concluded  at  Fort  Wayne,  by  William 
Henry  Harrison,  as  agent  of  the  said  United 
States,  and  the  last  mentioned  Indians,  bearing 
date  the  30th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1809, 
immediately  adjoining  to,  and  lying  westwardly, 
along  the  aforesaid  line,  running  from  the  mouth 
of  Kentucky  river  to  Fort  Recovery. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whipple,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediencjr  of  amending  the  act  making  nro- 
Tision  for  arming  and  equipping  the  militia  oi  the 
United  States,  passed  April  3, 1808,  so  that  the 
arms  provided  by  virtue  of  said  act,  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  several  States  and  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  shall,  by  each  State  and  Territory, 
be  deposited,  and  kept,  in  proper  arsenals,  to  oe 
provided  by  said  State  or  Territory,  ready  to  be 
delivered  to  the  militia  thereof  only  when  called 
into  the  actual  service  of  the  united  States,  or  of 
the  State  or  Territorial  government,  and  to  be 
returned  to  such  place  or  places  of  deposite  when 
said  service  shall  cease. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushman,  the  subject  of  the 
public  buildings  and  the  public  lands  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  was  refered  to  a  select  commit- 
tee ;  and  Mr.  Cushman,  Mr.  Van  Wvcc,  Mr. 
Casbedt,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Bart- 


lett,  and  Mr.  Dwinel,  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 
Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

BiMolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasory  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  Houae  ail  the  infor* 
mation  in  hia  poaaeasion,  tending  to  ahow  the  circuD- 
atances  connected  with  a  recent  robbery  of  the  Und 
office  at  Vandalia,  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;  and  tht 
justice  of  releasing  the  receiver  of  public  money*  fno 
hia  liabflity  to  the  Government  for  the  aaid  robbery. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  uUe 
one  day,  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conway,  the  Committee  oo 
Indian  Afiairs  were  instructed  to  inauire  into  tht 
expediency  of  establbhing  three  additional  agen- 
cies west  of  the  Mississippi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Isacks,  the  Committee  oa 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  iDto 
the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  several  law^ 
allowing  a  biounty  to  enlisted  soldiers  or  their 
heirs,  and,  also,  the  laws  authorizing  the  commu- 
tation of  the  land  bounty  for  half  pay,  that  Xhs 
same  bounty  in  land,  or  the  allowance  of  half  pay. 
may  be  extended  to  the  children  of  such  soldiers 
who  may  have  been  regularly  enlisted,  but  who 
may  have  fallen  in  action,  or  died  before  they  had 
been  mustered  into  service,  as,  by  law,  is  aliowd 
in  other  cases. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee,  to  have  the  application 
of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
books,  dec.  for  the  Library  of  Congress,  was  read 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House ;  and  Mr.  Smttb. 
Mr.  Bradley,  and  Mr.  Poinsett,  were  appointed 
of  the  said  committee  on  the  part  of  this  IioQse. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  do  acquaint  the  Senate 
therewith,  and  that  the  resolution  of  this  Hoase, 
for  the  same  purpose,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  authorizing 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee,  to  make 
such  distribution  of  the  rooms  of  the  centre  build- 
ing of  the  Capitol  as  the  business  and  convenience 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  may  require,  was 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House;  and  Mr- 
Taylos,  Mr.  Cdtbbbrt,  and  Mr.  Condiot,  were 
appointed  of  the  said  committee  oa  the  part  of 
this  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  appropri- 
ating a  certain  sum  of  money  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  15. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Virginia,  Bus- 
wbllBassett,  appeared, produced  his  credentials. 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Eddy  presented  a  petition  of  a  committee 
appointed  by,  and  acting  m  behalf  of,  those  who 
are  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  wool,  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  and  vicinity  thereof,  pray- 
ing that  an  addition  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  ceat. 
may  be  added  to  the  duty  imposed  on  imported 
manufactures  of  wool,  together  with  a  farther 
countervailing  duty,  should  the  British  Qovera- 
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nentallowa  drawback  on  the  export  duty  imposed 
n  that  country ;  which  "petition  was  referred  to 
be  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sharpe  presented  a  memorial  of  Archibald 
rracie,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  merchant,  of  the 
ame  tenor  and  effect  with  the  memorial  presented 
T  Mr.  Hemphill,  on  the  8th  instant,  from  mer- 
bants  and  underwriters  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
bia,  respecting  the  unlawful  and  injurious  ope- 
ition  or  the  Berlin  Decree  of  France ;  which 
rst  mentioned  memorial  was  also  laid  on  the 
ible. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  presented  a  petition  of  Major 
lenderson,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  praying  com- 
ensation  for  two  horses  impressed  into  the  mil- 
Ar]r  serrice  of  the  United  States,  in  the  war 
gainst  the  Seminole  Indians,  in  the  year  1818, 
nd  which  were  never  returned  to  him. — Referred 
)  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Gatlin  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  mer- 
hants,  mariners,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Eden- 
}Q,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  praying  that 
he  floating  light,  stationed  near  Shell  Castle,  may 
e  remored  to  tue  point  of  Nine-foot  Shoal,  on 
It  channel  leading  into  Teach's  Hole;  or  that 

new  light  may  be  provided  at  said  point ;  which 
eiition  was  reierred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
lerce. 

The  Sfbaker  presented  a  memorial  of  Alfred 
i.  Powell,  contesting  the  election  and  return  of 
ared  WiWmasi^  as  one  of  the  representatives  in 
lis  House  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  pray- 
|g  to  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  place  ot  said 
nlliams;  which  memorial  was  reierred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
ication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied 
nth  a  list  of  licenses  granted  to  Indian  traders ; 
l^,  his  report  on  the  claim  of  Joseph  Mareschall. 
The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
Jr  from  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
ansmitting  a  list,  received  from  the  Register  of 
}e  Treasury,  of  the  balances  on  the  TOoks  of 
"ceipts  and  expenditures,  which  appear  to  have 
•en  dae  or  unsettled  more  than  three  year.$  prior 
the  30th  September  last ;  prepared  in  obedience 
'the  acts  of  the  3d  March,  1809,  and  3d  March, 
'17 ;  which  letter  and  list  were  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
'  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  cases  of 
obert  Henry  and  James  Mitchell,  reported  a  bill 
ipplementary  to  an  act,  approved  on  the  dd  day 
March,  1819,  entitled  '<An  act  providing  for 
le  correction  of  errors  in  making  entries  ofland 
'  the  Land  Offices ;"  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
ad  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
horn  the  subject  was  referred,  by  resolution,  on 
^c  9th  instant,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
^te  of  Indiana  to  open  a  canal  through  the 
■ihlic  lands,  to  connect  the  navigation  of  the 
jers  Wabash  and  Miami  of  Lake  £rie;  which 
111  vas  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
•eof  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
i^d  Canals,  reported  a  bill,  entitled,  "An  act  to 


procure  the  necessary  surveys  and  estimates  on 
the  subject  of  roads  and  canals ;"  which,  having 
been  twice  read,  he  proposed  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Tayloh,  of  New  York,  objected  to  giving 
this  direction  to  the  bill,  as  being  an  incorrect 
practice  on  principle,  and  suggested,  as  preferable, 
to  refer  it  simply  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
puttin|r  it  in  tne  ordinary  routine  of  business. 

Mr.  Hemphill  adhered  to  his  motion,  on  the 
ground  that  no  subject  could  be  of  a  more  general 
and  public  interest  to  the  whole  nation,  than  that 
of  this  bill. 

The  question  being  taken  on  referring  it  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Hemphill's  motion,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — aves  76,  noes  78.  And  the  bill 
was  referred  to  a  Cfommittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  following  resolution  offered  on  Friday  last, 
by  Mr.  Cook,  was  taken  up : 

lUaolvedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  commuuicate  to  this  House  all  the  infor- 
mation in  his  ponession,  tending  to  show  the  ctrcam- 
■tances  connected  with  a  recent  robbery  of  the  land 
office  at  Vandalia,  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;  and  the 
justice  of  releasing  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  from 
his  liability  to  the  Government  for  the  sums  lost  by 
said  robbery. 

This  resolution  was  agreed  to,  i^em,  con. 
The  following  resolution,  offered  on  Friday,  by 
Mr.  Fuller,  was  taken  up : 

Seaohedi  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  House  a  plan  for 
the  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States. 

This  resolution,  also,  was  agreed  to,  wm,  Wfi, 
The  eiign>88ed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish,  for 
the  use  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  an  abstract 
of  the  military  bounty  lands  lying  within  the 
same,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sharps,  the  Committee  on 
ManttCactures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  imposing  a  duty  upon  merchandise 
sold  at  public  auction. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Call, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  for  the  survey  and  sale  or  the  public 
lands  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Reiohedj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  extending  the  time  limited  for  the  settlement 
of  private  land  claims  in  East  and  West  Florida. 

Reaohed^ 'Th%t  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  donations,  or  pre-emption  rights  to 
certain  actual  settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Mr.  PoiNSBTT  submitted  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
iostmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing the  construction  of  ten  additional  eleops  of  war. 

Mr.  Poinsett  said,  he  was  induced  to  offer 

this  resolution  to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

from  an  earnest  desire  to  see  our  Navy  rendered 

I  efficieut  and  capable  of  maintaining  the  high  rep- 
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utatioQ  which  it  has  so  gallantly  and  nobly  won. 
If  we  would  have  fleets  of  line  of  battle  ships  and 
frigates  in  readiness  to  be  poured  forth  against  an 
enemy,  at  the  commencement  of  a  war,  we  must 
rear  up  officers  capable  of  commanding  them.  As 
our  Navy  is  now  constituted,  we  shall  be  compelled, 
in  the  event  of  war,  to  confide  the  command  of 
our  ships,  the  safety  of  our  gallant  seamen,  and 
the  honor  of  our  flag,  to  inexperienced  officers;  to 
men,  who  have  been  for  years,  on  shore,  forget- 
ting what  they  had  formerly  learned.  We  have 
now  five  sloops  of  war  and  thirty  masters  com- 
mandant, so  that  an  offi[cer  cannot  hope  to  be 
employed  often er  than  once  in  six  years.  To  have 
an  efficient  Navy,  the  proportion  between  sloops 
of  war  and  line  or  battle  snips  and  frieates  must 
be  preserved;  and  I  trust,  said  Mr.  r.  that  the 
subject  will  receive  from  the  committee  the  con- 
sideration its  importance  deserves. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  one  day  of  course : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  tranaorit  to  thia  Honae  a  list  of  the  officers 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Statea,  denoting  the  periods 
of  their  admiaaion  into  the  public  aerrice ;  the  datea 
of  their  preaent  commitaiona,  and  the  time  of  their 
actual  aervice  at  aea  aince  the  lat  of  January,  1815. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Hesohedy  That  the  Poatmaater  General  be  directed 
to  lay  before  thia  Houae  a  list  of  the  pott  officea,  dea- 
ignated  *' distributing  offices,"  in  the  aeveral  States 
and  Territoriea ;  alao,  the  dutiea  required  to  be  perform- 
ed by  deputy  poatmaaters  at  auch  officea ;  with  the 
regulationa  adopted  fi>r  securing  a  direct  conveyance 
to  lettera,  dx.,  deatined  for  officea  on  intermediate 
post  routes. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day,  under  the  rale. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  it  was 

Resolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  as- 
sociating with  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point  a  school  of  instruction  for  the  midshipmen 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflkirs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
securing,  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Navy, 
the  benefits  of  professional  skill  and  experience, 
by  a  due  apportionment  of  the  pay  of  the  surgeons 
and  their  mates,  to  the  time  of  their  actual  service, 
and  by  requiring  an  examination,  by  a  board  of 
physicians,  of  all  persons  applying  for  admission 
therein. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wickliffb,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reviving,  and  continuing 
in  force,  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers 
of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1820." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wayne,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  imposing  a  duty  on  wheat  imported 
from  any  foreign  country,  or  its  dependencies. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stbwabt,  the  Committee  on 


Revolutionarv  Pensions  were  instructed  to  inqoire 
into  the  expeaiency  of  placing  Bartholomew  Ma- 
loy,  an  old  soldier,  on  tne  pension  list 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  m 
the  expediency  of  permitting  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported,  to  be  secured  in  war^ 
houses,  or  other  approved  places,  at  one  port  of 
entry  in  each  State  of  the  United  States,  without 
payment,  or  securing  the  duties  thereon,  at  the 
first  entry  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewabt,  the  Committee  on 
the  Cumberland  Road  were  instructed  to  inqQire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  a  suitable  appro- 
priation for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  Moo- 
ongehala  river,  where  the  said  road  crosses  the 
same,  at  Brownsville. 

Tuesday,  December  16. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  York,  Ai^ 
BERT  H.  Tract,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Camrrelbng  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  praying,  for  reasons  set  forth  it 
large  in  the  memorial,  that  the  ground  on  wbieb 
Castle  Clinton  and  the  bridge  leading  to  it  nov 
stands,  and  also,  the  ground  conveyed  by  them  to 
the  United  States,  on  each  side  of  the  said  bridge, 
together  with  said  Castle  Clinton,  as  the  saoe 
now  stands,  may  be  reconveyed  to  them ;  whidi 
memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mill 
tary  Affairs. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  sundry  doe 
uments  in  relation  to  the  contested  election  o 
Jared  Williams,  one  of  the  representatives  for  tii 
State  of  Virginia ;  which  were  referred  to  tli 
Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  It 
diciary,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  iotott 
propriety  of  giving  concurrent  jurisdiction  toi 
supreme  or  superior  court  of  laws,  of  the  re^ 
tive  States,  in  cases  arising  under  the  act,  eotiv  i 
"An  act  to  extend  the  privilege  of  obtaioingjl 
ents  for  useful  inventions  and  discoveries,  ana| 
enlarge  and  define  the  penalties  for  vioiatiog  u 
rights  of  patentees,"  reported,  that  it  is  not  exp 
dient  to  make  such  provision ;  which  report  Wi 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  Committee  on  tt 
Cumberland  Road,  reported  a  bill  for  the;  pre 
ervation  and  repair  of  that  road ;  which  bill  ir 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Conunittee  of  t) 
Whole. 

Mr.  Crowninshield,  from  the  Conunittee  < 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  has  beeo  i 
ferred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  n 
ry ;  which  was  read,  and  conunitted  to  a  Coiail 
tee  of  the  Whole. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  BIr.  M» 
cer,  was  taken  up' for  consideration ;  and,  aft^ 
few  observations  from  him  explanatory  ofhis  ol 
jects  in  moving  it,  the  resolution  was  agreed  t 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Plumbr,  of  New  Hami 
shire,  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  were  u 
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ructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
g,  by  law,  for  the  final  settlement,  on  principles 
equity  and  justice,  of  the  claims  of  the  State 
New  Hampshire  against  the  United  States, 
r  militia  services  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
'itain. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Al- 
;n,  of  Tennessee,  calling  for  a  List  of  Distribute 
I  Post  Offices,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 
Od  motion  of  Mr.  Strong,  the  Committee  on 
e  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
e  expediency  of  establishing  a  Surveyor's  of- 
;e  in  each  of  the  States  and  Territories  in  which 
e  public  lands  of  the  United  States  are  situated. 
^I^.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  laid  the  folio w- 
g  resolution  on  the  table,  for  consideration  on 
•morrow,  viz : 

ht^wdf  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed 
Ity  before  the  House,  a  statement  of  the  number 
'  miles  of  post  roads,  existing  by  law  ia  each  State 
id  Territory,  for  each  of  the  three  years  next  pre- 
iding  the  first  of  April  last ;  the  number  of  miles  of 
tid  lotd  whereon  the  mail  was  aclnally  carried  in 
leh  of  those  years,  together  with  the  yearly  expense 
^  traosportiog  the  mail ;  the  yearly  compensation  of 
)itmisteri,  and  the  incidental  expenses  thereon.  Also, 
ittteoent  of  the  amonnt  of  postage  which  accrued 
I  each  State  and  Territory  in  each  of  those  years j 
^e  ;nrif  reeeipts  therefrom  ;  the  yearly  balances  for 
nd  against  them,  respectively,  and  the  balances  of 
^^%t  which  accrued  in  each  of  aaid  years,  now  due 
Bd  io  arrears. 

Mr.  Rankin  laid  on  the  table  the  following  re- 
^QtioD,  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz : 

}tidxtd.  That  the  Secretory  of  the  Treaiury  be 
iredd  to  famish  this  House  a  particular  statement, 
MUtaiflg  the  names  of  any  receivers  of  public 
iooe^i  iQ  the  land  offices  of  the  United  States,  who 
|<J  btve  failed  to  make  their  returns  and  payments 
( pubbc  money,  according  to  law,  or  when  required 
1  ^  Treasury  Department ;  the  amount  due  from 
1^  receivers,  severally  ;  the  time  when  the  same 
4^t  to  have  been  paid  to  the  Government ;  the 
l^isares  adopted  to  punish  any  such  delinquency  and 
jerce  the  payment ;  and  the  names  of  the  places 
^cniQch  offices  are  situated. 

^  OwBN  laid  on  the  table  the  following  res- 
OQ,  for  consideration  on  to-morrow : 

M,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  be 

'  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 

of  money  that  have  been  received  In  the  Trcas- 

[^  the  two  per  cent  fund,  payable  on  the  sales 

^blic  lands  in  the  States  of  Missouri,  Illinois,  In- 

Ohio,  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  designating 

^Jtariy  and  total  amount  paid  in  from  each  of  said 

^\  vA  how  much  money  has  been  advanced  by 

liberal  Government,  for  the  repayment  of  which 

V  fiuidt,  or  any  of  them,  are  pledged ;  also,  the 

[W  and  total  amount  in  each  of  the  above  named 

•  ariiiag  from  the  three  per  cent  funds  payable 

Jtle  of  public  lands,  and  what  sums,  if  any, 

I  ^n  advanced  to  each  of  said  States,  of  the  three 

ft«&t  hinds. 

la  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Wyck, 

^■^^,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
iiLd  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
Piopnety  of  repealing  that  part  of  the  law, 

^S^Co».i8tSMe^27 


passed  in  1823,  establishing  a  post  route  between 
St.  Augustine  and  Pensacola,  in  the  Floridas. 

Resolved,  That,  inasmuch  as  the  Postmaster 
General,  in  his  report,  states,  that,  unless  other- 
wise instructed  by  Congress,  he  must  necessarily » 
in  the  fulfilment  of  that  law.  close  a  very  disad- 
vantag[eous  contract,  that  it  be  advisable  for  the 
committee  to  report  specially,  and  as  soon  as  con- 
venient. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M. 
Collier.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
thereon  having  been  read,  the  Committee  rose  and 
renorted  the  bill  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered,  without  opposition,  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hemphill,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  providing  for  the  obtaining  of  surveva 
and  plans  on  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals, 
was  made  the  order  oi  the  day  for  the  tenth  of 
January. 

GRANTS  OP  LAND  FOR  EDUCATION. 

Mr.  Kent  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to  the 
following  resolution : 

lUiolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  such  an  appropriation 
of  the  public  lands  to  the  purposes  of  education,  in 
those  States  to  which  no  grants  have  yet  been  made, 
as  will  correspond,  in  a  just  proportion,  with  the  ap- 
propriations which  may  have  been  made  heretofore,  in 
favor  of  those  States ;  and  that  said  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Kent  said,  he  offered  the  resolution  just 
read,  not  only  from  the  importance  of  the  object 
embraced  by  it,  but  because  certain  resolutions 
which  bad  passed  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
which  he  was  a  representative,  had  been  present- 
ed to  the  last  Congress,  and  not  finally  acted  on. 
His  object  in  callins  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  resolution  at  this  time,  was,  to  obtain  their 
decision  on  it,  if  favorable,  that  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, and  those  States  equally  interested  with  her, 
might  derive  the  contemplated  advantages  from 
it ;  but  if,  contrary  to  their  just  expectations,  the 
decision  should  be  unfavorable,  that  they  might 
turn  their  attention  to  some  other  source  for  the 
promotion  of  the  important  purposes  of  education. 
He  would  mention,  for  the  information  of  the 
House,  that  Maryland  was  not  singular  in  adopt- 
ing the  principle  contained  in  the  resolution ;  that 
it  had  receivea,  after  a  deliberate  examination,  the 
approbation  of  the  Legislatures  of  several  of  the 
States — the  disapprobation  of  but  few.  Mr.  K. 
hoped  the  resolution  would  be  adopted,  that  the 
subject  might  be  fully  examined. 
The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  resolve, 
Mr.  Rankin  observed,  that  a  similar  proposition 
to  that  now  offered  had  been  brought  forward  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  at  a  former  session 
of  Congress ;  and  he  regretted  that  it  had  not, 
now,  been  thrown  into  the  same  form  as  when  be- 
fore offered.  It  was  then  presented  in  an  affirm- 
ative shape,  which  afforded. facility  for  a  more  di- 
rect and  immediate  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the 
proposition  by  the  House.    He  was  opposed  to  the 
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reference  of  this  inquiry  to  a  select  committee,  if 
it  went  to  a  committee  at  all ;  not  on  any  special, 
but  on  a  general  principle.  It  was  the  well-known 
and  universal  usaee,  in  appointing  select  commit- 
tees, to  compose  them  of  tne  known  friends  of  the 
measures  proposed :  in  consequence  of  which  only 
an  tx  parte  view  of  subjects  was  ]>resented  to  the 
House  in  the  reports  of  the  committees,  and  time 
was  consumed  in  obtaining,  h^  discussion,  the 
views  of  gentlemen  of  the  opposite  opinion.  But, 
a  standing  committee  was  a  sort  of  general  tri- 
bunal, composed  neither  of  the  friends  nor  the 
opposers  ot  any  particular  measure— such  a 
committee  was  likely  to  present  a  more  general 
view  of  subjects  committed  to  their  consideration, 
than  a  select  committee ;  and,  should  they  report 
against  any  particular  measure,  its  advocates  nad 
still  their  appeal  to  the  House,  and  full  liberty  to 
discuss  its  merits.  He  thought  the  subject  of  the 
resolution  had  better  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands — not  because  he  happened^ 
personally  to  be  connected  with  that  committee, 
out  because  the  nature  of  the  object  embraced  by 
the  resolution  seemed  naturally  to  belong  to  it. 

Mr.  Cook  considered  the  resolution,  though  on 
the  face  of  it  merely  proposing  an  inquiry,  to  in- 
volve principle,  inasmuch  as  the  expediency  of 
any  inquiry  into  the  subject  must  depend  upon 
the  supposed  existence  of  a  fact  which  is  denied 
—namely,  the  fact  that  grants  of  land  have  been 
made,  witnout  anequivaTent,tosomeof  the  States, 
and  not  to  others.  This,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  a  posi- 
tion which  be,  for  one,  denied.  If  the  object  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  was  to  create  a 
fund  for  the  promotion  of  education,  let  it  be  ab- 
stract, and  not  based  upon  a  supposed  fagt  which 
does  not  exist.  Let  the  fund  apply  equally  to  all 
the  States  of  the  Union,  without  attempting  to 
discriminate  between  the  new  and  the  old  States. 
He  objected,  however,  to  the  reference  of  the  res- 
olution to  any  committee  in  its  present  form,  be- 
cause it  took  for  its  basis  that  which  was,  in  point 
of  fact,  untrue. 

Mr.  Jenninqs  said,  he  apprehended  the  resolu- 
tion was  not  very  well  understood  by  the  House. 
It  certainly  was  not  by  him,  judging  from  the 
remarks  wnich  had  been  made  upon  it.  For  fur- 
ther examination  of  it,  he  moved  that  the  resulve 
lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 
Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Wedmbsday,  December  17. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Pennsylvania, 
Henrt  WiiiSON,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Hempbill  presented  a  memorial  of  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia,  embracing  the 
Presbyterian  Churches  in  the  southwestern  part 
of  New  Jersey,  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  States  of  Maryland  and  Delaware,  and 
the  District  of  Columbia,  convened  at  George- 
town, in  said  District,  in  October,  1823,  praying 
for  an  increase  of  the  annual  appropriation  for 
civilizing  the  Indian  tribes  and  introducing  the 
knowledge  of  letters  among  them ;   which  me- 


morial was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Poinsett  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
banking  institutions  in  Charleston,  in  South  Car- 
olina, and  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  same  place, 
praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  14th  section  of  the 
Act  incorporating  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
by  which  the  bills  of  that  bank,  without  reference 
to  the  place  where  issued,  are  made  every  where 
receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  Government- 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  MgLanb,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Orange  Heaton,  and  Josiah  Hubbard, 
jr.,  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein 
submitted  concurred  in,  viz :  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  oueht  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  McLanb,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Jacob  Babbitt, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Jeremiah  Manning;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  tbc 
petition  of  Jacob  Shafer,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
lor  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  an  act,  entitled  '^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,^'  j 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  the  following  resolutioa* 
for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz : 

Beaohed,  Thtt  th«  President  of  the  United  8ut» 
be  requested  to  communictte  to  this  House  copies  of 
all  eontncts  for  cannon,  ctnnon  shot,  muskets,  sn^ 
other  small  trms,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
which  have  been  entered  into  since  the  1st  Janosrr^ 
18S0,  and  that  he  state  wbotber  notice  for  proposab 
was  given  for  each  contract  in  ai^  nowtpaper,  if  so, 
in  what  paper,  and  how  long  heforo  the  contract  was 
concluded ;  who  are  interested  in  each,  ostensibly,  or 
as  secret  partner,  so  far  as  he  may  have  been  informed 
or  believes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strong,  the  CommiUee  on 
Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  inio  ibe 
expediency  of  selling  the  schooners  and  vessels 
purchased  under  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  avithor* 
izin^  an  additional  naval  force  for  the  suppresstoa 
of  piracy." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hatward,  the  Committee 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  were  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  4th 
and  5th  sections  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on 
the  27th  of  February,  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to 
the  conveyance  of  letters  and  packets,  by  steam- 
boat packets,  and  other  vessels,  not  employed  bv 
the  Postmaster  General  in  transporting  the  mau 
of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Latbroi*,  the  Commit  tee  of 
Waya  and  Meana  were  directed  to  consider  thf 
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expediencj  of  eniarging  the  terms  on  which  the 
Commis$\oaets  of  3ie  Sinking  Fund,  under  the 
fifth  section  of  the  act  passed  March  3,  1807,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of 
the  public  debt,"  may  purchase  that  portion  of 
the  public  debt  which  will  become  relmburseable 
on  the  is(  day  of  January,  1825. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Call,  the  Committee  on 
Cooimerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  excluding  foreign  wreckers  and  fish- 
ermen from  wrecking  and  fishing  within  the 
iurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  on  the  coast  of 
Florida;  and  further,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency o[  giving  encouragement  and  protection 
to  the  American  wreckers  on  the  coast  of  Florida. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  compen- 
sation for  a  private  Secretary  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  was  directed  to  prepare  and  lay  before  the 
House,  so  soon  as  it  can  be  conveniently  done,  a 
complete  index  to  all  the  printed  volumes  which 
conuin  the  communications  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  the  several  Departments 
of  the  Government,  to  Congress,  and  the  reports 
of  the  Committees  of  Congress. 

An  enmssed  bill,  entitled  *<An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  M.  Collier,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  State  oMndiana  to  open  a  canal  through  the 
public  lands,  to  connect  the  navigation  of  the 
rivers  Wabash  and  the  Miami  of  Lake  Brie,  be- 
ing called,  it  was  postponed  until  the  second  Mon- 
day ia  January  next. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Sarah  Perry,  being  called,  it  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Allen, 
of  Massachusetts,  calling  on  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral for  certain  details  of  his  Department  for  the 
l&st  three  years,  was  called  up,  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Ran- 
kin, calling  for  a  list  of  the  defaulters  in  the  land 
offices  of  the  United  States,  was  taken  up,  and 
sgreed  to. 

The  resolation  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Owbn, 
calling  for  a  statement  of  the  amount  and  appli- 
cation of  the  two  per  cent,  and  three  per  cent. 
lands  payable  ont  or  the  sales  of  public  lands  in 
the  Western  and  Southern  States,  was  taken  up, 
and  agreed  to. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 

Mr.  LiTTLN,  of  Maryland,  offered  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution :     , 

Rttohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Chesapeake 
ftDil  Ohio  Cansl  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  auihonzing  the  employment,  under  the 
direeiion  of  the  President,  of  a  part  of  the  corps  of 
engiaeera,  in  annreying  the  grounds  and  ascertain- 
iog  the  best  roaie  in  uniting  the  waters  of  the  Ohio 
with  tho  Chesapeake,  by  way  of  the  Soaqaehanoah 
rifer. 


Mr.  Mercer  suggested  that  the  object  intended 
to  be  obtained  b^  the  resolution,  was  included  in 
the  ffeneral  provisions  of  the  bill  reported  yester- 
day oy  his  honorable  friend  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Hemphill,)  and  which  is  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  some  time  in  January  next;  but,  if 
any  special  provision  on  this  subject  was  desired 
by  the  lionorable  mover,  he  had  only  to  add  a 
small  sum  to  the  appropriations  for  the  quarter- 
master's department,  for  the  purpose  of  covering 
the  incidental  expenses  of  the  survey;  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  already  as  full 
power  as  any  vote  of  this  House  could  confer 
upon  him  over  the  whole  corps  of  topographical 
engineers,  and  is  fully  competent  to  order  the  in- 
vestigation proposed  by  the  resolution  of  the  hon- 
orable ffentleman  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  Little  said  that  he  had  imperfectly  heard 
the  gentleman  from  ii^rginia,  but  be  would  state 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  submit  the 
resolution.  Last  year  the  Legislature  of  Mary- 
land appointed  commissioners  to  survey  the  course 
of  a  part  of  the  Susquehannah  river,  with  a  view 
to  the  rendering  of  it  navigable.  These  commis- 
sioners, in  the  report,  notice  the  waters  of  the 
Juniata,  and  their  connexion  with  the  waters  of 
the  West.  That  part  of  the  President's  Message 
which  refers  to  tne  subject  of  connecting  toe 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio,  speaks  only  of  the  Poto- 
mac. It  was  his  object  in  this  resolution,  Mr.  L. 
said,  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  committee  men- 
tioned in  it  to  the  waters  of  the  Susquehannah, 
as  presenting  an  eligible  mode  of  connecting  the 
bay  and  the  Ohio.  It  proposed  simply  an  in- 
quiry— gentlemen  by  voting  for  it  would  commit 
themselves  to  no  measures ;  and  if,  after  hearing 
the  report  of  the  committee,  they  disapproved  of 
the  object,  they  were  under  no  obligation  to  em- 
brace the  plan. 

Mr.  CoNDiCT  observed,  in  support  of  the  ground 
taken  by  Mr.  Merobr,  that  it  was  known  to  him 
that,  during  the  last  Summer,  General  Bernard, 
with  other  persons,  was  occupied  in  exploring 
and  surveying,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  different  routes  for  the  canal  to  connect 
the  waters  of  the  Delaware  and  the  Hudson,  and 
for  other  proposed  canals.  He  thought  the  reso- 
lution, theretore,  unnecessary,  as  the  Secretary  of 
War  had  full  power  to  employ  the  same  gentle- 
men on  the  route  now  proposed. 

Mr.  Mgroer  was  sorry  he  had  not  been  per- 
fectly heard,  but  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
roust  distinctly  perceive,  that  his  objections  were 
directed  against  the  policy  of  ie<g:islating  unneces- 
sarily on  this  subject.  The  President  possesses 
already  as  much  power  as  Congress  can  give  him 
over  the  whole  army,  and  over  the  top(^raphical 
engineers,  as  a  part  of  our  Military  Establish- 
ment; and  all  that  was  necessary  was  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  a  few  pnck- 
horses,  or  other  modes  of  transportation.  But  he 
objected  to  the  whole  resolution,  because  the 
ground  of  it  was  already  covered  by  the  bill 
brought  in  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  because  the  committee  had  no  need  of  in- 
struction, being  already  generally  in  possession 
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of  the  whole  subject,  by  the  terms  of  their  ap- 
pointment. 

Mr.  Little  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  press 
the  resolution  to  a  decision  now.  He  had  thought 
it  perfectly  in  order  to  move  it,  since  the  Presi- 
dent, in  his  Message,  expressly  recommended  the 
general  subject  to  the  attention  of  Congress. 

The  resolution  was,  with  the  consent  of  the 
mover,  laid  upon  the  table. 

ERRORS  IN  THE  LAND  OFFICES. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  approved  on 
the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for 
the  correction  of  errors  in  making  entries  of  land 
at  the  land  offices." 

[This  bill  enacts,  <*  Thatj^where  any  misUke  may 
have  been  made,  or  may  hereafter  be  made,  by  any 
purchaser  of  the  public  lands,  in  designating  the  tract 
intended  to  be  purchased,  such  person  may  exhibit  bis 
own  affidavit,  and  sach  other  evidence  as  may  be  in 
his  power,  showing  the  mistake  to  the  register  or  re- 
ceiver of  the  district  in  which  the  purchase  was  mtde ; 
and  the  register  and  receiver  shall  transmit  the  evi- 
dence submitted  to  them  in  any  case,  together  with 
their  written  opinion  or  opinions  on  the  subject,  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  who,  on  an 
examination  of  the  facts,  shall  be  authorized  to  change 
(he  entry,  and  transfer  the  payment  to  the  tract  in- 
tended to  have  been  entered,  if  unsold ;  but,  if  sold, 
to  any  other  tract  liable  to  entry :  Provided,  He  shall 
be  satisfied  that  a  mistake  has  been  made.''] 

Mr.  Rankin,  of  Mississippi,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who  had  re- 
ported the  bill,  observed  that  the  act  of  1819,  on 
the  subject  of  correcting  errors  in  the  land  offices, 
had  ffiven  power  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  (Gen- 
eral Xand  Office  to  correct  only  such  erroneous 
entries  as  arose  from  wrong  marks  having  been 
attached  to  tracts  of  the  public  land  sold.  Under 
this  act^  some  cases  of  peculiar  hardship  had  arisen, 
which  It  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  land  office  to 
correct.  New  settlers,  ignorant  of  the  country, 
and  of  the  quality  of  land  in  the  different  tracts, 
were  in  the  habit  of  applying  to  their  neighbors, 
who  were  already  settlea,  for  directions,  and  they 
had  sometimes  received  mistaken  information,  bv 
which  they  were  induced  to  purcbase  land  which 
proved  entirely  worthless.  The  bill  now  before 
the  Committee  was  intended  to  provide  for  cases 
of  this  description,  where  errors  had  taken  place 
without  any  fraudulent  design  in  the  parties  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  then  rose,  and  said,  that, 
when  the  subject  of  this  bill  was  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands,  he  happened  to  be  in  such 
a  state  of  health  as  not  to  be  able  to  attend  the 
committee.  He  now  proposed  an  amendment, 
which  he  said  embraced  a  class  of  cases  of  equal 
merit  with  that  provided  for  by  the  bill.  He,  him- 
self, knew  of  but  one  case  of  the  sort,  but  there 
might  be  others.  The  case  was  this :  The  law  of 
1820,  which  authorized  the  surrender  of  lands  by 
the  purchasers,  in  certain  cases,  gave  rise  to  a 
great  de$d  of  business  in  the  land  offices,  and  per^ 


sons  having  business  with  them  were,  in  many 
cases,  obliged  to  transact  business  by  means  of 
agents  or  deputies.  It  thus  happened,  in  the  case 
to  which  he  had  particular  reference,  the  land 
which  the  purchaser  intended  to  retain  was  relin- 
quished, and  that  which  he  wished  to  relinquish 
was  retained,  though,  compared  with  the  oiber, 
unimproved,  and  of  inferior  value.  This  was  a 
mistake  which  the  register  and  receiver  did.not 
feel  themselves  authorized  to  correct,  though  ap- 
prized of  it  the  next  day  after  it  happened,  and 
perfectly  willing  to  have  done  it,  had  it  been  in 
their  power.  The  amendment  he  offered  was  in- 
tendea  to  provide  for  cases  of  this  description. 

After  some  conversation,  this  amendment  of 
Mr.  Cook  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  offered  the  following, 
to  be  added  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill: 

Provided  also.  That  if  a  patent  shall  have  issoed 
for  the  tract  so  erroneously  entered,  the  patentee  ihilli 
by  a  deed  daly  executed,  relinquish  to  the  United 
Sutes  all  bis  right  to  the  same. 

In  supporting  his  amendment,  Mr.  C.  obserred 
that  doubts  had  been  entertained  whether,  if  an 
error  were  discovered  after  a  patent  for  the  laad 
had  been  granted,  it  could  be  corrected  without  a 
special  act  of  Congress  for  the  purpose.  Titf 
present  bill,  he  thought,  should  make  provision  for 
such  a  case,  that  a  provision  so  important  shonld 
be  suitably  guarded. 

Mr.  Rankin  observed,  in  reidy,  that  as  cases  ol 
this  description  would  probably  be  few,  it  would, 
perhaps,  be  most  expedient  to  leave  them  to  be  pro- 
vided for  individually,  and  not  to  make  a  general 
rule  which  might,  it  extended  so  far,  be  liable  to 
abuse. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  must  be  aware  that,  under  what  was 
usually  denominated  the  "prompt  payments]^ 
tem,"  the  purchaser  of  the  public  lands  was  obliged 
to  make  immediate  payment  for  the  land  he  bougbt 
of  Government,  and  the  patent  was  issued  rerf 
shortly  afterwards.  It  was  bat  fair  if  an  enor 
had  innocently  taken  place  in  the  description  ot 
his  lot,  it  should  be  corrected,  even  after  the  pat- 
ent had  issued.  If  provision  was  made  to  correct 
such  an  error,  however,  by  granting  to  the  por- 
chaser  the  lot  as  truly  described,  Mr.  C  added,  it 
was  also  no  more  than  fair  that  he  should,  bra 
valid  deed,  reconvey  to  the  United  Sutes  the  lot 
which  he  neld  under  the  erroneous  patent ;  else, 
it  might  happen  that  he  would  hold  the  fee  of  two 
lots,  when  he  had  paid  for  only  one. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  amen(^ 
ment  of  Mr.  Campbell,  it  was  carried  in  the  al- 
firmative — Ayes  82. 

Mr.  WBiaHi;^of  Ohio,  then  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  meet  a  case  of  an  opposite  dcscripiioo! 
where  the  settler  had,  through  error,  been  ohligw 
to  pay  more  than  once  the  purchase-money  i^ 
land  bought  of  the  United  States.  The  amenii- 
ment  in  such  case  proposed  to  require  the  Secff- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  to  refund  the  amount  ot«- 
paid,  without  the  intervention  of  any  special  aci 
of  Congress  for  that  purpose. 
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Mr.  Rankin  said,  he  4id  not  readiljr  perceive 
how  a  case  could  occar,  under  the  present  system 
for  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  such  as  that  for 
which  the  amendnaent  of  the  gentlemen  from 
Ohio,  was  intended  to  provide.  But,  if  such  an 
error  should  occur,  it  might,  by  the  provisions  of 
the  present  bill,  be  corrected  by  the  register  and 
recetrer  of  the  land  office  concerned. 

Mr.  Ross,  of  Ohio,  rose  to  suggest  to  his  col- 
league a  doubt  whether  it  was  competent  to  the 
House  to  incorporate  into  the  bill  a  general  pro- 
fisioD  of  this  description,  the  object  of  which  is 
to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  refund 
money  which,  having  been  overpaid  by  a  pur- 
chaser of  public  land,  has  actually  gone  into  the 
Treasury.  There  would  be  some  daifer  in  en- 
couraging a  license  of  this  kind  i  and,  besides, 
Mr.  R.  said,  if  hd  understood  the  matter  correctly, 
money  cannot  constitutionally  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  without  previous  special  appropriation 
by  law.  Looking  at  the  proposition  m  this  light, 
he  felt  some  scruples  in  voting  for  it. 

Mr.  Wright  said,  it  was  perhaps  true,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  that 
cases  of  this  description  cannot  occur  under  the 
present  system  for  disposing  of  the  public  lands. 
Bat  cases  of  the  kind  had  occurred  heretofore,  one 
of  which,  being  within  his  knowledge,  had  in- 
duced this  motion.  It  was  not  his  wish,  however, 
to  embarrass  this  bill,  and  if  the  gentleman  thought 
such  would  be  the  effect  of  pressing  the  amend- 
ment, he  would  withdraw  it,  and  oner  it  hereafter 
AS  a  separate  proposition. 

Mr.  Rankin  thought  that  the  suggestion  of  his 
friend  upon  the  right  (Mr.  Ross)  was  a  very  im- 
portant one,  and  entitled  to  great  weight  witn  the 
Committee.  It  was  a  principle  of  the  utmost  con- 
sequence to  guard  against  any  appropriation  of 
money  from  the  Treasury  but  by  special  acts  of 
Congress.  If,  however,  the  gentleman  wjio  moved 
the  amendment  considered  that  the  object  intend- 
ed by  it  was  of  pressing  moment,  he  hoped  that 
he  would  present  it  in  some  form  before  the  House, 
other  than  that  of  an  amendment  to  this  bill,  which 
it  was  calculated  to  embarrass. 

Mr.  Wright  assented,  and  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  San  FORD,  of  Tennessee,  was  opposed  to  the 
bill  in  its  present  form.  Great  impositions  had 
been  already  practised  upon  Government  by  pur- 
chasers of  puolic  lands ;  and  he  feared,  if  the  bill 
should  pass  as  it  at  present  stood,  those  impositions 
would  be  multiplied.  Settlers  were  in  the  habit 
of  purchasing  lands,  from  the  accounts  and  de- 
scripiions  given  them  by  their  friends.  When 
they  came  to  the  land  they  had  bought,  they  of- 
ten found  (hose  descriptions  had  not  been  correct, 
and  they  would  change  the  tracts  they  had  fairly 
purchased  for  others  they  liked  better — an  arrange- 
ment by  which  the  Government  was  defrauded. 
He  offered,  with  a  view  to  prevent  such  imposi- 
tions, an  amendment,  which  ne  thought  calculated 
to  guard  against  it. 

Mr.  Rankin  said,  that  the  amendment  was 
wholly  unnecessary,  the  entry  of  land  being  always 
made  after  the  sale,  and  not  before  it.    It  was 


very  true  that  frauds  might  be  practised  under  the 
system  as  it  now  stands,  but,  it  so,  it  must  be  by 
perjury  either  of  the  purchaser  himself  or  of  the 
public  officers.  Such  abuses,  however,  formed  no 
just  objection  to  a  general  provision  for  the  relief 
of  those  who  really  suffer  by  accidental  errors,  &c. 
This  bill,  having  that  object  in  view,  had  under- 

fone  the  strictest  scrutiny  in  the  Committee  of 
^ublic  Lands,  and  every  effort  had  been  made  to 
guard  its  provisions  from  abuse.  The  public  offi- 
cers best  acquainted  with  the  subject  had  been 
consulted,  ^,  The  objection  against  the  bill, 
that  abuses  might  be  committed,  Mr.  R.  suggested, 
would  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  institution  ot 
courts  of^  law,  because  witnesses  might  perjure 
themselves,  dbc. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  not  to  oppose 
the  bill,  but  to  ask  a  question  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Pubtic  Lands,  viz :  whether  the 
bill  authorizes  the  officers  of  Giovernment  to  cor- 
rect erroneous  entries.  He  stated  the  case  of  a 
pre-emption  right,  the  holder  of  which  died — 
when  his  heirs  came  to  make  the  entry,  it  appeared 
that  an  improper  entry  was  made,  by  which  error 
the  widow  and  children  were  thrown  out  of  their 
right.  It  was  obvious  that,  in  such  a  case,  the 
error  ou^ht  to  be  rectified.  Mr.  T.  wished  to  know 
if  the  bill,  as  it  now  stood,  would  authorize  the 
correction  of  an  error  of  this  description. 

Mr.  Rankin  stated  that  the  case  which  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  mentione^,  was 
provided  for  by  the  act  of  1819 ;  but  that  act  did 
not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  ffo  far  enough,  and  they  had  reported  the 
present  bill  with  a  view  to  remedy  the  defects  of 
the  law,  &c. 

Mr.  McCoy  expressed  doubts  of  the  policy  of 
this  bill.  He  thought  it  was  right  in  Government 
to  correct  the  errors  of  their  own  officers,  but  not 
of  everybody  else.  He  feared  it  would  make  pur- 
chasers careless  about  errors  for  the  future.  He 
apprehended  that  the  applications,  under  the  act, 
would  be  very  numerous  and  very  troublesome. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
as  amended.  The  House  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment  of  Mr.  Campbell,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading — ayes  86, 
noes  52. 


TauRSDAT,  December  18. 

Three  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Louisiana, 
Henry  H.  Gurley  and  Edward  Livingston; 
and  from  New  York,  John  J.  Morgan,  appeared, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seat< 

Mr.  Crowninshield  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Directors  of  the  Salem  Laboratory  Company, 
established  for  the  manufacture  of  Roman  vitriol, 
alum,  refining  saltpetre,  and  other  chemical  pro- 
cesses, praying  that  the  duty  imposed  on  those 
articles,  or  their  preparations,  may  be  changed 
from  ad  valorem  to  specific  duties. 

Mr.  Breck  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  for  an  early  and  thorough  revision  of  the 
tariff  of  duties  on  importations  from  foreign  coun- 
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tries,  so  as  to  afford  that  protection  to  manufac- 
tures which  the  Govern  meat  affords  to  commerce. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a  memorial,  bavins  the 
same  object  in  view,  from  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Jefferson,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  said  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Rankin  presented  a  petition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Pembina,  on  the  Red  river  of  Hudson^s 
bay,  a  colony  settled  by  the  late  Lord  Selkirk, 
setting  forth  that,  upon  a  recent  survey,  it  is  found 
that  they  are  situated  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  and  praying  to  be  secured  in  the 
possession  of  their  property;  that  they  may  be 
confirmed  in  their  land  claims ;  and  that  the  rights 
and  privileges  enjoyed  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States  may  be  extended  to  them ;  which  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Conway  nresented  a  petition  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  ol  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  prav- 
ing  that  a  separate  surveyor  general  may  ne 
assigned  to  said  Territory;  which  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  W.  Bacot ;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  laid  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  on  the  table,  for  consideration 
on  to-morrow,  viz : 

Reiolvedt  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  any  information 
he  may  have  received,  and  which  be  may  not  deem  it 
improper  to  communicate,  relating  to  the  present  con- 
dition and  fbture  prospects  of  the  Greeks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
the  bounty  land  to  Thomas  Pendergrass,  the  rep- 
resentative of  James  Albert^  deceased,  a  soldier  m 
the  late  war  with  Qreat  Britain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  direct  sales  to  be  made,  from 
time  to  time,  of  such  arms,  ammunition,  and  mili- 
tary stores,  as  are  not  wanted,  or  are  unlit  for 
public  service. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ellis,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  account 
of  Henry  Alward,  BTsq.,  against  the  United  States, 
for  apprehending  and  delivering  two  deserters  to 
a  detachment  of  the  AVmy  then  under  the  com- 
mand of  Coloael  William  N.  Irwin,  at  Sunbury, 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  that  they  report  thereon. 

The  letter  of  William  H.  Jones,  accompanied 
by  a  copy  of  a  New  Universal  Atlas,  addressed  to 
the  Speaker  on  the  12lh  instant,  was  referred  to 
the  Joint  Library  Committee. 

The  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  law 
for  the  correction  of  errors  in  making  entries  of 
land  at  the  land  offices,  being  called  up  for  con- 
sideration, 

Mr.  Rankin  said,  that,  since  yesterday,  he  had 
had  various  suggestions  made  to  him  by  members 
for  whose  opinion  he  entertained  very  high  re- 


spect, as  well  as  from  the  present  Commissiooer 
of  the  General  Land  Office ;  and  consideriog  the 
vote  of  yesterday  as  a  pledge  that  the  Hoase  woald 
certainly  act  on  the  subject,  and  feeliog  desirous 
that  the  bill  should,  as  far  as  possible,  meet  the 
wishes  of  gentlemen,  he  was  induced,  on  a  con- 
sideration of  the  whole  subject,  to  move  that  the 
bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  od  Publie 
Lands,  to  be  made  as  perfect  as  practicable. 

The  House  concurred  in  this  motion. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  of  the 
12th  instant,  on  the  case  of  the  levy  court  of 
Calvert  county,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  wai 
taken  up  and  recommitted  to  t)iat  committee. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  '*  An  act$ii|h 
plementary  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,"  was  read 
the  first  time. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Mr.  Stewart,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Cumberland  Road,  reported  "A  bill  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  Cumoerland  road;"  which  wis 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  motion  to  commit  the  bill  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  being  under  connideraiion— 

Mr.  Rankin  roae,  and  said,  that  he  was  one  of 
thoae  persons  who  are  disposed  to  commit  the 
whole  strength  and  resources  of  this  nation  on  the 
subject  of  internal  improvements.  He  believed, 
also,  that  the  nation  was  prepared  to  go  all  lengthi 
on  tnat  subject.  But  he  was  unwillinfl:  to  take  up 
so  great  a  system  of  measures^  by  small  parts  ati 
time.  The  bill  reported  by  his  friend  from  PeoD- 
sylvania,  (Mr.  Hemphill,)  embraced  the  entite 
subject ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  present  bill,  instead 
of  going  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  would  be 
referred  to  the  same  committee  with  the  general 
bill,  which  was  already  before  the  House.  He 
was  notjadverse  to  the  particular  measure  em- 
braced by  this  bill ;  he  did  not  care  at  what  poiot 
the  general  system  of  internal  improvement  shoold 
be  commenced,  but  be  hoped  that,  on  that  system, 
we  should  either  move  as  a  nation,  or  not  move  at 
all. 

Mr.  Cook  said  he  was  decidedly  opposed  to  act 
upon  the  bill  in  its  present  state,  and  wais  proceed* 
ing  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  principle  of  toe 
biU,  when  he  was  reminded  by  the  Speaker  that 
any  diseussioa  of  the  merits  of  the  bill  in  its  ?f^ 
ent  stage  would  be  out  of  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  bill  was  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

C0NTKACT8  FOR  CANNON,  kt. 

The  resolution  yesterday  proposed  bj  Mr.  ^^'^^ 
was  then  taken  up  for  consideration,  m  the  hw^' 
ing  words : 

Ruolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sute» 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  coP>^'^ 
all  contracts  for  cannon,  cannon  shot,  mosketB,  tw 
other  small  arms*  for  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
which  have  been  entered  into  since  the  first  of  January 
1820,  and  that  he  sUte  whether  notice  for  propo»»» 
was  given  for  each  contract  in  any  newspaper,  if  ^ 
in  what  paper,  and  how  long  before  the  contract  wtf 
concluded ;  who  art  interested  in  each,  ottemibiif,  r 
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as  nerd  partner ^  to  far  as  ke  may  have  been  tn- 
formedt  or  beiievei, 

Mr.  IsACKS,  of  TeDDessee^ proposed  as  an  ameDd- 
meet,  to  strike  out  the  last  clause  of  the  resolation, 
(t«  Ualictj)  and  to  insert  in  its  room  the  following : 

*<  Who  u9  the  peisons  with  whom  inch  oontracta 
were  maJe,  and  whether  there  are  any  other  persona 
beDeficiallj  ioterested  therein;  if  so,  who  they  are, 
and  in  what  cases,  so  far  as  he  may  be  informed." 

Mr.  CocK£  said,  that,  though  he  believed,  if  the 
amendment  was  adoj^ted,  all  hia  objects  might  yet 
be  obtained,  yet,  if  his  friend  would  reflect  for  a 
moment,  there  was  apart  of  his  amendment  which 
he  would  strike  out,  because,  if  copies  of  the  con- 
tracts were  laid  before  the  House,  they  would  show 
on  the  face  of  them  who  were  ostensibly  engaged 
in  the  contracts.  The  object  of  my  resolution, 
said  Mr.  C,  is  not  only  to  see  who  made  the  con- 
tracts, but  whether  any  person  is  concerned  in 
them  under  the  rose.  We  have,  in  the  statute- 
book,  laws  which  prohibit  a  certain  description  of 
persons  from  being  interested  in  contracts.  If  any 
such  are  interested  in  contracts,  though  their  names 
do  oot  appear  ia  them,  the  nation  ought  to  know 
it,  to  ascertain  whether  these  contracts  were  le- 
gally made.  I  have,  therefore,  asked,  (said  Mr. 
C.)  by  my  motion,  not  onlv  who  are  the  contrac- 
tors, but  who  are  concerned  in  the  contract,  so  far 
as  the  Executive  has  information  on  that  point. 
That,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  his  object,  and  he  cared 
not  whether  the  word  "  secret,"  or,  if  gentlemen 
chose  it,  dandestine^  was  inserted  in  the  resolution 
or  not.  Any  word  which  would  elicit  the  infor- 
mation which  he  wanted,  he  would  cheerfully  ac- 
quiesce in. 

Mr.  IsACKS  said,  in  reply,  that  he  had  no  dispo- 
sition to  alter  the  grounds  of  the  inquiry  proposed 
by  the  resolutioa  of  his  colleague.  The  same  ob- 
ject would  in  substance  be  obtained,  if  the  amend- 
ment should  be  adopted,  that  would  be  obtained 
by  the  resolution,  in  its  original  shape.  He  ac- 
knowledged, for  his  own  part,  he  was  in  possession 
of  no  information  which  would  induce  him  either 
to  make  or  withhold  this  call ;  his  coUeajgue,  how- 
erer,  bad  moved  it,  and  he  would  willingly  vote 
▼itb  him.  Ail  that  he  intended  by  his  amend- 
ment was  to  change  the  terms  of  a  part  of  the  res- 
olution, which  he  thought  open  to  objection,  for 
others  more  acceptable.  It  was  not  necessary  for 
iiim  to  say  theparticular  object  he  had  in  view :  the 
bare  reading  ofthe  original  clause  of  the  amendment 
would  be  sufficient  to  show  that  the  terms  of  the 
latter  were  preferable. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.  Rich  suggested  that  every  valuable  object 
to  be  obtained  by  this  resolution  would  be  attained 
by  askinz  for  abstracts  instead  of  copies  ofthe  con- 
tracu  referred  to,  and  would  save  trouble  and  ex- 
pense in  the  details  of  the  preparing  and  priming 
ihe  papers  called  for,  and  he  submitted  an  amend- 
ment to  that  effect. 

Mr.  CocKB  was  opposed  to  this  amendment, 
ne  should  like  to  see  the  whole  contracts,  he  said 
—to  see  it  in  all  its  bearinjp^s.  There  could  not  be 
2  great  many  contracts  lor  cannon  and  cannon 


shot,  muskets,  and  small  arms,  since  the  year  1820. 
When  the  contracts  are  before  us,  said  he,  we  can 
see  the  whole.  If  we  get  extracts,  they  may  be  ex- 
tracts of  such  parts  as  we  do  not  want  to  see,  and 
care  nothing  at  all  about.  He  hoped  gentlemen 
would  indulge  him  so  far  as  to  let  him  look  at  the 
contracts  as  they  reallv  stand. 

Mr.  Rich  then  witndrew  his  amendment,  and 
the  resolution,  as  amended  by  Mr.  Isacks'  motion^ 
was  adopted. 


FainAT,  December  19. 

Mr.  Cambrelenq  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  manufacturers  of  cordage,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  against  anv  increase  which  may  be  pro- 

Eosed,  or  contemplated  to  be  proposed,  on  foreign 
emp,  upon  its  importation  into  the  United  States; 
which  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  a  memorial  of  Daniel  W. 
Coxe,  praying  for  the  confirmation  of  the  title  to 
a  tract  of  land  of  thirty  leagues  square,  lying  on 


sion  to  some  conversation ;  Mr.  B.  expressing  a 
wish  that,  as  the  importance  of  the  property  m* 
volved  in  the  petition,  required  a  more  tnorough 
and  extensive  examination  of  the  claim,  thaa 
could  be  given  it  by  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  already  burdened,  as  that  committee  waa, 
with  a  multiplicity  of  biisiness,  it  might  go  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama,  concurred  in  this  de- 
sire, but  thought  that,  as  there  was  a  great  mass 
of  claims  of  a  nature  analogous  to  that  now  pre- 
sented, arising  from  the  cession  to  the  United 
States  of  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas,  it  would  be 
better  that  a  permanent  committee  be  appointed, 
to  be  designated  **The  Committee  on  French, 
British,  and  Spanish  Land  Claims,"  to  whom 
claims  of  this  description,  exclusivelyi  might  be 
referred. 

The  Speaker  declared  that  a  motion  now  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  this  description  would  be 
out  of  order.    [See  post.] 

The  petition  offered  by  Mr.  Brent  was  then 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Crowninbhielo,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affiiirs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Julia  Lawrence,  widow  of  Captain  James  Law- 
rence, deceased,  late  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  accompanied  by  a  bill  further  extending 
the  term  of  half-pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and 
children  of  officer^  seamen,  and  marines,  who 
died  in  the  pubUc  service ;  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  C,  from  the  same  committee,  also  made  a 
report  on  the  petition  of  Penelope  Denny,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  making  provision  for  her  sup- 
port ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  second  unfavorable 


U7 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


848 


H.  OF  R. 


Foreign  Land  Claims, 


December,  1823. 


report  on  the  case  of  the  levy  court  of  Calvert 
county,  in  the  State  of  Maryland ;  which  was 
'<:ommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams's  resolution^  offered  yesterday, 
^was  called  up,  and,  on  motion  of  the  original 
mover,  the  resolution  was  modified  by  omitting 
the  word  "  present." 

Mr.  Webster  took  this  occasion  to  state  to  the 
House  that  he  should  move  for  the  consideration, 
on  this  day  fortnight,  of  the  resolution  which  he 
submitted  some  days  ago,  proposing  to  send  a 
mission  to  Greece.  . 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Williams  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  it 
was 

Resolved,  That,  in  addition  to  six  hundred  copies 
of  the  public  docaments,  ordered  to  be  printed  by  a 
reaolve  of  this  House,  passed  on  the  25th  day  of 
March,  1818,  the  further  number  of  thirty  copies  be 

grinted,  to  supply  the  present  deficiency  for  the  mem- 
ers  of  the  House. 

[This  is  to  supply  the  additional  number  of 
members  introduced  into  this  House,  under  the 
new  apportionment,  according  to  the  late  census.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Call,  the  Committee  on 
Naval^  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  naval  depot  in  the 
harbor  of  Fensacola. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  that  the  House  do  come 
to  the  following  resolution : 

Resohedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Cumberland 
Road  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  examination  and  snrvey  of  the  routes  from 
Washington,  in  Pennsylvania,  by  Steuben vilie,  in 
Ohio,  and  Wellsburg,  in  Virginia,  to  ascertain  if  a 
less  expensive  and  more  eligible  route  can  be  found, 
for  the  National  road,  from  Washington  to  Columbus, 
the  seat  of  government  of  Ohio,  than  the  one  hereto- 
fore proposed ;  and,  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expedi« 
ency  of  changing  the  location  of  said  road. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  disagreed  to  by 
the  House. 

FOREIGN  LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Owen  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  be 
styled  *«The  Committee  on  French,  British,  and 
Spanish  Land  Claims." 

Mr.  Campbell  objected  to  this  resolution,  not 
oa  its  principle,  to  which  he  had  no  objection,  but 
because  its  phraseoloffy  was  so  general  and  ex- 
tensive as  to  embrace  the  whole  of  the  cases  arising 
under  the  cessions  of  Louisiana  and  the  Flori- 
das-— cases  which  had  hitherto  been  assigned  to 
the  two  standing  Committees  on  Public  Lands 
and  Private  Land  Claims,  of  which  committees 
the  principal  business  arose  out  of  claims  of  this 
description.  Mr.  Campbell  wished  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  to  understand  that  he  was 
not  averse  to  the  appointment  of  such  a  commit- 
tee as  he  desired — on  the  contrary  he  wished  for 
it;  but  he  was  confident  that  the  gentleman 
would,  himself,  perceive,  on  reflection,  that  the 
language  of  the  resolution  was  too  broad. 

Mr.  Scott  expressed  a  hope  that  the  mover  of 


the  resolution  would  not  include  Missouri  in  its 
provisions,  as  he  was  averse  from  having  the 
claims  arising  in  that  State,  under  French  and 
Spanish  grants,  in  any  manner  mixed  with  the 
British  claims,  and  he  believed  the  same  wbh  wai 
entertained  by  the  delegate  from  Arkansas.  He 
therefore  moved,  as  an  amendment,  an  exception 
of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  the  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas from  the  operation  of  the  resolation. 

Mr.  Owen  accepted  this  amendment  as  a  modi- 
fication of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Taylor  observed  that,  as  this  was  a  propo- 
sition to  create  a  new  committee,  and  of  a  pei- 
manent  character,  it  demanded  some  deliberatioa. 
The  House  had  already  two  standing  Committees 
on  Land  Claims ;  formerly  there  had  been  bat 
one  such  committee.  The  House  had  already 
subdivided  the  duty  of  considering  these  claims, 
and  before  they  went  farther,  he  thoaght  some 
reflection  was  requisite.  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  resolution  lie  on  the  table.  In  which  the 
mover  and  the  House  concurred,  and  the  resola- 
tion was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Beecher,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  bill  for 
the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road,  reported 
yesterday,  be  now  taken  up  and  considered;  and 
the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  65,  nays  81. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  22. 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
insurance  companies  and  merchants  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  may  adopt  measures  to  procure 
them  redress  for  spoliations  committed  on  the 
lawful  commerce  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  by  French  cruisers ;  which  memorial  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hemphill  also  presented  a  memorial  and 
petition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  pray- 
ing for  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the  General  Gor- 
ernment  in  carrying  the  contemplated  canal  into 
effect ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  McCoy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
inade  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Brintnel  Hob- 
bins,  accom{)anied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commit^^ 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll,  of 
Duddington,  and  others;  which  was  read  tvice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Loudon  Case ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Livingston  laid  the  following  resolations 
on  the  table  for  consideration  on  to  morrow,  viz: 

Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  be 
directed  to  report  what  progress  has  been  made  iQ 
erecting  ligbthousea  on  tne  Dry  Tortugas,  and  at  or 
near  Cape  Florida ;  and  that  he  also  report  whether 
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the  iecarity  of  the  navigation  of  the  Galf  Stream,  be- 
tween Florida  and  the  Bahama  Banks,  doei  not 
reqoire  the  erection  of  Kghthoasee,  or  beacons,  or  the 
pladog  of  baojfl  or  floating  Ughta  on  some  other  places, 
on  or  near  the  coast  of  Florida. 

Rttohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  negotiate  with  the  GoTernment  of 
Great  Britain  for  a  cession  of  so  much  land  on  the 
Itland  of  Abaco,  at  or  near  the  Hole  in  the  Wall,  and 
at  such  other  places,  within  the  acknowledged  domin- 
ion of  that  Power,  on  the  islands,  keys,  or  shoals,  on 
the  Bahama  Banks,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  erec- 
tion and  support  of  lighthoases,  beacons,  buoys,  or 
floating-lights,  for  the  secarity  of  navigation  over  and 
near  the  said  banks,  and  to  be  used  solely  for  snch 
purposes. 

Haokedf  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to 
aacertain  and  report  to  this  House,  whether  the  rocks 
called  the  double-headed  shot  keys,  or  any  other  of  the 
rocks  or  desert  islets,  near  the  Bahama  banks,  but 
separated  therefrom  by  a  deep  channel,  and  on  which 
the  securiQr  of  navigation  of  the  Gulf  of  Florida  re- 
qnires  that  lighthouses  or  beacons  should  be  placed, 
are  within  the  dominion  of  any  and  what  foreign 
Kingdom  or  State,  or  whether  they  are  not  now  sub- 
ject Co  be  appropriated  by  the  right  of  occupancy. 

Mr.  Her  RICK  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz : 

Heaoieed,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  extent 
of  each  poet  route  in  the  United  States;  the  num- 
ber of  miJes  the  mail  is  annually  transported  on 
each  route,  with  the  annual  eipense  of  transportation, 
under  eiieting  contracts,  and  the  amount  of  postage, 
which  accrued  on  each  route,  after  deducting  the  com- 
pensation of  postmasters  and  incidental  expenses,  for 
one  year  next  preceding  the  first  day  of  April  last. 

Mr.  Breck  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz : 

Beaohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  furnish  this  House  with  the  amount  of  ex- 
ports from  the  United  States  to  Greece,  Asia  Minor, 
and  Egypt,  during  the  years  1820,  1821,  and  1822; 
tlao,  the  amount  of  imports  therefrom,  for  the  same 
period,  distinguishing,  in  separate  columns,  the  coun- 
tries under  the  control  of  the  Turkish  Government, 
from  those  possessed  by  the  Greeks  in  arms ;  also,  the 
unoQnt  of  duties  paid  on  said  imports  into  the  Trea- 
foiy  of  the  United  Sutes. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  unfa- 
Torable  to  the  petition  of  Garret  Fountain,  which 
was  some  days  ago  laid  on  the  table,  was  taken 
up  and  read. 

Mr.  Tyson  moved  that  the  negative  particle  in 
the  report,  which  determines  against  the  petitioner, 
be  stricken  out. 

On  which  Mr.  Williams  called  for  the  reading 
of  a  report  of  the  Third  Auditor,  on  the  case  in- 
volred  m  the  bill ;  after  which,  Mr.  Stobrs  moved 
tiuit  the  report  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
^bole,  and  be  printed ;  which  was  carried. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah  Man- 
ning, of  New  Jersey ;  which,  having  been  con- 
sidered, was  reportea  without  amendment ;  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  W.  Bacot, 
Postmaster  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  ajp- 
propria tinff  a  sum  of  money  paid  by  him  for 
amount  of  a  reward  paid  for  apprehension  of  a 
mail  robber.^  The  report  of  the  committee  upon 
the  ease  having  been  read,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Shaeffer,  (a  cor- 
poral in  the  Army,)  who  obtained  his  discharge 
after  twenty  months'  service,  and  now  asks  tor 
the  bounty  in  land ;  and  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  on  the  petition, 
having  been  read,  Mr.  Sterling,  of  Connecticut, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill, 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  it.    This  motion 

fave  rise  to  a  debate  of  something  like  an  hour, 
t  was  supported  by  Mr.  Sterling,  and  opposed 
by  Mr.  W.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, of  Ohio,  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
which  renorted  it.  Finalljr,  the  motion  was  nega- 
tived, ana  the  bill  being  reported  to  the  House, 
was,  after  a  few  observations,  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Louisiana,  moved  that  the  me- 
morial from  Mr.  Coxe,  agent  of  the  Marquis  of 
Maison  Rouge,  presented  by  him  a  few  days  since, 
and  laid  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  debate.  A  mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Cocke  to  refer  the  claim 
to  the  standing  Cfommittee  on  Public  Lands,  in- 
stead of  a  select  one.  The  argument  pro  and 
con  lies  in  a  small  space.  The  sreat  amount, 
importance^  and  intricacy,  of  the  claim,  were  the 
reasons  assigned  for  referring  it  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, which  was  objected  to  on  the  ground  that 
select  committees  were  always  supposed  to  be 
favorable  to  anyr  subject  referred  to  them,  whilst 
standing  committees^  selected  without  reference 
to  any  particular  claim  or  object,  might  be  con- 
sidered in  the  light  of  impartial  tribunals,  fully 
possessed,  by  ezjperience  and  inquiry,  of  the  law, 
and  the  principles  applicable  to  cases  brought  be- 
fore them. 

The  gentlemen  who  engaged  in  the  debate 
were,  on  the  one  side,  Mr.  Cocke,  Mr.  Sterling, 
Mr.  Qondict,  and  Mr.  Foot;  and,  on  the  other, 
Mr.  Brent,  Mr.  Livermore,  and  Mr.  Mallary. 

The  memorial  was  at  length  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  McDuFPiE,  from  the  committee  appointed 
^  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  recommending 
to  the  several  States  the  propriety  of  amending 
the  Constitution  of  the  tfnited  States,  in  sach 
manner  that  the  mode  of  electing  the  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress  may  be 
uniform  throughout  the  United  States;  also,  that 
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the  mode  of  choosing  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States  may  be,  in 
like  manner,  uniform ;  and,  also,  that  the  election 
of  the  said  officers  may,  in  no  event,  devoWe  upon 
the  House  of  Representatives;"  made  a  detailed 
report,  accompanied  by  a  joint  resolution,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  in  respect  to  the  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States ; 
which  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union.  The  report  and  resolution  are  as 
follows : 

The  committee,  profoundly  imprested  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  propoeitions  embraced  in  the  reeolntion 
under  which  they  have  been  appointed,  have  felt  a 
corresponding  sense  of  the  magnitude  and  difficoity 
of  the  duty  imposed  upon  them  by  the  order  of  the 
House.  To  devise  a  plan  for  the  election  of  members 
of  the  House  of  Repre^entatives,  and  of  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  SUtes,  vrhich  will 
correct  existing  and  obviate  impending  evils,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  harmonise  the  conflicting  views  of 
States,  variously  situated,  and  variously  affected  by  it, 
hss  been  the  anxious  desire  and  laborious  effort  of  the 
committee.  How  far  they  have  been  suceessful  in 
accomplishing  these  great  objects,  thev  submit  it  to 
the  indulgence  and  liberality  of  the  House  to  deter- 
mine. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides,  that 
«<  the  times,  places,  and  manner,  of  holding  elections 
for  Representatives,  shall  be  prescribed,  in  each  State, 
by  the  Legulature  thereof;  that  Congress  may,  at  any 
time,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations."  It  also 
provides,  that  '*  each  State  shall  appoint,  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  Legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a  number 
of  Electors  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators 
and  Representatives  to  which  the  State  may  be  enti- 
tled in  Congress." 

The  plan  submitted  by  the  committee,  proposes  that 
each  State  shall  be  divided  into  as  many  districts  as 
will  equal  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which  the 
State  may  be  entitled  in  Congress;  and  that  each  of 
the  said  districts  shall  elect  one  Representative.  It 
also  proposes,  that  each  of  the  said  districts  shall  choose 
one  Elector  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  the  Electors,  thus  appointed 
in  each  State  shall  have  the  two  additionsl  Blecton  to 
which  the  Stats  is  entitled. 

From  this  collated  view  of  the  existing  provisions 
and  proposed  amendments  of  the  Constitution,  it  will 
be  seen  that  a  fundamental  change  is  contemplated,  in 
reference  to  the  mode  of  choosing  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  Electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a 
change,  however,  which  counts  among  its  strongest 
claims  to  our  favorable  consideration,  its  absolute  effi- 
cacy in  preventing  changes.  For  it  will  fix  upon  uni- 
form principles  those  creative  operations  of  popular 
sovereignty,  which  are  now  liable  to  be  controlled  by 
the  diversified  and  clashing  expedients  of  twenty-four 
States,  mutually  independent.  Indeed,  an  attentive 
consideration  of  the  nature  and  functions  of  a  written 
Constitution,  will  lead  us  to  the  extraordinary  but 
manifest  conclusion  that,  in  relation  to  the  mode  of 
choosing  the  popular  branch  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture, and  of  the  Chief  Executive  Magistrate  of  the 
Republic,  we  have  no  Constitutional  provision  at  all. 


A  fixedness  and  parmanence,  not  liable  to  be  disturbed 
by  ordinary  acts  of  legislation,  are  essentially  involved 
in  the  elementary  notion  of  a  Constitution.  Accord- 
ingly, in  all  Governments  having  any  jusipretenaioot 
to  civilization  or  freedom,  it  has  been  a  primary  objed 
to  secure  those  fundamental  canons  whidtk  give  or- 
ganisation  and  impulse  to  ^e  political  i^stem,  against 
any  changes  proceeding  from  an  authority  leas  solema 
and  weighty,  than  the  source  of  sovereignty  itself. 
To  secure  liberty  against  the  violent  tyranny  of  su^ 
oessive  and  temporary  factions,  and,  ako,  against  the 
more  systematic  encroachments  of  ambition,  this  et 
traordinary  stability  of  the  law,  whioh  constitutes  lbs 
Government,  has  been  found,  by  univeiaal  experience, 
to  be  an  indispensable  safeguard.  Tet,  in  direct  vis- 
lation  of  this  primary  and  essential  principle  of  regu- 
lated freedom,  the  very  foundations  of  tlie  two  moit 
important  branches  of  this  Government  are  pennittad 
to  fluctuate  with  the  mutable  counsels  of  twenty-few 
separate  Legislatures.  The  committee,  thefefim,  be- 
lieve that  Uie  plan  proposed  is  recommended,  net 
less  by  the  conaideration  that  it  permanently  and  uai- 
formly  fixes  the  rule  which  it  introduces,  than  by  tbs 
intrinsic  superiority  of  that  rule  to  any  other  that  hst 
been  adopted,  amidst  the  changes  incident  to  the  ex- 
isting state  of  Conatitutiooal  laxity. 

Under  the  existing  system,  if  system  that  may  bt 
called,  which  is  without  system,  the  inquiry  in  the 
respective  States  is  not,  which  is  intrinsically  the  be«t 
mode  of  choosing  Representatives  in  Congrees,  and 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  but  what  is  the  best  defensive  expedient  Co 
counteract  the  regulations  of  other  States,  and  secmt 
the  utmost  relative  weight  in  the  affairs  of  the  Uaion. 
The  party  which  happens  to  have  the  ascendency  viJI 
thus  be  furnished  with  pretexts,  at  least  plausiUe  and 
imposing,  for  the  adoption  of  measures  calculated  to 
deprive  the  minority  of  their  just  rights,  and  tending 
to  produce,  as  they  invariably  have  produced,  thai 
acrimonious  political  ezcitemeot  which  inevitably  re- 
sults from  injustice  and  oppression,  however  disguised 
or  palliated  by  motives  of  public  expediency.  To  pr^ 
vent  majorities  from  exercising  this  sort  of  oppression, 
is  one  of  the  primary  objecta  of  a  written  Consti- 
tution. 

With  these  general  preliminary  views,  the  commit- 
tee will  proceed  to  the  separate  consideration  of  the 
amendments  embraced  in  the  plan  submitted  to  the 
House. 

It  has  been  seen  that  the  ^  times,  places,  and  man- 
ner," of  electing  the  members  of  this  House,  are  now 
liable  to  be  preacribed  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  subject  to  the  controUiog  and  sapeisediiij^ 
power  of  Congress. 

In  addition  to  the  remarks  already  made  oo  the  po- 
litical solecism  of  placing  it  in  the  power  <tfeverv  Sta.te 
government  virtually  to  change  the  Constitation  of 
the  Union,  the  committee  feel  bound  to  examine  brief- 
ly th^  nature  and  tendency  of  the  power  thas  vested 
in  Coagrese. 

If  it  should  happen  to  this,  as  it  has  happened  to  all 
other  free  countries,  that  the  administBation  of  thm 
Republic  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  faction ;  ai 
men  who,  having  acquired  power  by  oorrapt  oombina* 
tions,  would  be  disposed  to  retain  it  in  oppositien  to 
the  will  of  the  people  and  to  exert  it  in  opposition  to 
their  interests,  the  power  in  question  would  becooM 
exceedingly  dangerous.  It  is  in  such  periods  thst  the 
barriers  of  the  Constitution  are  most  essential;  becance 
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it  is  in  such  periods  that  those,  from  whose  relucttnt  | 
gimsp  the  sceptre  of  dominion  is  about  to  be  wrested 
bj  an  indignant  people,  are  exposed  to  the  strong- 
est hnman  temptation  to  perpetuate  their  authority 
bj  everj  desperate  expedient  not  absolutely  pro- 
hibited. 

And  does  not  the  Conrtitntion  almost  literally  place 
in  their  hands  precisely  such  an  expedient  in  the  pow- 
er of  regulating  the  elections  of  the  members  of  this 
body  1  It  is  susceptible  of  demonstration,  that  the 
derttona  might  be  so  arranged  by  a  party  in  power, 
that  a  small  minority  of  the  people  would  elect  a  ma- 
jority of  the  national  representatives.  The  mode  of 
operation  would  be  various,  according  to  vatying  cir- 
cumstances. Sometimes  the  object  would  be  accom- 
plished by  changring  the  district  into  the  general*ticket 
system  ;  sometimes  by  an  artificial  arrangement  of  dis- 
tricts; and  sometimes  by  a  skilful  combination  of  both. 
As  nothing  is  too  desperate  for  a  faction,  struggling 
for  existence,  let  us  suppose  that  they  should  pre- 
scribe, as  they  would  have  the  unquestionable  power 
to  prescribe,  that,  in  all  those  States  where  a  majority 
of  the  people  were  favorable  to  their  purposes,  the  rep- 
resentatives should  be  elected  by  a  general  ticket,  thus 
iQppressing  the  voice  of  the  minority ;  and,  that  all 
tlie  States  oppoM»d  to  their  domination,  should  be  di- 
vided into  districts,  in  such  manner  that  the  minority 
of  the  people  should  elect  a  majority  of  representatives. 
As  examples  of  such  high-handed  proceedings  are  ai- 
ready  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  several  of  the  State 
governments,  the  supposition  that  the  General  Gov- 
erninenty  wiih  more  powerful  inducements  to  mislead 
it,  will,  at  some  future  period,  pursue  a  similar  course, 
cannot  be  considered  extravagant  or  improbable. 

The  committee  therefore  feel  the  deepest  conviction, 
that  the  power  now  vested  in  Congress,  of  controlling 
the  election  of  its  own  members,  is  utterly  inconsist- 
ent with  every  just  conception  oif  Constitutional  lib- 
erty, and  ought  no  longer  to  exist. 

Having  thus  attempted  to  show  the  necessity  of  a 
plan  of  soch  permanence,  as  equally  to  exclude  the 
disturbing  influence,  both  of  the  General  and  State 
Governments,  the  Committee  propose  to  examine  the 
comparative  advantages  of  the  general  ticket  and  dis- 
trict systems  of  electing  the  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress. It  will  scarcely  be  denied,  that  a  just  regard 
for  the  relative  weight  of  each  State  in  the  afiiirs  of 
the  Union,  requires  that  one  or  the  other  of  the  sys- 
tems should  prevail  in  all  the  States.  Upon  any  ques- 
tion of  national  policy,  in  relation  to  which  the  inter- 
ests or  wishes  of  two  States  should  stand  mutually 
opposed,  it  would  be  obviously  unjust  that  the  one 
■hould  have,  by  means  of  a  general  ticket,  an  undivi- 
ded vote  in  this  House  ;  while  the  other,  electing  by 
districts,  might  be  almost  neutralized  by  her  divisions. 
It  remains,  therefore,  only  that  we  inquire  which  of 
the  two  systems  is  intrinsically  the  best. 

In  favor  of  the  general  ticket  system,  it  has  been 
urged,  with  conaiderable  plausibility,  that,  by  extend- 
ing the  spbeie  of  selection,  the  number  of  competitors, 
of  competent  qualifications,  will  be  proportionally  in- 
creased, and  that  the  influence  of  demagogues,  who 
can  only  operate  effectually  in  a  small  sphere,  will  be 
greatly  diminiahed. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  it  sometimes  happens  that 
»  particular  district  might  select  a  representative  re- 
nding out  of  its  limiUy  better  qualified  than  any  resi- 
ding within  them  ;  but,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  there 
ii  nothing  in  the  system  proposed,  which  will  prevent 


a  district  from  electing  any  resident  citlxen  of  the 
State,  without  regard  to  the  particular  place  of  his 
residence.  It  is  true  that  each  district  will  generally 
elect  one  of  its  own  citicens,  from  obvious  considera- 
tions justifying  the  preference.  But  this,  so  far  from 
being  an  objection,  would  tend  to  produce  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  talent  of  the  State,  in  every  view  desirable ; 
for  it  has  been  fbund  that  talents,  like  every  thing 
else,  will  naturally  seek  the  market  which  promises 
the  most  appropriate  reward. 

That  part  of  the  argument  under  eonstderation, 
which  assumes  that  the  district  system  is  calculated  to 
give  to  the  arts  of  demagogues  an  undue  ascendency, 
is  worthy  of  a  more  serious  consideration.  It  will  be 
admitted  that  this  system  enables  the  constituent  to 
become  better  acquainted  with  his  representative  than 
is  practicable  under  the  other.  Can  it  be  maintained, 
then,  that,  in  proportion  as  we  increase  the  opportn-* 
nities  of  the  people  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  char^ 
acter  and  qualifications  of  the  candidates,  we  diminish 
the  chances  of  a  judicious  selection  !  It  is  true,  that, 
in  a  fair  competition  before  the  people,  art  and  hy- 
pocrisy will  prevail  over  talent,  integirity,  and  inde- 
pendence t  On  the  contrary,  it  is  confidently  believed 
that  truth  will  ultimately  prevail  in  all  competitiona 
before  the  people,  if  maintained  with  an  ability  and 
firmness  equal  to  that  by  which  error  is  supported* 
This  proposition  is  the  basis  upon  which  only  a  rep* 
resentative  democracy  can  be  sustained.  If  it  be  not 
true,  it  then  becomes  eipedient  to  devise  some  scheme 
which  will  virtually  take  from  the  people  the  elective 
power.  And  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
general  ticket  system  is  precisely  of  this  description. 

In  a  State  of  any  considerable  extent,  almost  every 
candidate  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  unknown 
to  the  great  body  of  the  people.  They,  of  necessity, 
vote  by  faith,  and  not  by  knowledge ;  and  the  few 
distinguished  politicians  who  are  selected  to  concen- 
trate the  popular  opinion,  acquire  a  control  over  it 
little  short  of  the  power  of  absolute  dictation.  Uni- 
versal experience  teaches  us  that  few  men  are  to  be 
found,  of  sufficient  firmness  and  purity  to  resist  the 
temptation  to  abuse  such  power.  Cabals  and  factions 
combinations,  stimulated  by  selfish  views  of  aggran* 
dizement,  are  the  inevitable  consequences. 

But  it  is  not  to  bo  expected  that  this  sort  of  domin* 
ion  will  be  quietly  submitted  to  by  those  politicians 
who  have  no  participation  in  it  A  contest  for  the 
dictatorship  ensues,  agitating  the  community  and  de« 
stroying  the  harmony  of  society,  by  mere  personal  and 
family  feuds,  when  there  is  no  difference  of  principle 
between  the  contending  parties. 

Nor  would  the  evil  effects  of  this  state  of  things  be 
confined  to  the  State.  As  the  political  course  of  op- 
posing parties  is  very  much  determined  by  feelings  of 
mutual  antipathy,  it  would  frequently  happen  that 
when  one  party  supported  the  existing  adminiitratioa 
of  the  General  Government,  the  other  would  stand  op- 
posed to  it.  Under  these  circumstances  every  revo- 
lution produced  by  the  alternate  successes  and  defeate 
of  these  rival  parties,  might  increase  or  diminish  the 
supporters  of  the  General  Government,  by  the  whole 
number  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State  in  Con- 
gress. Besides  the  mutability  which  would  be  thus 
communicated  to  the  national  councils,  the  General 
Government,  feeling  its  power  to  be  identified  with 
the  fate  of  a  State  party,  would  be  tempted  to  interfere 
in  the  political  struggles  of  that  State.  And  when 
we  consider  the  effect  which  might  be  produced  by  the 
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jodicioai  diftribation  of  patronage  amongst  the  lead- 
en in  such  contests,  we  cannot  doubt  that  the  facility 
and  the  means  of  such  interfeience  are  equal  to  the 
temptation. 

It  maj  be  justly  said  of  the  plan  of  voting  by  a  gen« 
eral  ticket,  that  it  is  not  consistent  with  the  true  theory 
of  a  popular  representation.  The  popular  branch  of 
the  National  Legislature  should  exhibit  a  faithful 
image  of  the  people.  W^hen,  for  example,  a  State  is 
divided  in  its  interests  and  opinions,  when  some  dis- 
tricts are  agricnltural,  some  manufacturing,  and  some 
commercial,  and,  if  you  will,  when  some  are  republi- 
can and  some  federal,  each  of  those  districts  of  people 
should  have  a  fair  representation  in  Congress.  Be- 
cause one  interest  or  one  party  happen  to  be  predom- 
inant in  a  State,  it  is  no  adequate  reason  that  the  rest 
should  be  disfranchised  and  have  no  voice  in  the  na- 
tional councils.  This,  indeed,  would  not  be  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  people,  but  of  the  States ;  giving  to 
this  House  a  federal,  instead  of  a  popular  origin  and 
character. 

A  little  reflection  will  convince  us  that  this  is  not  a 
mere  nominal  distinction.  Upon  all  the  great  politi- 
cal questions,  by  which  this,  like  all  other  free  Gov- 
ernments, must  be  often  divided  into  parties,  the  gen- 
eral ticket  system,  by  entirely  suppressing  the  voice 
of  the  minority,  would  cause  the  representation  from 
each  State,  in  Congress,  to  be  unanimous,  on  one 
side  or  the  other.  Thus  would  States  be  arrayed 
against  States  on  this  floor,  stimulated  by  pride,  heated 
by  collisions,  and  estranged  by  feelings  of  rivalry,  and 
throwing  into  the  discussions  here  all  the  violence  of 
local  feelings  and  loc^l  prejudices.  By  the  inevitable 
tendency  of  this  state  of  things  to  produce  a  geograph- 
ical formation  of  parties,  we  need  not  the  prophetic 
spirit  of  Washington  to  warn  us  that  the  harmony  of 
the  Union  would  be  destroyed,  and  perhaps  its  exist- 
ence endangered. 

Every  thing  that  tends  to  strengthen  the  peculiar 
and  exclusive  feelings  of  State  pride  and  sectional 
prejudice,  inevitably  weakens  the  bonds  of  the  Union. 
We  are,  therefore,  urged,  by  all  the  considerations 
that  attach  us  to  this  great  palladium  of  our  security 
and  happiness,  to  adopt  such  an  organization  as  will 
break  those  large  masses  of  political  power,  whose 
collisions  can  never  fail  to  shake  our  system  to  its 
deepest  foundation.  It  ought  never  to  be  forgotten, 
that  the  citizens  of  this  Republic,  though  subdivided 
into  States  for  certain  essential  purposes,  are  one 
people,  in  all  that  relates  to  the  General  Government. 
Born  to  a  common  inheritance,  purchased  by  the  toils, 
the  sacrifices,  and  the  blood  of  their  common  ances- 
tors, they  should  be  united,  not  less  by  the  ties  of 
common  sympathy  and  kindred  feeling,  than  by  those 
of  common  interest.  With  a  view  to  give  strength 
and  durability  to  these  essential  bonds  of  union,  it  is 
of  the  utmost  consequence  that  the  local  minorities  in 
the  several  States,  and  various  geographical  divisions 
of  our  extensive  country,  should  have  a  fair  and  foil 
representation  in  Congress.  In  periods  of  deep  polit- 
ical excitement,  nothing  is  better  calculated  to  allay 
sectional  animosities,  and  subdue  the  angry  spirit  of 
faction,  than  the  mediatorial  influence  of  such  repre- 
sentatives. 

The  committee  propose  now  to  consider,  more  par- 
ticularly, that  part  of  the  resolution  committed  to  their 
charge,  which  makes  it  their  duty  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  uniform  mode  of  appoint- 
ing the  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States. 


Three  modes  now  prevail  in  the  diffBrent  Suto.  In 
some,  the  appointment  is  made  by  the  LegisUture; 
in  some,  by  iiie  people,  voting  a  general  ticket ;  lad 
in  some,  by  the  people,  voting  by  districti.  By  giving 
each  of  these  modes  a  separate  consideration,  we 
shall  be  the  better  enabled  to  ascertain  the  relative 
merits  of  that  which  is  submitted  to  the  Home  k  iti 
adoption. 

Pre-existing  bodies,  suffieiently  small  andpermi- 
nent  to  be  exposed  to  the  tampering  and  sedQctive 
arts  of  intrigue   and   corruption,  ought  to  have  do 
agency  in  the  election  of  a  President  of  the  Uiiit^ 
States,  upon  any  ground  short  of  absolute  ntemtj. 
State  Legislatures  are  bodies  of  this  description,  i&d 
there  is  no  pretence  of  a  necessity  for  interpoungthca 
between  the  people  and  the  Electoral  Collage.    Ac- 
cording to  the  true  conception  of  our  political  lyitea. 
the  people  exercise  the  elective  power.    When,  froa 
considerations  of  convenience,  agents  are  appointed 
for  this  special  purpose,  it  is  not,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
legislative  trust,  to  exercise  their  own  judgmentf,  bat 
simply  to  execute  the  popular  will     The  aasumpuoo, 
that  the  Legislatures  would  make  a  better  choice  than 
the  people,  involves  the  admission  that  their  choiee 
would  be  diflerent  from  that  of  the  people ;  an  admis- 
sion which,  if  the  foregoing  view  be  correct,  farniibei, 
in  itself,  an  unanswerable  objection  to  the  interpofi- 
tion  of  such  an  agency.     In  proportion,  therefore,  a 
the  number  of  intermediate  agencies  is  increased,  the 
chances  are  multiplied  that  the  will  of  the  people  v3i 
be  defeated,  in  the  choiee  of  a  Chief  Magistrate.   Tb< 
committee  have  no  confidence  in  that  sort  of  aitificiii 
and  complicated  machinery,  through  which  some  sup- 
pose it  necessary  to  filtrate  the  popular  will,  in  orda] 
to  purify  and  enlighten  it.     The  stream  of  elecUv^ 
sovereignty   is  no  where  so   pure  as  at  ita  eoarcej 
Every  remove  from  this,  is  an  advance  in  a  coom 
inevitably  ending  in  corruption.     Indeed,  it  ii  appa^ 
ent,  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  by  ordaining 
that  *'  each  State  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner  u  t^ 
Legislature  thereof  may  prescribe,"  the  Electors  of  Pre| 
sident  and  Vice  President,  intended  to  exclude  the  l» 
gislatures  from  making  the  appointment  themeelTes. 
That  this  is  the  true  interpretation  of  the  Conidtotid^ 
is  abundantly  obvious,  as  well  from  the  fair  import  a 
the  words  of  that  instrument,  as  from  the  profoondes 
commentary  ever  written  on  iL     The  authors  of  thj 
<*  Federalist,"  in  speaking  of  the  election  of  the  Pr^ 
dent,  use  these  words :  "  it  was  desirable  that  the  sens 
of  the  people  should  operate  in  the  choice  of  a  persoi 
to  whom  so  important  a  trust  was  to  be  confided.  Thi 
end  will  be  answered  by  committing  the  right  of  mal^ 
ing  it,  not  to  any  pre-established  body,  but  to  mel 
chosen  by  the  people  for  the  special  porposs,  and  i 
the  particular  conjuncture." 

Whatever  objections  may  be  urged  against  the  a^ 
pointment  of  the  Electors  by  the  people,  do  one,  it  j 
presumed,  will  allege  that  corruption  will  find,  'i 
that  mode  of  proceeding,  any  acope  lor  its  operatioj 
Neither  have  we  any  just  ground  to  apprehend  thj 
intrigue,  operating  by  means  less  palpable  than  cd 
ruption,  and  appealing  to  motives  less  profligate  th^ 
venality,  will  produce  any  impressien  upon  the  tsj 
of  ten  millions  of  freemen,  scattered  over  the  vast  dj 
main,  which  is  their  favored  inheritance.  The  w 
that  these  prindples  are,  from  their  very  natore,  i^ 
capable  of  acting  upon  multitudes,  would  prevt^ 
them  from  operating  upon  the  people,  even  if  we  bj 
not  the  higher  security  Aimished  by  their  virtae  ai 
patriotism.  ' 
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But  it  ifl  fireqacnUy  objected,  that  the*gTeat  maM  of 
tJK  people  are  not  aofficiently  iotelligeot  to  decide 
opon  the  qoalificationa  of  so  important  an  officer  as 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  great  Republic ;  and  yet, 
that,  in  Toting  for  Electors,  who  are  merely  the  organs 
of  their  will,  they  in  ^ct  determine  that  question.  As 
the  history  of  all  nations,  of  any  considerable  extent, 
fives  tt  least  a  plausible  coloring  to  this  objection,  it 
doenres  to  be  deliberately  examined.  No  political 
principle  is  more  firmly  established  by  the  experience 
of  oatioDB,  than  that  the  freedom  of  political  institu- 
iocs  cannot  rise  higher  than  the  intelligence  of  the 
people.  AH  attempts  to  erect  free  Governments  upon 
any  other  basis  than  an  intelligent  population,  haye 
alwaji  resalted,  and  must  ever  result,  in  re-action  and 
diiaiter.  If,  therefore,  the  committee  could  believe 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  not  sufficiently 
intelligent  to  perform  so  essential  a  function  of  pop- 
ular aovereignty  as  the  election  of  their  Chief  Magis- 
trate, they  could  not  resist  the  unwelcome  conclusion, 
that  oor  system  of  gOTernment  is  but  a  delusif e  hope, 
icttiog  Dpon  unsubstantial  foundations,  and  contain- 
ing within  itself  the  principles  of  rapid  degeneracy 
and  certain  dissolution.  Responsibility  to  the  people, 
all  must  admit,  is  the  only  adequate  security  for  free- 
dom, the  great  conaervative  principle  of  a  representa- 
tive goTemment.  And  what  would  be  the  value  of 
the  responsibility  of  a  public  agent  to  a  people  not 
capable  of  electing  him  1  If,  therefore*  it  could  be 
shown  that  the  people  are  not  competent  to  elect  the 
President,  an  argument  would  result,  which  it  would 
be  difficalt  to  resist,  in  favor  of  those  political  combi- 
nations which,  under  various  forms  and  pretences,  are 
ever  ready  to  assume  the  province  of  dictating  to  the 
people,  and  which  can  only  be  regarded,  when  habitual 
ud  permanent,  as  aynonymous  with  corruption. 

Under  these  drcumstances,  we  have  a  source  of  just 
consolation  and  pride  in  the  reflection  that,  in  all  that 
niates  to  the  maintenance  and  enjoyment  of  a  system 
of  practical  freedom,  history  has  ied  no  record  of  a 
pnple  at  all  to  be  compared  to  the  citizens  of  these 
United  Sutes. 

A  Teiy  brief  notice  of  the  prominent  circumstances 
which  distinguish  our  social  and  political  condition 
from  that  of  the  republican  nations  of  antiquity,  and  of 
theciTilized  nations  of  modem  Europe,  will  furnish,  at 
once,  the  evidence  and  the  explanation  of  this  supe- 
riority. 

No  estimate  of  the  comparative  condition  of  this 
lod  the  ancient  repubiies  can  be  just  which  does  not 
embrace  the  invention  of  the  art  of  printing,  and  the 
consequent  eaublishment  of  a  free  press.  These- 
eaoaes  alone  have  produced  a  permanent  revolution  in 
the  political  condition  of  the  human  race.  Societies 
of  freemen  have  been  improved  and  enlarged  to  a  de- 
gree utterly  unattainable  without  these  efficient  means 
of  difiiuing  intelligence,  and  the  republican  system 
bts  consequently  received  a  modification  and  exten- 
iion  which  the  wisdom  of  antiquity  would  have  pre- 
nounced  impossible.  The  hanngpies  of  their  orators, 
ielivered  to  collected  multitudes,  were  almost  the  only 
neans  of  political  intelligence  enjoyed  by  the  people 
of  the  ancient  republics.  The  extent  of  a  republic, 
or,  in  other  words,  of  a  government,  emanating  from 
the  people,  and  responsible  to  theiki,  is  confined,  by  an 
UDperioos  political  necessity,  to  such  limits  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  central  administration  may  be 
promptly,  certainly,  and  generally,  communicated  to 
^«  extremes  of  the  oooatry.    Adveitingi  therefore,  to 


the  limited  means  of  communicating  intelligence  pos- 
sessed by  the  ancients,  the  reason  is  apparent  why 
their  republics  were  so  extremely  contracted.  They 
were,  of  necessity,  simple  democracies ;  and,  in  the 
days  of  their  greatest  purity  and  splendor,  the  portion 
of  the  people  which  really  governed  was  confined  to 
their  chief  cities,  because  that  portion  alone  was  with- 
in the  reach  of  the  only  existing  sources  of  political 
intelligence.  On  the  contrary,  the  great  body  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  dispersed  over  an  im- 
mense region,  to  whose  soil  they  are  attached  by  the 
strongest  ties,  receive  daily,  in  the  tranquillity  of  re- 
tirement, firom  books,  documents,  legislative  discus- 
sions, and  the  chronicles  of  passing  events,  that  knowl- 
edge of  the  affaire  of  the  Republic,  which  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  received  almost  entirely  from  the  occa« 
stonal  debates  of  their  orators  before  the  assemblies  of 
the  people.  It  is,  therefore,  extremely  obvious  that 
any  inference  unfavorable  to  the  political  capabilities 
of  the  American  people,  which  can  be  drawn  from  the 
history  of  those  republics,  must  be  founded  upon 
loose  analogies,  calculated  rather  to  delude  than  to 
enlighten. 

A  comparison  between  the  United  States  and  the 
civilized  nations  of  modern  times,  will  lead  to  results 
equally  flattering. 

All  the  great  political  societies  of  modern  Europe, 
having  a  feudal  origin,  are  constructed  upon  feudal 
principles.  A  permanent  inequality  of  property,  main- 
tained by  law,  and  consecrated  by  usage,  has  natural- 
ly produced  the  extremes  of  a  proud  aristocracy  and 
a  degraded  populace,  without  any  intermediate  power 
sufficient  to  control  their  irregular  tendencies.  In 
such  a  state  of  things,  it  is  not  difficult  to  conceive 
that  a  popular  election  of  the  Chief  Executive  Magis- 
trate would  throw  the  hostile  elements  of  society  into 
such  violent  collision  as  to  involve  in  anarchy  and 
ruin  all  that  is  sacred  in  the  institutions  of  the  country* 
But  all  the  American  communities  which  compose  the 
United  SUtes,  are  essentially  different,  both  in  their 
origin  and  construction,  firom  those  of  modern  Europe* 
Our  ancestore,  in  the  full  maturity  of  reason,  with  no 
consecrated  errora  to  embarrass  them,  reared  up,  from 
its  simplest  elements,  a  system  of  practical  freedom ; 
and,  from  the  firat  settlement  of  the  country,  every 
successive  generation  has  been  accustomed  to  exercise 
the  functions  of  self-government,  in  every  form,  and 
in  every  variety  of  combinations.  Nor  are  we  less 
favorably  distinguished  in  the  composition  of  our 
social  system,  than  in  its  origin. 

The  abolition  of  the  laws  of  primogeniture  has  pro- 
duced a  general  equality  of  property,  and  this  again, 
together  with  the  equality  of  civil  and  political  privi- 
leges, has  produced  a  general  diffusion  of  knowledge, 
of  which  history  furnishes  no  example.  Almost  the 
entire  mass  of  our  population  corresponds,  in  charac- 
ter and  situation,  with  what  is  denominated  the  mid- 
dle interest  in  England,  and  which  is  justly  considered, 
by  her  most  enlightened  statesmen,  as  the  soundest 
part  of  her  population.  In  extending  the  elective  sys- 
tem in  the  United  States,  therefore,  beyond  all  former 
precedents,  we  do  nothing  more  than  adapt  our  po- 
litical to  our  social  system.  In  fiact,  so  widely  differ- 
ent is  our  situation  from  that  of  any  other  nation,  that 
it  may  be  truly  said  that  the  people  would  be  less  lia- 
ble to  make  an  injudicious  choice  of  a  chief  magistrate 
than  of  any  other  important  officer  of  the  Government. 

I  Such  is  the  admirable  distribution  and  subordination 
of  politiMl  powers  in  our  system,  and  such  the  variety 
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of  practical  schoola  of  preparation  and  trial  through 
which  a  stateamaa  must  paM,  before  he  can  aapire, 
with  any  just  or  reasonable  eipectalions  of  success,  to 
the  highest  office  in  the  Republic,  that  the  qualifica- 
tions and  pretensions  of  the  candidates  can  always  be 
determined  by  the  wisdom  of  their  past  measures,  and 
the  importance  of  their  past  services.  As  these  are 
the  only  indications  of  wisdom  upon  which  it  would 
be  safe  to  rely,  in  the  selection  of  an  officer  of  such 
vast  responsibility  and  importance,  it  is  satisfactory  to 
reflect  that  they  are  indications,  also,  of  so  palpable  a 
kind,  that  they  cannot  fail  to  make  their  just  impres* 
•ion,  both  upon  the  intelligence  and  gratitude  of  an 
enlightened  and  patriotic  people. 

But  another  objection,  of  a  kindred  spirit  with  that 
*  which  has  been  just  considered,  n  frequently  urged 
ttgsinst  the  change  proposed.  It  is  said  that  the  a|H 
pointment  of  Electon  by  the  people,  would  so  directly 
uvoWe  the  canvass  for  the  Presidency  itself,  as  to  pro- 
duce a  degree  of  popular  excitement  subversive  of  the 
order  and  peace  of  society.  The  remarks  already  of- 
fered, in  relation  to  the  dispersion  of  our  population, 
the  peculiar  structure  of  our  society,  and  the  general 
diffiision  of  intelligence,  are  sufficient,  to  show,  that 
nothing  in  the  experience  of  other  countries  can  be 
regarded  as  a  just  foundation  for  such  an  appnhcnsion. 
But,  there  are  other  views  of  the  subject,  which  will 
lead  us  to  the  conclusion,  tl^at  the  tendency  of  the 
proposed  change,  upon  which  this  object  is  founded, 
IS  one  of  its  strongest  recommendations. 

The  order  of  social  virtues  and  social  duties  in  the 
United  Slates,  is  nearly  the  reverse  of  that  which  ex- 
isted amongst  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  In  an  ordi- 
nary state  of  things,  vvhen  no  great  emergency  calls 
for  patriotic  sacrifices,  the  duty  which  principally  en- 
grosses the  feelings  and  the  efforts  of  an  American 
fiitixen,  is  to  make  provision  for  his  comfortable  sub- 
Mstence,  and  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  his  family. 
Whereas,  the  first  consideration  of  a  Greek  or  a  Ro- 
man eilixen,  both  in  peace  and  in  war,  was  the  glory 
of  his  country.  Our  tendency,  therefore,  is  to  give 
too  exclusive  an  attention  to  private  pursuits,  and  sink 
ioto  indifference  in  relation  to  the  general  concerns  of 
the  Republic ;  while  the  tendency  of  the  Greeks  and 
Romans  was  to  intermeddle  perpetually  in  public  aP* 
lairs,  to  the  neglect  and  detriment  of  their  private  con- 
cerns* Our  danger,  therefore,  is  too  much  popular 
apathy ;  theirs,  was  too  much  popular  excitement 
And  tboagh  the  state  of  things  existing  here,  is  more 
deeply  founded  in  nature,  and  furnishes  a  more  sub- 
stantial basis  for  a  durable  and  extended  system  of  lib- 
erty, it  certainly  indicates  the  necessity  of  such  Con- 
stitutional arrangements  as  will  rouse  the  attention  of 
the  people  to  so  great  a  national  question  as  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Chief  Magistrate.  No  stronger  evidence 
need  be  offered,  of  the  existence  of  such  a  neceraity, 
than  the  actual  state  of  public  opinion  on  that  subject, 
at  this  moment,  in  many  parts  of  the  Union.  The 
people  have  been  so  long  accustomed  to  have  no  prac- 
tical agency  in  the  election  of  a  President,  that  the 
idea  is  not  uncommon,  that  they  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  As  the  inevitable  tendency  of  this  state  of 
popular  indifference,  is  to  increase  the  power  and  in- 
fluence of  political  managers  and  unprincipled  combi- 
nations, it  is  of  the  last  importance  that  it  should 
be  corrected,  if  possible.  The  committee  are  of  the 
opinion,  that  the  plan  submitted  will  furnish  the  re- 
medy. 
But  it  yet  remains  that  we  inquire  whether  the  peo- 


ple should  vote  by  a  general  ticket,  or  by  distiicts.  The 
committee  will,  therefore,  proceed  to  state  the  coniid* 
erations  which  have  induced  them  to  adopt  the  lattv 
system.  It  was  as  evidently  the  intention  of  the 
framers  of  the  Conatitution,  as  it  is  the  dictate  of 
sound  policy,  that  the  President  of  the  United  Sutei 
should  be  the  choice  of  the  people,  and  not  of  the 
States.  It  is  true,  they  contemplated  an  in  fusion  of 
the  federal  principle  into  the  election,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  the  Senators  to  the  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress ;  and  this  proportion  is  retained  in  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  committee. 

But,  to  extend  the  federal  principle  to  the  whole 
body  of  the  Electors,  would  be  nothing  less  than  sac- 
rificing the  rights,  the  interests,  and  the  power  of  the 
people,  to  the  false  and  imaginary  idol  of  State  con- 
solidation. 

Assuming  it  as  an  undeniable  position,  that  a  mt- 
jority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  a  rigbt 
to  elect  the  President,  and  that  the  will  of  such  ma- 
jority ought  to  prevail,  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  the 
ayatem  of  voting  by  a  general  ticket  would  render  thii 
fundamental  principle  of  our  Government  the  sport  of 
aecidental  combinations.  Six  of  the  States,  for  exaia- 
pie,  if  they  give  a  unanimous  vote,  can  elect  the  Pre 
sident.  But,  if  they  vote  by  a  general  ticket,  the  eao- 
didate  who  obtains  a  hare  majority  of  the  popnUr  vote, 
reeeivea  the  unanimous  Electoral  vote  of  the  Sute. 
So  that,  aasuming  the  population  of  the  United  Statei 
to  be  eight  millions,  a  little  more  that  two  millions  ^ 
the  people  might  elect  the  President.  Lot  ns  agais 
suppose  that  there  are  two  States,  one  containing  niai 
hunidred  thousand  people,  and  entitled  to  thirty  Elec- 
toral votes,  and  the  other  containing  eight  fanndre^ 
thouaand  people,  and  entitled  to  twenty-aix  Electoni 
votes.  Let  us  further  suppose,  that  there  are  two  caa- 
didates  for  the  Presidency,  of  whom  one  is  support«4 
by  Av9  hundred  thousand  of  the  people  of  the  fint 
supposed  S^te,  and  the  other  by  the  remaining  foar 
hundred  thousand,  and  the  entire  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand of  the  other  State.  Under  these  circumstances, 
the  candidate  who  obtains  the  support  of  only  five  hun- 
dred thousand  of  the  people,  would  receive  thirty  Elec- 
toral votes,  while  twelve  hundred  thousand  peopfe  | 
could  give  the  opposing  candidate  only  twenty-aix  \  : 
According  to  this  system  of  false  equations,  a  large 
minority  of  the  people  is  precisely  equal  to  no  minori-  ' 
ty  at  all.  By  thus  entirely  excluding  the  State  mi- 
norities from  the  calculation,  in  making  up  the  gene- 
ral aggregate,  the  people  are  literally  immolat^.  bj 
hundreds  of  thousands,  at  the  shrine  of  sn  artificial 
and  delusive  system,  which,  by  making  a  msji>rity 
equal  to  the  whole  in  each  State,  gives  s  minority  an 
equal  chance  for  the  ascendency  in  the  UoioD. 

The  true  popular  principle,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  is  that  which  prevails  in  all  other  popular 
elections  throughout  the  United  States.  In  the  elec- 
tion, for  example,  of  the  Governor  of  a  State,  bj  the 
people,  a  candidate  doea  not  count  the  unauimous  vote 
of  every  county  where  he  happens  to  obtain  a  ma- 
jority, but  the  respective  majorities  of  the  several  can- 
didates are  added  to  their  respective  minoritiea,  and 
the  aggregates  thus  proilucedare  taken  as  the  true  ex- 
pression of  the  popular  will.  If,  then,  in  all  that  re- 
lates to  the  **  common  defence  and  general  welf^ire,*' 
the  people  of  the  United  States  are  really  to  be  re- 
garded as  one  people ;  if  all  the  citixens  of  the  Re- 
public, whether  their  lot  happens  to  be  cast  on  the  one 
side  or  the  other  of  an  imaginary  linc^are  e^ualij  ec- 
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iUed  to  their  ^ota  and  their^oice  ia  the  common  con- 
srns  and  common  conncUs  of  the  Union ;  if  it  be 
rise  to  exclude  from  thoee  coancila  the  peculier  and 
Kcliui^e  feelingi  of  Statei ;  and  if  the  man  who  is 
t  preside  over  the  common  destinies  of  all,  should 
ive  pecoliar  obligations  to  discharge,  and  peculiar 
eitngs  to  indnlge,  towards  none  of  the  States ;  we 
re  under  the  most  solemn  obligations  to  reject  a  plan 
ir  electing  the  President,  which  would  array  States 
^aioft  States  in  ambitions  conflict  for  the  mastery, 
ad  equally  sacrifice  the  inalienable  righta  of  the 
!opie,  and  the  general  harmony  of  the  Union. 

But  there  b  another  objection  to  the  system  of  yot- 
ig  by  a  general  ticket,  which  the  committee  consider 
rxanswerable. 

It  ii  a  practical  proposition,  conclusively  established 
f  the  experience  of  all  the  States  where  the  ezperi- 
lent  has  been  made,  that  this  system  tends,  by  an 
levitable  necessity,  to  transfer  into  the  hands  of  a 
w  the  power  of  controlling  the  entire  suflrage  of  the 
t&te.  In  a  State  entitl^  to  thirty  Electors,  and 
imposed,  perhaps,  of  fiAy  counties,  it  must  be  appa- 
:ot  that  almost  every  county  would  vote  for  an  entire 
cket  of  its  own ;  and  that  the  popular  will  would  be 
mi  exposed  to  such  distraction  as  completely  to  en- 
Miger  its  success,  without  some  means  of  giving  it 
)DcentratioD.  And  as  the  power  of  the  individuab 
ilecied  for  this  purpose  must  be  co-eztensive  with 
le  m\\i  which  it  would  be  their  objects  to  concen- 
rate,  it  woald  follow,  that  they  would  virtually  decide 
'hicb  of  the  Presidential  candidates  should  receive 
le  whole  Electoral  vote  of  the  State.  At  the  first 
)mmencement  of  such  a  system,  when  the  persons 
othed  with  the  aathority  of  uniting  the  popular  will 
ere  really  its  representatives,  no  great  evil  would  be 
tperieneed.  Bat  the  slightest  attention  to  the  his- 
»rj  of  ambition,  the  tendency  of  power,  or  the  lessons 
r  oor  own  experience,  will  convince  us  that  such 
iffibiflations  change,  in  the  natural  course  of  things, 
om  temporary  expediante  to  permanent  institutions ; 
id  that,  from  bwDg  the  mere  organs  of  the  will  of 
»  people,  they  asanme,  nnder  pretexts  which  ambi- 
M  is  seldom  at  a  loss  to  devise,  the  power  of  dictating 
'  the  people. 

b  making  these  general  remarks,  the  eoamittee 
^  cooseiaus  that  they  are  rather  recording  the  bis- 
^  of  the  times  in  which  they  live,  than  their  own 
«cQlations.  And  it  is  open  this  high  authority  that 
^  predicate  the  opinion,  that,  if  the  plan  of  voting 
r  &  general  ticket  were  established,  a  central  power 
oQld  spring  up  in  almost  every  State,  consisting  of 
le  rniing  poIiticiaBs  of  the  day,  who  would  be  bound 
'  ^«  people  by  no  tie  of  regular  responsibility,  and 
^  io  every  respect,  mors  liable  to  cabal,  intrigae,  and 
»mipiion,  than  the  Legulature  itself.  And  when  we 
'Otct  that  the  entire  Electoral  vote  of  a  State,  upon 
i^ich  the  Presidential  ejection  itself  might  turn, 
oold  frequently  depend  upon  the  integrity  of  a  few 
«n.  perhaps  of  a  single  individual,  it  is  difficult  to 
tnceive  a  state  of  things  in  which  there  would  be 
finger  inducemenU,  or  greater  facilities  for  intrigue 
nd  ceiTuption.  By  dividing  the  Sutes  into  districU, 
I  these  evils  would  be  avoided.  The  will  of  the 
Kople  would  be  fairly  expressed.  *  No  political  combi- 
*^m9  would  be  necessary  or  practicable.  Every 
!«uict  would,  at  least,  have  iU  own  centre  of  opera- 
^%  upon  which  corruption  would  be  brought  to  bear 
iih  iu  inducements  vastly  diminished,  and  its  conse- 
ttnces  proportionaUy  less  to  be  dreaded. 


The  last  branch  of  the  resolution  under  which  the 
committee  are  acting,  remains  to  be  considered. 

They  have  found  it  impracticable  absolately  to  ex- 
elude  the  possibility  of  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice  President  devolving,  in  any  event,  upon  Con- 
gpress;  but  they  believe,  under  the  plan  submitted, 
the  contingency  would  not  happen  once  in  a  century, 
upon  which  the  election  would  devolve  upon  that 
body.  They  propose,  in  the  event  of  no  person  re- 
ceiving a  majority  of  Electoral  votes  at  the  first  bal- 
loting, that  the  Electors  shall  again  meet,  forthwith, 
in  their  respective  States,  and  vote  for  the  two  persons 
having  the  highest  number  of  votes  in  the  nrst  in- 
stance. This  will  almoet  invariably  insure  an  election 
by  the  Electors  at  the  sscond  bslloting.  Indeed,  it 
may  be  fairly  presumed,  that  every  candidate  who  is 
convinced  he  cannot  be  one  of  the  two  highest,  in  the 
first  instance,  will  withdraw  from  the  contest ;  and,  in 
this  manner,  the  probability  of  an  election  at  the  first 
balloting  will  be  very  much  increased. 

This  branch  of  the  amendment  is  recommended  by 
all  the  reasons  which  can  be  urged  against  the  elec- 
tion of  the  President  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 
And  these,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  are  cogent 
and  conclusive. 

All  history  teaches  us  the  melancholy  truth  that,  in 
the  election  of  a  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  great  Republic, 
intrigue  and  corruption,  under  the  various  and  insidi- 
ous disguisee  which  they  are  capable  of  assuming,  are 
the  deleterious  principles  against  which  the  precau- 
tions of  human  wisdom  are  least  capable  of  providing 
an  effectual  resistance.  The  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  these  principles  is  in  direct  proportion  to  the 
temptation  and  the  means  of  rendering  them  efficient 
instruments  in  promoting  the  views  of  ambition. 
And  what  priie  can  hold  out  more  attractive  tempta^ 
tions  to  the  ambitious,  than  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States  ?  In  pursuit  of  what  object  is  even  a 
▼irtnous  mind  so  much  exposed  to  the  blandishing 
delusions  of  that  wretched  casuistry,  which  makes  the 
end  sanctify  the  me  anal  And  when  we  advert  to 
the  immense  store  of  patronage  which  would  be  placed 
for  distribution  in  the  hands  of  the  successful  aspirant, 
it  cannot  be  disguised,  that  he  would  have  precisely 
those  means  of  tampering  with  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  which  the  wages  of 
wickedness  might  be  received  in  the  disguise  of  vir- 
tue's recompense ;  and  the  wretch  who  sold  his  integ- 
rity, might  almost  delude  himself  into  the  belief  that 
he  was  eerviog  his  country.  It  is  exceedingly  un- 
pleasant to  indulge  the  idea,  that  the  representative* 
of  a  virtuous  and  enlightened  people  could  ever  be 
swerved  from  any  duty  by  selfish  or  sinister  views; 
but  we  have  the  authority  of  more  than  human  wis- 
dom for  saying,  '*  lead  us  not  into  temptation."  It  is 
therefore  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  committee,  that 
the  only  effectual  mode  of  preserving  our  Crovernment 
from  the  corruptions  which  have  undermined  the 
liberty  of  so  many  other  nations,  *<  is  to  confide  the 
election  of  our  Chief  Executive  Magistrate  to  those 
who  are  &rthest  removed  from  the  influence  of  his 
patronage*" 

As  long  as  the  National  Legislature  continuea  to 
have  so  direct  an  agency  in  the  election  of  the  Presi- 
dent, even  excluding  the  supposition  of  corrupt  influ- 
ence, the  most  injurious  effect  must  be  produced  upon 
the  character  of  its  members  and  the  temper  of  its  de- 
liberations. The  Ijegislators  of  the  Union  will  be  con- 
verted into  partisans  of  the  respective  candhiates  for  the 
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Presidency ;  their  rootaal  crimintiions  will  'unavoida- 
bly distract  and  embarrass  the  essential  business  of  the 
country  ;  and,  instead  of  devoting  themselves,  exclu- 
sively, to  the  great  objects  of  their  legislative  trust,  their 
time  will  be  engrossed  in  holding  consultations  and 
projecting  devices,  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  public 
opinion  on  the  Presidential  election;  and  it  would 
but  too  certainly  result,  that  principles  would  be  sacri- 
ficed to  men. 

It  may  be  fairly  assumed,  thst,  until  the  Constitu- 
tion is  amended,  the  President  of  tbe  United  States 
will,  in  general,  be  elected  virtually  by  Congress  in 
one  form  or  another.  Without  intending  to  blend 
the  consideration  of  temporary  questions  and  passing 
events  with  the  general  views  here  presented,  the 
committee  will  be  excused  for  adverting  to  the  fact, 
that  the  eventual  choice  of  the  President  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  a  mode  which  makes  a  single 
member  from  one  State  equal  to  thirty-six  from  ano- 
ther, will  always  furnish  an  argument,  or  a  pretext, 
for  those  preliminary  combinations,  which  all  admit 
to  be  evils  in  themselves,  and  only  to  be  excused  as 
the  means  of  avoiding  greater  evils.  In  this  manner, 
we  are  not  only  exposed  to  the  contingent  evil,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  Constitution  itself,  but  the  certain  evil 
of  combinations  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  avoiding 
it.  Congress  will  not  only  have  the  power  of  choos- 
ing a  President  from  the  three  persons  who  shall  re- 
ceive the  largest  number  of  electoral  votes,  but  will 
have  a  plausible  argument  in  favor  of  nominating  a 
President,  before  the  electoral  vote  has  furniahiBd 
them  with  any  certain  indication  of  popular  opinion, 
to  direct  their  choice  and  limit  the  extent  of  their  dis- 
cretion. 

It  cannot  be  disguised,  therefore,  tbat  the  tendency 
of  the  state  of  things  now  existing  under  the  Constitu* 
tion,  is  to  convert  Congress  into  a  permanent  electoral 
body.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  candidates  for 
the  Presidency,  instead  of  devoting  themselves  to  the 
service  of  the  country,  by  measures  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  and  secure  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple, will  be  tempted  to  devote  themselves  to  those  aits 
of  conciliation  and  management,  by  which  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  may  be^  most  effectually  secured  in 
their  interest.  The  ultimate  consequence  would  be, 
that  our  Chief  Magistrates  would  be  elected  by  cabals 
of  politicians,  having  views  and  interests  alien  from 
those  of  the  people,  and  that  the  country  would  be 
governed  by  a  succession  of  Actions,  each  proeeribing 
the  members  and  destroying  the  work  of  the  one 
which  preceded  it,  and  communicating  to  the  opera- 
tions of  our  system  all  the  unsteadiness  of  a  turbulent 
democracy,  and  all  the  tyranny  of  a  temporary  des- 
potism. 

The  committee,  therefore,  believe,  that  tho  only 
effectual  mode  of  rendering  the  Government  efficient 
and  steady  in  its  operations,  and  at  the  same  time 
consistent  with  the  security  of  the  general  Uberty,  is 
to  infuse  more  of  the  Democratic  principle  into  the 
election  of  the  President,  making  him,  in  fiict,  as  he 
is  in  theory,  the  choice  of  the  people. 

Having  thus  attempted  to  show,  they  trust  not  alto- 
ther  without  success,  that  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  people  imperiously  demand  that  the  proposed 
amendment  should  be  adopted,  the  committee  wiU 
offer  a  few  concluding  remarks  upon  the  manner  in 
which  the  Sutes  will  be  relatively  affiscted  by  iU 

It  may  be  justly  doubted  whether,  on  such  a  ques- 
tion as  the  present,  the  States,  as  separate  commoni- 


ties,  can  have  any  interest  different  from  that  of  the 
people  of  the  States,  considered  merely  at  portioai 
of  the  common  mass  of  our  general  population.  Bot, 
as  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  one  class  of  Sutei  «iU 
surrender,  without  an  equivalent,  the  reUtive  power 
secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution,  the  commiUM 
have  endeavored  to  introduce  into  their  plan  such  prin- 
ciples of  compromise  as  will  be  most  likely  to  teon 
a  general  acquiescence. 

The  division  of  all  the  States  into  districts  will  pre> 
vent  them  from  moving  in  consolidated  mssMs,  tad 
will  diminish  the  relative  power  of  the  Urge  Statu 
more  than  that  of  the  small  States ;  bat  for  tbiB  there 
is  sn  ample  and  equitable  equivalent,  in  the  dimin* 
ished  probability  that  the  election  of  the  President 
will  come  into  Congress,  and  in  the  surrender  b;  the 
small  States,  of  their  equal  power,  even  when  thit 
contingency  shall  happen.  This  compromise  ii  ford* 
bly  recommended  by  the  consideration  that  the  pov* 
ers  given  up,  both  by  the  large  and  the  small  Stato, 
are  powers  which  they  ought  not  in  justice  to  poMcs, 
and  which  are  not  transferred  from  one  to  another, 
but  surrendered  by  both  to  the  people. 

As  it  is  obvious  that  neither  the  large  nor  the  imill 
States  ever  will  consent,  or  perhaps  ever  ought  tooo&' 
sent,  to  correct  the  great  and  increasing  evib  of  oar 
present  system,  without  mutual  equivalents,  similar  10 
those  provided  in  the  plan  submitted  by  the  oommittee, 
the  question  for  both  to  determine  is,  whether  tbef 
will  submit  to  the  existing  evils,  great  as  they  are,  bj 
the  admission  of  all,  or  magnanimously  offer  op,oo  tbi 
altar  of  their  common  country,  powers  which  are  an- 
ther consistent  with  Uie  rights  of  the  people,  the  puritj 
of  the  Government,  or  the  harmony  of  the  Union. 

Beeolvedt  4«.,  That  the  following  amsndmeat  I0 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes  be  proposed  (« 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  Sutes,  which,  when 
ratified  by  three-fourths  thereof,  shall  be  valid,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  as  a  part  of  the  said  Constitutioa: 

'*  For  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  President  and  Visa 
President  of  the  United  States,  each  Sute  shall  be 
divided  by  the  Legislatore  thereof  into  so  manjdii- 
tricU  as  the  State  shall  be  entitM  to  Representatifsi 
in  Congress,  and  each  district  shall  be  composed  of 
contignous  or  coterminous  territory,  and  contain  a* 
nearly  as  may  be  conveniently  the  number  of  pcrsosi 
for  whom  the  State  is  entitled  to  a  Representetive  ae- 
coiding  to  the  apportionment;  which  distiieta,  wbsi 
laid  off,  may  not  be  altered  nntO  after  another  cemai 
shall  have  been  taken.  The  inhabitants  of  each  of 
the  said  districts,  who  shall  have  the  qualiiicatisojn^ 
qniaite  for  eleeton  of  the  moat  Dumerons  branch  <m 
the  State  Legislature,  shall  appoint  one  Bkem  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  having  the  mne  qi»T 
fications.  The  Electors  appointed  ahall  meet  in  tbeit 
respective  Statea,  and  appoint  the  two  othff  £lect<Hi 
to  which  the  Sute  is  entitled,  and  also  fill  up  vacancies 
if  such  there  shall  be,  from  death,  sickness,  inabili7> 
or  non-atUndance,  of  electors  appointed  by  the  people 
Tbe  whole  number  of  Electors  of  each  Sute  shall  thefl 
vote,  by  ballot,  for  the  President  and  Vice  Presiden^ 
one  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  not  be  an  iohabiUni« 
the  same  SUU  with  themselves.  They  shall  naoe  n 
their  balloU  the  peilon  voted  for  as  President,  and,  • 
distinct  balloU,  the  person  voted  for  as  Vice  Preaj 
dent ;  and  they  shall  make  lisu  of  sU  persons  voin 
for  as  President,  and  of  all  persons  voUd  for  aa  Viei 
President,  showing  the  number  of  votes  given  m 
each,  which  lUto  they  ahall  aign  and  certify,  andtzaor 
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mit,  Ktled  up,  to  the  Seat  of  the  Governnent  of  the 
United  Statef,  directed  to  the  PresideDt  of  the  Sen- 
ate, who,  on  recciviog  the  same,  ihall  call  a  joint 
meeting  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
in  which  he  shall  preside.     He  shall,  in  the  presence 
of  luch  joint  meeting,  open  all  the  certificates,  and 
the  votes  ihall  be  counted.     If  any  person  shall  have 
the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Elec- 
ton  appointed,  he  shall  be  the  President ;  and  if  no 
person  shall  have  the  votes  of  such  majority,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  shall,  by  proclamation,  and  by  noti- 
fication to  the  Executive  of  each  State,   as  also  to 
each  of  the  Electon  appointed,  declare  the  fact,  that 
no  person  is  chosen  PreMdenf^  and  the  names  of  the 
penons  having  the  two  highest  namben  of  votes. 
The  Electors  shall  thereupon  meet  agsin  in  their  re- 
spective States,  fill  up  vacancies  in  their  body,  if  any 
ibail  have  occurred,  from  death,  sickness,  inability,  or 
faiiare  to  attend,  of  any  of  the  Electors  previously  ap- 
pointed, snd  shall  then  proceed  to  vote  for  one  of  the 
penons,  as  President,  who,  at  the  first  meeting,  had 
i>ne  of  the  two  highest  numbers  of  votes  of  all  the 
Clectora ;  they  shall  make  and  transmit,  as  already 
preccribed,  lists  of  the  persons  voted  for  at  the  second 
neetiog,  which  shall  be  counted  in  like  manner  as 
he  votes  given  at  the  first  meeting;  if,  on  counting 
he  votes  given  by  the  Electors  of  such  second  meet- 
Dg,  it  shsll  appear  that  one  of  the  persons  who  had 
•ne  of  the  two  highest  numbers  of  the  votes  given  at 
he  first  meeting,  has  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  all  the 
Electors  given  at  the  second  meeting,  he  shsll  be  the 
'rtflideot;  and  if  no  person  has  such  majority,  the 
lembers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
1  joint  meeting,  shall,  without  separating,  voting  in- 
iviJoa/Jy,  and  not  by  States,  choose  the  President,  in 
anner  followiniT  •  *  majority  of  the  whole  number 
f  Senators  and  Representatives  present,  and  voting, 
(ing  necessary  to  a  choice  ;  if  there  be  two  or  more 
»«ons,  each  of  whom  have  the  highest  number  of 
lectoni  votes,  given  at  the  second  meeting,  each 
le  of  them  shall  be  chosen ;  if  there  be  only  one  per- 
n  having  the  highest  number  of  Electoral  votes,  less 
10  a  majority,  one  of  the  persons  who  have  one  of 
s  two  highest  numbers  of  votes  shall  be  chosen ; 
leoever  more  than  two  persons  shall  be  eligible  by 
)  joint  meeting,  snd  no  choice  shall  be  made  on  the 
It  ballot,  the  n amber  shall  be  reduced,  by  dropping 
•e  who  shsll  receive  the  smallest  number  of  votes, 
til  no  more  than  two  remain,  one  of  whom  shall  be 
sen  ;  if  two  persons  shaH  receive  an  equal  number 
votes,  being  each  one  moiety  of  the  whole  number 
en,  he  who  had  the  highest  number  of  Electoral 
M,  given  St  the  second  meeting,  shall  be  the  Presi- 
t ;  and  if  they  had  an  equal  number  of  votes  at 
h  second  meeting,  he  who  had  the  highest  number 
Electoral  Totee  given  at  the  first  meeting,  shall  be 
President ;  end  if  they  hsd  sn  squal  number  of 
rtoral  votes,  given  at  the  first  meeting  also,  then 
Senators   snd   Represeptstivea  shall  ballot  until 
of  them  is  chosen. 

The  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  as 
i  President,  given  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Elee- 
shall  be  the  Vice  President,  if  such  number  be  a 
»rity  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors  appointed  ; 
if  no  person  hsve  such  majority,  and  a  President 
1  not  hsve  been  chosen  at  such  first  meeting,  the 
e  proceedings  s^all  be  had  for  the  choice  of  a  Vice 
ident  as  are  prescribed  for  the  choice  of  a  Presi- 
;  but  if;   at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Electon,  t 
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President  shall  have  been  chosen,  and  a  Vice  Prsfli« 
dent  shall  not  have  been  chosen,  then,  from  the  per- 
sons having  the  two  highest  numbers  on  the  list,  the 
Senate  shall  choose  the  Vice  President;  a  quorum 
for  the  purpose  shall  consist  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
number  of  Senators ;  and  a  majority  of  the  number 
present,  and  voting,  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 

**  The  Congress  msy,  by  law,  fix  the  day  for  ap- 
pointing Electors  for  President  and  Vice  President, 
and  the  days  for  giving  their  votes  the  first  and  sec 
ond  time,  which  days  shall  be  the  same  throughout 
the  United  States ;  and  the  day  for  giving  their  votes 
the  first  time,  shsll  be  not  less  than  ten,  nor  mors 
than  twenty  days  from  the  day  fixed  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Electors. 

"  The  Legislature  of  each  State  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  the  places  of  holding  elections  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Electors,  to  prescribe  the  manner  of* voting, 
and  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  proper  persons 
to  conduct  such  elections,  with  authority  to  declare, 
definitively,  the  result  thereof ;  but  the  Congress  may, 
by  law,  mske  or  alter  such  regulations,  and  may  also 
lay  ofiT  into  districts,  for  appointing  Electors,  any 
State,  the  Legislature  whereof  shall  have  failed  to  lay 
off  the  same  as  herein  directed." 

Mr.  McDoFFiE,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  joint  resolution,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
respects  the  election  of  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives ;  which  resolution  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  The  resolution 
is  as  follows : 

Reeoived,  dec.  That  the  following  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified 
by  three-fourths  thereof,  shall  be  part  of  said  Consti- 
tution : 

«'  For  the  purpose  of  electing  representatives  in  Con- 
gress, each  State  shall  be  divided,  by  the  Legislature 
thereof^  into  as  many  districts  as  will  equal  the  number 
of  Representatives  to  which  such  State  may  be  entitled 
in  Congress,  and  each  district  shall  be  composed  of 
contiguous  or  conterminous  territory,  and  contain,  as 
nearly  as  may  be  conveniently,  the  number  of  persons 
which  entitles  the  State  to  a  representative  in  Con- 
gress, according  to  the  apportionment ;  which  districts, 
when  laid  off,  shall  not  bo  altered  until  sfler  another 
census  shall  be  taken.  Each  of  the  said  districts  ^all 
elect  one  Representative  to  Congress,  and  the  times, 
places,  and  manner,  of  holding  the  elections  in  the 
said  districts  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Legislatures  of 
the  States  respectively  ;  but  the  Congress  may,  at  any 
time,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations." 


TuBgDAT,  December  23. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Virgin ia,  John 
Flotd,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 

Mr.  Cobb  pre^tented  a  petition  of  Peter  L.  Jack- 
son, of  the  State  of  Georgia,  setting  forth  that  he 
is  a  native  of  England,  and  arrived  in  the  United 
8utes  in  the  year  1802^  a  minor;  that  he  has  not 
been  naturalized  according  to  the  laws  on  that  sub- 
ject; but  that,  having  arrived  a  minor;  having 
grown  into  manhood;  having  married  a  native 
American  woman ,  and  raised  a  family  of  children ; 
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and  haviDg,  ia  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
repeatedly  performed  military  duty;  and,  subse- 
quently, been  repeatedly  appointed  to  office  by  the 
Executive  and  Sv  the  people  of  Georgia,  he  ever 
considered  himself  a  citizen  of  the  United  States: 
bat  that,  owing  to  information  lodged  by  some 
evil  disposed  persons,  he  has  been,  recently,  ejected 
from  a  civil  office,  to  which  he  was  elected  by  the 
people  of  Putnam  county,  in  Georgia,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  being  decided  by  a  judicial  tribunal 
that  he  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  and 
praying  that  a  special  act  may  be  passed,  admit- 
ting him,  forthwith,  to  the  rights  of  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States ;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
|he  Committee  on  the  Jodiciary^. 

Mr.  Owen  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas  F. 
Townley^  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other  heirs 
at  law  of  the  late  Don  Miguel  Eslava,  praying 
that  all  right  of  the  United  States  to  certain  tracts 
of  land  granted  by;  the  late  Spanish  government 
of  Louisiana  to  their  ancestor,  may  be  relinquished 
to  the  petitioners;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  repeal  in  part  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
lessen  the  compensation  for  marshals,  clerks,  and 
attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned ;"  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  also  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing  costs  in  certain  suits  concerning  the 
rights  of  patentees,  reported  a  bill  concerning  costs 
in  certain  cases ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mited  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Pem- 
bina, or  Lord  Selkirk's  settlement,  on  Red  river 
of  Hudson  Bay,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  noth- 
ing in  their  petition  upon  which  the  Judiciary 
Committee  could  act ;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to: 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Bartlett  and  John  Stearns,  owners  of  the  schooner 
Angler;  and  Nathaniel  Carver,  owner  of  the 
schooner  Harmony,  and  others ;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  private  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  John  Jenkins,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
bis  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  Kendall,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  bis  relief;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bih 
last  mentioned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Plumba,  of  New  Hampshire, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law. 


for  compelling  the  attendance  of  witnesses  before 
commissioners  named  in  commissions  issued  by 
the  courts  of  the  United  States,  for  taking  evidence 
in  other  districts  of  the  United  States  than  those 
where  the  courts  are  held :  And,  also,  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing,  by  law,  a  mode  of  taking 
evidence  in  equity  cases  depending  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Little,  from  the  Committtee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Sarah  Chitwood;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  thb  United  States,  which  is  as  follows: 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

I  herewith  transmit  to  Congress  a  sutement,  bj 
William  Lambert,  explanatory  of  hit  astronomical 
calculatioDi,  which  were  made  with  a  view  to  estab- 
lish the  longitude  of  the  Capitol. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wasbivotov,  December  23,  1833. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  referred  to  the  Joint  Library 
Committee. 

Mr.  Mallary  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stalci 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  such  informatiw 
ad  he  may  possess,  (which  may  be  discloaed  withoat 
injury  to  the  public  good,)  relative  to  the  determias* 
tion  of  any  sovereign,  or  combinationa  of  soTefcigof. 
to  as6ist  8psin  in  the  subjugation  of  her  late  colonies 
on  the  American  continent;  and  whether  any  Got- 
ernment  of  Europe  is  disposed  or  determined  to  op- 
pose any  aid  or  assistance  which  such  sovereign,  or 
combination  of  sovereigns,  may  afbrd  to  Spain  for  tbi 
subjugation  of  her  late  ooionies  above  mentioned. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  supplementary  to  the  act  ''for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  (or  debt,"  reported  the  same. 
with  an  amendment,  changing  the  whole  tenor  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Webster  explained  the  grounds  on  which 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  had  proposed  this 
amendment.  The  act  of  1800,  he  said,  pror ided 
that  the  oath,  in  the  case  of  insolvent  dtbtors^ 
should  be  administered  by  the  district  judge;  but, 
if  be  resides  more  than  twenty  miles  from  the 
place  of  imprisonroent,  then  the  oath  may  be  ad- 
ministered  by  a  commissioner,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  district  judge.  The  bill  from  the  Senate  pro- 
poses to  provide,  further  that,  whera  a  citation  has 
oeen  issued,  in  case  of  absence  or  inability  of  the 
judge,  &c.,  the  oath  may  be  administered  by  a 
commissioner,  according  to  the  mode  prescribed 
by  the  act  of  1800.  Thecommittee  of  this  House,  oa 
examining  the  subject,  thought  it  better  to  provide 
that  in  all  cases  the  required  oath  may  be  admin- 
istered by  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  dis- 
trict judge  of  the  district  in  which  he  resides,  or  bf 
any  commissioner  appointed  by  either  of  them. 
In  the  shape  in  whicn  the  bill  came  from  the  Sen- 
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ate,  it  would  not  afford  a  remedy,  it  was  believed, 
in  the  r^  case  which  gave  rise  to  it. 

The  House  concurr^  in  the  amendment  re- 
Dorted  by  the  committee ;  and,  thus  amended,  the 
oil!  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

LIGHTHOUSES,  BEACONS,  A;c. 

The  resolnttons  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
LrriirosTON,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  information  respecting  lighthouses 
and  beacons,  on  the  Bahama  banks  and  coast  of 
Florida,  and  requesting  that  the  President  may 
negotiate  for  the  cession  of  so  much  land  on  Aba- 
CO  as  is  necessary  for  the  erection  >of  a  lighthouse, 
were  taken  up. 

Jo  supporting  the  resolutions,  Mr.  Livingston 
observed,  in  relation  to  the  first  of  them,  that  he 
was  well  aware  that  measures  had  already  been 
taken  bjr  Government,  preparatory  to  the  erection 
of  lighthouses  on  two  of  the  points  referred  to, 
Tiz:  oQ  the  Drv  Tortugas,  and  at  or  near  Cape 
Florida.  But,  although  the  necessary  surveys  were 
fiearly  completed,  much  time  must  unavoidably 
elapse  before  a  report  of  the  proceedings  could  be 
laid  before  the  department  to  which  they  apper- 
tained ;  and,  in   the  meanwhile,  sufficient  infor- 
mation might  be  laid  before  Congress  to  authorize 
them  to  act  upon  the  subject,  so  that  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  could  advertise,  the  ensuing 
season,  for  contracts  for  erecting  the  several  works 
contemplated  in  the  resolutions.    Those  works, 
Mr.  L,  said,  were  of  pressing  necessity.    The  nav- 
igation of  the  seas,  over  and  within  the  vicinity 
of  the  Bahama  banks,  was  exposed  to  very  great 
danger,  and  had  already^  suffered  much  from  ship- 
wrecks.   Not  to  mention  the  losses  which  had 
thus  occurred  to  vessels  in  the  merchant  service, 
the  United  States  had  suffered,  in  wrecks  of  her 
poblic  armed  vessels  in  those  seas,  more  than 
would  have  sufficed  to  cover  the  expense  of  the 
entire  system  of  measures  proposed  in  these  reso- 
IntJons. 

The  second  resolution  he  conceived  to  be  ne- 
s^^sary  for  making  the  navigation  of  the  Bahama 
channel,  both  ways,  secure.  Ships  were  contin- 
ually passing  over  the  Bahama  banks,  where,  the 
^ater  was  shallow,  and  the  neighboring  land  very 
ow ;  ia  consequence  of  which,  they  were  immi- 
^^f  exposed  to  shipwreck.  The  wrecks  on 
Ibaco  alone  woald,  he  said,  amount  to  an  im- 
nense  sum.  A  lighthouse  on  that  island,  at  or 
ear  the  site  of  the  Hole  in  the  Wall,  would  great- 
h  if  not  entirely,  remove  the  danger  which  now 
listed,  and  render  navigation  safe.  But,  for  the 
rection  of  such  lighthouse,  previous  negotiation 
rould  be  necessary,  in  order  to  obtain  the  ground 
Q  which  to  baild  it.  Of  the  success  of  such  ne- 
otiation,  there  could  be  no  doubt.  The  British 
fovernmenf  had  no  interest  hostile  to  such  a 
letsore ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  were  inter- 
(ted  in  its  favor,  for  the  same  reason  with  our- 
^ves,  although  not  to  the  same  extent.  Besides 
le  spou  on  which  lighthouses  were  erected,  there 
ere  others  which  ought  to  be  designated  by 

The  third  resolution,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  intended 


to  obtain  information  in  respect  to  a  class  of  islets, 
concerning  th^  true  jurisdiction  of  which  he  con- 
fessed himself  to  be  ignorant;  he  meant  those 
small  rocky  islands  which  are  separated  from  the 
Bahama  bank  by  deep  channels,  and  therefore 
might  possibly  be  considered  as  not  included  in 
the  British  jurisdiction,  which  confessedly  extends 
over  the  bank  itself.  If,  on  investigation,  it  should 
appear  that  these  islets  do  belong  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, then  they  would  be  included  in  the  range  of 
the  second  resolution,  which  relates  to  the  cession 
of  the  requisite  territory  for  lighthouses  and  bea- 
cons. But  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  should  be  asceiv 
tained  that  they  are  not  British  territory,  then  a 
question  would  arise,whether  they  were  not  liable 
to  become  ours  by  ri^ht  of  occupancy.  They 
would  afford  temptations  to  occupancy  for  no 
other  purpose  than  that  proposed  in  the  resolution. 
They  contain,  in  general,  no  soil,  being  little  more 
than  bare  rocks  washed  by  the  sea,  yet  are  of  such 
formation  as  to  admit  of  the  placing  of  buoys  and 
beacons  upon  them  for  the  warning  and  direction 
of  the  mariner,  dbc. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolutions 
of  Mr.  Livingston,  and  they  were  agreed  to, 
without  opposition. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Her- 
RICK,  calling  for  detailed  information  respecting 
the  extent  of  post  routes,  amount  of  postages,  d^c, 
was  called  up  and  adopted. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREECE,  dec. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Breck,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  the  amount  of  exports  and  imports  to  and  from 
Greece,  Asia  Minor,  and  Egypt)  from  1820  to 
1822,  with  the  duties  on  these  imports,  was  next 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Breck,  in  explaining  the  object  of  the  reso- 
lution now  before  the  House,  said  that  it  was  ob- 
viously necessary,  before  we  entered  into  any 
measure,  such  as  that  proposed  by  a  resolution 
now  before  the  House  respectinff  a  mission  to 
Greece,  which  might  be  deemed  hy  the  Turkish 
Government  a  measure  of  a  hostile  character,  that 
we  should  fully  understand  the  amount  of  the 
trade,  which  we  might,  in  consequence  of  such 
hostilitv,  be  obliged  to  reUnquish,  as  well  as  the 
probable  amount  of  revenue  to  arise  out  of  the 
trade  we  may,  in  consequence,  gain.  With  this 
view,  the  resolution  calls  for  distinct  statements 
of  the  amount  and  value  of  imports  and  exports 
from  and  to  the  countries  now  under  the  control 
of  the  Turkish  Government,  and  from  those  pos- 
sessed by  the  Greeks  in  arms. 

Mr.  Newton  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce)  observed,  that  he  was  always  in  fa- 
vor of  obtaining  information  ;  but,  in  the  present 
case,  if  the  gentleiAan  who  had  moved  this  reso- 
lution would  turn  to  the  documents  already  before 
this  House,  he  would  there  find  all  the  informa- 
tion he  seexs.  The  exports  -and  imports  of  the 
United  States  to  every  fMirt  of  the  world  are  there 
distinctly  stated.  In  the  annual  report  of  last 
year,  the  exports  of  the  year  ending  September 
1822,  to  Africa,  are  stated  to  amount  to  $115|544 
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and  the  exports  to  91^1|37B.  A  report  of  this 
description  is  made  eyery  year ;  and  that  for  the 
present  year  will  soon  he  hefore  the  House.  Mr. 
N.  thought,  therefore,  that,  as  the  officers  of  Got- 
ernroent  hare  so  much  to  do  already,  it  was  a 
pity  to  burden  them  with  labors  of  supererogation. 

Mr.  Breck  replied. — From  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  gentleman,  he  was  persuaded  he  had 
been  misunderstood.  The  object  he  wished  to  get 
at  was  a  statement  of  the  commerce  of  this  coun- 
try to  Greece,  to  Smyrna,  and  to  Egypt,  separately. 
Tnat  to  Greece  would  be  included  in  the  tables 
relating  to  Europe,  and  that  to  Smyrna  in  those 
of  Asia ;  so  that  the  statement  of  the  gentleman 
respecting  our  trade  to  Africa  did  not  reach  the 
case  he  aimed  at.  Besides,  it  would  be  a  matter 
of  much  labor  to  pick  out  of  the  general  statements 
from  the  Treasury  the  information  he  wanted. 
One  gentleman  would  state  it  at  one  amount  and 
another  at  another,  but  a  clerk  in  the  office  could 
do  all  he  wished  to  ha\re  done  in  half  an  hour,  and 
then  the  statement  would  be  clear  and  intelligible 
to  all.  Then  the  House  would  be  able  to  see,  at 
a  glance,  what  we  must  lose  by  a  quarrel  with  the 
Turks,  and  what  we  are  likely  to  gain  by  it,  even 
should  the  Greeks  succeed  in  establishing  their 
independence. 

Mr.  Cambrelbng  said  he  was  not  disposed,  any 
more  than  the  ^ntleman  from  Virginia,  to  object, 
in  general,  to  inquiries  for  information — ^but  he 
reaUy  thought  that  now  proposed  unnecessary. 
The  information,  said  Mr.  C,  which  the  gentle- 
man seems  to  desire,  may  be  reached  by  consulting 
a  single  line  of  the  documents  from  the  Treasury. 
For  we  bare  no  trade  to  Effypt,  of  any  kind,  nor 
any  direct  trade  with  the  Archipelago.  All  our 
direct  trade  is  with  Smyrna,  at  least  all  contracts 
are  made  there,  &c.  Even  the  oil  and  wine  we 
obtain  from  Chreece  we  get  through  Smyrna.  All, 
therefore,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  can 
give,  in  answer  to  this  call,  will  be  simply  a  state- 
ment of  the  exports  and  imports  to  Smyrna. 

Mr.  Newton  made  a  few  further  obser rations 
to  the  same  import  as  those  already  reported. 

Mr.  Webster  said  that  be  bad  no  objection  to 
the  call  for  information,  if  the  gentleman  wished 
it — ^but  the  gentleman  had  mistaken  the  purport 
of  the  motion  he  had  formerly  made  on  the  subject 
of  the  GreekK,  if  he  conceived  that  the  scope  of 
that  resolution  was  such  as  to  produce  a  auarrel 
with  the  Turkish  Government.  His  object  in 
rising  now,  was  to  state^  that  he  had  submitted 
no  resolution  which,  in  his  judgment,  would  lead 
to  anyr  such  thing — and  he  wished  to  prevent  any 
such  impression  from  going  abroad  as  that  his 
resolution  was  a  declaration  of  war  against  the 
Turks.  Nodoubt  the  United  States  had  a  valuable 
commerce  with  Smyrna — ^but  so  they  had  in  the 
ports  of  Spain,  when  similar  inquiries,  with  re- 
spect to  that  country,  were  made  in  Congress. 
There  was  no  jeopardy  of  our  commerce  implied 
in  either  case.  The  ooject  of  my  resolution,  said 
Mr.  W.,  is  simply  an  authorized  inquiry  into  facts. 
With  these  remarks,  he  said,  he  had  no  objection 
to  the  resolution  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  in  support  of  the 


resolution,  observed  that  its  object  was  not  to 
obtain  the  amount  of  the  commerce  to  Smyrna,  bat 
that  to  the  Peloponnesus,  to  Greece,  to  ''  Greece 
in  arms."  The  tables  to  which  gentlemen  had 
referred  the  mover,  did  not  discriminate  Greece 
proper  from  the  Greeks  in  Asia  Minor.  The  seat 
of  the  contest  between  the  Greeks  and  the  Turks 
was  Greece  proper — and  the  resolution  asked  the 
amount  of  our  trade  to  this  part  of  Greece,  that 
we  might  be  able  to  form  some  estimate  what  we 
should  gain,  as  well  as  what  we  should  lose,  by 
any  measure  that  might  go  to  involve  us  in  any  I 
degree  in  their  contro?ersy.  ^| 

Mr.  Storrs  said,  that  to  him  it  appeared  that 
the  obtaining  of  the  information  sought  for  by  the 
resolution,  was,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  imprac- 
ticable. There  is  none  to  be  obtained  on  which 
we  can  practically  rely.  He  would  submit  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  himself,  who  had  moved  the 
resolution,  whether  it  was  possible  to  get  the  dis- 
tinct facts  he  wished  to  obtain.  From  whence 
were  they  to  be  had  in  any  authentic  form  1  And 
if  they  could  be  got  at  all,  they  most  «eome  too 
late  in  the  session  tp  bear  on  the  discussion  con- 
templated. All  that  was  useful  to  the  House  was 
to  be  found  in  the  statistical  table  which  had  been 
referred  to.  The  motion  did  not  propose  to  call 
for  any  statements  since  1822.  What  is  asked 
for,  was  the  amount  of  our  commerce  to  Greece 
and  the  Levant,  previous  to  that  time,  and  that 
was  already  in  the  possession  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Woon,  in  further  explanation,  said,  thmt 
the  object  of  the  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Wbb- 
STER,  and  now  laying  on  the  table,  was  to  form  a 
basis  for  intercourse  with  Greece,  either  politieal 
or  commercial.  If  a  political  intercourse  was  the 
object,  he  did  not  want  the  information  now  called 
for;  but  he  took  it  for  granted  that  the  great  ob- 
ject aimed  at,  and  the  sole  one  consistent  with 
prudence,  was  a  commercial  intercourse.  Then, 
before  we  incurred  the  expense  of  an  Ambassador 
or  Plenipotentiary,  or  other  public  agency,  it  w«s 
first  ptoper  to  ascertain  whether  the  produccioas 
of  that  country  were  so  valuable,  or  its  consump* 
tion  so  extensive,  as  to  make  it  an  object  worthy 
of  the  expense  of  the  proposed  mission. 

Mr.  Camlbbeleng  said,  that  he  was  soiiy  again 
to  trouble  the  House,  but  be  felt  persuaded  that 
he  was  himself  able  to  give  the  gentleman  all  Che 
information  he  aimed  at,  without  troubling  tl»« 
Department  for  it.  To  Greece  proper,  tiuit  is^ 
to  Macedonia,  the  Peloponnesus,  and  Thiaee,  ^«re 
have  not  now,  and  never  have  bad,  any  dir^ect 
trade  at  all.  All  we  had,  of  any  kind,  Brith 
Greece,  was  through  Smyrna,  on  the  one  side,  or 
Trieste  on  the  other.  A  call,  thevefore,  fc^r  m 
statement  of  our  commerce  to  Greece  proper,  woold 
certainly  produce  no  result 

Mr.  Breck  explained. — He  never  had  iatended 
to  insinuate  that  the  resolution  of  the  hoaormh^ 
member  from  Massachusetts  was  intended  to  lead 
to  hostilities  with  the  Turks — all  he  said  was,  that 
the  Turks  might  choose  to  view  it  as  a  hostile 
measure,  for  which  it  was  proper  we  sboald  be 
prepared.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  had 
laid  that  we  have  no  direct  trade  whatever   ^irith 
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Oreece  proper.  How  was  this  to  be  reconciled 
with  the  fact  stated  by  Mr.  Hobhouse,  in  his  late 
account  of  his  trarels  in  that  goantry,  that  the 
United  States  have  a  Consul  at  Patras,  an  im- 
portant port  in  the  Morea  ?  Howerer,  since  the 
gentleman  bad  kindly  offered  to  furnish  the  infor- 
mation at  which  he  ainaed  bv  the  resolution,  he 
wootd  forbear  to  press  it  for  tne  present. 

On  motion  of^  Mr.  I^reck.  his  resolution  was 
then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ADJUSTMENT  OF  LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  IllinoU,  oflered  the  following  re- 
solotioQ  for  consideration : 

Raohedf  That  a  eommittee  be  appointed  to  inqaire 
into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  to  provide  for 
tbe  eppoiaUaent  of  a  board  of  coromiMionere  to  ex- 
•mioe  ead  adjast  all  claima  to  land  by  indi? iduab 
egtiDit  the  United  State*,  where  eueh  daime  depend 
on  titles  derived  either  from  any  law  of  the  United 
Butet,  or  act  of  any  foreign  Governmente,  and  which 
have  been  granted  to  the  United  Statea  by  virtue  of 
nny  treaty  or  compact  with  such  foreign  Governments. 

In  offering  this  resolution, 

Mr.  Cook  said  that  something  more  than  tour 
years  experience  in  the  House  bad  led  him  to  the 
concldsion,  that  much  of  the  time  of  the  House 
might  be  saved  by  the  establishment  of  a  tribunal 
of  (he  description  which  he  proposed,  and  much 
of  the  money  of  the  people,  too,  the  expenditure 
of  which  is  eaoeed  by  the  protracted  sessions  of 
Congress.  It  had  long  been  a  desirable  object  to 
take  from  thb  House  a  great  portion  of  the  labor 
which. grows  out  of  the  inveatiffatioa  of  these 
claims.  It  was  impossible)  indeed,  fVom  the  na- 
tore  of  things,  that  the  House  could  thoroughly 
understand  and  correctly  decide  upon  the  vast 
Bomber  of  claima  which  are  continually  present- 
ed for  their  consideration.  His  object,  then,  was, 
that  some  plan  should  be  presented  to  the  House, 
the  details  of  which  mignt  become  a  subject  of 
eonsideratioa  after  the  bill  was  reported.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  fact,  that  more  than  a  million  of 
acres  of  land  are  reserved  from  sale  for  the  pur- 
pose of  satisfying  such  claims  as  should  be  found 
admissible,  wnich  claims  have  been  kept  in  sus- 
pense, some  of  them  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, and  all  of  them  too  long.  Injustice  was  thus 
done  to  the  Government,  by  keeping  up  the  land 
from  sale,  or  to  the  individuals  who  claim  it  by 
withholding  from  them  their  right.  A  board  of 
commissioners,  if  established,  might  either  pass 
tipon  the  claims  definitely,  or  collect  evidence, 
and  digest  and  report  it  to  Congress,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon.  More  justice  would  in  this 
inanner  be  done,  as  well  as  much  time  be  saved. 
For  the  last  four  years  it  had  b^n  seen  that  many 
measures  of  national  importance  bad  been  entire- 
ly passed  over,  for  the  want  of  time  on  the  part 
of  the  House  to  act  upon  them.  In  consequence 
of  the  time  occupied  by  the  discussion  of  land 
claims,  in  which  members  felt,  for  their  constitu- 
ents, a  deep  interest,  the  great  subject  of  manufac- 
tures, for  example,  among  many  others,  had  been 
tossed  aside,  or  permitted  to  slumber  on  the  tables. 


It  was  to  endeavor  to  provide  a  remedy  for  this 
crying  evil,  that  he  had  proposed  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table.  Negatived,  seventy-five 
to  sixty-five. 

Mr.  'Foot  said  his  object  in  this  motion  was  to 
avoid  a  discussion,  ofi'-hand,  on  this  proposition, 
which,  being  affirmative,  could  not  be  expected  to 
pass  without  a  discussion  of  the  principle  which 
was  involved  in  it. 

Mr.  Cook  said  it  was  by  no  means  his  object 
to  invite  discussion,  or  to  consume  any  considera- 
ble portion  of  the  time  of  the  House.  He  had  of- 
fered it  from  a  firm  conviction  that  there  was  a 
disposition,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  resort  to 
some  plan  to  abridge  the  labor  to  which  it  is  now 
subjected.  The  resolution  presented  to  the  House 
no  question  but  that  of  the  expediency  of  having 
a  plan  presented  for  its  consideration,  which  was 
all  that  the  select  committee  would  have  to  do. 
It  was  not  his  wish  to  bring  on  a  discussion  now, 
of  the  principle  which  the  plan  would  involve. 

Mr.  CoNOicT  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
so  as  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting 
a  plan,  d^. 

Mr.  Cook  accepted  this  amendment  as  a  modi- 
fication of  his  motion.  He  said  it  would  probably 
answer  his  purpose  as  well  as  his  original  motion. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution,  so  as  to  direct  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands,  instead  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  inquire  into  the  subject 

Mr.  Cook  said  he  had  as  much  disposition  as 
any  one  to  refer  to  the  standing  committees  of  the 
House  the  things  which  come  properly  within  the 
sphere  of  their  duties.  But  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  was  already  overwhelmed  with  bu- 
siness. There  were  persons  not  on  any  commit- 
tee, who  might  be  verv  usefully  employed  In  the 
investigation  of  this  subject.  He  referred  partic- 
ularly to  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Loui- 
siana(,  (Mr.  Livingston,)  whose  talents  and  experi- 
ence would  be  of  important  service  in  the  discus- 
sion of  the  subject,  dtc. 

Mr.  Williams  said,  that  the  reason  which  in- 
duced him  to  move  the  amendment  was  a  very 
obvious  one.  The  gentlemen  who  composed  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  presumed 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  subject  of  land  claims, 
more  than  other  members,  and  there  was  a  pro- 
priety in  any  general  measure  on  that  subject 
emanating  from  that  committee. 

Mr.  Bbent  supported  the  amendment.  The 
resolution  required  the  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  the  plan  proposed.  To  do  this, 
it  was  necessary  that  they  should  be  acquainted 
with  the  claims  preferred,  and  the  state  of  them 
severally.  For  another  committee  to  acquire  this 
knowledffe,  would  necessarily  consume  much 
time ;  which,  in  the  other  case,  would  be  saved. 
The  intimate  knowledge,  too,  possessed  by  the 
standing  committee,  would  enable  them,  when 
they  reported  on  the  plan,  to  accompany  and  sup- 
port their  opinion,  whether  favorable  or  other- 
wise to  the  measure,  with  full  and  satisfactory 
reasons. 


875 


HISTORT  OF  GONGRBSS. 


876 


H.  or  R. 


PT00uding9. 


Dbckmri,  1823. 


Mr.  Rankin  rose  to  propose  a  modificatioa  of 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Williams.  Though  not  court- 
log  the  reference  of  business  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  he  was  willing,  as  one  of  that 
committee,  to  take  upon  himself  the  responsibility 
which  properly  belonged  to  that  committee,  and 
he  thought  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  would 
be  probabl]^  as  competent  to  the  due  examination 
of  this  subject  as  any  committee  which  could  be 
selected.  The  amendment  which  he  was  abaut 
to  propose,  Mr.  R.  said,  would  go  further  than 
that  ot  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  The 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  it  appeared  to  him,  had 
not  well  explored  his  ground.  His  proposition 
went  to  the  appointment  of  commfssioners  to  de- 
cide on  claims.  But,  Mr.  R.  said,  other  plans 
had  been  heretofore  suggested  for  a  decision  of 
these  claims.  One  of  them  proposed  to  refer  the 
adjudication  of  them  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  another  to  the  district  courts  of  the 
United  States  in  the  respective  districts ;  and  a 
variety  of  plans  had  been  proposed,  which  might 
be  equally  proper  with  the  one  suggested  by  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois.  This,  however,  was  not 
the  only  objection  to  the  shape  into  which  the 
gentleman  u-om  Illinois  had  thrown  his  motion. 
The  House  would  find,  upon  examination,  that  the 
resolve  would  include  all  land  claims  that  had  ever 
existed  from  the  beginning  of  the  Government, 
thus  opening  anew  the  whole  field  of  legislation 
on  that  subject.  In  anticipation  of  something  of 
this  kind  being  proposed,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  pre- 
pared a  resolution  which  he  intended  to  offer  by 
way  of  amendment.  It  was,  he  admitted,  very 
important  to  the  Government,  and  to  individ- 
uals, that  some  final  decision  should  be  had  on 
this  subject.  Whatever  were  the  merits  of  the 
cUims,  they  ought  to  be  settled.  He  should,  there- 
fore, move  an  amendment  which  went  to  refer 
the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
with  greater  latitude  for  inquiry  than  the  resoln- 
tioD  as  it  stands  would  allow  to  them. 

Mr.  Williams  withdrew  his  motion,  to  make 
way  for  Mr.  Rankin's  ;  when 

The  Speaker  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  which  supersedes,  for  the  present  day,  the 
further  discussion  of  original  motions. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah 
Manning,  and  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  W.  Bacot,  were  then  severally  read  a 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currence.   And  the  House  adjourned. 


Weonesday,  December  24. 

Mr.  Cassedy  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  New  Jersey,  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  duck  and  cotton  bagging,  praying  that 
additional  duties  may  be  imposed  on  duck  and  all 
coarse  cloths  manufactured  from  hemp,  tow,  and 
flax,  which  may  hereafter  be  imported  into  the 
United  States;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  sundry  distillers  of  Berks  county,  in 


the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  accompanied  b^  a 
for  the  relief  of  said  distillers;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  McL.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  making 
provision  for  a  private  secretary  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States ;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  oa  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  making 
provision  for  the  correction  of  errors  in  the  eatn 
of  lands  at  the  land  oflices,  reported  the  bill  with 
aa  amendment,  by  which  the  whole  of  the  fonner 
bill,  after  the  enacting  clause,  was  stricken  oa^ 
and  a  new  bill  substituted. 

The  bill  was  read,  as  amended,  and  referred. 

Mr.  R.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  praviog  for  land  for  the 
sites  of  certain  public  bui [dines,  reported  a  bill 
granting  to  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  the  risht  of 
pre-emption  to  certain  quarter  sections  of  laai); 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Cocke,  from  the  Committee  on  iDdiin  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  hill  appropriating  a  certain  sum 
of  money  to  Benjamin  Huffman,  of  the  Suteof 
Indiana;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com" 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WiLUAMs,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  Wharton;  which  was  read  twice,  a  ad 
commiued  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HEMPBtLL,,  from  the  Coounittee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying  aod 
making  a  road  from  Memphis,  in  the  Slate  of 
Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas ;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  the 
subject  was  also  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  autho- 
rize the  liiying  out  and  opening  certain  public 
roads  in  the  Territory  of  Florida;  which  wtf 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  the  16th  instant  upon  the  subject  of 
"distributing  post  offices;"  which  was  read, aod 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  aad 
Post  Roads. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  State,  made  in  obedi* 
ence  to  the  resolution  of  the  8th  instant,  callipg 
on  him  for  information  respecting  sick  and  dis- 
abled American  seamen,  who  may  have  been  pro* 
vided  for  in  the  infirmary  or  hospital,  at  Livft* 
pool,  in  England,  under  the  direction  of  the 
American  Consul  at  that  place;  which  report 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  abo  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petitioo  of 
George  Burton ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Coffi* 
mittee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gdrley,  the  Committee  oa 
the  Public  Lands  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
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the  expediency  of  iacreasmg  the  salary  of  the 
register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  St. 
Helena  Courthouse,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Frab(ci8  Johnson,  the  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  estahlishing  a  judicial  dis- 
trict ia  Kentucky,  on  the  south  oi  Green  river. 

Mr.  Livingston  submitted  the  following  leso- 
Joiion : 

Reaolved,  That  provkion  ooght  to  be  made  by  law 
forincr«afiog  the  eatobliahment  of  the  Military  Aca4«* 
my  at  West  Point,  so  aa  to  admit  five  handred  cadets 
u  itudents  in  the  same ;  and  that  the  committee  on 
that  put  of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to 
tbe  Miitttiy  Academy,  be  directed  to  prepare  and 
bring  io  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr.  L.,  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mc Arthur,  the  Committee 
00  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  a  more  adequate  pon- 
ishment  than  is  provided  by  the  existing  lawa,  for 
postmasters  and  other  pei^ns  employed  in  the 
management  or  transportation  of  the  mail,  who 
ma?  be  guilty  of  robbmg  the  same. 

the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ''An  act  sup- 
plementary to  'An  act  entitled  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  plersons  imprisoned  for  debt,"  was  rend 
the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Brintnell  Robbins, 
(for  loss  in  a  coo  tract  for  building  boats  at  Pitts- 
hurg,  to  be  delivered  at  Cleaveland,  in  Ohio.) 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Honse  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  tfae  relief  of  Loudon  Case.  Mr. 
Area,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  having  ez« 
plained  the  circumstances  of  this  claim,  the  bill 
vas  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PARTRIDGE'S  MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buck,  it  was 

kaokai^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author* 
mag  the  Secretary  of  Wsr  to  permit  the  iasue  of  am- 
DQoitioa  to  Captain  Alden  Partridge,  Superintendent 
of  the  American  I^itcrary,  Scientific,  and  Military 
Academy*  for  the  improvement  of  the  pupils  of  said 
Academy  in  practical  guoneiy. 

Mr.  fi DCK  said,  that,  before  the  question  was 
l^ken,  he  wished  to  explain  to  the  House  the  ob- 
ject aimed  at  by  the  resolution.  It  was  a  motion 
or  inquiry  merely.  The  motion  proposes  to  in- 
truct  the  Comioittee  on  Military  Anairs  to  inquire 
Dto  (he  expediency  of  issuing  such  ammunition 
i«  might  be  necessary  for  improving  the  young 
oen  who  were  students  under  Captain  Partridgeu 
n  the  practical  paH  of  the  art  of  gunnery,  and 
»(her  military  science  connected  with  it. 

The  high  reputation  of  Captain  Partridge  could 
ot  but  be  well  known  to  the  members  of  this 
fourie.  He  bad  formally  superintended  the  mili- 
try  school  at  West  Point,  and  he  had  bince  set 
p  a  similar  institution  in  the  State  of  Vermont. 


It  was  conceded  by  all  that  tbia  institation  was 
of  great  utility.  It  operated  as  a  powerful  auxil- 
iary to  the  progress  of  military  science  in  our 
country.  There  were  at  present  in  it  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  youn^  gentlemen,  who  received 
instruction  in  the  various  branches  of  military 
education,  all  which  were  taught  with  acknow- 
ledged ability.  But  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  the  resources  of  an  individual  could  provide 
for  the  expenses  of  practical,  as  well  as  theoretical 
instruction.  All  that  he  asked,  in  order  to  perfect 
this  department  of  the  Academy,  was  the  issue,  at 
the  expense  of  Government,  of  so  much  ammuni- 
tion as  was  requisite  for  practising  the  students 
in  the  use  of  fire-arms,  and  in  the  application  of 
the  principles  of  gunnery.  The  quantity  was  left 
wholly  to  the  discretion  of  the  committee,  and 
could  not  be  large.  The  Government,  Mr.  B, 
observed,  has  not  onl]^  a  general  interest  in  this 
institution,  as  one  eminently  promoting  the  im- 
provement of  military  science  \  but  a  particular 
and  direct  interest  in  it,  arising  from  the  fact^  that 
many  of  the  students  at  this  moment  receiving 
its  benefits  were  officers  in  the  United  States 
Army.* 

Mr.  Hamilton  supported  the  resolution.  H^ 
hoped  that  the  inquiry  for  which  it  asked  would 
not  be  precluded.  He  was  acquainted  with  the 
high  character  and  eminent  attainments  of  Capt. 
Partridge;  he  did  not  doubt  they  were  generally 
known  and  acknowledged  by  this  House.  They 
had  drawn  the  public  notice  to  the  Seminary  over 
which  he  presided.  For  himself,  he  felt  certain, 
that,  whatever  labor  might  arise  in  making  the 
inquiry,  would  be  willingly  undertaken  by  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  of  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  be  a  member.  He  did  not  mean  by 
this  remark  to  be  understood  as  expressing  any 
opinion,  or  giving  any  pledge  as  to  what  opinioa 
the  committee  might  express,  as  the  result  of  the 
inquiry,  or  what  Congress  might  conclude  to  do 
on  the  subject;  but  he  thought  the  inquiry  pro- 
posed was  due  to  a  Seminary  which  formed  a 
powerful  auxiliary  to  that  at  West  Point,  dbc* 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Bcck  was  then  agreed  to. 


*  DscxMBxa  26, 1833. 

Measra.  Oalxb  dc  Sbatok, 

Gentlemen  .'In  your  report  of  the  ftw  remarks  I 
had  the  honor  to  address  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivea,  in  support  of  my  motion,  on  the  94th  inataat» 
there  are  two  miatakes,  which  it  may  be  important  Uk 
have  corrected.  The  first  is  in  relation  to  the  number 
of  Cadets  in  CapUin  Partridge's  Academy,  which  ia 
stated  at  one  hundred  and  fifteen.  The  true  number 
ia  one  hundred  and  fifty-five.  The  aecond  error  is  in 
the  statement  that  there  are  officers  of  the  Army  who 
are  members  of  the  above  mentioned  institution. 
There  are  several  gentlemen  holding  appointmenta  in 
the  Navy  who  are  members  of  the  Academy,  and 
some  gentlemen  who  contemplate  procuring  appoint- 
ments in  the  Army,  but  none,  to  my  knowledge,  who 
have  already  procured  commissions  in  the  Army* 
Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  correct  the  mistakea 
above  mentioned,  and  oblige  yours,  respectfully, 

.  D.  A.  A.  BUCK. 
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SOUTH  AMERICAN  COLONIES. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  b]r  Mr.  Mal- 
LARY,  calling  on  the  President  for  any  information 
he  may  possess  (and  which  may  be  disclosed  with- 
out injury  to  the  public  good)  relative  to  the  de- 
termination of  any  sovereign  or  sovereigns  to  aid 
Spain  in  regaining  her  American  Colonies;  and 
the  disposition  of  any  other  European  Grovern* 
ment  to  oppose  it,  was. taken  up. 

In  support  of  his  resolution,  Mr.  Mallary  rose 
and  observed,  that  it  would  be  recollected,  by 
every  gentleman  present,  that  the  message  received 
at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  of  an  extra- 
ordinary and  strongly  marked  character.  Its  in- 
troduction prepared  the  House  for  subjects  of 
great  importance;  nay,  the  President  went  so  far 
as  to  say  that  '^  there  never  was  a  period,  since 
'  the  Revolution,  when,  regarding  the  condition  of 
'  the  civilized  world  and  its  bearing  on  us,  there 
'  was  greater  necessity  for  devotion  in  the  public 
'  servants,  to  their  respective  duties,  or  for  virtue, 
'  patriotism,  and  union,  in  our  constituents."  When 
we  come  to  examine  tne  body  of  the  message,  said 
he,  we  discover  nothing  to  which  this  ianeuage 
can  apply,  except  the  situation  of  the  great  Euro- 
pean rowers,  and  the  bearing  which  that  situation 
may  have  upon  this  country.  Those  Powers  had 
united  their  efforts  against  the  cause  of  freedom 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  had  successfully 
put  down  every  struggle  to  maintain  it.  It  was 
possible  they  might  extend  their  plans  acrats  the 
Atlantic,  and  that  their  attention  would  next  be 
directed  to  the  Republics  of  South  America. 
Such  appeared  to  be  the  impression  of  the  Presi- 
dent; and  if  such  were  actually  the  state  of 
tilings,  the  United  States  must  probably  become 
deeply  involved  in  the  event  of  such  a  contest.  It 
was  impossible  we  could  be  indifferent  to  the  at- 
tempts of  despotic  power  to  crush  the  cause  of 
freedom  in  our  own  hemisphere.  That  some 
plans  of  this  sort  were  in  agitation^as  plain,  from 
the  tenor  of  the  message.  The  rresident  would 
not  have  warned  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
that  all  their  firmness  would  be  called  for,  if  there 
were  not  something  of  serious  moment  in  the  po- 
litical horizon,  not  seen  by  all.    And  as,  in  this 


>y  requesting 
such  information,  on  the  subject  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  as  he  might  deem  it  consistent  with  the 
public  welfare  to  disclose.  It  was  proper  and  de- 
sirable that  we  should  know  as  much  as  possible 
of  the  dangers  to  which  we  are  exposed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution, 
and  it  was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

CLAIM  OF  BEAUMARCHAI8. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  a  message  from  the  President  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  transmitted  at  the 
first  session  of  the  Seventeenth  Congress,  exhib- 
iting the  correspondence  between  the  United  States 
and  the  French  Government,  relative  to  the  claim 
of  Beaumarchais.    He  would  not  take  up  the  time 


of  the  House  by  any  remarks  on  the  merits  of  that 
claim,  this  not  being  the  proper  stage  of  business 
in  which  to  speak  of  them.  His  object  in  rising 
was  to  move  the  reference  of  this  correspondence 
to  a  select  committee.  He  should  bare  moTed 
the  reference  of  it  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
but  that  the  chairman  of  that  committee  bad  ex* 

fressed  an  unwillingness  to  take  cognizinceofiL 
t  was  high  time,  Mr.  T.  said,  that  this  claim, 
which  has  been  rtanding  now  for  thirty  odd  yean, 
whatever  be  its  merits  or  its  fate,  should  be  finally 
and  conclusively  disposed  of. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  correspondence  to  a 
select  committee  was  agreed  to,  without  a  diri- 
sion;  and  Mr.  Tocker  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Litino- 
8T0N,  Mr.  Bock,  Mr.  Tyson,  and  Mr.  Rites, 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

NAVAL  PENSIONS. 

The  bill  to  conttnne  for  five  years  longer  the 
half-pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  children  of 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  of  the  Navy,  who 
have  died  in  service,  passed  through  a  Commitcee 
of  the  Whole  without  debate,  and  the  questioa 
bein^  about  to  be  stated  on  ordering  it  to  a  third 
reading — 

Mr.  Cobb  said  he  was  not  willing  that  the  bill 
should  pass  without  some  reason  being  given  why 
it  oueht  to  pass.  Our  system  of  pensions,  he 
thougnt,  had  been  too  far  extended.  All  the  ef- 
forts on  the  subject  seemed  to  be  to  ascertain  how 
far  it  could  be  extended,  instead  of  how  far  it 
could  be  reduced  and  narrowed  down.  These 
pensions  were  at  first  allowed  for  ^Ye  years— 
afterwards,  for  five  years  more;  and  now  it  was 
asked  of  tne  House  to  extend  them  for  another 
five  years.  To  ascertain  whether  the  House  was 
disposed  to  go  on,  without  reason,  in  extending 
these  pensions,  he  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Crowninsbibld  said  that  the  general  ret* 
son  why  the  bill  should  pass  is,  first,  that  diose 
pensions  are  not  paid  out  of  the  Treasury;  the 
money  comes  from  the  captures  made  by  these 
rery  officers  and  seamen,  and  is  by  law  reserved 
for  the  special  purpose  to  which  it  is  bv  this  bill 
proposed  to  appropriate  it.  That  funa,  Mr.  C 
said,  is  adequate  to  pay  all  the  pensions  that  can 
be  charged  upon  it.  There  is  now  a  surplus  of 
that  fund  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  or  twenty  thoo* 
sand  dollars  per  annum.  If  this  money,  the  pro- 
ceeds in  part  of  captures,  is  to  be  taken  from  the 
officers  and  seamen  to  constitute  a  fund  for  pen- 
sions, he  did  not  see  why  those  pensions  should  be 
withheld  from  them.  The  fund  is  their  property, 
and  not  that  of  the  nation,  and  why  shall  they 
not  have  the  benefit  of  it?  So  far  as  depends  oa 
me,  said  Mr.  C,  I  would  not  deal  it  oat  to  them 
in  this  manner — I  would  declare  the  pensions  at 
once  for  life,  and  not  stint  the  widow  and  the  or- 
phan of  their  allowance. 

Mr.  LivERMORB  observed,  on  what  had  fiH^p 
from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that,  it 
it  was  impossible  that  the  number  of  claimants  to 
the  benefits  of  this  fund  could  ever  increase,  the 
reasoning  of  the  gentleman  wotild  be  entirely  con- 
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closiTe;  but  tbeir  namber  may,  and,  in  case  of  a 
war,  ceruinly  will,  increase  Fery  matiy.  He, 
therefore,  thought  it  most  adTisabTe  to  let  the 
food  aecumuiate.  Are  gentlemen  afraid,  asked 
Mr.  L.,  of  having  money  on  hand  for  any  pur- 
pose, or  in  sny  sMpe?  He  was,  with  his  present 
impressions,  against  this  bill. 

Mr.  Cahbreleng,  in  replying  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  tooli  occasion  to  notice  the 
origin  sod  character  of  this  fund.  In  1800,  Con- 
gress, rarying  from  the  British  rule  of  granting 
the  whole  of  the  prize  money  to  the  captors,  ap- 
propriated one-iialf  of  the  proceeds  of  all  prizes  of 
loferior  foroe  to  create  a  Navy  Pension  Fund  for 
the  support  of  invalids.  During  our  late  war,  af- 
ter the  fail  of  some  of  our  most  gallant  officers 
and  seamen,  a  question  arose  whether,  in  strict 
justice,  their  widows  and  orphans  should  not  be 
provided  for  oat  of  that  fund  which  a  share  of 
their  prize  money  had  contributed  to  create.  Con- 
gre»,  by  the  acts  of  1813-'14,  granted  pensions  to 
them,  and  the  pension  roll  now  embraces  invalids, 
widows,  and  orphans. 

In  replying,  particularly,  to  the  argument  of 
the  gentlemen  from  New  Hampshire,  who  seemed 
to  apprehend  the  insufficiency  of  the  fund,  and 
desired  to  see  it  accamuiate,  he  remarked  that, 
pievioas  to  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  the 
amount  was  inconsiderable.  During  the  war, 
however,  it  augmented  very  rapidly.  It  is  now 
ampie.  While  this  fund  continued  to  be  regula- 
ted by  existing  laws,  it  was  impossible  that  it 
should  not  be  always  sufficient  to  provide  for  the 
pensions  charged  upon  it.  In  peace  it  must  in- 
evitably increase  by  death  or  marriage,  or  by  the 
children's  reaching  the  age  to  whic%  their  pen- 
sions are  limited.  In  war,  although  the  pension 
roll  would  be  enlarged,  yet,  through  captures,  the 
fond  wonld  still  more  rapidlv  accumulate.  In 
peace,  the  accumulation  would  be  gradual  but 
Bniform — in  war,  rapid.  Should  the  portion  of 
prize  money  now  appropriated  by  law  be  con- 
tinued to  this  fund,  it  will  probablv  be  larger  than 
will  be  necessary  to  accomplish  tne  purposes  de- 
signed. It  is  ail-safficient,  and  must  continue  as 
long  as  the  Government  stands.  It  is  invested, 
principally,  in  Government  stock.  Such  was  the 
condition  of  a  fund  which,  through  the  provident 
care  of  Grovernment,  had  been  reserved  out  of  the 
prize  money  of  our  officers,  seamen,  and  marines, 
for  the  use  of  themselves  when  disabled — ^their 
widows  and  orphans.  By  the  original  act,  the 
faith  of  the  Gk>vernment  was  forever  pledged  to 
lEeep  this  fund  sacred,  and  to  appropriate  it  to 
these  purposes.  He  hoped  we  should  discharge 
the  condition  of  the  trust,  and  provide  for  their 
widows  and  orphans.  He  was  unwilling,  at  all 
times,  to  appeal  to  the  passions  of  the  Hoose^  but 
there  was  something  in  the  very  character  of  this 
bill  calculated  to  rouse  the  patriotism  and  excite 
the  sympathy  of  every  American.  We  were  now 
renewing  pensions  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
our  gallant  mariners.  Of  the  veteran  Barney, 
whose  valor  is  recorded  in  the  histories  of  two 
wars— of  Lawrence,  whom  fate  selected  as  a  vic- 
tim to  soothe  for  a  moment — ^bat  for  a  moment—* 


the  woonded  pride  of  an  enemy  over  whom  he 
had  previously  triumphed — who  died  as  he  had 
lived,  bravely  Hghting  for  his  country.  Of  Blake- 
ley  and  his  gallant  crew.  In  the  career  of  Blake- 
ley  there  was  something  peculiarly  splendid — in 
his  brief  story,  something  sublime.  His  ambition 
was  of  an  elevated  cast;  it  disdained  the  pursuit 
of  helpless  enemies.  He  at  once  crowded  his 
canvass  for  the  British  coast — he  eagerly  sought 
dangerous  war  amidst  fleets  of  armed  enemies. 
He  found  it  and  triumphed.  Scarce  had  we 
ceased  our  rejoicings  for  this  victory,  when  we 
heard  of  him  again  literally  surrounded  by  ene- 
mies— sinking  one — engaging  a  second,  and  re- 
tiring only  on  the  approach  of  a  third.  Unhurt, 
though  exposed,  in  this  unequal  combat,  he  gal- 
lantlv  steered  his  course  to  southern  latitudes. 
But  nere  the  historian  of  human  affairs  drops  his 
pencil — another,  more  worthy  to  note  the  deeds  of 
gallant  men,  seizes  it  as  it  falls — the  recording 
angel  register  their  fate — ^where  the  fate  of  brave 
men  should  be — in  Heaven ! 

It  is  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  these  gal- 
lant men  we  are  now  providmg.  The  only  ob- 
jection to  the  bill  he  conceived  to  be  the  limitation 
to  five  years.  That  ought  to  be  struck  out — the 
fund  was  ample,  and  would  undoubtedly  remain 
so.  He  trusted  the  House  would  pass  the  bill 
promptly  and  unanimouslv. 

Mr.  Cobb  replied  that  the  explanation  given  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  was  entirely  sat- 
isfactory. He  was  happy  to  understand  the  na- 
ture and  flourishing  situation  of  the  fund,  and. 
since  it  was  in  so  prosperous  a  state,  he  hopea 
that  Congress  would  not  be  called  on  to  grant 
out  of  the  public  treasury  any  more  pensions  to 
the  wives  or  children  of  navy  officers.  He  hoped 
that  Mrs.  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Perry,  and  others, 
whose  names  had  been  mentioned,  would  be  pro- 
vided for  out  of  this  fund,  which  was  so  abund- 
antly able  to  supply  whatever  it  was  deemed  pro- 
per to  allow.  And  with  these  remarks  he  with- 
drew the  opposition  he  had  made  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  LivEBMORB  rose  merelv  to  say  that  he  was 
fully  satisfied  with  the  explanation  given,  and 
would  now  cordially  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

ADJUSTMENT  OP  LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  foUowins;  resolution,  proposed  by  Mr.  Cook, 
of  Illinois,  and  discussed  yesterday,  was  again 
taken  tip : 

Besolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Com- 
missioners to  examine  aod  adjust  all  claims  to  land 
by  individuals  against  the  United  States,  where  such 
claims  depend  on  titles  derived  either  from  any  law  of 
the  United  States,  or  act  of  any  foreign  Gorern meats, 
and  which  have  been  granted  to  the  ilnited  States  by 
virtue  of  any  treaty  or  compact  with  such  foreign  Oov- 
ernments. 

Mr.  Rankin,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to  amend 
the  same,  by  striking  out  the  whole  of  it,  and  in- 
serting in  ilea  thereof  the  following : 
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*'  Tbftt  the  Commit  toe  on  the  Public  L«nds  be  in* 
ftriicted  to  inquire  inio  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  decision,  by  some  tribunal,  of  all  claims 
to  lands  in  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Mis- 
souri, and  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  which  claims 
have  been  heretofore  presented  to  some  one  of  the 
Boards  of  Commissioners  heretofore  appointed  to  ex- 
amine titles  and  claims  to  land  in  said  States  and 
Territory,  but  which  have  not  been  finally  acted  upon 
because  the  quantity  claimed  exceeded  that  which  said 
boards  were  severally  authorized  to  confirm,  or  report 
to  Congress  for  confirma^n.'* 

Mr.  Cook  objected  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  because  it  fell 
entirely  short  of  reaching  the  object  he  bad  in 
view  in  the  original  resolution,  and  which  he 
thought  the  circumstances  of  the  case  required. 
There  were  many  land  claims  against  the  United 
States  which  had  never  been  presented  to  any 
of  the  Boards  of  Commissioners ;  these  were,  by 
the  amendment^  wholly  excluded,  and  yet  they 
constituted  precisely  that  class  of  claims  for  which 
it  was  most  necessary  to  provide  a  mode  of  settle- 
ment. There  were,  within  his  knowledge,  many 
such  in  some  of  the  States.  Mr.  C.  said,  it  was 
true  that  the  object  which  he  had  in  view  was 
general  and  universal ;  yet  the  proposition  he  had 
presented  to  the  House  was  far  from  extending  so 
far,  or  being  of  such  an  indefinite  kind,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mississippi  seemed  to  have  supposed. 
He  owed  it  to  himselt  tosay,  that  the  meaning  im- 
puted to  the  resolution  by  that  geatleman,  in  his 
observations  yesterday,  was  one  which  never  en- 
tered into  his  thoughts.  That  which  the  gentle- 
man urged  as  the  principal  objection  to  the  prop- 
osition, was,  in  its  very  nature,  impossible.  He 
seemed  to  apprehend  that  it  would  be  the  opera- 
tion of  this  resolution  to  disturb  the  title  of  occu- 
pants, and  who  held,  under  warrants  from  the 
United  States,  by  reviving  clainis  which  have 
been  rejected.  This  was  impossible.  A  vested 
right  could  never  be  divested — ^Congress  could  not 
divest  it — the  attempt  would  be  a  direct  violation 
of  the  Constitution.  But,  though  these  cases  conld 
not  be  disturbed,  there  were  others  which,  on  the 
face  of  them,  appeared  to  be  equitable,  which 
must  be  omitted  a  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  prevailed,  and  woald  con- 
sequently be  thrown  upon  Congress,  which  it  was 
the  object  of  his  motion  to  prevent.  Mr.  C«  said, 
he  had  no  particular  preference  with  respect  to 
the  committee  to  whom  the  inquiry  was  to  go. 
All  he  wished  was,  that  it  should  go  to  some  com- 
petent committee  of  the  House,  by  whom  the  gen- 
eral measure  might  be  considerea.  Some  gentle- 
men seemed  strongly  in  favor  of  sending  these 
claims  to  the  Judiciary  for  settlement ;  nut,  on 
further  reflection,  they  would  perceive  that  there 
are  many  objections  to  such  a  course.  If  they  go 
to  the  Judiciary,  it  must  be  because  they  are  proper 
subjecu  for  legal  adjudication ;  and,  if  so,  they 
must  go  through  the  whole  process  of  a  regular 
trial  in  each  case.  The  cost  of  such  trials  will 
be  enormous,  the  delay  enormous,  and  the  difficul- 
ties altogether  insurmountable. 

Mr.  Rankin  replied.    In  the  remarks  he  had 


yesterday  made,  tooehiog  the  unlimited  nnge 
contemplated  by  the  resolution,  he  was  far  from 
aiming  at  the  motives  or  intention  of  the  gentle* 
man  from  Illinois — ^be  spoke  merely  of  the  reso- 
lution as  it  stood ;  and  its  terms  did  certaiolv  betr 
him  out  in  what  he  had  said.  What  is  the  plao  of 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  as  it  is  expressed  in  kb 
resoTtttion  1  It  is  to  submit  to  a  Board  of  Com- 
missioners, without  limit  or  restriction,  "all  cUiois 
to  lands  by  individuals  against  the  United  Statfs, 
where  such  claims  depend  on  titles  derived  either 
from  any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  acts  of  any 
foreign  Governments,  and  which  have  been  grant- 
ed to  the  United  States  by  virtue  ef  any  treaty  or 
compact  with  such  foreign  GoTeromeots;"  thai 
is,  all  claims  derived  from  the  British  Spanish,  or 
French  Govemmenia.  Such  a  plan  will  mani- 
festly rip  up  all  decisions  on  land  claims  from  the 
very  formation  of  this  Government.  By  tbe  d^ 
cisions  of  the  Boards  of  Commissioners  for  the 
investigation  of  land  claims,  many  claims  baft 
been  rejected,  and  tbe  titles  of  many  claimants 
have  been  barred  by  the  statutes  of  limitatioo.  AU 
these  claims  will,  under  this  resolution,  come  op 
again  for  decision — they  are  all  within  its  terms. 
I  do  not  believe  at  all  that  tbe  honorable  morer 
intended  to  include  them — but  snch  is  the  fact. 
My  object  is  not  to  bring  before  this  new  tribunaJ, 
which  is  proposed  to  be  established,  claims  which 
have  already  heea  before  previous  boards  of  the 
same  general  description,  and  there  decided— this 
would  be  endless.  1  wish  to  present  to  this  gen- 
eral tribunal  only  such  claims  as  have  never  been 
presented  at  all,  or  which,  having  been  preferred 
before  the  several  Boards  of  Commissioneis  here- 
tofore appointed,  have,  on  account  of  their  inag- 
nitude,  or  for  other  reasone,  be«n  left  undecid^. 
Large  quantities  of  the  public  lands  are  subject  to 
claims  of  this  description  $  and,  though  held  back 
from  sale  on  that  account,  are,  nevertheless,  be- 
coming partially  settled.  In  a  little  time  these  sel- 
lers will  be  so  numerous  as  to  become  too  strong  to 
be  controlled  by  the  decisions  of  an^  Board  of 
Commissioners ;  and,  in  troth,  as  it  is.  Congress 
would  probably  be  gainers  by  eiviag  ^^^y  ^"^^ 
of  these  tracts  without  waiting  for  a  decision  upon 
the  claims. 

Mr.  Cook,  in  answer,  said,  that  he  wis  sorrf 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  had  entered  so 
much  into  detail  in  the  present  stage  of  tbis 
measure.  Such  was  not  now  his  intention.  He 
wished  to  give  the  committee  to  whom  the  ioqiurf 
was  to  be  submitted,  general  and  uDiesmcted 
powers  over  the  plan,  to  extend  or  to  limit  it  as 
they  might  prefer.  The  amendment  would  so  ^ 
deprive  them  of  this  power.  It  cots  off  at  s  blow 
twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  claims  from  tbe  State 
of  Missouri,  which  have  indeed  been  barred  by 
the  statute  of  limitations,  but  which  have  eqaitf 
on  the  face  of  them.  A  cold-hearted  Govern- 
ment, which  repels  the  holder  of  a  just  and  bona 
fide  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  because  he  was  not 
fortunate  enough  to  get  sight  of  a  newspaper  a^ 
quainting  him  with  some  recent  decision  ol  Con- 
gress respecting  land  claimants,  or  because  hehap- 
pened  to  be  unavoidably  absent  when  such  regu- 
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latioD  was  enforced,  18  not  the  Gover«iiient  whicli 
Mr.  C.  said  he  wished  to  have  anjr  share  ia  ad- 
ministeriDg-*the  amendment  goes  co  cut  off  claims 
equitable  in  their  natiire,  which  bare  been  press- 
ing several  years  for  settlement,  and  which,  if 
that  amendment  prevails,  the  House  will  still 
iiave  hanging  on  its  hands.  In  this  House  they 
cannot  bare  a  full  and  delibeiate  iavestigation-— 
the  thing  is  impracticable.  Then  let  theeom* 
mitiee  have  full  powers  to  prepare  a  plmn»  which 
shall  provide  for  disposing  of  them  as  it  shall 
think  most  expedient.  Do  not  forestall  their  de- 
eisioD. 

Mr.  McCoT,  of  Virginia,  was  in  favor  of  the 
amendment*.  He  hoped  tbe  general  tribunal  would 
be  confined  to  the  adjudication  of  such  lar^e 
claims  as  have  been  presented,  but,  from  their 
magnitude,  not  acted  upon.  As  to  such  as  at  this 
late  time  of  day  have  never  been  presented  at  ail, 
he  should  entertain  great  doubts  of  their  sound* 
oess.  Boards  of  Commissioners  have  been  in  ex- 
istence in  most  of  the  States  and  Territories  from 
1805  to  1822.  Surely,  in  all  those  years,  the 
claimants  had  had  sufficient  time  at  least  to  pre- 
sent their  claims.  The  members  all  knew  that 
many  claims  had  been  presented  before  those 
boards  and  rejected  as  fraudulent.  To  erect  a 
tribunal  now,  to  go  back  and  disturb  all  these  de- 
cisions, would  be  to.  create  an  evil  tenfold  greater 
than  that  sought  to  be  removed. 

Mr.  Fdll£r,  of  Massachusetts,  was  oppc>sed  to 
tbe  amendment,  as  going  too  mucn  into  detail,  and 
improperlv  restricting  the  committee.  He  saw  no 
eru  which  could  arise  from  adopting  the  original 
resolution;  it  only  directed  an  inquiry.  It  was 
merely  an  inceptive  measure  towards  obtaining  a 
general  plan  for  effecting  an  object  which  he  be* 
liered  was  generally  desired.  He  was  convinced 
the  honorable  gentleman  near  him,  who  presided 
in  the  Committee4>f  Private  Land  Claims,  would 
say  that,  by  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  many  claims  which  now  come  be- 
fore that  committee  would  be  excluded  from  the 
proposed  tribunal,  and  of  course  left  still  on  the 
bands  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Rankin  explained.  He  was  sure  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
tbe  subject  of  land  claims  not  to  know  the  mis- 
chiefs which  would  result  from  so  broad  a  meas- 
ure as  the  resolution  certainly  contained.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  it  was  not  to  be 
presumed,  was  as  well  informed  on  the  details  of 
this  subject.  Mr.  R.  here  went  into  some  details 
OB  the  nature  and  relative  merits  of  several  de- 
^riptions  of  land  claims.  The  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  hesaid,  virtually  proclaims 
10  all  claimants,  '^come  now  and  present  your 
old  grants,  and  we  will  disturb  the  whole  of  the 
decisions  had  against  you."  In  presenting  such 
a  state  of  things,  Mr.  R.  thought  there  was  noth- 
ing cold-hearted  or  illiberal.  That  private  may 
be  known  from  public  lands,  the  claims  must  ne- 
cessarily be  presented  within  some  fixed  period. 
A  limitation  had  been  found  necessary,  and  had 
accordingly  been  adopted.  But,  if  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  is  adopted,  the 


whole  mass  of  claims,  barred  or  not,  will  be  opened 
to  investigation.  This,  said  Mr.  R.,  will  certainly 
excite  alarm.  But,  even  if  you  erect  such  a  tri- 
bunal, if  j/'ou  give  it  any  limitations  at  all,  par- 
ticular claims  will  still  come  up  to  this  House  for 
examination.  He  believed  that  many  of  the  claims 
from  Missouri'  were  equitable  in  their  nature; 
and  Congress  might,  if  it  thought  proper,  pass  a 
general  law  providing  for  them.  The  House 
cannot  prevent  people  from  petitioning;  but,  if 
the  plan  proposed  in  the  amendment  be  adopted^ 
the  petitions  excluded  from  the  tribunal  will  come 
with  far  less  grace  before  this  House  than  at 

E resent,  because  they  will  all  be  for  claims  which 
ave  already  been  submitted  to  commissioners^ 
and  rejected. 

Mr.  Cook  went  into  a  farther  explanation,  ia 
which  he  insisted  on  the  ground  he  had  already 
taken.  He  would  repeat,  that  it  was,  in  his  judg- 
ment, a  cold-hearted  policy,  while  great  tracts  of 
land  are  held  in  reserve  for  the  express  purpose  of 
meeting  and  satisfying  just  claims  against  the 
United  States,  to  turn  awav  a  claimant  who  has 
an  equitable  demand,  merely  for  default  in  point 
of  time  or  of  formality,  when  he  can  fairly  ac- 
count for  his  Ignorance  or  his  delay. 

The  Speaker  here  rose,  and  objected  to  the 
scope  of  discussion  in  which  gentlemen  had  in- 
dulged themselves.  The  simple  point  before  the 
House  for  discussion  was  the  fitness  of  the  inquiry 
proposed. 

Mr.  Scott  said,  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
measure  in  toto,  in  either  of  the  shapes  in  which 
it  was  now  presented — ^being  unwilling  to  lash 
the  claims  oi  Missouri  to  the  fate  of  any  others 
whatever.  To  allow  time  to  prepare  such  an 
amendment  as  he  should  like,  he  moved  that  the 
resolution  and  amendment  be  laid  on  the  tablQ 
and  printed;  which  was  carried. 


Friday,  December  26. 

Mr.  Crowninbhield  presented  memorials  and 
petitions  from  sundry  merchants  and  underwriters 
of  Salem,  Marblehead,  and  Gloucester,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  compensation  for 
spoliations  committed  on  their  lawful  conmierce* 
by  French  cruisers,  between  the  years  1793  and 
1800 ;  which  memorials  and  petitions  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sbarpe  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  a 
committee  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  convened  by  general  notice  in  said 
city,  praying  that  the  tariff  of  duties  may  be  so 
increased  as  to  shield  the  manufactures  of  the 
United  States  from  foreign  competition. 

Mr.  Hemphill  present  a  similar  memorial  of 
sundry  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  said  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Scott  presented  a  petition  of  Charles  Gra- 
tiot, lieutenant  colonel  of  engineers,  praying  extra 
compensation  for  extra  services  rendered  by  him 
as  principal  artillery  and  ordnance  officer  in  the 
Northwestern  army,  commanded  by  Cteneral  Har- 
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risoD  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain ;  which 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs. 

Mr.  Sloamb,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  sundry  io habit- 
ants of  Norfolk  county,  in  Massachusetts,  remon- 
strating against  the  election  of  John  Bailey,  a 
member  of  this  House,  on  account  of  his  having 
not  been,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  an  inhabitant 
of  the  district  and  State  in  which  he  was  elected, 
but  a  resident  at  the  city  of  Washington ;  and 
asking  for  power  to  send  for  testimony;  which 
leave  was  granted  iMm.  eon. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the 
24th  instant,  in  relation  to  seamen  provided  for 
in  the  hospital  at  Liverpool,  in  England,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Watne,  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  fixing,  by  law,  the  net 
amount  of  annual  income  which  shall  disqualify 
any  applicant  from  being  placed  on  the  pension 
list,  under  the  acts  of  March  18,  1818,  and  May 
1, 1820. 

Mr.  Rankin  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration,  viz : 

Besolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  be  directed  to  inform  this  House  if  the 
sitaation  of  his  office  and  the  pablic  interest  requires 
an  additional  number  of  clerks  to  be  employed  there- 
in ;  and  if  so,  what  number,  and  for  what  length  of 
time  their  services  will  b^  required. 

Engrossed  bilb,  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 
An  act  further  extending  the  term  of  half-pay 
pensions  to  the  widows  and  children  of  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  who  died  in  the  public  ser- 
vice ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Brintnell  Robbins ; 
and  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Loudon  Case,  were 
respectively  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

JACOB   8CHAEFFER. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Schaef- 
fer  was  then  read  a  third  time ;  and  the  question 
being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  it  be  recommitted  to 
^the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  with  in- 
structions "  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  same,  as  to  provide  for  the  allow- 
ance of  bounty  land  to  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  United  States  Army, 
and  to  their  representatives,  who  enlisted  for  five 
years  or  during  the  war,  and  were  honorably  dis- 
charged previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  respect- 
ive terms  of  their  enlistment." 

The  case  of  this  claimant  may  be  stated  as  fol- 
lows :  He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  for  five  years ;  but,  after  serving 
some  eighteen  months,  he  was  discharged,  the 
war  being  over,  and  he  being  anxious  to  rejoin 
his  family,  on  condition  of  relinquishing  his  claim 
to  bounty  land.  He  now  asks  for  the  passage  of 
a  law  to  give  him  his  bounty  land.  [There  was 
an  additional  ground  for  his  claim  for  160  acres 
of  lancL  viz :  that  he  bad  purchased  the  assign- 
ment of  the  claim  of  another  soldier  to  his  bounty 
land,  but  not  with  sufficient  formality  to  give  him 


a  legal  title  to  it ;  but  this  ground  was  litde  relied 
upon,  the  debate  turning  upon  the  priAclple  in- 
volved in  the  other  claim.] 

On  the  principle  of  this  bill  a  debate  arose,  ii 
which  considerable  eloquence  and  iagenoity  were 
displayed,  which  occupied  the  whole  day ;  in  ihe 
course  of  which,  the  claim  was  opposed  by  Messn. 
Tatlob,  Ross,  SnaLiNG,  Wsight,  Livebmou, 
Kr£m BB,  Rankin,  and  Cook  ;  and  advocated  bf 
Messrs.  W.  Smith,  A.  Smtth  of  Virginia,  CAM^ 
BELL  of  Ohio,  Mallabt,  Houston,  Wbbstii, 
and  Stobbs. 

The  general  grounds  on  which  this  bill  was 
opposed,  were,  that  it  was  unfair  to  make  a  difier- 
ence  between  the  case  of  this  soldier  and  so  maxf 
others  who  were  discharged  under  similar  circaoh 
stances.  If  any  act  was  passed,  it  oocht  to  be  i 
general  one — that  Schaefier  could  not  ckum  either 
on  the  ground  of  his  own  services  or  those  of 
Sharp,  because,  in  his  own  person,  he  had  not 
served  the  five  years  for  which  he  had  eolisted, 
and  had,  besid^  expressly  covenanted  to  reliih 
quish  his  bounty  land ;  and  the  transfer  of  Shaqr's 
warrant  to  him  was  directly  in  the  free  of  id  ex- 
press law  prohibiting  such  transfers.  If  this  ptii- 
tion  should  be  fnnledf  there  was  nothing  to  hin- 
der all  the  soldiers  who,  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
had  relinquished  their  bounty  land  for  the  sake  of 
a  discharffe,from  still  demanding  it,  even  althoogk 
(as  was  the  case  with  some)  they  had  serfed  to 
a  few  weeks.  The  petitioner  had  not  obuincd, 
what  the  law  espreesly  demanded,  an  ^^hoaorabie 
discharge,"  with  '<  a  certificate  of  haviag  faith- 
fully  performed  his  duty." 

The  ground  taken  by  the  advocates  of  the  bill 
was,  that  Schaeffer  had  fulfilled  his  contract  with 
Qovernnient,  having  served  till  discharged ;  that 
his  discharge  was  to  be  considered  as  an  '^honor- 
able" one,  since  nothing  appeared  to  the  coDtit- 
ry;  and  that  his  relinquishmtnt  of  his  booatf 
land  was  void  in  law,  the  officers  having  hid  no 
right  to  interpose  conditions  on  the  discharge  of 
a  soldier ;  such  an  act,  under  the  circumstances, 
betnff  an  unfair  advantage  taken  of  his  situation. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Taylob  was  negatived  bjf 
a  large  majority. 

After  further  debate,  the  question  was  at  length 
taken  on  the  passa j;e  of  the  bill,  the  yeas  aod  nap 
having  been  reqwred  bv  Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New 
York,  and  decided  a»  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Tfaseaiee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Ball,  Baylies,  J.  S.  hu- 
hour,  Btitley,  Beeeher,  Blair,  Brown,  Bockser,  Bar* 
leigh,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Collins,  Condict,  Conner, 
Crowttioshield,  Culpeper,  D wight,  Edwards  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Bllis,  Floyd,  Foote  of  New  York.  Forsyth, 
Frost,  Garrison,  Gazlay,  Gist,  Gurley,  Hainiluia. 
Hemphill,  Henry,  Hooks,  Houston,  laacks,  JohntoB 
of  Virginia,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Lawrence,  Leftwicb, 
Letcher,  Locke,  Long,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio, 
Mallary,  MarTin,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Neale,  Newtoo, 
Patterson  of  Ohio,Plamerof  PennsyWania,  Rrynoldfr 
Richards,  Sandford,  Sbarpe,  Sibley,  8loane,  Arthnr 
Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  WilKam  Smith,  Standefer,  J- 
Stephenson,  Strong,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  TriDb)^ 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Vto 
Rensselaer,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whittlesey,  Wiiii^ 
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Williams  of  New  Toft,  Wilion  of  New  York,  WU- 
•00  of  8oQth  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  Ohio — 79. 

Nayi— Meaara.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen  of 
JfaMichuietta,  Allison,  Bailey,  Barber  of  Connect!- 
cot,  Bartlett,  Baasett,  Bradley,  Breck,  Buck,  Cady, 
Ctmbreleo;,  Carter,  Gary,  Casaedy,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Cuok,  Crafta,  Craig,  Coahroan,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwinell, 
Eddy,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Fuller,  Gatlin,  Hall,  Uar- 
lia,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom, 
Holcombe,  JcDkins,  Kremer,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Litch* 
field,  liivermorc,  McArthur,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  Mo* 
Kim,  MaDgom,  liiartindale,  Matlack,  Mataon,  Mitchell 
of  PcDoaylTania,  Mooreof  Alabama,  Nelson,  O'Brien, 
Oweo,  Patteraon  of  Pennsylvania,  Plumer  of  New 
Htrnpchire,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rich,  Rivea, 
Ron,  Spaight,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Swan, 
Taylor,  Ten  £yck,  Thompaon  of  Kentucky,  Tod, 
Tomlinaon,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Van 
Wjek,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Vir- 
linia,  Willtama  of  North  Carolina,  Henry  Wilaon, 
Wood,  Wooda,  and  Wright— 86. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected.    Aad  then  the  House 
adjooroed  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  29. 

Mr.  Morgan  presented  a  memorial  of  a  com- 
I  miuee  appointed  at  a  numerous  and  respectable 
meetiDg  of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  assembled  to 
take  JDto  consideration  the  situation  of  the  Greeks, 
prayiflg  Congress,  at  a  coorenient  and  proper  sea- 
SOD,  40  recognise  the  independence  of  the  Grreek 
oatioo,  BOW  engaged  in  arms  in  the  maintenance 
of  their  independence  against  the  power  of  the  Ot- 
toman or  Turkish  Empire ;  which  memorial  was 
ordered  to  tie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  presented  a  petition  of  Oliver  Hull 
and  others,  cultivators  of  the  castor  bean,  and  man- 
nfactorers  of  the  castor  oil.  extracted  from  the 
same,  praying  that  additional  duties  be  imposed  on 
foreign  casior  oil,  upon  the  importation  thereof 
into  the  United  States ;  which  petition  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  McKiM  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
anderwriters  and  merchants  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, prayinff  for  the  aid  of  the  Government  of 
ibe  United  states,  in  their  endeavors  to  procure 
Nress  for  their  ships  and  merchandise,  seized  in 
^^in  porti  of  Europe,  under  edicts  issued  by  the 
Government  of  France;  which  memorial  was  laid 
OD  the  table. 

Mr.  MooRB,  of  Alabama,  presented  a  petition  of 
Conis  Lewis,  praying  that  the  district  jndffe  of 
tbe  district  of  Alabama  may  be  directed  to  deliver 
up  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  cer- 
tain negro  slaves  captured  by  him,  while  com- 
mander of  a  revenue  cutter  of  the  United  States, 
m  the  year  1818;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Wbittleset  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  T.  Nim- 
mo,  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
miiiee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  C<mimittee  on 
Poblie  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tioQ  of  the  petition  from  Michigan  Territory  for 


a  road  from  Fort  Meigs  to  Detroit,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  HooEBooM  submitted  the  following  resola* 
tion: 

Rewhedt  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AflGiirs 
be  instructed  to  inqaire  whether  sny,  and,  if  any, 
what  farther  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law,  rela- 
tive to  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 

The  said  resolution  was  disagreed  to  by  the 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strong^  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  restoring  the  name  of  Archi- 
bald JacKson  to  the  pension  roll. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floto,  a  Committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  oeca- 
pying  the  Columbia  or  Oregon  river,  and  to  regu- 
late the  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Floto,  Mr.  Gublet,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Hat- 
OEN,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Fbost,  and  Mr.  BAYUEflL 
were  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  said 
resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  it  was 

Rciolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
snd  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing,  by  law,  that  every  Postmaster  in- 
tend ing  to  resign  his  appointment,  shall  give  a  reason- 
able notice,  at  hb  office,  of  such  his  intention. 

Mr.  Campbell  stated,  in  support  of  his  resolu- 
tion, that  Postmasters  are  now  in  the  practice  of 
resigning  secretly,  and  recommending  a  successor ; 
whose  appointment  is  often  the  first  intimation 
any  body  receives  of  the  intention  of  the  predeces- 
sor to  resign.  He  thought  this  inexpedient  and 
unfair. 

Mr.  Hamilton  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Ruohedy  That  the  Committee  on  Nsvsl  Affairs  be 
instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eatablish- 
ing  a  navy  yard  either  at  Beaufort  or  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  for  the  building,  repairing,  and  equip- 
ment of  sloops  of  war,  and  vessels  of  a  smaller  class, 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Sutes. 

The  said  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Cook  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration : 

JUwkftd^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statementt 
showing  the  amonnt  of  money  remaining  to  be  paid  by 
the  pnrchaaera  of  public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  day  of 
July,  1820,  designating  the  amonnt  due  for  lands  pnr« 
chased  in  each  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Farrellt,  it  was 

RtBoLvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  organization 
and  number  of  the  engineer  corps,  and  ascertain 
whether  any  alteration  be  necessary  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Fabbellt  observed,  that  the  President,  in 
his  Message,  informed  the  House  that  the  engineer 
corps  had  been  extensively  employed,  during  the 
last  Summer,  on  Lake  Erie,  on  the  waters  of  the 
Ohio,  and  on  the  Atlantic  coast ;  and  if  be  was  not 
mistaken  in  his  reooUectioOy  an  honorable  genUe^ 
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nan  (Mr.  Cocke,)  from  Tennessee,  has  proposed 
the  employment  of  them  to  explore  the  waters  in 
Tennessee,  for  the  purposes  of  canals.  It  is  con- 
templated still  farther  to  employ  them,  in  ezam- 
tning  the  routes  for  canals  between  the  waters  of 
the  Ohio  and  the  Potomac,  and  those  of  Lake 
Erie  and  the  Ohio.  Perhaps  at  the  time  the  corps 
was  organized,  these  additional  duties  were  not 
contemplated;  and,  as  now  organized,  they  may 
be  inadequate  to  the  performance  of  them.  The 
primary  objects  of  erecting  fortifications  on  the 
frontiers,  might  have  been  then  only  contem- 
plated :  these  could  onlv  he  used  in  time  of  war. 
But  these  secondary  objects  I  have  mentioned, 
which  can  be  used  in  the  calm  of  peace,  might  not 
hare  been  thought  of.  He  hoped  the  resolution 
would  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Richard,  it  was 

Resolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  opening  a  road  between  Mount  Clemens,  in  the 
county  of  Macomb,  and  Fulton fi^e,  near  the 
mouth  of  Pine  river,  m  the  county  of  St.  Clair,  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

{The  object  of  this  resolution,  as  stated  by  the 
mover,  is  to  open  a  road  into  the  public  lands,  that 
they  may  be  the  sooner  sold  and  settled.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storks,  it  was 

Resolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  30th  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ^'An 
act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Court  of  the  United 
States,"  passed  September  24, 1789. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Bartlett,  and 
John  Stearns  and  others;  which,  after  some  de- 
bate, in  which  Messrs.  Newtom,McCot,  Hobart, 
Reed,  and  Tomlinson,  took  part,  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a>third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
JHI  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt,  which 
was  read,  together  with  the  accompanying  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  reported  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 

The  resolution  presented  by  Mr.  Rankin  on 
Priday,  calling  for  information  as  to  the  state  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  and  the  necessity  for  more 
clerks  therein,  being  taken  up — 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  inquired  of  the 
mover  the  reasons  for  a  call  of  this  character. 
There  were  generall]r  enough  applications  made 
to  Congress  for  additional  clerks  in  the  Depart- 
ments, without  inviting  any  more. 

Mr.  Rankin  explained,  and  stated,  in  substance, 
that,  owing  to  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  former 
Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  the  business  of 
thai  office  had  fallen  into  much  confusion.  Many 
maps  were  wanting,  which  could  not  be  had,  the 
only  draughtsnoan  in  the  offioe  having  more  than 
he  could  possibly  attend  to.  If  a  few  assistants  were 
employed  to  bring  up  the  arrears  of  business,  not 
oaly  mifht  they  ^soob  dispenstd  with  again,  bat 


some  of  the  clerks,  now  necessary,  might  be  also 
dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Tatlor  objected,  he  said,  not  to  the  object 
in  view,  but  to  toe  mode  of  attaining  iL  The 
House  was  not  in  the  habit  of  applying  to  subor- 
dinate officers,  but  to  the  Heads  of  Departments, 
for  the  information  they  required.  He  hoped  the 
gentleman  would  throw  his  motion  into  the  form 
of  a  resolution,  directing  the  employment  of  the 
requisite  assistants,  and  he  would  have  no  objec* 
tion  to  vote  for  it ;  but,  as  it  stood,  he  muse  more 
that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Which  motion,  after  «  few  words  from  Mr. 
Rankin  prevailed,  and  the  resolution  was  laid  oa 
the  table. 

GARRETT  FOUNTAIN. 

I 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,    | 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Garrett  Fountain. 

Mr.  Ttson^  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
report,  by  striking  out  the  word  "  not,"  in  that 
part  of  it  which  recommends  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  shall  not  be  granted ;  which  gave 
rise  to  a  debate  of  more  than  an  hour,  in  which 
Messrs.  Sharpe,  Woods,  and  Buck,  advocated, 
and  Messrs.  McCoy  and  Williams  opposed  the 
claim. 

The  debate  was  somewhat  desultory,  much  of 
it  being  aside  from  the  point  to  be  determined. 
The  circumstances  of  the  case  are  briefly  these: 
Garrett  Fountain,  the  petitioner,  was  asenr  to  a 
contractor  for  furnishing  provisions  for  the  troops 
at  a  post  in  the  bay  of  New  York,  on  the  Long 
Island  shore.  There  beine  there  no  public  store, 
he  applied  for  and  obtained  permission  from  Geo* 
eral  Dearborn,  to  erect  a  store  at  his  own  expense, 
on  the  public  ground,  at  the  post.  The  building 
cost  him  91, OCX) ;  when  he  ceased  to  be  an  agent, 
he  oflfered  the  store  A  the  Government  at  a  rent 
of  $150  which  was  refused,  and  General  Dear- 
born ordered  the  deputy  quartermaster  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  store,  and  allow  Fountain  91^0  per 
annum.  The  Government  occupied  the  store  for 
three  and  an  half  years,  and  the  present  claim  is 
for  that  rent.  It  was  refused  at  the  Treasury  for 
want  of  a  law  recognising  the  payment  of  rent 
by  the  United  States  for  a  store  house,  the  law 
only  providing  that  at  every  permanent  post  a 
store  house  shall  be  built  at  the  public  expense. 
The  claim  was  advocated  on  the  ground  of  its 
equity  and  legality,  and  resisted  on  the  plea  that 
as  this  was  not  a  permanent  but  a  temporary  post, 
contractors  must  put  up  such  buildings  as  they 
wanted  at  their  own  expense.  But  the  claim 
was  not  for  the  cost  of  the  building,  which  was 
confessed  to  be  forfeited,  but  merely  for  the  rent  of 
it  when  no  longer  occupied  by  the  owner,  but  by 
the  United  Slates. 

The  amebdment,  to  reject  the  unfavorable  re- 
port, was  adopted,  ayes  88,  noes  59 ;  when  the 
Commitee  rose,  and,  the  House  concurring  In  the 
amendment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ttson,  the  amend- 
ed report  was  recommitted  to  the  Commitree  of 
Claims,  with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill  pur- 
suant thereto. 
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Tfae  House  then  w«Dt  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  two  bills  reported  by  the  Committee 
00  the  Judiciary,  viz :  a  bill  repealing,  in  part,  the 
act  to  lessen  the  compensation  to  clerks,  marshals, 
and  attorneys  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States; 
and  an  act  concerning  costs  in  certain  cases. 
The  first  of  these  bills  provides  : 
"Tbat  no  much  of  the  act,  psssed  on  the  18th  day 
of  April,  1814,  entitled  'An  act  to  leeaen  the  compen- 
siUon  for  siarthals,  elerki,  and  attomeya,  in  the  cases 
therein  mentioned/  aa  prohibita  the  allowance  of  daily 
cooipeittation  to  ararshals  and  attorn eya  in  the  dta- 
trieiM  itt  nid  ael  naanttoned,  be,  and  the  same  hereby 
ii,  repealed  ;  and,  that  there  hereafter  be  allowed  to 
the  msfibala  and  attoraoys  for  aaid  diatricta,  the  aame 
iltilj  compeoaation  aa  ta  allowed  to  the  aaoM  offioen 
in  other  dittricta/' 

Mr,  Webster  stated  the  object  of  the  commit- 
tee in  reporting  this  bill.    By  a  reference  to  the 
actual  law  on  this  subject,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  general  law  of  17U9,  making  provision  for  the 
compensatioii  of  the  marshals  and  attorneys  of 
tiie  several  Statea,  provided,  among  other  things, 
that  a  daily  allowance  of  five  doUars  per  day's 
aneodance  on  the  courts  on  the  business  of  the 
United  States  ahould  be  allowed  to  the  marshal, 
and  a  like  sum  to  the  attorney  of  the  United  States, 
for  each  judicial  district.    In  the  year  1814,  an  act 
was  paused,  which  applied  to  particular  districts, 
Massacho^tta,  Rhode  Island,  the  eastern  district 
of  New  York,  dbc.  repealing  the  daily  allowance 
to  these  officers  ia  those  districts.    The  ground  of 
this  partial  change  was,  that  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  that  day,  during  the  war,  the 
commercial  districts  afforded  to  these  officers  so 
great  emoluments,  in  the  shape  of  fees  and  for- 
feitures, that  the  stated  compensatioii  was  thought 
to  be  superfluous,  and  was,  therefore,  repealed  as 
to  those  districts.    After  the  cessation  of  the  war, 
this  state  of  things  became  changed,  and,  in  dif- 
ferent years,  subsequently,  propositions  have  been 
made  i^iu  to  equalize  the  compensation  of  these 
officers,  but,  for  want  of  time,  or  from  some  other 
cause,  ihey  have  not  been  acted  upon.    The  sub- 
ject being  brought  before  the  Judiciary  Committee 
at  this  seasion,  one  of  two  courses  appeared  to 
them  obviously  proper ;  either  to  extend  the  law 
to  all  the  districts,  or  to  repeal  it  as  it  now  stood. 
For,  whatever  might  be  thought  of  one  or  the 
other  course,  nothing  could  be  said  in  favor  of  re- 
taining the  present  partial  character  of  the  system 
of  compensation.    On  full  esamination,  the  com- 
mittee had  thought  the  better  course  wotild  be  to 
repeal  so  much  of  the  law  of  1814  as  relates  to 
the  subject,  and  to  place  the  compensations  to  the 
officers  on  the  same  footing  as  they  stood  upon 
[Previous  to  its  passage. 

An  amendment  was  offered,  by  Mr.  Hayden, 
^oiDg  to  restrict  the  fees  of  cleras  in  oeitain  cases, 
but,  after  some  conversation,  he  withdrew  it,  with 
he  design  hereafter  to  present  it  in  a  distinct  prop- 
osition, and  the  biU  was  agreed  to. 

COSTS  IN  SUITS  BY  PATENTEB& 
The  b'dl  eoneerning  costs  in  certain  cases,  was 
hen  ukea  op  by  the  Commitiee. 


This  bill  provides,  "  That  in  suits  commenced 

<  ia  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  after  the 
'  passage  of  this  act,  to  recover  damages  for  the 
'  violation  of  any  right  arising  under  letters  [latent, 

<  lawfully  issued,  for  any  new  and  useful  inven* 
'  tion,  discovery,  or  improvement,  costs  shall  be 

<  allowed  to  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  in  all  casesw 
^  where  the  sum  recovered  bv  him  or  them  shaU 
^  not  be  less  than  one  hundred  dollars." 

Mr.  Webbteb  explained  the  reason  of  the  com- 
mittee for  reporting  this  bill.  The  general  law 
forbids  all  recovery  of  costs  in  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  where  the  amount  of  the  judg- 
ment is  less  than  five  hundred  doUars.  This 
minimum,  as  applicable  to  cases  generally,  Mu 
W.  said,  was  perhaps  too  high,  but,  as  related  to 
cases  of  recovery  of  damages  for  violation  of  pa* 
tent  rights,  it  was  supposed  there  were  particu- 
larly strong  reasons  why  it  should  be  reduced. 
Suits  of  that  description  are  instituted  not  so  much 
to  recover  great  damages  as  to  establish  the  ri^i 
of  the  inventors.    The  right  may  be  a  very  im- 

Krtant  one,  and  yet  the  violation  of  it  in  particu- 
■  instances  may  not  involve  heavy  damages. 
In  ordinary  calves,  the  right  of  suing  in  the  Courts 
of  the  United  States  has  been  regarded  as  a  privi- 
lege, persons  possessing  it  having  the  option  to 
avail  themselves  of  it  or  to  resort  to  the  State 
courts,  &c.  But,  with  respect  to  patent  rights, 
as  that  subject  is  exclusively  in  the  possession  of 
the  General  Government,  the  whole  right  being 
created  by  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  the  injured 
person  being  obliged  to  su^  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  or  no  where,  it  seemed  right  to  en- 
large the  law  so  far  as  to  allow  costs  to  the  plain- 
tiffin  all  cases  arising  under  the  law  of  patents, 
where  the  damages  awarded  should  amount  to 
one  hundred  dollars.  For  that  purpose  this  bill 
had  been  reported. 

Mr.  T  AYix>R,  of  New  York,  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment, that  the  minimum  should  be  reduced  to 
thirty  dollars.  Very  useful  patenU  often  appli^ 
to  articles  of  comparatively  small  value,  whore 
an  infringement  in  any  single  case  would  not 
entitle  the  patentee  to  damages  amounting  to  one 
hundred  dollars.  It  was  incumbent  on  Congress 
to  provide  for  these  cases,  and  as  GovernmenC 
charged  the  patentee  thirty  dollars  for  his  patent, 
there  was  a  propriety  in  nxing  upon  that  sum  as 
the  limit  of  damages  on  which  he  might  obtain 
coats. 

Mr.  Webster  not  objecting,  the  amendmeiU 
was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  both 
bills,  and  they  were  both  ordered  to  be  eagrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 


Tuesday,  December  30. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Kentucky,  Tho- 
mas Mbtcalpb,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
hk  seat. 

Mr.  Kent,,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Colombia,  reported  a  bill  to  confer  ceruia 
powers  on  the  levy  court  of  the  oounty  of  Alex** 
andria,  in  the  District  of  Colunbia,  and  for  other 
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purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commicted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  reinstating  Henry 
Hines,  of  the  county  of  Louisia,  on  the  Revolu- 
tionary pension  list. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hayden,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  explaining  and  amending  the  third 
section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  providing 
compensation  for  the  marshals,  clerks,  attorneys, 
jurors,  and  witnesses,  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the  acts  there- 
in mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes,"  so  far  forth 
as  the  provisions  thereof  aflect  the  compensation 
of  the  clerks  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of 
the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  Charles  Minifie,  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

Engrossed  bills, of  the  following  titles,  viz:  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt ;  An  act  for 
therelief  of  William  Bartlett  and  John  Stearns, 
owners  of  the  schooner  Angler,  and  Nathaniel 
Carver,  owner  of  the  schooner  Harmony,  and 
others ;  An  act  to  repeal,  in  part,  an  act,  entitled 
^An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  for  marshals, 
clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein  men- 
tioned ;"  were,  respectively,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

SYSTEM  OP  BANKRUPTCY. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  an  uniform  system 
of  bankruptcy,  reported  that  it  is  not  expedient  to 
establish  such  system. 

Mr.  Webster  observed,  that  the  committee 
had  thought  it  proper  to  make  an  early  comrou- 
Bioation  of  their  opinion  on  this  important  subject 
to  the  House.  In  this  opinion,  a  great  majority 
of  the  committee  concurred  ;  indeed,  he  believed 
he  was  the  onl¥  member  who  had  the  misfortune 
to  differ  from  tnat  opinion.  The  whole  commit- 
tee, however,  were  desirous  of  giving  a  fair  op- 
portunity to  those  gentlemen  who,  like  himself, 
were  in  favor  of  the  system,  to  bring  the  question 
before  the  House.  Such  an  opportunity  would 
now  be  afforded,  as  any  member  might  move  to 
amend  the  report,  by  altering  it  from  a  negative 
to  an  affirmative  character.  It  seemed  to  him  to 
be  proper,  on  several  accounts,  that  the  opinion 
of  the  House,  on  the  general  question  of  tne  ex- 
pediency of  a  bankrupt  law,  should  be  taken,  be- 
fore a  bill  should  be  brought  in.  In  such  a  bill 
there  must  necessarily  be  much  of  prolixity  and 
daCail ;  and  rery  much  discossion  might  he  ex- 
pected to  arise  on  particular  provisions,  which 
would  seem  to  be  misplaced,  until  there  should 
be  some  room  to  think  that  the  general  measure 
itself  was  acceptable  to  a  majority  of  the  House. 
Until  there  was  room  to  believe  that,  such  a  dis- 
eusston  upon  details  would  have  no  effect  bat  to 
coniume  time.    If  the  House  should  now  rererse 


this  report,  the  committee  would  cheerfully  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill.  He  would  take  the 
liberty  to  suggest,  however,  whether  the  best  way 
would  not  be  to  proceed  by  resolution.  In  this 
way,  perhaps,  not  only  the  general  question  might 
be  settled,  but,  if  settled  in  favor  of  the  measure, 
subsequent  resolutions  might  proceed  to  setde 
some  of  the  general  outlines  of  the  system  ;  such, 
for  example,  as  what  classes  of  persons  the  system 
should  extend  to ;  whether  only  to  traders,  tech- 
nically or  le^lly  so  called,  or  to  all  persons,  by 
proper  description,  who  have,  ordinarily,  occasion 
to  use  extensive  credits ;  and  whether  it  shall  be  a 
temporary  or  permanent  system,  dbc.  He  made 
these  suggestions  only  for  the  eonsidermuon  of 
those  who,  like  himself,  were  m  faror  of  the  sys- 
tem. And,  to  the  end  that  they  might  have'aa 
option,  to  proceed  by  way  of  resolution ,  or  by 
motion  to  amend  the  present  report,  he  would 
move  that  the  report  lie  upon  the  table. 
The  report  was  accordingly  laid  on  the  table. 

TRADE  WITH  THE  INDIANS. 

Mr.  RioB  offered  the  following : 

Reeoivtd,  That  the  Committee  on  lodian  Affaiis 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  practicability  and 
eipediency  of  adopting  measares  which  ahaU  more 
cflbctUftUy  restrain  either  citiiens  of  the  United  States 
or  foreigners  from  honting  or  trapping  on  laiida  to 
which  Uie  Indian  title  has  not  bMo  extingiiftalied, 
and  exclude  foreigners  from  a  partidpation  in  the 
Indian  trade. 

Mr.  RicB,  in  introducing  the  abore  resolutioii, 
said,  that  he  conceived  it  due  to  the  House  to 
state  some  of  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
offer  it  for  adoption,  and  to  hope  that  the  inquiry 
it  proposed  would  prove  successful.  Daring  the 
last  season,  he  was  sorry  to  state,  there  had  occor^ 
red  on  our  Western  borders,  a  killing  and  w^ouDd- 
ing  of  traders,  and  a  slaughtering  of  Indians, 
which  was  much  to  be  regretted.  The  attack 
made  by  the  Indians  is  said  to  hare  been  unpro- 
voked  ;  it  may  have  been  so ;  he  hoped,  for  ibc 
honor  of  our  country,  that  such  would  turn  out 
to  have  been  the  fact.  He  did  not  entertain  a 
doubt,  that  all  that  could,  under  the  existing^  la  w^ 
be  done  to  prevent  so  unhappy  an  occurrence, 
had  been  done  bv  the  Executive.  He  beliered, 
however,  it  would,  on  inyestigation,  be  found. 
that  the  laws  had  been  violated,  and  the  rights  ot 
our  red  brethren  infringed.  In  support  of  his  re- 
marks, Mr.  R.  asked  leave  to  read  certain  parts 
of  the  correspondence  which  had  been  submitted 
to  the  House  on  this  subject — [He  here  read  a 
letter  of  Mr.  Pilcher  to  Major  O'Fallon,  commu- 
nicating a  letter  from  Mr.  Gordon,  which  gave 
an  account  of  the  arrangements  for  hunting  made 
by  the  party.]  This  unhappy  fracas  had  arisen, 
it  seemed,  while  our  traders  were  marching, 
trapping,  and  counter-marching.  [Here  Mr.  R. 
quoted  the  letter  from  General  Atkinson  to  G8en- 
eral  Gaines,' enclosing  another  from  General  Ash- 
ley to  Major  O'Fallon.]  The  object  of  this  ex- 
pedition, Mr.  R.  went  oa  to  say,  was  to  firociire 
and  carry  away  that  game  to  which  the  Indian 
tribes  had  as  just  a  right  u  any  of  us  hare  to  tike 
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propertf  we  hold.  In  relation  to  that  part  of  the 
/esaJutioo  which  refers  to  the  exclusion  of  foreign- 
ers from  this  trade,  unless  we  could  effect  this,  he 
was  persoaded  we  need  look  for  nothing  but  a 
continual  recurrence  of  events  of  the  same  kind 
as  had  occurred — a  constant  waste  of  human 
life,  U  more  efficient  means  to  preserve  pacific 
relations  with  the  Indian  tribes  could  not  be  de- 
irised,  or  were  impracticable,  then  we  had  better 
withdraw,  at  once,  our  troops  from  the  Indian 
coQDtry  altogether. 

Mr.  Vance  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  the  last  clause,  (to  exclude  foreigners 
from  the  Indian  trade,)  but  afterwards  withdrew 
the  amendment,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted, 
as  moved  by  Mr.  Rich. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
Mr.  Sloans,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Parmenio  Adams, 
coBtestiog  the  right  of  Isaac  Wilson  to  a  seat 
in  this  House,  as  one  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  Slate  of  New  York ;  which  report  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  is  as 
follows: 

That,  by  the  Uws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  •'for  reg« 
oIitiDg  elections,"  all  eleetions  are  by  ballot,  and  are 
directed  to  be  held  by  towns  in  each  county  withm  the 
State,  and  the  snpervieors,  asMseors,  and  town  derks 
of  the  leveral  towns,  or  a  majority  of  them,  are  to 
eoostitote  a  board  of  inspectors,  whose  dnty  it  is  to 
loperiotend  the  elections  in  their  respective  towns, 
ind  after  making  a  canvass  of  the  votes  given  at  any 
electioB,  to  caoea  the  same  to  be  recorded  in  the  town 
^ka,  aod  transmit  to  the  office  of  the  county  clerk 
i  troe  retora  of  the  votes  so  canvassed,  when  the 
tame  ihaU  be  examined  by  a  board  of  county  canvas- 
evs*  After  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  in  the 
oonty  ia  ascertained,  and  an  entry  thereof  made  by 
he  clerk  on  the  records  of  the  oonnty,  he  shall  imme- 
jately  makr  out  three  certified  copies  thereof;  one  of 
rhich  he  shall  forward  to  the  Governor  of  the  State, 
ae  to  the  Comptroller,  and  one  to  the  Secretary  of 
ttala,  to  be  laid  belbre  the  Stato  canvassers.  The 
^taie  ia  divided  into  dietriels  for  the  eleetion  of  Rep* 
estatstivee  to  Congrees,  and  the  comity  of  Genesee 
WBs  the  twsoty-Dinth  district.  The  elactton  for 
iepraaentativea  in  the  preaent  Confreas  was  held  on 
la  fiiat  Monday  of  November,  143S,  and  the  two  sv»> 
isdiag  days.  It  appeare  that,  at  that  election,  Isaac 
Dillon  and  Parmenio  Adams  were  candidates  in  op- 
Mitaott;  and  by  the  offieial  certifieete  of  the  clerk  of 
saesee  coanty,  it  appears  that  Isaac  Wilson,  by  the 
itams  from  tbe  ssvenl  towns,  had  8,093  votes,  and 
tat,  by  the  same  ntnma,  Parmenio  Adams  had  8,077 
Msk  The  petitioner  reeU  his  claim  to  a  seet  solely 
1  the  ground  that,  in  the  town  of  China,  in  said 
»aaty,  the  board  of  inapeetors  mede  a  mistake,  by 
tvniog  for  the  sitting  member  67  votes,  when,  in 
ct,  the  trao  number  given  for  him  was  only  46  votes, 
id  ooght  to  hsTe  been  so  returned.  The  sitting 
•niber  relies  on  three  points  to  support  his  right  to 
fain  his  seat.  1st  That  ia  the  town  of  Attica  a 
biake  took  plaes,  similar  in  ita  nature  to  the  one 
Uch  occurred  in  China,  by  whieh  mistake  the  peti* 
oer  had  98  voCss  returned  for  him  by  the  board  of 
Veetore  of  tbs  aleetion  in  Attiea,  when  the  true 
nber  given  was  bat  89  vetee,  mid  that  so  it  onght 
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te  have  been  returned.  8d.  That  in  the  town  of  Mid- 
dlebury,  the  bosrd  of  inspectors  rejected  one  vote 
whieh  onght  to  have  been  coasted  for  him,  because, 
being  a  printed  ballot  with  his  name  thereon,  bat  par- 
tially erased  with  the  stroke  of  a  pen,  it  was  consid- 
ered as  a  blank  vote ;  and,  3d.  That  in  the  towns  of 
Stafford  and  Byron  six  ballota  were  improperly  de- 
stroyed by  the  boards  of  inspectors  in  those  towns,  and 
not  included  in  the  canvass,  which  he  contends  were 
given  for  him,  and  ought  to  have  been  taken  into  the 
general  estimate  of  those  towns.  In  support  of  the 
different  allegations  of  the  parties,  a  number  of  affida- 
vita  are  produced,  taken  in  the  presence  of  both.  No 
attempt  is  made  to  impeach  the  character  or  veracity 
of  any  of  the  witnesses.  They  are  principally  officers 
of  the  election,  choeen  by  the  cittzena  of  their  respec- 
tive towns,  and  presumed  to  be  gentlemen  of  respecta- 
bility. The  committee  have  carefully  examined  the 
testimony,  and  conaider  it  as  entitled  to  full  credit. 
They  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  testimony  respect- 
ing the  return  from  the  town  of  China  eatabliahes  the 
iact  that  88  votes  were  returned  for  the  sitting  mem- 
ber more  than  the  number  he  actually  received ;  and 
they  are  equally  satisfied  that,  in  the  town  of  Attica, 
A^e  votes  were  returned  for  the  petitioner  more  than 
were  given  for  him  by  the  electors  of  said  town. 
With  respect  to  the  vote  which  the  sitting  member 
dsims  in  the  town  of  Middlebory,  the  committee  are 
of  opinion  thet  he  has  ftiled  to  produce  proof  sufficient 
to  wsrrant  the  conclusion  that  the  board  of  inspectors 
acted  improperly  in  considering  it  a  blank  ballot. 
This  ballot,  it  sppears,  was  s  printed  one,  and  the 
name  of  the  sitting  member  was  impressed  thereon,  but 
'Mnras  excluded  from  the  canvass  and  estimate,  becauae" 
it  was  defaced  **  by  one  stroke  of  a  pen  drawn  over  tho 
name,  but  that  every  letter  was  distinct  and  legible." 

All  the  inspectors  of  election  agree  in  the  opinion 
that,  from  the  manner  in  which  this  ballot  was  defaced, 
it  must  have  been  the  intention  of  the  elector  who 
presented  it,  to  have  it  considered  as  blank.  It  will 
be  observed  that  these  inspectors,  from  the  nature  of 
the  trust  confided  to  them,  and  from  the  obligations 
they  would  necessarily  feel  to  discharge  their  duty 
with  fidelity,  together  with  the  superior  edventags 
which  their  situation  aflsrded  them  of  judging  mors 
correctly  than  any  spectator  or  by-stander  could  do, 
must  be  presumed  to  be  more  competent  to  decide  this 

Suestion  than  any  other  persons  could  be.  With  the 
ecision  of  the  board  of  inspectors  in  this  case,  the 
committee  are  not  disposed  to  interfere.  They  con- 
sider it  a  question  on  which  it  would  be  impossible  to 
come  to  any  deliberate  conclusion,  without  being  poe- 
sessed  of  the  same  opportunity  mnd'sdvantages  which 
were  afforded  to  the  board  of  inspectors.  No  person 
can  undertake,  with  safety,  to  determine,  from  any 
description  of  a  ballot  of  this  sort,  what  deciaion  he 
might  be  diapoaed  to  make  from  an  actasl  inspection 
of  the  ballot  itself.  By  the  law  of  the  State,  the  board 
were  eonstitutsd  the  judges.  They  performed  their 
duty,  and  sre  still  convinced  that  their  judgment  was 
correct ;  and  the  committee  are  not  diaposed  to  ques> 
tion  their  decision.  The  claim  of  the  sitting  member 
to  have  certain  votee,  which  are  stated  to  have  been 
given  for  him  in  the  towns  of  Stafford  and  Byron, 
counted  in  his  favor,  is  not  considered  to  be  sufficiently 
estabUshed  by  the  testimony.  All  the  inspectors 
agree  that  the  ballota  were  folded  together,  and  a  re- 
ference to  the  poll  lista  confirmed  the  fact  that  more 
bidlota  were  received  than  were  names  on  those  listSk 
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The  luggesiton  of  some  of  the  witneeMs,  that  these 
ballots  might  have  been  innocently  delivered  by  the 
electors,  without  any  intention  of  committing  fraud, 
will  not  avail  in  a  case  of  this  kind.  By  the  law  of 
the  State,  every  elector  who  conducts  in  that  way 
forfeits  his  right  of  sufirage  on  that  occasion.  The 
law  on  the  subject  is  positive.  It  provides  that  *<  if 
any  two  or  more  ballots  are  found  folded  or  rolled  up 
together,  none  of  the  ballots  so  folded  or  rolled  shall 
be  estimated/'  Upon  a  full  view  of  the  whole  case, 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  election  was 
conducted  witji  fair  and  honest  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  board  of  inspectors  of  the  several  towns  to 
which  their  inquiries  have  extended ;  and  that  their 
testimony  is  competent,  and  ought  to  be  received,  to 
correct  any  mistakes  which  may  have  occurred  in  re- 
turning  the  votes  given  at  said  election.  That  justice, 
iu  this  case,  requires  that  there  be  deducted  from  the 
aggregate  number  of  S,093  votes  returned  for  the  sit- 
ting member, the  twenty-two  votes  which  were  allowed 
to  his  poll  by  the  mistake  in  the  return  from  the  town 
of  China,  which  will  make  the  whole  number  of  votes 
to  which  he  is  properly  entitled,  3,071 ;  and  that,  in 
like  manner,  a  deduction  ought  to  be  made  from  the 
aggregate  number  of  2,077,  returned  for  the  peti* 
tioner  on  account  of  the  mistake  of  five  votes  returned 
for  him  in  the  town  of  Attica,  more  than  were  given 
for  him  in  that  town,  which  will  leave  to  his  poll  2,072 
votes,  being  a  majority  of  one  vote  over  the  sitting 
member.  The  oommitteey  therefore,  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

**  Resolved,  That  Isaac  Wilson  is  not  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  House. 

*<  Resolvedj  That  Parmenio  Adams  is  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  House.'* 

MixomtAL  or  the  Pxtitiovsk. 

To  the  honorable  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  : 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned,  Parmenio  Adams, 
humbly  showeth : 

That  your  petitioner  and  Isaac  Wilson  wMe  oppo- 
sing candidates  for  the  office  of  member  of  Congress 
in  Uie  twenty-ninth  Congressional  district  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  composed  of  the  county  of  Genesee,  at 
an  election  held  in  said  district  on  the  first  Monday  of 
November,  1622,  and  on  the  two  succeeding  days,  in 
pursuance  of  a  law  of  the  said  State,  to  elect  a  mem- 
ber to  represent  said  district  in  the  Eighteenth  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  of  America ;  that  the  whole 
number  of  Totes  given  ibr  such  member  of  Congress, 
at  the  said  election,  in  the  several  towns  composing 
the  said  district,  as  returned  by  the  proper  officers, 
was  4, 170 ;  and,  of  that  number,  8,077  were  returned 
as  having  been  given  for  yoor  petitioner,  and  8,003 
for  the  said  Isaac  Wilson. 

And  your  petitioner  begs  leave  further  to  represent 
that  the  board  of  inspectors  of  election  for  the  town  of 
China,  in  said  district,  returned  to  the  board  of  can- 
Tassers,  appointed  by  a  law  of  the  said  State  of  New 
York,  sixty-seven  votes  as  having  been  given  in  said 
town  for  your  petitioner  for  member  of  Congress  as 
aforesaid,  and,  by  mistake,  sixty^iseven  votes  as  having 
been  given  for  the  said  Isaac  Wilson  for  member  of 
Congress  as  aforesaid ;  which  said  number  of  sixty- 
seven  votes  for  the  said  Isaac  Wilson  was  counted, 
and  allowed  by  the  said  lM>ard  of  canvassers,  in  order 
to  make  up  the  said  number  of  2,093  given  for  the 
said  Isaac  Wilson  in  the  said  district:  whereas^  in 


truth  and  in  fact,  your  petitioner  did  receive  nity- 
seven  votes  in  the  said  town  of  China  ;  bat  the  sud 
Isaac  Wilson  received  only  forty-five  votes  in  ths  laid 
town;  so  that  your  petitioner  did,  in  tmth,  recein 
2,077  votes  in  the  said  district;  but  the  said  Inac 
Wilson  did,  in  truth,  receive  but  2,071  votes  in  nid 
district ;  which  gives  to  your  petitioner  a  majoritj  of 
six  votes  over  the  said  Isaac  Wilson,  there  being  so 
other  candidates  for  the  office  of  member  of  Congrea 
in  the  said  district,  at  the  said  election,  who  received 
as  many  votes  for  the  said  office  as  either  yoor  peti* 
tioner  or  the  said  Isaac  Wilson. 

And  your  petitioner  further  states,  that,  from  tha 
focts  above  stated,  which  are  proved  to  your  honorable 
body  by  the  affidavits  and  documents  acoomptoyini 
the  prayer  of  your  petitioner,  he  is  entitled  to  i  lot 
with  your  honorable  body  as  a  Representative  in  Cos- 
gress,  but  that  he  cannot  avail  himself  of  whst  U 
considers  to  be  his  right,  without  the  aid  of  your  koi- 
orable  body,  the  said  Isaac  Wilson  having  obtaiaod  i 
certificate  of  his  election  in  the  said  district. 

Your  petitioner,  therefore,  prays  thai  the  aeat  of  tke 
said  Isaac  Wilson,  in  your  honorable  body,  mtjr  ^ 
vacated,  and  your  petitioner  have  leave  to  raoume  tin 
same,  in  conformity  to  the  will  of  the  eleclota  of  ths 
twenty-ninth  Congressional  district  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  as  expressed  in  and  by  the  said  election. 

And  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray,  dec, 

PARMENIO  ADAMS. 

WjisifiiroToir  Citt,  December  1,  1823. 

Letter  of  the  sittinff  member. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Siaavx, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  EUetions: 

Si  a :  Inasmuch  aa  it  has  been  intimated  that  tin 
Committee  of  Elections  will  indulge  ae  in  a  few  suf- 
geetions,  growing  out  of  the  documents  submitted  to 
their  examination,  in  relation  to  the  contested  election 
between  Major  Parmenio  Adams  and  myself,  I  bef 
leave  to  call  the  altention  of  the  committee  to  the  fol- 
lowing :  The  petitioner,  it  appeara,  seeks  by  affidavit 
to  diminish  the  vote  for  the  sitting  member,  in  the 
town  of  Chins,  where  the  return  bad  been  mads  obI 
in  due  form  under  the  statute  law  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  officially  signed  by  the  inapectors  of  election^  ' 
and  returned  to  the  dutrict  canvassers,  and  by  then 
allowed  and  transmitted  to  the  State  Board,  wbereea 
they  make  their  official  certificate.  Regarding  tiie 
State  law,  it  is  believed  that  the  retnra  should  be  sos- 
tained  entire  as  it  is,  or  njected  altogether,  on  the 
ground  of  improper  conduct  of  the  inspectofs,  as  ap- 
pears from  their  own  teetiniony.  It  will  be  aotiesd 
that  the  town  clerk  entered  the  said  official  rttsro  on 
the  town  book  different  from  the  number  eoatained 
therein,  at  forty-five  votea  for  the  sitting  menber,  witfar 
out  consulting  any  one  of  his  associate  inspectors,  snd, 
but  a  few  days  thereafler,  made  up  his  affidavit  that 
the  sitting  member  had  received  forty-aix  votes  in  said 
town  of  China.  I^  however,  it  should  be  adjudged 
proper  by  the  committee,  from  the  case  presented, 
to  correct  the  return  of  the  town  of  China,  in  seeord- 
ance  with  the  memorial  introduced  by  the  petitioner, 
it  is  expected  that  the  brOad  ground  will  be  aasamed 
of  extending  full  and  perfect  equity  to  the  psrtie^ 
and  that  he  who  had  the  greatest  number  of  voles  io 
the  ballot  boxes,  and  was  thereby  fairly  snatsised  by 
the  greatest  number  of  electors  in  the  district,  aboold 
be  allowed  to  prevails  The  petitioner  dsiaii  a  ma- 
jority of  «ix  votes  over  the  aiituig  member^  by  oomci> 
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bf  tba  illeged  mistake  in  the  town  of  Ghina.    Un- 
(fer  thii  view  of  the  cue,  I  proceed,  sir,  to  an  exam- 
inttion  of  the  teatimonj  proanced  on  the  part  of  the 
fiUin;  member,  remarking  that  he  relies,  with  perfect 
oonBdence,  oo  the  accumulated  testimony,  to  prove 
a  mistake  in  the  official  return  of  the  town  of  Attica, 
in  sBid  diatriet,  in  returning  ninety-eight  Totee  for  the 
petitiooer,  instead  of  ninety-three,  the  true  number 
given  for  him  in  said  town.     Six  of  the  seven  inspec- 
toTt  and  clerks,  to  wit,  four  inspectors  and  two  clerks 
of  election  of  the  said  town  of  Attica,  all  testify  that 
thtj  an  clear  and  distinct  in  their  recollections,  and 
are  positiTe  that  the  canvasa  of  that  town  gave  the 
sitting  member  a  majority  of  thirty  votes  over  the  pe- 
titioner ;  whereas  the  return  to  the  clerk's  office,  and 
of&dal  canvass,  show  a  majority  of  twcoty-five  only. 
Two  of  the  inspectors,  and  the  two  clerks,  are  equally 
dear  and  distinct  in  their  recollections  of  the  particu- 
lar number  given  for  each  candidate ;  and  several  of 
the  witnesMs  recollect  distinctly  the  whole  number  of 
votes  given  in  said  town  for  both  candidates,  and  the 
namber  of  names  on  the  poll  list ;  and,  superadded 
to  this  weight  of  evidence,  is  a  minute,  in  writing,  of 
the  candidates'  names  voted  for  at  the  election,  with 
the  number  of  votes  given  for  each,  in  figures,  set 
opposite,  identified  by  Mr.  Stevens,  one  of  the  clerks, 
to  be  in  his  own  handwriting,  taken  down  by  him  at 
the  time  of  the  canvass.    These  six  witnesses  were 
examined  by  the  petitioner  on   interrogatory,  and,  in 
my  bumble  apprehension,  their  answers  strengthen 
the  bodjr  of  their  affidavits. 

The  petitioner  made  an  attempt  to  rebat  their  testi- 
fflonj.  He  introduces  three  witnesses ;  first,  Simeon 
Williams,  junior,  member  of  the  board,  and  town 
clerk,  who  made  out  the  official  return,  and  is  made 
to  say,  in  the  body  of  his  affidavit,  «  That  when  the 
lajd  certificate  was  completed,  and  the  number  of  votes 
eceived  and  canvaeeed,  for  members  of  CongroM,  in- 
«r^  therein,  as  sUted  to  this  deponent  by  the  said 

A  ^  ^'  deponent,  called  upon  the  inspectors 
jM  one  of  the  clerks,  to  the  reading,  and  comparing, 
sc^  which  being  done,  and  no  objection,  dt&,  it  was 
hereupon  signed,"  Ac  Whereas,  in  his  answer  to 
be  last  interrogatory,  he  confesses,  that  upon  the 
ul  of  the  board  to  the  reading,  **and  after  the 
^m^  one  of  the  clerks  said,  you  have  not  got 
!e  Congress  votes  down;  to  which  he  answered 
ebad  not,  and  one  of  the  clerks  then  orally  gave  him 
ie  number  of  votea,  Ac,  and  he  is  not  certain  wha- 
ler the  returns  were  compared  or  not  after  the  addi- 
on  of  the  Congressional  votes."  Thus,  in  the  body 
tthe  affidavit,  and  in  the  answer  of  the  last  interrog- 
^isre  stated  dbtinct  facts,  directly  in  collision  with 
tch  other,  which  prove  that  the  witness  was  mistaken 

the  body  of  his  affidavit;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that,- 
ter  the  Congressional  votes  were  set  down,  the  re- 
f^'  were  not  read  or  compared,  but  were  immedi- 
«ly  eigned  and  kept  by  Mr.  WUliams  for  record. 
<>fies  Disbrow,  another  witness,  stood  by  one  of  the 
;rks,  and  counted  the  tally  paper  at  ninety-eight, 
d  saw  the  clerk  count  once  and  set  down  ninety- 
?Dli  as  he  supposed,  by  candle-light,  and  immedi- 
-jy  left  the  room  ;  did  not  see  the  clerk  make  a  sec- 
id  connt,  nor  did  he  see  the  other  clerk  count,  of 
y  comparison  between  them.  David  C.  Miller,  the 
t  witness  to  this  point,  relates  a  casual  conversa- 
n  had  with  George  Cooley,  Esq.,  soon  after  the 
iciel  canvass  was  pablished,  and  understood  him  to 
•wer  to  this  question.  Do  you  believe  there  was  a 


miatake  ?  Answer,  I  do  not  think  there  was.  And 
several  weeks  after.  Esquire  Cooley  waa  understood 
to  say,  I  have  made  no  affidavit,  (meaning  to  a  mis> 
take,)  neither  do  I  think  I  shall.  In  desultoiy  conver- 
sations like  these,  it  is  not  unoommon  to  mistake  the 
intention  of  the  person  spoken  to,  and  to  put  a  diflfer- 
ent  conatraction  and  complexion  in  detailing  sudi 
conversations.  The  understanding  of  Esquire  Cooley 
is  explained  in  his  answers  to  interrogatories  to  his 
own  affidavit*  And  what  does  he  testify?  Merely 
that,  after  the  whole  number  of  votes  were  canvassed 
by  the  board,  and  put  down  by  the  clerks,  and  com- 
pared, the  clerka  announced  to  the  board  that  the  sit- 
ting member  had  a  majority  of  thirty  votes  over  the 
petitioner,  and  the  deponent  believes  that  he  did  re- 
ceive a  majority  of  thirty  votes.  Thus  much  for  the 
attempt  to  avoid  the  mistake  in  Attica.  We  have 
proceeded  so  far  on  the  ground  of  corrections,  and  the 
petitioner  is  one  single  vote  in  advance  only.  In  the 
town  of  Middlebury  all  the  testimony  concurs  in  piov- 
ing  that  one  printed  vote  put  into  the  Congressional 
election  box,  with  the  name  of  Isaac  Wilson  upon  it, 
with  every  letter  legible,  and  clearly  and  easily  to  be 
read,  and  without  any  other  name  or  writing  Chereon, 
waa  thrown  aside,  and  not  included  in  the  official  re- 
turn,  because  it  was  partially  defaced,  apparently  with 
one  dash  of  a  pen,  whereby  one  elector,  who  exer- 
cised his  elective  franchise,  was  excluded  and  thrown 
out  of  said  return.  Nothing  can  be  more  clear  than 
that  a  blot  or  a  stroke  of  a  pen  on  the  name,  which  is 
still  perfectly  legible,  would  not  authorise  the  inspeei- 
ors  to  throw  it  aside,  on  the  violent  presumption  that 
it  meant  nothing.  Names  are  to  be  written  or  printed 
on  a  ballot— if  they  are  legible,  it  is  enough.  If  Uus 
ballot  is  oounted,  the  parties,  pursuing  the  ground  of 
correction,  have  an  equal  number,  independent  of  thn 
votes  called  double. 

Permit  me,  in  the  next  place,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  in- 
vite the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  testimony 
relating  to  the  towns  of  Byron  and  Stafiford.  l  men- 
tion the  two  in  conjunction  as  being  in  some  respecta 
similar.  I  will,  however,  first  advert  to  a  circumstance 
which  took  place  in  the  town  of  StafiTord,  at  the  can- 
vass of  the  votes  of  said  town,  which  was  of  an  extra- 
ordinary character,  and  in  direct  violation  of  the  State 
law — the  denying  the  Electors  the  privilege  of  wit- 
nessing said  canvass,  and,  to  effect  that  object,  with- 
drawing  to  a  more  private  room,  and  fiastening  the  usual 
door  of  entrance,  and  had  actually  made  some  progress 
in  said  canvass,  when  the  first  witness  accidentally 
found  means  of  entering  the  room  by  a  back  door.  As 
proof  of  this,  I  refer  to  the  affidavita  of  General  W. 
L.  Churchill  and  Ira  Gilbert.  In  the  towns  of  Staf- 
ford and  Byron  it  appears  that  six  votes  that  were  in 
the  Congressional  election  boxes,  and  given  for  the 
sitting  member,  were  thrown  aaide,  and  not  included 
in  the  returns;  the  inspectors,  as  they  teetiQr,  suppos- 
ing that  the  State  lew  r^oired  their  exclusion  as 
double  votes.  But  it  is  confidently  believed  that  an 
attentive  examination  of  the  evidence  in  thoee  cases 
will  sstisfy  every  candid  and  liberal  mind  that  they 
were  not  **  folded  or  rolled  up  together,"  (the  wordk 
of  the  State  law,)  that  is,  enfolded  together  for  th# 
purpose  of  deception,  before  they  were  delivered  to  the 
inspectors  to  be  put  into  the  boxes. 

It  is  abundantly  in  proof  that  those  six  votes  were 
folded  in  the  usual  manner,  and  as  the  other  votes  in 
the  boxes  were  folded,  with  the  edges  out  on  both 
sides.     For  the  two  votea  in  the  town  of  Stafford,  t 
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xMer  to  tbe  teitimeny  of  Eiektel  Hall  and  Mamn 
Lord,  inspectoia,  and  General  W.  L.  Chorohill,  Ira 
GMlbeit,  and  Alfred  Chnrchill,  and  controverted  by 
none.    The  parttcnlar  deacription  of  the  folding  is 
also  given  by  the  wttneasea,  and  clearly  ihowa  that 
they  might  have  alipped  together  in  the  boxes;  and 
the  preennption  is  strong  that  they  did  so  slip  togeth- 
er, as  it  is  proved  by  B.  Brooks,  Esq.,  8.  uriswold, 
Esq.,  and  General  W.  L.  Chnrchill,  thai  votes  in  the 
State  of  New  York  are  not  unfreqnently  fonnd  thus 
slipped  together,  and  when  thns  found  have  been  can* 
vassed  and  allowed.    That  the  foor  votes  mentioned 
in  Byron  wen  folded  in  the  usnal  manner  also,  I  re- 
fer to  the  testimony  of  Bartholomew  Benham,  £d- 
mnnd  Wilcox,  inspectors,  and  Samuel  B.  James,  pros- 
ent  at  tbe  canvass.    That  the  whole  six  votes  were 
given  to  the  sitting  member,  is  proved  by  several  wit* 
nesses,  and  stands  uncontredicted  by  any  one.    I  am 
aware  that  it  will  be  urged  that  the  dreomstanoe  of  a 
disagreement  of  the  poll  listo  with  the  votes  in  the 
boxes,  is  proof  that  the  votes  were  pot  in  double  by 
the  eleetoni;  but  I  humbly  conceive  that  it  is  far 
Ifom  being  conclusive  proof,   when  we  reflect  that 
they  were  folded  in  the  usual  manner,  so  that  they 
might  have  slipped  together,  and  that  it  is  not  un- 
usual that  they  are  found  thns  slipped  together;  and 
noMover  that  it  often  happens  that  there  is  a  dis- 
agreement between  the  poll  lists  and  the  vetea  in  the 
boxea,  as  is  proved  by  Genere!  W.  L.   Churchill,  B. 
Brooks,  Esq.,  and  8.  Griswold,  Esq.;  and  not  uofre- 
quently  an  excess  of  votes,  which  may  well  happen 
by  the  neglect  of  clerks,  through  the  bony  and  bustle 
of  an  election,  to  enter  the  name  of  every  elector  who 
puti  his  vote  into  the  boxes,  especially  when  there  are 
three  boxes  and  three  poll  lists  for  each  elector.  From 
these  and  other  dreumstanecs,  u  not  the  presumption 
too  strong  to  be  resisted,  that  some  of  them,  if  not  tbe 
whole  six  votes,  were  given  in  singly  ?    And,  while 
on  this  subject,  it  may  i^  observed  that  the  only  pos- 
sible ground  on  which  the  six  votes  can  be  set  aside, 
ia  a  fraudulent  intention  in  the  electors. 

It  ia  not  only  possible,  but  very  probable,  as  has  bean 
shown,  that  these  votes  had  slipped  into  each  other  by 
eanying  about  the  boxes  from  one  day's  election  to 
ano^r^  and  from  the  votea  having  to  pass  the  scru- 
tiny of  the  iospecton  as  th^  an  put  in.    If  these  votes 
are  decided  to  be  fraudulent,  it  must  be  from  presump- 
tion merely.    It  is  not  easy  to  distinguish  this  case 
from  all  others,  whare  fraud  is  never  to  be  presumed, 
but  must  be  most  condusively  proven.     Again,  sup- 
nose  that  these  six  votes  were  all  given  in  double,  we 
AWM  it  in  proof,  to  wit,  by  General  Churchill,  Gilbert, 
and  James,  that  they  might  not  only  possibly,  but  pro- 
bably, in  that  case,  have  been  hastUy  received  from 
distributors  of  votes  thus  together,  and  without  exam- 
ination put  in,  not  knowing  ^re  were  two ;  and,  if 
so,  no  fraud  could  attech  to  the  elector,  and,  upon  the 
broad  prindples  of  perfect  equity,  disregarding  the 
State  law,  the  double  votes  should  count  one.    From 
the  production  of  the  affidavits  of  D.  C.  Miller  and  J. 
B.  Lay,  identifying  a  printed  sheet  of  votes,  and 
proving  the  same  to  be  aimilar  to  all  the  Congressional 
votee  printed  at  the  said  Miller's  office  for  the  dection 
of  .November,  162S,  it  is  presumed  the  petitioner  in- 
tends to  infer  a  misteke  by  some  of  my  witnesses  in 
deecribing  the  caption  or  label  of  votes.    The  proof 
does  not  establish  the  inference ;  other  votes  than  those 
printed  at  that  office  might  have  been  circulated.  But, 
suppose  they  were  mistdien  in  that  incidentd  circum- 
stence,  which  was  only  introduced  to  show  a  dissimi- 


larity between  the  captions;  it  may  we8  be  anppoaed 
that  they  might  misplace  the  words  of  the  caption,  and 
yet  be  dear  and  correct  in  their  rseoUeetioiBa  as  to  its 
object,  to  wit,  designating  the  different  candidates; 
and  all  that  is  said  in  rdation  to  captions  is  not  mate-> 
rid,  as  the  name  of  the  nttang  member  iras  seen  by 
the  witnesses  on  Bw9  of  the  sdd  dx  votea,  and  there 
is  no  pretension,  in  proof,  to  the  conttaiy.  Upon  a 
review  of  thia  case,  is  it  not  clear  that  tfaa  dection  d 
the  nttittg  member  was  equitably  sustained  by  a  fair 
majority  of  hu  district?  And  that  soch  will  be  the 
decision  of  this  honorable  committee,  and  of  the  Houss, 
I  think  the  answer  will  unanimoudy  be  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ISAAC  WILSON. 

Bqily  of  Petitioner n 

To  tbe  Hon.  Jobv  Slojikx, 

Chairman  of  the  CommUtu  ofEleeHons.- 

Humbly  referring  your  honorable  body  to  a  repe- 
rusal  of  tbe  docnmeota  submitted  by  your  petitioner, 
he  respectfully  submits  the  following  suggestions  : 

1.  Your  petitioner,  on  a  particular  examination  of 
the  evidence  relative  to  the  votea  given  in  the  tewn  of 
China,  assumes  the  condudon  as  irresistible  that  the 
facte  set  forth  in  the  petition  relative  to  thoee  votes  are 
estebliihed  beyond  controversy.  In  answer  to  which, 
the  sitting  member  endeavora  in  part  to  belanoe  the 
majority  in  favor  of  your  petitioner,  resulting  £rom  ihe 
correction  of  the  mistake  alleged  by  him,  by  ahowinf 
a  misteke  in  your  petitioner's  favor  in  the  town  of  Ai- 
tica,  to  the  number  of  ^^b  votes. 

On  this  part  of  the  case  it  is  humbly  soggeeted  that 
a  stetoment  of  the  result  of  the  canvass  drawn  up  at 
the  time  (the  attention  of  the  inspecton  bdn^  paiticn- 
lariy  drawn  to  the  state  of  the  Congreos  Yotes,  and 
the  whole  being  certified  by  and  in  the  presence  of 
each  of  the  said  inspecton  as  the  eonstitnted  jodges) 
should  preponderate  as  a  matter  of  authentlceted  re- 
cord evidence  over  the  recollections  of  any  set  of  men, 
in  the  absence  of  the  original  canvaas  itself,  which 
was  preserved,  and  forms  the  groundwork  ftook  whidi 
all  the  inferences  are  drawn  in  relation  to  the  vetea  in 
the  town  of  China. 

2.  Should  the  sitting  member  be  deemed  to  have 
esteblisbed  the  dieged  misteke  in  the  town  of  Attica, 
(which,  however,  cannot  for  a  moment  be  nJmittedJ 
•till  there  will  remain  a  majority  of  one  vote  in  favw 
of  your  petitioner.  It  is  contended,  nevertheless,  that 
a  legitimate  vote,  given  for  the  sitting  member  in  the 
town  of  Middlebury,  was  not  counted.  On  this  point 
it  is  sufficient  to  remark  that  the  inspectors  of  the 
election,  having  ocularly  examined  the  vote  itself^  were 
better  capable  of  determining  on  ite  legitimacy  than 
any  body  of  men  can  be  from  a  description  of  the 
vote  given  by  the  inspectors  themselves.  And  again, 
the  inspectors  are,  by  the  dection  law  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  made  the  judges  of  the  vdiditj  of  that 
vote  ;  they  acted  judicially  upon  it,  and  it  ia  respect* 
fully  submitted  that  their  decision  ought  to  be  conclu- 
sive in  the  premises,  and  not  in  the  nature  of  a  mis- 
take, subject  to  future  revidon  sud  correction. 

3.  In  reference  to  the  double  votes  given  in  the 
town  of  Byron  and  Staffi>rd,  the  law  of  the  Sute  of 
New  York  makes  the  inspectors  who  institute  an  ex- 
amination at  the  time  (referring  to  tbe  proper  check 
provided  by  the  same  law,  viz :  the  examination  of 
the  poll  liste)  the  sole  judges.    And  if,  in  their  jodg- 
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nent,  hoMftly  formed,  the  ^otee  were  deemed  to  have 
been  ])ut  id  double,  then  the  fraad  intended  to  be 
guvd«l  Bftinst  if  prcenmed,  and  the  votes  are  conee* 
qaently  void. 
And  your  petitioner  has  the  honor  to  be,  d^e., 

PARMENIO  ADAMS. 

Tberesolotioii  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Cook, 
calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a 
statement  of  the  amount  of  money  remaining  to 
be  paid  by  the  parcfaasers  of  poblie  lands  prior  to 
the  1st  or  Jaly,  1820,  and  designating  the  amount 
dae  for  lands  in  each  State,  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to,  funi.  con. 


ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Floti>,  of  Virginia,  adyerting  to  a  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitted to  this  House  on  the  8th  day  of  Jannarv 
last,  in  answer  to  certain  resolutions  of  the  8th 
January,  7th  May;  and  17th  December,  1822, 
calling  for  certain  information  respecting  the  ex- 
penditures in  the  Ordnance  department,  said  the 
document  to  which  he  referred  had  not  been  or- 
dered to  be  printed  until  the  close  of  the  session, 
80  that,  during  the  last  session,  it  was  not  practi- 
cable to  pursue  the  inquiry  which  he,  as  the  mover 
of  one  or  the  resolutions  calling  for  the  informa- 
tion, had  intended  to  follow  up.  He  now  moved 
that  the  Message  and  documents  in  this  case  be 
referred  to  a  s^ect  committee. 

Mr,  TatloBi  of  New  York,  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  Message  proposed  to  be  referred,  to  see 
whether  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee  in 
the  case  was  aorisable. 

Mr.  Sadicbers,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  was 
glad  that  the  attention  of  the  eentleman  from 
Virginia  had  been  directed  to  the  report  of  the 
htst  session  respecting  the  expenditures  of  the 
Ordnance  department.  Since  the  meeting  of  the 
present  Congress,  Mr.  S.  said  he  had  occasion  to 
look  into  that  report.  The  examination  which 
he  had  given  first  showed  that  something  like  a 
cheek  shoold  be  put  upon  the  expenditure  of  that 
department,  if  it  could  be  done.  He  preferred  the 
document  beings  referred  to  a  select  committee^ 
because,  if  gentlemen  would  look  into  it,  they 
Would  find  it  to  be  verv  voluminous,  comprising 
the  accoants  of  the  Onmance  department  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  it  would  be  impracticable  for  a 
committee  to  examine  it  in  the  manner  in  which 
it  ought  to  be  examined  without  abstracting  its 
itiencion  from  every  other  subject. 

Mr.  TATL.OR  said  the  gentleman  from  North 
Caroliaa  had  mistaken  hinK  if  he  understood  him 
15  opposing  the  reference  of  these  documents  to  a 
select  committee.  He  only  wished  the  Message 
7f  the  President  read,  to  understand  precisdy 
B^hat  the  subject  was  which  was  proposed  to  be 
'eferred,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  it 
ivould  be  fNTOper  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee 
>r  to  the  Military  Committee. 
The  Messag^e  was  then  read. 
Mr.  Saundsbs  resumed  his  observations.  *  He 
lisapproved  of  a  reference  of  this  subject  to  the 
iilitary  Conamittee,  because,  he  said,  of  the  vo- 
jminoiuness  of  the  documents,  and  the  necessity 


of  a  more  minute  examination  of  the  subject,  than 
it  would  probably  be  in  the  power  of  that  commit- 
tee to  give  it.  lie  would  state  some  of  these  ex- 
penditures in  the  Ordnance  department,  which,  he 
said,  would  strike  this  House  with  something  like 
astonishment,  (n  1819,  for  example,  it  would  be 
found  that  eight  or  ten  dollars  per  barrel  had  been 
paid  for  com  for  the  use  of  this  department.  If 
there  had  been  such  a  scarcity  of  that  article  in 
any  part  of  the  country  as  to  raise  it  to  that  price, 
he  knew  not  of  it.  It  would  be  found,  on  looking 
at  another  item,  that  a  very  large  sum  had  been 
paid 

The  Speaker  here  checked  the  debate;  it  was 
not  in  order,  on  a  motion  for  reference,  to  go  at 
large  into  the  subject  proposed  to  be  referred. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that, 
as  a  member  of  the  Military  Committee,  he  was 
not  desirous  of  appropriating  to  that  committee 
an  undue  proportion  of  labor ;  but  he  submitted 
to  the  House  whether,  under  the  general  duties 
enjoined  on  that  committee,  that  of  examining 
this  subject  did  not  properly  fall.  Unless  other- 
wise specially  instructed  by  the  House,  he  thought 
the  subject  was  already  fully  within  the  scope  of 
the  duties  of  the  committee,  which,  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  business  which  came  before  it^  might 
be  supposed  to  be  fully  competent  to  its  investi- 

Sition,  and  might  therefore  come  to  conclusions 
ereupon  different  from  those  of  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Little,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  to  refer 
the  ptpers  in  question  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Expenditures  of  the  War  Department,  whose  duty 
he  thought  it  peculiarly  was  to  investigate  sub* 
jects  of  this  description. 

Mr.  Flotd,  after  expressing  an  nnwillinffness 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  on  this  suoject, 
said  that  it  had  been  heretofore  almost  uniformly 
the  practice,  (to  which  he  knew  of  btit  a  single 
exception,)  where  a  subject  was  brought  before 
the  House  by  any  member,  with  a  desire  to  have 

committee  aj^inted  upon  it,  that  this  request 


should  be  granted  to  him.    It  was  perfectly  com- 
petent to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
who  was  now  at  the  head  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittecj  to  have  had  this  document  referred  to  that 
committee  at  an  earlier  day,  when  the  committee 
had  little  to  do.    The  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
too,  must  agree  that  the  practice  of  allowing  a 
particular  inquiry,  when  asked  by  a  member,  was 
almost  an  universal  practice  of  tne  House.    Here 
was  an  expenditure,  to  a  vast  amount,  in  one  of 
the  departments.    Desirous  to  see  the  nature  of 
the  expenditures,  Mr.  F.  said  he  had  called  for  an 
account  of  them.    The  information  was  now  here, 
and  all  that  he  asked  was,  that  it  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  which  would  have  time 
to  examine  the  subject,  and  take  it  under  their 
particular  care.    It  was  very  true,  as  the  gentle- 
man had  intimated,  that  the  Military  Committee 
might  come  to  a  different  conclusion  from  a  select 
committee.    Mr.  F.  said  he  believed,  however, 
that  any  committee  to  whom  the  subject  should 
be  referred,  would  come  to  the  same  conclusion ; 
but,  if,  in  making  this  motioD,  he  was  about  to 
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tread  on  any  tender  place,  perhaps  he  had  better 
withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Little,  disclaiming^  any  intention  to  oppose 
an  inquiry  in  this  case,  said  it  was  the  particular 
duty  of  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the 
War  Department,  to  inquire  into  expenditures  of 
this  description,  and  therefore  he  wished  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  them,  presuming  that  they  would 
not  neglect  their  duty,  and  that  every  member  of 
the  House  felt  the  same  interest  as  he  himself 
did  in  the  correct  administration  of  the  public 
concerns. 

Mr.  DwiGHT,  of  Massachusetts,  thought  that 
to  refer  this  subject  to  any  other  committee  than 
that  on  the  expenditures  of  the  War  Department, 
would  be  to  interfere  with  the  appropriate  duties 
of  that  committee.  He  read  a  part  of  the  rule 
establishing  that  committee,  to  sustain  his  position. 
It  was  7ery  well  known  that  that  committee  had 
heretofore  had  very  little  business  before  them.  It 
seemed  most  proper,  therefore,  that  this  message 
should  be  referred  to  that  committee :  anv  other 
course,  indeed,  it  appeared  to  him,  would  be  ir- 
regular. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  anticipated  him  in  what  he  had  said ; 
for,  on  reference  to  the  rule,  he  was  rery  well  sat- 
isfied that  the  suggestion  of  the  sentleman  from 
Maryland  was  perfectly  correct  To  show  that  it 
was  so,  Mr.  H.  requested  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
rule. 

The  rule  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  said  he  hoped  the 
motion  to  refer  the  message  to  this  standing  com- 
mittee would  not  preyail.  The  House,  since  it 
had  heard  the  rule  read,  would  see  that  the  duties 
imposed  on  that  committee,  which  consists  of  three 
members  only,  were  very  arduous.  These  duties 
could  not  be  so  well  performed  in  the  committee 
room,  but  the  committee  were  under  the  necessity 
of  ^ing  to  the  War  Department  to  prosecute 
their  inquiries.  The  consequence  was,  that,  when 
that  committee,  some  time  ago,  made  a  report  to 
this  House,  they  recommended  the  number  of  the 
committee  to  be  increased,  but  that  recommenda- 
tion had  not  been  acted  U[M>n.  That  committee, 
at  least  he  spoke  for  himself  as  one  of  them,  would 
be  very  much  obliged  to  any  gentleman  who  would 
diride  their  labor  with  them.  If  that  committee 
should  meet  ererr  day  of  the  session,  and  the 
session  were  to  endure  for  twice  its  usual  term,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  them  to  examine  all  the 
Touchers,  dx.,  for  the  expenditures  in  the  Depart- 
ment. Thev  were  even  now  obliged,  in  some 
measure,  to  slur  over  their  inquiries,  from  the  want 
of  time  to  pursue  them,  dbc.  It  would  be  very 
gratifying  to  that  committee,  he  said,  to  have  the 
subject  now  before  the  House  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Flotd  said,  in  making  this  motion,  he  had 
not  taken  any  course  unusual  in  the  House;  he 
was  only  pursuing  an  inquiry  which  he  had  him- 
self commenced.  It  was  not  because  he  supposed 
there  was  any  unwillingness  or  inability  in  the 
standing  committees  to  examine  the  subject,  that 
iie  proposed  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  but 


because  he  had  commenced  the  inquiry  himself^ 
and  he  wished  himself  to  pursue  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
refer  the  subject  to  the  standing  Committee  ob  the 
Expenditures  of  the  War  Department,  being  first 
in  order,  and  negatived — 99  votes  to  67. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  referring  it  to 
a  select  committee,  and  agreed  to ;  and  Messrs. 
Floyo,  Saunoess,  Dwiobt,  Metcalfe,  Tract, 
Sbabpe,  and  Spence,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Kendall.  The 
bill,  together  with  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  case,  having  been  read,  the  bill  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Jenkins,  which  was  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Chitwood; 
which  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

COSTS  IN  SUITS  FOR  PATENT  RIGHTS. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  concerning  costs  in  certain 
cases,"  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  had  an  objection  to  the 
bill.  As  he  understood  the  bill  now  to  stMid,  if 
a  party,  suinff  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
recovered  only  ten  dollars,  he  would  be  entitled 
to  costs ;  because  the  clerk  of  the  court  -wbs  cf- 
dered  to  record  a  judgment  of  damages  for  three 
times  the  amount  awarded  by  the  jurv  ;  and,  for 
the  same  reason,  as  the  law  formerly  stood,  a 
plaintiff  recovering  no  more  than  $160,  was  a- 
titled  to  costs,  bemuse  the  damages  were  to  be 
entered  at  treble  the  amount.  The  j^entlonaa 
from  Massachusetts  had,  indeed,  otherwiae  suted 
the  law,  and  he  was  probably  better  acquainted 
with  the  law  than  himself^  yet  such  were  his  con- 
victions; and,  with  this  view  of  the  practical  op- 
eration of  the  bill,  he  could  view  it  as  little  dse 
than  a  bill  to  aid  individuals  to  impose  npon  the 
Dublic  Such,  at  least,  would  be  its  effect  in  the 
Western  country.  That  country,  he  said,  swarmed 
with  persons  professins^  to  hare  patent  rights  fot 
new  discoveries.  An  mstance  had  not  long^  ago 
occurred,  of  a  man  coming  into  that  country,  and 
maintaining  that  he  had  a  patent  for  wing  gad* 
geons,  and  succeeding  so  far  as  to  eiact  large 
sums  of  money  from  individuals,  who  were  in- 
timidated by  a  threat  of  his  going  to  Law  with 
them.  Pass  this  law,  said  he,  and  adTentureis 
of  this  kind  will  come  along  with  the  law  in  their 
pocket,  and  threaten  those  on  whom  they  practise 
their  impositions,  to  drag  them  from  the  extremity 
of  Missouri,  Illinois,  d^.,  to  the  circuit  courts  of 
the  United  States.  No  matter  if,  when  they  got 
them  there,  they  should  recover  only  ten  dollars^ 
the  bill,  as  it  now  stood,  would  give  them  the 
costs  of  suit  Almost  all  the  light  machinery 
employed  in  that  region  of  country,  Mr.  V.  said, 
came  from  the  Eastward.     The  articles    were 
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oonsigDed  to  a  merchant  in  some  intermediate 
towDj  Pittsburff  or  Wheeling,  for  ezami>le,  and 
he  sent  them  forward  to  agents  in  the  interior. 
There  they  were  purchased  and  used,  and  then 
comes  along  some  man  from  the  Eastward,  claim- 
ing a  patent  right  to  the  article — the  user  cannot 
traee  the  person  from  whom  the  articles  were 
procnred  to  the  Eastward,  and  dreading  a  suit, 
prefers  to  pay  the  unjust  demand  of  a  mere  ad- 
venturer. As  an  instance  of  which,  he  cited  the 
case  of  Wood's  patent  plough,  which  was  much 
used  in  the  prairies  of  the  Mississippi,  and  which 
bad  giren  occasion  to  great  abuses  of  this  descrip- 
tion. No  law  could  be  better  calculated  to  en- 
courage litigation,  he  thought,  than  this. 

Mr.  Wkight  said,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
biii,  as  originally  reported ;  in  its  present  form,  he 
shoold  be  opposed  to  its  passage.  By  the  act  of 
1799,  where  $500  or  more  was  sued  for  in  the 
United  States  courts,  and  less  than  9500  recov- 
ered, no  costs  were  allowed.  But  the  case  now 
to  be  provided  for  rests  on  a  different  principle. 
All  costs,  he  said,  are  matters  of  special  legisla- 
tioD,  being,  he  believed,  unknown  to  the  common 
law.  They  were  not  allowed  in  suits  under  the 
patent  law,  because  that  law  provides  that  judg- 
ment shall  be  given  for  three  times  the  amount 
of  the  verdict  obtained.  This  provision  of  the 
existing  laws  he  considered  as  a  full  equivalent 
for  costs,  and  a  sufficient  security  to  the  rights  of 
the  patentee.  He  thought  that  a  reduction  of  the 
minimum  of  damages,  on  which  costs  are  recov- 
erable, would  have  a  tendency  to  multiply  law 
>uits.  It  had  been  ;said,  that  suitors  under  the 
wient  laws  were  compelled  to  have  resort  to  the 
:oarts  of  the  United  States,  as  they  could  sue  no 
vhereeise.  He  conceived  the  law  to  be  other- 
^ise.  He  belieTed  that  the  United  States  courts 
lad  not  exclusive,  but  onl^  concurrent  jurisdiction, 
a  cases  of  this  description.  Doubtless,  the  sub- 
let of  allowing  costs  had  been  within  the  view 
f  Congress  when  the  original  act  was  passed ; 
Dd  whv  were  costs  not  then  allowed  ?  For  the 
^n  he  had  stated — the  triple  amount  of  the 
erdict  being,  allowed  in  lieu  of  them.  Besides, 
I  most  cases,  the  damages  assessed  did  not  go  to 
le original  patentee;  they  went  to  persons  who 
aimed  to  have  an  assignment  from  him.  Such 
Tsons  abounded — they  literally  swarmed  in  some 
irts — vending  patent  rights  had  become  a  per- 
ct  trade.  They  impose  upon  the  ignorant,  and 
reaten  the  timid,  till  thev  often  succeed  in 
^cing  both.  Sometimes,  however,  they  meet 
ith  an  individual  of  sterner  stuff,  who  consents 
abide  a  suit ;  but  he  does  not  know  whether 
e  patent  is  valid  or  not,  and,  in  the  issue,  he  is 
St;  damages  are  awarded  against  him;  the  law 
^bles  those  damages,  and  now  costs  are  to  be 
peradded  to  all  the  rest.  He  hoped  the  bill,  at 
1st,  in  its  present  sha])e,  would  not  ^ss ;  and  he 
erefore  moved  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the 
)mmittee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  to 
>tore  it  to  its  first  form,  by  altering  the  minimum 
damages  on  which  costs  should  be  allowed 
)in  $30  to  9100. 
The  question  being  taken  on  this  motion  with- 


out further  debate,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative, 
and  the  bill  was  recommitted  accordingly. 

RELIEF  OF  DISTILLERS. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  distillers  of 
Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  which  having  been 
read,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  thereon,  made  at  a  former 
session  of  Congress — 

Mr.  Kbbmer  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  stri- 
kine  out  the  words,  "  in  the  county  of  Berks." 

Mr.  McLanb  said  he  should  not  object  to  this 
amendment.  The  bill  had  been  reported  by  the 
committee  in  its  present  restricted  form,  because 
the  petition  on  which  it  was  founded  was  limited 
to  persons  residing  in  Berks  county.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  knew  that  there  were 
others  in  that  State  who  needed  its  provisions,  he 
was  willing  to  extend  the  bill  to  them  also. 

Mr.  Krbmer  replied,  that  though  he  did  not 
certainly  know  this  to  be  the  fact,  he  thought  it 
highly  probable ;  and  it  might  save  trouble,  and 
could  do  no  harm,  to  extend  the  bill. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  suggested,  as  a  mod- 
ification of  tne  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  words 
"in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,"  leaving  the  bill 
to  operate  generally  throughout  the  Union.  To 
this  modification  of  his  motion,  Mr.  Krbmer  con- 
sented. 

Mr.  Bi7CBANAN,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that,  in 
his  opinion,  it  was  enough  to  remedy  grievances 
when  we  xnow  them  to  exist.  The  patent  to 
which  the  bill  refers,  is  in  operation  only  through 
a  small  part  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Lan- 
caster county,  the  only  other  county  materially 
interested  in  the  relief  proposed  by  this  bill,  has 
already  applied  for,  and  has  obtained  it.  What 
good  end  would  be  answered  by  a  farther  exten- 
sion of  it  ?  The  practical  effect  would  be  to  hold 
out  a  temptation  to  distillers,  who  never  thought 
of  such  a  thing,  to  try  to  bring  themselves,  by 
some  construction,  or  on  some  pretext,  within  the 
relief  it  is  intended  to  grant  in  this  particular 
case. 

Mr.  Foot  said  he  had  no  idea,  in  offering  the 
amendment  he  had  proposed,  to  embarrass  the 

Eassage  of  the  bill ;  but  he  had  offered  it  because 
e  thought  that  Congress  were  equally  bound  to 
do  justice  to  all ;  and  if  there  were  any  other  per- 
sons, beside  the  petitioners,  interested  in  the  object 
of  the  bill,  he  could  conceive  of  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  be  equally  provided  for.  As  to 
the  construction  of  the  patent  law  as  applying  to 
this  case,  there  was  no  room  for  dispute — the 
patent  was  one  well  known. 

Mr.  McLane  said  that  when  the  amendment 
was  first  proposed,  it  did  not  occur  to  him  that 
there  could  be  any  obiection  to  it;  but,  on  further 
reflection,  he  was  inclined  to  believe  that  the  ex- 
tent which  the  honorable  memlier  from  Connec- 
ticut wished  to  give  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
would  be  productive  of  consequences  such  as  that 
gentleman  did  not  anticipate.  The  bill  was  framed 
with  a  view  to  those  particular  persons,  all  of 
whom  are  provided  for  as  persons  living ;  but  if  it 
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is  extended  to  the  whole  Union,  many  of  those 
concerned  in  the  operation  of  the  patent  will  prove 
to  he  persons  now  dead,  and  further  provision  will 
bare  to  be  made  for  refunding  to  their  heirs  or 
representatives  the  amount  claimed  as  orerpaid. 
The  terms  of  the  bill  would  need  to  be  greatly 
changed.  He  thought  the  more  expedient  course 
would  be  to  pass  the  bill  as  it  stood,  granting  the 
relief  to  those  who  asked  for  it. 

Mr.  Kremer  replied,  and  advocated  the  amend- 
ment, on  the  ground  of  doing  equal  justice  to  all 
•concerned.  Had  the  first  billon  the  subject  been 
•a  general  one,  the  House  would  not  now  have 
been  troubled  with  this  one ;  and  if  made  so  now, 
It  would  prevent  more  trouble  in  future.    Con- 

fress  ought  not  to  act  towards  the  persons  em- 
raced  in  this  bill  like  a  father  to  a  spoiled  child, 
and  treat  the  rest  as  outcasts.  He  hoped  the  bill 
would  pass  on  the  broad  |^ound  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative ;  and  the  question 
being  on  the  bill  as  reported  by  the  committee, 

Mr.  Sandforo  expressed  bis  disapprobation  of 
the  course  pursued  in  making,  in  this  case,  a  par- 
tial instead  of  a  general  provision.  The  mode  of 
distillinff  referred  to  in  the  bill,  had  spread,  he  be- 
lieved, far,  both  to  the  South  and  the  West.  It 
was  in  use  in  North  Carolina,  in  Tennessee,  and 
Kentucky ;  and  if  we  waited  to  relieve  those  in 
these  States  who  were  equally  entitled  to  relief, 
until  they  petitioned  this  House  and  the  ordinary 
forms  had  time  to  be  gone  through,  many  of  the 
petitioners  would  probably  be  dead  before  the  bill 
would  pass.  It  was  a  waste  of  time  to  legislate 
for  county  by  county,  as  was  proposed  by  the  bill. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 


Wednesoat,  December  31. 

Another  member,  viz.  from  Pennsylvania,  Dam- 
tEL  H.  Miller,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Morgan  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  uniform  mode 
of  bankruptcy,  for  the  United  States ;  which  me- 
morial was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  now  as- 
sembled at  the  City  of  Washington,  adopted  at  a 
meeting  of  said  pensioners,  of  which  meeting 
Thomas  Cox  was  chairman,  and  Daniel  Palmer, 
secretary,  praying  for  an  increase  of  their  pen* 
sions,  respectively ;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Uommittee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage 
and  impost j"  in  which  bill  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
under  the  instruction  of  the  House,  reported  a  bil| 


for  the  relief  of  Garrett  Fountain.  The  bill  iuT- 
ing  been  read — 

Mr.  Williams  moved  that  the  same  might  be 
recommitted  to  the  same  committee,  with  iastrae- 
tioos  to  inquire  whether  any  d^nsiles  of  proTi- 
sions  were  required  by  proper  authority  to  be  made 
in  advance  at  the  place  where  the  house  of  said 
Fountain  was  erected ;  so  as  to  bring  it  withia 
the  true  character  or  technical  definition  of  a  sta- 
tionary post. 

This  motion  for  recommitment,  was  au|^iorted 
by  Messrs.  Williams  and  McCot;  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Woods,  Mallary,  and  SaAan; 
out  was  superseded  by  a  motion  to  refer  the  bill 
to  a  Conmuttee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  bill  wat 
referred  accordingly. 

Mr.  GuRLET  offered  the  following : 

•*  lUiolredt  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Liadi 
be  diiected  to  iaqiiin  into  the  jostioe  and  czpediencj 
of  granting  to  actual  settlan  io  that  part  of  the  Sttte 
of  I«ottisiana,  lying  east  of  the  Mtsaiaoippi  and  Utni 
of  Orleans,  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  public  kadi,  is 
the  same  manner,  and  |6r  the  same  period  of  tine 
after  possession  thereof  by  the  Governmeot  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  was  grantod  to  such  setUeis  in  the  hte 
Territory  of  Orleans,  after  poesesaion  thereof  as  afiiR- 
said." 

In  advocating  the  propriety  of  this  resolotioa, 
Mr.  GuBLEY  obserTea,  that  there  was  a  matcml 
difference  between  the  situation  of  thetwor^oas 
of  country  embraced  within  the  State  of  Louisiaoa. 
Both  of  them  had,  indeed,  been  acquired  at  tke 
same  time,  by  the  treaty  with  France ;  but,  iaooe 
of  these  districts,  possession  was  accompanied  witk 
title,  in  the  other  not.  In  the  old  Territorj  of 
Orleans,  pre-emption  rights  extend  to  eleven  years; 
in  the  other  part  of  the  State,  only  to  four  yeank 
Mr.  G.  insisted  on  the  impropriety  of  such  a  dif- 
ference between  citizens  of  the  same  State,  as  t 
ground  for  the  inquiry  proposed  by  his  resolotioa 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Beecbeb  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for  a- 
tending  the  Cumberland  Road.  Carried,  afff 
73,  noes  70.  The  bill  was  then,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  B.,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moobe,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  is- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  poru  of 
entry  and  delivery  at  Louisville,  Kentu<iy  i  Cin- 
cinnati, in  Ohio ;  and  St.  Louis,  in  Mtssouri- 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''Ao  act 
concerning  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage  and 
impost,"  was  read  the  first  and  second  time ;  and 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cobb,  to  amend  the 
said  bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "  natioo,^ 
where  it  occurs  the  nrst  time  in  the  4th  sectios, 
these  words,  '^the  independence  of  which  has 
been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  acknowledged  by  the 
United  States."  This  motion  was  disamed  lo 
by  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  reaa  a  third 
time  to-day. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'Anactcoa- 
cerning  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage  and  ioi' 
post,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pased. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz :  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Kendall ;  An  act  for 
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the  relief  of  Sarah  Ghitwood  j  and  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  certain  distillers  within  the  county  of 
Berks,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyhania ;  were,  re- 
spectively, read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

[Mr.  Kbsmbr  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to 
recommit  the  last  named  bill  with  a  riew  to  en- 
laree  itsproTisions.] 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  ClaioM  on  the 
memorial  of  the  Lery  Court  of  Calvert  county, 
Maryland. 

Mr.  NfiALfi  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  ''  not," 
in  this  report. 

[The  claim  involred  in  this  case  is  for  the  val* 
ae  of  the  courthouse  of  the  county,  alleged  to 
have  been  destroyed  because  it  had  been  occupied 
as  quarters  by  forces  of  the  United  States.  The 
report  is  against  the  claim.] 

Mr.  Nbalb  supported  bis  motion  with  great 
earnestness, and  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  CaroIiBa, 
(the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,)  op- 
posed it  with  equal  zeal.  AAer  a  considerable 
contest  between  these  gentlemen  on  the  merits  of 
the  claim, 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  neg^ative  word 
of  the  report,  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative— ^for  striking  out,  53 ;  against  it,  94. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  re|>orted  the  res- 
olution of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  without 
amendment,. and  it  was  adopted  by  the  House ; 
thus  rejecting  the  petition. 

MIAMI  PURCHASE. 
Mr.  Gazlat  submitted  the  following : 

**  lUaolud^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poblie 
Lands  be  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  title  and  right 
of  the  United  States  in  and  to  one  township  of  land 
reeerrcd  for  certain  porposet  in  the  contract  entered 
into  with  John  C.  SymoMs,  as  mentioned  in  the  laws 
peaecd  in  1799  and  1803  relattng  tbeieto." 

Mr.  Gazlat,  in  introducing  this  resolution  to 
the  notice  of  the  House,  stated  that,  in  the  year 
1787,  John  C.  Symmes  had  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  the  United  States  for  one  million  of 
acres  of  land,  commonly  desijgrnatedas  '^the  Miami 
Purchase."  In  1792,  not  being  able  to  pay  for  the 
whole  of  this  tract,  he  petitioned  that  the  extent 
of  his  contract  might  be  curtailed  to  300,000  acres 
— certain  reservations,  made  in  the  first  contract, 
for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  education,  beioff 
continued  unchanged.  The  patent  which  issued 
.  under  this  last  form  of  the  contract,  reserved  one 
entire  township^  as  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the 
tract  as  might  be,  for  this  use.  In  1803,  Congress 
passed  another  act  on  the  subject,  allowing  the 
xcser ration  of  any  one  complete  township,  and, 
in  case  of  non-compliaoee,  compelling  an  execu- 
tion of  the  trust,  unless  the  payment  of  ^1 5,360 
ironld  release  the  obligation.  By  this  it  was 
manifest  that,  at  that  time.  Congress  riewed  itself 
as  holding  the  fee  of  this  land.  In  consequence, 
there  was  a  charge  to  that  amount  standing  against 
J.  C.  Symmes,  on  the  public  books,  since  the  year 
1792.  It  was  on  these  facts  that  he  offered  the 
resolution.  During  a  period  in  which  we  were 
^theriog  by  basketsfull,  Mr.  G.  said,  an  amount 


like  this  might  be  overlooked,  but  now,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  ffather  up  the  crumbs  of  the  Treasury. 
Tiie  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

CONDITION,  Sec  OF  GREECE. 

The  following  Message  from  the  Pbbbioent 
OP  THE  Umiteo  States  was  read: 

To  the  Houee  of  Repreeeniaiivee  ofiht  United  StaUe  : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  oi  Rapresentatives,  a  report 
fron  the  Becietary  of  State,  with  aocoupanying  ooc- 
uments,  oontaining  the  information  requested  by  the 
resolatioB  of  the  Honse,  of  the  1 9th  instant,  relating 
to  the  oondition  and  future  prospects  of  the  Greeks. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAsaivoTov,  Dec.  31, 1838. 

DiPAmTxsirT  or  Stats, 

Waokington,  Dec.  31,  1833. 

The  Secretsry  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatires  of  the 
United  States  of  the  19th  instant,  requesting  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  to  lay  belbre  the  House 
any  information  he  may  have  received,  and  which  he 
may  not  deem  it  improper  to  eommnnicate,  relating  to 
the  condition  and  foture  prospects  of  the  Greeks,  has 
the  honor  of  reporting  to  the  President,  the  papers  in 
the  possession  of  this  Department,  containing  the  in- 
formation requested  by  the  resolution  of  the  House. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

LUt  of  Papers  $ent. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Adams, 
dated  18th  Deeember  188»-^wxth 

Note,  dated  Ck^riath,  8th  [20th]  April,  1888— tians- 
Istion. 

Note,  Mr.  Lnriottis  to  Don  Evaristo  San  Miguel, 
dated  81st  November,  1822 — translation. 

Mr.  Rush  to  Mr.  Adams,  2ith  Feb.,  1823— <opy 

Mr.  Luriottis  to  same,  '    20ih  do.       do. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Rush,  18th  Aug.  do.        do. 

Same  to  Mr.  Luriottis,      18th  do.       do. 

Extract  of  a  letter  to  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Mar- 
seilles, 6th  August,  1833. 

Do.  87th    do. 

Statistical  table  of  Oreeee  timnslation  onginal 
copy  received  from  Mr.  Middieton. 

The  Message,  &e.,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tahle. 
The  House  adjourned  to  Friday. 


Frioay,  January  2,  1824. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing communications,  viz : 

I.  A  letter  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury, transmitting  the  following  statements  re- 
ceived from  the  Third  Auditor:  1.  A  statement 
of  the  names  of  such  officers  as  hare  not  rendered, 
their  accounts  within  the  year,  or  have  balances' 
unaccounted  for,  on  account  of  advances  made 
one  year  prior  to  the  30th  of  September  last.  2.  A 
statement  of  accounts  which  have  remained  un- 
settled, or  on  which  balances  have  been  due  more 
than  three  years,  prior  to  the  30th  September  last. 
3.  An  abstract  of  moneys  advanced  prior  to  the 
3d  of  March,  1809,  on  the  books  of  tde  late  Ac- 
countant of  the  War  Department,  which  remained 
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to  be  accounted  for  on  the  books  of  the  Third  Au- 
ditor, on  the  30th  September  last ;  all  prepared  in 
obedience  to  acts  of  the  3d  March,  1809,  and  3d 
March  1817;  which  letter  and  statements  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

II.  A  letter  from  William  H.  Jones,  accompanied 
with  a  proof,  as  far  as  finished,  of  Mr.  Shriver's 
map  of  the  country  through  which  it  is  proposed 
that  the  Cheseapeake  find  Ohio  canal  shall  pass ; 
which  letter  and  map  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  said  proposed  canal. 

III.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  a  letter  to  him  from  George  G. 
Barrell,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Malaga, 
in  Spam,  accompanied  with  a  portrait  of  Colum- 
bus, in  half  length,  which  he  obtained  from  Se- 
ville, believed  to  have  been  painted  by  the  same 
hand  which  painted  the  celebrated  likeness  of  that 

great  man  now  in  the  Palace  of  the  Eseurial  in 
pain;  which  picture  he  wishes  to  be  placed 
among  the  portraits  of  other  distinguished  men  in 
the  Capitol :  in  which  letter  the  Secretary  of  State 
also  states,  that  "an  exact  fac  simile,  engraved  on 
copper  plate,  has  been  made,  by  direction  of  the 
Department,  of  the  original  copy  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  and  that  two  hundred  copies 
have  been  struck,  and  are  at  the  Department,  sub- 
ject to  the  disposal  of  Congress;"  which  letters 
were  referred  to  the  joint  Library  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  directing,  by  law,  the  delivery  to  the 
administrator,  executors,  or  other  legal  represent- 
ative of  John  Michael,  deceased,  certificate  No. 
10d5j  for  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land,  in  the 
Mississippi  Lana  Company,  issued  in  the  name  of 
Robert  Williams ;  which  certificate  is  now  depos- 
ited in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  WicKLiFPE  offered  the  following : 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadieiaiy  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  set  to  establish  the  jn- 
dicisi  courts  of  the  United  BtaCes,  or  so  modily  the 
asme,  that  the  writ  of  error,  therein  provided  for,  shall 
be  awarded  to  either  party,  without  reference  to  the 
manner  the  qaestion  shall  have  been  decided  by  the 
■npreme  court  of  the  State. 

Mr.  WiCKLiFFE,  in  offering  this  resolution,  stated 
the  object  which  he  had  in  view  in  proposing  it. 
The  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  Judiciary  act  con- 
tained a  provision,  among  other  things,  for  allow- 
ing an  appeal  or  writ  of  error  from  the  supreme 
court  of  any  State  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  in  any- case  in  which  the  decision 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  shall  involve 
the  validity  of  any  law  of  the  United  States  or 
any  provision  of  the  Constitution.  The  first  ob- 
ject which  he  had  in  view,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  to 
annihilate  this  section  of  the  Judiciary  act  alto- 
gether ;  believing  that  the  power,  given  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  to  reverse  de- 
cisions of  the  supreme  court  of  any  State,  was  a 
dangerous  one.  If  he  could  not  accomplish  tb^t, 
he  wished  to  have  that  sectioA  so  amended  as  that 


the  right  of  the  writ  of  error  or  appeal  should  be 
granted,  on  application,  to  either  party. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  without  oppo- 
sition. 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  the  following : 

Rtiolved,  That  the  communication  of  the  SecreUiy 
of  the  Treasury  to  this  House,  dated  theSTifaof  Jana- 
ary,  1823,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pabik 
Lands,  and  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  legialatiTe  pro- 
▼ision  is  necessary  to  secure  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the 
full  amount  of  the  three  per  cent.  ariaiDg  Irom  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  in  said  State,  under  the  con- 
tract entered  into  between  the  United  Statee  and  lbs 
Stale  of  Ohio,  by  the  ordinance  of  the  eonventioD  of 
that  State,  of  S7th  November,  180S,  and  the  act  of  Cod- 
grass  of  Sd  March,  1803 ;  and,  also,  whether  any,  and 
whaty  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  surveying  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  in  Ohio,  have  been  ]pM  by 
the  purchasers  of  said  lands. 

Mr.  Wright  said,  that  it  might  not  be  recol- 
lected, that  the  contract,  referred  to  in  this  resolo- 
tion,  between  the  United  States  and  Ohio,  had 
received  a  construction,  by  the  parties  to  the  con- 
tract, upon  which  they  continued  to  act  for  twen- 
ty years.  After  the  lapse  of  that  period,  a  dififerent 
construction  had  been  given  to  the  contract  by  the 
Gkneral  Land  Office,  which  was  consider^  by 
the  State  of  Ohio  as  seriously  affecting  its  intei^ 
ests.  Of  that  construction  he  did  not  now  meaa 
to  examine  the  accuracy  or  question  the  correct- 
ness. He  wished  merely  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  to  that  subject, 
satisfied  that,  on  a  full  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject, they  would  come  to  a  correct  conclosioa 
upon  it. — The  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen, 

1.  Raolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lnndi 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  alter- 
ing and  amending  the  land  laws  now  in  force,  so 
as  to  induce  thoee  who  purchased  under  the  credit 
system  to  discharge  the  sums  yet  unpaid,  by  cash,  ad- 
vanced at  discount,  and  by  further  relioquiiihaient. 

3.  Ruolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing to  actual  settlers,  prior  to  the  first  of  July,  18SQ, 
in  the  State  of  Alabama,  the  right  of  purchasing,  by 
pre-emption,  of  at  least  one  quarter  section  of  land, 
emlHracing  their  family  residences. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing the  right  of  pre-emption  to  all  personi  to  mill* 
seats,  on  public  Isnds,  where  the  same  have  been  acta- 
ally  improved,  as  such,  by  them. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing to  each  county  in  each  State,  where  there  are  pub- 
lic lands,  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  quarter  aee- 
tion  of  land,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  and  locating 
public  and  county  buildings. 

Mr.  Poinsett  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly 
of.  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  20tli  of 
December,  ultimo,  viz : 

Reeohed,  That  the  State  of  South  Carolina  r^^ards 
with  deep  interest  Uie  noble  and  patriotic  strusKl^  cf 
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the  modem  Greeks  to  rascaa  from  the  foot  of  the  infi- 
del tod  berbarian  the  hallowed  land  ofLeonidas  and 
Socrates ;  and  would  hail  with  pleaeare  the  recogni- 
tion, by  the  American  QoTernment,  of  the  independ- 
ence of  Greece. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Call  presented  to  the  House  a  printed  copy 
of  the  ^*Act8  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  tne 
Territory  of  Florida,  pasa^  at  their  second  session, 
1823;''  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREECE,  dbc. 

Mr.  Brbck  moved  that  the  resolution  some  time 
since  offered  by  him,  and  laid  on  the  table,  calling 
CD  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a  statement 
of  the  trade  of  the  United  States  to  Greece,  Egypt, 
and  Asia  Minor,  be  now  taken  up,  and  consid- 
ered. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  should  not  aeain  have  troubled 
the  House  on  this  subject,  had  ne  been  able  to  dis- 
corer,  in  the  statistical  tables  from  the  Treasury, 
the  information  it  was  his  object  to  obtain ;  but 
sereral  items  were,  in  that  statement,  included  in 
one  line,  and  the  whole  was  so  "  mixed  up,"  that 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  find  what  he  wanted. 
He  thought  the  procuring  of  the  information  the 
more  important,  as  the  subject  of  our  relations 
'with  Greece  was  soon  to  be  brought  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  Webster  gave  notice  that  he  should  not 
hold  himself  bound,  in  calling  up  his  resolution 
00  the  subject,  to  wait  for  the  aocument  called  for 
by  that  now  offered,  and  for  the  reason,  that  he 
did  not  think  that  the  information  now  called  for 
had  any  bearing  on  the  merits  of  the  prpposition 
which  he  had  submitted  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Forsyth  sugeested,  as  an  amendment  to 
the  resolution,  to  strike  out  the  clause  which  re- 
quires a  distinct  statement,  in  separate  columns, 
of  the  countries  under  the  Turkish  Government, 
from  those  possessed  by  the  Greeks  in  arms,  in  or- 
der to  put  the  resolution  in  a  shape  in  which  it 
would  be  compUed  with. 

Mr.  Brbck  accepted  the  amendment;  and  the 
resolatioo,  thus  altered,  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  follows : 

Rtaobfed,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  furnish  this  Houae  with  the  amount  of  ex* 
forti  from  the  United  States  to  Greece,  Aaia  Minor, 
ud  Egypt,  during  the  years  1880, 1821,  and  1828; 
tlw,  the  amount  of  imports  therefrom,  for  the  same 
pviod;  also,  the  amount  of  duties  paid  on  said  im« 
PoHi  into  the  Treaaury  of  the  United  States. 

BENJAMIN  HUFFMAN. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
OD  the  bill  appropriating  a  certain  sum  of  money, 
to  enable  Benjamin  Huffman  to  recover  his  son, 
^en  prisoner  by  the  Indians. 

Mr.  CocKB  briefly  stated  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  to  be  provided  for.  The  father  of  the 
^y  having  applied  for  advice  and  assistance  to 
Goveraor  Cass,  of  Michigan  Territory,  that  gen- 
tleman corresponded  on  the  subject  with  the  Sec-  J 


retary  of  State ;  in  eoneequence  of  which  the  lat- 
ter had  a  correspondence  with  Mr.  Canning,  the 
British  Minister  to  this  Grovernment,  and  he,  with 
the  Governor  of  Canada,  who  discovered  that  the 
boy  in  question  was  in  the  possession  of  a  British 
sergeant  in  Canada,  who  was  unwilling  to  deliver 
him  up.  Without  the  consent  both  of  the  boy 
himself,  and  of  this  man  who  held  him,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Canada  was  unwilling  to  deliver  him 
over.  In  such  circumstances,  the  committee  who 
reported  this  bill,  thought  it  right  that  Congress 
should  interpose,  in  order  to  enable  the  father  to 
go  on  to  Canada,  and  take  with  him  the  requisite 
evidence  of  the  facts,  and  obtain  a  habeas  corpus 
for  the  bov.  Thev  had  guarded  against  any  abuse, 
first,  by  tne  smallness  of  the  sum  granted,  ana 
then  by  exacting  security  for  a  faithful  account 
and  a  return  of  the  balance,  should  any  remain. 

The  committee  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

BOAD  FROM  MEMPHIS  TO  LITTLE  ROCK. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  in  supporting  the  expediency  of 
the  bill,  stated  that  a  memorisu  on  the  same  sub- 
ject had  last  session  been  received  from  the  Terri* 
tory  of  Arkansas,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  a  favorable  report 
made,  but  not  acted  on.  The  committee  now  be- 
lieved such  a  road  to  b6  necessary,  and  highly 
conducive  to  the  prosperity  of  that  Territory ;  but 
too  expensive  for  its  present  population  and  means. 
It  was  for  the  purpose  of  imiting  the  two  great 
bodies  of  settlers,  the  seat  of  government  being  at 
one  end  of  the  road,  and  the  settlements  on  the 
Mississippi  at  the  other  end.  The  actual  distance 
was  but  150  miles ;  but  the  present  circuitous  road 
ran  three  times  that  length.  The  contemplated 
road  would  be  valuable  to  the  Union,  as  well  as 
to  the  Territory,  bv  affording  transportation  for 
public  property,'  ana  by  opening  to  speedier  settle- 
ment the  military  lands  in  Arkansas.  It  was  im- 
portant in  another  view.  The  white  population 
of  that  Territory  was  but  about  16,000 ;  and  on  its 
borders  were  nearly  50,000  Indians.  It  was  evi- 
dent how  requisite  it  would  be,  in  case  hostilities 
should  arise,  to  have  an  easier  and  more  direct 
mode  of  communication  than  now  existed.  Many 
similar  bills  had  passed  the  House,  but  none  of 
them  more  proper,  from  all  the  circumstances,  than 
this. 

The  bill,  having  been  read  by  sections,  was  re- 
ported without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading — ayes  79,  noes  58. 

AGENT  TO  GREECE,  &c 

Mr.  Sloan B,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
gave  notice  that  he  sbould,  on  Monday,  call  up 
the  report  of  that  committee  on  the  subject  of  the 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Wilson,  a  member  from 
New  York. 

The  Speaker  reminded  the  honorable  member 
that  notice  had  been  given  for  the  discussing  of 
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another  subject,  on  Monday:  alluding  to  Nfr. 
WEBBTfiB's  resolution  for  sending  an  agent  to 
Greece. 

Mr.  PoiN8£TT  said,  that  the  Speaker  had  refer- 
red to  a  subject,  in  reg;ard  to  which,  he  wished  to 
make  a  suggestion,  for  which  he  would  use  the 
present  occasion.  The  motion,  by  his  friend  from 
Massachusetts,  respecting  Greece,  stood  under  no- 
tice for  Monday  next.  That  question,  he  thought, 
would  give  rise  to  the  discussion  of  other  subjects 
connected  with  our  foreig^n  relations.  It  would  be 
recollected  that,  after  notice  was  given  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  that  subject  on  Monday  next,  a  call  for 
information,  on  another  most  interesting  subject, 
had  been  made,  on  the  motion  of  an  honorable 
.  member  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Mallabt,)  which 
had  not  yet  been  answered.  .  The  King  of  Spain, 
it  was  understood,  had  declared  his  determination 
to  reclaim  his  former  possessions  in  America  by 
force.  It  had  been  confidently  rumored,  that  the 
confederated  monarchs  of  Europje  were  about  to 
take  some  measures  in  aid  of  this  determination 
of  the  Kin^  of  Spain.  When  the  House  went 
into  Comnuttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  on  the  subject  of  the  agency  to  Greece, 
that  would  be  a  convenient  occasion  to  bring  for- 
ward this  other  subject  They  were  somewhat 
connected,  and  there  would  doubtless  be  a  discus- 
sion of  both.  But  the  House  would  not  be  fully 
prepared  for  the  discussion,  till  the  reply  should 
come  in  answer  to  the  resolution  adopted  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  He 
wished,  therefore,  that  his  friend  from  Bdasaaehu- 
aetts  would  consent  to  omit  the  calling  up  of  his 
motion  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Wbbstbr  said,  he  felt  solicitous-— perhaps 
too  solicitous-^to  bring  on  his  motion  as  early  as 
convenient,  especially  as  some  mistaken  notion,  as 
he  thought!  or  its  nature  and  tendency,  had  gone 
abroad.  He  was  fully  persuaded  that  the  course 
indicated  by  that  motion  was  precisely  that  which 
he  thought  the  Government  ought  to  adopt ;  that 
nothing  less  than  that  would  satisfy  the  puUic 
feeling  or  the  public  expectation,  and  that  the 
sooner  it  was  done  the  better.  He  thought  the 
information  communicated  this  morning  was  of  a 
character  to  strengthen  this  conviction,  where  it 
existed,  and  to  create  it  where  it  did  not  Never- 
theless, he  was  unwillins  to  bring  on  the  motion, 
while  his  friend  from  South  Carolina  thought 
there  would  be  a  convenience  resulting  from  de- 
lay. He  would,  therefore,  not  call  up  the  subject 
on  Monday.  And,  as  it  was  probable  there  would 
soon  be  an  answer  to  the  res(Uution  of  the  g^tle- 
man  from  Vermont,  he  would,  after  the  receipt  of 
that  communication,  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  again  to  the  subject 

REPORT  ON  THE  FINANCES. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  covering 
his  annual  report  upon  the  state  of  the  finances 
of  the  United  States;  which  letter  and  report  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  six  thousand  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  letter  and  report  are  as  follows : 


TasAsvmr  VwmAvnnwr,  D&t.  31,  lOta. 
Sib:  I  have  the  b<nior  to  transmit  a  report,  pn- 
pared  in  obedience  to  the  *'  Act  sapplementazy  to  the 
act  to  cstablirii  the  TrsMOiy  Department." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Teiy  reapectfolly,  air,  yoar 
obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWPOBD. 
To  the  kmufrahle  the  Svsakxb 

of  ike  House  of  IUpreaeniatioe$» 


In  obedience  to  the  direetiona  of  the  **  Act  anpple- 
mentaiy  to  the  aet  to  eatabiiah  the  Treasuy  Depart- 
ment,"  the  Bccretaiy  of  the  Treasury  reapectftilly  ssb- 
mtta  the  following  rapoit: 

l^^Of  ihe  PMic  Bevetwe  and  EspgrndUwroe  of  ik 

fears  1822  and  1823. 

The  net  revenue  whioh  accraed  fiom  daiiua  on  in- 
porta  and  tonnage,  during  the  year  182S,  amooalid 
to $90,600,776  91 


The  actual  receipta  into  the  Traesarj 

dnring  the  year  IMS,  amounted  to  fao,S3S,4^  ^ 
Vis: 

Cnatom §17,569,761  M 

Public  lands,  ezdu- 

aive  of  Miaaiaaippi 

atock 1,803,581  54 

DiTidenda  on  atock  in 

the  Bank  of  the 

United  Statea  -    •         S97g500  00 
Arrears  of  internal  dn- 

tiea  and  direct  tax, 

and  incidental  re- 
ceipts, and  repay- 

menta  under  act  of 

May  1,  1890    •    -        541,684  46 


« with  the  bakneein  the  Trea- 
aaiy  on  the  lat  of  Jaonaiy,  18S9,of     1,681^98  94 

Anaggvagateof  -^Sl,l)U  090  H 

The  ezpenditnrea  daring  the  year 
18t9,amoaatedto    ....    17,676,599(3 

Via: 
CiTil,  diploauitic,aad 

auaoelianeona  -    •  91,967,996  84 
Militaiy  aenrice,   in- 
cluding fortificat'a, 

ordnance,     Indian 

department,  revolu. 

tionary  andmilitaiy 

penaiona,     arming 

the  militia,  and  ar- 

rearagea    prior   to 

the  lat  of  January, 

1817 6,635,188  99 

Naval  aernce,inciod- 

ing  the  gradual  in- 

creaae  of  the  navy  8,924,458  98 
Public  debt  •  •  ;  7,848,949  18 
LeaTiDg  a  balance  in  the  Treasury, 

on  the  lat  of  Januaiy,  1823,  of    -      4,297,497  55 

The  actual  receipta  into  the  Tree* 

aury  daring  the  three  first  quartera  of 

the  year  1883,  are  eatimated  to  hava 

amounted  to    -    .    -#16,174,085  86 

Vli: 
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667,605  73 


Cnstoma    •    •    •      §16^018,398  74 
PoUic  iands,  exda- 

live  of 

stock 
Dmdenda  on  itock  in 

the  Bank  of  Um 

Uoitad  8ute«  -    -         360,000  00 
Arrears  of  internal  do- 

tiei  and  direct  tax, 

and  incidental  re- 

ceipta     -    •    •    • 
Hepeyment  of  advan- 

eei  made   in    the 

War  Department^ 

lor  aervicae  or  enp* 

pliea,  prior  to  let 

July,  1316  .    -    . 
Tbe  actual   reeeipte 

into  the  Treaaaiy, 

during  the  fourth 

quarter,  are  eetima- 

ted  at     ..    -     -      4,370,000  00 


103,7tM  16 


44^10  64 


Making  the  total  eetimateid  receipta 
into  tbe  Treasury  daring  the  year 
1823 


$30,444,036  36 


30 


1,610,735  14 


And,  with  the  balance  in  the  Trea^ 

inry,  on  the    lat  January,    1823, 

foniujig  an  aggregate  of        •        -  934,681,468  81 
Theexpenditares  dor- 

ifig  the  three  fiiit. 

qaartenof  theyear 

1833,  are  eatimated 

to  have  amounled 

to     .        .    .     -$11,433,847 

Vii: 
Civil,  diplomatic,  and 

niacellaneoua  -    • 
Military  aerrice,  in* 

Coding  fortificat'e, 

ordnance,     Indian 

department,  rerolu- 

tionaiy  and  military 

pentions,     arming 

the  mUitia,  and  ar- 

"wtgee   prior    to 

the  latof  jannar?, 

1817.    .... 

NaTalaerrioe,  inclnd- 
ins  the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  nary 

ntblicdebt     -    .    . 

The  ezpenditn  ree  dnr- 

iog  tbe  fourth  qnar- 

tef»  are  estimated 
tt 


4,383,715  63 


1,776,989  37 
8,761,407  17 


Vi«: 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and 
miBcellaneous  -     - 

Military  serrice,  in- 
vading fortificat's, 
ordnance,  Indian 
department,  reroln- 
twoary  and  military 
pensions,  arming 
the  militia,  and  ar* 
'^ftrsges  pnor  to  the 
Itt  January,  1817 


3,894,659  74 


489,704  11 


Naval  service,  includ- 
ing the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  nayy         736,776  46 

PuUic  debt     -    -    -      1,778,689  84 
Making  the  total  estimated  expendi- 


ture of  the  year  1883 


-$16,317407  04 


And  leaving  in  the  Treasury,  on 
the  1st  January  1884,,  an  estimated 
balance  of        •        -        •        •       • 


$9,364,066  77 


After  deducting  from  this  sum  certain  balances  of 
appropriations,  amounting  to  $8,897,086  47,  which 
are  necessary  to  eifoct  the  objects  for  which  they  were 
seTerally  made,  or  have  been  deducted  from  the  esti- 
mates for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  a  balance  of 
^466,969  30  remains ;  which,  with  the  receipts  into 
the  Treasury  during  the  year  1884,  constitutes  the 
means  for  defraying  the  current  service  of  that  year. 

2.-0/  the  PMie  JMt. 

The  funded  debt,  which  was  contracted  before  the 
year  1818,  and  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  let  day 
of  October,  1888,  amounted  to  -        -  $17,189,862  60 

And  that  which  was  contracted  sub- 
sequently to  the  1st  of  January,  1813, 
and  was  unredeemed  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1888,  amounted  to  -        •        -    75,858,848  68 

Making  the  total  amount  of  fanded 

debt,  unredeemed  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1888 $93,048,701  18 

In  the  fourth  quarter  of  that  year, 
there  was  paid  the  sum  of        -        • 
Via: 

Rebursement  of  six 
per  ct  deferred  stock     $866,673  38 

Redemption  of  six 
per  cent  stock,  of 
1880 8,000,000  00 

Reducing  the  funded  debt,  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1883,  to   - 

From  that  day  to  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber last,  there  was  added  to  the 
debt — 

In  three  per  cent, 
stock $138  39 

Treasury  note  six 
per  eent.  stock-    -    -  1,561  87 

Treaa'y  note  seven 
per  cent,  sto^     •    -  135  00 


8,865,673  38 


-    90,777,087  86 


1,889  86 


Making  an  aggregate  of 

During  the  same  period,  there  was 
paid,  in  reimbursement  of  the  deferred 
six  per  cent,  stock    .        •        -        - 


-$90,778,857  18 


387,088  88 


Reducing  the  funded  debt,  on  the 
1st  of  October,  1883,  to    -        -        -  $90,451,834  84 

Since  that  day  there  has  been  ad- 
ded in  Treasury  note  six  per  cent, 
stock 716  76 


899,449  98 


Making  an  aggregate  of 

It  is  estimated  that  the  reimburse- 
ment of  deferred  stock,  in  the  fourth 
quarter  of  the  present  year,  will  amount 
to 


.$90,468,660  99 


*874,688  85 
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Which  will  reduce  the  funded  debt, 
unredeemed  on  the  let  of  JanUAfy, 
1824,  to $90,177,962  14 


The  emount  of  Treeeury  note*  out- 
standing on  the  let  of  October,  1823, 
b  estimated  at  .... 


$26,122  00 


And  the  amount  of  Mississippi  stock 
unredeemed  on  that  day  at        -  $21.258  87 

3.  Of  the  EstimaU  of  the  PtMic  Revenue  and  Es- 
penditure  for  the  ffeair  1824. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  actual  receipts  of  the 
year  1823,  agree,  substontially,  with  the  ettimaU  pre- 
sented  in  Ihe  last  annual  report  The  only  deficiency 
is  in  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands ;  snd  that  is  un* 
derstood  to  have  been  the  consequence  of  an  expecta- 
tion, generally  entertained,  that  the  lands  which  were 
relinquished  under  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821, 
and  which  are  supposed  to  present  the  strongest  in- 
ducements to  purchasers,  would  be  brought  into  mar- 
ket early  in  the  ensuing  year ;  with  respect  to  the  cus- 
toms, however,  the  anticipations  that  had  been  formed, 
both  as  to  the  circumstances  which  were  calculated  to 
have  an  influence  upon  their  productiveness,  and  as  to 
the  results,  have  been  completely  realised.  It  is  be- 
lieved, therefore,  that  data  founded  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciples as  those  which  governed  in  forming  the  esti- 
mate for  the  year  1823,  may  be  satisfactorily  presented 
as  the  basis  of  an  estimate  for  the  year  1824.  With 
this  viewf  the  Secretary  has  the  honor  to  state  : 

1st.  That  the  gross  smount  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  which  accrued  from  the  1st  of  January, 
to  the  30ih  of  Beptember  last,  inclusive,  is  estimated 
at  $17,800,000  ;  and  that  of  the  whole  year  at  $21,- 
000,000.  Of  this  sum,  thst  portion  which  accrued  in 
the  first  half  of  theyesr,  is  about  $1,000,000  leas  than 
that  of  the  same  period  in  the  preceding  year ;  and 
that  which  accrued  in  the  three  first  quarters  of  the 
year,  is  estimsted  at  $1,700,000  less  than  that  of  the 
corresponding  quarters  of  the  preceding  year. 

2d.  That  the  debentures  issued  during  the  three 
first  quarters  of  the  year  1823,  amounted  to  $3,412,. 
000 ;  which  exceed  the  amount  issued  during  the  cor- 
responding  period  of  the  year  1822,  by  $1,600,000; 
and  the  amount  of  debentures  outatanding  on  the  30th 
of  September  last,  snd  chargeable  upon  the  revenue 
of  1824,  waa  $1,406,000;  which  is  $500,000  more 
than  was,  on  the  same  day»  in  1822,  chargeable  upon 
the  revenue  of  1823. 

3d.  That  the  value  of  domeatte  articles  exported 
from  the  United  States,  in  the  year  ending  on  the  30th 
of  September  laat,  amounted  to  $47,165,711 ;  being 
$2,718,368  less  than  those  exported  in  the  year  pre- 
ceding ;  and  the  value  of  foreign  articles  exported  in 
the  yesr  ending  on  the  30th  September  last,  was  $27,- 
680,469 ;  being  $5,244,267,  more  than  (hose  exported 
in  the  preceding  year. 

4th.  That  the  aggregate  value  of  the  imports  into 
the  United  States,  during  the  yesr  ending  on  the  30th 
of  September  last,  is  estimated  at  $77,486,432 ;  which 
is  less,  by  $5,766,109,  than  those  imported  in  the  pi«- 
ceding  year. 

fith.  That  the  amount  of  custom-house  bonds,  in 
suit,  which  on  the  30th  of  September,  1820,  wss 
$8,130,000,  wss,  on  the  same  day,  in  the  year  1822, 
$2,796,000,  and,  in  theyear  1823,  #2,817,000;  whence. 


it  appears,- that,  although  a  reduction  of  $313,000  had 
taken  place  during  the  whole  period,  yet  the  sffloont 
in  suit  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  was  grester,  by 
$22,000,  thsn  on  the  same  day  of  the  year  preceding. 

Upon  a  consideration  of  all  these  iacts,  and  the  con- 
clusions deducible  firom  them,  the  receipts  from  the 
customs,  in  the  year  1824,  may  be  estimated  at  |16,. 
600,000. 

A  conaiderable  portion  of  the  lands  relinquished  nn- 
der  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  will  be  brought 
into  market  in  the  enauing  year ;  but,  aa  it  is  yet  qb- 
certain  to  what  extent  this  may  be  deemed  adviitUc, 
and  aa  the  sale  of  these  lands  will  probably  sbeorb  a 
great  portion  of  the  meana  of  those  who  are  preptnd 
to  make  investments  in  the  public  lands,  it  it  conad- 
ered  prudent  not  to  estimate  the  receipts  from  ths 
source  of  revenue  at  more  than  $1,600,000;  althoogh 
it  is  believed  that  they  will  exceed  that  sum. 

Under  these  ciroumstanoea,  the  receipts  of  the  yen 
1824  may  be  estimated  as  follows : 

Customs $16,600,00000 

Public  Lands 1,600,000  00 

Bank  Dividends        -        -•      -•     -         360,000  00 
Incidental  receipts,  including  arrears 

of  internal  duties  and  direct  tax     •  50,000  00 

Repayments  of  advances  made  in  the 
War  Department  for  serviees  or  sup- 
plies prior  to  July  1,  1816      -        •  60,00000 

Making  together         -        •  $18,650,00000 

To  which  is  to  be  added  the  sura  of         6,466,969  30 
remaining  in  the  Treasury,  after 
satisfying    all    the    appropriationa 
chargeable  upon  the  means  of  1823, 
which  makes  the  entire  means  of  the  - 

year  1824,  amount  to    -        -        •  $25,016,969  M 

The  expenditures  of  the  year  1814, 
are  estimated  as  follows : 

Civil,  Diplomatic,  and 

Miscellaneous         -  $1,81*4,057  28 

Military  service,  inclu- 
ding ordnance,  forti- 
ficationa,  Indian  de- 
partment. Revolu- 
tionary and  milita- 
ry pensions,  arming 
thp  militia,  and  ar- 
rearages prior  to  1st 
January,  1817        -    6,122,268  16 

Naval  service,  inclu« 
ding  the  gradual  in* 
crease  of  the  Navy       2,073,927  61 

Public  Debt        •        •    6,314,000  00 


Making  an  aggregate  of    •        -        -^     16,224,262  69 
which,  being  deducted  from  the  es- 
timated meana  of  1824,  will  leave  in 
the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  January, 
1825,  after  aatisfying  the  current 

demands  of  the  year  1824,  a  bal-    ■ — 

ance,  estimated  at         -        -        -    $9,792,716  41 


Under  the  existing  laws,  there  is  no  probability 
that  any  portion  ef  the  balance  remaining  in  the 
Treasury  On  the  1st  of  January,  1824,  or  of  the  •Q^ 
plus  which  may  accrue  during  that  year,  can  be  ep- 
plied  to  the  diacharge  of  the  public  debt,  until  the  lit 
of  January,  1826.  Yet  it  is  not  deemed  condocivf 
to  the  general  praspMitj  of  the  nation,  that  so  lsi(« 
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an  amoont  ihoald  be  drawn  from  the  htndi  of  iadi- 
fidaalf  and  anffered  to  lie  inactive  in  the  vaalte  of  the 
banka.  On  the  other  hand,  the  high  rate  of  interest 
of  the  great  amouot  of  debt  which  becomea  redeem* 
able  00  the  lat  of  January,  1826,  rendera  it  inexpe- 
dient for  the  Government  to  apply  to  other  objecta 
loy  portion  of  the  meaua  which  it  may  poaaees  of 
making  ao  advantageoas  a  reimburaement.  It  is  be- 
lieTed,  however,  that  every  inconvenience  may  be  ob- 
riated,  if  authority  be  given  for  the  purchaae  of  the 
KTen  per  cent  atock,  amounting  to  $8,610,000,  dur- 
ing the  year  1824,  at  such  rates  aa  may  be  conaiatent 
iriih  the  public  intereat.  As  it  is  now  certain  that 
the  Government  will  poeaess  ample  meana  to  redeem 
that  stock  on  the  lat  of  January,  1826,  it  is  presumed 
that  the  holders  will  be  willing  to  dispose  of  it,  during 
the  interval,  ut  a  Air  price ;  and,  as  a  gradual  C4>n- 
reraion  of  it  into  money,  at  such  times,  and  in  such 
portions,  as  would  be  most  favorable  to  its  invest- 
nent,  would  be  most  advantageous  to  the  moneyed 
trinMctions  of  the  community,  it  is  presumed  that  it 
ironid  be  most  acceptable  to  the  holders. 

It  ia,  therefore,  respectfully  proposed,  that  the  Com* 
missionera  of  the  Sinking  Fund  be  authorized  to  pur- 
chaje  the  seven  per  cent,  stock,  during  the  ensuing 
fear,  at  the  following  ratea  above  the  principal  sum 
pnicbaaed: 

1.  For  all  atock  purchased  before  the  1st  of  April 
pext,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  $1  26  on  every  $100, 
in  addition  to  the  interest  due  on  such  stock  on  that 
day. 

2.  Fur  all  stock  purchased  between  the  lat  of  April 
and  the  lat  of  July  next,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  76 
eenu  on  every  $100,  in  addition  to  the  interest  due 
Ml  the  laat  mentioned  day. 

3.  For  all  stock  purchased  between  the  lat  of  July 
ind  the  lat  of  October  next,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding, 
on  every  $100,  the  amoont  of  interest  which  would 
bave  accrued  on  the  last  mentioned  day. 

4-  For  all  atock  purchased  between  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1824,  and  the  lat  of  January,  1826,  the  princi- 
pal and  intereat  due  on  the  day  of  purchase. 

In  proposing  to  the  consideration  of  Congreaa  this 
Implication  of  the  surplus  means  of  the  years  1823 
tnd  1624,  the  probable  demands  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, in  providing  for  the  awards  of  the  Commission- 
tn  Qnder  the  treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  22d  February, 
18li),  have  not  been  overlooked.  It  is  believed,  hdw- 
ever,  that  fundi  may  be  advantageoualy  supplied  lor 
tbe  diKharge  of  those  claims,  by  the  issue  and  sale, 
rt  not  leas  than  par,  of  five  per  cent  atock,  redeem- 
able in  1832;  and  it  is  respectfully  proposed  that 
iQthority  be  given  for  that  purpose. 

Of  the  $10,331,000  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  redeem- 
able in  1826,  about  16,000,000  will  probably  be  re- 
deemed  in  that  year;  and  there  will  remain  unre- 
deemed, after  the  application  of  all  the  means  at  the 
difposal  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
«boQt  16,331,000.  This  sum,  it  is  believed,  may  be 
readily  exchanged  for  five  per  cent,  stock,  redeemable 
in  1833,  and  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  provision 
^  made,  by  law,  for  auch  an  exchange  of  ao  much  of 
the  lix  per  cent,  stock  aa  ahall  not  be  redeemed  dur- 
ug  the  jear  1826. 

The  views  which  are  herein  presented  are  founded 
upon  the  idea  that  no  extraordinary  expenditure  is  to 
^  incurred.  If,  however,  it  be  deemed  advisable  to 
live  increased  extension  or  activity  to  the  Navy,  or  to 
^  in  objects  of  internal  impioTement,  it  is  beliaTtd 


that  such  additional  means  as  may  be  required,  may 
be  obtained  by  a  judicious  revision  of  the  tarifi*.  Such 
a  meaanre  was  recommended  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port, with  a  view  both  to  the  increase  of  the  revenue 
and  the  simplification  of  its  collection ;  and  further 
reflection  and  experience  have  tended  to  atrengthen 
the  opinion  then  entertained,  that  its  operation,  with- 
out being  onerous  to  the  community,  would  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  revenue,  salutary  to  the  commerce,  and 
beneficial  to  the  manufactures  of  the  country. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Tbxasvbt  DapABTMxxrT,  Dec.  31, 1823. 

ROADS  IN  FLORIDA. 

The  following  blU  was  taken  up  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole: 

A  Bill  to  authorise  the  laying  out  and  opening  certain 
Public  Roada,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^e.,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
opened,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  a  public  road  from 
Pensacola  and  St.  Augustine,  commencing  at  Deer 
Point,  on  the  Bay  of  Pensacola,  and  pursuing  the  Old 
Indian  Trail  to  the  Cowpond,  on  the  Choctawhatchey 
river;  thence,  direct  to  the  Natural  Bridge,  on  the 
Ecanfinan  river;  thence,  to  the  Ochesee  Blufl^  on  the 
Appalachicola  river;  thence,  in  the  most  direct  practi- 
cable route,  to  the  site  of  Fort  St.  Levis;  thence,  aa 
nearly  as  practicable,  on  the  Old  Spanish  road  to  St 
Augustine,  crossing  the  St.  John's  river  at  Picolata; 
which  road  shall  be  plainly  and  distinctly  marked,  and 
ahall  be  of  the  width  of  twenty-five  feet. 

Sic  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  the 
troops  of  the  United  Statea  atationed  in  Florida,  in 
such  manner  aa  he  may  think  proper,  in  the  comple- 
tion, or  in  assisting  in  the  completion,  of  said  road. 

Sxc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,,  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  opening  the  said  road,  the 
aum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  aame 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasu^  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Szc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Presi- 
dent be,  and  he  ia  hereby,  authorized  to  cauae  to  be 
surveyed  and  marked  out,  the  moat  direct  and  practi- 
cable route  for  a  public  road  from  Cape  Sable,  passing 
by  Charlotte  Harbor  and  the  Bay  of  Tampa,  to  the 
point  where  the  Suwaney  river  will  be  intersected  by 
the  road  to  be  opened  from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augua- 
tine,  and  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  and  marked  out, 
the  route  for  a  public  road,  from  Cape  Florida  to  St 
Auguatine. 

Szc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  de* 
fraying  the  expenses  of  the  surveys  aforesaid,  the  sum 
of  ^3,000  be,  aod  the  same  ia  hereby,  appropriated,  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treaaury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

The  first  sbction  hairing  been  read — 
Mr.  Call,  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Flor- 
ida, advocated  the  measure  proposed  by  the  bill,  as 
one  imperiously  demanded  by  the  exigencies  and 
peculiar  circumstances  of  that  countrv,  and  emi- 
nently calculated  to  advance  its  settlement  and 
prosperity.  The  population  of  what  was  lately 
the  Floridas^  he  said,  lies  at  the  two  opposite  ex- 
tremities of  the  territory,  Augustine  and  Pen- 
sacola; the  two  points  to  ba  connected  by  the 
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road  DOW  proposed.  The  course  of  the  road 
passed  through  a  reffion  of  couotry  till  now  very 
imperfectly  known,  but  whose  fertility  was  calca- 
iated  to  attract  emigration.  The  late  treaty,  by 
which  the  whole  of  this  country  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
opens  a  fine  field  for  emigrating  enterprise,  and, 
from  the  richness  of  the  soil,  there  was  little  doubt 
but  that  the  interior  would,  in  a  short  time,  be- 
come densely  peopled.  The  road  which  at  pres- 
ent connects  the  two  points  he  had  mentioned, 
takes  a  circuitous  route  of  more  than  seven  hun- 
dred miles,  through  parts  of  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama; wherea^  the  direct  course  of  the  new  road 
would  make  the  distance  to  be  travelled  about 
three  hundred  and  seventy-six  miles.  The  peti- 
tion on  which  the  bill  is  founded,  asks  only  for 
$20,000  to  defray  the  expenses  of  making  this 
road — an  amount  which,  when  the  nature  of  the 
country,  and  the  maspiitude  of  the  undertaking  is 
taken  into  view,  will  appear  to  every  candid  per- 
son, very  moderate.  Tne  estimate  bad  been  made 
as  low  as  circumstances  would  allow,  but  it  was 
hoped  that,  by  a  judicious  expenditure,  that 
amount  misht'  be  rendered  sufficient.  Almost 
the  whole  of  the  very  fertile  tract,  through  which 
the  road  is  proposed  to  pass,  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
United  States'  Grovernment,  as  public  property; 
few  or  no  grants  having  been  made  of  lands  m 
the  interior.  The  road  will,  therefore,  be  a  meas* 
ure  of  policy  to  the  Qovernment,  from  its  effect 
on  the  value  of  its  lands,  as  well  as  of  great  bene- 
fit to  Florida. 

Mr.  GuRLBY,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend  the 
btU  by  striking  out  all  that  part  of  it  which  pro- 
vides for  the  employment  or  the  United  States' 
troops  in  making  the  road.  Favorable  as  he  was 
to  all  measures  of  internal  improvement,  and  to  the 
particular  object  now  proposed,  he  was  not  dis- 
posed, in  the  accomplishment  of  it,  to  jeopardize 
the  lives  of  the  soldiers  by  employing  them  in  the 
work.  It  was  a  fact  well  known,  that  the  em- 
ployment of  the  troops  in  works  of  this  descrip- 
tion, had,  in  many  instances,  proved  fatal  to  them. 
He  had  personally  witnessed  this,  and  knew  it  to 
be  true.  It  had  for  some  time  been  the  policy  of 
the  United  States  so  to  employ  them,  but,  when 
this  policy  was  extended  to  southern  climates,  the 
soldiers  became  victims  of  the  occupation.  He 
repeated  the  assurance  that  he  was  friendly  to  the 
object  of  the  bill,  and  would  vote  for  it  were  this 
feature  removed. 

Mr.  Call,  in  reply,  said,  he  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  not  be  adopted,  as  it  would  in  effect 
defeat  the  bill  altogether.  The  gentleman  from 
Louisiana,  while  desirous  of  exempting  the  troops 
from  the  labor  of  making  the  road,  had  proposed 
no  substitute  for  them.  For  himself,  Mr.  C.  said, 
he  was  as  much  disposed  to  foster  the  interests 
and  preserve  the  life  and  health  of  our  soldiery  as 
any  man,  and  as  much  opposed  to  setting  tnem 
at  a  menial  or  degrading  employment ;  but  this 
was  not  such  an  employment  of  them,  nor  was  it 
a  new  proposition,  but  on  the  contrary  a  matter 
of  every  day  occurrence.  The  object  to  be  accom- 
plished was  one  of  great  importance  to  the  United 


States,  in  a  national  view,  and  might  withoai 
impropriety  occupy  the  leisure  of  a  small  porutm 
of  ner  troops.  As  to  its  exposing  them  to  diseue. 
he  had  himself  lived  for  years  in  Florida^  had 
traversed  it  in  all  directions  and  at  all  setsoBL 
was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  its  climate,  and 
he  did  not  apprehend  any  such  consequence  as  tbe 

fentleman  seemed  to  anticipate.  Besides,  if  the 
ill  shall  now  pass,  the  labor  will  be  finished  he- 
fore  the  more  sickly  months  arive.  The  road  we 
ask  for,  said  Mr.  C,  can  soon  be  made.  We  do 
not  contemplate  at  present  any  great  or  cosdf 
road,  such  as  it  will  occupy  a  long  period  to  com- 
plete ;  all  that  we  ask  or  look  for  will  expose  the 
soldiers  to  no  great  amount  either  of  labor  or  dan- 
ger. Were  it  a  time  of  war,  indeed,  we  shoold 
not  think  of  so  employing  them ;  but  it  is  a  seasoo 
of  profound  peace,  and  no  detriment  can  arise  to 
the  public  safety  or  interest  from  doing  it  la 
fact,  the  road  must  be  made  in  this  way,  or  not  at 
all,  for  the  country  is  so  sparsely  settled  that 
there  is  not  in  the  Territorv  a  popalation,  either 
in  sufficient  number,  or  of  the  proper  kind,  to  a^ 
complish  it. 

Mr.  CocKfi,  of  Tennessee,  wished  to  know  from 
the  gentleman  who  objected  to  this  emplofUKUt 
of  the  troops,  how  they  could  be  better  employed? 
We  have  had,  not  long  since,  a  sad  experience  to 
teach  us  that,  if  not  employed  in  something  that 
is  useful,  thev  will  soon  employ  themsdves  is 
what  is  miscnievous.  We  have  got  them ;  we 
have  paid  for  them ;  we  must  feed  them ;  and  of 
what  service  are  they  to  us  if  we  may  not  emploj 
them? 

Mr.  GuRLEY,  in  reply,  said,  it  was  possible  he 
might  have  been  deceived  in  his  apwehensio&s; 
he  presumed  the  g^tleman  from  Florida  vat 
better  acquainted  with  the  cireamstafices  of  that 
country  than  he  was ;  and  he  believed  they  wen 
both  disposed  to  act  on  the  same  principle  He 
was  persuaded,  if  his  fears  were  not  visional^) 
and  claager  did  really  exists  all  the  gentlemen  who 
were  friendly  to  the  bill  would  be  as  ready  ts 
himself  to  avoid  incurring  it.  Certainly,  the 
death  of  our  soldiers  was  to  be  deprecated.  We 
give  a  bountjT  to  get  them,  and  when  they  die  the 
Qovernment  is  a  loser.  What  he  had  stated  as  to 
the  danger  of  the  climate,  he  had  advanced  from 
experience  and  personal  observation.  He  knew, 
and  could  prove,  that,  out  of  a  full  company  re- 
cruited in  Boston,  in  May,  1821,  and  employed 
that  summer  in  erecting  public  buildings  atBatoa 
Rouge,  only  fifteen  were  left  alive  at  uie  close  of 
the  season.  Was  it  risht  to  expose  our  troops  to 
a  danger  of  this  kind?  It  might  be  Tery  tne 
that,  if  employed  at  all,  in  time  of  peace,  they 
could  not  be  better  employed  than  in  maklaf 
public  roads.  But,  was  there  any  necessity  for 
employing  them?  Because  we  cannot  emplof 
soldiers  every  day  in  the  year  in  actual  labor,  are 
we  to  disband  them  ?  •  Our  soldiers  are  the  salvi- 
tion  of  the  country ;  to  them  we  look  when  her 
soil  is  invaded  or  her  liberty  threatened.  It  mifht 
be  that  the  climate  of  Florida  was  attended  with 
no  such  danger  as  he  had  mentioned,  though,  fron 
its  situation,  he  should  expect  iu  cUmate  grettly 
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to  resemble  that  of  Louisiana.  He  once  more 
avowed  that  he  was  entirely  the  friend  of  the 
measure;  and,  if  no  substitute  for  his  amendment 
could  be  provided^  he  should  be  unwilling,  by  in- 
sisting  on  it^  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
He  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  better  use 
could  be  made  of  the  public  money  than  to  apply 
it  to  roads,  canals,  and  internal  improvements. 
We  could  not  leave  to  posterity  a  better  inheri-* 
taDce. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  should  be 
sorry  were  the  amendment  to  prevail.  The  ques- 
tioQ  of  employing  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
in  laboring  at  public  works,  was  one  which  had 
been  frequently  discussed  upon  this  floor ;  and  he 
beliered  the  mind  of  Congress,  and  of  the  nation, 
wa5  made  up  on  its  propriety.  The  honorable 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  had  spoken  of  the 
mortality  attending  the  Southern  climate.  But, 
were  Congress  to  relinquish  the  idea  of  employing 
^e  soldiers  on  this  road,  and  to  send  five  hundred 
citizens  from  civil  life  to  do  the  work,  would  not 
they  be  in  as  ^reat  danger  as  the  soldiers,  or  was 
it  important,  in  .the  question  of  climate,  whether 
a  man  wore  a  military  coat  or  a  homespun  one? 
If  tbe  object  sought  was  the  saving  of  the  wear 
md  tear  of  human  life^  then  it  was  surely  human- 
ity to  employ  the  soldiers ;  for,  suppose  we  have 
io  Florida  nve  hundred  troops,  and  we  send  in 
iddition  five  hundired  citizens,  then  the  climate 
nakes  war  upon  one  thousand  human  beings  in- 
stead of  five  hundred.  He  remembered,  indeed, 
ibat  General  Wilkinson  had  informed  the  nation 
hat  a  soldier  is  a  gentleman,  and  must  do  no 
abor;  and  yet  the  same  great  (General,  almost  in 
he  yery  same  paragraph,  had  set  this  gentleman 
0  carrying  a  knapsack  with  six  days'  provision 
m  his  back.  For  himself,  his  judgment  had 
liways  been  in  favor  of  employing  the  troops  in 
uaking  roads  upon  our  frontier.  Forts,  indeed, 
le  would  not  set  them  to  build ;  not  because  it 
ras  laborious,  but  because  forts  usuallv  were 
^ilt,  and  could  be  built,  both  better  and  cheaper, 
y  contract.         » 

Mr.  Sharps,  of  New  York,  recurring  to  the 
•atement  of  the  gentleman  from  Florida,  insisted 
n  the  economy  of  employing  the  troops  on  this 
hject.  Here  was  a  road  of  350  miles  to  be  made, 
ad  there  were  already  750  troops  in  the  territory 
irough  which  the  road  is  to  pass.  These  troops 
^ceive,  when  working  on  roads,  10  or  15  cents 
er  day,  additional  wages,  (no  small  matter  to  a 
>^ldier ;)  was  it  not  better  to  hire  hands  at  10  or 
3  cents  a  day  than  to  send  to  the  North  for 
orkmen,  who  must  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  75  or 
X)  cents  ? 

Mr.  Hemphill  observed  that  our  soldiery  had 
equeotly  been  employed  in  works  of  this  descrip- 
00,  and  it  was  a  general  observation,  that  they 
ere  never  healthier  than  when  thus  occupied, 
they  had  experienced  unusual  mortality  at  the 
outh,  it  was  from  the  efiects  of  the  climate,  not 
lose  of  the  moderate  labor  to  which  they  were 
rposed.  The  troops  now  proposed  to  be  em- 
oyed  were  not  to  be  sent  into  the  climate  of 
lorida ;  they  were  already  stationed  there,  and 
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it  was  a  settled  point,  that  the  President  might 
employ  them  at  his  discretion.  The  Romans  al- 
ways employed  their  soldiers  on  roads ;  this  prac- 
tice was  common  with  the  ancients,  some  of 
whose  noblest  monuments  of  public  utility  were 
the  work  of  their  armies.  It  was  surely  useless  to 
keep  soldiers  in  idleness,  when  useful  and  health- 
ful employment  could  be  found  for  them. 

Mr.  Sandford,  of  Tennessee,  su^^ested  that 
the  fears  of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  might 
be  obviated,  and  the  general  measure  not  pre- 
vented, if  he  modified  his  amendment,  so  as  to 
confine  the  employment  of  the  troops  to  certain 
months  of  the  year,  so  as  to  avoid  the  sickly 
season. 

Mr.  QoRLEY  expressed  himself  willing  to  accept 
of  this  suggestion ;  but 

Mr.  Sharpe  thought  it  was  unnecessary,  as  it 
was  discretionary  with  the  President  to  employ 
them  at  such  times  as  he  thought  expedient. 

Mr.  Cocke  agreed  in  this  opinion.  We  ought 
certainly  to  place  some  confidence  in  the  Execu- 
tive, who  would  not,  he  trusted,  employ  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  in  any  manner  that  was  cal- 
culated to  destroy  them.  He  could  not  help  ad- 
ding, he  said,  that  this  was  the  first  time  in  his 
life  ne  had  heard  the  idea  advanced  that  labor 
was  worse  than  idleness  for  the  preservation  of 
health. 

Mr.  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  the  troops 
in  Florida  were  stationed,  and  would  be  kept  in 
that  country  to  maintain  our  possession  of  it ;  no 
new  destination  of  troops,  therefore,  was  contem- 
plated by  the  bill.  Both  the  points  intended  to 
be  connected  by  the  proposed  road  were  military 
stations.  They  were  far  apart,  and  in  case  one 
of  them  should  be  attacked,  it  was  fit  that  there 
should  be  a  direct  and  speedy  communication  be- 
tween them.  The  power  to  employ  the  troops  is 
discretionary,  and  in  whose  hands,  asked  Mr.  H., 
is  it  reposed  ?  In  the  hands  of  the  Commander- 
in-chief  of  the  Army.  If  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  exercise  of  his  sagacity  and 
vigilance,  should  perceive  danger  to  arise  from 
such  employment  of  the  soldiers,  he  has  it  in  his 
power,  and  doubtless  will  have  it  in  his  wish,  to 
avoid  that  danger.  But  the  danger  is  visionary. 
Would  not  the  soldier  himself,  asked  Mr.  H., 
prefer  employment  to  the  dull  monotony  of  garri- 
son duty — to  the  eternal  recurrence  or  the  same 
scene  in  the  same  place?  The  fears  expressed  on 
this  subject  contradicted  all  theory  and  all  expe- 
rience ;  inaction  has  ever  been  found  to  produce 
both  moral  and  physical  maladies — while  on  the 
other  hand,  employment  is  healthful  alike  to  body 
and  mind. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
GuRLEY,  to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the 
bill,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large 
majority. 

After  some  further  conversation  on  the  details 
of  the  bill,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Wharton,  as- 
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sistant  marshal  to  take  the  census  of  manufac- 
tures in  South  Carolina  in  1810. 

The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading ;  when  the  House  ad- 
journed to  Monday^. 


Monday,  January  5. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
merchants,  traders,  and  other  citizens  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  praying  that  a  duty  of  ten  per  cen- 
tum may  be  imposed  on  sales  at  auction,  except- 
ing the  effects  of  bankrupts,  of  deceased  persons, 
goods  sold  for  the  benefit  of  underwriters,  ship- 
ping, and  real  estate. 

Mr.  Too  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  sun- 
dry members  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Messrs.  Tod,  Miller,  and  Breck,  also  pre- 
sented memorials  of  sundrv  inhabitants  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  respectively  praying  that  efficient 
measures 4nay  be  taken  for  the  security  and  pro- 
tection of  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  Hempbill  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  additional  duties  may  be  imposed  on  iron  and 
iron-castings  which  may  hereafter  be  imported 
into  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Breck  presented  a  memorial  of  Kreymborg 
and  Hagedom,  quill  manufacturers  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  that  so  much  of  the  acts 
imposing  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  into  the  United  States,  as  imposes 
a  duty  on  raw  quills,  may  be  repealed. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorials  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Werster  presented  a  niemoriai  signed  by 
a  committee  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  its  vicinity,  praying  that  the 
situation  of  the  Greeks,  now  engaged  in  arms  in 
rescuing  their  oppressed  country  and  brethren  from 
Turkish  bondage,  may  engage  the  early  and  fa- 
vorable attention  of  Congress ;  which  memorial 
WAS  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  memorial  and  petition 
of  sundry  merchants  and  underwriters  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  for  the 
interposition  of  Congress  in  procuring  redress  for 
spoliations  committed  on  their  lawful  commerce 
on  the  high  seas,  by  French  cruisers,  between  the 
years  1793  and  1800. 

Mr.  Blair  presented  a  memorial  of  the  ninth 
convention  of  the  Manumission  Society  of  Ten- 
nessee, praying  Congress  to  adopt  measures  for 
the  prevention  of  slavery  in  future  in  any  State 
where  it  is  not  now  allowed  by  law,  as,  also,  for 
ita  proscription  in  States  hereafter  to  be  formed 
and  admitted  into  the  Union. 

Orderedj  That  the  said  memorials  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Breck  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  that  an  act  may  be  passed  prescribing  an 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  for  the  United 


States ;  which  memorial  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Little,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Mary  James,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
ner  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

An  act  appropriating  a  certain  sum  of  money 
to  Benjamin  Huffman,  of  the  Slate  of  Indiana, 
was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  laying  out 
and  opening  of  certain  public  lands  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Wharton  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

[This  bill  gave  rise  to  some  debate,  which  turn- 
ed on  the  construction  of  the  bond  given  by  mar- 
shals employed  to  take 4he  census,  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  United  States  are  bound  for  the 
pay  of  their  deputies.  (The  person  named  in  the 
Dili  being  such  deputy,  and  his  principal  having 
failed.)  Mr.  Isacks  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Whit- 
tlesey of  Ohio,  Mr.  McCoy,  and  Mr.  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  took  part  in  the  discussion.] 

PENELOPE  DENNY. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  sup- 
port of  Penelope  Denny,  mother  of  James  Denny, 
late  a  quarter  gunner  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

The  bill  gave  rise  to  some  conversation  between 
Mr.  CAMRRELENoand  Mr.  Fuller,  of  Mississippi, 
in  which,  also,  Mr.  Hamilton  took  part. 

Mr.  Camrreleno  wished  that  the  support  of 
Mrs.  Denny  should  be  drawn  from  the  navy  pen- 
son  fund.  Mr.  Fuller  objected  to  this  as  being 
not  within  the  words  of  the  law  creating  that 
fund,  which  confined  it  to  the  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  officers  and  marines,  but  did  not  extend 
to  their  other  relatives.  Mr.  Hamiltoh  wished 
the  subject  referred  for  more  mature  consideration 
when,  on  motion  of  Mr.CAMRRBLSNO,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  was  postponed. 

COSTS  IN  PATENT  CASES. 

Mr.  Werster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  recommitted  a  bill  coneern- 
ing  costs  in  certain  cases,  reported  the  same,  with 
the  amendment  directed  by  the  instructions  of  the 
House,  viz :  the  substitution  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars in  place  of  thirty  dollars,  as  the  minimum  of 
damages  a  warded  by  a  jury,  on  which  costs  should 
be  allowed. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  as  amended — 

Mr.  Webster  said,  that,  on  the  introduction 
of  this  bill  to  the  House,  a  few  days  ago',  he  had 
stated  the  reason  for  proposing  this  bill,  to  be,  that 
though  the  law  limited  the  recovery  of  costs^  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  general  casesg 
to  suits  involving  an  amount  not  less  than  five 
hundred  dollars,  there  was  a  propriety  of  a  reduc- 
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tion  o{  the  minimum  in  the  case  of  su^^  by 
patentees,  because  it  was  supposed  to  be  matter 
of  necessity  for  the  patentee  to  sue  in  the  Federal 
courU).  An  honorable  member  had,  on  a  former 
occasion,  saggested  that  the  State  courts  have 
jarisdiction  in  cases  of  this  description ;  but,  Mr. 
W.  said,  if  the  honorable  member  would  refer  to 
the  law,  he  would  see  that  the  act  of  Congress 
which  creates  the  right  prescribes  the  remedy, 
and  provides  that  the  patentee  may  sue  for  it  in 
the  circait  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  under 
ihdii  phraseology  it  was  presumed  that  he  could 
not  sae  elsewhere  than  in  those  courts. 

Mr.  Buchanan  had  objections  to  the  whole 
bill.   What,  asked  he,  is  the  law  in  the  case  of 
patentees  as  it  now  stands  1  A  most  extraordinary 
disiinction  orer  other  clients  is  made  in  their  favor, 
by  grantiDj^  them  judgment  for  three  times  the 
amount  of  damages  awarded  by  a  jury.    And 
what  does  the  bill,  now  before  the  House,  propose 
to  do  in  favor  of  those  favored  individuals  ?    To 
superadd  costs  to  that  treble  verdict.    He  would 
ask,  whether  such  a  measure  is  rieht ;  whether  it 
is  politic ;  whether  it  is  just  ?  He  thought  it  would 
be  neither.   He  thought  it  far  better  to  let  the  law 
remain  as  it  now  stands.    What  had  been  the 
bistory  of  this  country  on  the  subject  of  patent 
rights?    It  was  known  to  all,  that  the  privilege 
granted  by  the  patent  law,  had  been  extensively 
iiffased  through   the  Union.     The  number  of 
Dateots  actually  issued  was  very  great;  the  num- 
ber pretended  to  be  enjoyed  was  greater  still, 
mpositions  were  multiplied.    In  some  districts 
f  the  Union  very  large  amounts  of  money  had 
«en  collected  from  such  as  were  afraid  of  the 
xpense  of  a  law  snit,  by  persons  claiming  to  have 
patent  for  the  use  or  manufacture  of  certain 
rticies;  and,   after  ihej  had  gone  through  a 
'bole  region,  thus  practising  on  the  fears  or  igno- 
mce  of  the  inhabitants,  it  turned  out,  when  at 
ai  some  one  had  hardihood  enough  to  contest 
leir  claim,  that  they  had  no  right  at  all.    This 
as  especially  the  case  in  those  States  which  were 
'  eitenstve  size,  and  the  distance  from  the  cir- 
tit  court  oecasioned  formidable  expense  in  resort- 
g  to  trial.     The  claimant  brings  a  patent  in  his 
lod,  and  thus  has  pHma  fwsU  evidence  of  the 
lidity  of  his  right ;  he  asks,  perhaps,  but  eight 
ten  dollars  for  the  article;  who  would  not 
^tr  pay  that  sum  than  run  the  risk  of  travelling 
e  or  two  hundred  miles,  to  the  circuit  court, 
^ing  witnesses  with  him,  at  the  risk,  if  he  fails, 
having  treble  damages  to  pay,  and,  if  this  bill 
sses,  costs  to  boot  1    He  could  scarce  conceive 
a  measure  better  calculated  to  enable  designing 
n  to  roam  at  large  and  prey  upon  the  commu- 
7.    He  thought,  for  his  part,  tnat  the  law  was 
eady  hard  enough.    It  gave  already  enormous 
vantages  to  the  mtentee  over  his  opponent; 
t,  if  costs  were  cPbe  superadded,  it  destroyed 
prospect  of  successful  contest.    Costs,  it  must 
remembered,  are,  in  their  nature,  very  indeter- 
tate ;  their  amount  might  increase  to  such  a 
1  as  would   ruin  a  man.    To  be  sure,  the 
hodmen t  now  reported  makes  the  bill  better, 
far  as  it  goes ;  but,  even  under  the  bill,  as 


amended,  if  a  patentee  does  but  obtain  a  verdict 
for  thirty-four  dollars,  he  gets  his  costs  also  allow- 
ed him,  because  treble  the  verdict  runs  over  one 
hundred  dollars,  and  brings  him  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill.  Is  it  not  proper,  asked  Mr.  B., 
that  the  pretended  patentee  shall  first  be  made  to 
establish  his  right  before  his  opponent  is  threat- 
ened with  treble  damages  and  costs  ?  He  thought 
the  law  should  at  least  be  leA  unaltered  ;  for  him- 
self, he  felt  more  disposed  to  curtail  than  to  ex* 
tend  it 

Mr.  Li VBRMOBB  said,  that,  at  first,  he  had  viewed 
the  object  and  provisions  of  the  present  bill  as 
proper  and  expedient ;  but,  on  further  reflection, 
ne  had  seen  reason  to  alter  that  opinion.  He 
thought,  however,  that  the  fault  of  the  system 
did  not  lie  so  much  in  that  feature  of  it  which 
allowed  costs  where  damages  over  one  hundred 
dollars  were  obtained,  but  in  that  which  pre- 
viously allowed  the  verdict  of  the  lury  to  be  tre- 
ble. Why  should  not  suitors  under  the  patent 
law  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  with  other 
suitors  ?  The  alteration  he  wished  to  prevail  was 
to  repeal  the  treble  damages  and  allow  costs  ia 
all  cases.  But  if  it  should  be  deemed  proper  to 
alter  that  provision,  then  he  thought  that  costs 
should  be  given,  rather  where  the  amount  was 
under  one  hundred  dollars  than  over  that  sum. 
If  a  verdict  was  obtained  for  ten  dollars  and  tre- 
bles the  additional  twentv  dollars  was  not  likely 
to  be  enough  to  cover  tne  costs.  He  wished  to 
see  the  whole  system  placed  under  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  to  be  remodelled ;  he  would  also 
give  the  State  courts  concurrent  jurisdiction  with 
Uiose  of  the  United  States,  in  cases  under  the 
patent  law. 

Mr.  WaBSTBH,  in  reply  to  Mr.  BaoHANAii ,  said, 
that  he  felt  no  particular  anxiety  on  the  subject  of 
this  bill ;  but,  having  charge  of  the  bill,  it  seemed 
proper  of  him  to  say  something  in  its  defence. 
The  House  would  recollect,  he  said,  that  this 
whole  case  of  patents  is  taken,  b^  the  Law,  out  of 
the  bands  of  the  State  courts,  the  jurisdiction  over 
it  being  exclusively  reserved  to  the  courts  of  the 
United  Suites.  The  power  of  legislating  on  this 
subject  is  taken  from  the  States  by  the  Uonstitu- 
tion  of  the  United  States.  And,  at  this  time  of 
day,  and  before  this  Assembly,  Mr.  W.  said  he 
need  not  argue  that  the  right  of  the  inventor  is  a 
high  property ;  it  is  the  fruit  of  his  mind — it  be- 
longs to  nim  more  than  any  other  property — he 
does  not  inherit  it — ^he  takes  it  by  no  man's  gif^- 
it  peculiarly  belongs  to  him,  and  he  ought  to  be 
protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  it.  Precisely  as 
the  arts  advance,  Mr.  W.  went  on  to  say,  does 
property  of  this  d&«cription  become  valuable; 
where  the  nicest  machinery  is  in  operation,  it  is 
there  that  the  improvemenU  of  inventors  are  in 
the  hiffhest  estimation — and  with  regard  to  those 
branches  of  industry  which  have  been  most  suc- 
cessful in  this  country,  they  are  more  indebted  to 
the  ingenuity  of  inventors— to  the  power  of  mind 
in  the  improvement  of  machinery,  than  to  another 
species  ol  aid  which  they  have  received  from  time 
to  time.  It  is  to  encourage  these  inventions  that 
our  patent  laws  are  designed.    Is  it  any  answer 
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to  this  argument  in  their  favor,  that  impositions 
are  sometimes  practised  under  coyer  of  these  laws  1 
Is  it  not  so  with  every  thine  else  ?    With  regard 
to  land,  for  example — are  there  not  many  persons 
pretending  to  have  titles  to  land  who  really  have 
no  title  1    Are  there  not  as  many  speculations  in 
landed  property  as  in  the  property  or  mind  ?  And 
shall  a  man  not  recover  his  right  to  land  because 
the  world  is  full  of  pretensions  of  right  to  land 
where  no  right  exists  ?    Surely  not.    It  was  said 
by  an  honorable  member  from  the  West  the  other 
day,  that  the  people  in  bis  part  of  the  country  did 
not  know  that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  a  patent 
office  in  the  country,  or  such  a  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution as  that  which  relates  to  patent  rights. 
Mr.  W.  said,  he  did  not  know  that  on  this  account 
the  House  should  accommodate  its  legislation  pre- 
cisely to  that  state  of  information.     The  error 
was  not  in  the  Constitution  or  the  patent  laws, 
but  in  the  want  of  knowledge  amonff  the  people, 
and  could  only  be  corrected  by  its  diffusion.    In 
restricting  the  patentee  to  the  recovery  of  mere 
judicial  damages,  Mr.  W.  continued,  justice  was 
not  done  to  him.    He  cannot  sue  for  all  his  right 
at  once,  because  the  violations  by  which  he  is  de- 
prived of  it  are  numerous.    Suppose  you  were  to 
compel  a  man,  in  suing  for  land,  to  sue  for  it  acre 
by  acre — ^he  might  get  his  land,  indeed,  but  he 
would  be  ruined  by  the  process  of  recovery.    It 
was  because  the  particular  injury  in  the  case  of 
the  violation  of  a  patent  right  was  small,  and  the 
expense  of  redressmg  it  great,  that  the  provision 
of  this  bill  appeared  to  be  expedient.    A  redress 
of  the  actual  mjury  was  not  sufficient  in  this  class 
of  cases — ^if  the  penalty  for  the  violation  was  not 
sufficient  to  act  in  ierrorefn,  it  was  nothing.    Do 
not  all  penal  statutes,  Mr.  W.  asked,  go  on  the 
l^round,  that  damages  are  not  only  to  be  given  to 
mdemnify  a  sufferer  in  a  particular  case,  but  to 
such  an  amount  as  to  deter  others  from  doing  the 
like?     The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  besides,  went  too  far.    If  the  dam- 
ages are  awarded  at  five  hundred  dollars,  as  the 
law  now  stands,  costs  are  allowed  ;  whilst,  if  the 
damages  be  but  ten  dollars,  they  are  not  allowed. 
What  justice  was  there  in  this  ?    Where  an  ac- 
tion is  brought  to  recover  damages  for  the  use  of 
an  invention  or  improvement  in  machinery,  the 
common  rule  is,  to  settle  the  amount  of  damages 
at  the  sale  price  of  the  article ;  and  one  of  the  in- 
jurious consequences  to  defendants  themselves, 
from  the  present  state  of  the  law,  is,  that  the  juries 
give  as  much  damages  as  will  carry  the  costs. 
H€  could  assure  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
whatever  might  be  said  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  there  was  no  right  which  an  independent 
jury  of  the  part  of  the  country  in  which  he  resid- 
ed would  protect  with  more  certainty  or  vigilance, 
than  the  patent  right.    In  a  clear  case,  where  the 
intention  to  deprive  the  inventor  of  the  benefit  of 
his  patent  was  obvious,  the  jury  would,  in  almost 
any  case,  give  damages  to  the  full  amount  of  five 
hundred  dollars.    This  bill,  therefore,  would,  in 
this  respect,  be  beneficial  to  the  defendants  them- 
selves.   On  the  part  of  patentees,  there  were  so 
many  things  to  be  proved — for  instance,  that  the 


inventipn  is  new,  that  it  is  useful,  that  the  specifi- 
cation is  accurate,  &c. — so  much  nicety  was  re* 
quired^  as  to  throw  sufficient  obstacles  in  his  way. 
The  right  of  the  patentee,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  one 
which  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  bad 
authorized  and  enjoined  upon  Congress  to  pro- 
tect ;  the  party  injured  has  no  security  or  resort 
elsewhere,  but  to  the  courts  of  the  United  Slates } 
and  if  it  was  reasonable  that  in  such  case  he 
should  be  entitled  to  recover  costs  where  the  dam> 
ages  amount  to  one  hundred  dollars,  then  this  bill 
ought  to  pass;  if  not,  it  ought  not  to  pass. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  in  reply,  observed,  that  no  one 
could  be  more  disposed  to  protect  the  just  rights 
of  patentees  than  ne  was;  nor  could  any  persQn 
concur  more  heartily  than  he  did  in  the  senti- 
ments of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa* 
chusetts  respecting  the  property  which  an  inven- 
tor has  in  that  which  is  the  product  of  his  own 
ffenius;  vet,  he  held  it  to  be  a  principle  in  legis- 
lation, while  guarding  the  rights  of  one  individaai, 
not  to  forget  or  to  impair  those  of  the  rest  of  the 
community.  A  wise  legislator  was  bound  to  give 
equal  protection  to  the  riffhts  of  ail.  Ever  since 
the  passage  of  the  patent  law  under  the  Constitii- 
tion,  the  courts  had  been  open  to  patentees,  and 
the  burden  of  proof  had  always  been  cast  on  the 
violator  of  his  patent.  He  must  prove  that  his 
act  was  no  violation  of  the  patent,  or  that  the 
patent  was  in  itself  invalid.  This  operated,  at 
least  in  that  part  of  the  Union  which  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  as  a  great  hardship;  yet  it  had 
been  cheerriilly  submitted  to,  and  tne  mere  pro- 
duction of  the  patent  was  allowed  to  be  presump- 
tive evidence  in  favor  of  the  patentee.  But  the 
law  went  farther ;  it  not  only  threw  the  burden 
of  proof  on  the  alleged  violator,  but  it  tripled  all 
damages  against  him.  And  now  it  was  proposed 
to  go  farther  still,  and  to  allow  all  costs  in  the 
bargain,  wherever  these  damages  should,  when 
tripled,  amount  to  9100.  Had  he  rightly  heard 
and  understood  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts 1  Did  he  say  that,  in  that  part  of  the  Union, 
a  jury  would  always  give  a  verdict  of  $500?  If 
such  were  the  fact,  he  did  not  wonder  that  the 
voice  of  the  community  was  never  heard  against 
the  provisions  of  the  law.  Who  would  not  rather 
pay  $10  than  run  the  risk  of  a  verdict  of  ^00, 
to  be  tripled,  with  costs  1  No  wonder  there  was 
a  deep  silence.  The  act,  as  amended  by  this  bill, 
placed  the  community  at  the  mercy  of  patentees. 
To  oblige  a  man  to  go  two  or  three  hundred  miles 
to  court,  then  oblige  him  to  prove  the  patent  false, 
and,  if  he  fails,  to  make  him  pay  triple  damages, 
and  costs  of  suit,  is  to  place  an  array  of  obstacles 
in  the  way  that  must,  in  most  cases,  efi^toally 
prevent  the  validity  of  patents  firom  being  ever 
contested.  Such  ought  not  to  be  the  .practical 
operation  of  law  on  this  su^ct.  If  the  law  is 
left  as  it  now  stands,  will  th^atentee  suffer  any 
injury?  None  at  all.  Suppose  his  patent  is  a 
good  and  valid  one,  and  suppose  he  has  to  sue  in 
order  to  establish  that  fact,  will  not  such  a  suit 
be,  in  effect,  a  benefit  f  Can  he  not  thenceforth, 
exhibit  with  his  patent  the  verdict  that  has  con- 
firmed it  ?    But,  if  this  bill  becomes  a  law,  it  will 
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go  forth  throaghout  the  coantry  to  let  loose  un- 
principled pretenders  to  prowl  upon  the  comma- 
fiity.  He  was  very  sorry  it  had  been  his  lot  to 
differ  in  opinion  from  the  honorable  member  from 
Massacbasetts,  for  whose  opinions  no  man  cher- 
ished a  more  profound  respect ;  but  he  had  been 
reluctantly  urged  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  oppose  a 
bill  which  he  conceived  to  be  fraught  with  injury. 
Mr.  Clarke,  of  New  York,  then  moved 

^  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instrac- 
tions  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  ao 
much  of  the  law  upon  the  inbject  of  the  violation  of 
patenta,  ta  pro^idea  for  the  recovery  of  triple  damagea 
u  foits  brought  by  patenteea  for  auch  violation,  and 
ihat  where  jadgmeat  ahall  paaa  for  defendant,  or  the 
plaintiff  become  nan-anit,  or  auffer  diecoBtinnance,  the 
defendant  ahall  recover  double  coata." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  recom- 
mitted accordingly. 

ROAD  FROM   MEMPHIS  TO  LITTLE  ROCK. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  surveying  and 
making  a  road  from  Memphis,  in  Tennessee,  to 
Little  Rock,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas^  was 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Basbett  rose  and  said,  that,  as  several  bills 
on  this  subject  were  before  the  House,  he  wished 
that  opportunity  misht  be  afforded,  to  those  wlio 
have  Constitotionar  objections  to  acting  on  the 
nihject  at  all,  to  discuss  the  ffeneral  principle  be- 
fore ffoing  into  the  details.  This  was  more  widely 
InTolved  in  the  general  bill  which  had  been  re- 
ported for  estimates  and  surveys,  dbc;  and,  in 
)rder  to  await  a  decision  on  that  bill,  he  moved 
to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table,  with  an  intention  that 
it  should  not  be  called  up  until  after  the  general 
)ill  should  be  acted  upon. 

This  motion  was  negatived — ayes  76. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  inquired  whe- 
her  any  part  of  this  road  was  to  pass  through  the 
^tate  of  Tennessee,  or  whether  the  whole  of  it 
If  exclusively  in  Arkansas?  His  vote  would 
Qtirely  depend. upon  the  answer  to  this  question. 
After  it  was  answered,  that  no  part  of  this  road 
rould  pass  through  the  State  ot  Tennessee,  Mr. 
^said  he  had  then  no  .objection  to  the  bill.] 

Mr.  Allbn,  of  Tennessee,  advocated  the  bill, 
s  it  would  be  a  saving  of  more  than  four  or  five 
undred  miles  to  emigrants,  in  reaching  the  lands 
f  that  Territory,  and  thus  facilitate  greatly  the 
Htlement  of  the  public  lands.  It  was  no  new 
recedent,  bat  l^ad  frequently  been  done  for  Ter- 
itories  less  insulated  than  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Con  WAT  stated  the  facts  of  the  case.  Mem- 
bis  is  situated  on  the  East  bank  of  Mississippi 
ver,  in  the  Southwest  corner  of  the  State  of 
'eonessee,  at  the  point  on  the  river  commonly  de- 
ominated  the  Lower  Chickasaw  Blufis.  No  part 
r  the  road,  therefore,  could  go  through  Tennessee 
nless  it  was  made  purposely  retrograde  to  effect 
lat  object.  To  show  that  the  present  was  no 
ovel  application  to  Congress,  Mr.  C.  referred  to 
series  of  acts  making  appropriations  for  similar 
bjecu.  In  1806,  $6,400  was  granted  for  a  road 
om  the  frontier  of  Georgia  toward  New  Orleans, 


in  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude;  $6,000  was 
g^nted  the  same  year  for  a  road  from  the  Missis- 
sippi to  the  Ohio ;  $6^000  for  another  road  from 
Nashville  to  Natchez. 

In  1811,  96,000  was  appropriated  for  two  roads 
to  the  south  of  Lake  Erie.  In  1816.  $8,000  was 
ffiven  for  a  road  from  Shawnee  Town,  on  the 
Ohio,  to  Kaskaskia. 

$10,000  had  been  granted,  in  1816,  to  open  a 
road  from  Fort  Hawkins,  in  Georgia,  to  Fort 
Stoddart,  in  Alabama,  and  another  from  Colum- 
bia, Tennessee,  to  Madisonville,  in  Louisiana. 

He  enumerated  also  several  grants  of  $4,000 
and  $5,000,  for  the  repair  of  roads  in  several  parts 
of  the  irontier.  He  was  far  from  complaining  of 
this  liberality  to  others — all  he  asked  was  a  proper 
participation  by  the  Territory  he  represented. 
That  Territory  was  insulated  in  its  situation; 
with  a  population  of  but  50,000  white  inhabitants, 
it  contained  from  40,000  to  50,000  Indians.  From 
various  indications  of  uneasiness  among  the  lat- 
ter, there  was  a  general  anticipation  of  another 
Indian  war,  twelve  or  eighteen  months  hence, 
possibly  sooner.  Without  such  a  road,  it  would 
oe  impossible  to  transport  troops  and  munitions 
of  war  into  that  Territory  to  any  effect.  What 
they  asked  for  was  a  military  and  post  road. 
The  United  States  owned  within  that  Territory 
more  than  fifteen  millions  of  acres  of  land,  whidn 
could  not  come  to  a  market  for  want  of  a  road  to 

get  to  it.  He  had.  besides,  been  informed,  both 
y  the  Secretary  or  War  and  Quartermaster  Gen- 
eral, that  the  delay  of  mails  to  and  from  the  Ter- 
ritory was  so  great  that  no  returns  had  been  re- 
ceived in  proper  time,  if  at  all ;  the  proposed  road 
would  remove  this  evil,  and  facilitate  the  com- 
munication with  Government. 

Mr.  IsACKs.  of  Tennessee,  advocated  the  bill  at 
considerable  length,  dwelling  on  the  facilities  it 
would  furnish  to  emigration,  and  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Territory — on  the  importance  of  the 
Territory,  as  a  part  of  our  frontier  toward  Texas, 
and  the  policy  of  obtaining  for  it  a  substantial 
and  speedy  population. 

Mr.  CoNWAT,  perceiving  that  some  members 
seemed  to  feel  hesitation  respecting  the  bill,  as 
proposing  a  road  which  be^n  its  course  in  Ten- 
nessee, moved  to  recommit  it,  with  instructions 
so  to  amend  the  bill,  as  to  provide  for  the  road's 
commencing  within  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  at 
a  point  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  oppo- 
site to  Memphis. 

Mr.  Trimble  thought  that  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  this,  if  a  better  road,  and  cheaper,  might 
be  obtained  by  passing  for  a  few  miles  within  the 
State  of  Tennessee.  While  up,  he  would  re- 
mark, that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Arkansas  came  within  our  jurisdiction 
solely  by  the  treaty  which  ceded  Louisiana  to  the 
United  States ;  these  had  certainly  a  strong  claim 
on  us  for  protection.  They  were  exposed  to  pe- 
culiar danger  from  the  great  accumulation  of  In- 
dians within  that  Territory  since  it  became  Uni- 
ted States  property,  whicn  was  produced  by  the 
wise  policy  pursued  by  our  Government  in  other 
parts  of  the  frontier  in  separating  the  tribes  fkom 
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each  other.  In  Arkansas  they  were  now  in  a 
measure  concentrated,  and  being  withal  much  dis- 
satisfied, there  was  some  prospect  of  war.  5,000 
Cherokees  are  to  be  added  to  their  numbers  in  the 
Spring.  Should  a  war  break  out,  the  necessity 
for  the  road  was  manifest.  Mr.  T.  was  decidedly 
friendly  to  the  bill. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place,  when 
the  bill  was  recommitted. 


TuEflDAY,  Janaary  6. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  received  yesterday,  was  read  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  Repreaentativei  of  ike  United  State$ : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Represeniatives,  of  the  18th  of  December  last,  re- 
questing copies  of  contracts  for  cannon,  cannon  shot, 
muskets,  and  other  small  arms,  which  have  been  en- 
tered into  since  the  let  of  January,  18S0,  and  for  other 
detailed  information  therein  specified,  I  herewith  trans- 
mit a  report,  with  accompanying  documents,  from  the 
Department  of  War. 

JAMES  MOrfROE. 

Wasbihgtov,  January  S,  18S4. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  has  been  referred  sundry  me- 
morials upon  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  alter 
the  judicial  districts  of  Pennsylvania,  and  for 
other  purposes  i  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  CoU- 
yer  and  others ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  wnich  was  recommitted  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  surveying  and  makiog  a  road  from 
Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  Little 
Rock,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendment,  which  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Merger,  from  the  committee  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  proposed  canal  to  unite  the  waters  of 
the  Chesapeake  bay  with  those  of  the  river  Ohio, 
to  which  was  referred  the  letter  of  William  H. 
Jones,  accompanied  by  a  copv  of  Shriver's  map 
of  the  country  through  which  the  said  canal  is 
proposed  to  pass,  reported  the  following  resolu* 

tion: 

Rewived,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentativea  be  directed  to  protide  such  charts,  maps, 
and  oUier  furniture,  for  the  several  committees  of  the 
House,  under  the  instruction  of  the  Speaker,  as  may 
be,  in  his  judgment,  calculated  to  facilitate  the  per- 
formance of  their  respective  duties. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Barbour,  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  changing 
by  law  the  route  of  the  main  western  mail  from 
Staunton,  in  Virginia,  to  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton ;  and  that  the  said  committee  inquire  if  it  be 


not  practicable  to  conduct  the  said  mail  by  a  shorter 
and  better  route  than  that  which  is  now  pursued. 
Mr.  Brent  moved  that  the  Hoose  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution : 

Re$ohed,  That  the  report  of  the  land  oammiMoii- 
ers  in  Louisiana,  together  with  ail  the  evidence,  pa- 
pers, and  documents,  on  file  in  this  House,  rritttive  to 
the  claim  of  the  representatives  of  the  Marquis  4e 
Malson  Rouge  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Onachila,  in  Loui- 
siana, containing  thirty  square  leagues,  or  upwards, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 
with  instructions  to  report  thereon,  with  a  view  to  tbs 
final  disposal  of  the  same. 

The  resolution,  aft^  some  debate,  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  CommiUee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inqaife  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  terms 
of  the  district  court  of  Illinois. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sloane,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  Parmenio  Adams,  who  contests 
the  election  of  Isaac  Wilson,-  returned  a  member 
of  this  House,  be  permitted  to  appear  within  the 
bar,  and  be  heard  in  support  of  ius  petition,  dur- 
ing  the  discussion  of  the  report  of  the  Contmitiee 
of  Elections  on  said  petition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affisiirs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  an  act^  entitled  "An  act 
making  provision  for  the  civilization  of  the  In- 
dian tribes  adjoining  the  frontier  settlements,'' 
passed  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1819. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prince,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instnicted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  gVanting  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  one  quarter  section  of  land  in  the  eounty 
of  Parke«  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  upon  which  to 
locate  the  seat  of  justice  for  said  county :  provid- 
ed, the  same  shall  be  selected  preTions  to  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  said  county  being  offered  for  sale. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
which  was  the  unnnished  business  of  yesterday, 
and,  after  some  observations  of  Mr.  Cambrblbii6, 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Penelope  Denny,  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

'  MEMORIAL  OF  D.  W.  COXE. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Land  Claims,  stated  he  was  instructed  br 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Clainas,  to  ask 
that  they  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  memorial  of  Daniel  W.  Coxe, 
for  a  confirmation  of  a  grant  of  land  to  the 
Marquis  deMaison  Rouge,  and  the  accompanying 
documents.  As  a  reason  for  making  this  request, 
he  said,  several  members,  of  whom  he  was  one, 
had  received  several  letters  from  Mr.  Coxe,  ioii- 
mating  he  had  not  requested  any  person  to  bring 
his  claim  before  Congress  at  this  session ;  that  ke 
had  withdrawn  his  vouchers;  had  sought  redress 
in  the  courts  of  Louisiana,  and  that  he  did  net 
wish  any  step  to  be  taken  by  Congress  in  relation 
to  bis  claim. 

Mr.  C.  said  among  the  cases  referred  to  the 
committee,  there  was  a  memorial  of  Mr.  Coxe, 
dated  in  1820;  that  there  was  on  &ie  no  proof  to 
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support  his  claiia,  bat  much  intended  to  invali- 
date it.  He  hoped  the  committee  would  be  dis- 
charged. 

Mr.  Brent  opposed  this  request,  and  contended 
that,  as  to  this  claim,  it  was  the  duty  of  this  House 
to  decide  upon  its  yalidity.  It  haa  been  reported 
on  four  years  ago,  and  the  final  decision  bad  been 
delated  by  Mr.  Coxe  all  that  time ;  the  result  of 
which  was,  that  the  lands  were  held  back  from 
market,  to  the  great  injury  both  of  Louisiana  and 
fbe  United  States.    He  now  withdraws  hi8j)a- 

Srs ;  bat  this  should  not  prevent  an  investigation, 
id  he  believe  there  was  a  shadow  of  equity  in 
the  claim,  Mr.  B.  would  act  otherwise ;  but  know- 
ing, as  he  did,  that  the  claim  was  illegal,  and  be- 
h'eriog  it  to  be  a  most  iniquitous  one,  he  wished 
that  a  decision  of  the  committee  might  be  had,  to 
pot  an  end  to  it.  He  admitted,  as  a  general  posi- 
tion, that  every  petitioner  has  a  right  to  withdraw 
bis  petition;  bat  there  were  exceptions  to  the 
role. 

Mr.  J.  T.  JoBNsoN,  of  Kentucky,  nmd  the 
propriety  of  discharging  the  committee  from  the 
consideration  of  this  claim,  Mr.  Coxe  having  re- 
sorted to  the  courts  of  law  for  a  decision  of  it,  and 
withdrawn  it  from  this  House,  dbc. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  committee  was 
discharged,  and  the  memorial  was  laid  on  the 
Uble. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr,  Sloan E  moved  to  postpone  all  the  orders 
of  the  day  previous  to  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  on  the  claim  of  Parmenio  Ad- 
ams to  the  seat,  in  this  House,  of  Isaac  Wilson. 
Agreed  to ;  and  the  House  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  that  report. 

[  The  facts  of  this  contested  election,  condensed 
from  a  pretty  long  report  of  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tiooB,  tre  ai*  follows :  la  the  county  of  GeneseOi  ibrm- 
mg  the  29th  Congressional  district  of  the  SUte  of 
N^ew  York,  Isaac  Wilson  and  Parmenio  Adams  were 
opposing  candidates  for  Congress.  The  former  was 
etorned  as  having  received  2,093  votes,  whilst  Par- 
nenio  Adams  had  2,077  votes.  The  petitioner,  Mr. 
KdutkBf  claims  the  seat  to  which  Mr.  Wilson  was  re- 
orned,  on  the  ground  that,  in  the  town  of  China,  67 
rotes  were  returned  for  the  silting  member,  whereas 
be  tme  number  given  in  for  him  was  45  votes.  The 
ittiag  member  as  a  set-off  for  this  error  (which  is  fully 
sade  oat)  ofiers  proof  of  12  votes  which  either  the 
etiuoner  received  more  than  he  wss  entitled  to,  or 
be  returned  member  was  not  allowed  credit  for  on  his 
ide.  Tb^i  Committee  of  Elections  report  that  five 
otes  shoold  be  deducted  for  error  from  the  number  of 
otes  returned  for  the  petitioner  from  the  town  of  At- 
ea.  This  deduction,  howcTer,  still  leates  him  a  ma- 
•lity,  after  the  error  on  the  opposite  side  is  deducted, 
"*  one  rote  ovet  the  sitting  member.  The  committee 
lerefore  recommend  to  the  House,  to  reject  Isaac 
hlsoD,  and  admit  Parmenio  Adams  to  a  seat  in  the 
ouse  as  the  Representative  from  the  29th  district  be* 
re  mentioned.^ 

The  report  of  the  committee,  tog^ether  with  the 
bole  of  the  testimony,  was  read,  and  the  ques- 
m  being  on  concurring  with  the  first  resolution 


of  the  committee,  viz :   "  That  Isaac  Wilson  is 
not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House  " — 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Kentucky,  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  that  neither  P.  Adams  nor  Isaac 
Wilson  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House.  [  On 
this  and  the  subsequent  questions  on  the  same 

feneral  subject  a  debate  arose,  which  occupied  the 
fouse  during  the  whole  day.  This  amendment 
was  subsequently  withdrawn,  and  the  question 
heing  taken  on  the  first  resolution,  as  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative-^yeas  139. 

The  question  being  on  the  second  resolution, 
viz :  "  That  Parmenio  Adams  is  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  this  House." 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  by  inserting  the  word  "  not." 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  movedy 
that  the  Committee  rise  and  report  progress,  which 
was  lost.    Ayes  68,  noes  100. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment, 
(which  declares  that  Parmenio  Adams  is  not  en- 
titled to  a  seat,)  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
Ayes  70,  noes  101. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  agreeing  to  the 
second  resolution,  as  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  which  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  rose 
and  reported  accordingly. 

In  the  House — ^Mr.  Cocke  mored  to  lay  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  table ; 
and,  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative. 

The  first  resolution  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  miestion  being  on  the  second  resolution, 

Mr.  White  mov»l  to  amend  the  report,  by 
striking  out  all  that  follows  the  word  "  resolved," 
and  suDstituting  the  following : 

'*  That,  in  the  ease  of  the  contested  election  of  Isaac 
Wilson,  by  Parmenio  Adams,  it  is  doabtful,  from  the 
evidence,  who  onght  to  have  been  returned  the  mem- 
ber to  the  present  Congress,  from  the  29th  Congres- 
sional district  in  the  State  of  New  York ;  and,  believing 
that  no  man  ought  to  exercise  the  high  and  honorable 
station  of  Representative  of  the  people,  by  virtae  of  a 
vote  short  of  a  clear  majority  of  those  given  at  the 
poUs ;  and  believing,  also,  that  the  people  of  that  dis- 
trict are  competent,  and  ought,  of  right,  to  judge  of 
and  correct  the  return — 

•^  Therefore,  reaohed.  That  the  teat  of  Isaac  Wilson, 
the  member  returned  from  the  S9th  Congressional  die- 
trict,  is  vacant 

«  Reeolvtd^  That  a  writ  of  election  do  forthwith 
issue  to  supply  the  aforesaid  vacancy,  occasioned  by  the 
improper  return  of  Isaac  Wilson  to  a  seat  in  this 
House." 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  amendment, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Little  then  moved  to  amend  the  second 
resolution,  by  inserting  the  word  "  not."  Before 
the  question  was  taken, 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  postpone  the  decision  till 
to-morrow,  to  allow  time  for  further  reflection ; 
which  was  carried,  ayes  92,  noes  87.  And  the 
House  adjourned. 
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Wednesday,  January  7. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing communications : 

I.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  trans- 
mitting a  list  of  the  names  of  persons  to  whom 
patents  have  been  issued  for  any  new  or  useful 
art,  machine,  manufacture,  or  composition  of  mat- 
ter, or  any  improvement  thereon,  during  the  last 
year  ^  which  letter  and  list  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

II.  A  letter  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury, transmitting  a  statement  of  the  accounts 
which  have  remained  unsettled,  or  on  which  bal- 
-ances  appear  to  have  been  due  more  than  three 
years,  prior  to  the  30th  of  September  last,  on  the 
books  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury; 
which  letter  and  statement  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
<he  table. 

III.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
transmitting  an  abstract  exhibiting  the  expendi- 
tures under  the  head  of  contingent  expenses,  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September  last; 
which  letter  and  abstract  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  unfavorable  reports  on  the  cases 
of  John  Stealy,  Elisha  Wade,  and  John  and 
€leorge  Salad/ ;  which  reports  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  oill  for  the  relief  of  Alvin 
Bronson ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pbilip  P.  Barbour,  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing,  by  law,  for  payment  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Abner  Porter,  deceased,  for  a  quan- 
tity of  corn  furnished  by  said  Porter  to  the  conti- 
nental station  at  the  Albemarle  barracks,  in  Vir- 
ginia, during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  surveying  and  making  a  road  from  a  point 
opposite  the  town  of  Memphis,  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock^  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas/'  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  MooRE,  of  Alabama,  laid  the  following 
resolution  on  the  table,  for  consideration  on  to- 
morrow, viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  amendment  be  made 
to  the  13th  standing  rale  of  this  Hoase  :  line  3,  after 
the  word  "  Department,''  insert  «  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral ;"  and,  in  the  13th  line,  after  the  same  word,  in- 
sert **  or  may  have  held  tile  office  of  District  Attorn ev 
of  the  United  States." 

CONTRACTS  FOR  CANNON,  &c. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  (enclosed  in  the  President's 
Message  of  yesterday,)  respecting  certain  contracts 
for  cannon,  cannon  shot,  and  small  arms,  and  refer 
it  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Lathrop  moved  that  the  report  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 
^  Mr.  Cocke  said  it  had  been  the  universal  prac- 
tice of  the  House,  where  documents  were  obtained 


from  the  Departments  by  special  calls  of  the  Hoose, 
to  allow  the  mover  of  the  call  to  have  the  docu- 
ments submitted  to  a  select  committee.  Tiie  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  were  already  crowded 
with  business,  to  which,  if  they  suitably  aiteoded, 
(and  he  did  not  doubt  they  would  do  so,)  their 
hands  would  be  full.  He  hoped  that  commiuee 
would  make  a  general  and  timeous  report  on  all 
the  matters  before  them,  so  that  the  House  nisht 
have  opportunity  to  consider  it  some  tio^e  before 
the  appropriation  bill  at  the  close  of  the  sessioa 
was  passed.  He  asked  it,  as  a  courtesy,  that  the 
gentleman  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Lathbop  consented  to  withdraw  it  accord- 
ingly, and  the  documents  were  referred,  as  moved 
by  Mr.  Cocke,  to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messn. 
Cocke,  Shtth,  Stebling,  Mabvin,  Buchaiiai, 
Bassett,  and  McLean,  of  Ohio,  were  appointed 
the  said  select  committee. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  took  up  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday,  which  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Little 
to  insert  the  word  "  not"  in  the  second  resolutioa 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Elections,  so  as  to 
make  it  read,  '^  that  Parmenio  Adams  is  ^^not" 
entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House." 

The  debate  on  this  subject  was  contioued  till 
nearly  three  o'clock,  when,  the  question  being 
taken  on  the  amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — ajres  85,  noes  112. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  agreeing  with 
the  report  of  the  committee,  (which  admits  Mr. 
Adams  to  a  seat,)  was  decid^  in  the  affirmatire 
— ^yeas  116,  nays  85,  as  follows: 

X  BAS — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
Mtssachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Baiier, 
Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Barboar,  Bartlett,  Beecb- 
er,  Blair,  Buchanan,  Burleigh,  Cady,  Campbell  of 
South  Carolina,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Castedy, 
Condict,  Cook,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cathbert,  Dorfoe, 
Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsjlvania,  Farrelly, 
Forward,  Frost,  Fuller,  Gamett,  Gatlin,  Hall,  Huh 
ilton,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Henict 
Herkimer,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  Hooki^  Hooston,  log* 
ham,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Jennings,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder, 
Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Linoolo,  Liver- 
more,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McArthur,  MchuBtt 
McKee,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Marklej,  Mtrtin- 
dale,  Marvin,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  PenosjiTeflia, 
Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Marg«Q« 
Neale,  N«wton,  O^Brien,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Rankia,  Reed, 
Reynolds,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Arthur 
Smith,  Standefer,  Sterliog,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart, 
Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Tod,  Tom* 
linson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tyson,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Renaralier,  Via- 
ton,  Warfield,  Webster,  Whipple,  Wbitdesey,  Wil- 
liams of  New  York,  Hemy  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Obio, 
Wood,  and  Woods. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Tirginit,  Al- 
lison, Ball,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Btt^^ 
Bradley,  Dreck,  Brent,  Brown,  Bock,  Backner,  Bar- 
ton,  Cambreleng,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Con- 
ner, CraAa,  Crowninehield,  Day,  DwineJJ,  £slon, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina.  Eliia,  Floyd,  foot  of 
Connecticut,  Fooie  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Gani*»n. 
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Gulty,  6»t,  Govin,  Owrley,  Harrii,  Hayward,  Hogc- 
boom,  Johjuon  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johntoo,  Kant, 
Kremer,  Letcher,  Litchfield,  Little,  McCoy,  McKean, 
McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangam,    Matiack, 
MetCAlfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Patteiaon  of 
PeoMylvania,  Plumer  of  Penneylvania,  Prince,  Ran- 
dolph, Richtrds,  Ross,    Saunders,    Sandford,  Scott, 
Sibley,  Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spaight, 
A.  SteveDson,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Udree,  Van  Wyck,  Wayne,  Whitman,  White,  Wick- 
USst  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Caro* 
lina,  Jsmes  Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  and 
Wright.  • 

And  thereupon,  the  said  Parmenio  Adams  ap- 
peared, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  as  one  of 
the  Representatives  in  this  House  for  the  State  of 
New  York. 

[The  debate  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  contested  election  from  the  29th  District  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  turned  in  efiect  upon  a 
single  point,  viz :  whether  a  printed  ballot,  having 
the  stroke  of  a  pen  drawn  throagh  it,  should  or 
should  not  be  admitted  as  a  valid  vote.  From  the 
returns  of  the  inspectors  of  the  election,  it  was  ad- 
mitted,  on  all  hands,  that  the  two  candidates  came 
within  a  single  voCe  of  having  an  equal  number : 
the  same  returns,  or  rather  the  certificates  accom- 
vanjiog  them,  stated  that  one  of  the  votes  for  Isaac 
WiJion  was  of  the  description  mentioned:  the 
printed  letters  were  distinctly  legible,  but  a  dash 
with  a  pen  was  drawn  across  the  whole  name :  on 
his  account  the  inspectors  rejected  the  vote,  and 
t  was  not  counted.  The  omission  of  this  ballot, 
tfter  the  deduction  on  each  side  for  erroneous  re- 
urns,  gave  Mr.  Adams  a  majoritv  of  one.  The  ad- 
vocates of  Mr.  Wilson  contended  that,  as  the  ballot 
ontained  no  other  name,  and  it  was  not  to  be  pre- 
amed  that  the  elector  would  ffive  in  a  blank  bal- 
)t,  the  mark  with  the  pen  ought  to  be  disregarded, 
nd  the  vote  coonted  as  good :  for  it  was  possible 
le  voter  mi^ht  have  been  an  old  man,  and  did 
9t  see  the  line  across  the  name^r  a  simple  man, 
ho,  intending  to  vote  for  Mr.  Wilson,  had  been 
leated  out  of  his  vote,  by  having  this  obliterated 
illot  put  into  his  hand  by  an  advocate  of  the  op- 
•site  candidate,  dbQ.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
listed  that  the  inspectors  were,  by  the  laws  of 
iw  York,  the  Constitutional  judges  of  the  genu- 
mess  or  fraudulent  character  of  the  ballots ;  that 
ey  had  decided  on  this  ballot  from  ocular  in- 
H^tion,  publicly,  under  oath,  and  with  entire  una- 
nity ;  and  that  it  was  no  uncommon  thing,  in  that 
ace,  to  erase  names  printed  on  election  tickets, 
i  even  to  put  ballots,  entirely  blank,  into  the 
lot  boxes }  instances  of  which  were  quoted  as 
ring  taken  place  in  ballotings  in  the  Legisla- 
e  of  New  x  ork,  and  also  in  Consress.  That 
voter  might  have  been  induced  by  a  fear  of 
mding  Mr.  Wilson,  or  some  friend  of  his.  to  ap- 
T  to  vote  for  him,  while  the  voter  secretly  nul- 
;d  the  vote  by  first  obliterating  the  name.  (The 
lots  are  folded  up,  so  as  that  the  name  is  con- 
led.)  To  an  objection  that  the  voter  must  be 
of  his  senses  to  lose  a  day  in  attending  the 
Is  merely  for  the  sake  of  putting  in  a  blank  bal- 


lot, which  efiiected  nothing  on  either  side,  it  was 
replied  that  many  other  officers  besides  members 
of  Congr^.  were  voted  for  at  the  same  time,  and 
that  he  mignt  have  gone  to  the  polls  to  rote  efiec- 
tually  for  these,  or  some  of  them,  without  wishing 
to  enect  by  his  vote  the  choice  of  Conmssman 
at  all.  The  advocates  of  Mr.  Wilson,  however, 
denied  that  the  instances  of  blank  votes  given  in 
the  State  Legislature,  or  in  Congress,  formed  a 
case  in  point ;  because,  there,  the  election  turning 
on  a  majority  of  the  wnoie  number  of  votes  given, 
blank  votes  were  counted,  and  therefore  did,  ulti- 
mately and  indirectly,  affect  the  election ;  but  in 
public  elections  at  the  polls,  the  greater  number  of 
votes  alone  was  considered,  and  a  blank  ballot,  not 
being  counted,  effected  absolutely  nothing.  They 
rejected,  as  derogatory  to  the  character  of  an 
American  freeman,  the  idea  that  he  could  be  intim- 
idated into  acting  the  farce  of  depositing  a  blank 
ballot ;  but  were  answered  by  the  fact  that,  in  that 
part  of  the  State  of  New  York,  great  influence  is 
exerted  over  voters  by  the  agents  of  great  land 
companies,  to  whom  voters  are  indebted  on  ac- 
count of  their  farms ;  one  of  these  companies,  (the 
Holland  Land  Company,)  owns  a  tract  which 
covers  six  entire  counties,  and  its  agent  exercises 
a  well  known  and  powertul  influence  in  political 
matters,  dkc. 

The  propriety  of  rejecting  the  erased  or  crossed 
ballot,  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Stosrb,  Mr.  Mar- 
TiN UALE,  Mr.  Baylies,  Mr.  Fabrblly,  Mr.  Mal« 
LARY,  and  Mr.  Sloanb  ;  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Ten 
Eyck,  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Ellis, 
Mr.  Wriort,  and  Mr.  Little. 

Those  who  supported  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Littlb,  which  went  also  to  exclude  Mr.  Adams 
from  a  seat  in  the  House,  were,  Mr.  Gazlay,  Mr. 
Little,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Camberleno,  Mr.  Man- 
QiJM,  and  Mr.  Hooeboom.  Those  who  opposed  it 
wer&,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  McDuFFiE^r.  Mallary, 
Mr.  Storrs,  and  Mr.  Sloans.  The  debate  cov- 
ered the  same  ground  as  that  of  yesterday.] 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Storrs,  of  New  York : 

Mr.  Stores  said  that,  as  the  House  acted  on 
the  subject  before  them  rather  in  a  judicial  than 
legislative  capacity,  he  begged  leave  to  offer  those 
considerations  which  had  Ted  him  to  concur  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Elections.  The  only 
anxiety  of  the  House  must  be  to  do  justice  to  the 
parties  before  them  on  a  matter  of  private  right, 
for  so  he  considered  its  true  nature  to  be ;  and  the 
Constitution  had  invested  the  House  with  the  of- 
fice of  judges  on  the  question.  He  considered 
himself  as  acting  under  the  solemn  sanctions  of 
that  character,  and  bound  by  the  same  integrity 
which  should  operate  on  a  Judicial  tribunal  in  the 
ordinary  administration  of  justice. 

The  questions,  said  Mr.  S.,  for  the  decision  of 
the  House,  were  reduced  to  one  or  two  proposi- 
tions, capable  of  being  easily  understood,  but  they 
involved  considerations  extremely  interesting  to 
the  State  which  he  had  the  honor,  with  others,  to 
represent,  and  deeply  affecting  the  preservation  of 
the  purity  and  character  of  her  electoral  system. 
It  appears  that  the  majority  returned  for  the  ait- 
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ting  member  (Mr.  Wilson)  was  16;  bat  that, 
after  allowing  to  the  petitioner  (Mr.  Adams)  22 
votes,  lost  in  the  returns  by  a  clerical  error,  and 
to  the  sitting  member  5  votes,  to  which  be  also  is 
entitled  for  the  same  reason,  the  petitioner  has  a 
majority  of  ont  voU^  unless  the  House  should  fur- 
ther allow,  to  the  sitting  member,  as  single,  three 
douUe  votes  rejected  by  the  inspectors  as  fraudu- 
lent, which  would  give  to  him  a  majority  of  two. 
If,  however,  the  double  votes  are  rejected,  then 
the  sitting  member  still  claims  that  he  should  be 
allowed  an  erased  printed  ballot,  found  in  the  bal- 
lot box,  in  the  town  of  Middlebury ;  which  was 
lejected  by  the  inspectors  as  a  blank  ballot.  The 
enect  of  allowing  this  vote  is  to  produce  a  tie^  and 
involves  the  neffative  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections ;  which  declares  that  Mr. 
Adams  U  entitled  to  the  seat.  Mr.  S.  said  that, 
in  his  judgment,  none  of  those  votes  could  be 
justly  claimed  by  the  sittine  member. 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  said 
Mr.  S..  the  States  are  authorized  to  prescribe  the 
time,  places^  and  manner,  of  holding  elections  for 
Representatives  to  Congress.  Of  necessit)r,  they 
had  the  power  of  prescribing  such  regulations  as 
should  enectually  prevent  the  fair  choice  of  the 
majority,  honestly  exercising  their  privileges,  from 
being  defeated  by  the  practices  of  fraudiHent  vo- 
ters. The  mode,  adopted  in  New  York,  of  voting 
■  by  ballot,  might  present  intrinsic  difficulties  to  the 
complete  attainment  of  this  object ;  but.  so  far  as 
it  is  susceptible  of  being  done,  the  Legislature  has 
provided  such  safeguards  as  to  them  seemed  best 
adapted  to  effect  it.  It  is  by  law  imperatively 
made  the  duty  of  inspectors  to  destroy  such  double 
ballots  as,  on  a  comparison  with  the  poll  lists,  and 
.  from  actual  inspection,  clearly  appear  to  be  frau- 
dulent. In  the  cases  now  before  the  House,  it 
was  demonstrated  by  the  doU  lists  that,  cotmting 
them  as  folded  ballots,  the  excess  of  votes  was 
precisely  in  each  case  equal  to  the  number  rejected 
as  fraudulent.  The  evidence  shows  that  the  in- 
spectors acted  in  good  faith,  and,  in  his  o]^inion, 
correctly.  In  addition  to  the  demonstration  of 
the  fraud,  by  the  state  of  the  poll  lists,  they  had 
the  actual  inspection  of  the  ballots.  The  foidinff 
of  these  votes  could,  therefore,  not  be  attributed 
reasonably  to  accident.  With  such  evidence  of 
their  character  and  appearance,  it  would  be  little 
short  oi  a  miracle.  There  was  no  evidence  to  im- 
peach the  judgment  of  the  inspectors,  except  what 
was  founded  on  speculation.  It  was,  indeed,  with- 
in the  broad  range  of  bare  possibility,  that  the 
circumstance  may  have  been  accidental ;  but,  as 
the  question  rests  upon,  and  must  be  settled  by, 
evidence,  Mr.  S.  considered  the  proof  of  fraud  as 
clear  and  conclusive.  The  presiding  officers  acted 
under  the  sanction  of  an  oath ;  the  clerks  of  the 
poll  lists  were  also  sworn  to  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  duty,  and  a  high  respect  should  be 
held  for  the  judgment  of  men  thus  dischargin|^  a 
public  duty  where  the  correctness  of  their  decision 
was  unimpeached  by  contrary  evidence,  and  their 
motives  unquestioned  and  unsuspected.  It  was 
altogether  saier  to  trust  the  decision  of  such  a 
-  point  to  the  inspectors,  than  to  draw  it  in  question 


here,  where,  from  the  destruction  of  the  poll  list, 
and  the  Inllots  themselves,  the  House  possessed 
but  scanty  materials  for  decision.  He  knew  well 
that  the  House  had  always  exercised  a  liberal  dis- 
cretion in  correcting  all  errors  in  the  retoros  of 
votes,  so  that  the  negligence  or  irresularities  of 
inspectors  should  not  defeat  the  actual  will  of  the 
majority,  when  fairly  expressed.  He  would  oot 
say,  that,  on  a  question  like  that  now  before  the 
House,  they  were  not  constitutionally  compeieDt 
to  act  and  decide;  but  he  thought  that  a  Tcrj 
clear  and  strong  case  of  error  should  be  made  out 
to  induce  the  House  So  interfere  with  the  judgnuot 
of  the  inspectors.  It  was,  however,  generally  safer 
to  leave  the  question  to  the  tribanalto  which  the 
law  of  the  State  had  confided  its  decision,  reserr- 
ing  to  the  House,  only  in  extreme  and  clear  case, 
a  supervisory  power  over  their  conduct. 

Tne  sitting  member  claims,  in  his  aigameot 
addressed  to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  that,  oa 
principles  of  equity,  these  double  votes  shoold  be 
allowed  as  single.  Mr.  S.  thought  that  these  votes 
could  not  be  counted,  on  any  principles  consisteot 
with  the  purity  and  fairness  of  elections.  The 
first  principle  of  an  elective  sptem  is,  that  the 
will  of  the  majority  should  govern.  The  electa 
who  attempts  this  fraud,  meditates  the  defeat  of 
their  will  and  choice,  and  aims  at  the  subversioa 
of  the  whole  system.  He  deserves  neither  grace, 
favor,  nor  privilege,  at  our  hands.  Instead  of  act- 
ing in  the  exercise  of  his  just  rights,  in  the  elc^ 
tive  franchise,  he  treacherously  uses  it  only  as  the 
means  of  destroying  the  rights  of  the  whole  cofo- 
munity.  He  is  not  justly  said  to  be  in  the  eieh 
cise  of  his  elective  riffht  at  all.  No  elector  caa 
claim  the  exercise  of  this  valuable  Constiiatiooii 
privilege,  but  in  the  manner  prescribed  bf  the 
Constitution  and  laws  for  the  general  security  of 
all.  The  punishment  inflicted  by  the  loss  of  bis 
votes,  operates  on  his  own  part  as  a  voluntaiy  for- 
feiture of  his  right*  He  is  not  disfranchised  bf 
the  law  itself,  ft  is  the  effect  of  his  own  foUf, 
and  a  free  renunciation  of  his  priTile|[e,  if  de 
tected.  Good  order,  public  morals,  Uie  equal 
rights  of  all,  and  the  nature  of  the  privilege  itself, 
necessarily  requires  its  regulation.  He  maf  set 
at  defiance  the  salutary  restinints  of  the  law,  and 
surrender  up,  at  his  own  criminal  option ,  bis  prir- 
ileges  as  a  treeman  in  this  case,  as  he  may  io  maoy 
Others ;  but  the  sacrifice  of  his  rights  is  sponta- 
neous, and  he  is  the  voluntary  victim  of  pooish- 
ment.  The  security  of  the  wnole  requires  that  he 
should  vote  fairly,  or  not  at  all.  To  allow  these 
votes,  when  detected,  as  single,  operates  as  an  eo- 
couragement  to  these  practices.  The  only  risk, 
in  the  complete  success  of  such  an  iniqnitois 
scheme,  would  be  the  bare  chance  of  detectioo, 
and  detection  without  forfeiture.  Mr.  S.  remarked 
that  the  case  now  before  the  House  was  a  most 
remarkable  instance  in  which  the  fraud  had  de- 
feated its  own  purpose.  Had  these  roters  boa- 
estly  exercised  their  elective  right,  the  sittifi| 
member,  who  seems  to  have  been  their  favorite 
candidate,  would  have  had  an  undoubted  majo- 
rity of  two  votes.  The  entire  loss  of  their  TOies 
may  defeat  his  election,  and  the  result  may  for- 
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tanately  operate  as  an  example,  perhaps  of  more 
practical  value  hereafter,  Iq  restraint  of  fraud, 
than  the  imperfect  sanctions  of  law.  Viewing 
the  subject  under  the  influence  of  the  considera- 
tions which  he  had  stated,  Mr.  S.  said  that  he 
felt  bound  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution  de- 
clariog  the  sitting  member  not  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  the  House. 

On  the  question,  whether  the  erased  printed 
ballot  should  be  counted  to  the  sitting  member, 
Mr.  S.  said,  that  one  fact  appeared  from  the  docu- 
ments which  deservedly  had  great  weight  with 
bim.  In  the  town  of  Middlebury,  where  this  vote 
was  given,  the  sitting  member  received  a  large 
majority.  It  was  a  lair  and  just  inference  that 
tbe  inspectors  of  election,  whose  oflSces  are  also 
elective,  were  the  political  friends  of  the  candidate 
bavtog  so  lar^e  a  majority  in  that  town.  The 
rejection  of  this  ballot^  as  a  blank,  may,  therefore, 
be  considered  as  havmg  been  decided  on  under 
cireamstances  peculiarly  calculated  to  prevent  in- 
justice to  the  sitting  member's  claims.  I  am  not, 
said  Mr.  S.,  disposed  even  to  suspect  that  the  de- 
cision of  inspectors,  under  such  circumstances,  has 
been  erroneous.  Had  they  been  friendly  to  his 
competitor,  I  would  more  liberally  and  strictly 
scrutinize  their  judgment.  This  election  seems, 
from  the  result  of  votes,  to  have  been  warmly 
contested  at  the  polls,  and  the  decision  of  the 
board  of  inspectors,  in  the  case  of  this  obliterated 
Mllot,  was  unaoimous.  I  can  assure  the  House 
that,  in  the  elections  of  New  York,  there  is  an 
tboodant  scrutiny  and  watchfulness  over  the  con- 
luct  of  presiding  officers.  It  is  not  a  thing  of 
ttsy  accomplishment  there,  by  a  board  of  inspect- 
>rs,  even  hostile  to  a  candidate,  to  do  him  injust- 
ce,  in  a  canvass  of  votes.  But,  when  his  own 
riends  have  been  his  judges,  we  should  very  cau- 
ioasly  listen  to  suggestions  which  are  calculated 
9  impeach  the  justice  of  their  decision.  The 
a&vass  of  votes  was  open  and  public.  As  in  all 
lections  in  the  State,  curiosity  and  anxiety  at- 
"acted  to  the  canvass,  on  the  opening  of  the  box- 
S  many  of  the  personal  and  political  friends  of 
ti  tbe  candidates;  it  is  singular  that,  of  all  who 
tobably  attended  this  scrutiny,  no  one,  even  of 
li  tbe  electors  present,  has  be^  found  to  give  an 
pinion  that  this  decision  was  erroneous.  The 
irsonal  inspection  of  this  ballot  was  free  to  all, 
id  we  cannot  here  have  the  opportunity  of  its 
lamination  for  ourselves.  The  intention  of  the 
tson  who  gave  it  was  to  be  inferred  most  accu- 
tely,  inde^,  solely,  from  its  appearance,  and 
om  actual  inspection. 

On  the  question  of  fact,  the  proofs  before  us 
lanimously  agree.  The  principal  circumstance 
ged  against  me  conclusion  of  the  inspectors  is. 
at  the  original  print  on  this  ballot  was  still 
^ible.  It  was  a  circumstance  most  easily  to  he 
counted  for*  The  mere  experiment  of  erasing, 
'  a  dash  of  the  pen,  any  impression  of  the  type, 
ill  show  that  the  obliteration  is  not  total.  But 
e  question  presented  for  decision  was,  whether, 
ider  all  the  circumstances  and  the  aspect  of  that 
>te,  it  was  not  manifestly  the  intention  of  the 
Aer  to  treat  it  as  a  blank.    There  is  nothing  im- 


common  or  unaccountable  in  the  fact  that  blank 
votes  are  or  should  be  given.  It  had  repeatedly 
occurred  in  the  State  of  New  York  and  else- 
where, on  various  occasions.  It  might  be  solved 
by  various  considerations.  A  voter  may  believe 
that  he  may  incur  the  resentment  of  a  merciless 
creditor  of  high  party  feelings,  if  he  refuses  to 
promote  his  views,  or  that  he  may  fall  under  the 
displeasure  of  a  powerful  political  man  who  might 
exert  his  influence  to  his  injury.  He  may  hon- 
estly dislike  the  candidate  of  his  own  party,  and 
conscientiously  refuse  to  unite  in  his  election,  and 
feel  and  know  that  he  is  secure  at  the  time  in  re- 
fusing by  a  biank  ballot  to  sacrifice  his  integrity 
and  duty  to  his  country.  He  may  conscientiously 
decline  to  vote  for  his  opponent,  whose  political 
principles  may  be  obnoxious,  and  may  be  unwil- 
ling that  it  should  be  believed  that  he  would,  by 
defining  to  vote  altogether,  violate  that  party  dis- 
cipline which  he  may  honestly  think  necessary  to 
the  preservation  of  principles.  By  what  motives 
the  person  who  ffave  this  vote  may  have  been 
actuated,  it  is  useless  to  inquire  and  unnecessary 
to  determine.  It  is  his  privilege,  if  he  pleases,  to 
exercise  it  in  that  wajr,  that  he  might,  without 
exposure  or  injury  to  himself  or  offence  to  others, 
adopt  this  mode  of  voting — and  virtually  indicate 
his  dislike  of  both  candidates.  He  may  intend  to 
re|»'obate  the  nomination  of  his  own  party — ^per- 
haps to  insult  the  feelings  of  the  candidate.  He 
may  even  adopt  it  from  motives  of  delicacy  to  a 
personal  friend  or  neighbor  who  may  be  tbe  can- 
didate of  his  own  party,  whose  good  will  he  might 
not  wish  to  impair  by  openly  declining  to  vote  at 
all.  These,  and  many  other  solutions  of  his  mo- 
tives, may  be  easily  imagined. 

In  times  of  high  party  excitement,  (and  the 
State  of  New  York  has  suffered  many  violent  po- 
litical convulsions,)  the  ballot  boxes  afford  perfect 
security  from  persecution  and  political  revenge. 
The  debtor  may  escape  the  fangs  of  oppression — 
the  lowest  and  humblest  man  may  fearlessly  exer- 
cise his  elective  right — ^the  tenantry  of  opulent 
landlords,  or  men  of  great  political  power,  may 
freely  and  securely  vote  and  feel  that  they  are 
protected.  In  the  State  of  New  York  this  system 
has  been  deemed  the  wisest  and  best  calculated 
for  preserving  the  unbiassed  expression  of  public 
sentiment.  Mr.  S.  said  that  he  felt  a  deep  inter- 
est in  its  perpetuation,  as  affording  a  shield  and 
protection  against  all  the  exertions  and  strength 
of  undue  influence  from  every  source  of  corruption 
or  oppression.  The  situation  of  that  State  is  in 
some  respects  peculiar.  The  lands  in  that  State 
are,  and  have  been,  held  by  large  proprietors.  In 
some  parts  of  the  State^  townships  and  counties 
have  been  patented  to  individuals  or  companies, 
who  might,  in  party  times,  exercise  a  most  perni- 
cious influence  over  those  dependent  on  them. 
To  guard  against  the  operation  of  such  an  influ- 
ence on  the  electors,  the  right  of  voting  by  ballot 
is  the  best  security.  As  an  example  of  the  situa- 
tion of  a  part  of  the  Western  country,  Mr.  S. 
alluded  to  the  fact  that  several  counties  were 
chiefly  held  by  a  single  association — the  Holland 
Land  Company.    In  each  cotmty  this  company 
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had  a  land  oflSce,  and  the  subordinate  agents  were 
scattered  throughout  the  whole  tract.  The  debt 
due  to  this  company,  from  settlers,  amounted  to 
seyeral  millions.  It  was  probably  in  the  power 
of  the  agents,  should  they  enforce  the  lefi;al  rights 
of  the  proprietors,  on  contracts  forfeited  for  non- 
payment, to  turn  out  of  doors  some  thousands  of 
families.  What,  said  Mr.  S.,  can  so  effectually 
protect  the  fair  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise, 
under  such  circumstances,  but  the  consciousness 
of  the  electors  that,  in  voting  by  ballot  they  ma^r, 
without  danger,  in  the  worst  of  times,  freely  mani- 
fest their  choice  of  representatives  ?  Should  such 
engines  as  the  power  of  these  proprietors,  or  their 
agents,  ever  be  brought  into  activity  under  any 
other  system,  the  free  exercise  of  this  privilege 
must  tie  prostrated.  The  proprietors  of  these 
lands  reside  in  Europe,  and  we  may  learn,  from 
the  melancholy  state  of  another  country  in  this 
respect,  the  lamentable  cause  which  has  ruined 
one  of  the  fairest  countries,  by  reason  of  the  non- 
residence  of  large  landed  proprietors.  If  the  agents 
of  foreign  proprietors  should  exert  the  influence 
which  they  possess  in  the  State  of  New  York,  we 
may  expect  the  same  results  in  a  considerable  de- 
cree. Human  nature,  in  that  State,  is  not  free 
From  the  common  infirmity  of  man. 

Under  the  present  system  of  voting,  the  popu- 
lation of  this,  and  all  other  tracts  held  in  the  same 
way,  is  protected ;  and,  as  an  advocate  of  a  free 
system  of  voting,  and  a  protector  of  the  privileges 
of  the  people  of  the  State.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  felt 
bound  to  preserve,  to  the  fullest  extent,  the  present 
system — a  system  which,  though  in  its  nature 
somewhat  defective  in  other  respects,  yet,  in  this, 
deemed  indispensable,  in  that  State,  to  secure  the 
impartial  and  unbiassed  expression  of  public  opin- 
ion on  public  men  and  measures.  There  was,  in 
that  State,  a  large  landed  estate,  held  by  residents 
in  England.  It  was  well  known  that  charges 
had  been  made,  in  relation  to  the  agency  of  this 
tract,  of  an  undue  influence  in  the  elections.  Mr. 
S.  said,  that  gentlemen  acquainted  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  political  conflicts  of  the  State,  must 
have  heard  of  the  celebrated  Nunda  letter.  Mr. 
S.  said,  that  he  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  this 
matter ;  but  it  showed  the  wisdom  of  the  system 
which  had  been  adopted.  He  trusted  that  the 
House  would  aid  in  protecting  it.  The  advan* 
tages  of  this  system  over  others,  presented  a  ques- 
tion which  that  Sute  bad  rightfully  decided  for 
themselves;  and  having  adopted  it,  as,  on  the 
whole,  best  adopted  to  their  peculiar  situation,  he 
deemed  it  of  vital  importance  to  the  State  to 
secure  it  effectually. 

He  meant  not  that  it  should  be  inferred  that  an 
undue  control  of  elections  by  the  large  landlords 
was  common  in  the  State.  He  should  not  ask 
the  House  to  look  beyond  the  reach  of  his  voice, 
to  know  that  there  was  one  even  here,  who  spurned 
the  undue  influence  of  a  munificent  fortune — 
whose  name  was  warmly  cherished  in  the  love  of 
his  tenantry,  and  who  was  best  known  to  them 
in  the  kindest  dispensations  of  unostentatious  be- 
nevolence. 

New  York,  said  Mr.  S.,  has  been  politically 


afflicted  with  evils,  which  showed  the  wisdom  of 
her  system  of  voting.  It  is  well  known  that  tiie 
power  of  the  old  Council  of  Appointment  had  op- 
erated as  a  dreadful  engine  of  mischief  to  the 
independence  and  character  of  the  State.  The 
effect  of  that  mode  of  appointment  had  been,  at 
times,  since  the  formation  of  the  Goverameot,  to, 
virtually,  concentrate  the  whole  patronage  of  the 
State  in  the  hands  of  an  individual.  It  reqoired 
no  stretch  of  imagination  to  perceive  the  peni- 
cions  evib  which  such  a  political  system  naturally 
engendered.  In  practice,  it  had  naturally  tended 
to  mtroduce  into  the  State  the  eorruptioo  vhick 
usually  accompanies  the  concentration  of  eaor* 
mous  patronage  in  the  hands  of  a  few  men.  Tke 
tenure  of  every  valuable  ofllce  in  the  State,  ezcqK 
the  judges,  was  at  the  will  of  the  favorite  leaden 
of  the  majority.  These,  said  Mr.  8.,  are  unwel- 
come truths.  It  gave  him  no  pleasure  to  sutc 
them;  but  they  were  the  illustrations  of  erils, 
which  had  produced  a  lamentable  effect  oa  the 
purity  of  elections  in  that  State.  Mr.  S.  said, 
that  It  was  unnecessary  to  state  the  effect  of  tW 
political  dependence  which  such  a  svstem  hk 
produced.  The  ballot  boxes  afforded  the  onlf 
check  to  its  worst  consequences.  But  even  thai 
remedy  had  scarcely  bc^n  powerful  enough  ts 
control  the  enormous  strength  of  the  Suite  pa- 
tronage. When  the  House  considered  how  val- 
uable, under  all  circumstances,  the  preservation  of 
the  system  was  to  the  fair  exercise  of  the  right  of 
suffrage  in  that  State,  he  trusted  that  they  wookl 
be  disposed  to  exercise  a  liberal  discretion  in  the 
support  of  her  regulations  for  the  prevention  of 
frauds,  and  the  protection  of  her  own  voters  fron 
oppression,  under  any  form  or  pretext  whacever; 
that,  in  the  case  now  before  tnem,  they  wooU 
reject,  as  lawless,  the  double  ballott,  and  refuse 
to  allow  to  the  sitting  member  the  obliterated 
vote,  a  vote  which  probably  was  rejected  at  the 
canvass,  with  at  least  the  silent  approbation  of 
those  most  directly  interested  in  claiming  its 
allowance. 

Mr.  Gazlay,  of  Ohio,  said  he  rose  to  advocate 
the  amendment,  and  to  oppose  the  resolntion.  He 
did  SO;  because  he  believed  that  the  latter  would 
be  a  violation  of  sound  principles,  and  most  mis- 
chievous in  practice.  He  supposed  that  the  coin- 
mittee  had  offered  all  the  reasons  which  could 
well  be  offered  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  and  (hat, 
if  these  were  not  sound,  the  resolution  ought  not 
to  be  adopted.  He  would  beg  leave  to  x^er  to  ue 
report  of  the  committee  for  these  reatoas-4Mi' 
G.  here  read  the  report  as  far  as  it  respected  the 
erased  vote.] — The  committee  seem  to  take  three 
positions :  first,  that  the  decision  of  the  board  of 
inspectors  ought  to  be  binding ;  second,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  come  to  a  deliberate  con- 
clusion without  the  evidence  the  board  had ;  that 
no  evidence  can  now  be  obtained.  He  thought 
this  House  were  the  Constitutional  judges  o( 
the  election  of  its  members  when  contestM, 
and  that,  to  say  thev  should  be  bound  by  *»^ 
determination  of  a  lx>ard  of  inspectors,  wos^ 
be  to  take  away  at  once  any  power  to  deiiberais 
on  this  or  any  other  case  of  the  kind.    It  "^^ 
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perhaps,  with  a  Tiew  to  reverse  decisions  of  such 
boards,  when  improperly  made,  and  not  to  enforce 
them,  that  the  Constitution  vested  a  revising  pow- 
er in  this  House.  He  could  never  avree  to  the 
proposition  that  this,  which  is  an  appellate  tribu- 
oal  of  the  last  resort,  should  be  precluded  by  the 
determination  of  an  inferior  one,  who  have  no 
role  which  is  not  subjected  to,  and  frequently 
countervailed  by,  the  violent  heats  and  political 
disseiisioas  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
has  referred  to.  If  we  affirm  their  decisions  to- 
day, we  are  bound  to  afiurm  them  at  another 
time. 

There  are,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  hiore  than 
five  hondred  boards  of  inspection.  If  we  are 
bouod  to  adopt  the  decision  of  one,  we  are  bound 
to  adopt  those  of  all,  and  this  has  never  been  the 
practice  of  this  House,  as  he^  Mr.  Q.,  understood 
It,  but  quite  the  contrary.  He  presumed  the  pres- 
ent case  must  be  determined  on  the  evidence,  and 
not  on  the  decision  of  the  board  of  New  York. 
Bat,  in  the  two  last  propositions,  we  are  told  that 
It  is  impossible  to  come  to  a  deliberate  conclusion, 
without  the  evidence  which  the  board  possessed, 
and  that  this  evidence  we  cannot  now  obtain ; 
and  yet,  without  evidence,  in  a  case  where  it  is 
said  to  be  impossible  to  come  to  any  deliberate 
conclusion,  we  are  called  upon,  not  only  to  delib- 
erate, but  to  exercise  our  power  in  turning  one 
member  from  his  seat,  and,  not  content  with  this, 
we  are  to  take  upon  ourselves  to  determine  the 
will  of  forty  thousand  citizens  as  to  the  admission 
of  another.  Can  we,  dare  we,  exercise  such  high 
powers,  in  a  case  where  there  is  no  evidence,  and 
when  we  can  come  to  no  deliberate  conclusion  ; 
for  this  is  the  language  of  the  report.  Mr.  Q.  said, 
be  regarded  the  precedent  about  to  be  established, 
and  what  after  times  would  say  ot  it.  that  we 
were  about  to  make  a  law  in  a  case  where  there 
was  none.  With  this  report  before  them,  what 
must  any  future  House  sav  of  the  decision,  if  the 
resolution  were  adopted?  Whatever  might  be 
the  final  determination  of  the  House,  he  trusted 
this  report  could  not  be  sanctioned.  It  would  be 
a  discredit  to  the  annals  of  our  legislation. 

Many  observations  had  been  made  by  ffentle- 
men  in  support  of  the  resolution.  Some  had  li- 
kened it  to  a  bond  with  an  erasure ;  others  said  it 
was  correct  to  test  it  by  the  ordinary  occurrences 
of  life,  as  an  erasure  in  a  letter  or  correspondence. 
Mr.  G.  said,  he  did  not  see  the  parallel.  In  a  let- 
ter or  bond,  if  there  were  an  erasure,  the  sense 
must  be  made  out  by  the  context  or  body  of  the 
writing.  Here  there  was  nothing  to  help  out  the 
sense  or  meaning  of  the  partv;  it  was  a  single 
Word.  But  gentlemen  seemed  also  bent  on  uie 
determination  of  this  case  by  legal  rules,  and 
called  boldly  on  those  holding  the  negative  to  prove 
^hat  they  assert.  Mr.  G.  said  he  had  always  un- 
derstood that  those  who  maintain  the  affirmative 
must  bring  their  proof.  This  rule,  he  said,  was 
not  only  applicable  to  courts,  but  to  all  delibera- 
tive bodies.  The  vote  in  question  was  duly  deliv- 
ered, and  duly  received :  it  was  plain  and  legible, 
and  the  supporters  of  the  resolution  contend  that 
It  was  intended  for  a  blank  vote ;  and  must  they 


not  prove  that  fact  ?  and  until  it  be  proved,  what 
right  has  this  House  to  say  it  was  a  oiank  ? 

JBut,  said  Mr.  G.,  what  will  be  the  consequences 
if  this  House  declare  that  a  vote,  with  a  mark  on 
it,  shall  be  taken  as  a  blank  votel  We  have 
learned  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who 
opened  this  debate,  that  his  State  is  rent  with  vi« 
otent  factions,  and  that  men,  with  principles  and 
intentions  not  the  most  pure,  exercise  great  influ- 
ence at  the  polls.  These  men  will  find,  in  our 
decbion,  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  their  deceitful 
schemes.  They  can,  with  all  imaginable  ease, 
draw  a  pen  over  all  the  names  they  oppose.  It 
may  or  may  not  be  seen ;  the  voters  are  not  likely 
to  know  any  thing  of  our  decision ;  while  they 
know  nothing  of  their  own  law,  as  the  gentleman 
has  demonstrated ;  and  thus  they  will  vote  a  blank 
ticket,  and  be  defrauded  of  their  elective  franchise. 
Mr.  G.  said,  he  thought  the  safe  rule,  and  the  only 
safe  one,  was,  to  admit  and  count  all  legible  votes, 
and  that  no  evil  consequences  would  flow  from 
this  rule,  but  such  would  flow  from  the  one  con- 
tended for  by  the  supporters  of  the  resolution  as 
reported.  And  for  these  reasons,  he  should  vote 
for  the  amendment.  He  was  fully  persuaded  that 
it  was  best  and  safest,  in  all  doubtful  cases,  to  send 
the  contendants  back  to  the  people,  the  Constitu- 
tional and  most  fit  tribunal  to  decide. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  said,  after  such  a  full 
discussion,  he  was  sorry  to  trouble  the  House  with 
anv  further,  and  nothing  but  a  sense  of  duty  would 
induce  him  to  make  any  remarks  on  a  subject  al- 
ready exhausted  by  argument.  He  said,  he  had 
the  misfortune  to  diner  with  a  majority  of  the 
House  on  what  he  considered  the  main  point  in 
the  question.  He  was  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Wilson 
was  entitled  to  his  seat.  He  concurred  with  his 
honorable  colleague  in  the  sentiment  that  the 
House  ought  to  consider  this  question  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  they  were  sitting  as  a  court  to  decide 
upon  the  rights  of  two  individuals.  And  he 
would  ask  whether  any  member  of  the  House  was 
prepared  to  say,  absolutely,  from  the  evidence  be- 
fore them,  that  a  fraud  hao  been  committed.  The 
question  was  not  whether  it  was  possible  or  even 
probable  that  two  ballots  had  been  put  into  the 
box  by  one  elector,  but  it  was,  whether  such  a  fact 
appeared  clear  and  beyond  any  doubt.  It  was  a 
well  established  rule,  that  fraud  should  never  be 
presumed  but  upon  the  most  conclusive  and  posi- 
tive testimony.  This  testimony,  in  his  opinion, 
was  not  of  that  kind.  Mr.  C.  then  adverted  to 
the  evidence,  that  the  ballots  were  found  in  the 
boxes,  with  the  edges  folded  out,  and  in  such  a 
manner  as  they  might  easily  have  slipped  together. 
He  said,  if  the  number  of  ballots  in  the  boxes  had 
agreed  with  the  number  of  names  taken  down  by 
the  clerks,  no  suspicion  of  fraud  would  have  at- 
tached. He  appealed  to  his  colleagues,  whether 
any  thing  was  more  common  in  that  State  than 
for  the  number  of  votes  in  the  boxes  to  exceed  the 
number  of  names  taken  by  the  clerks.  The  reason 
was  obvious.  In  the  towns  there  were  from  three 
to  eight  hundred  voters,  much  the  greater  number 
of  them  voted  on  the  third  day,  in  the  afternoon— ^ 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  officers  had  to  be  voted 
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for.  These  votes  were  pat  into  several  distinct 
boxes,  and,  in  the  hurry  and  crowd,  persons  very 
frequently  voted,  whose  names  were  not  taken 
down.  For  himself,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  thought  it 
much  more  probable  that  such  an  error  was  com- 
mitted, than  that  two  pieces  of  paper,  folded  as 
these  were,  could  have  passed  through  the  hands 
of  the  inspectors  without  detection.  Again,  said 
Mr.  C,  the  law  makinff  double  ballots  void,  has 
existed,  in  New  York,  Tor  a  series  of  years.  No 
law  was  more  generally  known  to  every  citizen 
of  that  State  than  this.  That  any  person,  then» 
should  put  in  such  a  vote,  knowing  that  the  very 
object  he  would  seem  to  have  in  view  would  be 
defeated  by  it,  was  to  him  extremely  improbable, 
and  nothiojg  short  of  conclusive  evidence  would 
convince  him  of  a  fact  so  unlikely  to  happen. 

But,  said  Mr.  C,  if  the  ground  be  conceded 
that  these  votes  were  fraudulent,  and  could  not  be 
allowed,  and  even  if  the  vote  with  the  erasure  be 
thrown  out  of  the  question,  still,  however,  the  pe- 
titioner would  not  be  entitled  to  a  seat.  On  look- 
ing over  the  Journals  of  the  House,  Mr.  C.  said, 
he  found  a  casein  point,  the  correctness  of  which, 
he  trusted,  would  not  be  questioned  by  any  one. 
He  referred  to  the  case  of  Scott  and  Easton.  Mr. 
Scott  was  returned  to  this  House  with  a  majority 
of  fifteen  votes,  certified  in  his  favor,  over  Mr. 
Easton,  who  claimed  a  seat,  on  the  ground  that 
a  part  of  the  votes  given  for  Scott  were  irregularly 
received,  and  could  not  be  allowed.  This  House 
considered  them  so  irregular,  that  they  vacated 
the  seat  of  Mr.  Scott,  and,  on  determining  whether 
Mr.  Easton  should  have  a  seat,  they  said,  as  it 
appeared  evident  to  them  that  a  maiority  of  his 
district  did  not  mean  that  he  should  represent 
them,  they  would  send  him  back,  also,  to  the 
people,  for  another  election.  Apply  that  case, 
said  Mr.  C,  to  the  one  before  us.  The  sentlemen 
on  the  other  side  will  concede,  that  if  the  double 
votes  were  counted  single,  Mr.  Wilson  would 
have  a  majority ;  and  though  they  cannot  be  so 
allowed,  yet  they  mark  the  wishes  of  the  electors, 
and  leave  the  petitioner  unsupported  by  the  wishes 
of  a  plurality  of  the  voters  of  his  district.  He 
cannotf  therefore,  have  his  seat,  without  breaking 
down  the  principle  settled  in  the  case  of  Scott 
and  Easton.  fiut,  said  Mr.  C,  conceding  this 
point  also,  the  petitioner  could  not  claim  his  seat, 
unless  they  could  also  come  to  what  he  consid- 
ered the  dangerous  conclusion  of  saying  that  this 
vote,  called  the  erased  vote,  meant  nothing,  and 
was  put  into  the  box  without  any  apparent  mo- 
tive. For  himself,  he  could  not  come  to  so  strange 
a  conclusion.  He  was  always  for  ascribing  to 
human  beings  rational  motives;  and  he  would 
^rather  say,  that  the  partial  erasure  happened 
throuffh  accident,  or  fraud  practised  on  the  elec- 
tor. Mr.  C.  said  he  difiered  very  materially  from 
his  honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Storks,)  on  the 
motives  that  actuated  electors.  He  would  not 
pretend  to  say  that  the  electors  in  the  particular 
section  of  the  State  where  gentlemen  lived,  might 
not  go  to  the  polls  under  a  slavish  fear  of  creditors 
and  wealthy  landholders,  though  he  had  always 
understood  it  otherwise.    But  he  could  say  with  1 


certainty,  that  in  every  part  of  the  State  where 
he  had  been  acquainted,  men  exercised  this  prond 
prerogative  free  and  uncontrolled.  In  general,  no 
people  on  earth  were  more  tenacious  of  their 
rights,  or  adhered  to  them  more  strenuously.  It 
was  doe  to  the  electors  of  that  State  to  saj,  that 
if  any  man  should  attempt  to  make  use  ot  coer- 
cive means  to  bear  upon  the  elections,  he  would 
be  sure  to  lose  whatever  influence  he  preTioosif 
possessed.  Men  having  power  in  their  bsDds 
were  ever  distrusted,  and  they,  above  ail  others, 
ought  to  be  careful ;  for*  their  weight  in  the  elec- 
tions was  guarded  against  by  a  general  watchfol- 
ness  of  the  people.  He  admitted  that  a  coid[«d7 
in  Europe  owned  a  large  and  fertile  tract  of  land 
in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  on  which  settlers 
lived,  many  of  whom  were  indebted  to  them ;  bat 
that  company  neither  knew  nor  cared  any  more 
about  the  political  divisions  of  New  York  than 
the  Emperor  of  Morocco.  Their  agents  had  hot 
one  object  in  view ;  it  was  to  procure  settlers  up- 
on the  tract,  and  nothing  would  be  as  likely  to 
check  settlement  as  any  attempt  to  control  the 
minds  of  electors.  It  was  the  first  time  be  erer 
heard  of  any  unwarrantable  interference  from 
that  quarter,  and  he  must  now  believe  his  col- 
league, on  that  point,  in  a  gross  error.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  had  not  expected  such  illiberal  sentimeois 
against  the  people  he  bad  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent,  from  such  a  source.  He  was  sorry  to 
see  them  in  anv  quarter,  because  he  believed  them 
unjust  and  unfounded. 

Mr.  Storrb  and  Mr.  Wood  replied  to  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Clark. 

Bifr.  Clark  again,  in  answer  to  Mr.  SToasa, 
denied  that  any  opulent  individuals  had  ever  cod- 
trolled  elections  in  any  part  of  his  district.  He 
said  his  colleague  was  mistaken,  in  supposing 
that  any  member  of  this  House  was  either  the 
owner  or  agent  of  any  considerable  quantity  of 
land  in  Chenango  countv.  He  stated  farther, 
that  no  single  individual  there  had  the  agency  of, 
or  owned,  a  whole  township.  But  if  such  an 
event  ever  should  happen,  he  trusted  no  slavish 
fear  or  spiritless  obedience  to  the  owner,  would  be 
found  among  the  inhabitants. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  feel  myself  bound  to  dissent 
from  the  opinion  expressed  by  my  honorable  col- 
league, that  the  partisans  of  New  York  observe  a 
servile,  base  acquiescence  to  the  will  of  their 
leaders.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  our  State  has  been 
divided  into  two  ^litical  parties  ever  since  the 
organization  of  their  Government  Those  parties 
continue  down  to  the  present  time,  but  the  great 
body  of  individuals  are  attached  to  them,  because 
each  thinks  the  side  to  which  he  belong  }^  S^^' 
suing  the  best  interest  of  his  country.  It  is  from 
principle,  then,  sir,  and  not  fear,  that  the  partiei 
of  New  York  are  kept  op  and  supported.  And 
he  appealed  to  the  experience  of  his  colleague 
whether  the  men  who  observed  good  faith  towards 
their  party  and  kept  on  a  steady  uniform  coarse 
of  pnnciples,  regardless  of  minor  circurastancw, 
were  not  the  characters  whose  conduct  in  the 
other  departments  of  life  met  with  the  roost  gen- 
eral approbatioa.    Trae,  aaid  Mr.  C.|  individuali 
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may  be  found  Id  the  State  who  take  the  liberty 
ofcbangiog  from  one  side  to  tbe  other,  and'  back 
agam,  as  their  fears  or  imaginarjr  interests  may 
point  out;  but  this  was  not  considered  there  as 
eFidesce  of  an  independent  mind,  or  great  mental 
courage.  On  the  contrary,  motives  of  fear  and  a 
want  of  stability  were  generally  attributed  to 
them. 


Thursday,  Jaaoary  8. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  authori- 
zing the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to 
purchase  the  seren  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  1824;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLanb^  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  authorizing  the  creation  of  a  stock,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  fire  millions  of  dollars,  to 
provide  for  the  awards  of  the  commissions  under 
the  treatv  with  Spain,  of  the  22d  of  February, 
1819 ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  letter  from 
Samuel  R.  Overton,  and  Joseph  M.  White,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the 
settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory 
of  Florida ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 
next. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  against 
the  ptetition  of  Charles  Minifie,  (for  interest  on  a 
certain  balance  heretofore  allowed  to  him  at  the 
Treasury.) 

Mr.  J.  T.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to 
amend  the  report,  by  striking  out  the  word 
^^  not,"  so  as  to  reverse  the  report ;  and  spoke  in 
support  of  the  amendment ;  which  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  ana  Mr. 
McCoy. 

The  amendment  was  lost,  and  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  was  reported  to  the  House, 
by  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole,  without  amend- 
ment, in  which  the  House  concurred. 

DANIEL  CARROLL. 

Tbe  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll  of  Dud- 
diogton  and  others,  (appropriating  $1,555  for  the 
expense  of  repairs  made  in  the  building  rented  by 
Congress  in  1815-'16,  after  the  conflagration  of 
the  Capitol,  whose  occupation  of  it  rendered  those 
repairs  necessary.  The  alterations  were  not  con- 
templated in  the  contract  for  rent,  and  the  house 
had  to  be  restored  to  its  former  situation,  before 
the  house  conld  be  again  used  hy  the  proprietors. 

A  debate  arose  on  the  bill,  which  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  Cockb,  and  Mr.  Sharps,  and  supported 
by  Mr.  McCoy  and  Williams,  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Her  RICK  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
which  motion  was  lost — ayes  70.  noes  76.  The 
question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  read- 
ing, it  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  74,  noes 
83.    So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


WILLIAM  P.  NIMMO. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Nimmo. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  the  words  <<  the  representatives  of"  (Mr. 
Nimmo  being  dead  ;)  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  (which  appopriates  $500  as  compen- 
sation for  the  destruction  of  a  building  called  the 
Pleasure  House,  on  his  estate,  occupi^  as  an  out- 
Dost  of  the  American  troops,  in  the  defence  of 
Norfolk,)  occasioned  some  debate,  chiefly  on  the 
point  of  fact,  whether  the  house  was,  at  the  time 
of  its  destruction,  occupied  by  American  troops, 
placed  in  it  by  the  authority  of  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  station,  and  destroyed  in  immediate 
consequence  of  such  occupation,  or  was  destroyed 
from  mere  wantonness  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 

Messrs.  Whittlesey,  Owen,  Bassett,  and 
Neale,  advocated,  and  Messrs.  Williams,  Floyd, 
and  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  opposed  the  bill.  The 
question  being  taken  on  its  passage  to  a  third 
reading,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes 
84,  noes  64. 


Friday,  January  9. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  12th  and 
22d  ultimo,  the  memorial  of  the  Mayor  and  Al- 
dermen of  the  city  of  Mobile,  and  the  proprietors 
of  lots  on  the  east  side  of  Water-street,  in  said 
city,  reported  a  bill  granting  certain  lots  of  ground 
to  the  city  of  Mobile,  and  to  certain  individuals 
of  said  city ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McCoy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  David  Qiffin  ana 
Samuel  Hoas,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their  re- 
lief; which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Hannah  and 
Joseph  Mins,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  representatives  of  Joseph  Mins,  deceased ; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  executors  of  John  B.  Mebane  to  collect  certain 
arrears  of  tax  in  the  counter  of  Chatham,  and 
State  of  North  Carolina ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Whipple,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Mon- 
roe, in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  ;  which  report 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sloans,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  Alfred  H.  Pow- 
ell, contesting  the  seat  of  Jared  Williams^  one  of 
the  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Virginia ; 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  recom- 
mended was  agreed  to  by  the  House,  viz : 

Eenlvedy  That  the  memorialist  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  memorial  and  documents. 

Mr.  Ross,  from  the  select  committee  appointed 
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on  the  memorial  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
John  H.  Piatt,  deceased,  made  a  report  thereon, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  assign- 
ees and  legal  representatives  of  the  said  Piatt; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  the 
Mayor  and  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
in  relation  to  Uastle  Clinton ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Herrick  moved  for  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  of  yesterday  rejecting  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Daniel  Carroll,  of  Duddington,  and  others; 
which  was  carried — ayes  82,  and  the  bill,  on 
motion  of  of  Mr.  Herrick,  was  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  confirming  the  claim  of  Wood- 
son Wren  to  a  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  north- 
east side  of  the  Bay  of  Bilozi,  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  P. 
Nimmo  was  read  the  third  time. 

Some  debate  arose  on  its  passage,  (chiefly  on 
the  same  grounds  taken  yesterday,)  in  which 
Messrs.  Cocke,  Sandporo,  and  Warfield,  op- 
posed, and  Mr.  Rich  advocated  its  passage.  The 
bilL  on  motion  of  Mr.  WARFiELn,  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qarrett  Fountain ; 
which  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Webster  gave  notice,  that,  on  Monday, 
the  19th  January,  he  should  call  up  the  conside- 
ration of  the  resolution  some  time  since  submitted 
by  him,  on  the  subject  of  the  Greeks. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PRESinENT 
OF  TBB  United  States,  as  follows: 

Tothe  HouM  of  Representativea  of  the  United  States : 

Agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives,  of  the  18lh  of  December,  1883,  requesting 
copies  of  all  contracts  for  cannon,  csnnon  shot,  mus- 
kets, and  other  small  arms,  entered  into  since  the  Ist 
of  January,  1827,  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from 
the  Department  of  the  Navy,  with  other  docnments 
relating  thereto. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHinaTOXy  Jan,  9, 1824. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  referred  to 
the  committee  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  7th 
instant,  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitting  a  similar  report  from  the  De- 
partment of  War. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  cov- 
ering estimates  of  appropriation  for  the  year  1824 ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

THE  PROPOSED  NEW  TARIFF. 

Mr.  Too,  from  ^e  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures, to  whom  have  been  referred  sundry  peti- 
tions and  memorials,  praying  for  the  adoption  of 


measures  calculated  to  afford  encooragement  and 
protection  to  the  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
country,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts 
for  imposing  duties  on  imports ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  impoeing  dtttw 

on  imports. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e>,  That,  from  and  after  the  tkiitielli 
day  of  Jane,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tweotj* 
four,  in  lieu  of  the  duties  now  impoaed  bj  law  on  ths 
importation  of  the  articles  hereinafter  mentioned,  then 
shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  the  IbllowtDg  di- 
ties,  that  Is  to  say : 

First,  On  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  whidi 
wool  shall  be  a  component  part,  a  duty  of  thixtj  per 
centum,  ad  valorem,  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  Jooe, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five;  ud 
after  that  time,  a  duty  of  thirty-three  and  one-third 
per  centum  ad  valorem :  Frotndedf  That,  from  and 
after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  all  woollen  cloths,  or  dotJii 
of  which  wool  ahall  be  a  component  material,  (ei* 
cepting  carpets  and  carpeting,  blankets,  flaonelc 
banes,  and  other  unmilled  woollen,  and  worsted  oc 
stuff  goods,)  the  original  cost  of  which,  at  the  pUce 
whence  imported,  with  the  addition  of  ten  per  ceotQa, 
shall  be  less  than  eighty  cents  per  square  ysnl,  asd 
shall,  with  such  addition,  l>e  deemed  and  taken  to  ban 
cost  eighty  cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged 
with  duty  accordingly :  And  provided^  aUo,  That  il 
flannels  and  baiies,  and  all  other  unmilled  woolks 
cloths,  or  cloths  of  which  wool  shall  be  a  oompooeat 
material,  excepting  carpets  and  carpeting,  and  Uank* 
ets,  the  original  cost  of  which,  at  the  place  wbeiK« 
imported,  with  the  addition  of  ten  per  centum,  shall 
be  less  Uian  forty  cents  per  square  yard,  shall,  witk 
such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  coet  forty 
cents  per  square  yard,  and  shaU  be  charged  with  do^ 
accordingly. 

Second,  On  all  manufactures,  not  harein  tpectficd, 
of  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or  hemp,  or  of  which  either  of 
these  materials  shall  be  a  component  part,  a  dotj  of 
twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem :  Prwided,  That 
all  cotton  cloths  whatsoever,  or  cloths  of  which  coiuoa 
shall  be  a  component  material,  excepting  nankeens 
imported  directly  from  China,  the  original  cost  of 
which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  twenty  per  centum  if  imported  from  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  or  any  place  beyond  it,  and  of  t«n 
per  centum  if  imported  from  any  other  place,  shall  be 
less  than  thirty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  shall,  with 
such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  thiity- 
five  cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with 
duty  accordingly.  And  that  all  unbleached  and  on- 
colored  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread,  the  original  cost 
of  which  shall  be  less  than  sixty  cents  per  poand, 
shall  be  deemed  and  Uken  to  have  cost  sixty  cents  per 
pound,  and  shall  be  chsrged  with  duty  according ij; 
and  all  bleached  or  colored  cotton  yam,  twist,  or  thread, 
the  original  cost  of  which  shall  be  leas  diaa  seventy- 
five  cents  per  pound,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
have  cost  seventy-five  cents  per  pound,  and  ahail  be 
charged  with  duty  accordingly. 

Third.  On  wool  unmanufactured,  a  duty  of  tw«»ty- 
&^e  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  Jane, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five ;  alter- 
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wards  a  duly  of  thirty  per  centuoi  ad  valorem,  until 
the  first  day  of  Juoe,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-six  ;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  forty  per  centum  ad 
valorem  until  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-seven ;  and,  after  that  time,  a 
duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Fourth.  On  all  Leghorn  hats  or  bonnets,  and  all 
hats  or  honnets  of  straw,  chip,  or  grass,  and  on  all 
fiats,  braids,  or  plats,  for  making  of  hats  or  bonnets, 
a  duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem :  Providedj 
That  all  Leghorn  hats  and  bonnets,  and  all  hats  or 
bonnets  of  straw,  chip,  or  grasa,  which,  at  the  place 
whence  imported,  with  the  addition  of  ten  per  oen- 
tam,  shall  have  cost  less  than  one  dollar  each,  shall, 
with  such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost 
one  dollar,  each,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  ac- 
conlingly. 

Fifth.  On  printing  types,  on  jspanned  wares  of  all 
kinds,  on  plated  wares  of  all  kinds,  and  on  all  man- 
ufactures, not  otherwise  specified,  made  of  brass,  iron, 
steel,  pewter,  lead,  or  tin,  or  of  which  either  of  those 
metals  is  a  component  material,  a  duty  of  twenty-five 
per  centam  ad  valorem. 

On  bolting  cloths,  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem  ; 

On  hair  cloth  and  hair  seating,  thirty  per  centum 
ad  valorem ; 

On  marble,  and  all  manufactures  of  marble,  thirty 
per  centam  ad  valorem  ; 

On  all  paper  hangings,  forty  per  centum  ad  val- 
orem; 

On  coach  laces,  of  cotton,  or  other  material^  thirty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem  ;  on  all  other  laces,  twelve 
and-a-half  per  centum  ad  valorem ; 

On  lead,  in  piga,  bars,  or  sheets,  two  cents  per 
pound ; 

On  leaden  shot,  three  and  one-half  cents,  per  pound  ; 

On  red  or  white  lead,  dry  or  ground  in  oil,  four  cents 
per  ponnd ; 

On  Brussels,  Venetian,  Turkey,  and  Wilton  carpets 
and  carpeting,  fifty  cents  per  square  yard  , 

On  all  other  kinds  of  carpets  and  carpeting,  of  wool, 
flax,  hemp,  or  cotton,  or  parts  of  either,  twenty  cents 
per  square  yard ; 

On  all  other  carpets  and  carpeting,  mats,  and  floor 
cloths,  made  of  tow,  flags,  [or  any  other  material,  a 
duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem  ; 

On  hemp,  two  cents  per  pound ; 

On  flax,  three  cents  per  pound ; 

On  tarred  cables  and  cordage,  four  cents  per  pound ; 

On  unlarred  cordage,  yams,  twine,  pack-thread,  and 
seines,  6vt  cents  per  pound ; 

On  Russia  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeens,  two 
dollars  each  piece ; 

On  Raven  s  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeens, 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  each  piece ; 

On  Holland  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeens, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each  piece ; 

On  cotton  bagging,  six  cents  per  square  yard ; 

On  iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  by  rolling,  one  dollar  and  twelve 
cents  per  hundred  weight ; 

On  round  iron,  or  brazier's  rods,  three-sixteenths 
to  eight-sixteenths  of  an  inch  diameter,  inlcusive ;  and 
on  iron,  in  nail  or  spike  rods,  slit ;  and  on  iron,  in 
sheets,  and  hoop  iron ;  and  on  iron,  slit  or  rolled,  for 
band-irun.  seroU-iron,  or  casement  rods,  three  cents 
per  pound; 

On  ifoa  spikes,  four  cents  per  pound ; 

On  iron  nails,  cut  or  wrought,  five  cents  per  pound ; 
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On  tacks,  brads,  and  sprigs,  not  exceeding  sixteen 
ounces  to  the  thousand,  five  cents  per  thousand  ;  ex- 
ceeding sixteen  ounces  to  the  thousand,  five  cents  per 
pound; 

On  iron  or  steel  wire,  not  exceeding  number  eigh- 
teen, five  cents  per  pound ;  over  number  eighteen, 
nine  cents  per  pound ; 

On  anvils  and  anchors,  two  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  iron  cables  or  chains,  or  parts  thereof,  three 
cents  per  pound  ;  and  no  drawback  shall  be  allowed 
on  the  exportation  of  iron  cables,  or  parts  thereof; 

On  mill  cranks  and  miU  irons,  of  wrought  iron,  four 
cents  per  pound ; 

On  mill  saws,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  each ; 

On  cross-cut  saws,  one  dollar  each ; 

On  whip  sawsi  one  dollar  each  ;     * 

On  hand  saws,  twenty-five  cents  each  ; 

On  tenon  saws,  twenty  cents  each ; 

On  broad  axes,  thirty  cents  each ; 

On  other  axes,  twenty-five  cents  each ; 

On  hatchets,  fifteen  cents  each ; 

On  adzes,  twenty-five  cents  each ; 

On  augers,  not  exceeding  half  an  inch,  two  cents 
each ;  above  that  size,  and  not  exceeding  one  inch, 
two  and  an  half  cents  each ;  above  an  inch,  and  not 
exceeding  one-and-a-half  inches,  three  cents  each; 
above  that  size,  and  not  exceeding  two-and-a-half  in- 
ches, three  and  one-half  cents  each ; 

On  blacksmiths'  hammers  and  sledges,  two-and-a- 
half  cents  per  pound ; 

On  claw  hammers,  for  carpenters,  five  cents  each; 

On  hoes,  broad,  twelve  cents  each ; 

On  other  hoes,  ten  cents  each  ; 

On  shovels  and  tongs,  of  iron,  thirty  cents  per 
pair; 

On  muskets,  one  dollar  and  fiftj  cents  per  stand ; 

On  rifles,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  esch  ; 

On  fowling  and  hunting  pieces,  single  barrelled, 
four  dollars  each ;  double  barrelled  five  dollars  each ; 

On  curriers'  knives,  forty  cents  each  ; 

On  cutting  knives,  twenty-five  cents  each ; 

On  drswing-knives,  twenty-five  cents  each  ; 

On  scythes,  twenty-five  cents  each ; 

On  sickles  and  reaping  hooks,  twelve  cents  each ; 

On  spades  and  shovels,  of  iron  or  steel,  twenty 
cents  each ; 

On  screws  of  iron,  weighing  twenty-five  pounds  or 
upwards,  eight  cents  per  pound ; 

On  screws  of  iron,  for  wood,  called  wood  screws, 
not  exceeding  one  inch  in  length,  eight  cents  per 
groce ;  over  one  inch,  and  not  exceeding  two  inches 
in  length,  fourteen  cents  per  groce ;  over  two  inches 
in  length,  twenty  cents  per  groce ; 

On  vessels  of  cast  iron,  not  otherwise  specified,  one- 
and-a-half  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  all  other  castings  of  iron,  not  specified,  one  cent 
per  pound ; 

On  frying  pans,  twenty-five  cents  each ; 

On  gridirons  and  griddles,  twenty  cents  each  ; 

On  all  vessels  of  copper,  ten  cents  per  pound ; 

On  quills,  prepared  or  manufactured,  one  dollar  per 
thousand ; 

On  slates  and  tiles,  for  building,  half  a  cent  each  ; 

On  black  lead  pencils,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per 
groce; 

On  tallow,  four  cents  per  pound ; 

On  tallow  candles,  five  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  spermaceti  candles,  eight  cents  per  pound ; 

On  soap,  four  cents  per  pound ; 
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On  lard,  three  cents  per  poanil ; 
On  wheat,  twenty-five  cents  per  bufhel ; 
On  potatoes,  ten  cents  per  bushel ; 
On  coal,  six  cents  per  heaped  bushel ; 
On  indigo,  twenty-five  cents  per  pound ; 
On  corks,  tweWe  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  linseed   and  hempseed  oil,  twenty-five  cents 
per  gallon ; 

On  castor  oil,  forty  cents  per  gallon  ; 

On  ale,  beer,  and  porter,  imported  in  bottles,  twenty 
cents  per  gallon ;  imported  otherwise  than  in  bottles, 
fifteen  cents  per  gallon  ; 

On  beef  and  pork,  two  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  butter,  £yre  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  vinegar,,  eight  cents  per  gallon  ; 

On  alum,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred 
weight ; 

On  refined  saltpetre,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  blue  or  Roman  vitriol,  four  cents  per  pound ; 

On  oil  of  vitriol,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  Glauber  salts,  two  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  Epsom  salts,  three  cents  per  pound ; 

On  camphor,  crude,  eight  cents  per  pound ; 

On  camphor,  refined,  twelve  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  Prussian  blue,  ten  cents  per  pound ; 

On  copperas,  two  dollars  per  hundred  weight ; 

On  pepper,  ten  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  Cayenne  pepper,  nfteen  cents  per  pound ; 

On  pimento,  eight  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  Chinese  cassia,  ten  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  cocoa,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  chocolate,  four  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  currants  and  figs,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  plums,  prunes,  Muscatel  raisins,  and  raisins 
in  jars  and  boxes,  four  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  all  other  raisins,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  filberts,  three  cents  per  pound ; 

On  pine  apples,  two  cents  each  ; 

On  oranges,  fifty  cents  per  hundred  ; 

On  lemons,  twenty-five  cents  per  hundred ; 

On  limes,  ten  cents  per  hundred ; 

On  window  glass,  not  above  eight  inches  by  ten 
inches  in  size,  three  dollars  per  hundred  square  feet ; 
not  above  ten  inches  by  twelve  inches  in  size,  three 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred  square  feet ;  and 
if  above  ten  inches  by  twelve  inches  in  size,  four  dol- 
lars per  hundred  square  feet ; 

On  black  glass  bottles,  not  exceeding  the  capacity 
of  one  quart,  two  dollars  per  groce ;  on  bottles  ex- 
ceeding one  quart,  and  not  more  than  two  quarts, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  groce  ;  over  two  quarts, 
and  not  exceeding  one  gallon,  three  dollars  per  groce ; 

On  demijohns,  twenty-five  cents  each  ; 

On  glass  beads,  fifty  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  apothecaries'  rials,  of  the  capacity  of  four 
ounces,  and  less,  one  dollar  per  groce ;  on  the  same, 
above  four  ounces,  and  not  exceeding  eight  ounces, 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  groce; 

On  ail  wares  of  cut  glass,  not  specified,  three  cents 
per  pound,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ; 

On  all  other  articles  of  glass,  two  cents  per  pound, 
mod,  in  addition  thereto,  an  valorem  duty  of  twenty 
per  centum ; 

On  folio,  and  quarto  post  paper,  of  all  kinds,  twenty 
cents  per  pound ; 

On  foolscap  and  all  drawing  and  writing  peper, 
■eventeen  cents  per  pound ; 


On  printing,  copper  plate,  and  stainers'  paper,  tea 
cents  per  pound ; 

On  sheathing  paper,  binders*  and  box  bosrdtf  and 
wrapping  paper  of  all  kinds,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  all  other  paper,  fifteen  cents  per  pound ; 

A  duty  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  ad  vtiorea 
on  all  articles  not  herein  specified,  and  now  paying  t 
duty  of  seven  per  centum  ad  valorem ; 

On  all  foreign  distilled  spirits,  fifteen  per  ceotoo 
upon  the  duties  now  imposed,  by  law,  ancl  in  aildition 
thereto. 

8sG.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Tbat,  in  lii 
cases  whatsoever,  all  articles  composed  or  mixed  of 
various  materials,  shall  pay  the  highest  duty  to  vludi 
articles  manufactured  from  any  such  materials  ize 
subject 

8zG.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  tad 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hoc- 
dred  and  twenty-four,  to  the  duties  on  all  goods,  wira. 
and  merchandise,  hereinbefore  mentioned,  or  any  othet. 
there  shall  be  added,  and  shall  be  collected  and  piid 
the  full  amount  of  such  bounty  or  premium,  or  •li<rv' 
ance  in  nature  thereof,  as,  on  the  importation  of  usr 
lar  articles,  may  be  given  or  allowed  in  the  couodt 
or  place  from  which  the  same  shall  be  exported,  or  in 
the  country  or  place  wherein  the  same  shall  be  pro- 
duced or  manufactured ;  which  sball  be  calculated  to: 
ascertained  under  such  rules  and  regulations  «a  U( 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  from  time  to  uot 
fix  and  prescribe. 

8xc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enact ed^  That  an  $Mi- 
tion  often  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the  sevea 
rates  of  duties  hereby  imposed  upon  the  several  irtt* 
cles  aforesaid,  which,  after  the  said  respective  times 
for  the  commencement  of  the  duties  hereby  imposed 
shall  be  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United 
States  :  Provided,  That  this  addition  shall  not  be  ip- 
plied  to  articles  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  tb( 
United  States,  entitled  by  treaty  or  by  any  act  e 
Congress  to  be  admitted  on  payment  of  the  same  do* 
ties  tbat  are  paid  on  like  articles  imported  in  ships « 
vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Sic.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  tbd 
be  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  duties  by  this  act  io- 
posed  upon  the  exportation  of  any  artides  that  tbsL 
have  paid  the  same,  within  the  time,  and  io  the  man* 
ner,  and  subject  to  the  provisions  and  restrictions,  pr^ 
scribed  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  **Ab 
act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage/' 
passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April,  one  thoosaod 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shaU 
be  allowed  a  drawback  of  seventy-five  per  ceotom  of 
the  duties  by  this  act  imposed  on  tallow,  which  may 
be  manofsctured  into  candles  or  soap,  by,  for,  or  oa 
account  o(  the  person  or  persons  importing  the  same, 
upon  the  exportation  thereof  within  nine  months  aft« 
the  said  importation,  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  bj 
the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  to  allow  drawback  of  duties 
on  spirits  distilled,  and  sugar  refined,  within  the  Uoi* 
ted  States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  so  for  as  ths 
same  may  be  applicable,  and  under  such  roles  and  reg^ 
ulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  ths 
Treasury. 

Sxc.  7.  And  be  itfwiher  enacted^  That  the  exis^ 
tng  laws  shall  extend  to,  and  be  In  foree  for,  the  csl- 
lection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  for  the  pros^ 
cution  and  punishment  of  all  olfenees,  and  for  the 
reeoveiy,  coUoction,  diatRbntioaa  and  rsnisnoD,  of  al 
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finef,  penaltiest  and  forfeitares,  m  fully  and  effeclu- 
allj  afl  if  eTwy  regulation,  penalty,  forfeiture,  provi- 
sioo,  clause,  matter,  and  thing,  to  that  e0ect,  in  the 
eziitiog  laws  contained,  had  been  inserted  in,  and  re- 
enacted  by,  this  act. 

RELIEF  OF  SARAH  FERRY. 

The  House  resolved  itself  Into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  Chair,  on  the  fol- 
lowiog  bill : 

A  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  mother  of  the  late 

Oliver  H.  Perry. 

Be  it  enacted,  4'e<)  That  there  shall  be  allowed,  and 
paid,  to  Sarah  Perry,  mother  of  Oliver  Hazard  Perry, 
late  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  a 
peosioD,  or  annuity,  of  three  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
nam,  payable  half  yearly,  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  for  and  during  the  term  of  her  natural  life, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap« 
propriated. 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  stated  the  facts 
of  the  case  for  which  the  bill  was  intended  to  pro- 
Tide.  The  House  were  all  in  the  remembrance 
of  the  victory  obtained  on  Lake  Erie,  in  1813,  its 
brilliant  circumstances,  and  its  important  results. 
When  the  death  of  the  gallant  officer,  who 
achie?ed  that  victory,  became  known  to  Congress, 
ia  the  year  1819,  a  bill  was  introduced,  and 
promptly  passed,  which  made  provision  for  the 
support  of  his  wife  and  children.  For  some  rea- 
son, to  Mr.  F.  unknown,  the  name  of  his  mother 
vas  not  inserted  in  the  bill,  and  she  had  remained 
entirely  dependent  on  one  of  her  sons,  now  no 
more,  who  supported  her  as  long  as  he  lived.  A 
second  son,  who  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Navy, 
coQtinaed  her  support  after  the  death  of  his  bro- 
ther; but,  three  years  since,  was  lost  at  sea  by  an 
accident  with  wnich  the  House  were  all  acquaint- 
ed. It  was  thea  that  application  was  made  by 
Mrs.  Penv,  whose  last  dependence  was  taken 
from  her,  tor  public  support.  A  bill  was  last  year 
brought  into  the  House  for  her  relief,  but,  Irom 
pressure  of  business,  or  some  other  cause,  had 
been  neglected  to  be  acted  upon.  The  present 
bill  had  the  same  obiect.  It  proposed  but  a 
sleoder  support,  and  the  object  of  its  provision 
was  far  advanced  in  years.  He  trusted  the  bill 
woald  pass  without  opposition. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  for 
the  reading  of  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  Perry,  which 
being  completed — 

Mr.  Hamilton  rose  and  addressed  the  House  to 
the  folio win{|[  eiSect : 

I  hold  it,  sir,  as  a  position  not  to  be  controvert- 
ed, that  a  country  or  government  is  quite  as  much 
bouod,  by  the  obligations  of  gratitude,  as  an  indi- 
vidual. That  these  obligations  result  from  great 
ind  extraordinary  benefits  conferred  on  the  com- 
monwealth^ producing  claims  which  it  is  the  pro- 
TiAce  of  a  j[ust  and  enlightened  nation  to  canvass 
and  appreciate.  And  further,  that,  in  a  republic 
hke  ours,  where  we  give  nothing  to  pride  and 
luxury,  these  claims,  involving  a  pecuniary  boun- 
(yi  are  to  be  considered  in  reference  to  the  extent 
and  character  of  the  services  on  which  they  are 
founded;  the  ability  of  the  Qovernment  to  dis- 


charge them ;  the  existence  of  absolute  want  of 
the  party  to  be  relieved,  and  that  the  relief  itself 
be  controlled  by  the  practice  and  maxims  of  a 
wise  and  judicious  frugality.  It  is  under  these 
principles,  which  I  regard  as  altogether  axiomatic 
m  the  polity  of  every  civilized  government,  that  I 
projpose  to  bring  the  case  of  Mrs.  Perry. 

The  claims  of  this  lady  are  foundea  on  the  ex- 
alted services  of  her  son,  Oliver  Hazard  Perry, 
who,  in  the  hour  of  "  your  utmost  need,*'  won  for 
you  a  victory  of  vast  and  inestimable  importance. 
On  this  claim  a  peculiar  and  emphatic  strength  is 
conferred,  by  the  fact  that  your  hero  did  not  more 
entirely  owe  his  life  to  his  mother  who  gave  him 
birth,  than  he  did  those  great  qualities  of  soul 
whicn  enabled  him  to  achieve  that  incomparable 
exploit  with  which  he  has  enriched  the  renown  of 
his  country.  If  the  virtues  of  the  Gracchi  are  to 
be  attributed  to  the  lofty  sentiments  with  which 
the  daughter  of  Scipio  Africanus  imbued  their 
minds,  the  moral  power  of  Perry  is  as  truly  to  be 
traced  to  the  enligntened  instruction  of  his  mother, 
who,  by  th^  course  she  pursued  in  his  education, 
seems  to  have  had  an  early  presentiment  of  the 
rich  fruits  which  would  reward  her  maternal 
labors.  For  such  a  task  this  lady  was  eminently 
qualified.  To  a  vigorous  and  cultivated  intellect, 
she  unites,  in  as  high  a  degree  as  any  one  I  have 
ever  known,  a  refined  sense  of  every  thing  that  is 
truly  elevated  and  great  in  human  action.  A  love 
for  true  glory,  a  ooiitempt  of  death  and  danger,  an 
ambition  controlled  by  an  exalted  patriotism,  and 
a  magnanimity  partaking  of  all  the  generous  and 
noble  sympathies  of  our  nature,  were  the  lessons 
she  successfully  and  incessantly  impressed  on  the 
mind  of  her  son.  1  speak  with  the  confidence  of 
one  having  a  personal  knowledge  of  these  facts. 
And  I  undertake  to  say  that  the  triumphant  de- 
feat of  your  enemies  in  the  engagement  of  the  10th 
of  September,  when  you  most  wanted  the  moral 
effect  of  victory,  is  essentially  to  be  attributed  to 
her  who  is  now  the  object  of  your  charity — to  her 
who  cast  your  hero  in  a  perfect  mould  of  heroism 
— who  girded  on  his  sword,  and  bid  him  go  forth 
and  conquer. 

But  I  will  now,  sir,  state  a  circumstance  in 
which  the  coldest  calculation  of  profit  and  loss 
will  perceive  some  justice  in  her  claim. 

After  the  achievement  which  has  rendered  the 
name  of  Perry  so  memorable,  it  was  the  misfor- 
ture  of  his  mother,  by  the  loss  of  her  husband,  to 
be  reduced  to  a  situation  of  difficulty  and  distress. 
Her  son,  with  a  filial  devotion  which  invariably 
distinguished  him,  immediately  appropriated  a 
portion  of  his  pay  to  the  support  of  his  parent  and 
her  then  unprovided  youneer  children.  This  sa- 
cred annuity  was  paid  with  the  most  exact  punc- 
tuality, until  the  death  of  her  son.  On  the  cir- 
cumstances of  his  death  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell. 
They  belon^^  to  a  mournful  portion  of  our  history. 
It  is  enough  for  my  purpose,  to  say,  that  he  died 
in  your  service,  in  the  performance  of  duties  which 
you  confided  to  him ;  and  if  he  had  not  been  com- 
missioned to  bear  your  flag  to  a  distant  and  insa- 
lubrious clime,  it  is  not  probable  that  you  would 
now  be  discussing  this  subject. 


967 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBSS. 


968 


H.  OF  R. 


Rdief  of  Sarah  Perry. 


Jamdart,  1824. 


This  pecuniary  loss  you  are  bound  to  make  xtp 
to  his  mother,  on  every  principle  of  justice,  laying 
aside^  ahogetner,  the  considerations  of  gratitude. 
Nor  is  the  force  of  this  claim  in  any  decree  im* 
paired  by  the  fact  of  his  not  having  died  in  bat- 
tle. Your  Government  sent  him,  in  the  month  of 
August,  to  the  pestilential  banks  of  the  Oronoco, 
in  tne  performance  of  important  naval  and  diplo- 
matic functions,  where  he  encountered  perils 
greater  and  far  more  loathsome  than  the  hostility 
of  the  enemies  of  his  country.  These  claims  of 
his  thrice  widowed  mother  ought  not  to  be  de- 
stroyed, because  her  gallant  son  yielded  up  his 
spirit  to  the  ravages  of  an  odious  disease,  unso- 
laced  by  those  consolations  which  wojld  have 
soothed  his  last  pang,  if  he  had  died  in  the  battles 
of  his  country. 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  the  events  posterior  to  the 
deaih  of  Commodore  Perry,  which  have  a  direct 
relation  to  the  impulse  which  was  given  to  public 
opinion,  as  to  the  solemn  obligation  which  rested 
on  his  country  to  make  provision  for  the  surviving 
objects  of  his  solicitude  and  affection.  It  is  one 
of  the  few  events  of  my  life,  of  which  I  have  just 
occasion  to  be  proud,  that,  in  the  Legislature  of 
my  native  State,  in  December,  1819, 1  moved  a 
series  of  resolutions,  requesting  our  delegation 
warmly  to  co-operate  in  any  measures  that  might 
be  introduced  in  Congress,  calculated  to  testify 
the  gratitude  of  the  country  to  the  memory  of 
Commodore  Perry.  These  resolutions,  having  a 
direct  reference  to  the  subject  before  you,  were 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  a 
State  second  to  none  in  its  ardent  devotion  to  a 
stem,  orthodox  republican  creed.  The  most  pro- 
pitious circumstance  attending  this  impulse  from 
South  Carolina  was,  that  the  measure  was  in  con- 
temporary accord  with  the  views  of  a  gentleman 
(Mr.  Randolph)  now  on  this  floor,  who,  to  an 
object  so  patriotic,  pure,  and  grateful,  lent  the 
persuasive  energy  of  nis  eloquence.  This  {gentle- 
man induced  the  House  to  adopt  a  resolution  for 
the  appointment  of  a  select  committee,  to  whom 
was  confided  the  duty  of  inquiring  what  provision, 
comporting  with  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  it 
behooved  Congress  to  make  for  the  family  of  Com- 
modore Perry.  To  one,  now  no  more,  (my  la- 
mented predecessor,)  who  was  a  member  of  this 
committee,  the  virtues  of  whose  noble  heart  were 
enthusiastically  devoted  to  the  soljects  of  its  la- 
bors, I  am  indebted,  for  a  knowledge  of  the  prin- 
ciple by  which  the  committee  were  governed,  in 
reporting  the  bill  on  this  subject,  on  the  28th  of 
February,  1820.  This  committee,  justly  regard- 
ing the  great  and  eminent  services  of  Commodore 
Perry,  and  the  indigent  situation  in  which  he  had 
leit  his  mother,  and  immediate  family,  thought  it 
would  not  be  going  beyond  the  gratitude  of  the 
country,  and  the  wants  of  the  individuals  to  be 
relieved,  that  one-half  of  his  full  pay  and  emolu- 
ments as  a  post  captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  should  be  divided  between  them  during 
certain  periods,  and  on  certain  contingencies.  The 
Terjr  first  clause  id  this  bill  made  a  separate  and 
distinct  provision  for  his  mother,  precisely  to  the 
amount  of  the  pecuniary  allowance  of  the  bill  on 


your  table.  When,  however,  this  measure  wafr 
to  be  acted  upon,  some  of  its  friends,  from  a  fear 
lest  the  whole  bill  might  be  lost,  in  contending 
for  too  much,  consented  to  the  erasure  of  this  inosf 
pious  and  beautiful  feature  in  the  bill ;  one,  the 
most  strongly  indicative  of  the  feeling  and  con- 
siderate gratitude  of  the  country.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ranoolph,)  who  was  chair- 
man of  this  committee,  yielded  to  this  alteration, 
more,  I  have  understood,  from  considerations  of 
policy,  than  from  a  conviction  of  its  propriety. 
{Mr.  Randolph  here  said  that  he  assured  the  gen- 
tleman from  Sooth  Carolina  that  he  bad  never 
yielded  this  point.]  I  feel  myself  strengthened  by 
the  declaration  of  the  eentleman,  and  that  I  am 
authorized  to  say  that  be  has  never  surrendered 
his  opinion  that  the  mother  of  your  hero  has  yet 
an  uncancelled  claim  on  your  gratitude  and  jus- 
tice. I  feel  that  I  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the 
opinions  of  this  gentleman ;  for  among  those  who 
have  been  distinguished  in  the  parliamentary  his- 
tory of  your  country,  he  is  the  last  man  who  can 
be  accused  of  ever  naving  advocated  a  wasteful 
and  unnecessary  expenditure  of  your  treasure. 

I  have  preferred,  sir,  in  the  narrative  I  have 
given  you,  even  the.risk  of  being  tediously  minute, 
rather  than  that  a  single  circumstance  should  be 
omitted,  calculated  to  give  you  a  full  view  of  Mrs. 
Perry's  situation.  Her  claim  now  recurs  with  all 
its  original  force,  and  may  be  said  to  carry  a 
species  of  moral  interest  from  its  postponement. 

Let  us  now  inquire  whether  this  claim  does  not 
come  fully  within  the  scope  of  the  principle  with 
which  I  set  out.  Does  not  this  lady  stand  in  the 
light  of  a  benefactress  to  her  country  ?  Did  she 
not  nourish,  at  her  bosom,  a  man  who  did  you  a 
vast  and  countless  service?  Did  she  not  instil 
into  his  soul  those  moral  elements  which  fitted 
him  for  conquest — that  longing  after  immortali- 
ty— that  shining  and  transcendent  valor — ^that  re- 
fined and  exalted  chivalry,  which  give  an  inde- 
scribable charm  to  his  whole  character? 

1  fear,  sir,  if  these  questions  are  answered  coldly, 
even  in  the  affirmative,  amidst  the  agitation  of 
many  topics,  odious  in  their  character,  and  perni- 
cious in  their  discussion,  we  have  forgotten  a  part 
of  what  we  owe  to  the  hero  of  Lake  Eric.  Is  it 
an  unreasonable  trespass  upon  your  time  to  ask 
you  to  go  back  with  me  for  one  moment  to  that  pe- 
riod when  the  victory  of  the  10th  of  September 
flashed  from  one  end  of  this  Union  to  the  other^ 
with  a  bright  and  cheering  lustre,  chasing  back 
to  the  regions  of  eternal  night  the  clouds  and 
darkness  which  once  seemed  to  have  rested  on 
your  destiny,  and,  in  the  light  of  its  glory,  giving 
new  ardor  to  valor,  fresh  hopes  and  confidence  to 
patriotism  ?  There  was  not  a  heart,  among  seven 
millions  of  freemen,  amidst  all  the  distractions  of 
party,  to  which  ^t  did  not  bring  gladness  and  ex* 
ultation :  for  the  victory  was  perfect  in  its  kind. 
It  was  complete,  to  entire,  sweeping  and  over- 
wheimiuff  subjugation.  It  gave  security  to  fif- 
teen hundred  miles  of  your  frontier,  and  the  blow 
which  went  home  to  the  pride  of  your  foe,  pal- 
sied the  uplifted  arm  of  his  savage  ally,  and  the 
tomahawk  fell  harmless  to  the  earth.    Amidst 
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these  erents,  yonr  hero  stands  forth  in  high  and 
resplendent  relief.  Bat  let  me  not  spoil  the  moral 
grandeur  of  a  scene  which  belongs,  by  the  joint 
destiny  of  glory  and  genius,  to  the  pencil  of  some 
liiture  artist  who  shall  be  worthy  of  his  theme,  in 
feeling,  in  full  force,  all  its  matchless  sublimity. 
Let  his  canrass,  then,  breathe  with  all  the  ani- 
mations of  life,  and  glories  of  art.  To  him  be 
confided  the  task  of  representing  your  hero  in  the 
midst  of  a  carnage  unezampled  in  the  annals  of 
modern  warfare,  carrying  victoriously  the  tactics 
of  Rodney  to  a  dazzling  excess,  never  contem- 
plated by  that  hardy  veteran  in  the  intensity  of 
his  valor. 

There  are,  Mr.  Chairman,  some  posthumous 
claims  of  gratitude  which  survive  the  individual, 
and  remain  on  this  side  of  the  grave.  It  is  when 
the  object  of  our  grathude  is  removed  beyond  the 
reach  of  our  kindness,  that  the  just  and  enlight- 
ened instinct  of  this  noblest  sentiment  of  our  na- 
ture induces  us  to  go  forth  and  seek  for  those"  our 
benefoctor  loved  ^t,  and  on  them  to  lavish  the 
tributes  of  this  consecrated  obligation.  No  stone, 
erected  bj  his  country,  marks  even  the  spot  where 
the  remains  of  our  gallant  countryman  are  mould- 
ering into  ^  a  cold  clod  of  the  valley ;"  but  this 
pittance,  poor  as  it  is,  which  is  asked  for  his 
parent,  will  be  more  consoling  to  his  manes  than 
monamental  glories,  in  which  the  genius  of  Chan- 
try and  Canova  might  contend  for  mastory. 
Death  has  not  paid  the  obligations  of  gratitude 
you  owe  your  hero.  They  survive  in  the  person 
of  the  venerable  bein^  who  ^ve  him  birth.  The 
force  of  this  truth  it  is  in  vain  for  you  to  escape. 
It  is  bat  a  cold  and  heartless  sophistry,  which  at- 
tempts to  discriminate  between  the  gratitude  of  a 
countr^r  or  government,  and  that  which  becomes 
an  individual.  They  are  obligations  of  equiva- 
lent authority,  and  rest  upon  the  soundness  of  the 
^me  principle. 

Let  us  now,  sir,  inquire,  whether  the  proposed 
annuitv  of  three  hundred  dollars  to  Mrs.  Perry  is 
not  fully  within  that  fnigality  which  ought  to 
gorem  our  bounty.  Does  this  sum  allow  for  any 
thing  more  than  the  absolute  sustenance  of  life  1 
Do  you  give,  in  such  an  amount,  one  farthing  to 
pride  or  luxury  ?  Let  me  next  ask,  whether  the 
payment  of  this  sum  is  within  your  ability  1  On 
this  point  I  am  admonished  into  silence  by  the 
ridicule  which  would  await  such  a  discussion. 
Nor  will  I  permit  you  to  plead  economy,  when  I 
see  so  little  of  it  employed  in  matters  wnich  have 
a  personal  reference  to  yourselves,  and  in  objects 
over  which  we  have  a  airect  control.  The  testi- 
monies of  your  extra va^nee  are  about  me.  The 
cost  of  one  of  those  columns  which  uphold  the 
dome  of  this  cheerless  waste  of  magnificence, 
would  provide  a  fund,  the  interest  of  which  woula 
support  the  parent  of  our  hero  during  the  remnant 
of  her  life;  and  all  the  expense  of  the  proposed 
annuity  woul^  twice  over  be  paid,  during  its  ut- 
most duration,  from  the  amount  which  we  an- 
nually pay  out  of  the  public  Treasury  for  news- 
papers. t*recedents  of  self-gratification^  it  seems, 
are  never  dangerous.  But,  in  bestowing  a  pit- 
tance on  the  mother  of  your  gallant  benefactor, 


there  may  be  something  superlatively  perilous  in 
the  example. '  Let  me  not  be  told  that  you  have 
already  done  enough  in  providing  for  the  widow 
and  children  of  Commodore  Perry.  I  say,  in  this 
you  have  done  nobly ;  but  something  yet  remains 
to  complete  your  bienefaction,  to  which  you  are 
urged  by  the  strongest  claims :  for  the  situation  of 
his  mother  is  equally  as  exigent,  to  say  the  least 
of  itj  as  that  of  his  wife  and  children ;  and  the 
relations  of  the  one,  to  the  object  of  your  grati- 
tude, are  quite  as  proximate  as  those  of  the  other. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  I  have  but  one  more  topic 
on  which  it  is  indispensably  necessary  to  say  a 
word ;  and  that  is,  as  to  the  wants  of  Mrs.  Perry. 
On  this  point,  I  can  assure  those  who  would 
never  dispense  your  bounty  except  in  cases  of  ab- 
solute necessity,  that  she  is  quite  poor  enouj^  to 
satisfy  all  their  scruples.  But  I  do  not  think  it 
becomes  either  the  occasion,  or  the  memory  of  the 
individual  to  whom  this  donation  to  his  mother 
would  be  a  precious  tribute,  to  institute  a  sort  of 
commission  of  pauperism  to  ascertain  the  precise 
condition  of  her  poverty.  I  will  not  inVade  the 
sanctuary  of  her  domestic  fireside,  or  insult  her 
misfortunes  at  the  price  of  your  favor.  Nor  will 
I  pronounce  so  great  a  libel  on  her  surviving  chil- 
dren, however  slender  may  be  their  means,  as  to 
insinuate  that  she  must  starve,  but  for  the  inter* 
position  of  your  bounty. 

Sir,  an  enlightened  gratitude,  ffovemed  by  a 
frugal  bestowment  of  public  rewards,  in  a  manner 
consonant  both  to  the  purposes  of  justice  and  hu- 
manity, is  one  of  the  eminent  duties  which  a  Re- 
public has  to  perform  towards  those  who  have 
been  a  blessing  and  honor  to  their  country.  I  am 
happy  to  avail  myself  of  the  authority  of  a  great 
man,  who  looked  far  into  the  philosophy  of  human 
things,  and  had  the  most  impressive  mode  of  illus- 
trating them :  '^  No  man,"  says  he, ''  knows,  when 
^  he  cuts  oflf  the  incitements  to  a  virtuous  ambition, 
*  and  the  just  rewards  of  public  service,  what  infi- 
^  nite  mischief  he  may  do  his  country,  through  all 
'  generations.  Such  saving  to  the  public  may 
<  prove  the  worst  mode  of  robbing  it."  I  shall  be 
told,  probably,  that  the  fame  of  great  achieve- 
ments is  a  part  of  their  just  reward.  This  is  true, 
and  true  to  an  extent  which  I  am  happy  to  allow. 
Over  this  the  niggardly  grasp  of  contemporary  in- 
justice has  no  power ;  for  it  may  be  said  of  these 
achievements,  as  it  has  been  beautifully  said,  in  ref- 
erence to  another  subject,  that  their '^  price  is  im- 
mortality, and  posterity  will  pay  it."  Something 
may  be  urged  as  to  the  danger  of  the  precedent^ 
should  yon  grant  this  annuity  to  Mrs.  rerry.  In 
therefore,  you  are  fearful  that  an  individual  act  of 
benevolence,  gratitude,  and  justice,  should  have 
the  authority  of  a  dangerous  general  rule,  let  it 
now  be  distinctly  understood,  that  this  lady  re- 
ceives this  donation  because  she  is  the  mother  of 
that  hero  who  captured  for  you  an  entire  fleet. 
Thus  modified,  I  confess  Lsee  no  great  danger  ia 
the  precedent.  I  should  presume  the  oftener  it 
could.be  successfully  quoted  for  your  consideration, 
the  better  it  would  be  for  your  fortunes,  more  es- 
pecially in  time  of  war.  But,  if  you  desire  to  ex- 
clude altogether  the  use  of  the  precedent,  by  a  spe- 
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cies  of  physical  as  well  as  moral  necessity^  then 
say  at  once  that  you  give  this  pittance'  because  her 
son  defeated  the  enemy  of  his  country  in  the  first 
regular  fleet  engagement  which  we  ever  fought, 
and  the  case  stands  alone,  and  must  do  so,  to  the 
end  of  time.  But  I  feel  that  this  anticipated  cav- 
illing is  unworthy  of  my  subject.  I  make  my  ap- 
peal at  once  to  higher  considerations  than  those 
connected  with  this  mere  special  pleading. 

There  is,  sir,  a  mournful  vicissitude  in  the  con- 
cerns of  this  world.  I  recollect  that,  soon  after 
this  Hall  began  to  be  raised  from  the  ruin  in 
which  the  vandalism  of  our  enemv  had  involved 
it,  in  walking  around  its  then  naked  walls,  with 
the  lamented  Perry,  in  the  partial  fondness  of  his 
friendship,  he  was  pleased  to  express  a  belief,  that 
I  would  one  day  have  the  privilege  of  being  heard 
on  this  floor.  How  little  did  I  think  that  the  first 
word  I  was  destined  to  utter,  in  this  place,  would 
be  in  preferring  a  petition  for  bread,  in  behalf  of 
his  unfortunate  narent,  struck  down  and  impover- 
ished bv  that  calamity  which  has  filled  his  coun- 
try with  sadness  and  dismay.  But,  if  she  is  fated 
to  be  repulsed  in  this  application  to  your  charity, 
or  justice,  call  it  what  you  will,  I  shall  feel  that 
something  yet  is  to  be  added  to  this  melancholy 
incident,  to  complete  its  moral.  That  {he  cup  of 
sorrow  has  not  yet  been  emptied  of  its  last  drop. 
If,  by  your  vote,  you  are  about  to  tell  her  to  knock 
at  that  door,  but  to  ^o  elsewhere  for  bread,  I  trust 
in  God  that  the  spirits  of  the  blessed,  by  his  mer^ 
ciful  providence,  are  kept  in  blissful  ignorance  of 
the  strife  and  vanities  of  this  wretched  sphere: 
that,  between  us  and  those  bright  mansions  of 
eternal  rest,  there  is  the  thick  vale  and  shadow  of 
death^  which  no  human  voice  can  pierce;  and 
that  It  is  not  permitted  to  my  gallant  friend  to 
witness  this  humble  efibrt  which  I  have  made  for 
his  bereaved  parent — this  poor  tribute  which  I 
have  flung  upon  his  grave. 

Mr.  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  did  not  rise 
with  the  hope  of  emulating  the  thrilling  and  per- 
suasive eloquence  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  He  was  far,  very  far,  from  pro- 
nosing  to  himself,  an  efibrt  so  vain,  so  unavailing. 
It  would  be  his  endeavor  to  |>resent  to  the  Com- 
n^ittee  a  few  plain  considerations,  proving,  as  he 
conceived,  that  the  provision  contemplated  by  this 
bill  was  strictly  compatible  with  the  established 

Practice  and  the  sound  policy  of  the  Government, 
shall  assume,  said  he,  as  the  foundation  of  the 
reniarks  I  intend  to  submit,  that  the  principle  on 
which  the  present  application  rests,  has  been  al- 
ready settled  in  the  act  passed  by  a  former  Con- 
gress, making  provision  tor  the  wife  and  children 
of  the  lamented  Perry.  What  was  the  induce- 
ment to  the  passage  ot  that  act  1  Was  it  not  be> 
cause  the  deceased  hero  was  endeared  to  the  nation 
by  his  eminent  services;  and  because,  by  his  un- 
timely death,  his  wife  and  his  little  ones,  the  prin- 
cipal sufierers  by  an  affliction  which  covered  our 
land  with  mourning,  were  deprived  of  the  means 
of  decent  subsistence  1  Why  should  the  aged  and 
venerable  mother  of  the  deceased  be  excluded 
ttom  the  benefit  of  a  similar  provision?  Was 
she  less  de^ly  afieetedji>y  the  tidmga  of  his  death  1 


Who  can  adequately  conceive  the  angnish  of  a 
mother  who  mourns  for  her  first  bom  1    Must  she 
be  excluded  because  she  was  not  the  object  of  his 
tender  regard,  as  well  as  his  wife  and  his  children^ 
or  because  the  obligation  on  his  part  to  maintain 
her  in  decency  and  comfort  was  less  sacred,  ies 
imperishable  ?    The  tie  which  binds  the  pareot  to 
the  child,  and  the  child  to  the  parent,  as  it  is  the 
eldest,  so  it  is,  also,  the  latest  of  human  obliga- 
tions.   The  sentiment  which  draws  a  son  to  a 
virtuous  and  exemplary  mother,  to  whom  he  owes 
an  immense  debt  of  gratitude  and  duty,  coostitates 
one  of  the  noblest  and  most  refined  affections  of 
the  human  heart.    It  begins  with  his  being-4)e 
is  nourished  by  her  strength — "from  lips  that  he 
loves"  he  learns  the  lessons  of  trath,  of  wisdoin, 
and  sincerity ;  and  by  her  plastic  hand,  whilst  his 
heart  is  yet  soft  and  ductile,  he  is  nioulded  to  rir- 
tue,  to  manliness,  and  patriotismu     Tell  me  not  of 
the  influence  of  learnmg  and  philosophy ;  or  of 
the  acknowledged  anthority  of  paternal  example. 
These  are  indeed  essential :  they  are  capable  of 
doing  much.    But,  all  these  will  be  insafficient  to 
make  any  man  great,  if  the  proper,  the  indispen- 
sable foundation  be  not  laid  in  the  nursery.    I  ap- 
peal to  every  honorable  gentleman  to  recollect  the 
infinite  benefits  he  derives  from  the  loveliest,  the 
best,  and  most  virtuous  half  of  onr  species,  and 
then  to  say,  if  he  can,  that  the  pictore  I  have  at- 
tempted to  delineate  is  exaggerated.    We  have 
heard  repeated  allusions  to  the  brilliant  acbier^ 
ments  and  wonder-working  example  of  the  hero 
of  Lake  Erie.    Has  it  never  occurred  to  the  Com- 
mittee, that  to  the  early  training  and  correct  dis- 
cipline of  the  venerable  lady  whose  name  has  been 
so  often  mentioned,  he  was  indebted  for  the  infu- 
sion of  those  principles,  which  bore  him  upwards 
in  the  path  of  life;  and  finallv  rendered  his  own 
name  illustrious,  and  covered  the  annals  of  his 
country  with  a  flood  of  glory! 
As  to  the  propriety  of  granting  rdief  in  ths 

E articular  case,  (the  principle  having  been  settled 
y  the  former  act,)  it  appears  to  me  there  can  be 
no  doubt.  The  evidence  on  our  table  exhibits  a 
case  of  extreme  distress.  The  mother  of  Perrf 
was  in  reality  one  of  his  family.  That  manlf 
son  regularly  appropriated  a  portion  of  his  owa 
income  to  the  support  of  his  aged  and  infirm 
mother.  That  son  is  now  no  more ;  that  appro- 
priation is  now  withdrawn.  The  nation  has 
adopted  his  beloved  wife  and  children  as  the  ob- 
jects of  their  peculiar  care,  because  they  were  de- 
pendent upon  htm  for  the  means  of  subsistence. 
His  mother  was  equally  dependent  on  him.  The 
example  of  the  son  strongly  indicates  to  the  nation 
the  propriety  of  extending  to  her  that  assisunce 
which  she  has  lost  by  his  death.  The  principle 
which  is  asserted  hj  this  bill  is  not  assailaUe  on 
the  score  of  profusion ;  it  addresses  itself  to  the 
justice  of  the  nation.  I  am  greatly  mistaken  if  i^ 
is  not  founded  in  magnanimous  and  long-sighted 
economy.  Convince  the  brave  man  who  goes  forth 
to  battle  that  his  country  will  step  in  to  the  relief 
of  those  who  are  left  destitute  by  his  death,  and 
his  soul  rises  superior  to  all  the  dangers  that  sur- 
round  him*    Cony ince  him  that  the  dear  objects 
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of  his  afiections  will  be  cherished  and  provided 
for  by  that  Government  for  whose  principles  he 
is  about  to  offer  up  his  life,  and  you  render  him 
ioTincible.  As  a  general  principle,  it  seems  to 
me,  no  position  can  l>e  more  defensible;  and  I 
can  as  yet  perceive  no  good  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  applied  to  the  case  now  under  considera- 
lioD. 

Mr.  WicKLippEj  of  Kentucky,  being  so  unfor- 
tunate as  to  dififer  in  opinion  from  the  gentlemen 
who  had  addressed  the  House  in  favor  of  this 
bill,  by  way  of  trying  the  strength  of  the  House 
OQ  the  subiect,  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill,  (in  effect  to  reject  it.)  Mr.  W. 
said,  he  felt,  and  sensibly  felt,  the  force  of  the  re- 
marks which  had  been  so  eloquently  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  on  the  subject, 
touoded  on  the  merits  of  the  hero  whose  mother 
was  to  be  benefited  by  this  bill.  No  one,  he  said, 
felt  more  sensibly  than  himself  the  obligations  of 
the  principle  of  gratitude,  and  on  all  occasions,  as 
an  individual,  and  in  public  life,  he  would  ac- 
knowledge them ;  and  it  was  with  extreme  regret 
that  this  individual  case  should  be  the  first  pre- 
sented to  him  here,  in  which  he  found  himself 
bound  to  yield  to  imperious  duty  the  dictates  of 
mere  feeling.  It  was  not  a  belief  that  the  present 
applicant  for  the  bounty  of  Congress  was  un- 
deserTing—not  a  disagreement  in  the  sentiments 
as  to  her  situation,  which  had  been  expressed  by 
the  two  gentlemen  who  had  spoken,  that  induced 
him  to  make  this  motion^  but  the  principle  thai  it 
is  dangerous  in  a  republican  Grovernment  to  ex- 
tend the  system  of  pensioning  beyond  the  extent 
already  recognised  by  this  Govern ment,  and  acted 
upon  /or  the  last  forty  years.  I  ask  you,  said  he, 
it  we  begin  thus  to  extend  it,  where  shall  we  stop? 
This  is  a  case  possessing  strong  claims  upon  our 
sympathy,  but  it  is  not  the  only  one  of  the  same 
character.  Is  the  victory  of  Commodore  Perry 
the  only  one  which  has  been  achieved  for  our 
country  ?  And  if  we  are  to  go  on  to  pension  the 
mothers  of  our  distinguished  neroes,  the  pensions 
are  not  less  due  to  the  mothers  of  the  honest  men 
who  carry  knapsacks,  than  to  those  of  the  distin- 
guished individuals  who  lead  them  into  action, 
ohall  we  extend  the  bounty  of  the  Government 
to  the  mothers  of  men  who  hold  a  distinguished 
rank  in  society,  and  when  application  is  made  in 
behalf  of  others  who  need  it  more,  and  are  perhaps 
not  less  deserving,  tell  them*  we  can  extend  our 
benevolence  only  to  those  who  died  in  leading 
armies  or  squadrons  to  battle  ?  Shall  I  be  con- 
fined to  any  section  of  this  country  to  point  out 
instances  of  men  who  have  died  in  service,  leaving 
parents  in  an  humble  and  suffering  condition? 
if  we  are  to  adopt  the  principle  of  this  bill  in  any 
case,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  should  be  for  going  the 
whole;  let  us  pass  a  pension  law  providing  for 
the  support  of  the  widowed  mothers  of  all  our  de- 
ceased heroes.  I  am  not  for  making  these  dis- 
tinctions. Mr.  W.  said  he  did  not,  by  his  motion, 
design  to  express  sentiments  contrary  to  those 
which  had  been  so  feelingly  expressed  on  this  oc- 
casion, respecting  the  late  Commodore  Perry,  be- 
cause they  were  the  sentiments  of  the  nation,  and 


we  are  all  bound  to  acknowledge  them,  but  to 
protest  against  a  system,  the  extension  of  which 
must  in  time  lotfd  the  nation  with  a  pension  list 
beyond  its  means  to  support. 

Mr.  Cady,  of  New  York,  said  that  when  this 
bill  was  brought  up  before  tne  Committee,  he  did 
hope  that  it  would  pass  by  a  unanimous  voter 
He  had  been  one  of  the  committee  who  reported 
it,  and  he  regretted  much  to  hear  the  objections 
which  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down.  For  himself,  he  would  go  as  far 
as  any  man  in  guarding  the  treasury  of  the  coun- 
try from  unreasonable  and  improjper  claims;  but, 
to  the  committee  who  reported  this  bill,  the  pre- 
sent appeared  to  be  a  claim  of  peculiar  character. 
What  we  all  owe  to  the  lamented  dead  no  man 
could  be  ignorant;  the  committee  had  turned 
their  eyes  to  his  aged  mother;  they  found  hes 
naked  and  they  proposed  to  clothe  her;  they  fotmd 
her  hung^ry  and  they  proposed  to  feed  her.  It  had 
been  their  wish  to  smooth,  in  some  small  degree, 
her  downward  path  to  that  bourne  from  whence 
no  traveller  returns.  The  sum  they  thought  to 
give  her  was  indeed  small,  but  they  had  hoped  it 
might  be  sufficient.  She  is  now  subsisting  on 
the  cold  charity  of  the  world  ;  it  was  the  purpose 
of  the  bill  to  rescue  her  from  that  dreary  lot,  and 
let  her  owe  her  subsistence  for  the  few  short  years 
that  remained,  to  the  gratitude  and  liberality  of 
her  country. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  then  rose  and  said,  he 
feared,  after  the  eloquent  appeals  that  had  fallen 
from  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House, 
that  he  should  be  heard  with  apathy,  if  not  worse ; 
but  he  could  not  but  think  thaL  in  the  discussion 
which  the  subject  had  received  from  the  advocates 
of  the  bill,  too  great  a  range  had  been  allowed  to 
feeling,  and  not  quite  enough  to  cool,  dispassion- 
ate judgment.  In  the  internal  policy  of  this  coun- 
try, no  maxim  was  more  fixed  or  more  important 
than  one  which  had  been  well  expressed  by  one  of 
our  own  statesmen,  that  an  extensive  pension  list, 
under  a  free  Republic  was  very  inexpedient.  We 
have  laid  down  on  this  subject  a  principle  to  which 
it  would  be  wise  to  adhere.  When  a  soldier  falls 
in  battle,  or  is  disabled  by  wounds  while  fighting 
for  the  country,  his  widow,  if  he  dies,  or  himself, 
if  he  lives,  shall  receive  support  from  the  funds  of 
the  nation.  But,  when  you  once  leave  this  sim- 
ple and  just  rule  of  proceeding,  where  are  you 
to  stop  ?  It  may,  perhaps,  in  some  cases,  be  ad- 
missible to  provide  a  temporary  aid  for  the  chil- 
dren of  those  who  die  in  the  field,  but  the  idea 
that  the  nation  is  bound  to  support  the  widows, 
children  and  mothers  of  all  who  die  in  its  service, 
is  chimerical  indeed.  And  yet  it  comes  to  this. 
For,  if  the  mothers  of  those  who  die  in  the  Navy 
are  to  be  maintained,  why  not  of  those  who  die 


the  country  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  his  com- 
mander ;  60  that  even  on  the  ground  of  feeling, 
the  reasons  for  the  bill  entirely  fail.  Shall  we 
not  feel  as  much  for  the  poor  man  as  the  rich  ? 
for  the  humble  but  patriotic  soldier,  as  for  bis 
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inore  elevated  compaDion  in  arms  7  Mr.  C.  said 
he  was  in  CoDgress  when  the  bill  for  the  support 
of  the  wife  and  children  of  Commodore  Perry 
passed  the  House.  It  was  known  to  all  who  were 
m  the  House  at  that  time,  that  that  bill  had  been 
advocated  by  two  of  the  most  distinguished  men 
that  ever  sat  in  Congress — one  of  whom,  (Mr. 
LowNOEs,)  now  slum^red  in  the  grave — the  other 
was  yet  a  member  of  the  House.  It  was  to  the 
bursts  of  resistless  eloquence  which  broke  from  the 
lips  now  still  in  death,  that  the  passage  of  that 
bOl  was  chiefly  to  be  attributed ;  it  was  passed  in 
>«  moment  of  enthusiasm ;  the  news  of  the  death 
-of  Commodore  Perry  had  iust  reached  the  House, 
^nd  feelings  were  excited  which  nothing  could 
-control.  But  this  bodv  ought  not  to  be  under  the 
>^vernment  of  mere  feeling  when  about  to  legis- 
ute ;  it  must  bridle  its  passions,  and  give  reason 
opportunity  to  be  heard.  Some  uniform  rule 
ought  to  be  established.  Already  the  pension  list 
of  this  young  country  is  swelled  to  more  than  two 
millions.  In  fifty  years,  asked  Mr.  C,  if  we  pro- 
ceed as  we  have  done,  what  will  it  be  ?  He  was 
seriously  affected  by  the  precedent  it  was  now 
proposed  to  set.  Mrs.  Perry  might  be  much  dis- 
tressed, and  it  was  not  disputed  that  her  son  had 
covered  his  country  with  glory.  His  merit  was  un- 
disputed ;  and,  he  would  say,  it  was  unsurpassed, 
too,  by  any  officer  of  his  own  grade.  But  what 
then  ?  He  could  go  over  a  long  list  of  worthies, 
for  whose  families  no  provision  had  been  made. 
There  were,  at  this  hour,  hundreds  of  parents,  to 
whom  the  country  owed  much,  who  were  in  the 
same  circumstances  with  Mrs.  Perry.  One  in- 
stance had  recently  been  quoted  on  that  floor,  the 
case  of  Mrs.  Denny.  The  thing  was  unavoidable. 
It  was  one  of  the  fruits,  the  lamentable  but  ne- 
cessary, fruits  of  war,  in  all  ages  and  countries. 

Mr.  McDdffie,  of  South  Carolina,  next  took 
the  floor.  He  commenced  his  observations  by 
saying  that  he  should  feel  deep  regret  if,  in  the 
discharge  of  his  public  duty,  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  he  should  ever  find  the  dictates  of  policy 
incompatible  with  the  sentiments  of  gratitude  and 
maxims  of  moral  justice.  But  he  was  gratified 
to  believe  that  that  which  the  heart  of  every  up- 
right and  honorable  man  would  prompt  him  to  do, 
was  that  which  might  be  sustained,  as  the  true 
policy  of  a  Government,  on  the  cool  principles  of 
reason,  and  by  an  appeal  to  the  soundest  dictates 
of  practical  wisdom.  The  present  measure  was 
an  appeal  to  gratitude,  founded  on  the  principles 
of  expediency.  Did  he  not  believe  that  this  bill 
was  rounded  on  considerations  of  the  most  en- 
larged expediency,  he  would  at  once  abandon  the 
bill  as  indefensible.  What,  he  asked,  is  the  ^reat 
object  of  a  Government,  in  relation  to  the  military 
and  naval  service,  on  which  the  honor  and  even 
the  safety  of  the  country  so  much  depend  ?  With- 
out bravery,  military  renown,  heroism,  what  is  a 
nation  1  A  multitude  of  individuals,  little  better 
than  a  rabble.  Without  national  character,  what 
are  we?  Can  too  high  inducements  be  presented 
for  the  achievements  of  valor  which  serve  to  ele- 
Yate>  and  even  constitute  that  character  ?  Can 
such  achievements  be  estimated  by  money  7    They  \ 


cannot.  It  was,  therefore,  he  argued,  the  dictate 
of  sound  polioy  to  pursue  such  a  course  as  would 
foster  the  feeliuffsand  deeds  upon  which  the  hooor 
and  safety  of  the  country  depend. 

Against  these  sound  and  self-evident  views  of 
national  policy,  views  that  were  founded  in  the 
nature  of  maiu  what  were  the  arguments  orgedl 
The  dan^r  of  the  precedent:  if  we  pass  this  bill, 
it  was  said,  we  must,  in  justice,  allow  all  similir 
claims,  and  where  will  it  stop  ?  To  this  aigo- 
ment,  Mr.  McD.  said,  he  had  a  short  answer. 
Let  ail  claims  of  equal  force  with  this  claim  be 
allowed  in  their  fullest  extent,  That  couAtrj, 
said  Mr.  McD.,  cannot  be  poor,  which  has  masy 
such  claims  to  satisfy;  rich,  indeed,  is  that  natioa 
whose  treasury  is  in  danger  of  empoverishmeotby 
claims  like  this.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
has  said  that  if  we  extend  aid  to  the  aged  parents 
of  our  officers,  we  are  also  bound  to  do  the  same 
for  our  common  soldiers.  I  do  not,  said  Mr.  Mc- 
D.,  admit  that  position.  This  claim  rests  not 
simply  on  the  fact  of  Mrs.  Perry  being  the  mother 
of  Commodore  Perry,  but  on  the  additional  idea 
that  she  stood  to  him,  when  living,  in  the  relatioa 
of  a  dependant  on  him  for  support:  his  bounty  fed 
her.  iVhen  he  died,  another  son  assumed  the 
pious  task :  of  his  fate  none  of  us  are  ignorant;  be 
magnanimously  sacrificed  his  life  in  an  effort  to 
save  his  comrade,  and  with  his  life  her  support 
was  cut  ofi*.  Replying  to  another  part  of  Mr. 
Cobb's  argument  Mr.  McD.  went  on  to  say. 
there  is  a  broad  distinction  between  the  case  of  a 
high-spirited  and  distinguished  officer  and  that  of 
a  common  soldier.  The  latter  has  duties  of  a  far 
inferior  kind,  and  is  induced,  in  most  cases,  to 
enter  on  their  performance  from  mercenary  mo- 
tives— he  enters  the  service  for  his  daily  bread. 
Not  so  the  officer.  He  chooses  the  profession  for 
its  own  sake,  and  is  tempted  to  the  choice  by  tie 
love  of  fame.  The  duties  of  a  common  soldier 
are  performed  if  he  fights  bravely,  stands  at  his 
post,  and  obeys  orders;  whilst  the  duties  of  the 
officer  are  of  the  most  arduous  character  and  of 
the  highest  national  importance.  And  when  t 
nation  has  in  its  service  hiffh- minded  and  chival- 
rous officers,  it  is  her  soundest  policy  to  sec  them 
free  from  pecuniary  anxiety.  Mr.  McD.  said  he 
could  see  no  danger  in  the  precedent,  in  this  case. 
The  services  of  the  son,  and  the  strict  and  entire 
dependence  of  the  mother,  formed  a  peculiariry  in 
the  case  which  prevented  that  danger.  The  mo- 
ther was,  in  this  respect,  in  the  place  of  one  of  the 
children  of  the  officer.  To  them  the  coontry  be- 
comes a  father — why  should  it  not  become  to  her 
as  a  son  ?  The  extension  of  the  pension  li^  by 
cases  of  parents  in  such  circumstances,  was  not  to 
be  apprehended.  The  lady  contemplated  by  this 
bill  is  far  advanced  in  years — ^the  pension,  if 
ffranted,  cannot  long  continue — the  subject  of  it» 
bounty  must  soon  sleep  in  the  grave.  It  ^^ 
more  safe  to  provide  for  the  parents  than  for  the 
children  of  our  defenders;  their  cumber  could 
never  be  formidable,  nor  the  duration  of  their  pen- 
sions long.  He  had  said  that  there  would  be  oo 
daneer  in  granting  this  aid — he  would  add,  there 
woiiud  be  danger  in  refusing  it.     It  had  been 
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Che  backoefed  reproach  against  republics  that 
tiiey  are  UBgrateAii  \  for  himself,  he  believed  the 
charge  was  a  false  one,  and  he  called  on  the  House 
to  prore  that  it  was  false.  Republics  ungrateful  ? 
k  country  dependent  for  its  safety,  for  its  rery  ex- 
istence, on  the  senrices  of  its  citizens,  ungrateful 
for  tbem?  A  republic  was  the  last  gorernment 
:hat  ooght  to  cherish  ingratitude;  nor  did  he  be- 
ieve  that  a  fair  ezaminatioii  of  antiquity  would 
ihow  such  to  be  the  foct:  but,  granting  it  was  so, 
Nt  were  only  the  more  imperiously  caued  upon  to 
epel  such  an  imputation  in  our  own  case — to 
each  the  world  that  a  republic  can  as  justly  ap- 
)reciate,  and  as  liberally  reward,  the  devotion  of 
[allant  men  to  the  public  service  as  the  most  des- 
K>tic  governments  of  the  Old  World.  I  should, 
aid  Mr.  McD.,  have  my  affections  for  a  repub- 
ican  government  much  impaired,  if,  in  its  main- 
enance,  we  must  disregard  the  feelings  of  honor 
nd  the  dictates  of  gratitude;  but  it  is  not  so; 
very  dictate  of  enlightened  policy  is  in  direct  op- 
osition  to  the  sentiment.  It  cannot  be  unwise  to 
0  what  the  feelings  of  an  honest  and  honorable 
3an  tell  him  he  ought  to  do.  Sitting  in  this 
louse,  said  he,  we  represent  the  people  of  the 
Jnited  States ;  and  I  trust  we  shall  not  dishonor 
lem.  Need  I  ask,  if  this  claim  was  presented  to 
or  constituents,  what  they  would  do?  Suppose 
ley  were  told  that  the  services  on  which  it  rests 
rere  rendered  to  the  nation  when  it  was  contend- 
2g  at  a  fearful  odds  with  a  hardy,  powerful,  and 
eteran  eneniy — ^when  its  spirits  were  sunk  to  the 
)west  point  of  depression^  and  every  heart  that 
;?ed  it  was  oppressed  with  despondent  forebo- 
iDg—that  it  was  at  that  moment  that  this  hero 
^claimed  her  from  degradation,  and  poured  a 
de  of  ezhilaratiag  joy  from  one  extremity  of  the 
DODtry  #the  other;  that  he  afterwards  went,  in 
le  discbarge  of  public  duty,  into  all  the  dangers 
fa  sickly  dime,  where  he  perished.  They  would 
rn  their  eyes  to  his  mother,  aged  and  tremulous^ 
id  tottering  over  the  verge  of  the  ffrave,  ano 
ey  would  consider  that  this  bill  asks  but  for 
ree  hundred  dollars  a  year  to  feed  her,  and  to 
othe  her  helpless  age.  Would  they  refuse  to 
re  it  ?  To  say  ao  is  to  insult  the  American  peo- 
&— it  is  to  offer  outrage  to  the  feelings  of  man. 
or  himself,  he  was  persuaded  that,  in  all  cases, 
eiing  and  honor  were  the  best  defence  against 
l^e  doctrine.  We  delude  ourselves  by  sophisti- 
^iog,  said  Mr.  McD.  We  are  drawn  into  error 
'  adverting  to  the  experience  of  other  nations, 
entlemen  had  urged  the  overgrown  pension  list 
Britain :  but  it  was  a  false  course  of  analogy 
reason  from  the  state  of  old  European  nations  to 
r  own  circumstances,  which  were  so  widely  dif- 
^ent.  Poverty  was  not  there  the  ground  ot  pen- 
inary  grants — so  far  from  it,  that  they  were  every 
y  bestowed  on  persons  rolling  in  wealth  and  lux- 
y  because  they  happened  to  h%  related  to  those  in 
wer.  With  us  it  is  far  otherwise.  Do  gentle- 
eo  suppose  that  because  we  give  in  a  peculiar 
d  strongly  marked  case,  we  must,  therefore,  be 
destitute  of  discretion  as  to  have  no  power  to 
»p?  Have  we  not  reason  to  guide  us?  Surely 
•  are  rational  beings,  and  we  are  able  to  atop 


when  we  judge  it  proper  to  do  so.  Will  gentle- 
men say  to  this  House,  "  Don't  do  right  to  day, 
lest  you  should  do  wrong  to-morrow?"    In  the 

{^resent  case,  feelinff  and  reason  concur  to  estab- 
ish  the  justice  of  the  claim,  and  he  called  upon 
the  House  not  to  violate  both  by  refusing  this  pit- 
tance to  a  poor,  aged,  dependent  woman. 

Mr.  A.  STEVBifaoii,  of  Virginia,  next  addressed 
the  Committee ;  he  had  no  intention,  he  said«  when 
he  came  to  the  House,  of  participating  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  question ;  the  delmte  had,  however, 
assumed  such  an  interesting  character,  that  he  felt 
himself  urged  by  considerations  of  duty  and  feel- 
ing to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Comniittee  for  a 
few  moments.  Mr.  S.  said  he  had  not  anticipated 
any  serious  opposition  to  the  bill ;  he  had  hoped 
it  would  have  passed  unanimously,  and  that  the 
House  (besides  performing  a  sacred  duty)  would 
have  been  enabled,  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
application  was  met,  to  have  soothed,  in  some 
measure,  the  afflictions  and  sorrow  of  this  venera- 
ble lady,  for  the  loss  of  her  gallant  son.  He  re- 
gretted that  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia  and  Ken- 
tucky should  have  felt  it  necessary,  in  the  dis- 
chaige  of  their  duty,  to  oppose  this  bill,  and  that 
regret  was  occasioned  by  the  character  of  their 
opposition.  The  Committee  had  been  told  that 
the  precedent  which  they  were  about  to  set,  in 
passing  this  bill,  was  one  of  alarming  and  dan- 
gerous character  I  That  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment demanded  its  rejection,  and  that  there 
would  be  no  limit  to  applications  upon  our  bounty. 
Mr.  S.  denied  that  this  would  be  the  case — this 
was  not  an  application  to  the  bounty  of  the  Gk>v- 
emment ;  nor  was  it  an  application  to  the  cold- 
handed  charity  or  generosity  of  the  House.  It 
was  an  appeal  to  the  justice  and  gratitude  of  the 
nation  1  m  there  could  not,  he  said,  under  Hea« 
ven,  be  a  more  just  claim  than  that  which  was 
presented  by  a  parent  under  the  circumstances  of 
this  case.  6ut  was  the  House  to  be  fettered  by 
rules  and  precedents?  For  his  part,  he  cared  not 
for  precedents.  He  thought  it  was  only  necessary 
to  leave  the  decision  to  the  justice  of  the  House, 
and  that  precedents  might  be  dispensed  with. 
Surely,  gentlemen  were  not  afraid  that  precedents 
for  conferring  honor  and  gratitude  on  distinguished 
merit,  would  become  too  numerous !  Nor  did  he 
regard  the  number  of  applications  which  misht  be 
made.  He  was  prepared  to  give  relief  to  aU  who 
were  entitled  to  the  justice  and  gratitude  of  the 
nation — gratitude  for  services  could  not  be  too 
much  applauded.  The  generosity  of  our  national 
character  was  dear  to  ^he  people,  and  ought  to  be 
cherished  by  their  representatives.  He  would  place 
the  aged  parent,  and  especially  the  mother,  by  the 
side  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan — and  he  would 
do  this,  not  only  in  relation  to  our  gallant  officers, 
but  to  the  humblest  man  who  should  die  in  the 
service  of  the  country.  Mr.  S.  asked  what  prin- 
ciple of  justice,  or  motive  of  policy  was  it  that 
did  not  operate  as  strongly  in  the  one  case  as  in 
the  other.  If  the  object  of  Government  in  pro- 
viding protection  for  the  widow  and  orphan,  be, 
to  excite  in  your  gallant  defenders  a  spirit  of  em* 
ulation  and  patriotism,  and  to  stimulate  them  lo 
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deeds  of  nohle  and  daring  character,  why  might 
we  not  expect  the  same  result,  in  providing  for 
the  helpless  and  aged  parent?  Did  gentlemen 
require  that  the  feelings  of  the  son  were  to  be  lost 
in  those  of  the  husband  or  father  ?  Did  they  be- 
lieve that  all  the  moral  considerations  of  filial 
attachment  and  aiSection,  which  influence  the 
heart,  and  which  dignify  and  adorn  the  human 
character,  belonged  not  to  the  hero !  There  was 
a  sacredness,  Mr.  S.  said,  in  the  feelines  of  a  son 
towards  an  aged  and  venerable,  mother,  which 
could  not  be  expressed.  It  is  the  primeval  bond 
of  society,  and  the  sacrament  of  our  nature. 
What  do  you  imagine  would  have  been  the  feel- 
ings of  the  gallant  Perry,  whilst  he  was  bearing 
your  thunder  in  triumph  on  the  mountain  wave, 
if  he  had  supposed  that  that  country  for  whom 
he  was  prepared  to  offer  up  his  life,  would  have 
suffered  his  aged  mother  to  be  thrown  upon  the 
cold  charity  of  the  world  to  beg  for  a  precarious 
subsistence  ?  What  would  the  nation  have  said, 
after  the  battle  of  Erie,  if  the  manner  in  which 
this  application  has  been  met  to-day,  had  been 
then  foretold?  Almighty  Qo^\  is  it  possible, 
that  in  this  country,  where  triumph  such  pure 
and  liberal  principles,  and  where  the  character  of 
man  has  been  so  exalted,  the  charge  of  national 
injustice  and  ingratitude  is  to  be  sustained  ?  But, 
Mr.  S.  said,  if  he  was  wrong  in  placing  the  pa- 
rent upon  the  same  footing  with  the  wife ;  yet, 
was  this  not  a  case  which  stood  upon  peculiar 
grounds,  and  claimed  especially  the  justice  and 
gratitude  of  the  nation?  Who  was  the  appli- 
cant ?  The  mother  of  five  sons,  who  had  devoted 
their  all  to  their  country,  and  two  of  whom  had 
died  in  its  service ! — the  mother  of  one  of  your 
noUest  and  most  distinguished  heroes— «  man 
who  exalted  your  national  character,  bv  the  splen- 
dor of  his  victories  and  valor,  and  added  to  yoar 
arms  imperishable  honor  I  Let  gentlemen  cast 
back  their  eye  to  the  history  of  the  past  war.  Do 
they  forget  the  difficulties  under  which  it  com- 
menced, and  the  disasters  which  befel  us?  Roused 
from  a  long  peace  of  thirty  years,  most  of  our 
Revolutionarir  heroes  sone,  without  officers  of 
experience,  without  military  science  or  military 
establishments,  a  dark  gloom  pervaded  the  Union ; 
it  was  the  American  navy  (filled  with  our  gallant 
and  hardy  sons  of  ocean)  who  first  broke  the 
gloom,  and  raised  to  its  highest  pitch  the  enthu- 
siasm of  the  nation.  Do  gentlemen  forget  how 
soon  they  proved  to  the  enemy  that  her  soldiers 
were  not  invincible,  nor  her  wooden  waUs  invul- 
nerable ?  Even  England  was  forced  to  acknow- 
ledge their  superiority,  and  Europe  stood  con<^ 
founded.  The  battle  of  Lake  Erie  was  then 
hailed  as  a  victory,  glorious  and  unpltralleled  in 
the  history  of  nations.  In  its  consequences  it  was 
almost  unexampled.  It  swept  from  the  enemy  the 
labors  of  half  a  century,  and  destroyed  the  whole 
of  her  naval  power  upon  the  Lakes,  (which  ren- 
dered her  in  that  quarter  invulnerable,)  and  enabled 
her  to  wield,  with  powerful  effect,  the  arm  of  the 
ruthless  savage.  It  was  Perry  who  achieved  this 
victory ;  it  was  his  valor  which  has  rendered  Lake 
Brie  a  monument  of  American  glory,  and  made 


the  name  of  your  eountry  respectaUe  in  every 
quarter  of  the  world.    And  now.  when  the  mother 
of  this  gallant  chieftain  (by  wnom  she  was  sup- 
ported) comes  and  demand?,  from  the  representa- 
tives oi  that  country  whom  he  has  thus  honored, 
bread,  we  are  told  to  give  her  a  stone.    Economy 
and  policy,  too,  we  are  told,  require  it,  and  the 
people  expect  it.    Sir,  said  Mr.  S..  this  is  a  slan- 
der upon  the  nation.    Let  those  wno  oppose  this 
bill,  go  back  to  their  constituents  and  lell  them 
what  they  have  done ;  that  they  turned  from  their 
door,  in  the  evening  of  a  long  life,  the  aged  and 
venerable  mother  ot  the  gallant  Perry,  and  doomed 
her  to  the  charity  of  the  world ;  and  if  their  con- 
duct is  not  reproached,  I  can  only  saf)  that  the 
people  whom  tney  represent  are  wholly  unlike  the 
generous  and  high-mmded  and  honorable  freemen 
whom  I  have  the  honor  and  pleasure  to  represent 
on  this  floor.    Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  call  upon  the 
House  to  pause,  in  the  vote  they  are  about  to 
give;  I  conjure  gentlemen,  by  every  motive  w^hich 
can  bind  them  to  a  correct  dischar^  of  duty — ^for 
the  honor  of  the  nation  and  its  justice,  not  to 
reject  this  application ;  to  let  their  mistaken  no- 
tions of  cold  calculating  policy  perish  in  the  blaze 
of  more  generous  and  bc^r  reeling,  and,  fay  una- 
nimity, afford  some  comfort  and  consolation  to 
the  wretched  parent  of  this  gallant  chief,  and 
pour  into  her  agonized  bosom  the  balm  of  a  na- 
tion's gratitude. 

Mr.  Clat  (the  Speaker)  said  he  regretted  ex- 
tremely that  the  views  which  he  entertained  of 
this  subject  were  such  as  would  not  allow  him  to 
accord  with  the  gentlemen  who  supported  the  bill. 
If  it  were  a  question  merely  of  feelmg,  he  should 
probably  accompany  his  assent -to  it  with  those 
euioeiums  so  eloquently  bestowed  upon  1^  Victor 
of  Lake  Erie,  and  so  justly  merited^  If  the 
amount  of  money  which  the  oill  proposed  to  dis- 
burse was  the  only  objection  to  it^  he  should  not 
have  offered  any  opposition ;  but  it  was  the  prin* 
ciple  of  the  bill  against  which  he  protested^  and 
he  conjured  gentlemen,  before  they  gave  their  as- 
sent to  this  bill,  to  pause,  lest,  under  the  influence 
of  the  bursts  of  eloquence  wnich  had  been  heard 
to-day,  they  should  be  instrumental  in  establishing 
a  principle  which  he  believed  to  be  pregnant  with 
infinite  mischief.  The  principle  of  the  present  sys- 
tem of  pensions  is,  that,  for  the  support  of  him  who 
is  disabled  by  wounds,  or  the  family  of  him  who 
falls  in  battle,  provision  shall  be  made  from  the 
Treasury.     Commodore  Perry  neither  fdl^  nor 
was  he  wounded,  in  battle.    In  the  case  of  his 
wife  and  children,  then,  there  had  been  already  a 
departure  from  the  principle  of  our  pension  list, 
and  now  a  still  further  departure  from  it  was  pro- 
posed, in  order  to  provide  for  another  relative  of 
the  same  officer.    Mr.  Clay  called  -  upon  gentle- 
men not  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  led  away  from 
the  true  view  of  this  question,  by  the  seductive 
illusions  of  military  or  naval  glory.    Was  there 
no  service  but  the  military  or  naval  ?    Was  there 
no  instance,  in  civil  service,  of  meritorious  indi- 
viduals dying  whilst  in  the  public  employ,  and 
leaving  families,  pining  in  want  and  overwhelm- 
ed in  distress  ?    Mr.  C.  here  alluded  to  the  case  of 
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a  distioguislied  individual,  (Mr.  Oerry,  it  is  8Uf»- 
posed,)  who,  not  many  years  ago,  holding  a  high 
ciril  office,  died  literally  in  the  discharge  of  his 
pablic  duty,  far  advanced  in  years,  and  lear- 
iDg  a  destitute  family.    That  case,  said  he,  is 
well  remembered ;  and  do  we  not  all  know  that 
every  species  of  relief  or  compensation  was  re- 
fused to  his  afflicted  family  ?    Mr.  C.  asked  gen- 
tlemen to  regard  all  services  with  an  equal  eye, 
and  not  make  unjust  discriminations.    And,  on 
the  score  of  gratitude,  he  asked,  is  there  to  be  no 
limit  to  the  operation  of  that  feeling  on  the  pob^ 
lie  counsels  ?  What,  he  asked  further,  is  the  basis 
of  our  present  pension  list?    Gratitude.    What 
is  the  basis  upon  which,  in  other  countries,  aris- 
tocracies are  erected,  and  titles  and  honors  show- 
ered on  individuals,  to  be  transmitted  down  to 
their  remotest  posterity,  but  the  same  principle  1 
Mr.  C.  said  he  should  not,  however,  have  risen, 
bat  for  some  general  observations  on  this  subject, 
which  had  fafien  from  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  on  national  glory.  If  you  wish  to  make 
your  coon  try  illustrious,  said  Mr.  C,  you  must 
diffuse  your  glory.    It  is  not  your  heroes— God 
kDows  we  have  had  enough  of  them  within  the 
last  twenty  years — everv  man  now  is  a  hero— it 
is  not  your  heroes,  but  the  body  of  the  people,  the 
men  who  fight  your  battles,  to  whom  you  are  in- 
debted for  your  safetv  and  your  eminence  as  a 
nation.    But  the  gentleman  trom  South  Carolina, 
talking  of  the  soldiers,  says  they  fight  for  pay  only^ 
whilst  their  commanders  fiffht  for  glory.  ^  Is  this 
the  case?    Look^  sir,  at  the  battle  ol  New  Or- 
leans, rendered  more  familiar  to  our  memory  by 
the  very  recent  celebration  of  its  anniversary ;  the 
militia  who  poured  down  the  Mississippi  upon  the 
enemy,  and  met  him  step  by  step  as  he  advanced. 
were  they  actuated  by  a  mercenary  principle  t 
No,  sir;  tar  otherwise*    Mr.  C.  went  on  to  say, 
that  he  had  ever  been  disposed,  as  far  as  possible, 
consistently  with  the  public  interest,  to  reward 
ow  successful  commanders  and  illustrate  their 
services ;  but  the  body  of  the  people  it  is  on  whose 
virtue  and  valor  we  must  depend  for  the  preser- 
vation of  our  liberties.    If,  in  awarding  pensions 
Congress  went  one  step  beyond  the  prmciples  al- 
^dy  recognised,  where  would  they  stop  1    They 
must  go  on  without  limit,  examining  in  detail  the 
circumstances  which  constitute  each  particular 
claim  preferred  u^on  the  public  bounty,  and  meas- 
ure it  out  accordingly.    Under  the  present  sys- 
^n,  which  allows  pensions  for  death  or  disability 
iocurred  in  the  puUic  service,  we  have  a  general 
nile  which  does  not  depend  on  circumstances,  and 
DAay  be  safely  applied.    It  is  one  which  depends 
upon  facts,  and  not  upon  eloquent  appeals  to  the 
feelings,  by  yielding  to  which,  princifHe  might  be 
disregarded.    This  was  tiie  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  precedent,  should  the  oresent  bill- 
pass.   What  has  become  of  him,  said  Mr.  Clay, 
vho  was  second  to  Commodore  Perry  in  his  me- 
morable conflict  1    He  too  has  fallen,  and  his 
lamik,  it  is  within  the  knowledge  of  some  of  us, 
IS  saffering  from  the  want  of  the  necessary  means 
of  aid.     Turning  to  the  State  from  which  he 
came,  where,  Mr.  G.  asked,  is  the  widow  of  Colo- 


nel White,  born  to  splendid  fortune,  the  whole  of 
which  was  expendea  in  the  Revolutionary  war  ? 
She  is  old,  ana  in  need  of  aid.  I  have,  said  he, 
a  petition  to  present  to  this  House  from  this  ven- 
erable lady,  making  the  most  feeling  appeal  to 
Congress  in  her  behalf;  yet,  in  answering  her 
letter,  assuring  her  of  the  pleasure  I  should  have 
in  presenting  her  memorial  to  the  House,  I  did 
not  venture  to  hold  out  to  her  the  most  distant 
hope  of  success  in  her  application.  Look  abroad, 
said  Mr.  C,  in  all  the  walks  of  life,  and  see  bow 
many  indigent  families  there  are  of  individuals 
who  have  rendered  most  distinguished  services  to 
their  country.  Shall  we  select  the  families  of 
those  who  wore  epaulettes  on  their  shoulders  and 
swords  by  their  sides,  for  peculiar  favor,  whilst 
we  leave  to  pine  in  penury  the  families  of  those 
who  have  sp«nt  their  lives  in  civil  service  ?  Not, 
Mr.  C.  said,  that  he  would  extend  the  principle  of 
pensions  to  civil  life ;  but  he  would  restrict  it  to 
Its  present  limit,  within  which  it  is  safe.  There 
was  nothing  more  insinuating  than  applications 
of  this  description.  But,  he  said,  look  to  what 
they  had  led  in  other  countries.  Look  to  the  pen- 
sion list  of  Enffland,  swelled  to  an  amount  enor- 
mously great.  Nay,  look  to  our  own  pension  list, 
already  amounting  to  nearly  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars annually.  Let  us  not,  said  Mr.  Clay,  surren- 
der ourselves  to  the  captivating  eloquence  which 
we  have  heard  on  this  occasion,  on  all  sides  of  the 
House ;  let  us  rather  be  influenced  by  reason,  prin- 
ciple and  precedent.  Let  us  put  some  limit  to 
this  principle  of  gratitude,  however  justly  it  baa 
been  extolled.  When  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  now  no  more,  first  intrc^ 
duced  a  bill  containing  this  provision,  as  well  as 
the  one  which  passed  for  the.relief  of  the  widow 
and  children  of  Commodore  Perry,. I  told  the  gen- 
tleman, said  Mr.  C,  that  we  were  going  too  far. 
When  I  appealed  to  his  better  judgment,  and 
pointed  out  the  fatal  consequences  of  this  prece* 
dent,  he  consented  to  strike  out  the  provision  for 
the  mother.  I  hope  we  too  shall,  on  tub  occasion, 
availing  ourselves  of  his  enlighttaed  wisdom,  pur- 
sue the  course  which  it  dictated  to  him,  and  refuse 
to  pass  thbbill. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  rose  for  the  single 
purpose  of  asking  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down  how,  upon  his  own  princtples, 
he  reconciled  his  support  of  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  the  widow  and  children  of  Commodore 
Perry  with  his  opposition  to  this  bill  ?  Whether 
the  bill  first  mentioned  was  not  the  verv  departure 
from  principle  against  which  the  gentleman  has 
warned  the  House  this  niorning? 

Mr.  Clay  said  it  was  a  departure  from  the  gen- 
eral rule.  But,  having  already  departed  from  it. 
shall  we  make  another -and  much  wider  departure^ 
With. regard  to  that  bill,  however,  Mr.  C.  said, 
he  had  rendered  it  np  special  support,  and  he  did 
not  know  whether  or  not  he  had  voted  upon  it. 
It  was  a  departure,  but  it  was  a  safe  departure 
when  compared  with  that  which  was  now  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  that,  in  rising  to  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from.  Kentucky,  he  could  not  but 
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feel  a  foreboding  how  hopeless  the  attempt  must 
be  to  break  the  spell  of  that  eloquence  for  which, 
if  he  misht  so  speak,  this  House  had  a  sort  of 
habitual  deference  and  admiration.    But  he  could 
not  permit  the  ol^ections  which  had  been  offered 
to  the  bill  to  pass  entirely  unnoticed.    I  wish,  said 
Mr.  H.,  the  gentleman,  before  he  had  spoken  hy- 
pothetical] y  as  to  the  danger  of  the  nrecedent 
which  would  be  afforded  if  you  mnteu  the  pro- 
posed annuity  to  Mrs.  Perry,  had  looked  into  vour 
statute  book,  where  he  woiAd  find  on  record  an  | 
act  granting  pensions  to  the  four  daughters  of  the 
Count  de  Grasse,  a  foreigner,  who  fouffht,  it  is 
true,  in  our  battles,  but  who  was  neverthdess  com- 
missioned by  a  foreign  Prince,  to  whom  he  may 
be  said  to  have  been  a  stipendiary.    To  grant 
pensions  in  these  cases,  and  to  refuse  one  in  the 
instance  before  yon,  appears  to  involve  a  species 
of  inconsistency  and  ingratitude  which  cannot 
bat  be  regarded  as  altogether  monstrous.    The 
gentleman  asks^  triumphantly,  where  these  cases 
are  to  end,  as  if  there  was  always  something  pain- 
fully irksome  in  the  discharge  of  these  oUigations. 
I  hope,  for  the  honor  of  my  country,  they  may 
never  end ;  for,  so  long  as  we  are  blessed  with 
such  achievements  as  the  victory  on  Lake  Erie, 
more  especiall]^  in  time  of  war,  the  country  can 
never  be  poor,  in  any  just  sense  of  the  term.    I  am 
also  asked  by  him  it  there  is  no  other  instance  of 
services  of  a  similar  character  rendered  to  the 
country  1    I  say,  yes ;  and  that,  moreover,  if  the 
mother  of  McDonough  were  ever  placed  in  a  like 
situation  of  exigency  and  bereavement  with  the 
parent  of  your  deceased  hero,  under  the  prelimi- 
nary principles  which  I  laid  down  in  this  discus- 
sion, I  would,  without  hesitation,  vote  a  similar 
annuity  for  her  relief.    The  gentleman  from  Ken* 
tacky  had  been  also  pleased,  Mr.  H.  said,  (not 
with  the  intention,  he  presumed,  but  with  the  di- 
rect effect  of  flinging  unnecessary  prejudice  on  this 
appeal,)  to  recur  to  the  pension  list  of  England,  to 
sustain  him  in  his  money-«avinjf  doctrine.    But, 
until  he  could  prove  a  verisimilitude  between  the 
form  of  thai  Gbvefnment  and  our  own,  he  would 
in  no  way  be  benefited  by  his  reference.     In 
Great  Britain  it  was  true  that  the  stream  of  pub- 
lic bounty,  instead  of  refreshing  the  legitimate  de- 
partments of  the  public  service,  is  diverted  into 
channels  into  which  it  ought  never  to  flow.    There 
is  a  species  of  instinctive  corruption  in  that  Gov- 
ernment; for,  in  order  to  preserve  its  artificial 
checks  and  balances,  the  ministry,  by  a  perversion 
of  the  public  rewards,  are  compellea  in  this  way 
to  secure  an  effective  majority  in  Parliament.   But, 
in  a  Government  of  responsibility  like  ours,  where 
was  the  danger  of  these  evils  ?    They  could  never 
exist  until  our  institutions  were  swept  into  ruin 
and  oblivion. 

The  gentleman  has  also,  said  Mr.  H.,  brought 
out,  in  its  full,  and,  I  presume^  as  he  regards  it,  its 
fearful  amount,  the  sum  which  we  now  pay  on 
account  of  Revolutionary  pensions.  This,  he  says, 
has  been  swelled  to  two  millions  of  dollars.  And, 
air,  to  whom  is  this  sum  paid  ?  To  the  very  men 
who  won  the  whole  fee  simple  of  the  estate  out 
of  which  you  pay  this  modicum  in  the  way  of  a 


life  interest — ^to  those  who  gave  you  the  splendid 
aggregate,  and  many  of  them  at  the  price  of  their 
blood.      But,  the  patriotic  apprehension  of  the 
gentleman  may  be  soothed  by  the  coosciousDes 
that  time  is  rapidly  diminishing  this  sum  which 
he  contemplates  with  such  appalling  emotions. 
Yes,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  moment  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  not  one  of  that  venerable  band  will  be 
left  to  tell  us  by  their  presence  how  much  we  owe 
them.    It  is  then,  when  stung  by  a  sense  of  in- 
^titude,  we  shall  revive  each  long-forgotten  tes- 
timony of  high  service  and  generous  devotion.  I 
wish,  as  the  gentleman  has  spoken  as  to  amoanti 
somewhat  with  the  precision  of  figures,  that  he 
had  condescended  to  have  opened  an  accoant  cur- 
rent between  the  United  States  and  our  deceased 
hero,  and  have  ascertained,  in  a  pecuiary  point  of 
view,  on  which  side  the  balance  resides.   He 
would  have  found  that  the  munitions  of  war  cap- 
tured by  Perry  would  three  times  over  pay  all  the 
charges  of  his  family,  or  those  yet  desired  to  be 
made  on  the  Treasury  of  this  country.  The  verr 
bunting  and  spars  he  took  from  your  enemy  would 
pay  this  pittance  to  his  mother. 

Mr.  Kremeb,  of  Pennsylvania,  now  rose  aod 
said,  he  did  not  calculate  that  he  was  aUe  to 
throw  much  new  light  on  the  subject;  but  he  was 
impressed  with  the  history  of  this  venerable  ladf, 
whose  son  had  perished  in  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try. She  had  no  other  prop  or  stay.  That  son 
bad,  by  his  services,  enaoled  us  to  wrest  the  ar* 
age  tomahawk  from  the  hands  of  the  Indian,  and 
had  quieted  the  fears  of  women  and  children 
through  hundreds  of  miles  of  the  frontier.  She 
could  point  to  her  son,  and  say  to  the  people. 
"  This  my  son  dried  your  tears,  and  drove  your 
fears  away."  If  we  want  soldiers,  we  must  give 
them  a  love  for  heroic  actions.  You  must  be  able 
to  say  to  your  sons,  "  Behold  that  venerable  ladf ; 
'  she  gave  birth  to  a  gallant  son,  who  fought  in 
'  defence  of  his  country.  He  died  and  left  her  poor, 
<  and  now  that  country  gratefully  maiotaias  her." 
Would  not  the  House  enable  American  parents 
to  say  this  ?  He  need  not  wait  for  their  answer. 
He  wanted,  he  said,  to  i^piy  to  the  honorable 
Speaker,  by  a  single  word.  To  compare  the  ser- 
vices of  a  common  soldier  with  those  of  such  a 
commander  as  Perry,  was  like  comparing  tbe 
strength  and  size  of  a  child  to  those  of  a  giaor. 
He  had  laid  his  bosom  bare  to  every  danger  on 
the  seas^  and  even  in  the  tented  field,  while  others 
staid  at  home,  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  Execu- 
tive favor.  Mr.  K.  said  he  should  not  longer 
trouble  the  House^  and  resumed  his  seat. 

After  a  few  observations  between  Mr.  Gobi 
and  Mr.  Hamilton,  in  relation  to  the  present  sit- 
uation of  Mrs.  Perry} 

The  question  was  taken  on  striking  oat  the  en- 
acting clause,  (in  effect  to  reject  the  bill)  and  car- 
ried, ayes  121 ;  but,  after  being  reported  to  the 
House, 

Mr.  Abchbr,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  reeonioit 
the  bill,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  soio« 
modification  of  it  could  not  be  made,  by  a  limits' 
tion  of  the  term  of  the  pension  or  otherwise,  so 
as  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Hooae. 
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This  motioD  prevailed,  bat  not  by  any  eonsider- 
able  majority. 
And,  OD  motion,  the  House  adjoarned. 


Monday,  January  12. 

Mr.  Merccr  presented  a  petition  of  George 
Taylor,  of  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  praying  that 
measures  may  be  talten  to  compensate  him  for 
spoliations  committed  on  his  lawful  commerce, 
00  the  high  seas,  by  French  cruisers,  between  the 
years  1793  and  1800 ;  the  United  States  having, 
in  the  convention  of  1800,  absolved  the  Gbvem- 
meot  of  France  from  all  liability  on  account  of 
said  spoliations. 

Mr.HEMPBiLL  presented  a  petition  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  the  citv  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  for  the  erection  of  a  "  oreakwater,"  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Delaware,  for  the  security  of  the 
vessels  navigating  the  same. 

Mr.  FARRELX.Y  presimted  a  memorial  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  county  of  Erie,  and  parts  adja- 
cent, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praving  that 
measures  ma  v  be  adopted  to  remove  the  bar  at  the 
entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Presqoe  Isle. 

Mr.  £ddy  presented  a  memorial  of  the  commit- 
tee appointea  by,  and  acting  for,  Uie  manufac- 
turers of  cotton,  and  others  interested  in  the  manu- 
factore  of  that  article,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  praying  that  additional  duties  mav  be  im- 
posed on  certain  cotton  fabrics  imported  from  for- 
eign countries. 

Mr.  LiTTLB  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  pray- 
ing for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  establish  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  in  the  United  States ;  which 
memorial  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mebcer  oresented  a  memorial  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  or  Alexandria,  praying  for  an  in- 
crease and  extension  of  their  corporate  powers,  in 
the  manner,  and  to  effect  the  purposes,  set  forth  in 
their  memorial. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  Board  of^  Common  Council  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  praying  for  certain  alter- 
ations in,  and  amendments  to,  their  act  of  incor- 
poration. 

The  said  memorial  and  petition  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Rankim,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  who  were,  on  the  9th  ultimo,  instructed, 
by  resolutions,  adopted  on  the  motion*  of  Mr. 
Bbent,  to  make  sundry  inquiries  in  relation  to 
Isod  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  made  a 
detailed  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  R.  also  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  so 
much  of  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  oi  the  State 
of  Alal»ma,  referred  on  the  12th  ultimo,  as  relates 
to  an  extension  of  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain settlers  on  public  lands  in  that  State ;  which 
report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wbbstbr,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  the  subject  has  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  tor  the  sale  of  lands  con- 
veyed to  the  United  States  in  certain  caaea,  and 


for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLanis,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Geoive  B.  R.  Qrove,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Wheaton,  for  payment  of  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  removing,  with  the  Govern- 
ment, from  Philadelphia  to  Washington,  in  1800. ' 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill 
was  read  twice^  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  oassed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz :  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jostah  Hook, 
jr.,"  and  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Joseph  C.  Boyd ;"  in  which  bills  the 
Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Prbbiobmt 
OP  THE  Unitbo  States,  as  followsr: 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, of  Decsmber  24,  rsquetting  ths  President 
of  ths  United  States  to  Uy  before  ths  House  such  in- 
formation as  hs  may  pocseai,  and  which  maj  be  dis- 
closed without  injury  to  the  pubUe  good,  relative  to  the 
determination  of  any  Sovereign,  or  combination  of 
Sovereigns,  to  assist  Spain  in  the  aubjugation  of  her 
late  colonies  on  the  American  continent ;  and  whether 
any  Government  of  Europe  is  disposed  or  determined 
to  oppose  any  aid  or  assistance  which  such  Sovereign 
or  combination  of  Sovereigns  may  afibrd  to  Spain,  for 
the  sttbjogation  of  her  late  colonies,  above  mentioned ; 
I  have  to  state,  that  I  possess  no  information  on  that 
•ubject,  not  known  to  Congress,  which  can  be  dis- 
closed without  injury  to  the  public  good. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washibatob,  January  12, 1824. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Foreign  Relations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  better  defining  the  bonndaries  of 
the  Edwardsville  and  Sangamo  land  districts,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois.  And  that  the  same  com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing  to  the  administrators  of  Michael 
Jones,  deceased,  late  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Kaskaskia,  additional  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  viz : 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canab 
be  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  appropriating 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended  in  laying  out 
and  opening  a  road  from  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan^  to  the  Ohio  State  line,  where  the  road  from 
Detroit  to  Fort  Meiga  croews  the  same. 

Mr.  Vanoe  said  that  he  could  not  doubt,  from 
the  liberality  shown  to  other  Territories,  that  the 
House  would  direct  the  proposed  inquiry.  Every 
gentleman  in  the  least  acquainted  with  the  ailim- 
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tioD  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  must  know 
that  it  presented  the  most  vulnerable  point  on  our 
frontier,  and  most  needed  all  means  for  public 
protection. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  .the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  the  instruction  of  midship- 
men, and  other  warrant  officers  of  the  Navy,  in 
the  intervals  of  public  service,  in  nautical  science, 
practical  navigation,  and  marine  tactics, 

Reselvedy  That  the  same  committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
the  scientific  and  practical  instruction  of  junior 
surgeons,  and  surgeons'  mates,  at  one  or  more  of 
the  naval  stations  of  the  Unitoi  States. 

Mr.  Scott,  laid  the  following  resolutions  on 
the  table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz : 

JUsoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Traasury  be 
directed  to  transmit  to  this  Hoase  alt  the  books  and 
reports  of  the  several  Boards  of  Commiisionen,  and 
recorders  of  land  titles,  made  out  and  transmitted  to 
the  Treasury  Department,  under  the  several  acts  of 
Congress,  and  the  instructions  predicated  thereon,  re- 
lating to  the  adjustment  of  land  titles  and  claims  in 
the  (then  district  of  Louisiana,  and  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri) now  State  of  Missouri,  and  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas, whether  the  said  books  and  reports  relate  to 
the  confirmation  or  rejection  of  said  claims. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the 
instructions  driven  by  the  Treasury  Department,  under 
the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  of  the  31st 
April,  1806,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  <An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting 
the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  within  the  (then)  terri- 
tory of  Orleans^  and  district  of  Louisiana,"  to  the 
several  Boards  of  Commtasioners  appointed  under  the 
act  of  Congresi  of  the  2d  of  March,  1806,  for  the  as- 
certaining and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands 
within  the  (then)  aforesaid  Territories,  now  States 
of  Louisiana  and  Missouri,  and  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Call, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
aliowinff  a  salary  to  the  collector  of  the  port  of 
Pensacola. 

Resolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  port  of  entry  at  Fernandina,  on  the 
coast  of  Florida. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

Resohed,  That  every  petition  presented  and  pro- 
posed to  be  referred  to  any  of  the  standing  committees 
of  the  House,  shall  be  laid  on  the  Clerk's  table  by  the 
member  having  the  same  in  charge,  with  his  name 
endorsed  thereon,  with  a  designation  of  the  committee 
to  which  it  is  proposed  to  refer  .it,  and  the  Clerk  shall, 
according  to  each  designation,  send  it  to  the  proper 
committee. 

Mr.  Sanopord  laid  the  following  resolution 
on  the  table  for  consideration  6n  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resohed,  That  Peter  Hagner,  Esq.,  Third  Andttor, 
be  reqvested  to  lay  before  this  House  any  information 
.^.uz_  ^  knowledge  of  the  claim  of  John 


for  a  If  agon  and  five  horsea,  said  to  be  dmHiojt^ 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stetes,  by  the  hoi- 
tile  Creek  Indians;  and  whether  said  John  Uobdtj 
received  any  pay  for  the  use  of  the  said  wtgon  tod 
horws  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  p^ 
vious  to  the  destruction  of  the  same. 

Mr.  I8ACK8  submitted  the  following  resolotloQ 
for  consideration,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table : 

Resolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Mibtaiy  Afiun 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediencj  of  le- 
viving  the  laws  allowing  a  pension  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  such  officers  and  privates  of  the  Army  wko 
may  have  fallen  in  action,  died  in  service,  or  of  woanii 
received  in  service  during  the  late  war,  so  ai  to  cob* 
tinue  the  said  pensions  for  the  term  of  five  years  long- 
er after  the  expiration  of  the  first  terms,  respectively. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Joseph 
Boyd,  deceased,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz:  An 
act  for  the  relief  oi  Garrett  Fountain ;  An  act  k 
extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settlement  of  pri- 
vate land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  Florida ;  were, 
respectively,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

THE  MARQUIS  LAFAYETTE. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the 
following  preamble  and  joint  resolution  ;  wbick 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  viz: 

Whereas,  that  distinguished  champion  of  fieedoa. 
and  hero  of  our  Revolution,  the  friend  and  asnciiU 
of  Washington,  the  Marquis  De  La^yette,  a  volooteet 
General  Officer  in  our  Revolntioaary  war,  has  ei- 
pressed  an  anxious  desire  to  visit  this  country,  Hu 
independence  of  which  his  valor,  blood,  and  treunie. 
were  so  instrumental  in  achieving :  Theielbre, 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Sjtpn- 
sentatives  of  the  Vhited  States  of  America  in  Cm- 
gress  assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Mirqoit 
De  Lafayette  the  expression  of  those  sentimeots  of 
profound  respect,  gratitude,  and  afrectionate  atttch- 
ment,  which  are  cherished  towards  him  by  the  Gov- 
ernment and  people  of  this  country;  and  to  aisare 
him  that  the  execution  of  hiB  wish  and  intentioa  to 
visit  thii  country,  will  be  hailed  by  the  people  tod 
Government  with  patriotic  pride  and  joy. 

And  be  it  further  remthed,  That  the  PieaideBt  of 
the  United  States  be  requested  to  aseeitain  from  tbe 
Marquis  De  Lafayette  the  time  when  it  may  be  mmt 
agreeable  for  him  to  perform  his  visit,  and  that  hs 
ofier  to  the  Marquis  a  ooaveyance  to  this  oonntry  is 
one  of  our  national  shape. 

The  resolution  was  read  the  first  time^  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

RELIEF  OF  LAND  PURCHASERS. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  who  were  instriicted,  on  the  18th  qIl, 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving,  iod 
continuing  in  force,  the  provisions  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled An  act  for  the  relier  of  the  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands,  prior  to  the  lat  of  July,  1820,  made  s 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
able.    The  report  is  as  follows : 
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By  the  act  of  Um  Sd  of  Murch,  1821,  porehaMn 
wen  iJlowed  until  the  9(Hh  of  September  followiDg  to 
aviil  themeelTee  of  the  law  leferred  to  in  the  reaola- 
tion.  From  iome  delay  in  ttanamitling  the  neceasary 
instractioDf  to  the  oeveral  laud  offices,  the  limited 
time  which  waa  given  to  file  the  applications  /or  the 
benefit  of  that  law,  and  the  remote  situation  of 
•ome  of  the  claimants  from  the  land  offioee  where 
luch  applications  were  required  to  be  filed,  Con- 
gres8,  beiieviog  a  revival  of  the  act  of  1821  eipe- 
dient,  passed  the  supplementary  act  of  the  20th  of 
April,  1822.  That  law  gave  all  those  who  had  not 
availed  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  original  act 
an  opportunity  to  do  so,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  SOth 
of  September,  1822.  Notwithstanding  this  extension 
of  time,  it  was  discovered,  from  numerous  petitions 
presented  to  Congress,  at  their  last  session,  that  a 
large  class  of  cases  existed,  and  which  were  necessary 
to  be  provided  lor,  where  individuals  intended  to  have 
•vailed  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  those  acts,  but, 
from  accident  or  misfortune,  had  been  prevented  from 
filiog  their  applications  in  doe  time.  For  these  eases, 
provision  was  made  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  8d 
of  April,  1823.  Your  committee  believe  that  theee 
laws  have  affi>rded  a  sufficient  opportunity  to  all  who 
were  attentive  to  their  own  interest  to  have  obtained 
the  relief  provided  by  them  ;  and  they  have  no  infor- 
nation  which  would,  in  their  opinion,  juatify  recom- 
mepding  to  Congress  the  expediency  or  propriety  of 
reriTing  and  continuing  in  force  the  provisions  of  the 
ict  referred  to  in  the  resolution.  We  therefore  rec- 
ommeDd  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Reached,  That  it  is  inexpedient,  st  this  time,  to  re- 
rive  and  continue  in  force  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
^^ongress,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  put- 
haaers  of  the  puUie  lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  July, 
820." 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  PensioDfl^  who  were 
QstfQcted,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  ^  to  inquire  into 
tie  expediency  of  fiziuff  by  law  the  net  amount 
f  annual  income  which  shall  disqualify  any  ap- 
licant  from  being  placed  on  the  pension  list,  un- 
er  the  acts  of  the  l8th  of  March,  1818,  and  1st  of 
lay,  1820,"  made  a  report  against  the  expediency 
r fixing  the  said  amount;  which  was  read,  and 
rdered  to  lie  on  the  Uble.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
>ws: 

That,  by  the  act  of  18th  March,  1818,  the  Secretary 
r  War  im  authorised  to. place  on  the  pension  list  every 
eraon  who  served  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
I  the  manner  and  for  the  term  therein  specified ;  pro- 
ved he  is  in  soch  **  reduced  circumstances  as  to  need 
le  assib^nce  of  his  country  for  support."  That,  by 
le  supplemental  act,  of  Mav  V  1820,  the  applicant 

required  to  exhibit  a  schedule  and  valuation  of  his 
^perty,  in  order  to  entitle  himself  to  the  benefits  of 
>e  act  of  Marchy  1818,  above  mention^  ;  and  it  is 
ade  "  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  to 
I  struck  from  the  list  of  pensioners  everj  person  who 
iall  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  in  such  indigent  drcum- 
ances  as  to  be  unable  to  support  himself  without  the 
laiatance  of  his  country."  The  design  of  Congress, 
ndendy,  was  to  extend  the  benefits  of  these  acts  only 

those  whose  condition  in  life,  both  as  to  property 
id  bodily  iofirmity,  rendered  them  dependent  on 
larity  for  the  maans  of  sabsistenee.    Your  eoamUt- 


tee  believe  that  this  rule  has  been  uniformly  observed 
in  their  execution ;  and  think  it  could  not,  in  good 
policy,  be  departed  from.  The  rule  then  being  to 
grant  relief  to  the  necessitous  only,  the  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  ita  equal  and  just  operation  can  only 
be  aecured  by  trusting  its  application  to  the  sound  dis- 
cretion of  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  necessities  of 
the  applicant  do  not  depend  simply  upon  the  amount 
of  property  he  has  ;  but,  also,  on  the  number  of  his 
family ;  his  bodily  strength  or  weakness ;  and  the 
dearneas  or  cheapness  of  articles  of  subsistence  in  the 
portion  of  country  in  which  he  lives.  Considerations 
like  these  must  obviously  be  referred  to  the  discretion 
of  some  one.  To  fix  any  amount  of  property  or  in- 
come as  the  rule  by  which  applicants  shkll  be  exclu- 
ded, would  introduce  a  principle  very  unjust  in  its 
operation.  The  incomes  of  individuals  vary  according 
to  their  industry,  economy,  and  good  management ; 
and  the  improvident  would  be  benefited,  while  the 
prudent  and  industrious  might  he  excluded  by  such  a 
rule.  No  amount  of  property  could  be  adopted  as  the 
rule ;  because,  what  would  be  a  competent  support  for 
one,  might  be  too  little  or  too  much  for  another.  The 
committee,  therefore,  believe  it  impracticable  to  adopt 
any  rule  of  valuation  which  would  be  just  in  its  op- 
eration, or  which  would  not  involve  great  difficulty  m 
its  execution ;  and  submit  the  following  resolution : 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  this  subieet. 

SURVBYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

Mr.  Hemphill  moved  to  postpone  the  orders  of 
the  day,  to  take  up  the  bill  for  obtaining  the  ne- 
cessary surreys  on  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals. 
The  motion  was  carried,  ayes  77,  noes  55,  and 
the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  of  Pennsylvania,  observed,  that 
the  subject  of  internal  improvements,  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  had  for  a  long  time  been  before 
the  nation  in  a  variety  of  shapes ;  and  that  its 
execution,  in  part^  had  only  been  retarded  in  con- 
sequence of  opinions  entertained  by  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  and  his  predecessor,  as  to  the 
Constitutional  powers  of  Congress  to  carry  into 
effect  a  system  of  internal  improvements.    In  sep- 

Krt  of  the  power  of  Congress,  many  reaoiutions 
ve  been  adopted  in  this  House ;  and  two  bills, 
predicated  on  such  a  power,  passed  both  branches 
of  the  National  Legislature.  These  bills,  we  all 
know,  were  rejected  by  the  veto  of  the  Execu- 
tive; but  nothing  could  be  more  highly  recom- 
mended than  the  ezpediencv  of  the  measure,  both 
by  Mr.  Madison  and  President  Monroe.  They 
deemed  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  produce  a 
chanje  in  the  Constitation.  The  language  of 
the  President,  on  this  subject,  is  as  strong  as  it 
could  be;  he  said,  if  the  right  exists,  it  ought  to 
be  forthwith  exercised. 

As  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  said  Mr. 
H.,  I  need  not  speak  at  large ;  the  experience  of 
the  world  tesU  the  utility  of  good  roads,  canals, 
and  bridges.  By  means  of  these,  the  inland  trade 
of  China  has  grown  nearly  equal  to  the  whole 
market  of  Europe.  It  has  become  familiar  to  us, 
on  this  subject,  that,  in  England,  the  Duke  of 
*"  "      first  obtained  a  charter  in  the  begin- 
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niog  of  the  reign  of  George  III.,  to  make  a  canal 
for  the  purpose  of  carryinj^  coal  from  his  estate  to 
Manchester ;  the  benefit  of  this  canal  was  so  great, 
that  it  gave  encouragement  for  others,  and  George 
III.  lived  to  see  more  than  a  hundred  canals  m 
his  kingdom ;  some  of  them  passing  through  hills, 
by  tunnels,  and  others  over  valleys  and  rivers,  by 
aqueducts.  By  means  of  these,  there  is  an  inter- 
nal communication  between  most  of  the  great 
towns ;  and  there  are  few  places  in  England  more 
than  fifteen  miles  from  a  water  communication. 
The  late  Union  Canal,  in  Scotland,  which  opens 
a  communication  between  the  two  populous  cities 
of  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh,  is  of  a  size  sufficient 
for  large  vessels.  In  Holland  and  the  Nether- 
lands, canals  are  said  to  be  as  common  as  roads 
in  other  countries.  It  would  be  an  easy  task  to 
go  into  some  detail,  but  I  consider  it  unnecessary, 
the  subject  is  so  well  understood. 

There  is  no  country,  said  Mr.  H.,  capable  of 
liigher  improvements  than  this,  nor  any  society  of 
people  to  whom  such  a  measure  would  be  of 
greater  advantage,  owing  to  the  extent  of  our 
country,  and  the  variety  of  its  soil  and  climate. 
The  expense  of  transportation  in  this  country  is 
far  beyond  what  is  generally  supposed ;  and  the 
difference  of  expense  between  water  transporta- 
tion and  land  conveyance  is  exceedingly  great. 
The  commissioners  from  Maryland,  who  were 
appointed  to  explore  the  river  Susquehanna, 
took  inuch  pains  to  acquire  accurate  knowledge 
on  this  subject ;  and  they  say,  that  the  expense 
of  transportation  on  a  canal  amounts  to  no  more 
than  one  cent  a  ton  per  mile,  or  one  dollar  for  a 
ton  for  every  hundred  miles ;  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation by  land  conveyance  is  thirty-two  dol- 
lars for  the  same  distance;  this  is  more  than 
thirty  to  one  in  favor  of  the  canal  transportation. 
To  give  some  idea  of  the  inland  trade  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  expense  of  transportation,  I  beg  leave, 
said  Mr.  H.,  to  read  a  few  lines  from  the  report 
of  the  gentlemen  from  Maryland,  who  examined 
the  Susquehanna.  [Mr.  H.  read  the  following 
extract:] 

**  Before  we  proceed  to  describe  the  rontes  by  which 
the  waters  of  the  Snequehanna  may  be  connected  with 
those  of  the  Ohio  river,  it  may  be  well  to  famish  some 
general  outlines  of  the  value  of  that  trade  to  Pittsbarg 
and  the  West,  which  would  be  the  inducement  for 
eilecting  a  canal  communication  between  those  waters. 

**  The  town  of  Pitubarg,  owing  to  the  great  advan- 
tages of  iu  situation,  near  the  highest  navigeble  point 
of  one  of  the  principal  rivers  of  the  West,  has  long 
been  considered  as  the  principal  depot  of  all  the  west- 
ern commerce*  In  the  year  1820,  no  less  than  fifteen 
hundred  tons  of  merchandise  were  sent  from  the  sea- 
board to  the  country  beyond  the  Mississippi,  through 
the  towns  of  Pittsburg  and  Louisville,  on  the  Ohio 
river.  During  the  years  of  1817,  1818,  and  1819, 
the  expenses  of  transportation  from  Philadelphia^  over 
land  to  Pittsburg,  amounted  to  one  million  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty  thousand  dollars  each  year,  making 
four  millions  six  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollara 
for>tbe  transportation  of  merchandise  distributed  from 
a  single  depot  in  the  Western  coantry,  in  three  years. 
It  has  been  estimated  that»  in  the  yaar,  thei«  were>oti 


an  average,  two  thousand  five  hundred  sad  fiftj*fii« 
wagons  employed  in  the  transportation  of  merchandiN 
from  Philsdelphia  to  Pittsburg:  that  they  cune4 
eighty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  tweoty-fire 
hundred  weight,  which  were  valued  at  seventeen  mil- 
lions eight  hundred  and  eighty-five  thonsand  doUin. 
And  we  have  it  firom  the  most  intelligent  and  reipeei- 
able  authority,  that  even  within  the  last  year,  there 
has  been  sent  from  the  city  of  Baltimore,  by  Uod,  ts 
Pittsburg  and  the  Ohio  river,  merchandise  to  the  nlae 
of  twelve  millions  of  dollars." 

All  this  trade  (continued  Mr.  H.)  is  in  one  see- 
tion  of  the  country.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  make 
any  estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of  transporti- 
tion  in  the  different  parts  of  the  United  States 
where  canals  might  be  made. 

I  wish  one  principle,  said  he,  in  relation  to 
canals,  to  be  perfectly  understood,  and  I  will  ilios- 
trate  it  by  ascertained  facts.  It  is  this,  that  canals 
may  be  highly  advantageous  to  the  nation,  al- 
tliough  not  profitable  to  the  proprietors  of  them. 
T  he  expense  of  the  transportation  of  between  sereo- 
teen  and  eighteen  millions  worth  of  merchandise, 
from  Philadelphia  fo  Pittsburs,  is  $1,560,000;  mer- 
chandise to  the  value  of  twelve  millions  has  been 
sent  from  Baltimore  to  Pittsburg  and  the  Ohio  in 
one  year.  The  expense  of  this  transportatios 
would  be  about  one  million ;  making  the  amooni 
of  the  expense  of  the  transportation  from  the  two 
cities,  about  two  millions  and  a  half;  there  are 
about  three  thousand  three  hundred  wagons  em- 
ployed, and  as  many  men,  and  upwards  of  thirteea 
thousand  horses. 

To  remove  all  possible  mistakes,  as  to  calcnla- 
tions,  instead  of  thirty  to  one,  say  there  is  fire  to 
one  in  favor  of  a  water  transportation ;  this  would 
save  the  annual  sum  of  two  millions  in  the  expense 
of  transportation.  Suppose  the  General  OoTenh 
ment  should  complete  water  communications  from 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  to  Pittsbarff,aDd  thef 
should  cost  two  millions,  and  that  the  annoal 
amount  of  toll  should  not  exceed  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  the  General  Government,  as  pro- 
prietors, would  sustain  a  loss  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  but  the  whole  operation  would  be  greatlf 
for  the  advantage  of  the  nation.  The  consumers 
of  the  Western  country,  or  wherever  they  migbt 
be,  would  gain  annually  two  millions,  and  bo 
body  would  be  losers;  for,  in  that  case,  the  se^ 
vices  for  these  two  millions  would  not  be  performed ; 
the  nation  would  gain  by  the  diversion  of  labor 
and  capital,  worth  two  millions  a  y^r,  to  other 
useful  objects,  say  to  the  extension  of  cultivation 
and  to  manufacture.  As  the  profits  of  differ^Q^ 
pursuits  in  this  country  are  prettv  much  on  a  lerel, 
the  same  level  and  capital,  whicn  yielded  two  mil- 
lions a  year  in  transportation,  would  produce  the 
same  result  in  other  pursuits.  The  addition  of 
produce,  and  the  value  added  to  raw  materials  bf 
manufacturing  th^m,  amounting  to  the  two  mil- 
lions, or  very  near  that  sum,  would  be  a  clear  gain 
to  the  nation,  as  so  much  would  be  added  to  the 
general  mass  of  national  wealth.  Let  this  prin- 
ciple, said  Mr.  H.,  be  applied  to  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  Union,  where  it  is  practicable  to  eon- 
stroct  canali ;  and  who  caa  too  highly  appreciate, 
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or  calculate  too  largely  upon  the  inevitable  con- 
sequences ! 

Such  objects  are  national,  and  do  not  fall  within 
the  sphere  of  State  jarib^diction.  A  State,  in 
fflakiug  improYements,  looks  onljr  to  the  prosperitv 
of  that  particular  State.  But  the  object  is  national. 
when  it  transcends  the  boundaries  of  States,  ana 
embraces  the  interest  of  the  whole  Union,  or 
large  sections  of  it.  Ten  or  twelve  States  are 
mmediately  interested  in  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers ;  but  what  individual 
S(ate  can  be  expected  to  improve  the  navigation 
)f  these  streams  1  It  is  the  same  with  the  con^ 
:emplated  canal  along  the  seaeoast ;  but  will  each 
State  ever  feel  an  interest  sufficient  to  execute  the 
)art  within  its  own  limits  ? 

I  have  before  me,  said  Mr.  H.,  an  author  of  great 
!elebrity,  which  briefly  treats  on  the  subject  of 
iighways  and  canals.  He  says,  that  no  object  is 
f  higher  national  concern,  and  mentions  their 
:reat  advantages  in  France,  and  that  the  people 
omplained  of  the  expenses  and  labor  when  they 
rere  commenced ;  but,  as  soon  as  they  became 
cquainted  with  their  benefits,  they  blessed  the 
iithors  of  the  design.  There  is  no  power  in  the 
xomnment  to  counteract  the  disadvantages 
rising  from  distances,  except  by  improving  nav-, 
^ble  rivers,  and  by  good  roads,  canals,  and' 
fidges.  Hy  means  of  these,  the  people  in  the 
itreme  borders  of  a  country  -are  brought  nearer 
'gether,  and  become  acquamted  with  each  other 
1  the  course  of  profitable  dealing.  They  eneour- 
ge  the  cultivation  of  the  remote  parts  of  a  coun- 
y,  by  diminishing  the  time,  danger,  and  expense 
f  carriage;  and  they  are  advantageous  to  towns 
nd  adjacent  countries,  by  opening  new  markets. 
^  sin|ular  preiudice  against  improvements  is  re- 
orded  in  England.  It  is  not  much  beyond  half  a 
?atury  since  some  of  the  counties,  in  the  neigh- 
^rhooid  of  London,  petitioned  the  Parliament 
^iost  the  extension  of  turnpike  roads  into  the 
ioioter  part  of  the  country,  wnich  they  supposed, 
om  the  cheapness  of  labor,  would  be  able  to  un- 
!Tsell  them  in  the  London  market,  and  would, 
)«reby,  reduce  their  rents,  and  ruin  their  cultiva- 
>Q ;  but,  on  experience,  they  soon  found  their 
>tions  to  be  erroneous,  and  the  contrary  was  the 
suit  in  both  cases. 

Whatever  produces  a  saving  of  labor,  must,  in 
greater  or  less  degree,  be  beneficial  to  every  part 

a  country.  It  may  be  said,  that  the  people  of 
is  country  are  benefited  by  the  good  roads  and 
Qals,  and  labor-saving  machines  in  Europe,  be- 
use,  in  consequence  of  these,  they  can  buy  for- 
?Q  articles  cheaper  than  they  could  otherwise 
*•  The  people,  far  in  the  interior,  are  benefited 
well  as  those  in  the  towns,  by  lighthouses,  and 
I  the  regulations  in  favor  of  commerce,  because, 
consequence  of  these,  the  expense  of  transpor- 
tion  is  lessened,  and  they  can  get  a  higher  price 
r  whatever  they  have  to  sell  for  exportation,  and 

0  purchase,  at  a  cheaper  rate,  whatever  foreign 
tides  they  may  want  for  consumption. 

1  have  already,  said  Mr.  H.,  endeavored  to  ex- 
iiti  that  canals  ihay  be  of  great  advantage  to 
e  nation,  although  not  profitable  to  their  pro- 
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prietors ;  but,  even  as  respects  them,  some  canala 
would  yield  a  profit  immediately,  and  alt  of  them 
would  become  lucrative  in  a  reasonable  time,  ff 
proper  routes  are  selected.  On  this  point  I  will 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  a  few  of 
the  British  canals.  The  extract  which  I  will 
read,  contains  the  original  cost  of  shares  of  canal 
stock,  the  present  prices,  and  annual  dividends : 


Pretent  Divi- 

Cost. 

price. 

dend»* 

Birmingham        ... 

£25 

£535 

£20 

Chesterfield 

100 

120 

8 

Coventry     -        -   '     • 

100 

999 

44 

Erewart      .... 

100 

1000 

68 

Grand  Junction  ... 

100 

218 

9 

Leeds  and  Liyerpool  - 

100 

278 

10 

Leicester     .... 

100 

260 

10 

Oxford        .... 

100 

640 

32 

Btaffordflfab^e  and  Worecster 

100 

642 

40 

Trent  and  Mersey 

SCO 

900 

76 

Warwick  and  Birmingham  - 

100 

210 

11 

Warwick  and  Napton 

100 

236 

10  10 

LoagbboroQ'gh     -        .        . 

-^ 

2400 

119 

Mellon  and  Mowbray  - 

— . 

170 

9  10 

Mercar  and  Irwell 

—' 

.     650 

30 

The  first  price  of  the  three  last  is  not  given,  but 
I  am  informed  that  it  was  but  £100  each.  Such 
exorbitant  gain  caimot  be  expected  here,  but  large 
profits,  in  some  Instances,  might  reasonably  be 
calculated  upon.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  believing 
that  a  canal  along  the  Atlantic  coast  would  J)ro» 
duce  more  than. six  per  cent,  immediately  aAer  its 
completion.  The  grand  New  York  canal,  so  far, 
presents  the  most  flattering  prospects.  The  expe- 
diency of  adopting  some  system  of  internal  im- 
provements cannot  be  questioned ;  and,  as  to  the 
mode  and  manner  of  its  execution,  it  is  not  re- 
quired, for  the  support  of  the  present  bill,  to  go 
into  any  discussion ;  for,  whatever  mode  may  be 
finallv  resorted  to,  there  is  one  preparatory  step  to 
be  taxen,  and  that  is,  to  procure  the  necessary  in- 
formation. This  will  be  useful  to  the  General 
Government,  to  the  States,  and  to  individuals. 
The  present  bill  is  merely  of  this  character ;  it 
presents  a  measure  that  must  precede  the  actual 
updertaking  upon  any  enlarged  scale. 

The  committee  who  reported  the  bill,  said  Vb. 
H.,  were  under  the  impression  that  it  would  be 
more  eflScacious  than  otherwise,  to  leave  the  routes 
to  be  surveyed  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the 
President,  and  that  it  would  be  of  no  advantage 
to  designate  them  in  the  bill.  The  President  will 
unquestionably  act,  in  the  first  instance,  on  the 
most  prominent  objects  as  a  basis  for  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  and  canals  and  the  improving  of 
water  courses,  in  order  to  benefit  internal  com- 
merce among  the  States,  and  to  facilitate  and 
five  security  to  the  common  defence  of  the  nation. 
*or  this  purpose  he  can  call  to  his  assistance  any 
of  the  corps  of  engineers  or  practical  civil  engi- 
neers, who  possess  many  advantages,  from  the  ex- 
plorations they  have  already  made.  In  this  re- 
spect the  present  bill  differs  from  the  one  reported 
at  the  last  session,  which  provided  for  plans  and 
estimates  for  a  national  road  from  the  citv  of 
Washington  to  New  Orleans,  and  for  canals  uom 
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the  harbor  of  Boston  to  the  South,  along  the  At- 
lantic seacoast,  and  to  connect  the  ivaters  of  the 
Ohio  above  with  those  below  the  falls  at  Louis- 
ville; Lake  Erie  with  the  Ohio  river;  the  tide 
waters  of  the  Potomac  with  the  same  stream  at 
Cumberland;  and  for  communications  between 
the  Susquehanna  and  the  rivers  Seneca  and  Gen- 
esee, which  empty  into  Lake  Ontario,  and  be- 
tween the  Tennessee  and  Savannah,  and  also 
between  the  Tennessee,  Alabama,  and  Tombig- 
bee  rivers. 

In  favor  of  this  bill,  I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying 
that  there  was  a  majority  in  this  House,  at  the 
last  session,  but  owing  to  the  advanced  period  of 
the  session,  when  it  was  reached,  it  was  thought 
imprudent  to  press  for  a  decision  at  that  time. 
There  were  obstacles  against  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  at  the  last  session,  which  do  not  now  exist. 
It  was  supposed  by  some,  that,  because  it  looked 
forward  to  a  system  of  internal  improvements,  the 
President  would  not  give  his  sanction  to  it,  and 
that  it  would  be  an  unnecessary  consumption  of 
time  to  deliberate  long  upon  it.  That  impression 
is  now  entirely  removed,  not  only  by  the  acts  of 
the  President,  dutin^  the  last  Summer,  but  by  his 
Message.  Under  his  general  powers  he  author- 
ized a  part  of  the  corps  of  engineers  to  assist  in 
making  plans  and  estimates  for  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  canal,  and  for  a  canal  from  some 
point  in  Jersey  to  the  Hudson  river ;  and  also  to 
assist  the  Maryland  commissioners  in  their  pro- 

i'ect  of  making  a  canal  from  the  Susquehanna  to 
Baltimore,  and  along  the  margin  of  the  river. 
And  in  addition  to  these  acts  he  has,  in  his  Mes- 
sage, explicitly  adopted,  as  well  the  principle  con- 
tamed  in  the  bill  before  us,  as  the  manner  of  car- 
rying it  into  effect.  I  allude  to  that  f>art  of  the 
Message  which  relates  to  the  connexion  of  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio,  by  one  con- 
tinued canal,  and  also  the  connecting  of  the  waters 
of  the  Ohio  with  those  of  Lake  Erie  by  canals. 
If  the^e  could  be  accomplished,  he  says,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  calculate  the  benencial  conse- 
quences that  would  result  from  them.  He  sub- 
mits it  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  if  it  may 
not  be  advisable  to  authorize,  by  an  adequate  ap- 
propriation, the  employment  of  a  suitable  number 
of  the  officers  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  to  exam- 
ine the  unexplored  ground,  during  the  next  sea- 
son, and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon.  The 
present  bill,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  nothin|^  more  than  an 
enlargement  of  the  views  and  objects  contained 
in  the  Message  of  the  President  1  shall  not  raise 
the  Constitutional  question  on  this  bill.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Mbb- 
csr)  the  other  day  suggested  a  different  method 
of  accomplishing  the  objects  of  this  bill.  He 
said,  if  I  understood  him  rightly,  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  full  authority  over  the  subject,  and  that 
it  was  only  necessary  to  add  a  little  to  the  appro- 
priation of  the  Quartermaster  General's  depart- 
ment In  answer  to  this,  the  first  remark  that 
occurs  is,  that  the  President  views  the  subject  dif- 
ferently, or  he  would  not  have  asked  for  the  au- 
thority to  be  granted  to  him ;  and  even  if  he  had 
B  sumciency  of  money  at  command,  he  would  not 


feel  himself  justified  in  embarking  in  a  great  pro- 
ject of  this  kind;  without  the  cooDtenaoce  of 
Congress,  no  one  could  expect  it.  If  the  gentle- 
man meant  that  the  appro|>riation  for  the  Quar- 
termaster General  mignt  be  increased,  desij^atiog 
at  the  same  time  the  object  for  which  the  increase 
is  made,  he  will  perceive  that  his  method,  as  far 
as  it  goes,  would  embrace  the  principle  of  tbe 
present  bill ;  the  only  essential  difference  would 
oe,  that,  in  that  case,  there  would  be  no  aothoritf 
to  employ  two  or  more  skilful  civil  engineers, 
which  is  of  importance.  Mr.  Wright,  aad  manjf 
others,  are  practical  men,  and  might,  it  is  pr^ 
sumed,  be  occasionally  employed.  If  it  was  meant 
simply  to  increase  the  appropriation  alluded  to, 
without  saying  for  what  purpose,  I  should  think  it 
liable  to  objections ;  on  that  account,  the  object 
should  be  expressed — the  people  should  understand 
what  is  intended  by  the  bill  we  are  about  to  pass. 

The  resources  oi  the  nation,  in  tiroes  of  peace, 
said  Mr.  H.^  cannot  be  engaged  to  greater  advan- 
tage, than  m  public  improvements.    These  will 
increase  the  quantity  or  productions,  by  saving 
labor,  and  opening  new  markets.    They  will  be 
permanent,  and  so  down  to  posterity  to  be  last- 
ingly enjoyed,  while  the  objects  of  most  other  ex- 
penditures may  be  forgotten.    The  Federal  Got- 
ernment  has  now  been  in  existence  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years,  and  yet,  under  all  the  natural  advan- 
tages of  the  country,  and  notwithstanding  tb^ 
high  political  inducements,  if  we  pass  the  limits 
of  this  District,  and  go  into  the  interior  of  tbe  na- 
tion, possessing  a  population  of  ten  millions,  there 
are  scarcely  any  traces  of  the  GrOTernmenl  to  be 
seen.    No  attention  has  been  paid  to  tbe  heary 
expense  of  transportation;  the  rivers  and  other 
waters  have  been  permitted  to  remain  in  their 
natural  slate — when,  at  the  same  time,  every  one 
acknowledges  the  incalculable  advantages  that 
would  result  from  improvements  in  times  of  peace; 
and  that,  in  the  event  of  a  single  war,  more  would 
be  lost  for  the  want  of  them,  than  would  be  suffi* 
cient  to  make  all  those  of  the  most  prominent 
character.    This  would  excite  surprise  if  we  were 
not  acquainted  with  the  reason  of  the  delay;  that 
it  is  owing  to  Constitutional  scruples  on  the  part 
of  the  Executive,  and  not  to  any  unwillingness  of 
the  people,  or  their  representatives,  to  undertake 
the  execution  of  public  works. 

I  sincerely  belicTre,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  the  people 
are  fully  prepared  for,  and  that  the  spirit  of  the 
nation  would  now  Justify,  the  expenditure  of  large 
sums  on  great  national  objects.  The  expense  of 
twent]^  or  twenty-five  millions  ought  to  form  no 
objection:  for,  if  the  debt  should  go  down  to  pos- 
terity, it  will  carry  with  it  a  legacy  of  a  thousand 
times  its  value.  We  are  under  no  pressing  obli- 
gation to  discbarge  it  immediately;  but  adinit 
that  we  are,  of  what  consequence,  compared  witb 
the  object,  would  such  a  sum  be,  when  lis  expen- 
diture would  be  spread  over  a  period  of  ten  or  fif- 
teen years?  We  can  never  expect  to  see  more 
prosperous  times  for  the  commencement  of  public 
undertaking.  If  this  subject  is  slumbered  over 
for  centuries,  the  same  reasons  will  be  urged 
against  public  works  that  are  now. 


197 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


998 


ANUARY,  1824. 


Swrveyt  for  Boadt  and  Canals^ 


H.  OP  R. 


It  is  owing,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  an  unfbitanate 
idifereoce,  aad  not  to  the  want  of  abiUty,  ibat 
oblic  undertakings  are  so  often  neglected,  in  dif* 
iient  countries.  England  had  capacity  sufficient 
)  hare  performed  all  her  great  works  long  be- 
}re  she  did.  France,  also,  has  long  since  had 
ifficienC  capacity  for  this  purpose,  but  Enffland 
more  than  half  a  century  in  advance  of  her. 
'he  la(e  Emperor  of  France,  although  he  may 
ive  committed  political  errors,  saw  this  subject 
I  its  true  light,  and,  notwithstanding  his  numer- 
15  wars,  he  paid  unremitting  attention  to  public 
nproTemeots  whererer  his  dominion  extended. 
1  reading  the  accounts  which  are  given  of  him 
his  misfortunes  at  St.  Helena,  I  could  not  but 
Imire  the  remarks  of  that  most  extraordinary 
an  00  this  subject.  In  speaking  of  the  Allied 
owers,  be  said:  "At  least,  the^  cannot  take  from 
ne,  hereafter,  the  great  public  works  which  I 
iare  executed,  the  roads  which  I  have  made 
)rer  the  Alps,  and  the  seas  which  I  hare  united. 
They  cannot  place  their  feet  to  improve  where 
nine  have  not  been  before.  Thank  God,  of 
hese  they  cannot  deprive  me.'* 
In  order  to  show  the  concern  which  the  people 
different  parts  of  this  country  have  manifested 
this  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  mention  the  objects 
tiich  have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
dads  and  Canals  within  the  last  two  years.  A 
ference  was  made  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
exploring  a  certain  section  of  the  State  of 
line,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  by^  survey. 
;  proper  route  for  a  road,  and  whether  it  woula 
useful  in  a  military  point  of  view,  from  the 
nobscot  river,  at  or  near  Bangor,  to  some  point 
the  eastern  boundary  of  the  State. 
A  similar  reference  was  made  in  favor  of  a  sur- 
f  being  made  to  ascertain  whether  it  would  be 
)per  for  the  General  Government  to  aid  in  the 
istruction  of  a  canal  in  the  town  of  Gloucester, 
Massachusetts,  to  connect  the  waters  of  Boston 
d  Ipswich  Bay,  in  order  to  avoid  the  dangerous 
1  tedious  passage  round  Cape  Ann. 
The  Legislature  of  New  York  passed  the  fol- 
nng  resolution,  which  was  referred : 

<<  In  Auembly,  April  10/A,  1838. 
'^nohedf  (if  the  honorable  the  Senate  concur  there- 
I  Thit  our  Senetors  in  Congrefs  be  instructed,  and 
Representatives  requested,  to  call  the  attention  of 
National  Government  to  the  great  importance  and 
(lie  utility  of  improTUig  the  navigation  of  the  Had- 
1 10  u  to  open  a  free  communication  and  direct  in* 
^orw  Ibr  vesaele  of  all  descriptions,  with  the  in- 
^«1  eaoal  navigation  of  the  State  of  New  York." 
^^utions  were  referred  instructing  the  com- 
^|<^  to  inquire  whether  it  is  expedient  for  the 
ifed  States  to  give  aid  to  the  Delaware  and 
ritan  Canal  Company,  and  to  the  Chesapeake 
1  Delaware  Canal  Cfompany.  Petitions  and 
^lutionswere  referred,. earnestly  solicitinff  the 
^'Dtion  of  Congress  to  the  navig^ation  of  the 
tomac  river,  and  its  connexion  with  the  west- 
waters,  with  a  view  of  extending  the  inland 
'jgation  to  the  Lakes. 

^  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
Alabama  waa  referred,  praying  aid  of  the  Gen- 


eral Government  to  connect  several  of  their  valu- 
able streams.  It  also  called  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  communication  of  the  Pensacola  bay 
with  that  of  Mobile. 

A  resolution  has  beeen  oflfered  at  this  session  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  opening  a  canal 
between  the  navigable  waters  ot  the  Tennessee 
and  Coosa  rivers. 

There  were  also,  said  Mr.  Hemphill,  other  ref- 
erences of  minor  importance.  The  measure  pro- 
posed by  the  present  bill,  continued  Mr.  H.  was 
recommended  by  the  able  and  valuable  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  4th  ot  April, 
1803^  in  the  folio wiujg  words :  "As  an  important 

*  basis  of  the  getieraf  system,  an  immediate  au- 
'  thority  might  also  be  given  to  take  the  surveys 
^  and  levels  of  the  routes  of  the  most  important 
'  roads  and  canals  which  are  contemplated ;  a 
'  work  always  useful,  and  by  which  the  practica- 
'  bility  and  expense  of  the  undertakings  would  be 

*  ascertained  with  much  more  correctness  than  in 
'  the  report ;  a  moderate  appropriation  will  besuf- 
'  ficient  for  these  several  objects." 

The  execution  of  this  measure  will  present  to 
Congress  a  full  view  of  the  subject.  It  will  lay 
the  foundation  of  a  well  digested  and  regular  sys- 
tem, and  it  will  require  but  Tittle  money,  compared 
with  the  importance  of  the  information.  Nothing 
can  be  more  useful  than  an  acurate  knowledge  of 
the  natural  capacities  of  thecountry  for  improve- 
ments ;  to  be  made  acquainted  as  well  with  the  in- 
terior as  exterior ;  to  possess  a  knowledge  of  all 
the  valuable  streams,  the  distances  of  their  tide 
waters,  the  impediments  to  naviaation  which  may 
be  in  theip,  and  their  capacity  of  being  connected 
to  each  other  by  good  roads  and  canals ;  to  ascer- 
tain the  routes  by  which  the  Atlantic  could  be 
connected  with  the  western  waters  and  with  the 
Lakes,  whether  by  the  Potomac,  or  by  the  Sus- 
quehanna and  Alleghany,  or  by  both ;  to  know 
what  improvement  would  cause  the  ffreatest  ad- 
vantage to  be  derived  from  the  St  Lawrence ; 
what  would  be  necessary  to  perfect  the  navigation 
of  the  Hudson  river  for  vessels  of  all  descriptions ; 
what  would  be  the  distances  of  roads  and  canals, 
to  make  a  connected  communication  along  the 
seaboard,  from  Maine  to  New  Orleans ;  by  what 
means  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  could  be 
rendered  less  dangerous  than  at  present;  what 
would  be  the  distances  and  character  of  the  coun- 
try over  which  national  roads  ought  to  be  con- 
structed. Such  information,  accompanied  with 
plans  and  estimates  of  expense,  wotud  be  of  the 
highest  importance;  for,  whether  the  improve- 
menU  of  the  country  are  to  be  made  by  the  indi- 
vidual States,  or  by  the  General  Government, 
under  its  present  Constitution  or  by  means  of  a 
change  of  the  Constitution,  this  information  would 
be  essentially  necessary.  All,  therefore,  said  Mr. 
H.  that  are  m  favor  ot  improving  the  country  by 
any  of  the  means  that  have  been  suggested,  can, 
with  consistency,  vote  for  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  H.  made  other  remarks,  to  show  the  propri- 
ety of  obtaining  the  information  required,  through 
the  Corps  of  Engineers,  with  the  assistance  of  two 
or  more  civil  engineers. 
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In  conclading,  Mr.  Hsmphill  moved  that  the 
blank  in  the  third  section  of  the  bill  be  filled  with 
$30,000. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  offered  a  motion  (which,  by 
the  rales  of  the  House,  superseded  that  to  fill  the 
blank,)  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 
He  did  this,  he  said,  in  all  fairness,  that  the  sense 
of  the  House  might  first  be  obtained  on  the  general 
principles  involved  in  the  bill,  before  any  thing 
should  be  determined  as  to  its  details.  Wishing, 
also,  to  deliver  his  views  on  the  subject,  and  the 
hour  being  now  rather  late,  he  moved  that  the 
Committee  slu>uld  rise,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

These  motions,  in  the  course  of  the  conversation 
which  followed,  Mr.  Babbour  withdrew. 

Mr.  Clat  (the  Speaker)  took  occasion  to  ob- 
serve, that  thejdiscussion  ought  to  be  left  free  upon 
the  broad  principle  of  the  bill,  before  going  into  a 
discussion  of  its  details.  Two  questions  of  prin- 
ciple, he  conceived,  were  involved  in  this  bill: 
first,  whether  Congress  possessed  the  Constitu- 
tional power  to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  internal 
improvement  5  and,  secondly,  whether  it  was  ez- 
ped ient  for  Congress  to  exercise  that  power.  Until 
It  should  be  settled  what  was  the  opinion  of  the 
House  on  both  these  points,  it  was  useless  to  go 
into  a  discussion  of  doUars  and  cents,  in  regard  to 
the  amount  of  appropriation  to  be  included  in  the 

bai. 

Mr.  Mercer,  on  the  other  hand,  did  not  think 
that  this  bill  was  calculated  in  any  manner  to  test 
the  opinion  of  the  House  on  the  great  questions  of 
the  power  of  Congress  in  regard  to  internal  im- 
provement, and  the  expediency  of  exercising  it. 
He  conceived  it  mi^ht  be  extremely  proper  to  em- 
plov  the  topographical  engineers  in  these  surveys, 
witDout  involving  the  Constitutional  question  at 
all,  and  indeed  that  they  could  not  be  better  em- 
ployed. Mr.  M.  adverted  to  the  opinions  of  the 
Executive  on  this  subject,  which  he  said  had  not 
that  he  knew  of  undergone  any  change.  It  was 
well  known  that  the  President  had  always  asserted 
the  power  of  the  General  Government  to  appro- 

Sriate  money  to  complete  roads  and  canals,  but 
ad  also  expressed  the  opinion  that  Congress  had 
no  jurisdiction  over  the  territory  of  the  several 
States  for  the  purpose  of  making  them.  But  this 
bill.  Mr.  M.  addeu,  did  not  involve  that  principle, 
ana  he  did  not  see  that  the  discussion  of  it  would 
now  be  in  place.  He  hoped,  before  the  session 
was  at  an  end,  that  a  bill,  which  did  involve  the 
question,  would  be  fairly  before  the  House,  on 
which  the  question  might  be  tested. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  knew  it  was  possible,  accord- 
ing to  one  interpretation  of  the  Constitutioo,  to 
pass  this  bill  without  involving,  in  the  discussion, 
the  general  principle  of  the  power  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  in  regard  to  internal  improvement.  But  he 
thought,  for  his  part,  that  the  House  could  not 
fairly  give  its  approbation  to  this  bill,  unless  it  also 
gave  its  assent  to  the  general  power.  For  what, 
be  asked,  does  the  bill  propose?  The  making  of 
certain  survevs,  with  a  view  to  opening  channels 
for  the  distribution  of  the  means  of  the  Qovern- 
ment,  and,  throufj^h  the  Post  Ofi&ce,  the  commu- 
nication of  intelligence  from  one  part  of  the  coun- 


try to  the  other.  If  the  €k>veniment  has  ao  right  to 
open  these  communications,  it  has  no  right  to  make 
the  surveys  which  are  preparatory  to  than.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  fact  that  when,  some  sixteen  yeanago, 
a  proposition  had  been  made  in  the  Senate  for  au- 
thorizing a  survey  for  a  canal  around  the  falls  of  the 
Ohio,  a  member,  now  hiffh  in  office,  was  of  opinioB 
that,  so  absolulely  was  the  Government  divested  of 
the  power  over  internal  improvement,  it  eoold  sa 
authorize  a  survey  looking  to  such  an  objecL  Mr. 
C.  said,  that  he  was  one  of  those  who  do  bdien 
the  power  of  making  roads  and  canals  to  Wloas 
to  the  Qovemment.  T  here  were  some  who  diffem 
from  him,  and  deduced  the  power  to  give  mooeT 
for  such  oKgects  from  the  power  to  appropriate  pub- 
lic money ;  whilst  he  considered  the  power  to  nab 
the  improvements  as  drawing  after  it  the  powato 
make  the  appropriations  for  them.  Accordio|i> 
the  view  wnich  he  took  of  the  subject,  the  pover 
of  the  Government  in  regard  to  internal  impran- 
ments  was  a  necessary  and  indispensable  topiecf 
discussion  which  this  bill  involved.  It  would  be 
better,  then,  he  thoujcht  to  bring  on  the  general  de- 
cussion  first,  and  alter  the  House  should  be  satis- 
fied of  its  power,  to  take  into  consideratioQ  thesis 
of  money  which  it  might  be  oecessary  to  appr^ 
priate  to  these  national  purposes. 

Mr.  Babboor  said  that,  on  this,  as  on  every  o^| 
casion  on  which  he  was  called  iipon  to  ttkc  put 
in  public  afiairs,  he  was  inclined  ^  act  with  p 
feet  fairness,    lie  assured  the  gentleman,  xhtttkn^ 
that  in  making  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  eDaetnl 
clause,  he  had  no  other  motiTe  than  to  coaiei| 
once  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  because,  if 
did  not  Bieet  the  Approbation  of  the  House,  it 
unnecessary  to  consume  time  in  the  dtscosstoa 
the  details.    Still  entertaining  this  impressioo. 
renewed  his  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacQ 
clause  of  the  bilL 

The  Committee  then  loae,  on  motion  of  w 
Babbour,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Ti}EB0AT,  January  13.  \ 

Mr.  Webbtbb,  from  the  Committee  od  the  i< 
diciary,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issaioft 
letters  patent  to  Samuel  Brown ;  which  was  rti 
twice,  and  committed  to  a*  Committee  of  4 
Whole.  J 

Mr.  Ramkin ,  from  the  Committee  on  the  rv 
lie  Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  0 
morial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alab^ 
prayinff  Congress  to  authorize  the  sale  of? 
public  lands  in  tracts  of  forty  acres,  or  ^^^^ 
parts  of  a  section ;  which  report  was  ordered  I 
lie  on  the  table.  j 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Landi  were d^ 
charged  from  the  consideration  of  the  meoon 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama.  |i 
posing  an  allowance  of  a  discount  of  37^  per^ 
on  the  price  at  which  certain  public  laQd:^  n 
been  sold ;  and  the  memorial  was  laid  oa  tf 
table.  ^ J 

Mr.  McLahe,  from  the  Committee  of  "^ 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  a  partial  t0 
priation  for  the  support  of  GovernBieot  for  the  f0 
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1824,  (for  the  compeDsation  of  Senators  and  Re- 
presentatiyen,)  which  was  twice  read,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  this  day. 

The  House,  hj  eonseht,  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Kent  in  the  Chair,  on  the 
abore  bill.  [Which  appropriates  ^65,140  for  tlie 
pay  of  the  members.] 

The  bill  was  reported  With  the  amendment  for 
filling  the  blank,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-day. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  regulating  the 
fees  of  the  registers  of  the  orphans'  court,  in  the 
teveral  counties  within  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Harvet,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Blagrove;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  annual 
report  from  the  Navy  Department,  of  the  names 
and  salaries  of  clerks  employed  therein;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Scott's  resolutions  of  yesterday,  calling  for 
the  records  of  land  titles  in  Missouri  and  Arkan- 
9ZSy  and  for  the  President's  instructions  to  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  in  that  State  and  Terri- 
tory, was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Sakford'b  resolution,  calling  on  th^  Third 
Auditor  for  information  touching  the  loss  of  a 
certain  wagon  and  horses  destroyed  by  the  Creek 
Indiaas,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

An  eogro^ed  bill  entitled  ''An  act  making  a 
partial  appropriation  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
meat  for  the  year  1834,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Sloane,  from  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  John  Bid- 
die,  coDtesting  the  right  of  Gabriel  Rxcbabo  to 
a  seat  in  this  House  as  the  delegate  from  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  made  an  unfavorable  report 
thereon ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  petitioner  objects  to  the  right  of  the  sitting 
delegate  to  retain  his  seat,  for  the  following  reasons : 
lit.  That  he  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  QUtes,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  is  an  alien,  owing  allegiance  to  a 
fpreign  Power ;  and  that  although  he  has  been  natn- 
rtUied  before  a  coart  of  the  Territory,  yet  that  this 
court  not  being  of  that  description  which,  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  is  aathorized  to  admit  aliens  to 
become  citizens,  his  admission  is  of  no  validity. 

2d.  That,  even  admitting  the  authority  of  the  court, 
the  nataralixation  not  having  taken  place  one  year 
previoQt  to  the  election,  he  is  still  disqualified  from 
^eUinifig  his  seat  In  entering  upon  the  considers- 
tioo  of  this  subject,  the  first  point  that  piesenU  itself 
i>  the  sQthority  on  which  the  right  of  a  Territory  to 
he  represented  by  a  delegate  in  5)e  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives is  founded;  and  next,  the  qualifications 
which  it  is  requisite  each  delegates  should  possess. 
The  office  is  one  which  is  not  provided  for  in  the 
CoDttittttion.  It  grew  out  of  the  ordinance  of  Con- 
gress for  the  government  of  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory, passed  anterior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  StaUs,  and  has  formed  the  basis  of 


all  the  Territorial  governments  which  have  since  ex- 
isted.    By  that  ordinance  no  quslifications  were  re* 
quired  of  the  person  elected  a  delegate ;  nor  do  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  which  have  been  snbse* 
qoently  passed  in  relation  to  the  election  of  delegates 
from  other  Territories,  prescribe  any.     The  commit- 
tee will  not  attempt  to  discuss,  much  less  to  dodde, 
the  propriety  of  allowing  persons,  who  «re  not  dti* 
sens  of  the  United  States,  or  who  may  owe  allegianee 
to  a  foreign  Government,  to  hold  seats  in  this  House 
as  delegates  from  Territories.    It  will  be  snfficient  to 
state  the  foct,  that  there  are  no  statutory  provisions  on 
the  sul^ect ;  and  that,  unless  it  can  be  d^uoed  from 
the  general  principles  of  the  Constitution,  there  is  no 
authority  to  exclude  an  alien  from  holding  a  seat  in 
Congress  as  a  delegate  froi^  a  Territory.    The  case 
under  consideration  does  not,  however,  present  itself 
in  such  manner  as  to  render  a  decision  of  this  point 
absolutely  necessary.     By  the  documents  which  have 
been  referred,  it  appears  that  the  sitting  delegate  is  a 
native  of  France ;  that  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
Butes  in  I79S,  with  an  intention  of  residing  therein  ; 
that  he  has  so  resided  until  the  present  time  ;  that  in 
June,  1823,  he  made  apphcstion  to  the  court  of  Wayne 
oonnty,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  then  holden  in 
the  city  of  Detroit,  and  was  adminod  to  become  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States.    The  question  now  comes 
up  for  consideration,  whether  this  court  is  of  the  de* 
scription  which  have  authority  competent  to  perforn 
acts  of  this  kind.     The  act  of  Congress,  passed  the 
14th  of  April,  1803,  entitled  <*An  act  to  establish  a 
uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  aU  the 
acts  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,''  provides  that 
aliens  may  be  admitted  to  become  citizens  of  the  Uni* 
ted  SStates  by  the  **  supreme,  superior,  district,  or  cir- 
cuit court  of  iome  one  of  the  States,  or  of  the  territo* 
risl  jurisdictions  of  the  United  States,  or  a  circuit  or 
district  court  of  the  United  States."    In  a  law  of  Con* 
gresB  which  was  designed  to  confer  jurisdiction  on 
other  courts  than  those  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  courts  were  possessed  of  different  powers,  and 
variously  constituted,  it  would  be  extremely  difficult 
to  describe  each  court  by  that  name  or  appellation 
which  it  received  in  the  law  of  the  State  or  Territory 
by  which  it  was  established.    Besides,  was  such  pre- 
cision to  be  observed.  Congress  would  be  under  the 
necessity  of  altering  the  law  to  meet  every  change 
which  the  different  States  might  find  it  convenient  to 
make  in  their  judicial  system,  or  otherwise  the  object 
of  the  law  might,   in  some  States,  be  entirely  de- 
feated.   In  making  provision  for  the  nataralizatioh  of 
foreigners,   the  intention  of  Congress  obviously  was 
to  confide  it  to  all  courts  which  possessed  those  attri- 
butes that  would  render  them  sai'e  depositories  of  the 
trust  reposed.     And  the  terms  employed  to  describe 
them  must  be  construed  to  relate  to  their  powers  and 
jurisdiction,  and  not  to  the  name  or  appellation  by 
which  they  were  respectively  designated  in  the  laws 
of  the  States  or  Territories  in  which  they  exist.   That 
this  is  a  fair  construction,  will  appear  manifest  from 
the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  the  same  act, 
which  declares  **  that  every  court  of  record,  in  any  in- 
dividual State,  having  common  law  jurisdiction,  and  a 
seal,  and  clerk  or  prothonotary,  shall  be  considered  as 
a  district  court  within  the  meaning  of  this  act'' 

The  exceptions  taken  to  the  authority  of  a  county 
court  of  a  Territory  to  admit  aliens  to  become  citizens 
of  the  United  Slates,  are  founded  on  the  reference  in 
this  section  to  State  courts,  and  the  omission  to  include 
the  courts  of  a  similar  character  in  the  Territories. 
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But  tbw  Mctioii,it  must  be  obterTed,  i«  merely  deelar- 
story,  and  cannot  joatly  be  conatnied  to  contain  any 
thing  more  than  an  explanation  of  what  was  intended 
to  be  understood  by  the  terms  *'  district  and  circuit 
court"  Let  us  see  what  is  the  interpretation.  It  is, 
<'  that  every  court  of  record  which  possesses  certain 
other  attributes,  which  are  enumerated,  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  district  court."  Here  is  no  new  grant  of 
power,  but  only  a  declaration  of  the  character  in 
which  those  courts  are  oonaidered ;  and  the  omission 
of  the  territorial  courts  in  this  section  cannot  be  con- 
strued to  annul  the  grant  of  power  contained  in  the 
first  section.  The  reason  for  enacting  the  first  section 
was  obviously  to  explain  away  certain  doubts  which 
appear  by  the  preamble  to  have  existed  in  regard  to 
some  of  the  courts  in  certain  States;  and  the  presump- 
tion is,  that,  in  respect  to  the  territorial  courts,  no 
such  doubts  were  suggested,  and  hence  the  omission. 
Should  this  view  of  the  subject  be  correct,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  but  that  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
the  county  courts  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  are  to 
he  considered  as  district  courts,  and  competent  to  admit 
aliens  to  become  citisens  of  the  United  States ;  and 
that,  as  the  sitting  delegate  was  natunlized  before 
one  of  those  courts,  he  thereby  became,  and  in  iact, 
now  is,  a  dtixen  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  wtU  now  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  second  objection,  viz :  That,  even  admits 
ting  the  validity  of  the  naturalization,  yet,  as  it  did 
not  take  place  one  year  before  the  election,  the  sitting 
delegate  was  not  at  that  time  l^g^  qualified,  inas- 
much as  he  had  not  resided  in  the  Territory  one  year 
previous  to  the  election  in  the  quality  of  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States.  The  authority  relied  on  to  support 
this  position  is  the  act  of  Congress  "  authorizing  the 
election  of  a  delegate  from  the  Michigan  Territory  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  extending  the 
right  of  sufirage  to  the  citizens  of  the  said  Territory," 
passed  the  16th  of  February,  1819;  and  the  "act  to 
amend  the  ordinance  and  acts  of  Congress  for  the 
government  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  passed  the  8d  of  March,  1823.  The 
former  of  these  acts  provides  *'  that  every  free  white 
male  citizen  of  said  Territory,  above  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  who  shall  have  resided  therein  one  year 
next  preceding  the  election,"  dbc.,  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  at  such  election  for  a  delegate  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  The  latter  act  provides  that  all 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  having  the  qualifications 

grescribed  by  the  act  of  the  16th  Februaiy,  1819,  shall 
e  eligible  to  any  office  in  said  Territory.  The  com- 
mittee will  not  undertake  to  decide  whether  the  sta- 
tion of  delegate  is  such  an  office  as  comes  within  the 
meaning  of  this  act ;  but,  even  admitting  that  it  is, 
the  conclusion  will  not  prejudice  the  right  of  the  sit- 
ting delegate  to  his  seat.  Neither  of  the  acts  referred 
to  require  that  the  person  shall  possess  the  qualifica- 
tions enumerated  at  any  other  time  than  that  at  which 
the  election  takes  place.  It  is  not  the  citizen  who  is 
required  to  have  resided  in  that  quality  for  one  year 
next  preceding  the  election.  It  is  the  person,  the  in- 
dividual, the  man,  who  is  spoken  of,  and  who  is  to 
possess  the  qualifications  of  residence,  age,  freedom, 
iStc,  at  the  time  he  offers  to  vote,  or  is  to  be  voted  for, 
or  claims  the  privileges  and  franchises  which  those 
acts  bestow.  From  a  careful  examination  of  the  case 
in  all  its  bearings  and  relations,  the  committee  are 
impelled  to  the  conclusion  that  the  sitting  delegate 
was  at  the  time  of  his  election  a  citizen  of  the  United 


States,  possessed  of  all  the  Constitutioftal  tad  kpl 
qualifications  to  render  him  eligible  to  a  ust  in  thi 
present  Congress,  and  do,  therefore,  submit  the  foUov- 
ing  resolution : 

**  Resolved,  That  Gabriel  Richard  is  entidea  to  t 
seat  in  this  House  as  a  delegate  firom  the  Terriioi;  oi 
Michigan." 

MARQUIS  LAFAYETTE. 

The  joint  resolations  yesterday  moved  bj  Mr. 
Mitchell^  of  Maryland,  lookin|^to  the  probability 
of  a  visit  from  the  Marqbis  Lafayette  to  this 
country,  and  proposing  to  send  a  national  ship  foe 
him,  were  read  a  second  time ;  and  the  question 
being  on  ordering  them  to  a  third  reading— 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Conoict  to  lay  ti^e 
resolations  on  the  table  to  give  time  for  fuiih«r 
consideration  thereon. 

This  motion  was  nepti?ed — 80  to  74. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  expressed 
his  wish  to  have  more  authentic  information  cf 
the  expressions  of  General  Lafayette  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  visit  to  the  United  States.  He  thoogb: 
the  House  was  not  in  possession  of  such  iaforou- 
tion  on  the  subject  as  would  justify  actlDg  upon 
it — intimating,  that  if  he  was  properly  apprized 
of  the  facts  alleged  in  the  preamble,  he  did  dc: 
know  that  he  should  object  to  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Brent^  of  Louisiana,  said  he  did  doi  co&- 
sider  it  material,  to  a  decision  on  these  resolutioos. 
whether  or  not  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Marqiiit 
Lafaj^ette  to  visit  the  United  States.  But,  Mi. 
B.  said,  he  had  seen  letters  from  the  Marquis  biio- 
self,  expressing  that  wish.  He  had  seen  a  letter 
addressed  to  Mr.  Davezac,  of  New  Orleans,  when- 
in  Marquis  Lafayette  stated  that  it  was  his  iDtes- 
tion  to  visit  the  United  States  once  more  befcrt 
he  died.  One  of  his  colleagaes,  also,  (Mr.  Liv- 
ingston,) had  received  a  letter  to  the  same  efw- 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  hoped,  on  this  occasion,  notoolf 
an  affirmative  bat  an  unanimous  vote.  Itvts 
unnecessarv  for  him  to  refer  to  the  valae  of  ^ 
services  wnich  General  Lafayette  had  rendered 
to  this  county  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Ther 
were  too  deeply  engraven'in  the  bosomof  every  naa 
to  need  to  be  revived  to  his  recollection.  The  res^ 
lutions  would  cause  no  expense,  and  establisb  oj 
precedent.  The  House  bad,  from  various  unoffi- 
cial sources,  all  *the  information  they  could  desire 
on  this  subject,  and  he  hoped  the  resolve  would 
pass. 


Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  striking  out  the  words  "  expressed 
an  anxious  wish,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  ''^b- 
nounced  his  intention,"  to  visit  the  United  Sutes, 

Mr.  CoNDicT,  of  New  Jersey,  said,  that  it  wooU 
be  much  more  competent  for  a  committee  than 
for  the  whole  House  to  amend  the  phraseolo^  ^ 
a  resolve,  and,  as  there  seemed  to  oe  some  doubt 
as  to  the  phraseology  of  the  preamble  at  least,  be 
moved  to  refer  the  resolutions  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  without  oppositioo; 
and  Mr.  Condict,  Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Holcombe, 
Mr.  Brent,  Mr.  Cuthbebt,  Mr.  Cambbelexg, 
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and  Mr.  Livingston,  were  appointed  the  said 

committee, 

SURVEYS  FOR  B0AD8  AND  CANALS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hemphill,  the  House  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  uofioished  business  of  yesterday.  Mr.  Foot 
was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  the  consideration  of 
tbe  bill  for  obtaining  the  necessary  sarTeys,  plans, 
and  estimates,  on  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals, 
was  resumed. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  said,  that  it  had  been  in 
order  to  test  the  principle  of  tbe  bill  before  the 
House,  that  he  had  yesterday  moved  to  strike  out 
the  enactioff  clause ;  he  would  now  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House  while  he  endeavored  to 
state  some  of  the  reasons  which  compelled  him 
to  oppose  the  principle  on  which  the  bill  must  ne- 
cessarily rest.  He  was  aware  that  the  subject  had 
been  discussed,  elaborately,  at  a  former  Congress, 
and  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  avoid,  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  teaching  on  some,  at  least,  of  the 
points  then  so  fully  argued — he  should  endeavor 
to  guard  against  this  as  far  as  it  was  practicable ; 
and,  being  verv  unwilling  to  trespass,  unnecessarily, 
00  the  time  or  tbe  House,  should  endeavor  to  com- 
press the  few  remarks  he  had  to  offer  into  as  dense 
a  form  as  he  was  capable. 

The  bill,  observed  Mr.  B.,  proposes  an  appro- 
priation of  money  to  obtain  the  necessary  surveys 
ttnd  plans  on  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals ;  and 
its  advocates  had  ur^ed  that  it  was  merely  a  meas- 
ure to  procure  useful  information  ;  but  it  sought 
that  information  avowedly  with  reference  to  an 
ulterior  object ;  and  if  this  ulterior  measure  be 
not  Constitutionally  within  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress, then  he  contended  that  Congress  were  not 
warranted  in  taking  the  preparatory  step  now  pro- 
posed. He  should  trouole  the  House  with  no  re- 
marks on  the  general  subject  of  internal  improve- 
ments ;  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  good 
foads  and  canals  none  deny  ;  he  fully  accorded 
in  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  the  savins  or  expense  and  promo- 
tion of  intercourse  whicn  must  necessarily  result 
from  them.  But  the  question  now  to  be  argued 
was  of  a  different  complexion — it  was  the  ques- 
tion of  power.  He  had  long  been  of  opinion, 
that  Congress  was  not  possessed  of  this  power 
trader  the  Constitution,  as  that  instrument  now 
stands ;  and  it  would  be  the  object  of  his  present 
discussion  to  prove  this. 

Before,  however,  he  went  into  an  examination 
of  the  Constitution  itself,  he  would  make  some 
prelioainary  remarks  on  the  principles  and  spirit  of 
that  instrument.  When  the  Constitution  was 
about  to  be  formed,  the  great  problem  which  oc- 
cupied the  minds  of  its  framers  was  the  determi- 
nation what  powers  should  be  conceded  by  the 
Slates  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  what  pow- 
ers should  be  retained  by  the  States.  If  too  much 
should  be  granted,  the  General  Government,  like 
Aaron's  serpent,  would  soon  swallow  up  the  Slate 
governmente ;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  too  little  were 
conceded,  the  Federal  Government  would  be  in- 
efficient for  the  purposes  of  its  institution.    The, 


one  error  threatened  liberty,  the  other  threatened 
internal  peace  and  order.  In  these  delicate  and 
difficult  circumstances,  the  authors  of  the  Consti- 
tution determined  on  a  compromise  between  these 
opposite  interests,  and  the  compromise  rested  on 
one  general  principle,  subject,  however,  to  a  few 
modincations.  That  general  principle  was  this : 
that,  whenever  the  object  to  be  obtained  was  one 
which  required  the  concentrated  strength  of  the 
whole  Confederacy,  the  power  to  effect  it  was  re- 
posed in  the  Federal  Government ;  thus  the  rais- 
ing of  armies  and  constructing  of  fleets  for  the 
national  defence  were  objects  which  no  individ- 
ual State  could  effect,  and  they,  with  other  powers 
of  .the  like  character,  were  therefore  confided  to 
the  Greneral  Grovemment ;  and,  because  they  could 
not  be  effected  without  the  requisite  pecuniary 
means,  the  Constitution,  on  the  same  principle, 
gave  (jongress  power  to  raise  a  revenue.  There 
were  other  objects,  also,  which,  from  their  nature, 
could  not  be  managed  with  the  requisite  concert, 
by  thirteen  distinct  independent  sovereignties: 
such  as  the  regulation  of  foreign  commerce  and 
the  making  oi  treaties,  which,  therefore,  were  in- 
trusted to  the  General  Grovemment.  He  cited 
these  instances  as  illustrations  and  exemplifica- 
tions to  show  w)iat  kind  and  order  of  powers  the 
reason  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  deposited  in  / 
the  hands  of  the  Federal  Gk)vernment  But  while, 
from  necessity,  powers  of  this  character  were 
ceded,  all  powers  which  had  relation  to  matters 
of  internal  regulation,  all  that  might  be  denomi- 
nated municipal  powers,  were  reserved  to  the 
States.  These  States  had  each  a  government  of 
its  own,  and  the  authors  of  the  Constitution  wisely 
judged  that  these  governments  were  fully  compe  • 
tent  to  take  the  superintendence  of  their  own  in- 
ternal concerns,  and  were,  from  their  situation, 
likely  to  be  more  intimately  acquainted  With  these 
concerns,  and  therefore  best  adapted  to  their  pro- 

ST  management.  This  distinction  of  power,  Mr. 
.  insisted,  was  the  general^  fundamental  princi- 
ple on  which  the  whole  Constitution  was  based ;  and 
it  would  prove  the  best  guide  in  investigating  any 
part  of  that  instrument ;  the  object  of  which  had 
been,  by  a  wise  distribution  of  power,  to  assign  to 
the  General  and  to  the  several  State  Governments, 
each  its  own  proper  orbit,  in  which  to  move  for 
the  general  good. 

Yet  this  general  principle  was  susceptible  of, 
anti  had  received  some  modifications.  Some  few 
of  the  municipal  powers,  of  a  special  and  partic- 
ular character,  had,  for  wise  reasons,  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  General  Grovemment.  An  instance 
of  which  was  found  in  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
given  to  that  government  over  tbe  spot  where  its 
seat  should  be  fixed ;  the  reason  of  this  was,  ob- 
viously, that  the  freeexerciseof  its  functions  might 
be  preserved,  unawed  by  any  influence  that  might 
otherwise  be  exerted  over  them  in  consequence  of 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  any  particular  State. 
So  the  General  Government  had  the  power  to 
regulate  commerce  between  the  States,  and  to  Bx 
a  standard  of  weights  and  measures ;  for  which,  as  in 
the  former  instance,  there  was  a  special  reason, 
viz :  the  necessity  for  uniformity,  an  object  which 
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could  not  have  been  attained,  had  theae  powers 
been  left  where,  on  the  general  principle,  they  be- 
longed, that  is,  with  the  several  States.  There 
were  but  fewpowers  of  this  description  placed  in 
the  G^eneral  Government ;  and  on  investigation, 
it  would  be  found  that,  in  every  individual  case, 
there  was  a  special  individual  reason  for  the  grant, 
which  rendered  it  a  proper  exception.  [  Mr.  Bar- 
bour here  read  extracts,  in  confirmation  of  his 
position,  from  "  The  Federalist,"  No.  45.] 

Now,  said  Mr.  B.,  if  the  principle  I  have  stated 
furnishes  a  sound  rule  for  the  interpretation  of  the 
Constitution,  might  I  not  stop  here  and  ask  whe- 
ther the  subject  of  internal  improvements  is  not 
characterized  by  every  thing  which  can  brin^  it 
within  the  ckss  of  municipal  powers  ?    Whetner, 
in  the  language  of  the  book  I  have  just  quoted, 
the  able  commentary  of  the  authors  of  the  Con* 
atitution  themselves,  it  is  not  a  system  of  "  meas- 
ures to  promote  internal  order,  improvement,  and 
prosperity  ?"    Now,  the  municipal  powers  granted 
to  the  General  Gk>vernment,*being  so  many  excep- 
tions to  the  general  principle,  are  all  distinctly 
enumerated.    The  enumeration,  therefore,  limits 
the  extent  of  such  powers  in  that  Government ; 
it  has  the  powers  enumerated,  and  it  has  no  more. 
Whence  will  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  me  get 
other  municipal  powers  ?    Will  they  attempt  to 
find  them  under  that  part  of  the  Constitution 
which  has  been  said  to  be  nothing  more  than  a 
rule  which  would  have  resulted  of  course,  and 
which  might  have  been  omitted,  since  what  it 
contains  is  a  necessary  inference  from  what  went 
before  it,  viz :  "  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be 
'  necessary  and  proper  for  carryipg  into  execution 
^  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested 
'  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Government  of  the 
'  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer 
'  thereof?"     Surely,  as  the  States  intended  to 
give  the  General  Government  only  a  few  specific 
municipal  powers,  it  is  not  competent  for  that 
Government  to  assume  other  municipal  powers  as 
incidents  to  federal  powers.    This  would  be  to 
extend  the  grant  of  specific  municipal  powers,  by 
claiming  them  as  incidents  to  another  class,  and 
may  be  so  far  extended  as  totally  to  overthrow 
the  partition  which  that  instrament  has  so  assidu- 
ously erected  between  the  General  and  the  State 
Governments. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  an  examination  of 
the  Constitution  itself,  in  reference  to  the  power 
in  question.  It  was  worthy  of  inquiry,  however, 
first,  to  look  at  the  great  diversity  of  opinion  among 
those  who  profeswd  to  derive  the  power  of  ma- 
king internal  improvements  from  the  Constitution. 
Some  thought  it  might  be  done  with  the  consent 
of  the  States  concerned ;  others,  without  that  con- 
sent. Some  drew  it  from  one  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution, some  from  another.  Some  maintain  that 
Congress  has  the  power  without  the  section  which 
authorizes  them  to  collect  taxes,  &c. ;  others,  that 
it  has  not.  All  these  various  classes  of  advocates, 
however  diverse  or  incompatible  their  various 
opinions  might  be,  were,  he  did  not  doubt,  as  sin- 
cere in  holding  and  in  expressing  them,  as  he  him- 
self was  in  the  views  he  took  on  the  subject.    He 


should  think  it  needless  to  occupy  much  time  to 
prove  that,  if  Congress  possessed  tne  power  at  all, 
they  needed  not  the  assent  of  the  States,  through 
which  the  improvements  were  to  pass,  tboagh 
such  assent  had  been  asked,  as  to  the  Camberiand 
road.  For,  whatever  powers  the  Coostication  has 
given  them,  they  may  not  only  exercise  without 
the  assent  of  the  States,  but  against  their  will, 
within  Constitutional  limits.  Take,  for  exaopie) 
the  power  of  taxation ;  and  so  of  their  other  pow- 
ers.  If  assent  is  to  be  procured,  it  implies  that  it 
cannot  be  done  without  such  assent ;  but  if  tbe 
assent  give  the  authority,  it  follows  that,  by  tke 
assent  of  a  few  States,  a  new  power  may  fce  im- 
parted ;  whereas,  to  get  a  new  power,  requires  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  which  can  oDlf 
be  done  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  that  iostni- 
ment.  There  are,  indeed,  a  few  cases  in  whicb 
the  Constitution  requires  the  assent  of  the  States. 
such  as  the  purchase  of  sites  for  forts,  araeDals. 
dtc.,  but  the  very  requisition  of  assent  in  these 
cases,  utterly  excludes  the  idea  of  its  necessity  is 
any  others. 

If  no  consent  is  required  from  the  States,  it  most 
be  because  the  power  is  granted  by  the  CoDstito- 
tion*  Is  it  granted  ?  asked  Mr.  B.  I  cannot  fiad 
such  a  word  in  any  part  of  that  instrument,  as 
power  to  make  canals.  He  here  read  extncu 
from  the  report  of  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, (General  Hamilton,)  in  which,  he  contended, 
that  that  statesman  did  not  pretend  to  claim  suck 
a  power  as  belonging  to  the  Ueneral  Govern mest 
He  was,  in  that  report,  opposing  the  force  of  the 
arguments  of  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  ^Mr. 
Jefferson,)  in  respect  to  the  incorporation  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  but,  though  strenaoos 
in  his  opposition,  he  admitted  '^that  a  special 

*  power  to  incorporate,  for  the  purpose  of  opeoing 

*  canala,  would  have  been  necessary,  except  with 
^  regard  to  the  Western  territory ;  there  being 
'  nothing,  in  any  part  of  the  Constitution,  re- 
'  specting  the  regulation  of  canals."  It  is  not 
pretend^  that  the  power  to  make  roads  and  ca- 
nals is  a  positive  power,  granted  by  the  Consti- 
tution ;  it  is  supposed,  however,  to  be  implied  ia 
some  of  those  expressly  enumerated.  From  which 
of  these  is  it  sought  to  be  derived?  Some  say 
from  that  clause  which  gives  to  Congress  ^' power 
to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among  the  several  States^"  For  himself,  it  had 
always  been  his  opinion  that  this  grant  extended 
no  farther  than  to  prescribing  the  terms  on  which 
this  commerce  shall  be  conducted.  He  had  de- 
rived this  opinion  equally  from  the  history  and 
the  geographical  position  of  the  United  Suttt> 
The  slightest  glance  at  a  map  of  the  Union  is 
sufficient  to  show  that,  in  respect  to  commercial 
advantages,  some  of  the  States  are  far  better  situ- 
ated than  others ;  and  this  power  was  given  to 
prevent  undue  advantage  beine  taken  of  tho» 
States  which  were  less  favorably  situated,  by  the 
laying  of  exactions  on  the  passage  of  their  pto- 
ducts  to  a  market,  dec,  [on  wnieh  part  of  the  sub- 
ject he  read  a  quotation  from  one  of  the  numbers 
of  "  The  Federalist."]  Here,  he  said,  was  a  pre- 
cise and  special  reason  for  the  grant  of  this  power, 
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vbjcii  Qaght  to  be  taken  aa  th«  best  expianatioo 
aflbe  power  itseif. 

But  it  had  been  urged,  that  the  same  word 
'regulate,"  is  equally^  applied  in  this  clause  of  the 
Constitution  to  foreisn  and  domestic  commercei 
uid  yet,  under  this  clause,  the  Government  was 
leld  to  hare  the  power  of  erecting  iigbthousesi 
leacoDs,  &c.  If  they  might  do  this,  under  a  i>ower 
0  "  regulate"  foreign  commerce,  why  not,  it  has 
Mea  asked,  make  canals  and  roadsi  under  a  power 
0  ** regulate"  domestic  commerce?  To  this  ar- 
rumeot,  Mr.  B.  replied,  that  the  analogy  from 
be  general  power  to  the  particular  act,  was  by  no 
neans  as  strong  in  the  one  case  as  the  other.  But, 
le  thought  that  a  full  answer  was  to  be  found  in 
he  Constitution  itself,  viz.,  in  that  clause  which 
[1768  to  Congress  ejrciusiTe  legislation  oTer  <<  all 
places  purchased  with  the  consent  of  the  States, 
or  the  erection  of  forts,  magazine  arsenals,  dock- 
yards, and  other  needful  buildin|^,"  taken  in  con- 
lexion  with  the  course  of  legislation  upon  the 
abject;  for,  upon  reference  to  the  laws  of  the 
Jnited  States,  we  find  a  long  list  Df  cessions,  by 
he  States,  of  sites  for  lighthouses,  beacons,  4bc., 
vhich  clearly  proves  that  Congress  legislated 
mder  the  idea  that  they  derived  the  power  from 
hat  source.  Whether,  therefore,  the  power  to 
nake  roads  and  canals  is  sought  to  be  established, 
mder  this  clause  of  the  Constitution,  by  consult- 
iig  its  express  terms,  or  relying  on  the  above  an- 
^lagYi  or  resortinff  to  the  declarations  and  illus- 
xatioDs  of  its  autEors,  speaking  in  the  Federalist, 
he  attempt  must  prove  equally  tinavailing. 

The  next  clause  resorted  to,  is  that  which  ^ves 
0  Congress  ^'- power  to  raise  and  support  amues ;" 
vhence  it  is  argued  that  they  have  an  incidental 
}ower  to  make  military  roads.  Here  he  should 
flke  occasion  to  make  some  remarks  on  inciden- 
al  powers  in  general.  It  was  utterly  unsafe  and 
nadmissible  to  infer  an  incidental  power  from  a 
lower  expressly  granted,  merelv  on  the  ground  of 
t>  remote  convenience,  or  condociveness,  in  car- 
ying  the  granted  povrer  into  effect :  to  be  inci- 
lental,  it  must  have  an  immediate,  direct,  and 
Vpropriate  relation  to  the  granted  power.  If, 
vhen  a  power  is  expressly  granted,  every  other 
|ower  which,  in  however  distant  and  remote  a 
legree,  may  be  convenient  or  conducive  to  its  ex- 
^cise^  is  held  also  to  be  granted,  as  incidental  to 
he  first,  where  is  power  to  stop  ?  There  is  no 
|nd  to  the  lon^  chain  of  cause  and  effect  The 
constitution  gives  you,  said  Mr.  B»,  "  power  to 
^▼ide  and  maintain  a  navy  ;'^  to  do  this,  ship* 
imber  is  requisite.  Will  it  be  held,  that  tk 
(nnted  power  to  provide  a  navy,  contains,  aa  an 
Bcidental  power,  authority  to  forbid  the  people 
torn  cutting  and  using  the  timber  on  their  own 
l^ois  1  In  other  words,  from  clearing  their  lands  ? 
le  could  multiply  examples  of  the  same  kind.  If 
>ower8,  however  remotely  conducing  to  the  grant- 
^  power,  be  held  incidental  to  it,  the  grant  was 
)f  illimitable  extent.  Nothing  like  an  immediate 
ind  appropriate  relation  was  to  be  found  between 
aising  armies  and  making  roads. 
,  The  next  clause  relied  on  was  that  which  con- 
ers  power  ^<to  eatablish  post  offices  and  post 


roads."  The  view  he  had  always  entertained  of 
the  meaning  of  this  clause  was,  that  it  only  au- 
thorizes Congress  to  designate  the  route  in  which 
the  mail  shall  travel,  the  places  where  post  offices 
shall  be  located,  and  to  secure  to  the  mail  the 
right  of  passing  unmolested.  The  "  Federalist," 
speaking  of  this  power,  calls  it  a  "  harmless"  one* 
As  he  construed  it,  it  was  so  j  but,  if  the  opposite 
construction  prevailed,  it  ceased  to  be  so  '^harm- 
less" or  inconsiderable.  The  authors  of  the  Con- 
stitution thouffht  that  the  consent  of  a  State  was 
necessary,  before  the  Greneral  Government  could 
get  jurisdiction  over  even  so  much  ground  as  was 
required  to  build  a  fort ;  but  the  construction  now 
contended  for  gives  them  an  extended  jurisdiction 
indeed.  According  to  a  late  report  from  the  Post 
Office  Department,  there  are, in  the  United  States, 
80,000  miles  of  post  roads;  but  if  Congress  may 
incorporate  a  company,  and  set  toll-gates  upon 
one  of  these  roads^  it  may  on  all  of  them.  Here 
then  is  a  jurisdiotion  over  80,000  miles  of  road, 
with  the  patronage  of  all  the  officers  connected 
with  them — a  mass  of  power  which  can  hardly 
be  called  "  harmless"  in  tne  sense  of  the  ^'Federal- 
ist."  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  not  much  in  the  habit 
of  referring,  on  such  subjects,  to  legislative  aur 
thority,  but,-  as  far  as  was  inferrible  from  the  acts 
on  the  subjeet  of  post  roads,  the  sense  of  Congress 
had  been  against  the  power  now  contended  for. 
In  all  the  laws  on  the  subject,  the  act  merely  de- 
signates the  route  to  be  pursued,  though  the  title 
is,  "to  establish  post  roads."  It  was  very  true 
that  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  cannot  stop  the 
mail ;  but  the  question  now  in  discussion  is  the 
question  of  power  to  make  a  road.  If  Congress 
has  jurisdiction  over  post  roads,  what  becomes  of 
that  jurisdiction  when  a  post  route  (as  happens 
ev^ry  day)  is  discontinued  ?  Does  it  revert  to  the 
particular  State?  And  when  the  General  (jov- 
ernment  obtains  jurisdiction  over  a  road«  does  the 
State  jurisdiction  thereon  cease?  or  have  the 
two  Governments  concurrent  jurisdiction?  If 
they  have,  suppose  each  of  them  should  incorpo- 
rate a  company  to  make  the  same  road,  must  one 
yield  ?  and  which  one  ?  Most  the  State  govern- 
ment, yield  to  the  General  Government  its  soil 
and  jurisdiction  ?  Where,  asked  Mr.  B.,  is  there 
a  solitary  instance  to  be  found  of  the  General 
Government's  obtaining,  under  the  Constitution, 
any  soil  except  that  which  it  i$  authorized,  by  the 
Constitution,  to  purchase,  that  which  it  holds  as 
national  territory,  or  that  which  is  ceded  for  a 
seat  of  government?  On  the  one  construction 
there  is  no  collision,  no  incompatible  or  con- 
flicting jurisdiction ;  all  is  harmony.  But,  on 
the  other,  all  is  conflict.  The  one  construction 
leaves  to  Congress  exclusive  jurisdiction  within 
its  limits,  and  to  the  State  governments  exclusive 
jurisdiction  within  theirs.  The  opposite,  exposes 
both  to  all  the  inconveniences  and  dangers  ol  col- 
liding jurisdictions. 

Mr.  B.  next  proceeded  to  examine  the  clauses 
which  f[iveB  the  power  "to  lay  and  collect  taxek 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises;  to  pay  the  debts  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States,"    However  gentlemet^ 
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.might  differ  rs  to  the  coDstnictibD  of  different 
parts  of  the  Coostitution,  there  was  one  point  on 
which  all  agree,  viz:  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  is  a  limited  government,  a 
government  subject  to  restrictions.  But,  thoueh 
this  be  so,  and  the  Constitution  prescribes  the 
limits,  if  you  interpret  the  above  clause  of  that  in- 
strument so  as  to  say  that  Congress  may  do  any 
thing  it  pleases  to  do,  that  will  ^promote  the 
general  welfare"  or  the  "common  detence,"  then 
all  limits  elsewhere  laid  are  utterly  vain  and  nu- 
gatory. The  powers  given  are  as  illimitable  as 
space;  expediency,  and  that  alone,  is  left  to  regu- 
late the  Cfovernment.  Or  if,  as  is  contended  by 
others,  this  clause  refers  merely  to  a  power  of  ap- 
propriation, still,  if  you  say  that  Congress  may 
appropriate  any  money  it  pleases,  and  for  any  ob- 
ject that  will  "promote  the  general  welfare,''  the 
case  is  scarcely  any  better  than  before.  If  this  is 
a  limited  Government,  neither  construction  can 
be  a  sound  one:  either  of  them  lets  all  that  loose 
and  perfectly  unre^lated  which  the  Constitution, 
throughout,  so  assiduously  labors  to  regulate  and 
confine.  [In  support  of  this  position  Mr.  B.  again 
read  extracts  from  the  Federalist]  The  correct 
construction  of  the  above  clause  was  this,  it  gives 
to  Congress  the  power  to  raise  money  because 
that  power  is  indispensable;  it  is  the  very  life- 
blood  of  all  government ;  but  the  money  raised  is 
limited  in  the  mode  of  raising  it,  and  limited  as  to 
the  ends  to  which  it  may  be  applied.  If  the  right 
of  appropriation  be  restricted  in  its  application,  to 
the  objects  enumerated  in  the  Constitution,  then 
the  question  in  any  given  case  will,  as  it  has  been 
justly  said  by  hi^h  authority,  be  sufficiently  pre- 
cise and  determinate  to  be  submitted  to  judicial 
decision ;  but,  if  it  be  established  as  a  principle, 
that  Confess  may  appropriate  money  to  any  and 
every  object  whicn  tney  may  think  will  promote 
the  general  welfare,  then  it  is  obvious  that  it  will 
become  in  every  instance  a  question  of  expediency, 
to  be  decided  by  legislative  discretion,  and  not 
subject  to  judicial  control.  A  very  just  and  pre- 
cise view  of  this  subject,  Mr.  B.  said,  is  ffiven  by 
the  late  President  of  the  United  States  in  nis  com- 
munication to  Congress,  assigning  the  reason  of 
his  dissent  from  an  act  passed  by  both  Houses. 
[He  here  read  extracts  from  the  President's  com- 
munication.] 

Having  thus  examined  in  succession  the  several 
parts  of  the  Constitution,  in  which  the  advocates 
for  internal  improvements  sought  to  find  the 
grant  of  power  to  make  them,  he  would  add  one 
other  view  of  that  instrument  considered  as  a 
whole.  Although  its  framers  went  into  the  con- 
struction of  it  in  a  liberal  spirit  of  mutual  conces- 
sions, yet  there  is  manifest,  in  various  parts  of  it, 
a  i>ortion  of  mutual  jealousy  also.  That  spirit 
plainly  appears  in  such  regulations  as  that  which 
provides  that  all  direct  taxes  shall  be  in  proportion 
to  the  population  of  the  several  States — that  there 
shall  be  no  tax  on  exports,  dbc.  These  provisions 
evidently  arose  out  ot  a  fear  that  some  inequality 
might  exist  in  the  burdens  or  advantages  of  the 
new  Government  as  apportioned  among  the  States. 
But  if  the  framers  ot  the  Constitution  thus  in- 


tended  to  guard  by  anticipation,  against  ill  such 
inequalities,  do  I  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  derive  from 
that  fact  a  very  strong  argument,  to  show  that 
they  never  meant  to  give  to  the  General  Gotctd- 
ment  municipal  powers,  such  as  internal  improTe- 
ment?  These  powers  bear  directly  on  the  inter- 
nal afifoirs  of  a  people  almost  infinitely  diversified 
in  situation,  circumstances,  and  \ocb1  interests. 
Of  what  use  is  it  to  forbid  a  disproportioDate 
drawing  of  money  from  the  different  States^i^ 
when  drawn,  according  to  doe  proportion  from 
each,  it  may  then  be  j^iven  for  the  benefit  of  a  few, 
or  of  a  sin«e  State  f  Take  an  illustration  from 
the  great  New  York  canal.  Had  the  expense  of 
that  canal  been  borne  by  the  General  GovernmeDtl 
Although  it  would,  in  a  degree,  have  **  promotd 
the  general  welfare,"  would  it  not,  out  of  all  pro- 
portion, have  benefited  the  State  of  New  York  in 
particular?  And  do  what  you  will,  from  the 
very  nature  of  thing[s  it  must  happen,  howerei 
pure  the  intentions  of  Government,  that  the  prac- 
tical operation  of  such  an  interpretation  of  ibc 
Constitution,  and  of  the  system  which  rests  ci 
that  interpretation,  will  be  to  produce  an  unequal 
and  disproportionate  application  of  moneys  dravi 
from  all  the  States,  if  this  may  be  done,  it  is 
vain  to  forbid  unequal  taxes,  and  what  most  be 
the  natural  consequence  ?  To  produce  discontou 
and  heart-burnings  in  those  parts  of  the  Uqh» 
which  are  least  boaefited,  or  not  at  all,  by  the  im- 
provements effected.  Some  States  may  be  so 
situated  by  geographical  position  that  either  i 
small  share  only,  or  no  part  of  the  proposed  im- 
provements may  be  made  within  them,  and  whes 
they  see  large  sums  continually  going,  under  tiit 
idea  of  "  promoting  the  general  welfare,"  to  a^ 
complish  objects  which  are  to  benefit  other  States, 
a  Jealousy  will  be  excited  dangerous  to  the  peace 
of  our  country.  It  may  be  said  that  such  a  feel- 
ing is  unjustifiable;  however  that  may  be,  it  is 
the  part  of  a  wise  Government,  and  it  was  the  de 
sign  of  the  authors  of  our  Constitution  to  guard, 
as  f&r  as  practicable,  against  giving  occasion  to 
feelinffs  of  so  pernicious  a  character. 

Before  he  concluded,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  won)^ 
refer,  in  anticipation,  to  an  argument  which  be 
doubted  not  to  hear  urged  from  certain  precedenis 
which  have  already  bwen  set  by  Congress  on  tbe 
general  subject,  and  which  are  thought  by  sone 
to  cover  the  principle  against  which  ne  was  dow 
contending. 

The  case  of  the  Cumberland  road  was  one  of 
these  precedents.  It  had  been  constructed  not  hf 
any  one  of  the  State  governments  through  whose 
territory  it  passed,  but  by  the  General  Gorem- 
ment,  and  at  the  public  expense.  Very  true  Bat 
did  not  Congress,  in  the  very  act  providing  for 
this  road,  virtually  cede  the  Consututional  ques- 
tion, by  r^niring  the  consent  of  those  S latest 
If  tne  Constitution  gives  the  Congress  power  to 
make  roads  where  it  will,  "^  to  promote  the  general 
welfare,"  the  consent  of  no  Sute,  as  he  hoped  be 
had  already  proven,  can  be  required  to  the  exe^ 
cise  of  that  power;  and  so  far  was  President 
Jefiersdn  from  believing  such  a  power  to  be  iB 
the  possession  of  Government,  that  he  ezpressij 
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recommended  an  amendmeDt  of  the  Constitution 
ifl  order  to  give  it.  On  the  same  ground  Presi- 
dent Madison  rested  his  veto  to  the  act  for  giving 
the  bonus  of  the  United  States  Bank,  as  a  fund  for 
internal  improvement;  and  our  present  worthy 
Chief  Magistrate,  although  he  has  approved  acts 
for  the  continuation  and  completion  of  the  Cum- 
berland road,  made  a  distinction  between  power 
to  appropriate  for  such  a  road,  and  the  power  of 
jurisdiction  over  it.  I  deny  both.  Id  conclusion, 
Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  had  endeavored  to  present  to 
the  House  a  fair,  and  at  the  same  time,  brief 
statement  of  his  views  on  this  subject ;  he  had 
lon^  been  settled  in  the  opinion,  that,  however 
desirable  or  advantageous  internal  improvements 
might  be,  Congress,  by  the  Constitution,  had  no 
power  to  make  them.  He  knew  that  other  gen- 
tlemen differed  widely  from  himself  in  this  opin- 
ion, and  he  could  not,  and  did  not,  entertain  the 
slightest  doubt  that  they  were  as  sincere  and  up- 
ri£nt  in  their  views  as  he  was  in  his ;  both  sides 
of  the  question  would  doubtless  be  presented  in 
argument,  and  it  would  be  for  the  Committee  to 
decide  between  them. 

Mr.  Ho  Lcbif  BE,  of  New  Jersey,  rose,  and  observed, 
that  the  course  which  he  should  take  in  the  dis- 
cussion, would  be  widely  different  from  the  one 
pursued  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Barbour,)  who  had  just  taken  his 
seat,  and  who  had  addressed  the  Committee  with 
so  much  ingenuity  and  eloquence.  I  shall  defend 
the  Constitutional  right — Mr.  H.  observed — and 
the  ezpedienc^r  of  passing  this  bill.  The  Consti- 
tutional right,  indeed,  in  the  General  Grovemment, 
and  the  expediency  of  appropriating  the  public 
treasure,  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement, 
have  always  appeared  to  me  propositions  too  ob- 
vious and  irresistible  to  require  either  illustration 
or  defence ;  and  there  is,  surely,  no  fact  in  our 
parliamentary  history  more  remarkable,  than  the 
successful  opposition  which  has  comlmtted  this 
hill,  or  the  principle  which  it  involves,  in  "every 
stage  of  its  progress.  Posterity  will  scarcely 
credit  it ;  especially  when  the  enlightened  period 
in  which  we  live,  and  the  spirit  of  universalHm- 
provement  which  distinguishes  it,  be  taken  into 
consideration.  And  the  fact,  Mr.  Chairman,  can 
only  be  explained  by  referring  it  to  that  obliquity 
of  the  human  mind,  which  arrays  itself  in  oppo- 
sition to  all  new  improvements,  either  in  physics 
or  in  morals ;  and  to  ail  novel  and  extraordinary 
efforts  of  genius  or  patriotism.  Ridicule  and  con- 
tempt pursued  the  great  Columbus  from  Court  to 
Court ;  and  persecution  followed  him  to  the  grave. 
The  grandeur  and  success  of  his  enterprise  were 
insufficient  to  protect  him  from  the  embittered 
vengeance  of  those,  whose  vain  predictions  he  bad 
so  signally  exposed.  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  refer  to  history  for  illustration. 
When  Fulton  announced  the  discovery  of  steam- 
i^avigation,  incredulity  pointed  to  numerous  fail- 
ures ;  and  ignorance  asserted  its  folly  and  extrav- 
apnce.  But,  the  steamboat  Boats  upon  the  waters 
of  every  civilized  nation,  and^if  the  contemplated 
improvement  of  another  distinguished  American 
^  not  illusory,  is  destined  to  traverse  the  ocean 


itself,  for  the  purposes  of  commerce,  with  a  celer- 
ity heretofore  unprecedented,  and  unimagined — 
conquering  time  and  space,  and  drawing  together, 
within  the  circle  of  social  and  national  intercourse, 
the  remote  and  scattered  families  of  the  human 
race.  Again,  sir,  when  the  question  of  the  great 
New  York  Canal  was  first  in  agitation,  public 
opinion  pronounced  it  a  project  visionary  and  im- 
possible. The  traveller,  indeed,  struck  with  the 
magnificence  of  the  enterprise,  assented  to  its 
practicability,  but  spoke  of  the  ages  necessary  for 
Its  completion.  In  less  than  six  years,  however, 
the  waters  of  the  great  Lakes  mingled  with  the 
Hudson !  and  this  most  brilliant  and  successful 
effort  of  modern  genius  and  enterprise  is  rapidlv 
hasteninff  to  its  consummation.  And  such  will 
be  the  splendid  result,  I  will  venture  to  predict,  of 
the  present  question.  It  has  been  denounced,  as 
unconstitutional,  and  opposed,  as  inexpedient. 
But,  if  innumerable  indications  and  expressions 
of  public  opinion  be  not  entirely  deceptive,  the 
period  is  not  distant — ^nay,  before  the  very  deco- 
rations of  this  Hall  shall  be  soiled  by  the  hand  of 
time — when  a  new  policy,  and  new  principles  of 
legislation,  shall  be  announced,  by  liberal  and 
munificent  appropriations  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, for  tne  purposes  of  internal  improvement. 

The  bill,  Mr.  Chairman,  iscombatted  as  uncon- 
stitutional and  inexpedient.  I  will  examine  both 
points,  as  briefly,  but  perspicuously,  as  I  am  able. 

That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in 
broad  and  express  terms,  has  not  granted  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  the  power  of  ap- 
propriating the  public  treasure  for  the  purposes  of 
internal  improvement,  is  unquestionable.  But 
that  such  a  power  is  really  secured  by  a  liberal 
construction  of  this  instrument,  sufficiently  ample 
for  all  the  purposes  of  legislation  in  relation  to  this 
question,  has  never  been  doubted  by  many  poli- 
ticians. I  profess  to  belong  to  that  number.  And 
indeed  I  cannot  conceive  an  idea  more  extravagant 
than  that  a  Government  should  be  constituted  so 
utterly  imperfect  as  to  be  incapable  of  appropria- 
ting its  funds  for  any  object  which  its  constituted 
authorities  might  consider  necessary  for  the  public 
welfare.  History  furnishes  no  such  example.  And 
that  ours  is  actually  such  a  Government,  must 
pre-suppose  the  most  extraordinary  want  of  fore- 
sight in  a  body  of  politicians,  (the  framers  of  the 
Constitution,}  otherwise  remarkable  for  the  acute- 
ness  and  prophetic  sagacity  of  their  views.  We 
have  been  accustomed  to  regard,  and  justly  too, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  the  ablest 
effort  of  wisdom  and  virtue.  But,  if  the  doctrines 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat  be  correct,  m  bitterer  satire  upon  its  imperfec- 
tions could  scarcely  be  pronounced  or  imagined. 

**  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  insure 
domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings 
of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  oar  posterity,  do  ordain  and 
establish  this  Constitution  for  the  United  States  of 
America." 

Such,  said  Mr.  H.  is  a  condensed  but  very  lu- 
minous view  (its  preamble)  of  the  pervading  spirit 
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and  grand  design  of  the  Constitution.  But  yet, 
sir,  we  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  that 
the  bill  under  consideration,  obviously  and  ac- 
knowledgedly  indispensable  to  secure  the  public 
defence,  and  promote  the  general  welfare,  is  un- 
constitutional !  But,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
hesitation  of  earlier  legislators  in  relation  to  the 
Constitutional  right  of  appropriating  public  money 
for  objects  of  internal  improvement,  a  practice  or 
practices  have  grown  out  of  the  implied  powers  by 
the  Constitution,  which,  as  legitimate  precedents, 
appear  to  me,  as  far  as  tne  present  question  is  con- 
cerned, to  be  fully  sufficient  to  remove  all  obsco- 
rity  (if,  indeed,  obscurity  there  be)  from  the  proper 
latitude  of  construction  to  be  given  to  it.  We 
erect  lighthouses,  seawalls,  piers,  and  buoys,  to 
facilitate  commerce;  we  endow  military  schools 
as  appendages  to  our  military  system;  we  eon^ 
struct  costly  edifices  and  establish  expensive  li- 
braries, to  subserve  the  luxury,  or,  if  you  please, 
the  convenience  of  legislation,  without  startling 
the  scruples  or  prejudices  of  the  most  sensitive. 
But  such  acts,  gentlemen  observe,  are  essential  for 
carrying  into  effect  powers  expressly  granted.  And 
surely,  upon  this  principle,  (if  no  other  principle 
permitted,)  a  system  of  internal  improvement  by 
the  General  Government  may  be  sustained  and 
defended.  For  are  not  roads  and  canals  obviously 
indispensable  for  carrying  into  effect  a  system  of 
public  defence,  as  provided  for  by  the  Constitution? 
Indispensable,  incleed,  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
whole  grand  uesign  of  that  immortal  instrument — 
the  security,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  the  good 
-people  of  these  States. 

The  right  of  appropriation,  together  with  aU 
necessary  jurisdiction  and  soverei|;nty,  extends  in 
my  opinion  to  every  act  of  legislation,  which, 
though  unembraced  by  the  express  letter  of  the 
Constitution,  will  obviously  and  certainly  promote 
the  public  welfare.  And  this  is  the  construction, 
I  am  convinced,  which  public  opinion  has  given 
to  this  question.  The  Committee  will  perceive, 
therefore,  that  I  do  not  derive  the  Constitutional 
power  of  appropriation  in  this  case,  as  a  conse- 
quent to  the  power  of  regulating  internal  or  exter- 
nal commerce,  or  of  establishing  post  offices  and 
post  roads,  or  from  an  extended  and  extravagant 
construction  to  any  individual  power,  but  rather 
from  that  general  power,  which  appears  to  me  inci- 
liental  to,  and  inseparably  connected  with,  all 
Governments:  the  power  of  securing  the  public 
defence  and  promoting  the  general  welfare.  But 
such  a  power,  it  is  observed,  has  no  limits ;  it  will 
reach  to  any  thing  and  every  thing,  and  conse- 
quently is  dangerous  and  in  admissible.  The  dan- 
ger, sir,  is  more  imaginary  than  real.  The  discre- 
tion of  Congress  must  determine  its  limits,  as  it 
does  in  relation  to  every  other  power  of  the  Con- 
stitution, express  or  implied.  I  would  not,  Mr. 
Chairman,  on  this,  nor  on  any  other  subject,  be 
considered  as  regarding  lightly  the  authority  of  the 
Constitution.  On  the  contrary,  as  far  as  its  powers 
be  express  and  unequivocal,  let  them  be  fulfilled, 
even  to  the  uttermost  of  their  requisitions.  It  is, 
indeed,  a  charter  so  inexpressibly  solemn  and  im- 
posing in  its  obligations,  that  it  should  be  approach- 


ed with  caution,  and  toaehed  (if  it  be  toachedat 
ail)  with  becoming  reverence.  Or  rather,  it  is 
that  grand  temple  m  which  is  deposited  the  aik, 
not  only  of  our  own  liberties,  but  of  the  hopes  sod 
liberties  of  the  human  race. 

«<  Long  ss  the  Coliseum  stands,  Rome  thsll  stud; 
When  falls  the  Coliteumt  Rome  shall  fall, 
And  when  Rome  fidls,  the  world." 

Yes,  sir,  equally  with  those  opposed  to  the  bill, 
I  regard  as  sacred  and  obli^tory,  the  authority  of 
the  Constitution,  as  far  as  it  be  express  and  um- 
quivocal.    And  I  must  be  permitted  to  avail  my- 
self of  this  opportunity  of  protesting  against  the  ex* 
traordinary  disposition  manifested  at  this  moment, 
to  assail  its  integrity.    And  I  regret  exceedingly 
to  observe  the  force  of  the  powerful  talents  of  isy 
distinguished  friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
McDuFFis,}  arrayed  against  iL   Amendmeau may 
be  necessary ;  and,  to  a  certain  extent— a  very 
limited  extent,  however — I  believe  are  desirable. 
But  With  all  its  imperfections,  it  is,  notwithsisod' 
inff|  Mr.  Chairman,  that  august  structure  isto 
which  I  would  rather  see  coounitted  the  everlast* 
ing  destinies  of  this  country,  than  any  other  whicli 
the  genius  of  man  will  ever  be  able  to  devise  oi 
erect.    Storms  may  assail,  and  the  shadows  of 
portending  dissolution  will  assuredlv  encompiss 
it.    But,  as  long  as  virtue  and  intelligence  coa* 
tinue  to  crowd  its  nortals  and  officiate  at  ils  altsn, 
the  tempest  will  Durst  harmless  around  it;  aod 
when  the  deep  gloom  of  the  moment  shall  bretk 
awajr,  the  symbol  of  the  Union  will  still  be  sees. 
floating  over  it,  as  resplendently  as  evei^— as  ofi- 
influenced,  and  unendangered,  indeed,  as  the  stand- 
ard erected  above  us,  by  the  storms  which  some 
times  shake  this  hall  to  its  foundations. 

But,  sir,  the  friends  of  this  bill  differ  exceed- 
ingly from  those  opposed  to  us,  in  our  maiiDer  of 
approaching  the  Constitution,  for  the  purposes  of 
mislation,  in  relation  to  this,  as  well  as  every 
other  subject,  involving  a  Constitutional  qoesiiop. 

They  appear  to  me  to  regard  it  (and  they  will 
pardon  the  freedom  of  the  comparisoa)  ss  tkc 
Eastern  nations  do  the  thrones  of  their  princes,  ot 
the  shrines  of  their  divinities.  They  approacli  it 
with  reverential  awe,  and  fall  down  prostiated 
and  paralyzed  in  its  presence.  We,  on  the  coo- 
trary,  putting  on  the  panopiv  of  a  more  liberal,  ii 
not  a  purer  faith,  advance  fearlessly  into  itsjKv- 
cincts,  and  legislate,  if  it  be  necessary,  aroaod  its 
very  altars;  and  if,  in  the  ardor  of  our  devotioBio 
the  puUic  good,  we  should  inadvertently  toock 
tiie  very  sanctuary  itself,  the  spirit  within,  we  feet 
assured,  will  launch  no  thunderbolt  to  panish  the 
indiscretion  of  those  ftiithful  and  zealous  semn^ 
who  otherwise  administer  with  pure  bands  ifid 
upright  intenttoas. 

This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  neither  heresy,  I  ^ 
lieve,  in  relation  to  our  religious  creed,  nor,  I 
presume,  if  properly  constructed,  to  our  politieti 
faith. 

But  there  is  a  neutral  ground  which  this  sob* 
ject  presents,  whereupon  the  most  tender  coft- 
sciences  might  legislate  without  being  startled 
with  the  upbraiding  voice  of  the  violated  CooiO- 
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tarioQ.  I  have  never  heard  objections  made — at 
least,  not  antil  lately — and  never  upon  Constitu- 
tional grounds — to  the  practice  of  employing  the 
military  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement; 
and,  how  easy  would  it  be,  by  extending  this  prin- 
ciple, to  avoid  altog^ether  the  imaginary  barriers 
of  the  Constitution!  But  why  attempt  to  exer- 
cise, by  indirection,  (and  I  almost  feel  degraded 
for  bafing  made  the  suggestion,)  a  right  which  is 
amply  secured  to  us  by  long  continued  usage ;  by 
the  precedence  of  a  hundred  formal  laws,  and  the 
universal  and  unequivocal  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion itself?  But,  I  assert  aeain,  if  the  doctrines 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  be  cor- 
rect, that  the  whole  history  of  our  legislation  is  a 
history  of  disregard  and  violence  to  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  Constitution.  Does  the  Constitution 
authorize  the  expenditure  oi  extravagant  sums  of 
public  money  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings? 
And  yet,  sir^  in  virtue  of  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  authorizes  Congress  to  erect  need- 
ful buildings  for  its  accommodation,  we  have  ap- 
propriated, Of  rather,  lavished,  millions  upon  mU- 
lions.  For  what?  To  decorate  a  spot  forever 
disgraced  and  degraded  in  our  history.  To  em- 
bellish editices  associated  with  recollections  too 
bitter  and  too  humbling  to  be  capable  of  exciting 
any  other  emotion  than  that  of  shame  or  confusion 
in  the  bosom  of  an  American  citizen.  I  am,  per- 
haps, touching  invidious  ground,  and  I  Would  not 
be  misunderstood.  I  presume  not  to  censure  the 
munificence  of  former  laws,  which  have  resulted 
in  the  splendor  and  decoration  around  us.  But  I 
must  be  permitted  to  observe  that,  if  we  can  Con- 
stitutionally appropriate  such  vast  sums  for  the 
erection  of  monuments  of  taste,  (for  mere  accom- 
modation we  all  know  and  fed  is  utterly  out  of 
the  question,)  upon  what  ground  of  right  or  con- 
sistency can  this  bill,  or  the  system  which  it  leads 
to,  be  opposed? — a  svstem,  I  repeat  again  and 
again,  indispensable  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
great  end  of  the  Constitution  —  the  interests, 
strength,  and  safety  of  the  Union. 

But  I  have  lingered,  Mr.  Chairman,  too  Ions 
around  the  Constitution,  and  must  hasten  forward 
in  the  course  before  me. 

I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  expediency  of  the  bill.  Many  gentlemen, 
vho  profess  to  have  no  Constitutional  scruples  on 
this  subject,  are,  nevertheless,  opposed  to  it  on  the 
grounds  of  expediency.  The  time  has  not  arrived, 
they  observe^  when  we  can  profitably  engage  in  a 
system  of  this  description ;  that  the  state  of  the 
Treasury  and  public  opinion  are  opposed  to  it.  I 
differ  from  such  ffentleraen,  and  will  proceed  to 
state  my  reasons  for  urging  it  upon  the  immediate 
attention  of  the  Government. 

The  bill,  it  will  be  seen,  contemplates  no  appro- 
priation for  roads  and  canals.  It  merely  embraces 
that  kind  of  statistical  information,  which  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  Government  to  collect.  The 
surveys,  it  will  not  be  concealed,  are  intended  to 
be  preparatory  to  a  general  system  of  internal  im- 
provement, by  the  Government.  In  the  course  of 
two  years,  it  is  supposed,  the  surveys  may  be 
completed  •,  afWr  which  we  shall  be  enabled  to  ^ 


commence  the  systeni  with  every  desirable  ad- 
vantage. 

The  bill  bears  but  slightly  on  the  Treasury* 
But  were  the  Treasury  even  bankrupted  at  this 
moment,  I  know  of  no  method  better  calculated  to 
redeem  its  credit,  and  fix  it  upon  a  basis,  perma- 
nent and  irreversible,  than  tne  improvement  of 
our  vast  domain  by  tne  means  suggested.  I  am 
indebted  for  this  remark  to  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill. 

The  direct  advantages  which  accrue  to  the  pub* 
lie  Treasury  by  the  creation  of  outlets  and  mar- 
kets for  a  rich  and  fertile  country,  to  use  common 
language,  is  incalculable.  I  do  not  believe  that  I 
trespass  much  on  probability,  when  I  assert  that 
the  great  canal  in  the  State  of  New  York,  by 
means  of  its  influence  upon  importations,  has  al-« 
ready  added  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
little  less  than  millions !  i  es,  sir,  millions.  And 
if  the  credulity  of  gentlemen  be  startled  by  the 
assertion,  the  slightest  attention  to  the  fact,  I  flat- 
ter myself,  will  convince  them  t>f  its  accuracy. 

New  York  is  destined  to  reap  a  golden  harvest 
from  their  great  work — and  great  and  golden  OEiay 
it  be,  beyond  even  the  dreams  of  the  most  saoguina 
of  her  economists^but,  sreat  as  it  certainly  will 
be^  it  must,  nevertheless,  be  limited,  indeed,  com- 
pared with  the  immense  profits  to  be  realized  frooa 
it  by  the  General  Government;  bat,  hi  this  view 
of  the  subject,  I  diffisr,  it  seems,  very  widely  from 
the  gentleman  who  has  jost  taken  his  seat;  time 
must  test  the  troth  of  our  respective  opinions. 
And  I  shall  be  much  disappointed,  and  will  frank- 
ly confess  myself  entirely  iffnorant  ot  the  nature 
and  iaflaences  of  its  internal  improvement,  if  this 
great  work,  when  completed,  do  not  prove  more 
profitable  to  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  than 
the  whole  of  our  trade  at  this  moment  is,  wilh 
the  continent  of  Europe.  Works  of  this  desGri|K 
tion  triumph  over  the  improvidence  of  nature^ and 
create  communities  whicn^  independently  of  them) 
could  have  no  possible  existence.  The  Territory 
of  Michigan,  tor  example,  has  long  been  a  use- 
less and  expensive  appenda^  to  the  Government 
But  the  magic  of  internal  improvement  is  about 
to  reach  it ;  and.this  fine  Territory  is  destined  sooa 
to  be*  admitted  into  the  Union,  a  rich  and  popa- 
loos  State. 

The  effect,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  such  works  upoa 
existing  communities,  is  great  beyond  all  belief. 
In  England,  before  the  introduction  of  canal  nav- 
igation, not  a  point  in  the  kingdom  was  aaore 
than  thirty  miles  distant  from  water  carriage,  and 
her  rcmds  were  excellent.  With  such  facilities  for 
internal  commnmication,  it  was  to  be  presumed 
that  canals  would  prove  of  little,  if  any,  benefit  to 
the  kingdom.  Bnt,  in  despite  of  all  such  facts 
and  considerations,  there  is  no  country  in  the 
world,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  Holland, 
which  has  been  so  extensively  enriched  by  canal 
navigation ;  the  profits  of  canal  stock,  as  we  are  aa- 
sured  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  have 
far  exceeded,  in  many  instances,  all  hope  and  all 
calculation — realizing  to  proprietors  the  wealth  of 
the  most  stioMiiated  Soutk-eea  dreams — ^for  I  eaa 
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think  of  nothing  eLse  wherewith  to  make  the  com- 
parison. 

I  would  not  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  nor  elsewhere, 
be  the  advocate  of  any  measure,  either  risionary 
or  eztravaffant.  But  such  is  my  confidence  in  the 
influence  of  roads  and  canals,  in  creating  revenue, 
and  establishing  the  power  and  wealth  of  nations, 
that,  were  the  Treasury  at  this  moment  empty^  I 
would  conscientiously  advocate  the  passage  of  a 
bill,  loaning  the  amount  of  money  necessary  to 
carry  into  effect  a  general  system  of  internal  im- 
provement ;  calculating,  confidently,  that  the  sac* 
rifice,  if  sacrifice  indeed  it  can  be  termed,  would 
be  recompensed  to  the  Treasury  a  hundred  fold. 
A  sum  which  will  little  exceed  the  sum  which  will 
be  necessary  to  complete  the  New  York  canal, 
would  open  an  inland  sloop  navigation  along  the 
seaboard  of  this  country,  upwards  of  eight  hundred 
miles  in  extent ;  connect  the  valley  of  the  Ohio 
with  the  Chesapeake,  remove  obstructions  from 
all  principal  rivers  in  the  Union,  and  extend  the 
great  national  road  to  the  banks  of  the  Missis- 
sippi— in  fact,  would  efiiect  every  object  of  inter- 
nal improvement  at  present  in  contemplation ! 
And  is  any  gentleman  prepared  to  rise  in  his  place 
and  maintain  that  the  increase  of  revenue  to  the 
public  Treasury,  consequent  upon  these  works,  in- 
dependently of  ordinary  profits,  would  not  greatly 
transcend  the  interest  which  would  accrue  upon 
the  sum  jult  suggested,  or  upon  any  other  sum 
necessary  to  complete  a  genersu  system  of  internal 
improvement  ?    I  presume  not. 

But,  sir,  there  is  no  necessity  for  resorting  to 
loans  for  internal  improvement,  nor  of  making  it 
a  charge  upon  the  ordinary  revenne.  I  intend,  if 
I  am  not  anticipated,  (but  I  hope  and  trust  I  shall 
be,)  to  urge  upon  the  consideration  of  this  Con- 
gress, the  expediency  of  establishing  an  internal 
revenue,  to  be  pledged  exclusively  for  the  purposes 
of  internal  improvement.  The  revenue  to-be  de- 
rived principally  from  an  excise  upon  domestic 
spirits  3  thus  forcing  a  great  national  evil  to  con- 
tribute towards  a  great  national  benefit.  This, 
Mr.  Chairman,  is  no  visionary  project,  but  rather 
a  great  interest  within  the  reach  oi  the  most  ordi- 
nary efibrts.  But,  sir,  it  is  observed,  if  these  ob- 
jects be  as  important  and  profitable  as  represented, 
that  the  States  will  execute  them;  that  such 
works  belong  exclusively  to  the  States.  The  re- 
mark, to  a  certain  extent,  is  correct  The  States 
will  execute,  at  least,  a  part  of  them.  But  mark 
the  diflference  of  execution !  The  States  will  con- 
struct small  commercial  canals,  accommodated  to 
their  immediate  wants,  without  the  slightest  re- 
gard to  national  considerations.  I  would  not, 
Mr.  Chairman,  trespass  unnecessarily  upon  the 
rights,  the  province,  or  the  sensibilities  of  the 
States.  But,  it  must  be  notorious  to  every  one 
who  reflects  for  a  moment  upon  this  subject,  that 
there  are  numerous  objects  of  internal  improve- 
ment which  the  States  have  not,  nor  ever  can 
have,  either  the  disposition  or  the  ability  to  exe- 
cute. Will  the  States  ever  open  a  sloop  naviga- 
tion through  the  Istlnnus  of  Barnstable  ?  Will 
the  States  ever  construct  canals  of  dimensions 
capable  of  transmitting  ships  of  war  through  the 


State  of  New  Jersey  ?  Or  from  the  Ddaware  to 
the  Chesapeake  bay?  Will  the  States  ever  con- 
nect the  great  flood  of  the  Mississippi  with  the 
seaboard  of  the  Atlantic  States;  or  extend  the 
great  national  road  beyond  the  Ohio  ?  And  yet 
these,  sir,  are  objects  or  deep  and  universal  inter- 
est, whether  r^arded  in  relation  to  public  de- 
fence, or  as  emcient  means  of  promoting  the 
general  welfare,  strength,  and  permanence,  of  the 
Union. 

But  the  time,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  particularly 
propitious  for  commencing  a  system  of  internal 
improvement.  Talent  and  experience  we  possess 
in  abundance.  Peace,  too,  waves  her  olive  orer 
us.  And  it  is  during  the  tranquillity  of  peace 
alone  that  monuments  of  useful  industry  can  be 
profitably  erected.  But,  tranquil  as  the  moment 
IS,  it  is,  unhappily,  passing  away.  Cloads  and 
shadows  already  hang  upon  it.  Future  wars,  I 
need  not  remark,  are  certain.  All  experience,  la- 
deed,  points  to  their  recurrence  as  unavoidable. 
Let  us  prepare  for  them.  And  the  necessity  of 
roads  and  canals,  as  constituting  an  importaat 
part  of  this  preparation,  need  not  be  urg^  upon 
the  conviction  of  the  Committee.  The  want  of 
them  during  the  late  war,  it  will  never  be  forgot- 
ten, lost  to  the  Republic  thousands  of  lives  and 
millions  of  treasure. 

But,  the  expediency  of  the  bill  maT  be  further 
inferred  from,  our  facilities  and  capabilities  for  in- 
ternal improvement,  upon  a  scale  the  most  extended 
and  magnificent.  The  impress  of  the  highe&t 
destinies  is  visible  in  every  section  of  the  Republic. 
Allow  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  call  your  attention 
to  some  remarkable  features  in  our  geography, 
which  appear  to  me  so  legitimately  connected  with 
this  subject,  that  I  cannot  consent,  in  this  discus- 
sion, to  pass  them  by  unnoticed — ^familiar  as  they 
must  be,  and,  indeed,  necessarily  are,  to  every 
member  of  the  Committee.  But,  who  has  ever 
refused  to  gaze  again  on  the  beauties  of  a  splendid 
picture  ?  particubrly  the  picture  which  represents 
the  land  of  his  highest  hopes,  and  the  home  of  his 
best  aJBfections. 

I  pass  by  the  rivers  of  the  Atlantic  States — the 
great  bays,  the  vast  estuaries  of  the  seaboard.  Look 
Westward.  U  pwards  of  two  thousa  nd  miles  from 
this  Hall,  commences  a  chain  of  lakes  and  inland 
seas,  which  constitute  our  northern  boundary,  and 
which,  after  traversing  the  centre  of  an  immense 
valley,  still  unsurveyed,  and  partially  unknown, 
contracts  into  the  great  river  of  the  North,  the 
mighty  St.  Lawrence;  which  would  roll  with  all 
its  treasures  to  the  ocean  amidst  the  accumulated 
Winter  of  the  frozen  circle.  But,  arrested  by  die 
enterprise  of  the  State  of  New  York,  its  current, 
as  far  as  the  purposes  of  commerce  are  concerned, 
is  directed  Eastward,  and  is  destined,  before  the 
revolution  of  another  year,  to  mii^fe  with  the 
waters  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  centre  of  the  tempe- 
rate zone !  The  most  brilliant  triumph  which  the 
art  of  man  has  ever  achieved  over  the  dispositions 
of  nature. 

Again,  sir,  from  the  bosom  of  a  wilderness,  k 
the  State  of  New  York^  near  the  borders  of  Lake 
Erie,  gushes  the  foaatain  of  the  Ohio.    Between 
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ire  aad  six  thousand  miles  from  thence,  (pur- 
>uiD^  the  windings  of  their  respective  courses,} 
vithiQ  the  recesses  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  issue 
the  springs  of  the  great  Missouri ;  these  noble 
streams,  flowing  towards  each  other,  Eastward 
lod  Westward,  and  coliectinff,in  their  progression, 
the  tribute  of  a  thousand  valleys,  are  at  length  lost 
in  the  vast  flood  of  the  Mississippi,  which,  pur- 
Hjiog  its  majestic  course  towards  the  ocean,  and 
swelled  in  its  progress  by  the  accession  of  nu- 
merous rivers,  more  extensive  than  any  of  the 
kiogdoms  of  Europe,  rolls  its  mighty  waters  into 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  noblest  tribute  paid  by 
the  earth  to  the  ocean,  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 
globe!  Is  not  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  domain 
worth  improving — a  country  worthlegislating  for  ? 
But,  sir,  I  must  close  my  remarks  more  abruptly 
than  I  had  intended.    I  am  exhausted. 

From  the  Eighteenth  Congress,  much  is  expected 
io  relation  to  internal  improvement.  It  represents 
a  new  era  in  our  politics.  It  represents  millions 
ttf  freemen,  who,  for  the  first  time,  have  exercised 
their  rights  and  realized  their  political  existence 
upon  this  floor  ;  and  who,  from  the  peculiarity  of 
their  situation,  (being  principally  the  inhabitants 
of  frontier  States,)  must  necessarily  feel  the  deep- 
est interest  in  the  consummation  of  a  system,  one 
of  the  first  objects  of  which  is  to  obviate  the  in- 
conveniences of  location,  and  draw  the  extremities 
of  the  Union  within  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  our  great  outlets  and  markets. 

Legislation,  in  many[  countries,  oftentimes  be- 
trays the  poverty  ot  their  resources.  Here,  on  the 
contrary,  it  caa  effect  every  thing  but  miracles. 
Before  its  exercise,  the  mountains  disappear,  and 
the  valleys  swell  into  the  plains,  the  beds  of  nav- 
igable streams.  Such,  however,  are  ordinary  at- 
tributes. Legislation,  moreover,  from  this  Hall, 
can  speak,  almost  instantaneously,  into  existence, 
nch  and  powerful  States ;  and,  by  its  magical  in- 
fluences upon  wealth  and  population,  can  throw 
around  the  institutions  and  enterprise  of  the  pres- 
ent moment,  the  splendor  of  those  high  destinies 
^hich  are  evidently  reserved  for  these  States  in 
««  progress  of  ages. 

Let  therefore  the  present  biU  pass,  as  preparatory 
|o  &  general  system  of  internal  improrement ;  and 
let  this  system  be  pursued  until  all  its  great  ob- 
jects be  fully  accomplished<-^^nd  it  hath  never 
entered,  Mr.  Chairman,  into  the  imagination  of 
uie  statesman  or  economist  to  conceive  a  spectacle 
more  glorious  and  mag^nificent,  than  our  vast  do- 
°^D)  at  no  distant  period,  shall  exhibit ;  crowded 
and  embellished,  as  it  assuredly  will  be,  with  in- 
numerable monuments  of  uselul  industry,  enter- 
V^  and  happiness. 
When  Mr.  Holcom be  had  concluded — 
On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clay,  who  is,  therefore, 
^tilled  to  the  floor,  the  Committee  rose ;  and  the 
«ouse  adjourned. 


WEUNEflnAT,  February  14. 

f  .  ^'*^^^KR  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
rom  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  memorial  of 
"»«  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  re- 


specting the  lands  occupied  bv  the  Gluapau  In- 
dians, in  said  Territory ;  whicn  report  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Publie 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  •  the  speedy  extin- 
guishment of  the  debt  due  by  the  purchasers  of 
the  public  lands,  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1820; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Scott,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  the  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  Lawrence  county,  in 
the  State  of  Alabama;  which  was  read,  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  MooRB,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred, 
on  the  12th  of  December  ultimo,  the  petition  ot 
certain  inhabitants  of  the  countv  of  Mobile,  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  right 
of  pre-emption  to  certain  actual  settlers  in  that 
part  of  the  former  province  of  West  Florida,  in- 
cluded in  the  district  of  Jackson  Courthouse; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments of  James  Smith,  late  Paymaster,  &c.,  of 
Ohio  militia,  presented  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
together  with  a  report  made  by  said  committee, 
were  again  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
justice  and  expediency  of  granting  additional  com- 
pensation to  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land 
office  for  the  district  of  Jackson  Courthouse,  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  for  extra  services  per- 
formed by  them  as  commissioners  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  private  land  claims, 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  in  the  Chair,  on  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday ;  which  was,  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Barbour  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Hemphill, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals, to  obtain  the  requisite  surveys  and  plans  on 
that  subiect. 

Mr.  Clat,  (Speaker,)  in  rising,  said,  that  he 
could  not  enter  on  the  discussion  of  the  subject 
before  him,  without  first  asking  leave  to  express 
his  thanks  for  the  kindness  of  the  Committee  in 
so  far  accommodating  him  as  to  agree  unani- 
mously to  acyourn  its  sitting  to  the  present  time, 
in  order  to  afford  him  the  opportunity  of  exhibit- 
ing his  views;  (which,  howerer,  he  feared  he 
should  do  very  unacceptably.)  As  a  requital  for 
this  kindness,  he  would  endeavor,  as  far  as  waa 
practicable,  to  abbreviate  what  he  had  to  present 
to  their  consideration.  Yet,  on  a  question  of  this 
extent  and  moment,  there  were  so  many  topics 
which  demanded  a  deliberate  examination,  that, 
from  the  nature  of  the  case,  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble, he  was  afraid,  to  reduce  the  argument  to  aoy^ 
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thing  that  the  Committee  would  consider  a  rea- 
sonable compass. 

It  was  known  to  all  who  heard  him,  that  there 
had  now  existed  for  several  years  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  the  Executive  and  Legislative 
branches  of  this  Government,  as  to  the  nature  and 
extent  of  certain  powers  conferred  upon  it  by  the 
Constitution.  Two  successive  Presidents  had  re- 
turned to  Congress  bills  which  had  previously 
passed  both  Houses  of  that  body,  with  a  commu- 
nication of  the  opinion  that  Congress,  under  the 
Constitution,  possessed  no  power  to  enact  such 
laws.  High  respect,  personal  and  official,  must 
be  felt  by  all,  as  it  was  due,  to  those  distinguished 
officers,  and  to  their  opinions  thus  solemnly  an- 
nounced ;  and  the  most  profound  consideration 
belonged  to  our  present  Chief  Magistrate,  who 
had  favored  that  House  with  a  written  argument, 
of  great  length  and  labor,  consisting  of  not  less 
than  sixty  or  seventy  pages,  in  support  of  his  ex- 
position of  the  Constitution.  From  the  magni- 
tude of  the  interests  involved  in  the  question,  all 
would  readily  concur,  that,  if  the  power  is  granted 
and  does  really  exist,  it  oueht  to  be  vindicated, 
upheld,  maintained,  that  the  country  might  de- 
rive the  great  benefits  which  may  flow  from  its 
prudent  exercise.  If  it  has  not  been  communica- 
ted to  Congress,  then  all  claim  to  it  should  be,  at 
once,  surrendered.  It  was  a  circumstance  of  pe- 
culiar regret  to  him,  that  one  more  competent  than 
himself  had  not  risen  to  support  the  course  which 
the  legislative  department  had  heretofore  felt  itself 
bound  to  pursue  on  this  great  question.  Of  all 
the  trusts  which  are  created  by  human  agency, 
that  is  the  hi^est,  most  solemn,  and  most  respon- 
sible, which  mvolves  the  exereise  of  political  pow- 
er. Exerted  when  it  has  not  been  m trusted,  the 
public  functionary  is  guilty  of  usurpation.  And 
his  infidelity  to  the  public  good  is  not,  perhaps, 
less  culpable  when  he  nefflects  or  refuses  to  exer- 
cise a  power  which  has  been  fairly  conveyed,  to 
Eromote  the  public  prosperity.  If  the  power  which 
e  thus  forbears  to  exercise,  can  only  be  exerted 
by  him — ^if  no  other  public  functionary  can  em- 

Eloy  it,  and  the  public  good  requires  its  exercise, 
is  treachery  is  greatly  aggravated.  It  is  only  in 
those  cases  where  the  object  of  the  investment  of 
power  is  the  personal  ease  or  aggrandizement  of 
the  public  agent,  that  his  forbearance  to  use  it  is 
praiseworthy,  gracious,  or  magnanimous. 

He  was  extremely  happy  to  fincL  that,  on  many 
of  the  points  of  the  argument  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  there 
was  entire  concurrence  between  them,  widely  as 
they  differed  in  their  ultimate  conclusions.  On 
this  occasion  (as  on  all  others  on  which  that  gen- 
tleman obliged  the  House  with  an  expression  of 
his  opinions)  he  displayed  great  ability  and  inge- 
nuity ;  and,  as  well  from  the  matter  as  from  the 
respectful  manner  of  his  argument,  it  was  deserv- 
ing of  the  most  thorough  consideration.  He  was 
compelled  to  differ  from  that  gentleman  at  the 
very  threshold.  He  had  commenced  by  lading 
down  as  a  general  principle,  that,  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  powers  among  our  Federal  and  State  gov- 
ernments, those  which  were  of  a  municipal  char- 


acter were  to  be  considered  as  appertaining  to  the 
State  governments,  and  those  which  related  to 
external  affairs,  to  the  Gteaeral  Grovernment.  If 
he  might  be  allowed  to  throw  the  arj^uraent  of  the 
gentleman  into  the  form  of  a  syllogism,  (a  shape 
which  he  presumed  would  be  quite  agrmble  l» 
him,)  it  amounted  to  this :  Municipal  powers  be- 
long exclusively  to  the  State  governments ;  but 
the  power  to  make  internal  improvements  is  mu- 
nicipal ;  therefore  it  belongs  to  the  State  govern- 
ments alone.  He  f  Mr.  C.)  denied  both  the  prem- 
ises and  the  conclusion.  If  the  gentleman  had 
affirmed  that  certain  municipal  powers,  and  the 
great  mass  of  them,  belone  to  the  State  govern- 
ments, his  proposition  would  have  been  incoatro- 
vertibie.  But  if  he  had  so  qualified  it,  it  would 
not  have  assisted  the  eentleman  at  all  in  his  con- 
clusion. But  surely  the  power  of  taxation— -the 
power  to  regulate  the  value  of  coin— the  power  to 
establish  an  uniform  standard  of  weights  and 
measures-^o  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads» 
to  regrulate  commerce  amon|[  the  several  States— 
that  in  relation  to  the  judiciary,  besides  many 
other  powers  indisputably  belonging  to  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  are  strictly  municipal.  If,  as 
he  understood  the  gentleman  in  the  course  of  the 
subsequent  part  of  his  argument  to  admit,  some 
municipal  powers  belong  to  the  one  system,  and 
some  to  the  other,  we  shall  derive  very  little  aid 
from  the  gentleman's  principle,  in  making  the  dis- 
crimination between  the  two.  The  question  moat 
ever  remain  ojien,  whether  any  given  power,  and 
of  course  that  in  question,  is  or  is  not  delegated  to 
this  Gbvernment  or  reuiined  by  the  States  ? 

The  conclusion  of  the  gentleman  is,  that  all 
internal  improvements  belong  to  the  State  gov- 
ernments ;  that  they  are  of  a  limited  and  local 
character,  and  are  not  comprehended  within  the 
scope  of  the  federal  powers,  which  relate  to  exter- 
nal or  general  objects.  That  manjr,  perhaps  most 
internal  improvements,  partake  of  the  character 
described  by  the  gentleman,  he,  Mr.  C,  should 
not  deny,  out  It  was  no  less  true  that  there  were 
others,  emphatically  national,  which  neither  the 
policy,  nor  the  power,  nor  the  interest,  of  anv 
State  would  induce  it  to  aecomplish|  and  whicn 
could  only  be  effected  hy  the  application  of  the 
resources  of  the  nation.  The  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  would  furnish  a  strik- 
ing example.  This  was  undeniably  a  great  and 
important  obiect.  The  report  of  a  highly  scien- 
tific and  inteUigent  officer  of  the  Engineer  Corps, 
(which  Mr.  C.  hoped  would  be  soon  taken  up  and 
acted  upon)  had  snown  that  the  cost  of  any  prac- 
ticable improvement  in  the  navigation  of  that  river, 
in  the  present  state  of  the  inha^tants  of  iu  banks, 
was  a  mere  trifle  in  comparison  to  the  great  bene- 
fits which  would  accrue  from  it.  He,  Mr.  Clat, 
believed  that  about  double  the  amount  of  the  loss 
of  a  single  steamboat  and  cargo,  (the  Tenneseee) 
would  effect  the  whole  improvement  in  the  navi- 
^tion  of  that  river,  which  ought  to  be  at  this 
time  attempted.  In  this  great  object  twelve  States 
and  two  Territories  were,  in  different  degrees,  in- 
terested. The  power  to  effect  the  improvement 
of  that  river  was  surely  not  municipal,  in  the 
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sense  in  which  the  ffentleman  Used  the  term.  If 
it  were,  to  which  of  the  twelve  States  aod  two 
Territories  concerned  did  it  belong?  It  was  a  great 
object,  which  could  only  be  effected  by  a  Confed- 
ency.  And  here  is  existing  that  Confederacy, 
Md  no  other  can  lawfully  exist ;  for  the  Consti- 
tatioQ  prohibits  the  States,  immediately  interested, 
from  entering  into  any  treaty  or  compact  with 
etcli  other.  Other  examples  might  be  given  to 
siiow,  that,  if  even  the  power  existed,  the  inclina- 
tion to  exert  it  would  not  be  felt,  to  effectuate  cer- 
tain improvements  eminently  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  of  the  Union.  Neither  of  the 
three  States,  nor  all  of  them  united,  through  which 
the  Cumberland  road  passes,  would  ever  have 
erected  that  road.  Two  of  them  would  have 
thrown  in  every  impediment  to  its  completion  in 
their  power.  Federative  in  its  character,  it  could 
only  have  been  executed  so  far  by  the  application  of 
federative  means.  Again :  the  contemplated  canal 
through  New  Jersey ;  that  to  connect  the  waters 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware ;  that  to  unite 
the  Ohio  and  the  Potomac,  were  all  objects  of  a 
general  and  federative  nature,  in  which  the  States, 
throogh  which  they  might  severally  pass^  could 
not  be  expected  to  feel  any  such  special  mterest 
as  would  lead  to  their  execution.  Tending,  as 
undoubtedly  they  would  do,  to  promote  the  ffood 
of  the  whole,  the  nower  and  the  treasure  of  the 
whole  must  be  applied  to  their  execution,  if  they 
are  ever  consummated. 

Mr.  Clay  did  not  think,  then,  that  we  should 
be  at  all  assisted  in  expounding  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  principle  which  the 
gctitleman  from  Virginia  had  suggested  in  respect 
to  municipal  powers.  The  powers  of  both  gov- 
ernments were  undoubtedly  municipal,  often  ope- 
rating upon  the  same  subject.  He  thought  a  bet- 
ter niie  than  that  which  the  gentleman  furnished 
for  interpreting  the  Constitution  miffht  be  deduced 
from  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  peculiar 
character  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  as  con- 
trasted with  thtft  of  the  present  Constitution.  By 
those  articles,  the  powers  of  the  thirteen  United 
States  were  ezertcNi  collaterally.  They  operated 
through  an  intermediary.  They  were  addressed 
to  the  several  States,  and  their  execution  depend- 
^  upon  the  pieatture  and  the  co-operation  of  the 
States  individoally.  The  States  seldom  fulfilled 
tlie  expectations  of  the  Greneral  Government  in 
v^S^  U>  iu  reooisitions,  and  often  wholly  disap- 
pointed them.  Languor  and  debility,  in  the  move- 
ment of  the  old  Confederation,  were  the  inevita- 
w  consequence  of  that  arrangement  of  power. 
By  ^e  existing  Constitution,  the  powers  of  the 
^eral  Oovemment  act  directly  on  the  persons 
•ud  things  within  its  scope,  without  the  interven- 
|H>n  or  impediments  incident  to  any  intermediacy. 
m  eiecutine  the  great  trust  which  the  Constitu- 
Jwu  of  the  United  States  creates,  we  must,  there- 
we,  reject  that  interpretation  of  its  provisions 
which  would  make  the  General  Government  de- 
pendent upon  those  of  the  States  for  the  execu- 
tion of  any  of  ito  powers ;  and  ma)r  safely  con- 
elude  that  the  only  genuine  construction  would  be 
tliat  which  should  enable  this  Government  to  ex- 
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ecute  the  great  purposes  of  its  institution,  withr 
out  the  co-operation,  and,  if  indispensably  neces- 
sary, even  against  the  will  of  any  particular  State. 
This  is  the  characteristic  difference  between  the 
two  systems  of  government,  of  which  we  should 
never  lose  sight.  Interpreted  in  the  one  waj,  we 
shall  relapse  into  the  feebleness  and  debility  of 
the  old  Confederacy.  In  the  other,  we  shall  es- 
cape from  its  evils,  and  fulfil  the  great  purposes 
which  the  enlightened  framers  of  the  existing 
Constitution  intended  to  effectuate.  The  import- 
ance of  this  essential  difference  in  the  two  forms 
of  government,  would  be  shown  in  the  future  pro- 
gress of  the  argument. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  comment  upon  those 
parts  of  the  Constitution  which  appeared  to  him 
to  convey  the  power  in  question,  he  hoped  he 
should  be  allowed  to  disclaim,  for  his  part,  several 
sources  whence  others  had  deduced  the  authority. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  seemed  to  think  it 
remarkable  that  the  friends  of  the  power  should 
disagree  so  much  among  themselves;  and  to  draw 
a  conclusion  against  its  existence  from  the  fact 
of  this  discrepancy.  But  he  (Mr.  C.)  could  see 
nothing  extraordinary  in  this  diversity  of  views. 
What  was  more  common  than  for  different  men 
to  contemplate-the  same  subject  under  various  as- 
pects ?  Such  was  the  nature  of  the  human  mind, 
that  enlightened  men,  perfectly  upright  in  their 
intentions,  differed  in  their  opinions  on  almost 
every  topic  that  *could  be  mentioned.  It  was 
rather  a  presumption  in  favor  of  the  cause  which 
he  was  humbly  maintaining,  that  the  same  result 
should  be  attained  by  so  many  various  modes  of 
reasoning.  But,  if  contrariety  of  views  might  be 
pleaded  with  any  effect  against  the  advocates  of 
the  disputed  power,  it  equally  availed  itself  against 
their  opponents.  There  was,  for  example,  not  a 
very  exact  coincidence  in  opinion  between  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  The  President  says,  (page  25  of 
his  book^  ^  the  use  of  the  existing  road  by  the 
'  stage,  mail-carrier,  or  post  boy,  in  passing  over 
'  it,  as  others  do,  is  all  that  would  be  thought  of ; 
'  the  jurisdiction  and  soil  remaining  to  the  State, 
^  with  a  riffht  in  the  Slate,  or  those  authorized  by 

*  its  Legisfature^  to  change  the  road  at  pleasure.'' 
Again,  page  27,  the  President  asks,  **  u  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States  poH»essed  the  power  contended  for 

*  under  this  grrant,  might  they  not,  in  adopting 
'  the  roads  of  the  individual  States,  for  the  car- 

*  riage  of  the  mail,  a«  has  been  done,  assume  juris- 
'  diction  over  them,  and  preclude  a  right  to  inter- 
'  fere  with  or  alter  them  ? "  They  both  agree 
that  the  General  Grovernment  does  not  possess 
the  power.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  admits, 
if  he  (Mr.  C.)  understood  him  correctly,  that  the 
designation  of  a  State  road  as  a  post  road,  so  far 
withdrew  it  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State 
that  it  could  not  be  afterwards  put  down  or  closed 
by  the  State ;  and  in  this  he  claims  for  the  Gen- 
eral €k)vernment  more  power  than  the  President 
concedes  to  it.  The  President,  on  the  contrary, 
pronounces  that  "the  absurdity  of  such  a  preten- 
sion "  (that  b,  preventing,  by  the  designation  of 
a  post  road,  the  power  of  the  State  from  altering 
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or  changiDg  it)  ^'must  be  apparent  to  all  who  ez- 
amioe  it."  The  gentleman  thinks  that  the  desig- 
nation of  a  post  road  withdraws  it  entirely,  so  far 
as  it  is  used  for  that  purpose,  from  the  power  of 
the  whole  State ;  whilst  the  President  thinks  it 
absurd  to  assert  that  a  mere  county  court  may  not 
defeat  the  execution  of  a  law  of  the  United  States. 
The  President  thinks  that  under  the  power  of  ap- 
propriating the  money  of  the  United  States,  Con- 
gress may  apply  it  to  any  object  of  internal  im- 
provement, provided  it  does^'not  assume  any 
territorial  jurisdiction;  and,  in  this  respect,  he 
claims  for  the  General  Government  more  power 
than,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  assigns  to  it. 
And  he  (Mr.  G.)  must  own  that  he  so  far  coin- 
cided with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  If  the 
power  can  be  traced  to  no  more  legitimate  source 
than  to  that  of  appropriating  the  public  treasure, 
he  yielded  the  question. 

The  truth  is,  that  there  is  no  specific  grant  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  power  of  appropriation ; 
nor  was  any  such  requisite.     It  is  a  resulting 
power.    The  Constitution  vests  in  Congress  the 
power  of  taxation,  with  but  few  limitations,  to 
raise  a  public  revenue.     It  then  enumerates  the 
powers  of  Congress.   And  it  follows,  of  necessity, 
that  Congress  has  the  risht  to  apply  the  money  so 
raised  to  the  execution  oi  the  powers  so  granted. 
The  clause  which  concludes  tne  enumeration  of 
the  ffranled  powers,  by  authorizing  the  passage  of 
all  laws  *^ necessary  and  proper"   to  effectuate 
them,  comprehends  the  power  of  appropriation. 
And  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  recognise  it 
by  the  restriction  that  no  money  shall  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  but  in  virtue  of  a  previous  ap- 
propriation by  law.   It  was  to  him  wonderful  how 
the  President  should  have  brought  his  mind  to 
the  conclusion  that,  under  the  power  of  appropria- 
tion, thus  incidentally  existinjr,  a  right  could  be 
set  up,  in  its  nature  almost  without  limitation,  to 
employ  the  public  money.     He  combats  with 
great  success  and  much  ability  any  deduction  of 
power  from  the  clause  relating  to  the  general  wel- 
fare.   He  shows  that  the  effect  of  it  would  be  to 
overturn,  or  render   useless  and   nugatory,  the 
careful  enumeration  of  our  powers;  and  that  it 
would  convert  a  cautiously  limited  Government 
into  one  without  limitation.    The  same  process  of 
reasonioff  by  which  his  mind  was  brouffht  to  this 
just  conclusion,  one  would  have  thought,  should 
hare  warned  him  against  his  claiming,  under  the 
power  of  appropriation,  such  a  vast  latitude  of 
authority.  He  reasons  strongly  aga  in&t  the  power, 
as  claimed  by  us,  harmless  and  beneficent  and 
limited,  as  it  must  be  admitted  to  be,  and  yet  he 
sets  up  a  power  boundless  in  its  extent,  unre- 
strained to  the  object  of  internal  improvements, 
and  comprehending  the  whole  scope  of  human 
affairs.    For,  if  the  power  exists,  as  he  asserts  it, 
what  human  restraint  is  there  upon  it  ?    He  does, 
indeed,  say,  that  it  cannot  be  exerted  so  as  to  in- 
terfere with  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the 
States.    But  this  is  a  restriction  altogether  gratui- 
tous, flowing  from  the  bounty  of  tpe  President, 
and  not  found  in  the  prescriptions  of  the  Consti- 
tution.   If  we  have  a  right,  indefinitely,  to  apply 


the  money  of  the  Government  to  internal  im- 
provements, or  to  any  other  object,  what  is  lo  pr^ 
vent  the  application  of  it  to  the  parchase  of  the 
sovereignty  itself,  of  a  State,  if  a  State  were  meao 
enough  to  sell  its  sovereignty,  to  the  purchase  of 
kingdoms,  empires,  the  globe  itself?  Withao 
almost  unlimited  power  of  taxation ;  and,  after 
the  revenue  is  raised,  with  a  right  to  apply  it  oo- 
der  no  other  limitations  than  tliose  which  \k 
President's  caution  has  suggested,  he  could  Dot 
see  what  other  human  power  was  needed.  It  M 
been  said  by  Csesar  or  Bonaparte,  no  doubt  tboogli: 
by  both,  that  with  soldiers  enough  they  coQld  get 
money  enough,  and  with  monef  enough  t^ 
could  command  soldiers  enough.  Acconling  t^ 
the  President's  interpretation  of  the  ConstiiauoB. 
one  of  these  great  levers  of  public  force  and  powe 
is  possessed  by  this  Government.  The  Presidnt 
seems  to  contemplate,  as  fraught  with  much  dao- 
ger,  the  power,  humbly  as  it  is  claimed,  to  eiec: 
the  internal  improvement  of  the  country.  Aci 
in  his  attempt  to  overthrow  it,  sets  up  one  of  ta- 
finitely  greater  magnitude.  The  quantum  d 
power  which  we  claim  over  the  subject  of  inter- 
nal improvement  is,  it  is  true,  of  greater  atDoost 
and  force  than  that  which  results  from  the  Pre^ 
dent's  view  of  the  Constitution ;  but  then  ii  b 
limited  to  the  object  of  internal  inQprovemeou 
whilst  the  power  set  up  by  the  President  has  u 
such  limitation,  and  in  effect,  as  Mr.  C.  coucafti 
has  no  limitation  whatever,  out  that  of  theabilur 
of  the  people  to  bear  taxation. 

With  the  most  profound  respect  for  the  Presi- 
dent, and  after  the  most  deliberate  consideraiia 
of  his  argument,  Mr.  C.  could  not  agree  withhin 
He  could  not  think  that  any  political  power  s^ 
crued  to  this  Giovernment,  from  the  mere  aot^ 
ity  which  it  possessed  to  appropriate  the  fn\U 
revenue.  The  power  to  make  internal  improT^ 
ments  drew  after  it,  most  certainly,  the  right  is 
appropriate  money  to  consummate  the  object,  fis^ 
he  could  not  conceive  that  this  right  of  approp 
ation  drew  after  it  the  power  of  internal  impron- 
ments.  The  appropriation  of  money  was  coo^ 
quence,  not  cause.  It  follows :  it  does  not  precede- 
According  to  the  order  of  nature,  we  first  dettf- 
mine  upon  the  object  to  be  accomplished,  aa^ 
then  appropriate  the  money  necessary  to  its  coa- 
summaiion.  According  to  the  order  of  the  Got- 
stitution,  the  power  is  defined,  and  theapplicattoa^ 
that  is,  the  appropriation  of  the  money  reqoi&ft^ 
to  its  effectuation,  follows,  as  a  nec^sary  aod 
proper  means.  The  practice  of  Congressiooal  l^ 
gislation  was  conformable  to  both.  We  ^t  m- 
^uire  wttat  we  may  do,  and  provide  b^  law  ^ 
its  being  done ;  and  we  then  appropriate^  by  ^ao- 
ther  act  of  legislation,  the  money  necessary  to  a^ 
complbh  the  specified  object.  The  error  of  the 
argument  lies  in  its  beginning  too  soon.  It  ^^ 
poses  the  money  to  be  in  the  Treastiry,  a&d 
then  seeks  to  disburse  it.  But  how  came  it  there? 
Congress  cannot  impose  taxes  without  an  object 
Their  imposition  must  be  in  reference  to  the  whdt^ 
mass  of  our  powers,  to  the  general  purposes  of 
Government,  or  with  the  view  to  the  fuifih&e&t 
of  some  one  of  those  powers,  or  to  the  attainmeat 


1029 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1080 


January,  18S4. 


Swrveys  for  Roads  and  panaU* 


H.  or  R, 


of  some  one  of  those  purposes,  in  either  ease,  we 
coDsalt  the  Constitution,  and  ascertain  the  extent 
of  the  authority  which  is  confided  to  us.  We 
caoDOt,  Ckmsiitutionallr,  lay  the  taxes  without 
regard  to  the  extent  or  our  powers;  and  then, 
haring  acquired  the  money  of  the  public,  appro- 
priate it,  because  we  have  got  it,  to  any  object 
udefinitely. 

Nor  did  he  claim  the  power  in  question  from 
the  consent  or  grant  of  any  particular  State  or 
States,  throuj^h  which  an  object  of.  internal  im- 
proTement  might  pass.  It  might,  indeed,  be  pru- 
dent to  consmt  a  State  through  which  such  an 
improTeraent  might  happen  to  be  carried,  from 
considerations  of  deference  and  respect  to  its  sove- 
reign power;  and  from  a  disposition  to  maintain 
those  relations  of  perfect  amity  which  are  ever 
desirable,  between  the  General  and  State  Govern- 
meats.  But  tbe  power  to  establish  the  improve- 
meDt  must  be  found  in  the  Constitution,  or  it  does 
not  exist.  And  what  is  granted  by  all  it  cannot  be 
necessary  to  obtain  the  consent  of  some  to  perform. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  speaking  of 
incidental  powers,  had  used  a  species  ot  argument 
which  he  intreated  him  candidly  to  reconsider. 
He  had  said  chat  the  chain  of  cause  and  effect 
was  withoot  end ;  that  if  we  argued  from  a  power 
expressly  granted  to  all  others,  which  might  be 
conTeoient  or  necessary  to  its  exertion,  there  were 
no  bounds  to  the  power  of  this  Government ;  that, 
for  example,  unaer  the  power  "to  provide  and 
maintain  a  nary,"  the  rignt  might  be  assumed  to 
the  timber  necessary  to  its  construction,  and  the 
Mil  on  which  it  grew.  The  gentleman  might 
hare  added,  the  acorns  from  which  it  sprung. 
What,  upon  the  gentieoaian's  own  hypothesis, 
OQght  to  have  been  his  conclusion?  That  Con- 
giess  possessed  no  power  to  provide  and  maintain 
>  navy.  Such  a  conclusion  would  have  been 
quite  as  logical  as  that  Congress  has  no  power 
over  internal  improvements,  from  the  possible 
lengths  to  which  this  power  may  be  pushed.  No 
one  efer  had  or  could  controvert  the  existence  of 
incidental  powers.  We  may  ftpply  different  rules 
for  their  extraction,  but  all  must  concur  in  the 
necessity  of  their  actual  existence.  They  result 
from  the  imperfections  of  our  nature,  and  from 
the  ntter  impossibility  of  foreseeing  all  the  turns 
nnd  vicissitudes  in  human  afiairs.  They  cannot 
he  defined.  Much  is  attained  when  the  power, 
the  end,  Is  specified  and  guarded.  Keeping  that 
constantly  in  view,  the  means  necessary  to  its  a t- 
<ninment  mtist  be  left  to  the  sound  and  responsible 
jliscretion  of  the  public  functionary.  Intrench 
him  as  you  please,  employ  what  language  you 
^Tjin  the  Constitutional  instrument,  "necessary 
*nd  proper,"  "indispensablv  necessary,"  or  any 
other,  and  the  question  is  still  left  open,  does  the 
Pfoposed  measure  fall  within  the  scope  of  the  in- 
cidental power,  circumscribed  as  it  ma^r  be?  Your 
fftiety  against  abuse  must  rest  in  his  interest,  his 
integrity,  his  responsibility,  to  the  exercise  of  the 
elective  franchise ;  finally,  in  the  ultimate  right, 
^nen  all  other  redress  fails,  of  an  appeal  to  the 
'^|°^dy,  to  be  used  only  in  extreme  cases,  of  for- 
cible resistance  against  intolerable  oppression. 


Doubtless,  by  an  extravagant  and  abusive  en- 
largement of  incidental  powers,  the  State  govern- 
ments may  be  reduced  within  too  narrow  limits. 
Take  any  power,  however  incontestably  granted 
to  the  General  Government,  and  employ  that  kind 
of  process  of  reasoning  in  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  is  so  skilful,  by  tracing  it  to  its 
remotest  effects,  you  may  make  it  absorb  the  powers 
of  the  State  governments.  Pursue  the  opposite 
bourse;  take  any  incontestable  power  belonging  to 
the  governments,  and  follow  it  out  into  all  its  pos- 
sible ramifications,  and  you  may  make  it  thwart 
and  defeat  the  great  operations  of  the  government 
of  the  whole.  This  is  the  consequence  of  our 
systems.  Their  harmony  is  to  be  preserved  only 
by  forbearance,  liberality,  practical  good  sense, 
and  mutual  concession.  Bring  these  dispositions 
into  the  administrations  of  our  various  institutions, 
and  all  the  dreaded  conflicts  of  authorities  will  be 
found  to  be  perfectly  imaginary. 

He  said  that  he  disclaimed,  tor  himself,  several 
sources  to  which  others  had  ascended  to  arrive  at 
the  power  in  question.  In  making  this  disclaimer, 
he  meant  to  cast  no  imputation  on  them.  He 
was  fflad  to  meet  them,  by  whatever  road  they 
traveUed,  at  the  point  of  a  Constitutional  conclu- 
sion. Nor  did  their  positions  weaken  his;  on  the 
contrarv,  if  correctly  taken,  and  his,  also,  were 
justified  bv  fair  interpretation,  thev  added  strength 
to  his.  But  he  felt  it  his  duty,  frankly  and  sin- 
cerely, to  state  his  own  views  oi  tbe  Constitution. 
In  coming  to  the  ground  on  which,  said  Mr.  C, 
I  make  my  stand  to  maintain  the  power,  and 
where  I  am  ready  to  meet  its  antagonists,  I  am 
happy,  in  the  outset,  to  state  my  hearty  concur- 
rence with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in  the 
old,  1798,  republican  principles,  (now  become 
federal,  also,)  by  which  the  Constitution  is  to  be 
interpreted.  I  agree  with  him  that  this  is  a  lim- 
ited €k)vernment ;  that  it  has  no  powers  but  the 
granted  powers;  and  that  the  granted  powers  are 
those  which  are  expressly  enumerated,  or  such  as, 
being  implied,  are  necessary  and  proper  to  effect- 
uate the  enumerated  ix>wers.  And,  if  I  do  not 
show  tbe  power  over  federative,  national,  inter- 
nal improvements  to  be  fairly  deducible,  after  the 
strictest  application  of  these  principles,  I  entreat 
the  Committee  unanimously  to  reject  the  bill. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  rightly  antici- 
pated that,  in  regard  to  roads,  I  claim  the  power, 
under  the  grant,  to  establish  post  offices  and  post 
roads.  The  whole  question  on  this  part  of  the 
subiect  tunis  upon  the  true  meaning  of  this  clause, 
and  that  again  upon  the  genuine  signification  of 
the  word  ^*  establish."  According  to  my  under- 
standing of  it,  the  meaning  of  it  is,  to  fix,  to  make 
firm,  to  build.  According  to  that  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  it  is  to  designate,  to  adopt* 
Grammatical  criticism  was,  to  me,  always  un- 
pleasant, and  I  do  not  profess  to  be  any  proficient 
in  it.  But  I  will  confidentlv  appeal,  in  support 
of  my  definition,  to  any  vocabulary  whatever  of 
respectable  authority,  and  to  the  common  use  of 
the  word.  That  it  could  not  mean  only  adoption 
was  to  me  evident ;  for  adoption  pre-supposes  et- 
tabliahment,  which  is  precedent  in  its  very  nature* 
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That  which  does  not  exist,  which  is  not  estah- 
lished,  cannot  he  adopted.  There  was,  then,  an 
essential  difference  between  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  and  me.  I  consider  the  power  as  origi- 
nal and  creative ;  he  as  derivative,  adoptive.  But 
I  will  show,  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  President 
himself,  who  agrees  with  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, as  to  the  sense  of  this  word,  that  what  I 
contend  for  is  its  genuine  meaning.  The  Presi- 
dent, in  almost  tbe  first  lines  of  his  Message  to 
this  House,  of  the  4th  of  May,  1822,  returning  the 
Cumberland  bill  with  his  veto,  says,  *<  a  power  to 
^  establish  turnpikes,  with  gates  and  tolls,  d^., 

<  implies  a  power  to  ado^t  and  execute  a  com- 

<  plete  system  of  internal  improvement."  What 
is  the  sense  in  which  the  word  "  establish"  is  here 
used?  Is  it  not  creative?  Did  the  President 
mean  to  adopt  or  designate  some  pre-existing 
turnpikes,  with  gates,  £c.,  or,  for  tbe  first  time, 
to  set  them  up  under  the  authority  of  Congress? 
Again,  the  President  says,  "  if  it  exist  as  to  one 
'  road,  [that  is,  the  power  to  lay  duties  of  transit, 
^  and  to  take  the  land  on  a  valuation,]  it  exists  as 

<  to  any  other,  and  to  as  many  roads  as  Congress 

*  may  think  proper  to  ^  establish.' "  In  what  sense 
does  he  here  employ  the  word  ?  The  truth  is, 
that  the  President  could  employ^  no  better  than 
the  Constitutional  word,  and  he  is  obliged  to  use 
it  in  the  precise  sense  for  which  I  contend.  But 
I  go  to  a  higher  authority  than  that  bf  the  Chief 
Magistrate — to  that  of  the  Constitution  itself.  In 
expounding  that  instrument,  we  must  look  at  all 
its  parts ;  and  if  we  find  a  word,  the  meaning  of 
which  it  is  desirable  to  obtain,  we  may  safely  rest 
upon  the  use  which  has  been  made  of  the  same 
word  in  other  parts  of  the  instrument.  The  word 
<t  establish"  is  one  of  frequent  recurrence  in  the 
Constitution;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  it  will  be 
found  uniformly  to  express  the  same  idea.  In 
the  clause  enumerating  our  powers,  Congress  has 
power  "  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturali- 
zation," dbc.  In  the  preamble,  '^  We,  the  people 
^  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more 

*  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  dtc.,  do  ordain 
'  and  establish  this  Constitution,"  dbc.  What  pre- 
existing code  of  justice  was  adopted?  Did  not 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  this  high,  sov- 
ereign act)  contemplate  the  construction  of  a  code 
adapted  to  their  federal  condition  ?  The  sense  of 
the  word,  as  contended  for,  was  selfnBvident  when 
applied  to  the  Constitution. 

But  let  us  look  at  the  nature,  object,  and  pur- 
poses of  the  power.  The  trust  confi4ed  to  Congress 
was  one  of  the  most  beneficial  character.  It  was 
the  diffusion  of  information  among  all  the  parts  of 
this  Republic.  It  was  the  transmission  and  cir- 
culation of  intelliffence ;  it  was  to  communicate 
knowledge  of  the  laws  and  acts  of  Government; 
and  to  promote  the  great  business  of  society  in  all 
its  relations.  This  was  a  great  trust,  capable  of 
being  executed  in  a  hiffhly  salutary  manner.  It 
could  be  executed  only  by  Congress,  and  it  should 
be  as  well  performed  as  it  could  be,  considering 
the  wants  and  exigencies  of  Government.  And 
here  I  beg  leave  to  advert  to  the  principle  which 
I  some  time  ago  laid  down,  that  the  powers 


granted  to  this  Government  are  to  be  carried  into 
execution  by  its  own  inherent  force  and  energy, 
without  necessary  dependence  upon  the  Stale 
governments.    If  my  construction  secures  this 
object;  and  if  that  of  my  opponents  plaeestiM 
execution  of  this  trust  at  the  pleasure  and  mocj 
of  the  State  governments,  we  most  reject  thcb 
and  assume  mine.    But  the  construction  of  tbe 
President  does  make  it  so  dependent.    Hecoa- 
tends  that  we  can  only  use  as  post  roa4s  those 
which  the  States  shall  have  previously  esub- 
lished :  that  they  are  at  liberty  to  alter,  to  cfaaoge, 
and  of  course  to  shut  them  up  at  pleasure.   hI^ 
suits  from  this  view  of  the  Presidrat,  that  any  of 
the  ffreat  mail  routes'  now  existing,  that,  for  a- 
am[»e,  from  South  to  North,  may  be  closed  a< 
pleasure  or  by  caprice,  by  any  one  of  the  States  or 
Its  authorities  through  which  it  passes— by  tbatoi 
Delaware  or  any  other.    Is  it  poesihle  that  the 
construction  of  the  Consytution  can  be  corieo, 
which  allows  a  law  of  the  United  States,  eaacttd 
for  the  good  of  the  wbole,  to  be  obstructed  or  ^ 
feated  in  its  operation  by  any  one  of  the  tweatr- 
four  Sovereignties?    The  gentleman  from  Yif 
ginia,  it  is  true,  denies  tbe  right  of  a  8ute  to  doe 
a  ItMd  which  has  been  designated  as  a  postroai 
But  suppose  the  State,  no  longer  having  occa&ia 
to  use  It  for  its  own  separate  and  peculiar  pis' 
poses,  withdraws  all  care  and  attention  from  is 
preservation.    Can  the  State  be  compelied  to  le- 
pair  it  ?    No  I  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  mofi 
say  and  I  will  say.    May  not  the  Greneral  Got- 
ernment  repair  this  road  which  is  abandoned  bf 
the  State  power?    May  it  not  repair  it  intk 
most  efficacious  manner  ?    And  may  it  not  jko- 
tect  and  defend  that  which  it  has  thus  repair«i 
and  which  there  is  no  longer  an  interest  or  iiK^ 
nation  in  the  State  to  protect  and  defend?  0: 
does  the  gentleman  mean  to  contend  that  a  xtd 
may  exist  in  the  statute  book,  which  a  State  vi 
not,  and  the  General  Giovemment  cannot,  repiit 
and  improve?    And  what  sort  of  an  aecooat 
should  we  render  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  of  the  execation  of  the  high  trust  confiM 
for  their  benefit,  to  us,  if  we  were  to  tell  th<A 
that  we  had  failed  to  execute  it,  beeanse  a  Suit 
would  not  make  a  road  for  us? 

The  roada,  and  other  internal  improvemenuaf 
States,  are  made  in  reference  to  their  indivi^ut^ 
interests.  It  is  the  eye  only  of  the  whole,  aa^ 
the  power  of  the  whole  that  can  look  to  the  ia- 
terests  of  all.  In  the  inftincy  of  the  Govenmnt, 
and  in  the  actual  state  of  the  puUic  Treasury,  it 
may  be  the  only  alternative  left  os  to  aae  those 
roads,  which  are  made  for  State  purposes,  to  pto* 
mote  the  national  object,  ill  as  they  may  beadapf- 
ed  to  it.  It  may  never  be  necessary  to  make  more 
than  a  few  great  national  arteries  of  cofflmttniea- 
tion,  leaving  to  the  Stales  the  lateral  and  wxm 
ramifications.  Even  these  should  only  be  eic- 
cuted,  without  pressure  upon  the  resources  of  the 
country,  and  according  to  the  convenience  lad 
ability  of  Government.  But,  sureJy,  in  the  per- 
formance  of  a  great  national  duty  imposed  opoc 
this  Government,  wbich  has  for  its  object  the  dis- 
tribution of  intelligence,  civil,  cooNnerciai,  lil£^ 
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aiy,  and  social,  we  ought  to  perfonn  the  substance 
•of  the  trust,  and  not  content  ourselves  with  a  mere 
paper  inefficient  execution  of  it  If  I  am  right  in 
these  Ticws,  the  power  to  establish  post  roads  be- 
ing in  its  nature  original  and  creative,  and  the 
Govennnent  havine  adopted  the  roads  made  by 
State  means  only  from  its  inability  to  exert  the 
whole  extent  of  its  authority,  the  controverted 
power  is  expressly  granted  to  Congress,  and  there 
18  an  end  of  the  question. 

it  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  power 
over  roads  was  not  contained  in  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  which  limited  Congress  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  post  offices ;  and  that  the  general 
character  of  the  present  Constitution,  as  contrasted 
with  those  articles,  is  that  of  an  enlargement  of 
|K»wer.  'Bat,  if  the  construction  of  the  opposite 
side  be  eorrect  we  are  left  precisely  where  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Contederation  lert  us,  notwithstanding 
the  additional  words  contained  in  the  present  Con- 
stitution. What,  too,  will  the  gentleman  do  with 
the  first  member  of  the  clause  to  establish  post 
offices?    Must  Congress  adopt,  designate,  some 

Se-existlng  office,  established  by  State  authority  ? 
ut  there  is  none  such.    Majf  it  not,  then,  nx, 
build,  creatcL  aUMith  offices  of  its  own  ? 

The  gentleaian  from  Virginia  sought  to  alarm 
us  by  the  awful  emphasis  with  which  he  set  be- 
fore us  the  total  extent  of  post  roads  in  the  Union. 
Sighty  thousand  miles  of  post  roads !  exclaimed 
the  gentleman ;  and  will  you  assert,  for  the  Gren* 
eral  GoTcromeat,  jurisdiction,  and  erect  turnpikes 
on  such  an  immense  distance  ?    Not  to-day,  nor 
to-morrow.   But  this  Qoyemment  is  to  last,  I  trust, 
ibrerer ;  we  may,  at  least,  hope  it  will  endure  un- 
til the  wave  of  population,  cultivation,  and  intel- 
ligence, shaU  have  washed  the  Rocky  mountains 
and  mingled  with  the  Pacific.    And  may  we  not, 
alsoy  hope  that  the  day  will  arriTe  when  the  im- 
provements and  the  comforts  of  social  life  shall 
spread  over  tJie  wide  surface  of  this  vast  conti- 
nent ?    All  this  is  not  to  be  suddenly  done.    So- 
ciety must  net  be  burdened  or  oppressed.    Things 
must  be  aradnal  and  progressive.    The  same  spe- 
eies  of  formidable  array  which  the  gentleman 
makes,  might  be  exhibited  in  reference  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  navy,  or  any  other  of  the  great  pur- 
poses of  Goirernment.    We  might  be  told  of  the 
fleets  and  Tessels  of  great  maritime  Powers  which 
whiten  the  ocean,  and  triumphantly  asked  if  we 
should  vainly  attempt  to  cope  with  or  rival  that 
tremendoin  power  ?    And  we  should  shrink  from 
the  efibrt,  if  we  were  to  listen  to  his  counsels,  in 
hopeless  despair.    Yes,  sir,  it  is  a  subject  of  pe- 
culiar delight  to  me  to  look  forward  to  the  proud 
and  happy  period,  distant  as  it  mav  be,  when  cir* 
culaiion  and  association  between  tne  Atlantic  and 
the  Pacific  and  the  Mexican  Gkilf,  shall  be  as  free 
and  perfot  as  they  are  at  this  moment  in  England, 
or  in  any  other  the  most  highly  improved  country 
on  the  globe.    In  the  mean  time,  without  bearing 
heavily  upon  any  of  our  important  interests,  let  us 
apply  ourselves  to  the  accomplishment  of  what  is 
most  practicable  and  immediately  necessary. 

But  what  most  staggers  my  honorable  friend, 
it  the  jurisdietion  over  the  sites  of  roads  and  other 


internal  improyements,  which  he  supposes  Con- 
gress might  assume ;  and  he  considers  the  exercise 
of  such  a  jurisdiction  as  furnishing  the  just  occa- 
sion for  serious  alarm.  Let  us  analyze  the  subject. 
Prior  to  the  erection  of  a  road  under  the  authority 
of  the  General  Government,  there  existed,  in  the 
State  through  which  it  passes,  no  actual  exercise 
of  jurisdiction  over  the  ground  which  it  traverses 
as  a  road.  There  was  only  the  possibility  of  the 
exercise  of  such  a  jurisdiction  when  the  State 
should,  if  ever,  erect  such  a  road.  But  the  road 
is  made  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  and  out  of 
the  fact  of  its  erection  arises  a  necessity  for  its 
preservation  and  protection.  The  road  is  some 
thirty  or  fifty  or  sixty  feet  in  width,  and  with  that 
narrow  limit  passes  through  a  part  of  the  territory 
of  the  State.  The  capital  expended  in  the  mak- 
ing of  the  road  incorporates  itself  with  and  be- 
comes a  part  of  the  permanent  and  immovable 
property  of  the  State.  The  jurisdiction  which  in 
claimed  for  the  General  Government,  is  that  only 
which  relates  to  the  necessary  defence^  protection, 
and  preservation,  of  the  road.  It  is  of  a  character 
altogether  conservative.  Whatever  does  not  re» 
late  to  the  existence  and  protection  of  the  road 
remains  with  the  States.  Murders,  trespasses, 
contracts,  all  the  occurrences  and  transactions  ot 
society  upon  the  road,  not  affecting  its  actual 
existence,  will  fall  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
civil  or  criminal  tribunals  of  the  State,  as  if  the 
road  had  never  been  brought  into  existence.  How 
much  remains  to  the  State  ?  How  little  is  claimed 
for  the  Geneml  Government  ?  Is  it  possible  that 
a  jurisdiction  so  limited,  so  harmless,  so  unambi- 
tious, can  be  regarded,  as  seriously  alarming  to  the 
sovereignty  of  the  States  ?  Con£[ress  now  asserts 
and  exercises,  without  contestation,  a  power  to 
protect  the  mail  in  iu  transit,  by  the  sanction  of 
all  suitable  penalties.  The  man  who  violates  it 
is  punished  with  death  or  otherwise,  according  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  case.  This  power  is  ex- 
erted as  incident  to  that  of  establlshinff  post  offices 
and  post  roads.  Is  the  protection  of  a  thing  in 
transitu  a  power  more  clearly  deducible  from  the 
^at,  than  that  of  facilitating,  by  means  of  a  prac- 
ticable road,  its  actual  transportation?  Mails 
certainly  imply  roads,  roads  impl]r  their  own  pre- 
servation, their  preservation  implies  the  power  to 
preserve  them ;  and  the  Constitution  tells  us,  in 
express  terms,  that  we  shall  establish  the  one  and 
the  other. 

In  respect  to  cutting  canals,  I  admit  the  question 
is  not  so  clear  as  in  regard  to  roads.  With  re- 
spect to  these,  as  I  have  endeavored  to  ^ow,  the 
power  is  expressly  ^ranted.  In  regard  to  canals, 
It  appears  to  me  to  be  fairly  comprehended  in,  or 
deducible  from,  certain  granted  powers.  Congress 
has  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign 
nations  and  among  the  several  States.  Precisely 
the  same  measure  of  power  which  is  granted  in 
the  one  case  n  conferred  in  the  other.  And  the 
uniform  practical  exposition  of  the'  Constitution, 
as  to  the  regulation  of  foreign  commerce,  is  equally 
applicable  to  that  among  the  several  States.  Sup- 
pose, instead  of  directing  the  legislation  of  this 
Government  constantly,  as  heretofore,  to  the  object 
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of  foreign  commerce,  to  the  utter  neglect  of  the 
interior  commerce  among  the  several  States,  the 
fact  had  been  reversed,  and  now,  for  the  first  time, 
we  Were  about  Co  legislate  for  our  foreign  trade: 
Should  we  not,  in  that  case,  hear  all  the  Consti* 
tutional  objections  made  to  the  erection  of  buoys, 
beacons,  lighthouses^  the  surveys  of  coasts,  and  the 
other  numerous  facilities  accorded  to  the  foreign 
trade,  which  we  now  hear  to  the  making  of  roi^s 
and  canals  ?  Two  years  ago,  a  sea  wall,  in  other 
words,  a  marine  canal,  was  authorized  by  an  act 
of  Congress,  in  New  Hamt>shirej  and  I  doubt 
not  that  many  of  those  voted  for  it  who  hare  now 
Constitutional  scruples  on  this  bill.  Yes,  any 
thing,  every  thing,  may  be  done  for  foreign  com- 
merce ;  any  thing,  every  thing,  on  the  margin  of 
the  ocean.  But  nothing  for  domestic  trader  noth- 
ing for  the  great  interior  of  the  country !  Yet, 
the  eauity  and  the  beneficence  of  the  Constitution 
equally  comprehends  both.  The  gentleman  does, 
indeed,  maintain  that  there  is  a  difiference  as  to 
the  character  of  the  facilities  in  the  two  cases. 
But  I  put  it  to  his  own  candor  whether  the  only 
difference  is  not  that  which  springs  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  two  elements  on  which  the  two  species 
ofcommerce  are  conducted — the  difference  between 
land  and  water.  The  principle  is  the  same  whe- 
ther you  promote  commerce  bv  opening  for  it  an 
artificial  channel  where  now  there  is  none,  or  by 
increasing  the  ease  and  safety  with  which  it  may 
be  conducted  throufj^h  a  natural  channel  which 
the  bounty  of  Providence  has  bestowed.  In  the 
one  case,  your  object  is  to  facilitate  arrival  and 
departure  from  the  ocean  to  the  land.  In  the 
other,  it  is  to  accomplish  the  same  object  from  the 
land  to  the  ocean.  Physical  obstacles  may  be 
greater  in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other,  but  the 
moral  or  Constitutional  power  equally  includes 
both.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had,  to  be 
sure,  contended  that  the  power  to  make  these 
commercial  facilities  was  to  be  found  in  another 
clause  of  the  Constitution — that  which  enables 
Congress  to  obtain  cessions  of  territorjr  for  specific 
objects,  and  grants  to  it  an  exclusive  jurisdiction. 
These  cessions  may  be  obtained  for  the  "  erection 
of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dockyards,  or  other 
needful  building."  It  is  apparent  that  it  relates 
altogether  to  military  or  naval  affairs,  and  not  to 
the  regulation  of  commerce.  How  was  the  marine 
canal  covered  by  this  clause  ?  Is  it  to  be  consid- 
ered as  a  "needful  building?"  The  object  of 
this  power  is  perfectly  obvious.  The  Con  vention 
saw  that,  in  military  or  naval  posts,  such  as  are 
indicated,  it  was  inaispensably  necessary,  for  their 
proper  government,  to  vest  in  Congress  the  power 
of  exclusive  legislation.  If  we  claimed  over  ob- 
jects of  internal  improvement  an  exclusive  juris- 
diction, the  gentleman  might  urge,  with  much 
force,  the  clause  in  question.  But  the  claim  of 
concurrent  jurisdiction  only  is  asserted.      The 

Sentleman  professes  himself  unable  to  comprehend 
ow  concurrent  jurisdiction  can.be  exercised  by 
two  different  Qovernments  at  the  same  time  over 
the  same  persons  or  thioffs.  But,  is  not  this  the 
fact  with  respect  to  the  Sute  and  Federal  Qov- 
ernments?   Does  not  every  person,  and  every 


thing,  within  our  limits,  sustain  a  two-fold  rdattos 
to  the  State  and  to  the  Federal  aothority?  The 
power  of  taxation  as  exerted  by  both  GoverBmeots^ 
that  over  the  militia,  besides  many  others,  is  con- 
current. No  doubt  embarrassing  cases  may  be 
conceived  and  stated  by  gentlemen  of  acate  ao^ 
ingenious  minds.  One  was  put  to  me  yesterday. 
Two  canals  are  desired,  one  by  the  Federal,  and 
the  other  bv  a  State  government;  and  there  is  not 
a  supply  or  water  but  for  the  feeder  of  one  etnal; 
which  is  to  take  it  ?  The  Constitution,  whicii 
ordains  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  answers  the  question.  The  good  of  the 
whole  is  paramount  to  the  good  of  a  part  The 
same  difficulty  might  possibly  arise  in  theezerdae 
of  the  incontestable  power  of  taxation .  We  koov 
that  the  imposition  of  taxes  has  its  limits.  Thm 
is  a  maximum  which  cannot  be  transcended. 
Suppose  the  citizen  to  be  taxed  hj  the  General 
Government  to  the  utmost  extent  ot  his  ability,  or 
a  thin^  as  much  as  it  can  possibly  bear,  and  the 
State  imposes  a  tax  at  the  same  time;  which  au- 
thority is  to  take  it  ?  Extreme  cases  of  this  sort 
may  serve  to  amuse  and  to  puzzle ;  but  they  wi 
hardly  erer  arise  in  practice.  And  we  may  ssielr 
confide  in  the  moderation,  good  sense,  and  mutau 
good  dispositions,  of  the  two  Governments  togoai^ 
against  the  imagined  conflicts. 

It  is  said  by  the  President  that  the  power  to 
regulate  commerce  merely  authorizes  the  laying  of 
imposts  and  duties.  But  Congress  has  no  power 
to  lay  imposts  and  duties  on  the  trade  among  the 
several  States.  The  grant  must  mean,  therefore. 
something  else.  Wluit  is  it?  The  power  lo 
regulate  commerce  among  the  seTeral  States,  if  it 
has  any  meaning,  implies  authority  to  foster  it,  to 
promote  it,  to  bestow  on  it  facilities  similar  to 
those  which  have  been  conceded  to  our  foreign 
trade.  It  cannot  mean  only  an  empty  authonty 
to  adopt  regulations  without  the  capacity  to  gin 
practical  eneet  to  them.  All  the  powers  of  this 
Government  should  be  interpreted  in  reference  to 
ito  first,  its  best,  its  greatest  object,  the  Unioa  of 
these  States.  And  is  not  that  union  best  iavigo- 
rated  by  an  intimate,  social,  and  commercial  con- 
nexion between  all  the  parts  of  the  Confederacy? 
Can  that  be  accomplished — ^that  is,  can  the  feder- 
ative objects  of  this  Government  be  attained  boi 
by  the  application  of  federative  resources? 

Of  all  the  powers  bestowed  on  this  GoT-ern- 
ment,  Mr.  C.  thought  none  were  more  clearlr 
vested,  than  that  to  regulate  the  distribatioD  of 
the  intelligence,  private  and  official,  of  the  coun- 
try; to  regulate  tne  distribution  of  its  commerce; 
and  to  regulate  the  distribution  of  the  physical  force 
of  the  Union.  In  the  execution  of  the  high  and 
solemn  trust  which  these  beneficial  powers  iapiy, 
we  must  look  to  the  great  ends  which  the  fram^ 
of  our  admirable  Constitution  had  in  view.  We 
must  reject,  as  wholly  itt<iompatible  with  their 
enlightened  and  beneficent  intentions,  that  con- 
struction of  these  powers  which  would  resusattte 
all  the  debility  and  inefficiency  of  the  aocieot 
confederacy.  In  the  vicissitudes  of  human  aflav^ 
who  can  foresee  all  the  possible  eases,  in  wbicb  it 
may  be  necessary  to  apply  the  public  fi>rce,  with- 
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in  or  without  the  Union?  This  Government  is 
charged  with  the  use  of  it,  to  repel  invasions,  to 
suppress  insurrections,  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the 
Union;  in  short,  for  all  the  unknown  and  undefi- 
nable  parposes  of  war,  foreign  or  intestine,  wher- 
ever and  however  it  may  ra^e.  During  its  exist- 
eoce,  may  not  Government,  for  its  effectual  prose- 
cution, order  a  road  to  be  made,  or  a  canal  to  be 
cot,  to  relieve,  for  example,  an  exposed  point  of 
the  Union  ?  If,  when  the  emergency  comes,  there 
IS  •  power  to  provide  for  it,  that  power  must  exist 
in  the  Constitution,  and  not  in  the  emergency. 
A  wise,  precautionary,  and  parental  policy,  anti- 
cipating danger,  will  beforehand  provide  for  the 
hour  of  need.  Hoads  and  canals  are  in  the  na- 
ture of  fortifications,  since,  if  not  the  deposites  of 
military  resources,  tney  enable  you  to  bring  into 
rapid  action  the  military  resources  of  the  country, 
wherever  they  may  be.  They  are  better  than  any 
fortifications,  because  they  serve  the  double  pur- 
poses of  peace  and  war.  They  dispense,  m  a 
great  degree,  with  fortifications,  since  they  have 
all  the  effect  of  that  concentration,  at  which  forti- 
fications aim.  i  appeal  from  the  precepts  of  the 
President  to  the  practice  of  the  President.  While 
he  denies  to  Congress  the  power  in  question,  he 
does  not  scruple,  upon  his  sole  authoritv,  as  nu- 
merous instances  in  the  statute  book  will  testify, 
to  order,  at  pleasure,  the  opening  of  roads  by  the 
military,  and  then  come  here  to  ask  us  to  pay  for 
them.  Nay,  more,  sir;  a  subordinate  but  highly 
respectable  officer  of  the  Executive  Government, 
I  believe,  would  not  hesitate  to  provide  a  boat  or 
cause  a  bridge  to  be  erected  over  an  inconsidera- 
ble stream,  to  insure  the  regular  transportation  of 
the  mail.  And  it  happens  to  be  within  my  per- 
sonal knowledge  that  the  head  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  as  a  prompt  and  vigilant  officer 
sboald  do,  had  recently  despatched  an  agent  to 
ascertain  the  causes  of  the  late  frequent  vexatious 
failures  of  the  great  northern  mail,  and  to  inquire 
if  a  provision  of  a  boat  or  bridge  over  certain 
>mail  streams  in  Maryland,  which  have  produced 
them,  would  not  prevent  their  recurrence. 

I  was  much  surprised  at  one  argument  of  the 
honorable  gentleman.  He  told  the  House  that 
the  Constitution  had  carefully  guarded  against 
inequality,  amon^  the  several  States,  in  the  public 
burdens,  by  certain  restrictions  upon  the  power  of 
taxation ;  nhat  the  effect  of  the  adoption  of  a  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements  would  be  to  draw 
the  resources  from  one  part  of  the  Union,  and  to  ex- 
pend them  in  the  improvement  of  another,  and 
that  the  spirit,  at  least,  of  the  Constitutional 
quality  would  be  thus  violated.  From  the  na- 
ture of  things,  the  Constitution  could  not  specify 
the  theatre  -of  the  expenditure  of  the  public  Ireas- 
nte.  That  expenditure,  guided  by,  and  looking 
to,  the  public  good,  must  be  made,  necessarily, 
*here  it  will  most  subserve  the  interests  of  the 
whole  Union.  The  argument  is,  that  the  locale 
of  the  collection  of  the  public  contributions,  and 
the  locale  of  their  disbursement,  should  be  the 
«tne.  Now,  sir,  let  us  carry  this  argument  out; 
and  no  man  is  more  capable  than  the  ingenious 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  of  tracing  an  argument 


to  its  utmost  consequences.  The  locale  of  the 
collection  of  the  public  revenue  is  the  pocket  of 
the  citizen ;  and,  to  abstain  from  the  violation  of 
the  principle  of  equality  adverted  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman, we  should  jrestore  back  to  each  man's 
pocket  precisely  what  was  taken  from  it.  If  the 
principle  contended  for  be  true,  we  are  habitually 
violating  it.  We  raise  about  twenty  millions  of 
dollars,  a  very  large  revenue,  considering  the  ac- 
tual distresses  of  the  country.  And,  sir,  notwith- 
standing all  the  puffing,  flourishing  statements  of 
its  prosperity,  emanating  from  printers  who  are 
fed  upon  the  pap  of  the  public  Treasury,  the 
whole  country  is  in  a  condition  of  very  great  dis- 
tress. Where  is  this  vast  revenue  expended? 
Boston,  New  York,  the  great  capitals  of  the 
North,  are  the  theatres  of  its  disbursement.  There 
the  interest  upon  the  public  debt  is  paid.  There 
the  expenditure  in  the  building,  equipment,  and 
repair,  of  the  national  vessels  takes  place.  There 
all  of  the  great  expenditures  of  the  Qovernment 
necessarily  concentrate.  This  is  no  cause  of  just 
complaint.  It  is  inevitable,  resulting  from  the 
accumulation  of  capital,  the  state  of  the  arts,  and 
other  circumstances  belonging  to  our  great  cities. 
But,  sir,  if  there  be  a  section  of  this  Union  having 
more  right  than  any  other  to  complain  of  this 
transfer  of  the  circulating  medium  from  one  quar- 
ter pf  the  Union  to  another,  the  West,  the  poor 
West — [Here  Mr.  Barbour  explained.  He  had 
meant  that  the  Constitution  limited  Congress  as 
to  the  proportions  of  revenue  to  be  drawn  from 
the  several  States;  but  the  principle  of  this  pro- 
vision would  be  vacated  by  internal  improvements 
of  immense  expense,  and  yet  of  a  local  character. 
Our  public  ships,  to  be  sure,  are  built  at  the  sea- 
ports, but  thejr  do  not  remain  there.  Their  home 
is  the  mountain  wave;  but  internal  improvements 
are  essentially  local;  they  touch  the  soil  of  the 
States,  and  their  benefits,  at  least  the  largest  part 
of  them,  are  confined  to  the  States  where  they  ex- 
ist] The  explanation  of  the  gentleman  has  not 
materially  varied  the  argument.  He  says  that 
the  home  of  our  ships  is  the  mountain  wave.  Sir, 
if  the  ships  go  to  sea,  the  money  with  which  they 
were  built,  or  refitted,  remains  on  shore,  and  the 
cities  where  the  equipment  takes  place  derive  the 
benefit  of  the  expenditure.  It  requires  no  stretch 
of  the  imagination  to  conceive  the  profitable  in- 
dustry— the  axes,  the  hammers,  the  saws — the 
mechanic  arts  wliich  are  put  in  motion  by  this 
expenditure.  And  all  these,  and  other  collateral 
advantages,  are  enjoyed  by  the  seaports.  The 
navy  is  built  for  the  interest  of  the  whole.  Inter- 
nal improvements,  of  that  general,  federative  char- 
acter, for  which  we  contend,  would  also  be  for 
the  interest  of  the  whole.  And,  I  should  thinky 
their  abiding  with  u«,  and  not  going  abroad  on 
the  vast  deep,  was  rather  cause  of  recommenda- 
tion than  objection. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  there  be  any  part  of  this 
Union  more  likely  than  all  others  to  be  benefited 
by  the  adoption  of  the  gentleman's  principle,  re- 
gulating the  public  expenditure,  it  is  the  West. 
There  is  a  perpetual  drain  from  that  embarrassed 
and  highly  distressed  portion  of  our  country,  of  its 
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circulajting  medium  to  the  East.  There,  but  few 
and  iocoDsiderable  expenditures  of  the  public 
money  take  place.  There  we  have  none  ot  those 
public  works,  no  magnificent  edifices,  forts,  ar- 
mories, arsenals,  dockyards,  &c.,  which  more  or 
less  are  to  be  found  in  every  Atlantic  State.  In 
•at  least  seven  States  beyond  the  Ail^hany,  not 
one  solitary  public  work  of  this  Government  is  to 
be  found.  I^  by  one  of  those  awful  and  terrible  dis- 
pensations 01  Providence,  which  sometimes  occur, 
this  Government  should  be  unhappily  annihilated, 
«yery  where  on  the  seaboard  traces  of  its  former 
existence  would  be  found ;  whilst  we  should  not 
have,  in  the  West,  a  single  monument  remaining 
on  which  to  pour  out  our  affections  and  our  regrets. 
Yet,  sir,  we  do  not  complain.  No  portion  of  your 
population  is  more  loval  to  the  Union,  than  the 
hardy  freemen  of  the  West.  Nothing  can  weaken 
or  eradicate  their  ardent  desire  for  its  lasting  pres- 
ervation. None  are  more  prompt  to  vindicate  the 
interests  and  rights  of  the  nation  from  all  foreign 
aggression.  Need  I  remind  you  of  the  glorious 
scenes  in  which  they  participated,  during  the  late 
war — a  war  in  which  they  had  no  peculiar  or  di- 
rect interest,  waged  for  no  commerce,  no  seamen 
of  theirs  ?  But  it  was  enough  for  them  that  it  was 
a  war  demanded  by  the  character  and  the  honor 
of  the  nation.  They  did  not  stop  to  calculate  its 
cost  of  blood,  or  of  treasure.  They  flew  to  arms ; 
thev  rushed  down  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi, 
witn  all  the  impetuosity  of  that  noble  river.  They 
fought  the  enemy.  Tney  found  him  at  the  beach. 
They  fought ;  they  bled ;  they  covered  themselves 
and  their  countrv  with  immortal  ^lory.  They 
enthusiastically  shared  in  all  the  transports  occa- 
sioned by  our  victories,  whether  won  on  the  ocean 
or  on  the  land.  They  felt,  with  the  keenest  dis- 
tress, whatever  disaster  befell  us.  No,  sir,  I  repeat 
it,  neglect,  injury  itself,  cannot  alienate  the  affec- 
tions of  the  West  from  this  Government.  They 
cling  to  it,  as  to  their  best,  their  greatest,  their  last 
hope.  You  may  impoverish  them,  reduce  them 
to  ruin,  by  the  mistakes  of  your  policy,  and  you 
cannot  drive  them  from  you.  They  do  not  com- 
plain of  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money, 
where  the  public  exigencies  require  its  disburse- 
ment. But,  I  put  it  to  your  candor,  if  you  ought 
not,  by  a  generous  and  national  policy,  to  mitigate, 
if  not  prevent,  the  evils  resulting  from  the  perpet- 
ual transfer  or  the  circulating  medium  of  the  West 
to  the  East.  One  million  and  a  half  of  dollars 
annually,  is  transferred  for  the  public  lands  alone; 
and,  almost  every  dollar  goes,  like  him  who  goes 
to  death — to  a  bourne  from  which  no  traveller  re- 
turns. In  ten  years  it  will  amount  to  fifteen  mil- 
lions ;  in  twenty  to ;  but  I  will  not  pursue  the 

appaUinff  results  of  arithmetic.  Gentlemen  who 
believe  that  these  vast  sums  are  supplied  by  emi- 
grants from  the  East,  labor  under  great  error. 
There  was  a  time  when  the  tide  of  emigration 
from  the  Bast  bore  along  with  it  the  means  to  ef- 
fect the  purchase  of  the  public  domain.  But  that 
tide  has^  in  a  ereat  measure,  now  stopped.  And  as 
population  advances  farther  and  farther  West,  it 
will  entirely  cease.  The  ^eatest  miffratine  States 
in  the  Union,  at  this  time,,  are  Kentucky  first, 


Ohio  next,  and  Tennessee.  The  emigranu  froa 
those  States  carry  with  them,  to  the  States  and 
territories  lyinff  beyond  them,  the  circuiatiog  me- 
dium, which,  being  invested  in  the  purchase  of 
the  public  land,  is  transmitted  to  the  points  vhere 
the  wants  of  Grovernment  require  it.  If  this  de> 
bilitatins  and  exhausting  process  were  inevitable, 
it  must  be  borne  with  manly  fortitude.  Bot%e 
think  that  a  fit  exertion  of  the  powers  of  this  Gor- 
ernment  would  mitigate  the  evu  We  beliere  th&i 
the  Government  incontestably  possesses  the  Cod- 
stitutional  power  to  execute  such  internal  imp!or^ 
ments  as  are  called  for  by  the  good  of  the  whoU. 
And  we  appeal  to  your  equity,  to  your  parenul 
regard,  to  your  enlightened  policy,  to  pertona  tke 
high  and  oeneficial  trust  thus  sacredly  reposed.  I 
am  sensible  of  the  delicacy  of  the  topic  to  whick 
I  have  reluctanly  adverted,  in  consequence  of  tbe 
observations  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  And  I  hope  there  wiU  be  no  miscoa- 
ception  of  my  motives  in  dwelling  upon  it  A 
wise  and  considerate  Government  should  aotiu- 
pate  and  prevent,  rather  than  wait  for  the  opera- 
tion of  causes  of  discontent. 

Let  me  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  has  this  Go?* 
ernment  done  on  the  great  suoject  of  Internal  lis* 
provements,  after  so  many  years  of  its  existence. 
and  with  such  an  inviting  field  before  it?  Yo& 
have  made  the  Cumberland  road  only.  Gentit- 
men  appear  to  have  considered  that  a  Westeca 
road.  They  ought  to  recollect  that  not  one  siooe 
has  yet  been  broken,  not  one  spade  of  earth  has 
been  yet  removed  in  any  Western  State.  Tiie 
road  oegins  in  Maryland  and  it  terminates  ai 
Wheeling.  It  passes  through  the  Sta  tes  of  Mary- 
land, Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia.  All  the  direct 
benefit  of  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  o& 
that  road,  has  accrued  to  those  three  States.  Noi 
one  cent  in  any  Western  State.  And  yet  we  bare 
had  to  beg,  entreat,  supplicate  yoti,  session  after 
session,  to  grant  the  necessary  anpropriatioos  to 
complete  the  road.  I  have  myselt  toiled  until  mr 
powers  have  been  exhausted  and  prostrated  u 
prevail  on  you  to  make  the  granL  We  were  ac- 
tuated to  make  these  exertions  for  the  sake  of  tbe 
collateral  benefit  only  to  the  West ;  that  we  migtti 
have  a  way  by  which  we  should  be  able  to  coo- 
tinue  and  maintain  an  affectionate  intercourse 
with  our  friends  and  brethren — that  we  might 
have  a  way  to  reach  the  Capitol  of  oua  coimtrf, 
and  to  bring  our  councils,  humble  as  they  maj  bt 
to  consult  and  mingle  with  yours  in  the  advaoce- 
ment  of  the  national  prosperity.  Yes,  sir,  ibe 
Cumberland  road  has  only  reached  the  margiQ  of 
a  Western  State;  and,  from  some  indicatioiu 
which  have  been  given  during  this  session,  I  shouM 
apprehend  it  would  there  pause  for  ever,  if  mf 
confidence  in  you  were  not  unbounded ;  if  1  had 
not  before  witnessed  that  appeals  were  never  uo- 
successful  to  your  Justice,  to  your  magnanimitf; 
to  your  fraternal  affection. 

But,  sir,  the  bill  on  your  table  is  no  Westera 
bill.  It  is  emphatically  a  national  bill,  compf^ 
bending  all,  looking  to  the  interests  of  the  whole- 
The  people  of  the  West  never  thought  of,  neTec 
desired,  never  asked,  for  a  system  exdusiveljr  ftf 
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their  benefit.  The  system  contemplated  by  this 
bill  looks  to  grett  national  objects,  and  proposes 
the  ultimate  application  to  their  accomplishment 
of  the  only  meaQ%  by  which  they  can  be  effected, 
the  means  of  the  nation — ^means  which^  if  they 
be  withheld  from  such  objects,  the  Union,  I  do 
most  solemnly  believe,  of  these  now  happy  and 
promisiDj^  States,  may,  at  some  distant  (I  trust  a 
nr,  far  distant)  day,  tie  endangered  and  shaken  at 
its  centre. 

When  Mr.  Clay  had  concluded-*- 

The  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the 
enacting  clause  in  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the 
n»ative^-^yes  74,  noes  109. 

Mr.  Hemphill  moved  to  fill  the  blank  fer  ap- 
propriation with  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  was  carried — ayes  105. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
with  the  amendment,  and,  on  the  question  of  its 
engrossment  for  a  third  reading,  the  yeas  and 
Days  were  called,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mebcgr,  and 
are  as  follows : 

ViAs — MeMTs.  Abbot,  Adsms,  Alexander  of  Ten- 
icMce,  Allen  of  Tenneasee,  AlJison,  Bayliss,  J.  8. 
Barbonr,  Bartlett,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Breck, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Buckner,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Car- 
ter, Cafsedj,  Condict,  Cook,  Crowninahitld,  Cush- 
BtQtCaihbert,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Farrelly, 
Fonyth,  Forward,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Gazlay,  Govan, 
9^riey,  Harris,  Hayward,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Her- 
kimer, floloombe,  Honiton,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Johnson 
of  Viiginit,  J«  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kremer, 
Ltwreoee,  Le«i,  Letcher,  Little,  Livingston,  McAr- 
tkar,  UcDoffie,  McKtan,  McKee,  MeKim,  McLaneof 
Btltware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Mat^ 
lack,  Mercer,  Metcalle,  Miller,  MiteheU  of  Ptonnsylva- 
oia,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentaeky,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Neale,  Newton,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Peaa- 
^Ivania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Penn^lvania, 
Poinsett,  Prince,  Rankin,  Reynolds,  Rich,  Rogers, 
Ao«i  Saunders,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sloane,  William 
Smith,  Speoce,  SUndefer,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart, 
otom,  Strong,  Swan,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Tod,  TrimbI*,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance 
of  Ohio,  Vinton,  Warl&eld,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whit- 
<lowyi  White,  Wicklifle,  James  WUson,  Henry  WU' 
wo,  Wibon  of  Ohio,  and  Wright— 114. 

^AY*--*Messrs.  Aleiander  of  Virginia,  Allen  of  Mas- 
■ockoisttt,  Archer,  Ball,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P. 
Btrboor,  Baasett,  Bradley,  Bock,  Burleigh,  Barton, 
CaQbrtlsDg,  Campbeli  of  South  Carolina,  Cary,  Clark, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Conner,  Crafts,  Craig,  Cal- 
P<por>  Day,  Dwinell,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
jooi  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foots  of  New  York, 
^ott,  GatHn,  Gist,  Hall,  Harney,  Hayden,  Herrick, 
nobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Jenkins,  Kidder,  Lathrop, 
l^wich,  Lineofai,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Long,  Long- 
M«ow,  McCoy,  Mangum,  Mallary,  Matson,  Morgan, 
^ramer  of  New  Hampshire,  Randolph,  Reed,  Richards, 
°»rpe,  SiUey,  Arthur  Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  Spaight, 
oUrUng.  A.  Stevenson,  Stoddard,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck, 
^hompgon  of  Georgia,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tocker  of 
virginia^Tnckerof  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Van  Reus- 
•«»or,  Van  Wyck.  Whipple,  Whitman,  WiUiams  of 
2^Dia,  WillUms  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of 
»ooth  CaioUiia,  Wood,  and  Woods— 89; 

To-morrow  was  then  assigned  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill. 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  bill  as  it  passed 
the  House: 

A  Bill  to  procure  the  necessary  surveys,  plans,  and 
estimates,  upon  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals. 

Be  itenaettdj  4-c>,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  ia  hereby  authorised  to  cause  the  necessary 
surveys,  plans,  and  ostimstes,  to  be  made,  of  the  routea 
of  such  roads  and  canals  as  he  may  deem  of  national 
Importance,  in  a  commercial  or  military  point  of  view, 
or  necessary  for  the  transportation  of  the  public  mail, 
designating^,  in  the  case  of  each  canal,  what  parts  may 
be  made  capable  of  sloop  navigation ;  the  surveys, 
plans,  and  estimates,  for  each,  when  completed,  to  be 
laid  before  Congress. 

And  be  it  furtker  enaetedy  That,  to  carry  into 
eflect  the  objecta  of  this  act,  the  President  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorised  to  employ  two  or  more  skilful 
civil  engineerBt  and  such  officers  of  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers, or  who  may  be  detailed  to  do  duty  with  that 
corps,  as  he  may  think  proper ;  and  the  sum  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  aame  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  ths  Treasury* 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 


Thursday,  January  15. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petitions  of  William  Whitehead,  John  Tap- 

Jan,  Nathaniel  W.  and  Charles  H.  Appleton, 
oshua  Aubin,  Benjamin  Hazletine,  Samuel  Ad- 
ams, James  Graham,  and  of  James  Crawford,  and 
others,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  have  paid 
duties  on  certain  goods  imported  into  Castine; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John 
Thomas  and  Company,  of  Ohio,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  their  relief :  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Captain  Pollard,  Blue  Eyes,  and 
Jim  Robinson,  Indians  belonging  to  the  Seneca 
tribe,  and  from  the  petition  of  James  Wilson ; 
and  the  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  con- 
cerning invalid  pensioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reviving  the  first,  second,  third, 
and  fourth  sections  of  an  act  furtner  to  provide 
for  the  collection  of  dudes  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, passed  the  third  day  of  Marcn,  1815. 

Mr.  Stbwart  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read ;  and,  on  motion  of  the  mover, 
laid  on  the  table,  viz : 

lUsolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  C*> 
naltf  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  appropriating  the 
annual  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and 
the  dividends  of  the  United  States  Bank  stock,  com- 
mencing from  the  1st  January,  1823,  to  the  purposes 
of  internal  improvement,  to  be  diatributed  among  the 
Statea,  according  to  their  representation,  and  expended 
I  on  objects  to  be  designated  by  Congress,  within  or 
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bordering  on  the  rei pcctive  Sutet,  unlen  where  «ny 
State  may  conaent  that  ita  proportioo  of  the  fund  ahall 
be  applied  to  an  object  not  immediate]?  connected 
with  it  territorial  limira. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  procure  the  necessary  es- 
timates, plans,  and  surrevs,  upon  the  subject  of 
roads  and  canals,  was  called  up  for  a  third  read- 
ing; when  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  of 
Connecticut,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  thix  House  of 
the  following  titles,  viz :  "An  act  further  extend- 
ing the  term  of  half-pay  pensions  to  the  widows 
and  children  of  officers^  seamen,  and  marines,  who 
died  in  the  public  service^"  and  "An  act  making 
a  partial  appropriation  for  the  support  of  Govera- 
ment  for  the  year  1824;"  with  an  amendment  to 
each.  The  oenate  hare  also  passed  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jowph  Wood,  of 
Ohio ;"  in  which  amendments  and  bill  last-men- 
tioned they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  McUuFFiE  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, call  up  the  consideration  of  the  reported 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  respecting  the 
choice  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  partial 
appropriation  bill  were  considered,  ^nd  concur- 
red in. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Wood,  of  Ohio,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth, 
took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  on  the  petition  of  Henry  and  David 
Cotheal,  and  David  S.  Hallett,  which  was  read 
and  agreed  to ;  so  that  the  committee  is  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition. 

PENSIONS  TO  WIDOWS. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolotionary  Claims  be  inatraeted  to  inquire  into  the 
eipedicncy  of  giving  the  same  pencions  to  the  widows 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  died  in  the  servic^e  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  and  who  enlisted  to  serve  during  the 
war,  aa  is  allowed  to  the  widows  of  those  who  enUsted 
for  a  shorter  term. 

Mr.  T.,  in  support  of  his  resolution,  observed, 
that  he  had  been  much  surprised  at  the  fact  dis- 
closed to  him  in  answer  to  a  recent  application, 
that,  for  the  widows  of  those  who  had  enlisted  for 
the  whole  war,  no  nrovision  had  been  made,  while 
others,  who  served  but  for  twelve  or  eighteen 
months,  had  a  pension  granted  them.  Mr.  T. 
made  some  further  explanations  as  to  the  existing 
inequality  of  the  laws,  and  he  thought,  if  the  na- 
tion had  a  pension  list  at  all,  it  ought  to  rest  on 
some  principle  of  justice,  which,  he  contended,  at 
present  it  did  not. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
by  substituting,  for  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  a  select  committee; 
which  was  not  carried. 

Mr.  McCoy  suggested  to  the  mover,  that  the 


resolution  be  so  modified  as  to  revive  the  former 
law  on  the  same  subject*  To  this  Mr.  Tccua 
dissented ;  and,  the  question  being  taken,  the  ro- 
olulion  was  not  agreed  to.  • 

MONUMENT  TO  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  the  following  Rsota- 
tion: 

lUeoived,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  wh«i 
duty  it  fhall  be  to  inquire  in  what  manner  the  ruols- 
tions  of  Congreas,  paaaed  on  the  tith  December,  1799. 
relative  to  the  erection  of  a  marble  monoment  in  tk 
Capitol,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  to  oommemonle 
the  great  erenta  of  the  military  and  political  life  of 
General  Washington,  may  be  best  accomplifhed,  ud 
that  they  haTo  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwiic. 

Mr.  BnoHANAN  said,  the  House  would,  he  trust- 
ed, excuse  him  for  making  a  few  observations  la 
explanation  of  the  motives  which  had  impelled 
him  to  offer  the  resolution  now  under  considen* 
tion.  On  the  24th  December,  1799,  the  CoDgress 
of  the  United  States  resolved,  "  That  a  marble 

<  monument  be  erected  by  the  United  States,  is 
'  the  Capitol,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  and  that 
'  the  family  of  General  Washington  be  requested 
'  to  permit  his  body  to  be  deposited  under  it ;  ui 
'  that  the  monument  be  so  designed  as  to  ccm- 
'  memorate  the  great  events  of  his  military  aod 

<  political  life."  The^  also  resolved.  "  That  ihe 
'President  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
*  to  direct  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  be  titns- 
'  mitted  to  Mrs.  Washington,  assuring  her  of  tbe 
'  profound  respect  Congress  will  ever  heii  to  her 
'  person  and  character ;  of  their  condolenee  on  tk 
'  late  afflicting  dispensations  of  Providence ;  afid 
'  entreatinff  her  assent  to  the  interment  of  the  R- 

<  mains  of  General  George  Washington  in  i^ 
'  manner  expressed  in  the  irst  resolution."  Tite 
then  President  of  the  United  States  transmind 
these  resolutions  to  Mrs.  Washington,  who,  on  the 
31st  December,  1799,  returned  an  answer,  which 
I  will  take  leave  to  read  to  the  House : 

MovxT  VsBjiov,  Dec  31,  1799. 

8ia :  While  I  feel  with  keenest  aagaiah,  the  Ute 
dispensation  of  Divine  Providence,  I  cannot  be  iitfCD' 
sible  to  the  mournful  tributes  of  respect  and  Teaeit* 
tion  which  are  paid  to  the  memory  of  my  dear  dcceif 
ed  husband ;  and,  aa  hia  beataervioea  and  most  aoxbBi 
wiabea  were  alwaya  devoted  to  the  welfare  and  bip- 
pinesa  of  his  countiy,  to  know  that  they  were  truly 
appreciated,  and  gratefully  remembered,  alTordi  oo  is* 
conaiderable  consolation. 

Taught  by  that  great  example  which  I  have  so  iovf 
had  before  me,  never  to  oppoae  my  pitTate  m'vhtt  w 
the  public  will,  I  must  consent  to  the  request  msile  by 
Congreas,  which  you  have  had  the  goodness  to  tnos- 
mit  to  me ;  and  in  doing  this  I  need  not,  I  caBDOtnr 
what  a  sacrifice  of  in dividnal  feeling  I  make  toaseo** 
of  public  duty. 

with  grateful   acknowledgmenta,  and    unfeiro^ 
thanks,  for  the  personal  respect,  and  evidences  of  cos- 
dolence,  expressed  by  Congresa,  and  yourself. 
I  remain,  Tcry  respectfully. 

Sir,  your  most  obed't  humble  servant, 

MARTHA  WASHINGTON. 

During  the  same  session  of  Congress,  a  bill 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  for  erectiog 
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a  maiisoieuni  for  George  Washington  in' the  City 
of  Washington.  Ic  was  postponed  in  the  Senate 
ontil  the  next  session.  Several  atteoipts  have  since 
been  made  in  Congress  to  redeem  the  plighted 
faith  of  the  nation,  but  they  have  ail  proved  una- 
Tsiling.  The  man  who  was  emphatically  first  in 
war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his 
cooDtrymen,  has  been  sleeping  with  his  fathers 
for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  his  mortal 
lemains  have  yet  been  un  honored  by  that  people, 
who,  with  justice,  call  him  the  father  of  their 
couDtry. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine,  whether  this  neglect 
be  more  impolitic  or  ungrateful.  Every  wise  na- 
tion has  paid  honors  to  the  memory  of  the  men 
who  have  been  the  saviours  of  their  country. 
Scalptare  and  painting  have  vied  with  each  other, 
ID  transmitting  their  images  and  the  memory  of 
their  deeds  to  the  remotest  generations.  By  these 
laeaas,  the  holy  fire  of  virtuous  emulation  has 
been  kindled  in  the  bosoms  of  the  youth  of  suc- 
ceeding ages. 

Oar  country  has  produced  a  Qeneral,  whose  pru- 
dence and  perseverance,  whose  courage  and  mili- 
tary skill,  conquered  our  independence,  against 
fearfal  odds,  from  the  most  powerful  nation  on 
earth ;  and  what  is  still  more  wonderful,  was 
never  intoxicated  by  the  illusions  of  military  glory. 
Oar  country  has  given  birth  to  a  statesman,  who 
was  chiefly  instrumental  in  converting  the  chaos 
of  the  old  Confederation,  into  the  most  perfect 
fabric  of  human  wisdom — the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion ;  and  whose  conduct,  as  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  was  characterized  by  such  wisdom  and 
virtne,  that,  after  the  strictest  examination,  it  is 
DOW  admitted  to  be  the  most  proper  ffuide,  to  di- 
rect OS  in  the  path  which  leads  to  Uie  nation's 
prosperity  and  glory.  In  short,  our  country  has 
produced  a  Washington  ;  he  has  been  dead  for 
foar  and  twenty  years,  and  we  have  erected  no 
monament  on  whieh  to  record  his  virtues,  and  our 
gratitude. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  Congress,  by  nej^lecting,  for  so 
long  a  period,  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  res- 
olutions, had  been  subjected  to  the  imputation  of 
perfidy,  as  well  as  ingratitude.  We  made  a  sol- 
emn promise  to  the  widowed  partner  of  Washing- 
ton, and  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  by  a 
legislative  act,  that  we  would  erect  a  monument 
to  his  memory.  That  distinguished  lady  has  long 
uambered  with  him  in  the  mve,  and  this  pledge 
his  never  yet  been  redeemea.  Although  his  mor- 
^l  remains,  have,  at  our  request,  and  by  her  con- 
i^t,  become  the  property  of  the  public,  yet  they 
?till  lie  nefflected.  Indeed,  I  have  been  credibly 
informed,  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  steal 
them  away  from  his  country,  which  had  almost 
proved  suceessful. 

I)o  we,  Mr.  Speaker,  consider  it  a  matter  of 
necessity,  in  all  respects,  to  preserve  the  public 
faith  inviolate?  And  shall  we  prove  faithless 
only  in  what  concerns  the  memory  of  Washing- 
ton ?  The  danger  of  the  precedent,  the  argument 
^  often  repeated  in  this  House,  against  the  adop- 
^on  of  measures,  will,  in  this  case,  be  unavailing. 
The  long  list  of  agee,  which  preceded  the  birth  of 


Washington,  had  never  presented  a  human  char- 
acter so  perfect ;  and  there  is  but  a  bare  possibility 
that  future  generations  will  produce  his  equal. 

Mr.  B.  hoped  the  resolution  would  pass  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  Cart,  of  Georgia,  arose  and  said,  that,  be- 
fore the  question  was  taken  on  the  resolutjon,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
House  for  a  few  moments,  while  he  gave  expres- 
sion to  what  he  believed  were  the  just  sentiments 
and  feelings  of  an  American  on  the  subject  it  con- 
templated. The  resolution  directs  a  committee  of 
this  House  to  report,  by  bill,  or  otherwise,  on  the' 
propriety  of  erecting  a  monument,  or  mausoleum, 
to  the  memory  of  Wabhinoton.  He  had  listenea 
with  attention  to  the  ingenious  and  un  impassioned 
address  of  the  mover  of  the  resolution,  in  which 
he  had  endeavored  to  prove  that  it  was  a  duty  of 
justice  and  of  gratitude  in  this  nation,  to  give 
such  an  iezpression  of  what  it  feels  itself  to  owe  to 
the  memory  of  its  illustrious  benefactor ;  but  he 
dissented  from  that  honorable  gentleman  in  the 
opinion  he  had  expressed,  and  it  was  the  purpose 
of  his  present  address  to  vindicate  to  that  gentle- 
man and  to  the  House  the  dissent  he  had  now  ex- 
pressed ;  in  doing  this,  he  would  empty  his  mind 
of  the  sentiments  he  held  on  this  subject.  The 
gentleman  had  very  truly  said  that  it  had  long 
been  the  practice  of  nations  to  express  their  ven- 
eration for  the  memory  of  illustrious  men,  by 
erecting  splendid  monuments  over  their  ashes. 
But,  he  would  ask,  in  what  spirit,  and  at  what 
period,  did  that  practice  originate  ?  It  was  before 
the  lights  of  reason  had  penetrated  the  darkness 
of  societv,  and  the  deposites  of  history  had  taught 
mankind  the  true  mode  of  commemorating  and 
eternizing  the  deeds  of  illustrious  men;  it  had 
had  its  beginning  in  successful  conquest,  when 
some  militarv  chieftain  first  plunged  his  sword 
into  a  nation's  bosom,  and  then  lavished  its  wealth 
in  monuments  to  perpetuate  his  name ;  it  was  a 
principle  of  vanity  which  had  given  existence  to 
the  practice.  We  were,  to  be  sure,  and  had  long 
been,  in  the  habit  of  going  for  precedents  to  Greece 
and  Rome,  and  that  classic  enthusiasm  which  an- 
imates every  scholar,  that  consecrated  reverence 
which  he  must  ever  feel  for  the  labors  and  achieve- 
ments of  departed  genius,  deludes  our  judgment, 
and  would  persuade  us  to  bring  the  associations 
derived  from  the  yenerable  remains  of  ancient 
sculpture,  to  times  of  a  wholly  different  character, 
and  jBL  country  in  wholly  different  circumstances. 
The  Government  of  this  .Union  was  entirely  and 
widely  different  from  those  of  the  old  world ;  it 
had  a  different  origin ;  it  was  a  phosnix-Iike  Gov- 
ernment, which  sprung  from  the  ashes  of  all  the 
corruptions  of  those  which  had  preceded  it ;  and 
as  the  Government  itself  was  new  among  men. 
those  who  had  achieved  its  establishment  shoula 
be  commemorated  in  a  new  style.  We  need,  Mr. 
Speaker,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  no  monuments  to  tell  us 
that  Washington  has  lived;  he  has  a  monu- 
ment, he  will  continue  to  have  one,  in  the  heart 
of  every  American ;  such  a  monument  as  none 
before  him  ever  had ;  and  let  it  be  our  peculiar 
pride  to  enshrine  him  there  alone.    Yes,  sir,  we 
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will  keep  Wabbinotor's  monumeBt  io  our  bo* 
aoms.  We  will  commit  it  to  no  perishable  stone ; 
his  name  shall  ha?e  a  purer,  a  more  enduring  me- 
morial. Sir,  my  heart  beats  as  ardently  and  fires 
as  high  as  that  of  any  of  my  countrymen  on  this 
subject;  but  I  would  erect  no  tomb.  Suppose 
we  build  one,  and  determine  its  place  to  be  here 
in  this  Capitol,  will  it  be  seen  by  the  natiob  1 
No,  it  will  only  be  risible  to  the  farored  few  who 
are  drawn  to  this  spot  by  their  public  functions, 
who  visit  it  on  a  jaunt  of  pleasure,  or  attend  it  on 
concerns  of  private  business.  But  WASBiiiaTOif 
has  a  monument  already,  far  greater  than  you  can 
build  i  his  memorial  is  every  where ;  from  Maine 
to  Loubiana ;  from  the  ocean  to  the  mountains ; 
and  wherever.  In  their  widely-spreading  emigra* 
tions,  the  people  of  this  Gonlederacy  shall  direct 
their  steps,  Wabbiicoton  travels  with  them,  and 
they  will  continue  to  bear  on  his  living  monument 
till  they  have  fixed  it  on  the  farthest  snores  of  our 
eontineot. 

Mr.  Buchanan  observed,  in  reply,  that  when 
he  brought  forward  the  resolution  he  had  the 
honor  to  present  to  the  Honse^  he  did  not  suppose 
that  any  gentleman  would  feel  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  oppose  Its  adoption.  He  differed  wholly  from 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia.  That 
gentleman  maintained  that  it  was  not  proper  for 
a  Republic,  by  monumental  marble,  to  ejccite  its 
citizens  to  virtuous  deeds  b¥  publicly  honoring  the 
memory  of  those  who  had  oeen  the  boMfactors  of 
their  country.  He,  on  the  contrarjr,  thought  that 
in  the  case  of  Republics  there  wm  in  the  practice 
a '  peculiar  and  special  propriety.  Such  monn-> 
ments  had,  in  ail  ages  and  countries,  exerted  a 
powerful  effect  in  inciting  men  to  patriotic  virtue; 
our  Government  rests,  its  very  rouadations  ate 
laid,  on  that  virtue;  and  it  therefore  seemed  in  a 
peculiar  manner  adapted  to  the  oircnmstaaces  of 
this  Republic.  It  was,  too,  a  practice  which  had 
been  already  sanctioaed  by  the  example  of  some 
of  the  most  respectable  States  in  the  Union.  Bat 
it  was  now  too  late  to  itAk  about  the  policy  of 
the  measure.  Is  not,  asked  Mr.  B.,  the  faith  of 
the  nation  pledged  ?  Has  not  the  measure  been 
publicly  resolved  upon  by  both  Houses  of  Con- 

fress  ?  Has  it  not  received  the  sanction  of  the 
resident  of  the  United  States  ?  Is  the  country 
to  promise  to-day,  and  violate  its  promise  to-mor- 
row? The  faith  of  the  Government,  pledged 
twenty-five  years  since,  to  the  ftunily  of  the  de» 
ceased,  and  to  the  American  people,  lias  never,  to 
this  day,  been  redeemed.  Shall  we  bold  all  our 
contracts  inviolable  but  this?  As  to  the  prece- 
dent, that  question  has  already  been  settlea;  the 
pledge  has  been  given.  And  were  gentlemen 
alarmed  at  the  danger  of  such  a  precedent  ?  They 
might  calm  their  apprehensions;  th^e  was  not 
the  remotest  danger  of  such  another  case  recur^ 
ring.  The  world,  in  its  long  course  of  days,  had 
never  beheld  such  a  man  before;  and^  in  all  the 
march  of  time,  there  was  little  probabilitv  of  the 
world's  ever  seeing  such  another ;  and  for  himself, 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  felt  so  deeply  the  obligation  to  re- 
deem the  pledged  promise  of  the  nation,  that, 
though  little  accustomed  to  make  such  requeau^ 


he  must  ask  that  the  yeas  and  nays  miflit  be 
recorded. 

Mr.  TaiMBLE  said  that  he  did  not  rise  for  tbe 
purpose  of  pronouncing  Wabhinqton's  enlogiuB ; 
that  was  a  theme  to  which  none  was  comp«em 
but  the  equal  of  Wabbinoton  ;  and  such  s  una 
was  no  where  to  be  found.  But  be  bad  risea  to 
diiabuse  this  nation  from  the  charge  of  iDgmi- 
tude  to  the  memory  of  its  benefactor.  On  wbtt 
proof  had  so  grierous  a  charge  been  founded? 
On  the  fact  that  no  national  monument  of  wMt 
had  yet  been  erected  to  hb  memory  to  intpiieos 
(if  he  understood  the  gentleman  tern  Pennsjln- 
nia)  with  sentiments  of  public  virtue.  Our  pi- 
triotism  must  be  cold  indeed,  if  it  could  only  be 
inspired  bj  the  coldness  of  a  marble  monamcsL 
Qwk  forbid  that  be  should  advance  an  opimoa 
that  such  a  monument  ousht  not  to  be  eKCtei 
But  he  would  ask,  if  it  had  been  erected  fifteen  or 
twenty  yeus  ago,  and  fixed  within  the  walls  cf 
this  Capitol,  where  would  it  have  been,  or  wbii 
would  have  become  of  it,  when  this  building  ms 
wrapped  in  flames  ?  It  would  have  fallen  m 
the  unhallowed  hand  of  a  barbarous  enemy,  wb 
would  have  mutilated  or  carried  it  off.  TheoolT 
charge  of  ingratitude  that  could  then  hare  bm 
urged,  would  have  been,  that  the  nation  neglected 
to  defend  the  Capitol ;  that,  instead  of  foortca 
thousand  retreating  from  a  handful  of  the  inn- 
ders,  they  did  not  iffht  till  only  fourteen  were  left 
alive.  When  they  bad  done  this,  they  might  erec 
a  splendid  monument  But  when  the  CapitoL 
that  is  now  going  on  in  building,  shall  fint  be 
completed,  and  the  monuoient  itself  shall  hxn 
first  been  procured,  it  would  be  time  enough  tc 
pass  resolutions  for  fixing  it  in  the  Capitol.  la 
the  meanwhile,  Wabhihuton  has  a  oMnometf 
in  every  place  where  there  are  Ameneans,  whm 
there  are  men;  two  worlds  had  join^  to  cfl^ 
brate  his  aotioas;  two  hemispheres  were  filM 
with  his  name ;  and  the  globe  itsdf  might  bepro- 
nounced  his  best  and  only  fit  mausoleum. 

The  resolution  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr 
Gazi^y,  of  Ohio,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  uble,  by» 
vote  of  97  to  67. 

SINKING  FUND. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLanb,  the  House  woM 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tht^^ 
of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  '^  authorizing  the  Cois- 
missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  toporefasset)^ 
seven  per  cent  stock  of  the  United  States,  in  ^ 
year  1824." 

[This  bill  provides,  that  the  Commissionei^  o^ 
the  Sinking  Fund  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  iOj 
thorized  to  purchase,  during  the  year  one  thoossBB 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  any  stock  of  v>^ 
United  States,  bearing  an  mterest  of  seven  per  cer 
tum  per  annum,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  &^^ 
millions  six  hundred  and  ten  th^isand  dollars,  u^ 
such  terms  as  they  nuiy  think  proper,  not  exceed- 
ing the  following  rates  above  the  principal  sa» 
purchased ;  that  is  to  say : 

For  all  such  stock  as  they  may  purchase  beloi* 
the  1st  day  of  April  next,  at  a  rate  not  exceediog 
one  dollar  and  seventy-fire  cents  for  every  sum  w 
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ooe  hundred  doHars^  io  addition  to  the  interest 
which  would  have  accrued  on  that  day^  upon  the 
said  stock. 

For  all  such  stock  which  they  may  purchase  bo> 
tween  the  1st  day  of  April  and  the  1st  day  of  July 
next,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  seventy*five  cents  on 
erery  sum  of  9100,  in  a<Ulition  to  the  interest 
which  would  have  accrued  on  the  day  last  men- 
tioned. 

For  all  such  stock  which  they  may  purchase  be- 
tween the  1st  day  of  July  and  the  1st  day  of  Oc- 
tober next,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding^  on  every  sum 
of  (100,  the  amount  of  interest  which  would  have 
accrued  on  the  day  last  mentioned :  and 

For  all  such  stock  which  they  may  purchase 
between  the  1st  day  of  October  next  and  the  Ist 
day  of  Jannnrv,  1^,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  the 
priocipal  and  the  interest  which  shall  have  accrued 
at  the  day  of  purchase. 

The  2d  section  of  the  bill  provides,  That  the 
said  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  make 
sach  purchases  under  the  forc^ing  restrictions,  at 
such  times  and  places  as  they  may  deem  moat 
eligible;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  ef- 
fect the  provisions  of  this  act,  an^  money  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  is  hereby 
appropriated.] 

The  1st  section  being  under  consideration,  Mr. 
McLan£  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
ODe  dollar  and  seventy^five  cents  in  the  12th  line, 
aod  substituting  two  dollars  [so  as  to  allow  the 
Commissionertf  to  pay  for  such  United  States  stock 
as  tbey  may  purchase  prior  to  the  1st  of  April  next, 
at  a  rate  not  exceeding  two  dollars  on  9100  in  ad- 
ditioo  to  the  interest.] 

Mr.  McLan E  said,  in  proposing  the  amendment 
to  increase  the  premium  in  the  first  period,  for  the 
purchase  of  the  seven  per  cent,  stock,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from 
one  dollar  seventy-five  cents  to  two  dollars,  that 
it  might  be  expected  of  him  to  explain  the  con- 
siderations by  which  this  proposition  was  recom- 
mended. 

When  thev  reported  the  biH,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  supposed  a  premium  of  one  dol- 
lar and  seventv-five  cents  would  be  soflicient  to 
promote  the  objects  in  view,  but  further  refiec- 
tioB  had  satisfied  him  that  they  would  be  more 
certainly  attained  by  enlar^ng  the  sum. 

It  was  necessary  to  consider  the  measure  pro- 
posed by  the  bill,  in  reference  as  well  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Qovernment  as  to  those  of  the  stock- 
holder, and  the  operation  should  be  conducted 
with  a  view  to  both. 

All  the  seven  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United 
States,  said  he,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  98,606,- 
4dO,  will  be  redeemable  on  the  first  of  Januaryi 
1825,  and  it  is  now  certain,  that  there  will  be,  on 
that  day,  sufficient  funds,  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Government,  for  this  purpose.  If  no  larger  Ji  sum 
were  thrown  at  once  into  the  market  ibr  new  in- 
vestment, it  would  necessarily  produce  serious  in- 
convenience and  embarrassment  to  the  owners  of 
the  stock.  The  bill  proposes  to  avoid  these  evils,  by 
providing  for  its  gradual  redemption,  during  the 
present  year,  and  ofiiering  to  the  stockholders  the 


opportunity  of  selling  their  stock  to  the  Qovern- 
ment, whenever,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  they 
mav  find  a  suitable  investment  for  their  funds. 

As  an  amount  of  money,  sufficient  to  purchase 
this  stock,  would  otherwise  remain  idle  in  the 
Treasury,  the  gain  produced  hj  this  plan  to  the 
Grovernment,  consists  in  the  saving  of  the  interest ; 
or,  in  other  words,  the  di^erence  between  the  pre- 
mium paid  for  the  purchase  and  the  interest  which 
would  accrue  on  the  first  January  1825. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  manifest  to  the  Committee, 
that  the  earlier  the  purchases  shall  be  made,  the 
greater  will  be  the  saving  to  the  Government,  and 
that,  for  this  reason,  it  is  not  only  their  interest,  but 
they  have  the  means  to  offer  larger  inducements  to 
the  stockholder  to  sell  in  the  first  and  second  terms, 
contemplated  by  the  bill,  than  at  any  later  period. 

By  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  which  is,  in  this  respect,  con- 
formable to  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  are  authorized  to  purchase  the  stock,  upon 
certain  terms,  within  fbur  several  periods  of  the 
year,  answering  to  the  usual  quarterly  divisions ; 
out  1  apprehend  the  premium  authorized  in  the  two 
first  periods  will  not  be  found  to  bear  a  just  pro- 
portion to  the  end  proposed.  The  holder  of  the 
stock  will  no  doubt  sefl,  whenever  he  may  fijid  a 
proper  opportunity  for  the  safe  investment  of  his 
money ;  but,  as  the  principal  gain  to  the  Gbvem-  , 
ment  is  to  be  made  in  the  two  first  periods,  the 
inducement  to  the  stockholder  to  seek  this  oppor- 
tunity should  be  larger  in  these  than  the  later 
periods. 

It  was  clearly  the  interest  of  the  Gk>vemment, 
he  said,  to  purchase  the  whole  stock,  if  practica- 
ble, within  the  first  quarter,  and  therefore  he  had 
offered  the  amendment  to  increase  the  premium  in 
that  quarter  to  two  dollars,  in  order  the  more  cer- 
tainly to  induce  the  sale. 

That  his  observations  npon  this  subject  might 
be  better  understood,  he  begj^  Leave  to  submit  to 
the  Committee  some  statistical  statements  which 
would  exhibit  the  operation  of  the  proposed  plan, 
and  of  his  amendment,  during  the  year,  and  in 
each  period,  both  in  regard  to  the  holder  of  the 
stock  and  the  Government 

Mr.  MoL.  said  as  it  is  now  impracticable  for 
this  expedient  to  go  into  operation  Mfore  the  first 
of  Pebroaty,  he  would  assume  that  as  the  day  on 
which  the  sale  will  uke  place,  and  the  seller  of 
the  stock  will  be  supposed  to  invest  his  funds  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year  at  an  interest  of  five  per 
cent.  In  that  case,  he  will  receive  for  his  9100 
of  stock  a  premium  of     -       *       -       -  91  25 

Three  months  interest,  at  7  per  cent., 
from  1st  January  to  1st  April  -       -       -    1  75 

Kleven  months  interest,  at  5  per  cent., 
from  1st  February  to  31st  December        -    4  58J 

Making 7  58J 

Which  will  be  a  gain  to  him  at  the  end 
of  the  year  of-       -       -       -       -       -0  58J 

By  disposing  of  his  stock  on  the  1st  April,  the 
second  period  proposed  by  the  bill,  the  seller  will 
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recetre  during  the  year  on  hu  9100  of 
stock,  a  premium  of        -       -        -        -  $0  75 

Six  months  interest,  at  7  per  cent,  from 
1st  January  to  Ist  July    -        -        -        -    3  50 

Nine  months  interest,  at  5  per  cent., 
from  Isl  April  to  3tst  December     -       -    3  75 


Making       • $800 

Which  will  be  a  ^in  to  him  of  -  -  1  00 
Bv  disposing  of  his  stock  on  the  1st  of  July,  the 
thira  term  proposed  by  the  bill,  the  seller  will  re- 
ceive during  the  year  on  his  $100  of  stock,  nine 
months  interest,  at  7  per  cent.,  from  1st  January 
to  Ist  October         -       -       -       -       -  ^  25 

Six  months  interest,  at  5  per  cent.,  from 
Ist  July  to  31st  December       -       -       -    2  50 

Making 97  75 

And  which  will  be  a  gain  to  him  of  -  0  75 
It  will  be  perceived  by  this  statement,  he  said, 
that  the  gain  to  the  seller,  in  the  first  period,  is 
less  than  m  either  of  the  others,  while  the  interest 
of  the  Crovemment  requires  that  the  purchases 
should  be  made  within  that  period.  And  to  pre- 
sent a  proper  inducement  for  this  purpose,  he  nad 
proposed,  by  the  amendment,  to  increase  the  pre- 
mium in  the  first  period  to  two  dollars.  At  that 
rate,  the  seller  will  receive  during  the  year  on  his 
8100  of  stock,  by  disposing  of  it  on  tne  1st  Feb- 
ruary next,  a  premium  of        -        -        -  $2  00 

Three  months  interest,  at  7  per  cent., 
from  the  1st  February  to  the  1st  April    -    1  75 

Eleven  months  interest,  at  5  per  cent., 
from  the  1st  February  to  the  31st  De- 
cember   •        ----.-4  58J 

Making 98  33* 

Which  would  be  a  gain  to  him  of  •I  33} 
If  the  amendment  prevail,  the  gain  to  the  seller 
in  the  third  period  will  be  three-fourths  of  the 
gain  in  the  second  period ;  and  the  gain  in  the 
second  period  will  be  three-fourths  of  the  gain  in 
the  first ;  and  I  apprehend  such  a  proportion  ¥dll 
lead  much  more  certainly  to  large  purchases  in 
the  first  period  than  the  rates  contained  in  the 
bill. 

It  will  be  apparent,  also,  he  said,  that  a  sale  to 
the  Government  at  the  rate  here  proposed,  will  be 
more  advantageous  to  the  seller  than  a  sale  to  an 
individual  at  an  advance  which  this  stock  will  be 
likely  to  bear  during  the  year ;  and  in  addition  to 
the  premium,  it  gives  the  interest  of  one  quarter 
in  advance,  and  thus  encourages  an  earfy  sale. 
With  the  certainty  which  exists  of  the  redemption 
of  the  stock  at  the  end  of  the  year,  it  can  scarcely 
be  expected  that  its  price  will  at  any  time  exceed 
three  per  cent,  above  the  par  value;  it  is  not 
probable  that  it  will  reach  that  sum,  but  estimating 
Its  value  in  the  market  at  three  per  cent,  the  sale 
to  the  Government  would  be  more  advantageous, 
because,  if  the  holder  sell  to  the  Government  on 
the  1st  of  February,  he  will  receive  during  the 
year  on  his  $100,  as  already  shown,  $8  33;  if  he 
sell  on  the  same  day  to  an  individual,  he  will  re- 
ceive a  premium  of  $3,  and  eleven  months  in* 
tmst,  at  5  per  cent.,  $i  58^;  making  97  58^; 


and  is  less,  by  75  cents,  than  the  snm  to  be  re- 
ceived by  a  sale  to  the  Government 

Mr.  McL.  also  remarked,  that  if  the  Comminee 
would  reflect  upon  the  operation,  as  to  the  Got- 
emment,  of  the  proposed  amendment,  ihej  wooU 
be  satisfied  of  its  propriety,  and  the  ntility  of  tbe 
expedient  proposea  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treu- 
ury ;  he  said  that  at  the  propped  rates  the  Go^ 
emment  will  save,  on  the  purchase  of  the  wiiok 
stock,  amounting  to  ff8fiO6jA90j  as  follows: 

If  the  stock  were  purchased  in  the  first  period, 
the  Government  will  pay  on  each  9100— $3  75; 
which,  being  deducted  from  9^,  the  amouot  of 
the  interest  tor  the  whole  year,  would  be  a  sstik 
of  93  ^1  And  on  the  whole  stock,  a  ssTiiif  d 
9279,710  93. 

If  the  stock  be  porchased  daring  the  second  pe- 
riod, the  Government  will  pay  on  each  $100- 
94  25 ;  which,  deducted  from  the  year's  interest, 
gives  a  saving  of  9^  75,  and  on  the  whole  ?^m. 
a  saving  of  9236,678  47. 

If  the  stock  be  porchased  during  the  third  pe 
riod,  the  saving  to  the  Government  will  be  $1 T: 
on  each  91^0,  and  on  tbe  whole,  the  samo: 
9150,613  57. 

With  respect  to  individuals,  Mr.  McL.  stid,ib 
operation  ot  the  proposed  plan  in  the  second  aac 
third  terms  might  be  differently  stated ;  and  ht 
remarked  that,  by  selling  to  the  €K>vernment  01 
the  1st  April,  the  individual  would  receives  ^ 
mium  of-       - SO  "5 

Three  months  interest,  at  7  per  cent, 
from  1st  April  to  1st  July        -        -       -   1  73 

Nine  months  interest,  at  5  per  cent., 
from  1st  April  to  31st  December      -       -   3  75 

Making       - 6  25 

If,  on  the  contrary,  he  retained  his  stock  froo 
the  first  April  to  the  end  of  tbe  year,  he  wooU 
receive  nine  months  interest,  at  7  per  cent,  wbic^ 
is -85  25 

And  less  than  he  would  receive  by  sell- 
ing it,  of         100 

By  selling  to  the- Government  on  the  1st  day  <^' 
July,  he  would  receive  three  months  interest  at  * 
per  cent,  from  the  1st  July  to  1st  October,  91  "^ 

Six  months  interest,  at  5  per  cent,  from 
1st  July  to  31st  December         -        -       •  2  SO 

If  he  retained  his  stock,  he  would  re- 
ceive six  months  interest,  at  7  per  cent  -   3  $0 

Which  is  75  cents  less  than  he  would  recein 
by  the  sale. 

Mr.  MoL.  said  he  had  troubled  the  Comnlttct 
with  these  statistical  detaib  of  the  (4an  proposed 
in  order  that  every  one  should  be  satisfied  with  it? 
operation  in  this  respect,  though  he  himself  sop- 
posed  the  measure  was  partlv  founded  upon  otbrr 
considerations,  and  looking  beyond  a  mere  csics- 
lation  of  profit  and  loss. 

For  himself,  he  believed,  as  be  had  already  is- 
timated,  that  though  the  terms  proposed  preseotf^ 
an  immediate  pecuniary  advantaffe  to  the  ^U^* 
the  principal  advantages  afforded  by  the  recom- 
mendation in  the  annual  report,  were  the  mraai 


1053 


HISTORY  OF  OOl^ORBSS; 


1054 


Janoast,  1824. 


Surveys  for  Roads  and  Canals. 


H.  OF  R. 


ofcoDTertiDg  his  stock  info  money  at  rather  more 
than  its  value,  whenever  he  may  discover  an  op- 
portunity for  investing  it  safely  and  profitably. 
He  believed  the  prudent  stockholder  would  not 
fail  to  appreciate  this  advantage,  when  he  reflected 
tbat  not  only  the  $8,600,490  of  7  per  cent.,  but 
aUo  as  much  of  the  6  per  cent,  stock  as  the  Gov- 
ernment will  be  able  to  pay  off  on  the  1st  of 
Janaary,  1825,  will,  on  that  day,  be  thrown  into 
the  market  for  investment.  ]f  the  stockholders 
are  wise,  they  will  speedily  look  for  the  means  of 
profitable  investment,  and  he  felt  persuaded  that 
the  amendment  would  offer  additional  and  reasoik- 
able  inducements  to  do  so. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  as 
amended  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  without  further  debate. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

Mr.  Hemphill  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  procurement  of  survevs,  ^c,  for 
roads  and  canals,  which  had  been  laid  on  the 
table  this  morning  to  make  way  for  the  preceding 
bill.    This  motion  was  carried~-«yes  97,  noes  76. 

The  bill  then  had  its  third  reading* 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  rose  and  said,  that 
his  views  neither  of  the  public  interest  nor  his 
own  daty  would  sufiier  him  to  see  a  bill,  such  as 
that  now  before  the  Committee,  about  to  pass  into 
a  lair,  without  entering  his  protest  against  the 
priDciple  on  which  it  was  founded.  The  present 
individual  bill  was  comparatively  of  small  mo- 
ment, but,  if  passed,  the  principle  would  be  sanc- 
tioned; and  it  was  not  attempted  to  be  concealed 
that  other  bills  were  to  follow  it  of  a  far  more 
serious  kind.  The  present  was  avowedly  only  a 
preliminary  measure. 

Heretofore,  he  said,  it  had  been  deemed  impor- 
tant that  the  barriers  between  the  General  and 
the  State  Governments  should  remain  untouched ; 
and,  on  that  account,  the  principles  on  which 
both  rested  had  been  reduced  to  writing,  and  in- 
finite pains  had  been  taken  to  adjust  the  due  pro- 
portion between  them.  To  arrive  at  a  just  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  which  separated  aiid 
defined  them,  it  was  necessarv  to  look  back  to  the 
compact  which  had  preceded  the  Constitution — 
to  the  confederation  between  the  thirteen  united 
States,  which  was  nothing  more  than  an  alliance 
of  sovereign  powers  for  the  common  good.  The 
defects  of  that  confederation  it  was  which  led  to 
the  formation  of  a  different  form  of  government, 
and  a  due  consideration  of  which  defects  must 
necessarily  throw  great  li^ht  on  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  which  was  in- 
tended to  remedy  them.  Wherein  do  the  two 
eompacts  differ?  In  comparatively  few  particu- 
lars. Very  few  powers,  are  granted  by  the  Con- 
stitution which  were  not  formerly  granted  by  the 
Confederation — those  relating  to  revenue  were  the 
chief.  Under  the  Confederation,  Congress  had 
power  to  borrow  money ;  to  raise  armies ;  to  maia- 
tain  a  aavy ;  to  make  treaties;  to  declare  war,  and 
to  make  peace;  it  had,  in  short,  the  same  power 
over  the  general  means  of  the  cation  that  it  now 
w,  bat  the  mode  of  its  operation  in  obuining 


them  was  different.  The  quotas  of  the  several 
States  were  laid  by  the  General  Grovernment  on 
the  Legislatures  of  those  States,  and  by  them  col- 
lected from  the  people.  The  hand  of  the  General 
Government  could  not  reach  the  pockets  of  the 
people,  but  it  had  to  wait,  for  its  supplies,  the 
tardy  movements  of  thirteen  different  independent 
Legislatures;  but  now  its  power  comes  in  imme- 
diate contact  with  the  people — its  means  are  taken 
at  once  from  the  imports — its  operations  are 
prompt,  and  consequently  vigorous,  and  the  pub- 
lic faith  may  be  safely  pledged,  because  it  will  be 
certainly  and  promptly  redeemed.  This  was  al- 
most the  sole  object  for  which  the  Confederation 
was  changed  into  the  Federal  Grovernment. 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  I  ask  whether,  by  the 
Confederation,  Congress  was  vested  with  munici- 
pal powers?  Certainly  not.  But  the  power  to 
make  roads  and  canals  is,  beyond  dispute,  a  mu- 
nicipal power.  Gentlemen  contend  that  Con- 
gress may  do  this  under  a  general  power  to  diffuse 
the  intelligence  of  the  country.  Why,  sir,  by  this 
reasoning,  I  can  equally  prove  that  it  has  the 
power  to  erect  common  schools.  They  diffuse 
mtelligence,  and  in  a  most  efficient  manner. 
Again,  to  the  well  being  of  a  republican  govern- 
ment, a  general  equality  of  property  isas  requisite 
as  a  general  diffusion  of  knowledge.  Have  then 
Congress  power  to  regulate  descents  of  real  estate? 
The  inference  to  that  power  is  stronger  than  to  a 
power  to  dig  canals.  But,  by  the  express  letter  of 
the  Constitution,  Congress  has  power  "  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 
several  States."  Well,  sir,  I  ask,  in  the  first 
placCj  what  is  the  power  which  is  here  granted 
over  foreign  commerce?.  It  is  both  legislative 
and  executive — it  extends  indeed  to  a  right  to 
close  all  our  ports ;  but  the  Government  is  bound 
to  furnish  the  citizens  with  a  market,  and  there- 
fore the  Constitution  gives  it  authority  to  make 
treaties ;  but  it  has  placed  this  power  not  in  Con^ 
gress,  but  in  the  President. 

The  Constitution  gives,  futther,  a  power  to 
'May  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  and  imposts.'* 
This,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  the  sole  power  of  Congrev 
over  foreign  commerce ;  it  has  power  to  lay  the 
duty  and  to  collect  it — ^this  is  tne  extent.  The 
whole  power  of  Congress,  in  relation  to  foieign 
commerce,  is  exhausted  by  the  tariff,  and  by  the 
collection  of  it.  The  power  to  erect  lighthouses, 
is  one  which  belongs  to  this  power  of  '*  collecting 
duties,"  and  not  to  the  power  of  "  regulating  for^ 
eign  commerce."  The  great  object  of  duties  is- 
revenue ;  and  Congress  may  prohibit  altogether, 
or  it  may  qualify,  by  certain  regulations,  the  en- 
trance ol  goods  into  the  country.  Over  this  Con- 
ffress  has  entire  sovereignty.  Revenue  is  nor, 
however,  the  exclusive  object  of  duties ;  they  may 
be  laid  for  political  as  well  as  fiscal  purposes — ^to 
protect  our  rights — ^to  coerce  other  nations  to  jus- 
tice, or  to  requite  them  for  benefits,  and  aUo  to 
foster  domestic  industry. 

I  now  inquire,  what  is  the  power  intended  to 
be  granted  in  a  *' power  to  r^ulate  commerce 
among  the  several  States?"  Conjgress  certainly 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  buying  and  selliof 
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of  internal  productions,  nor  can  it  lay  duties  on 
exports  from  one  State  to  another ;  trade  between 
the  States  is  free — ^perfectly  free.  And,  with  re- 
lation to  imported  goods,  when  once  the  duties  on 
their  importation  are  paid,  those  goods  are  as  free 
as  if  they  were  the  growth  of  the  soil ;  they  may 
be  carried  wherever  the  owner  pleases  to  carry 
them.  Congress  has  no  power  over  them  what- 
'  soever.  What  then  is  the  power  of  Congress  over 
the  internal  trade  of  the  otates  ?  None ;  it  has 
none  whatever.  To  what  then  does  the  clause 
relate?  Wholly  to  the  coasting  trade.  Owing 
to  the  extent  of  our  coast,  danger  exists ;  that,  in 
conducting  this  trade,  tbe  revenue  will  be  de- 
frauded ;  and  with  a  view  to  prevent  sacb  defraud- 
ing, the  Constitution  empowers  Congress  to  ^^  reg- 
ulate" this  branch  of  commerce.  And  to  this  its 
power  extends,  and  no  farther.  If  this  is  so,  where 
IS  the  basis  of  any  power  to  make  canals  ?  There 
is  no  substratum  for  such  a  power;  the  whole 
theory  is  a  mere  castle  in  tbe  air,  and  at  the  touch 
of  sober  investigation,  it  tumbles  into  ruins. 

The  next  clause  in  which  the  power  sought  for 
has  been  supposed  to  reside,  is  that  which  author- 
izes Congress  to  establish  post  offices  and  post 
roads. 

And  what  need  is  there  of  power  to  enforce  the 
use  of  a  post  road  ?  Does  any  State  resist  the  use 
of  its  roads  by  the  General  Government?  We 
must  remember  that  when  the  Constitution  was 
framed,  its  framers  had  respect  chiefly  to  the  old 
thirteen  States^— States  already  in  a  state  of  ad- 
vanced improvement,  abounding  with  roads  in  all 
directions.  And  looking  toward  such  a  state  of 
things,  all  that  this  clause  intended  was  to  give 
Couffress  power  authoritatively  to  say  on  which 
of  these  roads  the  mail  should  travel.  What  is 
the  practice  which  has  ever  nrevailed,  and  which 
still  prevails,  on  this  subject  ?  Tbe  States  make 
and  preserve  the  roads,  and  the  Gkneral  Gk>vem- 
Bient  uses  them.  No  jurisdiction  over  tbem  is 
surrendered  bjr  the  States. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  thought  that  tbe  reasoning 
which  had  been  employed  on  this  subject  by  the 
friends  of  the  bill,  was  improper  and  inapplicable; 
but,  having  been  used,  it  must  be  answered. 

The  States,  he  said,  originally  were  absolutely 
soweign,  and  politically  omnipotent ;  they  vested 
certain  powers  in  a  General  Government  for  the 
general  defence  and  welfare.  Is  it  necessary  for 
the  general  defence  that  the  General  Government 
must  have  the  power  of  making  roads?  Surely, 
the  State  governments  must  have  been  deranged, 
if  they  intended  to  give  up  the  care  of  their  own 
roads.  What  was  their  intention?  [Here  Mr. 
W.  read  several  clauses  of  the  Constitution,  and 
referred  to  the  '*  Federalist."]  Here  all  powers 
over  local  and  municipal  matters,  such  as  are  ne- 
cessary to  the  internal  prosperity,  are  reserved  to 
the  States.  Sir,  what  was  the  opinion  on  this 
subject  in  the  State  conventions  which  were  held 
on  the  question  of  adopting  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution? In  all  of  these  conventions  it  was  taken 
for  granted  that  municipal  powers  remained  to  the 
State^^no  other  idea  entered  their  heads.  We 
have  the  contemporaneous  constructions  of  thirteen 


independent  deliberative  bodies,  of  the  autbon  of 
tbe  Federalist,  and  two  Presidents.  Sir,  tbe  evi- 
dence would  be  sufficient  to  convince  a  jury,  if 
capable  of  such  decision. 

If  you  attempt  to  establish  the  power  of  inakiflf 
roads^  as  one  belonging  to  the  Geaenl  Goreiih 
roent,  every  pillar  of  our  political  fabric  is  lii4 
prostrate  at  once,  and  the  Constitution  iiaosdes 
thing.  The  powers  as  granted  in  that  CoDstito> 
tion  are  either  concurrent  or  exclusire.  The 
power  of  war  and  peace  is  given  exdusirely  to 
tbe  General  Government ;  others  are  giren  ex> 
cinsively  to  the  State  governments;  others  in 
concurrent — such,  for  example,  as  that  of  tiie  tu- 
ation  of  land ;  this  may  be  a  concurrent  povr, 
because  its  exertion  by  neither  exhausts  the  sob 
iect.  But  it  is  not  so  with  the  power  over  nth 
This  is  a  moral  subject,  a  moral  power— once  ex- 
ercised it  is  exhausted. 

According  to  the  opjiosite  theory,  the  whole 
sovereignty  over  this  subject  lies  in  the  Genetii 
Government ;  but  I  say,  on  tbe  contrary,  that  tbe 
whole  sovereignty  lies  in  the  States.  It  is  sail 
that  the  power  oi  making  roads  cannot  be  xnjt 
rious  to  the  people  of  the  States,  but  must  be 
wholly  to  their  advantage.  Allow  me  to  pot  i 
ease.  The  Government  of  the  United  Sutff 
think  it  expedient  to  make  a  road  from  New  YoTt 
to  Buffalo,  and  to  put  toil  sates  upon  it-^one  n 
these  toll  gates  near  Bufhtlo  is  destroyed  or  it- 
jQred — ^the  man  who  did  it  must  be  brought  in 
hundred  miles  to  be  tried  in  the  United  Suta 
court  for  a  trespass  of  the  value  of  two  and  sii* 
pence.  Is  this  no  injury,  no  oppessioo,  sir?  I^ 
IS  treading  under  foot  the  State  jorisdictioo— its 
prostrating  the  State  judiciary.  Sir,  it  brings  ib 
interference  of  the  Gheneral  Uovemment  to  ererr 
man's  fireside,  and  is  calculated  to  render  it  odioui 
to  a  free  people. 

Sir,  I  believe  I  may,  without  presumption,  af 
I  have  ever  been  a  friend  to  the  Federal  Goreit- 
ment,  and  so  have  I  ever  been  friendly  to  internil 
improvements,  and  have  promoted  them,  too,  sir. 
with  my  utmost  power,  in  my  own  sphere,  uodtf 
a  legitimate  jurisdiction.  I  did  so  long  beloie  tiit 
great  canal  in  our  State  vras  ever  thought  oi 
But,  however  noble,  however  beneficial,  the  cos- 
tem plated  plan  for  internal  improvement  maf  be. 
its  excellence  is  not  tbe  question  before  this  ooO' 
mittee.  The  simple  question  is  into  our  power  to 
execute  it.  Sir,  we  must  go  by  the  grand  Itni* 
marks  of  the  Constitution.  It  such  a  power  is 
reallv  necessary,  ask  the  people  for  it;  tbefsic 
the  fountain  of  all  power,  and  they  will  nem  ff 
fuse  to  grant  it.  Why  strain,  why  violate  the 
Constitution  ?  Why  break  down  one  pillar  after 
another  in  our  fair  temple  of  rational  liberty,  tiii 
the  whole  temple  lies  prostrate  in  the  dust?  No. 
sir,  we  have  begun  to  do  this,  but  let  us  step  back; 
our  acts,  thus  far,  are  not  irretrievable;  let  0 
wait  for  power  till  it  is  given  us;  the  small  dd«| 
jcan  do  no  injury. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsvlvania,  m 
especially  from  New  Jersey,  has  talked  to  us  about 
a  new  era — a  political  millennium,  in  which  t 
new  f*ith  is  to  prevail,  far  more  liberal  than  the 
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old  fashioned  notions  of  our  fathers;  and,  in  a 
tone  of  menace  and  defiance,  has  told  us  that  at 
that  auspicious  period  our  voices  will  not  be 
beard.  Sir,  to  me.  this  is  ominous:  it  tells  roe  in 
what  spirit  these  plans  are  projected;  and  the  ex- 
ultaiion  already^  visible  is.  in  my  view,  but  a  mel- 
ancholy presage  of  that  louder  shout  that  shall 
anooaoce  a  perfect  victory  over  the  last  struggles 
of  the  expiring  constitutions. 

Mr.  Mallary,  of  Vermont,  said  that  he  was 
sensible  that  whoever  rose  to  oppose  the  bill  now 
before  the  House  must  be  liable  to  great  embar- 
rassments, in  conseaoence  of  the  recent  vote,  by 
which  it  appeared  that  a  decided  majority  was  in 
its  favor.  It  was  not  very  often  that  he  claimed 
the  attention  of  the  House;  but  he  viewed  this  bill 
as  a  part  of  a  system  of  measures  of  such  magni- 
tude, that  he  should  reproach  himself  with  a  ne- 
elect  of  duty  did  he  not  express  the  disapprobation 
he  was  constrained  to  feel  towards  it.  He  was 
aware  that  the  subiect  possessed  a  character  cal- 
culated to  excite  the  deepest  interest  and  solici- 
tude. So  important  did  some  gentlemen  view  it, 
that,  in  their  estimation,  the  uovernment  itself 
would  appear  contemptible  if  it  refused  to  carry 
into  execution  such  magnificent  policy;  and  it 
was  to  be  feared  that  the  opposer,  whatever  might 
be  his  real  motives,  would  appear  contracted  and 
illiberal. 

To  the  grandeur  of  the  plans  of  internal  im- 
prorement,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  was  not  insensible ; 
their  utility,  he  acknowledged,  and  it  would  afford 
him  the  greatest  pleasure  to  concur  in  their  sup- 
port-~he  would  say  more — he  could  join,  with  the 
most  ardent  enthusiasm,  in  aiding  their  prosecu- 
tion, did  he  consider  himself  authorized  by  the 
CuQstitution  of  the  Union.  But,  as  he  at  present 
viewed  that  instrument — ^the  polar  star  of  our  le- 
gislation— it  had  intrusted  him  with  no  powers 
whatever,  on  the  subject.  His  views  might  be 
Tery  trite,  but,  such  as  they  were,  he  would  en- 
deavor, very  briefly,  to  present  them,  for  his  own 
vindication,  in  opposing  the  bill. 

The  first  inquiry  was,  as  to  the  character  of  the 
^wer  now  proposed  to  be  exercised  by  Congress. 
It  is  that  of  constructing  roads  and  canals  through- 
out the  territorial  limits  of  the  several  Stat^,  of 
which  this  Confederacy  is  formed.  The  objects 
to  be  accomplished,  according  to  the  views  of  the 
honorable  Speaker,are,  the  distribution  of  the  force, 
the  commerce,  and  intelligence,  of  the  nation. 
This  power,  it  it  exists  in  the  General  Grovern- 
ment,  must  be  an  original  power — an  exclusive 
power.  It  cannot  be  within  the  control  of  the 
several  Slates.  The  United  States  most  hold  it 
^  the  uncontrolled  sovereign.  The  States  can 
never  interpose  any  interfering  claim*  The  Gen- 
eral Government  may  enter  the  jurisdiction  of 
c>^ery  State,  and  seize  upon  the  soil,  for  such  roads 
aad  casals  as  it  may  choose  to  construct,  and 
forever  hold  it  by  its  resistless  authority.  The 
State  governments  remain  secondary,  degraded, 
and  even  contemptible.  The  General  Govern* 
meat,  to-day,  takes  the  great  highway  from  New 
York  to  Burlington,  Vermont,  under  its  control. 
To-morrow,  it  seizes  on  some  other  great  avenue 
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from  one  part  of  a  State  to  another,  or  from  a 
State  to  its  neighbor  State.  One  road  is  taken, 
under  pretext  that  it  is  a  post  road,  and  necessary 
for  the  distribution  of  intelligence;  another  is 
taken,  for  the  more  convenient  distribution  of 
commerce ;  and  where  exists  a  more  tremendous 
power  ?  What  independence  can  exist  to  a  State, 
when  another  Crovernment  assumes  the  preroga- 
tive of  holding  its  only  avenuesof  communication? 
Alt  this,  it  is  true,  may  not  be  the  work  of  a  day. 
but,  when  once  begun,  the  power  of  the  Union  will 
proceed,  step  by  step,  till  at  last  the  State  govern- 
ments will  be,  virtually,  if  not  actually,  annihi- 
lated. • 

This  is  the  power  of  the  General  Government, 
contended  for  by  the  advocates  of  internal  im- 
provement.   Is  it  ffiven  by  the  Constitution  ? 

It  is  contended  that  the  expression  in  the  Con- 
stitution, that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  es- 
tablish post  offices  and  post  roads,  confers  an  un- 
limited power  over  roads  in  general.  What  is  the 
fair  and  unequivocal  import  of  that  expression  ? 
Can  there  be  any  doubt  as  to  its  extent,  its  object? 
Is  it  not  dearly  and  unequivocally  defined  ?  Is 
there  any  other  end  in  view  than  the  distribution  of 
intelligence,  as  the  honorable  Speaker  has  expressed 
it?  To  make  this  clause  a  pretext,  a  shield,  for 
the  accomplishment  of  other  objects,  must  be  an 
unwarrantable  exercise  of  usnrped  authority.  Can 
the  General  Government  declare,  that,  having 
the  power  of  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the 
intelligence  of  the  nation,  that  it  has,  also,  from 
the  same  source,  the  right  to  provide  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  commerce,  the  force,  of  the  nation? 
It  appears  to  me,  that  the  process  of  reasoning 
which  would  lead  to  such  conclusions,  is  mani- 
festly erroneous  and  absurd.  No  language  can  be 
more  precise,  clear,  and  intelligible,  than  the 
clause  of  the  Constitution  alluded  to.  It  is  simi^ly 
the  power  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads. 
What  else?    Nothing. 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  concurred  with  the  honoraUe 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbovr,)  as  to 
the  application  and  use  of  the  word  "  establish," 
as  used  in  the  Constitution.  It  was  intended  only 
a  power  to  designate  and  to  give  a  legal  character 
to  the  road  upon  which  the  mail  should  be  trans- 
ported, and  for  that  purpose  alone.  But,  supposing 
that  Congress  have  the  power  to  create  and  con- 
struct a  post  road,  the  most  liberal  construction 
would  not  allow  Congress  to  create  and  conatmct 
one,  and  exercise  jurisdiction  over  it  for  every 
other  purpose.  For  the  purpose  of  proving  that 
this  was  the  true  construction  of  the  clause  in 
question,  Mr.  M.  read  the  following  passages  from 
the  Federalist :  . 

**  In  the  first  pUce,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the 
Genersl  Oovernment  is  not  to  be  charged  with  the  whole 
power  of  making  and  administering  laws :  its  joris- 
dietioQ  is  limited  to  certain  enumerated  objects,  which 
coneern  all  the  members  of  the  Republic,  but  which 
•re  not  to  be  obuined  by  the  separate  provisions  of 
any.  The  subordinate  Governments,  which  can  ex- 
tend their  care  to  all  those  other  otyjects,  which  can  be 
(separately  provided  for,  will  retain  their  due  anthori^ 
and  activity,  dec    A  second  observation  to  be  made. 
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if,  that  the  immediate  object  of  the  Federal  Conttitu- 
idon  ii  to  secure  the  union  of  the  thirteen  primitive 
Statei,  dec. 

**  Let  it  be  remarked,  in  the  third  place,  that  the 
intercourie  throughout  the  Union  will  be  daily  facil- 
itated by  new  improvementa.  Roada  will  every  where 
be  ahortened  and  kept  in  better  order ;  accommoda- 
tions for  traTeilera  will  be  multiplied  and  meliorated  ; 
an  interior  navigation*  on  our  eastern  side,  will  be 
opened  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  thirteen 
Sutes.  The  communication  between  the  Western 
and  Atlantic  districts,  and  between  different  parts  of 
each,  will  be  rendered  more  and  more  easy  by  thoae 
numerous  canab,  with  which  the  beneficence  of  nature 
has  intersected  our  country,  and  which  art  finds  it  so 
little  difficult  to  connect  and  complete.*' 

These  remarks,  said  Mr.  Mallary,  are  found 
in  the  great  commentary  on  oar  Constltatton ; 
they  express  the  yiews  of  some  of  the  most  distin- 
goished  statesmen  of  any  age  or  country ;  of  men 
who  assisted,  by  their  wisdom  and  iotetligence, 
in  forming  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederacy. 
Thev  had  no  idea  that  the  General  Gtoremment 
would  undertake  to  construct  roads  and  canals, 
any  more  than  to  establish  public  houses  of  enter- 
tainment, to  multiply  and  meliorate  accommoda- 
tions for  travellers. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  said  Mr.  M.,  considers 
that  the  term  <'  establish"  is  wholly  creative.  He 
has  illustrated  his  explanation  by  a  reference  to 
the  preamble  of  the  Constitution.  It  is,  '*  We  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a 
more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  dbc.,  do  or- 
dain and  establish  this  Constitution,"  dtc. 

It  seems  to  me,  said  Mr.  Mallary,  that  the 
honorable  Speaker  has  been  unfortunate  in  his 
illustration  of  his  views,  by  making  this  reference. 
Is  the  expression  *' establish  justice,"  creative? 
If  so,  the  principles  of  justice  did  not  exist  among 
the  people  of  the  United  States  nntil  the  adoption 
of  tne  Constitution.  It  would  have  been  a  very 
sinjrular  preamble,  indeed,  if  the  people  had  said 
*'We,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union, 
create  justice."  The  meaninj;  of  the  expression 
must  be,  that  the  principles  ofjustice,  already  ex- 
isting, are  to  be  enforced  by  the  means  or  the 
Constitution.  Again,  it  declares  that  the  people 
do  "ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution."  The 
plan  and  frame  of  Government  had  been  formed 
by  a  Convention,  created  by  the  people  for  that 
purpose.  It  had  been  presented  to  the  people  for 
their  consideration.  They  did  ordain  and  estab- 
lish this  prepared  plan  of^  Government ;  they,  by 
establishing  it,  ^ve  it  its  legal  character — its 
binding  enect.  The  same  may  be  said  of  tbat 
exercise  of  power  by  Congress,  when  they  declare 
and  establish  a  road,  constructed  by  a  State,  a 
post  road. 

But  it  seems  to  be  admitted  that  the  power  re- 
quired is  nowhere  expressly  given,  yet  that  it  is 
an  original  and  incidental  power  inherent  in  the 
Constitution.  Its  great  and  transcendent  chat- 
acter  has  been  described.  It  is  well  known  how 
great  was  the  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  people  to 
preserve  their  State  sovereignties  as  little  impaired 
as  possible.    They  never  intended- to  oonfer  on 


the  General  Government  any  right  or  power  but 
such  as  could  not  with  safety  be  exercised  bf 
themselves.  They  preferred  Sftate  independcDce 
to  national  consolidation.  The  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  therefore,  employed  the  most  precise  j 
language,  and  described  the  minutest  objects  the 
jurisdiction  over  which  the  States  were  called 
upon  to  sunender.  It  is,  therefore,  very  ext^*o^  | 
dmarythat  the  power  now  claimed  as  so  iodis- 
pensable  to  the  existence  and  prosperity  of  the 
General  Government  should  never  hare  Ixea 
mentioned  at  all. 

The  Constitution  gives  to  Congress  exdasive 
jurisdiction  over  a  District,  ten  miles  square,  to 
be  the  immediate  sei^t  of  the  General  GoTerv 
ment.    What  could  be  more  clear  than  that  ibt 
General  Government  must  hare  power  to  ertct 
and  control  a  convenient  place  ior  legislation 
What  might,  with  more  certainty,  be  ioferrei 
bad  it  been  omitted,  und  what  more  safek  cooid 
have  been  omitted,  than  such  a  power  1    Vet  we 
find  this  power  granted  in  express  terms.    So  d 
places  for  the  erection  of  forts.     NothiDg  wooU 
seem  more  necessary  and  evident,  than  that  ibt 
General  Government,  being  charged  with  the  it- 
fence  of  the  Union,  had  power  to  erect  fortresses 
in  that  defence,  wherever  it  might  deem  it  Decfs- 
sary.    Yet  we  find  this  noint  guarded  vith  tie 
most  scrupulous  care.    No  fort  can  be  built.  ^ 
fortification  erected,  over  which  the  Gorerofflee: 
can  exercise  a  sovereign  control,  unless  the  ^:l 
on  which  they  may  stand  is  purchased  by  ti^e 
consent  of  the  States.    The  same  provision  of  tbt  | 
Constitution  extends  to  the  sites  of  the  miluarr 
posts,  arsenals,  and  dock  yards.    After  hv\H 
given  to  the  Government  ofthe  Union  the  powc 
to  raise  armies  and  build  navies,  how  readilr 
might  incidental  powers  have  been  discovered. It 
which  it  might  have  created  arsenals  and  d«xi 
yards,  and  governed  them  also.    But  the  frames 
of  that  instrument  never  thought  of  the  capanij 
of  modern   construction.    They  supposed  thil 
nothing  was  left  to  presumption,  to  inference,  lo 
opinion,  as  to  the  original  grant  of  power.  Tbe(^ 
fore,  express  provision  is  made,  that  Congress  cas 
exercise  jurisdiction,  only  by  consent  of  the  Suie. 
over  the  soil  where  the  lort  or  arsenal  is  erectei 
Is  it  not  extraordinary  that,  in  one  instance,  the 
States  refuse  to  surrender  jurisdiction  to  ao  act 
of  land,  to  the  smallest  spot  for  a  national  object, 
until  their  consent  is  required,  and  yet,  in  aDother, 
they  intended  that  the  General  Crovernmentsbocld 
have  the  right,  by  implication,  to  commaod  all 
the  land  and  water  communications  of  the  nt- 
tion  ?    Not  allow  Congress  to  interfere  with  i 
foot  of  soil  for  the  most  important  operations  ^ 
defence,  yet  allow  us  to  control  all  those  prlriie§«s 
which  render  the  soil  of  any  value !    In  ^ivicg< 
therefore,  a  just  construction  to  the  Constiiutioai 
we  ought  to  allow  it  consistency,  and,  to  its^e^ 
eral  parts,  some  due  proportion  with  each  otber- 

We  are  told  by  the  honorable  Speaker  that  it  ^ 
wholly  improper  to  leave  the  power  of  construd- 
ing  roadx  and  other  improvements  to  the  Sutei 
Tne  States,  he  tells  us,  will  always  make  thets 
for  their  own  local  convenience;  they  will  bo 
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extend  their  views  and  policy  so  as  to  confer  a 
benefit  oo  other  States,  mach  less  on  the  Union 
at  large.  Bat  what  is  the  fact  ?  When  one  State 
opens  a  road,  does  it  not  take  into  view  the  road 
of  another,  which  is  to  meet  the  first,  and  the 
places  to  which  it  may  lead  ?  Interest  alone  will 
secure  this.  Can  gentlemen  point  out  in  New 
Borland,  for  example,  any  better  directions,  more 
convenient  for  their  own  people  and  for  the  na- 
tion, than  where  they  are  constructed  ?  Sir,  the 
Greneral  Goremment  can  never  have  more  iaiel- 
ligenee  or  wisdom  on  this  subject,  than  the  people 
of  the  S  tates.  Why,  then,  interfere  ?  If  you  want 
post  roads,  they  must  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  peo- 
ple. Wherever  you  find  people,  you  find  roads; 
and  to  establish  post  roads  where  there  are  no 
people  to  enjoy  the  benefits,  would  be  very  useless 
employaient  for  an  enliffhtened  Gk)vernmenC;  it 
would  confer  but  little  honor  on  its  administra- 
tion to  exercise  its  power  in  the  distribution  of 
intelligence  where  none  could  receive  its  bless- 
ings. There  then  is  no  necessity  for  iofefence. 
It  would  be  as  useless  to  the  General  Gh>vernment 
as  Texatiout  to  the  States,  supposing  the  claimed 
power  had  a  Constitutional  existence. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment may  exercise  its  exclusive  power  over  ob- 
jects of  a  national  character.  ThiS)  I  contend,  is 
to  be  decided  by  the  Constitution.  A  great  vari- 
ety of  objects  are  both  State  and  national  in  their 
nature.  As  the  Union  is  composed  of  the  indi- 
vidual States,  whatever  afiects  a  part,  must,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  afiect  the  whole.  If  the 
General  Government  may  control  every  thing 
which,  by  a  liberal  construction,  may  be  deemed 
national,  the  States  hold  their  supposed  independ- 
ence by  a  miserable  tenure.  We  have  been  told 
that  the  object  is  national  where  it  cannot  be  ac- 
complished by  the  exertions  of  a  ^ngle  State. 
There  the  power  of  the  Union  is  indispensably  ne- 
cessary. To  illustrate  this,  we  aie  referred  to 
proposed  canals  between  dififerent  States.  Let 
me  r^er  to  the  existing  roads  between  the  same 
States.  How  are  they  constructed  ?  Has  a  want 
of  powo'  ever  been  discovered  ?  If  they  are  com- 
petent to  make  roads,  are  they  not  as  competent 
m  power  to  make  canals?  If  canals  between 
States  are  of  national  character,  are  not  the  roads 
national  which  pass  from  State  to  State?  If  the 
General  Government  has  the  power  over  canals, 
has  it  not  equal  power  over  roads  which  may 
happen  to  connect  two  States?  If  it  has  the 
power  over  roads  which  pass  their  boundaries, 
has  it  not  the  right  to  seize  on  all  the  roads  of  a 
Stat&— as  their  connexion  is  indispensable?  If 
so,  as  has  been  asked,  in  what  does  the  independ- 
ence of  a  State  consist? 

Again,  admit  that  the  power  exists  in  the  Gen- 
eral Government  to  distribute  the  force  and  com- 
merce of  the  nation,  and  that  it  employ  all  conve- 
nient means  to  carry  that  power  into  execution. 
Let  us  see  its  operation.  The  State  of  New  York 
has  displayed  a  noble  spirit  of  liberalitv,  enter- 
prise, and  perseverance,  in  efiecting,  bv  her  own 
reHnirees,  ner  jpreat  Western  canal.  Accumula- 
ting screams  ofcommeree  fiow  in  all  directions  to 


her  emporium.  You  now  cross  the  Alleghany 
with  your  canal  at  our  common  expense.  The 
people  of  the  centre  of  the  Union,  from  East  to 
West,  may  believe  that  an  equal  share  of  com- 
merce does  not  fall  to  their  portion;  that  too 
much  is  enjoyed  by  the  North,  and  that  there 
ought  to  be  a  more  equitable  distribution.  It  be- 
comes necessary  to  control  the  New  York  canals. 
They  may  be  purchased.  If  New  York  should 
demand  too  much,  or  prove  refractory,  the  Gen- 
eral Government  have  only  to  sajr,  we  want 
these  water  courses,  as  the  means  of  distributing 
the  force,  the  commerce,  the  intelligence  of  the  na- 
tion, according  to  the  language  of  the  honorable 
Speaker,  and  we  must  have  them.  Would  the 
people  of  New  York  readily  consent  to  this? 
Would  they  look  with  composure  on  this  exercise 
of  authority — to  see  the  representatives  of  Ver- 
mont, Georgia,  Kentucky,  and  Pennsylvania,  me- 
ting out  that  portion  of  commerce  which  should 
pass  through  their  State  ?  Would  they  be  pleased 
to  hear  Congress  declare  that  too  much  commerce 
found  its  ^ay  to  market  at  New  York,  and  too 
little  found  its  way  across  the  Alleghany  to  Balti* 
more  and  Philadelphia?  Ought  not  Congress, 
therefore,  to  be  careful  how  they  assume  this 
power  by  construction  ? 

The  Constitution  itself  lays  it  down  as  a  uni- 
versal principle  of  its  own  construction,  that  all 
powers,  not  granted  to  the  General,  are  reserved 
to  the  State  governments.  But  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  interpretation  demanded  by  the  support- 
ers of  the  bill  proceeds  from  a  contrary  rule — that 
all  power,  not  expressly  reserved  to  the  States, 
must,  'of  course,  be  vested  in  the  Gk>vemment  of 
the  Union.  The  rule  of  proceeding  would  seem 
now  to  be,  to  find  some  object  which  would  be 
convenient  for  the  Union  to  have  accomplished, 
and  then  hunt  up  some  hidden  power  in  the  Con- 
stitution to  justify  the  measure.  I  cannot  find,  in 
the  writings  of  any  statesman,  or  in  the  discus- 
sions of  the  day,  when  the  Constitution  was 
adopted,  any  idea  that  the  power  now  asked  to  be 
exercised  ever  existed  in  the  national  charter. 
No,  sir,  such  were  the  apprehensions  of  the  times, 
that,  had  this  power  been  proposed  to  be  eiven  to 
the  Federal  Crovernment,  the  States  would  have 
as  soon  abandoned  their  sovereignty  and  returned 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  mother  country,  as  have 
surrendered  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  call  your  attention  to 
another  view  of  the  subject.  There  is  a  tendency 
in  the  General  Government  to  accnmulate  its  own 
powers.  It  has  the  purse,  the  sword,  and  undi- 
vided exertion*  The  States  are  divided,  and  can 
seldom  act  in  concert.  An  injury  to  one  is  not 
felt  by  the  other.  The  General  Gbvernment  con- 
strues its  own  powers,  and  can  enforce  its  own 
construction  by  the  arm  of  the  nation.  The  States, 
separately,  are  weak  and  impotent.  When  they 
claim  their  powers,  the  Federal  Government  is 
the  judffe  ot  its  ri^ht,  under  a  predisposition  in 
favor  of  its  own  privileges.  If  a  State  is  right,  it 
is  powerless ;  if  the  General  Cbvernment  is  wrong, 
it  IS  also  resistless.  ^ 

The  power  claimed  is  said  to  be  of  the  most 
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beneficial  tendency.  It  wifl  be  the  means  of  pre- 
serving; the  Union;  of  most  effectaally  uniting 
them.  Yes,  sir,  it  may  unite  the  States,  it  may 
chain  them  together,  but  at  the  price  of  their  in- 
dependence. It  is  the  States  which  are  to  be  the 
great  nurseries  of  republicanism,  It  is  there  that 
consolidation  is  to  be  resisted-— aristocracy  coun- 
teracted. When  you  strike  at  the  independence 
of  State  power,  you  strike  at  the  root  or  your  re- 
publican mstitutions.  Preserve  that  independence 
untouched  and  entire,  as  your  Constitution  in- 
tended. Give  the  State  governments  some  of  the 
"benefits  of  construction,  and  not  use  it  wholly 
against  them. 

If  consolidation  of  the  States  was  the  express 
and  avowed  object  of  the  bill,  could  any  measure 
be  more  politic  and  wise?  Congress  declares  to- 
day to  Vermont,  that  we  must  regulate  and  dis- 
tribute your  commerce  in  a  manner  more  bene- 
ficial than  you  have  ever  done.  We  will  take 
under  our  care  your  roads  to  other  States;  we  will 
open  for  you  a  canal — ^for  your  benefit  as  well  as 
for  the  Union ;  but  we  claim  and  will  hold  juris- 
diction. If  Vermont  is  opposed)  no  other  State 
takes  any  '  interest  in  her  concerns.  Congress 
wields  the  whole  force  of  the  Confederacy.  'I' he 
State  must  submit.  The  General  Government 
next  enters  Jersey,  and  opens  a  canal  through  that 
State.  The  same  difficulties  arise,  and  the  same 
result  follows  irresistibly.  It  then  turns  to  Dela- 
ware; and,  in  succession,  passes  from  State  to 
State,  encountering  each  one  singly,  with  its 
whole  strength,  infiuence,  and  patronage,  and  the 
multiplied  means  which  must  always  be  under  its 
tsontrol.  What,  then,  most  be  the  eondition  of 
the  individual  States,  I  again  repeat,  when  these 
splendid  objects  are  accomplished?  If  they  re- 
monstrate against  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
they  may  be  told  that  Congress  holds  the  avenues 
of  the  States*  If  they  intimate  that  the  General 
Government  expounds  the  Constitution  too  liber- 
ally, that  incidental  powers  are  becoming  too  nu- 
merous at  the  Seat  of  Government,  they  may  be 
told  that  Congress  already  holds  the  power  to  dis- 
tribute the  force  of  the  nation,  as  weU  as  its  com- 
merce and  intelligence. 

To  his  view,  said  Mr.  M.,  in  eondusion,  the 
power  contended  for  is  of  vast  importance^  It  is 
admitted  that  it  is  not  expressly  given.  It  was 
assuming  an  awful  responsibility,  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  to  take  it  by  a  doubtful  construction ;  a 
eonstruction  not  necessary  for  the  existence  of  the 
General  Government,  but  which  would  terminate 
in  the  prostration  of  the  States.  He  was,  there- 
fore, bound,  by  a  deliberate  conviction  of  duty,  to 
oppose  any  and  every  form  of  its  exercise. 

Afr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  mo- 
tion (it  is  MJpposed  with  a  view  to  allow  the 
Speaker  to  take  part  in  the  debate)  was  carried— 
yeas  106. 


Frioat,  January  16. 

4      The  Speaksr  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasory,  accompanied 


by  a  statement,  exhibiting  the  value  of  the  trade 
which  the  United  States  held  with  Greece,  Asia 
Minor,  and  Egypt,  during  the  years  1620,  1621, 
and  1S22,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  resolatios 
adopted  on  the  2d  instant ;  which  report  and  state- 
ment were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  petitions  of  George 
Taylor ;  of  merchants  and  underwriters  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  of  the  execu- 
tors of  the  will  of  Thomas  Chapman,  of  South 
Carolina ;  and  of  the  ninth  conrentioa  of  ibeMaD- 
omission  Society  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;  and 
the  said  petitions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  Nichols  Earle;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. . 

Mr.  ViNTON)  from  the  Committee  on  the  PqUic 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  tiie 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Wood,  of  Ohio,'*  reported  the  same  witboui 
amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commu- 
tee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLan£,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Francis  G.  Macy,  and  others,  madei 
report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  releasing 
the  owners  of  the  ship  General  Jackson  from  tb^ 
payment  of  certain  duties;  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  ma^( 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Bernard  Thooft,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill,  authorizing  the  issuing  of  deben- 
tures to  the  petitioner ;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLanb,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred,  on  the  14th  instant,  a  memc-- 
rial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Arkas- 
sas,  with  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  tbereoo, 
reported  a  bill,  makinj;  an  appropriatioD  towards 
the  extinguishment  olthe  Quapau  title  to  lands  in 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Habiilton,  from  th^e  Committee  ob  Mili* 
tary  Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  ol 
the  trustees  of  the  church  of  8t.  Anne,  in  Detroit 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  accompaoied  by  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Corporation  of^the  Ghttrch 
of  St.  Anne,  Detroit,  and  to  authorize  the  ezten 
sion  of  Larned  street,  in  the  town  of  Detroit ;  whicli 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commit 
tee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ScoT-r,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Puhlit 
Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred  sundrj  peii 
tions  and  memorials  upon  .  the  subject  of  lao^ 
elaims  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  reported  a  bill 
enabling  the  claimants  to  lands  within  the  limin 
of  the  State  of  Missouri  to  institute  proceediog^ 
to  try  the  yalidity  of  their  claims ;  which  was  reat 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  lb( 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coox,  the  Committee  on  ib' 
Public  Lands  were  iastruoted  lo  inquire  wbetbe 
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aoy-y  and.  if  any,  what,  provisioa  is  proper  to  be 
made,  lo  eoable  the  holden  of  claims  to  land  in 
Illiaois,  confirroed .  to  them  by  the  Qoyeraprs  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory,  and  which  were  af- 
terwards rejected  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
appointed  to  revise  such  confirmations,  to  try  and 
deCferaiiDe  the  validity  of  their  claims,  aund,  m  the 
eTent  of  their  appearmg  valid,  to  receive  compen- 
sation therefor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hobabt,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  act, 
entitled  ^'An  act  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt, 
granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and 
allo'wrances  to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the  fish- 
eries," passed  29th  July,  1813,  as  authocizes  a 
hounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  of  granting, 
in  lieu  thereof,  an  allowance  on  the  tonnage  of 
vessels  employed  in  the  mackerel  jfeheries,  in  the 
same  way  as  to  vessels  employed  in  the  bank  and 
other  cod  fisheries. 

Mr.  ToMLiNSON  laid  the  following  resolution 
on  the  table,  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz : 

Rmohed,  That  the  Commisstohera  of  the  Navy 
Hospitals  be  directed  to  report  to  this  House  the 
sB&oaQt  of  the  sums  which  they  have  received  and  ex- 
pended, bj  virttie  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  estab^ 
lishing  Navy  Hospitaby''  the  balance  remsiniog  in 
their  hands  on  the  3Ut  of  December,  1883^  desigoat* 
ing  the  sun  which  has  been  "absorbed  in  the  pay  of 
the  ^avy,  and  which  is  due  to  the  Hospital  Fund," 
and  what  measurer  they  have  adopted  to  carry  into 
efiect  the  provigions  of  the  said  act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewaht,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  proper  accouutiog 
omcers  to  settle  the  accounts  of  James  Whaley, 
late  a  captaiu  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  principles  of  justice  and  equity. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  authorizing 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  pur- 
chase the  seven  per  cent,  slock  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  182i,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  '^An  act  further  extending  the  term 
of  half*pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  children 
of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  died  in  the 
public  service,"  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs.  . 

INVALID  PENSIONERS. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  concerning  Invalid  Pensioners. 

Mr.  Little  moved  an  amendment,  adding  the 
names  of  certain  individuals  to  the  list  of  those 
contained  in  the  bill;  some  conversation  took 
place  on  this  amendment  which  was  at  length 
adopted. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the  bill  be  further 
amended,  by  striking  out  the  name  of  James  Royal, 
[who  was  wounded  by  an  explosion  at  a/e^tt  dejoU^ 
m  celebration  of  a  victory.] 

Mr.  Little  stated,  that  the  committee  had  in- 
serted this  case  on  the  principle  that,  if  a  soldier 
was  wounded  in  ihe  performance  of  any  lawful 


order  of  his  commanding  officer,  he  was  as  much 
entitled  to  a  pension  as  if  it  happened  in  battle. 

Mr.  Taylor  assented  to  this  principle,  but 
doubted  the  fact,  and  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
papers  in  the  case.    The  papers  were  read. 

Mr.  Allen  observed  that  his  knowledge  of  the 
individual  in  question,  and  the  circumstances  at- 
tending his  case,  compelled  him  to  oppose  the 
amendment  offered  by  his  honorable  colleague. 

Sir,  this  bill  is  intended  for  the  relief  of  an  un- 
fortunate man,  whose  devotion  to  his  country  has 
cost  him  every  earthly  blessing.  After  serving  a 
tour  of  duty  in  the  late  war,  he  joined  his  com- 
rades, in  a  Dublic  demonstration  of  joy  and  satis- 
faction at  tne  success  that  attended  a  cause  which 
every  patriot  then  felt  interested  in.  At  this  meet- 
ing a  cannon  exploded,  and  wounded  him  in  the 
most  shocking  manner,  leaving  him  ever  since 
blind  and  helpless* 

I  am  aware  that  it  will  be  said,  the  time  and 
place  this  accident  occurred,  will  not  bring  it 
within  the  principle  that  governs  Congress  in 
granting  pensions.  I  confess  that,  without  reflect 
tion,  this  objection  had  its  weight  with  me  \  but, 
when  all  the  circumstances  have  been  considered, 
I  am  fully  persuaded  it  will  be  found  within  the 
spirit  and  meaning  of  the  policy  that  ever  has 
governed  this  or  any  other  country,  in  mitigating 
the  calamity  that  war  inflicts  on  those  that  venture 
their  lives  in  support  of  it. 

Although  this  man  was  -not  engaged  in  an  act 
strictly  in  the  line  of  a  soldier'^  duty,  it  was  an  act 
of  infinite  service  to  the  country — it  was  one  which 
every  friend  to  his  country  felt  himself  called  upon 
to  perform. 

Yes.  sir,  at  that  critical  juncture  an  expression 
of  public  opinion  was  all-importanu-it  gave  new 
life  and  vigor  to  a  doubtful  contest. 

Who  is  It  that  does  not  recollect  the  efforts  made 
at  that  time  by  unprincipled  men  to  impress  the 
enemy  with  a  belief,  that  the  war  was  not  a  war 
of  the  people.  The  Hartford  Convention  and 
other  mischievous  engines  were  busily  employed 
distracting  public  sentiment*  The  Treasury  was 
drained  oFite  last  dollar,  public  credit  at  the  low- 
est ebb,  and  the  soldiers  sent  home  without  pay. 
At  such  a  time  waa  it  not  praise^worthy  to  rouse 
the  patriotism  of  the  nation  by  eelebratinff  its  vic- 
tories and  publicly  proclaiming  the  attachment  of 
the  people  i  Yes,  sir,  victorious  battles  themselvee 
did  not  do  the  case  more  service  than  such  meet- 
ings. This  man  willingly  engaged  in  both,  it  waa 
his  misfortune  to  be  sacrificed  in  that  kind  of  ser- 
vice which  was  voluntary,  but  not  less  acceptable 
on  that  account. 

I  ask  then,  is  it  fair  to  exclude  him  from  all  the 
bounty  the  nation  has  so  liberally  bestowed,  as 
well  upon  unfortunate  sufferers  in  the  shape  of 
pensions,  as  in  swords  and  medals  for  meritorious 
achievements?  His  case  is  recommended  both 
by  merit  and  unexampled  suffering,  he  has  no 
where  else  to  go  for  relief;  he  has  tried  private 
charity,  and  found  it  too  precarious  a  dependence. 
The  municipal  regulations  of  counties  and  corpo- 
rations ciob-e  the  door  against  him,  because  it  was 
not  their  cause  alone  that  made  him  a  pat^per.    Is 
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death  the  only  friend  left  to  relieve  him?  I  hope 
not;  his  country  owes  him  a  support,  and  Con- 
gress has  the  power  of  granting  it  without  danger 
from  precedent,  because  there  is  no  other  case  like 
it.  It  is  an  extraordinary  one  indeed,  and  one 
which  ought  not  to  be  met  by  cold  calculations 
and  deductions  drawn  from  nxed  principles  in- 
tended for  general  purposes.  It  is  not  by  rules 
and  forms  that  he  expects  a  magpanimous  nation 
to  judge  him.  Is  there  any  one  in  this  House  that 
would  not  give  to  this  unfortunate  roan  his  sight, 
had  he  the  power  to  do  so  ?  ^^Y  ^^^^  withhold 
the  onlr  remnant  of  comfort  left  ?  Is  there  any 
principle,  human  or  divine,  that  would  be  violated 
by  doing  that  which  we  all  believe  to  be  right  ? 
It  we  believe  the  war  made  him  blind,  we  must 
believe  the  authors  of  it  ought  to  support  him. 

Sir,  I  like  to  act  from  principle  m  legislation, 
but  it  must  be  principle  tnat  does  no  violence  to 
my  judgment  and  feelings.  There  is  a  principle 
of  right  and  wrong,  implanted  by  nature,  which 
cannot  be  misunderstood.  I  will  take  it  for  my 
guide  in  voting  for  this  bill. 
'  On  the  question  being  taken,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Cocke  was  agreed  to,  and  the  name  stricken  out. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  as  amended,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McDufpib,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  on  the  resolution  by  him  reported  from  a 
select  committee,  for  amending  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  choice  of 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH,  of  Georgia,  was  desirous  that 
the  consideration  of  this  subject  should  be  post- 

Eoned.  He  had  not  had  opportunity  to  prepare 
imself  to  discuss  it,  and  he  asked  it  from  the 
courtesy  of  the  mover,  that  the  subject  should  not 
be  pressed  at  this  time.  He  had  a  further  reason. 
It  was  known  to  all  that  the  Senate  was  now  oc- 
cupied on  the  same  subject,  and  he  was  desirous 
to 'wait,  and  first  see  whether  that  branch  of  Con- 
gress could  not  come  to  some  decision  in  respect 
to  it;  and  he  moved  that  the  Committee  rise. 

Mr.  MoDoPFiE  said,  that  he  had  given  notice  of 
the  present  discussion  three  weeks  ago,  and  the 
notice  had  been  repeated,  from  time  to  time,  ever 
since.  It  was  probable  the  subject  would  occupy 
the  House  more  than  the  present  day ;  and,  as  it 
had  been  usual,  thus  far  in  the  present  session,  to 
adjourn  over  from  Friday  to  Monday,  the  gentle- 
man from  (Georgia  could  have  time  to  prepare 
himself  before  any  question  should  be  taken  on  the 
resolutions ;  he,  therefore,  could  not  consent  to  de- 
fer the  discussion. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to  rise, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE,  of  South  Carolina,  commenced 
by  remarking,  that,  entertaining  a  deep  conviction 
that  the  harmony  of  the  Union,  and  the  purity  of 
the  Government,  were  essentially  invoUed  in  the 
proposed  amendment,  he  could  not  but  congratu- 
late the  Committee  and  the  country  upon  the  pro- 
pitious combination  of  circumstances  under  which 


it  would  BOW  be  investi^ted.  While  the  current 
events  of  our  history,  said  he, furnish  a  practical 
and  impressive  exhibition  of  the  evil  tendencies 
of  our  system,  in  that  dqiartment  which  it  had 
been  found  most  difllciilt  to  organize,  we  shall  be 
shielded  from  the  imputation  of  acting  with  a 
view  to  personal  objects,  or  under  the  influence  of 
temporary  considerations,  by  the  moral,  I  may  al- 
most say,  the  physical  impossibility  of  consummat- 
ing the  amendment  in  time  for  it  to  operate  in  the 
approaching  election  for  the  Presidency. 

In  bringing  forward  a  proposition  so  fundamen- 
tal in  its  character,  and  calculated,  in  my  opiDion, 
to  exert  a  lasting  influence  upon  the  happiness  of 
future  generations,  it  is  a  source  of  sincere  gratifi- 
cation to  reflect,  that  the  measure  does  not  rest 
upon  the  recommendation  of  an  individual  so 
humble  and  inexperienced  as  myself,  but  that  its 
leading  provisions  (subject  to  some  subordioate 
modifications,  whicii,  I  hope,  will  be  adopted)  are 
approved  and  sanctioned  by  many  of  the  most 
profound  and  experienced  stacesmen  of  the  coon- 
try.  This  proposition  has  been  for  more  than 
eight  years  before  the  nation  ;  it  was  recommend- 
ed by  a  majority  of  the  States,  and  a  change  has 
been  anxiously  desired  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
American  people.  When,  to  the  imposing  weight 
of  these  circumstances,  we  add  the  consideration, 
that  the  great  body  of  the  people  are,  at  this  mo- 
ment, deeply  and  justly  excitai  upon  Che  subject, 
it  must  be  apparent  to  every  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee, that  this  proposition  conies  before  us  with 
a  weight  of  authority  which  imperatively^  de- 
mands, and  will  undoubtedly  secure  for  it,  the 
most  solemn  and  dispassionate  consideration. 

I  am  not  unaware  of  the  difficulty  which  must  be 
encountered  at  the  very  threshold  of  an  investiga- 
tion having  for  its  object  a  fundametital  change 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  country.  There  is  a 
general  indisposition  to  touch  that  instrument, 
proceeding,  I  believe,  from  a  sort  of  vague  and 
indefinite  apprehension  that  it  may  give  rise  to  a 
spirit  of  innovation  more  dangerous  than  even  the 
acknowledged  vices  of  the  system  itself.  As  I 
know  these  to  be  the  views  of  several  honorable 
members,  I  feel  that  I  am  called  upon  by  the  oc- 
casion to  present  some  general  views  of  what  I 
deem  to  be  the  true  theory  and  philosophy  of  Con- 
stitutional amendments. 

The  dread  of  innovation,  by  which  some  gen- 
tlemen are  restrained  fromeiving  their  sanction  to 
amendments,  which  they  believe  to  be  iadicioos 
in  themselves,  may  be  traced,  said  Mr.  McD.,  to 
the  history  of  simple  democracies,  or  of  countries 
in  a  revolutionary  state.  In  the  ancient  republics, 
for  example,  where  popular  oratory  exerted  an  ab- 
solute ascendency  over  the  passions  of  the  multi- 
tude, it  was  necessary  to  secure  the  existing  insti- 
tutions against  the  fluctuating  movements  of  the 
popular  will,  by  all  the  barriers  of  superstition  and 
public  opinion.  The  historv  of  republican  France, 
recorded  in  the  blood  ot  the  various  factions 
which  were  successively  thrown  up  and  destrofed 
by  the  universal  commotion  of  the  political  ele- 
ments, is  a  striking  illustration  of  the  tendency  to 
perpetual  changes  while  a  country  is  in  a  state  oi 
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reTolotion.  Bat  these  examples,  while  they  show 
ike  daDgeroas  tendeocy  to  ionovfttioo,  io  certain 
forms  of  goverameot,  and  certain  conditions  of 
joctety,  indicate,  at  the  same  time,  a  distinction 
which  will  warrant  me  in  the  assertion  that  our 
lendency  is  of  an  opposite  kind.  Indeed^  nothing 
tan  be  more  true,  in  relation  to  countries  in  a  state 
of  political  tranquillity,  than  the  proposition  con- 
uin^  in  the  document  which  proclaimed  us  a 
free  people;  ''that  mankind  are  more  disposed  to 
suffer,  while  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  them- 
selres,  by  throwing  off  the  forms  to  which  they 
have  been  accustomed." 

But  it  has  often  been  urged  in  conversation, 
that,  by  making  amoidments  of  the  Constitution, 
we  should  impair  the  popular  veneration  for  that 
instrument.  This  maj  be  true,  and  doubtless  is 
troe,  of  govemaients  founded  ui>on  injustice  and 
usurpation,  and  resting,  for  their  security,  upon 
the  ignorance  of  the  people.  It  is  unsafe  to  sub- 
ject to  the  scrutiny  of  reason,  institutions  which 
cannot  stand  the  test  of  investigation.  But 
nothing  can  be  more  dangerous  than  the  inculca- 
tion of  this  sort  of  superstitious  idolatry  in  this 
coon^.  Its  inevitable  tendency  is  to  confound 
the  vices  of  oor  system,  with  the  system  itself; 
and,  in  that  wajr,  to  convert  the  best  feelings  of 
the  community  into  the  means  of  preventing  the 
conection  of  imperfections,  which  time  must  dis- 
close, in  all  human  institutions,  and  of  perpetuat- 
ing abuses,  from  which  no  government,  adminis- 
tered by  men,  has  ever  been  exempted. 

We  should  never  forget  (what  is  our  proud  dia- 
tinction)  that  this  €h>vemment  is  founded  upon 
the  intelligence  of  the  people;  and  that,  in  pro- 
portion as  their  veneration  and  attachment  for  the 
Constitntion  proceeds  from  a  discriminating  at- 
tention to  its  practical  operation,  in  the  same  pro- 
portioa  will  their  liberties  be  secure  and  the  Gov- 
ernmeat  preserved  in  its  purity. 

It  is,  indeed,  one  of  the  most  important  rights 
of  a  free  people  to  make  those  gradual  changes  in 
their  pohtical  institutions,  which  may  be  indi- 
cated by  the  changes  in  the  social  system,  the 
progress  of  intelligence,  and,  above  all,  by  the 
lights  of  experience.  It  is  in  this  way,  and  in 
this  way  only,  that  the  Constitution  of  a  country 
can  be  adapted  to  the  condition  and  circumstances 
of  the  people  whose  liberty  it  is  intended  to  secure. 
No  eoBstitutioBal  provision  can  be  wise  which 
has  not  this  peculiar  adaptation ;  and  no  part  of 
the  Constitution  evinces  the  wisdom  of  the  Con- 
Tention  more  clearly  than  the  provision  made  for 
its  amendment 

This,  said  he,  is  an  age  distinguished  for  im- 
proTements  in  the  science  of  Government  Within 
the  last  fifty  years  it  has  made  more  signal  ad- 
vances than  at  any  former  period  of  the  world. 
'Within  that  tioae,  we  have  ourselves  made  a  great 
political  experiment,  which  is  destined,  I  trust,  to 
have  a  Usting  ioAoence  on  the  affairs  of  mankind. 
Bot  it  cannot  be  disguised  that  the  Executive  de- 
liartment  of  this  Ciovcmment  was  organized  by 
the  Conveotioii,  without  any  of  those  benefits  cm 
experience  which  aid^  them  in  the  establishment 
of  the  other  departments.    Representative  assem- 


blies had  existed  here  from  the  first  settlement  of 
the  country,  to  sav  nothing  of  the  experience  of 
England.  A  similar  remark  may  be  made  of  the 
Judicial  department  But  the  world  had  never 
witnessed  the  spectacle  of  an  elective  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate, presiding  over  so  extensive  a  country, 
containing  millions  of  freemen,  from  whom  his 
authority  was  at  least  intended  to  be  a  direct 
emanation.  And,  accordingly^  said  Mr.  McD., 
we  find  the  provisions  for  electing  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate of  tne  Republic  more  imperfect,  in  their 
actual  operation,  than  any  contained  in  the  Con- 
stitution ;  though,  at  the  time  of  its  adoption, 
those  provisions  were  believed  to  be  the  moat  un- 
exceptionable of  all.  We  most,  therefore,  make 
up  our  minds  to  examine  and  expose  the  vices  of 
the  system ;  and  nothing  can  more  clearly  show 
the  safety  with  which  this  may  be  done,  than  a  par- 
ticular investigation  of  the  process  through  which 
every  amendment  must  pass  before  it  can  become 
a  part  of  the  Constitution.  To  effect  any  change, 
the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  both  branch^  of 
Congress,  and  three-fourths  of  the  State  Legisla- 
tures, is  indispensably  necessary.  Is  it  possible, 
then,  that  any  change  can  be  precipitately  mad& 
under  the  influence  of  temporary  delusion?  I 
will  venture  to  predict  that  no  amendment  will 
ever  be  adopted  that  ia  not  sanctioned  by  the  de- 
liberate sense  of  a  decided  maiority  of  the  people, 
long  and  steadily  maintained.  This  is  conclu- 
sively demonstrated  by  the  history  of  the  very 
proposition  we  are  now  discussing.  It  has  been 
more  than  eisht  years  before  the  people,  and  has 
been  constanuy  gaining  ground  during  the  whole 
of  that  period.    It  was  originated  by  the  intdli- 

Smt,  patriotic,  and  unpretending  State  of  North 
arolina ;  a  State  which  is  honorably  identified 
with  one  ffreat  era  in  our  political  history,  and  I 
sincerely  hope  it  is  her  destiny  to  be  associated 
with  another,  in  my  opinion^  not  much  less  im- 

Eortant  I  believe  historv  will  accord  to  her  the 
onor  of  having  first  made  a  declaration  in  favor 
of  the  national  independence ;  and,  if  this  amend- 
ment should  be  adopted,  (as  it  certainly  will  be^ 
at  no  distant  period,)  she  will  have  another  title 
to  the  lasting  gratitude  of  the  nation.  Her  pro- 
position was  sanctioned  by  a  maiority  of  the  State 
Legislatures — I  believe,  by  nearly  three^fourths  of 
them — and,  in  several  instances,  by  an  unani- 
mous vote.  It  has  been  repeatedly  discussed  in 
Congress,  and  as  repeatedly  passed  by  two- thirds 
of  the  Senate ;  and,  in  one  instance,  it  wanted 
but  three  or  four  votes  of  a  Constitutional  major- 
ttv  in  the  House  of  Represenutives.  Now,  said 
Mr.  McD.,  there  is  no  political  principle  more 
undeniable  than  that  the  ddiberaie  opinion  and 
settled  conviction  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  ia 
a  Ciovemment  recccnising  in  them  the  right  and 
the  capacitv  of  selPgovernment,  ought  to  prevail 
over  the  will  of  the  minority,  even  in  relation  to 
the'  Constitution.  Why,  then,  it  may  be  asked, 
does  that  instrument  require,  for  an  amendment, 
the  concurrence  of  more  than  a  majority  ?  I  an- 
swer, for  the  very  wisest  of  purpoacs ;  bot  not, 
sorely,  to  cive  I  he  permanent  ascendency  to  the 
opinion  01  the  minority.    This  requirement  was 
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gle  individual !  Sir,  said  he,  I  will  not  say  that 
such  a  state  of  thinss  will  iuevitably  result  in 
corruption ;  but  I  will  say  that,  if  it  does  not,  the 
virtue  of  public  men  is,  under  all  circumstances, 
an  ample  security  against  their  ambition,  and  that 
no  political  check,  no  tie  of  responsibility,  no  Con- 
stitutional regulation,  is  necessary  to  secure  the 
liberties  of  the  p^ple,  and  preserve  the  purity  of 
the  Government.  Upon  the  whole,  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  that,  in  the  course  of  time,  the  general 
ticket  system  will  be  found,  at  least,  as  bad  in 
practice,  as  the  appointment  of  Electors  by  the 
State  Legislatures. 

Another  objection,  said  he,  exists  against  the 
general  ticket  system,  which  has  been  explained 
in  the  report  of  the  select  committee.  It  deprives 
the  minority  of  their  unquestionable  rights  m  the 
respective  States,  and  makes  it  to  depend  upon  acci- 
dental combinations^  whether  a  majority  or  a  mi- 
nority of  the  whole  of  the  people  of  the  Union  should 
elect  the  Presiden  t.  In  the  result,  the  majority,  how- 
ever inconsiderable,  gives  its  own  vote,  auded  to 
that  of  the  minority ;  although,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
vote  of  the  minority  is  opposed  to  that  of  the  ma- 
jority, and  ought  to  be  subtracted  from  it.  I  am 
aware  that  it  may  be  answered  that,  in  voting  by 
districts  also,  the  voice  of  the  minority,  in  eacn 
district,  will  be  suppressed.  This  is  true,  but  it 
only  goes  to  show  that  the  remedy  proposed  is  not 
|>erfect.  It  will  be  obvious,  on  the  slightest  reflec- 
tion, that  the  probability  or  such  comoinations  as 
would  throw  the  Grovernment  of  the  country  into 
the  hands  of  a  minority^  under  the  general  ticket 
system,  is,  to  the  probability  of  such  combinations 
under  the  district  system,  as  two  hundred  and 
sixty,  the  number  of  districts,  is  to  twenty-four, 
the  number  of  States.  In  any  siven  State,  for  ex- 
ample, the  chances  are,  that  the  minority  in  one 
district  will  counterbalance  the  minority  in  an- 
other :  so  that  the  electoral  vote  of  the  State  will 
nearly  correspond  with  the  aggregate  popular  vote, 
giving  the  minority  its  due  weight.  But,  even  if 
It  were  otherwise,  the  district  minorities,  being 
small  masses,  will  submit  to  the  will  of  the  ma^ 
jority,  without  any  violent  excitement.  On  the 
contrary,  the  aggregate  minority  of  a  whole  State, 
distinctly  perceiving  their  numerical  strength,  and 
feeling  the  injustice,  not  only  of  throwing  their 
vote  out  of  the  general  estimate,  but  of.  giving  it 
to  the  candidate  against  whom  they  intended  it 
to  operate,  would  have  deep  and  permanent  feel- 
ings of  discontent.  This  would  be  more  certainly 
&nd  more  justly  the  case,  if  the  districts,  which  con- 
stituted the  minority  should  have,  in  reference  to 
the  great  concerns  of  agriculture,  manufactures, 
or  commerce,  interests  different  from  those  of  the 
majority. 

There  is  another  view  of  the  general  ticket  sys- 
tem, calculated,  I  think,  to  make  a  deep  impression 
Upon  every  member  oi  the  Committee  who  will 
duly  consider  it.  This  system  places  it  in  the 
power  of  States  to  form  political  leagues,  and  se- 
cret combinations  with  each  other,  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  the  elevation  of  a  particular  individ- 
ual. 

The  few  politicians    into  whose  hands  the 


whole  elective  power  of  the  States  would  be 
thrown  by  the  operation  of  this  system,  would  be 
enabled  to  form  alliances^  by  which  States  might 
be  brought  to  co-operate  m  the  Presideotiai  dec* 
tion,  whose  principles  and  interests  were  whollv 
difierent.  Under  the  district  system,  snch  combi- 
nations could  not  take  place.  It  would  be  otterlf 
impracticable  for  two  hundred  and  sixty  districts, 
each  having  its  own  separate  will,  and  its  cm 
centre  of  operation,  to  be  brought  to  co-opente, 
by  all  the  powers  of  intrigue  and  cormptioQ. 

Mr.  McDoFFiE  next  invited  theattentioooftbe 
Committee  to  the  last  branch  of  the  amendment ; 
that  which  provided  that,  in  the  event  of  there 
being  no  election  at  the  first  balloting,  that  the 
names  of  the  two  highest  candidates  should  be 
sent  back  to  the  Electors.  This,  said  be,  will  al- 
most infallibly  insure  an  election  by  the  people. 
But,  I  have  heard  it  ursed  as  an  argument  igamsi 
this  part  of  the  plan  of  the  select  committee,  tbat 
the  length  of  time  which  would  elapse  beiwees 
the  appointment  of  the  Electors  and  the  secosd 
balloting,  would  give  an  opportunity  for  tamper- 
ing with  them  to  prostitute  their  votes.  As  tbi: 
is  the  onlv  areoment  which,  I  believe,  can  be  urged 
against  tnis  branch  of  the  amendment,  I  b^  the 
particular  attention  of  the  Committee,  while  1  at- 
tempt its  refutation.  The  only  fair  mode  of  rea- 
soning upon  this  subject,  is,  to  examine  the  open- 
tion  of  the  whole  scheme  proposed,  in  comptrisoa 
with  the  existing  system.  How,  then,  stands  tJK 
comparison?  As  the  Constitution  now  sundi 
the  general  ticket  system  will  universally,  or  ai 
least  generally,  prevail.  Under  that  system,  it  n 
a  notorious  fact,  that  the  Electors  are  nomiuated 
from  ten  to  eleven  months  before  their  election.  I 
appeal  to  the  honorable  members  who  represeo'* 
States  where  the  Electors  are  appointed  by  a  ges- 
eral  ticket,  to  bear  witness  to  the  fact  Thegenml 
practice  has  been  for  the  Legislatures  to  BominaK 
the  Electoral  ticket  in  December  or  January,  ao^ 
from  that  time  to  the  period  of  their  election,  io  tbe 
succeeding  November,  it  is  as  well  known  vhc 
will  be  the  Presidential  Electors,  as  if  thejr  bad 
been  actually  chosen. 

In  Virginia,  I  may  almost  say  the  Electon 
are  a  permanent  body,  as  I  understand  tbef  are 
scarcely  ever  changed;  and  we  had  recently seea 
an  Electoral  ticket  formally  announced  in  ^a^ 
Carolina  for  the  ensuing  election  in  Novembff 
Now,  what,  said  he,  will  be  the  operation  of  iat 
proposed  amendment  ?  The  district  system  wiii 
supersede  the  necessity  of  previous  nominatioB, 
and  the  time  for  tampering  with  the  filecton 
will  be  only  from  the  period  of  their  actual  elec- 
tion, to  the  period  of  their  final  vote  on  the  secoojl 
balloting.  This  will  not  be  more  than  two  moQtbs 
at  the  utmost  And  is  it  possible  that  gentlemtf 
can  overlook  the  dangers  to  which  I  have  just  ad- 
verted in  the  present  system,  and  yet  indulge  a  ^^ 
rious  apprehension,  that  two  hundred  and  siit^ 
Electors,  emanating  directly  from  the  people,  aw 
scattered  over  the  whole  Union,  will  be  liable '^ 
corruption?  Will  two  months  furnish  amp« 
opportunities  for  intrigue  than  eleven  1  It  is  ^^^ 
obvious,  that  the  danger  is  greater,  under  the  pres* 
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No  State  will  submit,  or  ought  to  submit,  to  such 
flaunt  iDJusiice.  A  conflict  is  thus  produced  in 
which  correctness  and  expediency  are  arrayed 
against  each  other.  The  district  system  is  the 
irae  system ;  that  tu  which  the  people  are  attached, 
because  it  renders  their  elective  franchise  efficient, 
and  gives  to  every  portion  of  the  State  its  legiti- 
mate influence.  But,  as  long  as  some  of  the  S  tates 
adhere  to  the  general  ticket  system,  all  the  I'est 
will  be  compelled,  in  self  defence,  to  adopt  it,  and, 
in  this  manner,  the  very  worst  plan  will  prevail, 
from  a  sort  of  State  necessity,  in  opposition  to  the 
deliberate  sentiments  of  the  community.  North 
Caroliaa  has  always  been  attached  to  the  district 
system,  but  has  finally  abandoned  it,  and  justly 
abandoned  it,  because  other  States  would  not  adopt 
it.  The  State  of  Maryland,  magnanimously  sac- 
rificiDg  her  influence  to  her  principles,  has,  up  to 
this  moment,  adhered  to  the  district  system,  and 
thus  Deutralized  her  weight  in  the  election  of  the 
President.  Her  noble  example,  so  worthy  of  im- 
itation, has  not  been  followed,  and,  if  I  were  a 
citizen  of  that  State,  I  would  no  longer  submit  to 
the  disinterested  sacrifice,  while  other  States  are 
so  little  disposed  to  appreciate  it. 

From  this  brief  view  of  the  onerations  of  the 
existing  system,  said  Mr.  McD.,  I  think  the  plan 
of  the  select  committee  will  be  exempted,  at  least, 
from  the  charge  of  innovation.  It  proposes  to 
substitote  uniformity  in  the  place  of  variety;  per- 
manence in  the  place  of  perpetual  changes;  and 
ihe  plan  evidently  intended  by  the  Convention 
for  the  chaos  of  clashing  expedients,  which  has 
spmng  up  under  the  influence  of  State  rivalry ; 
and  yet  we  are  told  of  the  danger  of  innovation, 
ftod  that  all  reverence  for  the  Constitution  will  be 
destroyed  by  changing  it !  What,  I  ask,  is  meant 
by  the  Constitution  ?  Is  it  the  parchment  upon 
which  it  was  written,  and  the  words  in  which  it 
»  expressed?  Assuredly  not.  Properly  under- 
stood, it  means  the  system  of  government  and  the 
fnpdamental  rules  by  which  it  is  organized.  In 
this  sense  of  the  term,  the  Constitution  may  now 
be  changed  every  month  in  the  year,  and  almost 
every  day  in  the  month ;  and  it  is  the  tendency  of 
the  proposed  amendment  to  prevent  these  cease- 
HS6  changes,  originating  in  the  ambitious  con- 
flicts of  contending  parties,  and  productive  of  the 
most  violeot  and  acrimonious  excitement^  that 
furnishes  one  of  its  strongest  recommendations. 
,  I  have  already  shown,  from  the  highest  author- 
ity, that  the  Convention  intended  that  the  Elect- 
ors of  the  President  should  be  cho»en  by  the  "  im- 
mediate act  of  the  people  of  America."  I  will 
iiow  attempt  to  show  that  it  was  equally  intended 
that  the  people  should  vote  by  districts.  I  believe 
1  inay  safely  assert,  that,  at  the  time  the  Consti- 
totion  was  framed,  the  general  ticket  system,  by 
which  the  whole  population  of  a  State  gives  an 
*?pegate  vote,  either  for  Representatives  or  other 
public  agents,  was  unknown  in  the  political  his- 
tory of  ttie  world.  I  call  upon  gentlemen,  if  any 
such  example  existed,  to  produce  it.  It  is  an  in- 
'eniion  of  after  times,  the  mere  offspring  of  tem- 
porary expediency,  and  never  entered  into  the  con- 
ception 01  the  Convention.    By  adverting  to  the 


proceeding  of  that  body,  it  will  be  seen  that  all 
the  propositions,  involving  a  specification  of  the 
mode  of  choosing  Electors  and  members  of  Con- 
jpress,  contained  a  provision  for  dividing  the  States 
mto  districts.  The  mode  of  choosing  was  finally 
leA  to  the  State  Legislatures,  that  they  misht  I'eg- 
ulate  the  details  of  the  election ;  but,  in  the  con- 
fidence that  they  would  adopt  the  only  plan  of 
popular  election  which  had  ever  existed.  The 
State  Legislatures  have  violated  the  confidence 
reposed  in  them,  and  it  is  certainly  time  that  the 
people  should  reclaim  their  lost  power,  and  secure 
themselves  in  its  exercise  by  a  permanent  regula- 
tion made  by  themselves,  and  not  liable  to  be  al- 
tered by  any  set  of  public  agents.  Mr>  McD.  next 
proceeded  to  examine  the  practical  operation  of 
the  general  ticket  system.  He  said  a  system  could 
not  be  devised  more  pregnant  with  danger  to  the 
very  existence  of  the  republican  form  of  our  Gk)v- 
ernment.  Reason  and  experience  concur,  said  he. 
in  demonstrating  that  where  the  whole  mass  or 
the  people  of  a  State  votes  in  common  for  the 
whole  number  of  Electors,  some  central  power  is 
necessary  to  nominate  the  Electoral  ticket ;  or,  to 
give  it  a  more  general  expression,  to  concentrate 
popular  opinion.  Disguise  it  as  we  may,  the  re- 
sult must  be  that  the  elective  power  of  the  State 
will  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  a  few  political 
manaffers.  I  do  not  mention  this  with  a  view  to 
cast  the  slightest  censure  upon  those  into  whose 
hands  this  power  may  happen  to  fall ;  but  to  ex- 
pose the  vices  of  a  system  which  makes  such  a 
dangerous  depository  of  power  inevitable.  I  ad- 
mit that,  as  long  as  the  general  ticket  system  pre- 
vails, such  a  depository,  dangerous  as  it  is,  must 
exist,  and  ou^ht  to  exist.  New  York,  being  the 
largest  State  m  the  Union,  will  furnish  the  strong- 
est illustration  of  the  subject.  That  State  is  en- 
titled to  thirty-six  Electors,  and  consists,  probably, 
of  forty  or  fifty  counties.  Admitting  that  a  vast 
majority  of  the  people  should  be  united  in  their 
preference  for  a  particular  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency, would  it  be  practicable  for  them  to  ag[ree 
upon  Electors  to  cKrry  their  will  ii^^o  effect,  with- 
out some  political  combination,  f  I  will  not  char- 
acterize it  by  the  odious  name  ot  junto.)  clothed 
with  authority  to  prescribe  the  Electoral  ticket  to 
the  people?  It  is  impossible.  Thus  the  elective 
power  would  be  nominally  restored  to  the  people, 
while,  in  point  of  fact,  it  would  be  exercised  by 
a  few  prominent  politicians,  who  might  happen 
to  have  the  ascendancy  in  the  Slate.  Admitting 
these  to  be  as  virtuous  as  any  one  may  choose  to 
suppose  them,  is  it  consistent  with  wisdom  to 
mase  a  system  universal,  which  offers  such  facil- 
ities, and  holds  out  such  temptations,  to  intrigue 
and  corruption  ?  What  would  be  the  case  pre- 
sented under  such  system  ?  The  whole  Electoral 
votes  of  the  State,  thirty-six  in  number,  and,  in 
all  probability,  absolutely  decisive  of  the  Presi* 
dential  election,  depending  upon  the  influence  of 
a  few  individuals,  perhaps  of  a  single  individual  I 
What,  in  such  a  case,  is  the  temptation  to  use 
corruption  ?  The  Presidency  itselr.  What  the 
means?  The  whole  patronage  of  the  Govern- 
ment.   What  the  security  ?    The  virtue  of  a  sin- 
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as  CoDgreFs  shall  hare  so  direct  an  agency  in  the 
election  of  the  President.    The  inevitable  result, 
which  will  consummate  the  evils  of  the  existing 
state  of  things,  if  the  election  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate be  not  removed,  both  in  theory  and  in  prac- 
tice, from  Congress,  must  be  that  the  country  will 
be  governed  by  a  succession  of  factions.    By  a 
faction,  I  mean  a  combination  of  politicians,  hab- 
itually and  systematically  acting  together,  and 
aiming  to  wield  the  Executive  Qoveroment,  not 
with  a  view  to  political  principles  or  the  interest 
of  the  people,  but  to  the  distribution  of  its  patron- 
a^.    This,  sir,  is  the  true  source  of  the  morbid 
violence  of  party  conflicts,  and  the  fluctuations  of 
national  policy — evils  peculiarl^r  to  be  deprecated 
in  a  Republic.    When  politicians  array  them- 
selves against  each  other,  not  as  the  organs  of 
their  constituents,  but  in  pursuit  of  their  own  ag- 
grandizement, they  often  find  it  necessary  to  in- 
vent sources  of  collision  where  none  really  exist. 
It  becomes  a  mere  contest  between  those  who  are 
in  and  those  who  are  out  of  power,  and  the  fact 
that  one  party  has  adopted  a  particular  course  of 
policy,  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  the  other  to  op- 
pose It.    Hence,  it  will  be  found  that  every  can- 
vass for  the  Presidency  will  involve  in  jeopardy 
the  great  institutions  of  our  national  policy.    The 
obvious,  and.  in  my  opinion,  the  only  remedy  is, 
to  take  the  election  of  President  out  of  the  hands 
of  politicians,  and  restore  it  to  the  people.    Let 
neither  the  President  be  dependent  upon  Congress, 
nor  the  Members  of  Congress  the  instruments  of 
the  President.    Destroy  the  connexion  altogether. 
No  people  on  earth  are  more  stead v  in  their  prin- 
cij^es  than  the  people  of  the  United  States.    They 
will  communicate  their  own  energy  and  steadi- 
ness to  the  Executive,  if  that  department  should 
be  made  directly  responsible  to  them.    I  am  war- 
ranted by  our  experience  in  saying  that  the  people 
have  more  spirit  to  resent  injuries,  and  more  for- 
titude to  sustain  the  burdens  and  privations  inci- 
dent to  their  defence  and  security,  than  any  com- 
bination of  politicians*    The  people  look  only  to 
the  good  of  the  country ;  politicians  look  to  their 
popularity  also ;  to  the  means  of  preserving  or  ob- 
taining[  power.    I  recollect,  with  shame,  the  de- 
gradation of  our  national  character  previous  to 
Uie  late  war,  and  with  a  just  pride  the  spirit  of  a 
brave  and  patriotic  people,  by  which  the  country 
was  reclaimed  from  its  fallen  condition.    That 
war  was  emphatically  a  war  of  the  people.   Their 
rqiresentatives  were  literally  driven  into  it,  many 
of^.tbem  with  fear  and  trembling. 

I  will  now  proceed^  said  Mr.  McD.,  to  a  very 
delicate  part  of  this  investigation,  that  which  re- 
lates to  tne  compromise  between  the  large  and  the 
small  States,  involved  in  the  proposition.  As  this 
will  probably  have  as  much  influence  upon  the 
fate  of  the  amendment  as  its  own  intrinsic  merits, 
I  beff  the  particular  attention  of  the  Committee, 
while  I  attempt  to  show  that  the  mutual  conces- 
sions provided  are  so  obviously  just  that  it  is  the 
interest  both  of  the  large  and  small  States  to  make 
them.  The  division  of  the  lareer  States  into  dis- 
tricts will  prevent  them  from  turowiag  their  un- 
broken and  consolidated  vote  into  the  Presidential 


contest,  and  from  forming  political  cotnbinatioBs 
in  reference  to  that  object ;  and  this  is  the  equiTa- 
lent  which  they  give  the  small  States  for  the  sur- 
render of  the  equal  sufirage  to  which  tbey  arenow 
entitled  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the 
contingency  of  the  election  devolving  upon  that 
body.  The  powers  thus  mutually  sorrendered, 
both  by  the  large  and  the  small  States,  mre  powers 
in  my  opinion  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  fiindt- 
mental  principles  of  a  republican  €k»vernmenL  I 
have  already  shown  that  the  general  ticket  system 
would  transfer  the  elective  power  from  the  people 
into  the  hands  of  a  few,  and  that  it  opens  the 
door  for  corrupt  combinations,  by  which  an  actire 
and  organized  minority  might  govern  the  Unioo. 
I  shall  now  endeavor  to  show  that  the  contingeai 

Sower  of  the  small  States  proposed  to  be  sorrea- 
ered  is  even  more  dangerous ;  and  tb«t^  upon  the 
pinciples  of  popular  sovereignty,  it  is  abmlatdf 
indefensible.  Upon  what  principle  can  a  citizen 
of  Delaware  claim  to  exercise  thirtyHsix  times  as 
much  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  country  as  a  citi- 
zen of  New  York  ?  Is  there  a  semblance  of  jus* 
tice,  or  even  a  plausible  ground  of  expediency,  bf 
which  such  a  claim  can  be  sustained?  Have  ti» 
people  of  the  small  States  any  interest  in  the  ei- 
ercise  of  such  a  dangerous  power?  Let  it  be  re- 
membered that  the  people  do  not  exercise  the 
power  themselves,  but  that  their  repreBentative, 
whoever  he  may  happen  to  be,  will  wield  ooe 
twenty-fourth  part  of  the  dective  power  of  Ok 
country.  Can  it  be  conceived  that  the  people  ot* 
a  small  Slate  are  ever  desirous  of  placing  such  a 
fearful  power  in  the  hands  of  a  single  man,  wbea 
it  can  have  no  other  efifect  than  to  defeat  the  will 
of  the  majority  of  the  people  ?  Thefe  is  no  polit- 
ical principle  more  universally  admitted  in  this 
country  than  the  right  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  to  govern.  Il  is  the  very  essence  of  a  Re- 
public. The  only  security  we  can  have  for  tJie 
virtue  and  iateliigeace  ot  public  agents  h,  that 
they  are  the  choice  of  the  majority ;  and,  most  as- 
suredly, this  is  the  only  means  of  aecutiog  to  tbe 
Qovernmeat  the  confidence  of  the  pe^e.  And 
have  not  the  small  States  the  same  interest  witk 
the  Ivrge  States,  that  the  Executive  Govcmmeat 
should  be  administered  by  virtue  and  intelligeoce, 
and  sustained  by  the  confidence  of  the  people  ? 
In  such  a  question  the  citizen  of  Delaware  has 
the  same  interest  with  the  citizen  of  Penasjl- 
vania.  The  interposition  of  an  imaginary  iioe 
can  make  none  but  an  imaginary  difference  be- 
tween them. 

A  combination  of  small  States,  containing  oalf 
one-fiflh  part  of  the  population  of  the  uoios, 
might,  under  the  present  system,  elect  the  Presi- 
dent. Such  an  event  is  not  only  possible,  but 
probable*  Indeed,  it  is  a  rational  presumption, 
that  the  minority  will  generally  prevail,  when  the 
election  shall  be  made  by  the  House  of  Represes- 
tatives.  Sir,  no  event  could  occur,  more  to  be 
deprecated.  The  man  who  is  ejected  by  such  a 
combination  of  small  States,  if  he  had  the  puritT 
of  an  angel,  coold  not  command  the  confidence  oi 
the  people.  A  single  Representative  is  more  easiif 
secured  by  political  exjKCtatioos,  or  corrupt  bar- 
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galas,  than  thirty-six.  Ambition  would  be  tempt- 
!>d,  therefore,  to  bring  all  the  arts  of  intrigue  to 
operate  upon  the  Representatives  of  the  smaller 
States.  And  how  would  the  people  reason  upon 
:he  subject?  They  would  see  the  power  of  the 
country  thrown  into  the  hands  of  a  minority  by 
the  votes  of  a  few  individuals,  exposed  to  the 
highest  human  temptation.  To  say  nothing  of 
he  actual  danger  of  corruption  in  such  a  state  of 
ibiogs,  it  is  sumcient  to  say,  that  the  people  would 
Tcnerallv  suspect  it.  It  would  excite  a  deep  and 
jangerous  distrust,  calculated  to  alienate  their 
iffectioos  from  the  system  itself.  I  cannot  con- 
:eiFe  a  situation  involving  a  more  painful  and 
embarrassing  responsibility  than  that  of  the  Rep- 
eseatative  of  a  small  State,  under  such  circum- 
tances.  No  degree  of  virtue  eould  shield  him 
Vom  the  imputations  acainst  his  political  integ- 
Ity.  And  whatwouldhe  the  predicament  of  an 
\.dministration,  elevated  to  power, by  a  minority, 
inder  suspicioi^  of  corrupt  influence,  and,  as  a 
latural  consequence,  opposed  by  the  popular  branch 
)f  the  National  Legislature  ?  A  scene  of  distrac- 
ion  would  be  presented,  which  would  be  little 
tetter  than  anarchy. 

Sir,  the  people  of  this  country  will  never  sub- 
Qit  to  be  governed  by  a  minority.    If  we  do  not 
imend  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  prevent  that  car 
amity,  they  will  change  it,  and  ought  to  change 
t,  io  practice.     It  is  my  firm  belief,  that,  if  we  do 
lot  adopt  an  amendment  similar  to  the  one  pro- 
>osed,  a  Convention  of  Delegates  will  be  regularly 
ippointed  by  the  people,  to  nominate  a  President, 
ind  that  their  nommation  will  be  regarded  as 
conclusive.     What,  then,  will  the  small  States 
^in  by  pertinaciously  refusing  to  concur  in  the 
imendment?      They  will  retain  a  contingent 
)onrer,  whicli  the  large  States  will  never  permit 
hem  to  exercise.    This  is  not  all.     The  large 
States,  bv  being  driven  into  combinations  against 
he  small.  wiU  not  only  govern  them,  but  govern 
hem  with  the  feelings  of  an  adversary  party.    A 
lotion  seems  to  prevail  with  some,  that,  if  this 
mendment  is  adopted,  the  small  States  will  be 
table  to  be  oppressed  by  the  large  States.    There 
ever  was  a  more  unfounded  apprehenaion.    The 
mail  Slates  are  the  favorites  ot  the  Constitution, 
nd,  even  under  the  proposed  amendment,  would 
e  eminently  so.    A  verv  sdight  examination  will 
3ake  this  apparent.    Tnere  are  seven  States  in 
he  Union,  wnich,  toffether,  contain  a  population 
mailer  than  that  of  North  Carolina.     What  is 
beir  relative  power?    They  have  fourteen  votes 
a  the  Senate,  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Lesis- 
iture,  while  North  Carolina  has  but  two!    This, 
00,  is  a  power  of  which  they  can  never  be  de- 
•rived.    And  yet  we  are  told  that  the  small  States 
re  in  danger  of  oppression !    Their  rights  and 
nterests  can  only  be  infringed  by  law ;  and  their 
^ceodency  in  the  Senate,  is  animpMsible  barrier 
igainst  any  such  danger.    In  point  of  fact,  the 
mall  States  are  so  distributed  among  the  large, 
ind  their  interests  so  variously  blended,  that  there 
:an  be  no  inducement  to  oppress  tbem.    But  even 
f  the  seven  States  before  mentioned  lay  adjaceat 
0  each  other,  and  constituted  a  senate  local  di- 


vision of  the  country^  having  interests  different 
from  the  rest  of  the  Union,  would  these  interests 
be  less  amply  secured  by  their  subdivision  into 
small  States?  Would  they  consent  to  be  consol- 
idated into  one  ?  Most  undoubtedly  they,  would 
not.  And  even  in  the  Presidential  election  itself, 
they  have  a  decided  advantage  over  the  large 
States.  Theseven  States  to  which  I  have  allud(^, 
are  entitled  to  twenty-six  electoral  vote',  while 
North  Carolina,  with  a  larger  population,  is  enti- 
tled to  fifteen  only.  States,  having  a  single 
Representative^  are  entitled  to  three  Electors  for 
a  population  of  forty  thousand  ;  whereas  the  large 
States  are  entitled  to  but  little  more  than  one 
Elector  for  the  same  population. 

There  is  one  general  remark,  said  Mr.  McD., 
applicable  to  the  powers  which  both  the  lar^eand 
the  small  States  surrender  by  the  provisions  of 
this  amendment.  They  are  not  only  powers  pe- 
culiarly liable  to  be  abused,  and,  therefore,  incon- 
sistent with  the  purity  of  the  Government;  but 
they  are  powers  in  which  the  people  of  those 
States  have  no  sort  of  interest,  however  profitable 
they  may  be  to  their  politicians.  What  benefit 
can  the  people  of  a  lar^e  State  derive  from  con- 
centrating their  whole  elective  power  in  a  few 
hands,  or  of  a  small  State,  from  exercising,  through 
a  single  Representative,  a  disproportionate  share 
of  the  elective  power  ?  In  eitner  case,  a  few  pol- 
iticians may  derive  an  advantage  from  having  it 
in  their  power  to  secure  such  a  distribution  of  the 
Executive  patronage,  as  they  may  desire ;  but  the 
people  will  derive  no  solitary  advantage,  unless 
exposing  their  public  men  to  unusual  temptations, 
can  be  so  considered. 

This,  sir,  (said  Mr.  McD.)  is  really  a  contest 
between  the  interests  of  the  people  and  the  inter- 
ests of  politicians,  and  I  am  gratified  to  perceive 
so  general  a  disposition,  both  among  the  members 
from  the  large  and  small  States,  magnanimously 
to  surrender  up  the  powers  in  question,  as  a  sacri- 
fice to  the  purity  of  the  Government  and  the  har- 
mony of  the  Union.  I  confess,  sir,  I  feel  an  un- 
common solicitude  upon  this  subject,  mofe  than  I 
have  ever  felt  on  any  other,  since  I  have  directed 
my  attention  to  public  affairs*  I  believe  an  expec- 
tation was  very  generally  indulged,  previous  to 
the  meeting  of  this  Congress,  that  our  deliberations 
would  be  distracted  by  discussions  having  refer- 
ence to  objects  of  a  personal  nature,  and  which 
would  neither  reflect  credit  upon  us  nor  confer  any 
benefit  upon  the  country.  Let  us  disappoint  t^ese 
expectations.  Let  us  evince  our  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  the  country,  by  establishing,  upon  an 
immutable  foundation,  those  great  principles  of 
Constitutional  freedom,  which  will  secure  to  us 
the  fi^ratitude  of  future  generations.  For  myself, 
sir,  I  can  say,  in  a  spirit  as  sincere  as  it  is  unam- 
bitious, that  I  would  rather  go  down  to  posterit^r 
even  as  an  humble  instrument  in  effecting  this 

f;reat  Constitutional  reform,  than  to  receive  all  the 
iving  honors  this  Government  can  confer. 
When  Mr.  McDuffie  had  concluded — 
The  Comtnittee  rose,  and  the  House  adjoumed 
to  Monday. . 
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Monday,  January  19. 

Mr.  Call  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  the  coast  of  Florida,  praying  that  the 
port  of  Fernandina,  in  Amelia  Island,  may  be  es- 
tablished as  a  port  of  entry. 

Mr.  Call  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  in- 
habitants of  East  Florida,  praying  for  the  passage 
of  a  law  excluding  foreign  wreckers  from  the 
coast  of  Florida,  and  to  designate  some  particular 
port  to  which  wreclced  property  shall  be  carried. 

The  petition  and  memorial  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by 
Thomas  Sewall,  John  N.  Moulder,  fi.  B.  Cald- 
wdl,  Samuel  N.  Smallwood,  and  Andrew  Way, 
jr.,  a  committee  appointed  at  a  numerous  meet- 
ing of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington, 
on  behalf  of  said  inhabitants,  praying  Congress  to 
take  measures  to  assure  the  people  of  Greece  of 
the  deep  interest  felt  by  the  people  of  this  country 
in  the  contest  which  they  are  now  carrying  on 
a^inst  the  Turkish  Government  for  their  eman- 
cipation and  freedom,  and  of  the  sincere  good 
wishes  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  ultimate  success  and  triumph  of  their  cause; 
which  memorial  was  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  ciiy  of  Philadelphia,  praying, 
respectively,  that  additional  duties  may  be  im- 
posed on  iron  and  iron  castings,  hereafter  im- 
ported into  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Whitman  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
manufacturers,  mechanics,  and  friends  of  national 
industry,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
praying  "  that  Congress  would  revise  and  in- 
crease the  tariff  of  duties,  by  such  additional  duty 
on  woollens,  fine  cottons,  and  iron,  and  such  duty 
on  auction  sales  as  will  encourage  the  manufac- 
turer, and  protect  him  from  the  greatest  evil,  the 
art  and  designs  of  rivals  abroad.'*^ 

Mr.  Marvin  presented  a  memorial  of  dele^tes 
from  most  of  the  counties  in  the  State  of  New 
York  (especially  deputed  at  large  county  meet- 
ings composed  of  all  classes  of  citizens)  convened 
at  the  Capitol,  in  the  city  of  Albany,  in  the  State 
of  New  Yorkj  pray  ins,  generally,  tnat  more  effi- 
cient protection  may  be  afforded  to  the  manufac- 
turing interest  of  the  country ;  and  specifically 
*'  that  a  duty  may  be  laid  upon  the  importation 
of  any  woollen  or  cotton  goods,  upon  the  export 
of.  which  to  this  country  a  protecting  duty  shall 
be  paid  by  any  foreign  Grovernmeot,  to  twice  the 
amount  of  such  protection ;''  which  memorial 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ci^ssEnr  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
aliens,  residing  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  pray- 
ing that  the  laws  upon  the  subject  of  naturaliza- 
tion may  be  revised  and  amended,  so  as  to  afford 
greater  facilities  to  foreigners  wishing  to  become 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  pray- 
ing for  the  aid  of  Congress  in  openiD^  a  canal 
navigation  between  the  waters  of  the  nver  Wa« 


bash  and  the  waters  of  Lake  Brie ;  which  memo- 
rial was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to  aDthor- 
ize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  open  a  canal  throogb 
the  public  lands,  and  to  connect  the  navigation  of 
the  rivers  Wabash  and  the  Miami  of  Lake  £rie. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  a  petition  of  inbabituts 
residing  north  of  Red  river,  in  the  State  of  Loois- 
iana,  praying  for  an  alteration  in  the  mode  at 
present  pursued  in  surveying  the  pablic  lands  ia 
that  State,  and  that  the  plan  adopted  in  the  State  of 
Illinois  may  be  adopted;  also,  that  the  right  of 
pre-emption  may  be  extended  to  settlers  on  puUie 
lands  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Owen  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Geae 
ral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying 
that  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of 
the  lands  upon  which  the  seals  of  justice  of  the 
counties  of  Bibb,  Henry,  and  Pike,  hare  beenlo- 
lated,  may  be  extended  to  said  State,  as  also  that 
the  right  of  pre-emption  may  be  granted  io  ihe 
purchase  of  certain  lands,  the  proceeds  of  the  sak 
of  which  to  be  applied  to  the  erection  of  coaotj 
buildings  in  certain  other  counties  in  said  State, 
where  the  lands  most  eligible  for  county  seau 
have  been  sold  to  individuals. 

Mr.  Call  presented  a  memorial  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  village  of  Fernandina,  in  East  Flori- 
da, praying  that  certain  public  lots  in  said  villag; 
may  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

The  said  petitions  and  memorials  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  bj a 
communication  from  the  Director  oi  the  Mint. 
giving  the  result  of  the  assays  of  certain  foreiga 
coins,  during  the  last  year,  made  in  pursuance  of 
law )  which  report  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Floyd,  from  the  committee  appointed  cm 
the  subject,  reported,  in  part^  a  bill  to  aathorize 
the  occupation  of  the  Columbia  or  Oregon  rim; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning 
inralid  pensioners,"  was  read  the  third  time,  ani 
passed. 

Mr.  Tod  submitted  to  the  House  a  comparatire 
statement  of  the  tariff  duties  as  at  present  im- 
posed on  certain  articles  of  foreign  merchandise, 
upon  their  importation  into  the  United  States, 
and  as  proposed  to  be  imposed  on  the  same  arth 
cles  by  the  bill  now  before  this  House  to  amend 
the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports; 
which  statement  was  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Uoion- 

TH£  GRBEK  CAUSE. 

The  Hooae  then  went  into  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  Chair,  on  theresolo- 
tton  some  time  since  offered  by  Mr.  WebstsS) 
which  is  in  the  words  following: 

^Resohfedj  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  1^ 
law  for  defraytfif  the  expense  incMent  to  theappomt- 
ment  of  an  Agent  or  CommiMioAtr  to  Oraaoe,  wbta- 
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•▼ertbe  Pretident  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  make 
loeh  appointment." 
The  resolution  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Webster  rose  and  said,  that  he  was  afraid 
that,  so  far  as  his  part  was  concerned,  the  excited 
expectations  of  the  public  mind,  on  the  present 
occasion,  would  be  disappointed.    It  was  difficult 
OD  aoy  occasion  that  called  the  attention  to  a  spot 
on  the  globe  connected  with  such  associations  and 
recollections  as  Greece,  to  avoid  some  degree  of 
warmth  and  enthusiasm.    Yet^  he  was  entirely 
sensible  that,  in  eravely  legislating  on  the  present 
subject,  those  leelings  must  be  chastised.    He 
should  endeavor,  in  what  he  had  to  offer  to  the 
House,  to  repress  such  feelings  as  far  as  it  was 
practicable;  yet,  if  we  would  wholly  escape  from 
them,  we  must  fly  beyond  the  limits  of  the  civi- 
lized world;  we  most  go  beyond  the  limits  of 
social  order,  the  bounds  where  laws  and  knowledge 
are  foand ;  nay,  we  must  leave  this  Hall,  before 
we  can  turn  away  from  the  memorials  of  ancient 
Greeee.'    What,  he  asked,  is  this  popular  assem- 
bly? what  this  free  discussion  of  public  measures? 
what  this  open,  unreserved  action  of  mind  upon 
mind  ?  what  that  popular  eloquence  which,  if  it 
were  now  present,  would,  on  such  a  theme,  shake 
this  Hall  to  its  centre  1  what  are  these  but  such 
memorials?    This  magnificent  edifice,  these  col- 
umns, with  their  stately  proportions,  this  fine 
architectare  by  which  we  are  surrounded,  what 
are  these  but  so  many  witnesses  of  what  Greece 
once  was,  and  what  she  has  taught  us  to  be? 
Yet  sir,  said  Mr*  W.,  I  have  not  introduced  the 
resolution,  now  on  your  table,  with  any  view  to- 
wards repay  in|r  aught  of  the  debt,  which  we,  in 
common  with  the  civilized  world,  owe  to  that 
land  of  science,  freedom,  arts,  and  arms.    It  is  a 
debt  that  never  can  te  paid.    Whatever  may  be 
our  feelings  of  gratitude  for  these  gifts,  we  are 
constrained  to  act  with  a  view  alone  to  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  World,  and  of  our  relations  to  it. 
What  I  propose,  and  what  I  shall  say,  has  refer- 
ence to  modern,  not  to  ancient  Greece — to  the 
living,  not  to  the  dead. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  it  is  a  very  easy  thing  to 
run  over  common  places  on  the  subject  of  this 
resolution;  to  call  it  a  visionarv  and  duixotic 
measure,  and  to  urge  the  good  old  maxim  of  its 
being  the  soundest  policy  for  each  one  to  take 
care  of  his  own  concerns.  That  maxim,  sir,  is 
very  true,  but  very  inapplicable  to  the  present 
occasion.  The  question  which  is  now  to  be  dis- 
cussed is  the  American  question  in  relation  to  this 
affair — What  is  it  best  for  us  to  do  ia  the  present 
aspect  of  things  respecting  Greece?  And  surely, 
sir,  this  is  a  question  that  comprehends  something 
more  than  a  mere  pecuniary  calculation.  When- 
ever my  mind  turns  to  that  question,  I  cannot 
forget  the  age  I  live  in,  as  well  as  the  peculiar 
position  of  our  own  country. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  Mr.  W.  said,  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  discharge  of  the  high  duties 
of  his  station,  deemed  it  incumbent  upon  him  to 
introduce  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the 
National  Legislature ;  and,  in  bis  communication, 


he  had  expressed  an  opinion  that  there  was  reason 
to  hope  that  the  Greeks  would  be  successful  in  the 
present  struggle  with  their  oppressors,  and  that 
the  power  that  has  so  long  crusned  them  had  lost 
its.  dominion  over  them  forever.  The  same  com- 
munication contained  other  mattei^  of  great  im- 
portance, in  relaitioD  to  a  rumored  combination  of 
foreign  Sovereigns  to  interfere  in  the  concerns  of 
South  America.  Under  these  circumstances,  said 
Mr.  W.,  I  thought  it  was  proper  and  becoming 
that  that  communication  should  receive  a  response 
from  this  House.  I  am  aware  that  the  practice 
of  a  ffeneral  answer  from  the  Legislature  to  the 
annual  Message  or  Speech  of  the  President,  has, 
for  more  than  twenty  years  past,  been  disused; 
nor  do  I  complain  of  such  disuse;  but  I  am  also 
of  opinion  that  the  practice  was  not  without  its 
positive  advantages.  It  is  my  conviction,  that,  ia 
any  Grovernment,  which  contains  a  popular  branch, 
it  IS  the  duty  of  that  popular  portion  of  the  Gov- 
ernment as  much  to  express  its  opinions,  as  to 
pass  the  necessary  laws.  I  introduce  the  present  * 
resolution,  under  this  conviction,  as  well  as  that 
I  might  have  an  opportunity  to  give  my  vote, 
directly,  on  one  of  the  subjectn  adverted  to  by  the 
Executive;  and  I  still  think  that  if  it  was  proper 
in  the  President  to  advert  to  these  subjects,  it  is 
equally  proper  in  us  to  take  notice  of  what  he  has 
addressed  to  us  respecting  them. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  should  endeavor,  however,  to 
avoid  the  resplousibility  of  any  effort  to  change 
the  policy  of  this  Government  towards  foreign 
nations.  He  approved  of  the  policy  at  present 
pursued;  he  was  satisfied,  in  this  respect,  with 
our  present  condition.  The  policy  of  this  Gov- 
ernment is  peace,  for  peace  is  to  us  the  greatest 
source  of  national  increase  and  aggrandizement. 
The  most  sanguine  projector  cannot  furnish  more 
brilliant  or  exalted  prospects  than  those  which 
must  be  realized  by  tnese  States  if  they  can  pre- 
serve their  pacific  relations  towards  the  rest  of  the 
world.  Time,  peace,  industry,  and  the  arts,  are 
raising  this  Government  by  a  certain  and  irresis- 
tible progress.  It  is  our  true  policy,  Mr.  W.  said, 
to  grow,  not  to  acquire ;  we  are  to  attain  to  great- 
ness by  internal  development,  not  by  external 
accretion — and  he  shoula  be  the  last  to  turn  aside 
the  wise  policy  of  the  countr]|r  from  its  wonted 
and  proper  channel.  But,  said  he,  that  policy, 
while  it  is  pacific,  should  at  the  same  time  be 
liberal ;  he  spoke  now  in  relation  to  those  great 
questions  which  are  at  this  hour  agitating  Europe 
and  the  world — questions  which  are  concerned 
wherever  a  nation  attempts  to  obtain  its  freedom — 
the  question,  in  a  word,  between  re^^lated  and 
unreguktted  power.  Wherever  it  m  disputed, 
whether  a  nation  shall  or'  shall  not  possess  a  con- 
stitution, our  side  of  that  question  ought  to  be 
known  and  declared ;  we  are  bound  to  bring,  in 
aid  of  its  decision,  that  moral  force  which  must 
ever  reside  in  the  opinion  of  a  free  and  an  intelli- 
gent nation.  He  had  said  that  the  policy  of  this 
Uovernment  was  a  pacific  but  a  liberal  policy ; 
he  should  endeavor  to  show  that  in  both  oJf  these 
chiiracters  it  sanctioned  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution now  on  the  table. 
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Tbe  age,  said  he,  is  a  peculiar  one — it-  has  a 
marked  and  striking  character,  and  the  position 
and  circumstances  of  our  country  are  no  less  so. 
Had  we  enjoyed  the  option,  in  which  period  of 
the  world's  history,  as  thus  far  disclosed,  our  per- 
sonal lot  should  be  cast,  none  of  us,  surely,  would 
wish  to  have  been  born  in  any  other  time,  or  in 
any  other  country.  There  has  occurred  no  age 
that  may  be  compared  with  the  present,  whether 
in  the  interest  excited  by  what  now  is,  or  the  pros- 
pects it  holds  out  as  to  what  shall  be.  The  atti- 
tude of  the  United  States,  meanwhile,  is  solemn 
and  impFessiveJ  Ours  is  now  the  great  Republic 
of  the  earth;  its  free  institutions  are  matured  by 
the  experiment  of  half  a  century ;  nay,  as  a  free 
Government,  it  goes  farther  back — the  benefits  of 
a  free  Constitution  have  Tirtually  been  enjoyed 
here  for  two  centuries.  As  a  free  Crovernmeni, 
as  the  freest  Government,  its  growth  and  strength 
compel  it,  willing  or  unwilling)  to  stand  forth  to 
the  contemplation  of  the  world,  We  cannot  ob- 
scure ourselves,  if  we  would  ;  a  part  we  must  take, 
honorable  or  oishonorable,  in  all  that  is  done  in 
the  civilized  world.  Now,  it  will  not  be  denied, 
that,  within  tbe  last  ten  years,  there  has  been  agi- 
tated, in  that  world,  a  question  of  vast  moment — 
a  question  pregnant  with  consequences  favorable 
or  unfavorable  to  the  prevalence,  nay,  to  the  verr 
existence,  of  civil  liberty.  It  is  a  question  which 
comes  home  to  us.  It  calls  on  us  for  the  expres- 
sion of  our  opinion  oa  the  great  question  now  be- 
fore us.  Assuredly,  if  there  is  any  general  ten- 
dency in  the  minds  and  afiairs  of  men,  which  may 
be  said  to  characterize  the  present  ake,  it  is  the 
tendency  to  limited  Governments.  The  enlight- 
ened part  of  mankind  have  very  distinctly  evinced 
a  desire  to  take  a  share,  at  least,  in  the  govern- 
ment of  themselves.  The  men  of  this  age  will 
not  be  satisfied  even  with  kind  masters.  They 
have  shown,  (except  where  force  has  been  inter- 
posed to  crush  them,}  that  they  will  not  be  con- 
tented without  a  participation  in  tbe  Grovernment. 
This  is  so  strongly  marked  a  feature  in  the  social 
condition  of  this  age,  that  it  can  have  escaped  the 
observation  of  none  to  whom  I  address  myself.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  while  this  is  the  prevailing 
spirit,  there  is  ^n  antagonist  principle  also  at  work. 
This,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  a  state  ofthings  in  which 
we,  as  a  nation,  have,  we  must  have,  an  interest. 
The  doctrines  advanced  (and  which  are  promptly 
supported  br  a  great  force)  go  4o  prostrate  the 
liberties  of  the  entire  civilised  world^  whether  ex- 
isting under  an  absolute,  a  monarchical,  or  a  re- 
publican form  of  government.  T  bey  are  doctrines 
which  have  been  conceived  with  great  sagacity, 
they  are  pursued  with  unbroken  perseverance,  and 
they  bring  to  their  support  a  million  and  a  half 
of  bayonets. 

And,  here,  said  Mr.  W.,  let  xae  not  be  misunder- 
stood, 1  am  not  about  to  declaim  against  crowned 
heads,  nor  enter  on  a  tirade  against  other  forms 
of  government,  but  I  ask  that  the  declarations  of 
the  Congress  of  European  Sovereigns,  which  is 
promulgated  as  that  which  is  to  form  a  part  of 
the  public  law  of  civilized  £urope,  may  be  sub- 
jected to  a  close  examination. 


I     The  entire  overthrow  of  the  late  French  Rn- 
peror,  left  the  European  world  in  a  state  of  very 
strong  excitement.    In  September,  1815,  the  Sot- 
ereigns,  who  had,  by  their  united  exertions,  suc- 
ceeded in  puttine  down  the  French  power,  eotered 
into,  and  published  to  the  world,  an  instnimeoi 
of  agreement,  which  has  since  been  familiarir 
known  by  the  title  of  the  "  Holy  Alliance."   Thb 
paper,  which  appeared  immediately  od  tbe  reston- 
tion  of  the  Bourbons,  had  its  origin  with  the  Ctb- 
inet  of  Russia.    Its  appearance  excited,  at  fim. 
but  little  comparative  interest.    It  was  regarded 
as  little  more  than  a  devout  expression  of  gratiio^ 
for  the  success  which  had  attended  their  untM 
exertions  in  bringinff  the  long  war  of  Europe  to  a 
conclusion.    It  professed  to  be  nothing  more  ibit 
a  declaration,  that  the  sovereigns,  who  joined  in  il 
would,  in  future,  conduct  their  respective  Gorers- 
ments  on  principles  of  the  public  good,  and  with  i 
sacred  regard  to  tbe  Christian  religion.    Soclii 
combination  was  certainly  novel.    Nothing  hkei: 
had  ever  before  been  published  by  kings.  Yet^uode 
the  view  of  it  which  he  had  just  expressed,  it  at- 
tracted no  very  great  sliare  of  attention.  On  the  fm 
of  it,  there  seemed  nothing  to  object  to.    All  tbi 
was  strange  about  the  transaction  was,  that  iDofi* 
archs,  who  professed  Christianity  and  civilizatks. 
should  stipulate  to  do  what,  without  any  soci 
stipulation,  it  was  their  acknowledged  duty  to  do: 
the  contract  bound  them  to  nothing  to  which  tbef 
were  not  morally  bound  already.    What  was  t^ 
amount  of  the  contract?    That  they  would  d£- 
yiolate  Christianity,  nor  disturb  the  peace  of  & 
rope.    At  best,  such  a  contract  was  superero^ion 
It  was  remarkable,  that  a  celebrated  writer  « 
treaties,  when  defining  what  a  treaty  is,  suppcsei 
as  possible,  such  a  case  as  has  occurred,  and  ce^ 
tainly  spoke  very  dLsrespeetfully  of  such  a  trett^ 
as  the  Holy  Alliance  actually  was.    His  worfr 
Mr.  W.  quoted  as  follows : 

*'  It  aeemi  oseieas  to  frame  any  pacts  or  letpes 
barely  for  the  defence  and  rapport  of  onitertsl  pescr 
lor,  by  such  a  league  nothing  is  superadded  to  Um  e^ 
ligation  of  natural  law,  and  no  agreameot  ii  made  » 
the  performance  of  any  thing,  which  the  parties  wtn 
not  previoosly  bound  to  perform,  nor  is  the  ongiott 
obligation  rendered  firmer  or  stronger  by  sQch  an  til- 
dition.  Men  of  any  tolerable  culture  and  civilizitiot- 
might  well  be  aahamed  of  entering  into  any  soch  csa- 
pact,  the  conditions  of  which  imply  only  that  the  par- 
ties concerned  shall  not  offend  in  any  clear  poiot  o* 
doty.  Bemdes,  we  should  be  guilty  of  great  irre^reoce 
towards  God,  should  we  ^oppoee  that  his  iDJuDCt»fi$ 
had  not  already  laid  a  sufficient  obligation  upon  m  ^ 
act  justly,  uoloaa  we  ourMtvea  voluntarily  ooosefitod 
to  the  aaane  engagement ;  as  if  our  obligation  ts  obcf 
his  will,  depended  upon  our  own  pleasure. 

**  If  one  engage  to  serve  another,  be  doth  not  tec  i: 
down  espresaly  and  particularly  among  the  teroM  asb 
oonditiona  of  tlie  bargain,  that  he  will  not  betnj  s^ 
murder  him,  nor  pillage  nor  burn  his  house.  F<ir  tk« 
same  reason,  that  would  be  a  dishonorable  engafsa^^^ 
in  which  men  aheuld  bind  themseWee  to  act  P'<^P^ 
and  decently,  and  not  break  the  peace.*' — Pujftn^- 

Such  were  the  sentiments  of  this  eminent  wnier- 
How  nearly  he  had  anticipated  the  case  of  the 
Holy  Alliance,  Mr.  W.  said,  would  appear  tjoa 
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com  pari  Off  with  what  be  then  wrote,  the  preamble 
to  that  alliance,  which  Mr.  W.  read,  in  the  follow- 
ing 'words : 

'*  In  the  name  of  the  most  Holy  and  Indivisible 
Trinity,  their  Mejestiee.  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the 
Kin|^  of  Prussia,  and  the  Emperor  of  Rassis, — sol- 
emnly declare,  that  the  present  act  has  no  other  object 
than  to  pnbliab,  in  the  fece  of  the  whole  world,  their 
fixed  resolution,  both  in  the  administration  of  their  re- 
snecti^e  States,  and  in  their  political  relations  with 
every  other  Government,  to  take  tor  their  sole  guide 
the  precepts  of  that  holy  religion,  namely,  the  precepts 
of  jostiee,  Christian  charity,  and  peace,  which,  far 
from  being  applicable  only  to  private  concerns,  must 
have  an  immediate  influence  on  the  councils  of  princes,' 
and  guide  all  their  steps,  as  being  the  only  means  of 
consolidating  human  institutions,  and  remedying  their 
imperlections." 

This  measure,  Mr.  W.  went  on  to  say,  was  no 
otherwise  important  than  that  it  was  the  first  of 
a  series,  and  that  it  was  followed  up  by  measures 
of  the  most  important  kind.  In  this  point  of  view, 
it  was  worthy  of  the  most  mature  consideration. 
It  contained  two  principles,  which  were  now  de- 
clared to  form  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  world,  the 
enforcement  of  which  was  threatened  by  a  million 
and  a  half  of  bayonets.  The  first  of  these  is,  that 
all  constitutional  rights  come  from  the  Crown. 
*'  All  useful  and  necessary  changes  (says  the  Lay- 
*  bach  Circular,  of  May,  1821}  ought  only  to  em- 
^  anate  from  the  free  will  and  intelligent  convic- 
'  tion  of  those  whom  Glod  has  rendered  responsible 
'  for  power."  This  principle,  Mr.  W.  said,  car- 
ried Europe  back  at  one  remove,  to  the  middle  of 
the  dark  ages.  This  was  the  form  under  which 
our  sturdy  ancestors  obtained  Magua  Charta, 
which  was  given  as  a  concession  from  the  Sove- 
reign. But,  in  a  later  age,  in  the  revolution 
which  introduced  the  family  of  Orange,  the  Brit- 
ish nation  had  grown  wiser — ^those  things  which 
at  Runnymede  were  given  as  grants  by  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  were  afterwards  formally  and  explicitly 
demanded  and  insisted  on,  as  rights  of  the  nation. 
They  had  been  assented  to  as  such,  and  on  this 
basis  the  English  Constitution  rests  at  this  hour. 
For  this  reason  it  was,  that  Britain,  when  she  re- 
fused to  unite  in  the  principles  of  the  Holy  Alli- 
ance, declared  those  princifUes  to  be  subversive  of 
the  principles  of  the  English  Constitution. 

What,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  the  nature  of  that  alli- 
ance ?  Alliances  between  nations  for  the  purpose 
of  mutual  advantage  or  defence,  had  been  often 
heard  of,  but  an  alliance  such  as  that  at  Lay- 
bach  had  never  dared  to  be  declared  to  the  world. 
Was  this  an  alliance  of  nation  with  nation  ?  No, 
Mr.  W.  said,  it  was  an  alliance  of  crowns  against 
the  people;  of  sovereigns  against  their  own  sub- 
jects; it  was,  in  a  word,  the  union  of  the  physical 
force  of  all  Governments  against  the  rights  of  the 
people  in  all  countries.  What  was  the  natural 
tendency  of  such  an  alliance  1  It  was  to  put  an 
end  to  all  nations,  as  such.  Extend  the  principles 
of  that  alliance,  and  the  nations  are  no  more- 
there  are  only  Kings.  It  divided  society  horizon- 
tally, ^if  such  a  figure  was  allowed  to  him,)  and 
left  all  the  sovereigns  above,  and  all  the  people 
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below ;  it  set  up  the  one  above  all  rule  or  restraint, 
and  put  down  the  other  to  be  trampled  beneath 
their  feet.  Not  satisfied  with  demanding  from 
the  subject  allegiance  to  his  own  master,  it  exacted 
a  double,  a  triple,  a  quadruple,  and  he  believed, 
indeed,  a  quintuple  allegiance.  According  to  its 
principle,  all  people  owe  allegiance  to  all  sove- 
reigns. What  must  be,  what  has  been,  the  prac- 
tical operation  of  such  principles?  They  lead, 
necessarily,  to  mutual  distrust,  to  general  discon- 
tent, and  to  universal  war.  This  alliance,  Mr. 
W.  said,  had  changed  the  leading  policy  of  Eu- 
rope. It  had  fnade  it  criminal  for  the  people  to 
combine,  or  to  resist  the  will  of  either  of  these 
sovereigns.  If,  for  example,  a  Spaniard  attempted 
to  resist  the  Inquisition,  he  ofiended  not  only  the 
King  of  Spain,  but  he  shinned  also  against  the 
Emperor  of  Russia.  Or,  if  a  Greek  attempted  to 
resist  the  Turkish  scimetar,  he,  too,  offi?nded  the 
Emperor  of  Russia.  To  use  the  words  of  the 
Verona  circular,  such  a  man  "throws  a  firebrand 
into  the  midst  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.*^ 

At  the  Congress  of  Troppau,  said  Mr.  W.,  we 
find  the  second  of  the  doctrines  to  which  I  before 
alluded,  as  now  published  to  the  world,  to  be  its 
law.  The  Declaration  of  Troppau  says,  "  The 
'  Powers  have  an  undoubted  right  to  take  a  hostile 
*  attitude  in  regard  to  those  States  in  which  an 
'  overthrow  of  the  Government  may  operate  as  an 
'  example.''  This  right,  between  States  whose 
juxtaposition  renders  them  mutually  exposed  to 
the  consequences  of  what  takes  place  in  either,  is 
a  part  of  what  is  called  the  law  of  vicinage;  and, 
when  confined  to  extreme  cases,  may,  to  a  certain 
extedt,  be  defended  upon  principles  of  necessity, 
and  national  defence  and  preservation.  On  this 
principle,  the  war  of  England  against  France, 
when  the  latter  was  in  a  slate  of  revolution,  was 
undertaken,  and  this  is  the  ground  on  which  it 
was  defended  on  the  floor  of  Parliament.  But  to, 
raamtain  that  every  sovereign  in  Europe  may  go 
to  war  to  repress  an  example,  Mr.  W.  said  was 
monstrous  indeed !  What  was  to  be  the  limit  to 
such  a  principle,  or  to  the  practice  growing  out  of 
it?  If  this  principle  is  allowed,  what,  said  Mr. 
W.,  beoomes  of  our  example  1  Why  are  we  not 
as  legitimate  objects  for  the  operation  of  the  prin- 
ciple as  any  who  attempt  to  set  a  republican  ex- 
ample on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic?  We 
certainly  did  not  subscribe  to  this  principle  in  the 
days  of  the  Revolution.  We  did  think  that  when 
oppressed  we  might  lawfully  resist  oppression; 
and  I  trust  we  are  not  so  sick  of  our  liberty  and 
its  effects  as  to  be  unwilling,  by  our  example,  and 
by  the  most  public  expression  of  our  opinion,  to 
recommend  to  others  the  same  doctrine. 

Here,  then,  continued  Mr.  W.,  is  a  combination 
which  is  expressly  pledged  against  all  who  set  such 
an  example — a  manifesto  which  sets  itself  against 
the  whole  course  of  the  human  intellect — against 
the  character  of  the  age,  and  which  would  bring 
us  back  at  once  to  all  the  oppression  of  the  feudal 
system.  Here  is  doctrine  which  no  writer,  no 
diplomatist,  which  even  no  courtier  ever  thought 
of  advancing.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  it  is  a  flagrant 
innovation  on  the  principles  and  practice  of  the 
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whole  civilized  world.  I  hope,  said  he,  I  shall  aot 
be  considered  as  exageeratiog  the  case.  To  con- 
vince this  House  that  I  slate  nothing  bat  the  sober 
truth — that  I  draw  no  inference  that  the  sovereigns 
themselves  have  not  drawn  before  me — po-mit  me 
to  refer  to  an  occurrence  that  took  place  at  the 
Congress  of  Verona.  In  a  speech  made  at  that 
Congress  by  the  French  Minister,  Chateaubriand, 
he  declafed  that,  in  a  personal  conversation  with 
the  Emperor  of  Russia^  he  had  heard  that  auffust 
sovereign  utter  sentiments,  which  appeared  to  him 
so  precious  that  he  immediately  hastened  home, 
and  wrote  them  down,  while  they  'were  yet  fresh 
in  his  recollection.    The  Emperor  declared — 

**  That  then  can  no  longOT  be  such  a  thing  as  an 
Englbh,  French,  Russian,  Pruaeian,  or  Austrian  poU 
icy ;  there  is  henceforth  but  one  policy,  which,  for  the 
■aJety  of  all,  should  be  adopted  both  by  people  and 
kings.  It  was  for  me  first  to  show  myself  convinced  of 
the  principles  on  which  I  founded  the  alliance.  An 
occasion  oBfered  itself'^ths  rising  in  Greece.  Noth- 
ing, certainly,  occurred  more  for  my  interests,  for  the 
interests  of  my  people — nothing  more  acceptable  to 
my  country,  than  a  religious  war  with  Turkey ;  but  I 
hare  thought  I  perceived  in  the  troubles  of  the  Morea 
the  sign  of  revolution,  and  I  have  held  back.  Provi- 
dence has  not  put  under  my  command  800,000  sol- 
diers to  satisfy  my  ambition,  but  to  protect  religion, 
morality,  and  justice,  and  to  secure  the  prevalence  of 
those  principles  of  order  en  which  human  society  rests. 
It  may  well  be  permitted  that  kings  should  have 
public  alliances  to  defend  themselves  against  secret 


enemies. 


This  may  be  so ;  but,  I  tru^t  in  God,  though 
there  should  be  no  French,  or  Russian,  or  Prust- 
sian,  or  Austrian,  or  English  policy,  T though  this 
latter  I  never  will  believe,)  there  will  at  least  be 
an  American  policy.  The  end  and  scope  of  this 
'  doctrine  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  this :  to  in- 
terfere, bv  force,  for  any  Government  against  any 
Eeople  wno  resist  it.  The  times  of  the  Stuarts 
ave  come  back  asain,  and  with  increased  de- 
mands of  power.  Be  the  state  of  a  people  what  it 
may^  they  shall  not  rise— ^be  the  Government  what 
it  will,  it  shall  in  no  case  be  resisted.  And  this 
has  been  carried  out,  too.  Look  at  Spain — look 
at  Greece.  If  a  man  may  not  resist,  either  the 
Spanish  Inquisition  or  the  Turkish  scimetar,  what, 
in  God's  name,  may  he  resi.st  ?  Stronger  cases 
can  never  arise.  This  alliance  lauffhs  at  the  doc- 
trine of  your  Blackstones,  and  alt  others  who 
maintain  that,  in  extreme  cases,  resort  is  to  be  had 
to  first  principles  and  natural  rights.  Are  we  pre^ 
pared  to  part  with  that  doctrine?  The  doctrine 
IS  advanced — it  is  supported  with  an  immense 
force.  The  timid  shrink  and  succumb.  If  it  is 
not  resisted  here,  and  in  one  other  spot,  it  will  be 
resisted  nowhere.  If  there  is  no  vigor  in  the 
Saxon  race  to  withstand  it,  there  is  none  to  be 
looked  for  elsewhere.  Is  it  not  time  to  step  forth, 
and  at  least  declare  that  we  condemn  and  deny 
such  monstrous  opinions?  How  can  reformation 
of  Government  ever  begin  but  with  the  people  ? 
The  radical  defect  of  this  system  is,  that  it  divides 
civilization — it  would  allow  it  to  goon  in  all  other 
matters,  but  not  in  principles  of  Government  and 


civil  liberty.  But  human  knowledge  is  til  con- 
nected— thht  knowledge  is  fast  spreading— ibe 
great  mass  of  society  which  holds,  and  ever  most 
hold,  the  physical,  is  fast  obtaining  the  iotellectDal 
power  of  society.  The  harmony  which  has  em 
prevailed,  either  in  Europe  or  America,  has  rested 
on  the  principle  of  the  mutual  independe&ce  <^ 
nations.  There  have,  indeed,  been  some  instaoca 
of  the  violation  of  this  principle,  as  in  the  esse  of 
Poland ;  but  on  the  great  scale  nations  have  biib- 
erto  been  viewed  as  independent  sovereignties- 
civilization  and  chrtstianity  have  united  toesub- 
lish  among  them  international  law,  and  from  tb 
blended  influence  has  sprung  that  delightfal  spet- 
tacle,  so  truly  described  by  a  poet,  the  unsees. 
but  not  anfelt  influence  of  law : 

<<  And  sovereign  Law^  the  world's  collected  will. 

0*er  thrones  and  globes  elate, 
8itB  Empress— crowning  good,  repressing  ill : 

8mit  by  her  sacred  frown, 
The  fiend,  Discretion,  like  a  vapor,  sinks, 

And  e*en  the  mll-dazzling  Crown 
Hides  his  fiiint  nys,  and  at  her  bidding  shrinkft." 

Take  this  away,  and  there  is  nothing  left  bu. 
the  sword.  The  law  of  nations  declares  that  tL 
States  are  e^ual — these  papers  deny  it.  The  Uv 
of  nations  maintains  that,  in  extreme  cases,  resist* 
a  nee  is  lawful — these  papers  deny  it.  The  law  a 
nations  proclaims  that  one  nation  has  no  rigb' 
to  interfere  in  the  affiiirs  of  another — these  papb 
deny  it. 

But  now,  it  may  be  asked,  what  is  all  that  n 
ns  ?  The  question  is  easily  answered.  .We  ar 
one  of  the  nations.  Our  system  of  Goverames: 
is,  throughout,  utterly  hostile  to  that  system,  afi^ 
if  we  are  safe  from  its  efiects  we  may  thank  oor 
situation  or  our  courage.  The  age  we  lire  is. 
and  our  own  a^ctive  character,  have  connected  u.^ 
with  all  the  nations  of  the  world«  and  we,  a^  t 
nation,  have  precisely  the  same  interest  in  int^-^ 
national  law  as  a  private  individual  has  in  the 
laws  of  his  country. 

But,  apart  fVom  the  soundness  of  the  policy,  on 
general  principles  there  is  a  ground  of  duty  in  tbi> 
matter.  What  do  we  not,  as  a  people,  owe  to  ih< 
principle  of  lawful  resistance?  to  the  priociplf 
that  societv  shall  govern  iuelf  ?  These  principie 
have  raised  us  to  a  state  of  prosperity,  in  wkici 
our  course  is  rapid  and  irresiNtible.  We  are  bors« 
on  as  by  a  mighty  current,  and  if  we  would  stop 
long  enough  to  take  an  observation,  that  we  oaf 
measure  our  national  course,  before  we  can  eiect 
it,  we  find  we  have  already  moved  a  vast  distance 
from  the  point  at  which  it  was  commenced.  Tbi^ 
course  we  cannot  check;  it  is  the  course  of  things, 
and  it  will  go  on..  Shall  we  not  thus  situated, 
give  to  others  who  are  struggling  for  these  verf 
principles,  the  cheering  aid  of  our  example  aod 
opinion  ? 

But,  whatever  we  do  in  this  matter,  it  behooves 
us  to  do  on  principle.  If,  on  the  subject  of  tie 
rumored  combination  against  South  America,  ve 
take  any  stand,  it  must  be  on  principle  that  tW 
stand  is  taken.  The  near  ^approach,  or  the  re- 
mote distance  of  danger,  may  change  policj>  ^ 
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ADDot  touch  pripoiple;  and  the  same  reasons  of 
ID  abstract  kiad,  that  would  lead  us  to  protest  in 
he  case  of  the  whole  Southern  Continent,  bind 
IS  to  protest  in  thje  case  of  ihe  smallest  Republic 
D  ItaJ^. 

A  second  qnestion,  however,  may  here  be  asked. 
^hat  can  we  do?  This  thunder  is  at  a  distance 
-the  wide  Atlantic  rolls  between — we  are  safe: 
rould  yoa  have  us  go  to  war?  Would  you  have 
IS  send  armies  into  Europe?  No:  I  would  not. 
hi  this  reasoning  mistakes  the  age.  Formerly, 
ndeed,  there  was  no  making  an  impression  on  a 
lation  but  by  bayonets,  and  subsidies,  by  fleets 
ad  araiies:  but  the  age  has  undergone  a  change : 
befe  is  a  force  in  public  opinion  which,  in  the 
30g  run,  will  outweigh  all  the  physical  force 
bat  can  be  broogfat  to  oppose  it.  Until  public 
pinion  is  subdued,  the  greatest  enemy  of  tyranny 
(not  yet  dead.  What  is  the  soul,  the  informing 
pirit  of  our  institutions,  of  our  entire  system  of 
overnment?  Public  opinion.  While  this  acts 
rith  intensity,  and  moves  in  the  right  direction, 
i»  coantry  must  ever  be  safe^et  us  direct  the 
}rce,  the  vast  moral  force  of  this  engine,  to  thi 
id  of  others.  Publie  opinion  is  the  great  enemy 
f  the  Holy  Alliance.  It  may  be  said  that  public 
pinion  did  not  succeed  in  Spain.  Public  opinion 
ras  never  thoroughly  changed  there;  but  does 
ay  man  suppose  that  Spain  is  not  at  this  day 
wrer,  not  merely  in  point  of  time,  but  intellectu* 
lly  and  politically^  nearer  to  freedom  than  she 
^  last  Spring?  True,  indeed,  the  Bourbon 
ower  did  make  an  almost  unresisted  march  from 
i«  Pyreiiees  to  Cadiz,  but  is  Europe  satisfied  ? 
nblic  opinion  is  neither  conciliated  nor  destroyed 
-like  Milton's  aneels,  it  is  vital  in  every  part — 
nd  this  followed  Eaek  the  Conqueror  as  he  re- 
iraed,  and  held  Europe  in  indignant  silence. 
«t  OS,  then,  speak :  lef  us  speak  well  of  what  has 
me  well  for  us.  We  shall  have  the  thinking 
orld  ail  with  us — and,  be  it  remembered,  it  was 
thinking  community  that  achieved  our  Revolu- 
»n  before  a  battle  had  been  fought. 
I  shall  not  detain  this  Committee  by  laying  h^ 
*^  it  any  statistical,  geographical,  or  commer- 
tt  account  of  Greece.  The  document  on  your 
Me,  which  has  been  furnished  from  the  Depart- 
^t  of  State,  in  some  measure  supplies  these: 
M  her  history  ia  familiar  to  us  all.  Within  the 
rt  thirty  or  forty  years,  the  condition  of  that 
Nintry  has  undei|rone  a  great  improvement.  Her 
vine  produces  the  best  sailors  in  the  Mediter- 
aean^beUer,  in  that  sea,  than  even  our  own. 
heir  commerce,  before  the  present  commotions, 
td  begun  to  extend  itself  to  France  and  Spain^ 
obhouse  (our  best  authority)  states  their  seamen 

fifty  thoosand.;  but  that  number  is  certainly 
«ch  loo  larg&~.they  have  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
iKe  thousand  tons  of  shipping,  which  is  equal  to 
K>ut  one-fifth  of  that  of  the  United  States.  Their 
)pnlation  in  European  Turkey  is  about  ^ve  miU 
)tt5,  and  in  Asia  Minor  about  two  millions  more. 
heir  moral  state  is  rapidly  advancing  in  all  re- 
bels—the  literati  of  Europe  conceived  a  strong 
terest  in  their  behalf,  and  sent  books  and  schoU 
vand  printing  presses  into  Greecfr-^-many  of  the 


works  of  naodern  Europe  have  been  translated  in* 
to  their  language,  and  they  have  produced  many 
works  entirely  original.  This  people,  a  people  of 
intelligence,  ingenuitv,  refinement,  spirit,  and  en- 
terprise, have  Been  for  centuries  under  the  most 
atrocious,  unparalleled  Tartarian  barbarism  that 
ever  oppressed  the  human  race.  This  House  is 
unable  to  estimate  duly,  it  is  unable  even  to  con- 
ceive or  comprehend  it.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  the  character  of  the  force  which  has  so  long 
domineered  over  them  is  purely  military.  It  has 
been  a$  truly,  as  beautifully,  said,  that  "the  Turk 
has  now  been  encam{)ed  in  Europe  for  four  cen- 
turies." Yes,  sir — ^it  is  nothing  else  than  an  en- 
campment. They  came  in  bv  the  sword,  and 
they  govern  by  the  sword.  They  hold  the  cap- 
tive  Greeks  to  be  their  property — and  when  a 
wretched  Greek  has  yielded  up  his  year's  earnings 
to  some  rapacious  exactor,  it  has  truly  been  said 
that  he  '^pays  his  ransom  to  live  another  year." 
Despotic  power  is  there,  if  the  phrase  may  be  al- 
lowed,, formed  into  a  regular  system  of  anarchy. 
The  power  delegated  to  the  inferior  tyrant  is  as 
absolute  within  its  sphere,  as  the  power  of  the 
Sultan  himself— *and  hence,  there  is  scarcely  a 
great  post  under  the  whole  government  whose  in* 
cumbent  is  not  virtually,  often  actually,  at  war 
with  the  Porte.  Between  these  two  opposite 
Powers,  both  despotic,  it  is  dangerous  to  take 
^ides,  and  yet  sides  must  be  taken:  in  alt  the  em- 
pire there  is  no  poperty,  no  security.  The  well 
knowa  and  undisguised  sale  of  all  offices,  is,  of 
itself,  a  sufficient  index  of  the  state  of  society.  In 
the  whole  world  no  such  oppression  is  felt  as  that 
which  has  crushed  doWn  the  wretched  Greeks. 
In  India,  to  be  sure,  it  is  bad  enough  in  principle, 
but  in  the  actual  fedincf  of  the  oppression,  it  is 
not  to  be  compared.  There  the  oppressed  natives 
are  themselves  as  barbarous  as  their  oppressors, 
but  here  have  been  seven  millions  of  civilized,  en- 
lightened, Christian  men,  trampled  into  the  very 
earth,  century  after  century,  by  a  barbarous,  pil- 
laging, relentless  soldiery. 

Sir,  the  case  is  unique;  there  has  existed  noth- 
ing like  it,  before  or  since.  The  world  has  no 
such  misery  to  show.  Surely,  there  is  no  case  in 
which  we^ould  point  to  the  civilized  and  Chris- 
tian world  with  such  an  emphasis  of  appeal. 
What,  during,  all  this  tim^,  has  been  the  conduct 
of  the  neighboring  nations— ^nations  professedly 
Christian?  It  has  been  a  disgrace  to  Europe. 
As  early  as  the  Congress  at  Lay  bach,  in  1821,  the 
papers  of  that  council  spoke  ot  the  rising  of  this 
(^pressed  people  as  culpable,  as  criminal.  And 
this  charge  comes  from  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 
Certainly  he  did  not  always  think  it  quite  so 
criminal  in  Greece  to  resist  the  Porter  On  the 
contrary,  is  it  not  known  to  all  the  world  that 
Russia  advanced  a  claim  of  some  kind  against 
the  Porte  to  the  allegiance  of  Greece  ?  Did  not 
Ivan  III.  discard  the  banner  of  St.  Qeorae,  and 
take  the  double-headed  eagle  in  its  stead  ?  Did 
not  Peter  the  Great  secure  for  them  the  passage 
of  the  Dardanelles  ?  Did  he  not  adopt  the  far- 
famed  banner  of  Constantine — '^  in  hoe  signo  vi/n- 
as  ?"    Did  he  not  stamp  upon  his  coin  <*  Pbtbos 
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L  Rc88o-Gr£cor.  Impsratob  ?"  From  1769  to 
1774,  did  not  Russia  engage  in  successive  cam- 
paigns against  the  Porte,  and  did  she  not  fill 
Greece  with  her  armies  ?  Were  not  the  Turks 
compelled  to  admit,  by  tceaty,  the  independence 
of  the  Czar  of  the  Crimea  1  And  did  not  the 
Empress  Catharine,  when  she  conquered  the 
Crimea,  inscribe  over  the  gate  of  Cherson,  '^  th£ 
ROAD  TO  Byzantium?"  Strange,  ind^d,  after 
ail  this,  that  a  Greek  insurrection  afi[ainst  the 
Turks  should  excite  the  indignation  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia  !  Yet,  what  says  the  Congress  of 
Verona,  held  no  longer  ago  than  last  year  ?  It 
denounces  "  the  rash  and  culpable  conduct  of  the 
Greeks,  who  have  thrown  a  firebrand  into  the 
midst  of  the  Ottoman  empire."  If  they  did,  that 
was  done  Ions  before  they  did  it,  and  they  were 
by  this  very  Power  encouraged  to  do  it.  Might 
it  not  have  been  expected  that  at  that  Congress 
some  relenting  of  compassion  would  have  been 
felt  for  these  suffering  Greeks?  Nobody  doubts 
the  power  of  that  Congress  to  aid  them— one 
word  would  have  delivered  the  whole  nation.  If, 
as  that  alliance  professed,  they  took  Christianity 
for  their  guide,  what  must  be  said  of  their  aband- 
oning- seven  millions  of  Christian  people  to  be 
trampled  upon  by  barbarians  ?  Nay,  at  their  be- 
ing accused,  because  they  turned  upon  their  op- 
pressors, of  "  throwing  a  firebrand  into  the  midst 
of  the  Ottoman  empire  ?"  But  farther,  sir :  In 
1^21,  Baron  Strogonoff,  the  Russian  Minister  at 
Constantinople,  says,  in  a  public  document,  that 
the  most  unheard-of  enormities  were  perpetrated 
against  Greeks  who  had  no  share  whatever  in  the 
rebellion ;  and  that  the  conduct  of  the  Porte  toward 
these  people  was  sufiacient  to  furnish  good  grounds 
for  all  Europe  to  unite  on  the  subject.  This  was 
in  1821.  This  was  followed  by  that  indescribable 
enormity,  that  appalling  monument  of  barbarian 
cruelty,  the  destruction  of  Scio— a  scene  I  will 
not  attempt  to  describe — from  which  human  na- 
ture shrinks  shuddering  away-^«  seene,  thank 
God,  without  a  parallel  in  all  the  history  of  fallen 
man ;  and  that  was  quickly  followed  by  the  mas- 
sacres in  Cyprus.  All  these  things  were  perfectly 
known  when  the  Congress  of  Verona  accused  the 
Greeks,  for  their  insurrection,  of  "thh>wing  a 
firebrand  into  the  midst  of  the  Ottoman  empire !" 
Now,  then,  I  repeat,  that  if  such  are  the  results 
of  the  system  of  modern  European  Sovereiffns, 
it  is  a  system  which  demands  examination.  That 
this  was  a  fruit  of  that  system  is  undeniable. 
This  was  an  interference  against  the  Greeks,  in 
favor  of  the  Turks;  and  it  was  far  greater  than 
any  thine  I  propose  for  the  Greeks  against  the 
Turks.  Yes,  sir,  with  that  instrument  in  their 
hand,  Christian  Sovereigns,  there  professing  to 
take  the  Christian  religion  for  their  guide,  have  ad- 
vanced to  check  a  Christian  nation  in  resisting 
the  bloodiest  cruelty  of  a  horde  of  Mahometan 
Tartars. 

Such  has  been  the  conduct  pursued  towards 
this  people.  I  now  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  while  I  state  a  very  short  account  of  their 
late  revolution. 

The  situation  of  Greece  had  excited  the  sym- 


pathies of  Western  Europe  for  thiriy  years  pan 
Societies  had  been  formed  in  Germany  to  improre 
the  condition  of  the  suffering  people — branches  of 
those  societies  were  extended  into  Greece — rnaof 
of  their  youth  were  carefully  instructed  in  litfo- 
ture — many  disbanded  officers  from  the  Europeu 
armies  entered  into  the  Grecian  service,  and  acoB- 
siderable  amelioration  of  their  condition  with  re 
spect  to  the  advantages  of  education  began  to  be 
effected.  In  1821,  the  revolt  took  place  in  Mol- 
davia and  Waliachia,  a  revolt  which  was  suppot* 
ed  to  have  been  fomented  by  Russia.  The  Em- 
peror brought  down  a  large  force  upon  the  Prudi 
--41  Russian  vessel,  being  suspected  of  carryiO| 
supplies  to  the  insurgents,  was  stopped  as  iIk 
passed  the  Bosphorus— and  a  rupture  seemed  in- 
mediately  impending.  Russia  demanded  that  the 
Turkish  forces.should  be  withdrawn  from  ihm 
two  northern  provinces.  At  the  same  time  um 
Ypsilanti  was  in  rebellion  in  tke  North,  the  Porie 
had  to  carry  on  a  desperate  struggle  with  Aii 
Pacha  in  the  West.  And  another  war  with  Fa- 
sia  threatened  in  the  East.  Then  it  was  that  tiie 
Greek  revolution^  burst  forth.  They  soon  poss» 
sed  themselves  of  the  open  country  of  the  Morei 
and  forced  |he  Turks  to  fly  for  refuge  into  ibe 
cities.  Of  these,  Tripolitza  soon  fell  into  then 
hands ;  and  then  they  began  to  contemplate  a  gor- 
ernment  ^  They  assembled  a  Congress,  (the  naoK 
is  hallowed  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic — it  isi 
name  dear  to  freedom,)  and  began  to  orsanizei 
system  of  laws.  The  Annual  Reg:ister  ask^  wbii 
right  they  had  to  denominate  this  a  Congress? 
The  answer  is  easy  ;  the  same  right,  Mr.  Cbal^ 
man,  that  we  had,  and  no  more.  With  our  Coc- 
stitution  before  them,  they  proceeded  to  copy  its 
features  as  closely  as  their  circumstances  wooU 
permit.  In  that  year,  the  war  with  Aii  Pacbi 
was  ended  by  treachery,  and  the  breach  of  tlie 
Turkish  promise.  The  affair  was  settled,  too,  witk 
Russia,  and  it  now  was  discoveored  that  all  that 
she  had  insisted  on  was,  that  the  Turkish  forces 
should  be  withdrawn  from  Moldavia  and  Walii- 
chia ;  the  very  measure  which,  of  all  others,  bid 
the  most  immediate  tendency  to  overwhciin  the 
Greek  cause.  Thus  was  the  whole  force  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire  let  iooee  at  once  upon  devotei 
Greece;  and  what,  sir,  was  the  result?  Where 
the  Ottoman  made  his  greatest  effort,  he  wis  oet 
and  foiled,  and  in  six  weeks,  had  to  turn  back  his 
steps  from  the  Morea,  whither  his  foot  has  oevff 
since  trodden  to  this  day.  It  was  in  this  year  tb«t 
the  island  of  Scio,  the  most  favored  island  in  the 
Archipelago,  an  island  the  peculiar  property  of 
the  Sultana,  ihe  lightest  taxed,  the  most  wealthy. 
the  most  refined,  the  most  literary  spot  in  all  Greece; 
where  were  libraries,  such  as  few  Sutes  io  this 
Union  possess,  and  where  ease  and  elecanoe  h» 
their  favorite  seat,  became  the  theatre  of  a  OQ*^ 
ere  such  as  is  not  to  be  paralleled  in  the  history  » 
the  world.  The  inhabitants  of  Samos,  jeaioos  i^ 
the  comparative  prosperity  of  this  island,  iaoM 
drove  the  Turks  into  the  town,  atid  were  join« 
by  some  of  the  country  people  of  Scio.  Tw 
Turkish  fleet,  lately  reinforced  from  Egypt,  IjJP" 
pened  to  be  in  the  neighborhood— they  iaiiM 
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and  burnt  the  city,  and  when  the  slaaghter  and 
buroiog^  was  over,  out  of  140,000  inhabitants,  nine 
hundred  onlf  were  left  alive.  40,000  women  and 
children,  inhabitants  of  the  island,  were  sold  at 
Smyrna  into  perpetual  slavery.  A  month  after — 
when  the  ashes  of  the  burnt  citr  were  cold — did 
they  hang  thirty-five  Greeks  at  the  yard-arm,  and 
slay  eighty-five  more  who  had  been  given  as  host- 
ages from  the  town.  Ten  more  hostages  were 
hanged  in  Constantinople — ^700,  who  voluntarily 
surrendered,  were  all  shot  down ;  800  others,  about 
whom  they  got  into  dispute,  were  mordered  in  the 
same  manner.  And^sir,  on  the  wharves  of  Boston 
did  I  see  the  utensils  from  the  hearths  of  that  pol- 
ished, refined,  and  literary  people,  selling  for  old 
copper.  Numbers  of  children,  all  whose  relatives 
bad  been  slaughtered,  were  picked  up  by  the  mer- 
chants in  the  Mediterranean,  and  some  of  them 
ire  now  among  us.  Sir,  these  things  were  as 
veil  known  at  the  Congrress  of  Laybach  as  they 
ire  on  this  floor — ^bnt  the  tale  did  not  move  a 
muscle  of  those  Allied  Sovereigns,  or  alter,  one 
bair's  breadth,  the  course  of  their  unfeeling  policy. 
During  the  present  year,  the  Persian  war  being 
}Yer,  All  deadend  the  Russians  gone,  the  whole 
reight  of  the  Turkish  force  has  again  and  again 
)eeQ  precipitated  on  the  struggling  Greeks--4igain 
ind  again  it  has  been  triumphantly  resisted — and 
it  is  only  this  morning,  sir,  that  I  received  the  news 
)f  a  fresh  victory. 

They  now  hold  all  the  Morea,  Candia,  and  the 
slaods,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  fortres- 
es  still  in  the  possession  of  the  Turks — they  have 
(Ten  ventured  to  act  on  the  ofiensive.  Their 
narine  is  strengthened — their  blockades  have  been 
mforced — ^time,  experience,  and  the  vicissitudes 
)f  their  momentous  struggle,  have  consolidated 
heir  force,  and  they  have  now  the  advantage  and 
)lessing  of  a  regular  representative  government. 
)ir,  have  they  not  done  much?  It  would  be 
;reat  injustice  to  compare  their  achievements  with 
ur  own — because  we  began  our  struggle  already 
ossessed  of  government  and  of  comparative  civil 
reedom — we  had  for  centuries  been  accustomed 
'  govern  ourselves; — but  these  poor  Greeks  had 
»rce  any  of  the  means  of  knowledge — ^they  were 
without  public  concert — without  experience,  with- 
Qt  patronage,  surrounded  by  nations  that  cast 
very  discouragement  in  their  way;  yet  they 
ave  now  had  a  free  government  for  two  years, 
Dd  their  soil  is  uoproianed  by  the  foot  of  an  in- 
ader.  They  have  carried  on  the  struggle  for 
uee  successive  campaigns,  against  hordes  of 
i'arter  troops  and  auxiliary  forces  jjrom  the  Bar- 
ary  States — ^they  have  been  conjured,  by  their 
eighbors,  to  submit;  but  they  still  manfully  hotd 
ut.  Two  hundred  thousand  have  heroically  laid 
own  their  lives — and  what  say  the  rest?  "  Some 
f  our  nation  are  yet  alive,  and  we  will  all  per- 
>b,  before  we  will  yield  up  again  our  country  to 
le  oppressor." 

It  may  now  be  asked,  will  this  resolution  do 
^eoi  any  good  ?  Yes,  it  will  do  them  much  good. 
t  will  give  them  courage  and  spirit,  which  is  bet- 
^r  than  money.  It  will  assure  them  of  the  public 
irmpathy,  and  will  inspire  them  with  fresh  con- 


stancy. It  will  teach  them  that  they  are  not  for- 
gotten by  the  civilized  world,  and  to  hope  on^  day 
to  occupy,  in  that  world,  an  honorable  station. 

A  farther  question  remains.  Is  this  measure; 
pacific?  It  has  no  other  character.  It  simply 
^foposes  to  make  a  pecuniary  provision  for  a  mis- 
sion, when  the  President  shall  deem  such  mission « 
expedient.  It  is  a  mere  reciprocation  to  the  senti- 
ments of  his  Messaee;  it  imposes  upon  him  no 
new  duty;  it  gives  nim  no  new  power;  it  does 
not  hasten  or  urge  him  forward;  it  simply  pro- 
vides, in  an  open  and  avowed  manner,  the  means  . 
of  doing  what  would  else  be  done  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund.  It  leaves  him  at  the  most  perfect 
liberty,  and  it  reposes  the  whole  matter  in  his  sole 
discretion.  He  might  do  it  without  this  resolu- 
tion, as  he  did  in  the  case  of  South  America,  but 
it  merely  answers  the  ^uery  whether  on  so  mat 
and  interesting  a  question  as  the  condition  of  the 
Greeks,  this  House  holds  no  opinion  which  is 
worth  expressing?  But,  suppose  a  commissioner 
is  sent,  the  measure  is  pacific  still.  Where  is  the 
breach  of  neutrality  ?  where  a  just  cause  of  oflfence? 
And  besides,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  all  the  danger  ia 
this  matter  on  one  side  ?  may  we  not  inquire,  whose 
fleets  cover  the  Archipelago?  may  we  not  ask 
what  would  be  the  result  to  our  trade  should 
Smyrna  be  blockaded  ?  A  commissioner  could  at 
least  procure  for  us  what  we  do  not  now  possess—, 
that  is,  authentic  information  of  the  true  state  of) 
things.  The  document  on  your  table  exhibits 
a  meagre  appearance  on  this  point — ^what  does  It 
contain  ?  Letters  of  Mr.  Luriottts  and  para^^raphs 
from  a  French  paper.  My  personal  opinion  is, 
that  an  agent  ought  immeaiately  to  be  sent ;  but 
the  resolution  I  have  offered  by  no  means  goes  so 
far. 

-  Do  gentlemen  fear  the  result  of  this  resolution 
in  embroiling  us  with  the  Porte  ?    Why,  sir,  how 
much  is  it  ahead  of  the  whole  nation,  or  rather  let 
me  ask  how  much  is  the  nationahead  of  it?    Is 
not  this  whole  people  already  in  a  state  of  open 
and  avowed  excitement  on  this  subject?    Does 
not  the  land  rinff  from  side  to  side  with  one  com- 
mon sentiment  of  sympathy  for  Greece,  and  indij;- 
nation  towards  her  oppressors?    Nay  more  sir,, 
are  we  not  giving  money  to  this  cause  ?    More  • 
still,  sir,  is  not  the  Secretary  of  State  in  open  cor- 
respondence with  the  President  of  the  Greek  Com- 
mittee in  London  ?    The  nation  has  gone  as  far 
as  it  can  go^  short  of  an  oflScial  act  of  hostility. 
This  resolution  adds  nothing  beyond  what  is  al- 
ready done ;  nor  can  any  of  the  European  Gov-  - 
ernments  take  ofience  at  such  a  measure.    But,  if  ^ 
they  would,  shall  we  be  withheld  from  an  honest^ 
expression  of  liberal  feelings  in  the  cause  of  free- 
dom for  fear  of  giving  umbrage  to  some  member 
of  the  Holy  Alliance  ?    We  are  not,  surely,  jet  pre- 
pared to  purchase  their  smiles  by  a  sacrifice  of 
every  manly  principle.   Dare  any  Christian  Prince 
even  ask  us  not  to  sympathize  with  a  Christian 
nation  struggling  against  Tartar  tyranny  ?    We 
do  not  interfere — ^we  break  no  engagements — we 
violate  no  treaties — with  the  Porte  we  have  none. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  some  things  which,  to 
be  well  done,  must  be  promptly  dojxf .    If  we  even 
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determiae  to  do  the  thing  that  is  now  proposed, 
we  may  do  it  too  late.  Sir,  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  are  for  withholding  aid  when  it  is  most  ur- 
gently needed,  and  when  the  stress  is  past,  and  the 
aid  no  longer  necessary,  overwhelming  the  sufferer 
with  caresses.  I  will  not  stand  by  and  see  my 
fellow  man  drowning  without  stretching  oat  a 
hand  to  help  him,  till  he  has  by  his  own  efforts 
and  presence  of  mind  reached  the  shore  in  safety, 
and  then  encumber  him  with  aid.  With  suffer- 
ing Greece,  now  is  the  crisis  of  her  fate — her  great, 
it  may  be,  her  last  struggle.  Sir,  while  we  sit  here 
deliberating,  her  destiny  may  be  decided.  The 
Qfeeks,  contending  with  ruthless  oppressors,  turn 
their  eyes  to  us,  and  invoke  us  by  their  ancestors, 
by  their  slaughtered  wives  and  children,  by  their 
own  blood,  poured  out  like  water,  by  the  iKca- 
tombs  of  dead  they  have  heaped  up  as  it  were  to 
heaven,  they  invoke,  they  implore  or  us  some  cheer- 
ing sound,  some  look  of  sympathy,  some  token  of 
compassionate  recard.  They  look  to  us  as  the 
^reat  Republic  of  the  earth — and  they  ask  us  by 
our  common  faith,  whether  we  can  forcet  that 
they  are  struggling,  as  we  once  struggled,  for  what 
we  now  so  happily  enjoy  ?  I  cannot  say,  sir,  that 
they  will  succeed :  that  rests  with  Heaven.  But 
for  myself,  sir,  if  1  should  to-morrow  hear  that 
they  have  failed — that  their  last  phalanx  had  sunk 
benelith  the  Turkish  scimetar,  that  the  flames  of 
their  last  city  had  sunk  in  its  ashes,  and  that 
naught  remained  but  the  wide  melancholy  waste 
where  Greece  once  was,  I  should  still  reflect,  with 
the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction,  that  I  have  asked 
you,  in  the  name  of  seven  millions  of  freemen,  that 
you  would  give  them  at  least  the  cheering  of  one 
friendly  voice. 
When  Mr.  Webster  had  concluded — 
The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  progress, 
and,  having  had  leave  to  sit  again,  the  House  ad- 
journed* 


TuESOAT,  January  20. 

Mr.  Cooke,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  appointment  of 
two  Indian  agents,  in  addition  to  tkose  already 
{provided  for  by  law,  and  fixing  their  compensa- 
tions ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLiANE,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  on  the  15th  instant,  reported  a  bill  to  re- 
vive and  continue  in  force  tne  nrst,  second,  third, 
fourth,  and  fifth  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties 
on  importe  and  tonnage,"  passed  the  3d  of  March, 
1815:  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Arthur  H.  Henlejr,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WEBSTEa,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  | 


representatives  of  John  Michael,  deceased ;  whiek 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Prirate 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  recommitted  ihebiU 
for  the  relief  of  John  Jenkins,  made  a  report  re- 
commending thtit  the  said  bill  be  postponed  is- 
definitely ;  which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  oi 
the  table. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  rep- 
resentatives of  John  Doonelson,  Stephen  Heaii 
and  others ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  eoo- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Siaie 
of  Indiana  to  open  a  canal  through  the  public 
lands,  to  connect  the  rivers  Wa&sh  aad  tk 
Miami  of  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  Crowninsbield,  from  the  Committee  ot 
Naval  Affairs,  who  were  instructed,  on  the  15i^ 
of  December  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  the  construction  of  tea  addi- 
tional sloops  of  war,  made  a  report  thereon,  l^ 
companied  by  a  bill  authorizing  the  building  oi 
that  number  of  sloops  of  war ;  which  bill  ms 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CaowNiNSRiBLD,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  which  was  referred  the  amendment  proposH 
by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '<  An  act  f1l^ 
tber  extending  the  term  of  half-pay  pensions  ti- 
the widowB  and  children  of  officers,  seamen,  afi^ 
marines,  who  died  in  the  public  service;''  re- 
ported the  agreement  of  that  committee  to  tiie 
said  amendment.  The  amendment  w«s  then  cob- 
curr^  in  by  the  House. 

Mr,  Whipple,  from  the  Committee  on  thePob^ 
lie  Lands,  reported  a  bill  providinjgf  for  a  grant  d 
land  for  the  seat  of  government  in  the  Terhtotr 
of  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  m 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Ofdati^  That  leave  be  given  to  withdraw  the 
petitions  of  Daniel  W.  Coze,  for  a  eonfirmatifiii 
of  the  claim  of  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  to  u 
extensive  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of  Louisiaai, 
with  the  documents  accompanying  the  same. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  ToMUicsoi^ 
on  the  l6th,  respecting  navy  hospitals,  was  takea 
up,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^'Aa 
act  authorizing  the  Commissioners  of  the  Siakin^ 
Fund  to  purchase  the  seven  per  cent  stock  of  the 
United  States  in  the  year  1824,"  with  an  amend- 
ment. The  Senate  have  also  passed  bills  of  the 
following  titles,  viz:  '^An  act  granting  to  the 
State  of  Alabama  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  ca> 
tain  quarter-sections  of  land  ;"  and  "An  act  ex- 
planatory of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  omcers,  volunteers,  and  other  persons,  en- 
gaged in  the  late  campaign  against  the  Seminole 
Indians,  passed  the  4th  c?  May,  1822;''  in  whi&t 
amendment,  and  two  bills  last  mentioned,  ^ 
Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  two  last  mentioned  bills  were,  respectively 
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read  twice,  and  referred,  the  first  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands ;  the  second,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Af&irs. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Commis- 
sioDers  of  the  Sinking  Fond  to  purchase  the  seven 
per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States,  in  the  year 
1824,"  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

MARQUIS  D£  LAFAYETTE. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  an  amendment  to 
the  resolution  respecting  the  Marquis  Lafayette, 
striking  out  the  preamble  and  all  that  follows  the 
word  "  resolved,"  and  substituting  the  following : 

"  That  the  Marquis  Be  Lafayette  having  expressed 
bis  intention  to  visit  this  country,  the  President  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  him  the  aesarances  of 
grstefol  and  affectionate  attachment  still  cherished 
towards  him  by  the  Government  and  people  of  the 
United  States. 

And  be  it  further  resohed,  That,  as  a  mark  of  ns- 
tionsl  respect,  the  President  cause  to  be  held  in  readi* 
DeM  s  shipHif-tbe-Une,  and  invite  the  Marqais  to  take 
paasags  Uierein*  whenever  his  disposition  to  visit  this 
country  be  signified/' 

Mr.  LiviNesTON,  of  Louisiana,  rose  to  express 
the  hope,  he  might,  without  impropriety,  say  the 
conviction,  that  the  resolution  would  be  adopted 
unaDimously  by  the  House.  Not  only  were  the 
merits  of  the  illustrious  man,  to  whom  it  had 
reference,  universally  kneiwn  in  these  States,  but 
they  had  been  unilormly,  repeatedly,  and  pub- 
licly acknowledged.  The  history  of  his  connek- 
ions  with  the  United  States^was  personally  known 
to  some  of  the  members  in  this  House— it  was 
koown  to  all  who  had  read  the  story  of  our  Rev- 
olatioD.  It  was  a  connexion  which  did  honor  to 
both— to  the  country  that  received,  and  to  the  in- 
dividual who  rendered  them.  At  a  very  early 
^e,  when  pleasure  presents  itself  in  the  most 
captivating  and  seductive  form,  possessed  of  a 
fortune,  which  enabled  him  to  comply  with  her 
every  solicitation,  and  of  a  rank  which  warranted 
his  aspiring  to  the  loftiest  heights  of  ambition  in 
his  own  country,  he  possessed,  with  all  these,  suf- 
ficient energy  of  character  to  shake  off  every  in- 
dncement  of  pleasure,  of  wealth,  and  of  ambition, 
and  to  join  a  country,  in  which,  although  there 
was  much  to  gratify  an  honest  ambition,  there  was 
oothing  to  he  found  of  all  that  which  young  men 
of  bis  rank  and  standing,  in  Europe,  were  wont 
most  to  desire.  He  came  to  our  shores ;  he  offered 
liis  services  to  our  Government ;  they  were  ac- 
^pted,  and  he  immediately  received  an  honorable 
rank  and  a  conspicuous  station.  One  of  my  ear- 
liest recollections  is  connected  with  the  period  of 
his  arrival,  and  one  of  the  most  pleasing  remem- 
brances of  my  boyhood,  is  the  being  permitted,  in 
company  with  one  who  is  now  a  member  of  this 
House,  to  visit  him  at  his  headquarters,  in  occa- 
sional excursions  from  the  place  where  we  were 
receiving  our  education.  I  afterwards  saw  him, 
a|  the  head  of  two  thousand  men,  who  had  been 
clothed,  armed  and  decorated  at  his  own  expense, 
conciliating,  by  his  republican  manners,  by  the 


steadiness  of  his  discipline  and  the  condescension 
of  his  behaviour,  the  devoted  affection  of  the  sol- 
diery, reconciling,  by  the  winning  kindness  of  his 
address,  the  aged  man  to  submit  himself  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  youth — the  hardy  native  of  the  soil  to 
receive  and  submit  to  the  command  of  a  foreigner. 
At  the  same  time,  by  his  strict  obedience  to  author* 
ity,  he  won  the  esteem  of  his  superiors  in  com- 
mand. But  the  most  touching  part  of  this  lovely 
spectacle,  was  the  deference,  the  veneration,  the 
devoted  attachment  which  ever  marked  his  deport- 
ment towards  the  Father  of  our  Country.  But  it 
was  not  merely  in  the  pomp  and  parade  of  a  mil- 
itary rank^  however  honorable,  that  Lafayette  was 
worthy  of  our  (santemplation ;  he  sought  effective 
service^  he  sealed  his  attachment  to  oar  cause 
with  his  blood,  at  Brandywine^  and  in  that  gjeat 
catastrophe  whiQh  placed  in  our  hands  a  British 
commander  and  all  his  army  at  Yorktown,  he 
occupied  a  striking  position  in  the  busy  and  inter- 
esting scene.  The  judgment  of  Washington  hav-i' 
ing  given  him  command  of  the  American  forces 
in  the  storming  of  a  redoubt,  while  the  French, 
in  another  column,  were  ordered  simultaneously 
to  attack  another,  Lafayette  obtained  the  palm, 
having  carried  his  redoubt  some  minutes  in  ad- 
vance of  the  French  column.  But  his  services 
to  the  cause  of  these  States  were  not  merely  of  a 
military  character;  he  served  us  equally  in  a 
political  as  in  a  commercial  point  of  riew.  He 
made  frequent  visits  to  France,  and  he  used  them 
for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  our  connexions 
with  that  country,  and  brinffins  its  wealth  by 
commercial  operations  in  aid  of  our  exhausted 
resources.  He  has  a  farther  recommendation  to 
our  affection  and  respect,  as  the  friend  of  temper- 
ate and  regulated  liberty  in  hia  own  country. 
From  the  first  moment  ot  the  French  revolution 
he  was  the  decided'  advocate  of  its  general  prin- 
ciple, and  he  was  the  advocate  of  that  form  of 
civil  liberty,  which  he  conceived  best  adapted  to 
the  circumstances  and  genius  of  France,  a  lim- 
ited monarchy  accompanied  with  a  deliberative 
body.  He  once  thought  that  he  had  attained 
this  object,  but  the  excesses  which  followed  pros- 
trated all  hia  fond  hepes^  and  he  himself  fall- 
ing into  the  clutches,  of  despotic  power,  waa 
thrown  into  the  dungeons  of  Olmutz.  A  better 
state  of  things  afterwards  succeeded,  and  he  re- 
turned to  his  country,  where  he  bad  the  immor- 
tal honor  of  putting  on  record  his  vote  (almost  a 
solitary  one)  against  the  enormous  grants  of  power 
to  the  late  ruler  of  France.  He  is  still  the  intrepid 
friend  of  her  chartered  rights.  As  such,  he  haa 
claims  on  the  respect  of  the  friends  of  freedom  in 
all  countries.  But,  here,  he  has  so  many  claims 
to  that  regard,  that  it  would  be  an  imputation  on 
the  American  character  to  suppose,  that  the 
measure  now  proposed  will  not  meet  with  the 
hearty  concurrence  of  every  member  of  this 
House. 

If  we  resort  to  the  views  and  feelings  of  the 
illustrious  men  who  preceded  us  in  this  assem* 
bly,  we  find  only  one  sentiment,  evinced  through 
a  succession  of  different  acts,  in  relation  to  this 
friend  of  the  American^  cause.    [Here  Mr.  L.  read 
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a  succession  of  extracts  from  the  Journals  of  Con- 
gress, expressine  welcome,  recording  thanks,  dbc] 
Here  said  Mr.  L.,  6Dds  the  affectionate,  the  touch- 
ing intercourse  between  America  and  this  her 
voiuntarjr  son.  But,  when  he  left  us,  and  we 
Leard  ot  his  subsequent  imprisonment,  a  further 
resolution  was  passed,  requesting  the  president  to 
take  all  proper  and  practicable  steps  for  his  relief. 
By  the  heroic  efforts  of  an  American  gentleman, 
who  was  his  companion,  he  obtained  his  freedom ; 
and  he  then  sent  his  son  for  refuge  to  this  country. 
I  had  myself,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  honor  on  that  oc- 
casion of  introducing  a  resolution,  which  author- 
ized the  President  to  ascertain  the  fact,  and  if  it 
were  so,  to  do  whatever  might,  in  bis  judgment, 
be  proper  to  render  the  situation  of  the  young  La- 
fayette agreeable,  and  evince  the  respect  and 
fratitude  we  felt  for  the  distinguished  services  of 
is  father. 

At  present  General  Lafayette  is  the  only  survi- 
ving General  officer  of  the  Revolutionary  war ; 
he  has  expressed  a  desire  once  more  to  visit  the 
country  he  so  eminently  contributed  to  render  free 
and  happy — once  more  to  take  into  his  arms  the 
compaDions  of  his  early  toils  and  dangers,  and  to 
witness  for  himself  our  progress  in  improvement 
and  the  practical  exhibition  of  the  blessings  of  a 
free  and  enlightened  Government.  Surely,  sir, 
it  is  fit,  it  is  becomiDg;  if  such  be  his  wish,  that 
he  should  be  wafted  to  our  shores  beneath  that 
flag  which  he  once  planted  on  the  breastworks  of 
our  enemy.  Let  not  his  coming  be  in  secret — let 
us  join  to  do  him  honor — let  the  mode  of  his  con- 
yeyance  to  our  shores  correspond  with  that  en- 
thusiasm of  the  public  sentiment  which  will  greet 
him  on  his  landing — if  gratitude  has  not  ^rown 
cold,  if  feeling  is  not  dead  among  us,  Lafayette 
will  be  hailed  by  plaudits  f^om  every  part  ox  this 
land,  as  hearty  as  they  are  richly  merited. 

Mr.  MiTCHEjLL  stated,  that  since  he  had  first 
brought  the  subject  before  the  House,  letters  had 
been  received  from  the  Marquis,  extracts  from 
which  he  wished  might  now  be  read ;  and  he 
handed  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  two  letters, 
one  of  them  to  Mr.  Willet,  of  New  York,  expres- 
sive of  the  pleasure  he  should  enjoy  from  a  visit 
to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  then  rose  and 
said,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  communicate  to  the 
House  some  recent  intelligence  that  he  had  re- 
ceived, as  to  the  Marouis  De  Lafayette's  wish  to 
return  to  America.  He  had  then  in  his  possession 
a  letter  (of  the  25th  of  November  last)  written  by 
this  pure  and  noble  patriot,  and  addressed  to  a 
distinguished  citizen  of  this  country^,  in  which  the 
following  sentiments  were  contained:  *^ Every 
'  motive  and  feeling  urge  me  to  seek  those  friends 
'  of  my  youth  with  whom  I  may  still  enjoy  the 
'  most  pleasing  recollections ;  to  revisit  the  happy 
'  shores  of  an  adopted  country,  which  lias  so  well 
'  fulfilled  our  earlv  and  most  sanguine  expecta- 
'  tions,  and  where  t  find,  in  the  third  and  fourth 
'  generations,  testimonies  of  benevolence  that  fill 
'  my  heart  with  the  most  affectionate  and  devoted 
'  gratitude.  I  more  and  more  look  forward  to  the 
'  day  when,  with  a  safe  conscience,  It  shall  be 


*  my  happy  lot  to  find    myself    on    Americu 

*  ground," 

Mr.  Waafield  said,  the  resolutions  now  aodn 
consideration,  which  were  ortg^nallj  introduced 
by  his  friena  and  colleague,  had  his  entire  aod 
most  cordial  approbation.  It  is  not,  said  Mr.W^ 
my  purpose  on  this  occasion  to  recount  the  signal 
services  rendered  to  this  country,  when  in  hernt- 
most  need,  bv  the  great,  the  good,  the  iliustrioiB 
Lafayette:  they  have  been  expatiated  ou  brtlie 
gentleman  from  Louisiana.  (Mr.  Livingstos:) 
they  are  in  the  distinct  recollection  of  every  men* 
ber  of  this  House;  they  are  indelibly  imprinied 
on  every  American  heart;  they  are  recorded; 
they  adorn  the  faithful  page  of  hist(»7,  and  wit 
be  read  and  admired  by  ages  ^et  to  come.  My 
only  object,  said  Mr.  W.,  in  rising,  is  to  exprs 
the  hope  that  those  resolutions  will  receive  tk 
unanimous  approbation  of  this  bodv,  composed  of 
the  iminediate  Representatives  ot  the  people  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

The  question  beinff  put  on  the  adoption  of  tkf 
amendment,  it  passed  unanimously  in  the  af^mt 
tive :  and  the  resolution  as  amended,  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

THE  GREEK  CAUSE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  House  tha 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oc 
the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Clay  offered  the  following,  which  he  d^ 
sired  to  lay  on  the  table  for  consideration : 

*'  Rem>htdL,  hy  ike  Senate  and  Houeeof  Bepregmia' 
tivee  of  the  Untied  Steftea  of  Amerioa  in  Congreuat 
eembtedf  That  the  people  of  these  States  woald  B«t 
see,  without  aerioas  inquietude,  any  forcible  interpoe* 
tion  by  the  AUied  Powers  of  Europe  in  behalf  ^ 
Spain,  to  reduce  to  their  former  subjection  those  pans 
of  the  continent  of  America  which  have  prodame^ 
and  established  for  themselves,  respectively,  indepea- 
dent  Governments,  and  which  have  been  solemaij 
recognised  by  the  United  Slates." 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  having  resomed 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  recommendisf 
an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expense  of  a  m»- 
sion  to  Greece. 

Mr.  Poinsett,  of  South  Carolina,  then  rose, 
and  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 

To  view  this  question  calmly  and  dispassioB- 
atdy  as  a  statesman  ought  to  do,  requires  os  w 
exercise  the  utmost  control  over  our  feelings. 

It  is  impossible  to  contemplete  the  contest  be- 
tween the  Greeks  and  (be  Turks,  so  eloquentlj 
described  by  the  gentleman  from  Massacbasetts. 
without  feeling  the  strongest  indignation  at  ^^ 
barbarous  atrocities  committed  by  the  infidel  op- 

Eressor,  and  tbe  deepest  interest  in  the  cause  of  a 
rave  people  struggling  alone,  against  fearful  odoi. 
to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  despotism. 

Our  sympathies  are  always  with  the  oppresseii— , 
our  feelings  are  always  engaged  in  the  cause  o^ 
liberty.  In  favor  of  Greece,  they  are  still  m^* 
strongly  excited  by  recollections,  which  thescboitf 
cherishes  with  delight,  and  which  are  associstw 
in  our  minds  with  every  pure  and  exalted  seor 
timent. 
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The  desceadants  of  that  illustrioas  people,  U> 
whom  we  owe  our  arts,  our  sciences,  and,  except 
OUT  religion,  every  thing  which  gives  a  charm  to 
life,  must  command  our  warmest  interest :  bat  the 
Greeks  have  other  claims  to  our  sympathies.  They 
are  not  only  heirs  of  the  immortal  fame  of  their 
ancestors — they  are  the  rivals  of  their  virtues.    In 
their  heroic  struggle  for  freedom,  they  have  exhib- 
ited a  persevering  courage,  a  spirit  of  enterprise, 
and  a  contempt  of  dangei:  and  of  suffering  worthy 
the  best  days  of  ancient  Greece.    The  enthusiasm 
aod  liberality  manifested  in  their  cause,  by  oar 
fellow-citizens  throughout  the  Union,  are,  in  the 
highest  degree,  honorable  to  their  feeiingv.    As 
men,  we  must  applaud  their  generosity,  and  may 
imitate  their  example.    But  the  duty  of  a  states- 
man is  a  stern  duty.    As  Representatives  of  the 
people,  we  have  no  right  to  indulge  our  sympa- 
thies,, however  noble,  or  to  give  way  to  our  feel- 
ings, however  generous.     We  are  to  regard  only 
the  policy  of  a  measure  submitted  to  our  consid- 
eration.   Our  first,  and  most  important  duty,  is 
to  maintain  peace,  whenever  that  can  be  done 
consistently  with  the  honor  and  safety  of  the 
nation ;  and  we  ought  to  be  slow  to  adopt  any 
measure  which  mi^ht  involve  us  in  a  war,  except 
ivhere  those  gpreat  interests  are  concerned.    The 
gentleman  disclaims  any  such  intention.    He  does 
not  believe  that  we  run  the  slightest  risk,  by 
adopting  the  resolution  on  your  table.    He  con- 
siders it  as  a  pacific  measure,  and  relies  entirely 
upon  the  discretion  of  the  President,  to  accept  or 
leject  our  recommendation,  as  the  interests  of  tlie 
countrv  may  require.    The  object  of  passine  such 
a  resolution,  can  only  be  to  five  an  impulse  to 
the  Executive^  and  to  induce  him,  by  an  expres- 
sion of  the  opinion  of  this  House,  to  send  a  com- 
mission to  Greece.    I  have  as  great  a  reliance 
upon  the  discretion  of  the  Executive  as  the  gen- 
tleman from   Massachusetts.    I  believe  that  he 
would  resist  the  sii^gestion  of  this  House  in  favor 
of  any  measure,  if  he  thought  the  public  interest 
required  him  to  do  so.    But,  unless  we  wish  and 
expect  him  to  act  upon  our  recommendation,  we 
ought  not  to  throw  upon  him,  alone,  the  respon- 
sibility of  resisting  the  strong  public  feeling, 
which  has  been  excited  on  this  subject.    The 
question  for  us  to  consider  appears  to  me  to  be, 
whether,  if  the  power  rested  with  us,  we  would 
exercise  it  jtotj^ia  extent.    I  think  we  could  not  do 
sOf  without  incurring  some  risk  of  involving  the 
country  in  a  war  foreign  to  its  interests.    Let  ut 
>Qppose  that  these  commissioners  were  to  fall  into 
^e  hands  of  the  Turlts;  an  event  by  no  means 
tnpossible,  in  the  present  state  of  Greece — what 
Would  be  their  fate  ?    The  Porte  has  not  been  re- 
iQ&rkable  for  its  strict  observance  of  the  laws  of 
n&tions,  in  its  intercourse  with   the  Powers  of 
Europe ;  and  it  is  not  probable,  that  such  a  Court 
Would  be  very  scrupulous  in  its  conduct  towards  a 
nation  whose  flag  it  has  never  acknowledged.  Or, 
let  us  imagine,  what  is  much  more  probable,  that 
on  the  rumor  of  our  bavins  taken  any  measure  in 
lavor  of  Greece,  the  barbarous  and  inturiated 
janissaries  at  Smyrna  were  to  assassinate  our 
Consul  and  fellow-ettizens  residing  there ;  might 


not  a  war  grow  out  of  such  acts  ?  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  said,  yesterday,  that  we  had 
already  taken  steps,  whiph  would  ofiend  the  Otto- 
man Porte  as  much  as  the  one  he  proposed.^ 
Money  has  been  freelyand  publicly  contributed  \ 
in  aid  of  the  Greeks.  What  we  have  done  in  that 
respect  is  common  to  all  Christian  £urope.  Lar^e 
sums  have  been  contributed  for  that  purpose  m 
England,  in  Germany,  and  even  in  Russia.  He 
said,  too,  that  |he  Executive,  in  the  Secretary's 
letter,  to  the  agent  of  the  Greek  Government,  and 
subsequently  in  his  Message  to  Congress^  has  used 
expressions  calculated  to  irritate  that  Court  as 
much  as  if  we  were  to  send  a  commission  to 
Greece.  These  expressions  of  ardent  wishes  for 
the  success  of  the  Greeks  are  honorable  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive, and  will  be  echoed  back  bv  the  nation. 
They  may  be  so  by  this  House  with  safety^  and 
that  expression  of  our  interest  in  their  welfare  and 
success  would  have  all  the  cheering  influence  the 
gentleman  anticipates  from  the  measure  he  pro- 
poses. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  in  the  consideration  of 
this  question  we  have  been  misled  by  comparing 
this  revolution  with  that  of  Spanish  America. 
And  I  have  hrard  it  argued  that,  as  we  sent  com- 
missioners to  Buenos  Ayres  witnout  rousing  the 
jealousy  of  any  nation,  and  recognised  the  inde- 
pendence of  those  Governments  without  exciting 
the  hostility  of  Spain,  we  may  do  the  same  in  re- 
lation to  Greece,  without  ofiending  any  nation  in 
Europe. 

Independently  of  the  difierent  attitude  it  be- 
comes us  to  assume  towards  America,  there  is 
no  similarity  in  the  two  cases.  When  we  adopt- 
ed the  first  measure,  Buenos  Ayres  had  been  inde- 
pendent, de  factOf  for  more  than  eight  years,  and 
Spain  had  not,  during  the  whole  of  that  period, 
made  the  slightest  eSbrt  to  recover  possession 
of  that  country.  When  we  recognised  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  American  Governments  south  of 
us,  they  were  all  free,  from  the  Sabine  to  the  La 
Plata.  The  tide  could  not  be  rolled  back ;  but,  in 
whatever  light  Spain  may  have  regarded  our  con- 
duct on  those  occasions,  the  situation  of  the  in- 
ternal concerns  of  that  country  prevented  any 
manifestation  of  its  resentment.  No,  sir ;  it  is  to 
Europe  that  we  must  look  for  a  case  parallel  to 
that  of  Greece.  Let  us  suppose  that  the  Italian 
States  had  made  an  attempt  to  shake  off  the  iron 
yoke  of  Austria,  would  there  be  any  doubt  as  to 
the  course  of  policjr  this  country  ought  to  pursue 
in  that  ease  ?  Or,  if  Poland  were  again  to  make 
a  desperate  efibrt  to  recover  its  liberties,  and  to 
re-establish  its  political  existence,  that  gallant  na- 
tion would  have  a  claim  to  our  sympathies.  Yet, 
I  apprehend  we  should  hesitate  before  we  took  any 
step  which  might  offend  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 
Is  there  a  country  on  earth  in  whose  fate  we  feel  a 
deeper  interest  than  in  that  of  Ireland  1  A  brtfver 
or  more  generous  nation  does  not  exist.  Her  ex- 
iled patriots  have  taken  refuge  here,  and  are  among 
our  most  useful  and  distinguished  citizens.  They 
are  identified  with  us,  and  the  land  which  gave 
them  birth  must  always  inspire  us  with  the  warm- 
est interest.    But,  if  the  Irish  were  to  make  a  gen- 
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eral  effort  to  separate  tbemsel^ec  from  England, 
we  should  pause  before  we  adopted  a  measure 
Which  might  be  interpreted  by  Great  Britain  as 
an  interference  with  her  domestic  policy.    And 
yet  the  Turks  are  more  regardless  ot  the  laws  of 
nations,  more  violent  in  character,  and  more  reck- 
less of  consequences,  than  any  Power  in  Europe. 
It  has  been  said  that  when  we  exercise  an  un- 
doubted right,  we  ought  not  to  regard  consequen- 
ce.    This  may  be  magnanimous  language  to 
hold,  but  would  such  conduct  be  prudent  in  this 
case  ?    We  may  despise  the  power  of  Turkey,  and 
Egypt,  and  Barbary,  united,  but  can  we  be  certain 
that,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  we  should  have  only 
to  contend  with  them  ?    The  condi^ct  of  Great 
Britain  and  of  the  allies,  in  relation  to  the  contest, 
which  has  been  so  fully  dwelt  upon,  ^nd  so  ably 
exposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
ought  to  convince  us  that  they  would  regard  any 
interference  on  our  part  with  great  jealousy.  They 
have  repeatedly  declared  that  they  would  discour- 
age any  change  in  the  present  state  of  possession 
of  the  great  European  Powers,  among  wnich  Tur- 
key holds  a  station  which  might  strengthen  one 
or  lessen  the  secority  of  another ;  and  that  they 
would  discountenance  any  act  calculated  to  can 
forth  .a  new  order  of  things,  the  issue  of  which  it 
would  be  impossible  to  predict.    The  reasons  for 
these  declarations  are  obvious.    Every  Power  in 
JSurope  balances  between  its  terror  ol  revolution- 
ary principles,  and  its  dread  of  the  augmenting 
power  of  Russia.    The  independence  of  Greece 
alarms  their  fears  in  both  these  respects.    The  first 
revolutionary  movement  in  that  country  was  sup- 
ported by,  if  it  did  not  emanate  from,  an  associa- 
tion in  Germany.    The  succors  afibrded  bv  the 
Philhellenic  societies  in  Germany,  Switzerland, 
and  Italy,  have  contributed  largely  to  the  success 
of  the  patriots.    The  revolution  of  Greece  broke 
out  simultaneously  with  that  of  Piedmont ;  and 
the  agents  of  the  Greek  Government  have  most 
imprudently  boasted  of  the  effect  which  the  liber- 
ties of  Greece  would  be  likely  to  produce  on  the 
neighboring  States.    And  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  establishment  of  free  institutions  in  Greece 
would  have  a  powerful  influence  on  the  minds  of 
the  enthusiastic  Italians  and  Germans. 

For  these  reasons,  among  others  even  more  sel- 
fish, Austria  has  been  hostile  to  this  rerolutionfirom 
its  commencement.  France  is  opposed  to  any 
change  in  the  present  state  of  possession  of  the 
great  European  Powrn^  which  might  grow  out 
of  the  dismembeirment  of  Turkey.  Sncb  an  event 
coold  not  augment  her  strength,  and  might  lessen 
her  security.  For  obvious  reasons,  that  Power, 
in  common  with  all  others  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  is  averse  to  the  establishment  of  any  new 
Republic.  G^eat  Britain,  throughout  this  con- 
test, has  evinced  a  desire  to  preserve  the  inteffritv 
ofthe  Turkish  empire.  The  Ionian  islands,  wnicn 
are  under  her  dominion,  have  not  only  been  pro- 
.  hibited  from  taking  a  part  in  the  war,  and  the 
inhabitants  disarmed,  but  the  ports  of  those  islands 
have  been  made  places  of  deposite  for  gr<^tD  &nd 
other  supplies  for  the  Turkish  fleets.  The  only 
act  of  Great  Britain  which  can  be  regarded  as  at 


all  favorable  to  the.  Greeks,  is  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  blockades ;  an  act  of  justice  whicd 
could  not  be  refused  to  the  relative  position  of  tJu 
two  parties.  The  prevailing  opinion  appears  tfi 
be,  that,  united  by  the  bond  of  one  common  reli- 
gion, Greece,  as  the  ally,  or  as  the  dependant  of 
Russia,  would,  by  means  of  her  formidable  aft- 
rine,  render  irresistible  that  already  colossal  Pow- 
er. Great  Britain  appears  to  have  regarded  the 
dismemberment  and  partition  of  Turaey,  asi 
necessary  consequence  of  a  rupture  between  the 
Power  and  Russia.  To  prevent  this,  all  her  is- 
fluenee  has  been  exerted,  and  no  reasonable  doobt 
exists,  that,  if  negotiation  had  failed  to  eSfC 
an  accommodation  between  them,  Great  Britak 
would  have  appeared  in  arms  as  the  ally  of  tbe 
Porte. 

The  course  of  policy  pursued  by  Russia,  ce 
this  occasion,  has  been  so  fully  devdoped  by  tk 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  it  is  UDB^ 
eessary  for  me  to  dwell  upon  it.  The  sacred  ob- 
ligations of  that  Power  to  protect  the  Greeks,  ao4 
even  its  long  conceived  projects  of  agg^uIdIZ^ 
ment,  appear  to  have  yielded  to  the  dread  of  a- 
couraging  revolution.  In  whatever  light  we  nar 
regard  a  policy  which  sacrificoB  to  its  selfish  rkm 
the  rights  of  humanity  and  justice,  and  the  claiic 
of  a  suffering  Christian  people,  in  matters  relatifif 
exclasively  to  Europe,  we  ought  not  to  interfere 
We  cannot  do  so  without  departing  from  xhost 
principles  of  sound  policy  which  have  hitfaene 
guided  our  councils,  and  directed  our  condaeL 
Any  interference  on  our  part,  in  favor  of  a  caose 
which  not  even  remotely  affects  our  interesi^ 
could  only  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  crQ5a(k. 
and  might  injure  the  Greeks  by  alarming  ths 
fears  of  the  Allied  Powers.  They  already  dine 
the  moral  influence  of  our  republican  institutioDs; 
let  us  not  make  i^t  their  interesL  and  give  them  a 
pretext,  to  attack  us,  by  going  forth  to  disturb  tk 
integrity  of  their  possessions,  or  the  security  of 
their  monarchical  governments  in  Europe.  TIr 
distinction  drawn  by  the  President  in  his  last 
Message,  marks  the  true  and  the  only  safe  course 
of  policy  for  this  country  to  pursue.  Mr.  P.  b^ 
quoted  the  Message : 

<*  A  strong  hope  has  been  entertained,  tbuDded  oa 
the  heroic  struggle  of  the  Greeks,  that  th»j  wooAd 
succeed  in  their  contest,  and  resume  their  eqaal  tta- 
tion  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.     It  is  befiered 
that  the  whole  civilised  world  takes  a  deep  iaterwi  in 
their  welfare.     Although  no  power  has  declared  ia 
their  favor,  yet  none,  aceording  to  oar  ioformatioBt 
baa  taken  part  against  them.     Their  csose  and  their 
name  have  protected  them  from  dangers,  which  oigkl. 
ere  this,  have  overwhelmed  any  other  people.   The 
ordinary  ealcnlations  of  interest  and  of  acqoiatio"* 
with  a  view  to  aggrandisement,  which  mingle  to  aim 
in  the  transactions  of  nataons^  seem  to  have  bad  m 
efiect  m  regard  to  them.    From  the  facU  wbicb  liavt 
come  to  our  knowledge,  there  is  good  cause  to  belicv* 
that  their  enemy  has  lost  forever  all  domifiioD  v^ 
them ;  that  Greece  will  become  again  an  indepeodea* 
nation.    That  she  may  obtain  that  rank,  is  the  object 
of  our  moat  ardent  wishea." 

Mr.  P.  then  referred  also  to  the  followiof  Irt'O" 
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of  the  See^tary  of  Sttte,  recently  communicated 
10  CoDgress : 

"Department  op  State, 

Waehinfften^  Aug,  18,  1823. 

8ib:  I  bive  the  honor  of  enctonng,  herewith,  an 
iDfwer  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Luriottb,  the  Agent  of 
tbe  Greeke,  addroeeed  to  me,  and  a  copy  of  which  was 
tnnamitted  with  your  deapatch,  No.  Wb. 

If,  on  the  receipt  of  thia  letter,  Mr.  Lariottb  ahoald 
•till  be  in  London,  it  will  be  deairable  that  you  ahoald 
deliTer  it  to  him  in  peraon,  accompanied  with  auch  re- 
narks  and  eiplanationa  aa  may  aatiafy  him,  aad  those 
whom  ha  repreaeots,  that,  in  declining  the  propoaal  of 
giving  active  aid  to  the  cauf^e  of  Grecian  emancipation, 
the  Executive  Government  of  the  United  Statea  haa 
been  governed,  not  by  ita  inclinationa,  or  a  aentiment 
of  indifference  to  the  cauae,  bat  by  ita  Conaiitational 
doties,  clear  and  aneqaivocal. 

The  United  Statea  could  give  aaaistance  to  the  Greeks 
only  by  the  application  of  some  portion  of  their  poblic 
force,  or  of  their  poblic  revenue,  in  their  fiivor,  and  it 
would  eooatitate  them  in  a  atateof  war  with  the  Otto* 
Bin  Porte,  and  perhaps  with  all  the  Barbary  Powers. 
To  make  this  disposal,  either  of.  force  or  of  treasord, 
yoa  tie  aware,  k,  by  oar  Conatitation,  not  within  the 
eompeteacy  of  the  EzaentiTe.  ]x  could  be  ditarmiaad 
only  by  an  act  of  Congieaa,  whidk  would  aasoredly 
not  be  adopted,  should  it  even  bo  recamnanded  by  the 
Sxscstive. 

The  policy  of  the  Uoitad  States^  writh  releranoe  to 
£»raga  nationa,  has  always  been  founded  upon  the 
aonl  principle  of  natural  taw — ^peace  with  all  man- 
kind. From  whatever  cause  war  between  other  na- 
tions, whether  foreign  or  domestic,  has  arisen,  the  un- 
vvying  law  of  the  United  Stetes  haa  been,  peace  with 
both  belligere nia.  From  the  first  war  of  the  French 
Revolotion,  to  tbe  recent  invasion  of  Spain,  there  haa 
^Q  a  ittocessioo  o(  wars,  national  and  ciril,  in  almost 
eveiy  one  of  which  one  of  the  parties  waa  contending 
for  hberty,  or  independence.  In  the  first  Revolution- 
"7  war,  a  strong  impulse  of  feeling  urged  the  people 
of  the  United  States  to  side  with  the  party  which,  at 
ill  cofflnencement,  waa  canteading,  apparently,  at 
iMit,  for  both.  Had  the  poliey  of  the  United  States 
^\  been  efsentially  pacific,  a  stronger  cmo  to  claim 
|h«r  ioteiierenee  coold  aearcely  have  been  preaented. 
They  nevertheloaa  dedaied  .themeelvee  neutral,  and 
^  principle,  then  deliberately  settled,  haa  been  in- 
nriably  adhered  to  ever  aince. 

With  regard  to  the  recognition  of  aovereign  Statea, 
and  the  establishment  with  them  of  a  diplomatic  inter- 
^une,  the  experience  of  the  lot  thirty  years  has 
Hrved  also  to  asfertain  the  limits  proper  for  the  appli- 
cation of  principles,  in  which  every  nation  mast  ezer- 
cae  loine  latitude  of  discretion.  Precluded,  by  their 
luatnl  position,  from  interiering  in  the  question  of 
^t,  the  United  Sutes  have  recognised  the  fact  of 
»('«gn  aovereignty,  only  when  it  waa  undiaputed,  or 
wtputed  without  any  rational  proapect  of  snccees.  In 
tbie  manner,  the  successive  changes  of  government  in 
jBany  of  the  European  Sutea,  and  the  revolutionary 
Wernments  of  South  America,  have  been  acknowU 
fd^ed.  The  condition  of  the  Greeks  is  not  yet  such 
••will  admit  of  the  recognition  upon  these  principles. 

Yet,  at  wA  cherish  the  most  friendly  feelings  towards 
tbeiB,  and  are  sincerely  disposed  to  render  them  any 
^•r^ce,  which  may  be  compatible  writh  our  neutrality, 
^  will  give  us  pleasure  to  learn,  from  time  to  time,  the 
•ctual  state  of  their  cause,  political  and  military. 


Should  Mr.  Lnriottis  be  enabled  and  diapoaed  to  fur^ 
nish  this  information,  it  may  always  be  eoibmanicated 
through  you,  and  will  be  received  with  satisfaction 
here.  The  public  accounts  from  that  quarter  have 
been,  of  late,  very  scanty,  and  we  ahall  be  glad  to  ob- 
tain any  authentic  particulars  which  may  come  to  your 
knowledge,  from  this,  or  through  any  other  channel. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  humble  and 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS." 

The  letter  of  tbe  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
Agent  of  tbe  Greek  Gov^emment,  corroborates  this 
view  of  our  policy,  and,  if  taken  together,  clearly 
shows  the  views  of  the  Executive  in  relation  to 
our  foreign  policy. 

In  this  hemisphere  we  have  already  taken  the 
station  which  it  becomes  us  to  hold.  We  have 
been  the  first  to  recognise  the  free  States  of  North 
and  South  America,  and  the  honor  and  safety  of 
this  coontrv  require  us  to  defend  them  from  the 
attacks  of  tne  confederated  monarchs  of  Europe. 
We  are  called  upon,  by  every  consideration,  to  re- 
sist them,  shoula  they  attempt  to  extend  their  plans 
of  conquest  and  legitimacv  to  America ;  tor,  if 
they  succeed  in  that  unhallowed  enterprise,  the 
indejpendence  of  nations  will  be  but  a  name. 

Tnnt  there  are  indications  of  such  intentions, 
no  one  will  deny.  The  King  of  Spain  has  pro- 
claimed his  determination  to  employ  force  to  re- 
cover his  American  dominions.  Even  be  is  not 
weak  enough  to  undertake  an  enterprise  of  such 
magnitude  with  the  resources  of  Spain  alone.  The 
Envoyof  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  sent  to  congrat- 
ulate Ferdinand  on  his  restoration  to  the  fulness 
of  his  legitimate  authority,  or,  in  other  words,  to 
the  right  of  tyrannizing  over  his  subjects  without 
control,  expresses  the  wishes  of  his  august  master 
that  the  benefits  now  enjoyed  by  his  subjects  in 
Eoroi>e  may  be  extended  to  his  dominions  in 
America.  In  reply  to  our  call  for  information 
upon  that  subject,  the  President  indirectly  tells  us, 
that  some  combined  movement  against  America 
is  to  be  apprehended.  Indeed,  we  maj  see  the 
storm  gathering  in  all  the  signs  of  the  times. 

And  at  this  portentoas  crisis,  when  we  may  be 
compelled  to  take  ui>  arms  to  defend  our  riehts 
and  liberties  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  shall  we 
extend  our  operations  to  the  remotest  corner  of 
Eorope?  Wnen,  to  preserve  our  political  exist- 
ence we  ought  to  concentrate  our  strength,  shall 
we  diffuse  and  weaken  it  by  engaging  in  a  distant 
irar  ?  Shall  we,  in  short,  so  give  way  to  feelings 
of  mere  charity  and  generosity,  as  to  lose  sight  of 
the  higher  obligations  of  prudence  and  self-de- 
fence ? 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  painted 
in  true  colors  the  fearful  combination  of  Sovereigiis 
against  the  liberties  of  mankind.  But,  if  there- is 
danger,  and  I  agree  with  him  that  it  is  imminent 
and  appalling,  it  is  here  that  we  ought  to  meet  it. 
A  very  slight  examination  of  our  resources,  of  the 
nature  and  character  of  our  Government  and  in- 
stitutions, will  convince  us,  that,  in  a  distant  war, 
foreign  to  our  interests,  this  nation  is  Weak  as  an 
infant.    For  purposes  of  defence,  in  a  war  that 
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would  unite  all  our  resources,  and  rouse  the  ener- 
gies of  the  people,  we  are  strong  a«  Hercules. 

I  repeat,  that  if  there  is  danger  to  be  appre' 
hended  from  the  avowed  principles  of  the  Holy 
Alliance,  it  is  in  America  that  we  must  resist 
them.  Like  the  generous  animal,  which  is  the 
emblem  of  this  country,  let  us  not  go  forth  to  seek 
enemies.  If  they  threaten  us,  let  our  warning  be 
heard  over  the  waves,  in  the  voices  of  millions  of 
freemen,  resolved  to  maintain  their  liberties.  If 
they  approach  our  shores  with  hostile  intent,  we 
may  arise  in  the  collected  strength  of  a  great  na- 
tion, and  hurl  destruction  on  the  foes  of  freedom 
and  of  America. 

I  think,  sir,  that  any  resolutions  we  pass  on  this 
subject  ott^ht  to  be  expressive  of  our  policy  and 
of  the  position  we  occupy  in  relation  to  Europe, 
and  that  which  we  are  resolved  to  assume  in  rela- 
tion to  America ;  and,  with  that  view,  I  propose 
the  following  resolution  as  a  substitute  for  those 
offered  by  my  friend  from  Massachusetts : 

"  Resohed,  That  this  House  view  with  deep  inter- 
esty  the  heroic  struggle  of  the  Greeks  to  elevate  them- 
selves to  the  rank  of  a  free  and  independent  nation ; 
and  anitewith  the  President  in  the  sentiments  he  has 
expressed  in  their  favor:  in  sympathy  for  their  suffer- 
ings, in  interest  in  their  welfkre,  and  in  ardent  wishes 
for  their  success.'* 

Mr.  Randolph  then  rose  and  said,  that  this 
was  perhaps  one  of  the  finest  and  the  prettiest 
themes  for  declamation  ever  presented  to  a  delib- 
erative assembly.  But  it  appeared  to  him  in  a 
light  very  different  from  aby  that  had  as  yet  been 
thrown  upon  it.  He  looked  at  the  measure  as 
one  fraugnt  with  deep  and  deadly  danger  to  the 
best  interests  and  to  the  liberties  or  the  American 
people;  aiid  so  satisfied  was  he  of  this,  that  he 
Bad  been  constrained  by  that  conviction  to  over- 
come the  almost  insuperable  repugnance  he  felt 
to  throwing  himself  upon  the  notice  of  the  House, 
bift  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  raise  his  voice  against 
both  the  propositions.  He  would  not  at  this  time 
go  at  length  into  the  subject;  his  intention,  in 
rising,  was  merely  to  move  that  the  Committee 
rise,  and  that  both  of  the  resolutions  might  be 
printed.  He  wished  to  have  some  time  to  think 
of  this  business — to  deliberate,  before  we  took  this 
leap  in  the  dark  into  the  Archipelago  or  the 
Black  Sea,  or  into  the  wide  mouth  of^  the  La 
Plata.  He  might  be  permitted  to  add  one  or  two 
other  views.  He  knew,  he  said,  that  the  post  of 
honor  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  House^  the  post 
of  toil  and  of  difficulty  on  this  side }  if,  indeed, 
anybody  should  be  with  him  on  this  side.  It  was 
Va  difficult  and  an  invidious  task  to  stem  the  tor- 
Vent  of  public  sentiment  when  all  the  generous 
feelings  of  the  human  heart  were  appealed  to. 
But,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  was  delegated  to  this 
House  to  guard  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  not  to  guard  the  rights  of  other 
>eople ;  and  it  it  was  doubted,  even  m  the  case  of 
~lngland,  that  land  fertile  above  all  others  (not 
excepting  Greece  herself)  in  great  men — if  it  was 
doubtful  vyhether  her  interference  in  the  politics 
of  the  Continent,  though  separated  from  it  only  by 
a  narrow  frith,  were  either  for  her  honor  or  ad- 


^ 


vantage ;  if  the  effect  of  that  interferenee  has  been 
a  monumental  debt,  that  paralyzes  the  arm  that 
certainly  would  have  struck  for  Spain,  can  it  bt 
for  us  to  seek  in  the  very  bottom  of  the  Mfdito* 
ranean  for  a  quarrel  with  the  OttcNDan  Porter 
And  this  while  we  have  an  ocean  rolling  betwea? 
While  we  are  in  that  sea  withoot  a  single  pot 
in  which  to  refit  a  ship  ?  And  while  the  Poven 
of  Barbary  lie  in  succession  in  our  path  7  Sbafl 
we  open  -this  Pandora's  box  of  political  eriist 
It  has  been  wisely  and  truly  said,  that  it  b 
possible  the  mere  rumor  of  our  interference  mf 
produce  at  Constantinople,  or  at  Smyrna,  tk 
which  will  drive  as  at  once  into  a  war.  Wc 
all  know  the  connexion  that  subsists  betwea 
the  Barbary  States  and  what  we  msty  deoom^ 
nate  the  Mother  Power.  Are  we  prepared  fori 
war  with  these  pirates?  (not  that  we  are  not  per- 
fectly competent  to  such  a  war,  but)  does  it  «& 
our  nuances  ?  Does  it,  sir,  suit  our  magnifices: 
project  of  roads  and  oanab?  Does  it  suit  tk 
temper  of  our  people?  Does  it  promote  their  it- 
terests?  Will  it  add  to  their  happineaal  Str, 
why  did  we  remain  supine,  while  Piedatoot  aai 
Naples  were  crushed  by  Austria?  Why  did  v? 
stand  aloof,  while  the  Spanish  peninsula  wt; 
again  reduced  under  legitimate  govemnient?  If 
we  did  not  interfere  then,  why  now  ?  Sir,  I  rde 
you  to  the  memorable  attempted  interference  c; 
that  greatest  of  statesmen,  when  he  was  Id  tk 
zenith  of  his  glory — when  all  his  dazzling  heim 
were  unshorn.  You  know  I  mean  Mr.  Pitt;  ad 
I  refer  you,  as  a  commentary  of  that  attempts^ 
interference,  to  the  speech  of^  Mr.  Fox — a  speed 
fraught  with  the  wisdom  of  a  real  statesmac- 
[Here  Mr.  R.  paused.] 

When  he  resumed,  he  said :  I  perceive,  sir. ! 
have  overcalculated  my  strength.  I  feel  tbati 
am  not  what  I  was.  The  effort  of  speakinf  is 
too  much  for  me.  The  physical  effort  has  stts* 
pended  (as,  when  physical  effort  is  violent,  it  al- 
ways does)  the  intellectual  power.  What  I  w'M 
to  say  was,  that  this  quixotism  in  regard,  ei(i» 
to  Greece  or  to  South  America,  or,  I  will  a<y. 
to  North  America,  (so  much  of  it  as  lies  withis 
our  own  boundary,  yon  know  I  mean  Mexico,, 
that  this  quixotism  is  not  what  the  sober  and  re- 
flecting minds  of  our  p^eople  require  at  our  bands. 
Sir,  we  are  in  debt  as  inditidoals,  and  we  are  i& 
debt  as  a  nation ;  and  never,  since  the  dafs  ot 
Saul  and  David,  of  Cssar  and  Catiline,  could  a 
more  unpropitious  period  have  been  foaod  for 
such  an  undertaking.  The  state  of  society  i$  toe 
much  disturbed.  There  is  always,  in  a  debtor*  a 
tendency  either  to  torpor  or  to  desperation;  oeitkff 
is  friendly  to  such  deliberations.  But  he  woaH 
suspend  what  he  had  further  to  say  on  the  salh 
ject.  '  For  himself,  he  saw  as  much  danger,  and 
more,  in  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  gentleni>& 
from  Kentucky,  as  in  that  of  the  gentleman  iioB 
Massachusetts.  The  war  that  may  follow  on  tiie 
one,  is  a  distant  war^lt  lies  on  the  other  side  et 
the  ocean.  The  war  that  may  be  induced  by  t» 
other,  is  a  war  at  hand — it  is  on  the  same  conti- 
nent. He  was  equally  opposed  to  the  amcndnwa^ 
as  well  as  to  that  which  had  since  been  offered  to 
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the  originai  resolalioBs.  Let  os  look  a  little  fur- 
ther at  ail  of  them.  Let  us  sleep  upon  them,  be- 
fore we  pass  resolutions,  whieh  I  will  not 'Bay  are 
mere  books  to  hang  speeches  on,  and  therebv  com- 
mit the  nation  to  a  war,  the  issue  of  whica  it  is 
DOt  eiven  to  human  sagacity  to  calculate. 

Mr.  CuTHBERT,  of  Georgia,  hoped  that  the  mo- 
tion to  rise  would  preva tl.  The  tesfA utions  of  the 
gentlemen  on  the  Greek  question  covered,  of  them- 
selves, very  important  and  very  delicate  ground, 
but  that  which  the  honorable  Speaker  had  since 
of^red,  added  to  the  others,  threw  open  for  dis- 
cQssioo  the  entire  field  of  our  foreign  relations ; 
and  it  was  certainly  proper  that  they  should  all 
be  prioted,  and  submitted  to  the  most  4eliberate 
reflection. 

Mr.  Clat  then  rose,  and  said  he  hoped  the 
Committee  would  not  rise.  He  trusted  that  gen- 
tlemen were  now  prerared  to  act  on  the  resolu- 
tions, with  respect  to  Greece ;  and  as  to  that  which 
he  bad  himself  submitted,  and  which  the  gentle- 
msD  from  Virginia  had,  he  mustsa^,  gratuitously, 
aDd  without  just  reason  alluded  to  in  his  observa- 
tioos,  it  was  by  no  meaos  his  wish  that  it  should 
be  BOW  considered.  He  had  distt&ctly  stated,  at 
the  time  he  offered  it,  that  he  wished  merely  to 
lay  it  on  the  table,  that  it  might  be  reflected  on. 
At  a  proper  time  he  should  call  it  up  for  diacuii- 
sioQ.  He  would,  however,  incictentally  remark, 
since  it  bad  been  made  the  subject  of  animadver- 
sion, what  he  hoped  incontrovertibly  to  prove,  that 
that  resolution,  or  something  like  it,  must  be  adopt- 
ed, or  we  might  prepare  to  surrender  our  liberty. 
If  the  gentleman  wished  time  to  consider  it,  he 
shottld  be  accommodated  ;  he  might  take  days,  or 
weeb,  if  he  pleased,  for  more  mature  reflection ; 
but  if  the  liberty  of  the  country  was  worth  pre- 
senring  we  must  rouse  oiKseives— we  most  take 
decided  ground,  or  we  are  gone,  at  least  in  pros- 
pect. He  trusted  that  the  Committee  would  now 
proceed :  he  pledged  himself  to  show  to  it  Chat 
this  tocsin  of  war,  which  had  been  soimded  with 
so  moch  effect  from  one  side  of  the  House  to  the 
other,  was,  when  exanDuned,  a  mere  creataie  of  the 
imaeination.  He  hoped  that  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  would  be  adopt- 
ed. The  measure  for  which  it  prepared,  was  in 
^rict  aceordanee  with  the  policy  of  this  country, 
and  with  the  practice  of  all  our  Presidents,  from 
Uie  days  of  our  immortal  Wasbington  to  this 
bour.  He  was  disposed  to  accord  to  the  gentle- 
ntto  from  Virginia  every  reasonable  accoromo- 
j^tion;  but,  ad[«d  Mr.  C.,  ha^  it  come  to  this? 
Have  we  yet  to  make  up  our  minds  on  the  qae»- 
tion  of  the  Greek  cause?  Has  there,  then,  been 
no  pillow  refleetions  on  such  a  subject  ?  Is  it  now 
^t  we  are  for  the  first  time  to  *' sleep  ufwn  it?" 
He  trusted  not.  He  did  hope  that,  ere  this  time, 
every  gentleman  had  made  up  his  mind  on  such 
*  (|aestion.  The  proposition  is  before  us.  It  asks 
ti«  to  speak  a  cheering  word  to  the  Greeks.  Gen- 
«tlemen  had  onlv  to  say  yes  ot  no.  That  mono- 
'yllable  was  all  that  was  asked  of  them.  Let 
tbem  ny,  distinctly,  whether  they  would  give  so 
iBoch  encouragement  as  this  to  a  nation  of  op- 
pressed and  struggling  patriots  in  arms,  or  whether 


they  would  shut  themselves  up  in  a  cold,  shiver- 
ing, contracted,  but  mistaken  policy,  which  most 
in  the  end  react  upon  ourselves.  Ir,  in  a  proposi- 
tion so  simple,  sq  plain,  so  harmless,  so  free  from 
all  real  danger  as  this,  we  were  to  shut  oar  hearts 
from  the  influence  of  every  generous,  every  manly 
feeling,  let  gentlemen  say  so  at  once.  But  he 
could  tell  t^  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  he 
who  follows  the  dictates  of  a  heart  warmed  with 
humanity^  and  with  the  love  of  freedom,  has  a 
better  guide  than  that  cold,  unfeeling,  pence* 
calculating  policy,  which  shrinks  before  it  is  men- 
aced, and  will  never  do  a  noble  deed,  for  fear  of 
some  remote,  possible  consequence  of  conceivable 
danger. 

Mr.  RANnoLPH,  in  reply,  explained  the  object 
of  his  motion,  which  was  simply  to  have  the  sev- 
eral resolutions  printed,  that  they  might  be  better 
cotnpared  and  considered.  He  begged  the  pardon 
of  the  gentlemao  *,  he  did  not  mean  to  interfere 
with  his  resolution.  He  presumed  (judging  from 
the  source  from  which  the  observations  just  uttered 
had  proceeded)  they  were  held  to  be  perfectly  in 
order ;  but  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  would 

Erdon  him,  if  the  lofty  promises  that  gentleman 
d  given,  with  respect  to  what  he  would  show 
and  prove  when  his  resolution  came  to  be  con- 
sidered, left  his  mind  somewhat  in  doubt  as  to 
their  realization.  He  recollected  that,  in  the  case 
latelv  before  the  House,  on  the  motion  of  his  hon- 
orable colleague,  promises  equally  large  had  been 
^iven  hj  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  which, 
m  his  judgment,  had  failed  of  their  fulfilment.- 
He  certainly  had  not  spent  so  many  sleepless 
nights  in  Washington  without  reflecting,  and 
without  making  up  his  opinion,  on  the  question 
of  Greece,  and  of  that  or  South  America  too; 
but  he  did  not  hold  this  to  be  any  reason  why  the 
respective  resolutions  which  had  been  offered  on 
those  subjects  should  not  be  printed.  As  to  con- 
sulting, in  legislation,  the  h«irt  rather  than  the 
head,  he  had,  indeed,  learned,  from  moch  higher 
authority  than  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, that  our  passions  may  sometimes  instruct 
our  reason;  but  the  question  was,  whether  the 
present  was  one  of  those  cases? 

Mr.  CuiT,  in  answer,  said,  that  he  had  pre* 
seated  his  lesolotion  in  no  invidious  spirit;  be 
had  soDply  read  it,  and  asked  to  lay  it  on  the 
table;  and  any  thing  that  had  since  fallen  from 
him  respecting  it,  had  been  drawn  forth  entirelf 
Iw  the  allusions  to  it  in  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had,  unnecessarily  he  must  think,  in- 
dulged himself.  As  to  the  realization  of  promises, 
it  was  possible,  in  the  instance  referred  to,  he 
might,  m  the  judgment  of  the  gentleman,  have 
failed ;  but  that  gentleman  was  one  with  whom, 
in  any  effort  he  might  make,  he  should  not  calcu- 
late on  much  success.  Complete,  however,  as  his 
failure  might  have  been,  he  would  venture  to 
assure  that  gentleman,  that  it  not  been  greater 
than  his  would  be  in  attempting  to  prove  the  dan- 
ger he  had  attributed  to  the  resolution  now  before 
the  Committee.  Observations  of  this  kind,  be 
said,  were  painful — they  were  extorted  from  him 
with  reluctance.    He  hoped  the  diacossion  woald 
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be  conducted  calmly,  fairly,  and  with  good  feel- 
ings. So  £ar  as  his  owto  resolution  was  coa- 
cerned,  he  could  assure  that  gentleman,  and  every 
other,  that  he  should  ever  be  re^dy^  to  afibrd  the 
amplest  time  for  deliberation  and  discussion. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  hoped  the  Commit- 
tee wtmld  rise.  The  amendment,  he  said,  m*. 
larged  the  ground  of  discussion,  and  the  resolution 
of  the  Speaker  widened  the  field  still  more.  He 
hoped,  fpr  his  own  part,  that  the  resolutions 
would  all  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr.  WsBBTca  said,  that  he  thought  be  was  not 
without  some  reasons  for  complaint,  that  matter 
irrelevant  to  the  subject  of  his  resolution,  and 
proving,  in  effect,  a  substitute,  rather  than  an 
amendment,  had  been  permitted  to  take  the  latter 
form;  contrary,  as  he  believed,  to  a  rule  of  the 
House,  which  forbids  it.  He  did  not  refer  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Speaker,  since  that  was  distinct, 
and  its  discussion  not  now  insisted  o|^;  but  he  re- 
ferred, especially,  to  the  latter  of  the  two  resolu- 
tions offered  by  the  gentlonan  from  South  Caro- 
lina. 

[The  Chairman  here  reminded  Mr.  W.  that  the 
latter  of  these  resolutions  had  been  withdrawn.**] 

Mr.  CuTHBBRT,  of  Greorgia,  repeated  the  eipre»- 
sion  of  his  hope  that  the  Committee  would  rise ; 
and  some  of  the  reasons  he  had  before  given,  he 
now  insisted  on  more  largely.  He  glanced  at  the 
possible  consequences  of  approaching  the  shores  of 
any  of  the  European  Powers,  at  the  very  time  we 
are  about  to  denounce  their  approach  to  ours;  and 
the  connexion  between  the  measures  referred  to  in 
the  preseat  resolution,  and  those  of  the  allied  mon- 
archs  in  relation  to  South  America.  The  policy 
of  this  country  was  isolated  and  peculiar ;  the  na- 
tion was  unique  in  its  circumstances,  and  must 
be  carefully  guarded,  &c.  If  the  honorable  Speak- 
er apprehended  no  danger  of  any  attempt  on  South 
America,  he  would  not  have  penned  the  resolution 
on  the  table.  He  knew  his  lofty  and  proud  spirit 
too  well  to  suspect  him  of  gasconading,  where 

*  Mr.  PoiHSETT,  at  the  eonclumoo  of  his  remariti 
!on  Tuesday,  in  repit  to  Mr.  Wsbstxb,  on  the  Greek 
y^ation,  Bubmittad  two  reaolotiooa,  aa  an  amendment 
^to  that  ofiered  by  the  ffenileman  from  Masaachuaetta^ 
/  the  one  in  raierence  to  Greeee,  and  anothar  in  reia* 
tioa  to  the  independent  Govemmenta  South  of  the 
United  States.     The  latter  was  withdrawn  by  him»  in 
conaequence  of  a  reaolution  to  a  aimilar  efbet  having 
been  .laid  upon  tbe  table  by  the  Speaker.     Thia  ex- 
planation is  necessary  to  an  understanding  of  Mr.  Rav« 
dolph's  (and  efpecially  of  Mr.  Wxbster's)  remarks. 
The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Poinsett,  but  after- 
warda  withdrawn,  was  in  the  following  words: 

'*  Resolved,  That  this  Houae  concur  in  the  aenti- 
roenta  expressed  by  the  Preaident,  in  relation  to  this 
hemisphere,  and  would  view  any  attempt  to  oppress 
or  control  the  free  Governmenta  of  America  South  of 
ua,  by  the  Allied  Powers  of  Europe,  as  daogeroua  to 
the  peace  and  happinesa  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
aach  measures  aa  may  be  deemed  expedient  to  protect 
them  from  the  ottacks  of  any  Power,  other  than  that 
of  Spain  alone,  and  unassiatcd,  will  meet  its  cordial 
snyporf 


there  was  no  danger  to  be  feared.  He  did  not 
suspect  him  of  it — ^he  knew  him  better.  He. 
therefore,  hoped  for  further  time  to  ddiberate. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  risiiijg  and  re- 
porting, and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative— yeas 
84,  nays  89. 

Mr.  DwifiHT,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  ha 
was  sure  the  House  would  appreciate  the  embar- 
rassn&ent  he  felt  himself  under  in  rising  to  address 
the  Committee,  at  a  moment  when  they  had  jetf 
been  touched  by  the  magic  wand  of  the  eloquence 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  the  honoit- 
hie  Speaker  of  the  House.  But,  ha  vine  had  Uie 
honor  of  bringing  the  snbiect  embraced  hy  the  res- 
olution then  upon  the  table  before  the  House,  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  he  should  think  him* 
self  culpabioj  did  he,  on  this  occasion,  omit  to  a^4 
his  eiSoTta  (reeble  aa  they  might  be)  to  those  of  xht 
dbtinguished  gentleman  who  had  brought  forward 
thia  resolution.  He  had  not  words,  he  said,  ts 
express  the  gratitude  he  felt  to  his  honorable  col- 
league, (Mr.  WnaaTEB,)  for  the  very  luminoes 
manner  in  which  he  had  unfolded  the  principles 
of  the  Holy  Alliance  yesterday.  He  would  not 
he  said,  again  apply  the  term  Holy  to  an  alliance, 
which  he  could  cnaracterize  in  no  other  way  thas 
as  a  conspiracy  of  sorereigna,  convened,  ostensi- 
bly, for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  social  order  of 
nations,'  while  chey  were,  in  reality,  waging  wsr 
upon  the  social  rights  of  mankind.  Altbott|b,  hr 
said,  he  could  not  express  the  gratitude  he  felt  k< 
his  honorable  friend,  he  would  tender  to  the  Home 
a  more  acceptable  homage-^the  assurance  that  be 
would  not,  in  the  remarks  he  was  about  to  submit 
trespass  upon  a  subject  to  which  such  justice  had 
already  been  done.  He  congratulated  his  honor- 
able friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Poinsbtt.) 
who  had  preeeded  him  in  the  ai^nment,  upon  the 
eloquent  description  he  had  given  of  the  cause  aa^ 
simeringa  of  the  interesting  peo]^e  to  whom  the 
resolution  relnled.  He  regretted,  however,  that 
he  could  not  congratulate  him  upon  having  car- 
ried his  ayminthy  to  the  utmost  legitimate  exmt 
which  the  principles  of  hnmanity,  the  reeogaised 
rights  of  neotrar  nations,  and  the  peace  of  ow 
country  juatified.  '*8tern"  (indeed,  in  the  laa- 
gnage  of  the  ^tleman)  "^  would  be  the  doty  of  a 
statesman,"  it  the  policy  of  his  country  always  re- 
quired him  to  sappress  the  beat  emotions  of  the 
heart,  when  they  were  nnctioned  by  the  $onadetf 
dictates  of  the  understanding,  and  approved  by  the 
acknowledged  principles  of  national  law.  He  ftk 
himself  under  the  necessitv,  therefore,  of  ofpos- 
ing  the  amendflaent  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  and  supporting  the  original  reso- 
lotion* 

The  proposition,  sir,  is  one  of  the  highest  im- 
portance, whether  yon  regard  the  interesting  cba^ 
acter  of  the  people  to  whom  it  relates,  tbe  effect  it 
may  produce  upon  the  foreign  relations  o(  the 
Governments  from  which  it  proceeds,  or  theex- 
tensive  commercial  relations  it  may  open  ^'^^ 
the  United  States  and  a  numerous,  iatelli^^ '"^ 
industrious  people,  the  fraits  of  whose  ^^'^^^f^* 
for  four  hundred  years,  have  been  coasamed  of 
the  dflapeta  who  enslaved  tftem. 


1117 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1118 


Jamuabt,  1804. 


The  Greek  Cawet 


H.  OP  R. 


My  object  will  be  to  show,  thtti  the  adoptipo  of 
the  resolution  is  alike  demanded  by  the  character 
and  the  condition  of  the  Greeks,  by  the  obvioas 
commercial  policy  of  our  own  Government,  and 
that  it  cannot  be  oppo&ed  by  anv  well-grounded 
apprehensions  of  involving  oorselveB  in  difficult 
ties  with  any  of  the  established  Grovernments  of 
Europe. 

Iq  touching  upon  the  character  of  this  extraor- 
dioary  people,  he  would  not  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Efouse  m  dwelling  upon  their  origin.  It  wati 
sufficient  for  him  to  remmd  them,  that,  in  tracing 
the  history  of  almost  all  the  nations  of  modern 
times,  the  mind  was  bewildered  and  the  heart  ap- 
palled, by  the  mingled  ignorance  and  barbarism 
hj  which  their  origm  is  surrounded. 

To  the  modera  Greek  is  reserved  the  privilege 
of  pointing  to  a  brighter  spot  in  the  darkness  of 
aotiqaity,  and  to  remind  you  that  there  was  the 
coaotry  of  his  ancestors,  and  that  he  is  now  stri- 
ving to  emulate  those  heroic  achievements,  by 
which  they  were  made  immortal ;  (hat,  when  the 
deeds  of  his  forefathers  were  embalmed  in  history, 
it  was  in  a  language  rendered  classical  by  its  lite- 
ratore;  that,  in  whatever  nation  of  our  own  time, 
there  exists  a  love  of  virtue,  a  taste  for  literature, 
a  devotion  to  freedom — there  exists  dao.  in  their 
appropriate  language,  the  mementoes  of  nis  coun- 
I  try's  greatness ;  that  the  descendants  of  those  he- 
roes, who  first  conquered  freedom,  and  of  the  sages 
who  first  taught  civil  liberty  to  mankind,  are  now 
strag^Dg  under  the  voke  of  barbarian  bondage ;. 
that  It  is  to  05,  who  have  partaken  of  their  arts 
and  sciences,  their  literature  and- religion,  their 
forms  of  political  power,  and  their  notions  of  civil 
liberty,  they  appeal  for  sympathy,  a^inat  a  peo- 
ple in  whose  estimation  learning  is  useless  pe- 
daDtry,  our  common  religion  a  delusion,  and  their 
Dotiofls  of  civil  liberty  a  crime. 

In  sach  a  cause,  an  appeal  can  never  be  made 
iii  vain  to  that  people  who,  so  short  a  time  ago^ 
by  their  Representatives  in  this  Hall,  recognised 
the  iodependenee  of  the  South  American  Govern* 
inents  almost  by  acclamation. 

But,  sir,  the  appeal  of  the  Greeks  is  not  founded 
Qpoa  the  merit  of  their  ancestry,  and  we  are  com- 
pelled to  torn  from  the  eonteenplation  of  a  people 
whose  origin  is  wrapped  up  in  the  clasaic  associ- 
ations of  anUquity,  the  recollection  of  which  is 
uomiogled  with  a  regret,  except  that  they  have 
P«>sed  away,  16  the  melancholy  picture  of  their 
present  condition. 

From  the  conquest  of  Constantinople  by  Ma-p 
bomet  IL,  the  Turkish  Government  has  been  kept 
fa  awe  by  the  fiuropean  Powers  which  surrounded 
It,  through  the  means  of  that  universal  principle 
of  self-defence  which  nations,  as  well  as  individu- 
&k  are  bound  to  regard. 

The  doctrine  of  the  balance  of  pomr,.  and  the 
Qiatual  jealousies  connected  with  its  existence, 
bas  permitted  to  sleep,  upon  the  bosom  of  Europe, 
a  Government  which,  as  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  has  well  said,  were  bound  by  the 
(aith  of  no  treaties,  and  in  regard  to  which  the 
principles  binding  the  nations  of  the  earth  togeth- 
^f  are  of  no  obligation.    To  soeh  jeaAouaies  has 


the  Ottoman  empire  been  indebted  for  ber  exist- 
ence in  Europe,  and  not  to  an  intrinsic  strength 
or  disposable  force,  that  ought  to  discourage  the 
friends  of  Grecian  freedom. 

The  apprehension  that  Russia  would  enlarge 
her  colossal  empire  in  the  South,  or  that  Bona- 
parte would,  in  that  direction,  take  another  step 
m  his  march  to  universal  dominion  ;  or  that  Eng* 
land  would,  in  the  Archipelago,  or  in  the  straits 
of  the  Dardanelles,  make  other  depots  of  her  al- 
most irresistible  marine,  has,  by  turns,  distracted 
the  cabinets  of  Europe  and  involved  its  Grovern- 
ments in  desolating  wars;  but  has  always  resulted 
in  fixing  more  firmly  the  firm  despotism  of  the 
Turk  upon  the  eastern  empire  of  the  Caesars. 

During  this  security  from  abroad,  the  Turkish 
Government  had  relaxed  their  system  of  oppres- 
sion ;  for  even  despotism,,  when  sated  and  unre- 
sisted, may.  become  sluggish,  and  the  interval  was 
employed,  by  the  industrious  Greeks,  in  accumu- 
lating, from  ^eir  soil,  and  the  resources  of  their 
national  industry,  those  treasures,  which,  ales, 
could  serve  them  no  other  purpose  than  to  excite 
the  rapacity  of  their  inhuman  masters. 

In  other  conquests,  the  humanity  or  policy  of 
the  conqueror  sieems  to  have  put  a  limit  to  its 
own  severity,  and,  by  degrees,  to  have  blended 
with  its  own  people  and  laws,  the-  persons  and 
rights  of  the  conquered*  If  the  humanity  of  the 
coqqueror  has  not  extended  so  far,  his  policy  has 
been  contented  to  seise  the  dominion  of  person 
and  property,  and  leave  to  the  conquered  the  do- 
minion of  the  heart,  and  the  charities  of  domestic 
life.  Not  so  the  Turk ;  under  his  sway  the  con- 
quered subject  is  permitted  to  wear  his  head  only 
upon  the  payment  of  a  capitation  tax ;  and,  lest 
he  should  even  then  forget  the  distinction  between 
the  follower  of  the  Cross  and  the  Crescent,  he  is 
compelled  to  bear,  in  the  color  of  his  costume^  the 
degrading  evidence  of  his  subjugation. 

I  have  said  that  the  possessions  and  the  rights 
of  this  people  were  pursued  through  the  waste  of 
the  affections.  Yes,  sir:  connubial  love, parental 
affection,  filial  devotion,  the  little  -  that  binds  a 
slave  to  existence,  all  became  a  crime,  because 
their  indulgence  were  incompatible  with  the  claims 
of  the  conqueror.  Wealthy: families  were  turned, 
hauseless  and  penny  less,  upon  the  world,  to  gratify 
the  avarice  of  a  governor,  or  pamper  the  appetite 
of  a  favorite.  The  innocent  people,  deprived  of 
civil  or  political  rights,  were  robbed  without  ac- 
countability, and  butchered  with  impunity,  by 
some  agent  of  despotism,  who  purchased  immunity 
from  his  master  by  dividing  the  spoils  of  his  vic- 
tim. Whole  districts  threw  up  their  property  into 
the  hands  of  the  tyrant,  purchasing  repose  by  their 
penury,  and  preferring  beggary  to  dishonor.  But, 
when  all  had  been  yielded  to  avarice  which  wealth 
could  give,  they  were  subjected  to  the  influence 
of  a  stul  more  execrable  pasvion ;  and  you  have 
the  testimony  of  a  distinguished  individual  to  the 
fact,  that  he  has  rode  over  large  villages  in  the 
Peloponnesus,  scathed  by  the  flames,  because  some 
reputable  family  bad  refused  to  give  up  a  beautiful 
daughter  as  a  victiin  to  theexeerable  tyrant's  lusts. 
From  these  oppressions,  aa  appeal  waa  made  to 
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humanity  every  where.  Bat  it  was  unheard  even 
bv  the  nation  which  had  exerted  its  power  for  the 
aix)lition  of  the  more  humane  slav^e  trade;  by  a 
nation  that  had  produced  a  Chatham  to  raise  his 
indignant  voice  against  the  less  inhuman  ferocity 
of  savage  war ;  or  a  Burite,  to  picture,  in  pathetic 
eloquence,  the  less  excruciating  sufferings  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Southern  India.  But  it  was  not 
made  in  vain — ^it  was  heard  by  one  of  their  coun* 
trymen,  whose  distinguished  bravery  and  com- 
manding character  had  raised  him  to  the  pust  of 
Aid-de-Carop  of  the  Emperor  Alexander,  and  to 
the  command  of  a  Major  General  in  the  Russian 
service.  Under  such  auspices,  the  struggle  for 
freedom  commenced  in  the  northern  provmces  of 
Wailachia  and  Moldavia.  Every  thing  which 
genius  could  devise  or  valor  achieve,  was  attempted, 
and  victory  had  already  perched  upon  his  banners; 
when  the  sublime  head  of  the  Holy  Alliance  made 
the  huidane  discovery,  that  the  happiness  of  mil- 
lions of  his  fellow  Christians  were  pot  to  be  put 
in  competition  with  the  legitimacy  of  the  Grand 
Sultan  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 

The  brave,  the  devoted  Ypsilanti,  was  denounced 
and  disgraced  by  his  Royal  Patron  ;  himself  and 
his  sacred  cause  were  made  a  sacrifice  to  cold  and 
aeifish  views  of  State  policy. 

For  a  moment  the  political  regeneration  of 
Greece  seemed  doubtful,  and  might  have  become 
hopeless  ;  but  the  measure  of  the  despot's  iniquities 
was  not  yet  quite  full.  As  if  be  delighted  to  add 
to  the  causes  of  Heaven's  vengeance  and  a  people's 
wrongs,  the  venerable  Patriarch  of  the  Grecian 
Church  was  massacred  and  hung  up  at  the  door 
of  his  own  Cathedral ;  and  this  was  followed  by 
an  universal  massacre  of  the  Greeks  at  Constanti- 
nople and  of  the  hostajres  throoghoat  the  empire. 

Amid  this  work  of  desolation,  the  mind  has 
hardly  the  courage  to  dwell  upon  a  single  instance. 
But  there  is  something  of  a  peculiar  horror,  and 
yet  of  a  grateful,  though  partial  retribution  in  the 
afiair  of  Scio,  that  compels  me  to  bring  it  to  your 
recollection. 

This  little  island  in  the  Archipelago  was  the 
supposed  ybode  of  the  great  poet  of  antiquity ; 
thither,  as  if  by  a  classical  impulse,  many  of  the 
Grecian  families  of  easy  fortune  and  of  literary 
habits  had  resorted  through  successive  years,  until 
its  population  exceeded  one  hundred  thousand— 
sixty  villages  and  one  hundred  churches  reared 
their  heads  throughout  the  island. 

Here,  as  if  the  genius  of  Grecian  poetry  still  lin- 
gered in  its  delightful  shades,  and  among  its  vine- 
yards and  olive  groves,  was  erected  an  extensive 
mstitut}on,.devoted  to  literature,  where  were  taught 
seven  hundred  students  in  the  arts  of  peace,  and 
all  the  mysteries  of  ancient  learning ;  here,  as  if 
in  the  range  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  there  was  a 
spot  exempt  from  its  despotism,  peace  and  security 
might  have  been  fotmd.  If  on  earth  there  was  a 
people  worthy  of  the  protection  of  Heaven,  it  was 
the  unofleoding  inhabitants  of  Scio.  Yet,  this 
sacred  island  was  delivered  up,  without  a  crime 
charged  upon  its  inhabitants,  but  that  the  blood 
of  Leonidas  and  Socrates  ran  in  theic  veins,  to 
aorder  and  rapine,  conflagration  and  plunder. 


The  sex  that  escaped  the  sword  were  reserred  for 
pollution ;  and  the  devastation  only  ceased  whni 
there  was  nothinff  left  to  destroy.  The  idand  t»- 
came  a  desert.  In  the  language  of  our  iminorfal 
Ames,  where  there  had  been  men,  and  weihk, 
and  comparative  liberty,  there  is  no  more  than  i 
sand  bank,  for  sea  inonsters  to  fatten  on ;  a  sptce 
for  the  storms  of  the  ocean  to  mingle  in  mi|[btr 
conflict.  Humanity  shudders  at  suck  a  rcciiiL 
Atrocities  like  these,  sir,  would  at  any  other  time 
have  roused  the  nations  of  Europe  to  vengcaDce ; 
and  yet  there  are  men  and  nations  who  have  hear^ 
it  without  emotion !  Where,  sir,  is  the  gallaDtir. 
where  the  humanity,  where  the  chivalry,  of  Coo* 
tinental  Europe  ?  Locked  in  the  icy  bands  of  ibc 
Holy  Alliance. 

But,  sir,  the  immediate  authors  of  these  ODpu- 
alleled  atrocities  were  not  permitted  to  go  uop12^ 
ished.  The  Turkish  flag  ship,  while  remaiDio; 
in  the  harbor  of  Scio,  with  its  Capitan  Pasia 
and  more  than  two  thousand  Turks  on  board,  le- 
po&infi  after  their  feast  of  blood,  was  grappled  bf 
two  Greek  fire-ships,  and  blown  to  the  elemeeu. 
A  vengeance  so  merited  and  yet  so  awful,  that! 
should  hardly  have  brought  it  before  yoa,  hadi 
not  discovered  in  it  anotl^r  ground  of  sympathr 
with  that  interesting  people.  No  one  who  ban 
me  will  have  forgotten,  that  a  similar  exploit  ii 
the  Mediterranean,  of  some  of  our  naval  officen, 
first  gave  the  brilliant  pr#Mge  of  the  glorr  t9 
which  the  American  Navy  was  destined. 

A  brilliant  victory  over  the  combined  Tarkisk, 
Egyptian,  and  Algeriae  fleets  at  Tenedos,$doi 
^ave  the  ascendency  to  the  Greeks  upon  theMed- 
iierranean.  But  their  exploits  were  not  confiocd 
to  the  water.  The  causes  I  have  enumeratei 
had  roused  their  nation  to  vengeance,  and  Gttm 
exhibited,  throughout,  the  mass  of  its  populatue 
in  arms :  men  and  women  marched,  with  dobs 
in  their  hands,  lo  exterminate  a  tyranny  whiek 
threatened  them  with  annihilation.  If  it  was  u 
oppression,  such  as  was  never  known,  it  was  mtf 
by  a  resistance  seldom  equalled.  If^  in  a  moment 
of  despondency,  without  discipline,  and  without 
arms,  they  were  disheartened  by  the  power  of 
their  oppressors,  and  the  waste  of  their  cooDtry, 
they  were  roused  by  the  recollection  that  ererf 
object  in  their  view  presented  some  classic  memo- 
rial of  the  glory  of  their  ancestors ;  that  the  grooad 
beneath  toeii  feet  was  the  sepnlchre  of  their  cooo* 
try's  heroes.  As  if  by  a  refinement  of  emulatioi, 
they  met  the  enemy  at  the  well  known  passaf 
Thermopylae,  and  where  the  Spartans  had  resisted 
Xerxes  lor  freedom,  they  determined  to  recooqocr 
it.  A  resistance  roused  by  such  oppressions,  noar- 
ished  and  sustaiaed  by  such  associations,  could 
not  but  be  successful,  and  Greece  once  more  re 
verted  to  its  rightful  owners. 

Does  any  one  doubt  that  Greece  ^viW  reiaia 
what  her  arms  have  so  gloriously  won  i  Let.  him 
remember,  that,  within  half  a  centory,  we,  a  le» 
numerous,  if  not  a  less  powerful  people,  stragfln 
with  a  nation  as  much  superior  to  the  Ottoinaa 
Empire,  as  we  are  now  superior  to  the  Grcciu 
Republics. 

Is  there  a  doubt  whether  that  Government  will 
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lecorethe  prisciples  they  are  contending  for  ?  Let 
U8  look  at  the  constitution  promulgated  at  E^id- 
amus,  on  the  first  day  of  the  last  year,  and  we 
shall  recognise  the  fundamental  principles  of  our 
own. 

All  Greeks  are  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  with- 
OQt  distinction  of  rank  or  dignity.  The  property, 
honor,  and  security^  of  every  citizen,  is  under  the 
raaraniee  of  the  law,  through  the  medium  of  trial 
by  jary.  The  distribution  of  power  into  two  Le- 
gislative bodies,  each  having  a  negative  npon  the 
other ;  and  a  judiciary  independent  of  both--«n 
Eiecutlveannnally  chosen — theabolition  of  torture 
tad  confiscatioo.  With  such  a  constitution ;  with 
a  seat  of  government  at  Athens,  where  once  sat 
the  Senate  of  the  Areopagus,  with  Minerva  and 
the  symbols  of  Wisdom  for  the  Seal  of  State ;  it 
is  impious  to  doubt  whether  Greece  has  the  intel- 
ligence to  be  free.  And  yet  these  are  the  men 
whom  the  English  writers  would  *^  learn  to  de- 
spise the  theoretic  and  delusive  idea  of  constitu* 
tioQ  makers." 

The  resolution  contemplates  opening  new  com- 
mercial relatioBs — and  with  whom  ?  Why,  sir, 
with  seven  millions  of  people,  whose  industry,  for 
centuries,  under  all  the  disadvantages  of  national 
servitude  and  private  oppression,  has  sustained  and 
fed  that  nunlerott^  people.  It  has  done  more ;  it 
kas  fed  the  rapacity  of  their  conquerors.  With  a 
naval  power  of  six  hundred  merchantmen,  and 
from  whose  united  merchant  service  were  equipped 
and  manned,  in  the  short  space  of  twelve  months 
from  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  a  navy  that  was 
enabled  to  meet  the  combined  Turkish,  Egyptian, 
and  Algerioe  fleet,  and  to  beat  them.  Is  it  with 
neh  a  peoole,  supported  by  such  a  naval  power, 
that  the  policy  of  opening  new  commercial  rela- 
tions is  doubted  ?    No,  sir.    It  cannot  be. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  we  shall  sacrifice  our 
trade  with  Smyrna,  and,  of  consequence,  with  the 
Turkish  possessions  in  the  Mediterranean.  Let 
gentlemen  look  at  tne  ofi&cial  returns  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  last  year,  and  they  will  see  how  small 
Will  be  the  amount  of  that  jsacrifice.  The  whole 
amount  of  oot  trade  to  the  possessions  of  Turkey 
in  Asia,  Africa,  and  Europe,  will  be  seen  b^  the 
ust  returns  not  to  exceed  the  value  of  a  single 
cargo  in  the  India  trade.  And  this  pitiful  advan- 
t^e  is  purchased  by  the  humiliatin|^  concession  of 
SQfleriog  an  American  citizen  to  reside  at  Smyrna, 
three  hundred  miles  from  the  capital  of  Turkey, 
without  having  the  acknowledgment  or  protection 
of  the  Government  from  whom  he  seeks  this  lit- 
tle advantage  to  his  country's  commerce. 

Bot  those  who  make  this  cold  calculation  of 
pecuniary  policy  in  a  question  that  involves  nar 
uooal  honor,  should  look  well  to  the  other  side  of 
tbe  picture  before  they  decide  that  even  interest 
should  deter  us  from  the  measure.  Have  they 
*sked  themselves  what  would  become  of  our  whole 
tnde  in  ihe  Mediterranean,  should  the  Greek  cruis- 
«n  which  visit  every  harbor  and  inlet  of  that  sea 
choose  to  interfere  with  it  ?  Does  thewell  known 
sympathy  of  the  Greeks  for  this  country  furnUh  a 
guargAtee  from  such  an  attack  I  And,  if  it  does 
>o,  does  not  the  fact  furnish  the  strongest  support 
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to  my  argument?  Shall  we  avail  ourselves  of 
such  a  sentiment  for  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce, and  refuse  to  reciprocate  it  for  the  encour- 
agement of  theirs  ? 

But  it  may  be  said  her  commerce  is  too  small 
to  justify  the  interference.  The  argument  for  the 
recognition  of  the  South  American  Hepublics  was 
sustained,  not  bv  reference  to  their  commerce  as  it 
then  was,  but  oy  an  enlightened  calculation  of 
what  it  would  soon  become ;  and  events  are  al- 
ready beginning  to  demonstrate  the  soundness  of 
the  position.  Greece,  with  her  limited  territory, 
surrounded  almost  by  the  waters  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean ;  and  her  dense  population,  devoted  to  the 
arts ;  and  her  marine,  compoied  of  the  best  sea- 
men of  the  Continent,  must  necessarily  become 
an  important  naval  and  commercial  Power.  The 
duty  of  the  Gtovernment,  then,  is  to  take  measures 
which  may  not  only  encourage,  bot  protect  our 
commerce  with  such  a  commercial  and  naval 
people. 

It  remains  for  me  to  show  what  I  promised  in 
the  outset — that  the  measure  was  not  opposed  by 
any  well-grounded  apiH'ehension  of  difficulties 
with  the  other  Powers  of  Europe.  This  Govern- 
ment has  always  been,  and  I  trust  always  will  be, 
as  »low  to  impugn  the  rights  of  other  nations,  as 
she  is. prompt  in  defending  her  own.  But  the 
resolution  contemplates  no  new  principle ;  it  falls 
far  short  of  that  which  governed  this  House  in 
recognising  the  indepeiuience  of  the  South  Ame- 
rican Republics.  There  we  recognised  the  inde^ 
pendence  of  States  which  bad  thrown  ofi*  the 
yoke,  not  of  governments  which  had  conquered 
them,  but  of  the  mother  country  which  had  colo- 
nized and  settled  them.  There  we  recognised  the 
new  sovernments  pending  treaties  of  amity  with 
the  oul  ones,  without  disturbing,  as  was  fearfully 
predicted  we  should  do,  the  amicable  relations 
which  had  previously  existed  between  us.  Here 
we  open  commercial  relations  with  a  people  who 
were  never,  but  Jiy  conquest,  an  integral  (lart  of 
the  Ottoman  empire ;  who,  neither  by  habits  nor 
language,  nor  by  the  enjoyment  of  political  rights, 
have  b^n  blended  with  the  conquerors ;  and  whose 
former  |povemment  never  has  had  negotiation  or 
treaty  with  oa.  Is  it  an  apprehension  of  difilculty 
with  Russia  or  with  England  ?  Those  Powers 
have  only  incidentally  protected  Turkey ;  not  for 
her  sake,  but  that  a  barrier  miffht  be  erected  be- 
tween them,  which  their  mutual  jealousies  would 
prevent  each  other  from  overstepping.  The  inde- 
pendence of  Greece  would  form  a  stronger  barrier, 
necause  erected  and  sustained  by  the  hearts  of 
freemen.  Is  it  apprehended  that  a  Republic  can- 
not exist  surrounded  by  the  monarchies  of  Eu- 
rope ?  Let  us  examine  the  case  of  Switzerland, 
that  long  remained  a  barrier  in  Europe,  that  Bo- 
naparte, in  the  height  of  his  power,  dare  not  over- 
throw. Look  at  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
Netherlands,  conquering  their  freedom  from  Spain 
in  the  height  of  her  power.  Look  at  the  Venetian 
Republic,  conquering  from  the  Ottoman  empire 
the  fairest  portion  of  Greece,  theMorea ;  and  com- 
pelling its  cession,  by  the  treaty  of  Carlowitz,  in 
1609«    Look  at  the  Ionian  isles,  whose  indeptnd'* 
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ence  was  acknowledged  hj  RasBta  in  the  fear 
1800,  and  at  the  Treaty  ot  Tilsit  annexed  to  the 
French  empire,  by  the  oanie  of  the  Septiosular 
Republic.  See  them  in  1817,  after  the  fall  of 
Bonaparte,  demanding  and  receiving  the  protec- 
tion of  England. 

Can  Russia  look  with  a  jealous  eye  upon  the  ef- 
forts of  the  Greeks  ?  What  interest  can  she  have 
that  Greece  should  be  ^^conquered  by  the  Turk, 
when  she  has  acquitted  herself  of  all  participation 
in  her  deliverance  ?  The  eye  of  her  ambitious  Em- 
peror is  too  intently  viewing  the  natural  outlet  of 
his  vast  empire,  the Euxine,  and  her  connexion  with 
the  Mediterranean ;  and,  besides,  he  cannot  regret 
the  dismemberment  of  an  empire  whic^  he  will 
possess  by  so  much  the  sooner,  as  she  is  weakened 
m  this  controversy.  Possess^.'^nd  he  must  sooner 
or  later — at  least  Constantinople  and  the  Straits 
of  the  Bosiphorus  and  the  Dardanelles;  they  are 
to  his  empire,  stretching  as  it  does  from  the  Polar 
Ocean  to  the  Black  Sea,  and  from  the  Pacific 
to  the  Baltic,  what  the  Mississippi  and  New  Or- 
leans are  to  us.  The  provinces  of  Greece  would 
rather  weaken  than  strengthen  his  colossal  power. 
He  cannot  conquer ;  he  cannot  subjugate  them. 
He  may.  to  be  sure,  exterminate  them ;  but  he  is 
loo  deeply  read  in  human  nature  and  human  his- 
tory, to  be  ignorant,  that  when  a  people  have  re- 
solved on  liTCrty,  they  will  be  free. 

He  miffbt  have  learned,  from  the  history  of  the 
United  States,  the  example  of  a  people  conqoe^- 
jng  more  from  the  force  of  the  immortal  resolu- 
tion than  by  arms,  however  splendid  their  vic- 
tories. 

In  regard  to  the  motives  of  the  Russian  in  en- 
tering into  the  Holy  Alliance,  or  rather  forming 
It;  he  begged  leave  to  express  a  single  opinion  ; 
it  might  be  novel,  it  might  be  erroneous,  but,  if 
correct,  it  had  no  little  baring  upon  the  question 
before  the  House. 

That  Monarch  seemed  to  him  to  have  aspired, 
Uke  Bonaparte,  to  the  government  of  Europe,  by 
force  of  some  general  principle  which  might  as- 
some  the  shape  of  a  continental  question.  Bona- 
parte had  done  it  through  the  medium  of  their 
interests.  Alexander  had  operated  through  their 
fears.  It  wasan  apprehension  of  the  increasing 
eflfoft  at  the  reformation  of  abusett,  which  the 
enlightened  character  of  the  age  had  given  the 
other  moaarchs  of  the  Alliance  too  much  cause 
to  be  afraid  of.  It  was  this  apprehension  which 
httd  united  them  under  his  guidanoe  for  the  pro- 
tection of  his  eight  hundred  thousand  bayonets. 

Alexander,  then,  does  not  fear  the  independence 
of  Greece,  ami  England  may  approve  it  ere  long. 
The  most  authentic  information  from  that  coun- 
try, Mr.  D.  contended,  had  placed  the  belligerent 
parties  in  an  attitude,  as  it  regards  each  other. 
which,  upon  the  soundest  principles  of  national 
law,  would  justify  our  opening  commercial  rela- 
tions with  either.  The  Greeks  have  formed  a 
Government  for  themselves,  and  the  reaolution 
only  admitted  that  the  power  resided  in  those  who 
exercised  it,  without  saying  to  whom  it  belonged, 
or  fortifying  either  in  their  claims  to  it.  The 
veMltttion  proposes  eommeroial  relations  with  the 


Gk>vernment,  de  facto,  upon  principles  rec(^nri 
in  the  history  of  neutral  nations,  as  well  as  oi- 
tional  law.  Spain  submitted  to  as  much  from  t!i 
the  commercial  nations  of  Europe,  for  near  a  ca- 
tury,  in  regard  to  her  revolted  provinces  of  tbe 
Netherlands.  She  has  snbmittMl  to  more  from 
England  and  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  tlie 
provinces  of  South  America.  But  yesterday,  a 
American  Plenipotentiary  was  endeavoring  lo 
present  himMlf  to  a  Cortex  of  Spain,  whose  Tots 
were  construed  to  be  treason  to  their  King,  ni 
yet  we  hear  of  no  complaint  from  that  Got* 
ernment. 

Upon  the  principle  of  treating  with  its  goreii' 
UMote  de  facto>  were  the  Ministers  of  France  re- 
ceived by  neutral  nations  during  the  Conwiaie, 
and  of  England  during  the  Commonwealth,  aid 
yet  neither  Charles  nor  Louis,  upon  their  reiion- 
tion.  chose  to  oomplatm. 

Ir  Greeee  should  commit  spoliations  npoa  ov 
commerce,  we  might  treat  with  diem ;  aad  shaU 
we  not  prevent  that  from  being  done  which  it 
might  ask  redress  for  when  efiMted  ?  Codd  h; 
fear  this  at  home  ?  Years  and  years  might  pm 
away  before  the  serfs  of  his  gigantie  empire  woaM 
hear  the  name  of  liberty,  much  less  aspire  to  tk 
enjoyment  of  it  The  same  period  aught  elapa 
helbre  the  Cossacks  of  the  Don  and  UJoainecow 
wish  to  change  their  profession  tif  arms,  or  tk 
Tartars  of  Northern  Asia  would  aspire  to  a  chafi|i 
of  their  Government.  No,  sir,  he  had  no  sodk 
fears  at  home.  The  northern  hive,  when  it  swamni 
will  not  stop  to  reform  abuses,  to  depose  tbdr 
kine  bees  and  drones,  but  will  proceed  to  the  rick 
fields  and  gardens  of  the  South. 

It  was  well  said  by  the  Autocrat  of  the  NortI, 
in  his  speech  to  Monsieur  ChateaubrMind,  Enroft 
shall  no  longer  have  an  Bngli^  and  FreD«k 
policy. 

No,  sir,  £n|[land  can  never  be  a  party  to  soeft 
an  alliance,  without  carrying  ^  back  to  the  i|e 
of  Henry  VIII.  She  is  not  more  entirely  » 
la  ted  from  this  policy  than  she  is  from  thetena 
firma  of  Europe^  She  will  he  compelled,  soomt 
or  later,  to  take  ground  against  this  ailiance,  aai 
the  sooaer  the  belter  for  her  interests  and  be 
hoaor. 

It  is  said,  sir,  that  a  co*ordiaate  branch  of  cba 
Government  mav,  and  Irom  the  tenor  of  the  mo- 
sage  it  ia  inferred  the  Executive  wifl  do  all  t^ 
the  resolution  contemplates. 

Thb  eoineidence  of  opinion  ts  easeatial  to  the 
success  of  .the  meaaof  e,  and  one  of  the  utrot^ 
arguments  for  its  adoption.  Concert  is  essential 
to  give  effect  to  a  measure  calculated  to  pnunoK 
the  great  interests  and  essential  pursnits  of  tbe 
country.  Let  it  not  be  apfvehended  that  this  is 
too  remote  and  chivalric  an  effort  for  the  peaee* 
able  Government  of  the  United  Stain  to  na^* 
Let  it  not  be  said,  that  the  path  of  prodeoee  £r 
us  is  to  step  aside  the  question,  and  leave  to  othcn 
the  more  direct,  but  more  hazardoos  one,  ^ 
marching  directly  to  it.  For,  it  Qiust  be  reoeB- 
bered,  that,  by  courting  the  danger,  thevare  0^ 
itiog  the  glory  of  the  enterprise.  AdJ  here,  m* 
I  am  penniaded,  that  oa.  person  who  Mf  *f>F^ 
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ciatm  his  couDtryV  power,  wHI  hesitate  to  say. 
that  if  the  measure  is  calfed  for  by  our  commercial 
interests}  and  sanctioned  by  the  principles  of  hu- 
manity, and  Dot  opposed  by  the  stipulations  of 
any  treaty,  he  will  hesitate  to  give  it  his  support, 
because  some  Government  may  choose  to  mate  it 
a  cause  of  difference  with  us.  Such  hesitation 
would  imply  the  surrender  of  oor  national  inde- 
pendence. To  what  nation  shall  Qreec^  address 
aerself  for  co-operation  or  sympathy  t  Shall  it 
be  to  England  %  The  English  Lord  Protector 
of  the  Ionian  Isles  has  been  obliffed  to  suppress 
the  spontaneous  sympathy  of  the  Island  brethren 
in  their  behalf,  lest  his  country  should  rouse  the 
Turk,  and  throw  him  into  an  alliance  with  Alex- 
ander. 

No,  sir,  not  to  England,  but  to  America,  did 
Greece  appeal  from  the  Senate  of  Calamata,  in 
language  we  cannot  refuse  to  hear,  "^  That  having 
deliberately  resolved  to  live  or  die  for  freedom, 
tfaey  were  drawn  by  an  irresistible  sympathy  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States.^' 

It  remains  to  be  determined  whether  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  will  sanction  that  ap- 
peal and  approve  a  sympathy  so  oniversal  in  their 
behalf,  and  of  the  people  ot  this  wide  extended 
empire. 

Those  who  regard  the  troe  foundation  of  tbeir 
aoantry's  glory,  cannot  be  indifferent  to  this  in- 
teresting crisis.  They  will  consider  that  her 
military  and  naval  chara<^ter  stands  already  so 
high  that  it  does  not  require  to  be  exalted ;  that 
her  progress  in  literature  and  the  arts  is  too  rapid 
to  need  acceleration ;  that,  in  the  science  of  civil 
goremment  she  has  already  done  much  to  adorn 
Md  enlighten  the  age  in  which  we  live;  and  that 
it  only  renaains  to  her  to  consummate  her  na- 
tional glory,  by  enlarging  that  generous  philan- 
thropy which  produced  the  abolition  of  the  Afri- 
nn  slave  trade,  and  the  recognition  of  South 
Aoterican  independence.  In  such  a  commodity  of 
national  wealth,  to  be  selfish,  is  to  be  ungenerous; 
and  base  would  be  the  American  heart,  that 
would  barter  the  well-earned  glory  of  his  country 
hi  redeeming  one  continent  from  ihe  slave  trade, 
a«d  in  giving  freedom  to  another,  for  Alexander's 
share  in  the  partition  of  Poland,  or  the  right  of 
the  Bourbon  to  ibe  broken  sceptre  of  Spain. 
Enough  of  military  and  naval  glory  have  we  ac- 
^red,  to  give  os  most  grateful  recollections  of 
the  past,  and  moat  pleasing  assurances  of  the  fu- 
ture. The  Holy  Alliance  wiU  hardly  assail  us, 
While  the  thunder  of  our  naval  Imttery  is  yet 
(thoing  along  thelakes,  and  reverberatingthrough- 
<Hit  the  Atlantic.  They  will  remember,  too,  that 
the  British  Lion  has  crouched  to  the  American 
^tgle  upon  the  land.  And,  should  the  Russian 
Bear,  by  a  bound  not  more  extravagant  than  cer- 
tain diplomatic  logic,  leap  over  four  thousand 
miles  of  close  sea,  upon  our  Pacific  border,  we 
eould  point  out,  in  Tennessee,  a  Western  hunter 

^at  should  drive  hrm  growling  to  his  native 
oen. 

But,  sir,  we  need  not  these  consolations.  The 
I  vreeks  do  not  ask  us  for  our  treasures,  or  our 
I  Urns.    They  bid  us  remember,  that  opinion  is 


power,  and  that  the  expression  of  it  here  on  thid 
day,  shall  gladden  the  hearts  and  nerve  the  arm^ 
of  millions  of  beings,  as  brave,  as  enlightened,  hvk 
not  yet  as  secure  and  happy  as  ourselves. 

Mr.  Manoum  renewed  the  motion  that  the 
Committee  should  rise.  He  hoped  the  gentleman 
frorn  Massachusetts  would  indulge  him  in  the 
motion;  He  could  assure  that  gentleman  that  he 
had  yesterday  come  to  this  House  with  his  mind, 
as  he  thought,  fplly  made  up  to  oppose  the  reso- 
lution ;  but,  by  the  luminous  and  able  reasoning 
of  that  gentleman,  his  determination  had  at  least 
been  shaken,  and  he  asked  for  further  time  for 
reflection.    Thereupon, 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  Committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  ag^inj  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  resolutions  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


Wedmbsday,  January  21. 

Mr.  CoccB,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented  a 
resolution,  adopted  by  the  General  Assembljr  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee, ."  that  the  Congress  or  th« 
United  States  be  requested  to  pass  a  law  author- 
ixiog  payment  to  the  ofiSeers,  as  well  staff  officers 
as  others,  and  soldiers,  for  property  lost  by  them 
in  the  Seminole  campaign ;  and  that  the  ambi- 
guity, or  doubtful  meaning,  of  the  act  of  the  4th 
of  May,  1622,  be  explained,  or  modified,  or  that 
such  a  construction  be  given  to  said  act  as  wiM 
embrace  the  cases  of  the  claimants ;"  which  reso- 
lution was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
CoBBmittee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Jqsiah  Hook,  jr.."  made  a  report  thereon 
adverse  to  the  passage  or  the  said  bill  $  which  re- 
port and  bill  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Campbbli^  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Robert  S.  Forman,  accompanied  by  ft 
bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  dia- 
charged  from  the  consider«tion  of  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Michiltmackinae,  referred 
on  the  22d  of  December  ultimo,  and  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  PomsBTT,  from  the  joint  Libmvy  Com- 
mittee, reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resoked,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  inslracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appro- 
priating five  thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of  ihe  Li- 
brary of  Congress. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Moons,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  made  a  renort  on  the 
petition  of  Thomas  T.  Towolejr,  in  behalf  of  the 
heirs  of  the  late  Don  Miguel  Eslava,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  confirming  to  the  said  heirs  sundry 
claims  to  lands  in  the  city  and  county  of  Modbile^ 
in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  which  bill  was  reaa 
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the  first  and  second  time,  and  comaiitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  hill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  explanatory  of  an 
act,  entitled  *An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers, 
Tolunteers,  and  other  persons,  engaged  in  the  late 
campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians,  passed 
the  4th  day  of  May,  1822,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the 
petition  of  John  B.  Smith,  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  report  of  the 
Land  Commissioners  in  Louisianb,  in  the  claim 
of  the  representatives  of  the  Marquis  de  Maison 
Rouge,  which  was  sent  lo  this  House  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  together  with  all  papers 
Ihd  documents  accompanying  the  same,  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims ; 
and  said  committee  were  instructed  to  report  with 
a  view  to  the  final  settlement  and  disposal  of  siud 
claim. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  it  was 

ResoLveiy  That  the  Committee  on  Commeroe  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing provision  by  law  for  surveying  the  coast, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Sabine 
river,  in  Louisiana ;  and  of  causing  buoys  to  be 
plaeed  at,  and  u|K)n,  the  shoals  and  banks  off  the 
mouth  of  Berwick's  bay,  at  the  pass  into  said 
bay,  which  leads  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  into 
the  river  Teche,  so  as  to  render  the  said  passage 
secure  for  vessels  entering  thereinto. 

ReiUved^  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  hav- 
ing a  lighthouse  erected,  or  of  placing  a  lamp 
unon,  or  near.  Point  Fer,  or  upon,  or  near,  the 
island  of"  Belle  Isle,"  in  Louisiana,  for  the  facility 
and  security  of  vessels  navigating  the  coast,  at 
the  entrance  into  the  pass  which  leads  into  the 
river  Teche. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Call,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  and  report 
what  alterations  and  amendments  are  necessary 
in  the  act  of  Congress  amending  an  act  organ- 
i2ing  the  Territorial  government  of  Florida. 

An  engrossed  resolution,  in  relation  to  an  in- 
tended visit  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  to  the 
United  Statef>,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  uaammously. 

CAUSE  OP  THE  GREEKS. 

.  The  House  then  a^ain  resolved  itself  into  a 
Cooimittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Taylor  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  for 
sending  an  agent  to  Greece,  and  the  amendment 
thereto  proposed  by  Mr.  Poinsett,  which  pro- 
poses to  limit  the  resolve  to  the  expression  of 
a  sentiment  decisively  favorable  to  the  Greek 
cause. 

The  depending  question  being  stated — 
Mr.  Cary,  of  Georgia,  rosis  and  said  that  he 
felt  himself  under  some  embarrassment  in  recoa* 


ciling  the  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed, 
with  the  sentiments  he  was  about  to  atter.  If  be 
should  say  to  the  Committee  that  the  circufosuo- 
ces  and  nature  of  the  present  subject  of  detale, 

E regnant  wilh  the  most  important  coosequeons, 
ad  pressed  with  peculiar  weight  upoa  his  miiu), 
he  feared  that  he  should  be  laughed  at,  because  he 
had  rushed  into  the  debate  with  all  the  precipitate 
ardor  of  an  ancient  Lacedaemonian.  But,  after 
the  subject  had  been  debated  day  after  day  j  when 
the  discussion  of  it  had  elicited  the  most  splendid 
talents  of  this  House,  and  of  the  nation;  wbeotke 
subjeet  of  the  Grecian  struggle  for  liheriyocea- 
pied  the  whole  country — when  taste,  when  lettos, 
when  beauty  and  fashion  have^ll  enlisted  io  the 
subject,  and.evinced  the  roost  ardent  zeal  oa  be 
half  01  Greece— it  was  not  surprising  that  he 
should  feel,  very  sensibly,  his.  own  iaadequacy, 
and  his  need  of  the  indulgence  of  the  Comfflitue, 
while  he  expressed  his  decided  dissent  to  the  polie^ 
of  tlie  resolution  now  proposed,  notwithstaadtof 
the  very  high  source  from  which  it  had  proceeded^ 
When  the  distinguished  mover  of  that  resolattcs, 
at  the  close  of  the  speech  in  which  he  had  sap- 
ported  it,  took  his  seat,  surrounded  with  all  the 
splendor  of  genius,  and  all  the  glories  of  eloquesce, 
the  concludmg  sentences  of  that  speech  had  pov- 
erfuUy  impressed  Mr.  C.'s  mind.  ThegeotleiBU 
had  said  that  whatever  might  be  the  issue  of  the 
present  struggle  of  Greece,  it  would  b«  to  biio> 
theme  of  no  regret,  that  he  had  anked,  id  the 
name  of  seven  millions  of  suffering  freemen,  ok 
word  from  this  House,  of  cheering  and  of  »yini»' 
thy.  No,  sir,  he  need  not  regret  it;  he  had  adro- 
cated  the  cause  of  Greece  in  ihe  spirit  of  Greece; 
he  had  spoken  as  if  th^  mantle  of  Pericles  ^ 
fallen  upon  him,  and  in  the  finest  ian^ageofthe 
Saxons  he  had  evinced  the  spirit  oi  the  Saioa 
race.  While  he  was  speaking,  Mr.  C.  coaldooi 
but  think  that  even  if  he  failed,  it  would  begloff 
enough  to  have  made  such  an.effort  to  succeed.  Sir, 
that  gentleman  has  ingrafted  himself  oo  tbe  ia- 
perishable  column  of  Grecian  eloquence.  For  oe, 
whatever  may  be  the  i95ue  of  the  feeble  efuril 
may  be  able  to  make  against  all  the  power  of  that 
splendid  gentleman,  I  shall  enjoy  one  source  (ii' 
satisfaction.  It  is  not  that  I  have  associated  or 
self,  in  this  hall,  with  the  glories  of  the  Grecai 
eloquence — but  that  my  conscience  tells  me  1 
shall  evince,  upon  this  floor,  the  spirit  of  my  o*b 
country:  that  I  feel  as  an  American,  and  that  I 
speak  as  one. 

In  endeavoring  to  support  those  views  which  1 
entertain  on  this  subject,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
direct  myself  chiefly  to  what  has  been  advasord 
by  the  gentleman  irom  Massachusetts,  aioce  he 
stands  the  solitary  Corinthian  pillar  iatbeGr^ 
cian  cause,  and  supports,  with  so  much  ability  and 
dignity,  the  arch  on  which  rests  our  fioest  liters* 
ture,  and  so  many  pf  our  most  valuable  ^tu 
blessings;  and  I  will,  therefore,  proceed  to ^^^of, 
out  of  that  gentleman's  own  mouth,  that  the 
measure  he  proposes  to  this  House  ought  ooti^ 
be  adopted.  In  the  opening  of  his  speech,  thit 
gentleman  had  said  that  the  suhj^^  "^^^  ^^^ 
which  it  was  difficult  to  avoid  being  carried  a«af 
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1)7  an  entbasiastic  ardor:  a  ainele  glance  of  hifl 
experienced  and  well  disciplined  mind  was  suffi- 
cient to  tell  him  that,  in  legislating  on  this  t]ues- 
tioD,  feeling  was  not  to  be  our  guide.  He  knew, 
as  a  statesman,  though  not  as. an  orator,  that  a 
corporate  or  a  deliberative  body  has  no  soul — that 
it  has,  so  to  speak,  no  heart — that  it  most  deliber- 
ate with  sternness,  with  precision,  on  all  the  rela- 
tions of  the  country.  The  gentleman  conceded 
this  when  he  said  that  our  leelings  would  need 
to  be  *' chastised."  And  what  was  that  chas- 
itsement?  It  was  in  the  nature  of  a  sort  of  duel, 
in  which  the  judgment  fought  down  the  feelings, 
till  it  brooj^fht  them  to  submit  to  an  exact,  sober, 
mathematical  estimate  of  our  relations  with  the 
rest  of  the  world.  In  that -spirit,  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
»hoald  endeavor  to  investigate  the  present  ques- 
tion, and  would  present  his  views  or  it  in  as  con- 
cise and  simple  a  manner  as  he  was  able. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  gone 
into  an  able,  a  minute,  and  an  attic  eiamination 
of  the  principles  of  that  combination  of  crowned 
heads^  which  threatened  the  safety  of  popular  lib- 
erty iQ  Europe;  and  he  showed,  in  a  forcible 
naoner,  the  ominous  and  dark  forebodings  to 
which  that  combination  led  every  thinking  mind* 
He  said  that  the  spirit  of  the  Stuarts  (I,  Mr. 
Chairman,  would  rather  call  it  the  spirit  of  power) 
bad  again  appeared  and  claimed  the  right  to  ty« 
raonize  over  men,  by  a  divine  delegation.    He 
conoected,  in  a  most  elegant  manner,  with  the 
development  of  these  principles,  the  fall  of  that 
military  ruler  who  trampled  for  so  long  a  period 
upon  the  world,  and  had  jostled  the  earth  from  its 
equilibrium.    He  said  that  society  had  its  origin 
in  a  sort  of  family  compact,  in  which  the  inde- 
peDdeoce  Of  each  nation  was  secured  by  a  eombi- 
nation  to  prevent  the  strong  from  oppressing  and 
swallowing  up  the  weak ;  but  that,  m  the  princi- 
ples of  this  Confederacy,  all  these  securities  were 
merged  and  lost  by  an  admirable  and  impressive 
figure..  He  represented  society  (if  I  unaeratood 
bun  rightly)  as  divided,  not  perpendicularly,  into 
nations,  but  horizontallv — all  the  monarchs'  being 
aboTe,  and  all  the  people  below.    Well,  be  it  so. 
Such  was,  unhappily,  the  state  of  the  fact.    But, 
sir,  does  it  result  because  this  is  the  fact,  thai  it 
augurs  any  danger  to  us  ?    I  say  no,  sir ;  and  if 
you  ask  me  where  is  my  authority  for  such  a  de- 
nial, 1  answer,  in  the  gentleman's  own  declara- 
tion. He  said,  that  ever  since  the  diffusion  of  that 
light  in  Europe  which  had  produced  the  French 
ReTolation,  that  vast  political  iBtna,  whose  every 
eruption  made  Europe  tremble  and  turn  pale,  and 
the  furious  tide  of  wnose  burning  lava  threatened 
to  overwhelm  every  nation  of  the  continent,  there 
bad  been  an  intelligence  at  work  at  the  root  of 
fociety,  an  inextinguishable  spark  thrown  among 
its  elements,  which  renderea  it  impossible  that 
ttien  should  long  submit  to  a  system  so  monstrous, 
boih  in  theory  and  practice,  as  that  of  the  Holy 
Alliance.    Sir,  we  helieve  this.    It  cannot  last, 
Bji''    That  horizontal  division  of  society,  of  which 
the  gentteman  had  so  strikingly  spoken,  must  and 
^ili  be  broken  up;  those  glittering  pageants  who 
now  appear  in  the  upper  section,  rely  upon  it,  sir. 


are  more  formidable  in  appearance  than  in  reality. 
The  materials  are  already  in  existence;  they  are 
present  in  the  lower  section,  which  must  ulti- 
mately blow  up  this  state  of  things,  and  prostrate 
these  hiffh  dignitaries  into  proportionate  aegrada- 
tion.  Whenever  we  see  a  combination  of  bad 
men,  (whether  monarchs  or  others,^  we  may  al- 
ways conclude,  on  the  general  principles  and  his- 
tory of  human  things,  that  the  combination  will 
ultimately  be  crushed.  The  alliance  of  these  con- 
federated monarchs  is  a  rope  of  sand — it  rests  on 
principles  false  and  selfish,  and  its  continuance 
will,  of  necessity,  be  temporary  and  transient.  As 
soon  as  one  of  the  confederated  Powers  becomes 
overgrown,  the  combination  will  split  to  pieces — 
and  when  that  happens,  Europe  will  have  too< 
much  work  at  home  to  look  elsewhere. 

Sir,  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts was  a  string  of  truisms ;  each  of  these 
was  incontrovertible;  each  of  them  made  a  mel- 
low and  a  deep  impression  on  my  own  mind;  but, 
sir,  I  differ  wholly  from  that  gentleman  in  the 
application  that  he  made  of  them.  It  does  not 
follow,  because  I  felt  and  acknowledged  the  truth 
of  each  of  the  facts  and  opinions  he  stated,  that 
the  whole,  as  combined,  produced  an  equal  con- 
viction. Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  a  common-place 
man  j  I  can  boast  of  no  effect  of  inspiration ;  I 
have  not  dived  far  into  the  wells  of  science,  nor 
have  I  been  touched  by  the  wand  of  any  or  the 
magicians  of  learning  or  genius ;  I  am  of  those 
who  believe  that  there  is  no  mode  to  receive  light 
from  Heaven  but  that  which  is  common  to  man- 
kind ;  and  that,  as  in  the  physical  world,  the  orb 
of  day  illumines  alike  the  various  districts  of  our 
country,  shines  equally  on  the  South  as  he  does 
on  the  North,  and  on  the  West  as  the  East,  so 
does  the  great  orbit  of  uncreated  li^ht  illumine 
alike  the  world  of  intellect.  But,  sir,  this  is  a 
question  that  has  a  native  tendency  to  unbase  the 
mind ;  to  throw  it  completely  off  its  balance ;  and 
its  discussion  is  therefore  to  be  approached  and 
conducted  with  the  utmost  caution.  And,  sir.  let 
us  not  forget  that  this  Government  is  one  calcu- 
lated not  for  to-day  or  to-morrow,  but  that  its  ben- 
efits and  effects  are  to  endure,  and  to  diffuse  them- 
selves ultimately  over  the  whole  world.  I  listened 
with  interest  to  the  historical  detail  so  ably  and 
beautifully  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, respecting  the  treatment  of  the  Greek 
nation  by  the  monarchs  of  Europe.  The  story 
was  interesting,  from  its  manner ;  but,  sir,  it  was 
not  new.  We  all  know  that  power  cares  nothing 
for  right ;  that  it  treads  on  every  thing ;  that,  in 
its  eagerness  for  acquisition,  it  grasps  at  more  than 
it  can  holcL  and,  by  graspine  at  too  much,  un- 
nerves itself  by  its  own  cupidity.  But,  sir,  let  it 
go  on  to  grasp;  let  it  go  on  to  accumulate;  let  it 
continue  to  pursue  its  crooked,  transverse,  and 
contracted  policy ;  it  is  now  nothing  to  us.  We 
have  got  through  all  that;  we  fear  it  no  longer. 
But,  sir,  is  it  therefore  necessary  or  proper  for  us 
to  do  even  what  the  modest  and  very  moderate 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
proposes?  Are  we  called  to  step  out  of  our  char- 
acter and  mmgle  again  in  the  turmoil  of  Euro- 
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pean  politics  ?  Above  all^  sir,  shall  we  approach 
the  struggling  Greeks  with  fair  words  and  a 
smiling  countenance,  but  with  nothing  ia  our 
hand  to  aid  them?  I  know,  sir,  that  there  is 
much  in  manner.  I  know  that  the  great  orator  of 
antiquity,  when  he  was  asked  what  was  the  first 
requisite  in  an  orator,  answered  "  manner ;"  and 
when  asked  what  was  the  second,  answered  ''man- 
ner;" and  when  asked  what  was  the  third,  still 
answered  "manner;"  but  I  fancy,  sir,  if  that  im- 
mortal example  and  teacher  of  eloquence  were  an 
auditor  of  our  present  discussions,  and  should  be 
asked  what  was  chiefly  required  in  the  intercourse 
of  this  nation  with  Greece^  he  would  answer 
something  else  than  "  manner;"  he  would  ad^i^ 
^  some  proof  of  Our  sincerity.  What  is  the  Ian- 
ffuage  of  Mr.  Luriottis?  He  tells  you  that  he 
looks  to  this  country  for  friendship  and  assistance. 
Surely,  he  means  substantial  assistance.  He  does. 
Indeed,  with  the  politeness  of  a  cultivated  man, 
intimate  that  even  one  word  of  encouragement 
will  be  received  with  gratitude ;  but,  if  I  understand 
him,  he  does  not  seem  to  understand  our  princi- 
ples of  neutral  policy.  But,  sir,  admitting  aim  to 
mean  what  he  says,  would  it  not  be  disgraceful 
to  this  country  and  Government  to  take  for  our 
standard  of  actiop  the  modest  and  stinted  de- 
mands of  a  polite  correspondent,  instead  of  grant- 
ing the  measure  of  full  and  manly  aid  ?  But, 
Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  not  all.  I  did  once  think 
that  we  might  open  a  commercial  intercourse 
with  that  country ;  but  I  am  now  more  than  ever 
convinced  that  even  this  would  be  a  dangerous 
intercourse. 

Sir,  if  Greece  be  indeed  so  lovely,  ao  beautiful, 
so  exquisitely  touching  in  her  distress,  who  can 
approach  her  with  the  tears  upon  her  cheek,  and 
not  be  carried  away  by  his  pity  into  every  extreme 
of  imprudent  zeal  in  ner  cause  ?  Sir,  the  meas- 
ure now  proposed  will  only  prove  an  entering 
wedge  to  more ;  if  we  once  go  a  wooing  up  the 
Archipelago,  we  shall  ere  long  find  ourselves  where 
it  will  be  too  late  to  stop.  l7  we  look  at  the  his- 
tory of  our  country  thus  far,  we  find  no  precedent 
to  justify  it ;  we  find  nothing  in  the  writings  of 
any  of  our  greatest  and  wisest  men.  That  im- 
mortal man  who  saved  the  Republic  by  his  valor 
in  the  field,  and  saved  it  a  second  time  by  his  wis- 
dom in  the  cabinet,  he  who  seemed  to  possess  a 
mind  formed  for  the  whole  universe,  even  Wasb- 
INOTON  himself,  seemed  to  have  had  a  foreboding 
that  one  day  a  case  like  this  might  present  itself 
and,  in  his^arting  address,  warns  us  against  the 
danger.  Was  he  not  right  ?  Yes,  surely.  We 
had  won  our  independence  by  arms ;  a  wide  ocean 
separated  us  from  the  Old  World ;  he  knew  that 
we  were  a  peculiar  people  and  peculiarly  situated 
— that  we  live  alone;  and  he  advised  us  to  keep 
ourselves  free  from  embarrassing  connexions  with 
the  governments  of  Europe,  (all  of  which  had 
their  origin  in  the  dark  ages,  and  still  bear  the  im- 
press of  that  origin.)  and  to  cleave  to  the  ark  of 
our  own  liberties.  Was  this  unbene volenti  Was 
this  too  little  a  conduct  for  Wasbinqton  to  re- 
commend ?  No,  sir ;  we  had  bought  our  freedom 
with  our  own  blood — and  we  were  surely  doing 


enooffh  for  the  world,  if,  while  we  MiriooDded  the 
temple  of  our  liberty  with  a  wall  of  fire  from  our 
enemies,  we  made  an  opening  in  that  wall  to f^ 
ceive  whoever  would  come  to  iv  ma  a  frieod.  Yo; 
sir ;  I  repeat  it — this  Govemmeot,  by  itseumpk 
alone,  has  conferred  a  benefit  on  the  wfaokhumiB 
family.  That  example  brooded  over  the  mind  of 
France  till  it  produced  a  revolutioa  whieb  (hni»> 
ened,  and  had  at  one  time  nearly  accomplished, 
the  downfall  of  tyraany ;  that  same  example  i 
still  impregnating  themmd  ofcootineoCilEanm 
and  it  will  sooner  or  later  bring  forth  freedoii. 
Surelv,  sir,  if  we  open  this  fair  land,  witbillil 
signal  privileges,  as  a  refuge  for  the  oppiead 
from  every  land,  we  do,  on  that  subject,  all  tha 
we  are  called  to  do.  Should  we,  in  a  spirit  of  nil 
adventure,  attempt  to  do  more,  may  not  the  if 

f tressed  have  reason,  some  day,  to  say  to  us,  Yob 
eft  your  home  and  let  your  house  bun  don 
where  not  only  you  miffht  have  remained 
we  too  found  a  refuge  f 

Mr.  Cast,  in  eonclasion,  said,  that  be  \Mti- 
and  believed  he  had  now  expressed  the  sentimeou 
which  became  an  American.  Let  u?,  in  our  pn- 
vate  capacity  as  nien,  as  freemen,  as  Chri>tiaDsif 
you  please,  feel  for  them,  cheer  them,  and  aid  theffl 
too ;  but  as  a  nation,  as  a  Government,  let  os  Di^ 
mingle  ourselves  with  the  embroiled  policy  ace  ^ 
the  endless  disputes  of  Europe.  He  had  DOt,  ^ 
said,  troubled  the  Committee  with  historicil^ 
tails — ^yet  there  were  some  lessons  on  this  sobjfct 
to  be  Learned  from  the  history  of  the  Grreeb  (best' 
selves.  When  Demosthenes  was  laboring  to  siTf 
the  Athenian  State,  he  advised  his  fellow-citizen!, 
instead  of  running  about  the  Forum,  asking  wbetf 
is  Philip  ?  What  is  Philip  doing  now  1  U  Pbilif 
dead?  to  look  after  their  own  affiiirs.  The  af- 
fairs of  Europe  are  to  us  this  Philip ;  and  the  a^ 
vice  of  the  immortal  orator  is  for  us  to  por^o^ 
He  trusted  neither  the  resolution  nor  the  sneod- 
ment  would  prevail — the  latter,  he  said,  makeft 
promise  to  the  ear,  but  breaks  it  to  the  UDder>tao^ 
ittg.  In  the  name  of  candor  and  (he  felt  incM 
to  add)  in  the  name  of  CM,  if  you  do  not  inteoii 
to  go  wther,  give  nothing  that  may  be  wdccoiHi 
as  a  pledge. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  rose  and  obserrei 
that  he  had  no  idea  that  any  thing  that  he  bad  '•^ 
say  would  change  a  single  vote .  on  the  que$tio&< 
but  that  the  subject  had  created  great  excitemffi^ 
in  the  community,  and  that  what  he  should  ^)) 
would  be  merely  m  justification  of  the  vote  wbieli 
he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  give. 

He  observed,  that  the  resolution,  as  expiaiQ^ 
by  its  advocates,  implies  that  the  United  States 
are  the  guardians  of  liberty,  and  are  bouod  |(> 
propagate  it  among  all  nations.  Sir,  said  Mr.  "•? 
this  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Pope,  of  Mahomet,  aad 
Bonaparte,  and  leads  to  universal  war — touDit^' 
sal  power.  Before  we  admit  this  doctrine,  it  woolti 
be  well  to  examine  what  was  our  doty  ss  a  na- 
tion. The  duties  of  every  nation  are  limited » 
the  prosperity  and  security  of  its  own  citizens;  i|. 
owes  nothing  to  other  nations  but  the  duties  i|| 
humanity.  This  is  more  particularly  the  case  ffi"^ 
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agorernmeot  like  ours,  which  is  oaly  intrustad 
with  certain  specific  powers. 

The  Groveroment  of  the  United  States  is  bound 
to  employ  the  treaty-making  power,  so  as  to  se- 
cure a  market  to  our  own  citizens  ibr  the  encour- 
agement of  their  industry,  by  stipulations  with 
other  nations  for  the  mutual  exohaxige  of  their  pro- 
ductions, and  to  employ. tbeic  power  over  imports, 
so  as  to  foster  domestic  industry,  and  prevent  its 
being  overwhelmed  by  nn  unequal  competition  in 
our  own  markets. 

The  Qovernment  is  also  bound  to  provide  a  navy 
and  army^  wiih  such  national  establishments  as 
are  necessary  to  repel  or  redress  injury  from  other 
nations,  and  this  is  the  limit  of  its  authority  in  re- 
lation to  other  nations.  We  have  jno  authority 
from  the  Constitution  to  embark  in  wars  of  am- 
bition, or  to  propagate  the  principlies  of  religion 
us  liberty  by  the  sword. 

Because  the  world  is  full  of  oppression,  is  this 
Government  the  Hercules  that  is  to  free  it  from 
the  monsters  of  tyranny  and  slavery  ?  And  are 
we  bound  to  emulate  the  chivalrous  achievements 
of  the  renowned  Knight  of  La  Mancha,  by  en- 
gaging in  conflict  with  every  windmill  that  we 
may,  in  the  delirium  of  our  frenzy,  imagine  to 
be  a  tyrant  ? 

It  will  be  asked,  is  oar  Government  to  be  of  no 
use  to  mankiad  ?  I  answer  yes ;  but  not  by  its 
fteeu  and  armies — not  by  embarking  in  a  military 
crusade  to  establish  the  empire  of  our  principles — 
not  by  estabiisbing  a  corps  of  diplomatic  apostles 
of  liberty,  but  by  the  moral  influence  of  its  ex- 
ample. 

It  presents  to  the  world  a  model  by  which  the 
rights  of  men  may  be  secured,  and  the  benefit  of 
good  government  may  be  obtained,  with  the  least 
sacrifice  of  individual  independence.  It  excites 
iaquiry — it  invites  examination;  the  knowledge 
of  it  will  be  convey^,  by  our  flag,  to  every  region 
of  the  earth.  Foreigners  will  visit  our  shores; 
they  will  examine  its. structure j  they  will  witness 
its  practical  operation;  they  will  discover  its  ex- 
ceUence ;  and  it  will  thus  difiuse  a  spirit  of  refor- 
mation tbrottgjiout  the  world. 

Much  has  been  said,  during  this  debate,  about 
the  spirit  of  Ihe  age.  The  present  age  is  distin- 
guished from  the  last  by  liberality  of  sentiment  in 
religion  and  politics.  The  American  Revolution, 
Bible  societies,  and  Christian  missions,  aided  by 
the  extension  of  commerce,  have  produced  this 
ehaoge.  it  does  not  need  the  aid  of  physical 
joeans— each  aid  would  obstruct  its  influence. 
This  moral  influence  is  all  powerful,  but  does  not 
irritate—does  not  excite  alarm— does  not  provoke 
opposition.  But,  let  it  be  connected  with  physi- 
cal means,  and  it  instantly  will  meet  with  resist- 
ance. Let  it,  then,  operate  as  il  has  done,  and 
^  may  expect  it  will  continue  to  produce  more 
and  more  important  results,  till  the  governments 
of  the  world  are  reformed. 

Sir,  the  measure  proposed  is  premature.  It  is 
predicated  on  the  supposition  that  the  Greeks  have 
already  achieved  their  independence.  It  is  alto- 
gether uncertain  what  will  be  the  result  of  their 
straggle.    In  the  document  communicated  by  the 


President,  it  is  supposed  to  be  uncertain.  It  may 
result  in  a  new  Grecian  monarchy  ^  and,  certain^ 
ly,  we  can  have  no  sympathy  for  success  in  a 
change  from  one  despotism  to  another.  Any  po- 
litical mission,  till  the  fact  of  their  independence 
is  ascertained,  is  an  infringement  of. the  law  of 
nations.  Public  ministers  are  the  means  of  inter- 
course between  independent  nations;  but  the  law  of 
nations  does  not  recoffnise  a  mission  from  one  in* 
dependent  Power  to  tne  subjects  of  another.  It  is 
stated  that,  in  cases  of  competition  for  a  Crown, 
or  in  case  of  civil  war,  where  parties  are  equal,  a 
minister  may  be  sent  to  either.  But,  in  case  of  a 
mission  to  subjects  in  rebellion,  who  should  prove 
unsuccessful^  it  will  be  a  violation  of  the  riffLts  of 
their  sovereign,  and  a  legitimate  cause  of  war; 
and  the  nation  who  sends  the  minister  ought  to  be 
prepared  to  aid  the  insurgents  by  force.  This  was 
the  case  of  the  French,  Spaniards,  and  Dutch,  who 
aided  us  ip  the  commencement  of  our  Revolution. 
They  calculated  from  the  beginning  to  aid.  us,  if 
it  should  become  necessary  to  the  success  of  our 
Revolution — but  it  is  not  proposed,  nor  is  it  in 
our  power,  to  do  this. 

Sir,  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  the  Greeks  pos- 
sess the  elementary  principles  that  are  necessary 
to  form  a  free  State.  If  a  people  possess  the  ele- 
ments of  freedom,  they  cannot  be  long  held  in 
slavery ;  and  if  they  are  destitute  of  these,  no  efibrta 
they  may  make  wul  terminate  in  the  establishment 
of  tree  institutions. 

The  love  of  liberty  is  so  ingrained  into  the  heart 
of  cverj  American,  that  we  are  apt  to  overlook 
the  dimculties  in  the  way  of  free  government,  and 
to  conclude  that  every  efibrt  in  favor  of  liberty 
will  be  successful. 

It  is  a  deception  to  compare  the  situation  of 
other  countries  with  ours,  at  the  commencement 
of  our  Revolution. 

We  inherited  the  principles  of  liberty  from  our 
ancestors;  we  were  educated  in  the  free  princi- 
ples of  the  common  law.  We  enjoyed  the  pror 
tection  of  person  and  property,  the  right  of  suf- 
frage, and  tri»l  by  jury ;  in  which  it  would 
require  a  century  for  any  people  who  have  been 
born  under  the  civil  law  to  be  instructed,  and 
much  longer  to  acquire  by  their  own  exertions. 

Sir,  are  gentlemen  aware  of  the  value  of  the 
inheritance  which  they  have  derived  from  their 
ancestors?  The  privilege  we  enjoy  is  the  result 
of  a  struggle  of  virtuous  and  enlightened  men  for 
more  than  six  hundred  years,  with  ignorance,  su- 
perstition, and  tyranny*  They  were  extorted  by 
Fiiecemeai,  with  incredible  labor  and  perseverance, 
t  was  more  than  two  hundred  years  from  the 
Great  Charter  to  the  Bill  of  Riffhts.  From  the 
time  of  the  Great  Charter  to  the  American  Revo- 
lution, distinguished  individuals  continued  the 
conflict,  breaking  one  fetter  after  another,  until 
their  persevering  efibrts  terminated  in  a  complete 
emancipation  of  this  country  from  the  shackles  of 
superstition  and  tyranny,  and  an  the  establishment 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  by  political  institu- 
tions conformable  to  the  principles  of  natural  lib- 
erty, and  calculated  to  secure  it. 

Sir,  the  peace  of  the  country  was  endiangered 


1135 


HISTORY  OF  OONORBSS. 


1136 


H.  opR. 


The  Greek  Canee. 


Jahvabt,  16M. 


tt  the  commencenieot  of  the  French  rerolutioD, 
by  disregarding  those  difficalties.  A  brief  exami- 
nation of  the  principles  that  are  essential  to  the 
structure  of  every  free  gorernment,  will  enable  as 
to  calculate  the  chances  of  a  straggle  in  faror  of 
liberty  with  ancient  institutions,  with  more  cor- 
rectness. 

Political  writers  agree,  with  one  voice,  that  no 
people  can  be  free,  who  have  not  intelligence  to 
understand  their  rights,  and  virtue  to  submit  to 
the  restraints  of  law,  as  well  as  to  aid  their  execu- 
tion by  the  moral  force  of  public  sentiment ;  but 
they  seem  to  have  overlooked  the  influence  of 
property  in  society.  Experience  proves,  that  in- 
telligence and  virtue  may  be  overbiorne  by  the  in- 
fluence of  property,  secured  to  a  few  by  the  laws 
of  the  society. 

Property  is  the  basis  of  power  in  societv.  This 
18  a  law  of  our  nature,  and  founded  in  the  moral 
constitution  of  man.  Men  will  be  governed  by 
their  wants,  and  will  be  subservient  to  those  who 
feed  them,  or  who  furnish  them  with  the  means 
of  feeding  themselves.  The  condition  of  the  real 
property  of  any  country  will  control  and  modify 
the  Government.  The  possession  of  the  whole 
country  by  a  few  persons,  secured  by  the  laws  of 
primogeniture  and  restraints  against  alienation, 
will  necessarily  lead  to  monarchy  or  aristocracy ; 
an  equalitjr  of  property  in  the  soil,  or  the  power  ol 
acquiring  it,  will  lead  to  a  republic.  The  first 
was  the  plan  of  the  feudal  system ;  the  second  is 
the  plan  embraced  by  the  constitutions  and  laws 
of  the  States  that  compose  our  Union.  The  here- 
ditary descent  of  property  and  established  ranks, 
with  exclusive  privileges,  lie  at  the  foundation  of 
the  European  Governments — the  great  mass  of 
the  people  are  tenants,  laborers,  and  artisans,  with- 
out any  interest  in  the  soil. 

Before  free  Governments  can  be  established  in 
those  countries,  the  existing  establishments  must 
be  rased  to  their  foundations,  and  the  whole  struc- 
ture of  society  must  be  reorganized ;  the  restraints 
on  alienation  must  be  removed,  ranks  abolished, 
and  equality  of  civil  privileges  established. 

Were  the  people  admitted  to  share  in  legislation, 
while  the  feudal  principles  of  rank  and  property 
remain,  their  power  would  be  unavailing  to  with- 
stand tneir  influence — the  power  of  society  would 
remain  in  the  same  hands  with  the  property,  and 
would  control  the  acts  of  the  Legislature.  The 
British  Parliament,  with  their  peculiar  advan- 
tages, have  never  been  able  to  relieve  the  nation 
from  the  dominion  of  the  feudal  system. 

No  revolution  that  does  not  render  real  propertr 
partible,  and  couple  the  power  of  alienation  with 
the  ownerships,  so  that  tne  ^reat  bodv  of  the  peo- 
ple may  become  interested  in  the  soil,  and  have  a 
common  interest  in  the  country,  can  be  the  basis 
of  a  permanent  free  Government.  It  was  because 
these  changes  were  not  made  in  the  established 
order  of  things,  that  so  many  attempts  to  establish 
free  Governments  have  failed.  This  was  the 
cause  of  the  failure  of  the  cfibrts  that  were  made 
in  England,  in  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  not  the  want  of  virtue  in  those  who  conducted 
them,  as  Montesquieu  supposes.    This  was  the  | 


cause  of  the  failure  of  similar  efforts  in  FriM^ 
during  her  revolution.  They  both  removed  tbe  re> 
straints  on  lands  held  in  mortmain,  bat  tbereibey 
stopped — the  same  result  will  forever  be  prodoced 
where  the  revolution  does  not  affect  tbe  feudal 
principles  of  rank  and  property.  It  was  uDderi 
conviction  of  the  necessity  of  the  division  andalin- 
ability  of  real  property  to  the  establishment  ud 
permanency  of  free  Government,  that  the  serml 
States  in  oar  Union  abolished  entails  and  the 
rights  of  primogeniture;  and  it  is  in  accordioec 
with  the  same  views  that  the  coarts  of  tbe  dife- 
ent  States  will  not  tolerate  any  disposition  of  ml 
property  that  leads  to  a  perpetuity. 

The  tendency  of  society  to  inequality  is  as  coi- 
stant  as  gravity  to  the  centre;  laws  that  ftTorioe- 
quality  are  hostile  to  liberty ;  and  the  eicdleott 
of  a  free  GoTernment,  u  its  fitness  to  coontend 
this  tendency  of  societv.  The  alienability  of  ml 
property  is  an  essential  element  of  freedom— it  ii 
the  source  of  all  the  virtues  necessary  to  sustiio  ii 
— ^it  is  the  parent  of  industry,  eoonomy,'indepeBd- 
ence,  and  patriotism — it  is  the  redeeming  princh 
pie  that  will  preserve  all  the  rest  from  corruptioB; 
where  it  exists  the  empire  of  liberty  is  secure.  The 
incorporation  of  this  principle  in  ihe  laws  and  eo^ 
stitutions  of  the  United  Slates  affords  the  stroog^t 
assurance  of  the  perpetual  duration  of  lib^f  is 
this  country. 

The  condition  of  real  estate  in  South  Ameria 
is  what  endangers  the  success  of  the  efforts  there 
made  to  establish  free  institutions.  One-tbird  of 
the  real  property  is  said  to  be  in  mortmain,  and  is 
occupied  by  tenants  who  are  under  the  control  of 
the  ecclesiastical  establishments.  In  some  of  (Ik 
provinces,  there  is  a  species  of  nobility,  who  biTc 
immense  possessions,  secured  by  law ;  and  UDless 
they  remove  tbe  restraints  on  the  partition  aod 
alienation  of  real  estate,  and  secure  an  equality  cf 
ciril  privileges,  by  their  new  constitutions,  the 
temple  of  liberty  will  rest  on  a  sandy  foundatioD, 
that  will  not  long  sustain  it 

Do  the  Greeks  possess  the  elementary  principies 
of  freedom  ?    This  is  verv  doubtful.    They  are 
represented  by  the  travellers  who  have  visited 
them,  in  general,  as  grossly  ignorant  of  poliiica) 
principles — as  by  no  means  distinguished  for  ■ 
scrupulous  sense  of  moral  obligation,  and  as  use- 
qual  with  regard  to  property.    There  are  some  in- 
tellieent  men  among  them,  who  have  been  eds- 
cated  in  Italy,  Germany,  or  France,  but  tbe  grrtt 
mass  of  the  people  have  very  little  knowl«%e  d 
the  free  States  that  once  existed  in  that  cooatry: 
it  is  but  recently  that  their  ambition  has  extended 
further  than  to  re-establish  the  Greek  Empire  with- 
out any  design  to  form  a  free  Sute.    Tbe  Otu>- 
man  Empire  has  been  decaying  ever  siaee  tbe  dc- 
covery  or  a  passage  to  India  by  the  Cape  of  OooA 
Hope.    Tbe  provinces  are  becoming  iadependeat 
and  new  sects  are  dissolving  the  only  bond  that 
held  them  together.    The  Greeks  also  eonstitoie 
the  largest  part  of  the  population  of  Europe.  Tfaef 
will  probably  succeed  in  rendering  themsH res  in- 
dependent of  the  Porte,  and  will,  most  probsHy. 
transfer  their  allegiance  to  a  Russian  Pnnce,  and 
erect  a  new  Grecian  Monarchy.  Theyo&yiifl^(™ 
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their  chains,  but  wiU^not  at  present  establish  a  free 
State. 

The  adoption  of  the  resolution,  under  these  cir- 
eamstances,  would  be  premature,  and  might  in- 
volve OS  in  the  absurdity  of  recognising  as  a  fact 
what  does  not  exist.  But  the  strongest  objection 
I  bare  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  is,  .that 
it  may  involve  us  in  a  war  with  the  nations  of 
Earope.  The  facts  disclosed  in  this  debate,  as 
well  as  the  Message  of  the  President,  are  calculated 
to  excite  some  apprehensions  of  danger  to  our  re* 
pose. 

We  hare  subsisting  causes  of  controrersy  with 
some  of  those  Powers.  Is  it  prudent  to  multiply 
tbem  ?  The  principles  of  our  political  institutions 
are  ia  direct  opposition.  We  hold  that  all  power 
resides  in  the  bands  of  the  people ;  that  Govern- 
meDt  is  formed  by  them,  ana  for  their  benefit,  and 
is  to  be  administered  by  persons  chosen  fur  limited 
periods,  who  are  responsible  to  them  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  the  trust.  They  hold  that  all 
]Mwer  resides  in  the  Sovereign,  and  that  any  par- 
ticipation to  which  the  people  may  t>e  admitted, 
is  an  emanation  from  the  grace  ana  favor  of  the 
Sovereign.  These  principles  are  as  opposite  as 
light  aod  darkness :  they  cannot  coalesce.  The 
extension  of  one  is  the  extermination  of  the  other. 

Sir^  the  existence  of  our  form  of  government  n 
a  subject  of  anxiety  to  the  Sovereigns  of  Europe. 
Our  twenty-four  States  form  a  new  constellation 
in  (he  northern  hemisphere,  which,  though  scarcely 
visible  above  the  horizon,  sheds  a  partial  bat  om- 
iooQs  light  on  the  old  world—- 

"  As  when  the  sun,  new  risen, 
Looks  through  the  hortzontai  misty  air, 
Shorn  of  his  beams,  or  from  behind  the 
Moon,  in  dim  eclipse,  disastrous  twilight 
Sheds  on  half  the  nations,  and, 
IViibfear  of  change,  perplexes  monarchs.'* 

It  is  the  sword  of  Damocles,  which  disturbs  the 
slombers  of  despotism,  and  is  incompatible  with 
its  repose.  Has  not  the  extension  of  our  principles, 
bj  the  revolutions  in  South  America,  excited  ter- 
ror and  dismay  1  and  do  we  not  hear,  in  every 
murmuring  breeze  that  is  wafted  from  the  eastern 
continent,  m  broken  whispers,  ddenda  est  Carihago^ 
tad  shall  we  not  be  upon  our  guard  1 

War  with  all  Europe  would  be  extremely  per- 
nicioas  to  us ;  not  that  I  have  any  apprehensions 
of  uur  being  subdued ;  but,  by  its  wasting  energies, 
it  would  be  less  injurious  to  them  than  to  us.  We 
ve  not  able  to  contend  with  them  on  equal  terms  \ 
our  incapacity  arises  from  the  felicity  of  ouf  con- 
dition. 

Thev  have  an  accumulation  of  capital,  the  pro- 
duct ot  ages  of  industry — they  have  a  surplus  pop- 
nation  which  is  a  burden  to  them,  and  from  which 
war  would  relieve  them.  They  can  embark  in 
War  without  interrupting  the  common  pursuits  of 
hfe,or  materially  affecting  their  revenue.  On  the 
^Qtrary,  we  need  our  whole  capital  for  public 
improvements,  and  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the 
institutions  which  are  necessary  for  the  develop- 
ment of  domestic  industry.  We  have  no  menai- 
cant  population  to  form  an  army.    Our  soldiers 


must  be  taken  from  the  plough,  and  the  common 
pursuits  of  life. 

War  with  us  deranges  industry,  interferes  with 
our  private  puvKu  its— affects  every  cottage — arrests 
the  progress  of  our  improvemeni-^annibilates  our 
ordinary  revenue,  and  augments  the  necessity^ 
while  it  dioiinishes  our  ability,  of  contributing  to 
the  public  energies. 

Recollect  the  embarrassments  of  the  year  1614, 
for  men  and  money — recollect  the  universal  dis- 
tress occasioned  by  the  calls  of  the  militia  from 
their  occupations  to  the  seaboard  and  to  the  fron* 
tiers,  and  pause  before  you  pass  this  resolution. 
Let  every  man  lay  his  hand  on  his  heart,  and  ask 
himself,  if  such  was  our  distress,  when  engaged 
only  with  a  part  of  the  force  of  a  single  Power. 
what  would  nave  been  our  condition,  what  would 
again  be  our  condition,  against  the  world  in  arms  ? 

What  is  the  true  policy  of  this  country  in  rela^ 
tion  to  foreign  nations  ? 

The  common  Father  of  our  Country,  among  the 
treasures  of  wisdom  he  has  bequeathed  to  us  in 
his  Farewell  Address,  conjures  us,  in  extending 
our  commercial  connexions  with  foreign  nations, 
to  have  as  little  political  connexion  as  possible, 
and  the  Sase  of  Monticella  in  his  inaugural  speech, 
which  is  the  text  book  oi  his  political  opinions, 
councils  us  to  cultivate  peace,  commerce,  and 
honest  friendship,  with  all*  nations,  but  to  form 
entangling  alliances  with  none. 

The  same  course  of  policy  is  dictated  by  our 
physical  and  moral  condition.  Providence  has 
prepared  the  people  of  this  couotrj^  for  high  des- 
tinies. When  a  new  empire  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty  was  to  be  established,  he  selected  a  site  three 
thousand  miles  from  the  corruptions  of  Europe, 
which  would  have  checked  the  growth  of  the  insti- 
tutions that  were  to  secure  them.  When  we  were 
ripe  for  independence,  it  was  achieved,  and  now, 
to  favor  the  pro.s])erity  of  this  great  moral  empire, 
which  he  has  evidently  destined  to  be  the  scene 
of  higher  degrees  of  moral  excellence,  and  of  a 
greater  perfection  of  the  human  character,  and  of 
civil  society,  than  has  ever  before  been  witnessed, 
he  has  connected  our  felicity  with  an  incapacity 
for  wars  of  ambition,  or  conquest,  v^hich  would 
impair  it.  Is  not  this  a  mark  of  divinity  7  and  is 
not  the  monition  as  authoritative  as  a  voice  from 
Heaven  7 

8ir,  the  laws  of  moral  order  are  as  obvious  as 
the  laws  of  civil  society — ^the  sanctions  of  those 
laws  are  as  visible  as  your  public  prisons.  It  is 
a  law  of  moral  order,  that  men  should  avoid  all 
excess— the  sanction  of  this  law  is  ill  health,  pre- 
mature decay,  and  death.  It  is  a  law  of  moral 
order,  that  nations  should  live  in  peace  and  friend- 
ship ;  and  the  sanctions  of  this  law  are — derange- 
ment of  industry  J  insecurity,  loss  of  property,  loss 
of  lives,  oppressive  taxation,  poverty,  loss  of  lib- 
erty, despotism.  No  nation  ever  broke  this  law 
with  impunity ;  the  effects  are  recorded  in  history— 
they  are  verined  by  experience,  they  are  written 
in  colors  as  deep  as  the  tints  of  the  rainbow. 

Will  you  violate  this  law,  and  share  the  wretched 
iate  of  other  nations,  or  will  you  unite  with  the 
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dtsigns  of  Providence,  and  accept  the  happtoess 
that  is  tendered  to  your  acceptance  ? 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  claimed  indul- 
gence for  a  short  time,  while  be  should  offer  his 
views  upon  the  subject  now  before  the  Commit- 
tee. He  was  sensible  of  the  difficulty  of  adding 
any  thing  new  lo  the  discussion,  and  should  con- 
tent himself  in  following  somewhat  in  the  track 
of  his  honorable  colleague,  who  had  spoken  so 
ably  and  eloqoentlv  upon  the  question.  He  felt 
somewhat  surprised  at  the  manner  in  which  gen- 
tlemen who  opposed  the  resolution  had  treated 
the  subject.  The  adoption  of  this  resolution  had 
been  supposed  by  some  to  amount  to  a  declaration 
of  war  against  the  Turks.  Mr.  B.  thought  the 
resolution  had  nothing  hostile  in  its  character, 
and  contained  but  a  plain  expression  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  House.  If  it  had  no  feature  hostile  to 
any  other  nation,  the  House  had  certainly  a  right 
to  adopt  it — to  denv  that  right,  were  to  deny  the 
independence  of  this  country.  If  the  rising  of 
the  Ureeks  had  been  but  a  partial  insurrection,  or 
a  mere  temporary  tumult,  he  should  doubt  the 
wisdom  and  the  expediency  of  this  measure ;  but 
this  was  not  the  case.  And  yet  it  had  been  said 
that  it  would  be  unwise;  to  ^o  forth  and  act  upon 
such  a  subiect  where  our  interests  are  not  in- 
volved. There  was  not  a  member,  he  trusted,  on 
that  floor,  so  base  as  to  shrink  from  an  avowal  of 
his  opinion  in  this  contest ;  none  could  be  found 
so  degraded.  And,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  understood  this 
to  be  simply  a  question,  whether  it  was  right  to 
'  justify  the  President  or  the  United  States,  by  an 
^  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  House,  to  send  an 
agent  among  the  Greeks  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
quiry. In  the  consideration  of  this  proposition, 
he  thought  the  House  should  take  into  the  esti- 
mation the  fact,  whether  the  Greek  provinces 
have  actually  achieved  their  independence ;  and  if 
soj  whether  there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  that  they 
will  be  able  to  maintain  it.  He  believed  it  was 
not  denied,  from  any  quarter,  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  Grecian  territory  bad  been  rescued 
from  subjection — that  the  march  of  despotism 
hild  been  arrested  upon  the  ancient  Peloponnes- 
us— that  the  city  of  Corinth,  and  almost  all  the 
Grecian  islands,  had  been  made  free.  In  nearly 
every  encounter  on  the  ocean,  the  Greeks  had 
been  victorious,  and  by  a  general  system,  deter- 
mined, and  efficient,  had  endeavored  to  relieve 
themselves  from  an  intolerable  despotism,  which 
had  not  only  chained  down  the  body,  but  had  im- 
posed fetters  upon  the  mind,  and  tyrannized  over 
the  conscience.  If  it  were  then  true  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  Greeks  had  succeeded  in 
rendering  themselves  absolutely  free,  it  was  worth 
while  to  inquire  as  to  the  probe  Dili ty  of  their 
eventful  success  in  retaining  their  freedom. 

It  was  historically  true,  Mr.  B.  remarked,  that, 
in  struggles  of  this  character,  the  power  of  the 
invaders  was  always  gradually  weakened  and 
destroyed,  while  the  capacity  or  defence,  the  dis- 
cipline, and  the  strength  of  their  opponents,  was 
continually  increasing.  Every  battle,  whether 
won  or  lost,  did  but  the  more  surely  develope  their 
hi  ans  of  resistance,  every  day  gives  new  confi- 
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dence.  He  thought  it  peeoliaiiy  fortonate  for 
that  people  that  they  had  hitherto  resisted  tk 
efforts  of  those  who  were  endeavoriDg  to  roobjo- 
gate  ihem  alone ;  it  holds  out  a  prospect  that  tkef 
will  be  able  to  sustain  that  reaistance,  is  liii^ 
have  commenced  it  without  help. 

We  know  that  the  Powers  of  the  Holy  Alliuket 
have  recently  pursued  a  course  of  policy  confonD- 
able  to  their  ideas  of  legitimaey,  aad  of  tbe  set- 
tled order  of  things.  It  is  under  this  infloeaee 
that  they  have  refrained  from  interpostoff  io  be 
half  of  the  Greeks,  and  the  consequeace  of  ibis 
course  would  eventually  be  beneficial  to  theGreiks; 
they  would  be  better  without  lhi«  aid  than  toitn 
the  risk  of  being  thrown  in  as  the  fmake'wHgkti  of 
some  treaty,  or  used  merely  as  the  political  vien 
of  these  Powers  might  suggest. 

But,  Mr.  R  said,  there  was  a  power  existiDf  ii 
the  world  which  would  overawe  all  other  power- 
popular  opinion.  The  Emperors  of  Russian^ 
Austria  would  not  dare  to  join  their  forces  wid 
those  of  the  followers  of  Mahomet.  They  wooU 
not  dare  to  enter  Constantinople  for  such  a  mr- 
pose,  when  the  first  light  that  would  meet  tkb 
eyes  would  be  the  white  locks  bleached  ia  tbe 
wind,  flowing  from  the  venerable  head  of  tbe 
Greek  Patriarch,  who  had  fallen  a  victim  (b 
Turkish  barbarity. 

It  would  be  worth  while,  perhaps,  to  ezamiiK 
the  course  which  Kngland  had  taken  tovaiA 
this  people — England,  that  lofty-minded,  gene- 
roua.  anu  chivalrous  people — ^England,  who  teii; 
us  tnat,  to  the  brave,  the  free,  and  the  anfortn- 
nate,  her  arms  afford  protection,  and  her  bosom  > 
shelter.    What  had  England  done  for  ike  Greeb = 
When  their  Minis'ter  to  the  Ottoman  Porte  hifi 
witnessed  all  the  enormities  that  had  been  perf«; 
trated  upon  them ;  when  the  agonizing  shrieks  ai 
the  victims  of  Turkish  barbarity  rang  in  bis  ean. 
Lord  Castlereagh  was  not  so  Ctuizotic  as  to  io- 
terfere  in  the  concerns  of  foreign  natioos;  aa4 
the  documents  communicated  by  tbe  Execotire 
show  plainly  what  Lord  Strangford  had  ben 
doing.    It  seemed  that  the  object  of  the  Britisb 
Ministry  had  been  to  place  them  under  some  oae 
of  the  Princes  of  their  nation — in  fact,  to  roaW 
this  gallant  people  no  better  than  slaves.   Mr.  B. 
said  he  was  not  of  tbe  number  of  those  wbo 
thought  the  true  test  of  American  patriotisn  ccb- 
sisted  in  violent  denunciations  of  the  British  oa- 
tion — he  did  not  rest  the  acquisition  of  popahnty 
upon  that  point— but  he  did  think  that  the  policy 
of  the  English  nation,  in  regard  to  the  Greeb, 
had  been  a  mere  counting-house  policy.   Tbef 
had  looked  to  their  treasury,  and  considered  the 
probable  gain  or  loss,  which  was  to  result  frm 
the  one  course  or  the  other.    They  had  foiioveB 
too  servilely  the  maxim  of  the  younger  ^^^^ 
was  a  well  known  notion  of  his  that  the  Torkia 
Gk)vernment  should  always  be  considered  in 
treated  as  one  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  tbit 
this  was  necessary  to  preserve  the  lalaDCf<'^ 
power.    Perhaps  such  a  course  might  once  bav< 
been  wise,  but  time  often  rendered  it  necessarr  (^ 
change  existing  systems.    Had  the  younger  Fi» 
lived  tUl  this  time,  he  might  have  altered  t^^ 
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Tiews,  and  have  offered  the  aid  of  Bogland  to 
succor  the  eaose  of  the  struggUag  QreeEs — that 
aid  might  have  beeo  render^  in  money,  ships, 
and  soldiers.  But  still  there  is  enough  oi  geBe- 
rous  feeling  in  the  jB^reat  body  of  the  Bnglish  peO'- 
ple  to  prevent  Ministers  from  giving  open  aid.  to 
the  Torks  in  this  contest.  It  coold  not  be  be- 
lieved that  British  aid  would  be  rendered  to  the 
Ottoman  Emperor  with  the  consent  of  the  £ng* 
li&h  people. 

Unaided  and  alone,  the  Greeks  have  nobly  sos- 
laioed  their  ancient  character.  They, had  been 
subjected  to  the  greatest  hardships— they  had  be* 
held  iheir  infant  children  torn  from  their  embrace 
—their  wives  and  daughters  consigned  to  the  oat- 
rages  of  a  brutal  soldiery ;  and  no  hand  had  been 
extended  to  rescue  them.  But,  in  due  time,  a  no* 
ble  principle  of  resistance  was  awakened  ia  their 
souls — they  rose  in  the  majesty  of  their  strength, 
and  confounded  these  men  of  blood.  Another 
consideration  lessened  the  chance  that  the  Greeks 
would  be  again  subjected.  Nearly  four  centuries 
have  elapsed  since  the  Greeks  were  reduced  to  the 
dominion  of  the  Turks ;  and,  during  all  this  time, 
they  have  existed  as  an  entirely  distinct  people. 
So  ignorant  have  the  Turks  been  of  their  true 
policy,  that  they  have  neglected  to  unite  to  them, 
Dy  intimacy,  aod  similarity  of  habits  and  customs, 
this  people  whu)  wopld  have  been  their  greatest 
strength  and  safe-guard.  Hence,  in  the  Ottoman 
Empire,there  has  always  been  two  distinct  nations 
—having  no  family  alliances,  no  common  sym* 
pathy  or  faith ;  differing  in  language,  and  diffbc- 
log  in  interests — and  hence  it  is,  that  any  internal 
commotion  mUst  shake  such  a  nation  to  its  centre 
-~^d  if  foreign  difficulties  occur,  the  Turkish 
Gorernment  must  crumble  to  atoms^^tbat  Gov- 
ernment which  hps  been  the  terror,  but  i&now  the 
shame  of  the  world. 

Who  could  have  expected  that  such  noble  vir- 
toes  and  such  true  bravery  would  have  sprang  up 
among  an  enslaved  people,  as  has  been  exhibited 
bjr  the  Greeks?  Every  attempt  to  assert  their 
nghts  has  been  met  with  violence ;  their  imple- 
ments of  resistance  have  been  wrested  from  their 
hands ;  the  aabre  has  been  applied^  where  any  dis- 
affection was  manifested.  Under  all  circumstan- 
ces, it  was  niitural  enough  that  they  should  be 
distrustful  of  their  own  powers;  but  it  is  truly 
wonderful  that  theic  chaiacter  should  have  shown 
OQt  so  splendid.  The  gentleman  from  New  Yorjc, 
vbo  spoke  last,  seemed  to  think  that  the  modern 
Greeks  knew  very  little  of  the  ancients ;  and  were 
hardly  aware  that  such  a  city  as  Athena  once  was, 
bad  ever  existed.  [Mr.  Wooo  here  explained.] 
Mr.  Bay  LIES  said  be  was  glad  to  find  himself  mis- 
l^ken  in  the  intent  of  the  gentlemati's  remark. 
One  fact,  however,  would  serve  to  show  how  far 
their  intelligence  extended,  in  relation  to  their  an- 
cestors. It  had  been  asserted,  from  good  authority, 
fliat  the  common  Greeks  were  in  the  habit  of  read- 
ing Homer,  in  the  original.  If  this  were  the  case, 
the  barbarous  state  of  the  Greeks  could  not  be 
Qfffed  with  much  force. 

Mr.  B.  said,  be  had  heard  many  objections  to 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  now  under  consid- 


eration ;  but  the  most  plausibly  of  all  was,  the 
hazard  to  our  trade — that  the  scenes  of  piracy, 
which  had  so  often  disgraced  those  seas,  might  be 
renewed.  But,  he  conceived  there  was  little  dan- 
ger, on  this  head,  from  the  Turks ;  they  were  too 
mdolent  a  people;  preferring  to  occupy  their  time 
in  smoking  opium  in  their  camps.  Moet  of  the 
trade  which  was  in  danger  of  being  assailed,  we 
owe  to  the  Greeks — the  articles  we  get  from  Smyr- 
na are  mostly  produeed  and  carried  there  by  them. 
If  the  Greeks  are  exterminated,  that  trade  is  ex- 
terminated with  them.  If  the  Greeks  are  success* 
ful,  they  will  have  possession  of  the  very  d^M 
from  which  these  piracies  have  been  committed, 
and  will  be  enabled  to  put  a  stop  to  them — tbey 
will  check  the  stream  at  its  very  soured  Since 
the  establishment  of  our  Government,  we  have 
paid  tribute  to  prevent  the  depredations  of  these 
barbarians — ana  how  many  ot  our  citizens  hava 
poured  out  their  blood  in  conflicts  with  them,  and 
endured  the  worst  of  slavery  under  them  ?  We 
may  go  to  our  navy  yard,  and  read  upon  the  col* 
umn  there  the  names  of  those  who  were  thus  sac- 
rificed.  If  these  hordes  should  be  eventually  ex- 
terminated, cor  gain  miflht  far  surpass  any  loss  we 
should  incur.  Daring  the  four  centuries  that  the 
Turkish  empire  has  existed,  what  has  it  done  to 
illustrate  the  human  character?  What  has  it 
done  to  advance  the  human  intellect  ?  What  to 
promote  human  happiness?  The  Turks  have 
neld  existence  as  the  most  degraded  of  all  slaves; 
and  have  been  a  disgrace  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth. 

Mr.  Batuba  begged  leave  toi%coant,  not  in  hie 
own  language,  those  scenes  of  horrors,  from  which 
his  colleagues  who  had  spoken  on  this  subject, 
4iad  se^Hned  to  recoil.  This  Hall,  he  said,  had 
often  resounded  with  the  terrors  of  the  tomanawk 
and  scalping-knife ;  but  he  believed  no  gentleman* 
however  conversant  with  Indian  warfare,  could 
uqfold  a  tale  of  equal  honor,  with  that  which  he 
was  ^bout  to  read  to  the  House.  [Mr.  B.  here 
read  some  extracts  from  the  address  of  the  meat* 
chants  of  Scio,  in  behalf  of  their  distressed  breth- 
reou  depicting,  in  strong  and  feelinff  language,  the 
sufferings  the  devoted  people  of  that  island  had 
experieneed.]  Comment  on  such  a  paper,  said 
Mr.  Bayliss,  is  unneeessarY*  He  hoped  he  should 
be  indulged  by  the  Committee,  while  he  took  a 
brief  prospective  view  of  the  cnan^es  which  the 
success  or  the  Greeks  would  work  m  the  world* 
If  they  do  succeed,  it  will  be  owing  to  the  ei^ev* 
tions  of  an  able,  and  well  disciftlined  military  foroe^ 
it  will  be  employed  in  wresting  power  from  the 
hands  of  the  Turks,  and  it  will  go  on,  even  imst 
the  gates  of  Constantinople ;  and  if  the  Christian 
banner  once  waves  upon  the  towersof  St.  Sopbia'a, 
the  crescent  will  have  waned  forever.  If  other 
provinces  should  discover  the  glimmering  of  day^ 
tbey  would  soon  be  in  arms,. even  to  the  Bospho- 
rus  I  and  they  would  succeed  in  driving  back  this 
encamped  nation  to  the  region  in  which  they  ori- 
ginated, never  more  to  mar  the  fair  proportions  of 
that  moral  system,  which  should  shelter  and  pro- 
tect the  liberties  of  the  world. 

In  their  attacks  upon  the  Greeks,  the  Turks  had 
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been  peculiarly  assiduous  to  wreak  their  vengeanee  | 
upon  every  thing  connected  with  religion.  The 
monasteries,  the  churches,  and  the  priests,  bad 
been  the  first  to  be  sacrificed.  They  had  shown 
their  irrererence  of  the  Christian  religion,  con- 
spicuously, amidst  the  desolation  they  had  caused, 
if  the  Greeks  succeed  in  their  attempt,  they  will 
not  only  rescue  Syria,  but  the  Holv  Land  also. 
That  land,  so  celebrated  in  the  annals  of  cur  reli- 
gion, rendered  so  illustrious  by  its  miracles,  will 
soon  be  theirs.  Where  the  visions  of  the  giorj 
of  the  Almighty  have  appeared,  may  he  cheer  his 
chosen  warriors  by  the  cloud  and  the  pillar  of 
fire.  For  such  a  cause  as  this,  the  noblest  deeds 
of  chivalry  had  been  done;  for  this,  the  Lion- 
hearted  King  of  England  had  exerted  his  powers, 
in  a  manner  almost  too  romantic  for  conception. 

If  the  Greeks  prevail,  the  Mahometan  religion, 
a  religion  of  the  senses  and  the  sword,  will  be  ex- 
terminated. The  Bible  will  take  the  place  of  the 
Koran.  Religion,  softening,  elevating,  ^nd  re- 
fining the  human  character,  and  strengthening 
the  tone  of  moral  feeling,  will  be  established  in 
the  place  of  infidelity.  The  Greek  language,  a 
language  of  music,  poetry,  and  intelligence,  will 
soon  become  the  language  of  a  living  nation.  He 
would  not  appeal  to  the  sympathy  of  the  House 
by  calling  up  the  illustrious  names  which  adorned 
the  history  of  Greece.  There  was  not  a  gentle- 
man upon  that  floor,  whether  bis  mind  had  been 
disciplmed  in  the  school  of  the  classics  or  not, 
but  possessed  sufllcient  knowledge  of  those  names, 
and  of  that  history.  Whenever  the  light  of  sci- 
ence should  be  permitted  again  to  dawn  freely 
upon  her,  Ghreece  will  assume  a  new  and  glorious 
existence. 

Her  seas  studded  with  islands,  and  her  shored 
indented  with  harbors,  she  is  destined  to  become 
an  important  commercial  nation.  And  one  prin- 
ciple exisu,  in  regard  to  her  navigation,  which 
will  have  a  tendency  to  carrr  it  to  the  highest 
state  of  perfection :  her  vessels  are  owned  by  the 
persons  who  navigate  them,  like  the  whale  ships 
and  fishing  vessels  of  our  Northern  States;  and 
that  fact  is  a  most  fortunate  one,  towards  the 
commercial  importance  of  Greece.  She  may, 
possibly,  soon  become  the  third  naval  Power  m 
the  world ;  and  the  wooden  walls  of  Athens  may 
be  seen,  ere  long,  floatioff  upon  every  sea. 

Another  good  effect  from  the  success  of  the 
Greeks,  will  be  the  abolition  of  the  base  practice 
of  polygamy.  Woman,  when  she  is  allowed  her 
proper  riffhts  and  rank  in  society,  and  when  made 
the  friend  and  intimate  associate  of  man,  height- 
ens the  tone  of  every  rirtue,  and  elevates  the 
moral  character.  Her  influence  was  felt,  even  in 
the  schools  of  chivalry,  where  men  were  taught 
not  to  be  dishonorable ;  wbich^  in  barbarous  na- 
tions, supplied  the  place  of  civilization,  and  by 
which,  in  the  lan^age  of  Burke,  vice  lost  half  its 
evils,  by  losing  its  grossness.  Gentlemen  have 
undoubtedly  perceived  that  the  Greek  women  al- 
ready begin  to  feel  the  high  distinctions  of  which 
their  sex  is  susceptible.  The  Roman  matrons 
sacrificed  their  jewels  for  the  common  good ;  and 
females  in  other  countries  have  nobly  evinced 


their  devotion  to  the  public  cause;  but  no  otte 
women  have  discovered  such  high-toned  fedioj 
and  patriotism  as  the  females  of  modem  Greoe 

Mr.  Baylies  said  he  was  not  dis[90sed  to  think. 
with  the  gentleman  who  preceded  bim,  thatgnth 
tude  was  a  feeling  to  be  slighted,  eren  when  we 
had  to  recur  to  antiquity  for  its  objects.  Weovt 
a  deep  debt  to  ancient  Greece,  and  we  can  pay  n 
in  no  other  way  than  by  the  aid  we  can  foniisb 
to  her  descendants.  We  owe  to  the  ancints 
much  of  the  character  of  our  institutions.  TIk 
Grecian  republics  were  practically  and  theoRih 
caFly  free. 

How  much  money  is  gleaned  daily  from  tk 
pockets  of  the  rich  and  poor  to  «icoarage  tb» 
sions  to  the  Choctaws,  to  the  fiast  Indies,  to  tk 
Sandwich  Islands,  to  Africa,  and  other  pUca: 
and  what  a  matter  of  rejoicing  is  the  doal>tfiB 
conrersion  of  a  poor  Indian  considered?  Ift 
small  portion  of  the  money  thus  collected  cook 
be  applied  to  this  purpose,  of  much  Jess  doubrfsl 
merit,  it  would  render  the  most  essential  serria 
to  the  Greeks,  and  we  might  soon  see  them  i 
happy  people,  possessing  a  free  constitution. 

if  America  should  be  the  first  to  show  her  syo- 
pathy  with  the  sufierings,  and  her  wishes  for  tk 
success,  of  this  high-minded  and  injured  people. 
she  would  insure  to  herself  the  lore  and  the  gnti- 
tude  of  the  wise,  the  good,  and  the  brave  of  erm 
country  and  of  every  age. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  the  Con- 
mittee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtaiiw: 
leave  to  sit  again. 


ToDBSOAT,  January  22. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pd^ 
lie  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  (^ 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  granting  to  the  State  of 
Alabama  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  qoif- 
ter  sections  of  land,''  reported  the  same  witboet 
amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Conuoii* 
tee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocki,  the  committee  od  » 
much  of  the  public  accounts  and  expendittires  v 
relates  to  the  Department  of  the  Navy,  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  and  report,  spectallv,  toocbiof 
the  contingent  expenses  in  the  Navy  I)e|iarifflefit 
in  the  year  1817,  1818,  1819,  1820.  1821,  1^ 
and  1823,  designating  the  objects  of  expeDditore 
in  each  year,  separately,  and  to  whom  paid. 

Mr.  CocKB  supported  the  resolution  by  sutiog. 
that,  from  an  examination  of  the  acts  prondiof 
for  expenditures  in  the  Navy  Department,  froa 
$220,000  to  $230,000  was  appropriated  to  the  had 
of  contingencies,  besides  the  appropriations  for 
spec ific  obj ects.  There  was  now  before  the  Hop* 
a  proposal  to  increase  our  Navy  by  the  crecttM 
of  ten  additional  sloops  of  war ;  and,  if  tbatsboa» 
be  adopted,  and  the  contingent  expenses  incres^o 
in  proportion,  he  did  not  know  where  we  ^^ 
likely  to  stop.  The  object  of  his  resolotion  ^ 
to  direct  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  io  ^^ 
Department  to  look  back  and  see  what  bad  b^ 
appropriated  since  1817.  He  regretted  thatiw 
officer  who  lately  presided  in  thai  DejiarUDeo^ 
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is  no  longer  at  its  head ;  but  it  was  a  consolation 
ibat  we  have  at  the  head  of  it  an  officer  whose 
duty  it  is  to  look  after  this  expenditure.  While  he 
was  up,  with  a  view  to  save  the  necessity  of  a 
farther  resolution,  he  would  invite  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  look  also  into  the  pay  of  the 
officerb.  He  believed  that  such  officers  as  were  not 
OD  duty  now  receive  one-half  of  their  regular  pay ; 
be  thought  this  was  not  enough,  but  he  also  un- 
derstood that  an  arrangement  is  practised,  bv 
which  the  law  on  this  subject  is  virtually  evadecf. 
Both  subjects  certainly  invited  and  demanded 
inquiry. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  transmitting 
a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  denoting  the  periods  of  their  admission 
into  the  public  service,  the  dates.of  their  present 
comnaissions,  and  the  time  of  their  actual  service 
at  sea,  since  the  1st  January,  1815 ;  prepared  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House,  on  the 
16ih  of  December  ultimo;  which  letter  and  list 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  ORBEK  CAUSE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  on  the  Greek  resolution. 

Mr.  Cook,  having  the  privilege  of  the  floor, 
(having  moved  last  eveniu^  that  the  Committee 
ristfj  addressed  the  House  m  a  speech,  of  which 
the  following  is  the  outline : 

Mr.  Cook  said,  he  was  quite  sure  that  the 
knowledge  he  was  to  occupy  the  floor  at  thijs 
time  had  not  excited  much  expectation ;  and  be  felt 
as  sure  that  he  was  incapable  of  meeting,  in  any 
great  degree^  whatever  of  it  might  have  been  pro- 
duced. From  the  course  of  arffument  pursued  in 
relation  to  the  resolution  before  the  House,  it 
seemed  to  be  understood  as  a  proposition  fraught 
with  the  dangers  of  war,  and  calculated  to  involve 
ns  in  difficulties  with  the  Governments  of  the 
European  world;  after  such  views  had  been  taken 
of  it,  it  was  not  unreasonable  for  even  the  hum- 
blest member  of  the  House  to  assign  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  be  in  favor  of  the  measure. 

He  must  state,  in  the  outset,  that  on  this  sub- 
ject he  entirely  difiered  in  opinion  from  the  sen- 
liemaa  from  South  Carolina ;  and  was,  therefore, 
opposed  to  the  amendment  he  had  proposed. 
What,  in  effect,  was  the  amount  of  the  measure 
proposed  by  that  amendment?  A  strong  and  ar- 
dent wish  for  the  success  of  the  Greeks  in  ob- 
taining the  blessings  of  a  free  government.  But, 
Mr.  Chairman^  is  it  possible,  (asked  Mr.  C.,)  that 
>t  this  time  of  day,  after  our  blood  has  run  like 
Water  in  that  cause,  that  it  is  necessarv  to  pass  a 
formal  resolution,  to  inform  the  world  that  we 
sympathize  with  a  nation  engaged  in  the  same 
struggle  through  which  we  have  so  successfully 
passed  ?  Do  not  our  free  institutions,  do  not  the 
spirit  and  genius  of  our  Government,  does  not  our 
whole  history  and  our  whole  national  condition 
.  and  character,  proclaim  this  daily?  Sir,  our 
^  Chief  Magistrate,  in  Iiis  Message,  has  made  the 
declaration  already,  and  he  h^  therein  spoken 


the  sentiments  of  the  whole  American  people. 
This  is  enough ;  as  to  a  mere  deelaration  of  opin* 
ions  and  feelings,  it  is  useless  to  go  further.  He 
preferred  the  resoliftion  to  the  amendment.  In 
giving  his  reasons  for  this  preference,  Mr.  C. 
stated,  that  the  President,  in  his  Message,  had  in<* 
formed  the  House,  that,  "  from  the  facts  which 
have  come  to  our  knowledge,  there  is  good  cause 
to  believe  that  their  enemy  has  lost  I'orever  all 
dominion  over  them."  That  Greece  will  become 
again  an  independent  nation,  that  she  may  obtain 
that  rank,  (adds  the  President,)  is  the  ooject  of 
our  most  ardent  wishes.  Here,  said  Mr.  C,  we 
are  presented  with  the  facts  of  the  case— they  are 
separated  forever  from  their  barbarian  oppressors, 
and  they  have  a  separate  government  of  their 
own.  The  question  then  recurs,  whether,  when 
such  a  people  have  attained  such  a  measure  of 
success  and  independence,  we,  the  American 
people,  shall  look  oo  the  sight  with  cold  indifler* 
ence,  or  whether  we  shall  not  hail  them  with  joy? 
Whether  we  shall  sit  still  and  hold  no  intercourse 
with  them,  or  whether  we  shall  prepare  to  give 
some  demonstration  of  a  wish  for  amicable  rela- 
tions with  them  ?  Sir,  setting  aside  all  commer* 
cial  calculations  on  one  side,  if  we  had  not  now. 
and  never  should  have  a  single  dollar's  worth  of 
commerce  with  their  shore,  the  love  of  freedom  is 
itself  inducement  enough  for  us  to  meet  them 
with  smiles  and  a  cheering  expression  of  our  good 
will.  But,  sir,  turn  to  the  communications  laid 
upon  your  table:  what  says  our  Secretary  of 
State  to  the  organ  of  this  newly  established  gov- 
ernment, (Mr.  Luriottis  ?)  "  It  will  give  us  pleas- 
ure to  learn,  from  time  to  time,  the  actual  state  of 
their  cause,  political  and  military."  And  how, 
sir,  are  we  to  learn  this?  Through  newspaper 
articles,  of  doubtful  authority,  and  distorted,  ac- 
cording to  the  views  or  interests  of  the  hands 
through  which  they  pass  ?  Surely  not.  If  such 
information  be  desirable  and  necessary,  the  reso- 
lution before  you  provides  a  direct  mode  by  which 
it  may  be  obtained.  It  provides  for  the  sending 
to  that  country  an  intelligent  and  respectable  man, 
who,  whether  he  sustain  an  officiaf  character  or 
not,  may  possess  opportunities  to  obtain  the  most 
authentic  information  of  all  that  relates  to  her 
situation  and  progress.  The  Secretary  of  State^ 
in  his  letter  to  our  Minister  at  London,  speaking 
of  Greece,  says,  *'  the  public  accounts  from  that 
quarter  have  been,  of  late,  very  scanty;  and  we 
shall  be  glad  to  obtain  any  authentic  particulars 
which  may  come  to  your  knowledge."  This 
statement,  sir,  is  official ;  the  resolution  proposes 
a  mode  oi  meeting  and  supplying  the  desideratum 
thus  officially  acknowledged,  and  it  does  nothing 
more. 

We  have  been  told,  sir.  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  that  this  resolution  is  premature;  that 
Greece  is  not  yet  in  a  situation  to  render  such  a 
measure  expedient.  But,  sir,  that  gentleman's 
argument,  and  others  on  the  same  side,  seem  to 
take  it  for  granted  that  the  resolution  aims  at  a 
coalition — an  alliance.  Sir,  if  that  were  the  case, 
the  resolution  would  indeed  be  at  present  prema- 
ture ;  and,  what  is  more,  sir,  it  will  at  all  future 
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times  be  equally  prematore ;  to  seek  foreign  alli- 
asces  will  never  be  the  true  policy  of  this  Qorern- 
ment.  But  no  such  thing  is  in  the  resolution,  nor 
is  intended  by  its  friends.  Its  utmost  scope  is 
diplomatic  intercourse.  The  Greeks,  as  has  been 
already  insisted  on,  have  succeeded  in  separating 
themselves  from  the  Turkish  empire ;  and  thotigh 
no  Government  has  yet  ventured  to  acknowledge 
their  independence,  it  is  no  reason  that  we  may 
not  see  fit  to  do  so.  When  we  acknowledged  chat 
of  the  South  American  provinces,  no  Government 
had  acknowledged  it  before  us.  No,  sir,  the  reso- 
lution is  not  premature.  Look  at  the  doctrine 
laid  down  for  eternal  ages  by  these  United  States 
in  '76.  It  is  the  doctrine  of  true  freedom — the 
doctrine  of  the  God  of  nature  himself.  [Here 
Mr.  C.  quoted  the  nreamble  to  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.]  This,  sir,  is  the  doctrine  which 
is  the  last  hope  and  refuge  of  men,  and  which  is 
destined  ultimately  to  redeem  Asia,  Europe,  and 
Africa,  from  their  yoke  of  bondage.  These  are 
the  principles  whence  has  sprung,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  proceed,  the  intellectual,  moral,  and  social 
improvement  or  oar  taee.  On  these  principles 
Greece  has  dared  to  act;  she  has  broken  her 
chains,  and  set  up  for  herself  a  free  Government ; 
in  recognising  that  Government,  we  break  no  in- 
ternational law.  Sir,  these  principles,  to  use  the 
language  of  an  eloquent  statesman,  are  not  the 
manufacture  of  the  people  of  the  United  States; 
they  are  principles  which  have  come  down  fVom 
the  earliest  periods  of  human  existence.  [Here 
Mr.  C.  read  a  quotation  from  an  oration  of  the 
honorable  John  duincy  Adams.]  If  these  im- 
mortal truths  are  to  be  admitted,  then  surely  the 
Qfeeks  have  done  only  what  they  had  a  right, 
both  moral  and  political,  to  do. 

But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  was  willing  to  argue  the 
propriety  of  the  resolution  on  another  ground— on 
the  {rround  of  the  Constitutional  power  and  duty 
of  Congress  to  regulate  foreign  commerce.  It 
was  a  part  of  this  superintending  and  fostering 
dutjr  towards  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
Union  to  send  agents  into  foreign  countries  to 
obtain  information  and  to  facilitate  the  arrange- 
ments of  trade.  Suppose,  instead  of  being  what 
It  now  is,  our  trade  with  Greece  was  of  great  and 
important  extent—Would  the  political  state  of 
that  country  deprive  us  of  the  right  to  regulate 
•nd  protect  our  commerce?  Suppose  half  Eu- 
rope was  in  a  state  of  political  convulsion — ^Are 
we  to  have  no  commercial  relations  with  her,  or 
•genu  to  take  care  of  those  relations  ?  Must  our 
commerce  languish  or  be  cut  off  whenever  the 
Slates  of  Europe  choose  to  quarrel  with  each 
other  ?  Yet  that  is  the  scope  of  the  argument. 
Surely,  gentlemen  who  avow  such  hostility  to 
internal  improvements,  will  not  advocate  an  argu- 
ment which  goes  to  paraljrze  the  interest  so  dear 
to  them*— the  commercial  mterest  of  these  States ! 
But  if  we  may,  without  just  cause  of  offence  to 
other  nations,  protect  and  regulate  our  commerce, 
then,  without  such  offence,  we  may  send  an  agent 
to  Gfteeee. 

Bat  we  are  told  the  practical  result  of  such  a 
measure  wiii  be  to  embroil  us  with  the  Suropein 


Governments;  to  involve  us  in  the  disseosiou 
and  contests  of  the  multifarious  Jagglen  of  (Ik 
corruptions  of  the  Old  World,  cat  how  is  iki} 
shown?  Has  not  England  (herself  a  memberti 
least  to  a  certain  extent,  of  the  Holy  A\hm) 
sent  commercial  agents  to  Sooth  America?  m 
them  long  ago,  though  the  independence  of  \\m 
Governments  is  still  disputed  by  the  mother cotn- 
try  ?  Is  this  policy  of  Britain  an  infraction  of  the 
law  of  nations  ?  Has  any  Cotirt  complsiotd  d 
it?  Have  any  Cabinets  protested  against  it! 
Has  this  involved  or  embroiled  her  with  aojof 
her  neighbors?  No,  sir;  nor  is  such  the  object, 
nor  will  such  be  the  effect  of  the  measure  dov 
before  you  ;  it  aims  merely  at  obtaining  socfa  lo- 
thentie  intelligence  of  the  progress  of  the  Greek 
cause  as  will  enable  us  to  judge  when  it  will  be 
expedient  to  stretch  out  our  hand,  and  welcon 
her  as  a  sister,  into  the  fraternity  of  Republics. 

The  interests  at  present  involved  in  the  nsolo- 
tion,  are,  in  my  view,  as  nothing;  the  prin:iple 
of  the  resolution,  to  me,  is  every  thing.  1  do 
mainuin,  sir,  that  we  have  a  right,  witboat  of- 
fending any  Power  on  earth,  to  maintain  officiii 
intercourse  with  any  Government  holding,  v 
fatto^  exclusive  power  over  its  own  territory; 
if  not,  we  have  no  right  to  protect  our  commerce, 
and  we  do  so  by  mere  sufferaiice  of  others.  Bb: 
Greece  does,  at  this  day,  exercise  exclusive  povc 
over  her  own  soil ;  and,  therefore,  we  have  a  ri|ii! 
to  open,  and  to  keep  open,  diplomatic  intercoune 
funquestionably  commercial  agency)  with  ber. 
And,  bavins  the  risht,  sir,  it  is  our  duty  to  act 
with  some  degree  of  generous  feeling  towards  i 
people  like  this,  struggling  victoriooslv  for  tk 
dearest  rights  of  men.  If  we  refuse  it,  i  fesr,  sir, 
the  world  will  think  our  practice  at  war  with  oar 
professions ;  that  we  are  wanting  in  generous  ^i 
manly  feeling  for  our  fellow  freemen.  The  gw- 
tleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Baylies,)  vito 
last  addressed  you,  (whose  praise  it  is  not  for  oe 
to  sound  in  this  House,  where  its  feebleness  woui4 
but  be  lost  on  its  object,)  has  truly  represented  \^ 
character  of  this  Government;  it  is'estabiishW 
by  the  hands  of  freemen,  to  protect  person  aod 
property ;  nor  is  the  exercise  of  that  protection  ri> 
be  chamed  to  our  soil,  or  restricted  witbio  aoj 
bounds  of  territorial  limitation.  Wherever  Amerh 
cans  go  forth,  throughout  earth  or  sea,  the  miotic 
of  their  Government  is  over  them,  to  protect  tfaem 
and  theirs.  Ther  have  the  same  right  to  be  pro- 
tected in  the  Archipelago  as  in  our  own  harbors 
Sir,  before  the  manly,  the  enlightened  5pirit  of 
this  Government,  and  this  age,  the  slave  trade. 
that  reproach  on  our  race^  has  been  nearly  abolj 
ished.  Yes,  sir,  the  noble,  mtrepid  spirit  dispiavrf 
on  that  subject,  by  this  (Government,  has  dooc 
much  towards  effecting  this  great  triumph  of  jii^ 
tice  and  humanity.  Tour  Kxecative  Magistrii^ 
has  told  you  that,  within  the  year,  our  flag  b*^ 
not  been  dishonored  by  a  single  act  of  pariicipt- 
tion  in  that  accursed  traffic,  and  he  has  propo^ 
to  this  Congress  to  declare  it  piracy.  Sir,  ibisi^ 
noble;  but  shall  we  take  the  wretched  ^^^^ 
of  the  hand  of  his  pirate  master,  shall  we  kooc* 
off  the  chains  from  hit  Umba,  shall  we  then  setfe 
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lis  spoiler  and  hanfi;  him  at  the  jr^rd  arm ;  and 
ret,  wheD  a  land  liie  Greeee,  witn  alt  her  claims 
m  the  gratitude  of  mankind,  is  trampled  on  by 
he  worst  of  all  pirates  and  spoilers;  when  her 
leople,  iD  thousands,  are  captured,  carried  off,  and 
tain,  and  such  enormities  are  practised  on  them 
iS  led  the  official  organ  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
Dent  to  declare  there  was  sufficient  ground  for 
11  Europe  to  combine  in  their  defence,  we  must 
lot  even  excess  an  emotion  of  sympathy  for 
hem!  We  pity  thb  captive  African,  and  call  the 
Dan  that  stole  him  a  pirate ;  shall  we  not  pity  the 
offering  Greek,  stolen,  sold,  and  then  butchered 
ly  the  most  ruthlesa  of  all  oppressors  1  Shall  he 
tire  no  share,  not  a  little  share,  in  our  expressions 
f  compassion  ?  In  like  manner,  the  bold  spirit 
f  this  GJovemment  has  set  its  foce  against  the 
iractice  of  privateering,  and  the  President  is  now 
ogaged  in  negotiation  on  that  subject,  with  happy 
rospects  of  success.  Why  shall  we  be  backward 
9  this  one  cause  of  humanity  while  so  prompt  in 
Tcry  other? 

Independent  nations,  as  such,  are  strictly  equal ; 
r  Greece  has  a  separate  and  regularly  organized 
rovernment,  we  have  a  right  to  treat  her  as  an 
qaal ;  or,  if,  as  is  beyond  all  doubt,  she  wUl  con- 
ummate  her  freedom,  can  there  be  any  harm  in 
eing  prepared  Co  meet,  and  to  wtricome  her  when 

Bat  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  objects 

0  the  resolution,  as  having  the  aspect  of  pressing 
r  hurrying  the  Executive  into  a  measure  of  per- 
aps  a  hostile,  at  least  an  impolitic  character. 
lir,  I  for  one,  have  more  confidence  in  the  wis- 
om,  the  sound  discretion,  of  that  officer,  than  to 
appose  that  he  can  be  hurried,  by  any  resolution 
re  may  pass  on  the  subject,  into  a  measure  that 
» against  bis  judgment. 

Bot  on  this  point,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  will  but 
ike  a  short  retrospect,  he  will  find  on  your  jour- 
sis,  three  years  ago,  a  much  stronger  resolution, 
)  the  case  of  the  Sooth  American  Colonies.  In 
^Bt  resolution  this  House  pledged  itself  to  sqp- 
ort  hini  in  the  proper  measures  for  acknowiedg-' 
>g  the  iadependenee  of  those  Government^i.  Yet, 
tr,  the  President  did  not  aet ;  he  waited  till  what 
e  believed  wvs  the  ripe  and  proper  time.  He  will 
060,  if  yon  pass  this  resolution.  He  was  not 
irried  away,  by  what  was  then  called  the  duiz- 
tism  of  the  House.  The  manly,  noble  step  of 
cknowledging  those  Governments,  was  not  taken 
ili  the  facts  in  their  condition  sanctioned  the  be- 
}«f  that  they  w%re  to  a  mature  state  for  reeogai- 
Kni.  I  voted  then  against  the  resolution.  I  thought 

1  tnyself,  premature.  I  knew  that  we  bad  no 
onimercial  treaty  with  Spain,  and  that  the  treaty 
V  the  cession  oftbe  Ploridaa  was  not  ratified.  I 
^red  the  iofluenee  of  the  measure  on  the  aucceas 
f  onr  negotiatioBs ;  but,  air,  the  issue  showed' that 
hose  fearR  were  groundless.  The  Spanish  Gov- 
rnment  did,  indeed,  demand,  that  the  refusal  to 
ckaowledge  her  colonies  should  be  a  sine  fua  wm 
■  the  treaty.  The  demand  was  promptly  and  in- 
iignanitj  rejected,  and  the  treaty  was  concluded 
md  ratified  notwithstanding. 

He  would  not  enter  into  an  examination  ci  the 


doctrines  of  the  Holy  Alliance.  It  had  already 
been  done,  with  consummate  ability,  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts.  He  coincided  in  the 
views  which  had  been  given  of  that  combination 
— conspiracy,  rather  let  him  call  it — against  the 
liberties  of  mankind ;  but  he  could  not  perceive 
that  the  mission  of  an  agent  to  Greece  could  give 
any  just  cause  of  offence  to  either  of  its  meml^rs ; 
nor  did  he  think  it  comported  with  the  dignity  of 
this  Government,  when  consulting  about  a  meas- 
ure of  our  own  policy,  to  be  calculating  the  proba- 
bilities and  possibilities  of  the  umbrage  that  might 
be  taken  at  it  by  some  member  of  the  Holy  Alii* 
ance. 

Mr.  Babtlett,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  that 
the  subject  before  the  Committee  had  called  him 
to  the  severest  trial  of  the  impulse  of  feeling,  aiid 
the  more  solemn  dictate  of  duty.  Nothing  kwt  the 
painful  result  to  which  a  deliberate  consideration 
of  the  question  had  brought  bim,  could  have  in* 
duced  him  to  make  this  an  exception  to  the  good 
resolution  he  had  formed,  not  to  demand  more 
time  for  the  expression  or  explanation  of  his  opin^* 
ion,  than  should  be  necessary  to  answer  in  a  single 
monosyllable  to  the  call  of  the  Clerk.  And  I  rise, 
said  Mr.  B.,  at  this  t^me,  not  to  make  a  speech. 
If  there  were  no  other  obstacle,  the  topiea  are  all 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  and  the  induce- 
ments too.  There  are  no  Grecian  wreath»-^no 
ready  penned  votes  of  thanks — for  those  who  may 
feel  compelled  by  a  sense  of  duly  to  stem  the  tor- 
rent of  popular  excitement. 

I  am  aware,  said  he,  that  the  resolution  before 
you  is  one  touching  a  country,  at  the  very  mention 
of  which  all  the  proudest  associations  of  human 
nature  are  at  once  revived — associations  co-exten- 
sive with  the  limits  of  civilized  society.  At  the 
name  of  Greece  the  artist  forgets  the  more  than 
two  thousand  years  that  separate  him  fVom  hia 
masters,  and  he  hails  it  as  the  land  of  his  nativity. 
The  scholar  hourly  converses  with  their  mightf 
dead ;  and  the  soldier  talks  of  their  deeds  of  valor 
and  heroism,  as  the  achievements  of  his  compatri- 
ots. It  is  a  resolution,  too,  in  relation  to  a  stru^- 
f\e  for  Liberty — a  word  that  has  enchantment  m 
Itself.  Liberty !  to  which  that  statue  shows,  aa 
well  our  almost  idolatry,  as  the  source  whence  wo 
derive  the  power  to  give  the  goddess  a  local  ha  hi" 
tation.  Liberty !  for  which  our  kindred  have  Med ; 
in  defence  of  which  there  are,  in  this  Hall,  those 
who  bear  marks  of  the  weapons  of  her  enemies. 
This  struggle,  too,  is  by  those  of  our  common 
Christian  faith,  against  tyrants,  barbarians,  mur- 
derers I  It  is  a  resolution,  the  subject  of  which 
has  excited  the  sympathies  of  the  whole  nation—^ 
of  all  nations  capable  of  sympathy.  Our  Legisla- 
tures are  daily  sending  us  pledges  of  their  feelings. 
Societies  are  formed  to  aid  the  Greeks.  Individu- 
als are  pouring  out  their  treasures.  Humanity  ia 
literally  in  tears  at  the  recital  of  their  sufferings. 
And  there  is,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, an  influence  upon  roe,  connected  with  the 
distinguished  individual  who  moved  this  resolu- 
tion, that  I  have  neither  the  inclination  nor  nower 
wholly  to  resist.  While  it  has  been  urgeo  upon 
fUs  with  a  force  which  ahowa  that  eloquence  ^ex^ 
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pired  not  with  the  renowned  orators  of  anoient 
Greece,  we  have  listened  with  pleasure — with 
pride— 4br  the  American  character ;  a  pride  more 
cherished  by  me,  as  the  claim  of  New  Hampshire 
— dearer  still,  as  my  own  native  village.  Though 
such  is  the  resolution,  under  such  circumstances, 
and  thus  urged  upon  us,  yet  must  I  vote  against  it. 
In  voting  against  this  resolution,  shall  1  assent 
to  be  charged  with  forgetfulness  of  the  debt  which 
we,  which  the  world,  owe  to  the  ancient  seat  of 
science  and  the  arts — ^with  want  of  ardor,  of  zeal, 
in  the  cause  of  freedom — ^with  indifference  to  the 
sufierings  of  the  oppressed — forbearance,  tolerance, 
to  the  accursed  cruelties  of  their  oppressors?  Dis^ 
re^rd  of  the  feeling  of  the  nation — the  sympa- 
thies of  humanity?  With  coldness  to  the  ani- 
mated, ardent,  and  eloquent  appeal  in  their  behalf? 
No,  never!  Nor  from  such  vote  should  it  be  in- 
ferred that  I  am  enamoured  of  the  faith,  doctrine, 
or  practice,  of  the  Holy  Alliance.  On  that  point, 
said  Mr.  B.,  I  can  boast  of  no  new  light — no  re- 
cent or  sudden  conversion.  When  the  ^'august 
contracting  parties,"  in  '15,  published  that  league 
which  has  received  such  severe  and  just  animad* 
version  from  the  honorable  mover  of  this  resolu- 
tion ;  when  our  churches  were  profaned — Chris- 
tianity outraged  with  U  deums  in  honor  of  the 
'^  Magnanimous  Sovereigns'' — the  migbty  deliv- 
erers— the  patrons  of  peace  societies — I  had  do 
voice  for  the  song.  Yet,  the  Holy  Alliance  is  not 
without  its  instruction  to  the  world.  It  affords, 
at  least,  the  lesson  of  the  infernals.  When  good 
purposes  scarce  produce  an  union  of  effort,  it 
should  be,  it 


*'  Shams  to  men,  while  devil,  with  devil  damn'd, 
Firm  coo  cord  holds." 

But  what  is  our  ground  of  complaint  against 
the  Holy  Alliance?  It  is  not  that  they  are  forg- 
ing new  chains  for  their  own  enslaved,  degraded 
subjects.  It  is,  that  they  claim  to  interfere  with 
the  governments  of  other  Powers.  Against  this 
we  protest — this  is  our  principle — this,  said  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  is  the 
American  question.  Keeping  this  principle,  then, 
io  view,  let  us  for  a  moment  more  particularly 
eianiine  the  character,  object,  and  consequences, 
of  this  resolution.  As  to  its  character,  its  oppo- 
nents cannot  dififer  more  widely  than  have  its 
friends.  By  the  honorable  Speaker,  it  was  rep- 
resented as  the  unpretending,  inoffensive  expres- 
sion of  good  feeling  and  good  nature — as  contem- 
plating a  dove-like  embassy,  that  was  to  bring  us 
nothing  but  emblems  of  peace,  evidences  that  the 
tide  of  civil  war  in  the  East  had  abated  from  all 
the  face  of  the  earth ;  while  other  of  its  advocates 
have  given  to  it  a  supernatural  efficacy:  it  was  to 
be  to  the  enemies  of  Greece  more  terrible  than  an 
army  with  bannera— to  carry  the  Cross  over  the 
Crescent  to  the  heart  of  the  Ottoman  empire-^to 
be  a  flaming  sword  to  guard  the  pass  of  i hat  ter- 
restrial paradise,  from  which  these  angelic  Greeks 
have  thrust  the  iofidel  offender.  Yes,  more!  It 
waato  prove  the  very  desideratum  of  Archimedes, 


the  fulcrum  by  which  we  are  to  move  the  world.  I  authority  against  ourselves?    Is  not  onr 
Were  this  the  rasolutioa  of  a  oonvivial^dub,  or  I  abandoned? 


even  of  a  parish  meeting,  it  might  notdeserrci 
character  more  important  than  first  given  it;  but, 
as  the  act  of  the  National  Legislature,  althougii  1 
have  no  faith  in  its  doing  the  miracles  impQioiio 
it,  still  it  assumes  an  importance  in  relation  to  iu 
operation  upon  ourselves.  We  cannot  assert  i 
doctrine  on  this  subject  to-day,  and  to-mofrow  re- 
verse it.  This  resolution  is  not  to  be  passed,  aod 
to  pass  into  forgetfulness,  with  the  momentary 
excitement,  that  may  have  ^iven  it  rise.  It  be- 
comes the  record  of  your  nation — and,  so  far  uji 
be  necessarv  to  be  used  against  us,  it  is  the  pro- 
perty of  all  nations.  So  far,  then,  as  ii  oit 
change  our  principle  or  policy  in  onr  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations,  it  is  second  in  importaocea 
no  measure  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  adopt 
What  are  the  reasons  for  adopting  it?  Tkt 
object  of  this  resolution  ?  By  the  gentleman  froa 
Illinois  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  it  is  urg«l 
upon  us  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  informatiM 
ol  the  state  of  Greece.  Is  that  the  only  obj«cil 
If  so.  it  is  totally  unnecessary.  The  Presidot 
now  nas  all  the  power  necessary — and,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  the  discretion  how  to  use  iL  But  the  bo&- 
orable  sentleman  who  moved  the  resolution  most 
distinctly  disclaimed  that  as  the  principal  motin 
or  object  of  it.  The  opinion,  the  declaratiooof 
this  House  for  Greece,  was  wanted.  It  was  tiui 
^which  was  to  give  vitality — to  g[ive  imporunct 
)to  the  measure.  As  such,  then,  it  is  intended  is 
encouragement,  as  aid — a  pledge,  a  promise  » 
Greece:  or  it  is  a  mere  ceremony — form — ^  wordv 
giere  words." 
1^  As  most  respectful  to  its  advocates,  we  an 
bound  to  give  it  a  meaning  and  IntenL  It  n, 
then,  intended  as  encouragement,  aid,  or  pledge oi 
aid,  to  the  Greeks.  Where,  then,  is  our  princi- 
ple? the  American  question?  What  is  our  com- 
plaint oC  the  Holy  Alliance?  What  right  hare 
we  to  interfere  with  the  internal  concerns  of  the 
Gkivemment  of  Turkey?  Who  are  these  modera 
(Greeks?  Whether  they,  or  their  enemies^  are 
more  or  less  Christian  than  the  savages  of  this 
country,  whom  we  are  every  day  driving  ioio  the 
Pacific,  alters  not  our  political  rtghu  in  relatioo 
to  them.  They  are,  and  have  beoi  for  four  hua- 
dred  years,  the  subjects  of  the  Ottoman  Sor- 
ereign;  and  he  is  their  legitimate  sovereigOt  ^ 
any  potentate  of  Europe  can  claim  that  title. 
These  subjects  are  in  rebellion,  and  we  propose  to 
aid  ihem. 

Suppose  that  a  certain  part  of  the  popuUtioo  of 
the  United  States  should  attempt  to  take  tbegor- 
ernment,  by  force,  into  their  own  hand^-asd 
they  have  not  been  four  hundred  years  under  (heir 
masters-'^hould  the  sovereign  of  Hayti  send  "an 
agent  or  com  mission  er*'  to  encourage  thein-^i^ 
we  cannot  deny  he  has  a  righx  to  fm  for  them  as 
much  sympathy  as  we  do  ior  the  Greeks— <shooM 
we  take  it  kindly?  Would  we  not  expoaodtbe 
law  to  him,  and,  if  necessary  to  convince  him  at 
his  error,  resort  to  the  uUima  reUio  rpgum?  Batr 
if  we  pass  this,  and  another  extraordinary  resoit- 
tion  on  your  table,  do  we  not  at  once  furnish  la 
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But  what  particular  motive  have  we  for  this  | 
neasure  ?  If  we  are  to  set  up  as  the  deliverers  of 
he  world,  the  champions  of  natioosy  are  there  no 
)tber  objects  of  our  solicitude  ?  Is  there  no  sla- 
very, no  miaery ;  no  call  for  our  benevolence,  our 
iharity,  our  sympathy,  on  any  other  spot  of  earth  1 
4ot  to  enumerate  iustances,  can  we  have  forgot- 
en  that  which  is  now  history,  and  which,  within 
be  last  ninety  days,  was  passing  before  us  1  We 
lare  seen  the  most  chivalric,  the  most  gallant  na- 
ioQ  on  earth,  trodden  under  foot  by  an  invading 
rmy,  for  asserting  the  right  to  choose  its  form  of 
government.  We  have  seen  her  fields  smoking 
rith  tbe  blood  of  her  citizens;  we  have  seen  her 
atriots  and  heroes  fighting  to  the  last  trench,  and 
oakiag  that  their  grave,  for  their  own  rights  as  citi- 
ens  and  men — and  we  have  looked  calmly  on*  The 
)Ttures  of  the  Inquisition  had  no  horrors  for  us. 
)id  our  indifference  result  from  the  circumstance 
bat  tbe  subjugation  of  the  liberties  of  Spain  had 
be  coantenanoe  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  ? 
r,  was  it  because  the  foe  was  more  formidable  1 
fo;  we  despise  to  do  that  against  the  most  con- 
imptible  sachem,  that  we  would  not  dare  to  the 
ery  beards  of  all  the  allied  Sovereigns.  It  was  our 
fiiicifie  that  restrained  us.  But  this  measure  is 
ressed  upon  us  as  a  response  to  the  sentiments  of 
ae  President,  as  called  tor  by  his  Message.  The 
oetrine  that  we  are  bound  to  respond  to  them  is 
etter  fitted  to  that  Grovernment  wnich  is  now  the 
beme  of  so  much  reproach  than  to  this  House. 
li^  opinions  are  entitled  to  respect  as  the  opin- 
)Qs  of  an  experienced  statesman,  but  as  atUharUy 
re  are  not  boiind  even  by  the  solemn,  and  surely, 
ot  by  less  deliberate  opinions  of  any  man. 

If  we  seriously  propose  takinff  the  Ottoman  sov- 
relgQty  in  hand,  what  are  our  hopes  of  success  to 
siablish  a  free  Government  in  Greece  ?  The  ad- 
oeates  of  the  measure  have  assured  us,  that  the 
onditioQ  of  the  Greeks  is,  and  for  centuries  has 
een,  that  of  the  most  abiect  slavery ;  that  they 
old  even  life  itself  at  tne  pleasure  of  their  ty- 
lots-^od  are  such  the  materials  with  which  to 
rect  and  support  a  Grovernment  of  any  sort  ?  The 
loment  the  external  pressure  of  the  common  en- 
ny  is  removed,  scenes  of  anarchy  and  horror 
^ill  be  witnessed,  that  may,  if  possible,  exceed 
ren  those  already  exhibited. 

Sbould  they  even  be  found  capable  of  govern- 
ment, is  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  Holy  Alliance 
^ill  suffer  such  example  on  their  very  borders  ? 
'be  question  is  already  answered  by  the  gentle- 
laa  from  Massachusetts.  He  informs  you  they 
&Te  declared  that  they  do  not  will  it.  Do  we 
oubt  their  power  ?  They  have  but  to  lift  a  finger, 
Qd  tbe  Greeks  perish ;  with  a  breath  they  can  re- 
move them  as  a  nation  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

But  if  this  resolution  cannot  effect  all  its  ob- 
icis,  its  consequences  may  not  be  unimportant  to 
Qrselves.  Is  it  to  accomplish  such  wonders  for 
'le  Greeks  as  its  advocates  suggest ;  and .  is  the 
Utoman  not  to  discover  its  operation  ?  Are  the 
(arbary  Powers  so  much  better  disciplined  by 
eace  societies,  that  they  would  not  resent  what 
re  should  deem  good  cause  of  war  1  And  are  we 
3  rely  for  impunity  upon  their  moderation,  for- 
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bearance — their  meek  and  forgiving  temper  ?  We 
shall  find  our  commerce  at  once  swept  from  the 
Mediterranean— our  citizens  in  chains,  or  their 
heads  upon  the  gate  post  of  the  palace  yard.  We 
are  at  war.  Are  we  prepared  for  such  event  7 
When  our  property  is  captured,  and  the  Turkish 
scimetar  is  dyed  in  American  blood,  where  then 
will  be  your  Greek  committees — your  Greek  dan- 
cers? You  may  then  pipe  in  vain  for  them  to 
dance.  Where  then  will  be  yoUr  volunteer  pil- 
ffrims  to  the  tomb  of  Leonidas  and  Socrates? 
They  will  prefer  the  domestic  fireside  to  any  tombf 
ancient  or  modern,  to  be  found  in  the  Ottoman 
Empire.  We  ou^ht  not  to  refase  instruction  from 
the  experience  of  the  late  war.  It  was  a  war  in 
defence  of  our  own  rights— for  the  liberties  of  our 
own  captive  citizens.  And  yet,  is  this  to  be  so 
much  more  holy  and  righteous,  that  our  pulpits 
shall  not  again  resound  with  the  cry  of  murder  ? 

But  such  apprehensions,  we  are  told,  are  the 
mere  vagaries  of  the  imagination.  Human  na- 
ture has  not  changed,  and  '^  the  thing  that  has 
been,  shall  be." 

It  has,  however,  been  said  that  whatever  we  now 
do  will  be  no  new  provocation,  and  if  Ttirkey  be 
set  upon  war,  cause  already  exists.  And  we  are 
referred  to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
proof.  Greece  calls  upon  us  for  aid,  for  support,, 
because  contending  for  liberty.  The  Secretarjnl 
answers  that  Government  can  give  no  aid  or  sum 
port ;  that  our  policy  and  our  principle  has  beenJ 
is,  and  must  continue  to  be,  not  to  interfere  in  any) 
way  in  such  contests.  And  can  this  letter  be  quo- 
ted as  a  war  measure  against  Turkey,  or  an  argu- 
ment to  support  this  resolution  ? 

Such,  it  is  believed,  are  the  inevitable  coi^e- 
quences  of  the  resolution,  if  it  mean  what  we  have 
supposed-— aid  or  encouragement  to  the  Greeks. 
This  is  to  be  answered  only  by  saying,  as  have 
some  of  its  advocates,  that  it  means  not  so  much 
''—it  means  no  such  thing.  Then  it  is  mere  form, 
and  nugatory. 

For  what  has  been  all  this  excitement  ?  The 
Greeks  call  upon  us  for  aid ;  supplicate  us  for  their 
lives;  and  we  send  them— what?  Ships, armies, 
money  ?  No  1  an  unmeaning  resolution.  Again 
and  again,  during  this  debate,  we  have  been  hur- 
ried into  tbe  thickest  of  the  fight ;  led  to  the  deso- 
late hearths  of  the  slaughtered ;  while  hecatombs 
of  their  dead  have  been  piled  to  the  heavens  before 
us;  that  we  may  insult  the  miseries  of  the  living, 
by  an  unmeaning  resolution.  And  is  this  being 
noble,  generous,  gallant? 

If  for  nothing  else,  we  are  told  it  is  proper  as  a 
mere  expression  of  our  sympathy.  And  is  this  ne- 
cessary to  give  it  an  existence?  Can  our  sympa- 
thy be  sustained  only  by  force  of  law;  and  has  it 
no  e^cacy  but  by  virtue  of  the  enacting  clause. 
Be  U  resolved^  or  Beit  enacted  1 

The  severe  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Masr 
sachusetts,  upon  stipulating  by  treaty,  to  do  what 
all  the  laws  of  God  and  man  required  without,  ap- 
pear to  me  not  inapplicable  to  such  a  measure. 
But  I  deprecate  such  a  system  of  legislation ;  I  de- 
precate such  a  mode  of  aiding  friends,  or  annoy- 
ing enemies.  We  are  too  justly  reproached  already 
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for  our  wordy  valor;  too  deserredly  nickDamed  a 
logocracy.  If  a  nation  insult  us,  we  send  a  procla- 
mation !  If  an  eneray  is  to  be  vanquished,  or  a 
province  captured,  we  send  a  proclamation !  If 
our  Capitol  is  attacked,  we  run  for  our  lives,  but 
we  send  back  a  proclamation !  Enough  already, 
more  than  enough,  have  we  had  of  this. 

As  legislators,  we  must  resist  the  impulse  of  feet- 
ioff.  I  know  this  is  called  '^  cold-hearted,  pence- 
calculating  policy."  Ther«e  are  easy  epithets ;  and 
must  pass  as  substitutes  for  reason,  for  argument, 
if  nothing  better  can  be  offered.  While  a  disre- 
gard of  consequences  is  termed  generous,  noble, 
S'orious.  The  word  glory  is  the  death-watch  of 
is  Republic ;  and  the  oftener  we  shall  hear  it 
repeatea  in  this  hall,  are  we  reminded  of  our  doom. 

If  this  Gk)vernment  has  done  a  foolish  or  ridicu- 
lous act,  it  has  been  for  glorv.  We  levy  taxes,  in- 
cur debts,  seek  adventures,  fight  battles,  disregard 
consequences,  we  perish  for  glory.  This  is  all  con- 
sistent enough  with  the  principles  of  the  distin- 
guished knight,  who  has  been  introduced  in  this 
discussion;  but  it  may  not  be  our  duty  to  run  a 
tilt  against  every  windmill,  merely  to  show  how 
gallantly  we  can  break  a  lance. 

If  we  can  find  no  subject  of  practical  utility  to 
legislate  upon,  let  us  listen  once  more  to  our  long 
supplicating  fellow-citizen,  Captain  Symmes ;  or, 
if  his  path  be  not  lofty  enough,  and  gentlemen 
would  prefer  the  bottom  of  the  Mediterranean  to 
his  bottomless  region,  then  let  us  mount  the  flying 
machine,  which  occupied  our  deliberations  on  a 
former  occasion,  and  ^  wing  our  way"  at  once  to 
glorjf  and  renown.  But,  said  Mr.  B.  I  mean  not 
to  trifle  on  this  subject. 

The  resolution  is  not  necessary  for  information. 
If  it  is  intended  for  aid,  or  encooragement,  it  is 
against  our  principle,  and  frauffht  with  fearful  con- 
se<)uences.  If  it  is  not  for  aid  or  encouragement, 
it  IS  nugatory. 

In  either  view  I  must  vote  against  it 

Mr.  Farrelly  then  rose;  but  we  regret  that, 
owing  to  his  distant  situation  from  our  reporter's 
seat,  we  lost  the  introducto^  remarks  of  his  speech, 
and  heard  the  residue  but  imperfectly. 

We  understood  Mr.  Fasrclly  to  say,  that  he  re- 
joiced that  the  time  was  come,  when  something 
should  at  length  be  done,  expressive  of  the  grati- 
tude due  froni  the  civilized  world  to  Greece,  for 
her  philosophic  principles — her  republican  forms 
of  ^vernment — her  classic  language,  and  the  in- 
splrmg  example  of  «her  heroic  valor.  Yet,  if  he 
tbougnt  that  the  resolution  before  the  House  was 
about  to  issue  in  an  improper  interference  with 
the  policy  of  other  nations,  or  a  rupture  of  the 
peace  of  this,  he  would  be  the  last  to  vote  for  its 
adoption.  But,  according  to  his  views  of  national 
policy,  there  was  nothing  in  this  measure  to  pro* 
duce  such  consequences.  He  could  not  see  that  it 
was  any  departure  from  the  uniform  steady  course 
of  this  Government,  on  the  subject  of  recogni- 
sing other  Governments.  The  rule  hitherto  pur- 
sued, if  he  understood  it,  was  to  inquire  simply 
what  was  the  Government  de  facto^  (throwing 
away  all  de  Jure  questions,)  and  to  acknowledge 
that  Qoveromeat  as  soon  as  iu  existence  was  duly 


certified.  This  plain  and  wise  rule  of  policy  hai! 
never,  hitherto,  embroiled  ut<  with  any  of  theEo- 
ropean  nations,  or  their  Governments.  'VViibotit 
regarding  the  doctrines  of  legitimacy,  we  se&d 

f^ublic  agents  to  Governments  of  every  cfaaraetct. 
n  France,  we  had  accredited  agents  near  bcr 
Government,  under  its  republican,  under  its  cod* 
sular,  under  its  regal,  and  under  its  imperial  form, 
and  yet  no  umbrage  was  taken — ^no  evil  trnt- 
quences  ensued.  So,  whea  Spain  was  aimiogat 
a  revolution,  we  sent  a  Minister  to  her  Cones,  al- 
though the  legitimate  Government  was  espoossi 
and  supported  by  the  Holy  Alliance,  and  yet  bo 
threats  were  either  issued  or  executed  against  ik 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  said,  (aodht 
was  followed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire,) that,  to  send  an  Envoy  to  Greece  would 
be  encouraging  rebellion,  and  an  infraction  of  (k 
law  of  nations.  But,  was  it  so  held,  when  ve 
sent  to  the  Cortes  ?  In  all  the  convulsions  of  oiber 
Governments,  our  diplomatic  intercourse  has  n- 
mained  without  interruption.  It  had,  to  be  suit, 
been  never  our  policy  to  enter  into  their  cooiests.  I 
but,  only  when  those  contests  developed  s  Dev 
Gk)vernment,  then  to  acknowledge  it.  The  reso- 
lution on  the  table  fell  far  short  of  that  which  vm 
passed  in  the  case  of  South  America.  How  cook 
it  be  a  war  measure  ?  Did  we  not  send  Mini^ten 
or  other  public  agents  to  Spain,  to  Portugal,  to  (he 
Netherlands,  when  they  were  struggling  agaicsj 
their  former  Governments ?  Why  not  to  Greece' 
But  this  resolution  does  not  even  do  this,  and  when 
compared  with  the  length  we  went  on  the  Somit 
American  question,  it  fell  almost  an  intermioablc 
di.^^tance  behind  it.  When  we  sent  to  Spa  is,  di^ 
Russia,  did  Austria,  draw  the  sword  ?  Was  our 
commerce  interdicted  ?  Were  our  agents  insulted? 
Did  any  of  those  formidable  dangers  result,  whicfc 
have  now  been  set  in  such  awful  review  before  ibe 
House  ?  It  must  be  remembered*  in  the  case  of 
Spain  (and  he  insisted  on  this  case  became  it  wt> 
a  strong  one,  and  had  an  immediate  bearing  ot 
the  main  question  of  the  policy  of  the  measure.) 
that  it  was  the  Holy  Alliance  that  urgpd  France 
to  crush  the  attempt  at  revolution  under  the  Cortes; 
and  that,  in  that  case,  we  did  not  pass  a  bare  res^ 
olution  expressive  of  our  good  wishes  but  we 
acknowledged  the  Cortes,  and  sent  a  Minister. 
That,  so  decided  was  the  part  of  that  Alliance 
against  that  Government,  that  they  not  merely  ex- 
pressed their  sentiments,  but  embarked  a  force  to 
back  them ;  yet  no  rupture  took  place  with  os.  or 
any  thing  that  bore  the  semblance  of  one.  Bat, 
in  the  case  of  Greece,  the  Holy  Alliance  eobarkeil 
no  force  against  her — nay,  at  one  time,  seemed 
rather  in  her  favor ;  and  yet  here  we  do  not  pro> 
pose  to  rccogniNe — we  do  not  propose  to  scod  a 
Minister.  Gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  Turkey 
has  her  eye  upon  us,  and  will  watch  our  vao^t- 
iiients  with  jealousy.  On  that  subject  be  had  a 
fact  for  gentlemen:  when  our  first  fri|^te,  hut  a 
few  years  since,  entered  the  Dardanelles,  it  ^^^ 
passed  the  wisdom  of  the  whole  Divan  to  >» 
where  the  country  was  from  which  she  caiae. 
So  much  for  their  acquaintance  with  the  policy  of 
this  Government. 
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The  gentleman  from  New  Hampslrire  says  that 
Che  Greeks  have  been  for  four  hundred  years  slaves 
to  the  Ottoman  Porte,  are  the  subjects  of  that 
GoFernment  by  prescriptive  right,  and  that  they 
are  now  in  reliellion  against  their  own  Govern- 
ment. Is  that  the  case  T  And  does  the  gentleman 
found  an  argument  on  this  ground  ?  Sir,  it  proves^ 
if  any  thing,  too  much ;  if  it  is  good  for  any  thing,  it 
proves  that  we  are  not  only  not  now,  but  not  at  any 
future  time,  to  recognise  the  Greeks,  if  they  get  ever 
sofree  and  ever  so  powerful;  for  they  will  always 
be  viewed  by  the  Porte  as  rebels ;  the  prescriptive 
right  to  domineer  over  them  will  never  be  surren- 
dered ;  by  the  European  code  of  policy  a  subject 
can  never  change  his  allegiance ;  and  so,  no  new 
Goveroment  that  succeeds  in  resisting  tyranny 
must  ever  be  acknowledged  by  the  United  States. 
Sir,  how  would  this  redoubted  argument  have 
borne  on  our  own  Revolution  1  who  would  have 
been  allowed  to  acknowledge  us,  Mr.  Chairman? 

The  President  tells  you  the  Greeks  are  gone, 
forever  gone,  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Turk ;  may 
we  not  even  notice  them  ? 

The  measure  has  been  well  advocated  as  a 
means  of  gaining  authentic  intelligence.  Our  in- 
formation respecting  this  interesting  people  is  ex- 
ceedingly imperfect — it  consists  of  little  more  than 
casual  floating  rumors  from  the  Mediterranean — 
(there  are  there  no  maib,  as  in  the  United  Slates.) 
It  is  a  maritime  country,  and  it  is  important  to  our 
commercial  interests  that  we  should  have  some 
certain  intelligence. 

He  believed  that,  with  the  exception  of  Patras, 
Coron,  and  Modon,  the  whole  Peninsula  is  free — 
thus  are  insignificant  specks  on  the  map  of  Greece 
to  be  made  the  ground  of  denying  that  the  Greeks 
have  won  the  sovereignty  of  their  own  soil. 

But  it  is  asked,  what  rule  are  we  to  follow  ?  are 
we  to  go  abroad  seeking  adventures?  No,  sir; 
we  are  to  follow  the  same  rule  we  have  followed 
all  along.  No  doubt  Spain  will  soon  be  trying  to 
recover  her  colonies;  are  we  to  abstain  from  ac- 
knowledging or  keeping  up  our  intercourse  with 
them  for  fear  of  the  Holy  Alliance  ?  Sir,  I  assert, 
without  fear  of  being  proved  a  false  prophet,  that 
you  will  see  England  acknowledge  the  independ- 
ence of  those  Governments,  and  establish  commer- 
cial relations  with  them.  When  gentlemen  tell 
us  that  we  mav  not  send  an  agent  to  a  country  in 
a  state  of  revolution,  they  mistake  our  conforming 
to  the  effect  of  a  rebellion,  and  furnishing  a  motive 
to  rebellion.  We  are  not  sending  an  agent  to 
Greece,  to  excite  her  to  begin  a  rebellion  against 
the  Turk ;  that  is  begun  already,  and  more  than 
half  finished  too,  sir.  For  one,  I  believe  they  are 
able  to  naaintain  their  independence,  and  will 
^aiotain  it ;  they  will  not  forget  their  ancestors. 
And,  as  a  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  I  pray  you, 
«fi  to  look  at  the  last  news  from  there.  The  co- 
incidence of  their  modern  and  their  ancient  spirit 
|f^trikin|;  indeed.  Sir,  the  self-same  act  has  now 
owa  performed  in  Attica,  that  was  done  two  thou- 
^od  five  hundred  years  ago — the  inhabitants  of 
Athens  have  all  migrated  to  Salamis,  to  avoid 
suWaiion. 
^or  myself,  sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  in  conclusioD,  I 


cannot  perceive  any  necessity  for  making,  at  this 
time,  a  bill  of  rights — as  long  as  tbe  Holy  Alliance 
leave  us  alone,  we  need  not  call  them  to  account 
for  their  principles.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  do 
that  when  they  threaten  or  attack  us.  If,  indeed, 
they  send  here,  as  they  sent  to  Switzerland,  a  public 
agent  to  stop  our  press ;  if  they  make  official  de- 
clarations against  the  forms  or  nature  of  our  Gov- 
ernment ;  i  f  they  insist  that  our  Presidential  term  is 
too  short ;  that  our  elective  franchise  is  too  exten- 
sive, or  this  House  too  great  in  number,  or  too 
popular  in  its  character,  then,  sir,  it  will  be  the 
time  to  make  declarations,  and  set  up  principles, 
and  act  upon  them  too,  sir.  If  they  require  us  to 
expel  from  our  shores  every  foreigner  who  has 
been  the  victim  of  their  persecutions,  and  if  force 
is  brought  to  maintain  the  wrong,  then,  sir,  will  be 
the  time  to  collect  our  strength,  to  call  up  our 
courage,  to  array  our  armies-— to  send  fortn  our 
navies ;  and,  if  weprove  too  weak  for  the  struggle, 
then,  sir,  will  be  the  time  to  die,  with  the  words 
of  the  old  Roman  in  our  mouths,  vidrisf  placuit 
causa  diis,  sed  victa  Catoni, 

Mr.  Rankin,  of  Mississippi,  said,  he  was  pleased 
when  he  heard  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
declare,  that  he  should  support  his  resolution  upon 
the  grounds  of  reason  and  argument,  and  not  by, 
mere  appeals  to  tbe  feeling.  The  individual  who 
conducts  his  private  affairs  according  to  the  dic- 
tates ofpassion,  always  conducts  them  erroneously; 
and  so,  in  regard  to  public  and  political  business, 
the  ebullitions  ofpassion  were  calculated  to  involve, 
the  concerns  of  a  nation  in  ruin.  Gentlemen  who 
feel  such  a  strong  sentiment  in  favor  of  assisting 
the  Greeks,  might  go  to  the  post  office,  and  satisfy 
their  sympathy,  in  remitting  their  dollars  and 
cents  for  that  purpose. 

The  gentleman  had  declared,  that  the  principle 
contained  in  bis  resolution  was  opposed  to  the 
policy  of  the  Holy  Alliance ;  and  that  society  had 
arrived  at  that  point,  when  the  power  of  public 
opinion  was  predominant  over  every  other  power. 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  searched  this  subject  to  find, 
if  he  could,  what  effect  it  would  have  in  favor  of 
the  Greeks.  It  is  merely  a  cold  and  calculating 
proposition.  It  provides,  that  whenlhe  President 
should  think  fit  to  send  an  agent  among  the  Greeks, 
the  money  shall  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose. 
Is  there  any  thing  in  this,  expressive  of  an  opinion 
in  support  of  the  Greeks,  and  adverse  to  the  prin- 
ciples laid  down  by  tbe  Holy  Alliance  ?  But,  ad* 
mittine  it  goes  so  tar — is  it  contended  that  it  will 
have  the  effect  to  induce  that  Alliance  to  abandon 
one  of  its  principles  of  action  ?  Could  they  ever 
be  inducea  to  surrender  those  principles?  Would 
the  shipwrecked  mariner  ever  quit  nis  hold  upon 
the  plank  which  kept  him  from  sinking  ?  When 
the  Holy  Alliance  was  first  estabiisbed,  the  prin- 
ciples oi  liberty  were  last  pervading  the  people  of 
Europe — and  it  was  established  to  prop  their  tot- 
tering thrones.  They  cannot  abandon  those  mens* 
ures  by  which  they  retain  their  existence.  Let  Vfs 
see  what  effect  this  proposition  will  have  upon  the 
Greeks.  If  they  have  determined  to  maintain 
themselves  free,  and  to  apply  their  whofe  force  to 
this  purpose,  this  measure,  which  is  proposed  to 
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the  House,  witl  do  tbem  no  good.  And  is  it  not 
probable  that  it  may  lead  the  other  Powers  to  crash 
the  Greeks  at  once;  while  we  are  not  near  enough 
to  render  them  any  assistance  ?  And  will  the  ar- 
bitrary Power  of  Turkey  understand  the  difference 
between  a  simple  agent,  and  a  Minister  ?  They 
may  consider  it  as  amounting  to  a  declaration  of 
war;  and  the  individual  who  is  sent  out,  as  the 
agent,  might  fall  into  their  hands,  and  be  assassi- 
nated— and  every  American  citizen  who  comes 
within  their  reach  may  suffer  the  same  fate.  From 
the  want  of  discrimination,  in  respect  to  the  char- 
acter of  our  agent,  on  the  part  or  the  Turks,  the 
utmost  distress  may  come  upon  our  commerce,  in 
that  part  of  the  world  ;  and  we  are  asked  to  in- 
yolve  ourselves  in  these  difficulties,  for  the  sake 
of  a  measure,  which  will,  in  reality,  do  the  Greeks 
no  ^ood.  It  would  be  a  departure,  too,  from  the 
policy  of  all  nations.  So  soon  as  they  were  be- 
lieved to  be  independent,  it  would  be  proper  to 
aend  an  agent ;  and  when  their  independence  was 
known  to  be  established,  it  might  be  recognised. 
Until  then,  no  act  should  be  done,  on  the  part  of 
our  Government ;  otherwise,  the  utmost  anarchy 
might  be  introduced  into  our  national  concerns. 
The  present  resolution  was  in  opposition  to  what 
had  hitherto  been  the  policy  of  the  Government. 
With  South  America,  whose  situation  was  much 
more  important  to  us  than  that  of  Greece,  we  had 
pursued  a  different  course.  When  the  South  Ame- 
rican Statea  were  understood,  from  other  sources, 
to  have  achieved  their  independence,  the  Presi- 
dent despatched  messengers  to  ascertain  the  fact ; 
and  when  their  success  was  well  established,  their 
independence  was  acknowt edited  \  and  no  other 
eourse  ought  to  be  pursued  m  this  case.  We 
should  obtain  our  information  without  the  hazard 
of  a  war.  Are  we  to  adopt  a  course,  in  relation 
to  the  European  Governments,  which  we  should 
not  suffer  them  to  pursue  towards  us?  We  surely 
ought  not  to  interfere  in  their  concerns,  when  we 
forbid  their  interference  with  ours. 

The  field  which  gentlemen  had  opened,  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  was  unlimited ;  it  would 
lead  us  into  difficulties  with  half  the  inhabitants 
of  the  world.  If  we  were  to  engage  in  wars 
against  all  the  infidels  upon  earth,  where  power 
was  held  by  them,  we  should  always  be  engaged 
in  crusades  for  the  protection  of  holy  land.  Eu- 
rope had  been  involved  in  the  most  ludicrous  pro- 
jects by  this  spirit  of  crusading.  If  we  are  bound 
to  interfere  always  when  the  Greek  Christian  is  in 
distress,  why  should  we  not  render  assistance  to 
those  who  are  suffering,  not  only  the  slavery  of 
body,  but  of  mind  also  ?  Our  policy  has  always 
been,  not  to  interfere  in  such  cases.  We  should 
suffer  Christianity  to  be  disseminated  by  the  power 
of  its  own  mild  and  beneficent  principles ;  it  is 
not  necessary  to  wage  war  in  its  behalf.  If  the 
expression  or  the  opinion  of  this  House  is  worth 
any  thing,  it  should  carry  with  it  an  irresistible 
"Vreight.  If  the  resolution  should  pass,  only  by  a 
bare  majority,  would  it  be  taken  for  a  general 
public  expression  ?  It  appealed  evident,  Mr.  R. 
said,  that  it  could  not  now  pass  unanimously  ;  we 
have  the  opportunity  of  expressing  our  own  pri- 


vate feelings  of  charity  and  of  sympathy  in  the 
cause  of  the  Greeks.  The  peopie  have  availd 
themselves  of  this  opportunity  in  a  proper  nut- 
ner ;  they  have  pursued  an  honorable  course ;  th(f 
have  furnished  supplies  in  money,  arms,  and  im- 
munition ;  and  these  contributions  would  bare 
their  influence  in  due  time. 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  endeavored  to  show  tiiii 
this  measure  would  be  injurious  to  the  Greeks  ts 
it  would  turn  the  attention  of  the  European  Pow- 
ers, to  repress  their  attempts  for  freedom ;  that  it 
would  be  injurious  to  ourselves,  because  it  was 
stepping  out  of  our  common  course  of  policy,  ib^ 
would  mvolve  us  in  difficulties ;  and  that  it  was 
not  necessary,  until  the  Greeks  should  have  ob- 
tained their  independence.  For  these  reasons  tie 
was  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolutioo  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  or 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  Mr.  R.  thought  the  Presideo: 
competent  to  take  such  measures  as  circumstao- 
ces  might  require.  He  hoped  some  course  woold 
be  adopted,  to  avoid  a  direct  decision  on  theqoes- 
tion  at  the  present  time,  as  he  believed  such  a  d^ 
cision  would  not  produce  any  eood.  If  it  shodd 
involve  the  country  in  a  war,  now  would  mm* 
hers  justify  themselves  to  their  constitaeot^t 
What  language  would  they  address  to  the  people? 
The  people  would  say,  that  they  alone  had  a  rffat 
to  act  upon  the  subject,  and  tney  have  exerci^ 
that  ri^ht,  in  the  best  possible  manner.  Witb 
these  views,  he  should  oppose  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HoDSToic  was  aware  that  he  might  be  tres- 
passing upon  the  patience  of  the  House,  io  pro- 
tracting this  debate,  as  it  was  not  the  first  or  tiif 
second  day  of  the  discussion ;  but  still  he  felt  so 
deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  sob- 
ject,  that  he  hoped  every  member,  who  wished  it, 
would  be  allowed  time  to  express  his  opinion.   U 
he  could  see  the  evil  consequences  which  gentle 
men  had  anticipated  from  the  adoption  of  this  res- 
olution, he  certainly  would  not  have  risen  to  ad- 
vocate it.    But,  as  he  did  not  perceive  that  soeh 
difficulties  could  result  from  it,  and  as  he  did  not 
see  its  incompatibility  with  the  policy  of  this  cr 
other  nations,  he  was  disposed  to  give  bis  feeble 
aid  to  the  subject.     Some  gentlemen  seem  to 
think,  that,  if  we  recognise  the  Greeks  in  the  mso- 
ner  proposed  by  this  resolution,  it  would  hare  a 
tendency  to  stimulate  the  European  Powers  to 
hostility  against  them.     He  could  not  beliere 
that,  so  far  ns  this  proposition  goes,  it  coald  bare 
any  such  eflect.    If  it  were  the  policy  of  the  Eu- 
ropean nations  to  aid  the  Ottoman  rower,  iber 
will  pursue  that  course  without  reference  to  us. 
And  can  it  be  supposed  that  thepas^geof  this 
resolution    will    bare  another  TOrkish  scimetar 
against  the  Greeks  ?    No.     The  Greeks  arc  strug- 
gling for  their  liberty,  and  the  Turk  is  determined 
to  exert  all  his  power  to  prevent  it,  all  the  force 
of  his  empire  is  at  his  disposal,  and  it  will  all  be 
turned  to  the  subjection  of  the  Greeks.    All  bij 
resources  will  be  directed  against  that  devotei 
people.    They  have  determined  to  stand  up  raaa- 
lully,  and  perish  before  they  submit.    Let  us.  then. 
as  far  as  we  can,  consistently  with  oar  reJatioos 
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with  foreign  nations,  hail  them  as  brethren,  end 
<cheer  them  ia  their  struggle.    The  screams  of 
tbis  agonized  and  suffering  people  have  reached 
us,  and  penetrated  from  one  end  of  the  continent 
to  the  other.    So  far  as  our  policy  will  allow, 
let  as  encourage  them.    What  sentiment  has  the 
President  expressed  upon  this  subject  ?    Does  he 
£ay  that  we  should  nol  interest  ourselves  for  the 
Crreeks?    Does  he  not,  rather,  express  the  deepeat 
solicitude  concerning  their  afiairs  ?    Is  there  not 
a  spontaneoBs  feeling  in  their  behalf  among  the 
people  7    And  shall  this  House,  which  represents 
the  .people,  be  silent  on  the  subject?  and  for  fear 
of  offending  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe,  shall 
we  not  act  ?    We  should  not  be  disposed  to  re- 
gard them  much.    If  they  have  determined  to 
crush  the  Greeks,  will  they  not  do  it  in  defiance 
of  us?    And  we  have  little  need  to  care  for  the 
Porte.    Has  he  ever  paid  any  regard  to  us?    Has 
he  ever  rendered  us  any  service  as  a  nation  ? 
Does  our  flag  protect  our  property  upon  the  Bos- 
phorus  ?    Has  not  our  conunerce  rather  been  pro- 
tected by  «he  Greeks?    Will  he,  who  has  totallv 
disregarded  the  laws  of  nations,  care  for  any  pol- 
ky  but  his  own  ?    We  can  expect  no  justice  from 
that  quarter,  but  what  we  acquire  from  their  fear. 
Mr.  H.  said  if  he  could  believe  that  this  reso- 
lution would   bring  war  upon  the  country,  he 
would  be  the  last  member  to  support  it.    No  one 
could  depreciite  the  horrors  of  war  more  than  he 
did.    He  did  not  wish  to  provoke  war  with  the 
Ottoman  Power,  nor  with  the  crowned  heads  of 
Europe.    If  it  was  the  policy  of  the  other  nations 
to  oppose  or  support  the  power  of  the  Porte,  they 
would  do  it.    The  Allied  Powers  haVe  sufficiently 
proved  that  they  are  not  very  solicitous  to  pre- 
serve'the  rights  of  other  nations.    The  Chesa- 
peaJre  proclaimed  to  us  that  one  of  them  was  not 
more  careful  of  those  rights  even  than  the  Otto- 
mao. 

Are  we  to  expect  any  advantage  from  not  ex- 
pressing our  opinion  ?  But  it  is  declared  that  we 
should  not  enter  into  an  alliance  with  the  Greeks. 
Nor  do  we  wish  to  do  it ;  we  wish  to  preserve 
our  regard  for  the  rights  of  other  nations.  It  is 
said  that  this  measure  will  be  of  no  advantage  to 
the  Greeks.  Mr.  H.  said  he  differed  from  this 
conclusion.  It  would  be  an  advantage  to  show 
them  that  they  are  not  an  isolated  people.  It 
will  be  telling  them  that  America,  the  freest  and 
happiest  country  in  the  world,  has  heard  of  Greece, 
and  sympathizes  with  her,  in  the  midst  of  her 
misfortunes.  It  will  be  encouraging  them  to  stand 
like  freemen,  and  to  fall,  if  thev  must  fall,  like 
men.  And  there  is  yet  Grecian  blood  leA  to  thrill 
with  joy  and  quicken  its  circulation  at  this  cheer- 
ing reffection.  Hearts  that  have  bled  for  years, 
under  oppression,  will  be  touched  with  sympathy. 
It  will  tell  to  Greece,  that,  while  the  Holy  Alli- 
ance is  standing,  with  hands  off,  and  the  rorte  is 
butchering  her  armies,  her  venerable  sires,  borne 
down  by  the  weight  of  years,  her  matrons,  her 
4iD violated  virgins,  and  helpless  infants,  it  will 
tell  her,  by  the  declaration  of  Congress,  that  we 
regard  her  situation;  and  that,  although  our  own 
policy  interdicts  us  from  acting  in  her  behalf,  yet 


we  recognise  her  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
Were  we  not  the  first  to  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  South  America?  Did  we  wait  till 
the  Holy  Alliance  had  authorized  us  to  do  that  ? 
Or  did  we  extend  a  helping  hand,  like  men, 
towards  those  States  ?  Why  may  we  not  pursue 
tbe  same  policy  now  ?  The  principle  is  the  same. 
Principles  remain  unchanged  and  eternal.  The 
distance  of  the  people  from  us  does  not  alter  the 
principle. 

If  tnis  resolution  is  adopted,  the  President  will 
be  left  free  to  exercise  his  sound  discretion  on  the 
subject.  He  will  be  able  to  compare  and  analyze 
the  business,  and  to  act  as  circumstances  may  re- 
quire. The  House  is  not  about  to  say  to  him  that 
he  must  despatch  an  agent  to  the  Greeks  to-mor- 
row; but  that  he  must  use  his  judgrnent  on  the 
subject.  If  the  resolution  is  reiected,  it  will  seem 
like  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  Executive.  By 
hb  long  experience  he  is  amply  entitled  to  this 
confidence ;  and  we  may  rest  assured  that  he  will 
not  exercise  it  inconsiderately,  nor  do  any  thing 
to  involve  the  country  in  a  tvar. 

Then,  if  there  is  nothing  hostile  in  the  resolu- 
tion, we  may  venture  to  give  this  authority  to  the 
President.  Mr.  H.  said  he  entertained  a  high  re- 
gard for  the  Greeks,  and  felt  as  much  zeal  in  their 
cause  as  was  consistent  with  the  purposes  of  le- 
gislation. He  wished  that  she  should  know  that 
the  American  nation  felt  for  her.  He  would  not 
that  this  Government  should  send  her  munitions 
of  war,  for  that  would  amount  to  an  open  act  of 
aggression  ;  but  no  such  construction,  he  thought, 
could  be  put  upon  this  resolution.  The  people  of 
Greece  had  expressed  a  wish  to  alter  their  Ck>v- 
ernment,  and  according  to  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  our  institutions,  the^  have  a  right  to  do 
it.  If  they  rise,  in  their  majesty,  and  determine 
to  be  free,  will  an  American  Congress  say  that 
they  must  wait  for  our  acknowledgment  of  her 
independence  until  the  Allied  Powers  have  seen 
fit  to  acknowledge  it  ?  They  will  not  be  disposed 
to  do  it  soon.  It  is  this  very  dissemination  of 
freedom  that  is  planting  thorns  in  their  pillows. 
We  can  pursue  princi^es  of  justice,  independent 
of  all  their  alliances. 

We  have  been  told  that  we  should  have  a  care 
how  we  look  for  glory — that  glory  is  the  death- 
watch  of  liberty.  Mr.  H.  said  he  did  not  know 
how  this  remark  was  meant  (o  be  applied.  If  he 
understood  what  was  the  true  meaning  of  glory, 
it  was  that  noble  attribute  of  man  that  appealed 
to  the  whole  community  to  give  force  to  heroism 
and  patriotism.  If  that  were  the  death-watch  of 
liberty,  he  wished  to  hear  it  resound  through  the 
country.  It  was  false  glory  that  b^de  a  man  seek 
^If-^ggrandizement ;  and  this  description  of  glory 
was  indeed  to  be  dreaded. 

Mr.  H.  apprehended  no  danger  from  the  crowned 
beads  of  Europe,  on  the  subject  before  the  House. 
He  considered  it  a  very  important  expression  of 
sympathy  in  favor  of  a  people  that  held  the  strong- 
est claims  upon  us.  After  the  principle  we  had 
adopted,  in  regard  to  South  America,  he  thought 
we  could  not  be  regardless  of  the  cause  of  Greece. 
He  did  not  expect  an  unanimous  expression  of 
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this  opinion  \  but,  as  it  could  be  productive  of  no 
evil  consequences,  he  hoped  the  resolution  would 
pass  the  House. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  CuTHBERT,  who  made  the  motion  that  he 
might  deliver  his  sentiments  to-morrow,  with  the 
deliberation  which  the  subject  calls  for. 


Fridat,  January  !$. 

Mr.  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government,  for 
the  year  1824 ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com^ 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLanb,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1624  \  [pay  of  the  Army]  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Charles  Humphrey, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  allow  a  salary  to  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  entry  for  the  district  of 
Pensacola,  and  to  abolish  the  office  of  surveyor ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of  Measurer; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afiairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Indiana,  on  behalf  of  a  company  of  rangers 
in  the  late  war,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
James  Biffgar;  which  report  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  the  officers  engaged  in  the  late  war 
against  the  Seminole  Indians,  as,  also,  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  on  behalf  of  the  said  officers ;  and 
that  the  said  memorial  and  resolutions  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ex- 
planatory of  the  act  of  the  14th  of  May,  1822, 
for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  en- 
gaged injhe  late  campaign  against  the  Seminole 
Indians. ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinbon,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  "An  act  es- 
tablishing Navy  Hospitals,'^  as  separates  the  Navy 
Hospital  Fund  from  the  Marine  Hospital  Fund ; 
and  of  providing  that  the  amount  which  shall 
hereafter  be  deducted,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  from  the  nay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and 
.marines,  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  by 


virtue  of  ''An  act  in  addition  to  'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,"  i>bill  be 
paid  quarterly  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory; 
and  expended  for  the  relief  or  sick  and  disable 
seamen,  in  pursuance  of  the  several  acis  nitkiig 
provision  for  sick  seamen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conoict,  it  was, 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afftirs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  how  far  it  may  comport 
with  the  public  good,  to  change  the  mode  of  com- 
pensation to  nav]f  officers,  substiiating  a  gnm 
sum  per  annum,  in  lieu  of  all  allowances  dow 
made. 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  A^ 
fairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  how  far  it  may  be 
expedient  and  proper  to  chan^  the  mode  of  pay- 
ment to  army  officers,  substituting  a  gross  sum 
per  annum,  in  lieu  of  such  pay  and  emoluments  as 
are  now  allowed. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  in  supporting  these  resolutions 
observed  that,  as  the  officers  of  the  Army  aD(i 
Navy  are  now  compensated,  their  support  consists 
partly  of  monthly  pay,  and  partly  of  rations  aod 
other  allowances.  It  was  somewhat  difficult,  at 
things  now  stood,  to  ascertain  exactly  what  eacb 
officer  actually  received ;  and,  from  informatioo 
he  had  received  on  the  subject,  he  was  led  to  Ik- 
lieve  that,  in  some  cases,  they  received  morp, 
while  in  others,  they  got  less  than  was  proper; 
and,  also,  that  the  compensation  was  not  doly 
proportioned  to  the  services  rendered  ;  as  one  strik- 
ing instance  of  which,  he  said  that,  if  he  was 
correctly  informed,  a  surgeon  in  our  Navy,  when 
at  sea,  m  the  full  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  ex- 
]»osed  to  all  their  dangers,  received  a  compensa- 
tion of  eight  hundred  dollars,  while  the  same  offi- 
cer, when  on  shore,  and  off  doty,  received,  ia 
salary  and  perquisites,  about  one  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars.  It  was  certainly  worthy  of  io- 
quirv,  whether  this  mode  of  compensation  bad 
not  better  be  changed  to  a  gross  sum  by  the  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Con  way,  the  Committee  oa 
Indian  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  purchase  of  the  Indian  tribes  wess 
of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territories  of  Arkan- 
sas and  Michigan,  as  much  territory  as  will  be 
sufficient  to  give  room  for  those  tribes  of  Indians, 
within  the  present  States  and  Territories,  who 
may  wish  to  migrate  westwardly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conway,  tne  Committee  oa 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reviving  the  law  of  the  25th  of 
March,  1816,  relating  to  settlers  on  the  lands  of 
the  United  States. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing communications,  viz : 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting a  statement  showing  the  expenditure  of  tiie 
money  appropriated  for  the  contmgent  expense* 
of  the  Military  Establishment,  for  the  year  IS^; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table; 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treastnr 
transmiuing  a  statement  showing  the  amount  of 
money  remaining  to  be  paid  by  the  purchasers  <« 
public  lands  prior  to  1st  July,  1830,  dtsignBtisi 
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the  amouDtdue  for  laods  purchased  id  each  State, 
made  Id  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  30th  De- 
cember ultimo ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  to  pro? ide  for  the  speedy  eztiDguishroent 
of  the  debt  due  by  purchasers  of  public  lauds  prior 
to  the  Ist  of  July,  1820;- 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
transmitting  informatioa  in  relatioQ  to  a  robbery 
of  the  land  office  at  Vaodalia,  in  the  State  cif 
Illinois-,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
OD  the  Public  Lands. 

THE  GREEK  CAUSE. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Webster's 
resolution,  for  sending  an  agent  to  Greece,  and  the 
imendment  thereto  proposed  by  Mr.  Poinsett, 
nrhich  proposes  to  limit  the  resolre  to  the  ezpres- 
iioQ  ot  a  sentiment,  decisively  favorable  to  the 
Greek  cause.  i 

Mr.  CuTHBfiRT,  (who  had,  by  the  custom  of  the 
House,  the  right  to  the  floor,  having  last  evening 
noTed  that  the  Committee  rise,)  in  introducing 
^i$  remarks,  observed  something  in  relation  to  his 
itate  of  bodily  health,  which  we  did  not  distinctly 
bear;  but  he  said  that,  even  if  he  could  have  sup- 
posed that  any  observations  of  his  would  have  any 
weight  with  the  House,  he  had  the  less  reason  to 
regret  his  state,  either  of  body  or  mind,  after  the 
eloquent  speech  delivered  fay  the  gentleman  from 
Sevf  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Bartlctt.)  He  believed 
here  were  few  gentlemen  present,  yesterday,  whose 
ninds  had  not  received  a  strong  impression  from 
that  speech ;  he  felt  certain  that  it  had  a  sensible 
inflaence  on  the  opinion  of  this  House,  and,  there- 
Tore,  (being  on  this  question  of  similar  opinions 
:o  that  gentleman,)  he  regretted  the  less  any  dis- 
ibility  of  his  own. 

He  believed,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  would  be 
conceded  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  that  this 
vas  a  measure  which  had  its  origin,  principally, 
a  feeling.  That  a  very  strong  popular  excitement 
lid  exist  at  this  moment  on  the  subject,  could  not 
)e  denied ;  and  how  far  the  feelings  of  a  virtuous, 
ntelligeot,  and  reflecting  people,  ought  to  influ- 
!flce  their  legislators,  he  should  not  undertake  to 
letermioe ;  he  did  not,  for  a  moment,  suppose  that 
I  legislative  body  was  the  only  assembiacpe  of  citi- 
zens who  were  competent  to  judge  and  determine 
^  question  of  tflis  kind.  But  there  was  a  wide 
iad  important  distinction  between  assemblages  of 
ite  people,  gathered  together  in  masses  without 
esponsibility,  and  those  who  were  bound  by  their 
)mce  and  their  oath  to  deliberate  with  their  calm- 
."st  judgment,  and  whose  decisions  were  to  be  fol- 
lowed with  momentous  consequences. 

The  people,  gathered  in  large  assemblies,  feel 
i  generous  pride  in  elpressing  tbeir  warmest  feel- 
|Dgs.  The  noble  glow  of  sympathy  catches  from 
i^^art  to  heart ;  the  feeling  rises  with  the  numbers 
who  partake  in.it,  till  each  man  feels  his  bosom 
swell  with  a  big  emotion,  the  result  of  the  congre- 
Ssted  feeling.  But,  sir,  while  such  meetings  are 
held,  aad  such  emotions  experienced,  do  the  peo- 


ple, sir,  expect  that  you  shall  be  governed,  in  sol^ 
emn  acts  of  legislation,  by  the  resolutions  thejp 
pass?  Were  you  to  yield  yourselves  to  such  ik 
governance,  you  would  betray  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  you.  Not  that  you  have  more  wisdom, 
than  they,  but  that  you  are  intrusted  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  their  Government.  They  tell  you 
that  they  love  liberty — that  they  deplore  the  ca- 
lamities and  suffierings  of  the  oppressed  Greeks— » 
that  they  rejoice  and  exult  in  all  their  trmmphs. 
Well,  sir,  what  is  the  conclusion?  This:  that  if 
sound  wisdom  shall  direct  you  to  engage  in  any 
active  measures  on  the  subject,  you  nave  an  ar- 
dent and  an  energetic  people  to  back  you.  Ought 
you  not  to  pause,  Mr.  Chairman,  before  you  con»- 
mil  such  a  people,  noble,  gallant,  generous,  now^ 
enjoying  unprecedented  happiness,  and  in  the  fulk' 
possession  of  all  the  blessings  of  peace,  to  all  the 
privations,  the  untried  horrors  of  war  1  To  judge 
of  your  duty,  select  any  individual  who  has  been 
a  member  of  one  of  these  popular  meetings,  who 
has  been  the  most  enthusiastic  of  all  who  were 
present,  and  who  there  passed  resolutions,  couched 
in  the  most  glowing  language ;  select  htm  from 
that  meeting,  (where  he  was  without  responsibil- 
ity,) place  him  in  the  solitude  of  his  chamber,  tell 
him  he  must  now  act,  and  act  under  the  whole 
responsibility  of  tbe  happiness  «r  the  distress  of 
his  country — passion  departs- — he  begins  to  pause, 
and  to  reflect,  and  he  invokes,  not  passion,  but 
wisdom,  for  his  guide.  It  is  thus  that  these  very 
people  expect  and  demand  of  you  to  act. 

What  does  such  a  reflection  naturally  suggest 
to  us?  That  we  should  make  a  comparison  be- 
tween our  Government,  and  those  under  which 
this  very  nation  of  the  Greeks  once  lived.  Shall 
I  be  told  that  it  is  but  the  declamation  of  a  school 
boy  to  talk  of  ancient  Greece?  I  answer,  that 
sentiment  is  worthy  only  of  those  enslaved  coun- 
tries where  it  is  the  fashion,  because  it  is  tbe  in- 
terest of  their  oppressors,  to  cast  every  species  of 
ridicule  and  sneer  upon  republican  ffovernmenta. 
Shall  we,  on  this  account,  deny  oursdves  the  solid 
benefit  of  the  experience  of  other  republics?  Those 
who  live  under  the  monarchical  governments  of 
Europe  are  liable  to  be  misled  on  this  subject,  by 
the  cant  of  their  writers— .from  the  humblest  jour- 
nal of  the  day,  to  the  largest  and  weightiest  tome 
that  engrosses  the  shelf  of  their  libraries,  all  hold 
one  language — a  regular  war  is  waged  with  the 
principles  of  free  government ;  if  we  join  in  the 
adoption  of  such  anti-republican  sentiments,  we 
aid  this  band  of  conspirators  in  the  servile  design 
of  degrading  and  debasing  the  human  family. 
No,  sir.  We  are  warranted  in  appealing  for  facts 
to  aid  us  to  the  history  of  Greece — ^it  is  our  duty 
to  look  carefully  at  that  history.  And  what  do 
we  find,  sir?  that  the  Grecian  Republics  had  all 
the  soul  and  fire  of  liberty,  but  that  they  wanted 
intelligence,  and  a  regular  plan  in  its  enjoyment 
and  its  preservation.  Hence,  we  see  them  split  up 
into  contending  factions;  and  so  bitter  were  their 
mutual  hatred  and  animosity,  and  so  fierce  the 
rage  of  their  contests,  that,  in  some  instances, 
whole  communities  were  destroyed,  wars  of  anni- 
hilation  were  carried  on  between  neighboring 
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States,  and  scenes  occurred  on  the  Grecian  soil) 
over  which  freedom  and  hunaanity  mingle  their 
tears.  But  how,  sir,  is  the  case  with  us?  Under 
an  administration  of  mild  and  equal  laws,  we  are 
at  this  hour  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  utmost  prac- 
ticable measure  of  personal  liberty.  We  are' bless- 
<ed  with  profound  peace,  and  the  humblest  and 
most  timid  man  among  us  is  in  the  full  possession 
of  absolute  security  in  person  and  property. 

Sir,  this  night  eyery  weak  and  shrinking  fe- 
male, every  helpless  infant  in  all  this  land,  lies 
down  in  peace,  and  may  sink  into  unbroken  slum- 
ber, conscious  of  being  safe  from  harm.  To- 
morrow, every  vigorous  man,  with  robust  limb, 
with  active  and  enterprising  mind,  will  be  en- 
gaged with  ardor  in  all  that  can  advance  his  own 
and  his  country's  prosperity,  in  all  that  enlightens 
and  ennobles  man.  The  sustaining  energy  of  a 
free  Government  pervades  the  land,  and  raises 
and  strengthens  the  character  of  all  who  inhabit 
it.  In  such  a  country,  wars  can  never  be  waged 
for  glory  and  empire.  The  most  ambitious  ieader, 
who  would  persuade  us  into  a  war,  must  profits 
that  it  is  a  war  for  the  right ;  he  dare  not  even 
breathe  the  sentiment  that  it  is  undertaken  only 
for  glory.  Surely,  this  reflection  ought  to  prove 
to  us  a  warning  on  an  occasion  like  this;  for,  be 
it  remembered,  that,  by  all  the  acts  in  which  it  is 
engaged,  this  infant  nation  is  stamping  its  char- 
acter for  future  ages. 

There  is  one  question  I  would  ask  of  this  Com- 
mitted—I would  ask  it  emphatically.  You  owe 
to  Greece  a  debt  which  you  ought  to  repay  in 
kind.  Is  it  a  debt  for  physical  aid  ?  Is  it  lor  any 
thin^  she  ever  did  for  us  by  physical  force  ?  No, 
sir;  it  is  fov  moral  aid;  for  the  force  of  her  ex- 
ample ;  it  is  for  the  spirit  and  sentiments  of  her 
writers,  which  have  passed  into  our  mind ;  it  is 
for  the  lesions  she  has  taught  us  in  the  love  and 
the  defence  of  freedom ;  it  is  for  the  warnings  we 
have  received  from  her  misfortunes ;  for  the  spirit, 
in  a  word,  that  her  works  and  her  words  have 
poured  into  our  souls.  What,  then,  is  our  proper, 
our  best  return  ?  It  is  to  raise  her  depressed  chil- 
dren by  the  example  of  our  free  Government--a 
Government  possessing  some  excellencies  and  ad- 
vantages that  hers  never  had,  even  in  their  bright- 
est day.  This  is  the  example  we  are  to  set  them, 
and  npt  that  of  foreign  wars.  We  are  to  show 
them  the  blessings  of  freedom,  as  reduced  to  a 
practical  and  a  permanent  form — to  show  them  a 
people  happjr,  and  proud  of  the  lot  they  enjoy. 

How  cautious,  then,  should  we  be  that  we  do 
not,  by  bringing  disaster  on  our  hitherto  happy 
experiment,  blast  the  rising  cause  of  freedom 
(check  it,  rather,  for  rise  it  will)  throughout  the 
world.  Let  us  take  care  that  we  do  not  make  our 
case  a  warning  against  free  governments,  instead 
of  the  strongest  o?  arguments  in  their  favor.  And 
what,  sir,  is  the  process  by  which  you  are  to  spread 
the  itifluence  of  your  free  principles  and  free  in- 
stitutions ?  Not  by  wars,  out  by  a  friendly  inter- 
course with  Europe,  by  writings,  by  personal  con- 
versation, and  bv  the  speeches  of  your  statesmen. 
By  means  like  tnese,  the  rapid  contagion  of  en- 
lightened prittcipies  will  spread  from  land  to  land. 


Men  easily  imbibe  right  prineiples  on  politics, 
when  once  they  are  suggested  to  tbem.  Tic 
plainest  and  the  humblest  peasant  can  be  made  to 
understand  that  men  are  bom  c<iaal,  and  bavt 
equal  rights ;  all  be  needs  is  to  be  convinced  tlat 
these  principles,  so  true  and  so  plain  in  themselTes. 
can  be  carried  out  into  a  practical  governmeol 
The  literati  of  Europe  know  this,  and  some  of 
them  spread  the  trutn  in  their  writings.  Tbeir 
statesmen  know  it,  too,  and  some  of  these,  too^ 
recommend  it.  The  boaest  common  people  ac- 
knowledge the  truth,  and  long  for  its  benefits. 
They  have  the  demonstration  of  the  truth  brougbt 
to  their  very  senses :  they  see  and  know  our  sea- 
men, our  merchants,  and  their  families,  and  tber 
know  that  there  does  exist  a  country  that  fo&ten 
in  its  bosom  a  free,  proud,  and  energetic  people. 
who  know  how  to  protect  their  rights  ana  (heii 
honor.  Such  a  state  of  things  now  exists  that 
these  people  inhale  some  notions  of  freedom  witbtiie 
very  atmosphere  they  breathe — and  as  they  breiibt 
it  tney  come  to  love  those  rights.  Despotism,  oi 
the  other  band,  is  founded  on  the  ignorance,  |)r^ 
judice,  timidity)  and  depression  of  the  people:  bo: 
that  ignorance  is  dissipating — those  prejudices aie 
weakening — that  fear  is  dispelling — the  people  irr 
fast  rising  in  the  scale  of  being.  How  uowi» 
would  it  oe,  nay,  how  wicked,  to  abandon  ail  thf» 
gradual  but  powerful  effects  of  our  Goveronesi 
and  condition,  in  order  to  assume  aooiber  cbara^ 
ter.  What  will  be  the  effect  of  war  on  this  ioflD- 
ence?  It  will  counteract  it  at  once,  by  conjurinf 
up  in  opposition  all  the  angry  and  resentful  pv- 
sions.  Why  should  we  so  effectually  advanceibc 
dearest  interests  of  despotism  7  Think  you  that 
their  monarchs  will  fail  to  direct  these  passiooi 
against  the  cause  of  freedom?  Sir,  we  can  give 
no  physical,  no  warlike  aid  to  liberty  that  wiil 
not  injure  her  cause. 

There  is  another  .consideration  that  calls  upor. 
us  to  pause  and  reflect,  before  we  take  any  $i«p 
that  may  commit  the  nation.  Monarchy  can  ^ 
to  war  from  policy  or  ambition,  and  if  they  do  not 
find  it  suite  their  views  they  can,  with  almoit 
equal  ease,  withdraw  from  the  contest.  But  it  i^^ 
fa  r  otherwise  with  Republics.  In  tiiese,  before  f  oi 
enter  into  a  war,  you  must  convince  the  mass  of 
the  nation  that  the  war  is  virtuous  and  jii?t  ^ 
its  principles,  and  unavoidable  without  disgraee 
When  a  free  people  have  become,  by  refleciiofl. 
convinced  of  this,  they  become  reckless  of  ecn^ 
quences;  you  rouse  a  deeper  spirft;  yon  canefD- 
trate  a  mightier  wrath  than  a  despotic  GoTrm- 
ment  ean  ever  know.  There  is  a  moral  for^  tba^ 
mingles  with  the  physical,  and  propels  it  withrf- 
doufied  energy.  But,  if  the  war  is  unreasootble. 
unjust,  unnecessary,  when  any  calamity  faappeos 
in  its  prosecution  they  at  once  look  back  tc)  its 
origin,  re-examine  its  principle;  they  ask,  ifl  < 
spirit  of  discontent  and  indignation,  why  was  it 
not  avoided ;  and  they  wreak  their  vengeance  » 
its  authors.  You  cannot,  then,  eliter  with  too 
much  caution  on  steps  that  have  war  in  t^ 
probable  or  possible  results.  If  you  go  to  war  is 
a  proper  spirit,  and  on  sufficient  and  solid  groantts* 
your  people  wiil  resolve  on  success  or  niia ;  ^ 
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if  700  enter  on  ik  ligbtty,  after  a  while  the  spirit 
of  the  people  flags ;  they  abandon  you;  you  have 
to  yield  without  success ;  the  temper  ana  tone  of 
the  nation  is  lowered,  and  its  character  perma- 
nently injured.  Another  Question  was,  what  ef- 
fect such  a  measure  as  that  now  proposed  was 
likely  to  produce  on  our  relations  with  the  Euro- 
pean Powers.  Britain  sc^ems  to  haye  learned  from 
us  a  salutary  lesson  of  neutrality,  and  she  will  ob- 
serve it  as  long  as  she  can.  You  cannot  get  that 
Government  into  a  Spanish  or  a  Greek  war.  At . 
the  very  moment  you  would  weaken  yourselves 
by  entering  into  this  distant  contest,  that  politic 
and  experienced  Grovernment  is  husbanding  its 
resources  and  accumulating^  its  strength.  You 
cannot  doubt  that  they  cherish  a  deadly  hostility 
against  you ;  that  they  are  jealous  of  your  rising 
greatness;  that  they  remember  well  your  naval 
triumphs,  and  that  war  will  one  day  be  the  iKsue. 
Shall  you,  in  the  meanwhile,  enter  with  levity, 
(in  such  a  case,  I  repeat,  that  levity  is  wicked- 
ness,) and  run  the  hazard  of  an  unnecessary  and 
impolitic  war?  Surely,  yon  felt,  a  few  years 
since,  enough  to  warn  you  into  sobriety  and  cau- 
tion. You  saw  the  struggle  which  arose,  amidst 
the  heavy  embarrassments  of  the  country,  between 
the  advocates  of  economy  and  those  who  were  de- 
termined to  support  the  institutions  of  the  country 
at  every  expense.  You  know,  sir,  what  a  painful 
scene  was  then  exhibited  in  this  House.  Shall 
we  renew  such  scenes?  Is  this  Committee  wil- 
ling to  run  any  risk  of  their  renewal?  Can  you 
doubt,  if  such  embarrassments  should  agaitf  re- 
cur, that  your  crafry  enemy  would  seize  upon 
the  crisis  to  attack  you  ?  No,  Ar ;  let  us  cherish 
peace;  let  us  pay  our  debts;  let  us  accumulate 
treasure ;  then  your  enemy  will  be  less  willing  to 
assail  you^  while  you  will  be  the  better  prepared 
to  meet  him. 

All  the  reasoning  that  we  have  heard  respect- 
ing the  Holy  Alliance  g[oes  evidently  on  thisas- 
saroption,  that  there  exists  to  us  some  danger  of 
war  with  tboae  Powers.  This  has  been  shown 
to  be  the  tendency  of  all  their  doctrines.  Now, 
sir,  if,  as  gentlemen  argue,  there  is  danger  of  th« 
Allies  attacking  us  here  on  our  continent,  while  we 
do  nothing  to  disturb  them,  is  there  not,  on  gen- 
tlemen's own  ground,  still  more  reason  to  appre- 
hend it  if  you  go  to  their  continent?  Tney 
threaten  us,  it  seems,  because  we  are  republics, 
though  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Will  they 
not  do  more,  if  we  cross  the  Atlantic  to  place  a 
tepublic  in  the  very  heart  of  their  kingdoms? 
And  will  they  not  say  to  unhappy  Greece,  who 
lies  virtually  at  their  mercy,  '<  if  you  rely  on  these 
^  VVestem  republicans,  and  call  them  m  to  your 
^aid,  we  will  teach  you  that  such  interference 
^  ihall  be  ruin  to  any  who  invite  it ;  and,  as  a 
'  warnbg  and  an  example  on  thia  subject,  we  will 
'pour  down  upon  you  our  accumulated  ven- 
^  geance."  Yes,  sir,  as  surely  as  you  go  to  the 
Old  World  to  set  up  a  fortress  of  liberty,  these 
despots  will  raze  it  to  the  very  earth,  if  it  were 
only  to  stop  the  precedent. 

Suppose,  sir,  that  the  Turk,  ignorant  of  what 
your  exact  intentions  towards  the  Greeks  may  be, 


should  seize  your  agent  and  put  him  to  death ; 
should  massacre  your  seamen  and  resident  citi- 
zens, and  thu6  lay  you  under  the  immediate  neces- 
sity of  goin?  to  war  with  him.  Can  you  believe 
that  those  allies  would  long  remain  without  a  pre- 
text for  mingling  in  the  quarrel  ?  Some  question 
of  blockade — some  .search — some  implied  inter- 
ference— some  excuse  for  hostilities?  Remember 
your  old  enemy  the  Briton.  If  he  gets  your  little 
fleet  shut  up  in  the  Mediterranean,  on  any  quar- 
rel forged,  he  sweeps  it  from  the  ocean.  That 
will  at  once  throw  you  back  a  century.  Remem- 
ber, sir,  the  seed  of  revenge  is  there ;  and  as  soon 
as  opportunity  is  furnished,  depend  upon  it,  sir, 
that  seed  will  germinate. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  matter.  It  is  not 
only  imprudent  to  adopt  the  proposed  measure,, 
but  it  is  equally  impolitic.  The  President  is  al- 
ready authorized  to  employ  agents  of  the  kind 
contemplated.  By  legislating  you  publish  it,  and 
set  all  who  are  concerned  to  prevent  your  object 
on  their  guard — ^you  put  your  opponents  on  the 
alert.  You  go  out  of  your  sphere,  and  interfere 
with  the  President  in  the  duties  of  his  own  de- 
partment, by  making  the  proposed  appropriation 
m  a  particular  case  and  in  none  other;  you  seem 
to  direct  the  President  to  send  in  one  case,  and 
not  to  send  in  another.  But  the  measure,  if  done 
at  all,  had  better  be  done  silently,  without  invit'^ 
ing  notice  or  resistance. 

One  word  more,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I* have V 
done.  Have  those  who  oppose  the  measure  no 
sympathy  for  the  Greeks  ?  Y  es,  sir,  we  love  their 
cause;  we  wish,  we  long,  we  yearn  to  witness  its 
success.  When  they  triumph,  we  exult  at  it ; ; 
when  they  are  unfortunate,  we  grieve  over  it. 
But  because  these  are  the  feelings  of  our  hearts, 
must  we  be  indiscreet  ?  We  are  intrusted  with  a 
nation  that  is  proud  of  its  sympathies  with  the 
oppressed  on  every  foot  of  earth's  surface — a  peo- 
ple not  selfish  and  narrow  minded,  but  full  of  the 
finest  and  the  subHmest  sensibilities ;  bat,  surely, 
sir,  the  happiness  and  the  dignity  of  such  a  peo- 
ple are  not  vainly  to  be  put  at  hazard.  Their 
souls  are  soAened  by  their  own  happy  privileges, 
and  they  long  to  impart  them  to  the  wretched ; 
but  shall  we,  therefore,  precipitate  them  into  diffi^ 
oulty  and  plunee  them  in  sufierings  and  dangers? 
Sir,  I  am  satisfied  the  measure  proposed  to  us  will 
do  the  Greeks  no  good — may  do  them  much 
harm.  That  it  hazards  every  thing  in  relation  to 
ourselves,  and  in  endangering  us  endangers  the 
best  hopes  of  the  rest  of  the'world ;  for  so  signal, 
so  sublime,  is  the  station  now  ^iven  us  by  Heaven, 
that  with  us  is  identified  the  bliss  or  the  misery 
of  a  lar^e  portion  of  our  species. 

Mr.  Clay  then  rose,  and  commenced  his  speech 
by  distinctly  stating  the  original  resolution,  as 
moved  by  Mr.  Webstbr,  and  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Poinsett.  The  resolution  pro- 
posed providing  the  means  to  defray  the  expense 
of  a  mission,  whenever  the  President,  who  knows, 
or  ought  to  know,  the  dispositions  of  all  the  Eu- 
ropean Powers,  Turkish  or  Christian,  shall  deem 
it  proper  to  send  one.  The  amendment  goes  to 
withhold  any  appropriation,  and  to  make  a  publie 
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declaration  of  our  sympathy  with  the  Greeks,  and 
our  good  wisties  for  their  cause.  And  how,  sir, 
(asked  Mr.  C.,)  has  this  simple,  modest,  unpre- 
tending, this  harmless  proposition  been  treated  t  It 
has  been  argued,  as  if  it  proposed  aid  to  the  Greeks; 
as  if  it  proposed  the  recognition  of  their  Govern- 
ment ;  as  an  act  of  unjustifiable  interference ;  as 
a  measure  of  war.  And  those  who  thus  argue 
the  question,  while  they  themselves  give  unbound- 
ed range  to  their  imagination,  in  conceiving  and 
setting  in  array  the  monstrous  consequences  which 
are  to  grow  out  of  so  simple  a  proposal,  impute  to 
us  who  are  its  advocates,  Ctuixotism  !  Cluixotism! 
While  they  are  taking  the  most  extravagant  and 
unlimited  range,  and  arguing  any  thing  and  every 
thing  but  the  question  before  the  House,  they  ac- 
cuse us  of  enthusiasm,  of  giving  the  reins  to  feel- 
ing, of  being  carried  away  by  our  imagination. 
No,  sir,  the  proposition  on  your  table  is  no  propo- 
sition for  aid,  nor  for  recognition,  nor  for  interfer- 
ence, nor  for  war. 

1  know  that  at  least  some  of  the  objections  to 
the  original  proposal  are  occasioned  by  the  source 
from  which  It  has  proceeded.  There  are  individ- 
uals in  this  House,  who  look  at  the  mover  of  this 
resolution,  as  if  its  value  or  importance  was  to  be 
measured  by  inquiring  who  brought  it  forward. 
Sir,  I  have  long  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  originated  this  resolu- 
tion— I  have  sometimes  had  the  pleasure  of  acting 
with  him  ;  and  I  would  suggest  to  those  to  whom 
I  have  alluded,  that,  if  they  seek  to  be  regarded  as 
the  sentinels  of  freedom,  they  must  disregard 
the  .source  from  which  any  measure  favorable  to 
its  interest  may  happen  to  have  proceeded,  and 
must  take  it  up  on  its  own  intrinsic  merits.  If  a 
gentleman  who  happens  to  belong  to  a  different 
party,  in  political  sentiment,  shall  bring  forward 
a  proposition  fraught  with  liberal  principles  and 
noble  sentiments,  is  it  to  be  rejected  for  his  sake  ? 
If  this  is  the  case,  we  cease  to  be  Republicans,  and 
those  who  act  on  principles  the  reverse  of  ours, 
will  be  the  men  who  truly  deserve  that  name ; 
and,  sir,  if  all  Republicans  must  oppose  this  doc- 
trine and  all  Federalists  advocate  it,  I  for  one, 
should  cease  to  be  a  Republican,  and  would  be- 
come a  Federalist. 

Mr.  Chairman,  is  it  not  extraordinary  that,  for, 
now,  these  two  years,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  should  have  been  allowed,  not  only  with- 
out censure,  but  with  universal  applause,  to  ex- 
press all  the  feeling!*  which  either  the  resolution 
or  the  amendment  on  your  table  go  to  sanction  or 
to  declare?  So  far  is  this  from  having  met  the 
disapprobation  of  the  American  people,  that,  from 
Maine  to  Georgia,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  sentiment  of  approbation  has 
blazed  with  the  rapidity  of  electricity  !  That  it 
is  felt  with  the  deepest  intensity,  that  it  is  expressed 
in  almost  every  possible  form,  and  that  it  increases 
with  every  new  day  and  passing  hour.  And,  sir, 
are  we  alone  to  be  insulated  from  the  common 
moral  atmosphere  of  the  whole  land  ?  Shall  we 
shut  ourselves  up  in  apathy,  and  separate  ourselves 
from  our  country  ?  from  our  constituents  ?  from 
our  Chief  Magistrate  ? 


The  measure,  sir,  has  been  unwarrantably  mi|- 
ni&ed.  Gentlemen  speak  of  the  watchful  jeabasj 
of  the  Turks,  and  seem  to  think  that  the  lightest 
movements  in  this  body  will  be  matter  of  speea- 
latioa  at  Gonstaatinopte.  He  could  assure  the 
gentlemen  that  the  Buropeaa  Powers  attached  no 
such  vast  importance  to  our  acts  and  deliberations 
as  some  seemed  to  suppose.  The  Turk  will  io 
all  probability  never  bear  of  the  gentlemen's  names 
who  either  advocate  or  oppose  the  resolution.  Tbe 
resolution  is  certainly  not  without  its  valae,  bot 
that  value  is  wholly  a  moral  value ;  it  throws  oar 
little  tribute  into  Uie  vast  stream  of  public  opifiioe. 
which,  sooner  or  later,  must  regulate  the  pbysicii 
action. upon  the  great  interests  of  the  eMad 
world.  But,  sir,  rely  upon  it  the  Turk  is  i^ 
about  to  declare  war  because  this  unoffending  pro- 
position has  been  oflered  by  my  hooorable  Ihea^ 
from  Massachusetts,  of  whom,  however  eminei: 
in  our  own  countrVi  the  Sublime  Porte  has  oera 
yet  heard.  The  Allied  Powers  are  not  goiog  t: 
be  thrown  into  a  state  of  alarm  bf  a  resoluiioc 
appropriating  two  or  three  thousand  dollars  k> 
send  an  agent  to  Greece. 

The  question  has  been  argued  as  if  the  Greeb 
were  likely  to  be  exposed  to  increased  suffericft 
in  consequence  of  such  a  measure ;  as  if  the  Turk- 
ish scimetar  would  be  sharpened  by  its  influenfe. 
and  dyed  deeper  and  yet  deeper  in  Christian  blood 
Sir,  it  such  is  to  be  the  effect  of  the  declaratioo^' 
our  sympathy,  it  must  have  happened  alret^t. 
That  expression  is  very  fully  and  distinctlr  giro^^ 
in  the  Message  of  the  President  to  both  Hoavsc: 
Congress,  not  only  this  year,  but  last.  Aodl 
would  again  remhid  the  gentleman,  that  it  is  t» 
President's  Message,  and  not  any  record  of  otf 
debates,  that  goes  the  rounds  of  the  Earopee 
Cabinets.  This  document  is  translated  into  thar 
several  languages,  and  is  read  by  the  Ministers  of 
State,  and  possibly  by  some  of  the  Sorereigii! 
themselves ;  possibly  by  the  Divan  ;  but  our  nso- 
lutions  are  all  for  domestic  use — for  home  eos- 
sumption ;  they  never  will  meet  either  royal « 
imperial  eyes.  In  that  Messa^,  the  Pre«id«tf, 
after  a  most  eloquent  and  touchmg  represeotabai 
of  the  feelings  excited  by  the  Greek  insnrreetioa, 
tells  you,  that  the  dominion  of  the  Turk  over  tott 
people  is  gone  forever,  and  that  the  most  sanguiee 
hopie  is  entertained  that  they  will  succeed  ia  es- 
tablishing their  independence.  Well,  sir,  if  tats 
is  the  fact,  if  their  independence  isalmost  achtered, 
if  the  Allied  .  Powers  themselves,  possibly  betoit 
we  shall  a^ain  meet  in  this  Hall,  may  acknowl- 
edge that  independence,  is  it  not  fit  to  make  pro- 
vision that  our  President  nciay  be  among  the  fore^ 
most  in  that  acknowledgment — or,  at  least,  noc 
among  the  last  ? 

But,  sir,  so  far  from  this  resolution  being  likelf. 
if  pasaed,  to  produce  injury  to  the  GreAs,  it  is 
likely  to  have  a  directly  opposite  effect.  Sir,  the 
Turk,  with  all  his  power,  and  in  all  the  elevatjis 
of  his  despotic  throne,  is  at  last  but  man ;  he  i5 
made  as  we  are,  of  fiesh,  of  muscle,  of  bones,  aw 
sinews;  he-can  feel;  and,  sir,  he  has  felt  the un- 
calculating  valor  of  American  freedom  io  soai« 
of  his  domiiiiQOs ;  and  when  he  is  made  to  andet^ 
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stand,  that  not  only  the  ExecatiTe  of  this  Goy- 
erament,  but  that  this  nation — that  our  entire 
political  fabric,  base,  column,  and  entablature, 
rulers  and  people,'  with  heart,  soul,  mind,  and 
strength,  are  ail  on  the  side  of  the  nation  he  is 
crushing,  he  will  be  more  likely  to  restrain,  than 
to  increase  hi:$  atroeities  upon  suffering  and  bleed- 
ing Greece. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  has  made, 
CD  this  subject,  a  very  ingenious,  sensible,  and 
ironical  speech,  an  admirable  detnU  for  a  young 
member,  and  such  as  I  hope  we  shall  often  have 
repeated  on  this  floor.  But,  sir,  permit  me  to  ad- 
vise my  young  friend  to  remember  that  declara- 
tion, "sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof," 
and  when  the  resolution  which  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  laying  on  the  table  shall  come  to  be  dis- 
cussed, I  hope  he  will  not  think  it  sufficient  to 
say,  as  he  has  aow  done,  that  the  measure,  or  the 
argument  in  its  support,  is  "a  very  extraordinary 
one,"  but  that  he  will  then  let  us  hear  an  argu- 
mentative speech  to  prove  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
lay  prostrate  every  fortress  of  human  hope,  and 
to  see  with  complacency  the  last  outwork  of  lib- 
erty taken.  Tbi?,  however,  is  foreign  to  the  ques- 
tion now  before  the  House. 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  proposed  measure  will 
be  a  departure  from  our  uniform  policy  with  re* 
spect  to  foreign  nations — that  it  will  provoke  the 
ire  of  the  Holy  Alliance-— and  will,  in  effect,  be  a 
repetition  of  their  own  offence,  by  an  unwarranta- 
ble interference  with  the  domestic  concerns  of 
other  Powers.     No,  sir;  not  even  if  it  proposed, 
which  it  does  not,  an  immediate  recognition  of 
Grecian  independence.    What  has  been  the  uni- 
form policy  and  practice  of  this  Government, 
Irom  the  days  of  Washington  to  this  moment? 
In  the  case  of  France,  President  Washington 
and  bis  successors  received  Genet,  Fauchet,  and 
all  who  followed  them,  whether  sent  from  Ring, 
Convention,  Anarchy,  or  Emperor.    Sir,  the  rule 
we  have  followed  has  ever  been  this :  to  look  at 
the  state  of  the  fact,  and  to  recognise  that  Gov- 
ernment, be  it  what  it  might,  which  was  in  actual 
possession  of  sovereign  power.    When   one  of 
these  Governments  was  overthrown,  and  a  new 
one  QBiablished  on  its  ruins,  without  embarrassing 
ourselves  with  any  principles  involved  in  the  con- 
J^t)  we  have  ever  acxnowledged  the  new  and  actual 
government  as  soon  as  it  had  positive  existence. 
^Qr  simple  inquiry  has  been,  which  is  the  Gov- 
^ment  defado  ?    An  example  has  recently  been 
luroished  in  relation  to  the  Government  of  Spain. 
^hen  the  foreign  Ministers  were  driven  or  retired 
irom  Madrid,  and  refused  to  accompany  Ferdi- 
itand  to  Cadiz,  our  Minister  sought  at  that  port 
^  present  himself  to  the  Constitutional  Ferdi- 
nand-^why?    This  Government  held  Ferdinand 
^  be  the  actual  Kinff.    Did  this  produce  any 
<*«laration  of  war?    Were  any  diplomatic  notes 
*J«r  received  complaining  of  this  proceeding? 
MoihtQg  like  it,  sir.    The  lines  are  so  plainly 
^?rked  in  which  we  are  to  go,  that  there  is  no 
"'Staking  them.    We  are  to  engage  in  no  inter- 
««oce  with  their  disputes,  no  contests  for  either 
^^^fi  no  entangling  alliances,  but  to  maintain 


our  diplomatic  intercourse  with  existing  Sove* 
rei^nties.  It  has  been  admitted  by  all  that  there 
is  impending  over  this  country  a  threatening, 
storm,  which  is  likely  to  call  into  action  all  our 
vigor,  courage,  and  resources.  Is  it  a  wise  way 
of  preparing  for  this  awful  event,  to  talk  to  this 
nation  of  its  incompetency  to  resist  European  ag- 
gression, to  lower  its  spirit,  to  weaken  its  moral 
force,  and  do  what  we  can  to  prepare  it  for  base 
submission  and  easy  conquest?  If,  sir,  there  be 
any  reality  in  this  menacing  danger,  I  would 
rather  adjure  the  nation  to  remember  that  it  con- 
tains a  million  of  freemen  capable  of  bearing  arms, 
and  ready  to  exhaust  their  last  drop  of  blood  and 
their  last  cent,  in  defending  their  country,  its  ia- 
stitutions,>  ainl  its  liberty.  Sir,  are  these  to  be 
conquered  by  all  Europe  united  ?  But  I  am  quite 
sure  that  that  danger,  so  far  at  least  as  this  reso- 
lution is  concerned,  is  perfectly  ideal  and  imagi- 
nary. But,  if  it  were  otherwise,  any  danger  is 
best  guarded  against  by  invigorating  our  minds  to 
meet  it — by  teaching  our  beads  to  think,  our 
hearts  to  conceive,  and  our  arms  to  execute  the 
high  and  noble  deeds  which  belong  to  the  char- 
acter and  glory  of  our  country.  Sir,  the  experi- 
ence of  the  world  may  instruct.us  that  conquests 
are  achieved  when  they  are  boldly  and  firmly  de- 
termined on ;  and  that  men  become  slaves  as  soon 
as  they  have  ceased  to  resolve  to  live  freemen.  If 
we  wish  to  cover  ourselves  with  the  best  of  all 
armor  against  perils,  let  us  not  discourage  our 
people,  let  us  stimulate  their  ardor,  let  us  sustain 
their  resolution,  let  us  show  them  that  we  feel  as 
they  feel,  and  that  we  are  prepared  to  live  or  die 
like  freemen.  Surely,  sir,  we  need  no  long  or 
learned  lectures  about  the  influence  of  property  or 
of  rank ;  let  us  rather  remember  that  we  can  bring 
into  the  field  a  million  of  bayonets ;  let  us  remem- 
ber that  we  are  placed  over  a  nation  capable  of 
doing  and  of  sufiering  all  things  for  its  liberty.  I 
can  never  forget  what  was  once  said  to  me  by  a 
most  illustrious  female,  the  first  of  the  affe,  if  not 
of  her  sex,  on  this  subject.  "  Mr.  Clay,  (said  that 
enlightened  lady,)  a  nation  never  yet  was  con- 
quered." No,  sir — no  united  nation  can  be,  that 
has  the  spirit  to  resolve  not  to  be  conquered ;  such 
a  nation  is  ever  invincible.  And,  sir,  has  it  come 
to  this  ?  Are  we  so  humbled,  so  low,  so  despica- 
ble, that  we  dare  not  express  our  sympathy  for 
suffering  Greece,  lest,'  perad venture,  we  might  of- 
fend some  one  or  more  of  their  imperial  and  royal 
Majesties?  If  gentlemen  are  afraid  to  act  rashly 
on  such  a  subject,  suppose,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
we  draw  an  humble  petition  addressed  to  their 
Majesties,  asking  them  that  of  their  condescen- 
sion they  would  allow  us  to  express  something 
on  the  subject  How,  sir,  shall  it  begin  ?  "  We, 
the  Representatives  of  the  free  people  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  humbly  approach  the 
Thrones  of  your  Imperial  and  Royal  Majesties, 
and  supplicate  that  of  your  Imperial  and  Royal 
clemency" — I  will  not  go  through  the  disgusting 
recital ;  ray  lips  have  not  yet  learned  the  syco- 
phantic language  of  a  degraded  slave.  Are  we 
so  low,  so  base,  so  despicable,  that  we  may  not 
express  our  horror,  articulate  our  detestation,  of 
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the  most  brutal  and  atrocious  war  that  ever  stained 
€artb,  or  shocked  high  Heaven,  with  the  ferocious 
deeds  of  a  brutal  soldiery,  set  on  by  the  clergy  and 
followers  of  a  fanatical  and  inimical  religioQ,and 
rioting  in  excesses  of  blood  and  butchery,  at  the 
mere  details  of  which  the  breast  sickens  ? 

If  the  ffreat  mass  of  Christendom  can  look  cool- 
ly and  calmly  on,  while  all  this  is  perpetrated  on 
a  Christian  people  in  their  own  vicinity,  in  their 
very  presence,  let  us,  at  least,  show  that,  in  this 
distant  extremity,  there  is  still  some  sensibility 
and  sympathy  for  Christian  wron^  and  suffer- 
ings, that  there  are  still  feelings  which  can  kindle 
into  indignation  at  the  oppression  of  a  people  en- 
deared to  us  by  every  ancient  recollection,  and 
every  modern  tie. 

Sir,  the  House  has  been  attempted  to  be  alarm- 
ed by  the  dangers  to  our  commerce,  and  a  misera- 
ble invoice  oi  figs  and  opium  have  been  presented 
to  us  to  repress  our  sensibilities,  and  to  eradicate 
our  humanity.  Ah,  sir,  ^' What  shall  it  profit  a 
man  if  he  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose  his  own 
soul?"  or  what  shall  it  profit  a  nation  to  save  the 
whole  of  a  wretched  commerce,  and  lose  its 
liberties? 

As  to  the  question  of  American  interests,  hith- 
erto, it  has  not  been  necessary  to  depart  from  the 
rule  of  our  foreign  relations  laid  down  in  regard 
to  Europe.  Whether  it  shall  become  us  to  do  so 
or  not,  will  be  discussed  when  we  take  ap  another 
resolution  that  lies  upon  your  table.  But  we  may 
not  only  pass  this  resolution;  we  may  go  further; 

e  may  recognise  the  government  in  the  Morea, 
and  yet  it.  will  not  be  any  cause  of  war,  nor  will 
it  be  war,  nor  even  aid.  Besides,  sir,  what  is 
Greece  to  the  Allies?  A  part  of  their  own  do- 
minions? By  no  means.  Suppose  the  people  in 
one  of  the  Philippine  Isles,  or  in  any  other  spot 
still  more  insulated  and  remote,  in  Asia  or  Africa, 
were  to  resist  their  former  rulers,  and  set  up  and 
establish  a  new  government;  are  we  not  to  recog- 
nise them  for  fear  of  the  Holy  Alliance?  If  they 
are  goinf  to  interfere  on  the  principle  of  example, 
here  is  the  spot  where  they  must  strike.  This 
Government,  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  the  body 
over  which  you  preside,  are  the  living  reproach  to 
allied  despotism.  If  they  attack  us  at  all,  they 
will  do  it  here.  They  will  assail  us  in  our  own 
happy  land.  They  will  attack  us  becaose  you, 
sir,  sit  beneath  that  canopy,  and  we  sit  freely  de- 
bating and  deliberating  upon  the  great  interests  of 
freemen.  They  will  strike  because  we  pass  one 
of  those  bills  on  your  table.  The  passing  of  the 
least  of  them  by  our  authority  is  as  galling  to  des- 
potic Powers  as  will  be  the  passage  of  tins  so 
much  dreaded  resolution. 

Pass  the  resolution,  and  what,  sir,  do  you  do? 
You  exercise  an  act  of  indisputable  sovereignty, 
for  which  you  are  responsible  to  none  of  them. 
You  do  the  same  act  as  when  you  pass  a  bill — no 
more.  If  the  Allies  object,  let  them  forbid  us  to 
take  a  vote  in  this  House-— let  them  disperse  us — 
let  them  strip  us  of  every  attribute  of  sovereignty. 

Do  gentlemen  attempt  to  maintain  that,  on  the 
principles  of  the  laws  of  nations,  these  Powers 
Lave  cause  of  war?    Sir,  if  there  is  any  principle 
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ttled  for  ages,  any  which  is  founded  in  the  Toy 
ature  of  things,  it  is,  that  every  sovereign  Powe 
has  the  right  to  judge  as  to  t^ie  fact  of  the  eiiit- 
ence  of  other  sovereign  Powers.    I  admit  that 
may  be  a  state  of  inchoate,  inactive  sovereifntr. 
in  which  a  new  government  is  stroggliog  ioio 
being,  and  may  not  be  said,  yet,  perfectly  to  exist; 
but  the  premature  recognition  of  such  a  new  Gof- 
ernment  can  give  offence  justly  to  no  other  tbu 
its  ancient  sovereign.    The  right  to  recognist 
comprehends  the  r^fht  to  be  informed;  sndtkc 
means  of  information  must  depend  upon  the  souk 
discretion  of  the  party  seeking  it.     You  may  send 
out  a  commission  of  inquiry,  and  charge  itwitki 
provident  attention  to  your  own   interests  see 
your  own  people.    If  you  adopt  it,  no  act  nects- 
sarily  follows.    You  merely  grant  the  meass  M 
which  the  Executive  may  act  when  he  think 
proper.    What  does  he  tell  you  in  his  Message! 
That  Greece  is  struggling  for  freedom — that'll: 
sympathize  with  her,  and  that  no  Power  ha^  de 
dared  against  heu    You  pass  this  resolatioD,a34 
what  does  it  say  to  the  President?    ''You  but 
sent  us  grateful  intelligence:  we  feel  for  Gmc. 
and  we  grant  you  money,  that,  when  you  tlud 
it  proper,  when  the  interests  of  this  nation  skb 
not  b«  jeopardized,  yon  may  depute  a  cowmr 
sioner,  a  public  functionary,  to  Greece."    Tfcf 
is  all  it  says;  and  the  whole  responsibility  is  \'t 
with  the  £zecntive,  where  the  (constitution  pel 
it    But,  sir,  it  is  not  first  and  chiefly  for  Gree:* 
that  I  wish  to  see  this  measure  adopted.    It  vi 
give  them  but  little  aid,  and  that  aid  purek  off 
moral  kind.    It  is,  indeed,  soothing  and  solam 
in  distress,  to  hear  the  accents  of  a  friendly  roict 
(we  know  this  as  a  people.)    But,  sir,  it  is  pm^ 
cipaliy  and  mainly  for  America  herself,  for  vs. 
credit  and  character  of  our  common  country,  ibs- 
I  hope  to  aee  this  resolution  pass:  it  is  for  our  on 
imsmlied  name  that  I  feel. 

What  appearance  on  the  page  of  history  wocii 
a  record  like  this  make,  Mr.  Chairman,  "low 
month  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ui 
Saviour,  1824,  while  all  European  ChristecNieB 
beheld  with  cold  and  unfeeling  apathy,  the  uoei* 
ampled  wrongs  and  inexpressible  misery  of  ik 
Christians  in  Greece,  a  proposition  was  made  it 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  almost  the  sok- 
the  last,  the  greatest  depository  of  human  bcpt 
and  of  human  freedom,  the  representatives  ot  > 
nation  capable  of  bringing  into  the  field  a  muiic^ 
of  bayonets,  while  the  freemen  of  that  nation  wm 
spontaneously  expressing  its  deep-toned  feeling,  |K 
fervent  prayer  for  Orecian  success,  while  tiv 
whole  continent  was  raisinj^,  by  one  simultanecfi 
emotion,  solemnly  and  anxiously  sapplicatiog  ai^ 
invoking  the  aid  of  heaven  to  spare  Greece  sod  ft 
invigorate  her  arms,  while  temples  and  seoait 
houses  were  all  resounding  with  one  burst  oi^ 
erous  feeling-^gantlemen  may  call  itenthas»$» 
declamation  if  they  please ;  would  to  God  w 
could  hear  such  declamation,  and  the  otiersi^ 
of  such  feeling  from  them)-lin  the  year  of  <v 
Lord  and  Saviour,  that  Saviour  alike  of  Christiia 
Greece  and  of  u& — a  proposition  was  odered.  u 
the  American  Congress,  to  send  a  messeoger  tn 
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Greece,  to  inqoire  into  her  state  aod  coadttioo, 
¥ith  an  expression  of  our  good  wishes  aod  our 
ympathies — and  it  was  rejected."  Qo  home,  if 
oa  dare ;  go  home,  if  you  can,  to  your  constitu- 
nts,  aod  tell  them  that  you  voted  it  down — meet, 
r  you  dare,  the  appalling  coimtenances  of  those 
irho  sent  you  here,  (he  meant  no  defiance,)  and 
ell  them  that  you  shrank  from  the  declaration  of 
our  own  sentiments — that  you  cannot  tell  how, 
ut  that  some  imknown  dread,  some  indescribable 
pprebeoston,  some  indefinable  danger,  afirighted 
ou— that  the  spectres  of  scimitars,  and  crowns^ 


eodeoce,  and  by  humanity.  He  could  not  bring 
imself  to  believe,  Mr.  C.  said,  that  such  would 
e  the  feeling  of  a  majority  of  this  House.  But, 
)r  himself,  though  every  friend  of  the  measure 
lould  desert  it,  and  he  be  left  to  stand  alone,  with 
le  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  he  would  give 
I  the  resolution  the  poor  sanction  of  his  unquali- 
ed  approbation. 

Mr.  RANnoLPR  moved,  that  the  Committee  rise, 
id  signified  that  he  should  consider  their  doing 
\  at  this  time,  a  great  accommodation  to  him. 
Mr.  CuTBBERT  begged  him  to  suspend  his  mo- 
on for  a  few  momenta,  to  which  he  consented : 
IThen  Mr.  C.  expressed  a  wish,  that  the  honorable 
peaker  would  explain  the  meaning  of  some 
iris  of  his  speech  a  little  more  clearly  j  as  he 
nderstood  them,  they  seemed  to  contain  reflec- 
Dns  and  insinuations,  respecting  those  who  op- 
wed  the  resolution,  which  were  of  an  unpleasant 
nd ;  if  its  opponents  had  in  them  the  spirit  of  free- 
en,  they  were  not  to  be  terrified  from  their  posts 
r  menaces.  He  could  not  believe  the  gentleman 
eant  all  his  words  seemed  to  convey — if  he  did, 
i  would  say  that  he,  for  one,  defied  the  insinua- 
)ns,  and  scorned  the  denunciation. 
Mr.  Clay  explained.  He  had  no  intention  to 
uurb  the  gentleman ;  he  should  take  back  nothing 
what  he  had  said ;  but  he  could  assure  the  gen- 
iman,  that  he  had  no  personal  allusion  to  him, 
to  aov  other  gentleman  on  that  floor ;  far  from 
T-his  reelings  on  the  subject  were  strong,  and  he 
igbt  have  expressed  them  stronsfy,  The  ad  vo- 
tes of  the  motion  had  been  called  Don  doixotes ; 
d  he  had  meant  to  repel  imputations  of  that 
nd. 

Mr.  GoTHBERT  then  requested  to  be  more  clearly 
formed  whether  the  Speaker  had  intended  to 
pport  the  original  resolution  or  the  amendment; 
r  such  was  his  zeal,  that  it  was  not  always  easy 
understand  his  precise  intention.  At  one  time, 
tells  us,  with  that  sneer  he  so  well  knows  how 
t'mploy,  (fur  the  honorable  gentleman  com- 
inds  the  whole  armory  of  the  orator,)  ^hat  the 
uropeao  monarchs  do  not  read  our  resolutions; 
another,  he  says,  they  are  jealous  of  our  Gov- 
^meot.  He  speaks  of  our  readiness  for  war ; 
t  where  ?  will  he  abandon  this  continent  for  a 
tr  in  Europe  1  The  honorable  Speaker  finds  it 
£cult  to  conceive  how  Greece  is  to  snfier  from 
i  measure,  if  adopted.  The  gentleman  has  been 
foad.  He  has  honorably  fnlfilled  a  diatingnishvd 


foreign  service  for  this  Government.  Does  he  not 
know  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  without  one 
hostile  word  being  publicly  uttered,  has  only  to 
withdraw  his  troops  from  certain  points  they  now 
occupy,  to  brinff  down  immediate  ruin  on  the 
Greek  cause  ?  Is  it  our  arms  that  are  to  support 
their  cause  ?  or  is  it  not  our  love  of  liberty  ana  pro» 
tection  of  domestic  bliss  ?  This  is  that  virtue 
which  ffoes  forth  and  revivifies  man.  which  nerves 
his  body,  which  animates  his  soul,  and  teaches 
him  to  wield  with  a  mighty  force  all  his  physical 
means. 

Mr.  Clay  said,  in  reply,  that  it  appeared  he  had 
been  very  unfortunate  in  the  speecn  he  had  deliv- 
ered, since  the  gentleman  felt  obliged  to  make  the 
present  inquiry ;  but  he  must  have  been  more  un- 
fortunate than  ever  he  had  been  before,  if  the  gen- 
tleman was,  indeed,  ignorant  that  it  was  the 
original  motion,  he  meant  to  support.  He  was, 
indeed  in  favor  of  both,  and  he  should  like  to  see 
them  incorporated  together. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  renewed  his  motion,  and  the 
Committee  rose,  and  having  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again,  the  House  adjourned  to  to-morrow. 


Saturoat,  January  24. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  dividing 
the  State  of  Ohio  into  two  districts,  ih  a  manner 
the  best  calculated  to  promote  the  interest  and 
convenience  of  the  people  of  said  State;  and  to 
direct  that  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  seventh  circuit  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Ohio,  be  held  in  each  of  said  districts,  al- 
ternately, once  in  each  year. 

Mr.  Floyo  laid  on  the  table  the  following,  for 
consideration  on  Monday  next : 

**Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  this  House  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
which  would  be  incurred  by  transporting  the  troops 
now  at  the  Council  Blufis  to  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
bia, or  Oregon  river." 

BULKS  AND  ORDERS. 

Mr.  Rich  submitted  the  following  proposition 
of  amendment  to  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of 
the  House,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  69th  section  of  the  rules  of  this 
House  be  expunged,  and  that  the  following  be  in- 
serted, under  the  head  **0f  Committees  of  the  whole 
House,"  and  immediately  preceding  the  74th  section  ; 
that  is  to  aay; 

Exclusive  of  the  "  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,"  there  shall  be  three  Committees 
of  the  whole  House,  to  wit :  One  on  bills,  and  other 
subjects  of  a  public  or  general  nature ;  one  on  private 
or  local  bills;  and  one  on  subjects  of  a  private  or  local 
nature,  on  which  a  committee  shall  have  made  an  un- 
favorable report. 

When  a  subject  shall  have  been  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  it  shall  be  assigned  to  the  appro- 
priate committee  by  the  Speaker ;  and,  unless  other- 
wise ordered,  be  entered  on  the  calender  for  the  next 
succeeding  day. 

Eac^  of  the  said  committees  shall  elect  ita  chair- 
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man,  who,  if  present,  thall  preside  at  its  sittings ;  but, 
if  absent,  hit  place,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  filled 
by  a  member,  to  be  designated  by  the  Speaker. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  either  of  the 
said  Committees  of  the  Whole,  the  several  subjects 
shall  be  announced  for  confide  ration  in  the  order  in 
which  they  stand  on  the  calendar,  but  shall  not  be 
considered,  except  on  the  motion  of  a  member,  sec- 
onded by  a  majority  of  the  Committee:  Provided^ 
that  the  House  msy  specially  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  any  subject  which  the 
Committee  shsll  previously  have  refused  to  consider. 

Leave  of  the  House  shall  in  no  case  be  necessary 
to  authorize  a  committee  to  repeat*  its  sessions,  on 
subjects  not  definitively  acted  on. 

Mr.  Rich,  in  ofifering  this  resolution,  observed 
that  among  the  opinions  which  he  had  for  many 
years  held,  there  was  none  in  the  correctness  of 
which  he  had  greater  confideDce,  than  that  the 
mode  of  transacting  busiaess  ia  this  House,  was, 
in  one  respect,  susceptible  of  material  improve- 
ment ;  he  referred  to  that  part  of  it  which  relates 
to  the  apDointment  of  a  great  number  of  Com- 
mittees or  the  whole  House  to  follow  in  succes- 
sion, in  the  order  in  which  the  various  subjects 
were  brought  up  and  stood  on  the  docket.  A  few 
years  after  he  had  first  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in 
this  House,  a  general  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
appointed,  to  whom  any  number  of  subjects,  how- 
ever diverse,  might  be  successively  referred.  The 
consequendi;  of  this  practice  soon  grew  to  be,  that, 
towards  the  close  ot  each  session,  as  business  be- 
came accumulated  in  the  House,  everv  thing  was 
referred  to  this  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
through  the  great  pressure  of  its  multifarious  ob- 
jects of  attention,  numbers  of  them  were  every 
session  passed  by  without  being  acted  on.  A  rule 
was  subsequently  adopted,  restraining  the  number 
of  subjects  to  be  referred  to  any  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  three,  and  those  of  an  analogous  kind. 
This  was  certainly  a  great  improvement  from  the 
previous  state  of  things.  But  much  inconveni- 
ence is  still  experienced  from  the  practice  as  it 
now  stands,  and  the  consequent  anxiety,  in  the 
friends  of  difierent  bills  and  resolutions,  to  get 
them  early  upon  the  docket.  He  believed  a 
remedy  would  be  found  in  the  method  proposed 
in  his  resolution. 

The  proposition  was  received,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee ;  and  Mr.  Rich,  Mr.  P.  P.  Bar- 
bour, Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Lathrop, 
Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Tomlinsom, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT,  &c 

Mr.  LiviNQBTON  submitted  the  following,  which 
be  proposes,  when  the  subject  shall  come  up,  to 
offer  as  an  amendment  to  the  proposed  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States: 

That  the  following  amendment  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  feveral  States;  which,  when  ratified  by  three- 
fourths  thereof,  shall  be  a  part  of  the  said  Constitu- 
tion : 

That,  for  the  pnrpose  of  electing  a  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each  State  shall 
ba  divided,  by  iha  Legtalatnr*  thereof,  into  a  nombar 


of  districts,  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senatontnd 
Representatives  to  which  such  State  maj  be  eothM 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Each  dirtrict 
shall  be  composed,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  of  cootifvoM 
territory,  and  shall  contain  a  number  of  personi  rath 
tied  to  vote,  as  nearly  equal  as  circnmstaaco  wiQ 
permit. 

And  on  such  dsys  as  Congress  shsll  dsteraiitf, 
which  days  shsll  be  the  same  throughout  the  Usiiai 
States,  the  citizens  of  each  State,  who  shall  be  qoali- 
fied  to  vote  for  a  Representative  to  Congrets,  ihiL 
meet  at  such  places,  within  their  respective  distrko, 
as  the  Legislsture  of  esch  State  shall  appoint,  snJ.  is 
such  msnner  as  such  Legislature  shall  direct,  skiS 
vote  for  one  person  to  be  President,  and  for  anothc 
person  to  be  Vice  President,  and  alao  for  one  other  t^ 
be  an  Elector. 

All  the  votes  so  given,  in  each  district,  shall  be  ca- 
vassed  and  counted  by  such  persons,  and  in  soch  mia- 
ner,  and  at  such  place,  as  the  Legislatnre  of  the  Suu 
msy  direct.  And  the  votes  given  for  each  candidjtt 
shall  be  added  together,  and  the  persons  having  •r1^ 
rally  the  greatest  number  of  votes  as  President,  Ym 
President,  and  Elector,  shall  be  considered  as  eoiiiM 
to  the  vote  of  such  district,  for  the  ssid  offices,  Rsfpcd- 
ively  (  but  if  two  or  more  persons  have  an  eqasl  ma- 
her  of  votes  for  the  same  office,  then  tho  pinooi  if 
pointed  to  count  and  canvass  the  said  votes,  or  the 
msjer  part  of  such  persons,  shall  decide  which  of  Ut 
persons  having  such  eqaslity  of  votes  shall  be  eea- 
tied  to  the  office,  and  shall  certify  the  same  sceoii 
ingly.  Triplicate  receipts  of  the  whole  nambcr  of  v«(a 
given  for  each  candidate,  shall  be  made  out  and  in» 
mitted,  in  such  manner  as  Congress  shall  direct,  ui^ 
Seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  sddrHf 
ed  to  the  President  of  the  Senste. 

The  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the  presence  ofi^ 
House  of  Representativea,  shall  open  all  the  cerJ- 
cates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted,  esch  c» 
trict  being  entitled  to  one  vote,  and  the  person  htT.Bf 
the  greatest  number  of  such  votes  for  President  tt^ 
be  tbe  President,  if  such  number  be  a  msjoritj  of  ux 
whole  number  of  Electoral  diatricts  within  the  United 
States ;  and  if  no  person  have  auch  majority,  tb«D  ^ 
Preaident  of  the  Senate  shsll,  by  proclamation,  dfclm 
such  to  be  the  fsct ;  snd  shall  also  declare  the  ota« 
of  the  two  persons  having  the  greateat  number  of  vocs 
for  President,  and  ahall  order  the  Electors^  cfaocro  a 
aforesaid,  in  each  State,  to  aoMmble  io  auch  State  it 
a  lime  not  leas  than  thirty-five,  nor  mors  than  iat^ 
five  days,  after  the  publieation  of  such  proclamtti^ 
And  the  said  Electors  ahall  on  such  day  meet  at  isdi 
place,  in  each  State,  as  ahall  have  been  previouslj  ^ 
signated  by  the  Legislature  of  such  State ;  and  tM 
then,  by  ballot,  choose  one  of  the  two  persons  bavisf 
the  greatest  number  of  district  votes  to  be  PrcstJ<ct; 
and  they  shall  make  three  lists  of  the  bslloU  so  gi*«fi> 
which  lists  they  shall  certify  and  sign,  and  shall  xnst 
rait  sealed  to  the  Seat  of  the  Government  of  the  Ua>tK 
States,  directed  to  the  President  of  the  Senate;  *^ 
the  President  of  the  Senate  shall,  in  the  preseoot  d 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representativea,  opeo  all  ^ 
certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted:  tr* 
the  one  of  the  two  persons  mentioned  in  the  (svdi- 
mation  of  the  President  of  the  Senate  as  hsviof  tbr 
greatest  number  of  votes  of  the  Electoral  districts,  ^^ 
ahall  have  the  greatest  number  of  votes  of  the  Elecun 
so  rstumed,  shsll  be  President;  bnt  if  the  said  t«« 
I  psnons  have  an  equal  nomber  of  voloi  of  tbe  EJsctsi^ 
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then  the  one  of  the  two  who  bed  the  greateit  nDmber 
of  votes  of  the  Electoral  dietricts  shall  be  President. 
2.  The  person  having  the  greatest  naoiber  of  votes  of 
tbe  Electoral  districts  for  Vice  President,  shall  bfr  Vice 
President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  Electoral  district  votes;  and,  if  no  person 
have  a  majority,  then,  from  the  two  highest  numbers 
on  the  list,  the  Senate  shall  choose  the  Vice  President ; 
aquorom  for  the  purpose  shall  consist  of  two-thirds  of 
the  whole  number  of  Senators ;  and  a  msjority  of  such 
qoorum  ahall  be  sufficient  to  mske  a  choice. 

No  person  constitutionally  ineligible  to  the  office  of 
Pfffiident,  shall  be  eligible  to  that  of  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States.  And  if  any  person  so  ineligible 
shall  have  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Electoral  dis- 
tricU,  or  he  shall  be  one  of  the  two  highest,  if  there 
be  no  msjority,  then  a  new  election  for  Vice  President 
shsJl  be  ordered  without  delay,  and  the  President  of 
the  Senate  shall  exercise  the  functions  of  a  Vice  Presi- 
dent until  a  Vice  President  shall  be  choeen. 

And  all  queations  relative  to  the  eligibility  of  the  per- 
sons voted  for  as  President  or  Vice  President,  and  every 
other  question  arising  on  the  said  election,  shall  be  de- 
termined by  concurrent  vote  of  each  Houae  of  Con- 
greis. 

Congress  shall  pass  such  laws,  fixing  the  time  of 
holding  tbe  election,  as  will  give  the  necessary  time 
for  referring  the  election  to  the  Electors,  in  case  no 
person  has  a  majority  of  votes. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  received,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

THE  GREEK  CAUSE. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  th^  Whole,  on  the  state  of  tbe 
UnioD,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Webster's  resolution,  for  sending  an  agent  to 
Greece,  and  tbe  amendment  thereto  proposed  by 
Mr.  Poinsett,  which  proposes  to  limit  the  re- 
solve to  the  expression  of  a  sentiment  decisively 
favorable  to  the  Greek  cause. 

The  depending  question  having  been  stated, 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and  said,  that  it  was,  to 
bim,  a  subject  of  unfeigned  regret,  that  the  very 
few  go  premeditated  words  into  which,  a  few  days 
since,  he  had  been  so  suddenly  and  unexpectedly 
betrayed,  should,  in  the  opinion  of  those  for  whose 
judgment  he  had  much  greater  deference  than  for 
bis  own,  have  begot  a  necessity  for  some  further 
illustration.  He  could,  with  most  serious  and  un- 
affected sincerity,  assure  the  Committee,  that, 
wheoeTer  he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  under 
tbe  necessity  of  trespassing  on  their  attention,  the 
I^iti  which  it  gave  them  to  listen,  was  not  greater 
tban  that  which  he  felt  in  addressing  them  ;  and 
be  hoped  that  that  consideration  would  secure  a 
fespectful  attention  to  the  little— the  very  little, 
that  he  had  to  say. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  K.,  the  resolution  before  you,  if 
we  are  to  take  the  word  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
inao  that  moved  it,  is,  in  itself,  almost  nothing — a 
speck  in  the  political  horizon : — but,  sir,  no  man  bet- 
ter knows  than  the  honorable  mover,  that  it  is  from 
clouds  of  that  portent  in  the  moral  and  political 
^  Well  as  in  the  natural  atmosphere,  that  storms, 
jbe  most  disastrous  in  their  consequences,  usual- 
ly proceed.    The  resolution,  in  itself,  is  nothing, 


when  compared  with  the  consequences  which  it 
involves.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  bearioffs  and 
consequences  of  the  measure  proposed  by  this  re- 
solution have  not  yet  been  traced  to  their  utmost 
extent ;  nor,  by  any  means,  Mr.  R.  said,  did  he 
intend  to  undertake  the  task.  But  he  would  give 
the  Committee,  as  succinctly  as  he  could,  some 
of  the  views  in  which  it  presented  itself  to  him. 

It  is  with  serious  concern  and  alarm,  said  Mr.l 
R.,  that  I  have  heard  doctrines  broached  in  this  \ 
debate,  fraught  with  consequences  more  disastrous 
to  the  best  interests  of  this  people,  than  any  that '. 
I  ever  heard  advanced  during  the  five  and  twenty  -. 
years  since  I  have  been  honored  with  a  seat  on 
this  floor.  They  imply,  to  my  apprehension,  a 
total  and  fundamental  chanee  of  the  policy  pur- 
sued by  this  Government,  <w  urbe  condita — from 
the  foundation  of  the  Republic,  to  the  present  day. 
Are  we,  sir.  to  go  on  a  crusade,  in  another  hemis- 
phere, for  tne  propagation  of  two  objects  as  dear 
and  delightful  to  my  heart  as  to  that  of  any  gen- 
tleman in  this,  or  in  any  other  assembly — Literty 
and  Religion — and,  in  the  name  of  those  holy 
words — by  this  powerful  spell,  is  this  nation  to  be 
conjured  and  beguiled  out  of  the  high  way  of 
Heaven — out  of  its  present  comparatively  happy 
state,  into  all  the  disastrous  conflicts  arising  from 
the  policy  of  European  Powers,  with  all  the  con- 
sequences which  flow  from  them  ?  Liberty  and 
Religion,  sir !  Things  that  are  yet  dear,  in  spite 
of  all  the  mischief  that  has  been  perpetrated  in 
their  name.  I  believe  that  nothing  similar  to  this 
proposition  is  to  be  found  in  modern  history,  un- 
less in  tbe  famous  decree  of  the  French  National 
Assembly,  which  brought  combined  Europe  against 
them,  with  its  united  strength,  and,  after  repeated 
struggles,  finally  efiected  the  downfall  of  the 
French  power.  Sir,  I  am  wrong — there  is  another 
example  of  like  doctrine ;  and  you  find  it  among 
that  strange  and  peculiar  people— in  that  mys- 
terious book,  which  is  of  the  highest  authority 
with  them,  (for  it  is  at  once  their  gospel  and  their 
law-^)  the  Koran,  which  enjoins  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  all  good  Moslems  to  propagate  its  doctrines  at 
the  point  of  tbe  sword  ;  by  the  edge  of  the  scim- 
itar. The  character  of  that  people  is  a  peculiar 
one ;  they  difier  from  every  other  race.  It  has 
been  said,  here,  that  it  is  four  hundred  years  since 
they  encamped  in  Europe.  Sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  they 
were  encamped,  where  we  now  find  them,  before 
this  country  was  diseovert*d,  and  their  title  to  the 
country  which  they  occupy  is  at  least  as  good  as 
oars.  They  hold  their  possessions  there  by  the 
same  title  by  which  all  other  countries  are  held — 
IfKissession  obtained,  at  first,  by  a  successful  em- 
ployment of  force,  confirmed  by  time,  by  usage, 
Dv  prescription — the  best  of  all  possible  titles. 
Their  policy,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  been,  not  tortuous, 
like  that  of  other  States  of  Europe,  but  straight 
forward;  they  had  invariably  appealed  to  the 
sword,  and  they^eld  by  the  sword.  The  Russ 
had,  indeed,  made  great  encroachments  on  their 
empire,  but  the  ground  had  been  contested  inch 
by  inch  ;  and  the  acquisitions  of  Ru.«sia ,  on  the 
side  of  Christian  Europe — Livonia,  Iogria,Cour- 
land-— Finland  to  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia— Pol  and 
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^-had  been  greater  than  she  had  made  of  the  Ma- 
hometans. And,  in  consequence  of  this  straight 
forward  policy  to  which  he  had  before  referred, 
this  peculiar  people  could  boast  of  being  the  only 
one  of  the  Powers  of  continental  Europe,  whose 
capital  had  never  been  insulted  by  the  presence  of 
a  foreign  military  force.  It  was  a  curious  fact, 
well  worthy  of  attention,  that  Constantinople  was 
the  only  capital  in  continental  Europe — for  Mos- 
cow was  tne  true  capital  of  Russia — that  had 
never  been  in  possession  of  an  enemy.  It  is,  in- 
deed, true,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  the  Empress  Catha- 
rine did  inscribe  over  the  gate  of  one  of  the  cities 
that  she  won  in  the  Crimea,  (Cherson,  I  think,) 
^  road  to  Byzantium ;''  but,  sir,  it  has  proved — 
perhaps  too  low  a  word  for  the  subject — but  a 
stumpy  road  for  Russia.  Who,  at  that  day,  would 
have  been  believed  had  he  foretold  to  that  august 
(for  so  she  was)  and  illustrious  woman,  that  her 
Cossacks  of  the  Ukraine,  and  of  the  Don,  would 
have  been  encamped  in  Paris  before  they  reached 
Constantinople?  Who  would  have  been  believed 
if  he  had  foretold  that  a  French  invading  force, 
such  as  the  world  never  saw  before,  and,  I  trust, 
witl  never  again  see — ^would  lay  Moscow  itself 
in  ashes?  These  are  considerations  worthy  of 
attention  before  we  embark  in  the  project  propos- 
ed by  this  resolution,  the  consequences  of  wbicb 
DO  human  eye  can  divine. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  said  Mr.  R.,  whether  in  his  very  able 
and  masterly  argument — and  he  has  said  all  that  I 
supposed  could  be  said  upon  the  subject,  and  more 
than  could  have  been  said  bjr  any  man  in  favor  of 
his  resolution — whether  he  himself  has  not  furnish- 
ed an  answer  to  his  speech — ^I  had  not  the  happi- 
ness myself  to  hear  his  speech,  but  a  friend  has  read 
it  to  me — in  one  of  the  arguments  in  that  speech  ? 
Towards  the  conclusion,  I  think,  of  his  speech, 
the  gentleman  lays  down,  from  Puffendorff^  in  ref- 
erence to  the  honeyed  words  and  pious  professions 
of  the  Holy  Alliance,  that  these  are  all  surplus- 
sage,  because  nations  are  always  supposed  to  be 
ready  to  do  what  justice  and  national  law  require. 
Well,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  this  be  so,  why  may  not 
the  Qreeks  presume — why  are  they  not,  on  this 
principle,  bound  to  presume  that  this  Government 
16  disposed  to  do  all,  in  reference  to  them,  that 
they  ought  to  do,  without  any  formal  resolutions 
to  that  efiect  ?  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts whether  the  doctrine  of  Pufft/^dorf  does 
not  apply  as  strongly  to  the  resolution  as  to  the 
declaration  of  the  Allies — that  is,  if  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  be  indeed  that  almost  noth- 
ing he  would  have  us  suppose — if  there  be  not 
something  behind  this  nothing  which  divides  this 
House  (not  hori^witaUy,  as  the  gentleman  has 
'  somewhat  quaintly  said,  but  wrtioaUy^)  into  two 
unequal  parties,  one  the  advocate  of  a  splendid 
system  of  crusades,  the  other  the  friends  of  peace 
and  harmony,  the  advocates  of  a  fireside  pdiq^ ; 
for,  as  had  truly  been  said,  as  long  as  all  is  rieht 
at  the  fireside,  there  cannot  be  much  wrong  e^e- 
where — ^whether,  he  repeated,  does  not  the  doctrine 
of  PvfftnUorff  apply  as  well  to  the  words  of  the 
resolution  as  to  the  words  of  the  Holy  Alliance  ? 


But,  sir,  we  have  already  done  more  than  this. 
The  President  of  the  United  States,  the  only  or- 

fan  of  communication  which  the  people  haresm 
t  to  establish  between  us  and  foreign  Poven, 
has  already  expressed  all,  in  reference  to  Greece, 
that  the  resolution  goes  to  express.  ActwrnuUi 
is  done — ^it  is  finished — there  is  an  end.  Not, Mr. 
R.  said,  that  he  would  have  the  House  to  inier 
that  he  meant  to  express  any  opinion  astotbe 
policy  of  such  a  declaration.  The  practice  of  le* 
sponding  to  Presidential  Addresses  and  Mesafe 
had  gone  out  for  now  these  two  or  three  ud 
twenty  years. 

Mr.  R.  then  went  on  to  say  he  had  thou^iii 
the  great  master  of  the  political  philosophy  cooli 
arise  from  the  dead,  or  had  his  valuable  lifebea 
spared  till  now,  he  would  not  only  have  been  r- 
lieved  from  all  his  terrors  on  the  subject  of  artfi- 
cide  peace,  but  also  have  witnessed  a  return  of  it 
age  of  chivalry,  and  the  banishment  of  calculi- 
tion  even  from  the  estimates  of  statesmen  vhid 
that  great  man  could  never  have  foreseen  ;  fortlx 
proposition  now  under  consideration  was  tb: 
something  new  under  the  sun  which  Sohm 
himself  never  dreamed  of.  Is  this  all?  No, sir, 
said  Mr.  R.,  if  that  was  all,  I  should  not  hire 
thrown  myself  upon  vour  attention.  But  thi>B 
not  all.  Uases  have  already  been  stated,  to  vluc^ 
the  principles  of  the  resolution  equally  applies^ 
to  that  of  the  Ghreeks.  In  addition  to  those  v 
ready  put,  I  will  take  the  case  of  Canada,  if  Tot 
will.  It  is  known  to  every  body  that  discocuoB 
have  for  some  time  existed  in  the  Canadian  Fm^* 
inces,  with  the  mother  country  and  the  measote 
of  its  Government.  Suppose  the  people  oiM 
British  colonies  to  the  North  of  us  undertake  i; 
throw  off  the  yoke — I  will  not  put  the  case  of  Ji* 
maica,  because  they,  unhappily,* are  slaveboiden. 
Are  you  ready  to  stake  the  peace,  and  welfiR^ 
and  the  resources  of  this  nation  in  support  t^ 
Canadian  independence  ?  Your  doctrine  ^ 
that  length — you  cannot  stop  short  of  it  Wbcit 
in  that  case,  will  be  the  assistance  of  Great  Brii* 
ain,  already  referred  to  in  debate  as  bein£  the  oslf 
spot  in  the  world  in  which  liberty  r^ides  except 
our  own  country?  After  some  other  obserft* 
tions,  Mr.  R.  adduced  another  people — in  nlof 
ous  achievement  and  daring  spirit  on  a  (o^ 
with  these  Greeks  themselves — and  who  tajf 
achieved  their  independence  from  a  bondage  ^ 
heavier  than  that  of  the  Greeks  to  the  Turb* 
How  is  it,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  we  have  d«^ 
sent  an  Envoy  to  our  sister  Republic  of  Hafti' 
Here  is  a  case  that  fits— «  case  beyond  dispute.  1' 
is  not  that  of  a  people  who  have  "  almost,'-  (sf 
sir !  (UmosL  but  not  altogether) — ^who  have  <t'  *^ 
but  perfectly  achieved  their  independence.  Toi^' 
tempt  to  show  that  these  cases  are  equally  wii&j'^ 
the  range  of  the  principle  of  the  resolution,  wouiil 
be  to  show  a  disrespect  to  the  intellects  of  ^^^ 
around  me.  The  man  who  cannot  pursue  the  a- 
ference  would  not  recognise  my  picture,  theu^a? 
like  the  Dutchman's  painting,  were  written  cfi-i^ 
it,  ^^  Thi9  is  the  man,  that  the  horse." 

There  was  another  remark  that  Ml  from  t^ 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts— of  which,  Mr-  ^ 
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said,  he  should  speak,  as  be  always  should  speak, 
of  an/  thing  from  that  gentleman  with  all  the 
personal  respect  which  may  be  consistent  with 
freedom  of  discussion.  Among  other  cases  forci- 
bly put  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
why  he  would  embark  in  this  incipient  crusade 
against  Mussulmen,  he  stated  this  as  one — ^that 
they  hold  human  beings  as  property.  Ah,  sir, 
Eaid  Mr.  R.,  and  what  says  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  on  this  point?  unless,  indeed, 
that  instrument  is  wholly  to  be  excluded  from 
consideration — unless  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a 
mere  useless  parchment,  worthy  to  be  burnt,  as 
was  once  actually  proposed.  Does  not  that  Con- 
stitution give  its  sanction  to  the  holding  of  hu- 
inao  beings  as  property?  Sir,  I  am  not  going  to 
discuss  the  abstract  question  of  liberty  or  slavery, 
or  any  other  abstract  question.  I  go  for  matters 
of  fact.  But  I  would  ask  gentlemen  in  this  House, 
who  have  the  misfortune  to  reside  on  the  wrong 
side  of  a  certain  mysterious  parallel  of  latitude,  to 
take  this  question  seriously  into  consideration — 
whether  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is 
prepared  to  say,  that  the  act  of  holding  human 
beings  as  property  is  sufficient  to  place  the  party 
so  offending  under  the  ban  of  its  high  and  mighty 
displeasure? 

Sir,  the  objections  to  this  resolution  accumu- 
late as  I  proceed — vires  ctcquirit  ewndo.  If  I  should 
attempt  to  go  through  with  a  statement  of  them 
all,  and  had  strength  to  sustain  me,  I  should  do 
wbat  I  promised  I  would  not  do — ^I  should  worry 
and  exhaust  the  patience  of  this  Committee. 

Sir,  what  are  we  now  asked  to  do  ?  To  stimu- 
late the  Executive  to  the  creation  of  embassies. 
And  what  then?  That  we,  or  our  friends,  may 
fill  them.  Sir,  the  sending  ambassadors  abroad 
is  one  of  the  great  prerogatives,  if  you  will,  of  our 
Executive  authority  ;  and  we  are,  I  repeat,  about 
to  stimulate  the  President  to  the  creation  of  a 
new,  and,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  an  unneces- 
sary embassy — a  diplomatic  agency  to  Greece — 


ihat  we,  or  our  friends,  may  profit  by  it.  For,  sir, 
it  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  that  all  these  good 
things  are  reserved  for  men  who  either  have 
been,  or  are,  de  facto,  members  of  this,  or  of  the 
other.  House.  No  doubt  we  shall  be  able  to  find 
some  learned  Theban,  or  some  other  Bceotian, 
willing  to  undertake  this  mission — perfectly  wil- 
ling to  live  upon  the  resources  of  the  people,  rather 
than  his  own.  But  then,  said  Mr.  K.,  recurs  the 
old-fashioned  question,  Cui  bono  7  His  own,  un- 
doubtedly, but  surely  not  that  of  this  nation. 

But,  it  is  urged,  that  we  have  sent  and  received 
Ministers  from  revolutionary  France.  True,  said 
Mr.  R.J  we  have;  but  what  was  revolutionary 
France?  Our  own  ancient  and  very  good  ally; 
%  substantive  Power,  if  any  such  exist  on  the  con- 
tment  of  Europe,  whose  independent  existence  no 
ope  could  doubt  or  dispute,  unless,  indeed,  the 
disciples  of  Berkeley,  who  deny  that  there  is  any 
^ch  thing  as  matter.  But,  sir,  have  the  United 
States  always  received  the  Ministers  that  are  sent 
to  them  from  foreign  Powers?  How  long  did 
the  person  who  was  appointed  diplomatic  agent 
here  from  Spain  (Don  Onis)  linger  in  your  ante- 
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chambers  before  he  was  acknowledged  ?  And  is 
it  said  that  the  situation  of  Greece  approaches 
more  nearly  to  independence  than  that  of  Spain 
when  Don  Onis  came  here  as  her  Minister?  Sir, 
let  these  Greeks  send  a  Minister  to  us,  and  then 
we  will  deliberate  on  the  question  whether  we 
will  accredit  him  or  not.  If,  indeed,  there  was  a 
Minister  of  Greece  knocking  at  the  door  of  the 
President's  antechamber  for  admittance,  and  that 
admittance  was  denied,  the  question  of  Grecian 
independence  would  be  more  legitimately  before 
us ;  but  I  greatly  doubt  if  even  that  case  would 
be  sufficient  to  call  for  the  interference  of  this 
House. 

But,  Mr.  R.  said,  there' was  one  aspect  of  this 
question  which,  to  him  it  appeared,  ought  to  be 
conclusive  on  tne  minds  of  all,  viz :  That  Russia, 
whose  designs  on  Turkey  have  been  unremittingly 
prosecuted  ever  since  the  days  of  Peter  the  Great 
for  more  than  a  century ;  that  Russia,  allied  to 
the  Greeks  in  religious  faith — identified  in  that 
respect ;  that  Russia,  unassailable  territorially,  and 
dividing  with  us  (according  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts)  the  dread  and  apprehension  of  the 
Allied  Powers — even  Russia,  in  "juxtaposition" 
(to  use  the  words  of  the  mover  of  the  resolution) 
to  Turkey — even  Russia  dare  not  move.  But  we, 
who  are  separated  first  by  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
and  then  have  to  traverse  the  Mediterranean  sea 
to  arrive  at  the  seat  of  conflict — we,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  five  thousand  miles,  are  to  interfere  in 
this  quarrel — to  what  purpose?  To  the  advan- 
tage solely  of  this  very  colossal  Power  which  has 
been  held  up  as  the  great  object  of  our  dread,  and 
of  whom  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  it  is  more 
to  be  dreaded  for  its  physical  force,  or  its  detest- 
able principle. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  ask  why,  in  the  selection  of 
an  enemy  to  the  doctrines  of  our  Government,  and 
a  party  to  those  advanced  by  the  Holy  Alliance, 
we  should  fix  on  Turkey?  She,  at  least,  forms 
no  party  to  that  alliance ;  and  I  venture  to  say, 
that,  for  the  last  century,  her  conduct,  in  refer- 
ence to  her  neighbors,  has  been  much  more  Chris- 
tian than  that  of  all  the  "  Most  Christian,"  "Most 
Catholic,"  or  "  Most  Faithful"  Majesties  of  Eu- 
rope— for  she  has  not  interfered,  as  we  propose  to 
do,  in  the  internal  affairs  of  other  nations. 

But,  sir,  we  have  not  done.  Not  satisfied  with 
attempting  to  support  the  Greeks,  one  world,  like 
that  of  Pyrrhus  or  Alexander,  is  not  sufficient  for 
us.  We  have  yet  another  world  for  exploits :  we 
are  to  operate  in  a  country  distant  from  us  eighty 
degrees  of  latitude,  and  only  accessible  by  a  cir- 
cumnavigation of  the  globe,  and  to  subdue  which 
we  must  cover  the  Pacific  with  our  ships,  and  the 
tops  of  the  Andes  with  our  soldiers.  Do  gentle- 
men seriously  reflect  on  the  work  they  have  cut 
out  for  us?  Why,  sir,  these  projects  of  ambition 
surpass  those  of  Bonaparte  himself. 

It  has  once  been  said,  of  the  dominions  of  the 
King  of  Spain — thank  God  !  it  can  no  long[er  be 
said — that  the  sun  never  set  upon  them.  Sir,  the 
sun  never  sets  on  ambition  like  this :  they  who 
have  once  felt  its  scorpion  sting  are  never  satisfied 
with  a  limit  less  than  a  circle,  of  our  planet.    I 
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have  beard,  sir,  thct  late  coxruscatioo  in  the  heav- 
ens attempted  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  return  of 
the  lunar  cvcle,  the  moon  having  got  back  into 
the  same  relative  position  in  which  she  was  nine- 
teea  years  ago.  However  this  may  be,  I  am 
afraid,  sir.  that  she  exerts  too  potent  an  inBuence 
over  our  legislation,  or  will  have  done  so,  if  we 
agree  to  adopt  the  resolution  on  your  table.  I 
think  about  once  in  seven  or  eight  years^  for  that 
seems  to  be  the  term  of  our  political  cycle,  we  may 
calculate  upon  beholding  some  redoubted  cham- 
pion— ^like  nim  who  prances  into  Westminster 
Hall,  armed  cap-a-pie.  like  Sir  Somebodv  Dimock, 
at  the  coronation  of  the  British  King,  cnallenging 
all  who  dispute  the  title  of  the  Sovereign  to  the 
Crown—^coming  into  this  House,  mounted  on 
some  magnificent  project,  such  as  this.  But,  sir,  I 
never  expected,  that,  of  all  places  in  the  world, 
(except  Salem,)  a  proposition  like  this  should  have 
come  from  Boston  1 

Sir,  I  am  afraid^  that,  alon^  with  some  most 
excellent  attributes  and  qualities — the  love  of  lib- 
erty, jury  trial,  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,aDd  alt  the 
blessings  of  free  government,  that  we  have  derived 
from  our  An^lo^axon  ancestors,  we  have  got  not 
a  little  of  their  John  Bull,  or  rather  John  Bull  Dog 
spirit — their  readiness  to  fight  for  anybody,  and 
on  any  occasion*  Sir,  England  has  been  fur  cen- 
turies the  game  -cock  of  Europe.  It  is  impossible 
to  specify  the  wars  in  which  she  has  been  engaged 
for  contrary  purposes ;  and  she  will,  with  great 
pleasure,  see  us  take  off  her  shoulders  the  lawr  of 
preserving  the  balance  of  power.  We  find  her 
fightiog,  now,  for  the  ^ueen  of  Hungary — then, 
for  her  inveterate  foe,  the  Kinz  of  Prussia — now 
at  war  for  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons — and 
now  on  the  eve  of  war  with  them  for  the  liberties 
of  Spain.  These  lines  on  the  subject  were  never 
more  applicable  than  they  have  now  become-— 

*'  Now  Europe's  balanced — ^neither  side  prevailt; 
For  nothing's  lea  in  either  of  the  scales." 

If  we  pursue  the  same  policy,  we  must  travel 
the  same  road,  and  endure  the  same  burdens,  under 
which  England  now  groans.  But,  Mr.  R.  said, 
glorious  as  such  a  design  might  be,  a  President  of 
the  United  States  would,  in  his  apprehension,  oc- 
cupy a  prouder  place  in  history,  who,  when  he 
retires  trom  office,  can  say  to  the  people  who 
elected  him,  I  leave  you  without  a  debt,  than  if 
he  had  fouffht  as  many  pitched  battles  as  Caesar, 
or  achieved  as  many  naval  victories  as  Nelson. 
And  what,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  debt  ?  In  an  individ- 
ual, it  is  sUvery.  It  is  slavery  of  the  worst  sort, 
surpassing  that  of  the  West  India  islands,  for  it 
enslaves  the  mind  as  well  as  it  enslaves  the  body ; 
and  the  creature  who  can  be  abject  enough  to 
incur  and  to  submit  to  it,  receives  in  that  condition 
of  his  being  an  adequate  punishment.  Of  course, 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  spoke  of  debt,  with  the  exception 
of  unavoidable  misfortune.  He  spoke  of  debt 
caused  by  the  mismanagement,  by  unwarrantable 
generosity,  by  being  generous  before  being  just. 
Mr.  R.  knew  that  this  sentiment  was  ridiculed  by 
Sheridan,  whose  lamentable  end  was  the  best 
commentary  upon  its  truth.    No,  sir.    Let  us 


abandon  these  proiects.  Let  us  say  to  those  &em 
millions  of  Greeks:  "We  defended  ouiselrK, 
when  we  were  but  three  millions,  asainst  a  Pover. 
in  comparison  to  which  the  Turk  is  but  asi 
lamb.  Go  and  do  thou  likewise."  And,  said 
Mr.  R.,  so  with  respect  to  the  GovemmeDboi 
South  America.  If,  after  having  achieved  tkt 
independence,  they  have  not  valor  to  maintain  ii 
I  would  not  commit  the  safety  and  independace 
of  this  country  in  such  a  cause.  I  will,  in  M 
these  cases,  pursue  the  same  line  of  conduct  wbdi 
I  have  ever  pursued,  from  the  day  I  took  a  seat  it 
this  House  in  '99  ;  from  which,  without  boastioi. 
I  challenge  any  gentleman  to  fix  upon  me  uf 
colorable  charge  of  departure. 

The  condition  of  my  strength,  said  Mr.  B,^(a 
rather,  of  my  weakness,  admonishes  me  to  m- 
elude;  but  I  cannot  sit  down  without  remark^ 
that  the  state  of  the  world  is  at  this  moment  lu- 
exampled.  We  are  now  carrying  on  a  piraticti 
war  against  the  maritime  banditti  of  the  \S<^ 
Indies.  The  buccaneers  are  revived.  At  viiii 
expense  of  life,  of  health,  of  treasure,  that  wan. 
carried  on,  perhaps  every  member  of  this  Commi: 
tee  knows  better  than  I — but,  sir^  to  what  may  '^ 
resolution  lead  ?  To  the  investing  those  bandiiv 
and  the  banditti  of  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  ww 
formal  commissions,  which  the  maritime  coa^: 
of  every  country  in  Europe  would  be  bound  ic 
respect — and,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  should  not  be  an- 
prised  if  some  of  the  renegadoes,  whom  we  hir^ 
admitted  to  the  privileges  of  citizens,  or  the  ye^ 
more  spurious  oflspriog  of  our  own  soil,  ^hmi 
take  those  commissions  to  cruise  against  our  oxt 
merce.  That  such  conduct  would  not  be  withos: 
example,  the  records  of  our  courts  will  show. 

It  is  not,  then,  the  mere  power  of  Turkey  wliici 
you  are  to  encounter,  supposing  that  you  stop&hofi 
with  the  original  resolution.  But  you  do  aot- 
you  go  further— out  of  the  frying  pan  into  U( 
fire — the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Sooii^ 
Carolina  and  the  proposition  of  the  genilenu: 
from  Kentucky,  go  still  further — by  adopti£| 
which,  you  will  put  the  peace  of  the  nation  ic^' 
peril — and  for  whom  ?  For  a  people  of  whom  v^ 
know  almost  as  little  as  we  do  about  the  Gre^^^ 
Can  any  man  in  this  House,  say,  what  even  i»  ^ 
state  of  society  in  Buenos  Ayres — its  moral  con- 
dition, dec.  ? 

Let  us  adhere  to  the  policy  laid  down  b)'  th( 
second,  as  well  as  the  first  founder  of  our  Hepubiif 
— by  him  who  was  the  Camillus,  as  well  as  ^, 
Romulus,  of  the  infant  state; — to  the  poiicf  d 
peace,  commerce  and  honest  friendship  with  i^ 
nations,  entangling  alliances  with  none:  (or  l 
entangling  alliances  we  must  come,  if  you  uccf 
embark  in  projects  such  as  this.  Aod,  with  a^ 
his  British  predilections,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  suspec^*^ 
he  should,  whenever  that  question  should  preset 
itself,  resist  as  strongly  an  alliance  with  GuH 
Britain  as  with  any  other  Power.  We  were-^^t' 
here,  he  said,  to  attend  to  the  preservation  of  ^^ 
peace  of  this  country,  and  not  to  be  ready,  oo  *^- 
occasions,  to  go  to  war  whenever  any  thing  i^^^ 
what  in  common  parlance  is  termed  a  turn  c? 
takes  place  in  Europe. 
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These,  sir,  aaid  Mr.  R.,  are  some  of  the  views 
which  I  have  taken  of  the  subject.  There  are 
other  views  of  it  which  I  might  take,  bat  from 
which  I  abstain  (I  may  be  permitted  to  say)  oat 
of  self-respect,  as  well  as  trom  respect  for  this 
Committee. 

I  can,  however,  assure  the  Committee,  for  one, 
that  the  public  burdens  on  those  whom  I  repre- 
sent here,  (though  they  are  certainly  better  off 
than  those  to  the  north  and  the  west  of  them — 
that  is,  till  you  come  to  the  favored  States,  where 
the  interest  of  the  public  debt  is  paid,  and  where 
almost  all  the  public  moneys  are  disbursed,)  are 
greater  than  they  can  bear,  because  their  pri- 
vate engagements  are  greater  than  they  can  dis- 
charge; and  if  this  is  not  a  self-evident  proposi- 
tion, I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  can  oe  such. 
And  this  universal  distress  in  the  countrv  has 
been  the  effect  of  freaks  of  legislation.  I  do  not 
deny  but  there  may  be  some  who  have  drawn 
great  prizes  in  the  lottery,  but  that  is  not  the  case 
with  the  great  mass  of  the  nation.  And  what  is 
this  scheme  but  a  lottery  ?  If  it  should  end  in 
war,  there  will  be  more  great  prizes  to  be  drawn ; 
but  it  will  be  for  me,  those  whom  I  represent,  to 
pay  them.  I  have  been  acquainted  with  my  con- 
stituents a  long  time  to  little  purpose,  and  have 
greatly  mistaken  their  disposition  and  present 
temper  of  mind,  if  they  are  in  any  such  "  melting 
minid."  The  freaks  of  legislation  to  which  I  have 
referred,  the  vast  expenditures  which  begot  the 
necessities  for  over-issues  of  paper  money — that 
system,  compared  with  which  all  the  evils  of  Pan- 
dora's box  are  bleasings — have  brouejit  both  Eng- 
land and  America  to  this  distress.  The  two  cases 
are  strictly  parallel — they  run  on  all  fours — and, 
if  this  resolution  be  adopted,  not  merely  similar, 
but  yet  more  disastrous  consequences  will  ensue. 

I  shall  then,  said  Mr.  R.,  return  to  my  constit- 
oenis  without  the  least  alarm  in  regard  to  this 
qoestion.  Unless,  indeed,  I,  and  those  who  in 
this  case  think  with  me,  have  reason  to  fear  that 
onr  constituents  will  award  us  merited  censure 
for  not  having  better  supported  the  cause  we  ad- 
vocate. Unl^  on  this  account,  1  cherish  not  the 
least  doubt  that  when  I,  for  one,  go  back  to  those 
that  sent  me  here,  I  shall  be  greeted  with  their 
honest,  open  countenances, and  gratulating  hands. 
There  has  not  been  a  question,  since  I  have  been 
t  member  of  this  House,  on  which  my  opinion 
has  been  more  clear  than  on  this — no,  not  even 
in  the  case  of  the  sedition  law. 

What,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  our  situation  ?  We  are 
ibsolotely  combatting  shadows.  The  gentleman 
voakl  have  us  to  believe  his  resolution  is  all  but 
nothing ;  yet  again  it  is  to  prove  omnipotent,  and 
filU  the  whole  globe  with  its  influence.  Either  it 
io  nothing,  or  it  is  something.  If  it  is  nothing, 
let  OS  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  have  done  with  it  at 
once;  but,  if  it  is  that  something  which  it  has 
been  on  the  other  hand  represented  to  be,  let  us 
beware  how  we  touch  it.  For  my  part,  I  would 
sooner  put  the  shirt  of  Nessos  on  my  back,  than 
^nction  these  doctrines — doctrines  such  as  I  never 
heard  from  my  boyhood  till  now.  They  go  the 
vhole  length.    If  they  prevail,  there  are  no  longer 


any  Pyrenees — every  bulwark  and  barrier  of  the 
Constitution  is  broken  down ;  it  is  become  tabula 
rtua — a  carte  Uandie^  for  every  one  to  scribble  on 
it  what  he  pleases. 

Mr.  Webster  then  rose.  He  said  he  had  not 
the  least  desire  to  trespass  again  on  the  indulgence 
of  the  Committee ;  his  object  was  to  ask  its  atten- 
tion to  a  short  reply  to  the  objections  which  had 
been  urged  against  his  proposition.  The  basis  of 
all  fair  argument,  in  all  assemblies  which  wish  to 
conduct  their  minds  to  a  fair  and  just  result,  is  to 
form  for  themselves  a  clear  understanding  of  the 
grounds  on  which  the  question  rests,  and  of  the 
true  nature  of  the  subject  in  controversy.  He 
held  that  as  a  right  to  which  every  public  measure, 
proposed  in  any  public  body,  was  entitled ;  and  it 
was  the  last  right  which  he  would  be  disposed  to 
abandon  in  that  House  or  elsewhere.  He  was  the 
more  earnest  to  state  these  objections,  and  remark 
upon  them  singly,  because  he  felt  that  (not  from 
design,  probably,  but  from  some  inattention  or 
misapprehension)  a  character  had  been  attributed 
to  bis  resolution,  which  had  no  more  to  do  with 
it  than  any  two  things  which  were  the  most  for- 
eign from  each  other.  If  the  debates  on  this  oc- 
casion had  gone  forth  to  the  world,  separate  from 
the  resolution  itself,  it  might  have  been  conceived 
that  he  had  proposed  a  subsidy,  an  alliance,  or  a 
direct  war,  in  favor  of  the  Gkeeks.  His  intention 
was,  now,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
back  to  the  real  qoestion  before  it.  What  that 
question  was,  he  would,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
now  set  forth  to  the  Committee  and  to  the  coun- 
try. 

The  honorable  member  from  New  York  near 
me,  commenced  by  saying  that  the  resolution,  as 
its  advocates  explainea  it,  contained  a  guarantee 
of  liberty  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.  And 
where  does  he  derive  his  authority  for  such  decla- 
ration? No  such  guarantee  is  to  be  found  upon 
the  face  of  the  resolution.  No  one  that  is  in  fa- 
vor of  its  adoption,  has  said  any  such  thing. 
Wheo^  such  an  assertion  is  made,  the  premises 
upon  which  it  is  founded  should  be  clearly  stated. 
What  is  there  in  any  one  word  of  the  resolution 
that  leads  to  such  a  charge  ?  If  such  an  infer- 
ence can,  by  any  means,  be  drawn  from  it,  let  us 
bear  the  argument  by  which  it  is  to  be  effected ; 
but  first  to  assume  such  premises,  and  then  to 
argue  from  them,  is  it  fair,  is  it  correct?  Mr. 
W.  said  he  knew  that,  in  combatting  any  propo- 
sition, it  was  a  natural  effort  of  debate  to  exag- 
gerate what  is  opposed,  and  to  set  forth  objections 
in  strong  terms.  He  only  asked,  on  the  present 
occaiiion,  that  the  measure  he  had  proposed  should 
be  treated  with  common  candor,  and  that  gentle- 
men would  not  ingraft  the  fictions  of  their  own 
imaj^i nation  upon  his  resolation,  and  then  argue 
as  if  it  contained  a  declaration  of  war,  then  to  go 
to  work  most  valorously  against  the  maii  of  straw, 
which  themselves  had  formed.  If  any  gentleman 
wishes  to  oppose  some  resolution  which  he  has 
formed  to  his  own  fancy,  with  all  my  heart ;  but 
if  he  speaks  to  this,  let  him  speak  to  this. 

Mr.  W.  said,  if  he  understood  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  correctly,  he  had  advanced  three 
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objections  to  the  resolatton.  In  the  first  place,  he 
had  doubts  as  to  its  constitutionality ;  in  the  sec- 
ond place,  he  entertained  a  pretty  deep  suspicion 
that  the  Greeks  would  not  establish  a  free  govern- 
ment: that  they  would  have  some  little  Emperor 
of  their  own,  some  successor  to  the  Byzantian 
Kings,  to  reign  over  them ;  and  next,  the  gentle- 
man quotes  Grotius,  to  prove,  that  sending  an 
asent  to  revolted  colonies,  is  an  act  of  open  hos- 
tility against  the  mother  countrv.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect any  thins  else— oh  ves !  he  has  also  attempted 
to  prove  bv  the  patent  laws,  that  we  owe  nothing 
to  the  moaern  Greeks,  for  Homer,  Uesiod,  Thucy- 
dides,  and  other  great  names  of  ancient  times — and 
I  must  do  the  sentleman  the  instiee  to  say,  that 
he  has  very  fully  established  tnat  point  from  the 
patent  law. 

My  honorable  friend  from  New  Hampshire,  who 
is  the  last  man  to  whom  I  would  impute  any  thing 
unfair,  said  Mr.  W.,  has  indulged  himself  in  some- 
what loose  statements  in  his  opposition.  He  has 
spoken  of  the  resolution  as  theyWcrttm,  by  means 
of  which  the  world  is  to  be  moved.  He  has  sup- 
posed that  it  was  a  flaming  sword  intended  to 
Stard  the  paradise  of  Greece  against  the  power  of 
e  Ottonuin.  But.  sir,  who  says  so  ?  No  words 
like  these  have  fallen  from  my  mouth — ^nothing 
to  authorize  such  a  supposition  is  to  be  found  in 
the  resolution.  He  asks,  if  it  can  be  supposed  that 
this  measure  is  to  work  all  the  wonders  which  its 
advocates  suggest  ?  Sir,  I  have  not  suggested  any 
wonders — I  have  never  presumed  that  it  would 
perform  any  miracles.  I  think  it  a  proper  mea- 
sure, and  that  it  will  do  some  eood — but  I  expect 
nothing  miraculous  from  it.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  spoken  in  the  same  strain  as  others,  against 
my  i^oposition.  And  really,  sir,  if  Cervantes  had 
never  lived,  there  would  have  been  a  plentiful  lack 
of  topics  in  this  debate.  Gentlemen  have  spoken, 
of  running  tilts,  and  of  some  crusade  to  be  enterec% 
into.  Really,  sir,  I  have  not  sufficient  perspicacity*' 
and  penetration,  my  brain  is  too  dull,  to  catch  all 
the  ten  thousand  inferences  eentlemen  choose  to 
draw  from  my  resolution.  If  there  is  any  thing 
extravagant  in  the  proposition,  let  it  be  shown  that 
there  is,  by  fair  argument.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire  imputes  to  me  an  in- 
tention of  <<  running  tilts  with  windmills."  Sir, 
there  is  not  much  in  this  remark — and  yet,  there 
may  be  something  in  it  too.  It  is  my  duty,  I  know, 
to  encounter  whatever  opposition  may  meet  me  on 
this  subject ;  and,  sir,  ir  I  should  happen,  in  my 
course,  to  meet  with  a  toiiuL^mUl^  why,  sir,  I  must 
take  a  tilt  with  it,  whether  it  be  iarse  or  small, 
unless,  indeed,  1  should  conclude  to  have  a  little 
patience,  and  to  wait  a  while,  till  the  motion  and 
the  noise  shall  die  of  themselves,  for  a  slight  puff 
is  generally  soon  over. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  said,  if 
this  proposition  is  not  aid  it  is  nothing. 

I  hold,  sir,  that  there  is  no  aid  to  Greece  pro- 
posed by  this  resolution,  either  in  a  pecuniary,  sub- 
sidiary, or  belligerent  point  of  view ;  and  yet  there 
will  be  something  useiul  in  it  to  their  cause.  If  this 
is  not  maintained.  1  do  not,  of  course,  expect  that 
the  resolution  wiU  be  adopted.    Sir,  it  is  something 


more  than  nothing.  I  am  as  little  inclined  to  dol 
in  nonenities  as  an y  man.  The  proposition  ctnoot 
be  what  it  has  been  represented  to  be,  or  it  is  one 
of  the  most  magnificent  and  terrific  nothings  apot 
earth.  It  proposes,  indeed,  nothing  against  tiie 
Turks.  I  defy  gentlemen  to  point  to  the  word  ia 
the  resolution,  that  can  bear  that  constnictioa. 
Nor  has  any  thing  fallen  from  me  to  authorize  it. 
The  gentleman  has  said,  that  the  Greeks  are  DoUh 
log  but  a  set  of  poor  oppressed  slaves — ^inteUigent, 
if  you  will,  intellectual,  refined,  and  in  some  csso 
rich— yet  nothing  but  slaves.  Sir,  if,  with  their 
intelli^nce,  if  wuh  their  numbers,  if  with  tint 
education,  (such  as  it  is,)  they  were  not  sIstq, 
they  would  hold  your  sympathy  much  cbeapa 
than  they  now  do.  The  remarks  in  opposiuoa 
tend  to  make  this  measure  propose  what  it  neva 
did  propose,  and  to  make  those  who  support  it  saj 
what  they  never  have  said. 

One  word  to  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
It  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  his  argument  is  not 
quite  consistent.  He  says  that  this  resolationis 
too  cold  an  expression  against  the  principles  acted 
upon  by  the  Holy  Alliance;  and  yet  he  thinks  it 
mav  bring  us  into  a  war  with  them.  Now,  sir, 
both  these  remarks  cannot  be  well  founded. 

Mr.  Rankim  explained. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  it  was  not  his  intention  tc 
misrepresent  the  gentleman.  Bat,  sir,  a  gentle- 
man from  Greorgia,  for  whom  I  entertain  grot 
respect,  in  the  remarks  he  made  yesterday,  seems, 
in  my  apprehension,  to  have  taken  for  granud 
what  is  in  dispute ;  he  said,  that  it  is  conceded  that 
this  subject  had  originated  altogether  in  feeling. 
And  pray,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  who  conceded  xM 
I  say,  if  not  so  many  as  ten  persons  had  uttered  i 
word  in  favor  of  the  Greeks,  and  I  had  enterUined 
the  same  opinion  that  I  do  now  entertain,  of  the 
principles  advanced  by  the  Allies,  and  their  das- 
ger  to  free  Grovernments,  I  should  have  deemed  it 
my  duty  to  brine  the  subject  before  this  House. 
Even  if  the  people  concerned  in  it  had  been  sitoa- 
ted,  as  the  sentleman  yesterday  put  a  case,  in  tlie 
Philippine  isles,  I  should  have  moved  the  same  re- 
solution, and  should  have  supported  it  on  the  stoe 
principles. 

The  general  objection  which  has  been  urged 
against  it,  is,  that  its  scope  is  dangerous — tbittt 
leads  to  war.  But  one  extreme  inference  wbidt 
was  ye:sterday  drawn  from  as  extreme  a  case,  sir, 
made  me  feel  shocked,  to  tremUing,  at  the  con- 
sequences of  my  own  measure.  The  gentleman, 
after  ably  and  very  truly  stating  the  difference  d 
facility  in  going  to  war,  between  a  Republic  and 
a  Monarchy,  was  not  satisfied  with  the  cry  of 
'^  helloj  horrida  heUa'^ — ^but  he  stated  a  case,  which  al- 
most made  me  wish  myself  out  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives— and  which  assuredly  would  make  me 
wish  my  proposition  out  of  it.  He  says,  we  shall  be 
compelled,  in  consequence  of  passing  this  resolo- 
tion,  to  send  all  our  public  vessels  to  the  Medittf- 
ranean — ^that  we  shall  next  get  into  a  quarrel  witb 
Great  Britain,  and  that  she  will  send  her  fleet,  and 
hermetically  seal  us  up  in  this  Mediterranean  bot- 
tle, and  that  then  there  will  be  cutting  and  slasbio^t 
running,  and  taking,  and  we  shall  be  thrown  backa 
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whole  centary.  I  mention  this  to  show  the  effects  of 
a  fervid  imagioation,  in  perverting  a  proposition 
which  means  only  peace  and  law. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who 
has  spoken  this  morning,  like  a  skilfal  and  exjpe- 
rienced  public  man,  has  endeavored  to  do,  (what 
certainly  he  has  a  perfect  riffht  to  do,)  to  refote 
me  oat  of  my  own  mouth.  He  has  said  that  Puf- 
fendorff  is  aeainst  me ;  that  if  it  is  supererogatory 
to  make  declarations  and  stipulations  to  do  only 
what  it  is  a  plain  and  acknowledged  duty  to  do, 
and  if  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  States  will  always 
do  their  duty,  why  may  not  the  Greeks  presume 
that,  when  the  proper  time  arrived,  we  should  do 
our  duty  towards  them?  Undoubtedly.  They 
are  bound  to  presume  so.  They  will  presume  so. 
And  therefore,  at  this  very  time,  they  will  pre- 
sume that  we  snail  do  something.  But  what  shall 
we  do,  ii  not  some  act  very  like  that  which  is  now 
proposed  to  the  House  ? 

The  gentleman  says  we  shall  be  bound,  upon 
the  principle  of  this  resolution,  to  undertake  to  aid 
the  Canadians;  but  this  inference  goes  on  the 
presumption  that  he  has  truly  stated  that  principle. 
If  we  were,  indeed,  about  to  proclaim  ourselves 
guardians  of  universal  liberty,  his  inference  would 
ye  a  fair  and  true  one ;  but,  I  ask  him  to  draw  his 
oferences  from  no  man's  commentary,  but  to  let 
he  resolution  speak  for  itself.  The  gentleman 
las  attributed  to  me  a  remark,  which  I  do  not 
ecoJlect  to  have  made,  in  relation  to  the  Oreeks 
)eiDg  held  by  the  Turks  as  their  propert^r. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and,  in  explanation,  read 
I  passage  from  Mr.  Whbster's  speech,  as  report- 
id  in  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Mr.  Webster  said  that  he  had  not  had  time, 
lioce  the  commencement  of  this  discussion,  to 
ook  over  the  printed  report  of  his  remarks  on  the 
ubject.  He  probably  might  have  used  the  ex- 
iression  attributed  to  him.  If  he  did,  he  meant 
0  improper  allusion  by  it.  He  only  meant  to 
ODvey  the  idea  of  their  servitude;  that  it  had 
een  the  policy  of  their  conquerors  never  to  con- 
tder  them  upon  terms  of  equality ;  never  to  adopt 
lem  as  subjects,  but  to  treat  them  and  their  chii- 
ren  as  fansomed  captives ;  that  the  Greeks  were 
Dmpelied  to  pay  a  ransom,  from  year  to  year,  as 
price  for  the  privilege  oi  living.  The  gentle- 
taa  cannot  suppose,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  I  intended 
\  compare  them  with  any  property  held  within 
le  United  States ;  on  the  contrary,  I  feel  quite 
^rry  to  have  given  the  least  occasion  to  suppose 
tat  an  allusion  of  that  kind  was  intended. 
It  has  been  objected  that  the  resolution  is  in 
Feet  an  injunction,  or,  at  least  a  stimulus,  to  the 
txecutive,  to  send  a  Minister.  But  the  resolution 
yes  not  say  a  'word  of  any  attempt  to  hasten  the 
)pointment;  it  leaves  that  appointment  to  be 
lade  when  the  President  shall  consider  it  proper 
id  expedient ;  and,  as  to  profitable  consequences, 

at  least,  stand  pretty  clear.  The  sentleman 
om  Virginia  knows  full  well,  sir,  that  I  can  have 
)thing  to  do  either  with  the  stimulus  or  with  the 
ward  to  which  he  has  alluded. 
But,  sir,  I  do*  not  wish  to  take  up  too  much  time 
'  the  Committee,  and  will  proceed  to  ask  gentle- 


men to  call  back  their  attention  to  the  real  ques- 
tion ;  as  no  object  on  earth,  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, is  so  dear  to  me  as  to  have  it  fairly  under-t/ 
stood  that  at  least  my  own  vote  may  rest  on  my*^ 
own  resolution  and  my  own  principles.  As  to  its/, 
ultimate  fate,  every  gentleman  will,  of  course,  de-( 
termine  for  himself.  I  shall  be  satisfied  with  the] 
result,  provided  I  have  an  opportunity  to  make]'^ 
myself  clearly  understood.  What,  then,  is  thr 
question  ?  At  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
the  President,  in  his  Message  to  Congress,  callea 
our  attention  somewhat  particularly  to  the  strug- 
gle in  which  the  Oreeks  were  engaged  to  main- 
tain their  freedom.  He  had  taken  a  similar  no- 
tice of  that  people,  in  his  Message,  the  year  before. 
He  now  expresses  his  opinion  very  strongly  on 
the  subject.  He  remarks  that  the  sympathy  of 
the  whole  civilized  world  is  excited  m  their  be- 
half; and  he  expresses  his  strong  conviction  that 
the  dominion  of  the  Turks  over  them  is  lost  for- 
ever. Now,  if  it  were  customary  to  return  an 
answer  to  the  Message,  we  surely  should  not  re- 
frain from  expressing  the  opinion  of  the  House  on 
this  subject.  This  brings  us,  then,  to  the  very 
pith  of  the  question,  which  after  all  is,  whether  it 
IS  fit  for  this  House  to  express  any  opinion  what- 
ever in  the  matter.  No  man  can  meet  me,  and^ 
prove  that  the  Government  is  not  already  com-r 
mitted  upon  it.  The  President  is  the  executive 
organ  of  the  Government ;  he  is  charged  with  the 
foreign  relations  of  the  country ;  he  is  the  organ 
of  the  nation,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  safety  of  its 
concerns  abroad.  Many  things  pass  the  House, 
in  the  shape  of  resolutions,  upon  which  it  would 
not  become  the  Executive  to  express  an  opinion ; 
and  the  real  question  is,  whether  this  House  has 
the  right  to  have  an  opinion,  and  to  express  it,  on 
this  subject?  I  submit  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  whether  it  is  not  proper,  whether  it  is 
not  the  good  old  practice,  that  the  popular  branch 
of  the  Government  should,  on  certain  occasions, 
express  opinions  on  matters  which  do  not  come 
before  them  as  direct  subjects  of  legislation  ?  Is 
there  a  single  member  who  can  doubt  that,  if  the 
House  had  returned  an  answer  to  the  President's 
Message,  it  would  have  contained  something  like 
this  language:  ''We  participate  in  vour  sympathy 
'  in  behalf  of  the  Greeks.  You  will  exercise  your 
'  discretion  as  to  the  propriety  of  sending  an  agent 
'  to  that  people ;  and,  if  it  should  be  thought  pro- 
'  per  to  send  one,  we  shall  make  the  necessary  a  p- 
'  propriation  when  the  proper  time  comes." 

We  now  propose  to  express  this  same  general 
opinion  by  resolution.    The  only  difierence,  in 
expressing  the  opinion  by  resolution,  or  by  direct 
reply,  is  this — ^that  resolutions  usually  have  refer- 
ence to  some  measure  which  is  to  follow ;  whereas, 
in  an  address  or  reply,  opinions  may  be  expressea 
in  a  more  abstract  manner.    I  thinx,  sir,  this  sub- 
ject is  of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant  an  ex-  n 
pression  of  the  opinion  of  this  House.    Yet  it  is  \' 
not  merely,  or  principally,  for  the  sake  of  the  ^ 
Greeks  that  I  introduced  it.   The  history  of  Greece, 
for  the  last  five  years,  fully  shows  the  application 
of  the  principles  acted  upon  by  the  Allied  Powers. 
This  evidence  of  those  principles  seems  to  render 


1195 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1196 


H.  OF  R. 


The  Greek  Cauee. 


Jaituabt,  1824. 


it  proper  that  we  should  express  our  concurrence 
with  the  Executive  in  the  expression  he  made  of 
principles  directly  the  reverse.    The  abandon- 
ment of  Greece  is  another  proof  of  the  chanjre  of 
national  policy  instituted  by  the  Allies.    They 
have  certainly  started  a  new  principle,  which 
they  hold  to  be  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  civilized 
world.    Now,  if  we  hold  so  too,  let  us  not  say  a 
J    word  on  the  subject.    But  if  we  think  the  opera- 
'    tion  of  their  present  policy  is  hostile  to  the  true 
j    principles  of  liberty,  and  if  we  consider  the  opin- 
,    ion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  as  worthy  of 
.^  any  regard,  let  us  express  that  opinion. 
/  The  Allies  have  brought  their  power  to  bear 
/directly  upon  the  Greek  cause.    They  tell  us,  in 
/terms,  that  they  would  act  in  her  aid  on  princi- 
(  pies  of  their  own  national  interest ;  but  that  the 
general  principle  of  suppressing  all  revolutionary 
movements  overcomes  all  considerations  of  pri- 
vate interest,  and  they  therefore  abstain  from  all 
aid.    Here,  then,  is  a  practical  application  of  their 
new  principle ;  and  it  is  because  of  the  applica- 
\  tion  of  this  principle  that  I  have  asked  the  House 
to  express  its  opinion  upon  it ;  and  I  doubt  not, 
that,  m  the  Courts  of  the  Allied  Powers,  opinions 
will  be  expressed  discountenancing  this  attempt 
of  the  Greeks  against  the  Turkish  Government. 
So  that  the  question  seems  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
proposition  to  consider  whether  we  will  give  cur- 
rency to  the  doctrines  of  the  Alliance,  by  our  ac- 
quiescence in  them.    This  resolution,  therefore, 
cannot  be  considered  as  nugatory  and^  idle ;  it 
will  show  our  opinion  of  the  operation  of  those 
y principles  upon  human  happiness.    And  now  I 
.  ask,  sir,  if  it  is  not  of  some  importance,  after 
the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  State  have 
thought  proper  to  express  their  opinions  on  the 
subject,  that  this  House  should  make  a  similar 
expression  ? 

I  think  the  passage  of  the  resolution  can  have 
no  effect  for  evil,  while  it  will  have  much  for  good. 
It  is  said  that  it  will  produce  war.  I  ask  how  ? 
How  is  it  to  produce  war  ?  No  one  pretends  that 
there  is  any  just  cause  of  war  contained  in  it. 
Even  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who  has 
read  Grotius  so  recently,  has  not  shown  any  cause 
for  war.  But  it  is  said  that,  whether  there  is  cause 
or  not,  offence  will  be  taken  by  the  Allies ;  that 
they  have  one  system,  and  we  another ;  and  that 
they  will  express  an  opinion  the  reverse  of  that 
contained  in  the  resolution.  And  let  them,  sir, 
with  all  my  heart ;  but  is  this  war,  sir  7  Yet 
still  we  hear  nothing  but  war,  war— "udrma  vi- 
rumque  oodioJ*^  We  must  do  nothing  thev  dislike, 
for  fear  of  war.  But,  sir,  if  you  once  let  them 
understand  this  is  to  be  your  rule  of  proceeding, 
take  my  word  for  it,  they  will  soon  tell  you  of  a 
great  many  things  they  do  not  like;  and  it  you  re- 
fuse this  resolution  on  that  ground,  you  will  have 
seta  precedent  from  which  you  cannot  consistently 
escape. 

As  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  I  think  the  Committee 
will  be  satisfied  that  if  my  proposition  has  a  ten- 
dency to  excite  the  anger  of  the  allied  Powers, 
his  amendment  is,  on  that  score,  much  more  dan- 


gerous. There  appears  to  be  some  incongruity  be- 
tween the  gentleman^s  argument  and  his  resolu- 
tion. He  has  told  you  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Leffislature  to  be  stern  and  inflexible,  aod  not  to 
yield  to  feelings  of  sympathy ;  and,  at  the  wot 
time,  he  has  proposed  a  resolution  which  expresses 
nothing  but  sympathy. 

Suppose  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolin& 
were  himself  a  representative  of  this  GoveromeDt, 
at  the  Court  of  Russia ;  and,  after  the  adoptieo  of 
his  amendment,  he  were  met  by  Pozzi  Di  Bo^o, 
who  should  say  to  him,  "  I  perceive  by  yoarpapos 
that  a  string  of  resolutions  have  passed  in  yoe 
House  of  Representative,  expressive  of  their  warn 
svmpathy  in  the  cause  of  the  Greeks,  and  against 
tne  principles  of  national  policy  laid  down  by  tbe 
Holy  Alliance.  You  seem  ail  to  be  raaniiig 
Greek  mad — why,  sir,  don't  you  know  that  those 
Greeks  are  nothing  tfut  a  pack  of  rebels  to  their 
sovereign,  who  have  been  throwing  a  firebnod 
into  the  midst  of  the  Ottoman  empire  ?  What. 
pray,  have  you  to  do  with  them,  and  what  will 
this  lead  to?"  What  would  be  his  anwer?  De- 
ny the  charge  he  could  not — ^there  are  the  very 
words  produced  against  him.  But  if  my  resoio- 
tion  were  adopted,  his  answer  ivoaid  be  obvious 
enough.  He  would  say,  *^  the  President  had  ia- 
formed  us,  at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  God- 
^ress,  that  a  new  State  was  rising  up.  in  the  Med- 
iterranean sea — that  they  had  succeeded  in  throw- 
ing off  the  government  of  the  Turks,  and  in  refl- 
dering  themselves  independent  The  Ho6se  of 
Representatives  felt  interested  to  inquire  into  the 
subject,  and  had  merely  authorized  the*  President 
to  send  an  agent,  for  that  purpose,  when  he  shooU 
think  proper,  and  that  the  House  would  make  tbe 
necessary  appropriation.''  Perhaps,  sir,  it  arises 
from  sell  love,  but  I  had  certainly  rather,  in  socb 
circumstances,  undertake  to  defend  my  propo$itioa» 
than  that  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Soatb 
Carolina. 

Does  this  resolution  hasten  the  exercise  of  the 
duties  of  the  President  ?  Will  he  say  that  his  dis- 
cretion was  hurried  and  that  now  he  is  boood  vy 
send  an  agent,  at  all  events  ?  No,  sir.  We  leare 
the  subject  where  we  found  it,  in  respect  to  tbe 
time,  the  place,  the  instructions,  and  the  character 
of  the  agent  to  be  sent.  He  may  send  a  priraie 
messenger,  if  he  chooses.  It  has  been  said,  that. 
if  a  public  agent  is  sent,  he  might  possthly  meet 
the  Turkish  sabre ;  he  may^  go  as  a  private  citiza* 
and  afterwards  be  accredits  when  proper.  He 
need  not  be  a  public  agent.  The  nature  of  the 
agency,  and  every  thing  relating  to  it,  is  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  President;  and  there  I  wish 
to  leave  it. 

I  must  insist  upon  it,  sir,  that  there  is  no  caase 
whatever  for  (he  anti-pacific  character  that  has 
been  attributed  to  the  resolution ;  and  that  it  does 
not,  in  the  least,  hasten  the  exercise  of  power  hf 
the  Executive.  It  comes,  then,  to  this  questioa 
at  last,  whether  it  is  proper  for  the  House  to  en- 
tertain, and  express,  an  opinion,  in  relation  to  the 
new  and  dangerous  doctrines  set  up  as  pablic 
law  in  Europe.  I  will  trouble  the  Committee  do 
longer.    I  regret  that  this  case  has  not  fallen  into 
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other  hands  and  can  only  sav  (and  the  House  will 
uDdemtnnd  to  what  I  allude)  that,  in  the  little  ex- 
perience I  have  had  in  public  life,  I  have  never 
supposed  that  my  personal  influence  could  aflect 
any  man's  vote  in  favor  of  a  cause  I  advocated, 
and  I  certainly  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
;upport  I  have  given  to  this  proposition  will,  on 
:his  occasion,  have  the  opposite  tendency. 

Mr.  Fuller  differed  from  his  honorable  col- 
eague  on  this  question.  I  think,  said  Mr.  F., 
hat  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
!]!aroIiQa  is  a  very  harmless  one,  as  it  amounts  to 
lothiog;  and  it  is,  therefore,  of  such  a  character 
hat  the  House  ought  not  to  be  engaged  in  dis- 
ussing  it;  and  yet,  negative  as  I  view  it,  I  prefer 
t  to  the  absolute  mischief  which  I  believe  would 
esult  from  the  original  resolution.  The  sentle- 
Qan  asks  how  this  resolution,  which  merely  pro- 
ides  for  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner,  can 
Todoce  such  events  as  have  been  anticipated 
rom  it.  I  will  endeavor  to  demonstrate  that 
iiese  consequences  may  result  from  the  adoption 
f  this  measure,  because  such  evidence  is  neces- 
iry  upon  the  threshold  of  the  argument.  If  we 
md  an  agent,  he  cannot  be  an  ordinary  agent, 
le  will  be  known  as  our  public  agent,  in  all  £u- 
){)e,  and  it  will  be  so  explained  to  the  Grand 
eignior;  whether  you  call  him  minister,  ambas- 
idor,  envoy,  or  by  any  other  name.  He  will  not 
s  the  inonensive,  innocuous  agent  which  has 
?en  spoken  of.  Does  not  every  man  know  that 
ie  President  has  already  the  power  to  send  an 
fent?  What  necessity  is  there  for  the  interposi- 
on  of  Congress,  and  for  a  week's  debate  upon 
le  subject?  All  this  would  tend  to  show,  and 
lurope  could  have  no  other  conviction,  than  that 
18  United  States  were  sending  a  minister  of  the 
ighest^rade;  not,  possibly,  with  the  same  salary 
id  outfits,  but  clothed  witn  full  and  ample  pow- 
s.  We  know  well  enough  that  it  is  considered 
'  all  the  nations  of  Europe  that,  sending  a  min- 
ler  to  provinces  which  have  set  up  for  themselves, 
opposition  to  the  mother  country,  is  a  lust  cause 

war.  I  think  I  can  convince  my^  honorable 
lleague,  who  has  professed  his  readiness  to  rea- 
Q  from  the  head,  rather  than  the  heart,  that  it 
ill  have  the  appearance  of  such  an  offensive  act. 
re  we  to  expect  the  Grand  Seignior  to  draw  any 
nclusions  in  our  favor,  by  making  nice  distinc- 
ns  in  reffard  to  the  character  of  our  ag[ent?  He 
11  consider  him  as  an  authorized  minister  from 
s  Government,  and  he  will  have  a  right  so  to 
nsider  him. 

But,  if  we  are  prepared  for  this  measure,  this  is 
t  the  mode  in  which  it  should  originate.  It  is 
mitted,  on  all  sides,  that  the  President  is  the 
atre  of  all  information,  in  regard  to  the  foreign 
ations  of  the  country ;  and  consequently  we  re- 
ire,  when  it  is  necessary,  that  he  should  give 
brmation  to  Congress  upon  subjects  relating  to 
r  foreign  a  flairs.  This  has  always  been  the 
tirse  which  the  business  of  the  Government  has 
cen.  The  Constitution  enjoins  him,  at  all 
les,  to  recommend  to  Congress  such  subjects  as 
ly,  in  his  opinion,  require  its  attention.  But 
s  he  recommended  the  measure  now  before  the 


House?  Has  he  not  considered  the  subject?  His 
Message  proves  that  he  has.  And  why,  then,  has 
he  not  recommended  the  course  which  is  now  pro- 
posed to  be  pursued  ?  He  has  still  an  opportunity 
to  do  so  during  the  present  session.  Why  should 
we  interfere  with  the  duties  of  the  President? 
Why  step  out  of  our  own  path  into  his  ?  Sup- 
pc^e  it  should  happen  that  gentlemen  who  oppose 
this  measure  are  right.  Suppose  the  Turk  should 
let  loose  upon  our  commerce  the  Barbary  Powers, 
over  whicn  he  exercises  his  control — suppose  they 
should  make  an  immediate  attack  upon  tnat  trade 
which  the  honorable  member  from  Kentucky  has 
called  "a  miserable  invoice  of  figs  and  opium." 
If  this  trade  is  really  so  inconsiderable,  why  have 
we  now  a  squadron  engaged  in  the  protection  of  it? 
Sir,  that  trade  is  highlv  important.  And  if  the 
Barbary  Powers  should  threaten  its  destruction, 
shall  we  not  find  it  necessary  to  repress  such  an 
attempt,  whatever  expense  may  be  incurred? 
Even  if  it  were  to  double  our  present  debt,  we 
should  be  bound  to  do  it. 

I  think,  then,  sir,  it  is  our  duty  to  leave  the  re- 
sponsibility of  this  act  where  the  Constitution 
E laces  it,  m  the  hands  of  the  President,  When 
e  makes  a  communication,  suggesting  the  pro- 
priety of  such  a  measure,  it  willlie  time  enough 
lor  Congress  to  take  the  business  in  hand.  By 
this  course,  we  shall  stand  exculpated  to  our  con- 
stituents. Then  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  Eigh- 
teenth Congress  has  seen  fit  to  step  out  of  its  pro- 
per sphere,  to  interfere  with  the  foreign  relations 
of  the  country — to  tell  the  President  he  is  too 
slow  in  the  performance  of  his  duty — that  he  does 
not  regard  the  interests  of  the  nation.  Some  gen- 
tlemen have  remarked  that  the  opposition  ^o  this 
resolution  shows  a  distrust  of  the  President — ^be- 
cause it  merely  proposes  to  leave  the  exercise  of 
this  power  in  his  discretion.  But  will  it  not  be 
taken  to  enjoin  upon  him  the  appointment  of  a 
minister — and  will  he  not  incur  the  reproaches  of 
some,  perhaps  inconsiderate,  men,  if  ne  does  not 
inake  the  appointment?  Whether  he  would  re- 
sist the  popular  impression^  or  not,  I  do  not  know* 
But  I  think  it  is  trusting  him  with  a  power  which 
it  was  never  intended  should  be  vested  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive— the  power  of  making  war.  He  has  the 
riffht  to  recommend  war,  but  not  to  declare  it. 
What  would  be  thought  of  Congress  if  they 
should  authorize  the  President  to  issue  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal,  or  to  do  any  other  act  of  war 
after  the  close  of  the  session,  against  any  nation 
with  which  we  are  at  peace?  It  never  could 
have  been  intended  to  trust  to  the  Executive  the 
power  of  involving  the  country  in  war.  And  this 
will  be  the  effect  of  the  power  to  send  a  minister 
to  the  Greek  Republic. 

But  I  do  my  colleague,  the  mover  of  the  resolu- 
tion, the  justice  to  believe  that  he  does  not  think 
that  war  will  be  the  consequence  of  this  measure. 
If  it  will  not,  what  good  consequence  can  arise^ 
which  cannot  be  obtained  without  the  resolution  ? 
Why  ffive  us  such  a  forcible  description  of  the 
detestable  conspiracy  of  the  allied  Powers,  and  of 
the  distresses  oi  the  Greeks,  if  no^effect  is  expected 
to  be  produced  upon  either  ?  I  know  well  enough, 
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sir,  that  my  honorable  colleague  is  not  in  the 
habit  of  throwing  away  his  arguments.  It  is 
never  with  him,  vox  et  prcUerea  nihil — I  cannot 
but  consider  that  war  will  be  the  consequence 
of  this  measure;  that  Turkey  will  declare  war 
against  us ;  and  we  shall  be  obliged  to  double  our 
forces  in  their  seas,  and  great  trouble  and  expense 
will  be  incurred  by  the  nation. 

I  intend  to  take  up  but  little  lime,  sir,  on  this 
subject,  for,  after  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
and  my  colleague  have  so  ably  addressed  the 
Committee,  I  am  in  the  situation  of  poor  King 
Richard — 

<'At  ID  a  theatre  the  eyes  of  men, 

AAer  a  well  graced  actor  leaves  the  stage. 

Are  idly  bent  on  him  that  entera  next." 

1  will  consider,  briefly,  what  will  be  the  fate  of 
the  Greeks,  if  this  measure  does  not  pass.  Greece, 
as  the  President  informs  us,  is  already  substan- 
tially independent.  She  has  achieved  her  inde- 
penaence,  unassisted  by  any  other  Power,  and  is 
unopposed,  but  by  Turkey.  But  I  fear,  sir,  that 
she  will  never  be  permitted  to  establish  a  free 
Government.  My  heart  misgives  me,  when  I 
look  beyond  her  connexion  with  Turkey.  No 
doubt  tne  Holy  Alliance  will  interpose!  The 
approaching  Congress  is  ominous  of  such  inter- 
position— and  the  utmost  we  can  expect  in  her 
favor,  is,  that  she  will  not  be  subject  either  to  the 
power  of  Turkey,  or  of  the  Autocrat — but  that, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  sovereigns,  she  may  be 
permitted  to  enjoy  an  intermediate  state,  between 
freedom  and  the  iron  yoke  which  she  has  hitherto 
borne,  provided  we  do  not  interfere.  My  honor- 
able c^lleasue  has  remarked,  that  the  adventures 
of  the  far  famed  Knight  of  La  Mancha  have  fur- 
nished a  large  portion  of  the  arguments  against 
his  resolution,  arising,  no  doubt,  from  a  strong 
resemblance  of  the  present  enterprise  to  those 
ascribed  to  him ;  and  I  cannot  forbear  reminding 
him  of  the  poor  boy  who  was  released  from  the 
scourge  of  his  master  by  the  valorous  Knight's 
interference,  but,  being  compelled  to  remain  with 
his  chastiser  was,  immediately,  on  the  departure 
of  the  Don,  subjected  to  ten-fold  vengeance.  So. 
in  relation  to  Greece — if  we  interfere,  we  shall 
only  render  them  more  obnoxious  than  ever  to  the 
Holy  Alliance.  The  Greeks  do  not  ask  us  to  send 
a  Minister  to  them.  We  have  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose they  are  desirous  of  it.  If  they  were  able  to 
anticipate  the  result,  they  would  certainly  not  in- 
cur the  odium  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  by  any  con- 
tact with  a  country  to  them  so  utterly  detestable. 
Such  aid  will  be  extremely  pernicious  to  them. 
Our  sympathy  they  have  already.  The  voice  of 
millions  has  ascended,  in  a  general  peal,  to  the 
skies,  in  behalf  of  the  Greeks.  If  they  were  imme- 
diately contiguous  to  us,  and  if  their  danger  were 
ten  times  greater  than  it  is,  it  would  be  doubtful 
whether  it  was  proper  for  us  to  interpose.  It  is 
the  very  course  we  interdict  others  from  pursuing 
in  reference  to  ourselves.  We  adopt  a  resolution 
for  the  relief  of  the  Greeks,  and  then  follow  it  by 
passing  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  honorable 
Speaker,  declaring  that  we  will  not  permit  any 


interference  from  other  Powers,  with  tbecoQCcni 
of  our  continent.  In  foreign  wars,  our  coanti)- 
will  be  found  to  be  exceedingl)  weak;  althougu, 
as  I  trust,  invincible  in  a  war  for  our  own  defence. 

Mr.  F.  spoke  of  our  situation  fifteen  or  six- 
teen years  ago,  when  the  continent  of  Eorope 
was  closed  against  the  world ;  when  our  inde- 
pendence was  in  danger  from  the  colossal  power 
of  Bonaparte.  Many  persons  at  that  time  recom- 
mended an  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  with 
England — and  what  did  the  venerable  sage  wLo 
occupied  the  office  of  President  do  ?  Did  be  wisii 
to  enter  into  such  an  alliance  ?  Did  Congiesi 
recommend  such  an  alliance?  No.  And  I  nope, 
said  Mr.  F..that  the  enlightened  statesmen  of  thia 
country  will  march  on  steadily  in  their  course. 
If  we  are  to  engage  in  any  conflict  with  foreign 
Powers,  let  us  prepare  to  meet  it,  when  it  ap- 
proaches us.  I  hope  this  Republic  will  not  be 
propelled  in  her  career  by  the  impatience  of  the 
Drilliant  statesmen  in  this  House ;  but  that  sbe 
may  be  permitted  to  ascend,  with  calm  and  dig- 
nified step,  to  the  pinnacle  of  glory — there  tore- 
main  a  beacon  to  illuminate  the  benighted  natioos 
of  the  world  through  all  future  ages. 

Mr.  Woon,  of  New  York,  followed  Mr.  Fcl- 
LER  in  a  few  remarks,  replying  to  Mr.  Webstek. 
and  vindicating  the  correctness  of  the  views  here- 
tofore presented  by  him  in  opposition  to  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  A.  Smith  then  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise,  but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  request  of 

MT.  Bartlett,  who  proceeded  to  say,  that  how- 
ever young  he  mieht  be,  either  personally,  or  as  a 
memoer  of  that  House,  he  felt  it  incumbent  oc 
him  to  rise  and  to  repel  the  charge  of  personality 
which  had  been  cast  by  the  honorable  Speaker 
upon  the  opponents  of  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts ;  were  that  charge,  a^ 
stated,  indeed  applicable,  the  parties  involved  in  it 
would  be  more  worthy  of  the  cells  of  a  crimiaal 
penitentiarv,  than  of  a  seat  on  this  floor.    The 
charge  had  been  made  very  broadly — and  if  tbe 
loud  voice,  the  menacing  look,  and  sneering  ges- 
ture, which  accompanied  it,  were  intended  to  ap- 
ply to  him  personally,  he  must  send  it  back  as 
unjust,  ungenerous,  untrue.    With  respect  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Massacha- 
setts,  he  could  onl]r  say  that  he  had  from  his  in- 
fancy witnessed  with  delight  the  display  of  bii 
virtues  and  his  powers,  and  he  had  too  long  gazed 
with  admiration  upon  that  display  to  be  surpriieJ 
at  the  ability  he  had  now  displayed  in  argumeot. 
or  at  the  corruscations  of  wit,  with  whicn  it  bad 
been  enlivened ;  and  though  it  had  been  his  lot  to 
lie,  in  some  measure,  within  their  range,  yet^eren 
to  him,  they  did  but  present  an  intellectual  treat 
He  did  not  advise,  but  he  must  say  to  the  boo- 
orable  Speaker,  that  it  was  unwise  to  throw  oot 
the  insinuations  which  had  escaped  him  as  to  tbe 
motives  of  the  opposition ;  they  were  as  little  mer- 
ited as  would  be  the  insinuations  of  one  wbo 
should  say  to  that  honorable  gentleman,  |^YoUi 
sir,  have  a  great  personal  and  political  object  id 
view — you  perceive  that,  on  tnis  question,  tbe 
whole  country  is  in  a  tempest — you  feel  it  to  ^ 
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necessary  for  you  to  'buy  golden  opinions  from 
aU  sorts  of  men' — and  you  haye  aimed  to  '  ride 
00  the  whirlwind  and  direct  the  storm."  Insinua- 
tions of  tjiis  Itind,  would  be,  as  to  that  gentleman, 
unjust  as  they  would  be  disgraceful  to  him  who 
should  make  them,  but  not  more  so  than  those 
which  bad  been  thrown  out  against  the  opponents 
of  the  resolution.  He  had  been  "  seriously  ad- 
Tised'-  by  the  honorable  Speaker,  he  oueht,  ooubt- 
less,  to  receive  the  advice  with  all  due  deference; 
yet,  however  criminal  it  might  be,  he  felt  inclined 
to  say  to  him,  "I  thank  you  for  vour  advices- 
more,  forasmuch  as  it  was  altogetner  gratuitous 
and  uncalled  for;  but,  however  inexperienced  I 
mav  be,  or  however  young,  when  I  feel  any  need 
of  lessoDs  on  the  subject  of  political  integrity,  I 
feel  myself  of  age  to  select  my  instructor." 

The  Committee  had  at  one  time  been  urged  to 
give  the  Greeks  a  cheering  word  from  this  great 
nation,  (not  forty  years  old,)  and  yet  at  another 
they  had  been  told  that  if  they  gave  it,  nobody 
would  hear  of  it — it  would  never  go  beyond  the 
walls  of  this  House.  Somewhat,  too,  of  terror 
had  been  resorted  to.  Grentlemen  were  asked  if 
they  dare  ^o  home  to  their  constituents  after 
Toting  against  the  resolution.  Whether  to  vote 
against  the  resolution,  or  against  the  opinion  of 
that  hoDorable  gentleman  were  the  more  daring, 
he  would  not  attempt  to  determine ;  where  he 
should  go  when  he  left  this  House,  be  might  not 
be  able  to  say,  but  if  not  to  his  constituents,  he 
certainlv  should  not  go  to  the  Grand  Seignior,  for 
be  should  make  a  bad  slave  either  at  Constantino- 

Ele  or  in  this  House.    However  obscure  he  might 
e,  he  had  no  constituents  so  bumble  as  not  to 
know  that  he  dare  do  all  his  duty. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  he  believed,  was  a  new  member  of 
this  House.  If  he  had  ever  been  here  before,  he 
was  ignorant  of  it.  He  had  never,  till  now,  heard 
of  his  name,  in  the  House  or  out  of  it.  In  his 
speech  on  the  resolution  of  the  sentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  this  sentleman  had  gone  out  of  his 
vay  to  attack  a  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  the 
Speaker,  aod  which  was  not  then  under  consid- 
eration. He  had  replied  to  him,  he  thought — ^he 
certainly  intended  it — with  great  respect,  with 
great  decorum ;  it  was  his  habit  so  to  treat  every 
member  of  this  House,  and  particularly  a  new 
member,  on  his  trial,  for  the  first  time,  before  this 
House  and  this  country.  He  chose  to  travel  out 
of  his  track,  said  Mr.  C.,  to  assail  my  resolution ; 
but  I  must  say  he  did  not  more  mistake  the  dimen- 
sions of  the  resolution  than  he  has  done  his  own. 
And  DOW,  after  lying  on  his  pillow  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  he  comes  here  with  a  conned  reply. 
What  I  now  say,  I  say  not  for  him,  but  out  of 
reypect  to  this  House.  If  that  gentleman  had  felt 
himself  aggrieved,  and  had,  at  the  time,  requested 
|Ln  exjplanation,  it  would,  with  all  readiness,  have 
been  furoished  ;  but  he  has  chosen  to  go  on,  and 
lo  &eek  it  in  the  manner  we  have  just  witnessed, 
ind  DOW  let  him  get  it  where  he  can.  On  this 
Qoor  he  shall  never  get  it  from  me.  The  honora- 
ble geDtleman  has  further  permitted  himself  to 
introduce  a  topic  the  most  unfit  that  can  be 


brought  before  this  Committee;  he  has  alluded 
to  a  relation  in  which  I  stand  to  this  country, 
(which  has  not  been  of  rov  seeking,)  and  he  has 
ventured  to  insinuate  that  the  ground  I  have  taken 
in  the  present  discussion  has  been  influenced  by 
motives  derived  from,  or  connected  with,  that 
relation.  [Here  the  Chairman  interposed,  and 
reminded  the  gentleman  now  speakioff,  that  the 
gentleman  last  up  had  expressly  disclaimed  the 
imputation  of  sucli  motives,  and  had  said  that  it 
would  be  unjust.]  Mr.  C.  resumed — I  know  he 
disclaimed  them,  and  yet  he  made  them,  sir — I 
know  the  import  of  words.  If  a  man  savs  a  thing 
is  black,  and  then  tells  roe  he  meant  by  that  to 
say  that  it  was  white,  I  know  how  to  understand 
him ;  but  if  he  did  mean  to  cast  the  insinuation 
upon  me,  I  cast  it  back  with  scorn  and  contempt 
upon  his  own  shoulders,  and  there  it  rests. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  that 
the  Committee  rise ;  which  was  carried,  and  thn 
Committee  rose  accordingly — having  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 


Monday,  January  26. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying 
that  a  lighthouse  may  be  erected  at  the  lower  end 
of  Lake  Ontario  and  entrance  of  the  river  St. 
Lawrence. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  memorials  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
for  an  alteration  in  the  form  of  government,  as 
well  as  in  the  administration  of  justice,  in  said 
District. 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
farmers,  merchants,  and  millers,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  praying  that  an  alteration,  which  is 
therein  specified,  may  be  made  in  the  laws  relative 
to  the  inspection  of  flour  in  the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  said  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Alexander,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the 
report  of  a  committee,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  that 
State,  upon  the  subject  of  a  deficiency  in  the 
quantity  of  lands  ordered  by  Congress  to  be  re- 
served for  the  purposes  of  education  in  that  State. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  Edwin 
Lewis,  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  that 
the  official  conduct  of  Charles  Tait,  district 
judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Ala- 
bama, may  be  again  inquired  into,  to  the  end  that 
the  said  judffe  may  be  impeached  and  removed 
from  office,  for  improper  and  extra  judicial  con- 
duct. 

The  said  resolution  and  petition  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, prayiDg  that  a  provision,  therein  suggested, 
may  be  made,  so  as  to  extend  further  reliet  to  cer- 
tain purchasers  of  public  lands,  prior  to  the  1st  of 
July,  1820. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
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from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmiuiiig  a  state- 
ment of  the  expenditure,  for  the  last  year,  of  the 
annual  appropriation,  made  by  the  act  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1819,  for  the  civilization  of  the  Indian 
tribes  adjoining  the  frontiers ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MgLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making 
farther  appropriations  for  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States  for  tbe  year  1824,  [intercourse 
with  the  Indians;]  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1824.  ♦ 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
year  1824 ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  from'  the  same  committee, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Adelaide  Brush, 
accompanied  bv  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  £ilijah  Brush  ;^  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Marechal,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  Firman  Le  Sieur ;  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Celestin  Moreau,  of  Louisiana ;  and  An  act  re- 
warding the  officers  and  crews  of  two  gigs,  or 
small  K>ats,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Francis  H.  Oregory,  of  the  United  States  Navy ; 
in  which  bills  the  Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Floyd,  on  the 
24th  instant,  was  taken  up,  read,  modified,  and 
agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Retolvedy  That  the  President  be  requested  to  causa 
to  be  laid  before  this  House  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
which  would  be  incurred  by  transporting  two  hundred 
of  the  troops  now  at  the  Council  Blufis  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia  or  Oregon  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gurley,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  passing  a  law  of  prescription,  lim- 
iting the  time  in  which  suits  may  be  instituted  for 
the  recovery  of  lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
claimed  under  titles  derived  from  the  French, 
British,  and  Spanish  Governments,  in  all  cases 
where  there  is  adverse  possession  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  person  or 
persons  claiming  the  same,  from  or  under  said 
Government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrb,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  amending  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act  for  the  better  organ- 
ization of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  State  of  New  York,"  passed  March  3d,  1823, 


that  an  appeal  may  be  bad  from  any  final  deem 
or  judgment  rendered  in  the  district  court  of  dK 
northern  district  of  said  State,  before  the  ptssage 
of  said  act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKean,  the  bill  for  the  r^ 
lief  of  Thomas  Williams,  reported  to  this  Hoose 
on  the  17th  of  January,  1823,  but  never  actni 
upon,  tog[ether  with  the  petition  and  docomest! 
upon  which  the  said  bill  was  founded,  was  refier- 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  Mercer  laid  the  following  resolatioD  on  tlie 
table,  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz : 

Reeohedy  That  the  Premdent  of  the  United  Sum 
be  requested  to  eommunicste  to  this  Honie  toch  pin 
as  he  may  not  deem  inexpedient  to  divulge,  of  anj  cor- 
respondence or  negotiation  whidi  be  may  ht^e  »«& 
toted  with  any  foreign  Government,  sinoe  the  28tb  ^ 
February  last ;  in  compliance  with  a  request  ooatuiM^ 
in  areeolution  of  the  Houseof  Representativeeoftkt 
date,  relative  to  the  den  unci  stion  of  the  African  ilan 
trade  as  piracy. 

THE  GREEK  CAUSE. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  Mr.  Webstbb's  and  Mr. 
Poinsett's  motions  respecting  the  Greeks ;  wha 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  addrened  theCh^t 
He  said,  that,  being  deeply  impressed  with  ibe 
importance  of  the  question  before  the  Committee, 
he  would  solicit  respectfully  the  attention  of  meo- 
bers,  while  he  delivered  nis  observations.  IHf 
then  read  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  WcbbteI; 
"  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by  law,  fx 
*  defraying  the  expense  incident  to  the  appoiEr 
<  ment  of  an  aeent  or  commissioner  to  Ureece. 
^  whenever  the  President  shall  deem  it  expedieid 
'  to  make  such  appointment."]  Before  he  pro- 
ceeded, he  would,  be  said,  declare,  in  conseqaeoa 
of  some  remarks  which  had  been  made  in  ^ 
debate,  that  his  feelings  towards  the  bononbie 
mover  of  this  resolution,  were  those  of  respect  e 
well  for  his  head  as  his  heart. 

Mr.  Chairman  :  What  are  we  called  on  to  dc^ 
To  acknowledge  a  new  Power ;  to  introdace  a 
new  nation  into  the  great  family  of  nations.  It 
has  been  said,  that  this  resolution  is  perfectly  bars' 
less ;  that  it  leaves  the  acknowledgment  (o  bt 
made  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
whom  it  belongs.  I  cannot  agree  that  the  resots- 
tion  is  harmless,  or  that  it  leaves  the  ackDOwlede- 
ment  to  be  made  by  the  President  It  declares 
that  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by  law,  ibr  d^ 
fraying  the  expenses  of  a  mission  to  Greece,  l^ 
not  this  an  acknowledgment  of  the  independecce 
of  Greece  ?  Yes,  sir ;  this  is  an  immediate  ac- 
knowledgment, and  one  of  the  most  solemD  kind. 
An  embassy  to  Greece,  sent  by  the  President,  wtti 
the  consent  of  the  Senate,  would  be  a  less  solems 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  Greets ; 
for,  by  this  resolution,  a  law  is  to  be  passed  br 
Congress,  declaring  Greece  an  independent  Po«^- 
It  will  not  only  be  an  acknowledgment  of  a  d^ 
Power,  by  Congress,  but  by  the  President  him.^^- 
if  he  should  approve  the  act,  and  yet  the  initially- 
in  faiaking  the  acknowledgment!  will  have  been 
taken  from  him.   Should  such  a  law  pass,  the  ac- 
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knowedgment  of  Qreece,  as  an  independent  na- 
lioD,  is  complete.  The  mischief,  if  it  is  a  mis- 
chief, will  have  been  done;  and  no  sohsequent 
prudence,  on  the  part  of  the  President,  can  avert 
the  consequences,  whatever  they  are  to  be.  The 
nation  mast  then  be  responsible. 

Let  us  consider  what  will  be  the  probable  con- 
sequences of  this  acknowledgment.     We  must 
look  into  the  history  of  nations.    We  are  not  to 
conclude,  from  the  forbearance  of  Spain  when 
we  acknowledged  the  independence  of  her  Ameri- 
can provinces,  that  all  other  nations  would  be 
«\aaliy  passive  on  a  similar  occasion.    It  is  al- 
ways a  question  of  policy  and  descretion  whether 
a  government,  which  may  deem  itself  injured  by 
sQch  an  acknowledgment,  shall,  or  shall  not,  re- 
sort to  war.    The  cases  from  which  we  derive 
the  most  aid,  in  deciding  what  is  the  Law  of  all 
Nations  in  this  particular,  are  the  cases  of  the  Uni- 
ted Provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  when  they  re- 
volted against  Spain,  and  the  case  of  these  Uni- 
ted States,  during  our  Revolution.    According  to 
these  cases,  the  acknowledgment  of  a  new  Power, 
duriog  the  civil  war  whicn  follows  the  revolt  of 
proTiQces  against  the  mother  country,  by  a  third 
Power,  is,  to  the  mother  country,  cause  of  war. 
It  will  be  recollected  that,  daring  the  war  of  our 
ReTolution,  Eloffland  made  war  on  France  and 
other  European  Powers  for  favoring  us.    [  Here 
Mr.  Smttb  read,  from  Marten's  Law  of  Nations, 
the  following  passages :   '*  Suppose  that  the  inte- 
'  rior  troubles  of  a  State  come  to  an  open  rupture 
'  between  the  sovereign  and  his  subjects,  and  that 
'  the  whole  nation,  or  a  part  of  it,  should  wish  to 
I  <)ri7e  him  from  the  throne ;  or  suppose  that  a 
I  province,  or  territory  subjected  to  another  State, 
I  refuses  obedience  to  it,  and  endeavors  to  render 
'  itself  independent  ♦♦*♦.      With  respect  to  the 
I  first  of  these,  a  foreign  nation,  not  under  any  ob- 
'^  ligation  to  interfere,  does  not  appear  to  violate 
I  iis  perfect  obligations,  nor  to  deviate  from  the 
principles  of  neutrality,  if,  in  adhering  to  the 
^  possession,  (without  examining  into  its  legality,) 
^  It  treats  as  sovereign  him  who  is  actually  on  the 
throne;  and  as  an  indeftendent  nation,  people 
^  l^ho  have  declared,  and  still  maintain  themselves 
^»tJdependent.****  In  fact,  whether  we  s|ieak  of 
^the  passive  conduct  obKrved  in  such  circum- 
stances,  or  of  the  succors  furnished  by  foreign 
I  Powers,  ii  is  State  policy  that  generally  decides 
^hether  he  who  feels  himself  offended  shall  dis- 
[  '^mble,  or,  at  most,  complain  of  the  injury,  or 
^hether  he  shall  seek    retaliation  by  violent 
means.****  The  conduct  that  Great  Britain 
ohserved,  particularly  towards  France,  Spain. 
m  the  Pope,  after  the  Revolution  of  1688,  and 
^  that  which  she  observed  towards  several  other 
J  Powers,  after  the  colonies  of  North  America  de- 
,  p^^  themselves  independent,  may  seem  to  illus- 
'We  thissubject."]  Thus  we  see  that  England  sev- 
?**  times  declared  war  against  nations  for  inter- 
ring between  her  and  her  former  provinces,  while 
J    continued  to  make  war,  with  a  view  to  resub- 

Wk      ^°  ^^^  authority. 
^/^^Q  a  people   have  declared,  and  also  main- 
'«aw,  their  independence,  they  may  be  acknow- 


ledged as  an  independent  Power  without  giving 
just  cause*of  war  to  their  former  sovereign.  Can 
that  be  affirmed  with  regard  to  the  Greeks  ?  By 
no  means.  They  have  not  yet  achieved,  mucn 
less  maintained,  their  independence.  They  pos- 
sess the  Morea,a  small  part  of  continental  Greece; 
but  the  latest  accounts  inform  us  that  they  have 
been  driven  from  Athens  to  take  refuge  in  one  of 
the  islands.  It  might  have  been  timely  affirmed 
of  some  of  the  Spanish  provinces,  when  their  in- 
dependence was  acknowledged  by  us,  that  they  had 
maintained  it. 

The  honorable  Speaker  has  observed,  that  we 
received  from  revolutionary  France,  ministers 
sent  by  kings,  conventions,  anarchy,  and  empe- 
rors, and  therefore  we  may  send  a  minister  to 
revolutionary  Greece.  But  Genet,  Fauchet,  and 
Adet,  were  ministers  from  undivided  France; 
from  the  whole  nation :  from  the  Government  de 
facto  of  an  independent  nation,  at  war  with  all 
Europe.  They  were  not  ministers  from  a  revolted 
province,  but  from  the  nation  whose  governments 
were  lawful,  on  our  principles,  as  they  were  insti- 
tuted by  the  nation.  But  no  minister  was  re- 
ceived from  either  party  while  a  civil  war  for  the 
throne  divided  Spam. 

It  having  been  shown  that  the  acknowledgment 
of  a  revolted  province  as  an  independent  nation, 
by  a  third  Power,  while  the  mother  country  still 
carries  on  a  war  for  the  purpose  of  asserting  a 
right  to  such  province,  would  be  considered  a 
cause  of  war  by  the  most  civilized  nations^  can 
we  doubt  that  it  would  be  deemed  cause  of^  war 
by  the  Government  of  Turkey,  the  most  violent 
and  lawless  of  all  Governments  ?  The  honora- 
ble member  from  Kentucky  supposes  that  the 
resolutions  of  this  body  may  remain  unknown  to 
the  Turkish  Divan.  But  it  is  not  at  all  probable 
that  a  measure  of  this  kind  would  remain  long 
unknown  to  them.  Some  Power  would  immedi- 
ately communicate  our  proceedings  to  the  Turk} 
and  explain  to  him,  that,  by  them,  we  had  vio- 
lated the  usages  of  nations.  When  we  proposed 
confidentially,  to  the  British  Government,  to  ac- 
knowledge tne  independence  of  the  Spanish  Amer- 
ican provinces,  that  Court,  then  less  friendly, 
perhaps,  to  us,  than  at  this  time,  immediately 
communicated  our  proposition  to  the  Spanish 
Government,  with  a  view,  no  doubt,  to  embroil 
us  with  Spain. 

This  proceeding  would  be  a  violation  of  our 
declared  principles.  The  President  has  declared 
0  the  Allies,  that  "  We  should  consider  any  at- 
tempt, on  their  part,  to  extend  their  system  to  any 
portion  of  this  hemisphere,  as  dangerous  to  our 
peace  and  safety.  With  the  existing  colonies  or 
dependencies  (meaning  Greece)  of  any  European 
Power,  (meaning  Turkey,)  we  have  not  inter- 
fered, and  shall  not  interfere.  But  with  the 
Governments  who  have  declared  their  indepen- 
dence, and  maintained  it,  and  whose  indepen- 
dence we  have,  on  great  consideration,  and  on 
just  principles,  acknowledged,  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppress- 
ing them,  or  controlling,  in  any  other  manner, 
their  destiny,  by  any  European  Power,  in  any 
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'  other  light  than  as  the  manifestation  of  an  an- 

<  friendly  disposition  towards  the  United  States. 

*  *  *  *  *  Our  policy  in  regard  to  Europe,  which 
'  was  adopted  at  the  early  stage  of  the  wars 

*  which  have  so  long  agitated  that  quarter  of  the 
'  globe,  nevertheless  remains  the  same,  which  is 
'  not  to  interfere  in  the  internal  concerns  of  any 

*  of  its  Powers.  *  *  *  *    It  is  imi)06sible  that  the 

<  Allied  Powers  should  extend  their  political  sys- 
^  tem  to  any  portion  of  either  continent,  without 
'  endangering  our  peace  and  happiness.  *  *  *  * 
'  It  is  equally  impossible,  therefore,  that  we  should 

<  behold  such  interposition,  in  any  form,  with  in- 

*  difference."  Such,  sir,  are  the  principles  de- 
clared  by  the  President  in  the  name  of  the  nation. 
We  say  to  the  Allies,  that  any  attem|)t  on  their 
part  to  extend  their  system  to  any  portion  of  this 
Lemisphere,  we  shall  consider  as  dangerous  to  our 
peace  and  safety.  And  is  not  the  extension  of 
our  system  to  their  hemisphere  equally  dangerous 
to  their  peace  and  safety  ?  We  say  that,  with 
the  existing  colonies  or  dependencies  of  any  Eu- 
ropean Power  we  have  not  interfered,  and  shall 
not  interfere.  How  can  we  then  interfere  with 
the  Morea,  a  province  of  Turkey,  without  a  viola- 
tion of  our  solemn  declaration  ?  Sir,  by  this  pro- 
ceeding, you  will  make  the  declaration  of  the 
President,  as  to  the  future  course  of  policy  to  be 
observed  by  this  Government,  a  falsehooa.  We 
acknowledge  the  Greek  republic;  and  what  are 
the  reasons  which  we  assign  for  doing  so?  Why, 
because  the  allied  sovereigns  have  said  that  the 
Greeks  have  thrown  a  firebrand  into  the  Ottoman 
empire,  and  have  declared  that  they  would  put 
down  revolution  in  Europe.  Is  not  this  gomg 
out  of  our  way  to  beard  the  Allies ;  to  seek  a 
quarrel  with  them  respecting  the  affairs  of  Eu- 
rope; and  to  propagate  our  system  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic?    [Here  Mr.  Wsbbteh  ex- 

Slained.]  Mr.  S.  read  from  a  newspaper  the  fol- 
^  iwiog  passages  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  W.  "Let 
'  us  direct  the  force^  the  vast  moral  force  of  this  en- 
gine, to  the  aid  or  others.  Public  opinion  is  the 
freat  enemv  of  the  Holy  Alliance.  *  ♦  ♦  *  Sir, 
am  not  ot  those  who  are  for  withholding  aid 
when  it  is  most  urgently  needed,  and,  when  the 
distress  is  past,  and  the  aid  no  longer  necessary, 
overwhelming  the  sufferers  with  caresses.  I 
will  not  stand  by  and  see  my  fellow  man  drown- 
ing, without  stretching  out  a  hand  to  help  him, 
till  he  has,  bv  his  own  efforts  and  presence  of 
mind,  reachea  the  shore  in  safety,  and  then  en- 
cumber him  with  aid."  [Mr.  Webster  again 
explained,  and  disclaimed  saying  that  we  should 
attack  the  Allies,  because  they  said  that  Greece 
had  thrown  a  firebrand  into  the  Ottoman  empire. 
Mr.  S.  replied.  The  gentleman  did  not  exactly 
say  so,  but  he  stated  certain  facts  which,  as  I  un- 
derstood him,  afforded  reasons  why  we  should 
acknowledge  the  independence  of  Greece.  He, 
Mr.  S.,  had  no  wish  to  impute  to  the  gentleman 
any  argument  that  he  did  not  use.  The  Com- 
mittee would  doubtless  understand  the  gentleman 
according  to  his  explanation.] 

Another  weighty  objection  to  the  resolution, 
Mr.  S.  said,  was,  that  it  was  an  interference  with 


the  Executive  power.    The  people  of  the  United 
States  have  separated  the  powers  ffranted  bytbaa 
between  the  several  bran  cues  of  the  GovemoKiki 
This  proposition  goes  to  Uend  those  powen;  and 
every  attempt  unreasonably  to  extend  the  powen 
of  the  Government,  or  to  blend  the  powen  of  tbe 
several  departments,  tends  to  the  destractioo  of 
the  Constitution.    This  is  an  attempt  to  dictate 
to  the  Executive  the  performance  of  an  actwhieb 
the  Constitution  has  confided  to  the  discretioi 
and  information  of  the  President    I  need  noi 
said  Mr.  S.,  read  clauses  from  the  Constiiotios. 
which  has  been  laid  on  every  gentleman's  tabk 
The  President  is  authorized  to  receive  embsssie!; 
this  is  one  mode  of  acknowledging  a  fordsc 
Power ;  he  is  also  authorized  to  send  embassie. 
by  the  consent  of  the  Senate;  this  is  aDotlr 
mode  of  recognising  a  foreign  Power;  he  aiso.bf 
the  same  consent,  ratifies  treaties.    With  all  tbis 
the  House  of  Representatives  have  nothing  to  do. 
If  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  a  treaty,  wby 
should  you  prescribe  when,  or  to  whom,  an  eD- 
bassy  shall  be  sent  ?    The  powers  granted  to  yci 
are  purelv  legislative,  with  the  exception  of  tt 
power  to  declare  war,  which  is  elsewhere  iotnbted 
to  the  Executive  authority.    The  foreign  relation^ 
of  the  nation  are  confided  by  the  people  to  tbf 
President  and  Senate,  in  whose  superior  infonna- 
tion  and  discretion  reliance  is  placed.    If  yoa  la- 
terfere  with  the  power  to  send  and  receive  emba'- 
sies,  you  may  come  into  collision  with  the  Presi- 
dent, and  you  will  blend  powers  which  thepeopie 
intended  should  be  kept  distinct.    As  the  aQthori:T 
to  send  embassies  belongs  to  tbe  President  aon 
Senate,  we  should  not  invade  their  authoritfc? 
originate  a  measure  which,  unless  they  will  gire 
up  a  part  of  their  exclusive  authority,  thef  mQ.< 
reject.    Your  law  is  not  necessary  to  enable  ^ 
President  to  send  an  embassy ;  he  is  possessed  cf 
the  authority  already.    If  you  pass  the  bill  pro- 
posed, the  President  will  not  be  left  at  liberty  tc 
decide  freely.    He  must  acknowledge  tbe  in^ 
pendence  oi  Greece,  or  reject  your  bill.   Yoc 
place  him  in  a  painful  dilemma;  and, perhaps 
compel  him  to  use  a  prerogative  seldom  exerted 
But  suppose  that,  believing  the  measure  to  be  iic- 
proper,  he  puts  his  veto  on  the  In  11 ;  still,  two- 
thirds  of  both  Houses  may  pass  it  into  a  law, and 
thus  acknowledge  the  republic  of  Greece,  againii 
the  opinion  of  the  President,  in  whose  discretioo 
the  people  particularly  confide,  and  thus  defeat 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution — a  popular  as- 
sembly, carried  away  by  eloquence  and  a  lore  of 
liberty,  deciding,  instead  of  the  cool,  deliberate 
caution  of  the  President.    If  you  can  pass  a  lav 
to  send  a  mission  when  the  President  pleases,  yoc 
can  pass  a  law  to  send  a  mission  next  month.  U 
either  case,  it  would  be  the  law  that  would  make 
the  acknowledgment.    Your  act  being  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land,  the  flag  of  Greece  wouU 
be  respected  in  our  courts  as  the  flag  of  an  in^^ 
pendent  Power,  whether  the  embassy  was  eTer 
sent  or  not.    We  acknowledge  the  independence 
of  Powers  with  whom  we  have  no  ambassadors. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Cut) 
declares  that  he  is  for  leaving  the  wliole  respoa- 
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sibility  with  the  President,  where  the  Constitu- 
tioQ  placed  it ;  yet,  he  advocates  a  measure  which, 
so  far  as  respects  the  act  of  aeknowledg^ment, 
leaves  nothing  to  the  discretion  or  responsibility 
of  the  President,  but  takes  from  him  the  one  and 
relieves  him  from  the  other.  The  act  of  Con- 
gress will  be  the  acknowledgment,  and  not  the 
embassy. 

The  Constitution  has  confided  this  matter  to 
the  President.  If  we  take  the  first  step,  we  take 
the  honor,  if  it  shall  prove  fortunate.  Shall  we 
consider  him  as  responsible,  if  the  measure  shall 
be  productive  of  evil,  and  yet  assume  to  ourselves 
the  honor  of  it,  if  it  shall  be  productive  of  good  1 
No.  Leave  the  President  to  act  for  the  nation, 
upon  his  own  judgment  and  his  own  responsi- 
bility ;  and,  if  the  measure  deserves  honor,  let  it 
be  his.  Let  me  notice  a  consequence  of  this 
irregular  mode  of  proceeding.  It  is  natural  that 
a  new  Power  should  feel  gratitude  to  the  nation 
by  which  it  is  first  acknowledged  as  an  independent 
Power;  but,  by  this  course  of  proceeding,  the  in- 
dividual who  first  brings  forward  the  resolution 
for  acknowledgment,  though  prematurely,  takes 
the  gratitude  of  the  new  people  rather  than  the 
Government,  ^hich  deliberates  and  defers  the  ac- 
knowledgment until  the  present  time.  But  it  is 
the  natiop,  deciding  by  its  Government,  that  is 
entitled  to  this  gratitude ;  therefore,  every  attempt 
irregularly  to  divert  the  gratitude  of  a  new  Power, 
whether  in  South  America  or  Greece,  to  an  in- 
dividual, instead  of  the  Gk>vernment,  should  be 
frowned  upon  in  this  House. 

It  may  be  useful  to  recollect  what  was  done 
coQceroiog  the  recognition  of  the  Spanish  Ameri- 
can provinces.  There  it  was  attempted  to  take 
the  initiative  from  the  President.  A  proposition 
for  their  acknowledgment  was  made  in  this  House 
Years  before  the  President  thought  proper  to  ac- 
knowledge their  independence.  Objections  were 
made  to  the  measure,  founded  on  the  Constitution 
and  the  law  of  nations ;  and  the  attempt  was  suc- 
cessfully resisted.  The  President,  left  to  act  on 
his  own  discretion  and  responsibility,  made  the 
acknowledgment  in  due  time.  Did  not  the  Pre- 
sident give  satisfaction  to  the  whole  nation  by  his 
selection  of  the  time  for  the  acknowledgment  of 
these  new  Powers?  Yes;  and  it  was  much  more 
clear,  when  the  acknowledgment  was  made  by 
the  President,  that  new  nations  had  maintained 
their  independence,  than  it  was  when  the  ac- 
knowledgment was  first  proposed  in  this  House. 
There  seems  to  be  no  reason  for  attempting  to 
take  from  the  President  a  discretion  which  has 
been  so  well  exercised.  When  attempts  have 
been  made  to  extend,  without  limit,  the  powers  of 
this  Government,  it  was  hoped,  that  at  least  the 
division  of  power  among  the  several  branches 
thereof  would  be  preserved ;  but  it  seems  the  par- 
titions are  to  be  broken  down,  and  this  House  is 
to  be  the  fountain  of  all  power. 

We  are  sitting  in  judgment  on  the  Russian  and 
the  T ark.  But  what  right  have  we  to  judge  of 
their  acts,  unless  they  afiect  us?  And  we  are 
about  to  take  measures  on  our  own  behalf.  What 
tight  have  we  to  judge  between  the  Turk  and  his 


revolted  subjects,  unless  our  own  interest  or  safety 
is  concerned  ?  we  should  not  take  it  well  that 
our  proceedings  should  be  denounced  by  foreign 
Crovernments.  We  do  not  take  it  well  that  tne 
Russian  Minister,  at  the  Court  of  Spain,  de- 
nounces the  United  States  as  the  source  of  all  the 
evils  which  have  disturbed  the  nations  and  sov- 
ereigns of  Europe ;  and  we  should  take  it  worse 
were  the  like  denunciations  made  by  his  master. 
What  have  we  to  do  with  the  oppressions  of  the 
Gh)vernment  of  China,  India,  Turxey,  or  France, 
unless  we  are  about  to  relieve  the  oppressed  ?  We 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  wrongs  committed 
by  other  Governments  against  those  whom  they 
govern,  but  to  avoid  their  example. 

You  profess  to  interfere  on  behalf  of  the  Greeks 
for  liberty  and  religion.  What  have  you  to  do 
with  the  libertv  of  any  people,  except  the  people 
you  govern,  unless  the  subjection  of  a  neighboring 
forei|fn  people  endangers  your  safety  ?  i  ou  have 
nothing  to  do  with  religion,  even  here,  and  why 
should  you  meddle  with  it  elsewhere?  In  a  trea- 
ty made  with  one  of  diose  Turkish  nations,  dur- 
ing the  Administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  it  was  ex- 
plicitly and  truly  declared  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  is  in  no  respect  founded  on  re- 
ligion. The  Turk  may  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  have  his  mosque  in  our  coun- 
try, as  well  as  the  Jew  his  synagogue.  You  in- 
terfere for  Grecian  liberty,  for  the  liberty  of  the 
descendants  of  the  ancient  Greeks,  to  whom  you 
owe  a  debt  of  gratitude;  but  the  modern  Greeks 
cannot  be  identified  with  the  people  who  produced 
Aristides  and  Socrates.  Greece  has  been  often 
conquered,  and  foreign  people  have  planted  them- 
selves there.  The  modern  Greeks  are  a  religious 
sect,  professors  of  the  Greek  Church.  What  en- 
titles the  inhabitants  of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia 
to  the  name  of  Greeks  ?  They  are  so  called  from 
their  religion,  as  the  Emperor  of  Russia  is  styled 
Emperor  of  the  Greeks.  These  people  are  de- 
scended from  inhabitants  of  the  Greek  empire, 
and  it  is  religion  that  separates  them  from  the 
Turks.  You  interfere  for  the  most  degraded  of 
the  people  of  Europe,  and  the  least  fit  for  self- 
government. 

Justice  is  not  done  to  the  Turk  in  this  debate ; 
but  the  author  of  evil  himself  is  entitled  to  justice. 
It  has  been  said  that  "  the  massacre  of  Scio  is  a 
scene  without  parallel  in  the  history  of  fallen 
man."  Atrocious  as  it  was,  there  are  many  cases 
in  ancient  and  modem  times,  of  massacres  far  ex- 
ceeding in  atrocity  the  massacre  of  Scio.  Far  be 
it  from  me  to  ofier  any  apology  for  acts  that  I  ab- 
hor, but  error  should  be  corrected.  To  enable  us 
to  make  a  just  comparison  between  the  Turks 
and  their  neighbors,  I  will  direct  your  attention 
to  some  massacres  of  the  Russians  in  modern 
times.  On  the  capture  of  Ismael,  in  1790,  thirty 
thousand  Turks  were  massacred  in  cold  blooa, 
and  the  city  given  up  to  brutality.  On  the  taking 
of  Warsaw,  in  1794,  nine  hours  after  the  place 
was  taken,  it  was  set  on  fire,  and  nine  thousand 
unarmed  persons,  women  and  infants,  perished  in 
the  flames.  These  exploits  were  performed  during 
the  reign  of  the  august  lady  who  has  been  men- 
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lioDed  in  this  debate;  and  by  Suwarrow«  who 
afterwards  became  so  great  a  favorite  in  this 
country  that  seireral  articles  of  dress,  some  of  them 
belonging  to  the  fair  sex,  were  called  aAer  him. 
A  massacre  in  Cyprus  has  been  mentioned ;  this 
reminds  me  of  the  massacre  in  the  same  island  by 
the  Jews  of  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
Greeks,  many  of  whom  perished  by  tortures. 
When  the  Christian  Ostrogoths  took  Milan,  they 
massacred  all  the  males,  and  sent  three  hundred 
thousand  females  to  their  allies,  the  Burgundians* 
We  have  been  carried  on  a  crusade  to  Jerusalem, 
to  recover  the  holy  sepulchre.  It  may  be  well  to 
consider  the  achievements  of  the  former  crusaders. 
When  they  took  Jerusalem,  seventy  thousand 
Moslems  were  put  to  the  sword,  and  the  Jews 
were  shut  up  in  their  synagogues,  and  burned! 
Sir,  uncivilized  men,  ol  whatever  faith,  are  the 
same.  It  is  civilization,  and  not  superstition,  that 
makes  man  humane  and  merciful.  The  Turks 
are  equally  good,  and  equally  bad^  with  Jews  and 
Christians  who  are  equally  uncivilized. 

In  religion,  the  Turks  are  more  tolerant  than 
their  Christian  neighbors.  It  has  been  said  in 
this  debate,  that  seven  millions  of  Christians,  of 
the  Greek  church,  are  found  in  the  Turkish  em- 
pire. This  proves  that  the  Mahometan  is  more 
tolerant  than  the  Holy  Catholic  Church.  Where 
will  you  find  seven  millions  of  dissenters  in  a 
Catholic  country  ?  Go  to  Portugal,  to  Spain,  to 
luly,  to  Austria,  even  to  France,  you  will  not 
find  that  the  same  toleration  has  been  allowed  as 
in  Turkey,  The  Mahometan  conquerers  offered  a 
double  alternative,  the  Koran,  the  tribute,  or  the 
sword.  It  was  not  so  in  Catholic  countries.  Re- 
member the  extirpation  of  the  Albigenses — the 
persecution  of  the  Netherlands,  uuder  the  Duke 
of  Alra-^the  expulsion  of  the  Huguenou  from 
France — the  expulsion  of  the  Moors  from  Spain 
— the  Inquisition — and  it  will  be  obvious  that  a 
comparison  between  the  tolerance  of  the  Turks 
and  the  Catholics,  is  altogether  in  favor  of  the 
Turks. 

Sir,  the  present  is  a  time  of  imminent  danger, 
and,  therelore,  a  time  for  caution.  Remember 
the  words  of  Wabhinoton  ;  "  Why  quit  your 
own,  to  stand  on  foreign  ground  7"  Meddle  not 
with  Greece.  I  tell  you,  that  Greece  cannot  exist 
a^s  a  Republic ;  and  if  allowed  to  become  a  sep* 
arate  nation,  under  a  prince  of  her  own,  it  must 
be  under  the  control  of  Russia.  From  the  posi- 
tion of  Greece,  between  Russia,  Austria,  and 
Turkey,  it  cannot  maintain  itself  as  an  indepen- 
dent nation.  The  revolt  of  Greece  would  not 
have  been  allowed  to  continue  until  this  time, 
but  that  Austria  and  Russia  cannot  agree  what 
shall  become  of  that  country,  which  each  of  them 
desires  to  possess.  Can  it  be  supposed  that  the 
allies,  who  are  not  disposed  to  allow  the  indepen- 
dence of  South  America,  who  scarcely  tolerate 
us,  will  permit  two  or  three  millions  of  naif  civi- 
lized people,  in  their  vicinity,  to  form  a  Repub- 
lic ?  It  is  not  to  be  expected.  The  most  that 
can  be  done  for  the  advantage  of  the  Greeks,  is 
to  assist  them  to  obtain  favorable  terms  from  the 
Turks.    Our  interference  may  furnish  a  pretext 


to  men  of  biood-^-to  come  upon  ob  ;  aid^  vbit- 
ever  may  be  said  of  the  strength  of  the  Uoitri 
States,  I  am  not  for  exposing  it  to  trial,  ia  a  eoo- 
test  with  tiie  allies. 

The  extensive  and  enlightened  view  of  the  policr 
pursued  by  the  Allied  Powers,  taken  bv  the  ttot- 
orable  member  from  Massaeliusetts,  (Sir.  Web- 
ster,) authorizes  a  few  remarks  upon  the  sudi 
subject  It  seems  to  me  that  oor  pMicy  is  to  give 
no  reaaonable  cause  of  offence,  and  to  stud  on 
our  guard.  It  belongs  to  Elnghuid  to  iDierfnt 
with  Greece,  or  the  Allies ;  and  if  ahe  is  ioToivd! 
in  a  war  with  the  Allies,  for  the  indepeadeDce  ^ 
nations,  we  ought  to  give  her  assurance  that  vf 
will  not  be  neutral,  but  will  give  her  faithlol  lod 
honorable  support  If  we  are  to  be  engaged  i: 
war  with  all  the  Powers  of  Europe,  it  may  be 
better  to  begin  while  we  can  have  allies  in  tbr 
Spanish  American  nations ;  for,  it  will  be  obr.- 
ous,  if  the  Allies  attack  them,  that  nothioe  i^ 
intended  for  us,  but  the  favor  of  being  the  li> 
destroyed. 

The  cause  of  freedom,  the  hope  of  maDkifii 
depends  on  the  ultimate  success  of  the  hitbere 
successful  experiment  ia  the  science  of  goTers- 
ment,  making  in  the  United  States.  When  v 
consider  the  importance  of  the  interests  confidee 
to  us,  it  must  appear  unpardonable  wantonly  ti 
hazard  the  success  of  that  experiment  If  tbfif 
be  a  mode  of  destroying  civil  liberty,  it  is  byln^^ 
ing  this  Gk>vemment  into  uonecessarf  vt^ 
There  can  be  no  increase  of  the  happiness  of  (bi- 
people.  Individuals  may  experience  waois;  be 
as  a  nation,  we  have  nothmg  more  to  ask  cv 
Heaven.  All  we  have  to  ask  of  other  nations  i^ 
friendship  and  "  let  us  alone."  What  shall  vt 
deserve  it,  without  necessity,  we  plunge  this  happf 
people  into  war  and  distress  ?  Whatever  mar  ^ 
said  of  the  valor  of  our  people,  and  theglorrc 
the  nation,  I  should  be  veiy  unwilling  to  engi? 
in  a  war  with  Europe.  We  might  defend  our- 
selves. I  think  we  should  soccessfollf  de/o^ 
ourselves.  I  am  no  prophet  of  eriL  l^edoaoi 
act  on  our  own  responsibility;  we  act  for  ao  im- 
mortal people.  This  people  are  to  be  immorul 
but  whether  in  freedom  or  abject  subjection.  i> 
uncertain.  This  people  are  to  be  respoosihie  i^ 
our  acts,  with  their  treasure  and  their  blood  I 
am  not  disposed  to  bring  upon  them  a  trial,  sadi 
as  Spain  passed  through,  in  the  war  waged  m^^ 
that  nation,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  J(^ 
Bonaparte  on  the  Throne 

England  and  the  United  States  seem  to  me  tc 
have  a  common  interest  to  resist  these  onbdy 
Allies.  There  are  now  only  two  Powers  in  £«* 
rope— England  and  the  Allies.  If  Greece  m 
become  an  independent  nation,  let  one  of  ib^ 
take  the  first  step  in  the  recognition.  The  Ali^t? 
are  ruled  by  Russia.  England  holds  the  fate  ^! 
the  world.  Calculating  on  her  policy,  I  ^^*' 
she  will,  she  must,  make  a  stand  against  Ru-s^ 
As  England  cannot  become  the  head  of  the  m 
ance,  her  pride  secures  us.  She  might  becata^ 
one  hand  of  the  Alliance,  allowing  Fraoce  n  ^ 
be  the  other,  and  Russia  the  head ;  but  that  $iQ|; 
atiou  would  not  gratify  her  pride.    Eogland  ^^ 
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Q«ke  a  stand  against  the  Allies,  and  we  abould 
Qpport  her.  But  she  will  not  strike  for  Greece ; 
be  will  pursue  another  course  of  poller,  and  with 
[ood  reason.  It  is  the  interest  of  England  to  pre- 
ent  the  extension  of  Russian  power.  To  prevent 
his  extension,  it  is  necessary  that  the  Turkish 
Umpire  should  be  maintained  one  and  indivisible, 
[logland  may  strike  for  Turkey,  because,  with 
English  aid.  Turkey  may  stand  against  Russia. 
Hoglaod  will,  if  necessary,  strike  for  the  inde- 
jendence  of  the  new  nations  of  Spanish  America. 
(be  will  not  suffer  the  Allies  to  a4d  them  to  their 
onfederacv,  or  Spain  to  blot  them  from  the  map 
f  tbe  world.  My  enmity  to  England  has  been 
ery  steady  for  many  years,  but  it  shall  cease  if 
Soglaod  takes  up  arms  for  the  independence  of 
nioQs.  England  and  the  United  States  caa  se- 
ure  the  independence  of  nations.  Whether  the 
Jjiited  Sutes,  without  England,  could,  must  be 
roved  by  time. 

Let  us  leave  the  fate  of  Greece  and  of  Turkey 
9  England.  If  it  is  tbe  interest  of  England  that 
be  Turkish  Empire  shall  remain  undivided,  it  is 
ms.  If  it  is  the  interest  of  England  that  Turkey 
ad  Persia  should  be  at  peace,  wcause  their  wars 
ndanger  the  relijgion  of  Islam,  it  is  ours.  Eng- 
lod  and  the  United  States  have  now  a  common 
ause  and  a  common  interest.  Russia  is  now  the 
Teat  enemyr  of  the  independence  of  nations  and 
>f  free  institutions.  England  will  not  acknow- 
edge  the  independence  of  Greece,  for  that  would 
livide  and  weaken  the  Turkisn  Empire;  and 
rhat  will  then  stop  the  progress  ot  Russia? 
leiiher  Persia  nor  India.  Russia  will  establish 
&  empire  greater  than  the  Roman,  in  the  ssenith 
»f  its  power ;  from  the  authority  of  which,  it 
vill  be  in  vain  for  man  to  attempt  to  escape. 
^ir,  our  course,  I  think,  is  plain.  Let  as  be  mod- 
rate  and  just.  Let  us  offer  noaffgressioi^  throw 
ut  no  menaces,  and  give  the  Alfies  no  pretext  to 
oarrel  with  us. 

When  Mr.  Smttb  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  said  such  were  the  ar- 
uments  which  had  been  employed,  both  for  and 
gainst  the  resolution,  and  such  the  feelings  with 
rbich  they  had  been  urged,  that,  although  nothing 
ras  proposed  but  a  small  appropriation,  to  be  ex- 
eoded  in  the  discretion  of  the  Executive,  it  was 
cpossible  that  it  should  be  considered  in  any 
ther  light  than  a  kind  of  protest  against  the  doc- 
ine  attempted  to  be  established  by  the  Sover- 
|gQs  of  Europe.  If,  said  Mr.  R.,  gentlemen  are 
imposed  to  bring  forward  a  distinct  pn^XMilion 
)r  such  a  protest,  he  at  present  saw  no  cause  for 
Q  objection.  But  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  now 
>o  late  to  make  it  in  reference  to  an  isolated 
Ase — be  the  oppression  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
Sort  for  liberty  on  the  other,  what  it  might. 

A  few  years  since,  said  Mr.  R.,  we  saw  these 
ew  doctrines  extended  to  France,  and  her  ruler 
tpelled  his  country.  We  saw  the  same  ruler 
tpelled  a  second  time,  after  an  exhibition  of  the 
lost  triumphant  proof,  that,  in  all  France,  "  le- 
itimacy"  liad  not  a  single  bavonet  willingly  de- 
oted  to  its  cause.  We  saw,  in  tbe  final  exile  of 
iapolcon,  an  indignity  offered  to  the  whole  civ- 


ilized world,  of  which  the  annals  of  oppression 
furnish  no  example;  and, more  recently,  we  have 
witnessed  an  unholy  triumph  of  the  "  Holy  Alli- 
ance" over  Sp(|in  ;  and  yet  our  protest  has  been 
withheld.     But,  he  added,  if  gentlemen  think 
proper  to  adopt  a  protest,  let  them  bring  it  for- 
ward as  a  distinct  proposition,  which  cannot  be 
misunderstood.    Should  the  question,  said  Mr.  R., 
be  pressed  to  a  decision,  whether  that  decision  be 
for  or  against  the  resolution,  such  is  the  state  of 
public  feeling  that  it  will  be  a  subject  of  univer- 
sal regret  if  the  majority  shall  be  but  small.    Mr. 
R.  concluded  his  remarks  with  saying  that  he 
would  respectfully  suggest    to  the   Committee, 
whether,  considering  the   diversity    of  opinion 
which  was  known  to  exist,  it  would  not  be  advi- 
sable to  rise  without  taking  the  question,  either  on  i 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  member  from  South  \ 
Carolina,  or  tbe  original  resolution.    And  with  \ 
an  understanding  that,  unless  in  the  course  of  the    ^. 
session,  something  should  occur  to  create  greater     ^ 
unanimity,  the  subject  should  not  be  further  pressed 
upon  their  attention.    In  order  to  obtain  the  sense 
of  the  members  on  this  point,  Mr.  R.  said  he- 
would  move  that  the  Committee  rise,  and  he  sub- 
mitted .that  motion. 

Mr.  Wrigbt  requested  the  member  from  Ver- 
mont to  waive  his  motion  till  he  could  submit  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  member 
from  South  Carolina. 

To  this  Mr.  Rich  assented,  saving  he  pre- 
sumed, when  the  amendment  should  have  been 
offered,  the  floor  would  be  yielded  him  to  renew 
his  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise. 

Mr.  Wright  then  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Poinsett,  viz : 
Strike  out  all  after  the  words  *<  Resolved  that," 
and  insert  the  following :  "  Provision  oug[ht  to  be 
'  made  by  law  for  defraying  the  ei^pense  incident 
'  to  the  appointment  of  an  agent  to  Greece,  when- 
^  ever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  such  an 
^  appointment  shall  be  deemed  proper  and  expe- 
'  dient,  consistent  with  the  neutral  character  and 
'  pacific  relations  of  the  United  States." 

Before  any  question  was  taken  on  this  amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  Rich  renewed  his  motion  for  the  Commit- 
tee's rising,  which  was  carried — ayes  131. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  January  27. 

Mr.  WEBSTEa,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bilLmore  effectually  to  provide 
for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Vinton,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  repaying  to 
Bazaleel  Wells  a  certain  sum  of  money,  bv  nim 
erroneously  paid  into  the  Treasury ;  vvhich  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Mer- 
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CBR,  calling  on  tbe  President  for  certain  informa- 
tion touching  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade, 
was  called  up,  and  agreed  to. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit: 

1st.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  Firman  Le  Sieur; 

2d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Celestin  Morean,  of 
Louisiana  ] 

3d.  An  act  rewarding  the  officers  and  crews  of 
two  gigs,  or  small  boats,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Francis  H.  Gregory,  of  the  United 
States  Navy;  were  severallv  read  the  first  and 
second  times,  and  referred  ;  tne 

1st,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands; 

2d,  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims; 

3d,  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  passing  a  law,  expressing  the  consent 
of  the  General  Government  to  the  revocation  of 
80  much  of  the  ordinance  adopted  by  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  State  of  Alabama,  as  relates  to  the 
navigable  rivers  within  said  State,  or  to  such  a 
modification  thereof  as  will  enable  said  State  to 
effect  the  improvement  of  its  navigable  waters: 
And  further,  to  grant  the  consent  of  the  General 
Government  to  the  provisions  of  two  acts  passed 
at  the  last  session  or  the  Legislature  of  Alabama, 
one  entitled  "An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
the  Coosa  river,  and  to  aid  in  its  connexion  with 
the  Tennessee  waters,"  and  the  other,  "An  act  to 
improve  tbe  navigation  of  the  Tennessee  river." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  directed 
to  report  on  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  more 
direct  communication  between  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment and  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McArtbdr,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  what 
further  improvements,  if  any,  ought  to  be  made  in 
the  rifles,  muskets,  and  other  public  arms,  manu- 
factured at  the  different  armories  of  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Test,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  passing:  an  act,  authorizing  a  patent 
to  issue  in  favor  of  William  Conner,  in  severalty, 
for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  lying  on 
or  near  White  river,  in  the  Stale  of  Indiana,  at 
a  place  called  the  Delaware  towns,  and  entered 
by  the  said  William  Conner  in  the  land  office  at 
Brookville ;  which  land  was  granted  to  him  by 
Congress,  for  his  aid  and  assistance  in  effecting  the 
several  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes,  for  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  their  titles  to  lands  in  the  States 
of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  concluded  at  St.  Mary's,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  in  the  Fall  of  the  ^ear  1818. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Michael ;  and, 
after  several  amendments,  it  was  reported,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  lands  con veyea 
to  the  United  States  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  which,  after  some  discussion,  was  re- 


ported with  an  amendment ;  on  the  question  for 
Its  passing  to  a  third  reading,  Mr.  Foot,  wi&hiD{ 
for  further  consideration,  moved  that  it  lie  on  the 
table ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

REPORT  OF  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  of  such  "  further  meas- 
ures as  are  necessary  to  provide  for  a  more  eqaitt 
ble  compensation  to  deputy  postmasters,  acconjiof 
to  the  duties  and  services  rendered  by  them,"  pr^ 

Kired  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Hoaxot 
epresentatives,  adopted  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress ;  which  report  was  read,  and  laid  on  tbe 
table.    It  is  as  follows : 

Post  Orrica  Dbpamtxbvt,  Jan,  34, 18S4. 

8im:  In  obedieDce  to  a  resolution  of  the  Uoiite  ef 
Repretentstivefl  of  the  United  States,  at  their  bit  •» 
■ion,  which  **  directed  the  Poetmoster  General  to  r^ 
port,  at  an  early  period  of  the  next  ■fweion  of  Confreni 
what  further  meatoree  are  neeeesary  to  provide  for  i 
more  equitable  compensation  to  deputy  postmaitta 
according  to  the  duties  and  serriees  rendered  by  tbca,' 
I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  the  present  mode  d 
compensating  deputy  postmasters,  by  giving  then  t 
graduated  per  cent,  upon  moneys  receiTed  bj  then,  si 
believed  to  be,  in  most  cases,  the  most  equitable  ibii 
can  be  adopted.  So  far  as  this  compensation  extendi, 
it  is  generally  proportioned  to  the  labor  required,  ia4 
the  responsibility  incurred. 

Deputy  postmasters,  with  a  few  exceptions,  nm^t 
less  for  their  services  than  any  other  officers  of  tix 
General  Government.  But,  as  competent  personi  t» 
discharge  the  duties  of  postmasters  have  been  fonvi 
willing  to  serve,  in  every  part  of  the  ooantry,  and  ss 
the  present  embarrassment  of  this  l>epartmen't  rcqaiiti 
the  utmost  economy  in  its  expenditures,  it  is  beiicTcJ 
that  the  public  interest  would  not*  at  this  time,  bepf»- 
moted,  by  a  general  incfease  of  their  compensatioB.  A 
small  addition  of  pay  to  each  postmaster  would  ai&rd 
but  little  benefit  to  the  individual,  whilst  it  woald  ukt 
from  the  receipts  of  the  Department  an  amooot  sooot> 
siderabie,  as  to  render  an  appropriation  from  tbe  Tnt- 
sury  indispensable.  There  are,  however,  some  potf 
offices,  where  the  labor  is  great,  and  the  perqaiiitet  ■« 
small,  that,  unless  some  additional  compeosatioo  t* 
given,  it  is  feared  competent  persons  cannot  long  be 
found  to  discharge  the  duties. 

I  have  endeavored,  though  unsucccssfally,  to  &x 
upon  some  rule,  which  would  give  additions!  compeo- 
sation,  where  it  seems  to  be  indispensable,  without  ex- 
tending  the  provision  so  far  as  to  render  the  tmoQat 
objectionable.  It  is  believed  that  no  provieion  can  be 
made,  embraeing  a  class  of  cases,  so  as  to  give  an  in- 
crease  of  pay,  in  the  just  proportion  which  the  eervicei 
require. 

There  are  several  hundred  offices  at  which  piciafO 
are  distributed,  for  which  no  additional  compenfauoo 
is  given.  In  some  cases  this  duty  is  very  Isboiioee, 
whilst  the  perquisites  of  the  offices  are  very  ifnall.  Aa 
increased  per  cent  upon  the  moneys  received  by  esc^ 
would  not  graduate  the  pay  in  proportion  to  the  to- 
vice  required,  as,  at  some  offices,  which  receive  not 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  dolltis,  this  tcrrke 
is  as  laborious  as  at  others,  where  more  than  a  tkosf- 
and  dollars  are  received.  If,  in  such  cases,  an  increist 
of  ten  per  cent,  were  given,  the  compensation  to  sods 
would  be  more  than  six  times  grester  than  to  otben* 

More  than  seventy  offices  dtstribate  packages  sfur 
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ten  o'clock  at  night,  tnd  before  five  in  the  morning. 
Pottmuters  who  discharge  this  daty,  are  entitled  to 
consideration,  not  only  on  account  of  the  labor  which 
thej  perform,  bat  the  unseasonable  hours  in  which 
they  are  required  to  perform  it.  But,  in  these  cases, 
an  additional  per  cent,  on  the  moneys  received,  would 
not  do  equal  justice,  as  the  disproportion  for  compen- 
latioo,  for  similar  services,  would  be  as  great  as  above 
stated. 

A  ipeeiile  sum,  given  to  each  postmaster  for  this 
service,  would  not  compensate  in  proportion  to  the  la- 
bor performed,  as  the  labor  at  some  olioes  is  ten  times 
greater  than  at  others* 

If  the  meana  of  the  Department  would  authorise  the 
measure,  an  increase  of  pay  to  postmasters  who  sep- 
arate ptckages,  and  to  some  pthers,  would  be  neither 
DDJost  nor  impolitic ;  but,  at  present,  it  seems  to  be  ne- 
cessary to  confine  any  provision  fox  an  increase  within 
very  narrow  limits. 

On  a  full  consideration  of  the  subject,  it  is  believed 
that  a  special  provision,  in  each  case  where  an  increase 
of  pay  shall  be  deemed  indispensable,  can  be  made 
with  more  justice  to  the  postmaster,  and  less  injury  to 
the  revenue  of  the  Department,  than  any  other  mode 
which  can  be  adopted. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  McLEAN. 

Hod.  Hbitbt  Clat, 

Sptaker  House  of  Representatives. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

Mr.  Hempbill  moved  to  postpone  the  order  of 
the  day  to  take  up  the  bill  for  obtaining  the  neces- 
sary survey,  dbc,  on  roads  and  canals.  The  mo- 
tion was  carried — ayes  105. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

If  the  gentleman  on  whose  motion  the  Commit- 
tee last  rose,  and  who,  for  that  reason,  had  been 
expected  to  renew  the  debate,  were  now  in  his  seat, 
I  should  certainly  not  interfere  with  his  right ;  but, 
io  his  abscDce,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  a  few  consider- 
ations, in  support  of  the  power  of  the  Greneral 
GoTernment  to  lead  its  aid  to  the  making  of  roads 
and  canals. 

The  bill,  now  under  consideration,  proposes 
merely  an  appropriation  of  money  for  certain  sur- 
veys, to  be  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  might,  therefore,  be 
nstained  upon  grounds  which  the  most  sceptical 
Would  scarcely  controvert ;  but,  as  it  has  been  met 
W  the  general  Constitutional  objection,  and,  as  I 
am  wilTing  to  treat  it  as  a  step  in  the  progress  of 
mternal  improvement,  I  feel  no  inclination  to 
slirink  from  the  topic  thus  presented.  Besides,  the 
expediency  of  incurring  expense  in  procuring  sur- 
veys of  the  country  without  the  power  of  afterwards 
^ing  the  information  thus  acquired,  might  well 
«  questioned. 

in  entering  upon  this  discussion,  every  one  must 
pe  sensible  of  the  disposition,  existing  in  many  sec- 
tions of  the  Union,  to  narrow  the  powers  of  the 
General  Government  as  much  as  possible :  and  it 
cannot  be  disguised,  that  it  has  never  been  per- 
mitted to  adopt  any  measure,  not  forced  upon  it 
oy  the  most  urgent  and  imperious  necessity,  even 
to  the  creation  of  a  corporation,  without  a  long  I 
18th  Con.  1st  Se98.^39 


and  labored  investigation  into  its  Constitutional 
functions.  Under  a  spirit  of  jealousy,  so  keen  and 
vigilant,  no  serious  usurpation  need  be  appre- 
hended ;  and  if  there  be  any  danger  in  all  this,  I 
rather  think  it  lies  in  a  different  direction. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  complain  of  this  temper, 
however ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  would  cherish  it. 
I  have  great  confidence  in  the  sober  good  sense  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  and,  so  far  as  our 
frequent  discussions  here  are  calculated  to  explain 
to  them  the  different  views  which  are  entertained 
of  the  nature  of  our  Government,  they  will  learn 
to  think  and  investigate  for  themselves,  and  be 
finally  conducted  to  a  true  interpretation  of  its 
principles.  If  our  powers  be  found  too  narrow  for 
the  public  exigencies,  they  will  enlarge  them ;  if 
we  exceed  our  bounds,  they  will  bring  us  back  to 
our  proper  sphere.  We  should  bring  with  us, 
however,  into  all  these  deliberations,  a  disposition 
to  ascertain  what  the  Constitution  really  is,  rather 
than  a  determination  to  make  it  what  we  desire  it 
to  be. 

Upon  this,  as  on  every  other  like  occasion,  the 
advocates  or  the  power  of  the  Government  have 
been  compelled  to  discuss  and  establish  all  its  ele- 
mentary principles— nothing  is  taken  as  settled: 
precedents  go  for  nothing ;  and  all  previous  acts 
are  founded  in  usurpation.  We  are  reminded  that 
the  Government  is  a  limited  one;  that  we  have 
no  powers  that  are  not  expressly  granted ;  that  all 
others  are  reserved  to  the  States  and  the  people; 
and  that,  as  the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals 
is  not  expressed,  it  does  not  exist.  Some  of  these 
propositions  no  reasonable  man  would  question ; 
but  one  would  suppose  it  was  too  late  in  the  day 
to  contend  that  this  Government  may  not  exercise 
any,  and  very  important  powers,  that  are  not  ex- 
pressly given ;  and  yet  this  is  asserted,  and  must 
be  disproved. 

The  true  question  must  always  be,  what  powers 
are  fairly  deducible  from  a  reasonable  interpreta- 
tion of  the  instrument  by  which  they  are  denned; 
and  I  am  free  to  say,  that  the  nature  of  the  sys- 
tem, the  diversity  of  objects  and  interests  for 
which  it  is  provided,  and  the  variety  of  circum- 
stances through  which  it  must  pass,  demand  a 
liberal  interpretation.  The  observation  has  al- 
ready become  stale,  that  the  principal  objects  only, 
for  which  this  Government  was  created,  could  be 
expressly  defined,  and  that  the  great  mass  of  pow- 
ers, be  they  large  or  small,  which  are  to  be  em- 
ployed as  the  means  necessary  to  accomplish  those 
objects,  could  not  be  enumerated  or  expressed,  but 
were  necessarily  to  depend  upon  circumstances, 
as  they  should  arise. 

I  concede  to  gentlemen,  that  ours  is  a  limited 
Government ;  limited  as  to  the  objects  confided 
to  its  administration ;  but  as  to  objects  clearly 
within  the  sphere  of  its  jurisdiction,  its  authority 
is  supreme,  and  unlimited,  as  to  means  necessary 
for  their  accomplishment,  as  the  government  of 
any  State  in  the  Union,  or  of  any  nation  in  the 
world ;  unless,  in  some  particular  instances,  in 
which  the  means  are  expressly  restricted.  Need 
I  refer  to  examples  in  proof  of  this  position  ?  Let 
gentlemen  advert  to  the  power,  in  Congress,  to 
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coin  money — what  means  may  this  Government 
not  employ,  in  executing  this  power,  which  any 
other  nation  may  use,  as  necessary  to  the  attain- 
ment of  the  end  ?  On  our  power  to  punish  the 
counterfeiting  of  the  money  of  the  United  States, 
where  is  the  restriction  ?  Do  we  not  define  the 
crime,  graduate  its  enormity,  and  carry  home  the 
punisnment,  even  to  the  life  of  the  offender,  ac- 
cording to  a  discretion  as  unlimited  as  can  be  ex- 
ercised by  any  other  power  ?  I  ask  gentlemen  to 
consider  the  war  power  of  this  Government,  and 
to  tell  me,  wherein  we  are  limited,  either  as  to 
the  propriety  of  beginning,  or  the  means  proper  to 
carry  on,  hostilities,  after  thev  are  commenced  ? 
What  may  we  not  do,  in  tne  exercise  of  this 
power,  which  the  exigency  of  the  occasion  re- 
quires at  our  hands?  Excepting  the  power  to 
raise  armies,  and  build  a  navy,  scarcely  any  other  in- 
cident to  the  war  power  is  specified  in  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  and  yet  there  is  nothing  which  any  nation 
ought  to  do,  to  make  their  warlike  attitude  effec- 
tual, and  promote  the  safetv  and  honor  of  the 
country,  that  it  would  not  be  our  duty  to  per- 
form. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  opened 
/  this  debate  with  so  much  of  bis  usual  amlity, 
(Mr.  Barbocb,)  does  not  deny  to  us  the  use  oi 
means,  but  assumes  a  distinction  between  national 
and  municipal  jurisdiction,  on  which,  if  I  under- 
stood  him,  be  placed  his  chief  reliance.  The  gen- 
tleman says,  the  General  Government  can  ex- 
ercise no  municipal  powers,  thai  are  not  expressly 
given. 

So  far  as  the  distinction  applies  to  the  principal 
objects  of  the  Government,  I  admit  it  to  be  true, 
but  I  apprehend  that,  as  it  regards  the  means  by 
which  those  objects  are  to  be  efi*ected,  it  will  be 
found  to  be  altogether  gratuitous.  It  is  a  distinc- 
tion, no  where  recognised  in  the  Constitution, 
which,  on  the  contrary,  expressly  confers  the 
power  of  passing  all  laws  which  may  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  defined 
powers  of  the  Government.  The  character  of 
the  means  must  correspond  with  the  nature  of  the 
object  to  be  effected,  and  may  be  municipal  or 
otherwise,  as  the  occasion  requires.  The  powers 
of  this  Government  are  of  two  classes,  national 
and  municii>al ;  the  first  having  reference  to  the 
foreign  relations,  and  the  other  to  the  domestic 
concerns  of  the  country.  All  the  powers  of  internal 
police,  which  are  not  a  few,  are  necessarily  mu- 
nicipal in  the  proper  and  strict  meaning  of  the 
term. 

In  regard  to  some  of  the  objects  I  have  already 
adverted  to,  our  power  is  strictljr  municipal,  and 
cannot  be  executed  without  municipal  legislation, 
and  to  these  may  be  added,  the  power  of  taxation, 
which,  if  it  be  not  a  municipal  power  through- 
out, I  would  thank  any  gentleman  to  tell  me  what 
it  really  is.  If  these  be  municipal  powers  in  the 
States,  by  what  metamorphosis  do  they  take  a 
different  character,  when  exercised  by  Congress, 
whose  power,  emanating  from  the  same  source, 
differs  only  in  the  extent  of  its  jurisdiction  ?  I  put 
the  question  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, if,  in  the  pursuit  of  a  given  object,  munici- 


pal authority  be  indispensably  necessary,  can  it  be 
denied?  If^  in  executing  the  high  duties  com- 
mitted  to  its  trust,  this  Government  cannot  aet 
without  municipal  means,  must  it,  because  they 
are  such,  discara  their  employment,  and  besttyti 
in  its  progress,  for  the  want  of  the  most  ordiaaiy 
power?  If,  in  regulating  the  coin,  we  cannot  get 
on  without  municipal  authority,  are  we  to  \svi 
it  without  any  regulation  ?  And  if  we  can  exer- ! 
cise  such  authority,  in  any  one  caae,  where  is  tkg 
limit?  The  distinction,  to  be  good  fcH*  any  thisf. 
must  avail  throughout.  If  it  »il  in  any  ca».  ii: 
existence  is  imaginary,  and  we  may  employ  all  \h 
means,  which  may  be  necessary  and  proper,  fat 
the  attainment  of  the  object.  The  fallacy  of  ib 
distinction,  so  much  relied  upon,  will  be  yet  me:' 
apparent,  when  we  come  to  consider  the  partiiri- 
lar  clauses  in  the  Constitution,  which  confer  lae 
power  in  question. 

Various  parts  of  this  instrument  have  been  tAhs. 
upon,  as  furnishing  the  power  over  roads  and  o- 
nals ;  and  though  I  am  not  called  upon  to  ado:; 
or  deny  the  propriety  of  all  the  deductions,  I  a: 
well  suppose  that  the  authority  may  be  necessanl^ 
incident  to  more  than  one  power  of  the  same  Gt^f- 
ernment.  I  do  not  design  to  consider  all  theses- 
ces  from  which  this  authority  may  be  derived ; : 
will  be  sufficient  for  my  argument,  if  I  can  siis- 
factorily  trace  it  to  one,  and  I  have  no  strength  t 
waste  in  any  unnecessary  display.  I  must  be{ 
leave,  however,  to  disclaim  all  reliance  upon  tk 
preamble  to  the  Constitution,  as  conferring  uf 
power ;  and  I  am  also  free  to  concede,  that  'ih 
clause  authorizing  the  raising  of  revenue,  to  pre- 
vide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  weliaff 
does  not,  in  my  opinion,  afford  it.  It  is  true,  ^ 
are  authorized  to  provide  for  the  common  defeBC^ 
and  general  welfare,  but  we  are  to  do  thisbn 
wise  and  faithful  exercise  of  the  powers  graow 
us  by  the  Constitution ;  and  unless  the  power  t: 
make  roads  and  canals  be  elsewhere  given,  or  &- 
cessarily  results  from  some  other  power,  wec«s- 
not  assume  it,  by  appropriating  money  to  objecB 
not  confided  to  us. 

From  the  best  consideration  I  have  been  abUt: 
give  this  subject,  I  think  the  power  over  roads  lai 
canals  is  incident  to,  and  faithfully  results  froo. 
the  commercial  power  of  the  Government. 

The  Constitution  provides  that  ^'Conmss  shall 
have  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreigo  u* 
tions,  and  among  the  several  States^  and  with  tl^c 
Indian  tribes." 

Whatever  diversity  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to 
the  range  of  the  powers  here  delegated,  it  canBOs 
be  denied  that  they  are  paramount  and  supreme  i 
over  the  objects  embraced  by  the  clause,  and  mafi 
be  exercised  by  Con^rress  whenever  it  shall  thi&kj 
proper,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  local  authoritv.  l> 
15  equally  clear  that  the  commercial  power  istbe 
most  important  in  its  creation,  and  the  most  mt- 
nute  and  extensive  in  its  operation,  which  ca: 
belong  to  any  Grovernment.    It  regards  the  enter- 
prise, industry,  occupations,  and  property^of  ererj 
man,  and  cooc^titutes  one  of  the  principal  objccti 
of  civil  government.    Who  does  not  perceire,  tW; 
that  the  power  here  given  over  the  internal  com- 
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lerce  of  the  United  States,  is  peculiarly  of  a  mu- 
icipal  character?  The  power  of  directing  their 
aiiy  intercourse,  regulating  their  industry,  and 
^nnecting  itself  with  all  their  pursuits  1 
Let  me  then  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
'^irginta,  (Mr.  Barbour.)  what  becomes  of  his 
lun icipal  limitation  ?  Here  is  a  municipal  power 
xpressly  granted,  and  for  municipal  purposes, 
r  the  principal  power  be,  in  its  nature,  municipal, 
lay  it  not,  nay,  must  it  not,  be  executed  by  mu- 
licipal  means  ?  How  can  the  Government  act 
ipon  the  objects  of  this  |)ower,  but  by  municipal 
egislation  7  No  one  denies  us  the  riffht  of  pass- 
Dg  laws  of  inspection,  in  regard  to  the  domestic 
commerce — and  what  is  this  but  municipal  legisla- 
ion  ?  May  we  not  define  and  punish  violations 
)f  our  regulations,  and  do  not  the  definition  and 
lonishment  of  crime  constitute  one  of  the  hi|;hest 
ittributes  of  municipal  and  soTereign  jurisdic- 
doQ  ?  It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  in  relation 
to  the  power  delegated  by  this  clause,  the  distinc- 
tion utterly  fails.  Congress  may  employ  muni- 
cipal means  subject  to  no  other  limit  than  that 
prescribed  by  a  judicious  discretion.  Sir,  I  con- 
tend that  this  power  was  confided  to  the  General 
povernment  for  great  and  wise  purposes ;  to  cher- 
ish the  resources  and  promote  the  industry  of  a 
growing  and  extensive  empire,  and  must  be  exer- 
cised by  the  ordinary  means,  for  the  attainment 
of  those  purposes. 

The  question  then  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  is 
the  extent  of  the  power  granted  to  Congress  by 
this  clause  of  the  Constitution  ? 

I  will  not  detain  the  Committee  in  any  philolo- 
gical examination  of  the  phraseology  of  this  clause. 
The  subject  soars  above  any  such  disquisition.  I 
contend,  that,  from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  and 
the  structure  of  the  Government,  it  confers  to  Con- 
gress the  whole  commercial  power  over  the  trade 
among  the  States,  which  could  have  been  pre- 
viously exercised  by  the  States  themselves,  in  re- 
^tion  to  this  subject.  Less  power  than  this  would 
he  insufficient  for  the  attainment  of  the  objects  of 
the  Government. 

The  plain  import  of  the  term  ^  regulate"  is.  to 
afford  reasonable  facilities.    It  implies  a  complete 
control  over  the  subject ;  the  power  of  securing 
to  the  people  of  one  part  of  the  Union  the  right 
of  carrying  on  commercial  intercourse  with  any 
tnd  every  other  part  and  of  afibrding  and  pre- 
Kcving  the  means  of  intercourse,  independent  of 
«1  interference  by  any  local  authority.    It  in- 
^ded  to  extract  the  commercial  power  previously 
^tniyuto^  among  the  component  States  of  the 
union,  and  concentrate  it  in  one  arm,  to  be  em- 
ployed with  united  efibrts  for  a  common  and  gen- 
^  end.    It  meant  to  make  the  commercial  inter- 
^orse  of  the  thirteen  separate  States,  that  of  one 
**Uon,  subject  to  one  and  the  same  Government. 
«D(!  when  it  transferred  the  subject  itself  from  all 
tiiese  States,  it  accompanied  it  with  the  same 
'^^Ds  which  those  States,  combined,  might  have 
jmployed  to  regulate  it,  among  themselves.    If  it 
y^  not  mean  to  do  this,  I  think  it  will  be  evident, 
^?m  a  consideration  of  all  the  parts  of  the  Con- 
•tuQtion,  that  the  commercial  intercourse  among 


the  States  of  this  Union,  is  less  protected,  and  in 
a  worse  situation  now,  that  it  was  before. 

It  has  been  insisted,  however,  that  the  power 
to  regulate  commerce  confers  merely  a  fiscal  au- 
thority, and  was  designed  to  prevent  preferences 
in  behalf  of  the  trade  of  one  State,  through  the 
medium  of  discriminations,  to  the  prejudice  of 
another.  I  will  not  deny  that  this  was  one  ob- 
ject of  the  power ;  but  it  would  be  unworthy  of 
the  subject  to  say  that  it  was  the  only  one.  The 
power  to  regulate  commerce  would  undoubtedly 
imply  an  authority  to  encumber  it  with  duties 
ana  ourdens,  and  it  would  be  strange  if  it  could 
encumber,  and  yet  not  facilitate.  But  this  branch 
of  the  ^wer  to  regulate  commerce,  which  would 
otherwise  have  resulted,  is  taken  away  by  another 
part  of  the  Constitution,  which  forbids  Congress 
to  levy  any  imposition  upon  the  escports  of^ 
State,  and  on  the  imports  into  one  State  from 
another.  We  can  give  no  preferences — and  the 
States  are  also  prohibited,  by  an  express  clause, 
from  exercising  similar  powers.  To  ascribe  to 
this  clause,  therefore,  no  other  object  than  a  mere 
fiscal  authority,  would  be  to  make  it  entirely  super- 
erogatory ;  it  wouid  be  worse — it  would  be  a  mere 
passive,  dormant  authority — an  instrument  taken 
from  the  States  and  transferred  to  the  Greneral 
Gk>Ternment,  to  be  used  by  neither.  But  the  States 
did  not  mean  to  abandon  their  commercial  indus- 
try to  the  mercy  of  chance ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
intended  to  remove  it  from  the  superintendence  of 
disjointed  councils,  and  place  it  under  the  auspices 
of  a  united  and  efficient  jg^overnment.  The  terms 
'*  to  regulate,"  imply  a  vigilant  and  active  power, 
to  be  exerted  accoruing  to  the  exigency  of  the  oc- 
casion. Not  a  power  merely  to  ward  ofi"  injuries 
from  others,  but  also  to  afford  facilities  ourselves, 
whenever  the  wants  and  condition  of  the  country 
require  them  at  our  hands.  The  power  of  doing, 
by  the  exertion  of  the  national  will  and  resources, 
that  which  could  only  have  been  accomplished, 
anterior  to  the  Union,  by  the  concurrence  of  two 
or  more  of  the  State  sovereignties. 

Without  meaning  to  violate  my  promise  not  to 
engage  in  verbal  criticism,  but  to  illustrate  the 
extent  of  the  power  in  Congress,  in  relation  to 
commerce  among  the  States,  let  me,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, refer  gentlemen  to  the  power  exercised  un- 
der this  word  "  regulate,"  in  regard  to  the  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations.  It  must  have  the 
same  meaning  in  both  instances,  and  must  confer 
the  same  degree  of  power  in  one  case  as  in  the 
other. 

Of  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  a  fiscal  au^ 
thority  is  not  only  a  legitimate  regulation,  but  is 
an  ordinary  source  of  revenue,  and  would,  there- 
fore, from  the  reason  of  the  case  and  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  Government,  naturally  fall  within  the 
clause  $  but  no  one  ever  dreamed  that  the  power 
of  Congress  was  confined  to  this  limit. 

In  virtue  of  our  power  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  we  lay  an  embargo  and  pro- 
hibit the  intercourse  altogether,  as  well  of  vessels 
as  merchandise.  We  erect  lighthouses,  and  pro- 
vide beacons  and  buoys  to  conduct  the  mariner 
into  our  rivers,  and  lead  him  in  safety  over  the 
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of  which  there  was  no  participation.  There  would 
he  no  inequitable  application  of  general  funds  to 
purposes  of  local  and  particular  advantage.  A 
farther  advantage  would  result  from  the  subject 
beine  confided  to  the  State  governments.  There 
would  be  no  jErross  mistakes  as  respected  the  se- 
lection of  objects  of  improvement.  The  knowl- 
edge derived  from  contiguity  of  residence  and  in- 
terest— the  fear  of  expense,  disproportioned  to  the 
value  of  objects — would  bie  a  sufficient  safeguard 
in  this  respect.  This  distant  government,  remote 
from  the  sources  of  knowledge,  and  occupied  with 
a  mass  of  engrossing  and  unrelated  concerns, 
could  neither  have  opportunities  of  adequate  in- 
formation, nor  be  subject  to  the  influence  of  com- 
petent restraint,  as  respected  the  application  of 
Its  expenditures.  The  State  governments,  with 
better  means  of  judging  of  the  practicability,  the 
advantage  and  the  expense  of  projects  of  improve- 
ment, were  under  a  more  direct  check,  as  respect- 
ed the  application  of  money  for  their  accomplish- 
ment. 

These  Governments  were  liable,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, to  a  more  direct  influence  of  this 
kind,  from  the  nearer  and  more  obvious  relation 
to  the  sensibility,  as  well  as  to  the  observation  of 
the  people,  of  the  methods  by  which  their  money 
was  derived.  It  was,  besides,  a  proposition  founded 
in  undoubted  principles  of  reason,  that  a  local  au- 
thority was  better  fitted  for  the  conduct  of  opera- 
tions requiring  a  minute  exertion  of  supervision 
and  care  in  their  execution,  than  a  more  distant 
and  general  authority  could  be.  There  was  a 
less  liability,  necessarily,  to  error,  and  to  abuses 
and  profusion,  as  respected  the  expenditure  of 
money.  Public  authority  was  little  fitted  for  the 
management  of  such  operations  at  best,  and  the 
more  remote  the  seat,  and  general  the  character 
of  the  authority,  the  stronger  was  the  application 
of  the  remark.  The  State  governments  would,  in  a 
far  greater  degree,  be  less  liable  than  the  Greneral 
Government  to  embark  in  projects  of  improve- 
ment, which  would  afford  inadequate  returns  on 
the  capital  invested ;  and  this  was  after  all  the 
test  of  the  general,  as  it  was  of  the  particular  ad- 
vantage of  undertakings  of  this  description.  The 
^ntleman  from  Pennsylvania,  indeed. who  brought 
in  the  bill,  (Mr.  Hemphill,)  had  pushed  his  argu- 
ment to  the  extent  of  a  denial'  ol  the  general  ap- 
plication of  this  test  For  his  own  part,  Mr.  A. 
knew  of  none  which  could  be  better  substituted 
for  it;  and  he  was  in  favor  of  retaining  over  the 
subject  of  internal  improvement  the  jurisdiction 
of  tnat  authority  by  which  the  test  was  most  likely 
to  be  applied  and  respected.  The  State  govern- 
ments were  not  only  best  qualified,  from  the  con- 
siderations which  had  been  stated,  for  the  exer- 
cise of  the  jurisdiction,  but  the  General  Govern- 
ment labored  under  absolute  disqualification  for  it. 
How  was  it  possible  for  this  Government,  in  re- 
mote extremities  of  the  Union,  in  Missouri  or 
Louisiana,  to  discriminate,  advantageously,  the 
objects  and  sites  of  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, or  to  exert  a  safe  and  economical  superin- 
tendence over  the  various  and  complicated  sub- 
jects of  their  execution,  administration,  and  pre- 


servation? Nor  did  the  inevitable  insufficiency 
and  unskilfulness  of  its  exercise  form  the  most 
decisive  objection  to  this  function  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union.  It  was  easy  to  perceive,  that, 
in  the  absence  of  adequate  knowledge  and  sym- 
pathy with  the  interests  to  be  efiect^,  considera- 
tions of  very  difierent  character  would  usurp  their 
place  and  determine  the  character  of  the  exercise 
of  the  function.  It  was  easy  to  perceive  that  all 
the  evil  influences  which  belonged  to  free,  and 
those  which  were  peculiar  to  Federal  Govern- 
ment, temporary  excitements,  party  feelings,  local 
interests,  views  derived  from  relation  to  the  prob- 
able results  of  elections  for  the  Presidency,  would 
have  an  unrestricted  scope  for  operation.  Aq- 
thority,  then,  on  the  part  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, over  the  subject  of  internal  improvement, 
was  neither  conducive  to  the  advancement  of  its 
interests,  nor  in  any  view  desirable. 

But,  was  the  authority  confided?    This  was 
the  inquiry  properly  engaging  attention  in  the 
discussion,  and  to  which  Mr.  A.  proceeded  to  ad- 
dress himself.  The  first  remark  which  it  suggested 
arose  froni  the  fkciof  the  omission  of  all  alTasion 
to  the  subject  of  the  power  in  the  discussions  of 
equally  large  and  various  character  which  intro- 
duced the  Constitution.    There  were  the  strongest 
motives  to  this  allusion,  if  the  existence  of  the 
power  had  been  contemplated  on  the  part  both  of 
the  friends  and  the  adversaries  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution.    The   advocates  would  have 
found  a  topic  of  eulogy  in  the  supposed  beneficial 
character  of  the  operation  of  the  power ;  and  their 
adversaries  a  subject  not  less  fruitful  of  reproach 
in  its  encroachment  on  the  reserve  of  municipal 
authority  to  the  States.    Yet,  as  far  as  Mr.  A. 
was  advised,  neither  zeal  nor  jealousy,  nor  the 
sagacity  of  the  lar^t  speculative  discussion,  bad 
indulged  any  surmise  of^  the  concession  of  such  a 
power.    The  inference,  from  omission  of  a  char- 
acter so  peculiar,  was  too  decisive  to  be  resisted. 
For  the  source  of  the  omission,  indeed,  it  was 
easy  to  account    It  was  to  be  found  in  the  want 
of  affinity  of  the  power  to  the  character  of  the 
Government.    To  the  character  of  a  league  of 
association  like  the  old  Confederation,  a  power 
like  this,  acting  by  a  distributive  mode  of  opera- 
tion, on  the  particular  and  several  interests  of  the 
girties  to  the  association,  was  not  uncongenial, 
ut  the  principal  design  of  the  change  to  a  more 
social  character  of  the  Ghsvernment,  was  to  super- 
sede  this  mode  of  the  operation  of  its  autboritf, 
by  one  which,  in  form  as  well  as  object,  should 
be  national;  that  is  to  say,  adapted  to  the  charac- 
ter of  an  inte^l  community.    In  the  existing 
form  of  the  national  authority,  there  remained  no 
warrant  for  its  exertion  in  any  other  mode.    The 
sources  of  this  authority,  and  the  modes  of  its  or- 
ganization, continued  to  be  principally  Federal, 
but  its  operation  was  relative,  exclusively,  to  the 
Union,  as  a  distinct,  independent,  inte^al  com- 
munity.   A  power  over  the  subject  of  internal 
improvement,  exerted  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, could  not  sustain  this  test  of  national  op- 
eration.   No  work  of  improvement,  answering  to 
the  description  of  internal,  affected  the  interests  of 
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the  Union  in  its  integral,  artificial  capacity  as  a 
political  commanity.  The  beneficial  efiects,  even 
of  the  most  important  works  of  improvement, 
purely  internal,  were  confined  to  parts  and  quar- 
ters of  the  Union.  It  was  true,  indeed,  from  the 
inseparable  connexion  of  general  with  particular 

Srosperity,  that  works  of  this  description,  in  con- 
ucing  to  the  prosperity  of  the  parts  severally, 
most  exert,  indirectly,  a  favorable  influence  on 
the  interests  of  the  Union.  But  a  similar  influ- 
ence was  exerted  by  works  of  this  character  in 
foreign  States,  with  which  we  bad  commercial 
intercourse,  the  promotion  of  which,  with  equal 
reason,  might  be  brought  within  the  operation  of 
the  national  authority.  It  was  only  a  direct  re- 
lation, however^  to  national  interest  which  could 
be  attended  with  this  effect,  and  internal  im- 
profements  could  nol  pretend  to  a  relation  of  this 
character. 

But  the  power  in  question  was  not  only  con- 
demned by  Its  want  of  affinity  to  the  character  of 
the  Government,  but,  by  an  inference  equally  de- 
cbire,  from  the  un propitious  tendency  of  its  influ- 
ence. A  power,  which  could  not  be  exerted  with- 
out an  impairment  of  the  harmonious  operation 
of  the  Qovernment,  could,  with  no  propriety,  be 
attributed  to  a  federal  authority,  dependent  in  a 
peculiar  manner  upon  the  accord  of  its  members 
for  stability.  But  a  power  over  internal  improve- 
meor,  in. the  General  Government,  was  of  this 
character.  The  capacities  of  the  different  quar- 
ters of  the  Union  for  improvement  bein^  unequal, 
their  respective  interests,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power,  would  partake  of  tnis  character  of  inequal- 
ity. There  were  even  instances  and  conditions  of 
circumstances,  in  which  these  interests  presented 
a  character  of  conflict.  The  opposition  of  the 
various  routes  proposed  for  the  connexion  of  the 
Eastern  and  Western  waters,  afforded  an  example. 
Could  a  jurisdiction  over  subjects  of  interest  so 
ineongruons  and  jarring,  fail  in  the  provocation 
of  jealousy  and  discord  f  Political  communities, 
in  association,  were  known  to  be  prone,  in  a  pe- 
coliar  manner,  to  the  indulgence  of  a  spirit  of 
jealousy,  as  respected  the  operation  oi  the  common 
authority.  The  sources  of  this  sfMrit  were  not 
material.  The  reality  of  its  influence  was  attested 
br  the  history  of  all  associations  of  the  character 
alluded  to,  and  of  our  own,  among  the  number. 
Which  were  the  operations  of  administration  to 
which  this  iealoasy  was  principalljr  directed  ? — 
Those  whicQ  had  relation  to  the  raising  and  dis- 
bursement of  money.  It  was  to  the  arrangements, 
therefore,  connected  with  these  operations,  that 
precaution  was  to  be  applied  in  a  wise  organiza- 
tion of  a  federal  form  of  Government.  Had  it 
been  neglected  in  our  form  ?  The  wisdom  of  its 
framers  excluded  the  supposition.  What,  then, 
Was  the  provision  of  precaution  in  this  respect  ? 
It  was  as  adequate  as  was  to  have  been  anticipated 
from  the  source  from  which  it  sprung.  Taxation 
was  confined  by  rules  of  a  just  relation  to  popula- 
tion ;  of  the  exclusion  of  all  preferences,  commer- 
cial or  fiscal ;  of  invariable  adherence  to  a  stand- 
ard of  uniformity.  *^  No  capitatioii,  or  other  di- 
rect tax  ahall  be  laid,  except  in  proportion  to  the 


census,"  dbc.^  ''  No  tax  shall  be  laid  on  articles 
exported,"  dcrC.  *^  No  preferences  shall  be  given 
by  any  regulations  of  commerce  or  revenue,"  d>c. 
'^  All  duties,  imposts,  d^.,  shall  be  uniform  through- 
out the  United  States,"  dcrC.  Such  were  the  pre- 
cautions against  inequality  of  taxation.  But  of 
what  value  would  be  these  precautions,  if  similar 
restraint  were  not  provided  in  relation  to  the 
power  of  expenditure  ?  The  confinement  of  tax- 
ation to  a  rule  of  justice  were  vain,  if  this  and 
every  other  rule,  but  of  caprice,  might  be  tran- 
scended in  the  disbursement  of  its  fruits !  What 
then  was  the  safeguard  in  this  respect?  The 
exercise  of  no  power  could  transcend  the  objects 
of  the  Government.  This  was  a  rule  of  reason 
applicable  to  every  trust  of  power.  Here,  then, 
was  one  restraint  on  the  appropriating  power.  A 
restriction  of  explicit  character  was  added.  The 
power  of  taxation,  from  the  indefinite  character  of 
public  exigencies,  was  necessarily  one  of  the 
largest.  The  power  of  appropriation,  which  was 
subsidiary,  would  pass  witn  it  in  the  same  exteflt 
without  the  necessity  of  expression.  Its  convey- 
ance to  this  extent,  however,  might  prove  a  source 
of  inconvenience,  because  an  appropriating  power 
was  not  subject  to  the  restraint  which  attached  to 
a  taxing  power,  from  the  invidious  and  apparent 
character  of  its  operation.  In  what  manner,  then, 
was  precaution  to  be  applied  ?  Of  what  form  ot 
restraint  was  a  power  of  appropriation  susceptible, 
without  impairment  of  us  efliciency?  There 
was  one  form  only  of  designation  of  the  objects  to 
which  it  should  be  confined.  This  is  the  Ibrm  of 
the  restraint  which  has  been  applied.  Congress 
might  apply  money,  not  to  all  objects  of  political 
authority,  indifferently,  or  to  any  at  discretion, 
but  to  purposes  connected  with  the  "  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare"  only.  And  what  were 
(he  objects  embraced  by  this  provision  ?  Their 
criterion  bad  been  already  indicated.  Such  as 
were  of  national  character,  relating  to  the  whde 
Union  as  a  distinct  nation  or  community.  To 
this  class  of  objects  it  had  appeared  that  Inter- 
nal Improvements  did  not  belong.  The  jurisdic- 
tion of  them  was  not  embraced,  therefore,  by  the 
scope  of  the  national  authority. 

An  examination  of  the  power  under  considera* 
tion,  had  demonstrated  its  want  of  afi&nity  to  the 
character  of  the  Grovernment,  the  un  propitious 
tendency  of  its  influence  as  respected  the  highest 
interests  of  the  Union,  and  its  inconsistence  with 
restrictions  established  by  essential  provisions  of 
the  Constitution.  The  presumption  from  thia 
concurrence  of  objections,  was  to  be  considered  as 
very  forcible  agamst  the  validity  of  the  power. 
Was  the  claim  to  it  sustained  by  fair  construction 
of  the  languajg^  of  the  Constitution  %  Before  pro- 
ceeding to  this  inquiry,  two  difficulties  were  to  be 
removed.  It  had  been  supposed  that  the  question 
was  concluded  by  the  authority  of  preceding  de- 
cisions. But  it  was  to  be  remembered,  that  the 
authority  of  precedent  was  not  applicable  to  a  le- 
gislative jurisdiction.  Courts  were  bound  by  pre- 
cedent, because  the  ends  of  their  jurisdiction  re- 
quired uniformity  of  decision.  But  the  end  of  a 
legislative  jurisdiction  required  that  its  decisions 
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that  the  wiioie  power  over  the  commerce  "  among 
the  several  States,"  is  vested  in  Congress,  and  that 
we  are  bound  to  employ  all  the  means  which  are 
necessary  and  proper  to  make  it  effectual,  and  to 
conduce  to  a  free  and  easy  intercourse. 

I  admit,  that  the  means  to  be  employed  must 
have  a  natural,  an  appropriate,  and  even  a  neces- 
sary relation  to  the  end  proposed  to  be  attained. 
They  should  naturally  and  directly  promote,  and 
be  immediately  subservient  to,  the  great  object  in 
But  I  deny,  as  has  been  contended,  that 


view. 


they  must  be  absolutely  indispensable,  or  the  only 
means  which  could  be  emploved  in  relation  to  the 
object.  Such  never  could  nave  been  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  which,  upon  such  princi- 
ples would  leave  the  Government  without  discre- 
tion or  responsibility.  If  this  doctrine  were  true, 
instead  of  cotnposing  Congress,  as  we  now  en- 
deavor at  least  to  do,  with  the  virtue  and  intelli- 
fence  of  the  nation,  by  men  distinguished  for  their 
nowledge  and  sagacity,  we  should  select  such  as 
are  ignorant,  and  of  narrow  views,  the  instru- 
ments of  a  blind  impulse,  and  to  be  moved  onlv 
by  some  stern  irresistible  necessity.  Under  sucn 
a  doctrine  no  act  of  legislation  would  be  safe ;  for 
though  at  the  time,  it  mi^ht  be  supposed  to  be  ab- 
solutely necessary,  yet,  if  subsequent  experience 
should  prove  it  otherwise,  the  acts  would,  for  that 
reason,  oe  unconstitutional.  Sir,  according  to  the 
true  spirit  of  our  Qovernment,  we  must  exercise  a 
judicious  discretion  over  all  these  subjects,  and  use 
our  powers,  as  far  as  we  know  how,  to  promote 
the  nappiness  of  the  people.  Discretion  implies 
the  power  of  selection,  and  in  adopting  measures 
for  tne  performance  or  the  hiffh  duties  confided  to 
us,  we  must  take  those  whicn,  according  to  the 
circumstances,  will  most  certainly  attain  the  end. 
In  all  this  our  responsibility  is  to  the  people,  who, 
if  we  err,  will  not  fail  to  apply  the  remedy. 

In  executJDff  the  powers  or  this  Government,  we 
cannot,  and  should  not  discard  the  lessons  of  ex- 
perience, and  we  are  always  safe  in  adopting  those 
measures  which  are,  in  themselves,  immediately 
relative  to  the  object,  and  which  all  other  govern- 
ments employ  as  the  means  for  the  attainment  of 
similar  objects.  I  insist  that  this  is  the  safe  and 
reasonable  criterion,  and  I  contend  that  roads  and 
canals  are  the  natural  and  appropriate  means  of 
executing  the  commercial  power  with  all  nations, 
and  are  considered  by  every  government,  of  which 
we  have  any  knowledge,  as  falling  properly  within 
the  range  or  its  commercial  regulations.  It  is  here 
the  mistake  of  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  con- 
sists, in  blending  the  objects  of  Government  with 
the  means  ordinarily  employed  for  their  attain- 
ment, and  in  treating  roads  and  canals  as  distinct 
from  the  commercial  power,  when  in  fact  they 
result,  of  necessity,  from  its  exercise.  The  gene- 
ral objects  of  a  government  are  few,  and  easily 
defined,  and  the  power  of  executing  these  includes 
all  other  powers  which  are  necessary  to  their  ex- 
ecution. 

The  great  objects  of  good  government  consist, 
principally,  in  procuring  the  happiness  of  the  na- 
tion— m  providing  for  its  necessities,  and  in  forti- 
fying it  against  hostile  attacks. 


In  the  first  class  may  be  comprehended  all  r^ 
ulations  regarding  education,  the  arts,  and  science 
religion,  and  the  whole  field  of  justice  and  polity. 
Over  these  the  State  and  General  Go?enmeBts 
exercise,  in  some  measure,  a  divided  domiDioB. 
but  with  equal  means  for  the  attainment  of  iber 
respective  objects. 

In  the  second  class  are  included  the  agricalrml 
and  commercial,  and  in  the  third  the  military 
power. 

The  military  power  is  exclusively  in  the  Gee^ 
ral  (Government,  and,  in  virtue  of  this  ratborhr. 
we  employ  all  the  means  which  are  ordinanlT 
employed  by  other  nations  for  the  same  objecL 

Under  this  power,  and  as  naturally  incideoii! 
to  it,  we  build  forts  and  arsenals,  and  erect  fond- 
cations,  ad  IfbUvmj  whenever  we  deem  them  » 
cessary  for  the  defence  of  the  nation.  Will  ur 
gentleman  say  that  forts  and  arsenals  are  hmr 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  defence,  than  roti* 
and  canals  for  those  of  commerce?  A  coaom 
may  well  be  defended  without  either  forts  otv- 
senals,  which  do  not  always  afford  the  best  p 
tection,  but  no  one  would  hazard  the  opinion,  (h; 
commerce  can  exist  without  either  roads  or  cvak 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  saii 
however,  that  our  authority  to  provide  forts  id 
arsenals,  is  derived  from  that  clause  in  the  C<<^ 
stitutio9  which  authorizes  Congress  to  exeretJf 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  property  which  nurb? 
purchased  for  these  purposes,  with  the  coDseot<^ 
a  State,  and  that,  theretore,  we  cannot  erect  soct 
works  without  such  purchase  and  consent  Si?. 
this  is  manifestly  a  mistaken  interpretation.  T^ 
object  of  this  clause,  as  is  apparent  from  its  g^ 
eral  character  and  phraseology,  is  plainly,  ooi^ 
confer  the  right  to  purchase  land  and  erect  fortii- 
cations,  but  to  authorize  exclusive  jurisdietiA 
over  the  soil  which  may  be  purchased  with  tk 
consent  of  a  State.  The  power  to  erect  milittfr 
works  is  incidental,  or  there  can  be  none  of  liitf 
description ;  and  if  we  have  the  power  to  eitet 
those  works,  it  would  be  absurd  to  deny  us  i^ 
right  to  purchase  the  land  whereon  to  erect  rbffl, 
unless,  indeed,  we  might  be  supposed  to  baild  cs- 
ties  in  the  air.  The  right  to  purchase  laod,  v^ 
become  the  proprietor  of  soil,  without  jurisdiction 
is  one  of  the  most  simple  kind ;  and  to  deor  ^ 
would  be  to  deny  this  Crovemment  a  right  eapji^ 
by  every  petty  corporation,  nay,  by  the  homhIfS 
individual  in  the  community.  But  the  rvfat  <» 
purchasing  and  acquiring  fee  simple  title  to  laoi 
does  not  necessarily  transfer  jurisdiction,  which  is 
no  part  of  the  soil,  but  resides  in  the  local  gor- 
ernment. 

It  is  desirable  in  many  eases,  however,  that  the 
(Government  should  possess  such  a  jorisdictioi 
over  its  forts  and  public  works,  for  their  better  po- 
lice and  management;  and  such  a  jurisdictioa re> 
siding  in  the  State  cannot  be  obtained  withootis 
consent ;  and  for  this  reason,  therefore,  this  daiee 
provides  for  such  an  acquisition. 

The  gentleman  is  equally  mistaken  io  sapr<^ 
ing  that  jurisdiction  is  at  all  necessary  to  the  piff- 
chase  of  property.  If  the  jurisdiction  were  not 
transferred  to  the  United  States,  it  wooid  remaio 
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in  reference  to  its  ends.  The  proTision  was  not  | 
one  of  liberality,  but  jealousy  and  restriction.  A 
similar  fiolicy  oictated  the  provision  under  review, 
authorizing  appropriation  to  objects  of  "  common 
defence  and  general  welfare."  The  taxing  power, 
which  was  one  of  the  largest,  would  draw  with  it 
a  power  of  appropriation  of  commensurate  extent. 
It  was  consistent  with  the  design  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  prudent,  to  guard  this  power  by  a  re- 
striction to  objects  of  national  concern.  This  was 
done  in  the  words,  ^  to  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare."  It  was  not  to  be 
inferred,  however,  from  the  union  in  the  clause, 
of  common  with  general  objects  of  interest,  that 
they  were  conceived  as  belonging  to  a  common 
clak  If  this  had  been  the  case,  the  two  expres- 
sions would  not  have  been  employed  in  connexion ; 
for  there  was  no  word  in  the  Constitution  which 
had  not  an  appropriate  office,  as  well  as  significa- 
tioD.  The  expression  would  have  been,  to  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  welfare--or,  the  gen- 
eral defence  and  welfare — and  not  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare — if  a  discrimination 
between  common  and  general  obiects  had  not  been 
designed.  And  what  was  this  distinction?  Had 
the  words  ^< common"  and  "general"  an  identical 
signification  ?  Common  was  ^  that  of  which  sev- 
eral partook."  Common  interests  were  those  in 
which  the  States  partook,  severally.  Greneral, 
imported  an  "  abstraction  from  particulars."  The 
iDterests  abstracted  from  such  as  were  particular, 
and  several,  were  those  which  attached  to  the 
Union,  in  a  corporate,  artificial  capacity;  as  a  dis- 
tinct political  community.  Common,  or  several 
interests,  were  not  objects  of  proper  Federal  char- 
acter. They  were  not  confided,  therefore,  to  the 
Federal  authority  in  mass.  One  only — "defence" 
--•was  so  confided.  The  reasons  for  this  conces- 
sion were  peculiar.  But,  as  respected  general  or 
corporate  interests,  which  were  appropriate  to  the 
general  authority,  exclusively,  the  power  of  attain- 
ment had  no  limitation.  It  was  only  necessary  to 
ascertain  whether  an  object  belonged  to  a  common 
or  corporate  character,  related  to  the  several  inter- 
ests or  the  States,  or  the  general  interest  of  the 
Union,  to  determine  whether  it  belonged  to  Fede- 
ral jurisdiction.  As  respected  objects  of  internal 
improvement,  it  would  not  be  disputed  that  they 
belonged  to  tne  class  of  several,  and  not  of  corpo- 
rate or  general  interests.  They  were  not,  there- 
fore, appropriate  to  this  jurisdiction. 

He  had  now,  Mr.  A.  said,  reviewed  the  several 
clauses  assigned  as  the  sources  of  the  power,  and 
it  did  not  appear  to  be  sustained  by  a  laithful  ex- 
position of  either  of  them.  Inference  from  the 
objects  of  the  Constitution  led  to  the  same  result. 
Bvery  oracle  of  just  interpretation,  when  interro- 
gE^ted,  responded  in  negation  Of  the  power.  The 
Speaker  had  represent^  as  a  species  of  treachery, 
the  refusal  to  exercise  granted  power.  Without 
contesting  the  correctness  of  this  proposition,  which 
was  undoubtedly  laid  down,  however,  with  too 
little  limitation,  it  was  treachery,  of  a  much  higher 
order,  to  exercise  ungpranted  power,  or  even  that 
of  which  the  concession  might  fairly  be  consid- 
ered doubtful.  The  power,  in  the  present  instance, 


must  be  admitted  to  be  at  least  of  doubtful  char- 
acter, and  the  rule  of  public  and  of  private  moral- 
ity was  the  same,  to  forbear  action,  the  lawfulness 
ot  which  was  questionable.  It  was  to  be  remem- 
bered, too,  with  a  character  of  what  peculiar  dan- 
ger the  exercise  of  doubtful  power  was  fraught,  in 
relation  to  this  Government.  The  Union  could 
only  be  considered  safe,  in  the  due  observance  of 
the  peculiar  and  delicate  distribution  of  power, 
prescribed  by  our  wise,  but  complicated  frame  of 
politv.  The  States  would  fly  ofi  from  their  orbits 
of  relation,  in  the  event  of  the  law  of  their  attrac- 
tion being  disturbed.  Union  was  the  guarantee 
of  interests  of  (he  highest  order,  and  the  Consti- 
tution was  the  fortress  of  union.  But  this  fortress, 
Mr.  A.  said,  would  be  abandoned,  if  its  defences 
were  permitted  to  be  dismantled  by  construction, 
so  as  no  longer  to  present  a  barrier  to  discretion- 
ary power. 

Air.  A  concluded,  by  saying  that  he  was  sensi- 
ble he  had  presented,  inadequately,  the  views  of 
the  question  he  had  to  ofier.  He  would  not,  how- 
ever, forego  the  claim  of  zeal  in  a  discussion,  the 
principle  of  which  was  of  inexpressible  impor- 
tance. 
When  Mr.  A.  had  taken  his  seat- 
Mr.  Stewart  rose,  and  said,  he  concurred  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Arcber,)  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat,  in  attri- 
buting to  this  subject  a  more  than  usual  degree  of 
importance. 

The  object  of  the  bill  under  consideration  was, 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  general  system  of  inter- 
nal improvement;  co-extensive  with  the  Republic, 
and  dispensing  its  benefits  and  its  blessmgs  to 
every  portion  of  the  Union.  It  was  not,  however, 
he  said,  a  new  subject ;  it  had  frequently  been  in-* 
troduced  and  discussed  on  this  floor.  As  early  as 
the  year  1809,  the  most  able  report  ever  written 
on  the  subject  had  been  communicated,  he  said, 
to  the  Senate,  by  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Gallatin ;)  and  had  the  views  of  that  distin- 
guished and  enlightened  statesman  been  carried 
into  effect,  this  countnr,  at  this  time,  would  have 
presented  a  very  different  aspect;  our  national 
strenffth  and  our  national  resources  would  have 
been  fully  developed,  and  the  North  and  the  South, 
the  East  and  the  West,  enjoying  every  commer- 
cial facility,  would  have  been  united,  and  bound 
together  by  the  strongest  ties  of  interest  and  inter- 
course. 

This  subject,  said  Mr.  S.,  presents  two  distinct 
questions : 

1st.  Have  we,  by  the  Constitution,  a  right  to 
pass  this  bill. 
2d.  If  so,  is  it  expedient  to  exercise  it? 
It  is  the  duty^  said  h^  of  the  friends  of  this 
measure^  to  sustain  the  affirmative  of  both  these 
propositions.  If  they  fail  in  either,  the  bill  must  be 
abandoned.    As  his  views  of  the  Constitutional 

Sower  of  Congress  over  the  subject,  were,  in  some 
egree,  different  from  those  taken  b]r  other  gentle- 
men who  had  spoken  on  the  same  side,  he  would, 
he  said,  in  the  first  place,  with  great  deference, 
present  them  to  the  Committee,  as  concisely  and 
as  distinctly  as  he  could,  and  then  notice  some  of 
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be  necessary  to  open  and  facilitate  the  intercourse 
between  different  States,  or  various  sections  of  the 
Union.  It  mast  be  admitted,  however,  that  the 
United  Slates  presents  many  objects  of  this  de- 
scription, and  which  cannot  be  attained  without 
the  aid  of  the  national  resources.  No  one  will 
denv,  that  the  commerce  of  any  country  must  be 
badly  regulated,  in  which  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tion amounts  to  more  than  the  value  of  the  com- 
modity ;  such,  however,  is  the  fact  in  many  parts 
of  this  country,  and  it  is  equally  true,  that  the  com- 
munication between  different  sections  of  this  Union 
consumes  as  much  time  in  its  performance,  and  is 
exposed  to  equal  perils,  as  a  voyage  to  many  parts 
of  Europe.  No  one  can  be  insensible  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  providing  and  facilitating  the  intercourse 
between  the  Western  and  Atlantic  sections  of  the 
country,  and  between  the  Northern  and  Sotitbern 
points  of  the  latter ;  an  intercourse  at  present  in- 
terrupted and  obstructed  by  natural  impediments, 
insurmountable  without  our  aid,  and  amounting, 
in  a  period  of  war  especially,  to  an  almost  abso- 
lute interdiction. 

I  will  take  leave  also,  sir,  before  I  conclude,  to 
suggest  one  other  mode,  bv  which  the  aid  of  the 
General  Government  may  oe  given  to  internal  im- 
provements, which  isj  it  appears  to  me,  entirely  un- 
susceptible of  any  objection  on  the  score  of  power 
or  right ;  and  that  is,  by  a  loan  of  money  on  inter- 
est, or  by  the  purchase  of  stock  in  companies  in- 
corporated under  the  authority  of  one  or  more 
States.    We  have  certainly  the  right  of  managing 
our  own  funds,  in  a  financial  point  of  view,  in  any 
manner  we  may  think  best,  and  it  surely  cannot 
be  unwise  so  to  manage  them,  as  most  effectually 
to  contribute  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
the  people.    No  one  can  deny  our  power  to  pur- 
chase and  hold  stock}  we  have  purchased  bank 
stock,  and  at  this  moment  hold  it  to  a  large  amount. 
If  we  can  purchase  bank  stock,  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  a  purchase  of  canal  or  road  stock.    And 
if  the  value  of  such  stock  should  not  at  all  times 
be  equal  to  that  of  the  bank,  the  deficiency  would 
be  more  than  made  up  by  the  advantages,  which, 
in  other  respects,  would  be  produced  by  the  invest- 
ment. 
•     It  might  be  contended  with  great  propriety,  that 
this  would  be  the  most  wise  and  prudent  applica- 
tion of  the  national  resources  to  the  internal  im- 
provements of  the  country.    I  am,  myself,  of  the 
opinion,  it  would  be  the  most  economical.  If  such 
should  oecome  the  policy  of  the  Government,  it 
would  soon  be  aided  by  individual  enterprise,  and 
the  local  governments.    I  may  already  point  |^en- 
tlemen  to  one  of  the  greatest  national  objects 
which  can  be  presented  to  the  notice  of  this  Gov- 
ernment ;  I  mean  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
canal,  which  passes,  in  part,  through  my  own 
State,  and  to  which,  therefore,  I  may  feel  some 
partiality.     This  canal,  destined    to  unite  the 
waters  of  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  bays,  is 
the  principal. link  in  that  great  cham  of  internal 
communication  between  the  extreme  points  of  our 
Atlantic  frontier,  so  essential  to  all ,  the  commer^ 
cial  and  military  operations  of  the  country.    A 
company  for  the  aecompUshmeAt  of  thia  work  has 


already  been  incorporated,  by  the  States  of  Pnih 
sylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland.    The  |Mir- 
chase  of  stock  by  the  United  States  to  a  ieas<»s- 
ble  amount,  would  insure  the  completioa  of  tbe 
work,  after  which  the  interest  of  the  GoremincBt 
might  readily  be  disposed  of  at  little  if  toy  loai 
and  the  proceeds  employed  in  the  same  wir,  to 
the  aid  of  some  other  enterprise  of  great  nauonai 
interest.    There  would  be  no  State  rights  ionM 
by  such  an  (^>eration,  but,  on  the  contnrf,  tbe 
great  interests  of  this  community  would  be  esses- 
tially  promoted,  and  the  national  resources  aof- 
mented  beyond  the  power  of  calculation. 
When  Mr.  McLane  had  concluded — 
At  the  request  of  Mr.  Archeb,  of  Vtrgiaia,  tk 
Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and  lu4 
leave  to  sit  again. 


Wbdicbsoay,  January  28. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  MOh 
tary  Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  tbe 
claims  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  serviees  of 
militia  in  the  years  1793,  1793,  1794 ;  which  i^ 
port  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whdf 
House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Clsiou. 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senitt 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  C.  Boyd,* 
reported  the  same  without  amendment,  sod  \\a 
bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whok. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Vance,  i 
Ohio,  on  the  12th  instant,  was  tnken  up,  read 
considered,  modified,  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Ruohoedy  That  tbe  Committee  on  Kosds  sod  Ci- 
nals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  szpediencr  (if 
reporting  a  bill  appropriating  twenty  thousand  doUiis. 
to  be  expended  in  laying  out  and  opening  a  roadfhiB 
Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  to  tbe  Obi* 
State  Line,  where  the  road  from  Detroit  to  Fat 
Meigs  croeses  the  same. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Michaei. 
deceased,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henry,  it  was 
Besohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  PoetOflb 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  intotlMM' 
pediency  of  establishing  a  post  route  from  EddjvilW 
Kentucky,  by  Waidesboro,  to  Paris,  in  Tenne»ee. 

Upon  presenting  this  resolution,  Mr.  Hehrt  re> 
marxed  tnat  he  would  not  di^uise  the  fact  tUt  ^^ 
was  accompanied  by  a  petition  from  suodr^re 
spectable  inhabitants  of  Callaway  Coontjr,  Ka* 
tucky ;  but,  through  mistake,  it  was  addressed  t« 
the  Postmaster  Qeneral,  and  not  to  Coagto^ 
The  object  of  the  petition  was  to  esublish  a  oev 
post  route.  And,  as  the  Postmaster  General  had 
no  power  which  reached  the  case,  he  had  taktf 
the  liberty  of  introducing  the  subject  to  tbe  Ho0^ 
in  the  shape  of  a  resolution.  He  further  remarked 
that  this  was  the  first  time  the  people  from  wboa 
the  petition  came,  had  ever  had  a  voice  upon  t^ 
floor;  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  be  lodion 
to  greet  them  with  the  kindest  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoofc 
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;hat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
let  to  alter  the  tinaes  of  holding  the  District  Court 
It  Mobile,  in  the  District  of  Alabama ;"  also,  the 
'Rcsolntioo  in  relation  to  an  intended  visit  of  the 
tfarqais  De  Lafayette  to  the  United  States," 
vith  an  amendment  to  each.  The  Senate  hare 
ilso  passed  a  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land 
ilaims  in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  derived  from  the  Governments  of 
France  and  Spain;  in  which  amendments  and 
Bst  mentioned  bill  they  ask  the  ooneurrence  of 
bis  House. 

SURVFTS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Hemphill,  the  House  went 
ito  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
JnioD,  (Mr.  Foot  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  to 
rocure  the  necessary  plans,  estimates,  dbc.,  re* 
pectiog  roads  and  canals. 
Mr.  Archer  commenced  by  remarking  that  the 
ote  taken  in  the  House  would  have  prevented 
U  offering  any  observations  on  the  bill,  but  for 
ke  im])ression  authorized  bv  the  recommitment 
)at  a  farther  discussion  of  the  important  princi- 
le  it  presented  was  desired.  It  would  be  inj us- 
ee to  gentlemen  to  doubt  their  readiness  to  sac- 
fice  the  pride  of  contiistency  to  duty,  and  espe- 
ally  in  relation  to  a  subject  of  Constitutional 
)nstruction.  He  should  proceed,  therefore,  to 
ibmit  his  views  of  the  question,  in  confidence 
lat,  i[  he  could  succeed  in  producing  a  doubt  of 
le  Constitutional  competency  to  adopt  the  sys- 
tm  of  legislation  which  was  contemplated,  he 
iould  have  the  concurrence  of  the  Committee  in 
le  rejection  of  the  bill,  which  was  the  incipient 
leasure  of  this  system  of  legislation. 
Adverting  to  the  argument  derived  from  the 
Dportance  of  works  of  internal  improvement  to 
itional  prosperity,  Mr»  A.  went  on  to  say  that 
!  forbore  any  objection  to  its  relevancy  or  fair- 
^,  though  an  array  of  topics  of  seduction  could 
>t  be  considered  as  either  relevant  or  fair  in  a 
onstitutional  inquiry,  because  he  had  an  objec- 
)a  of  still  more  decisive  character  to  state  to  it. 
5  respected  the  importance  of  these  improve- 
ents,  indeed,  there  existed,  in  point  of  fact,  no 
versity  of  opinion,  the  adversaries  of  the  bill  en- 
rtaining  as  just  an  appreciation  of  their  value, 
kd  as  earnest  a  desire  to  witness  their  advance- 
ent  in  all  modes  not  liable  to  insuperable  objec- 
)n,  as  its  advocates  could  do.  But  Mr.  A.  de- 
ed that  the  effect  of  the  recognition  of  a  power 
this  Government  over  the  subject  would  be  to 
hi>erve,  but  maintained,  on  the  contrary,  that  it 
[>uld  obstruct  the  advance  of  tliese  improve- 
enu.  The  only  advantage  would  relate  to  the 
ceJeration  of  the  accomplishment  of  some  of  the 
ore  important  objects  of  improvement.  But 
hat  would  be  the  countervailing  efiect,  the  price 
this  advantage  7  Gentlemen  could  not  be  blind 
ther  to  its  reality  or  importance.  It  was  the  en- 
t  suspension  of  the  faculties  of  the  State  gov* 
nments  in  this  respect.  The  promise  of  the  sys- 
u  in  the  hands  of  this  Government,  it  was  to 
remembered,  was  general.  It  would  be  found, 
deed,  susceptible  of  only  a  very  partial  realiza- 


tion. Bat  the  expectation  authorized  was  indefi- 
nite. Every  step,  too^  in  the  advance  of  the  sys- 
tem must  add  to  the  number  and  the  force  of  the 
claims  to  its  extension.  What,  in  these  circum- 
stances, was  to  be  the  policy  of  the  State  govern- 
ments ?  Were  they  to  go  on  in  what  might  prove 
gratuitous  expense  on  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, or  to  wait  the  course  of  the  dispensation  of 
the  advantages  of  the  system  in  the  hands  of  the 
Greneral  (Government  ?  Both  the  promises  of  the 
system  and  the  claim  resulting  from  participation 
in  its  expense,  must  determine  them  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  latter  of  these  alternatives.  The  mo« 
tives,  if  not  the  reasons,  to  this  course,  were  too 
forcible  to  be  resisted.  Then  the  question  be- 
came^  said  Mr.  A.,  not  one  of  the  coneurrent  or 
avxihary  jurisdiction  of  this  Government  over 
the  subject  of  internal  improvements,  but  of  its 
preference  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  govern- 
ments, in  reference  to  practical  effect,  and  a 
view  of  the  expediency  connected  with  the  sub* 
ject,  it  was  a  question  of  the  propriety  of  the 
transfer  of  the  jurisdiction  from  tne  State  author- 
ities to  the  general  authority.  And  would  there 
be  a  real  expediency  in  this,  or  would  injury  re- 
sult from  it  i  The  Gkneral  Government  was  said 
to  possess  the  advantage  of  superior  resources. 
But  was  this  advantage  real  ?  If  the  resources  of 
the  General  Government  were  larger,  was  not  the 
disparity  of  its  occasions  of  expense,  and  of  the 
pobability  of  future  demand  on  these  resources, 
m  the  full  proportion  of  the  disparity  of  their 
amount?  The  occasions  discovered  for  expense 
had  been  said  to  keep  pace  with  the  extension  of 
resources  in  the  progress  of  all  Governments.  It 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  their  history  would 
exhibit 41  more  favorable  character  in  this  respect 
in  future.  But  did  not  the  inference  from  this 
remark  apply  with  peculiar  force  where  political 
functions  were  distributed  between  a  General  and 
State  governments  to  that  to  which  the  charge  of 
external  interests  and  relations  was  confided? 
The  amount  of  public  debt  continued  little  short 
of  an  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  Was  not  the 
process  of  its  extinction  to  be  regarded  as  a  suffi- 
cient claim  on  the  national  resources,  till  the  oc- 
currence of  future  demands  in  the  progress  of 
national  viciisitade  1 

But  admitting  ttie  advantages  of  the  superior 
resources  of  the  General  Grovernment,  did  not 
each  of  the  respective  governments  derive  its  re- 
sources for  all  objects  of  expense  from  a  common 
fund  of  some  form  of  direct  or  indirect  taxation  of 
the  people  ?  The  taxation  then  required  for  the 
attainment  of  an  object  in  the  hands  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  had  only  to  be  remitted  if  the 
object  were  best  confided  to  the  State  govern- 
ments, and  the  advantage  of  superior  resources  on 
the  part  of  the  General  Government  disappeared. 
There  were  advantages,  moreover,  of  no  unim- 
portant character  as  related  to  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion, which  would  result  from  the  transfer  of 
the  office  of  taxation  to  the  State  governments. 
Each  quarter  of  the  country  would  contribute  to 
the  object  in  the  proportion  of  its  interest.  There 
would  be  no  taxation  for  objects,  in  the  intereati 
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of  which  there  was  do  participation.  There  woald 
be  no  inequitable  application  of  general  funds  to 
purposes  of  local  and  particular  advantage.  A 
farther  advantage  would  result  from  the  subject 
beinff  confided  to  the  State  governments.  There 
would  be  no  gross  mistakes  as  respected  the  se- 
lection of  objects  of  improvement.  The  knowl- 
edge derived  from  contiguity  of  residence  and  in- 
terest—-the  fear  of  expense,  disproportioned  tathe 
value  of  objects — would  be  a  sufficient  safeguard 
in  this  respect.  This  distant  government,  remote 
from  the  sources  of  knowledge,  and  occupied  with 
a  mass  of  engrossing  and  unrelated  concerns, 
could  neither  have  opportunities  of  adequate  in- 
formation, nor  be  subject  to  the  influence  of  com- 
petent restraint,  as  respected  the  application  of 
Its  expenditures.  The  State  governments,  with 
better  means  of  judging  of  the  practicability,  the 
advantage  and  the  expense  of  projects  of  improve- 
ment, were  under  a  more  direct  check,  as  respect- 
ed the  application  of  money  for  their  accomplish- 
ment. 

These  Qovernments  were  liable,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, to  a  more  direct  influence  of  this 
kind,  from  the  nearer  and  more  obvious  relation 
to  the  sensibility,  as  well  as  to  the  observation  of 
the  people,  of  the  methods  by  which  their  money 
was  derived.  It  was,  besides,  a  proposition  founded 
in  undoubted  principles  of  reason,  that  a  local  au- 
thority was  better  fitted  for  the  conduct  of  opera- 
tions requiring  a  minute  exertion  of  supervision 
and  care  in  their  execution,  than  a  more  distant 
and  general  authority  could  be.  There  was  a 
less  liability,  necessarily,  to  error,  and  to  abuses 
and  profusion,  as  res|>ected  the  expenditure  of 
mosey.  Public  authority  was  little  ntted  for  the 
management  of  such  operations  at  best,  and  the 
more  remote  the  seat,  and  general  the  character 
of  the  authority,  the  stronger  was  the  application 
of  the  remark.  The  State  ffovernments  would,  in  a 
far  greater  degree,  be  less  liable  than  the  General 
Government  to  embark  in  projects  of  improve- 
ment, which  would  afibrd  inadequate  returns  on 
the  capital  invested ;  and  this  was  after  all  the 
test  of  the  general,  as  it  was  of  the  particular  ad- 
vantage of  undertakings  of  this  description.  The 
(^tleman  from  PeDnsyl7ania,indeed.w  ho  brought 
in  the  bill,  (Mr.  Hemphill,)  had  pushed  his  argu- 


for  it;  and  he  was  in  favor  of  retaining  over  the 
subject  of  internal  improvement  the  jurisdiction 
of  that  authority  by  which  the  test  was  most  likely 
to  be  applied  and  respected.  The  State  govern- 
ments were  not  only  best  qualified,  from  the  con- 
siderations which  had  been  stated,  for  the  exer- 
cise of  the  jurisdiction,  but  the  General  Gk)vern- 
ment  labored  under  absolute  disqualification  for  it. 
How  was  it  possible  for  this  Government,  in  re- 
mote extremities  of  the  Union,  in  Missouri  or 
Louisiana,  to  discriminate,  advantageously,  the 
objects  and  sites  of  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, or  to  exert  a  safe  and  economical  superin- 
tendence over  the  various  and  complicated  sub- 
jects of  their  execution,  administration,  and  pre- 


servation ?  Nor  did  the  inevifiible  iosoffideDcy 
and  unskilfulness  of  its  exercise  form  the  nu^t 
decisive  objection  to  this  function  in  the  Gorem- 
ment  of  the  Union.  It  was  easy  to  perceive,  that, 
in  the  absence  of  adequate  knowledge  tod  sym- 
pathy with  the  interests  to  be  eflfected,  coQsiden- 
tions  of  very  different  character  would  osorptlKir 
place  and  determine  the  character  of  the  exercue 
of  the  function.  It  was  easy  to  perceive  that  ail 
the  evil  influences  which  belonged  to  freehand 
those  which  were  peculiar  to  Federal  Gorera- 
ment,  temporary  excitements,  party  feelings,  local 
interests,  views  derived  from  relation  to  tbe  prob- 
able results  of  elections  for  the  Presidency,  wooid 
have  an  unrestricted  scope  A>r  operatioD.  Au- 
thority, then,  on  the  part  of  the  Greoeral  Gorern- 
ment,  over  the  subject  of  internal  improTemeni, 
was  neither  conducive  to  the  advaneement  of  its 
interests,  nor  in  any  view  desirable. 

But,  was  the  authority  confided?  This  wis 
the  inquiry  properly  engaging  attention  in  tbe 
discussion,  and  to  which  Mr.  A.  proceeded  to  ad- 
dress himself.  The  first  remark  which  it  suggested 
arose  from  the  fkct  of  the  omission  of  all  uTosioB 
to  tbe  subject  of  the  power  in  the  discassioos  of 
equally  laiqge  and  various  character  which  iotro- 
duced  the  Constitution.  There  were  the  stroogRt 
motives  to  this  allusion,  if  the  existence  of  the 
power  had  been  contemplated  on  the  part  both  of 
the  friends  and  the  adversaries  of  the  adoption  cf 
the  Constitution.  The  advocates  would  have 
found  a  topic  of  eulogy  in  the  supposed  beneficial 
character  of  the  operation  of  the  power ;  and  their 
adversaries  a  subject  not  less  fruitful  of  reproach 
in  its  encroachment  on  the  reserve  of  municipal 
authority  to  the  States.  Yet,  as  far  as  Mr.  A. 
was  advised,  neither  zeal  nor  jodousy,  nor  the 
sagacity  of  the  lar^st  speculative  discussion,  had 
indulged  any  surmise  of  the  concession  of  such  a 
power.  The  inference,  from  omission  of  a  char- 
acter so  peculiar,  was  too  decisive  to  be  resisted. 
For  the  source  of  the  omission,  indeed,  it  vas 
easy  to  account  It  was  to  be  found  in  the  want 
of  afllnity  of  the  power  to  the  character  oi  the 
Government.  To  the  character  of  a  league  of 
association  like  the  old  Confederation,  a  pove 
like  this,  acting  by  a  distributive  mode  of  opera- 
tion, on  the  particular  and  several  interests  of  the 
girties  to  the  association,  was  not  uncongenial 
ut  the  principal  design  of  the  change  to  a  more 
social  character  of  the  Grovemment  was  to  sajier- 
sede  this  mode  of  the  operation  or  its  authoritj, 
by  one  which,  in  form  as  well  as  object,  should 
be  national;  that  is  to  say,  adapted  to  the  charac- 
ter of  an  inte^pid  community.  In  tbe  existirig 
form  of  the  national  authority,  there  remained  do 
warrant  for  its  exertion  in  any  other  mode.  The 
sources  of  this  authority,  and  the  modes  of  its  or> 

fanization,  continued  to  be  principally  Federal 
ut  its  operation  was  relative,  exclusiveif,  to  the 
Union,  as  a  distinct,  independent,  inte^l  coiOj 
monity.  A  power  over  tne  subject  of  internal 
improvement,  exerted  by  the  General  Gotero- 
ment,  could  not  sustain  this  test  of  national  op- 
eration. No  work  of  improvement,  answering  J 
I  the  description  of  internal,  affected  the  interests  of 
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Id  the  local  Government,  whose  laws  and  aachor- 
ity  would,  in  most  instances,  be  adequate  to  all 
the  purposes  of  protection  and  security.  Sir,  all 
the  custom-houses  which  have  been  built  by  the 
Qeneral  Grovernment,  and  sites  on  which  they 
are  erected,  are  precisely  in  this  situation,  and  no 
jurisdiction  has  ever  been  required  by  the  United 
States,  ur  ceded  by  the  States  in  which  they  are 
located. 

Besides,  sir,  the  fifth  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution provides  that  we  shall  not  take  private  pro- 
perty for  public  use,  without  making  just  compen- 
sation. The  implication  here  is  clear,  that  we 
have  the  authority  to  apply  private  property  to 
public  use,  making  iust  compensation  ;  lor  such 
a  provision  would  have  been  entirely  useless,  if 
we  could  only  purchase  with  the  consent  of  a 
State,  who  would  be  at  liberty  to  stipulate  its 
own  terms. 

If,  then,  sir,  we  may  erect  forts  and  other  works 
for  defence:  and  purchase  land  for  this  purpose, 
as  ordinarily  and  naturally  incident  to  the  mili- 
tary power  of  the  Grovernment,  wh3r  may  we  not 
acquire  land  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads  and 
canals,  if  they  be  ordinarily  and  naturally  inci- 
dent to  some  other  general  power  ?  Suppose  us 
to  acquire  land  by  purchase,  for  this  purpose, 
where  is  the  interference  with  the  State  author- 
ity? The  owner  of  the  soil  may  make  a  road 
over  his  own  premises,  without  permission  of  the 
local  government ;  and  so  may  a  company  of  indi- 
Tiduals,  if  they  please  to  for^o  the  advantages 
for  which  acts  of  incorporation  are  usually  de- 
sired. But,  sup^MMe  us  to  acquire  property  for  a 
similar  purpose  m  any  other  way :  we  should  not 
absolutely  require  the  jurisdiction.  Our  acquisi- 
tion and  property  would  be  equally  protected  by 
the  local  municipality,  which,  I  insist,  however, 
could  never  interfere  with  our  conservative  power. 

In  the  agricultural  power  similar  incidents  re- 
sult; and,  in  the  execution  of  this  duty,  every 
good  Government  not  only  exerts  its  means  to 
provide  and  regulate  the  labor  with  which  it  is 
carried  on,  but  may,  if  it  think  proper,  provide 
public  stores,  and  granaries,  and  a  multitude  of 
other  facilities  necessary  to  its  good  management. 

This  power  I  admit  to  be  exclusively  with  the 
States ;  but  the  commercial  power  "  among  the 
Slates"  is  as  certainly  in  the  Qeneral  Qovern- 
ment — and  I  ask  why  we  may  not  employ  the 
ordinary  means  for  its  regulation  ? 

I  have  said  that  roads  and  canals  are  amone 
the  ordinary  and  natural  facilities  of  commercial 
intercourse.  I  now  contend,  sir,  that  they  are  uni- 
formly treated  and  employed  as  such  by  every 
^vernment  in  the  exercise  of  its  commercial 
power.  There  is  no  writer  upon  political  econo- 
tny  and  the  duties  of  nations  who  does  not  con- 
sider them  so.  Adam  Smith  treats  them  as  the 
ordinary  instruments  of  commercial  regulation ; 
>od  Vattel,  in  his  exposition  of  the  duties  of  a 
Government  to  itself,  m  the  execution  of  its  com- 
mercial power,  remarks:  "the  use  of  highways, 
bridges,  canals,  and,  in  a  word,  of  all  safe  and 
commodious  ways  of  communication,  cannot  be 
doubted.    They  facilitate  the  trade  between  one 


place  and  another,  and  render  the  conveyance  of 
merchandise  less  expensive  as  well  as  more  sure 
and  easv.  France  and  Holland  have  daily  found 
the  truth  of  this  bv  happy  experience.  One  of  the 
principal  things  that  ought  to  employ  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  with  respect  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  public  in  ffeneral,  and  of  trade  in  par- 
ticular, must,  then,  relate  to  the  highways,  canals,, 
dw;.,  in  which  nothing  ought  to  he  neglected  ta 
render  them  safe  and  commodious.  The  whole 
nation  ought,  doubtless,  to  contribute  to  such  use- 
ful undertakings. 

Can  it  be  doubted,  then,  sir^  that  roads  and 
canals  are  not  independent  objects  of  Grovern- 
ment, but  are  among  the  natural  means  of  effectu- 
ating the  commercial  power  ?  For  what  purpose 
are  such  improvements  made  by  any  nation  but  to 
facilitate  commercial  intercourse  ?  Can  it  be  car- 
ried on  without  them  ?  What  nation  makes  roads 
lor  pastime,  or  as  monuments  of  useless  expendi- 
ture, or  digs  canals  for  no  other  purposes  than  to 
mingle  the  waters  of  distant  streams  ?  For  what 
purpose  does  any  single  State  in  this  Union  make 
roads  and  canals  between  different  parts  of  its  ter- 
ritory, but  to  afford  facilities  to  its  commerce? 
And,  if  an  individual  State  can  make  a  State  or 
county  road,  for  the  purpose  of  its  own  internal 
commerce,  and  as  a  necessary  means  of  its  wise  reg- 
ulation, may  not  this  Govern  men  t  make  a  United 
States  road,  as  the  means  of  regulating  the  com- 
merce of  this  extensive  Union  ?  Is  this  Govern- 
ment to  be  clothed  with  ereater  powers,  but  less 
means  of  executing  them  7  Has  this  great  nation 
been  organized  with  the  dimensions  of  a  giant  to 
handle  the  instruments  of  a  pigmy  7  Sir,  are  we 
not  to  suppose  that,  when  the  framers  of  our  Consti- 
tution vested  us  with  the  commercial  power,  they 
knew  and  understood  the  means  which  every  other 
Grovernment  ordinarily  employed  in  its  execution  ? 
And,  if  they  did,must  we  not  conclude  they  designed 
that  we  should  exert  them  ?  I  will  not  press  this 
part  of  the  subject  further,  sir.  I  leave  it  to  the 
reflection  of  the  Committee  and  the  nation,  and 
shall  be  content  with  their  judgment. 

I  intended,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  McLanb, 
when  I  rose  to  address  the  Committee,  to  have 
offered  some  considerations  as  to  the  propriety  of  % 
our  exercising  the  power  now  claimed;  but  the 
state  of  my  own  strength  admonishes  me  that  I 
have  already  trespassed  too  long  upon  the  patience 
of  others,  and  1  will  therefore  pass  over  this  part  of 
the  subiect,  with  a  very  few  general  observations, 

I  feel  no  inclination  rashly  or  lightly  to  resort  to 
the  exercise  of  this  power,  or  to  exercise  it  in  any 
case  in  which  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the 
community  do  not  imperiously  require  it.  The 
present  bill  proposes  merely  to  procure  informa- 
tion ;  the  use  we  shall  make  of  it  will  be  the  sub- 
ject of  future  deliberation. 

I  am  free  to  say,  that,  in  general,  the  objects  of 
this  power  will  be  better  accomplished  by  allow- 
ing individual  enterprise,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
State  governments,  to  take  the  lead,  and  I  should 
be  disposed,  on  all  occasions,  to  confine  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Greneral  Government  to  objects  of 
a  purely  national  character,  and  such  as  woold 
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skoold  be  varied  as  occasion  might  demand,  till  | 
correctness  were  attained.  Neither  did  precedent 
exert  an  operation  on  questions  of  the  validity  of 
the  exercise  of  power.  These  were  submitted  to 
the  authority  oi  conviction  only.  The  subjects 
submitted  to  precedent,  related  to  the  exercise  of 
opinion  or  judgment ;  but  questions  involving  an 
apfdication  of  moral  principle,  like  that  of  the 
just  fulfilment  or  abase  of  a  trust  of  power,  though 
they  did  not  exclude  advice,  refused  a  submission 
to  positive  authority. 

It  had  also  been  supposed,  that  the  consent  of 
the  States  in  which  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment were  to  be  executed,  might  supply  any  de- 
feet  of  the  aathority  of  the  General  Government 
But  it  was  to  be  remembered,  that  the  concurrence 
of  all  the  States  had  been  requisite  to  give  form 
to  the  federal  compact.  A  power,  then,  could  not 
be  admitted  in  single  States,  to  vary  arrangements 
to  which  the  concurrence  of  all  had  been  neces- 
sary, and  in  which  the  interest  was  common. 
The  abuses  liable  to  flow  from  such  a  doctrine 
were  obvious.  There  was  no  limit  to  the  enlaige* 
ment  of  jurisdiction  it  might  involve,  or  the  pui^ 
poses  to  which  this  enlargement  was  susceptible 
of  employment. 

There  could  be  no  other  source,  then,  of  the 
power,  than  just  exposition  of  the  parts  of  the 
Constttotlon  which  were  supposed  to  have  rela- 
tion to  the  grant  of  it.  These,  Mr.  A.  proceeded 
to  examine.  The  first  clause  to  which  attention 
had  been  attracted,  ^by  the  Speaker,)  was  that 
conveying  authority  "to  establish  post  offices  and 
post  roads."  Mr.  A.  thought  that,  in  relation  to 
this  part  of  the  subject,  the  Speaker  had  failed, 
(not  from  any  intention,  certainly,)  in  treating 
loirly  the  argument  of  his  colleague,  TMr.  Bab- 
BOUR,)  who  opened  the  debate  on  the  present 
motion.  He  (the  Speaker)  had  supposed  (incor-' 
reetly)  that  his  colleague  had  interpreted  the  word 
"  establish  "  in  the  sense  of  the  word  adopt ;  and 
the  remark  was  perfectly  just,  that  this  interpre- 
tation was  neither  warranted  by  the  nroper  im- 
port, nor  would  stand  the  test  of  application  to 
other  parts  of  the  Constitution  in  which  the  ex- 
pression was  employed.  It  was  both  nearer  to 
the  true  import,  however,  and  better  fitted  to 
stand  the  test  of  this  application  than  the  import 
wliich  the  Speaker  had  suggested,  which  was  the 
sense  of  the  word  '* build"  or  "construct."  It 
would  be  found,  on  examination,  that  the  word 
never  had  any  signification  of  this  kind ;  and  how 
would  it  bear  application  in  this  sense  to  other 
parts  of  the  Constitution  ?  Were  we  at  liberty  to 
read,  in  the  preamble,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  ''in  order  to  construct  justice," 
had  "ordained  and  constructed"  this  Constitu- 
tion for  the  United  States?  Would  it  be  a  proper 
employment  of  language  to  say,  that  Congress  had 
power  to  ''  construct "  a  uniform  rule  of  naturali- 
zation, and  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
roptcy,  dbc.?  The  explanation  of  the  whole 
difficulty  in  relation  to  this  word  "establish," 
was  aflforded  by  the -fact  that  it  presented  in  differ- 
ent modes  of  its  employment  an  apparent  variety 
of  import,  derived  from  the^difieffcnt  character  ik 


the  su bjects  of  its  application.  The  reil  di  venity, 
however,  would  be  found  to  rder  not  to  the  im- 
port, but  to  the  application.  The  word  wonld  be 
found  to  have  a  signifieatioo  which  was  invaria- 
ble, and  which  was  always  abstract,  as  respected 
the  idea  which  it  conveyed.  It  was  never  ex- 
pressive of  a  form  of  physical  action,  even  in  casa 
m  which  it  had  a  proper  application  to  subjects  of 
a  physical  description*  It  never  bad,  therefore, 
the  sense  of  "  baitd,"  or  "  construct."  lis  proper 
import  was  that  expressed  by  the  word  issntoie. 
It  meant,  always,  as  had  been  supposed,  (by  the 
Speaker,)  erso^&n,  but  the  creation  of  an  aktraet 
immaterial  subject,  or  attribute,  never  of  a  form 
or  character  of  physical  existence.  Thus,  in  the 
P|reamble  of  the  Constitution,  ^to  establish  JQs- 
tiee,"  referred  to  the  institution  of  an  abstract 
character  of  stability, as  respected  civil  regolatioos 
for  the  enforcement  of  justice.  To  "estabHah 
this  Constitution,"  in  the  same  place,  referred  not  to 
the  institution  of  the  physical  form  or  preparatioB 
of  the  Constitution,  but  of  its  abstract  character 
of  uniformity  in  relation  to  the  subjects  of  nato- 
ralization  and  bankruptcy.  In  the  application  of 
the  word  to  physical  subjects,  it  retained  the  same 
character  of  presenting  an  abstract  conception,  as 
well  as  the  same  creative  import,  it  continued 
to  imply  creation,  or  institution,  but  of  an  incor^ 
poreai  quality,  character,  or  attribute,  communi- 
cated to  the  subject  of  its  application,  and  not  of 
any  material  change  or  form  operated  on  the 
physical  substance  of  this  subject.  Thus,  though 
It  would  not  be  proper  to  speak  of  establisbiDg  & 
House,  in  the  sense  of  physical  construction,  it 
was  proper  to  use  this  expression  in  the  sense  of 
communicating  to  the  House  a  particidar  quality, 
function,  or  character.  It  was  proper  to  speak  of 
establishing  a  house  of  public  entertainment, « 
store,  an  office,  a  manufactory.  When  tbe  wofd 
establish  was  employed  in  reference  to  a  road,  it 
would  be  foimd  that  relation  was  uniformly  m 
to  the  exertion  of  public  authority,  the  legisiatire, 
or  other  act  by  which  the  road  was  directed,  and 
not  the  act  of  its  physical  execution.  A  rosd 
was  opened^  made,  or  constructed,  subsequenilf 
to,  and  in  virtue  of,  the  act  of  authority  by  wkick 
it  was  established.  This  explanation  of  the  tenn. 
rendered  entirely  intelligible  its  employment  iA 
the  clause  under  review.  Congress  had  aatboritf 
to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,  that  is  to 
say,  to  institute  or  authorize  a  particular  artifieiii 
function,  which  had  no  necessary  relation  to 
houses,  but  might  be  exerted,  independentlf  of 
their  use  or  existence,  in  rdation  to  the  dismbe- 
tion  of  intelligence;  and  to  institute,  in  rebtioB 
to  such  of  the  roads  of  the  country  as  migbt  be 
sdeeted  for  the  purpose,  the  characttf  of  serrinf 
as  the  routes  of  the  transportation  of  this  isteUi* 
gence.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  right,  and  of 
the  incidental  jurisdiction  involved  by  reasonable 
construction  in  the  grant  of  such  a  power?  Mani- 
festly a  right  of  usufruct  or  way,  only,  witk  11^ 
ordinary  incidents.  And  what  were  these?  I|^ 
they  comprehend  any  control  or  authority  to  u^ 
termeddle,  even  for  the  purposes  of  lejpatr,  vitt 
the  soil,  to  which  the  right  attached  ?   Mr.  A- 
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appealed  to  every  lawyer  for  the  separable  ehar- 
acter  of  the  right,  from  any  aathority  of  this  kind, 
in  ordinary  legal  acceptation.  What,  then,  it 
might  be  inquired,  was  the  remedy  for  obstnictioa 
of  it  ?  The  answer  was,  remoTal  of  the  obstruc- 
tion, or  action  for  the  injury.  And  the  only  differ* 
eoce  Ixtweett  the  Gk>Ternment  and  an  individual 
eojoying  a  right  of  this  description,  in  this  respect, 
resalted  from  the  circamstance  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  having  in  its  own  hand  the  application  of 
the  remedy.  Penal  legislation  might,  indeed,  be 
superadded  la  either  case.  And  to  the  sofliciency 
of  this  guarantee  no  objection  could  be  made,  as 
it  was  that  on  which  public  authority  had  to  rely 
in  all  its  operations. 

The  construction  which  had  been  stated,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  clause  of  the  Constitution,  derived  the 
strongest  confirmation  from  the  inference  sug- 
gested by  the  clause,  conveying  an  exclusive  au- 
thority over  the  sites  purchased,  with  consent  of 
the  States,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  dock  yards, 
and  other  needful  buildings,  dbc.  There  could  be 
no  question  that  authority  to  execute  these  con- 
structions, passed,  without  expression,  in  virtue  of 
the  military  and  commercial  powers  of  the  Qov- 
ernment.  A  power  to  make  and  maintain  war, 
must  carry  with  it  a  power  to  erect  forts,  dbc.,  as 
a  power  over  commerce  must  that  of  constructing 
dock  yards,  &e.  Yet  an  express  grant  had  been 
thought  necessary,  to  «uthonze  the  purchase  of 
the  sites  of  these  constructions,  and  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  them.  How,  then,  could  it  be  con- 
eeived  that  a  capacity  of  purchase  and  jurisdiction 
had  been  intended,  in  relation  to  the  post  roads  of 
the  country,  extending  already  to  eighty  thousand 
miles,  and  susceptible  of  a  fbrther  extension  which 
was  illimitable  ?  Mr.  A.  could  not  perceive  how 
the  inference  from  this  source  was  to  be  resisted. 

fiot,  let  the  langaa^  in  relation  to  the  power 
of  establishing  post  omces  and  post  roads,  be  con- 
ceded to  be  doubtful — the  next  resort^  in  construc- 
tion, was,  to  the  objects  of  the  Constitution.  Was 
the  execution  of  a  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment in  the  number  of  these  objects?  Was  it  an 
object  of  proper  federal  character?  All  objects 
of  political  authority  were  not  appropriate  to  a 
federal  fonn*  If  they  were,  there  was  no  distinc- 
tion between  this  form  and  any  other.  Which, 
then,  did  belong  to  it?  Buch  only  as  could  not 
be  as  effiectoally  attained,  independently  of  the  in- 
stitution. Which  were  these?  They  could  not 
be  any  of  a  class  relative  to  interior  administration 
and  TOlioe.  These  were  supervised  most  effectu- 
ally by  local  authority.  They  must  be  relative, 
then,  to  interests  of  external  character.  It  was 
not  meant  to  be  contended  that  there  was  no  mu- 
oicipai  authority  appropriate  to  this  Government. 
There  were  powers  of  this  class  in  the  express 
grant  of  the  Constitution,  those  which  had  been 
referred  to  by  the  Speaker.  The  expression  of 
these,  proved  that  they  would  not  have  passed 
without  expression.  There  were  powers  of  this 
clas8,  however,  of  constructive  character.  Every 
form  of  authority  must  be  enabled  to  operate  for 
the  attainment  of  its  proper  ends.  Such  exer- 
cises, therefore,  of  an  mcidental  jurisdiction,  as 


were  essential  to  this  purpose,  must  be  conceded 
to  belong  to  it.  But,  to  warrant  the  exercise  of 
power  in  this  mode,  the  end  must  be  admitted, 
and  the  relation  to  it  be  essential.  It  was  not  suf- 
ficient that  the  jurisdiction  had  a  general  relation* 
to  expediency.  But  no  one  would  contend  that  a 
jurisdiction  over  objects  of  internal  improvement, 
had  any  relation  ofmore  intimate  character  than 
one  of  expediency,  as  respected  the  social  condi- 
tion of  the  Union.  Their  execution  had  not  been 
made  an  object  of  express  jurisdiction,  though 
other  objects  belonging  to  the  same  municipal 
character,  and  not  more  obvious  to  remark  in 
their  relation  to  ^neral  prosperity,  had  been  made 
the  subjects  of  this  express  jurisdiction.  The  j«- 
risdiction  over  the  subjects  of  naturalization  and 
iMinkrupteics,  the  coinmg  of  money,  the  progress 
of  science  and  useful  arts,  were  examples.  Works 
of  internal  improvement  conduced  to  national 
prosperity.  Be  it  so.  But  the  Qovemment  could 
pursue,  without  their  aid,  with  uncontested  effect, 
jts  march  to  its  admitted  ends.  Then,  a  jurisdic- 
tion, on  this  subject,  was  not  to  be  admitted,  or  it 
could  only  be  achieved  by  the  application  of  an 
instrument  of  construction,  to  the  force  of  whieh 
no  control  could  be  applied.  The  o^ects  of  the 
Government  afford  the  test  of  doubtnil  jurisdic- 
tion ;  but,  object  of  proper  federal  character  ex- 
cluded, it  had  appeared,  interference  with  conoems 
of  inferior  police.  The  relation,  however,  of  in- 
ternal improvements,  to  this  class  of  concerns, 
could  not  be  contested.  The  relation  appeared 
from  the  mere  name.  It  was  at  the  point  of  ter- 
mination of  the  province  of  this  description  of  ob- 
jects, that  the  region  commenced,  which  afforded 
the  proper  scope  of  the  exercise  of  thr  general  au- 
thority. As  respected  any  relation  which  im- 
provements, of  analogous  character  to  roads  and 
canals,  from  their  connexion  with  external  inter- 
ests, might  have  with  the  question,  the  considera- 
tion of  them  would  fall  under  the  succeeding 
branch  of  the  discussion. 

And  this  consideration  brought  Mr.  A.  to  the 
examination  of  the  second  source  which  had  been 
assigned  to  the  power,  the  authority  of  Congress 
to  ^^  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations  and 
among  the  several  Sutes,"  dkc.  The  want  of  any 
proper  relation  between  the  regulation  of  com- 
merce and  the  construction  of  its  physical  chan- 
nels, had  been  insisted  on  by  his  colleague  who 
opened  the  debate.  But,  let  it  be  admitted  that  a 
full  power  of  legislation  was  intended.  Stilt,  the 
power  could  not  have  an  extent  wider  than  its 
subject.  And  what  was  the  subject?  Not  all 
commerce,  as  his  friend  from  Delaware  (Mr. 
McLang)  had  assumed.  [Mr.  McL.  explained.] 
Mr.  A.  received  with  pleasure  from  his  friend 
explanations  which  might  lead  to  union  of  their 
opinions.  In  the  present  instance,  however,  it 
did  not  avail  to  that  effect.  The  power  conceded 
was  over  foreign  commerce  only,  and  that  be- 
tween the  Suites,  ^. — ^that  is  to  say,  over  the 
commerce  onlv,  which  was  external  to  the  proper 
jurisdiction  of  the  States.  The  facilities,  there^ 
fore,  which  there  could  be  competency  to  intro- 
duce^ most  relate  exclusively  to  this  description  of 
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commerce.  But  the  improrements  cootemplated, 
roads  and  canals,  were  facilities  appropriate  to  in- 
ternal not  external  commerce.  A  control  over 
them,  then,  did  not  pass. 

The  relation  being  to  external  commerce,  facil- 
ities having  real  relation  to  this  character  of 
commerce,  were  embraced  by  the  power.  The 
cases  which,  as  supposed  to  create  the  greatest 
difficulty,  had  been  referred  to  with  the  most  tri- 
umph, were  embraced.  The  constructions  on  the 
great  estuaries  and  the  ocean,  were  embraced. 
The  objects  of  improvement,  which,  as  falling 
without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States,  had  been 
said  to  require  compacts  among  States  for  their 
accomplishment,  if  there  were  any  such,  would 
be  embraced.  Facilities  of  the  character  referred 
to,  would,  moreover,  be  exempt  from  the  objection 
incident  to  the  improvements  proposed,  of  want- 
ing a  character  of  nationality.  They  would  ex- 
hibit a  proper  correspondence  to  the  test  of  con- 
nexion with  the  interests  of  the  Union,  as  a  sepa- 
rate community.  As  related  to  the  interrogatory 
(of  the  Speaker,)  whether  our  power  to  dispense 
the  form  of  advantage  in  question,  was  confined 
to  the  sea,  and  excluded  from  the  land,  the  answer 
was,  that  the  jurisdiction  proper  to  the  land  in  this 
respect,  was  confided  to  a  difierent,  and  in  refer- 
ence to  this  particular  subject,  a  more  competent 
authority. 

Supposing  he  had  been  successful  ift  disposing 
of  the  authorities  in  relation  to  post  roads  and 
commerce,  Mr.  A.  approached  the  power  which 
created  the  only  difiSculty  in  his  mind  as  to  mil- 
itary power.  He  admitted  this  power  to  invest 
with  authority  to  construct  roads  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent It  was  not  necessary,  in  this  discussion,  how- 
ever, that  he  should  employ  an^  portion  of  his 
failing  strength  in  defining  this  extent.  The 
necessity  of  an  essential*  relation  between  means 
and  ends,  between  the  exercise  of  subsidiary  and 
the  objects  of  principal  powers,  was  not  disputed, 
and  had  been  admitted  (by  the  Speaker  in  partic- 
ular.) But  what  constituted  this  relation  ?  He 
was  not  going  into  nice  disquisitions  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  all  that  he  maintained  was,  that  essential 
relation  required  the  operation  of  the  subsidiary 
power  in  good  faith,  and  reality,  for  the  ends  of 
the  principal  power.  But  no  man  contended  for 
this  relation  of  internal  improvements  to  the  mil- 
itary power.  It  could  not,  therefore,  be  relied 
upon  as  authority  for  them. 

One  other  source  had  been  relied  upon  for  thb 
jurisdiction,  fraught,  as  it  appeared  to  Mr.  A., 
with  greater  objection  and  danger  than  any  which 
had  been  assigned.  He  alluded  to  the  appropri- 
ating power.  It  was  with  pleasure  he  had  heard 
the  disclaimer  (by  the  Speaker)  of  this  source  of 
the  authority.  He  united  most  heartil]^  in  the 
expression  ot  reprobation.  What  did  this  claim 
of  authority  import  ?  The  **  common  defence 
and  general  weliare''  were  construed  to  compre- 
hend all  ends  of  political  authority,  and  an  unre- 
stricted discretion  to  attain  those  ends  was  claimed, 
as  far  as  respected  the  application  of  money ;  that 
is  to  say,  by  a  mean  which  was  equivalent  to 
every  other.    If  an  authority  of  this  kind  did  not 


make  an  unlimited  Government,  what  did?  Tbe 
Ru&iian  Autocracy,  the  Ottoman  Porle,  h&d  bo 
occasion  to  arrogate  a  larger  authority.   No  man 
maintained,  in  terms,  the  nnrestrieteid  chiracter 
of  the  Government,  yet  doctrine  was  maintained 
which  operated  a  deteasance  of  all  restrictioo  on 
it.    If  the  doctrine  was  just,  the  wisdom  of  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  had  been  unarailiDg, 
and  futile  their  guardian  solicitude  to  make  it  i 
rampart  against  despotism.    The  whole  grant  of 
power  was  admitted  to  rest  on  specifieatioa,  yett 
single  clause  of  the  instrument  of  compact  ve 
admitted  to  supersede  this  specification.    A  sio|i{ 
clause !  said  Mr.  A.    Was  that  all  ?    No :  it  im 
not  to  a  single  clause,  nor  even  to  the  positive  and 
enacting  portion  of  this  clause,  but  to  a  mere  ei* 
planatory  member  of  it,  that  was  attributed  tius 
detestable  sweep  of  operation.    The  language  was 
not,  that  Congress  should  have  power  to  pfOTtde 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare,  bet 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  dbc,  to  provide  for 
these  objects.    The  object  of  the  grant  wasa  ux- 
in^  power,  and  not  the  enunciation  of  an  onre- 
stricted  scope  of  a  power  of  appropriation.    It  to 
not  denied,  that  the  taxing  power  was  limited  bf 
the  specification  of  the  Constitution ;  yet,  for  tix 
power  of  appropriation,  which  was  strictlf  sub- 
altern, and  accessory  to  it,  an  operation  was  airo- 
gmted,  libertine  as  the  winds.    Integrity  reaoooce^ 
the  odious  discretion,  to  effect,  by  procureiDnt, 
objects  denied  directly  to  its  control.    Yet  thii 
was  the  character  of  tne  assumption  of  aothontr 
in  question.    Roads  and  canals  were  admitted  tc 
be  beyond  the  competency  of  the  GtovernmeDt.  u 
respected  their  actual  construe  lion,  yet  the  pro- 
•curement  of  this  construction,  by  money,  wwsn^ 
beyond  its  competency.    In  the  recognitioQ  d 
such  a  doctrine,  it  was  manifest  that  the  Gorero' 
ment  was  let  loose  from  all  control,  but  of  aacs- 
restricted  discretion. 

Mr.  A.  said,  that  he  admitted  the  authoritf  of 
this  Government  to  provide  for  tbe  general  wel- 
fare, according  to  the  iust  intendment  and  impiTt 
of  this  expression  in  the  Constitotion.  Bat  wha! 
was  this  import?  To  set  up  a  facnlty  of  nnbridifd 
appropriation  in  the  Gkivemment?  Extctif  i^ 
reverse^-»to  confine  this  faculty  by  just  and  expe- 
dient restraint.  The  clause  was  analogous,  as 
respected  both  operation  and  the  motives  of  i^ 
insertion,  to  another,  containing  the  general  giafi^ 
of  incidental  power,  which  had  given  occaaioa  to 
even  lar^  discussion.  He  refmed  to  the  classe 
authorizing  the  passage  of  all  "laws  neccs^rf 
and  proper'  for  carrying  the  granted  powers  iat^ 
effect.  Authority  to  this  extent  passed  wititofit 
expression.  In  the  grant  of  the  substantive  objects 
of  power,  necessary  and  proper  incidcnfal  po«^ 
was  involved.  Was  the  clause,  then,  iosaw 
merely  from  abundant  caution^  to  ascertaio  wi 
grant  of  incidental  power  1  It  was  inserted  fra^ 
a  motive  of  much  higher  caution,  to  coofise  tbts 
grant,  by  a -character  of  essential  relation,  to  th^ 
enumerated  powers.  All  incidental  power  mi^^ 
have  been  construed  to  pass,  and  the  design  wa$Ec 

Erevent  the  implication  of  any  which  should  oct 
ave  the  character  of  being  neeenary  and  p^T^f 
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the  Union  in  its  integral,  artificial  capacity  as  a 
political  community.  The  beneficial  efiects,  even 
of  the  most  important  works  of  improvement, 
purely  internal,  were  confined  to  parts  and  quar- 
ters of  the  Union.  It  was  true,  indeed,  from  the 
inseparable  connexion  of  general  with  particular 

Srosperity,  that  works  of  this  description,  in  con- 
ucing  to  the  prosperity  of  the  parts  severally, 
must  exert,  indirectly,  a  faTorable  influence  on 
the  interests  of  the  union.  But  a  similar  influ- 
ence was  exerted  by  works  of  this  character  in 
foreign  States,  with  which  we  had  commercial 
intercourse,  the  promotion  of  which,  with  equal 
reason,  might  be  Drought  within  the  operation  of 
the  national  authority.  It  was  only  a  direct  re- 
lation, however  J  to  national  interest  which  could 
be  attended  with  this  effect,  and  internal  im- 
provements could  nol  pretend  to  a  relation  of  this 
character. 

Bat  the  power  in  question  was  not  only  con- 
demned by  Its  want  of  afllnity  to  the  character  of 
the  Qovernment,  but,  by  an  inference  equally  de- 
cisive, from  the  unpropitious  tendency  of  its  influ- 
ence. A  power,  wnich  could  not  be  exerted  with- 
out an  impairment  of  the  harmonious  operation 
of  the  Qovernment,  could,  with  no  propriety,  be 
attributed  to  a  federal  authority,  defjendent  in  a 
peculiar  manner  upon  the  accord  of  its  members 
for  stability.  But  a  power  over  internal  improve- 
ment, in. the  General  €rovernment,  was  of  this 
character.  The  capacities  of  the  different  quar- 
ters of  the  Union  for  improvement  bein^  unequal, 
their  respective  interests,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power,  would  partake  of  this  character  of  inequal- 
ity. There  were  even  instances  and  conditions  of 
circumstances,  in  which  these  interests  presented 
a  character  of  conflict.  The  opposition  of  the 
various  routes  proposed  for  the  connexion  of  the 
Eastern  and  Western  waters,  afforded  an  example. 
Could  a  jurisdiction  over  subjects  of  interest  so 
ineongruous  and  jarring,  fail  in  the  provocation 
of  jealousy  and  discord  f  Political  communities, 
in  association,  were  known  to  be  prone,  in  a  pe- 
culiar manner,  to  the  indulgence  of  a  spirit  of 
jealousy,  as  respected  the  operation  ol  the  common 
authority.  The  sources  of  this  spirit  were  not 
material.  The  reality  of  its  influence  was  attested 
bv  the  history  of  ail  associations  of  the  character 
alluded  to,  and  of  our  own,  among  the  number. 
Which  were  the  operations  of  administration  to 
which  this  jealousy  was  principally  directed  ? — 
Those  which  had  relation  to  the  raising  and  dis- 
bursement of  money.  It  was  to  the  arrangements, 
therefore,  connected  with  these  operations,  that 
precaution  was  to  be  applied  in  a  wise  organiza- 
tion of  a  federal  form  of  Gh>vemment.  Had  it 
been  neglected  in  our  form  ?  The  wisdom  of  its 
framers  excluded  the  supposition.  What,  then, 
Was  the  provision  of  precaution  in  this  respect  ? 
It  was  as  adequate  as  was  to  have  been  anticipated 
from  the  source  from  which  it  sprung.  Taxation 
was  confined  by  rules  of  a  just  relation  to  popula- 
tion ;  of  th€  exclusion  of  all  preferences,  commer- 
cial or  fiscal ;  of  invariable  adherence  to  a  stand- 
ard of  uniformity.  *^  No  capitation,  or  other  di- 
rect tax  ahall  be  laid,  except  in  proportion  to  the 


census,"  &C..  "  No  tax  shall  be  laid  on  articles 
exported,"  dec.  "  No  preferences  shall  be  eiven 
by  any  regulations  of  commerce  or  revenue,"  dbc. 
"  All  duties,  imposts,  dec.,  shall  be  uniform  through- 
out the  United  States,"  dec.  Such  were  the  pre- 
cautions against  inequality  of  taxation.  But  of 
what  value  would  be  these  precautions,  if  similar 
restraint  were  not  provided  in  relation  to  the 
power  of  expenditure  ?  The  confinement  of  tax- 
ation to  a  rule  of  justice  were  vain^  if  this  and 
every  other  rule,  but  of  caprice,  might  be  tran- 
scended in  the  disbursement  of  its  fruits !  What 
then  was  the  safeguard  in  this  respect?  The 
exercise  of  no  power  could  transcend  the  objects 
of  the  Government.  This  was  a  rule  of  reason 
applicable  to  every  trust  of  power.  Here,  then, 
was  one  restraint  on  the  appropriating  power.  A 
restriction  of  explicit  character  was  added.  The 
power  of  taxation,  from  the  indefinite  character  of 

fmblic  exigencies,  was  necessarily  one  of  the 
argest.  The  power  of  appropriation,  which  was 
subsidiary,  would  pass  witn  it  in  the  same  extelit 
without  the  necessity  of  expression.  Its  convey- 
ance to  this  extent,  however,  might  prove  a  source 
of  inconvenience,  because  an  appropriating  power 
was  not  subject  to  the  restraint  which  attached  to 
a  taxing  power,  from  the  invidious  and  apparent 
character  of  its  operation.  In  what  manner,  then, 
was  precaution  to  be  applied  ?  Of  what  form  of 
restraint  was  a  power  of  appropriation  susceptible, 
without  impairment  of  us  efliciency?  There 
was  one  form  only  of  designation  of  the  objects  to 
which  it  should  be  confined.  This  is  the  form  of 
the  restraint  which  has  been  applied.  Congress 
might  apply  money,  not  to  all  objects  of  political 
authority,  indifferently,  or  to  any  at  discretion, 
but  to  purposes  connected  with  the  "  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare"  only.  And  what  were 
(he  objects  embraced  by  this  provision  ?  Their 
criterion  had  been  already  indicated.  Such  as 
were  of  national  character,  relating  to  the  whole 
Union  as  a  distinct  nation  or  community.  To 
this  class  of  objects  it  had  appeared  that  Inter- 
nal Improvements  did  not  belong.  The  jurisdic- 
tion of  them  was  not  embraced,  therefore,  by  the 
scope  of  the  national  authority. 

An  examination  of  the  power  under  considera- 
tion, had  demonstrated  its  want  of  affinity  to  the 
character  of  the  Government,  the  unpropitious 
tendency  of  its  influence  as  respected  the  highest 
interests  of  the  Union,  and  its  inconsistence  with 
restrictions  established  by  essential  provisions  of 
the  Constitution.  The  presumption  from  this 
concurrence  of  objections,  was  to  he  considered  as 
very  forcible  agamst  the  validity  of  the  power. 
Was  the  claim  to  it  sustained  by  fair  construction 
of  the  language  of  the  Constitution  ?  Before  pro- 
ceeding to  this  inquiry,  two  difficulties  were  to  be 
removed.  It  had  been  supposed  that  the  question 
was  concluded  by  the  authority  of  preceding  de- 
cisions. But  it  was  to  be  remembered,  that  the 
authority  of  precedent  was  not  applicable  to  a  le- 
gislative jurisdiction.  Courts  were  bound  by  pre- 
cedent, because  the  ends  of  their  jurisdiction  re- 
quired uniformity  of  decision.  But  the  end  of  a 
legislative  jurisdiction  required  that  its  decisiona 
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the  argumeats  urged  b]r  gentlemen  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

He  was  free  to  admit,  for  his  own  part,  that  he 
did  not  derive  this  power  from  the  preamble  to 
the  Constitution  ;  nor  from  the  power  ^^  to  provide 
for  the  general  welfare,"  as  some  had  contended. 
Nor  yet  did  he  claim  it,  with  the  President,  from 
the  right, "  to  appropriate  money,*'  or  from  the 
«  consent  of  the  States."  While  he  admitted  the 
force  of  these  considerations,  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  resort  to  any  doubtful  source,  for  the 
power  in  question.  But,  in  his  opinion,  it  evi- 
dently resulted  from  four  of  the  great  and  expressly 
granted  powers. 

The  Constitotion  declares,  that  Congress  shall 
have  power, 

1st.  "  To  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads ;" 

2d.  ''  To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions, and  among  the  States,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes;" 

3d.  ''  To  raise  and  support  armies,"  and  '^  pro- 
Tide  for  the  common  delence ;"  and 

4th.  *<  To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  carrying  inte  execution  the 
foregoing  powers." 

This  last  power  would,  no  doubt,  have  followed 
as  a  matter  of  coarse ;  for,  every  grant  of  power 
necessarily  carries  with  it  the  means  of  its  own 
execution.  However,  to  remove  ail  difficulty,  and 
all  doubt,  the  power  of  selecting  the  means  of 
'^  carrying  into  execution,"  the  great  objects  and 
ends  of  Government,  was  expressly  ffranted. 

The  object,  then,  said  Mr.  S.^  of  thf  first  grant, 
is,  the  transportation  of  the  mail ;  the  second,  the 
regulation  of  "  commerce  among  the  States ;"  the 
third,  the  defence  of  the  country ;  and  the  fourth 
gave  the  power  to  provide  the  means  "  necessary 
and  proper"  for  the  attainment  of  these  ends. 
Then,  the  true  and  only  questions  for  our  consid- 
eration are  these : 

Ist.  Are  post  roads  <' necessary  and  proper"  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mail  1 

2d.  Are  commercial  roads  and  canals  '^  neces- 
sary and  proper"  for  the  regulation  of  commerce 
among  the  States  1 

3d.  Are  military  roads  and  canals  ''  necessary 
and  proper"  for  the  defence  of  the  country  ? 

If  the  answer  to  these  questions  be  in  the  affir- 
mative, and  he  thought  no  other  could  be  given ; 
if  voads  and  canals  were  ''  necessary  and  proper" 
for  any.  or  all  of  these  purposes,  then,  we  have, 
expresslv  the  power  to  make  them,  and  there  is  an 
end  to  the  argument. 

It  was  thus,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  derived  the  power 
over  the  subject  of  internal  improvements.  Post 
roads  belonged  to  the  transportation  of  the  mail — 
commercial  roads  and  canals,  to  the  power  of  re- 
f^ulating  "  commerce  among  the  States,"  and  mil- 
itary roads  and  canals  appertained  to  "  the  defence 
of  the  country."  Thus,  each  power  carries  with 
it  its  own  appropriate  means  of  execution,  and, 
without  which)  they  would  be  nugatory  and  inef- 
fectual. 

Having  premised  thus  much,  Mr.  S.  said,  he 
would  now  notice  some  of  the  arguments  which 
had  been  urged  against  the  bill  under  considera- 


tion, and  especially  by  the  gentleman  from  Vih 
ginia,  fMr.  Abcher,)  who  had  just  resumed  hs 
seat.    In  the  first  piace,  we  are  told,  that  not  i 
word  is  said,in  the  Constitution, about rotdstid 
canals, and  that  the  power  is,  therefOTe,notgnatd. 
This,  he  said,  was  a  ncn  sequitar.^^    It  wis  impo»- 
sible  that  the  framers  of  the  ConatitQtloQ  cwU 
foresee,  and  point  out  all  the  means  for  ^  canyio^ 
into  execution"  the  powers  granted.    This  vodhi 
have  been  to  have  formed  a  oode  of  laws,aodDSt 
a  Constitution.    Had  they  done  so,  there  wodd 
have  been  no  use  for  a  Legislative  branch  of 
Grovernment.    But^  said  Mr.  S.,  according  totiiii 
principle,  we  are  violating  the  Constitution  erm 
day.    Look  at  the  great  heads  of  legislatioD,  n 
your  statute  book.    You  have  passed,  and  tie 
passine  whole  codes  of  laws,  on  the  subject  of  mi- 
sions,  fisheries,  health  laws,  lighthouses,  buoys^ W 
con8,d6C.^ — armories,  and  military  academies,  hMi 
of  Departo^ents,  public  buildings,  librarjr,  paist- 
ings,  civilization  of  Indians,  Knevolent  gnsa 
seawalls,  and  survevs — roads  and  canals,  amoaf 
the  rest,  and  many  otW  sobjeets.    Yet,  gendcnxi 
could  not  find  one  of  these  subjects  mentioned  s 
the  Constitntion-^^iot  a  word  of  the  kind:  stai 
they  were  admitted  to  be  legitimate  subjects  c^ 
legislation ;  and  why  ?   Because  they  are  man 
selected  for  "  carrying  into  execution"  the  gra&a' 
powers ;  and  because  we  have  expressly  tfaepovR 
to  adopt  the  means  '<  necessary  and  prop^'  ^ 
this  purpose;  and,  if  gentlemen  would  taketbi 
troubie  to  look  over  the  list,  they  would  find  mo^ 
more  difficulty   in  discovering  the  appropritf 
grant  of  power,  to  support  much  of  this  legislaikii> 
than  he  did  in  finding  the  power  to  make  roi^ 
and  canals.    The  degree  of  necessity  aod  pnp 
ety  was  not  defined.    In  carrying  into  execiitiot 
the  express  grant  of  power,  we  are  not  limited  it 
the  selection  of  means,  to  those  which  are  absi^ 
lutel^  or  indispensably  necessary;  but  Coa^ 
is  left  free  to  exercise  its  own  discretion  in  ^ 
adoption  of  the  means  that  it  may  consider  "at* 
cessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  execotion  tix 
powers  granted."    Though  gentlemen  admit  the 
necessity  of  roads  and  canals,  for  the  piirpo90 
mentioned,  yet,  they  say  that  the  States  hare  tk 
power  to  make  them,  and  that  the  General  Go^ 
ernment  can  then  use  them.    And  was  it  the  is* 
tention  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  that  the 
General  Government  should  be  dependeat;  show 
wait  until  the  States  furnished  the  means  for  ex- 
ecuting these  powers?    Certainly  not    W^^ 
the  States  made  roads,  he  was  willing  to  usethefl- 
But  there  were  great  national  objects  to  be  ac- 
complished—uniting  the  great  sections  of  tbe 
country,  the  North  and  the  Sooth,  the  £ast  m 
the  West ;  objects  perfectly  national,  which  li^ 
States^never  could  and  never  would  attempt-  n 
was  for  these  that  this  bill  provided. 

He  could  not  assent,  Mr.  S.  said,  to  anoths 
proposition  laid  down  by  the  gentleman  from  VI^ 
ginia,  (Mr.  Abgher,)  that  "  Congress  could  pa^ 
no  law  unless  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  enane 
the  Government  to  go  on."  [Mr.  Ahcbkb  cot- 
rected  Mr.  S.,  he  had  confined  the  remark  to  m- 
nicipal  law.]    Admit  the  qualification,  still  neanf 
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in  reference  to  its  ends.    The  provision  was  not  I 
one  of  liberality,  but  jeaioosy  and  restriction.    A 
simiJar  |K>licy  oictated  the  provision  under  review, 
authorizing  apjM'opriation  Co  objects  of  "  common 
defence  and  general  welfare."  The  taxing  power, 
which  was  one  of  the  largest,  would  draw  with  it 
a  power  of  appropriation  of  commensurate  extent. 
It  was  consistent  with  the  design  of  the  Govern- 
ment^ and  prudent,  to  guard  this  power  by  a  re- 
striction to  objects  of  national  concern.  This  was 
done  in  the  words,  "  to  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare."    It  was  not  to  be 
inferred,  however,  from  the  union  in  the  clause, 
of  common  with  general  objects  of  interest,  that 
they  were  conceived  as  belonging  to  a  common 
class.    If  this  had  been  the  case,  the  two  expres- 
sioDs  would  not  have  been  employed  in  connexion ; 
for  there  was  no  word  in  the  Constitution  which 
had  not  an  appropriate  office,  as  well  as  significa- 
tioo.  The  expression  would  have  been,  to  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  welfare— or,  the  gen- 
eral defence  and  welfare — and  not  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare — if  a  discrimination 
between  common  and  general  objects  had  not  been 
designed.    And  what  was  this  distinction?    Had 
the  words  ^'  common"  and  "general"  an  identical 
signification  ?  Common  was  ^  that  of  which  sev- 
eral partook."     Common  interests  were  those  in 
which  the  States  partook,  severally.     General, 
imported  an  "  abstraction  from  particulars."  The 
interests  abstracted  from  such  as  were  particular, 
and  several,  were  those  which  attached  to  the 
Union,  in  a  corporate,  artificial  capacity ;  as  a  dis- 
tinct political  community.    Common,  or  several 
interests,  were  not  objects  of  proper  Federal  char- 
acter.   They  were  not  confided,  therefore,  to  the 
Federal  authority  in  mass.  One  only — "defence" 
---was  so  confided.    The  reasons  for  this  conces- 
sion were  peculiar.    But,  as  respected  {general  or 
corporate  interests,  which  were  appropriate  to  the 
general  authority,  exclusively,  the  power  of  attain- 
ment had  no  limitation.    It  was  only  necessary  to 
ascertain  whether  an  object  belonged  to  a  common 
or  corporate  character,  related  to  the  several  inter- 
ests ot  the  States,  or  the  general  interest  of  the 
Union,  to  determine  whether  it  belonged  to  Fede- 
ral jurisdiction.    As  respected  objects  of  internal 
improvement,  it  would  not  be  disputed  that  they 
belonged  to  tne  class  of  several,  and  not  of  corpo- 
rate or  general  interests.     They  were  not,  there- 
fore, appropriate  to  this  jurisdiction. 

He  nad  now,  Mr.  A.  said,  reviewed  the  several 
clauses  assigned  as  the  sources  of  the  power,  and 
it  did  not  appear  to  be  sustained  by  a  faithful  ex- 
position of  either  of  them.  Inference  from  the 
objects  of  the  Constitution  led  to  the  same  result. 
Erery  oracle  of  just  interpretation,  when  interro- 

fited,  responded  in  negation  df  the  power.  The 
peaker  had  represents  as  a  species  of  treachery, 
the  refusal  to  exercise  granted  power.  Without 
contesting  the  correctness  of  this  proposition,  which 
Was  undoubtedly  laid  down,  however,  with  too 
little  limitation,  it  was  treachery,  of  a  much  higher 
order,  to  exercise  un granted  power,  or  even  that 
of  which  the  concession  might  fairly  be  consid- 
ered doubtful.  The  power,  in. the  present  instance, 


must  be  admitted  to  be  at  least  of  doubtful  char- 
acter, and  the  rule  of  public  and  of  private  moral- 
ity was  the  same,  to  forbear  action,  the  lawfulness 
or  which  was  questionable.  It  was  to  be  remem- 
bered, too,  with  a  character  of  what  peculiar  dan- 
ger the  exercise  of  doubtful  power  was  fraught,  in 
relation  to  this  Government.  The  Union  could 
only  be  considered  safe,  in  the  due  observance  of 
the  peculiar  and  delicate  distribution  of  power, 
prescribed  by  our  wise,  but  complicated  frame  of 
polity.  The  States  would  fly  off  from  their  orbits 
of  relation,  in  the  event  of  the  law  of  their  attrac- 
tion being  disturbed.  Union  was  the  guarantee 
of  interests  of  the  highest  order,  and  the  Consti- 
tution was  the  fortress  of  union.  But  this  fortress, 
Mr.  A.  said,  would  be  abandoned,  if  its  defences 
were  permitted  to  be  dismantled  by  construction, 
so  as  no  longer  to  present  a  barrier  to  discretion- 
ary power. 

Mr.  A  concluded,  by  saying  that  he  was  sensi- 
ble he  had  presented,  inadequately,  the  views  of 
the  question  he  had  to  offer.  He  would  not,  how- 
ever, forego  the  claim  of  zeal  in  a  discussion,  the 
principle  of  which  was  of  inexpressible  impor- 
tance. 
When  Mr.  A.  had  taken  his  seat- 
Mr.  Stewart  rose,  and  said,  he  concurred  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Abcber,)  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat,  in  attri- 
buting to  this  subject  a  more  than  usual  degree  of 
importance. 

The  object  of  the  bill  under  consideration  was, 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  general  system  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  co-extensive  with  the  Republic, 
and  dispensing  its  benefits  and  its  blessings  to 
every  portion  of  the  Union.  It  was  not,  however, 
he  said,  a  new  subject ;  it  had  frequently  been  in* 
troduced  and  discussed  on  this  floor.  As  early  as 
the  year  1809,  the  most  able  report  ever  written 
on  the  subject  had  been  communicated,  he  said, 
to  the  Senate,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Gallatin  *,)  and  had  the  views  of  that  distin- 
guished and  enlightened  statesman  been  carried 
into  effect,  this  country,  at  this  time,  would  have 
presented  a  very  different  aspect;  our  national 
strenffth  and  our  national  resources  would  have 
been  fully  developed,  and  the  North  and  the  South, 
the  fiast  and  the  West,  enjoying  every  commei^ 
cial  facility,  would  have  been  united,  and  bound 
together  by  the  strongest  ties  of  interest  and  inter- 
course. 

This  subject,  said  Mr.  S.,  presents  two  distinct 
questions : 

1st.  Have  we,  by  the  Constitution,  a  right  to 
pass  this  bill. 
.2d.  If  80,  is  it  expedient  to  exercise  it  1 
It  is  the  doty^  said  h^  of  the  friends  of  this 
measure^  to  sustain  the  affirmative  of  both  these 
propositions.  If  they  fail  in  either,  the  bill  must  be 
abandoned.    As  his  views  of  the  Constitutional 

Sower  of  Congress  over  the  subject,  were,  in  some 
egree,  different  from  those  taken  by  other  gentle- 
men who  had  spoken  on  the  same  side,  he  would, 
he  said,  in  the  first  place,  with  great  deference, 
present  them  to  the  Committee,  as  concisely  and 
as  distinctly  as  he  could,  and  then  notice  some  of 
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solidation"  of  the  Government  In  one  lense, 
Mr.  S.  admitted  the  argument  to  be  well  founded ; 
they  would  consolidate,  they  would  unite,  and 
bind  together  the  States  by  the  strongest  ties; 
they  were  (to  use  the  language  of  Qeneral  Wash- 
ington, when  speaking  of  the  union  of  the  Eastern 
and  Western  waters)  '^  the  best,  if  not  the  only 
cement  that  will  bind  us  together  for  any  lengtn 
of  time,  and  we  shall,"  says  he,  "  be  deficient  in 
foresight  and  wisdom  if  we  neglect  the  means  of 
effecting  it." 

But,  the  honorable  gentleman  next  tells  us,  that 
the  General  Government,  holding  the  "  purse  and 
the  sword,"  is  strong ;  while  the  States,  in  their 
separate  capacities,  are  weak.  That  the  General 
(jrovernment,  clothed  with  this  tremendous  power 
of  making  roads  and  canals,  will  attack  the  States 
in  detail,  not  with  the  sword,  but  with  the  purse. 
First,  the  honorable  gentleman  says,  ''Congress 
declares  to  Vermont,  we  must  regulate  and  dis- 
tribute your  commerce — we  will  open  for  you  a 
canal."  ''  Congress  wields  the  whole  force  of  the 
Confederacy;  the  State  must  submit."  ''The 
General  Government,"  he  says,  "  next  enters  New 
Jersey,  and  opens  a  canal  through  that  State." 
"It  then  turns  to  Delaware,  and  in  succession 
jNisses  from  State  to  State,  encountering  each  one 
singly,  with  its  whole  strength,  influence,  and 
pitrooage."  "  What  then>"  exclaims  he,  "  must 
oe  the  condition  of  the  individual  .States  when 
these  splendid  objects  are  accomplished !"  Mr. 
S.  said,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  answer  the  question : 
these  poor  little  States  thus  cut  up  by  the  General 
Government  with  roads  and  canals,  would  pre- 
sent a  most  deplorable  spectacle;  however,  he 
thought,  if  the  General  (Government  would  offer 
any  of  these  States  a  half  a  million,  or  even  a 
million  of  dollars,  to  cut  roads  and  canals,  they 
would  submit  to  the  operation,  however  unplea- 
sant. Yet,  with  all  these  views  as  to  the  dread- 
ful and  destructive  tendencv  of  this  power  to  the 
States,  the  same  honorable  gentleman  tells  us. 
that,  "  to  the  grandeur  of  ihe  plans  for  internal 
'  improvement,  he  was  not  insensible;  their  utility 
'  he  acknowledged,  and  it  would  afford  him  the 
'  greatest  pleasure  to  concur  in  their  support ;  nay, 
<  more,  he  could  join  with  the  most  ardent  enthu- 
'  siasm  in  aiding  their  prosecution,  did  he  oonsider 
'  himself  authorized  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
'  Union."  Such  was  his  language.  Indeed,  their 
Utility  he  had  not  heard  denied  by  any ;  and  those 
who  denied  the  power,  generally  protested  a  wil- 
lingness to  amend  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  eive 
it  to  Congress  expressly.  Yet  we  are  told,  tnat, 
had  it  been  proposed  at  the  formation  of  the  Con- 
stitution, to  ffive  this  power  to  the  Gkneral  Gov- 
ernment, "  the  States  would  have  as  soon  aban- 
doned their  sovereignty  and  returned  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  mother  country,  as  have  surrendered 
it."  Mr.  S.  said  be  would  not  comment  on  these 
arguments — they  destroyed  each  other — they  could 
not  stand  together.  He  would  not  detain  the 
Committee,  to  whose  indulgence  he  was  already 
much  indebted,  by  any  further  reply  to  the  argu- 
ments which  had  been  urged  against  the  Consti- 
'  tutional  power  of  Congress  oTer  the  subject ;  but 


he  besged  leave  to  ask.  what  had  been  abnd? 
done  by  Congress  in  selecting  means  "  to  cany 
into  execution"  the  express  powers  "  to  esubii^ 
post  offices  and  post  roads" — ^  to  legulsie  eoa- 
meree,"  and  "  to  provide  for  the  eommofi  de- 
fence ?" 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  you  have  passed,  as  iocideitii 
to  the  first  grant,  wnole  systems  of  laws  relttin 
to  the  transportation  of  the  mail ;  yon  harecRtiti 
a  distinct  department,  and  eommissioned  tbi- 
sands  of  postmasters,  employed  mail  coBtneuvi 
postriders,  regulated  postages,  4bc.,yet  Dotawod. 
not  a  syllable,  was  to  be  found  in  the  ConstitQia 
about  mails,  or  mail  contractors,  postmasien,  c 
postages ;  then  what  right,  he  would  tsk,  Ibr 
you  to  l^isiate  upon  these  subjeeu?    Tliengk 
was  unquestionable — ^you  have  the  power  *^ioo> 
tablish  post  offices  and  post  roads^"  and  you  k» 
also  the  power  to  do  whatever  "  is  necesoif  ax 
proper"  to  carry  this  giant  into  effect   Tbes 
were  considered  "  necessary  and  proper*^  mcissk 
accomplish  this  end,  and  therefore  yon  hiTetk 
undoubted  right  to  adopt  them ;  and  if  roaibvet 
equally  "necessary  and  proper"  as  a  meaaG 
transport  the  mail,  which,  he  thought,  coQld  o^ 
be  denied,  then  your  right  to  make  then  n 
equally  clear  and  unquestionable.     This  ooncia^ 
sion,  he  said,  was  plain,  it  was  irresistible;  uf 
nuity  itself  could  not  cast  the  shadow  of  a  dooh^ 
upon  it.    But,  sir,  you  have  gone  further,  sa 
Mr.  S.,  you  have,  as  incidental  to  this  tscii^ 
legislation  on  the  subject  of  "  post  offices  asdpo^ 
roads,"  superadded  another  system  of  lavs  %■ 
carry  your  incidental  laws  into  ^ect,  deaooDciic 
the  severest  penalties  a^inst  those  who  violtf 
or  contravene  their  provisions,  even  to  the  taka^ 
away  the  property,  the  liberty,  and  in  someca* 
the  Ufe,  ot  the  citizens  of  the  State,  in  tb«r  on 
territory ;  yet  we  hear  not  a  word  of  compIuBs 
not  a  word  about  violating  State  rights  b/  vomr 
cipal  laws;  nothing  is  said  about  "degradia^ 
the  States,  rendering  them  "  secondary  and  ota- 
temptible,"  or  rendering  the  General  GoverDmeii 
"  odious."    You  may  take  avray  the  lifie,  libertf 
and  property  of  the  citizens,  by  virtue  (A  fo* 

Kwer  "  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  ifA^ 
t  if,  by  virtue  of  the  same  power,  yea  go  lats 
the  States  to  distribute  money  for  tbieir  benefit  a 
making  roads,  then  we  are  alarmed  with  the  en 
about  ruininc  the  States.  When  you  come  v  ' 
the  rope  to  hang  the  citizens,  then  you  are  wi 
come ;  but  if  jwi  bring  money  to  distribote  at 
them,  in  making  useful  improvements,  thea 
are  repulsed  as  an  unlawful  intruder ;  be  v 
ask  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  was  this  cob^ 
ent?  was  it  reasonable? 

Much,  very  much,  continued  Mr.  S.,  has  beaj 
said  on  both  sides,  as  to  the  word  aiaUvk^  ^  ^i 
related  to  post  roads.  He  had  listened  with  plea- 
sure to  those  recondite  philological  disquisidoa^- 
but,  for  his  own  part,  he  did  not  consider  it  neeci* 
sary  or  material  to  resort  to  the  phraaeologf  of>^l 
grant  for  the  power  in  question.  The  object  va^| 
mdicated  by  the  Constitution ;  it  was  the  irto^ 
portation  oi  the  mail,  and  the  means  of  its  atni> 
ment  followed  of  course.    And  what  ol>|ec<  *>^ 
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more  important  than  the  distrihotion  of  intelli- 
geoce  through  the  mail  7  Was  it  not  important 
that  the  people  should  know  all  that  was  going 
OD  in  this  Governmenr?  Every  thing  here  de- 
pends upon  public  opinion ;  how  important,  then, 
IS  it  that  public  opinion  should  be  enlightened. 
When  the  people  ceased  to  be  virtuous  and  en- 
lightened, there  was,  he  said,  an  end  of  liberty; 
there  was  an  end  of  this  free  and  happy  Qov- 
eminent. 

Bat  if  the  power  in  question  depended  upon  the 
word  "  establish,''  he  thought  it  was  clear.  If  A, 
for  a  valuahle  consideration,  grants  to  B  the  power 
^^  to  establish"  a  mill  road  or  a  market  road  through 
his  farm,  does  it  not  give  to  B  the  right  to  open 
and  make  the  road  ?  If  it  does  not.  the  object  of 
the  grant  is  defeated ;  the  grant  itself  is  altogether 
nugatory,  and  useless  and  absurd.  So  the  States 
had  given  Coog^ress  the  power  "  to  establish  post 
roads,"  and  if  thev  have  not  the  power  to  open 
and  make  them,  the  grant  would,  he  contenoed, 
be  equally  useless  and  equally  absurd. 

But,  said  Mr.  S.,  we  have  also  expressly  the 
power  ^  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations 
aad  among  the  States."  And  what  have  you 
done  as  incidental  to  this  power,  with  a  view  to 
carry  it  into  effect?  Look  at  your  commercial 
laws  and  regulations,  literally  filling  whole  vol- 
umes. He  would  not  attempt  an  enumeration  of 
the  almost  infinite  variety  or  means  employed  to 
carry  into  effect  this  grant  of  power,  not  one  of 
which  were  mention^  in  the  Uonslitution.  And 
among  the  rest,  the  Government  expended  near 
$300,000  per  annum  in  the  support,  erection,  and 
repair  of  lighthouses,  buoys,  beiacons,  dbc,  passing 
up  our  bays  and  rivers,  hundreds  of  miles  into  the 
interior — not  only  erecting  lighthouses,  but  build- 
ing sea  walls,  making  surveys,  removing  sand 
bars  which  obstructed  the  navigation ;  and  if  you 
can  come  up  the  Potomac  for  this  purpose,  to  this 
city,  why  not  go  on  to  Cumberlan<L  or  up  the 
Mississippi  «nd  Ohio  to  Pittsburg,  from  whence 
ships  had  been  fitted  out  and  descended  that  river? 
If  you  can  cut  a  sand  bar,  you  can  cut  a  canal ; 
the  expense  might  be  different,  but  the  principle 
and  the  power  were  precisely  the  same ;  yon  do 
all  these  things  by  virtue  of  your  power  to  regu- 
late foreign  and  domestic  commerce.  If  roads 
and  canals  were  equally  necessary  and  useful  in 
the  interior,  for  the  regulation  of  commerce  among 
the  States,  you  have  the  same  power  precisely 
to  make  them.  The  only  difference  was  in  the 
means;  and  there  was  not  a  country  in  the  world 
vhere  this  power  could  be  so  happily  and  so  pro- 
fitably employed  as  in  this.  Mr.  S.  here  referred 
to  a  varietv  of  objects,  to  illustrate  this  idea,  which 
Were  highly  important,  he  said,  to  the  facilitation 
of  internal  **  commerce  among  the  States."  And, 
agaiD,  said  he,  you  have  the  power  *'to  raise  ar^ 
mies"  and  "provide  for  the  common  defence." 
This  grant,  he  said,  carried  with  it  perhaps  a 
greater  variety  of  means,  or  incidental  powers, 
than  any  other ;  by  virtue  of  this  power,  you  have 
^ted  forts,  armories,  military  academies ;  you 
hare  procured  all  the  necessary  supplies  and  ap- 
pendages of  an  army-^proviaions,  military  stores, 


and  the  munitions  of  war.  You  have  enacted  the 
most  rigid  system  of  military  discipline,  author- 
izing courts  martial  to  take  away  the  life  of  the 
citizen  soldier  for  a  great  variety  of  comparatively 
small  offences.  And  where,  sir,  do  you  get  the 
power  to  do  all  this  ?  Not  one  word  is  said  upon 
the  subject  in  the  Constitution.  Still  the  power 
exists,  though  the  Constitution  is  silent,  and  why? 
Because,  having  the  power  "to  raise  armies  and 
to  provide  for  the  common  defence,"  you  have 
also,  sir,  expressly  the  right  to  provide  the  means 
"  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  these  powers  into 
execution."  And  it  is  clear,  sir,  that  if  ruads  and 
canals  be  "  necessary  and  proper"  for  "  the  de- 
fenc^'  of  the  country,  you  have  expressly  the 
power  to  make  them ;  the  only  question,  in  fact, 
IS,  are  they  a  fit  and  proper  means  for  this  pur- 
pose? And  who  could  doubt  it?  Look  at  the 
experience  of  the  late  war !  look  at  the  waste  of 
blood  and  treasure  on  your  Northern  frontier  for 
want  of  good  roads  and  canals,  and  say  are  they 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  country  ?  These 
lessons  were  too  recent  and  severe  to  be  forgotten. 
Sir,  roads  are  of  primary  importance.  You  pro- 
vide cannon  and  military  stores  for  "  the  common 
defence ;"  but  of  what  use  are  they  without  roads, 
upon  which  to  transport  them  to  the  places  where 
they  may  be  wanted  for  the  public  service?  Sir, 
said  Mr.  S.,  I  hesitate  not  to  express  the  opinion 
that,  if  the  plan  of  Mr.  GFallatin  had  been  carried 
into  effect,  if  even  the  sinsle  canal,  mentioned  by 
the  President  in  his  late  Message,  to  connect  the 
Seat  of  the  Qeneral  Government  with  the  Northern 
lakes^  had  been  executed,  all  the  disgrace  and  all 
the  disasters  that  befel  our  arms  on  the  Northern 
frontier,  during  the  late  war,  would  have  been 
avoided.  Sir,  the  waste  of  treasure,  and  the 
waste  of  blood,  the  noble,  the  generous  blood  of 
the  brave  and  patriotic  freemen  of  the  West,  which 
had  been  poured  out  like  water,  would  have  been 
saved  to  this  nation.  The  transportation  of  a 
single  cannon,  in  some  instances,  had  cost  near 
$1,000,  and  a  barrel  of  flour  $100,  where  it  it 
usually  bought  for  four  or  five  dollars.  With 
these  facts  staring  us  in  the  face,  and  their  weisfht 
resting  on  our  snoulders,  who  would  deny  tnat 
roads  and  canals  were  "  necessary  and  proper"  for 
the  common  defence? 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ar- 
cher,) who  has  just  addressed  you,  admits  the 
power  to  make  military  roads  and  canals.  This, 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  considered  a  surrender  of  the 
whole  question.  The  gentleman  says  it  properly 
belongs  to  the  power  "  to  raise  armies  and  provide 
for  the  common  defence,"  and  thus  admits  the 
right  of  Congress  to  select  the  means  to  accom- 
plish the  end  of  Government;  and  if  a  majority 
of  Congress  think  roads  and  canals  necessary  and 
proper  for  the  transportation  of  tlie  mail,  and  the 
regulation  of  commerce,  they  have,  undoubtedly, 
upon  the  same  principle,  and  by  virtue  of  the 
same  power,  a  right  to  make  them.  But  even 
suppose  you  confine  its  exercise  to  military  roads 
and  canals — by  this  you  can  accomplish  all  the 
great  objects  contemplated  by  the  friends  of  this 
bill.    If  the  honorable  gentlemen  will  compare 
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Mr.  Grallatin'5  report,  which  embraces  the  whole 
subject  for  mail,  military,  and  commercial  pur- 
poses, with  the  report  of  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man now  at  the  head  of  the  War  Department,  on 
the  subject  of  ^'  military  roads  and  canals,"  he 
will  find  their  systems,  m  all  material  respects,  to 
be  the  same.  The  Secretary  of  War,  in  fact, 
says,  at  the  close  of  his  enumeration:  "Many  of 
'  the  roads  and  canals  which  have  been  suegested, 
'  are,  no  doubt,  of  the  first  importance  to  the  com- 

<  merce,  the  manufactures,  the  agriculture,  and 
'  political  prosperity  of  the  country,  but  are  not, 
'  for  that  reason,  less  useful  or  necessary  for  mili- 
'  tary  purposes.  It  is,  in  fact,  one  of  the  great 
'  advantages  of  our  country,  enioying  so  many 
'  others,  that^  whether  we  regard  its  internal  im- 
'  provement  m  relation  to  military,  civil,  or  po- 

<  litical  purposes,  yery  nearly  the  same  system,  in 
*  all  its  parts,  is  required.  The  road  or  canal  can 
^  scarcely  be  designated,  which  is  not  highly  use- 
'  ful  for  military  0 Derations,  and  which  ts  not 
'  equally  required  for  the  industry  or  political 
'  prosperity  of  the  community ;"  and  had  the 
roads  and  canals  pointed  out,  he  adds,  "  been  com- 
'  pleted  before  the  late  war,  their  saving,  in  that 
'  single  contest,  in  men,  money,  and  reputation, 
'  would  have  more  than  indemnified  the  country 
'  for  the  expense  of  their  construction."  He  then 
recommends  the  very  plan  proposed  by  this  bill 
for  procuring  the  necessary  plans  and  estimates, 
as  preliminary  to  their  execution ;  so  that,  by  pass- 
ing this  bill,  you  do  no  more  than  has  been  re- 
quired by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  military  pur- 
poses alone;  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Archer,)  who  has  admitted  the  power  to 
make  military  roads  and  canals,  may,  with  per- 
fect consistency,  support  this  bill  with  a  view  to 
strengthen  the  military  defences  of  the  country. 
And,  having  the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals 
for  the  defence  of  the  country,  will  it  be  seriously 
contended  that  the  State  through  which  they  pass 
may  defeat  them,  though  indispensably  necessary 
for  the  safety  and  best  interests  of  the  country  1 
To  give  the  power  to  defend  the  country,  without 
the  means  of  its  execution,  would  be  ridiculous 
and  absurd  \  it  would  be  a  degree  of  folly  which 
could  not  be  imputed  to  the  wise  framers  of  our 
excellent  Constitution;  besides,  these  powers,  he 
said,  were  perfectly  innocent  and  harmless.  What 
possible  injury  could  result?  If,  in  their  exer- 
cise. Congress  should  transcend  the  limits  of  a 
sound  discretion ;  if  they  should  resort  to  means 
not  "  necessary  and  proper,"  to  attain  the  end — 
the  Supreme  Court,  possessing  a  po^er  of  super- 
vision and  control,  will  correct  it.  But,  sir,  if  the 
liberties  of  this  country — if  the  States  have  any 
thin^  to  fear  from  the  General  Government,  it  is 
not  trom  their  incidental  or  resulting  powers ;  it 
is  from  their  great  and  express  powers;  the  power 
to  "  raise  armies"  and  to  "  lay  taxes."  Here  their 
power  is  not  only  unlimited,  but  it  is  without 
check,  without  control. 

But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  not  only  thought  the  Gen- 
eral Government  possessed  the  power  over  the 
subject  of  roads  and  canals,  but  he  considered  the 
question  settled;  if  any  question  could  ever  be 


settled  by  frequent  and  solemn  decisiooa  in  Cos* 
gress,  this  was.    He  found  in  the  statute  book  a 
whole  system  of  laws  under  the  head  of  "•  rods 
and  canals ;"  and  were  all  these  laws  udcod^oi- 
tioaal  ?    Laws  for  the  construction  of  the  Com- 
berland  road  had  received  the  sanction  of  eroy 
Executive,  and  of  almost  every  Congress,  sinee 
the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  bad 
signed  the  first  law  on  the  subject.    Bot  the 
strongest  and  most  unequivocal  expression  in  fa- 
vor of  the  power  was  to  be  foood  in  the  proceed- 
ings had  in  the  last  Congress,  on  the  bill  provi- 
ding for  the  erection  of  toll-gates  on  the  Comber- 
land  road.    This  bill  certainly  carried  tbeCoB- 
stitutional  power  of  Congress  over  the  snbj€ct,te 
its  utmost  limit.    It  assumed  complete  soverei^ptf 
and  jurisdiction  within  the  territory  of  the  States 
establishing  tolls,  and  inflicting  pains  and  penal- 
ties u{)on  those  who  might  disregard  or  violate  its 
provisions ;  yet  this  bUl,  thus  exerting  the  Cos- 
stitutional  power  of  Congress  to  its  utmost  a- 
tent,  passed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  ftbocigk 
it  encountered  the  powerful  opposition  ol  theboc- 
orable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  had  jtf 
spoken.  Mr.  Barbour,  and  several  others,)  by  1 
vote  or  more  than  two  to  one,  and  after  an  ametw- 
ment  was  adopted,  appropriating  a  sum  of  mootr 
to  repair  the  road  previous  to  the  erection  of  ue 
gates,  the  bill  passed,  by  ayes  and  noes,  by  a  large 
majority ;  and  even  Virginia  and  North  CtroliiA 
so  remarkable  for  their  Constitutional  sen^ 
stood  divided  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  fonae 
8  to  12,  the  latter  5  to  5.    And,  in  the  Seoaie. 
where  the  Constitutional  powers  of  this  Goren- 
ment  were  certainly  well  understood,  where  ^ns. 
find  many  of  the  most  able,  experienced,  and& 
lightened  Constitutional  lawyers  in  this  or  a&f 
other  nation,  this  bill  passed  with  all  its  poveii, 
and  all  its  provisions,  gates,  penalties,  mooef,aaj 
all,  by  a  vote  of  29  to  7,  and  even  some  oi  \» 
seven  who  voted  against  it,  be  understood,  ven 
influenced,  not  by  any  doubt  of  the  power,  botbf 
a  doubt  of  th^  expediency  of  degrading  thisgrea^ 
free,  national  road  to  the  levd  of  commoa  i» 
roaas,  for  the  sake  of  the  trifling  sum  required  id 
keep  it  in  repair.    By  this  strong  and  alai)^ 
unanimous  decision,  the  questicm,  in  Cooffress,!^ 
least,  ought  to  be  considered  as  settled.    He  case 
next,  Mr.  S,  said,  to  consider  the  second  qaesttofi: 
Is  this  measure  ex  pedient .?    And  this,  to  bis  mad. 
was  the  most  important  branch  of  the  sabject. 
[Here  Mr.  Stewart  gave  way,  at  a  late  hoar,  foi 
a  motion  to  adjourn.] 

The  next  morning,  Mr.  Stewart,  after  tbaak- 
ing  the  Committee  tot  the  indulgence  aflbrded  bits 
by  the  adjournment  yesterday,  proceeded  to  sab- 
mit  his  views  on  the  question  ot  expediency.  Oa 
this  ground,  the  bill,  he  said,  had  met  with  verr 
little  opposition.  Grentlemen  who  had  denied  i^ 
Constitutional  power  of  Congress  over  the  subject, 
had  generally  admitted  the  expediency  of  the  mea- 
sure. Some  objections,  however,  had  been  ma^ 
to  it  on  this  ground,  which  first  claimed  his  atieo- 
tion.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Vireis^ 
(Mr.  Archer,)  has  said,  that  the  national  debt  of 
near  one  hundred  millions,  should  be  first  paid. 
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Mr.  S.  said,  that  he  was  quite  sore  that  he  felt  as 
roach  anxiety  as  that  honorable  gentleman  to  dis- 
charge the  national  debt,  and  he  would  go  as  far 
to  retrench  the  expenditure  of  the  Grovernment,  to 
accomplish  it.  But  the  national  debt,  he  said,  had 
been  overrated.  The  honorable  gentleman  would 
fiad,  after  deducting  the  three  per  cent,  stocks,  the 
subscription  to  the  National  Bank,  and  the  amount 
of  seven  per  cents,  which  would  be  discharged 
by  the  balance  now  in  the  Treasury,  the  amount 
to  be  redeemed  of  the  national  debt,  instead  of 
one  hundred  millions,  was,  in  fact,  little  more 
than  sixty-one  millions,  which,  by  the  regular  ap- 
plication of  the  ordinary  sinking  fund  would  be 
entirely  extinguished  in  less  than  eight  years. 
What  then  was  to  be  done  with  the  sinking  fund 
of  ten  millions  per  annum  ?  Was  it  to  be  wasted 
in  idle  extravagance  ?  Besides,  Mr.  8.  said,  many 
of  the  present  sources  of  expenditure  would  soon 
be  dried  up.  The  annual  appropriations  for  the 
erection  ot  forts,  and  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
Navy,  would  soon  be  rendered  unnecessary,  by  the 
■accomplishment  of  those  objects.  Our  enormous 
pension  list  must  soon  be  reduced  by  the  hand  of 
time,  and  the  annual  expenditure  upon  this  Capi- 
tol, this  splended  monument  of  national  extrava- 
gance, which  had  cost  as  much  as  would  have 
completed  a  canal  from  here  to  Cumberland,  mcrst 
•cease.  These  results  would  produce  an  annual 
saving  of  near  three  millions  per  annum,  which 
might  be  well  applied  to  internal  improvement ; 
or,  if  gentlemen  would  consent  to  give  to  this  ob- 
ject the  increase  of  revenue,  which  would  arise 
from  the  adoption  of  the  new  tariff,  it  would  be 
sufficient  for  two  or  three  of  the  first  years  of  its 
operation. 

Another  objection  made,  was,  that  this  measure 
would  lead  to  an  unequal  distribution  of  the  pub- 
lic funds.  This  Mr.  S.  said  must  depend  upon  the 
plan  hereafter  adopted.  For  his  own  part,  he  was 
free  to  say,  that  he  would  prefer  a  plan  to  distrib- 
ute the  fund  set  apart  for  this  purpose,  among  the 
States,  according  to  their  representation  in  this 
House ;  reserving  to  Congr^  the  right  to  desig- 
nate the  objects  upon  which  it  should  be  expended 
within  or  adjoining  the  several  States ;  and,  by 
referring  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  report,  it  would  be  seen 
that  there  was  scarcely  a  State  in  the  Union  which 
was  not  intersected  or  bounded  by  some  great  na- 
tional object  of  internal  improvement.  This  fund, 
yielding  an  annual  and  certain  aid  to  the  States, 
would  give  a  general  impulse  to  improvements 
throughout  the  Union;  it  would  stimulate  and 
strengthen  the  efforts  of  the  States;  and  induce 
them,  in  many  cases,  to  commence  great  underta- 
kings of  this  kmd,  which  would  never  be  attempted 
without  it. 

Thus  the  distribution  would  be  salutary,  it  would 
be  just,  equitable,  and  bei>eficial  to  every  portion 
of  the  Union.  But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  would  ask  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  whether  the 
expenditures  of  the  General  GK)vernment  were,  in 
other  respects,  equal  among  the  States  1  Look  at 
the  immense  expenditures  on  the  seaboard,  in  the 
erection  of  forts  and  other  public  works  of  defence, 
in  building  and  supporting  a  Navy,  for  the  protec- 


tion of  foreign  commerce,  and  for  defending  it 
against  foreign  aggression ;  the  late  war  was  em- 
phatically a  war  m  defence  of  "  Free  trade  and 
sailors'  nghts;"in  support  of  which  the  interior 
of  the  West  had  expended  their  full  portion  of  blood 
and  treasure.    Of  the  five  hundred  and  sixty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  expended. since  the  formation  of 
the  Government,  how  much  had  gone  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  interior,  in  promoting  internal  commerce 
among  the  Stated?    Scarcely  two  millions  for 
constructing  the  Cumberland  road,  and  this  tri- 
fling sum  the  State  of  Ohio  was  required  to  refund. 
Was  this  an  equal,  was  this,  he  asked,  a  fair  dis- 
tribution of  the  public  funds?    Must  all  be  de- 
voted to  foreign  commerce,  and  nothing  to  internal 
commerce  among  the  States?    Sir,  said  he,  the 
interior  is  now  laboring  under  a  complication  of 
difficulties,  which  rendered  their  situation  truly 
distressing.    The  manufacturing  establishments, 
which  heretofore  furnished  a  market  for  the  far- 
mer, (for  want  of  adequate  protection,)  had  sunk 
under  the  weight  of  foreign  competition ;  without 
canals,  the  products  of  agriculture  would  not  bear 
transportation  to  the  Atlantic  markets ;  thus,  the 
farmer,  without  a  market,  was  left  without  a  mo- 
tive to  industry.    Here  Mr.  S.  mentioned  a  variety 
of  facts,  showing  that  the  West  paid  annually  a 
tax  of  near  three  millions  of  dollars  for  the  trans- 
portation of  goods,  and  a  heavier  duty  was  paid 
on  glass  and  other  articles  carried  from  the  West 
to  Baltimore,  than  was  paid  by  the  foreign  article 
in  the  same  port;  nineteen-twentieths  of  this  ex- 
pense would  be  saved  by  a  single  canal  connect- 
ing the  Eastern  and  Western  waters.    He  then 
took  an  extensive  view  of  the  canals  and  internal 
improvements  in  England,  where  twenty-two  ca- 
nals crossed  their  mountains,  uniting  the  eastern 
and  western  waters  of  that  Kingdom.    He  also 
adverted  to  the  policy  of  France,  Holland,  and  sev- 
eral other  European  natfons,  and  contrasted  their 
policy  in  this  respect  with  our  own.    While  no 
nation,  he  said,  possessed  the  same  advantages,  the 
same  facilities,  or  the  same  inducements,  as  this,  for 
internal  improvements,  yet  none  had  done  so  little. 
Asa  nation,  he  said,  we  had  done  almost  nothing; 
we  were  far  behind  the  Holy  Alliance,  and  had 
sciircely  kept  up  with  the  Ottoman  Porte  in  at- 
tending to  the  internal  concerns  of  our  own  coun- 
try, by  developing  its  resources,  and  facilitating 
internal  trade  by  internal  improvements.    If  we 
were  asked  by  our  constituents  why  we  lavished 
millions  every  year,  for  the  benefit  and  protection 
of  foreign  commerce,  and  did  nothing  to  promote 
internal  commerce  among  the  States,  were  we 
prepared  to  give  them  a  satisfactory  answer? 

But,  as  nothing  but  what  was  foreign  appeared 
to  satisfy  some  gentletnen ;  as  they  appeared  to 
have  an  aversion  to  every  thing  that  was  domes- 
tic, that  was  internal,  that  was  American,  whether 
in  reference  to  commerce  or  manufactures,  still 
they  might,  he  said,  be  gratified — they  might  have 
foreign  commerce  at  home,  at  least  if  distance 
made  commerce  foreign.  For  instance,  he  said, 
our  Atlantic  merchants  might  be  as  profitably 
employed  to  themselves,  and  much  more  so  to  the 
country,  in  importing  lead  from  Missouri,  instead 
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of  briDgiiig  it  from  Europe.  While  the  Toyafe 
would  be  equally  foreign  as  to  distance,  it  would 
be  infinitely  more  secure  and  advantageous,  in 
a  single  year  (1816)  we  had  imported  from  abroad 
more  than  20,000,000  of  pounds  of  lead.  Every 
year  cost  the  nation  more  than  half  a  million  of 
dollars,  while  oar  ow^  country  furnished  this 
article  in  inexhaustible  quantities.  In  the  West, 
we  had  whole  districts  of  country  literally  com* 
posed  of  lead,  sufficient  to  supply  the  universe ; 
yet,  for  want  of  the  necessary  facilities  for  trans- 
portation, such  as  this  bill  was  intended  to  afford, 
these  immense  sources  of  national  wealth,  of  na- 
tional independence,  remained,  and  must  continue 
to  remain,  dormant  and  useless.  This  was  a 
single  instance  selected  to  illustrate  the  policy  of 
this  measure,  while  the  argument  would  apply 
with  equal  force  to  an  almost  infinite  variety  of 
othor  sources  of  wealth  in  the  interior,  as  iron, 
fflass,  d&c.,  the  raw  material  of  which  remained 
buried  in  the  earth,  useless  and  unproductive,  and 
which  only  required  the  plastic  and  vivifying 
touch  of  governmental  patronage  and  protection 
to  spring  at  once  into  useful  and  prosperous  ac- 
tivity. 

Mr.  8.  here  introduced  another  argument  in 
favor  of  this  measure,  drawn  from  its  evident  ten- 
dency to  enhance  the  value  of  the  public  lands,  of 
W^ich  the  Qovemment  still  had  for  sale  more 
than  400,000,000  of  acres,  and  with  respect  to 
which  Congress  had  express! v,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, power  to  make  "  all  needful  rules  and  regu- 
lations ;"  and  certainly  there  could  be  no  "regula- 
tion "  better  calculated  to  increase  their  value,  to 
fkcilitate  their  sale,  and  to  induce  their  settlement, 
than  a  good  system  of  roads  and  canals,  opening 
a  cheap,  free,  and  easy  communication  with  them. 
In  support  ot  this  argument,  Mr.  S.  read  several 
extracts  from  Mr.  Gallatin's  report,  made  in  1808, 
which   states,  araonff    other  things,  that  ^'the 

<  opening  of  an  inland  navigation  from  tide-water 
'  to  the  great  lakes  would  immediately  give  to  the 
'  great  wdy  of  lands  bordering  on  those  lakes  as 
'  great  value  as  if  th^y  were  situate  at  the  dis- 
'  tance  of  one  hundred  miles  by  land  from  the 

*  seacoast ;  and  if  the  proceeds  of  the  first  ten 
'  million  of  acres  which  may  be  sold  were  applied 

<  to  such  improvements,  the  United  States  would 
'  be  amply  repaid  in  the  sale  of  the  other  ninety 
'  millions."  Mr.  S.  also  referred  to  some  calcu- 
lations made  on  the  subiect,  in  a  letter  addressed 
to  Mr.  Gkiliatin  by  Mr.  Robert  Fulton,  to  whose 

genius  the  world  was  so  much  indebted,  in  which 
e  demonstrated  that  the  public  lands,  six  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  seaboard,  would,  by  the  use  of 
canals,  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  those  within 
fifty  miles  of  it  by  land.  '^  Every  mile  of  canal, 
he  stated,  through  the  public  lands,  would  accom- 
modate 25,600  acres  ;'*  "  and  the  land  sold,  says 

*  Mr.  Fulton,  in  1806,  averaged  about  two  dollars 
'  per  acre — with  a  canal  it  would  produce  six 
'  dollars.    Thus,  he  says,  only  twenty  miles  of 

*  canal  each  year  running  through  national  lands 
'  would  raise  the  value  of  512,000  acres,  four 
^dollars  per  acre,  giving  $1,048,000,  a  sura  suffi- 

*  eient  to  make  1§6  miles  of  canal."    Hence,  it 


was  evidently  the  interest  and  duty  of  the  Got- 
emment  speedily  to  adopt  a  system  of  policy 
which,  while  it  greatly  increasea  its  revenoe  ud 
resources,  would  at  the  same  time  open  a  market 
to  the  West,  facilitate  trade  and  intereoane,  oniie 
the  great  geographical  sections  of  the  (Jnbo,  ad 
thus  promote  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the 
nation. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S«,  possessing,  as  we  do,  the  otly 
free  Qovemment  upon  earth,  bles^  byDmne 
Providence  with  every  variety  of  climate  and  of 
soil,  unconnected  with  Europe,  and  straa^  lo 
the  storms  which  disturb  her  repose,  eojoyiBf 
tranquillity  at  home,  and  at  peace  with  all  ihe 
world,  it  is  the  policy  of  this  Government  to  tua 
its  attention  to  its  own  internal  improvement,  to 
bring  into  activity  its  own  immense  reaoarces, 
which,  as  yet,  were  but  partially  dev^oped;M 
minister  to  the  wants  and  relieve  the  distresses  of 
our  own  people,  by  seeking  out  and  adopting  ap- 
propriate remedies,  by  building  up  proud  and  penni* 
nent  and  glorious  monimieats  of  internal  improfe- 
ment,  which  will  remain  to  the  latest  posterity  n 
so  many  memorials  of  the  wisdom  and  montficeaee 
of  their  ancestors.  Unique  in  our  situatioB,o^ 
cupying  a  proud  pre-eminence  among  the  natiosi 
of  the  earth,  sir,  we  owe  a  great  example  to  the 
world,  not  by  conquering  and  destroying  natjoos^ 
but  by  cultivating  the  arts  of  peace,  by  makiif 
our  people  as  prosperous  and  as  happy  as  tfaejaif 
free.  His  heart,  Mr.  S.  said,  beat  faieh  with  jor 
and  gladness  when  he  contemplated  thedeligbtfil 
prospect  which,  he  flattered  himself,  was  rapidh 
rising  into  view,  when  this  nation  would  cease  to 
be  dependent  upon  European  skill  and  indostiT 
for  the  supply  of  its  wants ;  when  we  should  o- 
joy  the  utmost  degree  of  prosperity;  when  Net 
England,  now  sufficiently  populous,  instead  of 
Old  England,  should  become  the  great  and  prio- 
cipal  seat  of  our  manufacturing  establishmeots- 
the  South  cultivating  and  supplying  the  raw  IB^ 
terial,  while  the  West,  oflenng  to  the  hand  of 
agriculture  a  rich  and  productive  soil,  will  always 
aSbrd  the  breadstuflls  in  abundance.  Thas^  the 
great  sections  of  our  Republic  will  become  costo- 
mers  instead  of  rivals,  mutually  dependeat  upoa 
each  other  both  for  a  market  and  a  supnlf .  Tbeiu 
with  the  proposed  system  of  internal  improF^ 
ment,  by  which  the  provisions  of  the  West  would 
find  a  rapid,  cheap,  and  easy  conveyance  to  the 
East,  in  exchange  for  return  cargoes  of  maoB- 
factured  articles,  and  the  cottons  of  the  Sooth 
enjoying  similar  facilities  of  exchange  with  the 
North,  our  independence  would  become  perfectt 
and  our  Union  indissoluble. 

In  a  country,  continued  Mr.  S.,  so  extensive  is 
this,  s|)reading  itself  over  an  almost  unliotfled  ex- 
tent of  territory;  divided  into  great  geographies 
sections  by  high  and  almost  impassable  moontaios. 
and  presenting  an  exposed  military  ft^^^^ 
seven  or  eight  thousand  miles,  a  well  regulatn 
system  of  internal  improvements,  whether  regard- 
ed in  relation  to  its  military  strength,  or  its  politl* 
cal  stability,  or  its  commercial  prosperity,  was « 
the  utmost  importance.  With  it,  we  woold  he 
the  strongest,  without  it,  the  weakest,  nation  ob 
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eartb,  possessing  the  same  population  and  re- 
sources. Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  this  nation  must  d&* 
pend,  for  its  security  and  its  liberty,  not  upon 
standing  armies,  but  upon  the  virtue  and  patriot- 
ism of  the  people— on  the  militia,  the  citizen-sol- 
diers of  the  Republic.  Standing  armies,  in  time 
of  peace,  he  deprecated,  as  inauspicious  to  free- 
dom ;  he  regarded  them  as  a  most  destructive  bane, 
and  intolerable  burden.  The  strength  of  this  na- 
tion, therefore,  in  all  emergencies,  would  be  in 
proportion  to  the  facility  with  which  the  physical 
force  of  the  country  could  be  promptly  and  rapid- 
ly concentrated  at  any  point  where  its  presence 
might  be  required,  whether  "  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tions" at  home,  or  '^to  repel  invasions"  from 
abroad. 

Suppose,  said  Mr.   6.,   your  seaboard  to  be 
threatened  by  the  combined  fleets  of  Europe, 
without  the  possibility  of  knowing  at  what  pomt 
yon  were  to  be  attacked,  what  would  be  a  stand- 
ins  army  of  even  one  hundred  thousand  men,  dis- 
tributed alonff  a  maritime  frontier  of  three  or  four 
thousand  miles,  without  facilities  for  prompt  and 
rapid  concentration?    They  would  be  weas  and 
inefficient.    How  much  more  powerful  and  efiec- 
taal  would  be  a  system  of  inland  navigation,  ex- 
tending from  the  North  to  the  South,  connecting 
in  one  common  chain  the  whole  of  your  Atlantic 
cities,  and  thence^  like  the  radii  of  a  circle,  pene- 
trating the  interior  to  its  centre,  enabling  the 
whole  physical  strength  of  the  country  to  be  rap- 
idly delivered  at  any  given  point,  where  they 
could  move,  with  all  the  munitions  of  war,  *^paH 
passu"  with  the  enemy,  always  fresh  and  unbrok- 
en by  the  fatigue  of  long  ^and  forced  marches  ? 
These  advantages,  said  Mr.  S.,  are  not  imaginary. 
Thev  have  been  already,  in  some  degree,  realized 
on  tne  New  York  canal,  where  we  now  transport 
troops  and  munitions  of  war  more  than  three 
times  the  distance  in  the  same  period,  and  at  less 
than  one-third  the  former  expense,  without  fatigue 
to  the  soldier,  or  the  destruction  of  property  attend- 
ant upon  land  transportation.    As  a  means  of  na- 
tional defence,  therefore,  roads  and  canals  were 
incomparably  the   best.    In  peace,  liberty  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  roads  and  canals — from 
standing  armies  it  had.    In  peace,  forts  were  use- 
less, nay,  worse — they  were  a  burden  of  expense. 
Roads  a  ad  canals,  whether  in  peace  or  in  war, 
afforded  every  facility  for  commercial  intercourse, 
and,  if  made  by  sutecribing  stock,  would  be,  in- 
stead of  a  public  burden,  a  constant  source  of  reve- 
nue to  the  Qovernment,  presenting  such  facilities 
that,  hj  stamping  on  the  earth,  an  army  will 
spring  into  existence,  and  rush  to  the  point  of 
danger  or  alarm. 

But,«independent  of  their  military  and  commer- 
cial advantages,  roads  and  canals,  considered  in 
a  political  point  of  view,  would  form  one  of  the 
most  powerful  bonds  of  union  among  the  States. 
They  virtually  removed  mountains,  conquered 
time  and  space,  brought  distant  parts  of  the  coun- 
try more  nearl^  to^edier,  and  united  them  by  the 
strong  ties  of  friendship,  of  interest,  of  intercourse. 
And  here  he  begged  leave  again  to  quote  the  lan- 
guage of  Washington,  the  Father  ot  his  Coun- 


try, whose  solemn  advice  could  never  be  too  often 
repeated.  In  speaking  of  the  Western  country, 
forty  years  ago,  he  says:  "For  my  own  part,  I 
^  wish  sincerely  every  door  to  that  country  may 
'  be  set  wide  open,  and  the  commercial  intercourse 
'  with  it  rendered  as  free  and  easy  as  possible. 

<  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  best,  it  not  the  only 

*  cement,  that  can  bind  these  people  to  us  for  any 

<  length  of  time;  and  we  shall  be  deficient  in 
'  foresight  and  wisdom,  if  we  neglect  tfie  means 
'  of  effecting  it.  Our  interest,"  he  says,  "  is  so 
'  much  in  unison  with  this  measure,  that  nothing 

*  short  of  that  ill-timed  and  misapplied  parsimony, 

<  and  contracted  way  of  thinking,  which  inter- 
'  mingles  so  much  in  our  public  councils,  can 
^  counteract  it." 

If  the  policy  which  opposed  this  measure  forty 
years  ago,  was  justly  considered  unwise,  ill-timeo, 
contracted,  and  illiberal,  what  would  be  said  of  it 
now  ?    Since  then,  a  new  world,  as  if  by  ma^ic, 
had  sprung  up  in  the  West ;  the  wilderness  had 
yielded  to  the  hand  of  industry  ;  ships  had  taken 
the  place  of  the  Indian's  canoe,  and  splendid  cities 
and  towns,  and  cultivated  fields,  had  risen  on  the 
ruins  of  savage  huts.    If  it  then  required  roads  and 
canals  as  the  "best  and  only  cement,"  to  hold  to- 
gether the  East  and  the  West,  how  much  more 
are  they  required  now?  Then  the  Western  people 
were  surrounded  by  powerful  and  hostile  savage 
tribes ;  they  were  not  only  dependent  on  the  At- 
lantic States  for  protection  and  for  supplies,  but 
were  bound  to  them  by  all  the  ties  of  a  common 
kindred,  and  filial  affection,  bearing  to  the  East- 
ern States  the  relation  of  the  first  colonies  to  the 
mother  countrv.    But  how  is  it  now  ?    The  pop- 
ulation of  the  West  is  the  growth  of  its  own  soil; 
their  wealth  and  resources  are  increasing  every 
day ;  they  are  becoming,  of  themselves,  a  great 
and  powerful  people,  and,  as  they  increas^  in 
weight,  it  would  be  the  part  of  a  wise  policy  to  in- 
crease the  number  and  strength  of  the  ties  which 
unite  them  to  the  East.  Though  it  is  true,  sir,  that 
the  West  cling  to  their  brethren  of  the  East,  with  a 
fond  affection  and  an  ardent  attachment ;  though 
they  cheerfully  perform  an  annual  pilgrimage  over 
yonder  rough  and  rugged  mountains,  to  worship 
nere  with  "  a  more  than  Eastern  idolatry,"  at  this 
temple  of  liberty,  this  altar  of  our  Union  ;  yet,  sir. 
remember  that  the  time  may  come  (which  God 
forbid)  when  an  unwise  and  unjust  policy  may 
weaken  those  attachments,  however  strong,  and 
stifle  those  affections,  however  pure.    Though  all 
is  now  sunshine,  still  a  cloud  may  yet  appear  to 
darken  and  to  mar  our  political  horizon.    How 
long  was  it  since  the  tnreat  of  resistance,  the 
thunder  of  rebellion,  was  heard  on  this  floor  from 
another  quarter  ?    Though  he  did  not,  for  bis  own 
part,  apprehend  any  danger,  at  present ;  yet  it  was, 
he  repeated,  the  part  of  a  wise  policy  to  strengthen, 
by  every  possible  means,  the  ties  which  bind  this 
Union  together ;  for,  upon  it  depended  the  peace, 
and  the  happiness,  and  the  best  hopes  of  this  peo- 
ple.   Destroy  this,  and  you  extinguish  the  last 
lamp  of  liberty  ;  you  prostrate  the  last  citadel  of 
freedom.    Thus,  freedom  left  without  a  friend, 
and  liberty  without  a  sanctuary,  the  fell  principles 
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of"  the  Holy  Alliance  "  would  spread,  unresisted, 
their  gloomy  dominion  over  the  universe. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  Stewart,  I  feel  that  I  have  tres- 
passed too  long  on  the  patience  of  the  Committee, 
and  will  only  add,  that  the  power  to  pass  this  bill 
is  as  clear  to  my  mind, as  its  exercise  is  expedient. 
Sir,  said  he,  it  is  almost  the  onlv  power  you  pos- 
sess of  conferring  benefits  and  blessings  upon  the 
States;  of  expending  the  people's  money  for  the 
people's  benefit;  and  its  exercise,  more  than  any 
other,  would  tend  to  promote  and  to  perpetuate 
the  union,  harmony,  and  prosperity  of  this  nation; 
and,  as  he  considered  this  the  most  salutary  power 
that  the  General  Government  possessed,  so  it 
would  be  the  last  that  be  would  consent  to  sur- 
render. It  was  a  power  which  every  well-regu- 
lated government  must  possess — the  power  of  self- 
improvement. 

Sir,  said  he,  defeat  this  bill,  and  you  give  the 
death-blow  (o  the  best  hopes  and  best  interests  of 
this  nation.  Pass  it,  and  one  other,  (he  meant 
the  tariff',)  and  the  18th  Congress  will  have  nobly 
done  its  duty.  It  will  be  hailed  by  future  genera* 
tions  as  having  laid  the  foundation  of  a  system 
of  policy  which  would  soon  raise  this  nation  to 
the  high  and  brilliant  destiny  that  awaits  it. — 
Let  the  fate,  however,  of  these  measures  be  what 
it  might,  he  would,  at  least,  have  the.satisfactioui 
he  said,  of  recording  his  name  in  their  favor. 


Thursday,  January  29. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webstjsr,  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Ofi&ce  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law, 
that  the  publishers  of  newspapers,  and  other  peri- 
odical journals,  may  be  allowed,  in  transmitting 
such  newspapers,  or  lournals,  by  mail,  to  accom- 
pany them  with  bills,  or  memorandums  of  ac- 
count, on  such  conditions,  and  for  such  additional 
rates  of  postage,  as  may  be  thought  proper. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  William  P.  Duval,  Governor  of  Florida, 
accompanied  by  a  printed  copy  of  the  "Acts  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Flor- 
ida, passed  at  their,  second  session,  1823;"  which 
letter  and  acts  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendment  proposed  bv  the  Senate  to  the 
bUl,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  tne  times  of  holding 
the  District  Court  at  Mobile,  in  the  District  of 
Alabama,"  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
joint  resolution  in  relation  to  an  intended  visit  of 
the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  to  the  United  States, 
was  read,  and  conci^rred  in  by  the  Hou5e. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State 
of  Missouri,  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  derived 
from  the  Governments  of  France  and  Spain," 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  made  on  the  12th  instant,  on  a 
proposition  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the 
provbions  of  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  pur- 


chasel^s  of- public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1820,"  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  oa  ik 
Public  Lands.  , 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  mtdeoa 
the  27th  instant,  in  relation  to  an  equalization  of 
the  compensation  of  deputy  Postmaatera,  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  for  obtaining  the  requisite  plus 
and  estimates  on  the  subject  ot  roads  and  caoak 

Mr.  Stewart  concluded  the  speech  which  k 
began  yesterday,  in  favor  of  the  bill,  as  given  en- 
tire in  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Yirginia,  in  rising,  sati 
that  he  had  not  the  vanity  to  suppose  that  any  ar- 
gument which  he  could  oner  on  this  subject  wooli 
change  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  House,  inik 
previous  vote  on  this  bill.  Indeed,  h(*Bhouldhan 
considered  himself  precluded,  by  his  respect  for 
the  House,  from  any  attempt  to  discuss,  at  thii 
stage,  the  important  principles  involved  in  tlm 
bill,  had  not  the  House  evinced,  by  conseDtio^  te 
recommit  it,  a  willingness  lo  have  it  more  folir 
and  freely  debated.  Under  this  impression  be  rose, 
at  this  protracted  stage  of  the  debate,  to  dii^cbarge 
what  he  believed  to  be  a  sacred  duty,  and  to  t^ 
the  indulgence  of  the  Conunittee,  whilst  he  p.^ 
sented,  as  briefly  as  he  could,  his  views  on  this  in- 
teresting and  important  subject. 

He  did  not  intend,  Mr.,  S.  said,  to  discuss  ii 
large  the  expediency  of  the  system,  towards  whkt 
this  bill  was  avowe41y  a  preliminary  step,ajiil 
which  might  justly  be  considered  as  the  first  M 
in  the  mighty  chain  of  constructive  power.  Can* 
dor,  however,  required  him  to  say  that,  if  be  i^- 
lieved  the  power  claimed  could  be  exercised  with; 
out  a  violation  of  the  ConstitutioQ,  yet  he  wooli 
refuse  to  exercise  it. 

He  concurred  in  the  opinion  expressed  b?  ^ 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Kentuckf,  (ii» 
SjPEAKER,)  that  political  power  was  the  highest 
which  could  be  given  by  man  to  man.  It  was  \k 
most  sacred  trust  that  could  be  reposed  io  aa 
earthly  tribunal;  but  he  had  yet  to  learn  bowi 
refusal  to  exercise  any  power,  which  might  be 
deemed  unwise  or  inexpedient,,  could  be  coDstrofli 
into  an  abandonment  of  duty,  or  treachery  to  tbe 
nation.  He  would  not  follow  gentlemen  ip  ^^ 
wide  range  they  had  taken,  as  to  the  expedieacr 
of  this  measure,  but  would  content  him^f  ^^^ 
presenting  some  general  remarks,  in  relation  to 
this  branch  of  the  subject,  hefote  he  came  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  power. 

There  are  many  and  powerful  considecations, 
Mr.  S.  said,  which,  in  his  opinion,  forbid  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  power  hy  the  General  GoverDmeoi 
at  the  present  time.  The  subject  was  ooe  peco* 
liarly  fitted  for  the  State  governments.  It  wasoQ« 
of  a  local,  rather  than  a  national  character;  ai» 
could  only  be  well  executed  by  the  local  author- 
ities. All  these  schemes  of  internal  improreiueQ( 
must  have  their  rise,  Mr.  S.said,  in  local  iotere^t^ 
and  feelings  J  and  he  put  it  to  the  candor  of  to^ 
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friends  of  this  bill  to  say,  whether  their  eonlem- 
plated  schemes  for  improveineDt  had  not  their 
origin  in  local  views.  What  security,  Mr.  S.  ask- 
ed, by  the  present  Constitution,  should  we  have  for 
equality,  in  the  disbursements  of  the  millions  which 
would  be  necessary  for  the  execution  of  these 
splendid  and  pisigaincent  schemes?  None^  none, 
bat  legislative  discretion  and  pleasure.  Does  not 
every  impartial  mind  see  that  the  resources  of  the 
nation,  derived  from  all.  would  be  used  for  local 
rather  than  national  oDJeets;  and  that  favoi'ite 
portions  of  the  Union  would  receive  the  benefits, 
whilst  other  parts  could  not  participate  ? 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  instead  of  promoting  those 
great  national  benefits,  which  the  imagination  of 
the  honorable  Speaker  has  sketched  in  such  bright 
perspective;  instead  of  promoting  union  and  peace 
among  the  States  and  the  people,  it  would  be  the 
apple  of  discord  and  disunion.  Look  to  the  situa- 
tion of  some  of  the  old  Slates,  and  see  what  would 
be  the  operation  of  this  system  upon  them.  There 
are  many  of.  them  who  deny  the  Constitutional 
power  now  claimed,  and  believe  it  cannot,  and 
ought  not  to  be  exercised  by  this  Government. 
They  have  maintained  that  opinion  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Gpvernment  to  the  present  time. 
They  have  heretofore  refused  to  participate  in  any 
of  these  schemes,  and  would,  he  had  no  doubt, 
continue  to  preserve  tbeir  consistency.  In  relation 
to  my  own  State,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  feel  a  proud  con- 
fidence that  she  will  not  abandon  the  high  ground 
which  she  has  heretofore  so  well  and  so  ably  sus- 
tained. Virginia,  sir,  has  maintained  too  long  her 
worship  at  the  altar  of  the  Constitution,  pure  and 
undefiied,  to  be  seduced  from  her  allegiance  by 
golden  considerations,  or  alarmed  by  any^  mistaken 
apprehensions  of  disunion  or  disaffection.  Vir- 
gmia  is  not  insensible  to  the  benefits  of  internal 
improvement ;  she  is  now  actively  Engaged  in  this 
great  work;  but  she  asks  not  the  aid  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  would  scorn  to  receive  it,  by  a  sacri- 
fice of  her  principles,  or  an  abandonment  of  duty. 
There  are  other  States  which  hold  the  same  sen- 
timents. What,  then,  is  our  situation  ?  Why,  the 
resources  of  our  nation  are  to  be  seized  on,  to  ag- 
grandize our  Western  and  Northwestern  brethren ; 
to  subdue  the  Western  floods,  and  tame  their 
mountains ;  and,  if  we  refuse  our  assent,  we  are 
told  that  ^Uhe  Union  may  be  endangered  and 
shaken  to  its  centre." 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  entertain  no  fears  upon  the 
subject.  No  man  can  make  me  believe  that  the 
rejection  of  this  bill,  or  the  refusal  to  exercise  the 
power  DOW  claimed  is  to  separate  these  States,  or 
alienate  the  afiec lions  of  th^  West  from  the  Union. 
Our  Western  brethren  are  too  patriotic  and  high- 
mindedtj  they  bear  too  noble  and  lofty  a  spirit 
they  are  bound  to  us  by  too  many  and  endearing 
ties ;  they  have  poured  out  their  blood  too  freely 
in  defence  of  every  thing  which  can  be  dear  to 
freemen — to  let  any  mistaken  or  momentary  feel- 
ing hurry  them  into  anarchy  or  disunion.  In  op- 
posing this  bill,  Mr.  S.  disclaimed  any  unfriendly 
feeling  towards  the  West.  He  could  say,  with  an 
ancient  worthy — 

**  Amicus  Plato:  sed  magis  arnica  Veritas." 


.  He  loved  the  West,  but  he  loved  the  Constitu- 
tion and  interests  of  his  country  more. 

Heealled  upon  gentlemen  lo  pause!  If  this 
power  mOst  be  exercised  bv  this  Government,  let 
It  be  by  an  amendment  ot  the  Coosiitulion.  A 
proposition  to  that  efiect  had  been  submitted  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  Let  us  wait  its 
issue ;  present  the  question  fairly  to  the  people ;  (I 
do  not  say  that  I  will  vote  for  it;)  but  it  they, 
after  fully  understanding  and  weighing  the  suo- 
ject,  shall  determine  to  give  you  this  power,  then, 
and  not  till  then,  attempt  to  exercise  it. 

Mr.  S.said  that  he  would  now  proceed  to  the 
question  of  Constitutional  power.  Have  Confess 
a  right  to  project  and  execute  a  great  national 
scheme  of  internal  improvement,  by  means  of 
roads  and  canals  ?  This  was  the  view  in  which 
this  bill  had  been  sustained  by  the  able  and  inge- 
nious arguments  of  its  friends ;  and  it  was,  Mr.  S. 
said,  his  intention  to  examine  and  answer  these 
arguments  as  far  as  he  was  able.  Before,  how- 
ever, he  did  so,  he  begged  to  be  indulged  with  a 
few  preliminary  remarks  upon  the  indisposition 
which  was  always  manifested  in  this  House,  to 
Constitutional  discussions.  It  must  be  obvious  to 
those  who  had  been  here  but  for  a  short  time, 
that  arguments  of  this  character  were  never  very 
graciously  received  on  this  floor ;  and  especially 
where  they  were  supposed  to  conflict  with  fa- 
vorite or  mterestinjg  schemes  of  national  policy. 
If  there  was  nothing  in  the  measure  proposed, 
and  objected  to,  onensive  to  the  great  princi- 
ples of  civil  liberty,  or  republican  Government, 
gentlemen  were  not  disposed  to  examine  very 
nicely  the  powers  between  the  two  Governments. 
The  line  between  powers  surrendered  and  those 
retained,  they  were  not  anxious  to  draw,  provided 
any  good  end  might  be  obtained,  by  the  exercise 
of  the  immediate  power  claimed.  We  hear  it 
daily  rung  in  our  ears,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  these  dis- 
cussions are  idle ;  that  this  will,  and  most,  become 
a  great  and  splendid  Government ;  and  that  it  is 
folly  to  suppose  that  we  have  not,  and  ought  not 
to  have,  the  powers  to  accomplish  it.  Virginia, 
too,  is  ridiculed  and  abused  for  her  scruples  and 
her  jealousy  upon  this  subject.  Sir,  let  me  tell 
this  House  that  the  period  is  approaching,  if  it  has 
not  arrived,  when  Constitutional  discussions  must 
and  will  be  listened  to  here.  The  people  are  get- 
ting roused,  and  the  subject  is  coming  home  to 
the  bosom  of  every  |nan.  Human  afiections 
and  attachments,  Mr.  S.  said,  had  been  aptly 
compared  to  solar  heat^  which  decreases  in  pro- 
portion as  it  recedes  from  the  sun.  This  was 
true  in  relation  to  Government.  As  it  extended 
and  spread  out  its  limits  and  population,  the  ex- 
tremities would  become  weakened,  and  corre- 
sponding energy  and.  power  must  be  given  to  the 
centre. 

When  the  Government  was  formed  of  the  old 
thirteen  Slates,  fears  were  then  entertained  by< 
many  of  the  wise  men  who  formed  it,  that  its  ter- 
ritorial limits  were  too  large  for  a  single  Govern- 
ment, and  that  it  would  require  too  inuch  power 
to  govern  well.  What  would  then  have  been 
thought,  if  it  could  have  been  foreseen  that,  in 
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forty  years,  we  should  faaye  been  pusbingoar  lim- 
its to  the  waters  of  the  Oregon,  a  distance  from 
the  Seat  of  Government  of  some  foor  or  five  thoa- 
sand  miles?   • 

Sir,  is  it  not  demonstrable  that,  as  you  extend 
your  territorial  limits,  the  power  in  the  centre  will, 
like  the  snow-ball,  continue  to  increase;  and  that 
a  spirit  of  jealousy  will  arise  in  the  States  and 
among  the  people,  unfrieodly  to  the  (Government  ? 
Do  we  not  know  that  this  is  now  the  case,  and 
that  more  danger  is  apprehended  from  tyranny  in 
the  head  than  anarchy  in  the  extremities  1  Is  it 
not  what  might  be  expected?  Do  we  suppose 
that  the  people  are  williog  to  abandon  their  State 
governments  as  useless  corporations  ?-^those  gor- 
ernments  which  brought  tnem  through  an  age  of 
revolution,  and  cheered  them  amid  the  gloom  of  a 
long  and  bloody  war ;  those  governments  to  which 
the  people  look  up  for  the  protection  of  their  dear^ 
est  ri^^hts,  and  consider  as  the  safe-guard  of  their 
liberties!  We  may  hug  ourselves  in  the  con- 
sciousness of  possessing  power  which  cannot  be 
taken  from  us ;  but  the  eyes  of  the  nation  will  be 
upon  us.  No  Constitution,  said  Mr.  S.  possesses 
the  power  of  preserving  itself;  no  parchment  bar- 
riers ever  did  or  can  preserve  a  government :  it  is 
to  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people  that 
we  are  to  look.  Without  this,  your  Constitution, 
when  opposed  to  the  lust  of  power,  would  be  a 
dead  letter;  a  miserable,  empty  reed,  dashing 
against  a  Colossust  There  is,  besides,  no  friendly 
third  Power  to  decide  between  the  States  and 
General  Grovernment  in  conflicts  for  power.  These 
considerations  ought  to  teach  those  who  are  rulers 
in  the  respective  governments  the  necessity  of 
caution  and  forbearance  in  the  execution  of  their 
powers — to  recede  from,  rather  than  to  overstep, 
the  line  of  separation ;  and  to  invite,  rather  than 
to  scowl  upon,  Constitutional  discussions.  It  is 
only  by  this  coqrse,  said  Mr.  S,  that  we  can  pre- 
serve the  Union,  and  the  liberties  and  happiness 
of  the  people.  As  to  my  own  course,  Mr.  (chair- 
man. It  has  long  sinee  been  settled.  I  came 
here  to  exercise  my  duty  in  good  faith ;  and, 
whilst  I  will  not,  by  an  improper  or  weak  exer- 
cise of  power,  paralyze  the  energies  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, or  deteat  the  great  objects  of  its  creation, 
I  will  not  legislate  into  the  Constitution  one  scin- 
tilla of  power,  or  assume  even  that  which  I  may 
think  doubtful,  to  obtain  any  object,  however  dj- 
sirable. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  can  never  fo^t  the  woids 
of  the  venerable  Clinton,  when,  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  he  rejected  the  bill  rechartering 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  said  :  "  In  the 

*  course  of  a  long  life,  I  have  found  that  Govern- 
'  ment  is  not  to  be  strengthened  by  an  assumption 
'  of  doubtful  powers,  but  by  a  wise  and  energetic 
^  execution  oi  those  which  are  incontestable :  the 
'  former  never  fails  to  produce  suspicion  and  dis- 

*  trust,  whilst  the  latter  inspires  respect  and  con- 

*  fidence." 

These  words  ought  to  be  written  in  letters  of 
gold  upon  your  Coliseum,  and  over  the  doors  of 
this  Hall;  and  he  would  go  still  further,  (much 
as  he  was  opposed  to  amendments  to  the  Consti- 


tution, and  despised  oaths,)  and  to  the  oath  wfaick 
every  member  of  this  House  takes  to  rapport  tlie 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  be  would  add 
the  words,  ''and  never  exercise  a  doubtfal  power.^ 
Mr.  S.  said,  that,  before  he  came  to  eommeit 
upon  the  two  parts  of  the  ConsCiUttioa  whieb  the 
honorable  Speaker  and  his  friend  firon  Delaware 
(Mr.  McLane)  relied  on  as  deriving  this  povn, 
he  would  make  a  single  remark  upon  the  discn- 
pancy  which  existed  amongst  the  friends  of  tiM 
oil  I,  as  to  the  sources  of  the  power  daimed.  The 
Speaker  bad  defended  this  diversity  of  opinioa, 
and  thought  there  was  nothing  extraordinary  is 
it.  He  said  that  it  was  common  for  men  to  viev 
the  same  sobiect  under  different  aspects.  That  it 
was  favoraUe  to  the  assertion  of  the  power 
claimed,  inasmuch  as  the  same  result  was  ob> 
tained  by  so  many  various  modes  of  reasoDiag. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  8.,  I  protest  against  arffuments  lie 
these,  as  applicable  to  a  written  and  limited  Cofr- 
stitutioo.  Can  it  be  believed  that  a  power  like 
that  claimed — a  power  involvins  all  the  highest 
attributes  of  sovereignty,  should  nave  beeowhoUj 
omitted  in  the  specification  of  powers,  and  leftas 
accessorial  to  half  a  dozen  subordinate  and  ioferiot 
powers  ?  The  friends  of  this  bill  are  eompleidf 
at  war  among  themselves,  as  to  the  true  scorer « 
the  power.  One  gentleman  comes  forward  and 
claims  it  under  the  clause  '*to  establish  posted 
fices  and  post  roads."  A  second  disclaims  tiie 
source,  but  seeks  it  under  the  right  to  ''regultit 
commerce."  A  third  does  not  believe  it  is  U 
either,  but  maintains  that  it  is  given  by  theelaQ« 
empowering  Congress  to  "  declare  war."  A  foanli, 
from  the  power  to  appropriate  money.  AfiAlt: 
from  the  clause  authorizing  us  to  pass  all  It*) 
"  necessary  and  proper"  to  carry  into  effect  tke 
powers  vested  in  the  General  GkiveromeDt ;  and 
a  sixth,  from  the  power  to  ^  provide  for  the  coa- 
mon  defence  and  general  wel^re."  Now,  » it 
not  singular,  Mr.  S.  asked,  that  a  power  of  stidi 
magnitude  should  have  been  left  to  implicatioi, 
ana  be  capfible  of  beiag  attached,  by  tDgeoioes 
construction,  to  so  many  and  such  coofliciio« 
powers,  in  an  instrument  so  distinct,  so  caotjoos; 
so  minute,  in  all  its  specifications,  as  the  Cocsct- 
tution  of  the  United  States?  The  honorable 
Speaker,  in  his  able  and  ingenious  argument,  took 
his  stand  upon  the  power  to  make  post  roads,  aad 
to  regulate  commerce  between  the  States,  tboogb 
he  admitted  that  the  commercial  <ciaose  was  i^ 
most  doubtful  source  of  power.  He  costeoded 
that  the  whole  question  turned  upon  the  troe  ^ 
nification  of  the  word  ^'establish,"  which  be 
asserted  to  mean  (in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  nsn 
in  the  Constitution)  to  "fix,"  "build,"  "create, 
"  make  firm."  Mr.  S.  said,  that  he  was  noi  > 
little  astonished  that  the  Speaker  should,  in  the 
construction  of  an  instrument  so  sacred  as  the 
Constitution,  have  confined  himself  to  verbal  cria- 
cism  and  a  play  upon  words.  Did  he  so  \^^  ^ 
the  period  when  the  Constitution  was  formed,  or 
^ive  us  the  circumstances  which  led  to  its  fons^ 
tion?  Did  he  call  to  his  aid  any  of  the  abi« 
writers  who  have  given  us  commentaries  on  its 
meaning  ?    Did  he  show  us  how  these  daases  iit 
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the  CoDstitution  were  considered  by  the  CouTea- 

tions  who  ratified  it?  Did  he  resort  to  the  discos- 
sioDs  in  the  State  Gonrentions  ?  Did  he  eompare 
the  various  parts  of  the  instrnmeDt  with  each 
ociier  ?  No,  sir ;  be  told  us  simply  that  the  word 
"establish"  meaot  to  create;  and  that  the  whole 
ar^uiDent  turned  upon  the  true  signification  of 
this  word. 

Now,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  am  direetly  at  issue  with 
the  Speaker,  as  to  the  meaning  of  this  word 
'* establish."  It*  we  ^o  to  philologieal  authority, 
or  common  usaee,  it  is  much  oftener  used  to  sig- 
nify ^'confirm,''  **  adopt,"  '^  desiff nate,"  than  to 
create,  construct,  or  build.  Establish  is  to  render 
certain,  fixed.  We  speak  of  an  *' established 
chorch,"  or  an  '' established  religion."  We  do 
DOC  mean  a  church  or  religion  created,  but  one 
fixed,  confirmed  by  authority.  The  word  '*  estab- 
iish,"  includes  the  idea  of  authority,  when  used 
in  a  legislative  sense.  It  has  been  said  that,  to 
ascertain  its  signification,  (in  the  clause  under 
consideration,^  we  must  resort  to  other  parts  of 
the  Constitution,  when  the  word  is  used  in  the 
same  sense,  or  in  relation  to  the  same  subject. 

In  the  seventh  article  of  the  Constitution,  it  is 
said  that  the  assent  of  nine  States  shall  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  ^'establishment  of  this  Constitution." 
Now,  this  word  establish  was  used  there  to  mean 
confirmation,  adoption,  ratification.  It  was  not 
intended  to  mean  "  creation,"  because  the  Consti- 
tatioo  had  been  previously  formed,  and  was  in 
being ;  it  was  only  to  be  presented  to  the  people 
to  be  adopted  and  confirmed. 

Again :  there  were  other  strong  legislative  illu»- 
irations,  Mr.  S.  said,  ^though  he  scarcely  thought 
this  verbal  criticism  befitted  the  dignity  of  that 
House,)  which  would  go  to  show  this  word  '' es- 
tablish" was  intended  to  be  u^^ed  by  the  framersof 
he  Constitution.  In  the  year  1775,  Congress  ap- 
winled  a  Postmaster,  with  power  to  ''  establish" 
ines  of  weekly  posts  from  New  £Snglatid  to  Gteor- 
pa.  Now,  Mr.  S.  said,  it  would  not,  he  presumed, 
)e  contended  that  the  Postmaster  General,  during 
be  Revolutionary  war^  under  the  power  to  "  est- 
ablish posts  and  post  Imes,  or  routes,"  could  have 
xerciscti  or  claimed  the  power  of  creating  and 
ictualiy  making  roads,  against  the  will  of  the 
Itates.  Then  Congress  had  no  more  power  over 
he  territory  qr  jurisdiction  of  the  States  than  they 
ad  in  any  country  in  Europe.  It  was  only  meant 
!>  give  the  power  of  designating  and  marking  out 
be  particular  roads  or  routes  to  be  used  as  post 
Dads;  and  such,  no  doubt,  was  the  meaning  of 
tie  framers  of  the  Constitution  in  giving  Con- 
ress  the  power  to  *'  establish  post  offices  and  post 
3ads." 

Indeed,  Mr.  S.  said  that  this  was  their  mean- 
)g,  was  rendered  clear  to  his  mind,  beyond  doubt, 
y  the  provision  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
pon  this  subject.  Under  the  Confederation,  it 
ever  was  contended,  by  any,  that  Congress  could 
ave  forced  their  way  into  the  States  to  make 
)ads  and  canals.  Tne  States  were,  then,  to  be 
>axed  into  measures,  not  coerced.  Yet  the  Arti- 
es of  Confederation  gave  to  Congress  the  power 
f  "establishing  and  regulating  post  offices,  from 


one  State   to  another,   throughout  the  United- 
States." 

This  power  was  transferred  from  the  Articles 
of  Confederation  to  the  Constitution;  and  the 
word  "establish,"  used  in  both,  was  to  be  under- 
stood in  the  same  sense.  He  thought  that  this 
was  conclusive. 

But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  would  discard  all  arffu* 
meats  arising  from  the  literal  meaning  of  tois 
word  "establish"  and  would  go  to  a  fair  and  just 
construction  of  the  Constitution,  as  it  was  under- 
stood by  its  framers  and  the  people,  in  relation  to 
the  extent  of  this  power  now  claimed. 

He  laid  it  down  as  an  incontrovertible  rule  in 
the  construction  of  all  written  instruments,  that 
if  the  meaning  be  clear,  all  the  eonsequences, 
whatever  they  may  be,  were  to  be  admitted;  but, 
if  the  meaning  be  doubtful,  then  it  was  fairly 
triable  by  ito  consequences.  Now,  it  would,  be 
conceded,  he  presumed,  by  all,  that  the  [K>Wer 
claimed  was  at  least  a  doubtful  one,  and,  if  so; 
that  it  was  fair  to  examine  the  consequences  to 
which  it  would  lead,  by  wa^  of  proving  that 
it  never  was  intended  to  be  given.  Let  us  see, 
said  Mr.  S.,  what  these  consequenees  are.  If  this 
power  etists,  it  is  one  independent  of  the  State 
€k>vernments.  It  may  be  exercised  against  the 
consent  of  the  States  and  the  people;  The  Gen- 
eral Qovemment  can  force  a  way  through  the 
States — take  land ;  make  roads  of  any  dimetasion ) 
cut  timber ;  put  up  gates ;  collect  tolls ;  build 
houses ;  appoint  keepers ;  punish  for  injuries  to 
the  roads ;  impose  penal  sanctions,  d^.  The 
jurisdiction,  he  said,  must  foe  either  in  the  States 
or  the  General  Government.  It  cannot  be  in  the 
States,  because,  if  it  was,  they  might  resist  and  de- 
feat your  power.  It  must  then  be  in  the  General 
Government.  You  get  the  right  of  soil,  and  the 
right  of  exclusive  jurisdiction.  You  may  extin^ 
guish  (and  indeed  must)  all  State  authority,  Le* 
gislative.  Executive,  and  Judicial.  Your  juris- 
diction becomes  national  and  municipal,  and 
precisely  the  same  as  in  forts,  dockyards,  d^c. 

Now,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  deny  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  can  exercise  jurisdiction 
over  soil,  in  a  natioiial  view ;  but  in  two  cases. 
1st.  Over  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  such 
places  as  they  may  purchase  by  the  consent  of 
the  Legislatures  of  the  State  in  which  the  same 
shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  d&c.>  2d.  By* 
their  power  of  taxation.  These  are  the  only  two 
cases  under  the  Constitution  in  which  the  Gen- 
eral Government  can  acquire  land  as  a  sovereign 
Power.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  go  into 
the  discussion  of  fhe  question  stated  the  other  day 
b^r  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  as  to  the  power 
of  this  <jk>vernment  to  purchase  and  hold  land  as 
an  individual ;  but  if  this  could  be  done,  (and  he 
would  now  neither  admit  nor  denjr  it,)  it  must  be 
held  subject  to  the  State  jurisdiction.  The  ven- 
dor may  pass  the  right  oi  soil,  but  the  territorial 
jurisdiction  remains  with  the  State.  The  lex  loci 
rei  sita,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  universal,  as  to  the  real- 
ity. The  General  Government  was  as  much 
bound  to  conform  to  the  municipal  laws  in  relar 
tioA  to  title  to  land,  and  conveymg  that  title,  a« 
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indiriduals — 7  Cranchy  117.]  Writers  upon  public 
law  tell  us  that  oue  sovereiga  may  hold  land, 
within  the  territory  of  another  sovereign;  but 
subject  to  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  lat- 
ter— [  VaUd.]  Now,  said  Mr.  S.,  if  I  am  right, 
(and  I  call  upon  those  who  are  friendly  to  this 
bill  to  answer  and  show  where  I  am  wrong,)  if 
this  Gorernment  can  onl]^  in  two  cases  acquire 
right  of  soil  and  jurisdiction  in  a  national  view, 
what  becomes  of  the  power  now  claimed  to  make 
loads  and  canals,  and  to  exercise  Legislative,  Ex- 
ecutive, and  Judicial  authority,  in  their  national, 
sovereign  charactn.  Besides^  how  would  you  ex* 
ecute  this  power  against  the  consent  of  the  State 
governments  ?  You  would  be  compelled  to  con- 
demn the  land  and  pay  for  it,  or  take  it  by  force, 
and  be  a  judge  in  your  own  case,  of  its  value, 
contrary  to  every  principle  of  justice  and  right. 
If  you  resort  to  writs  of  ad  quod  damnum^  the 
juries  in  the  respective  States  would  fix  so  high  a 
yalue,  as  to  defeat  the  exercise  of  the  power,  out, 
it  is  said,  that  all  that  is  claimed,  is  a  right  to 
make  and  preserve  the  road,  and  have  a  right  of 
way  ;  but,  suppose  the  road  is  injured,  how  is  the 
trespass  to  be  punished.  The  State  will  not  do  it, 
the  road  is  not  theirs,  and  was  made  contrary  to 
their  consent.  They  cannot  punish  for  a  violation 
of  Federal  laws.  W ho  is  to  prosecu te  and  punish  ? 
The  General  Government.  And  for  this  purpose 
you  will  be  forced  to  send  into  the  States  your  judi- 
cial and  ministerial  officers,  and  to  plant  on  these 
one  hundred  thousand  miles  of  road,  individuals 
who  may  set  at  naught  all  State  law  and  State 
policy.  Nor  can  the  State  governments  punish 
for  th^  higher  offences — of  murder,  or  any  other 
crime  committed  on  a  road,  over  which  the  Gen- 
eral Government  have  exclusive  iurisdiction. 
Such  now  is  the  law,  as  to  forts,  dockyards,  d^c, 
and  such,  Mr.  S.  said,  must  be  the  case,  if  the 
power  now  claimed  can  be  sustained.  There 
were  important  reasons  why  the  Constitution  so 
cautiously  guarded  against  exclusive  Jurisdiction, 
even  as  to  forts  and  dockyards.  It  was  to  pro- 
tect the  territorial  rights  of  the  State  governments. 
Can  it  be  believed,  that  in  such  cases  it  would 
require  the  assent  of  a  State  to  give  jurisdiction 
as  to  a  miserable  fort  or  dockyard,  and  yet  leave 
them  at  the  mercy  of  this  Grovernment,  in  relation 
to  this  important  and  sweeping  power  1  Mr.  S. 
said,  he  thought  not.  Again^  would  the  authors 
of  the  Federalist  have  viewed  this  power  to  estab- 
lish roads  as  such  a  /'  harmless  one,"  unworthy 
of  discussion,  if  they  had  supposed  tliat  it  conveyed 
such  powers  as  are  now  claimed  under  it.  Would 
the  able  and  enlightened  men  who  opposed  this 
Constitution  in  the  respective  State  conventions, 
have  permitted  it  to  pass  without  objection,  when 
other  powers,  comparatively  small,  were  seized 
on,  and  wielded  with  the  most  gigantic  power, 
against  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  Do  you 
imagine,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  if  the 
whole  power  of  internal  improvement  was  in- 
tended to  be  given  to  this  Government,  by  this 
clause,  that  the  aeuteness  of  such  men  as  Patrick 
Henry  and  George  Mason,  would  not  have  de- 
tected, and  the  thunder  of  their  eloquence  de- 


nounced it?    But  how  was  it  considered?  Inno 
other  light  than  as  a  harmless  and  nnimporUmt 
power.  Is  it  then  fair  to  posh  the  terms  of  a  gnmt 
against  the  plain  intention  of  the  parties  to  it? 
Is  it  just  ?    Is  it  honest  ?    But  how  was  the 
power  viewed  in  the  early  stages  of  our  GoTcrn- 
ment  ?    Only  as  a  right  to  designate,  adopt,  ami 
mark  out,  post  roads.     When  the  first  law  passed, 
after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  what  were 
its  provisions  ?    That  all  the  post  routes  whiek 
had  been  established  by  the  Postmaster,  thereto- 
fore,  should  be  confirmed.    Had  be  made,  erected, 
or  constructed,  any  roads  ?    Had  he  the  power  to 
do  so  7    No,  he  had  only  designated  them,  aod 
the  word  estaUith  was  used  in  reference  to  roads 
which  had  been  designated  and  marked  oot  as  post 
routes.     [Here  Mr.  S.  read  parts  of  the  old  Post 
Office  law] 

Look,  said  Mr.  8.  to  the  pamphlets,  essays,  and 
newspapers,  of  those  times :  to  the  arguments  asd 
discussions  at  the  time  the  Constitution  was  ander 
consideration ;  to  the  opinions  expressed  br  i& 
friends  and  foes ;  and  see  if  a  hint  can  be  foaoi 
of  such  an  interpretation  as  is  now  attempted  to 
be  given.  No,  sir,  (save  in  the  Convention  of 
New  York,)  I  think  I  may  say,  with  safety,  tb« 
no  such  thing  can  be  found,  and  even  there  the 
case  was  supposed  as  going  to  «how  the  evils  of 
construction  which  might  1^  resorted  to  under  tke 
Constitution. 

There  was,  Mr.  8.  said,  another  and  high  ao- 
thority  against  the  consequences  of  this  doctriae 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Cut.) 
and  that  was  himself.  The  power  to  make  roads 
and  canals,  gives,  he  says,  incidentally,  the  power 
to  incorporate  companies,  to  accomplish  tbateoi 
In  other  words,  the  incorporation  of  cotnpaoies 
may  be  resorted  to  as  a  mean  of  executing  the 
power  to  make  roads  and  canals.  In  1811,  the 
honorable  Speaker  was  a  member  of  the  Seoate 
of  the  Unit^  States,  and  delivered  a  very  able 
argument  against  the  bill  to  recharter  the  United 
SUtes  Bank.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  would  beg  leareto 
read  an  extract  from  the  speech,  which  was  then 
before  him : 

**  The  power  to  charter  compantea,  is  not  tpeafifd 
in  the  grant,  and  I  oontend  is  of  a  nature  not  tniv- 
ferrable  by  implication.  It  i<  one  of  the  most  exalted 
attributes  of  soveraignty.  In  the  exerdae  «f  tb" 
power,  we  have  seen  an  East  India  Company  crettei 
which  has  carried  dismay,  deaolation,  and  dei^ 
throughout  one  of  the  largest  portions  of  the  world. 
Under  the  influence  of  this  power,  wre  have  feen  Msm 
a  South  Sea  Company  and  a  Miasissippi  Compaoji 
that  distracted  aod  coavolaed  all  Europe,  and  meoaced 
a  total  overthrow  of  all  credit  and  confideooe,  uw 
universal  bankruptcy.  Is  it  to  be  imagined  tlut  t 
power  so  vast  would  have  been  left  by  the  wisdom  of 
the  Constitution  to  doubtful  inference  !*'  "AH  cor- 
porations enjoy  exclusive  privileges.  That  i*,  tw 
corporators  have  privileges  which  no  others  poe<* 
and  if  you  create  fifty  corporations,  instead  of  on** 
you  have  only  fifty  privileged  bodies,  instead  of  one. 
I  contend  that  the  States  have  the  exclusive  powtrto 
regulate  contracts,  to  declare  the  capacities  and  id<»* 
pacities  to  contract,  and  to  provide  as  to  the  eztcoiff 
responsibility  of  debtors  to  their  credilois.    IS  ^' 
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gress  have  tht  power  to  ereet  an  artificial  body,  and 
say  it  ahall  be  endowed  with  tbe  attributes  of  an  indi- 
vidoa],  if  you  beatow  on  this  object  of  your  creation  the 
ability  to  contract  may  ypu  not  alvo,  in  contraTention 
of  State  rigbta,  confer  upon  slaves,  infanta,  and  femme 
coTferts,  the  ability  to  contract  V* 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  claim  the  benefit  of  tbis  ar- 
guoienC;  and  if^  in  18X1,  we  had  no  power  to 
grant  incorporations,  have  we  such  a  power  at  this 
time  1  If  then,  it  was  unconstitutional,  is  it  not 
so  now  ?  The  Constitution  cannot  shift  and 
change  with  circaoiscances  and  our  notions  of 
expediencv.  What  was  unconstitutional  on  yes- 
terday, will  be  so  to-day,  to-morrow,  and  forever, 
until  the  Constitution  is  amended.  I  confess,  sir. 
I  am  an  infidel  to  this  doctrine  of  Constitutional 
expediency.  Let  us  not,  said  Mr.  S.,  supply,  by 
implication,  that  which  the  Convention  dared  not 
to  express.  Let  us  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  beg  you, 
ascertain  the  powers  of  this  Government,  by  our 
opinions  of  necessity  and  discretion.  Let  us  not 
act  the  part  of  "  Cambyses'  judges,  who,  when 
their  approbation  was  demanded  by  the  Prince, 
to  some  illegal  measure,  said,  '  though  tbere  was 
a  written  law,  yet  the  Persian  Kings  might  follow 
their  own  will  and  pleasure.''  Let  it  not  be  said 
that,  with  a  written  Constitution,  we  have  the 
right  to  do  what  we  please,  and  that  the  L^is- 
lative  power  of  this  Qovernment  is  extending, 
on  every  occasion,  the  sphere  of  its  activity,  and 
drawing  all  powers  into  its  impetuous  vortex. 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  this  Grovern men t  bad- gone  on 
for  forty  years  in  exercising  the  power  under  the 
post  office  clause  benefically  and  satisfactorily  to 
the  people,  and  in  the  way  it  was  intended  by  tbe 
wise  men  who  formed  the  Constitution.  The 
great  objects  (which  the  Speaker  has  so  much  at 
heart)  oi  distributing  civil,  commercial,  literary, 
and  social  intelligence,  had  been  accomplished, 
without  the  assertion  or  assumption  of  the  power 
which  was  now  claimed.  And  Mr.  S.  said,  that 
he  saw  no  reason  for  abandoning  a  system  which 
had,  both  in  war  and  peace,  been  productive  of  so 
much  benefit  to  the  people  and  peace  between  the 
two  Governments. 

I  will  now  proceed,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  the  argu- 
ments urged  on  yesterday,  by  my  friend  from 
Delaware,  (Mr.  McLane,)  for  whose  judgment 
and  opinions  I  entertain  such  high  respect,  that, 
when  I  differ  with  him  upon  any  subject,  I  am 
induced  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  my  own  opin- 
ion, and  to  examine  it  with  more  than  ordinary 
care.  He  had  done  so  in  the  present  case,  and  the 
result  of  bis  deliberate  and  best  judgment  had 
produced  no  change. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  considered  the 
power  CM  making  internal  improvements,  as  result- 
mg  from  that  clause  in  the  Constitution  which 
gives  to  Congress  authority  to  regulate  coipmerce 
with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several 
States. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  he  would  attempt  to  show  that 
this  clause  gave  no  such  power. 

This  power  to  regulate  commerce,  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware  contends,  gives,  not  only  the 
authority  to  cut  canals  and  make  roads,  but  to  do 


every  thing  which  shall  tend  to  facilitate  and  ad- 
vance the  commerce  of  the  country;  render  it 
efliectual,  and  carry  it  on.  The  object  of  giving 
this  power  to  the  General  Government,  he  argued, 
was  not,  as  had  been  supposed,  to  prevent  tbe  im- 
position of  duties,  dec,  by  the  State  governments, 
oecause  the  Constitution  contained  a  direct  pro- 
hibition upon  the  S^tes  from  laying  any  imposts 
or  duties  on  imports  and  exports.  He  contended, 
therefore^  that  the  right  of  regulating  commerce 
must  have  been  given  for  the  purposes  which  he 
supposed,  or  the  power  would  be  dormant  and  in- 
operative. This  argument,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  in- 
genious, but  fallacious.  It  was  true  that  the  Con- 
stitution did  contain  the  direct  prohibition  which 
the  gentleman  had  alluded  to,  but  it  did  not  prove 
that  the  main  object  in  giving  the  power  to  regu- 
late commerce  between  the  States  was  not  to 
protect  the  States  from  the  imposition  of  duties, 
dbc.,  by  each  other. 

It  would  be  remarked,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  the 
power  to  regulato  commerce  was  au  affirmative 
grant  to  the  General  Grovernment,  (among  man^ 
others,)  in  the  8th  section  of  the  Ist  article  of  the 
Constitution.  This  power  was  not  by  the  express 
words  of  the  grant  exclusive,  and  therefore  tbe 
States  retain,  for  soine  purposes,  concurrent  power, 
as  to  commerce,  within  their  own  jurisdictions. 
To  prevent,  however,  any  difficulty  as  to  concur- 
rent powers  between  the  two  (Governments,  on 
the  subject  of  duties,  &c.,  the  prohibition  upon 
the  States,  as  to  duties,  dbc.,  was,  in  abundant 
caution,  inserted.  This  prohibition  is  found  in 
the  10th  section,  which  contains  a  general  nega- 
tion of  powers  as  to  both  Grovernments. 

Mr.  S.  said,  tbat  this  was  the  case  with  many 
other  powers — take,  for  instance,  that  to  *^coin 
money,"  or  grant "  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal.^' 
These  poweis  are  ffiven  to  Congress  in  the  8th 
section.  Yet,  the  10th  section  declares,  that  '*  no 
State  shall  coin  money,  or  grant  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal."  It  was  done  to  show  that  there 
was  no  concurrent  power  remaining  with  the 
States,  as  to  these  particular  subjects.  There  was 
nothing  then,  Mr.  S.  said,  in  the  Constitution, 
which  forbids  the  idea  that  this  power  of  regulat- 
ing commerce  was  mainly  intended  to  prohibit 
the  States  from  laying  duties  and  fettering  the 
commerce  of  the  Union  by  improvident  restric- 
tions and  State  regulations.  He  would  endeavor 
to  show  to  the  Committee,  before  he  sat  down, 
that  this  w«s  tbe  great  moving  consideration,  in 
giving  the  power  to  the  General  Government  to 
"  regulate  commerce  between  the  States."  In  do- 
ing this,  he  said  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  re- 
course to  the  existing  circumstances  under  which 
the  Constitution  was  formed,  to  the  evils  intended 
to  be  guarded  against,  and  the  good  to  be  obtained. 
Before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  Mr.  S. 
said,  there  was  a  strong  and  deep  impression  of 
the  inconveniences  experienced  under  the  Con- 
federation. In  relation  to  our  foreign  and  inter- 
nal commerce,  innumerable  obstructions  were 
thrown  in  the  way  by  the  State  governments. 
The  want  of  concert,  and  clashing  and  dissimilar 
views  in  the  States,  called  loudly  for  some  remedy. 
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He  begged  leare  to  refer  the  Committee  to  the 
first  proceedings  of  the  Government,  which  took 
place,  upon  this  subject  of  regulating  commerce. 
As  early  as  the  year  1778,  New  Jersey  came  for- 
ward and  made  a  strong  representation  to  Con- 
gress, objecting  to  the  6th  and  9th  articles  of  the 
confederation,  which  gave  to  the  States  the  power 
of  regulating  commerce^  and  urging  the  reasons 
and  propriety  of  vesting  in  Confess  the  power  of 
regulating  the  trade  of  the  United  States.  This 
proposition  was  considered  and  rejected  by  a  yote 
of  two  to  one.  In  February,  1781,  the  subject 
was  renewed,  and  again  the  proposition  made  to 
invest  Congress  with  the  right  of  regulating  com- 
merce, duties,  &c»y  and  was  again  rejected.  In 
the  commencement  of  the  year  1783,  a  committee, 
consisting  of  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  £llswt>rth,  and 
Mr.  Hamilton,  were  appointed  to  prepare  an  ad- 
dress to  the  States,  pointing  out  the  defects  in  the 
Confederation,  and  urging  the  propriety  of  giving 
to  Congress  the  regular  commerce,  dtc.  This  was 
done,  and  a  very  able  address  was  presented,  and 
adopted  by  Congress  on  the  26th  April,  1783, 
[parts  of  which  Mr.  S.  read.] 

From  that  period  till  January,  1785.  the  subject 
was  rq>eatedfv  before  Congress,  and  the  State 

fovernments,  but  nothing  definite  was  done.  In 
uly,  1785,  a  committee,  consisttng  of  Messrs. 
Monroe.  Spaight,  Houston,  and  King,  made  a 
▼ery  able  report  in  favor  of  giving  Congress^  the 
M>wer  of  regulating  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  considered  by  Congress,  but 
not  adopted,  it  being  deemed  most  advisable  that 
all  propositions  for  perfecting  the  articles  of  Con- 
federation should  originate  with  the  States.  On 
the  3(Hh  November,  1785,  Mr.  Madison  brought 
forward  in  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia  a 
resolution  empowering  Congress  to  regulate  trade, 
dbc.,  with  a  preamble  slating  the  reasons  why  it 
ought  to  be  done,  [extracts  from  which  Mr.  S. 
read.]  This  proposition  was  adopted  ;  but  the 
▼oie  was  afterwards  reconsidered,  and  the  report 
laid  on  the  table.  In  lieu  of  these  resolutions,  one 
was  adopted  by  Virginia  proposing  a  convention 
from  the  different  States  to  consider  of  measures 
necessary  to  enable  Congress  to  regulate  trade. 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
«nd  Virginia,  appointed  commissioners,  and,  on 
the  11th  September,  1785,  they  met  at  Annapolis, 
in  Maryland.  A  report  upon  the  subject  of  reme- 
dying the  defects  of  the  Confederation  was  made 
and  adopted.  In  1787.  Congress  recotnmended  a 
convention  to  adopt  a  Federal  Constitution ;  and 
ia  September,  1787,  it  was  received,  and  submitted 
to  the  States  for  ratification. 

These,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  S.,  were  the 
proceedings  which  produced  and  led  to  the  forma- 
tion and  adoption  or  the  present  Constitution  of  the 
Uoited  States ;  and  I  beg  gentlemen  to  examine 
these  various  reports,  resolutions,  and  proceedings, 
and  they  will  be  satisfied  that  the  power  now 
claimed  to  regulate  commerce  between  the  States 
was  not  intended  to  go  further  than  to  place  all 
the  States  upon  an  equality  in  a  free  and  unin- 
terrupted i  ntercourse.  That  this  was  the  great  and 
leading  object  of  the  immediate  framert  of  ^e 


Constitution,  and  the  naderstandiagof  the  people, 
Mr.  S.  said,  he  would  be  able  to  satisfy  the  Com- 
mittee by  other  high  authority.  He  meant  to  test 
the  doctrines  now  advanced  by  those  of  the  eo- 
lightened  advocates  of  the  Constitution  at  the  im- 
mediate time  of  its  adoption.  He  aUuded  partico- 
larly  to  the  writings  and  opinions  of  Mr.  MadisoD 
and  Mr.  Hamilton,  to  whose  abilities  the  esub- 
lisbment  of  the  Constitution  was  much  sttribtttei 
In  the  first  volume  of  the  fkderaliti^  Mr.  Madboa 
says: 

**  The  defect  of  power  in  the  existing  Confedencr 
to  regulate  commerce  hetween  the  States,  has  btn 
already  pointed  oat  by  ezperienee.  It  may  be  iM 
that,  without  this  aapplemeatal  proriaioD,  the  gna 
and  eaaential  power  of  regulattng  foreign  eomawfa 
would  haTe  been  incomplete  and  inefiectua).  A  at- 
terial  object  of  thia  power  wae  a  relief  of  the  State 
which  ei port  and  import  through  other  States,  froa 
the  improper  contribotioos  levied  on  them  by  the  la^ 
ter.  Were  these  at  liberty  to  regulate  the  trade  be- 
tween State  and  State,  it  must  be  foreseen  that  wt^ 
woald  be  foand  out  to  load  the  articlea  of  import  ud 
export,  dariag  the  pasaage  through  their  jarisdktka.  | 
with  dutiea  which  would  fall  on  tLe  makers  of  the  iii- 
ter  and  the  conaumer  of  the  former.  We*inaj  be  at- 
sured,  by  past  experience,  that  such  a  practice  W88i<l 
be  introduced  by  future  contrivancea ;  and  both  ^ 
that,  and  a  common  knowledge  of  human  affairs,  thit 
it  would  nourish  unceasing  animosities,  and  not  is- 
probably  terminate  in  aerioua  interruptions  of  thepsS 
lie  peace." 

Mr.  Hamilton,  in  the  same  volume,  ia  poiDtiae 
out  the  advantages  and  ol^ects  of  this  power,  p 
equally  strong : 

<*  The  interfering  and  uaneighborly  regnlttioai « 
some  States,  contraiy  to  the  true  apirit  of  the  Usi* 
ha^e,  in  different  instances,  gi^en  just  cause  of  va- 
brage  and  complaint  to  othera ;  and  it  is  to  be  (nM 
that  the  examplea  of  this  nature,  if  not  restraiatti  ^ 
Q  national  control,  would  be  multiplied  and  exteaie^ 
till  they  became  not  leas  serious  sources  of  sniDOst? 
and  discord,  than  injurioua  impediments  to  the  ioui' 
course  between  different  parte  of  the  Confed<nqr> 
The  commerce  of  the  German  Empire  is  in  cooUdvl 
trammela  firomtbe  multiplicity  of  the  duties  which  (k 
several  Princea  and  States  exact  upon  the  mercbu- 
diaea  passing  through  their  territories,  by  which  tbt 
fine  streams  and  navigable  rivera,  with  whtrh  Ge- 
many  ia  ao  happily  watered,  are  rendered  almoit  aw- 
ieaa.  Though  the  geaiiua  oi  the  people  ef  AacRS 
might  never  permit  this  deserlplion  to  be  stiictif  if 
plicable  to  then,  yet  we  aMy  reaaoaobly  expect,  6«s 
the  gndnal  coatfiicto  of  Sute  regulations,  that  (hr^ 
iaeaa  of  each  would  at  length  cone  to  be  ceasidaw 
and  treated  by  the  others  in  no  better  light  than  tbit 
of  foreigners  and  aliens." 

In  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  when  this  claost 
to  "  regulate  commerce  between  the  States"  w«^ 
under  consideration,  Mr.  Madison  said : 

«  AU  agree  that  the  General  Govemment  oo^bt  k 
have  power  for  the  regulation  of  commerce.  Ii^^j 
be  a  principal  object  to  guard  against  smuggnng.  *^^ 
such  other  attacks  on  the  revenue  as  other  DstioDf  »^ 
subject  to.  We  are  noir  obliged  not  only  to  drM 
against  those  lawleaa  attempU,  but,  fiom  the  iofe^ 
fertng  reguMena  pf  difisiMit  States^  with  littie  isc- 
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There  ere  regfiUUons  in  difierent  States  which 
are  unfik^orable  to  the  inhahitanta  of  other  Statev^nd , 
which  militate  againat  the  revenue.  New  York  leviee 
money  from  New  Jersey  by  her  imposts.  In  New 
Jersey,  instead  of  co-operating  with  New  York,  the 
Legislature  iavors  violations  on  her  regulations.  This 
will  not  be  the  case  when  uniform  regulations  will  be 
made." 

Grayson  (who  was  second  only  to  Patrick 
Henry,  in  the  bold  stand  made  in  Virginia  against 
the  Constitution,  from  fear  and  jealousy  of  the 
powers  of  the  General  Government,  and  especially 
those  derivable  by  implication)  said,  "  that  he  was 
'  willing  to  give  the  General  Government  the 
*  regulation  of  trade,  aa  it  would  be  serviceable  in 
'  regulating  the  trade  among  the  States."  This 
is  all  that  was  said  in  the  Convention  of  Virginia 
upon  the  subject  of  regulating  commerce  between 
the  States. 

Again,  Mr.  Steyenson  said,  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation contained  this  term  "  regulate"  in  rela- 
tion to  other  things.  Congress  had  the  power  of 
*'  regulating"  the  value  of  coin  struck  by  the  re- 
spective State  governments.  The  sense  in  which 
it  was  used  here  was  obvious  and  limited.  A 
similarity  in  the  use  of  the  same  phrase  in  the 
two  charters  might,  therefore,  justly  be  considered 
as  rendering  the  meaning  less  liable  to  be  mitMion- 
strued  in  the  latter  instrument.  If  the  meaning 
of  this  word  ^'  regulate,"  therefore,  was  used  in  a 
limited  a  ad  restricted  sense  in  the  instrument  re- 
vised and  remodelled,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that, 
when  it  is  copied  jnto  the  present  Constitution,  a 
different  and  more  enlarged  meaning  ought  to  be 
attached  to  it.  [Here,  Mr.  S.  referred  to  the  re- 
port in  the  Virginia  Legislature,  of  1796  and  1799, 
as  to  the  rule  of  construction.] 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  appeal  to 
every  oAndid  and  unprejudiced  mind,  and  ask, 
whether  the  motives  and  objects  in  giving  this 
power  to  regulate  commerce  between  the  States 
were  not  those  pointed  out  in  the  extracts  and 
speeches  which  I  have  referred  to  ? 

If  it  was  intended,  as  my  friend  from  Delaware 
supposes,  to  give  the  power  (under  the  term  regti^ 
laU  commerce)  to  "facilitate,"  "carrv  on,"  cut 
canals,  make  roads,  dc«.,  (besides  the  other,  powers 
of  jurisdiction,  &e.,  which  I  have  pointed  out  in 
the  first  point  of  my  argnment  on  the  subject  of 
loads,)  would  not  some  of  the  friends  of  the  Con* 
stitution  have  urged  them  in  vindication  of  the 
power,  or  its  foes  have  seized  on  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  objection  and  denunciation?  Let  any 
candid  man,  Mr.  S.  said,  read  the  proceedings  to 
which  I  have  referred,  and  the  debates  in  the 
State  conventions,  compare  the  character  of  the 
power  now  claimed,  with  others  which  were  seized 
on,  as  strong  eroonds  of  objection,  and  say  whe- 
ther, if  it  had  then  been  known  or  suspected  that 
such  a  power  was  given  or  intended  to  be  granted, 
the  Constitution  would  have  been  adopted.  Mr. 
S.  said,  in  his  own  State,  the  Constitution  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  only  ten  votes.  If  the 
rules  of  interpretation  and  construction  of  the 
present  day  had  then  existed,  it  would  not  have 
received,  he  .believed,  ten  votes  in  its  favor. 


Surely,  then,  such  a  contemporaneous  exposition 
of  the  meaning  and  objects  of  the  Constitution 
ouffht  not  to  be  disregarded. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  this  word  "regulate"  was 
pushed,  by  his  friend  from  Delaware,  beyond  its 
fair  and  legitimate  meaning.  He  did  not  mean 
to  quibble  about  words,  but  its  meaning  ought  to 
be  limited.  He  would  illustrate  by  a  familiar 
case:  The  Speaker  of  this  House  has  power  to 
"regulate  this  Hall."  What  is  the  meaning  of 
this  rule?    That  he  shall  have  it  kept  open  for  in- 

S press  and  regress  of  the  members — and  made  com- 
ortable  for  the  purposes  of  legislation.  But,  can 
he  pull  down  the  columns,  or  change  the  shape  or 
constrnction  of  the  room  without  our  consent? 
It  would  not  be  pretended.  So,  in  the  case  of 
regnlatine  commerce.  This  Government  may  be 
considered  as  the  friendly  third  power  to  decide 
between  the  States — ^not  to  participate  herself,  but 
with  the  power  to  regulate  the  manner  in  wnich 
it  shall  be  carried  on.  She  stands  as  the  umpire, 
to  secure  a  free  interchange  npon  principles  of 
equality  between  the  States  of  the  South  and  the 
North,  the  East  and  the  West;  to  insure  to  each 
an  uninterrupted  and  unfettered  intercourse;  to 
protect  each  State  from  fraudulent  and  unequal 
prohibitions,  whilst  carrying  on  trade  through  the 
jurisdictions  of  one  another;  to  prevent  smuggling; 
regulate  the  conduct  of  seamen ;  establish  ports ; 
fix  on  places  of  lading  and  unlading,  as  might 
be  most  convenient  for  the  merchant,  on  the  one 
band,  and  for  the  efiectual  collection  of  the  reve- 
nue on  the  other.  All  these  obiects.  and  many 
others  of  like  character,  fall  within  tne  power  of 
"  regulating  commerce."  Again :  If  we  have  the 
power,  under  this  word  "  regulate,"  to  do  every 
thing  which  shall  facilitate  commerce — if  we  can- 
not only  regulate,  hot  "  carry  it  on,"  why  may 
not  the  Government  build  shi]^  at  the  expense  oi 
the  nation,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  com- 
modities to  and  from  one  port  to  another,  especi- 
ally where  small  ports  may  be  too  poor  to  build 
vessels  to  transport  their  products?  Why  may 
we  not  legislate  upon  the  subjects  of  bills  of  ex- 
change and  promissory  notes  ?  Wholesome  laws 
and  regttktions,  in  relation  to  these  objects^  might 
facilitate  and  aid  commerce  and  trade  between 
the  States.  Why  not,  too,  incorporate  agricultu- 
ral, manufacturing,  and  commercial  companies? 
These  may  be  subservient  and  useful  in  relation 
to  our  commerce,  and  would  tend  to  facilitate  and 
foster  it.  But,  would  such  powers  be  tolerated  in 
this  Government,  or  even  claimed  by  the  warmest 
advocates  of  this  bill  ?  Against  this  power  of  tb« 
General  Government  to  make  internal  improve- 
ments by  means  of  roads  and  canals,  under  any 
part  of  the  Constitution,  Mr.  S.  said,  be  would 
bring  the  sanction  of  a  high  name  in  the  annals 
of  our  political  history — the  authority  of  a  man 
whose  principles  hsd  been  as  uniformly  steadfast 
as  republican,  and  whose  virtues  were  as  pure  as 
his  genius  was  splendid — a  man  who  had  justly 
been  considered  as  the  "Apostle  of  Liberty."  It 
was  unnecessary  to  say  that  be  alluded  to  Thomas 
Jefferson.  In  his  Message  to  Congress  in  1806, 
he  denies,  in  terms,  the  power  in  thM  GKivernment 
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to  execute  a  system  of  internal  improvement  by 
roads  and  canals,  and  recommends  an  amend* 
ment  of  the  Constitution  in  this  respect. 

[Here  Mr.  S.  read  extracts  from  the  Message.] 

I  deny,  then,  said  Mr.  S.,  any  power  in  this 
Government,  under  the  clause  to  "regulate  com- 
merce among  the  Stales,"  to  make  roads  and  ca- 
nals in  any  part  of  this  Union. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  intended  to  have  gone  at 
large  into  an  examination  of  a  third  source  from 
which  this  pow^r.he  knew,  was  claimed  bv  some 
of  the  friends  ot  the  hill,  (though  not  bv  the 
Speaker  and  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,)  and 
that  was,  the  "f>ower  of  unlimited  appropriation 
of  money."  But  he  was  sensible  that  he  was 
trespassing  too  long  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Committee,  (who  had  so  kindly  attended  to  him 
throughout  the  discussion,)  and  he  would,  there- 
fore, content  himself  with  a  few  general  re- 
marks. 

This  doctrine  of  unlimited  appropriation  by  thk 
Qovernment,  of  the  money  of  the  nation,  was  first 
asserted  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  whilst  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  the  year  1791.  In  his  report  of  the 
5th  of  December,  1791,  he  maintained  that  it  be- 
longed to  the  discretion  of  the  National  Legisla^ 
ture  to  "pronounce  upon  the  objects  which  con- 
^  cern  the  general  welfare,  and  to  appropriate  the 
'  money  of  the  Union  to  whatever  concerns  the 
'  general  interests  of  learning,  of  agriculture,  of 
'  manufactures,  and  of  commerce." 

If,  said  Mr.  S.,  you  have  this  power  of  the 
purse  unlimited,  you  destroy  the  effect  of  any  par- 
ticular enumeration  of  powers  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  effect  is  precisely  the  same  as  if  the 
Constitution  authorized  every  measure.  There 
was  not  a  power  which  might  not  have  some 
reference  to  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare, nor  one  of  any  magnitude,  which,  in  its  ex- 
ercise, did  not  embrace  an  appropriation  of  money. 
Any  government,  therefore,  which  possessed  either 
the  power  of  legislating  for  the  puoiic  welfare,  or 
the  right  of  appropriating,  at  pleasure,  the  public 
money,  was,  in  effect,  ab^lute  and  unlimited. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  in  our  general  system  of  po- 
litical economy,  having  for  its  object  the  national 
welfare,  every  thing  is  related,  immediately  or 
remotely,  to  every  other  thing,  and,  consequently, 
a  power  over  any  one  thing,  if  not  limited  by 
■ome' obvious  and  precise  affinity,  may  amount  to 
8  power  over  every  other  thing — ends  and  means 
may  be  made  to  change  their  character,  at  the 
will  of  legislative  ingenuity,  and  what  was  in- 
tended as  an  endy  in  one  case,  may  become  iMaiM 
in  another. 

We  know,  from  experience,  how  easily  this  can 
be  done.  The  British  Parliament  found  no  dif- 
ficulty, when  collecting  a  revenue  from  the  com- 
merce of  America,  in  calling  it  a  tax  for  the  reg- 
ulation of  commerce,  or  a  regulation  of  trade, 
with  an  eye  to  tax. 

It  is  conceded  that  this  Gk>vernment  may  tax 
without  limit ;  but  then  comes  the  enumeration 
of  the  cases  to  which  its  powers  shall  extend. 
You  may  apply  the  money  to  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare,  but  it  muat  be  in  ap- 


plication to  some  particular  measure,  pointed  out 
and  authorized  by  the  Coastitotioa.  Sir,  the 
question  ought  to  be,  when  money  isaboattobe 
applied  to  any  specific  measure.  Is  it  in  the  eon- 
merated  powers  of  the  Constitution?  or  is  it  fairlf 
incident  to  any  of  those  enumerated  ?  If  so,  it  is 
ri^ht ;  if  not,  it  is  wrong.  Therefore,  the  Cob- 
stitution  wisely  provides  that  no  money  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury,  but  by  approprtatiom 
of  law.  It  is  immaterial,  Mr.  S.  said,  whetber 
unlimited  powers  be  exercised  under  the  name  of 
unlimited  powers,  or  under  that  of  nDlimited 
means,  in  carrying  a  limited  powo*  into  ezeco- 
tion.  A  government  maybe  limited  in  its  sot- 
erdgnty,  with  respect  to  its  means,  as  well  asio 
its  objects  of  power,  and  to  gire  an  extent  lo 
means,  is  to  make  it  unlimited.  And  here,  Mr. 
S.  said,-  he  would  take  occasion,  before  he  codcIb- 
ded,  to  offer  one  or  two  remarks  upon  the  sabjed 
of  ^  implied  or  incidental  powers,"  on  which  so 
much  had  been  said.  He  did  not  deny,  nor  dii 
his  colleague,  (Mr.  Barboitr,)  as  some  gentiema 
had  supposed,  that  this  Government  did  posses 
some  powers  of  this  character.  Indeed,  wiiboit 
them,  he  was  willing  to  admit  the  GoveromeBt 
could  not  get  along.  But  they  must  be  "  fairi? 
incident"  to  some  enumerated  power, given  byibe 
Constitution.  It  was  a  clear  principle,  Mr.  S. 
said,  of  universal  law,  of  the  law  of  nature,  si- 
tions,  of  the  common  law,  and  of  reason,  that  tbe 
general  grant  of  power  carries  with  it  the  meiBs 
which  are  necessary  to  the  fair  execution  of  tk 
power.  But  it  must  be  those  means,  and  those 
only,  which  are  necessary. 

Vattel  says :  "  Since  a  nation  is  obliged  to  pre- 
serve itself,  it  has  a  right  to  every  thin^  neea- 
sary  for  its  preservation ;  for  the  law  of  natsre 
gives  us  a  right  to  everv  thing,  without  whicb 
we  could  not  fulfil  an  ooligation ;  otherwise  it 
would  oblige  us  to  do  imjiossibilities,  or  raihff 
contradict  itself  in  prescribing  a  duty,  and  pro' 
hibiting,  at  the  same  time,  the  only  means  of 
fulfilling  it."  So,  too,  he  tells  us,  that  *"  if  i 
man  grant  to  one  his  house,  and  to  another  his 

garden,  the  only  entry  into  which  is  through  ibe 
ouse,  the  right  of  goin^  through  the  h&ax 
passes  as  an  incident ;  for  it  would  be  absurd  to 
give  a  garden  to  a  man,  into  which  he  could  ooi 
enter."  Again,  Vattel  says:  <'The  grant  of  a 
passage  for  troo^  includes  every  thing  connected 
with  the  passage,  and,  without  which,  it  woqU 
not  be  practicable,  as  exercising  military  dtici- 
pline,  buying  provisions."  dbc. 
There  was,  Mr.  S.  said,  in  these  examples,  as 
entire  coincidence  with  the  principles  of  the  coo- 
mon  law.  in  all,  the  incidental  power  is  limited 
to  what  is  necessary,  and  not  to  ualimited  di9er^ 
tion  and  will. 

The  common  law  tells  us  ''that,  when  obc 
grants  a  thing,  he  grants  also  that  without  which 
the  grant  cannot  have  effect."— [Knivet's  case,m 
Coke.]  So  (according  to  Blackstone)  a  "f^^^ 
way  arises  on  the  same  principle  of  necessity,  vf 
force  of  law;  as  if  a  man  grants  me  t  piece « 
land  in  the  middle  of  his  field,  be  taeitlf  and  ia^ 
pUcitly  gives  me  a  right  to  oome  at  it   Aad  Coi« 
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safs  that  when  the  law  giveth  any  thing  to  any 
one,  it  imj^icitly  giretb  wbateirer  is  necessary  for 
taking  or  enjoying  the  same — it  giveth  "  what  is 
necessary."  It  was  also  a  principlef  of  the  cora- 
moB  law,  that  the  incident  is  to  be  taken,  accord- 
ing to  ''a  reasonable  and  easy  sense."  and  not 
strained  to  comprehend  things  remote,  "  unlikely 
or  unnsaal." 

Now,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  contend  that  these  instances 
are  conclosive,  to  show  a  restricted  construction 
of  the  incidental  powers  of  the  Constitution.  They 
show  what  is  necessary  is  only  granted.  They 
exclude  the  things  tbfi(t  are  only  remotely  neces- 
sary, or  which  may  tend  to  theiuMiment  of  the 
pant  The  rules  and  doctrines  of  the  connnon 
law,  Mr.  S.  said,  ouffht  to  govern,  in  expounding 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  We  must, 
necessarily,  resort  to  the  common  law,  in  expound- 
ing the  Constitution.  Many  of  its  powers  were 
given  in  terms  only  known  to  the  common  law, 
and  its  authority  has  been  univei^lly  admitted, 
to  a  certain  extent,  in  expounding  and  construing 
the  Constitution.  [Here  Mr.  ».  referred  to  the 
report  and  resolutions  of  Virg^inia,  in  '98  and  '99, 
and  the  essays  by  Hampden.]  The  Federalist, 
too,  (in  page  266  of  1st  volume,)  says,  '^that  all 
powers  indispensably  necessary  are  given  by  the 
Constitution,  though  they  be  not  expressly  grant- 
ed." 

"Incidental  powers  are  defined  to  be  powers 
appertaining  to,  or  following  others  as  more  wor- 
thy or  principal" — Coke,  Litt.,  151 — means  falling 
in  along  the  main  design. 

Can  this  Government,  then,  said  Mr.  S.,  claim 
as  "  incidental,"  means  which  are  of  an  indefinite 
or  paramount  character?  Can  the  Qovemment 
conyert  and  change  terms  as  it  pleases,  and,  under 
the  cloak  of  incidental  powers,  make  the  Consti- 
tution a  nose  of  wax,  and  compress  or  enlarge  it 
as  occasion  or  necessity  may  seem  to  require  ?  Mr. 
S.  said  he  hoped  not.  It  had  been  said  that  men 
govern  the  world,  and  money  men.  Give  any 
government  the  sword  and  tne  purse^  and  they 
want  nothing  else.  Give  to  this  Government  the 
power  to  adopt  and  execute  a  great  national 
scheme  of  internal  improvement,  and  the  unlim- 
ited right  to  appropriate  money,  and  it  would  be 
worse  than  folly  to  suppose  that  any  limit  can  be 
imposed  on  it  but  by  legislative  discretion  and  plea- 
sare«  In  every  ]K>int  of  view  in  which  he  had 
been  able  to  consider  the  subject,  Mr.  S.  said,  his 
mind  had  brought  him  to  the  conclusion  that  Con- 
gress had  no  ]>ower  to  pass  this  bill,  and  that  it 
oQebt  to  be  rejected. 

One  word  more,  Mr.  S.  said,  before  he  sat  down. 
The  friends  of  this  bill  were  right  in  saying  that 
it  was  an  important  measure.  The  precedent  now 
to  be  set  would  hereafter  be  relied  on  by  those  who 
shall  come  after  us.  Those  who  succeed  us  will 
venture  a  little  farther.  One  step  will  strengthen 
another.  That  which  is  now  supported  by  exam- 
ple, growing  old,  will  become  an  example  itself. 
Heretofore,  the  warfare  on  the  part  of  the  National 
Legislature,  against  the  rights  of  the  States  and 
people,  had  been  carried  on.  Mr.  S.  said,  by  de- 
tachment ;  but  now  that  policy  was  thought  to 
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work  too  slowly,  and  was,  therefore,  to  be  aban- 
doned. We  are  now  called  on  to  lend  our  high 
sanction  to  a  latitude  in  expounding  the  Consti- 
tution, which  is  calculated  to  break  down  all  the 
landmarks  intended  by  a  limitation  of  its  powers, 
and  to  substitute,  for  a  definite  connexion  between 
means  and  ends^  a  legislative  discretion,  to  which 
no  practicable  limit  could  be  assigned.  We  are 
now  to  sweep  down,  at  one  blow,  the  independ- 
ence and  power  of  the  State  governments,  m  or- 
der to  make  this  a  great  and  splendid  Government. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  these  must  be  the  consequences 
to  which  the  doctrines  of  this  day  lead.  The  ge- 
nius and  eloquence  of  my  friend  from  Delaware, 
and  the  honorable  Speaker,  may  shed  a  lustre  over 
this  subject;  but  strip  it,  and  all  will  be  found  to 
be  gloomy  and  hopeless  mischief.  I  call  upon  the 
Committee  to  pause,  before  they  sanction  this  bill,- 
and  to  weigh  well  its  consequences.  I  do  this  in 
the  name  of  our  common  country.  I  do  it  in  be- 
half of  those  State  Governments  to  which  the 
people  are  so  much  and  so  deservedly  attached, 
and  which  are  the  safeguards  and  ornaments  of 
our  Constitution.  Sir,  they  stand  now  upon  a 
little  spot,  surrounded  by  inundations;  and  as  the 
waters  are  rising  on  every  side,  and  undermining 
their  foundation,  let  us  realize  the  wise  purposes 
for  which  this  Government  was  formed,  and  be- 
come the  dvke  to  fence  out  the  flood. 

When  Mr.  S.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Storrb,  of  New  York,  said,  that  it  might 
be,  and  probably  was,  true,  as  had  been  stated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  who  had  just  resumed 
his  seat,  (Mr.  STBvsNSOif,)  that  the  measure  now 
proposed  originated  in  local  interests.  It  was  per- 
lectly  natural  that  it  should  be  so.  Many  great 
public  measures  of  every  Grovernment  may  be 
traced  to  the  sam'e  origin.  As  a  Representative, 
however,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Mr.  S.  said, 
that,  f(Mr  one,  if  he  had  formed  any  just  notions  of 
her  true  policy,  he  should  hardly  b^  suspected  of 
having  brought  into  this  debate  any  very  great 
prejudice  in  favor  of  the  measure.  That  great 
State  has  conceived,  and  from  her  own  unex- 
hausted and  scarcely  diminished  resources,  exe- 
cuted, for  herself,  those'  great  works  of  internal 
improvement,  which  will  elevate  her  to  the  high 
rank  in  the  Union  to  which  she  has  been  destined 
by  nature.  She  has  ceased  to  ask  extrinsic  aid. 
It  he  now  regarded  only  her  separate  interests  or 
ability,  the  time  has  passed  by  when  this  measure 
should  receive  his  support  as  a  question  of  expe- 
diency. It  was  doe,  however,  from  New  York,  to 
her  own  character,  that,  on  a  great  national  mea- 
sure, essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Union,  no 
contracted  views  of  sectional  mterest  should  gov- 
ern the  discharge  of  her  duty  to  the  nation.  If  he 
thought  that  any  well-founded  doubt  of  the  power 
of  Congress  over  this  subject  existed,  he  would 
have  been  more  inclined  to  submit  to  the  States, 
in  the  form  of  an  amendment,  the  Constitutional 
question  which  it  was  supposed  by  some  gentle- 
men to  involve.  He  was  now  convinced,  by  manj  . 
circumstances,  and  especially  by  the  course  of  this 
discussion,  that  such  a  proposition  would  only  tend 
to  weaken  and  paralyze,  if  not  completely  to  di- 
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rest  the  Goyernment  of  powers  which  he  thought 
it  already  fairly  possessed.  GeDtlemea  had  can- 
djdly  avowed,  that  if  they  believed  we  had  the 
power,  they  should  oppose  its  exercise,  as  impolitic 
and  inexpedient.  It  was  evident  that  thecooflict- 
ing  interests  and  local  jealousies  of  the  country, 
would  now  defeat  even  a  declaratory  amendment, 
and  he  was  satisfied,  after  what  had  passed,  that 
it  was  now  essential  to  the  very  preservation  of 
the  power,  that  Congress  should  act  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  he  did  not  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleouin  from  Virginia,  who  spoke  yesterday,  (Mr. 
AacBER.)  that  any  great  danger  was  to  be  appre- 
hended trom  the  assumption  of  unauthorized  pow- 
ers by  Congress.  The  tendency  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  not  in  that  direction.  The  responsibility 
of  this  House  directly  to  the  people,  and  the  fre- 
quency of  elections,  was  an  effectual  security 
against  any  lasting  or  successful  usurpations  of 
power.  He  listened  to  this  caution  with  less  un- 
easiness when  he  considered  that  his  colleague, 
(iAr.  Wooo,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
l)oth  of  whom  had  alluded  to  it,  represented  the 
larger  States*  He  rather  believed  that  more  dan- 
ger might  hereafter  be  found  in  an  opposite  influ- 
ence— the  jealousy  of  the  large  States — the  great 
masses  of  political  power  which  most  sensibly 
felt  the  check  which  Congress  held  over  their  in- 
fluence. It  is  the  disposition,  said  Mr.  S.,  of  hu- 
man nature,  to  submit  with  impatience  to  control, 
and  the  same  uneasiness  of  restraint  is  felt  in  all 
political  bodies.  The  small  States  are  naturally 
jealous  of  the  larger,  and  the  large  States  feel  the 
restrictions  which  the  Constitution  has  imposed 
on  their  powers.  I  am  more  inclined  to  think, 
that  experience  has  already  shown,  that  the  Gen- 
eral Government  will  oftener  feel  the  necessity  of 
I>rotectinjg  iteelf  against  the  large  Sutes  by  a 
rigid  maintenance  of  iu  established  powers.  The 
Confederacy  will  not  be  rent  assuoder  by  any  ex- 
plosion here.  It  will  rather  break  by  the  weight 
of  its  own  members. 

The  idea  that  Congress  possesses  the  power  of 
executing  a  system  of  jiational  improvement,  is 
npt  so  modern  as  has  been  supposed.  The  Com- 
mittee has  been  asked  why,  if  it  had  been  original- 
ly proposed  by  the  fraroers  of  the  Constitution  that 
we  should  have  this  power,  has  not  the  notion 
been  asserted,  or  alluded  to,  in  all  the  reports  of 
the  debates,  or  the  newspaper  discussions  of  those 
days  7  He  could  state  to  the  Committee,  that,  in 
the  Convention  of  New  York,  it  was  proposed,  by 
an  eminent  Constitutional  lawyer,  to  umn  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  a  power  under  one  clause  in  the 
Constitution.  Mr.  8.  read  from  the  Debates  on 
the  Federal  Constitution,  in  the  New  York  Con- 
vention, the  following  extract : 

«<  To  the  clause  respmsting  the  establishinflnt  of  post 
offices,  6lc,,  Mr.  Jonas  movod  the  followiag  amend- 
ment :  Rtaohed,  As  the  opinion  of  this  conunUtee, 
that  the  power  of  CongreM  to  establish  post  offices 
and  post  roads,  is  not  to  be  construed  to  extend  to  the 
laying  out,  making,  altering,  or  repairing,  highways 
in  any  State,  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature 
of  such  State." 

It  does  not  appear  whether  the  Convention  I 


had  afterwards  acted  on  this  proposition;  but  the 
intention  of  the  mover  was  clearly  to  abridge  the 
power,  and  give  to  the  States  a  check  upon  ib  ex- 
ercise. The  proposition  obviously  affirmed  its  ex- 
istence in  the  proposed  Government. 

He  could  not  promise  the  Committee  any  new 
views  of  the  Constitution,  but  should  confine  bis 
remarks,  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  day,  cbiefly  to 
a  general  view  of  the  principles  on  which  ibe 
Government  was  founded,  and  by  which  its  pow- 
ers were  to  be  tested.  It  bad  been,  in  his  opinioD, 
altogether  erroneous  to  construe  the  powers  grant- 
ed in  a  strict  or  narrow  sense.  No  sound  or  safe 
rule  of  political  interpretation  required  it  The; 
should  be  largely, *liberaliy,  and  beneficially,  con- 
strued, in  furtherance  of  the  great  national  ends 
for  which  the  Government  was  instituted.  A 
contrary  rule  implied  that  a  reasonable  confidence 
was  not  to  be  placed  in  Congress.  When  I  con- 
sider, said  Mr.  8.,  how  much  is  expected  of  o-sl 
should  feel  much  embarrassed  if  I  thought  that 
we  were  placed  here  under  a  responsibility  div 
proportioned  to  oar  powers.  There  is  nothing  ia 
the  nature  of  our  political  relation  here,  whick 
should  lead  us  to  distrust  ourselves,  or  induce  tbe 
nation  to  fear  that  we  shall  transcend  oar  jiui 
powers.  We  are  all  equalljr  sen&ible  of  the  greii 
mterest  we  have  in  preserving  entire  the  powers 
of  the  State  governments,  and  the  force  of  thdz 
influence  is  deeply  felt  here.  The  time  may  cooe 
— perhaps  it  has  been  —  when  power  may' he 
abused  here  as  it  bas  been  by  other  men :  but  tne 
possibility  of  its  abuse  is  no  argamcnt  against  m 
existence. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Greneral  Goveiomeat 
has  been  vested  with  but  few  municipal  powers^ 
and  from  this  idea,  it  seems  to  have  been  consid- 
ered by  many  as  a  Government  created  for  na- 
tional purposes,  in  contradistinction  to  the  muni- 
cipal character  of  the  States.  There  is  no  contnst 
of  signification  in  these  terms.     It  is,  in  truib, 
both.    It  was,  indeed,  created  for  great  national 
purposes,  but  though,  in  some  respects,  federatiie 
in  its  structure,  is  strictly  municipal  in  its  whok 
character  and  operation.    It  is  precisely  in  thu 
respect  that  it  is  to  be  distinguished  from  tbe  ol^ 
confederation,  which  was  a  mere  league  betweeo 
independent  sovereignties — a  general  council  of 
the  States,  and  could  not  properly  be  cialltd  a 
government  at  all.    The  object  of  the  Convenuoa 
was  to  abolish  altogether  the  {Mlitical  basis  on 
which  it  was  founded,  and  to  'substitute  in  i^ 
place  a  government  operating  directly  on  its  ciu- 
zens.    There  is  no  other  apt  definition  of  a  muni- 
cipal government^  for  the  term  may  be  laoA 
pertinently  used  in  distinction  to  an  alliance. 
The  chief  object  of  the  chanse  was  not,  in  his 
opinion,  as  his  colleague  (Mr.  Woon)  seemed  to 
suppose,  to  vest  in  the  new  government  the  power 
of  raising  revenue.     In  that  particular,  indeed, 
the  defect  of  the  old  system,  in  its  organization  and 
mode  of  operation,  had  been  fatally  felt,  aod  tbi) 
defect  was  a  striking  illustration  of  its  total  in- 
adequacy to  any  national  purposes.    It  may  hs^^ 
been,  in  fact  it  was,  one  of  the  principal  causes  of 
revising  and  changing  the  system,  but  not  the 
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favorable  to  them.  The  partiealar  intereat  of  e^ery 
State  wHl  then  be  brought  forward,  and  receive  a  Fed- 
eral support.  Happily  for  them,  no  meaaarea  ean  be 
taken  to  promote  the  tntereata  of  either,  whieh  will 
not  pqaalJy  promote  that  of  the  whole.  If  their  com* 
merce  ia  laid  under  injurioua  reatrictifma  in  foreign 
parts,  by  going  band  in  hand  in  confidence  togetberi 
bj  wise  and  equitable  regulationa,  they  will  more  ea- 
sily sustain  the  inconveniencee,  or  remedy  the  evil.  If 
they  wish  to  cement  the  Union  by  the  atrongeat  tiea 
of  interest  and  affection ;  if  they  wiah  to  promote  ita 
strength  and  grandeur,  founded  upon  that  of  each  in- 
dividual State,  every  consideration  of  local,  aa  well  aa 
of  Federal  policy,  urges  th«m  to  adopt  the  recommen- 
datido,"  &C. 

These  are  enlightened  views  of  the  system,  and 
a  just  commentary  on  the  power  in  question. 

The  erection  of  lighthoases,  beacons,  and  baoys, 
may  indirectly  promote  the  security  of  revenue, 
but  it  never  appertained  stricter  to  its  mere  col- 
lection. All  these  exertions  of*^  power  hare  been 
foooded  on  the  duty  of  Government  to  protect, 
foster,  and  promote  the  prosperity  and  security 
of  the  national  interests,  which  have  been  confided 
to  the  sovereignty  of  Congress,  and  made  subor- 
dinate to  its  legislative  power  and  supremacy.  In 
the  exercise  of  this  power  of  regulating  commerce, 
the  Government  exerts  a  supervisory  power  over 
the  conduct  of  its  citizens,  prescribes  the  places 
where,  the  time  when,  and  how,  their  commerce 
shall  be  carried  on,  in  what  articles  they  may 
trade,  and  when  all  trade  shall  cease.  The  erec- 
tion of  the  sea-wall  on  the  Eastern  coast,  or  a  break- 
water at  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware,  recommended 
by  the  Executive,  is  only  legitimatelv  done  under 
this  construction  of  our  powers.  What  has  been 
done  for  this  great  end  of  the  Grovernment  on  the 
margin  of  the  ocean,  may,  by  the  same  rule  of 
interpretation,  be  done  on  the  land.  Our  power 
is  not  bounded  by  the  sea-shore.  Having  the 
jurisdiction  over  the  waters  of  the  Union,  and  the 
sovereignty  over  trade,  for  the  promotion  of  the 
national  commercial  prosperity,  we  may  as  con- 
stitutionally appropriate  the  public  funds  in  im- 
proving the  natural  means  and  resources  of  the 
:ountry  for  this  great  and  beneficent  end.  No  one 
nrould  contend  that  such  a  system  of  improvement 
nras  exclusively  in  the  power  of  Congress^  nor 
loes  it  interfere  at  all  with  the  power  oriunsdic- 
ion  of  the  States.  Though  the  power  of  regula- 
ing  commerce  should  be  admitted  to  be  exclu- 
ively  in  Congress,  yet  the  means  of  the  General 
ind  State  €k)vernments  might  be  concurrently 
ised  for  the  different  ends  of  their  creation*  The 
)u  Dish  men  t  of  forgery,  and  counterfeiting  the 
mblic  securities,  or  coin,  or  robbery  of  the  mail, 
ire  concurrently  exercised  over  the  same  acts  and 
^rson.  He  would  not  say  that  the  States  also 
nay  not  erect  liffbthouses,  beacons,  and  buoys. 
There  is  a  vast  class  of  like  powers  which  are  m- 
ermediate  and  common  to  both  sovereignties, 
i'lr.  S.  said,  that  he  should  not  ragage  in  any 
ainute  philological  discussion  of  the  words  used 
ly  those  who  framed  the  Constitution  in  its  various 
:rants  of  power.  They  were  to  be  understood  in 
general  political  sense,  and  not  to  be  himted  for 


in  dictionaries.  Much  had  been  said  of  the  word 
€9tMiehj  as  used  in  the  clause  relating  to  post 
offices  and  post  roads.  Another  clause  authorized 
Congress  to  establish  a  Supreme  Court ;  another, 
to  constitDte  tribunals  inferior  to  the  Supreme 
Court.  He  understood  all  these  in  the  same  sense. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  ^nSvENsoif) 
seemed  to  suppose  that  the  construction  which 
had  been  given  to  the  word  egtatlish  by  those  who 
denied  our  power  on  this  subject,  received  much 
aid  from  its  use  in  the  clause  which  declared  that 
the  ratification  of  nine  States  should  be  sufficient 
for  the  "  establishment''  of  the  Constitution,  and 
asked  tis  if  this  ratification  did  not  succeed  its 
actual  creation?  and  if  the  word  establishment 
would  here  bear  the  sense  which  the  friends  of 
this  power  maintain  ?  Mr.  S.  said,  that  it  did 
bear  that  sense,  and  no  other.  The  paper  or 
parchment  may  have  existed,  but  the  political 
creation  of  the  Constitution  was  only  complete 
when  such  a  ratification  was  perfected.  The 
words,  afld  sentences,  and  paragraphs,  had  been 
framed,  but  the  soul  and  vitality  had  not  been  in- 
fused into  it.  It  had  no  more  life  and  existence 
than  the  bare  letters  of  the  alphabet.  Much  has 
also  been  said  of  the  word  "  regulate,"  as  used  in 
the  Constitution.  In  relation  to  commerce,  which 
includes  a  great  complexity  of  interests  and  rela- 
tions, the  word  was,  for  this  reason,  subject  to 
much  criticism.  But  to  apply  it  to  a  subject  of 
more  simplicity — suppose,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  the 
Constitution  had  conferred  on  Congress  a  power 
to  regulate  the  coin.  Had  it  been  necessary,  for 
the  sake  of  uniformity  in  value,  or  a  common 
standard,  that  Congress  should  have  established  a 
Mint  and  actually  coined  money,  to  effect  this  end, 
would  it  hardly  admit  of  denial,  that  they  might 
have  attained  that  object  by  such  means  ? 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  he  should  not  detain  the  Com- 
mittee by  any  argument  to  prove  the  power  of 
Congress  to  construct  such  roads  or  canals  as  were 
necessary  to  the  defence  of  the  country.  He  could 
add  nothing,  in  his  opinion,  more  conclusive  than 
what  had  l^n  already  stated  by  other  gentlemen. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Archer.) 
admits  that  we  have  such  a  power  for  that  enu ; 
but,  that  his  measure  is,  or  may  be,  unconstitu- 
tional, because  we  have  not  that  end  in  view. 
Though  I  cannot  consent  that  the  constitutionality 
of  any  measure  is  to  be  tried  by  this  rtile,  or 
brought  to  any  test  but  its  actual  provisions,  yet 
it  is  not  admitted,  that,  if  the  bill  is  Constitutional 
on  its  face,  any  collateral  advantages  may  not 
fairly  be  taken  into  consideration.  There  were 
many  acts  of  Concpress,  confessedly  Constitutional, 
which,  if  judged  Dy  a  rule  so  severe,  must  be  con- 
demned. The  Dower  to  raise  revenue  by  imposts, 
admits  of  no  deoate;  and  yet  the  preamble  of  the 
first  act  ever  passed  under  this  power  of  Congress, 
recites,  as  one  of  its  chief  objects,  the  protection 
and  encouragement  of  manuuictures.  Under  the 
power  of  making  war,  and  the  duty  of  providing 
for  the  public  defence,  Congress  have  for  years 
exercised  all  the  powers  contained  in  the  bill  be- 
fore us.  At  Harper's  Ferry,  they  have  purchased 
land;  erected  buildings  for  the  manufacture  of 
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arms;  constructed  canals  for  hydraulic  works; 
and  doue  every  act  which  a  State  might  do,  for 
all  such  purposes ;  and  it  would  be  extraordinary, 
indeed,  if,  while  the  States  might  construct  roads 
or  canals  for  their  separate  defence,  the  same 
power  should  be  denied  to  Congress  which  is  ex- 
pressly charged  with  the  war-making  power,  and 
the  defence  of  all  the  States.  If  all  which  we 
have  done  at  Harper's  Ferry,  has  been  done  con- 
stitutionally, (and  it  has  never  yet  been  debated 
or  questioned,)  he  hoped  that  gentlemen  would 
specify  and  define  the  point  where  the  operations 
of  the  Government  must  be  constitutionally  ar- 
rested. If  we  may,  by  these  means,  provide  the 
ingredients  of  defence,  can  we  not,  by  the  same 
means,  facilitate  the  movements  of  an  army  7  Or 
have  we  merely  power  to  mould  the  atoms,  but 
not  the  mass:  to  perfect  the  parts,  but  not  the 
whole  ?  By  this  course  of  argument,  we  are  for- 
bidden to  reach  the  end  directly,  but  must  approach 
it  circuitously,  through  some  narrow,  tortuous 
path.  We  may  give  an  incipient  moHon  to  the 
particles  of  this  great  sjrstem,  but  leave  its  opera- 
tion to  accident  or  fatalism. 

He  would  detain  the  Committee  no  longer.  It 
would  be  an  ungracious  tax  on  their  time  and 
patience,  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  debate,  to  enter 
into  a  minute  examination  of  the  subject.  He 
had  risen  only  to  express  his  general  views  of  the 
question,  and,  being  well  satisfied  that  the  power 
was  vested  in  Congress,should  support  the  measure. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Friday,  January  30. 

Mr.  WfiBSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, who  were  instructed  "  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  re[)ealin^  the  25th  section  of  the 
act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  or  so  to  modify  the  same,  that  the  writ  of 
error,  therein  provided  for,  may  be  awarded  to 
either  partv,  and  without  reference  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  question  shall  have  been  decided^" 
reported,  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  repeal  the  said 
section,  nor  to  modifv  it  in  the  manner  proposed ; 
which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to 
alter  the  times  of  holding  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  South  Carolina; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Smith,  of  Alexandria,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Stephen  Brace, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  certain  fortifications  of  the  Uni- 


ted States,  for  the  year  1824 ;  which  was  icai 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  1824. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  ootbe 
petition  of  Malachi  Boms,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Wh<^. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  proposiof  u 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uoited 
States,  as  it  respects  the  election  of  PresideDt  of 
the  United  States,  was  read  twice,  and  commiued 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoase  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles: 

1st.  An  act  confirming  the  claims  oftbe  beiis 
of  Nicholas  Baudin,and  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Cb^ 
tang,  to  certain  tracts  of  land  ; 

2d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  tlie  president,  dire^ 
tors,  and  company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  ii 
Newport,  Rhode  Island ; 

3d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hanson  Kellf,wae 
respectively  read,  and  referred — the  1st  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims ;  2d  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  and  the  3d  to 
the  Committee  of  Ulaims. 

Mr.  Tracy  laid  Che  following  resolution  on  tbe 
table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow : 

Meeahed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tnumy  be 
directed  to  inforin  this  House  wh«t  purchases  oftttittj 
of  any  description,  by  virtae  of  sales  on  execotioB, 
have  been  maoe,  on  heludfof  the  United  Statec ;  alB» 
what  estate  has  been  acqaired,  in  any  maoner,  bj  l^ 
rangements  with,  or  assignments  irom,  debton  to  tlte 
United  States,  what  sums  have  been  paid  or  ailovt^ 
on  account  of  said  purchases  and  acquisitioos,  sever 
ally,  what  charges  have  accraed,  and  whatiocooke  btf 
been  derived  therefrom ;  who  are  the  several  agenti, 
who  now  have,  or  who  heretofore  have  had,  the  eaic 
of  said  estate,  and  what  compensation  has  bees  il- 
iowed  to  them,  respectively,  for  their  services. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hop 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  foUowiog 
titles,  viz :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hanson  Eellr; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors, 
and  Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  in  New- 
port, Rhode  island;  and  an  actforconfirmiogthe 
claims  t)f  the  heirs  of  Nicholas  Baudin,  aod  ^ 
heirs  of  Joseph  Chastang,  to  certain  tracts  of  l&Qd- 
The  Senate  have  also  passed  a  joint  resoiatioa, 
proposing  an  amendment  to  the  ConstitutioQ  al 
the  United  States,  as  it  respects  the  eleciioQO^ 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  which  ibree 
last-mentioned  bills  and  resolution,  they  ask  i^^ 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

Navy  peace  establishment. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
or  TBB  United  States,  as  follows: 
To  the  House  of  Repreaentalives  of  the  United  SuUa: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Hooted 
Representatives,  of  the  15th  of  December  last,  rtqwti- 
ing  the  President  of  the  Uoited  States  *<to  comiDiutf' 
cate  a  plan  for  a  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Nav;  ^' 
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he  United  8t«tot,*'  I  herewith- transmit  a  report 
rom  the  Secratary  of  the  Navy,  which  contains  the 
)Un  required. 

In  presenting  this  plan  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
frets,  I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  malie  some  re* 
Darks  on  it,  w^ch  the  importance  of  the  subject  re* 
[uires,  and  experiesce  justifies. 

If  a  system  of  nniversal  and  permanent  peace  could 
le  establbbed  ;  or,  if,  in  war,  the  belligerent  parties 
rould  respect  the  rights  of  neutral  Powen,  we  should 
lave  no  occasion  for  a  navy  or  an  army.  The  expense 
nd  dangen  of  sndi  estabMshments  might  be  avoided. 
The  history  of  all  ages  provee  that  this  cannot  be  pre- 
amed ;  on  the  contrary,  that  at  least  one  half  of  every 
entory,  in  ancient  as  well  as  modern  times,  has  been 
oosumed  in  wars,  and  often  of  the  moot  general  and 
lesolatiog  character.  Nor  is  thera  any  cause  to  infer, 
f  we  examine  the  condition  of  the  nations  with  which 
re  have  the  moat  intercourse  and  strongest  political 
elations,  that  we  shall,  in  future,  be  exempt  from  that 
mUmity,  within  any  period,  to  which  a  rational  cal- 
olation  ma/  be  extended.  And  aa  to  the  rights  of 
leutral  Powers,  it  is  sufficient  to  appeal  to  our  own 
xperience  to  demonstrate  •  how  little  regard  will  be 
«id  to  them,  whenever  they  come  in  conflict  with  the 
nterest  of  the  Powers  at  war,  while  we  ralj  on  the 
ustice  of  our  cause  and  on  argument  alone.  The 
mount  of  the  property  of  our  fellow-ciUzens,  which 
ras  seized  and  confiscated,  or  destroyed,  by  the  bel- 
igerent  parties,  in  the  wars  of  the  French  revolution, 
nd  of  those  which  followed,  before  we  became  a  party 
0  the  war,  la  almost  incalculable. 

The  whole  movement  of  our  Government,  from  the 
fitabliahment  of  our  independence,  haa  been  guided 
y  a  sacred  regard  for  peace.  Situated,  as  we  are,  in 
be  new  bemiaphere;  diatant  from  Europe,  and  an- 
onnected  with  its  affairs ;  blessed  with  the  happieat 
Government  on  earth,  and  having  no  objects  of  ambi- 
ion  to  gratify  ;  the  United  States  have  steadily  culti- 
vated the  relations  of  amity  with  every  Power.  And 
r,  in  any  European  wars,  a  reapect  for  our  rights 
light  be  relied  on,  it  waa  undoubtedly  in  those  to 
rhich  I  have  adverted.  The  conflict  being  vital,  the 
)rce  being  nearly  equally  balanced,  and  the  result 
ncertain,  each  party  had  the  strongest  motives  of  in- 
srest  to  cultivate  our  good  will,  lest  we  might  be 
irown  into  the  opposite  scale.  Powerful  as  this  con- 
ideration  usually  is,  it  was  nevertheless  utterly  dis- 
Fgarded,  in  almoat  every  stage  of,  and  by  every  party 
>,  those  wan.  To  these  encroachments  and  inju- 
lea,  our  regard  for  peace  waa  finally  forced  to  yield.- 

In  the  war  to  which  at  length  we  became  a  party, 
ur  whole  coast,  from  St.  Croix  to  the  Misaiasippi, 
ras  either  invaded  or  menaced  with  invasion ;  and  in 
lany  parts,  witl\  a  strong,  imposing  foree,  both  land 
nd  naval.  In  those  parte  where  the  population  was 
loat  dense,  the  pressure  was  comparatively  light ;  but 
lere  was  scarcely  a  harbor  or  city,  on  any  of  our 
rest  inlets,  which  codid  be  considered  secure.  New 
Tork  snd  Philadelphia  were  eminently  exposed,  the 
lien  oxiating  works  not  being  sufiicient  for  their  pro- 
action.  The  same  remark  is  applicable,  in  a  certain 
itent,  to  the  cities  eastward  of  the  former ;  and  as  to 
ie  condition  of  the  whole  country  southward  of  the 
itter,the  eventa  which  marked  the  war  are  too  recent 
>  require  detail.  Our  armies  and  navy  signalized 
bemaelves  in  every  quarter  where  they  had  occasion 
0  meet  their  gallant  foe,  and  the  militia  voluntarily 
«w  to  their  aid,  with  a  patriotisiny  and  fought  with 


a  bravery,  which  exalted  the  reputation  of  their  Gov- 
ernment and  country,  and  which  did  them  the  higheat 
honor.  In  whatever  direction  the  enemy  chose  to 
move  with  their  squadrons  and  to  land  their  troopa, 
our  fortifications,  where  any  existed,  presented  but 
little  obstacle  to  them.  They  passed  those  works 
without  difiiculty.  Their  squadrons,  in  fact,  annoyed 
our  whole  coaat,  not  of  the  sea  only,  but  every  bay 
and  great  river  throughout  ita  whole  extent.  In  en- 
tering those  inlets  and  sailing  up  them  with  a  small 
force,  the  effect  waa  diaaatrons,  since  it  never  failed  to 
draw  out  the  whole  population  on  each  side,  and  to 
keep  it  in  the  field  while  the  squadron  remained  there. 
The  expense  attending  this  species  of  defencot  with 
the  exposure  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  waste  of  prop- 
erty, may  readily  be  conceived. 

The  occurrences  which  preceded  the  war,  and  those 
which  attended  it,  were  alike  replete  with  useful  in- 
struction as  to  our  future  policy.  Those  which  mark 
the  first  epoch,  demonstrate  clearly,  that,  in  the  ware 
of  other  Powera,  we  can  rely  only  on  force  for  the 
protection  of  our  neutral  rights.  Those  of  the  second 
demonstrate,  with  equal  certainty,  th»t,  in  any  war 
in  which  we  may  be  engaged  hereaAer,  with  a  strong 
naval  Power,  the  expense,  waste,  and  other  calami- 
ties, attending  it,  considering  the  vast  extent  of  our 
maritime  frontier,  cannot  fail,  unless  it  be  defended  by 
adequate  fortifications  and  a  suitable  naval  foree,  to 
correspond  with  those  which  were  experienced  in  the 
late  war. 

Two  great  objects  are  therefore  to  be  regarded  in  the 
establishment  of  an  adequate  naval  force :  The  firat, 
to  prevent  war,  so  far  as  it  may  be  practicable ;  thQ 
second,  to  diminish  ita  calamities,  when  it  may  be  in- 
evitable. Hence,  the  subject  of  defence  becomes  inti- 
mately connected,  in  all  its  parts,  in  war  and  in  peace, 
for  the  land  and  at  sea.  No  Government  will  be  dis- 
posed, in  its  ware  with  other  Powera,  to  violate  our 
rights,  if  it  knows  we  have  the  means,  are  prepared, 
and  resolved,  to  defend  them.  The  motive  will  also 
be  diminished,  if  it  knows  that  oQr  defencea  by  land 
are  so  well  planned  and  executed,  that  an  invasion  of 
our  coast  cannot  be  productive  of  the  evils  to  which 
we  have  heretofore  been  exposed. 

It  was  under  a  thorough  conviction  of  these  truths, 
derived  from  the  admonitions  of  the  late  war,  that 
Congress,  as  early  as  the  year  1816,  during  the  term 
of  my  enlightened  and  virtuous  predecessor,  under 
whom  the  war  had  been  declared,  pro€ecuted,  and 
terminated,  digested,  and  made  provision  for,  the  de- 
fence of  our  country,  and  support  of  its  rights,  in 
peace  as  well  as  in  war,  by  acts,  which  authorized  and 
enjoined  the  augmentation  of  our  Navy,  to  a  pre- 
scribed limit,  and  the  construction  of  suitable  fortifica- 
tions throughout  the  whole  extent  of  our  maritime 
frontier,  and  wherever  else  they  might  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary. It  is  to  the  execution  of  these  works,  both 
land  and  naval,  and  under  a  thorough  conviction  that 
by  hastening  their  completion  I  should  render  the 
best  service  to  my  country,  and  give  the  most  effectual 
support  to  our  free  republican  system  of  Government 
that  my  humble  faculties  would  admit  of,  that  I  have 
devoted  so  much  of  my  time  and  labor  to  this  great 
system  of  national  policy,  since  I  came  into  this  office, 
and  shall  continue  to  do  it,  until  my  retirement  from 
it,  at  the  end  of  your  next  session. 

The  Navy  is  the  arm  from  which  our  Government 
will  always  derive  most  aid  in  aopport  df  our  neutral 
rights.    Every  Power  engaged  in  war  will  know  the 
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strength  of  our  naval  force,  the  number  of  our  sbipe  of 
each  claM,  their  condition,  and  the  promptitude  with 
which  we  may  bring  them  into  service,  and  will  pay 
due  consideration  to  that  argument.    Justice  wiU  al- 
ways have  great  weight  in  the  Cabinets  of  Europe ; 
tut,  in  long  and  destructive  wars,  exigencies  often 
occur  which  press  so  vitally  on  them,  that,  unless  the 
argument  of  force  is  brought  to  its  aid,  it  will  be  dis- 
regarded.   Our  land  forces  will  always  perform  their 
^uty  in  the  event  of  war ;  but  they  must  perform  it  on 
the  land.     Our  Navy  is  the  arm  which  must  be  prin- 
cipally relied  on  for  the  annoyance  of  the  commerce 
of  the  enemy,  and  for  the  protection  of  our  own ;  and 
also,  by  co-operation  with  the  land  forces,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country.    Capable  of  moving  in  any  and 
«very  direction,  it  possesses  the  faculty,  even  when 
remote  from  our  coast,  of  extending  its  aid  to  eveiy 
interest  on  which  the  security  and  welfare  of  our 
Union  depend.    Annoying  the  commerce  of  the  ene- 
my, and  menacing,  in  turn,  its   coast,  provided  the 
force  on  each  side  is  nearly  equally  balanced,  it  will 
draw  its  squadrons  from  our  own  ;  and,  in  case  of  in- 
vasion by  a  powerful  adveraary,  by  a  land  and  naval 
force,  which  U  always  to  be  anticipated,  and  ought  to 
be  provided  against,  our  Navy  may,  by  like  co-opera- 
tion with  our  land  forces,  render  essential  sid  in  pro- 
tecting our  interior  from  incureion  and  depredation. 

The  great  object,  in  the  event  of  war,  is  to  stop  the 
enemy  at  the  coast.  If  this  is  done,  our  cities,  and 
whole  interior,  will  be  secure.  For  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  object,  our  fortifications  must  be  princi- 
pally relied  on.  By  placing  strong  works  near  the 
mouths  of  our  great  inlets,  in  such  posiiioos  as  to 
command  the  entrances  into  them,  as  may  be  done  in 
many  instances,  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
for  ships  to  pass  them,  especially  if  other  precautions^ 
and  particularly  that  of  steam-batteries,  are  resorted 
to,  in  their  aid.  In  the  wars  between  other  Powers, 
into  which  we  may  be  drawn,  in  support  of  our  neu- 
tral rights,  it  cannot  be  doubted  tluit  this  defence 
would  be  adequate  to  the  purpose  intended  by  it ;  nor 
can  it  be  doubted  that  the  knowledge  that  such  works 
existed,  would  form  a  strong  motive,  with  any  Power, 
not  to  invade  our  rights,  and  thereby  contribute  essen- 
tislly  to  prevent  war.  There  are,  it  is  admitted,  some 
entrancea  into  our  interior,  which  are  of  such  vast  ex- 
tent, that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  any  works, 
however,  extensive,  or  well  posted,  to  command  them. 
Of  this  class,  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  which  is  an  arm 
of  the  sea,  may  be  given  as  an  example.  But,  in  my 
judgment,  even  this  bay  may  be  defended  against  any 
Power  with  whom  we  may  be  involved  in  war  as  a 
third  party,  in  the  defence  of  our  neutral  rights.  By 
erecting  strong  works  at  the  mouth  of  James  river, 
on  both  sides,  near  the  Capes,  as  we  are  now  doing, 
and  at  Old  Point  Comfort  and  the  Rip  Rap«,  and  con- 
necting those  works  together  by  chains,  whenever  the 
enemy's  force  appeared,  placing  in  the  rear  some  large 
ships  and  steam-batteries,  the  passage  up  the  river 
would  be  rendered  impracticable.  This  guard  would 
also  tend'  to  protect  the  whole  country  bordering  on 
the  bay,  and  rivers  emptying  into  it ;  as  the  hazard 
would  be  too  great  for  the  enemy,  however  strong  his 
naval  force,  to  ascend  the  bay,  and  leave  such  a  naval 
force  behind;  since,  in  the  event  of  a  storm,  whereby 
his  vessels  might  be  separated,  or  of  a  calm,  the  ships 
and  steam-batteries,  behind  the  works,  niight  rush 
forth  and  destroy  them.  It  could  only  be  in  5ie  event 
of  an  invasion  by  a  great  Power,  or  a  combination  of 


several  Powers,  and  byiand  as  well  as  by  naval  foiw. 
that  those  works  could  be  carried;  and,  ctcd  tken, 
they  could  not  fail  to  retard  the  movement  of  the  eoenj 
into  the  country,  and  to  give  time  for  the  coUsdioBof 
our  regular  troops,  militia,  and  voluntecis,  to  tbt 
point,  and  thereby  contribute  esseotially  to  hii  olb* 
mate  defeat  and  expulsion  from  our  tenitoiy. 

Under  a  atrong  impression,  that  a  Peace  Eitabliib- 
ment  of  our  Navy  is  connected  with  the  posnble  event 
of  war,  and  that  the  naval  force  intended  ibr  oikt 
state,  however  small  it  may  be,  is  connected  wiih  tk 
general  aystem  of  public  defeoee,  I  have  thont^t  it 
proper,  in  communicating  this  report,  lo  submit  tbor 
remarks  on  the  whole  subject. 

JAM£8  MONROE. 

WAsaivaToir,  January  80,  1684. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS 

The  House  then  again  resolved  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Foot  in  the  Chair,)  og 
the  bill  to  provide  surveys  for  roads  and  caoals. 

Mt.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  rose.  He  begaa 
by  saying,  that  he  very  much  feared  that  the  id- 
dulgeoce  extended  to  him  by  the  Committee,  i 
few  days  since,  might  induce  them  to  think  tha; 
he  was,  thereby,  emboldened  to  throw  himst: 
upon  their  attention  more  frequently  than  wi: 
seemly  or  befitting,  and  that  he  should,  od  too 
many  occasions,  offer  to  their  consideratioa  the 
crude  conceptions  of  his  very  feeble  understandiag. 
But,  said  he,  I  can,  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  ar 
sure  the  Committee  that  they  may  lay  aside  ii 
alarm  on  that  subject ;  for  I  do  not  foresee,  at  thu 
time,  any  further  occasion,  at  the  present  session. 
when  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  trespass  (£ 
their  attention.  I  shall  not  a^tn,  unless  sodk 
very  unexpected  case  should  arise,  arouse  in  their 
breast^  the  feeling  which  such  a  trespass  is  wtl 
calculated  to  inspire. 

During  a  not  very  short  course  of  public  Ut 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  did  not  know  that  it  ever  had  be«c 
his  fortune  to  rise  under  as  much  embarrassinat, 
or  to  address  the  House  with  as  much  repogoft&ee, 
as  he  now  felt  That  repugnance,  in  vut,  sn^ 
out  of  the  necessity  that  existed  for  nis  tuiflg 
some  notice,  in  the  course  of  his  observations,  c! 
the  argument,  if  argument  it  might  be  calH  ^^ 
an  honorable  memwr  of  this  House  from  Kea- 
tucky.  And,  although,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  hare  sot 
the  honor  to  know,  personally,  or  even  by  nain^- 
a  large  portion  of  the  members  of  this  House,  it  •> 
not  necessary  for  me  to  indicate  the  cause  of  tUi 
repugnance.  But  this  I  may  venture  to  promise 
the  Committee,  that,  in  my  notice  of  the  argo- 
ment  of  that  member,  I  shall  show  at  least  t' 
much  deference  to  it  as  hi  showed  to  the  Me^^ 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  Americi. 
on  returning  a  bill  of  a  nature  aoaloffoas  to  i^^ 
now  before  us — I  say  at  least  as  mucS^l  sbotii(i 
regret  if  not  mote.  With  the  argument  of  ti:e 
President,  however,  Mr.  R.  said,  be  had  nothio| 
to  do — he  washed  his  hands  of  it— ^d  woui<i 
leave  it  to  the  triumph,  the  clemency,  the  mercy, 
of  tbe  honorable  gentleman  of  Kentqcky^ii^  a- 
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deed,  to  use  kis  own  langtiage,  aitiid  the  mass  of 
words  in  which  it  was  enveloped,  he  had  been 
able  to  find  it.  His  purpose,  in  regard  to  the  ar- 
gument of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  was  to 
ahow^  that  it  lies  in  the  compass  of  a  nttt-shell — 
that  it  turns  on  the  meaning  of  one  of  the  plainest 
words  in  the  English  language.  He  was  happy 
to  be  able  to  agree  with  that  gentleman  in  at  least 
one  particular,  to  wit :  in  the  estimate  the  gentle- 
man had  formed  of  his  own  powers  as  a  gramma- 
riau,  philologer,  and  critic — ^particularly,  as  those 
powers  had  been  displayed  in  the  dissertation  with 
whicb  he  had  favored  the  Committee,  on  the  in- 
terpretation of  the  word  eaUMUh. 

^'  Congress,"  says  the  Constitution,  *'  shall  have 
power  to  utaXMk  (ergo,  says  the  gentleman,  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  oonatruet  /)  post  roads." 
One  would  suppose,  said  Mr.  R.,  that,  if  any 
thing  could  be  considered  as  settled  by  precedent 
in  legislation,  the  meaning  of  the  words  of  the 
Constitution  must,  before  this  time,  have  been 
settled,  by  the  uniform  sense  in  which  that  power 
has  been  exercised,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  Government  to  the  present  time.    What  is 
the  fact  1    Your  statute  book  is  loaded  with  acts 
for  the  "establishment"  of  post  roads — aud  the 
Postmaster  General  is  besieged  with  petitions  lor 
the  "  establishment"  of  post  offices.    And  yet,  we 
are  now  gravely  debating  on  what  the  word  '^  es- 
tablish" shall  be  held  to  mean!    A  curious  pre* 
dicament  we  are  placed  in — ^precisely  the  reverse 
of  that  of  Moliere^s  citizen  turned  gentleman,  who 
discovered,  to  his  great  surprise,  that  he  had  been 
talking  "  prose"  aU  his  life  long  without  knowing 
it — a  common  case — it  is  just  so  with  all  prOsers, 
and  I  hope  I  may  not  exemplify  it  in  this  instance. 
But,  sir,  ioe  have  been,  for  five-and*thirty  years, 
establishing  post  roads,  under  the  delusion  that  we 
were  exeroismg  a  power  specially  conferred  upon 
us  by  the  Constitution,  while  we  were,  according 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
actually  committing  treason,  by  refusing,  for  so 
long  a  time,  to  carry  into  effect  that  very  article 
of  the  Constitution  I 

To  forbear  the  exercise  of  a  power  vested  in  us 
for  the  public  good,  not  merely  for  our  own  ag- 
grandizement, IS,  according  to  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  treachery  to  the 
Constitution!  I,  then,  said  Mr.  R.,  must  have 
commenced  my  public  life  in  treason,  and  in  trea- 
son am  I  doomed  to  end  it.  One  of  the  first  votes 
that  I  ever  had  the  honor  to  give,  in  this  House, 
was  a  vote  against  the  establishment^  if  gentlemen 
please,  of  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy — a 
power  as  unquestionably  given  to  Congress,  by 
the  Constitution,  as  the  power  to  lay  a  direct  tax. 
But,  sir,  my  treason  did  not  end  there.  About 
two  years  after  the  establishment  of  this  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy,  I  was  particeps  criminis, 
with  almost  the  unanimous  voice  of  this  House, 
in  committing  another  act  of  treaeherv  in  repeal- 
iog  it;  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  Presiaent  ol  the 
United  States,  in  the  commencement  of  his  career, 
consummated  the  treason  by  putting  his  signature 
to  the  act  of  repeal. 
Miserable,  indeed,  Would  be  the  condition  of 


every  free  people,  if,  in  expounding  the  charter  of 
their  liberties,  it  were  necessary  to  go  back  to  the 
Anglo-Saxon,  to  Junius  and  Skinner,  and  other 
black  letter  etymologists.  Not,  sir,  that  I  am  very 
skilful  in  language :  althouf^h  i  have  learned  from 
a  certain  Curate  of  Brentford,  whose  name  will 
survive  wh^n  the  whole  contemporaneous  bench 
of  bishops  shall  be  buried  in  oblivion,  that  vords — 
the  counters  of  wise  men,  the  money  of  foots — 
that  it  is  by  the  dextrous  cutting^  and  shuffling  of 
this  pack  tnat  is  derived  one-half  of  the  chicanery, 
and  more  than  one-half  of  the  profits,  of  the  most 
lucrative  profession  in  the  world — and,  sir,  by  this 
dextrous  exchanging  and  substituting  of  words, 
we  shall  not  be  the  first  nation  in  the  world  which 
has  been  cajoled,  if  we  are  to  be  cajoM,  out  of 
our  rights  and  liberties. 

In  the  course  of  the  observations  which  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  saw  fit  to  submit  to 
the  Committee,  were  some  pathetic  eiaculations 
on  the  subject  of  the  sufferings  of  our  brethren  of 
the  West.  Sir,  our  brethren  of  the  West  have 
su£kred,  as  our  brethren  throughout  the  United 
StateS)  from  the  same  cause,  although  with  them 
the  cause  exists  in  an  aggravated  degree — from 
the  acts  of  those  to  whom  they  have  confided  the 
power  of  l^islation;  by  a  departure — and  we 
have  all  sirred  from  it — I  hope  no  sentleman 
will  understand  me  as  wishing  to  maxe  any  in- 
vidious comparisons  between  different  quarters  of 
our  country — ^by  a  departure  from  the  industry,  the 
simplicity,  the  economy,  and  the  frugality  of  our 
ancestors.  They  have  suffered  from  a  greediness 
of  gain,  that  has  grasped  at  the  shadow  while  it 
has  iost  the  substance — ^^from  habits  of  indolence, 
of  profusion,  of  extravagance — from  an  apery  of 
foreign  manners,  and  of  foreign  fashions — from 
a  miserable  attempt  at  the  shabby  genteel,  which 
otkly  serves  to  make  our  poverty  more  conspicuous. 
The  way  to  remedy  this  state  of  suffering  is  to 
return  to  those  habits  of  labor  and  industry  from 
which  we  have  thus  departed. 

But,  said  Mr.  R.,  we  have  been  asked,  if,  by 
some  convulsion  of  nature,  this  Government 
should  be  suddenly  destroyed,  and  should  pass 
away,  ^like  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision,  and 
leave  not  a  rack  behind,"  what  monument  would 
remain  of  the  benefits  derived  from  it  in  the 
West-^in  other  words,  what  have  we  done  for 
the  West?  Sir,  let  me  reverse  the  question. 
What  have  we  not  done  for  the  West  ?  Do  gen- 
tlemen want  monuments?  Unless  the  art  of 
.printing  should  be  lost,  posterity  will  find  them 
in  your  statute  books,  and  in  the  journals  of  this 
House.  They  may  find  them  in  Indian  treaties 
for  the  extinguishment  of  title  to  lands — in  erants 
of  land,  the  effects  of  which  begin  now  to  be  felt 
in  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  as  they  have 
long  been  severely  felt  in  Maryland,  Carolina, 
and  Virginia ;  they  will  find  them  in  laws  grant- 
ing every  facility  for  the  nominal  payment — and, 
he  might  also  say,  for  the  spunging,  of  the  debts 
due  this  Government,  by  purchasers  of  the  public 
lands — ^tn  the  grants,  which  cannot  be  found  in 
the  older  States,  for  the  establishment  of  schools, 
and  for  other  great  objects  of  public  concernment, 
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for  which  nothing  has  been  glren  to  the  ^States 
of  the  East.  In  a  word,  they  would  find  them  in 
the  millions  which  this  nation  has  disbursed,  and 
is  DOW  disbursing,  for  the  acquisition  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi,  and  for  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana.  If  these  be  nothing,  said  Mr.  R., 
then  indeed  we  have  done  nothing  for  the  West. 
It  is  true,  sir,  that  these  things  were  done  when 
the  names  of  more  than  one  who  now  figure  On 
this  floor,  had  not  been  heard  of  out  of  their  own 
parish.  lo  a  word,  without  speaking  this  in  any 
invidious  spirit,  without  the  remotest  intention  of 
twitting  our  Western  brethren  with  what  we  have 
done  for  them.  I  have  stated  some  of  the  benefits' 
conferred  on  tlie  West,  for  the  purpose  of  repress- 
ing the  spirit  of  discontent,  which,-  beginning  at 
home,  never  fails  to  lay  hold  upon  any  external 
object  with  which  it  meets,  as  an  excuse  for  com- 
plaining. I  will  not  add,  Mr.  Chairman — ^from 
^  Washington  to  Milledgeville — for  this  part  of  the 
countrv,  what  has  been  done  ? 

With  these  few  remarks,  continued  Mr.  R., 
permit  me  now  to  recall  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  orieinai  design  of  this  Govern- 
ment. It  grew  out  of  the  necessity,  indispensable 
and  unavoidable,  in  the  circumstances  of  this 
country,  of  some  general  power,  capable  of  regu- 
lating foreign  commerce.  Sir,  I  am  old  enough 
to  remember  the  origin  of  this  Government ;  and, 
though  I  was  too  young  to  participate  in  the 
transactions  of  that  day,  I  have  a  perfect  recollec- 
tion of  what  was  public  sentiment  on  the  subject. 
And  I  repeat,  witnout  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
the  proximate,  as  well  as  the  remote  cause  of  the 
existence  of  the  Federal  Government,  was,  the 
regulation  of  foreign  commerce.  Not  to  particu- 
larize all  the  difficulties  which  grew  out  of  the 
conflicting  laws  of  the  States,  Mr.  R.  referred  to 
but  one,  arising  from  Virginia  taxing  an  article 
which  Maryland  then  made  duty-free — and  to 
that  very  policy,  said  he,  may  be  attributed,  in  a 
great  degree,  the  rapid  growth  and  prosperity  of 
the  town  of  Baltimore.  If  the  old  Coneress  nad 
possessed  the  power  of  laying  a  duty  of  ten  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  imports,  this  ConstituUon 
would  never  have  been  called  into  existence. 

But,  we  are  told  that,  along  with  the  regulation 
of  foreign  commerce,  the  States  have  yielded  to 
the  General  Gk)vernment,  in  as  broad  terms,  the 
regulation  of  domestic  commerce — I  mean,  said 
Mr.  R.,  the  commerce  among  the  several  Stales, 
and  that  the  same  power  is  possessed  by  Congress 
over  the  one  as  over  the  other.  It  is  rather  unfor- 
tunate for  this  argument,  that,  if  it  applies  to  the 
extent  to  which  the  power  to  regulate  foreign' 
commerce  has  been  carried  by  Congress,  they 
may  prohibit  altogether  this  domestic  commerce, 
as  they  have  heretofore,  under  the  other  power, 
prohibited  foreign  commerce. 

But  why  put  extreme  cases?  This  Govern- 
ment cannot  go  on  one  day  without  a  mutual  un- 
derstanding and  deference  betwejen  the  State  and 
(General  Gk)vernments.  This  Government  is  the 
breath  of  the  nostrils  of  the  States*  Gentlemen 
may  say  what  they  please  of  the  preamble  to  the 
Constitution;  but  this  Constitution  is  not  the 


work  of  the  amalgamated  population  of  the  then 
existing  confederacy,  but  the  ofispring  of  tbe 
Stated  'f  and  however  high  we  may  carry  ou 
heads,  and  strut  and  fret  our  hour,  *' dressed  in  a 
little  brief  authority,"  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
States  to  extinguish  this  Government  at  a  blow. 
They  have  only  to  refuse  to  send  members  to  tlie 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  or  to  appoint 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  ni 
the  thing  is  done.  I  hope  eentlemen  will  ooi  mt- 
derstand  me  as  seeking  lor  reflections  of  this 
kind — bat.  like  Falstafi^s  rebellion — I  mean  Wor- 
cester's rebellion,  they  lay  in  my  way,and  I  found 
them. 

Bat,  we  are  asked,  what  if  little  Delaware  sfaoold 
erect  her  back,  or  New  Jersey,  and  should  uoder- 
take  to  stop  the  transportation  of  the  United  Stales 
mail  ?  It  would  be  something  very  like  the  at- 
tempt virtually  made  by  another  State  during  tbe 
late  war,  or  an  attempt  to  stop  the  transit  of  (be 
United  States  troops  through  the  territory  oft 
State.  And  this  brings  me  to  another  branch  of 
the  subject,  on  which,  in  my  discursive  way,  1 
mean  to  touch.  I  recollect  once  to  have  heard, 
from  a  gentleman  of  Kentucky,  the  power  to  re 
charter  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  called 
a  "  vagrant  power,''  seeking  through  the  different 
clauses  of  the  Constitution  where  to  fix  itself; 
but,  like  a  man  in  Kentucky  seeking  for  his  laad, 
found  the  ground  shingled  over  with  warrants! 
Now,  said  Mr.  R..  ^i$  vagrant  power,  (of  makiof 
roads  aOd  canals,)  after  being  whipped  from  par- 
ish to  parish,  is  at  last  seeking  a  settlement  ooder 
the  war-ma kinfp  power.  And  under  this  power 
to  make  war,  sir,  what  may  we  not  do  ?  Quar- 
ter troops  upon  you ;  burn  your  house,  sir,  or  mice; 
burn  your  own  ships  and  your  navy  yards,  that 
the  enemy  may  not  have  the  pleasure  of  doing  it 
But  woiild  any  man  contend  that,  in  timeof  peaee, 
all  the  incidents  to  the  war-making  power  take 
eflect  ?  I  have  always  understood,  said  Mr.  R-? 
that  inter  arma  silent  leges — and  a  man  might  as 
well  bring  an  action  against  the  hero  of  New  Or- 
leans— yesyisir,  the  hero  of  New  Orleans,  if  I  may 
call  him  so — by  an  action  of  trespass  quart  davr 
sum  fi^Uy  when  he  marched  down  to  the  beach, 
and  gave  the  enemy  a  foretaste  of  what  be  gare 
them  thereafter — a  man  might  as  well  do  that,  as, 
'in  time  of  peace,  sustain  the  power  of  the  same 
hero — not,  sir,  that  I  impute  the  assumption  of  it 
to  him — of  doitig  all  the  things  which  he  might 
rightfully  do  in  a  time  of  war.  When,  Mr.  R- 
said,  he  considered  this  war-making  power,  and 
the  money-raising  power,  and  suffered  himself  to 
reflect  on  the  length  to  which  they  go.  he  felt 
ready  to  acknowledge  that,  in  yieldrng  tnese,  the 
States  have  yielded  every  thing.  The  last  words 
of  Patrick  Ilenry  on  this  subject,  though  uttered 
fiye^and-twenty  years  ago.  were  now  ringing  in 
his  ears.  If  gentlemen  will  come  fairly  out,  said 
Mr.  R.,  and  tell  us,  you  have  given  us  the  power 
of  the  purse  and  of  the  sword,  and  these  two  ena- 
ble us  to  take  whatever  else  we  may  want,  we  shall 
understand  them.  Thank  God,  however,  thai  has 
not  yet  become  the  construction  of  the  Coosiita- 
tion. 
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I  am  sorry  to  sajr, — ^because  I  abould  be  the  last 
man  in  the  world  to  disturb  the  repose  of  $  ven- 
erable man,  to  whom  1  wish  a  quiet  end  of  his 
honorable  life — that  all  the  difficulties  under  which 
i^e  h^ve  labored  and  now  labor  on  tbjs  subject 
have^rown  out  of  a  fatal  admission  by  one  ofthe 
late  Presidents  of  the  United  States — an  admis- 
sion which  runs  counter  to  the  tenor  of  his  whole 
political  life,  and  is  expressly  contradicted  by  one 
of  the  most  luminous  and  able  State  papers  that 
eyer  was  written — an  admission  which  gave  a 
sanction  to  the  principle  that  this  Government 
had  the  power  to  charter  the  present  colossal  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  Sir,  said  Mr.  R..  that  act, 
and  one  other  which  J  will  not  name,  oring  for- 
cibly home  to  my  mind  a  train  of  melancholy 
reflections  on  the  miserable  state  of  our  mortal 
bein^: 

'*  In  life's  last  scenes,  what  prodigies  surprise  ! 
Fears  ofthe  brave,  and  follies  ofthe  wise. 
From  Marlborough's  eyes  the  streams  of  dotage  flow, 
And  Swift  expires  a  driv'ler  and  a  show." 

Such  is  the  state  of  the  case,  sir.  It  is  misera- 
ble to  think  of  it — and  we  have  nothing  left  to  us 
but  to  weep  over  it. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  by  my  friend  from  New 
Jersey,  over  the  way,  that  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution foresaw  the  raising  up  of  some  new  sects, 
Tirhich  were  to  construe  the  powers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment differently  from  their  intention;  and, 
therefore,  the  clause  granting  a  general  power  to 
make  ail  laws  that  might  be  necessary  and  proper 
to  carry  the  granted  powers  into  effect,  was  in- 
serted m  that  Constitution..    Yes,  said  Mr.  R., 
such  a  sect  did  arise  some  twenty  odd  years  ago— 
and,  unfortunately,  I  had  the  honor  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  that  church.    From  the  commencement  of 
the    Grovernm^nt  to  this   day,  differences  have 
arisen  between  the  two  great  parties  in  this  na- 
tion-—one  consisting  of  the  disciples  of  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton, the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  another 
party  who  helieved  that,  in  their  construction  of 
the  Constitution,  those  to  whom  thev  opposed 
themselves  exceeded  the  just  limit  of  its  legitimate 
authority — and  Mr.  R.  prayed  gentlemen  to  take 
into  their  most  serious  consideration  the  fact  that, 
on  this  very  question  of  construction,  this  sect, 
-which  the  framers  of  Hhe  Constitution  foresaw 
might  arise,  did  arise  in  their  might,  and  put 
down  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  accord- 
ing to  the  Hamiltonian  version.    But  did  we  at 
that  day  dream,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  a  new  sect 
'would  arise  after  them,  which  would  so  far  tran- 
scend Alexander  Hamilton  and  his  disciples,  as 
they  out-went  Thomas  Jefferson,  James  Madison, 
and  John  Taylor,  of  Caroline?    This  is  the  de- 
plorable fact:  such  is  now  the  actual  state  of 
things  in  this  land;  and  it  is  not  a  subject  so 
much  of  demonstration  as  it  is  self-evident — it 
speaks  to  the  senses,  so  that  every  one  may  under- 
stand it.    On  the  occasion  of  that  great  strife,  Mr. 
Jefferson,  then  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
drew,  and  sent  to  Kentucky,  to  be  moved  by  the 
eminent  and  worthy  man  who  was  afterwards  his 
Attorney   General,  those  celebrated  resolutions, 


generally  called  the  Kentucky  Reedutions,  These 
were  followed  by  another  set  of  resolutions,  which 
were  called  John  Taylor's  ResalutionSy  but  which 
we  now,  by  the  nublic  declaration  of  Mr.  Taylor, 
under  his  own  nand,  know  were  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  Madison.  These  gave  rise  to  that  very  able 
and  masterly  Report  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Court,  sustaining  the  constitutionality  of  the  Alien 
and  Sedition  laws.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  a  very  able  re- 
port— and  here  permit  me  to  say.I  have  not  heard 
a  shadow  of  an  ar^uinent  on  this  floor — and  I  do 
not  expect  to  hear  i$,  because  it  is  unsusceptible  of 
.  it — as  forcible,  as  strong,  in  support  of  the  power 
now  claimed  for  this  House,  as  is  the  argument  of 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  in  support  of  the 
Alien  and  Sedition  laws-— and  I  sav  that  if  you 
can  enact  this  bill,  you  can  re-enact  tne  Alien  and 
Sedition  lawfrrHnot,  sir,  that  I  am  at  all  afraid  of 
their  re-enactment  now — they  who  burnt  their 
fingers  with  the  Sedition  law  have  learnt  lessons 
from  experience,  and  so  have  those  who  have  bad 
their  example  before  their  eyes.  Foi*,  We  learn 
from  high  authority  here,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  representations  of  "  venal  and  hireling  press- 
es" to  the  contrary,  the  country  is  in  great  distress 
— ^by  which  we  are  to  understand  that  means 
have  been  taken  to  use  the  press  here,  like  the 
bayonet  beyond  the  water,  for  the  support  of  > 
leffUimate  authority.  No,  sir,  I  am  not  afraid  of 
the  enactment  of  the  Sedition  law ;  there  is  now 
no  occasion  to  defend  ourselves,  by  such  a  meas- 
ure, against  the  idle  bark  of  every  unnecessary 
cur  in  the  Republic.  But,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  recol- 
lected when  this  vagrant  power  was  first  detected 
by  this  new  sect,  like  an  insect  feeling  for  the  soft 
and  pulpy  parts  of  the  body  politic,  £c. 

I  remember  to  have  heard  it  said,  elsewhere, 
said  Mr.  R.,  that  "  when  gentlemen  talked  of  pre- 
cedent, they  forgot  they  were  not  in  Westminster 
Hall."  Whatever  trespass,  said  he,  I  may  be 
guilty  of  upon  the  attention  of  the  Committee, 
one  thing  I  will  promise  them,  and  will  faithfully 
perform  my  promise — I  will  dole  out  to  them  no 
political  metaphysics.  Sir,  I  unlearned  metaphys- 
ics almost  as  early  as  Fontenelle,  and  he  tells  us, 
I  think,  it  was  at  nine  years  old.  I  shall  say 
nothing  about  that  word  municipal,  I  am  almost 
as  sick  of  it  as  honest  Jack  Falstaff  was  of  "se- 
curity"— it  has  been  like  ratsbane  in  mv  mouth, 
ever  since  the  late  Ruler  of  France  took  shelter 
under  that  word,  to  pocket  our  money,  and  in- 
carcerate our  persons,  with  the  most  profound  re- 
spect for  our  neutral  rights.  I  have  done  with  the 
word  mwiicipal  ever  since  that  day.  Let  us  come 
to  the  plain,  common-sense  construction  of  the 
Constitution.  Sir,  we  live  under  a  government 
of  a  peculiar  structure,  to  which  the  doctrines  of 
the  European  writers  on  civil  polity  do  not^  apply 

attel. 


nd  when  gentlemen  get  up  and  quote  Vi 
as  applicable  to  the  powers  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  I  should  as  soon  have  expected 
them  to  quote  Aristotle  or  the  Koran.  Our  Gov- 
ernment is  not  like  the  consolidated  monarchies 
of  the  Old  World — it  is  a  solar  system,  an  impe- 
rium  in  imperio:  and,  when  the  question  is  about 
the  one  or  the  other^  what  belongs  to  the  imperium 
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and  what  to  the  inperioj  we  gain  nothing  by'  re- 
ferring to  Vattel.    He  treats  of  an  integral  gov- 
ernment, a  compact  structure — totus  teres  atque  ro- 
twidus.    But  ours  is  a  system  composed  of  two 
distinct  governments — xke  one  general  in  its  na- 
ture, the  other  internal.    Now,  sir,  a  government 
may  be  admirable  for  external,  and  yet  execrable 
for  internal  purposes.    And  when  tfate  question  of 
power  in  the  Qovemment  arises,  this  is  the  problem 
which  every  honest  man  has  to  work.    The  pow- 
ers of  €k>vemment  are  divided,  in  our  system, 
between  the  Qenenil  and  State  Governments,  ex- 
cept some  powers,  which  the  people  have  very 
wisely  retained  to  themselves.   Witn  these  excep- 
tions, all  the  power  its  divided  between  the  two 
Governments.    The  given  power  will  not  lie,  un- 
less, as  in  the  case  of  direct  taxes,  the  power  is 
specifically  given — and  even  then  the  States  have 
a  concurrent  oower.    The  question  for  every  hon- 
est man  to  asx  himself,  is,  to  which  of  these  two 
divisions  of  Grovernment  does  the  nower  in  con- 
test belon*^.    And,  said  Mr.  R.,  while  I  am  on  the 
subject  ofassumed  power,  permit  me  to  say  that, 
if  my  strength  allows  me,  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
state  some  acts  of  assumption  and  usurpation  on 
the  part  of  the  States,  as  well  as  on  the  part  of 
the  General  Government ;  not  that  I  at  all  agree 
with  the  eentleman  from  N.  York,  (Mr.  Storrb,) 
that  the  danger  of  this  Government  is  from  the 
State  governments;  nor  can  I  imitate,  while  I 
greatly  admire  the  generosity  with  which  that 
gentleman,  a  Representative  from  the  largest  State 
in  the  Union,  would  shear  her  of  her  strength — 
to  do  what?  To  preserve  this  Union?    No.    To 
reduce  her  to  a  level,  by  possibility,  with  the 
smallest  State  in  the  Union.     And  this,  sir,  re- 
minds me  of  one  other  of  the  nothings  we  have 
done  for  the  Western  country.    We  have,  among 
other  nothings,  given  them,  in  case  of  an  election 
of  President  coming  into  this  House,  nine  votes  out 
of  twenty-four.    We  have  erected  them,  as  soon  as 
their  numbers  would  render  it  possible,  under  the 
law.  into  independent  States,  and  thus  given  them, 
in  tne  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  a  voice  to 
weigh  down  the  voice,  or  counterpoise  it,  of  New 
York  or  Pennsylvania.     These  are  among  the 
nothings  we  have  done  for  them.    This,  then,  is 
the  problem  we  have  to  settle :  does  this  power  of 
internal  improvement  belong  to  the  General  or  to 
the  State  Governments,  or  is  it  a  concurrent  pow- 
er ?    Gentlemen  say  we  hAve  power,  by  the  Con- 
stitution, to  establish  post  roads,  and,  having  es- 
tablished post  roads,  we  should  be  much  obliged 
to  you  to  allow  us.  therefore,  the  power  to  con- 
struct the  roads  ana  canals  into  the  oarffain.    If  I 
had  the  physical  strength,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  could 
easily  demonstrate  to  the  Committee  that,  sup- 
posing the  power  to  exist  on  our  part — of  all  the 
powers  that  can  be  exercised  by  this  House,  there 
IS  no  power  that  would  be  more  susceptible  of 
abuse  than  this  very  power.    Figure  to  yourself, 
said  he,  a  committee  of  this  House  determining  on 
some  road,  and  giving  out  the  contracts  to  the 
members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  or  to  their 
friends,  dec.    Sir,  if  I  had  strength  I  could  show 
to  this  Committee  that  the  Asiatic  plunder  of 


Leaden  hall  street  has  not  been  moreeormptii^te 
the  British  Government  than  the  exercise  of  sod 
a  power  as  this  would  prove  to  ns. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Stosss. 
says,  that  Congress  possesses  the  power  to  coi: 
money,  and  asks  if  that  does  not  involve  a  jons 
diction  over  the  whole  subject  of  money  ?  It  te 
sir;  and  yet  I  would,  by-the4»y,  correct  oae  tut- 
take  into  which  that  gentleman  alone  has  dp. 
fallen.  In  what  does  tint  power  consist?  Is  de- 
signating the  metal,  determming  the  rate  of  allof.; 
fixing  t£e  weight,  directing  the  impress,  and  i- 
daring  the  value  of  the  coin — not  in  the  medii&- 
ieal  act  of  coining.  And  if  all  our  coin  vat; 
struck  by  Watt  db  Bolton,  at  Bifmingham,  ik 
coinage  would  be  as  much  an  act  of  sovereigtn 
if  it  had  due  weight,  and  the  proper  assay,  kcv 
if  it  were  coined  at  the  Mint  in  Philadelphia.  6i 
sir,  under  this  power  what  have  we  done?  1^ 
have  erected  a  bank,  which  will  not  redeem  's 
notes  of  its  branches,  and  the  States  are  del 
with  spurious  bank  paper,  while,  with  this 
currency  throughout  the  land,  debtors  are  bo 
to  pay  in  specie.  Sir,  the  bank  note  taUe  ic  > 
York,  in  which  they  do  not  deig^n  to  nam^ 
banks  of  Kentucky,  is  a  politico-economical  cm 
osity;  and.  instead  of  one  currency  of  iioifc? 
value,  we  nave  a  thousand  different  Kinds  of 
money,  by  ringing  the  changes  upon  whicb 
hear  the  profits  which  brokers,  and  sharers, 
stock  jobbers  levy  on  the  honest  industry  ef 
nation.  I  said,  continued  Mr.  R.,  that  this  G^ 
erament,  if  put  to  the  test — a  test  it  is  by  no  is^ 
calculated  to  endure — as  a  Government  for  4 
management  of  the  internal  concerns  of  this  cca 
trV)  is  one  of  the  worst  that  can  be  conceive 
which  is  determined  by  the  fact,  that  it  is  a  Crd 
emment  not  having  a  party  feeling  and  cotmsd 
interest  with  the  governed.  I  know,  said  be.  ta 
we  are  told — and  it  is  the  first  time  that  the  dd 
trine  has  been  openly  avowed — that,  opon  xh^n 
sponsibility  of  this  House  to  the  people,  by  Tcm 
of  the  elective  franchise,  depends  all  the  serjrs 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  agaio^i  i 
abuse  ot  the  powers  of  this  Grovernment.  Bi 
sir,  how  shall  a  man  from  Mackinaw,  or  the  u 
low  Stone  river,  respond  to  the  sentiments  of  i 
people  who  live  in  New  Hampshire  1  It  isi 
great  a  mockery — a  greater  mocxery  than  it  «i 
to  talk  to  these  (Colonies  about  their  virtual  repr 
sentation  in  the  British  Parliament.  I  have' i 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  liberties  of  the  C(k 
nies  were  safer  m  the  custody  of  the  British  Ps 
liament  than  they  will  be  in  any  portion  of  tt 
coni»try,  if  all  the  powers  of  the  States,  as  welli 
those  of  the  General  Government,  are  deTolved  s 
this  House;  and  in  this  opinion  I  am  borne  c6 
and  more  than  boirne  out,  by  the  authority  of  P^ 
rick  Henry  himself. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  5<^ 
others  who  have  spoken  on  this  cccasioo.  ^1 
What!  shall  we  be  startled  by  a  shadow?  Sd 
we  recoil  from  taking  a  power  clearly  withis^ 
(what?) — our  reach?  Snail  we  not  clutch  li 
sceptre — the  air^jlrawn  sceptre,  that  invites  o^ 
hand,  because  of  the  fears  and  alarms  of  tbefc^ 
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•man  from  Virginia  ?  Sir,  if  I  caimot  give  rea- 
D  to  the  Committee,  they  shall  at  least  have 
tbority.  Thomas  Jefferson,  then  in  the  vigor  of 
i  intellect,  was  one  of  the  persons  who  denied 
t  existence  of  such  powers.  James  Madison  was 
other.  He,  in  that  masterly  and  anri vailed,  re* 
rt  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  which  is  wor- 
f  to  be  the  text^book  of  every  American  states- 
ID,  has  settled  this  niiestioB.  For  me  to  attempt 
add  any  thing  to  the  arguments  of  that  paper, 
»uld  be  to  attempt  to  gild  refined  gold — to  paint 
>  JiJyr — to  throw  a  perfume  on  the  violet — to 
ooth  the  ice,  or  add  another  hue  unto  the  rain- 
v^in  every  aspect  of  it,  wasteful  and  ridicaloos 
^ess.  Neither  will  I  hold  Up  my  farthing  rusfa- 
bt  to  the  blaze  of  that  meridian  sun.  But,  sir. 
annot  but  deplore,  and  to  my  dyinff  day  I  shall 
}Iore-.my  heart  aches  when  I  think  of  it-^that 
!  hand  which  erected  that  monnment  of  politi- 
wisdom,  should  have'  signed  the  act  to  mcor- 
ate  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
t  was  not  a  matler  of  conjecture,  merely,  Mr. 
said,  but  of  fact — of  notoriety,  that  there  does 
St  on  this  subject  an  honest  difference  of  optn- 
among enlightened  men ;  that  not  one  or  two, 
many  Slates  in  the  Union  see  with  great  con- 
1  and  alarm  the  encroachikients  of  tli^  General 
rernment  on  their  authority.  They  feel  that 
f  have  given  up  the  power  of  the  purse  and 
sword,  and  enabled  men,  with  the  purse  in 
hand  and  the  sword  in  the  other,  to  rifie  them 
lU  that  they  hold  dear.  Among  the  reveries 
ihat  strange'  and  most  extraordinary  man.  the 
ruler  of  France,  white  he  was  dying,  incii  by 
h,  among  the  rats  of  St.  Helena,  he  expressed 
thought,  that,  if  instead  of  Elba,  he  had  chosen 
rsica  as  the  place  of  his  retreat,  when  he  was 
ren  by  the  Allies  oat  of  France,  he  wooid  have 
D  enabled,  from  the  iH'avery  and  devotion  of 
people,  and  the  mountainous  passes  of  the 
Dtry,  d:c.,  to  kold  it  against  the  combined  Pow- 
of  JSurope — a^  if  a  man  who  could  not  keep 
oee,  could  keep  any  thing  else.  And  we  too, 
now  begin  to  pereeive  wnat  we  have  surren- 
!d—that,  having  given  up  the  power  of  the 
ie  and  the  sword,  every  thing  else  is  at  the 
cy  and  forbearanoe  of  the  General  Gk>vem- 
It.  We  did  believe  there  were  someparch- 
it  barriers — no  I  what  is  worth  all  the  parch- 
It  barriers  in  the  world — ^that  there  was,  in  the 
ors  of  the  States,  some  counterpoise  to  the 
'er  of  this  body  ;  but,  if  this  bill  passes,  we  can 
(ve  so  no  longer. 

have  mentioned  Bonaparte-^and,  perhaps  his- 
cannot  afibrd  another  example  ofsueh  a  rise, 
of  such  a  fall.  We  see  him  giving  law  in 
Kremlin,  in  the  ancient  palaee  of  the  Musco- 
Czars-^in  three  years  we  see  him  in  the  isl- 
of  St  Helena,  enduring — I  will  not  say  what 
h  that  example  of  humiliation  before  me,  it 
sme  nothing  to  endure  the  triumph  of  the 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemphill,) 
» tells  us  that  a  new  era  is  approaching — (not 
era  of  good  feeling,  I  am  amid,  for  tnat  has 
e  already,) — ia  which  all  Presidential  squeam- 
ess  is  to  be  at  an  end^-when  this  Qovenuoent 


shall  enter  on  a  new  course,  and  we  are  to  take  a 
new. latitude  and  departure.  With  this  example 
before  me,  I  must  recall  the  recollection  of  three- 
and'twenty  years  ago,  when  that  gentleman,  who 
is  the  father  of  the  present  bill,  was  upholding,  or, 
rather,  endeavoring  to  uphold,  the  wreck  and  rem- 
nant of  that  system  of  policy  which  its  triumph-, 
ant  adversaries  had  cloven  down.  I  remember 
his  exertions  in  regard  to  what  has  been  called 
the  Midnisht  Judiciary.  Sir,  at  that  time,  I 
stood,  in  relation  to  this  House,  and  to  that  ffen- 
tieman,  in  a  station  very  different  from  that  which 
I  now  sustain,  or  ever  expect— or,  if  I  know  my- 
self, would  ever  wish,  to  occupy  again.  If  that 
era  arrives,  to  which  the  hopes,  and  wishes  of  the 
gentleman  seem  to  aspire,  it  is  a  pity  we  have  not 
some  Dryden  to  celebrate  its  advent.  Another 
Astr€Ba  rwhix  will  be  hailed — and  we  shall  once 
more  listen  to  the  strain, 


<( 


Jam  redit  et  Virgo,  redennt  Satumia  Regna." 


Sir,  if  this  bill  passes,  we  shall  not  onljr  have 
a  midnight,  but  a  day-light,  and  star-lifht,  judici- 
ary bill.  You  will  have  what  one  of-— fwas  eoing 
to  say,  (I  must  not  call  him  so,  b6t  I  will — I  know 
not  what  else  to  call  him,)  the  most  violent  Fed- 
eralist I  ever  heard,  once  said,  we  ought  to  have 
-^federal  justices  of  thetwace.  For,  you  are  told, 
that  all  the  power  that  is  claimed  tor  Congress 
over  roads,  isa  conservative  power — that  if  rob- 
beries, (except  of  the  mail,)  or  murders,  are  com- 
mitted, or  contracts  are  made  on  a  road  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  they  will  fall  under  the  cog- 
nizance, and  jurisdiction,  of  the  State  government. 
Sir,  I  am  no  lawyer ;  but  this  is  the  first  time 
that  I  ever  heard,  that  the  effects  of  contracts  was  - 
limited  to  the  place  of  signature.  I  always  have 
heard  that  they  were,  in  their  nature,  transitive. 
But,  sir,  suppose  the  power  to  be  conservative  only 
— and  suppose  some  breach  is  made  in  the  road, 
or  any  otaer  injury  done  to  it,  are  you  not  to  pun- 
ish that  injury  ?  And,  if  any  thing  of  a  trespass 
is  committed  on  this  road,  are  yon  to  haul  a  man 
all  the  way  from  the  extreme  verge  of  the  largest 
States  in  the  Union — ^for  he  must  be  tried  in  the 
Federal  court,  and  not  in  a  court  of  the  State- 
to  answer  for  having  thrown  a  pebble  in  the  road  1 
and  then,  if  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  the 
court,  is  he  to  be  left  to  the  remedy  of  coming 
here,  to  the  Supreme  Court,  for  his  appeal  ? 

Bat,  sir,  it  is  said  we  have  a  right  to  establish 
post  offices  and  post  roads,  and  we  have  a  right 
to  regulate  commerce  between  the  several  States; 
and  it  is  argued  (hat  "  to  regulate  "  commerce^  is 
to  prescribe  the  way  in  which  it  shall  be  carried 
on — which  gives,  by  a  liberal  construction,  the 
power  to  coMtruct  the  way,  that  is,  the  roads  and 
canals  on  which  it  is  to  be  carried !  Sir,  since 
the  days  of  that  unfortunate  man,  of  the  German 
coast,  whose  name  was  originally  Fyerstein,  An- 
glicised to  Firestone,  but  got,  by  translation,  from 
that  to  Flint,  from  Flint  to  Pierre-a-Fusil,  and 
from  Pierre-a-Fusil  to  Peter  Gun— never  was 
ereater  violence  done  to  English  language,  than 
by  the  construction,  that,  under  the  power  to  pre- 
scribe the  way  in  which  commerce  shall  be  car- 
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ried  on,  we  have  tbe  right  to  constract  the  way 
on  which  it  i$  to  be  carried.  Are  gentlemen 
aware  of  the  colossal  power  they  are  giving  to  the 
General  Government?  Sir,  I  am  afraid,  that  that 
ingenious  gentleman,  Mr.  McAdam,  will  have  to 
give  up  his  title  to  the  distinction  of  tbe  Cohssus  of 
Moadsj  and  surrender  it. to  some  gentlemen  of  this 
Committee,  if  they  succeed  in  their  efforts  on  this 
occasion.  If,  indeed,  we  nave  the  power  which 
is  contended  for  by  gentlemen  under  that  clause  of 
.the  Constitution  which  relates  to  the  regulation  of 
commerce  among  the  several  States,  we  may,  under 
the  same  power, prohHyU,  altogether,  the  commerce 
between  the  States,  or  any  portion  of  the  States— or 
we  may  declare  that  it  shall  be  carried  on  only  it  a 
particular  way.  by  a  particular  road,  or  through  a 
particular  canal ;  or  we  may  say  to  the  people  of 
a  particular  district,  you  shall  only  carry  your 
produce  to  market  through  our  canals,  or  over  our 
roads,  and  then,  by  tolls,  imposed  upon  rhem,  we 
may  acquire  power  to  extend  the  same  blessmgs 
and  privileges  to  other  districts  of  the  country. 
Nay,  we  may  go  further.  We  may  take  it  into 
our  heads— -Have  we  not  the  power  to  provide 
and  maintain  a  nAvy  ?  What  is  more  necessary 
to  a  navy  than  seamen  ?  And  the  great  nursery 
of  our  seamen  is  (besides  fisheries)  the  coasting 
trade — we  may  take  it  into  our  heads,  that  those 
monstrous  lumbering  wagons  that  now  traverse 
the  country  between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg, 
stand  in  the  way  of  the  raising  of  seamen,  and 
may  declare  that  no  communication  shall  be  held 
between  these  points  but  coastwise ;  we  may  spe- 
cify some  particular  article  in  which  alone  trade 
shall  be  carried  on.  And,  sir,  if,  contrary  to  all 
expectation,  the  ascendency  of  Yirginiai  in  the 
General  Government,  should  again  be  established, 
it  may  be  declare^  that  coal  shall  be  carried  in  no 
other  way  than  coastwise,  &c.  Sir,  there  is  no 
end  to  the  purposes  that  may  be  effected  under 
such  constructions  of  power.  I  here  beg  of  gen- 
tlemen to  recollect — I  particularly  call  upon  the 
very  few  members  of  this  House,  who  happea  to 
be  interested  in  the  navigation  of  the  river  on 
which  I  reside,  (the  Roanoke,)  to  say,  whether, 
after  we  have,  with  many  efforU  and  a  great  ex- 
pense, with  the  loss  of  at  least  half  of  our  capiul, 
effected  the  navigation  of  that  river^  it  would  be 
competent  to  this  Government  to  seize  upon  our 
feeders,  to  assume  jurisdiction  of  Lake  Drummond, 
dec,  and,  for  the  accomplishment  of  some  wild 
schenie — not'  more  preposterous  and  ridiculous 
than  some  others  I  could  name^rain  the  waters 
of  that  lake  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  abolish 
our  canal.  If  we  should  chance  to  encounter  the 
displeasure  of  the  Government,  under  these  con- 
structions of  power,  they  may  say  to  every  wligoner 
in  North  Carolina,  you  shall  not  carry  on  any 
commerce  across  the  Virginia  line,  in  wagons  or 
carts,  because  I  have  some  other  object  to  answer, 
by  a  suppression  of  that  trade.  Are  gentlemen  pre- 
pared for  this  ? 

There  is  one  other  power,  said  Mr.  R.,  which 
may  be  exercised,  in  case  the  power  now  contended 
for  be  conceded,  to  which  I  ask  the  attention  of 
every  gentleman  who  happens  to  stand  in  the 


same  unfortunate  predicament  with  myself-^f 
every  man  who  has  the  misfortune  to  be,  and  to  brc 
been  born,  a  slaveholder.    If  Congress  pc^sesas 
the  power  to  do  what  is  proposed  by  this  mil,  they 
may  not  only  enact  a  sedition  law— for  there  is 
precedent — but  they  may  emancipate  every  sUre 
in  the  United  States — and  with  stronger  color  of 
reason  than  they  can  exercise  the  power  dow  cos- 
tended  for.    And  where  will  they  find  the  pover ; 
They  may  follow  the  example  of  the  geBileoKE 
who  have  preceded  me,  and  hook  the  power  upci 
the  first  loop  they  find  in  the  Constitution;  thff 
might  take  the  preamble — ^perhaps  the  wir  mak- 
ing power — or  they  mieht  take  a  greater  sweet. 
and  say,  with  some  gentlemen,  that  it  is  not  lo  \< 
found  in  this  or  that  of  the  ^nted  powers,  bg 
results  from  all  of  them — which  is  not  oolri 
dangerous,  but  tke  most  dangerous  doctrine.  We 
it  not  demonstrable,  Mr.  R.  asked,  that  slave  hbct 
is  the  dearest  in  the  world — and  that  the  existeso 
of  a  large  body  of  slaves  is  a  source  of  danger! 
Suppose  we  are  at  war  with  a  foreign  Power,  ati 
freedom  should  be  offered  them  by  Congress  as  a 
inducement  to  them  to  take  a  part  in  it— orsof- 
pose  the  country  not  at  war,  at  every  turn  of  tk 
federal  machine,  at  every  successive  census,  (an 
interest  will  find  itself  governed  by  another  loi 
increasing  power,  which  is  bound  to  it  neither!? 
any  common  tie  of  interest  or  feeling.    And,  \M 
the  time  shall  arrive,  as  assuredly  it  has  vtnd 
elsewhere,  and,  in  all  probability,  may  arrive  ik3, 
that  a  coalition  of  knavery  and  fanaticism  ih' 
for  any  purpose,  be  jB^t  op  on  this  floor,  1  askga* 
tlemen,  who  stand  in  the  same  predicameot  vE 
do,  to  look  well  to  what  they  are  oow  doing— to  tk 
colossal  power  with  which  they  are  now  snoac 
this  Government.    The  power  to  do  what  I M 
to  is,  I  aTet,  more  honestly  inferrible  from  the  wc^ 
making  power,  than  the  power  we  are  now  abd 
to  exercise.    Let  them  look  forward  to  the  tm 
when  such  a  question  shall  arise,  and  tremble  vii 
me  at  the  thought  that  that  question  is  to  be  dr 
cided  by  a  majority  of  tbe  votes  of  this  House. « 
whom  not  one  possesses  the  slightest  tie  of  cist 
mon  intererest  or  of  common  feeling  with  05. 

When,  on  a  late  occasion,  it  was  propoK<ia 
this  House  to  give  a  grant  of  some  ninety  pouc4 
lawful  money,  to  rock  the  cradle  of  decllDiogafi 
to  smooth  the  pillow  of  an  ancient  gentlewootfi 
the  mother  of  a  race  of  heroes — a  race  to  wt^a 
some  of  us  seem  to  have  m  constitutional  asd  is- 
stinctive  antipathy — we  have  been  met  with  a  err 
of  danger  to  the  'Constitution  !  of  daoger  to  tbe 
liberties  of  the  country !  But,  when  it  is  proposes 
to  draw  the  last  shilling  from  tbe  pockets  of  hoiie^^ 
industry,  to  be  laid  out,  as  from  the  very  nature  & 
the  thing  it  must  be  laid  out  in  jobs,  and  contraes. 
and  corruption — and  if  you  will  trace  the  esee^ 
tion  of  all  your  projects — the  Rip  Rap,  or  q^ 
you  will  find  the  process  is  the  same  ia  all—fv' 
are  told  that  in  making  roads  and  digging  easa!^ 
and  spending  millions  upon  them,  yoa  are  p*^ 
motiog  the  honor,  and  interest,  and  grandeor^ 
the  country  I  And  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  (fv 
that  the  Sutes,  which  are  all  clapioroiis,  burdee- 
ing  your  table  with  daily  petitions,  id  get  roB  ^ 
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xtend  your  post  roates  through  all  the  States  and 
Territories,  should  undertake  to  stop  the  passage 
f  the  United  States  mail !  Why,  sir,  if  we  sup- 
lose  a  case  like  this,  we  may  suppose  a  universal 
iiadoess  seizing  on  the  whole  population  of  the 
ountry,  and  argue  from  that  ^opposition.  , 
And  this  brings  me,  said  Mr.  K.,  to  notice  an 
idmission,  as  it  has  been  called,  of  my  worthy 
:oUeague,of  the  power  of  altering  post  roads,  after 
hey  are  established.  I  cannot  understand  tnisas 
rentlemen  appear  to  do,  and  I  know  that  my  col- 
eague  is  not  correctly  so  understood.  Sir,  m  the 
State,  one  of  whose  representatives  I  am,  I  don't 
cDow  a  single  post  route  that  has  not  been  changed 
from  what  it  was  when  established  as  a  post  road 
!)y  the  statute.  Why,  sir,  you  will  not,  at  this 
moment,  on  the  mail  route  from  the  capital  of  the 
United  States  to  the  capital  of  Virgmia,  travel 
for  the  first  twenty  miles  on  a  single  inch  of  the 
road  as  it  existed  when  that  mail  route  was  first 
established.  What  follows  from  the  doctrine  of 
geotiemen  on  this  subject?  Why,  that  if  Vir- 
ginia should  do  what  she  ought  to  do — make  a 
good  road  between  the  two  points  referred  to— 
the  mail  is  yet  to  continue  to  go,  as  now,  plung- 
ing through  the  worse  than  Serbonian  bogs,  }^ 
tween  the  Neabsco  and  Chapawamsic,  and  we 
shall  do  it,  because  it  is  treason — ^not  by  the  Con- 
stiiutioQ  of  the  United  States,  to  be  sure,  but 
about  as  pretty  a  case  of  constructive  treason,  as 
a  latitudinarian  judffe  could  desire  to  see  on  a 
Summer's  day,  to  alter  a  post  road.  From  the 
doctrines  now  advanced  on  this  floor^  it  follows, 
that  every  mile  that  a  post  route  is  changed^  whe- 
ther for  the  better  or  worse,  the  powers  of  Grov- 
ernment  are  impugned;  and  (ntUlum  Umpuspccurrit 
Tegi)  we  do  not  know  what  a  mass  of  criminality 
inay  not  have  been  incurred)  and  very  innocently 
incurred,  because  never,  till  now,  had  our  people 
i  preceptor  learned  enough  to  instruct  them  in 
the  true  meaning  of  the  word  ^'  establish." 

After  a  short  pause,  Mr.  R.  said,  it  was  to  him 
A  matter  of  painful  reflection  how  utterly  inade- 
quate he  felt  himself  to  say  what  he  intended  to 
have  said,  and  still  more  as  he  intended  to  say  it. 
But,  before  I  sit  down,  said  Mr.  R.,  permit  me  to 
put  it  to  the  candor  even  of  those  members  of  this 
House  who  differ  from  me  respecting  the  consti* 
tutionality  of  the  power  now  claimeci,  to  say  what 
there  is  iu  the  state  of  this  nation,  at  this  particu- 
Iv  kncture,  that  calls  for  the  immediate  exercise 
of  tnis  power,  supposing  it  to  be  possessed. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Delaware  tells 
^  We  have  power  to  purchase  stock,  and  thus 
promoie  objects  of  internal  improvement,  where 
"}ey  are  commenced  by  the  States  or  by  indi- 
vidual enterprise.  Sir,  if  we  have  money  to 
spare,  let  me  advise  the  gentleman,  who  is  chair- 
^n  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to 
•^gm  with  buyinff  our  own  stock.  We  can  do 
JothJDg  better  with  our  money  than  buy  our  own 
Jl^Dds.  I  \xfkye  known  many  speculators  leave 
Jjejr  own  debts  unpaid  to  purchase  the  property 
w  others ;  but  I  never  knew  one  of  them  to  come 
i?Sood.  Let  us  discharge  our  war  debt,  and  no 
longer  put  off  the  payment  of  it  by  shuffling  eva- 


sions^ under  pretence  of  a  change  of  stock.  Indi- 
viduals, not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country,  and 
some  of  the  great  States,  too,  also  entertain  serious 
doubts  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  this  bill. 
I  should  wish,  in  the  course  of  future  discussion, 
that  some  gentleman  would  show  the  urgency  of 
the  occasion  to  make  the  plunge  at  this  moment. 
Are  there  not  already  causes  enough  of  jealousy 
and  discord  existing  anoong  us  *?  Is  this  the  most 
auspicious  time  to  set  up  a  new  construction  of 
the  Constitution?  Is  this  the  most  auspicious 
time  for  the  exercise  of  the  assumption  of  a  power 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  with  his 
usual  perspicacity,  so  clearly  sees  we  possess,  but 
which  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  James  Madison, 
and  others  of  at  least  equal  authority  with  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  as  clearly  see  we  do 
not  possess  ?  Is  this  a  time  to  increase  those  jea- 
lousies between  different  quarters  of  the  country 
already  sufi&ciently  apparent  ? 

I  intended,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  have  managed  this 
subject  in  a  different  manner ;  but  the  exhaustion 
of  both  bodily  and  menuil  powers  calls  on  me  to 
do  what  I  ought  to  have  done  long  ago — to  draw 
these  remarks  to  a  close.  But  it  is  too  late  in  the 
day  for  me  to  speak  for  reputation.  Whatever  is 
to  be  the  fate  of  this  bill — whether  this  splendid 
proiect  shall  or  shall  not  go  into  operation  now, 
or  oe  reserved  for  the  new  reign,  the  approach  of. 
which  is  hailed  with  so  much  pleasure,  my  place 
must  be  either  in  the  obscurity  of  private  life,  or  • 
in  theHhankless  and  profitless  employment  of  at- 
tempting to  uphold  the  rights  of  the  States,  and 
of  the  people,  so  long  as  I  can  stand — more  espe- 
cialljr  the  riffhts  of  my  native  State,  the  land  of 
my  sires,  which,  although  I  be  amons  the  least 
worthy  or  least  favored  of  her  sons,  and  although 
she  may  allot  to  me  a  step-son's  portion — I  will 
uphold,  so  long  as  I  live. 

Let  us,  then,  I  repeat,  Mr.  Chairman,  pay  our 
debts,  personal  and  public ;  let  us  leave  the  profiu 
of  labor  in  the  pockets  of  the  people,  to  rid  them 
of  that  private  embarrassment  under  which  they 
so  extensively  sufler,  and  apply  every  shilling  of 
the  revenue,  not  indispensable  to  the  exigencies  ot 
the  Government,  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  the 
public  debt,  before  we  engage  in  any  new  schemes 
of  lavish  expenditure.  Sir,  we  have  already  paid 
more  interest  on  the  three  per  cent,  stock,  than 
the  amount  of  the  whole  principal  of  that  debt  at. 
nominal  par. 

Shouldf  this  bill  pass,  one  more  measure  only  re- 
quires to  be  consummated ;  and  then  we,  who  be- 
long to  that  unfortunate  portion  of  this  Confede- 
racy which  is  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  and 
east  of  the  Alleghany  mountains,  have  to  make  up 
our  mind  to  perish  like  so  many  mice  in  a  receiver 
of  mephitic  eas.  under  the  experiments  of  a  set  of 
new  political  chemists ;  or  we  must  resort  to  the 
measures  which  we  first  opposed  to  British  aggres- 
sions and  usurpations — to  maintain  that  independ- 
ence which  the  valor  of  our  fathers  acquired,  but 
which  is  every  day  sliding  from  under  our  feet. 
I  beseech  all  those  gentlemen  who  come  from  that 
portion  of  the  Union  to  take  into  serious  consid- 
eration, whether  they  are  not,  by  the  passage  of 
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this  bill,  precipitately,  at  least  without  urgent  oe^ 
casiion,  now  arming  the  General  Grov eminent 
with  powers  hitherto  unknown — under  which  we 
shall  become,  what  the  miserable  proprietors  of 
Jamaica  and  Barbadoes  are  to  their  English 
mortgagees,  mere  stewards — sentinels-— managers 
of  slave  laoor — we  ourselves  retaining,  on  a  foot- 
ing with  the  slave  of  the  West  Indies,  just  enough 
of  the  product  of  onr  estates  to  support  life,  while 
all  the  profits  go  with  the  course  of  the  Gulf 
stream.  Sir,  this  is  a  state  of  things  that  cannot 
last.  If  it  «hall  continue  with  accumulated  pres- 
sure, we  must  oppose  to  it  associations,  and  evenr 
other  means  short  of  actual  insurrection.  We 
must  begin  to  construe  the  Constitution  like  those 
who  treat  it  as  a  bill  of  indictment,  in  which  they 
are  anxious  to  pick  a  flaw — we  shall  keep  on  the 
windward  side  of  treason — but  we  must  combine 
to  resist,  and  that  effectually,  these  encroach- 
ments, or  the  little  upon  which  we  now  barely 
subsist  will  be  taken  from  us.  With  these  obser- 
vations, Mr.  R.  abandoned  the  question  to  its 
fate. 

When  Mr.  Randolph  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Clat  rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph.  It 
had  certainly,  he  said,  been  far  from  his  intention 
again  to  trouble  the  Committee  on  the  present 
subject.  He  felt  restrained,  not  only  by  a  con- 
sideration of  the  time  that  had  already  been  spent 
upon  it,  but  also  by  the  state  of  his  own  health ; 
but  allusions  so  frequent,  and  of  such  a  marked 
character,  had  been  made  to  him,  (especially  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  taken  his 
seat,)' that  he  trusted  it  would  not  be  deemed  a 
trespass  on  the  Committee  if  he  should  briefly 
notice  some  of  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Viivinia,  (Mr.  Archer,) 
for  the  general  character  of  whose  discutoion  he 
felt  the  highest  respect,  and  whose  intelligent 
mind  never  led  him  to  say  what  was  not,  at  least, 
worthy  of  serious  consideration,  had  observed,  in 
the  course  of  his  speech,  (which  I  regret  that  I 
heard  only  in  part,)  that  he  was  quite  sure  I  would 
concede  that,  in  ascertaining  what  were  lawful 
means  to  be  taken  for  carrying  into  effect  either 
of  the  granted  powers  in  the  CTonstitution,  a  con- 
gtnity  would  be  required  in  such  means  with  the 
power  to  be  executed.  To  this  I  then  nodded  as- 
sent; and  I  now  repeat  the  expression  of  my  con- 
ctirrence.  But  I  submit  it  to  the  Committee  to 
say,  whether  there  is  any  discrepancy  between 
roads  and  canals  as  a  means,  and  the  transporta- 
tion of  troops  and  munitions  of  war  as  an  end ; 
between  good  roads  as  a  means,  and  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  mail  as  an  end  ;  between  roads  and 
canals  as  a  means,  and  the  regulating  and  facili- 
tating of  internal  commerce  as  an  end. 

Another  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Btk- 
VEN80N,)  whose  speech  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  throughout,  alluded  to  a  speech  of  mine, 
delivered  on  a  former  occasion,  and  which  con- 
tained, as  he  contended,  sentiments  in  opposition 
to  those  expressed  by  me  in  the  present  debate. 
Although  I  think  it  somewhat  unfair  to  travel  out 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  House  in  search  of  argu- 
ments advanced  on  a  different  occasion  and  in 


another  body,  yet,  whatever  others  may  say,  I,  for 
one,  have  never  felt  the  slightest  diflkolty  i&  owi- 
ing  any  and  every  part  of  the  course  I  hare  por- 
sued,  and  in  avowing  the  motives  by  which  I  kre 
been  actuated.    It  is  true  that  I  was  opposed  to 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  old  Bankofibe 
United  States.    My  opimition  to  it  aro%  from 
various  motives,  involving  not  merely  the  Cca- 
stitutional  question,  but  the  expediency  of  the 
measure.    I  admit  that  I  did  not,  at  that  time,  be- 
lieve that  Confess  could,  constitutionally,  gnst 
the  incorporation.    But,  on  another  occa&ioD,if- 
ter  much  experience  had,  in  a  state  of  war  and  ia 
the  most  perilous  times,  of  the  urgent  necessity  d 
such  an  institution,  I  did,  on  farther  consideratios. 
change  my  opinion,  and,  in  having  done  so,  I 
stand  in  company  with  some  of  the  best,  m 
wisest,  and  the  purest  men  of  onr  country,  id 
especially  with  that  man  who  most  deserves  lb: 
gratitude  of  this  country  for  the  establishment  c: 
this  Government — I  mean  the  late  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  the  United  States,  and  with  one  not  its 
honest,  though  less  distinguished,  the  preseot  Gct 
ernor  of  Virginia.    The  conviction  was  for^i 
upon  us  by  necessity  and  the  lishts  of  experiecff. 
But,  while  I  acknowledge  this,  Imust,  at  the  s&is! 
time,  be  permitted  to  say,  that  I  think  the  geotte- 
man  who  urged  this,  has  utterly  failed  of  esut- 
lishing  the  slightest  contradiction  between  the 
principles  I  then  held  and  those  on  which  I  a^ 
vocate  the  present  bill.    His  failure  is  mo^t  «'|> 
nal.    He  first  assumes  it  for  granted,  that  if  Cos- 
^ress  does  not  possess  the  power  of  incorporatioi. 
It  has  no  power  to  make  internal  improvemefits; 
and  then  he  urges  my  objections  against  thefcrs- 
er  power  to  disprove  the  existence  of  the  latt& 
Bat  I  am  sure  that,  to  do  away  this  assumpuc^ 
I  may  appeal  not  onlv  to  his  own  candor,  (for  I 
never  admitted  what  ne  assumes,}  but  to  the  a- 
ample  of  his  own  State,  which  has,  at  this  my 
ment,  a  Board  of  Internal  Improvements,  sut- 
tioned  and  aided  by  the  State  Legislature,  and  ,r« 
not  incorporated ;  and  to  the  example  of  this  Got- 
emment,  which  made  the  Cumberland  road  vi'i- 
out  granting  any  act  of  incorporation  to  effect  it. 
So  that,  even  granting  him  the  fall  benefit  of  t^ 
opinion  I  formerly  held  and  expressed  in  the  Sis- 
ate,  and  which  he  now  quotes  against  me,  it  docs 
not  advance  him  one  step  in  his  argument. 

A  member  on  my  right  (Mr.  Randolph)  bts 
done  me  honor  to  notice  an  argument  I  hrwi^^ 
forward  some  eight  or  ten  days  ago,  and  altfaoaf* 
he  set  out  with  declaring  that  he  should  treat  it 
with  more  respect  than  I  had  treated  that  of  ib^ 
Chief  Magistrate,  I  think  I  maf  appeal  to  ^ 
Committee  to  dteide  whether  he  has  redecmt^ 
his  pledge.  Sir,  I  am  growing  old.  I  have  bti 
some  little  measure  of  experience  in  public  li^^ 
and  the  result  of  that  experience  has  broa^bt  o^ 
to  this  conclusion,  that,  when  business  ofwiat- 
ever  nature,  is  to  be  transacted  in  a  deliberatitt 
assembly,  or  in  private  life,  courtesy,  forbearaa?<^ 
and  moderation,  are  best  calculated  to  briog  it  to 
a  successful  conclusion.  Sir,  my  age  admoni^^ 
me  to  abstain  from  involving  myseff  in  persoeil 
difficulties ;  would  to  God  that  I  could  say  I  «& 
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also  restrained  by  higher  motives.  I  oertainly 
never  sought  any  collision  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  My  situation,  at  this  time,  is  pe- 
culiar, if  it  be  nothing  else,  and.  might,  I  should 
think,  dissuade  at  least  a  generous  heart  from  any 
"wish  to  draw  nie  into  circumstances  of  personal 
altercation.  I  have  experienced  this  magnanim- 
ity from  some  quarters  of  the  House.  But  I  re- 
g^ret  that,  from  others,  it  appears  to  have  received 
DO  such  consideration.    The  gentleman  from  Vir- 

{rioia  was  pleased  to  say  that,  in  one  point  at 
eaKt,  he  coincided  with  me — ^in  an  humble  esti- 
mate of  my  grammatical  and  philological  acquire- 
inents.  I  know  my  deficiencies.  L  was  born  to 
no  proud  patrimonial  estate ;  from  my  father  1  in- 
herited only  infancy,  ignorance,  and  indigence. 
I  feel  nnr  defects  ;  but,  so  far  as  my  situation  in 
early  life  is  concerned,  I  may,  without  presump- 
tion, say  thev  are  more  my  misfortune  than  my 
fault.  But  however  I  may  regret  my  want  of 
ahllity  to  furnish  to  the  ffentleman  a  better  speci- 
men of  powers  of  verbal  criticism,  I  will  venture 
to  sa]r>  it  is  not  greater  than  the  disappointment 
of  this  Conunittee,  as  to  the  strength  oi  bis  argu- 
ment. Sir,  I  am  no  preceptor;  when  I  desire 
perfect  accuracy  of  definition,  or  correctness  of 
pronanciatioB,  1  may  go  to  the  highest  authority 
in  this  House — probably  in  this  country — the  gen- 
tleman himself;  but,  in  the  meantime,  I  am  rerj 
sure  that  my  commentarv  on  the  word  in  ques- 
tion, has  not  yet  been  fairly  met  and  refuted.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  asked, 
whether,  in  the  preamble  of  the  Constitution,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  are  made  to  say  that 
they  adopt  that  instrument  "  in  order  to  eomtrtut 
justice,"  or  to  make  iustice«  I  answer,  sir,  in  one 
sense,  yes.  In  all  that  relates  to  that  part  of  the 
penal  code  which  assigns  punishment  to  acts  not 
immoral  in  themselves,  but  only  criminal  because 
prohibited  by  law,  whatever  is  malum  prohibUum, 
and  not  mahtm  in  m,  the  law  creata  the  crime; 
the  crime,  as  such,  had  no  existence  till  the  law 
defined  and  prohibited  it.  Here  criminal  justice 
is  enaied^  and  a  crime  is  construdedf  and  made  by 
force  of  law. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  says,  that  the 
settled  sense  of  the  Constitution  for  these  thirty 
years  past,  may  be  gathered  from  the  practice 
under  iL  But  if  his  construction  be  true,  no  post 
road  has  yet  been  established ;  for,  according  to 
him,  every  one  of  them  may  be  abrogated  at  plea- 
sure by  the  States.  The  gentleman  has  gone  for 
illustration  to  the  small  but  respectable  State  of 
Delaware— and  has  said  something  about  her 
^j^etting  her  back  up,"  and  ^  resisting  the  passage 
of  the  United  States  troops."  Sir,  is  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Suite  of  Delaware,  or  of  any  other 
State,  large  or  small,  to  resist  and  defeat  the  laws 
of  Consress  made  by  Delegates  from  every  part 
of  the  Union  ?  1  know  that  the  interest  of  the 
States  is,  in  general,  a  guarantee  against  any  re- 
siittance  on  their  part,  to  the  exercise  of  a  power 
so  beneficial  as  that  of  transmitting  the  mail ;  but 
we  have  seen  cases  of  contest  between  a  State 
and  the  General  Govern  men  t,  in  which  their  at- 
tachment to  the  Confederacy  has  not  always  been 
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sufficient  to  restrain  them,  and  we  have  seen  them 
in  peace  and  in  war.  A  late  instancjs  occurred 
between  the  States  of  New  York  and  Connec* 
ticut.  When  men's  passions  get  up,  there  is  no 
telling  before  hand  into  what  measures  they  may 
be  precipitated. 

But,  has  the  gentleman  met  my  argument  on 
the  difference  between  the  Constitution  and  the 
old  Confederation  ?  That  the  Grovernment  acts 
under  the  one  by  its  own  intrinsic  energy,  while 
by  tbe  other,  it  was  dependent  for  every  act  upon 
the  power  of  the  State  Legislatures?  Has  he 
shown  that  this  principle  of  difference  does  not 
apply  to  post  roads,  as  well  as  to  any  other  branch 
of  the  powers  of  the  Grovernment  ?  It  is  possible, 
I  admit,  that  cases  may  be  produced,  in  which 
tbe  sense  which  the  gentleman  attributes  to  the 
word  "  establish"  mav  hold — ^but,  in  the  Consti- 
tution, as  well  as  in  the  President's  Message,  it  is 
used  in  the  sense  for  which  I  contended. 

It  has  been  said  that  one  leading  motive  which 
led  to  tbe  adoption  of  tbe  Federal  Government, 
was  the  necessity  of.  some  general  regulation  for 
foreign  commerce.  I  grant  this ;  but  I  ask,  are 
we  to  refer  to  tbe  various  motives  which  prevailed 
on  the  people  to  adopt  the  Constitution,  or  to  the 
Constitution  itself,  for  the  principles  of  its  inter- 
pretation? I  will  draw  an  illustration  of  this 
part  of  my  subject  from  the  records  of  that  pro- 
fession, of  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
has  spoken,  in  no  very  respectful  terms,  but  which 
has  produced  in  all  countries  some  of  the  ablest, 
wisest,  and  best  men  that  have  ever  adorned  our 
species.  I  advert  to  a  case  which  is  no  doubt 
familiar  to  the  gentleman's  historical  recollection, 
the  famous  Coventry  act,  which  was  passed  in 
eons^uence  of  an  afiray  that  took  place  in  the 
public  streets  of  London,  between  some  knights 
and  other  persons  of  distinction,  and  which  pro- 
hibited, under  severe  penalties,  the  '^  drawing  of 
blood  in  the  streets;"  no  doubt  ever  did  or  could 
exist  as  to  what  was  intended  to  be  prohibited  by 
this  act ;  and  yet,  if  its  interpretation  had  been 
limited  by  the  motive  of  its  enactment  'or  the 
preamble,  it  would  have  been  restrained  to  the 
particular  case  which  led  to  its  passage.  We 
must  look  into  the  instrument,  to  its  words,  and 
not  out  of  it,  for  its  true  meaning.  Resort  may 
indeed  be  had  to  the  preamble — but  even  the 
preamble  is  not  suffered  to  control  the  interpreta- 
tion* It  is  only  used  to  assist  in  finding  the  mean- 
ing of  equivocal  and  doubtful  phrases.  So  in  the 
present  case — I  know  that  commerce  and  revenue 
were  leading  considerations  in  the  formation  and 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  ;  but  we  are  to  look 
at  the  words  of  the  grant,  and  though  I  would 
not  say  that  we  are  wholly  to  reject  all  considera- 
tion oi  the  motives,  yet  they  are  but  of  small 
avail  in  interpreting  plain  words  in  the  instru- 
ment itself.  Now,  the  self  same  words  being  ap- 
plied in  the  Constitution  to  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress over  internal,  that  are  applied  to  its  powers 
over  external,  commerce,  I  contend  that  all  pow- 
ers given  for  the  one  are  given  for  the  other:  the 
words  are  the  same— the  objects  are  the  same. 
It  is  true,  indeed,  that,  in  the  origin  of  the  Gov- 
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ernment,  it  mtglit  not  be  necessary  to  insist  on 
this  interpretation,  becau|^  there  was  then  no 
pecuniary  means  to  exercise  the  power,  or  at  leasts 
in  a  very  partial  extent — the  same  may  be  said 
of  the  power  to  establish  post  roads.  The  coun- 
try was  just  out  of  a  distressing:  war,  followed 
by  a  distressing  peace.  The  pubTic  revenue  was 
in  such  a  state,  that  it  was  doubted  if  it  would 
be  competent  to  pay  the  civil  list— >it  is  not  won- 
derful that,  at  such  a  time,  the  Qovernment  did 
not  use  all  the  powers  which  it  possessed. 

Gkntlemen  have  misstated,  or  misunderstood, 
what  I  said  in  relation  to  the  exercise  of  powers 
confided  to  the  Qovernment.  I  never  said  that 
simply  not  to  exercise  these  powers  was  treachery : 
but  that  when  the  public  good  required  their  ex- 
ercise— and  especially  when  none  but  Congress 
could  exercise  them,  when  Congress  must  zeroise 
them,  or  thev  would  not  be  exercised  at  all,  then, 
not  to  use  tne  power  was  treachery ;  and  I  still 
hold  and  repeat  the  sentiment.  AUbouffh  com- 
merce and  revenue  were  at  first  very  leading  mo- 
tives to  the  Federal  Constitution,  are  we  to  limit 
th«  Constitution  by  this  rulet  Let  us  remember 
that  then  the  country  had  scarcely  any  interior, 
there  were  few  settlements,  and  but  few  settlers, 
bejrond  the  Aileghapy  Monlitain.  The  whole  in- 
terior has  grown  up  since  the  Constitution  was 
adopted;  and  though  this  gives  no  new  power, 
yet  it  may  and  ought  to  call  forth  every  dormant 
power  conveyed  by  that  instrument,  the  exertion 
of  which  may  tend  to  the  public  prosperity.  It 
presents  a  new  case — new  relations — new  inter- 
ests; and  certainly  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
look  to  the  whole— to  remember  we  have  an  in- 
ternal as  well  as  an  external  commerce ;  and  to 
seek  to  enable  this  country  to  say,  what  has  Been 
so  often  proudly  said  in  England — ^^  England  is 
England's  best  customer."  I  hope  that  it  will  yet 
be  said,  America  is  America's  best  customer.  Sir, 
a  new  world  has  come  into  being  since  the  Con- 
stitution was  adopted.  Are  the  narrow  limited 
necessities  of  the  ohI  thirteen  States,  of  indeed  parts 
only  of  the  old  thirteen  States,  as  they  existed  at 
the  formation  of  the  present  Constitution,  forever 
to  remain  a  rule  of  its  interpretation  ?  Are  we  to 
forget  the  wants  of  our  country  ?  Are  we  to  ne- 
glect and  refuse  the  redemption  of  thai  vast  wil- 
derness which  once  stretched  unbroken  beyond  the 
Alleghany?  I  trust  not,  sir.  I  hope  for  better 
and  nobler  things.  The  gentleman  intimates  that 
the  General  Grovernment  may  have  powers  in  time 
of  war  which  it  does  not  possess  in  time  of  peace ; 
but  I  ask,  has  it  any  powers  but  what  it  holds  by 
grant  of  the  Constitution,  expressed  or  fairly  im- 
plied ?  And  if  not,  does  it  not  possess  the  same 
powers  at  all  times?  True  it  is,  that  in  peace 
mtny  of  these  powers  are  not  called  forth  into  ac- 
tion and  exercise — but  they  exist  nevertheless,  or 
the  Constitution  is  a  nullity.  Sir,  is  war  a  source 
of  power?  Is  necessity  a  source  of  power?  Surely 
not  The  Qoveromeni  holds  its  powers  not  by 
peace,  or  war,  but  by  the  Constitution.  I  asx 
whether,  while  peace  yet  continues,  the  Govern- 
ment has  no  powers  which  are  preparatory,  but 
which  have  a  direct  relation  to  war  ?    May  it  not 


cast  cannon  ?    May  it  not  provide  muikets,  to  pot 
into  the  hands  of  a  hardy  and  pliant  yeomaorj? 
May  it  not  make  forts  ? — and  if  it  may  do  all  thcK} 
do  I  advance  a  single  step,  when  I  ask,  may  it  sot 
make  roads  also  ?    Yes  sir.    I  do  say  roads  are  ia 
place  of  forts,  and  in  a  great  measure  dispense 
with  the  necessity  of -building  them :  roads  colket 
the  moveable  force  of  the  country,  and  coodose 
it  on  whatever  point  may  be  attaekf^i  or  threatened 
by  an  enemy.    What  was  told  us,  when,  tbe  other 
day,  we  voted  for  a  road  in  Arkansas?    That  the 
great  body  of  population  in  that  Territory  was  sep- 
arated by  a  wilderness,  from  that  in  other  States, 
impracticable  and  impassable ;  and  we  voted  foe 
that  road  as  a  measure  of  defence — and  it  is  a  mea- 
sure of  defence — far  more  efieetuai  than  fortifica* 
tions  would  have  been. 

Another  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ab- 
cheb)  employed  a  species  of  argument,  the  pro- 
priety of  which  I  again  submit  to  his  candor.  He 
takes  up  all  the  various  Constitutional  sources^ 
whence  the  friends  of  the  bill  draw  the  power,  and 
examines  them  separately,  and  in  detaiL  And. 
contending  that  no  one  of  them  would  induce 
Congress  to  pass  the  bill,  dismisses  the  whole  ia 
succession.  Now,  sir,  is  not  this  treating  the  sub- 
ject upon  grounds  of  expediency  and  not  of  power? 
He  asks  if  you  would  make  these  internal  improre- 
ments  for  the  purpose  merely  of  tmnsportiDgf  the 
mail  ?  Or  for  that  of  facilitating  the  distnbaiioi 
of  the  public  force  ?  Or  for  that  of  promoting  io* 
ternal  commerce  among  the  several  States  ?  Aoi 
emphatically  pronouncing  the  negative,  in  refer- 
ence to  each  of  those  several  objects^  the  gentle 
man  seemed  to  think  that  the  Committee  ought  to 
come  to  the  same  conclusion  to  which  he  brou^t 
himself,  that  this  power  does  not  exist  Is  it  fair, 
thus  to  pass  in  review  the  various  objects,  and  to 
prcMiounce,  that,  since  no  one  of  tbera,  consid- 
ered by  itself,  would  lead  to  the  adoption  of  the 
proposed  policy,  the  bill  ought  not  to  pass?  The 
motive  for  the  exercise  of  power  is  one,  and  a  to- 
tally different  thing,  from  the  power  itself.  It 
might  be  conceded,  that  no  one  or  the  objects  sog- 
gesied,  considered  apart,  would  present  a  sufficient 
motive  to  enact  the  bill ;  and  yet,  that  the  sfigre 
gate  effect  of  the  whole  of  them  united,  would  pre- 
sent an  adequate  motive.  In  truth,  almost  the 
whole  argument  against  the  bill  is  virtually  an  ar- 
gument on  expediency,  rather  than  power.  The 
gentlemen  argue  from  extreme  cases ;  tnit,  if  their 
argument  amounts  to  any  thing,  it  is  good  agaiast 
the  exercise  of  any  pow^r  whatever,  and  applies 
as  much  to  any  and  every  other  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, even  to  those  literally  and  expressdj 
granted^  as  it  does  to  the  incidental  power  now  in 
dispute.  The  power  of  taxation  is  a  power  ex- 
pressly granted ;  and  taxation  may  be  carried  so 
far  as  to  take  away  the  last  dollar  from  every  tBto 
in  the  community.  But,  is  this  good  argument 
against  the  existence  of  the  power?  So  gentle- 
men ask  us  if  we  are  going  to  make  80,000  miles 
of  post  roads  ?  No,  sir ;  but  this  does  not  operate 
as  a  reason  why  we  may  not  such  as  are  called 
for  by  the  wants  and  the  safety  of  the  country. 

Tftie  gentleman  from  Vkginia  has  reminded  aie 
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of  the  iiMioy  obligations  conferred  by  this  Gbv- 
ernineDt  upon  the  Wesi — and,  among  them,  has 
spoken  of  the  grants  of  land  foredacation.  I  ask 
the  geotleman,  Were  not  these  paid  for?  Have 
not  these  school  lots  raised  the  Talue  of  the  whole 
body  of  United  States,  land  by  which  they  were 
i>urrounded  ?  Sir,  the  Western  States  have  never 
yet  received  any  thing  from  this  €h>vemment  for 
which  they  have  not  given  an  equivalent.  They 
have  paid  a  quid  for  every  qw.  Was  the  West 
allowed  to  buy  its  land  of  tne  Indians;  or,  did  not 
the  whole  avails  ^o  into  your  own  exchequer? 
You  yourselves  desired  it.  And,  as  to  the  Indian 
'wars,  were  they  not  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the 
'whole  Union  1  [Here  Mr.  Randolph  rnterposed, 
and  denied  bavins  adverted  to  the  Indian  war&] 
If  he  did  not,  said  Mr.  C,  then  I  must  say  he  has 
made  out  a  wretched  list  of  benefits.  Sir,  I  re- 
gret the  introduction  of  such  a  topic.  It  is  one 
on  -which  I  should  never  hare  dwelt,  unles»  forced 
into  its  discussion.  But  I  will  say,  in  leaving  it, 
that  the  sale  of  your  land  to  the  people  of  the 
West,  has  brought  more  money  into  your  Treas^ 
ury  than  has  bmn  acquired  in  the  sale  of  the  pub- 
lie  domain  of  all  the  Powers  of  Burc^  together 
who  own  American  colonie;^  I  know  it  may  be 
said  that  there  is  na  compulsion,  and  that  the 
whole  of  this  revenue  is  from  voluntary  purchase. 
True,  sir ;  but  is  this  parental  Government  to  look, 
in  the  spirit  of  Shylock,  only  at  the  bond  ?  If  its 
policy,  oy  whatever  circumstances,  has  practically 
operated  to  drain  one  portion  of  the  country  of  its 
money,  ought  not  the  Government,  hke  a  wise 
and  considerate  parent,  to  counteract  this  enfee- 
bling process  by  the  adoption  of  a  broad  and  benefi- 
cent national  policy,  especially  when  that  may  be 
done,  not  only  without  doing  injury  to  any  other 
part,  but  so  as  to  advance  the  prosperity  of  all  ? 
With  this  appeal  to  the  equitable  feelings  and  the 
sound  discretion  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  C.  said, 
he  should  close  what  he  had  now  to  say ;  and,  as 
it  bad  been  with  reluctance  that  he  rose,  he  now 
sat  down  with  equal  pleasure. 

Mr.  Clay  having  concluded ;  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Trimblb,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Previous  to  the  Chairman  leaving  the  Chair — 

Mr.  Hamilton  rose  in  his  place,  and  stated  that 

he  w^ished,  though  in  a  very  informal  way,  to 

make  a  communication,  to  which,  from  its  nature, 

be  was  sure  everv  gentleman  would  listen  with 

The  House  had  all  witnessed,  with  re- 


in 


gret,  the  very  unpleasant  altercation  which,  during 
a  late  debate,  had  taken  place  between  two  hon- 
orable membNers  of  this  House.  He  was  now  the 
bearer  of  the  agreeable  intelligence  that,  through 
the  spontaneous  interposition  of  friends,  the  state 
of  feeline  which  arose  on  that  occasion  had  been 
niccessfully  removed,  and  had  been  exchanged  in 
a  manner  highly  honorable  to  both  the  parties,  for 
a  happier  one  -,  the  gentlemen  had  been  restored 
to  each  other  in  relations  of  mutual  amity  and 
personal  respect,  and  every  painful  recollection  re- 
moved— he  congratulated  tne  House  on  so  hanpy 
an  issue  of  an  afiair  which  all  who  witnessed  it 
coold  not  but  deq4y  deplore. 


MoNOAT,  February  2. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  proposi- 
tion submitted  by  Mr.  Cook,  on  the  12tb  ultimo, 
to  amend  the  rules  of  the  House;  and,  being 
read, 

Mr.  Taylor  mored  to  amend  the  same,  by 
substituting,  in  place  thereof,  the  following: 

"  A  member  having  s  petition  to  ofibr,  without  a 
ibrmal  presentation  of  it  to  the  Hoose,  may  deliver  it 
t0  the  Clerki  his  name  being  endorsed  thereon,  with 
a  memorandum  of  the  standing  committee  to  which 
he  deaires  it  to  be  referred ;  and  it  shall  be  accordingly 
entered  by  the  Clerk,  under  the  direction  of  the  Speak- 
er, in  the  Journal  of  the  day  upon  which  it  is  so 
offered ;  reserving,  however,  to  any  member,  the  right 
to  make,  if  he  deem  it  proper,  a  formal  presentation  of 
the  petition. 

**  If  a  petition  be  erroneously  re^rred,  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  charged  with,  it  may,  through  the 
hands  of  the  Gierke  pass  it  to  the  chairman  of  the 
proper  standing  committee;  and  an  entry. shall  be 
made  on  the  Journal,  under  like  direetion,  diseharging 
the  first  committee  from  the  eonsideration  of  the  pe- 
tition, and  referring  it  to  the  last  mentioned  commit- 
tee, on  the  day  of  soch  transfer.  If  there  be  a  disa- 
greement between  the  chairmen,  the  Houae  shall  de- 
cide." 

The  amendment  being  read,  and  debate  arising, 
the  subjeet  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Forsyth  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  county  of  Camden,  in  the  State 
of  Qeorgia,  praying  that  measures  may  be  adopted 
for  the  cutting  a  canal  from  the  river  St.  Mary's, 
along  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Oguefenoka 
Swamp,  to  the  waters  of  the  Suwaoee  river; 
which  pnetition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Nbalb  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  town  and  county  of  Alexandria, 
in  opposition  to  the  memorial  of  the  Common 
Council  of  Alexandria,  heretofore  presented  to 
this  House. 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
merchantsand  millers,  in  Prince  William  County, 
in  the  State  of  Vir^^inia,  praying  that  the  acts  of 
the  Common  Counoil  of  Alexandria,  in  relation  to 
the  inspection  of  flour,  may  be  revised  and  amended. 

The  said  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  resolution  adopted  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
requesting  that  Congress  will  make  provision  for 
the  continuation  of  the  national  road  from  Wheelr 
ing  to  the  river  Mississippi ;  which  resolution  waa 
relerred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the 
Cnmberland  Road. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  praying 
for  the  aid  of  Congress  in  opening  a  canal  navi- 
gation between  the  river  Wabash  and  the  river 
Miami  of  Lake  Erie ;  which  memorial  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
the  bill  upon  that  subject  is  committed. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  resolution  adopted  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
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respectiD^  the  continuance  of  the  national  road  to 
the  Mississippi  river,  a  copy  of  that  this  day  pre- 
sented by  the  Speaker. — ^Referred  to  the  select 
committee  appointed  on  the  9th  of  December  last, 
upon  the  subiect  of  the  two  per  cent,  fund,  set 
apart  from  the  proceeds  of  tne  sales  of  public 
lands  to  the  making  of  roads. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subiect  was  referred,  by  res- 
olution of  the  15th  of  December,  and  to  whom 
was  referred  a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  Fernan- 
dina,  in  Amelia  Island ;  reported  a  bill  granting 
donations  of  land  to  certain  actual  settlers  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole* 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred  by  resolution,  on  the  24th 
of  December,  and  to  which  was  also  referred,  on 
the  22d  December,  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of 
that  part  of  West  Florida  now  attached  to  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  reported  a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  sereral  acts  proTiding  for  ascertaining  and 
adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  Saint 
Helena  and  Jackson  Coorthooae  land  districts ; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  re|>orted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam King ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Wbittlsbet,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Mareen 
Dttvall,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Mattocks,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Lemuel  Arms,  accom* 
panied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  colnmitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Orderedy  That  John  Biddle,  who  contested  the 
election  and  return  of  Qabriel  Richard,  the  dele* 
gate  from  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  hare  leave 
to  withdraw  his  memorial  and  documents. 

Two  Messages  were  recei?  ed  from  the  Pbbsidem  t 
or  TBB  United  States,  the  first  of  which  is  in 
the  words  following : 

To  ih$  HouBB  qf  RgpresenlaHves  of  the  IMtedStaUs: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  1 1th  of  December  last,  request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  communi- 
eate  to  the  House  all  such  parts  of  the  correapondenoe 
with  the  Government  of  Spain,  relating  to  the  Florida 
treaty,  to  the  period  of  its  final  ratification,  not  here- 
tofore communicated,  which,  in  hia  opinion,  it  might 
net  be  inoooaistent  with  the  public  interetft  to  commu- 
nicate, I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secictarr 
of  BtatOy  with  copiea  of  the  correspondence  reqaested. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASBtveTOF,  Febmary  S,  18S4. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

[These  documents,  in  txtenso^  will  be  found  in 
the  Appendix  to  the  Anuals,  Second  Session, 
Sixteenth  Congress.] 

The  second  Message  is  as  follows : 


To  ike  House  of  lUpresentathes  of  ike  Vmied  Steitt: 

I  transmit,  herewith,  to  the  Hooee  of  Repraseota- 
tives,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  togdkr 
with  a  digest  of  recent  eommeioUl  ngulatieos  of  kf 
eign  conntriea,  prepared  in  compliance  with  a  reiili- 
tion  of  the  House,  of  the  30th.  o^T  Janoary,  1823. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rankin  laid  before  the  House  a  oomnoBi- 
cation  addressed  to  him,  as  Chairman  of  the  Cod* 
mittee  on  the  Public  Lands,  by  the  Commii- 
siooer  of  the  Greneral  Land  Office,  detailing  tbe 
situation  and  state  of  the  business  in  that  office. 
and  asking  that  provision  may  be  made  for  iW 
temporary  employmeat  of  an  iidditional  number 
of  clerks;  which  communieatioQ  was  refemdto 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pablk 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieocr 
of  granting  a  pre-emption  right  to  all  persons  wbo 
are  settled  upon  the  publielands  on  the  banks d 
the  Mississippi,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  and  &• 
cilitating  steam  navigation  opoa  said  river. 

Resolmdf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pobbe 
Lands  be  instructed  to.inquire  into  the  expedieocf 
of  passing  a  law  to  encourage  settlement  on  \ht 
public  lands  upon  the  banks  of  the  Missisap^ 
lives,  with  a  view  to  improve  the  navigatioa  d 
said  river. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  rights  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  to  the  cypress  swaisfi 
within  the  limits  of  said  State,  and  that  such  leport 
be  made  as  the  ri|^hts,  justice,  and  ezpediencjr  d 
the  case  may  require. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  McCot,  the  Committee  on  tbc 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  cxp^ 
diency  oi  establishing  a  branch  of  the  district  coim 
for  the  western  district  of  Virginia,  at  Stantoo. 

ADDITIONAL  INDIAN  AGENCIEa 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cookb,  chairman  of  the  Coo- 
mittee  on  Indian  Affairs,  the  orders  of  the  <hf 
were  postponed,  to  take  up  a  bill  for  the  apixMst* 
ment  of  two  additional  Indian  agents.  TJie  House 
accordingly  went  into  Committee  of  the  Wbotr 
on  the  consideration  of  the  bilL 

[Thia  bin  provides,  firstr-"  That,  from  and  after  ik« 
passage  of  this  act,  the  Pmideot  of  the  United  StiMi 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  appoint  two  lodita 
agents,  in  addilioa  to  those  aifeady  provided  bj  hv, 
to  be  stationed  on  the  western  aid*  of  the  Misfiaapp* 
at  such  places  as  he  may  thiok  proper. 

'*  Second.  That  the  agenta  appointed  according  to  tbi 
provisions  of  this  act,  ahall  receive  a  compeosaU«>n  ^ 
their  services  of  one  thousand  three  hnndred  dollin 
each,  in  full,  and  that  all  rations,  or  other  allowiocei. 
made  to  them,  ahtll  be  dedacted  from  the  sams  here- 
by allowed."] 

On  this  bill,  which  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  assured  the  House  wouid 
not  detain  them  ten  minutes,  a  desultorf  detii« 
arose,  which  continued  till  past  three  o'clock. 

The  object  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  the  circuo- 
stances  which  gave  rise  to  it,  were  stated  by  Mf* 
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Cocke,  who  refei'red  the  Committee  to  a  letter  of 
tbe  Secretarjr  of  War.  This  letter,  together  with 
a  document  accompanying  it,  exhibiting  the  pres- 
ent number  and  emoluments  of  all  the  Indian  su- 
perintendents, agents,  and  sub-agents,  now  em- 
ployed by  the  United  States,  was  read  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  RankIn. 

The  expediency  of  the  bill  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Cocke,  Conway,  Clay,  and  Cook  ;  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Rankin,  Ross,  Floyd,  Vance 
of  Ohio,  and  Foot  of  Connecticut. 

The  erounds  insisted  on  in  its  favor  were  the 
disorderly  state  of  the  Indians  on  the  Arkansas 
river  and  its  vicinity,  produced  in  part  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  remnants  of  other  tribes  into  that 
Territory  and  its  neighborhood,  in  consequence  of 
an  exchange  of  their  lands  elsewhere  for  lands 
there.  Some  of  these  were  from  tribes  who  in- 
berited  an  ancient  grudge  against  each  other,  and 
ilmost  the  whole  of  them  were  more  or  less  dis- 
satisfied with  the  arrangement  which  had  placed 
them  there.  They  were  now  in  a  very  lawless 
itate,  and  committed  great  depredations  on  the 
property  of  the  settlers;  and  recent  intelligence 
iiad  been  receiYed  of  actual  hostilities  and  blood- 
ihed.  Two  agents  were  as  few  as  could  be  as- 
signed for  this  reffion,  and  it  was  hoped  that  their 
)reseQce  and  influence  with  the  ordinary  means 
employed  in.  such  agencies,  would  have  an  opera- 
ion  to  restrain  these  excesses. 

The  opposition  to  the  bill  was  directed  chiefly 
igainst  an  increase  of  the  present  number  of  In- 
lian  agents,  many  of  whom  were  represented  as 
laving  very  little  to  do,  and  as  enjoying  situations 
that  approached  to  sinecures.  Some  of  these 
might  be  removed  to  the  Arkansas^  if  agents  were 
thought  necessary  there.  It  was  incongruous  to 
increase  the  number  of  Indian  agents,  while  the 
lumber  of  Indians  themselves  was  on  the  decrease. 
The  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  was 
ilready,  ex  officio,  an  Indian  superintendent.  The 
egislation,  now  proposed,  would  be  partial  and 
mperfect.  The  entire  system  ought  to  undergo 
I  thorough  revision.  Agents  should  be  removed 
rom  places  where  they  were  useless,  and  transfer- 
ed  to  other  spots  on  our  frontier,  where  their 
)resence  was  more  needed,  and  some  of  them 
night  be  dispensed  with  altogether.  Besides,  the 
iiscontents  of  the^ixed  multitude  of  Indians  who 
lad  been  crowded  and  concentrated  on  the  Arkan- 
as,  were  not  to  be  assuaged  by  appointing  agents. 
Those  discontents  were  founded  too  deeply  to  be 
eached  by  such  a  remedy.  They  were  the  con- 
sequences of  the  oppressions  exercised  on  the  In- 
lians  in  intrusions  by  the  whites  on  their  hunting 
|;rouQds;  a  practice  that  was  carried  to  a  perni- 
:ious  excess.  (A  single  white  hunter  often  hav- 
ng  thirty,  forty,  and  a  hundred  hands,  employed 
It  once  in  trapping,  while  the  poor  Indian  owned 
wt  a  single  trap.)  If  we  would  prevent  the 
further  enusion  of  blood,  it  must  be  by  an  effi- 
cient system  of  measures  putting  an  end  to  this 
practice. 

Mr.  CocKB  moved  to  fill  the  blank,  designating 
ihe  salary  with  one  thousand  three  nundred  dof 
iars,  which  was  carried. 


An  attempt  was  made  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  lost — ayes  54,  noes  107. 

Mr.  Scott  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting the  words^  "  In  the  Territory  of  Arkansas 
and  west  thereof;"  but,  before  the  question  was 
taken,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again, 
which  was  refused  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Cook  then  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the 
table — which  motion  prevailed — and  the  bill  was- 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


TuESOAY,  February  3. 

Mr.  Crowninbhield,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  rewarding  the  offi- 
cers and  crews  of  two  gigs,  or  small  boats,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Francis  H.  Gregory, 
of  the  United  States  Navy,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Vinton,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joha 
Henry  Rentrope,  reported  a  bill,  authorizing  re- 
payment for  land  erroneously  sold  by  the  United 
States ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  EowARoa,  from  the  same  committee  to 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sewall  Fullam, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Rist ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to*morrow. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William 
Porter,  accompanied  bv  a  bill  to  authorize  the  is- 
suing a  register  to  the  brig  William  of  New  York ; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  oa 
the  table. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  Friday  last,  by 
Mr.  Tbacy,  was  taken  up,  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cocke  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  thia  House  a  state- 
ment, showing  the  sitaatton  of  i^ny  suit  or  suits  which 
have  been  or  ere  now  depending,  in  which  the  United 
States  are  interested,  for  the  recovery  of  the  poseeseion 
of  a  tract  of  land,  commonly  called  *'the  Pea  Patch,'' 
and  on  which  Fort  Delaware  is  situated,  specifying 
the  amount  of  money  paid  by  the  United  States  in 
each  case,  to  whom  paid,  and  the  times,  respectively, 
by  whom,  on  what  aecoani,  and  from  what  fund. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transnaittinc  a  state- 
ment of  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1823,  showing  the  amount  appropriated  under 
each  specific  head,  the  amount  expended  under 
each,  and  the  balance  remaining  unexpended  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  31si  of  December,  1823; 
which  letter  and  statement  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  af  Wavs  and  Means. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner 


1323 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1324 


H.  OF  R. 


Surveys  for  Roads  and  Canals. 


pEBRUARTjl^i 


of  the  General  Land  Office,  with  all  the  books 
and  reports  of  the  several  boards  of  commissioDers 
and  recorder  of  land  titles,  made  out  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  Treasury  Department,  under  the 
several  acts  of  Congress,  and  the  instructions  pre- 
dicated thereon,  relative  to  the  adjustment  of  land 
titles  in  the  former  district  of  Louisiana  and  Ter- 
ritory of  Missouri,  now  State  of  Missouri,  and 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  forwarded  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  adopted  in  this  House  on  the  14th 
ultimo ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  dated  on  the  22d  January,  1823, 
communicHted  to  this  House  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  accompanied  by  a  report  of  a  survey  of 
the  rivers  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  from  the  rapids  of 
the  river  Ohio  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Missis- 
sippi, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  it  was 

Resdved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
have  power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers  touch- 
ing so  much  of  the  President's  Message  of  the 
2d  of  December,  1823,  as  was  referred  to  said 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  examine  and  report 
to  this  House  whether,  in  their  opinion,  the  laws 
now  in  force  authorize  the  exaction  of  duties  on 
tonnage  of  barges,  steamboats,  and  other  craft, 
trading  wholly  on  the  waters  of  the  Alabama  and 
Tombigbee  rivers ;  and  whether,  by  the  same  laws, 
licensing  and  enrolling  are  also  required ;  and  fur- 
ther, if  duties,  and  licensing,  and  enrolling,  in 
such  cases,  are  required  by  law,  bow  far  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  revive  the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  the 
1st  May,  1802,  and  of  extending  the  provisions 
thereoi  to  the  collection  districts  of  Alabama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  necessity  and  expediency  of  erecting  a  light- 
house at  some  suitable  site  on  the  south  shore  of 
Lake  Erie,  east  of  Chagrin  river  and  west  of  Con- 
neaught  creek. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gurley,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  legality  of  the 
charter  granted  to  the  Orleans  Navigation  Com- 
pany, by  the  government  of  the  late  Territory  of 
Orleans,  on  the  5th  July,  1805,  and  the  right  of 
said  company  to  exact  and  collect  a  tonnage  duty 
on  vessels  navigating  the  river  or  bayou  St.  John, 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  and,  should  the  com- 
mittee be  of  opinion  that  the  same  is  illegal,  that 
they  report  to  this  House  such  measures  as  they 
may  deem  most  expedient  and  effectual  to  adopt 
to  secure  the  free  navigation  of  said  river. 

Resolved^  That  the  same  committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  disapproving, 
bv  kw,  of  the  act  of  the  government  or  the  late 
Territory  of  Orleans,  incorporating  the  Orleans 
Navigation  Company,  passed  on  the  5th  of  July, 

iao5. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Andrew  Stevenson,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  were  instructed  to  in- 


quire into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  ser- 
eral  laws  relating  to  the  districts  of  BefmBda 
Hundred  and  City  Point,  in  the  State  of  Virgioia, 
as  to  permit  ships  or  vessels  arriving  in  ballist  to 
make  entry  in  the  manner  now  provided  by  hir, 
for  vessels  laden  with  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ricb,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  exp^ 
diency  of  discharging  from  their  liability,  eitkr 
in  whole  or  in  part,  Uie  sureties  of  Walter  Sbtl- 
don,  deceased,  late  a  district  paymaster  in  tk 
Army  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLan e,  of  Delaware,  ten 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instracted  u 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  tk 
public  stock  of  the  United  States  to  be  porciask 
and  sold  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Moobe,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  foUov- 
ing  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jndician  bt 
instracted  to  inqoire  into  the  propriety  of  eDictiof  i 
law,  ezplsnalory  to  the  treaty  made  between  the  Cm* 
ted  States  and  the  Cherokee  Indians,  on  the  8tli  d 
July,  1617,  in  such  manner  as  ahan  aothorize  tb« 
holding  reserve tions  in  land  for  life,  with  a  rerenia 
in  fee  simple,  to  their  heirs,  to  make  leases  for  a  un 
of  years  of  the  same,  without  incarring  a  foifeiiQR  ^ 
their  estate  for  the  want  of  personal  roidenee. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  if 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  tie 
Public  Lands  were  directed  to  inqoire  into  ihta- 
pedicncy  of  authorizing  the  President  to  canst  t 
und  office  to  be  opened  at  some  point  near  tie 
route  proposed  for  a  canal,  to  connect  the  wstff 
of  Lake  Michigan  with  the  Illinois  river,  whco^ 
shall  deem  it  expedient. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee cf 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  Foot  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  1^ 
making  provision  for  procuring  the  necessary sar- 
veys,  estimates,  dec,  ior  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  Trimble  having  ceded  his  right  to  tk 
floor — 

Mr.  J.  S.  Barbour,  of  Vir^nia,  rose  and  w^'- 
In  addressing  the  Committee  upon  this  subjeeti 
he  labored  under  no  common  share  of  embsnt^* 
ment.  The  magnitude  of  the  qneation  itself^  \k 
ability  and  eloquence  already  evolved  in  the  dis- 
cussion: the  relation  in  which  I  stand  toaiQt- 
jority  of  my  colleagues  on  this  topic — all  aaiteo 
increase  the  embarrassment  which  I  feel  io  the 
discharge  of  the  duty  incumbent  upon  me.  W^ 
these  considerations  give  me,  I  trust,  some  cUic 
to  indulgeneei  they  make  a  fearless  discbi^^ 
that  dutv  more  neeessary  and  imperative. 

Can  this  €K>vernment  construct  such  roads  w 
canals  as  are  necessary  and  proper  to  fulfil  f^ 
Constitutional  obligations  ?  The  solntioo  of  tiifi 
question  covers  the  whole  range  of  the  pretfj 
discussioil.  It  is  a  question  of  power— of  iropw 
power,  conferred  by  that  charter  which  a^rte 
marks  our  powers  and  our  duties.  The  ^ 
great  instruments  6f  power  given  to  th»  Coniw- 
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eration  are,  its  Army,  its  Na^y,  and  its  right  of 
taxation.    Tbe  duties  enjoined  on  it  are,  the  com- 
moB  defence  and  general  welfare.    The  first  prp- 
Tides  the  means,  the  last  indicates  the  ends  to  be 
attained.    Its  coastruetive  power  results  from  that 
grant  in  the  Constitution  to  make  all  laws  neees- 
sary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  effect  the  mass 
of  power  expressly  eranted.    The  subject,  then, 
presents  itself  to  us  from  this  point  of  view — ^Are 
roads  and  canals  necessary  and  proper,  in  the  fall 
exertion  of  the  powers  conferred,  in  order  to  dis- 
cbarge the  duties  enjoined  ?    Are  they  neceseary 
and  proper,  as  a  means  of  providing,  maintaining, 
and  employing  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United 
States?    At  the  threshold  of  this  inquiry,  two 
objections,  of  a  character  apparently  insuperable, 
have  been  presented  by  my  colleagues,  (Mr.  P.  P. 
Barbour  and  Mr.  A.  Stbvsnbon.)    The  first  of 
these  gentlemen  has  told  us  tbat  the  right  of  estab- 
lishing roads  and  canals  involves  the  necessity  of 
exclusive  jurisdiction ;  that  exclusive  jurisdiction 
has  been  granted  in  certain  enumerated  cases,  and 
that  this  enumeration  is  exclusive,  in  cases  not 
enomeratedl    If  the  premises  were  here  correct, 
the  deduction  would  be  irresistible.    But,  Mr. 
Chairman,  is  exclusive  jurisdiction,  in  this  Qov- 
erament,  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  this  power? 
I  apprehend  that  it  is  not.    Exclusive  jurisdiction 
has  been  granted  over  the  District  in  which  we 
hold  our  deliberations,  and  over  such  other  terri- 
tory, ceded  with  the  assent  of  the  Slates,  for  forts, 
arsenals,  dock  yards,  and  other  needful  buildings. 
What  is  the  effect  of  this  eifclusive  jurisdiction? 
It  necessarily  carries  with  it  the  sole  and  absolute 
legislative  powers  to  the  full  extent  of  that  juris- 
diction.   It  embraces,  in  its  exercise,  every  subject 
that  can  be  matter  of  legislative,  executive,  6t 
judicial  cognizance.    The  wise  tramers  of  the 
iostrnment  under  which  we  act,  believed  this 
power  to  be  rightfully  and  safely  vested  in  the 
United  States,  for  the  uses  which  have  been  ex- 
pressly specified.    The  question  recurs  upon  us. 
Is  this  right  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  Decessary,  in 
the  construction  of  those  roads  and  canals  ?    Can- 
not this  Government  acquire  and  hold  the  right 
of  property  in  the  soil,  while  the  jurisdiction  over 
it  is  still  reposed  in  the  State  governments  ?   Nu- 
merous instances  could  be  cited,  in  which  the 
United  States  may  exert  a  proprietary  right,  to- 
tally apart  from  its  sovereign  rights.    And,  this 
right  being  onoe  acquired,  what  objection  can 
arise  in  enacting  such  needful  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  tend  to  preserve  it?    This  Confederation 
is  expressly  vested  with  authority  to  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  that  may  relate  to 
the  territory,  or  §ther  property  of  the  United 
States.    Exclusive  jurisdiction,  and  the  rijjht  of 
property,  are  not  inseparable.    I  can  perceive  no 
dimculty  in  exercising  the  contrc^  which  the  right 
of  property  gives  to  the  one,  and  the  exercise  of 
jnrisdiction  by  the  other  government.    If  there 
be  a  violation  of  any  private  right,  or  of  any  law 
relating  to  the  whole  circle  of  crimes  and  ptimish- 
ments,  committed  upon  such  soil,  then  the  State 
claiming  jurisdiction  will  necessarilv  take  cogni- 
zance of  sueh  offences.    Its  code  of  laws  supplies 


the  rule  to  redress  the  wrong,  and  punish  the  de- 
linquent. This  municipal  authority,  to  the  extent 
retained,  is  sovereign  on  the  part  of  the  States, 
and  I  am  unable  to  discern  the  least  peril  of  col- 
liding jurisdictions. 

The  other  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  S.) 
denies  to  this  Confederacy  the  right  to  acquire  - 
lands  in  the  several  States,  and  if  such  acquisition 
could  be  made,  it  must,  he  says,  be  held  as  one 
sovereign  would  hold  lands  in  the  territory  of  an- 
other. I  dissent  to  both  these  propositions.  Can 
gentlemen  be  serious  in  denying  to  this  (Govern- 
ment, created  for  such  great  purposes,  a  power 
which  beloncB  to'  every  corporate  town,  and  to 
every  turnpike  company  in  the  several  States? 
This  is  not  only  one  of  the  inherent  attributes  of 
its  institution,  but  the  fifth  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  recognises  the  right  to  take  private 
propertv  for  public  usesj  connecting  witn  that 
right  tne  correlative  obligation  of  making  just 
compensation  to  its  owner.  Can  this  right  ofac- 
quisitiott  be  construed  to  relate  to  personal  prop- 
erty only  ?  The  United  States  have  already  ex- 
pended many  millions  of  its  treasure  in  the  pur- 
chase of  lands.  This  right,  by  purchase,  expands 
itself  over  the  boundless  territory  Washed  by  the 
waters  of  the  Mississippi,  now  subdivided  into 
several  States.  Is  the  title  to  these  vast  domains 
defective?  Are  the  Representatives  from  these 
States  intruders  within  this  Hall  ?  A  large  por- 
tion of  territory  was  obtained  by  purchase  (rom 
the  State  of  Georgia — an  instance  which  will  for- 
bid gentlemen  from  seeking  refuge  in  the  treaty- 
making  power,  to  shun  tl^  force  of  these  prece- 
dents. 

I  apprehend,  sir.  that  this  GK)Vemment  is  not 
bound  to  hold  its  lands  in  the  States,  subject  to 
all  the  conditions  which  one  sovereign  may  im- 
pose on  another.  The  two  systems  of  government 
were  designed  to  coatpoee  one  harmonious  and 
consistent  whole,  each  nioving  in  its  appropriate 
sphere  of  action,  and  ministering  to  the  common 
weal.     If  there  be  any  proposition  about  which 
there  should  be  no  diversity  of  opinion,  it  is  that, 
to  the  extent  of  the  powers  granted,  this  Govern- 
ment is  supreme;  the  Constitution  has  so  express- 
ed it,  and  the  State  courts  are  positively  required 
to  observe  and  maintain  its  legitimate  supremacy. 
But,  are  the  State  eovernments  sovereign?    The 
10th  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution 
is  filled  with  limitations  upon  the  sovereignty  of 
the  States.     I  need  not  point  to  them — they  are 
within  the  knowledge  of  ail.     And  here  let  me 
take  leave  to  add  one  further  limitation — the  local 
authorities  are  also  controlled  to  the  extent  of  all 
the  means  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect 
the  delegated  powers  of  tnis  Government,  be  these 
means  "  municipal,"  or  otherwise.     This  limita- 
tion is  the  obvious  result  of  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  claims  for  itself,  and  gives  to  its 
laws  a  supreme  control.    The  conclusion  seems 
to  me  inevitable,  that  this  Government  may  ac- 
quire a  proprietary  right  of  soil,  for  national  pur- 
poses, within  the  several  States ;  that  this  right  of 
property  draws  after  it  the  power  to  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  affecting  it,  and  that 
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these  powers  may  be  rightfully  exerted,  independ- 
eot  oa  all  local  authority. 

Congress  cau  claim  no  other  powers  than  such 
as  are  expressed,  and  those  which  are  incident  to 
the  express  grant.    There  is  no  language  in  this 
Constitution,  as  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
to  exclude  implied  powers ;  on  the  contrary,  this 
class  of  powers  is  bestowed  by  positive  words. 
The  express  powers  are  the  result  of  express  grant; 
those  which  are  incidental  must,  from  their  char- 
acter, necessarily  be  the  result  of  legislative  dis- 
cretion, limited  by  the  terms  of  the  Constitution. 
No  safer  rule  of  cpnstruction  can  be  furnished, 
than  to  interpret  the  words  of  the  instrument  in 
their  plain  and  obvious  sense,  neither  enlarged  by 
a  spirit  of  encroachment,  nor  checked  by  any  un- 
wise denial  of  the  necessary  powers  to  effect  the 
Sreat  design  of  its  creation.    No  constitution  can 
o'more  than  draw  the  general  boundaries  of  the 
government  to  which  it  gives  being.    To  mark 
the  various  divisions  of  its  power,  would  have  been 
a  task  endless  and  impracticable.    Where,  in  this 
instrument,  can  be  found  a  ^rant  of  express  pow- 
er, which  noes  not  necessarily  require  others  of  a 
character  incidental  and  auxiliary  ?    Powers  that 
are  vital  to  the  e|:istence  of  the  Government,  and 
without  which  it  would  be  unworthy  of  the  wis- 
dom which  created  it,  and  unfitted  to  secure  the 
welfare  of  the  people.    The  securit]^  for  the  faith- 
ful performance  or  these  powers  will  be  found  in 
the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  those  who  are  chosen  to 
be  the  guardians  of  the  public  interest.    It  will  be 
found  in  the  language  of  the  Constitution,  which 
limits  their  exercise,  and  forbids  usurpation ;  and 
if  these  should  prove  ineffectual  safeguards,  there 
remains  the  s^reat  conserrative  principle,  which 
spring  from  the  frequency  of  elections.    So  long 
as  this  power  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  f>eople, 
there  is  no  danger  of  abuse.    Jealous  of  their  lust 
rights,  and  possessed  of  an  ample  remedy,  they 
will  not  forbear  to  employ  it,  when  duty  shall  bid 
them  to  act. 

I  shall  not  seek  to  derive  the  power  in  ques- 
tion from  that  clause  which  relates  to  post  omces 
and  post  roads.  The  argument  of  the  honorable 
Speaker,  and  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  f  Mr.  Storrs,)  have  done  so  much  justice 
to  this  branch  of  the  inquiry,  as  to  make  any  effort 
on  my  part  worse  than  idle.  If  I  can  satisfy  ike 
Committee  that  this  is  a  necessary  incident  to  the 
military  and  naval  power  of  the  United  States,  I 
flatter  myself  that  I  shall  have  accomplished  all 
that  duty  requires.  If  the  end  be  lawful^  and  within 
the  legitimate  purpose  of  the  Constitution,  it  draws 
after  it  all  the  means  necessary  and  proper  to  at- 
tain that  end.  If  this  be  not  true,  then  the  lan- 
fuage  in  which  the  Constitution  itself  is  written 
as  Tost  its  meaning,  and  the  ^vernment  it  cre- 
ates a  mockery  upon  the  intentions  of  its  framers. 

Congress  has  power  to  provide  and  maintain 
armies  and  navies,  as  instruments  necessary  for 
the  common  defence — one  of  the  great  duties 
charged  upon  the  Union.  Connected  with  these, 
express  power  is  granted  to  erect  forts,  arsenals, 
and  dock  yards.  For  what  purpose  are  you  to 
build  forts  ?  They  suffice  the  purposes  of  defence, 


but  they  must  be  fiUed  with  troops,  cannoB^ 
small  arms,  and  all  the  monitions  of  war.  Tke 
means  of  transporting  these  are  just  as  necessary 
as  the  forts  themselves.  The  road  that  condom 
to  the  fort,  is  indispensable  to  its  useful  msinteBr 
anoe.  Again,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  UTy, 
you  may  erect  dock  yards.  Can  it  be  supposed, 
that  all  the  vast  variety  of  materiel  for  ship baildio; 
could  be  growed,  manufaetured,  and  obtaioed,  ii 
the  dock  yard  itself?  Can  these  be  had  bat  by  tb 
means  of  transportation  1  Without  roads  and  ct- 
nals  to  your  forts  and  dock  yards,  the  purpose  ul 
dicated  by  their  establishment  would  be  physiciUy 
impracticable.  The  relation  here,  ketwees  t^ 
means  and  the  end,  is  not  only  direct,  immediite, 
and  appropriate,  but  absolutely  and  indispensaU|[ 
necessary.  Will  such  roads  and  canab  be  takes 
as  part  of  the  forts  and  dock  yards,  or  as  neoesssrj 
to  their  existence?  If  the  former,  then  the  paver 
belongs  to  that  class  which  is  conferred  by  express 
grant.  If  the  latter,  they  are  necessary  and  proper, 
and  are  classed  with  the  incidental  powers,  by  the 
plain  letter  of  the  Constitution. 

But,  it  is  said  that,  if  the  power  exist  to  cut 
roads  and  canals  for  forts  and  dockyards,  they 
must  be  limited  by  the  necessity  that  creates  them ; 
and  that,  having  created  them  for  these  nses,  tiie 
power  to  create  ceases,  with  the  use  in  which 
they  are  employed.  If  the  United  States  posses 
this  power  in  any  case,  it  obviates  most  of  tiie 
difficulty  offered  to  its  exercise,  in  all  cases ;  iiay 
much  as  it  develops  the  existence  of  this  power, 
without  involving  exclusive  jurisdiction,  but  car- 
rying a  right  of  property  in  the  soil,  and  a  coo- 
sequent  authoritv  to  enact  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations,  in  relation  to  that  property. 

Liet  us,  however,  Mr.  Chairman,  examine  this 
question,  so  far  as  it  is  an  incident  to  the  aggregate 
military  power  of  this  Government.    For  what 
end  is  this  power  given,  and  for  what  porp(»!e 
may  it  be  rightfully  employed  1    The  Coostitn- 
tion  supplies  the  answer ;  ^  for  the  com  moo  de- 
fence and  general  wel  fare."  I  shall  not  contend  that 
this  language  was  designed  to  infuse  power  into 
this  Confederation,  but  its  manifest  intent  v  to 
impose  an  obligation.    The  duty  which  it  enjoigs 
is  co-extensire  with  the  entire  limits  of  this  ex- 
panded and  expanding  Union.  Your  armies,  with 
all  the  circumstance  of  war,  are  to  be  marched 
and  transported  throughout  the  almost  bouodiess 
extent  of  these  States.   The  untrodden  wilderness 
is  to  be  traversed,  not  only  by  the  footsteps  of  the 
soldier,  but  all  the  munitions  of  war  mnst  accoo* 
pany  him.    What  means  are  most  plainly  adapt- 
ed 10  this  end  1    Qentlemen  have  said  that  poet 
roads  were  not  necessary,  on  the  part  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, because  population  precedes  the  necessity 
for  post  roads ;  and  that  highways  will  be  pro- 
vided, which  suffice  for  post  roads.    But,  caa  this 
be  the  case,  in  the  exertion  of  the  military  power? 
The  populated  portions  of  our  country  are  not  the 
usual  theatre  of  battles.    The  abode  of  civiliza- 
tion cannot  be  -visited  by  the  horrors  of  wtr  until 
the  frontier  is  passed.    There  often  exists  the 
strongest  necessity  to  transport  troops  to  the  most 
remote  quarter.    The-  peace,  the  safety,  and  the 


1829 


HISTORY  OF  CONQRBSS. 


1330 


FebruarTi  1824. 


Suroeps  fw  Road»  and  Canai$» 


H.  OF  R. 


lives  of  oar  people,  frequeatly  depend  upon  tbe 
rapidity  of  ihis  transportation.  As  a  mean  to  ao- 
complish  the  end,  to  discharge  the  most  sacred 
and  positive  duty  required  by  the  Constitution, 
roads  and  canals  are  strongly  necessary.  They 
are  so,  as  a  further  means  of  promoting  an  econ- 
omy of  treasure  and  of  blood.  Can  it  be  thought, 
that  this  necessity  exists  only  in  war?  Sir,  1 
kDow  no  power  belonging  to  this  Qoyernment, 
with  which  it  is  not  as  fully  clothed  in  peace  as 
io  war.  In  war,  when  all  the  resources  of  th^ 
nation  are  necessary  for  its  successful  operation, 
is  it  practicable  to  commence  and  prosecute  a  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements  1  Peace  is  the  sea- 
soQ  of  preparation.  In  war,  all  our  means  are 
w^anted  to  conduct  us  in  safety  through  its  perils. 
If  that  be  the  only  period  in  which  it  is  Constitu- 
tional to  create  military  roads,  it  is  alike  the 
period  when  it  is  utterly  impracticable,  and  if 
this  argument  be  just,  it  amounts  to  a  total 
denial  of  all  authority  over  this  subject.  A 
state  of  war  renders  it  impracticable,  although 
then  admitted  to  be  Constitutional ;  in  peace,  it 
is  alone  practicable — but,  according  to  this  argu- 
ment, it  is  then  unconstitutional.  The  effect  of 
this  mode  of  construction  is  to  demand  duties, 
and  deny,  at  the  same  moment,  the  means  of  dis- 
charging them.  As  an  incident  to  the  military 
power,  they  are  eminently  useful.  They  augment 
the  safety  of  the  nation  at  home,  and  mcrease  its 
respect  abroad.  In  this  view,  public  confidence 
is  enhanced,  while  foreign  nations  are  counselled 
to  respect  a  people,  at  all  times  ready  to  protect 
themselves;  tney  tend  to  promote  economy  in  the 
various  employment  and  expenditure  of  the  whole 
military  power  of  the  Union.  By  attaining  these 
great  oojects,'our  independence,  honor,  and  pros- 
perity, are  defended  and  secured ;  and,  if  so,  can 
there  exist  a  rational  doubt  that  they  are  neces- 
sary and  proper  in  providing  ibr  the  common  de- 
fence of  the  whole  United  States,  and  are  there- 
fore, Constitutional? 

I  begleave  to  offer  a  further  view  of  this  ques- 
tion. The  experience  of  past  ages,  and  the  coun- 
sels of  our  own  constitutions,  instruct  ns,  that  the 
chief  defence  of  a  free  people  must  rest  upon  its  mili- 
tia. Trained  to  arms,  and  conversant  with  their 
duties,  they  are  the  defenders  of  our  liberties,  not 
only  against  external  invasion,  but  against  those  in- 
ternal commotions,  the  consequences  of  unprinci- 
pled ambition.  To  the  assaults  of  a  naval  enemy, 
a  large  portion  of  our  country  is  peculiarly  vul- 
nerable. If  we  rely  upon  the  militia  as  an  arm 
of  defence,  it  behooves  us  to  provide  the  facilities 
of  rapid  transportation  to  each  assailable  point. 
Such  an  enemy  will  be  always  clothed  with  a 
capacity  to  fly  or  fight,  as  his  inclinations  may 
direct.  Your  means  of  resistance  must  eminently 
depend  upon  the  promptness  which  you  can  gather 
your  forces  around  him.  Should  you  not  provide 
these  facilities,  the  Qovernment  most  station  re- 
gular troops  at  the  numberless  assailable  points. 
Apart  from  the  vast  expense  of  such  a  military 
esublishment,  I  shudder  for  the  dangers  witn 
which  it  would  encompass  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple.   Standing  armies  have  always  been  viewed 


as  engines  of  despotism,  and  as-  hostile  to  the  ex- 
istence of  all  free  institutions.  The  kindred  af- 
fections, by  which  all  its  parts  are  tied  together, 
the  attachment  to  its  chiet,  which  is  locked  up  in 
the  arms  of  military  discipline,  the  esprit  du  eorps^ 
which  is  its  strongest  sentiment,  united  with  that 

Erinciple  which  counsels  man  to  feel  power  while 
e  forgets  right,  all  combine  to  fill  the  public 
mind  with  alarm  and  with  jealousy  towards  such 
establishments. 

Several  gentlemen,  who  have  participated  in 
the  debate,  admit  the  incidental  powers,  and  have 

fiven  us  a  rule  of  construction  wnich  limits  them, 
y  a  direct,  immediate,  and  appropriate  Telation 
to  the  end  designed ;  and  yet^  when  they  apply 
this  rule,  its  interpretation  denies  a  choice  of  all 
the  means  to  attain  the  end.  The  Constitution 
never  intended  to  deny  to  Congress  a  choice  of 
means.  Is  the  end  legitimate  ?  Is  it  plainly  and 
distinctly  within  the  scope  of  the  Constitution  7 
Then  all  the  incidents  necessary  and  proper  be- 
come the  subject  of  legislative  discretion.  The 
Constitution  confers  on  Congress  the  power  to 
call  forth  the  militia,  in  order  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tion, repel  invasion,  and  execute  the  laws.  Here 
the  end  is  expressly  declared,  and  the  means  is  ex- 
pressly indicated ;  and  yet,  I  presume,  none  will 
deny  that  we  have  power  to  execute  our  laws  by 
other  instruments  than  the  militia ;  that  we  may 
suppress  insurrections  by  the  regular  army,  or  that 
we  may  employ  the  same  force  to  repel  invasion* 
If  such  constructions  of  gentlemen  be  correct,  we 
should  be  compelled  to  rely  exclusively  upon  that 
mean  which  the  Constitution  directs  to  attain  the 
end  to  which  it  points.  If  these  walls  could  speak, 
or  rather  if  the  foundation  of  this  building  could 
instruct  us  by  its  warning  voice,  we  might  be  coun- 
selled of  the  dangerous  character  of  such  interpre- 
tations of  the  Constitution. 

The  alarm  expressed  in  relation  to  '*  State  rights,'^ 
is,  to  my  mind,  entirely  fallacious.  The  power 
sought  to  be  exerted,  is  only  seen  and  felt  m  the 
improving  hand  of  the  National  Government  over 
the  territories  of  the  States.  It  invades  no  right — 
it  trenches  upon  no  jurisdiction — it  is  only  known 
in  the  *^  biessings  it  confers."  The  National  Qov- 
ernment can  usurp  no  jurisdiction  over  the  States, 
and  all  the  enactments  of  Congress  upon  this  sub- 
ject, are  dependent  on  the  States  for  their  execu- 
tion. The  local  jurisdiction  is  not  only  unimpaired, 
but  this  dependence  of  the  one  Government  upon 
the  other,  to  the  extent  of  that  dependence,  en- 
larges the  power  of  the  States,  and  diminishes 
that  of  the  Union. 

The  time  was,  when  it  became  necessary  to 
augment  the  powers  of  the  States  to  their  utmost 
limits,  by  enlarged  rules  of  construction.  A  spirit 
of  encroachment  had  found  its  way  into  the  Ad- 
ministration of  the  Confi^eracy,  which  many  of  our 
wisest  heads  and  purest  hearts  believed  to  threaten 
the  preservation  of  popular  government.  The 
freedom  of  the  press  was  trammelled  and  the  lib- 
erty of  speech  denied.  It  was  in  the  State  govern- 
ments alone,  that  these  rights  were  fully  possessed. 
Upon  their  ramparts  the  banner  of  resistance  was 
planted ;  and  through  their  agency  a  revolution 
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of  public  sentiment  wss  achieved,  whieh  «Uaved 
the  fears  of  the  people,  and  staged  the  restless 
march  of  power.  In  the  ardor  of  patriotic  devo- 
tion, and  in  the  zeal  which  a  glorious  cause  in- 
spired, it  is  not  matter  of  surprise,  that  a  sphere  of 
aotion  should  be  allotted  to  the  States,  whieh 
sxught  be  incompatible  with  the  full  exertion  of 
all  the  functions  of  the  confederated  government. 
The  events  of  the  late  war  supply  us  with  aome 
monitory  lessons  upon  this  subject.  These  cannot 
be  forgotten ;  some  of  them  are  traced  in  blood, 
and  others  will  Ions  remain  as  monuments  of  hu- 
man error,  and 'Of  the  fallacy  of  those  errors  where 
*' reason  is  left  free  to  combat  them.''  Does  the 
honorable  member  from  Vermont  recoUect  that, 
under  the  pretext  of  State  rights,  the  Qovernor 
and  Captain  General  of  his  own  State  invoked 
his  militia,  by  proclamation,  to  abandon  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  at  the  very  moment  a  .pow- 
erful foe  was  endeavoring  to  devastate  our  northern 
frontier,  and  to  whelm  it  in  the  horrors  of  war  ? 
Whose  patriot  yeomanry  wear  the  honors  of  re- 
pelling with  scorn  and  indignation  this  unworthy 
invitation  ?  What  but  those  roles  of  rigid  con- 
struction supplied  some  of  the  Northern  members 
of  this  Confederacy,  with  the  hollow  pretence  of 
State  rights,  to  strip  the  national  arm  of  some  of 
the  most  salutary  powers?  Nor  was  this  all ; 
measores  were  concerted,  to  arrest  and  divert  the 
revenue  of  the  nation  ;  a  convention  of  delq^rates 
assembled,  whose  agents  were  deputed  to  beard 
the  Government  in  the  moment  of  its  greatest  ex- 
tremity ;  to  paralyze  the  measures  of  resistance, 
and  to  proclaim  its  impotence  to  an  arrogant  and 
insulting  foe,  who  openlv  threatencMil  to  lay  waste 
every  assailable  point ;  tue  camp  itself  became  the 
forom  of  Constitutional  exposition ;  no  one  who 
cherishes  an  exulting  pride  in  the  glory  of  his 
country,  or  that  has  a  heart  to  feel  for  its  calami- 
ties, can  forffet  the  scene  before  ^ueenstown.  A 
^lant  chiei  conducted  our  undiseipUned  troops 
into  the  enemy's  country.  Victory  had  already 
perched  upon  our  standard,  when  the  co-operat- 
uig  aid  of  expeoted  reinforcements  was  suddenly 
checked  by  Constitutional  diffiouldes.  Disasters 
speedily  clustered  over  our  hopes,  and  a  nation's 
honor  wept  and  blushed  over  the  wasted  blood  of 
our  people,  and  the  sullied  lustre  of  our  arms.  A 
coostnictton  widely  different  was  given  by  the 
people  of  the  West,  and  as  different  was  the  result. 
They  sought  the  foe^  they  fought  and  conquered 
him ;  triumph  sat  upon  their  brow,  and  the  joy  of 
victory  ffladdened  a  nation's  heart  A  practical 
illustration  is  here  presented  of  these  two  systems 
of  Constitutional  construction. 

It  is  time  to  adopt  just  and  wholesome  princi- 
ples of  interpretation.  I  have  no  pleasure  in  re- 
ferring to  instances  of  delinqueAcy,  nor  should  I 
have  done  so,  but  for  the  anxious  fears  which 
gentlemen  expiess  for  the  rights  of  the  States,  and 
an  apprehension  of  a  departure  from  thos^  rules 
of  construction  which  they  deemsaered.  For  the 
preservation  of  those  rights,  I  feel  a  solicitude  as 
deep  and  anxious  as  any  member  here.  While  I 
cherish  this  sentiment,  I  cannot  be  insensible  to  the 
dangers  of  their  eneroaehnMnt«    Some  of  the 


events  to  which  I  have  alluded  gire  me  tvat  io 
fear,  that,  in  times  of  public  trooUe,  there  is 
greater  danger  of  anarchy  among  the  mnobeis  &. 
uiis  confederation,  than  of  tyranny  in  itsbeii 

The  agency  of  the  States  in  the  orgtoic  «iab- 
lishment  of  this  Government  must  at  ill  lime 

?[ive  them  great  power.  Let  the  States  withkdd 
rom  the  Union  its  means  of  providing  i  Soste 
and  Executive,  and  this  €k>vemmeat  most  it  once 
moulder  in  its  ruins.  So  long  as  esch  is  dmj 
awake  to  a  sense  of  the  blesstnn  this  UaioBesft- 
fers,  and  of  the  oUigations  which  it  imposo,!  fee 
no  danger-^he  system  will  continue  one  han^ 
nions  and  consistent  whole.  When  poliiicil  cor- 
ruptions shall  have  confounded  these  oUJgatia: 
it  will  be  in  vain  that  we  seek  safety  is  the  wte- 
ten  forms  of  the  Constitution — ^it  seeds  sot  i 
*' prophet's  fire"  to  foretell  its  dissolutioo.  Oc 
best  seeuritv  is  to  be  found  in  the  virtue  sod  isia- 
Ugence  of  tne  people.  Jealous  of  their  rights,  asc 
rich  in  this  ponsession,  I  ask  no  pledge  out  i^ 
unceasing  vigilance. 
I  must  beg  leave,  ia  clo^ng,  to  exoress  mj  f- 

fret  that  a  ffentleman  from  Penney Ivsnii  {yt 
iTBWART)  should  have  deemed  this  a  fit  occt^its 
to  complain  of  what  he  considers  the  Virgi 
princi  pies  of  construction.    Sir,  it  is  to  these 
cipln  that  this    Union   is  eminently  iodel 
Tney  gave  beinff  to  your  Constitution,  and  a  si 
to  your  national  independence.    They  stayed 
wild  career  of  a  mad  and  faithless  Ad  mi 
tion,  and  4irrested  the  giant  strides  of  smbi 
They  cherished  that  love  of  country  which 
played  its  generous  and  fearless  spirit  is  efi 
theatre  where  danger  menaced,  or  where  d 
summoned.    They  gave  lo  liberty  a  resting 
among  us,  and  diffused  its  blessings  throogli 
land.    They  teach  us  to  promote  public 
ity,  to  cherish  kindred  sympathies^  to  cemeQi 
bonds  of  union,  to  perpetuate  these  blessing 
posterity.    And,  believing  that  this  bill  may 
ister  to  these  beneficent  purposes^  1  shall  cordaiJ 
give  it  my  .support. 
When  Mr.  JBarbodr  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  the  geaik 
man  from  New  York  (Mr.  Storrs)  wouU 
from  the  q»eech  of  his  colleague  (Mr.  J.  S. 
bour)  who  had  just  sat  down,  that  with  i 
to  the  Constitutional  doctrines  which  he  had 
sidered  as  peculiarly  Virginian,  there  was 
what  of  the  same  diversity  in  Virginia  as  io  <h^ 
States;  and  he  ought  to  have  recollected  that 
same  doctrines  had  been  xealously  supported 
one  gentleman  from  his  own  State,  (Mr.  Wc-o 
and  another  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Mallaht.) 
had  also  charaecerixed  the  arguments  biougbt!| 
support  a  rigid  construction  of  the  ConstitQtwB^ 
Virginia  metaphysics,  and  it  was  not  the  first  ta\ 
that  the  remark  had.  been  made  in  that  H«^ 
But  if  any  blame  was  to  be  attached  to  leiuN 
the  arguraei^t  turn  on  mere  political  abstraciica^ 
the  other  side  must  come  in  for  their  full  shaiti^ 
they  had  drawn  the  nicest  distinctions  betvecj 
municipal  powers,  and  national  and  political  &« 
various  other  species  of  powers.    Mr.  T.  said  ^ 
should  not  follow  their  example,'both  beeaose^ 
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had' no  talent  for  that  species  of  reasoDingy-and 
because,  after  tbe  proposition  is  established  that 
the  power  in  question  is  municipal  or  national,  or 
of  any  other  particular  class,  nothing  is  gained  in 
the  argument,  and  the  parties  are  still  left  to  differ 
about  the  meaning  of  the  terms.  He  should  keep 
clear  of  these  refinements,  and  endeavor  to  adhere, 
in  the  discussion,  to  the  dictates  of  plain  common 
sense.  And,  although  he  did  not  promise  himself 
that  he  shoqid  change  a  aingle  yote  in  the  Com- 
mittee, it  was  possible  that  what  he  might  say 
might  have  some  effect  elsewhere  |  and,  though  it 
may  fail  to  convince,  it  might  excite  some  trains 
of  thoug[ht  that  may  be  improved  by  others  pos- 
sessed ot  greater  powers  than  his  own. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  was  sorr/that  so  much  time  had 
been  expended  in  this  debate  to  prove  the  advan- 
tages of  roads  and  canals.  This  was  surely  un* 
necessary  in  the  present  day*  A  large  portion  of 
the  labor  of  every  country  is  expended,  not  in 
producing  useful  commodities,  but  in  conveying 
them  from  the  parts  where  they  are  redundant  to 
those  where  tl\ey  are  wanted ;  and'  the  saving  in 
this  labor  of  transportation,  afforded  by  roads  and 
canals,  often  makes  the  difference  between  a  rich 
and  a  poor  country.  He  was  as  sensible  of  their 
advantages  as  any  one,  and  had  been  always 
ready  to  contribute  his  ieeble  aid  in  imparting 
them  to  the  State  of  which  he  was  a  Representa- 
ti  ve.  But  he  was  opposed  to  the  system  of  which 
the  present  bill  proposed  to  lay  the  foundation, 
not  only  because  it  was  beyond  the  sphere  of  the 
powers  confided  to  us  by  the  Constitution,  but 
because  he  thought  it  of  dangerous  political  ten- 
dency, with  regard  to  the  relative  powers  of  the 
General  and  State  Governments,  and  unwise  as  a 
measure  of  national  economy. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  did  not  propose  to  say  much  on 
the  constitutionality  of  the  bill,  as  that  branch  of 
the  subject  had  been  already  very  fully  and  ably 
discussed.  He  should,  howeVer,  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee with  some  remarks  on  the  clause  respect- 
ing post  ofiices  and  post  roads,  in  the  examination 
of  which,  he  hoped  he  should  be  excused  for  in- 
dulging in  verbal  criticism.  In  doing  so,  he 
should  but  follow  the  example  of  the  Speaker — 
and,  indeed,  when  the  meaning  of  a  clause  in  the 
<>onstitution  turns  on  a  si^le  word,  as  in  this 
case,  and  its  meaning  is  disputed,  there  is  no  other 
mode  of  ascertaining  the  meaning  of  that  instru^ 
meat.  He  thought  tbe  meaning  could  be  missed 
only  by  too^  much  subtlety  and  refinement,  as 
many  who  might  have  found  gold,  if  they  had 
confined  themselves  to  the  surface,  had  lost  it  by 
searching  too  deep  for  it.  The  Speaker  disclaims 
all  other  sources  of  the  power  to  make  roads  and 
canals,  than  is  to  be  found  in  this  clause.  If  it 
is  here,  it  is  given  by  the  word  establish.  He  says, 
establish  means  to  originate  and  create^  rather 
than  to  adopt  or  designate.  I,  in  part,  agree  with 
him,  said  Mr.  T. ;  but  it  often  signifies  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other.  The  simple  import  of  the 
word  is,  to  give  stability  to,  and  the  object  thus 
made  stable,  may  originate  at  the  same  time,  or 
it  may  not.  Mr.  T.  here  gave  several  illustrations 
of  the  meaning  of  the  word,  in  all  of  which,  it 


signified  to  give  stability  of  some  kind-^of  truth, 
or  certainty,  or  law.  In  no  case  of  legislation 
does  it  import  a  physical  act,  but  merely  to  give 
to  some  subject  the  stability  of  law.  But,  if  it  be 
admitted  that  it  is  synonymous  with  make  or  cre- 
ate, it  would  not  advance  the  purposes  of  the  ar- 
ffuroent,  as  it  would  simply  mean,  to  create  by 
kgislative  enactment. 

Nor  has  the  Speaker  adverted  to  the  difference 
between  establishing  a  road  and  a  post  road.  Jhe 
State  might  make  a  road,  while  the  act  of  Con*- 
ffress  made  the  post  road,  which  distinction  Mr. 
T.  further  illustrated  by  examples.  If  any  doubt, 
said  he,  exists  on  this  subject,  the  sense  in  which 
the  word  has  been  invariably  used  by  the  Legis- 
lature, from  the  origin  of  the  Government,  ought 
to  be  considered  as  the  correct  one;  and  our 
statute  book  is  filled  with  instances  of  post  roads 
that  have  been  established,  thotigh  no  roads  have 
been  made.  But,  again,  Mr.  Chairman,  tbe  word 
establish  has  not  a  stronger  signification  than  the 
words  abolish  or  disanUinue,  which  are  used  in 
contradistinction  to  it ;  and  yet,  when  yre  speak 
of  discontinuing  a  post  road,  no  one  considers  it 
as  stopping  up.  or  even  discontinuing,  the  road 
itself,  but  merely  as  depriving  it  of  the  property 
of  being  the  channel  of  conveyance  for  the  mail, 
which  the  law  had  imparted  to  it;  and,  in  like 
manner,  to  estal^lish  a  post  road  is  nothing  more 
than  tojrive  to  a  road  the  same  property. 

Mr.  T.  said  that,  in  expounding  the  Constitu^ 
tion,  he  had  made  it  a  rule,  ever  since  he  had  had  a 
seat  on  that  floor,  to  avoid  refinements  of  construc- 
tion as  much  as  possible,  and  to  understand  the 
language  as  it  was  used  by  persons  of  plain  com- 
ropn  sense;  and  this  for  two  reasons-^one  was, 
that  its  wise  framers  no  doubt  intended  that  the 
words  of  an  instrument  which  was  made  in  the 
name  of  the  people,  and  meant  to  act  on  the  peo- 
ple, should  be  taken  in  their  popular  signification ; 
and  another  was,  because,  on  ail  controverted  qoes* 
tions  about  the  Constitution,  the  people,  from 
whom  all  power  is  derived,  must  be,  at  their  elec- 
tions, if  no  where  else,  its  final  arbiters  and  ex- 
pounders. Let  us  then  apply  this  rule  of  construc- 
tion. What  are  the  words  that  would  have  been 
probably  used  if  the  Constitution  had  meant  to 

five  the  power  contended  for?  These  would 
ave  been  tnake  or  construct^  and  not  establish;  and 
let  me  ask,  if  one  was  to  inquire  who  established 
a  particular  post  road,  would  the  inquiry  be  un- 
derstood to  apply  to  the  construction  of  the  road 
its^f,  or  to  the  property  or  quality  which  the  law 
had  imparted  to  it  i  Would  any  one  think  of  the 
spades  and  shovels  by  which  the  road  was  made, 
or  merely  of  the  Legislature  which  had  converted 
it  into  a  mail  route  i 

But  again,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  T.,  the 
power  of  constructing  roads,  insisted  on  by  the 
advocates  of  this  bill,  is  a  much  greater  power 
than  that  of  making  them  the  channels  of  con- 
veying the  mail.  It  is  greater  in  the  cost  of  exe- 
cuting it,  and  greater  in  its  bearings  and  conse- 
quences. A  gentleman  from  Penubylvania  (Mr. 
STfiWAaT)  has  told  us,  that  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting the  mail  on  the  Cumberland  road  was 
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formerly  sixty  dollars  per  mile,  (now  tedaced  to 
thirty,)  irat  the  cost  of  constructing  it  has  been,  I 
believe,  upwards  of  ten  thousand  per  mile,  the  in- 
terest of  which  is  ten  times  the  cost  of  transporting 
the  mail.  Now,  supposing  the  words  to  be  am- 
biguous in  their  meaning,  is  it  reasonable  to  con- 
strue them  to  give  the  larger  power,  when  the 
smaller  will  satisfy  the  words,  and  when  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  could  so  easily  have 
used  the  unequivocal  language  of  making  or  con- 
structing roads,  if  it  had  been  their  intention  to 
give  such  power  ? 

Mr.  T.  then  remarked,  that  perhaps  he  had  said 
more  than  was  necessary  to  show  that  this  clause 
did  not  specifically  five  the  power  to  construct 
roads,  as  nearly  all  the  gentlemen  who  had  fol- 
lowed the  Speaker  had  virtually  given  up  this 
point  by  deriving  the  power  from  some  other  part 
of  the  Constitution.  But  some,  who  could  not 
persuade  themselves  it  could  be  found  in  the  right 
to  establish  post  roads,  think  that  it  may  be  found 
in  that  clause  which  gives  all  powers  that  are 
necessary  and  proi)er  for  carrying  the  specific 
powers  into  execution;  and  that  the  power  to 
construct  roads  is  a  necessary  power  to  give  ef- 
fect to  the  power  of  establishing  post  roads,  in  the 
limited  sense  in  which  we  understand  it.  But, 
said  Mr.  T.,  the  Constitution  was  made  for  men 
and  things  as  they  are,  not  as  they  possibly  might 
be.  It  did  not  mean  to  provide  for  extreme  and 
highly  improbable  cases,  and  I  entirely  concur 
with  the  Speaker,  that  it  is  unfair  to  test  the 
Constitution  by  remote  possibilities.  Those  who 
framed  it  knew  that  wherever  there  were  people 
there  were  roads;  that  these  must,  necessarily,  go 
hand  in  hand  with  settlement  and  population ;  that 
their  own  convenience,  their  necessities,  would 
compel  them  to  make  roads  to  their  ordinary  mar- 
kets, their  courthouses,  their  places  of  worship. 
%\r.  our  whole  territory  is  intersected  with  roads, 
and  there  is  not,  perhaps,  a  square  of  three  miles 
in  the  United  States,  having  a  population  of  ten 
persons  on  it,  in  which  there  is  not  a  road  suffi- 
cient for  the  transportation  of  the  mail.  Nothing, 
then,  can  be  more  unnecessary  than  such  a  power 
in  Congress ;  and  when  we  remember  with  what 
a  cautious  and  jealous  spirit  power  was  doled  out 
to  the  Qeneral  Government  by  the  States,  it  may 
fairly  be  presumed  that,  if  they  had  imagined  the 
case  m  which  the  General  Government  had  wanted 
a  road  in  oj)position  to  the  wishes  of  the  State 
through  which  it  was  to  pass,  they  would  not 
have  granted  the  power.  Sir,  no  questions  excite 
more  interest,  or  are  litigated  with  more  warmth, 
than  disputes  about  roads.  In  Virginia,  contests 
concerning  them  are  often  carried  on  through  all 
the  courts  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest;  and  the 
question  is  not  there,  as  it  commonly  is  in  more 
thickly  settled  countries,  who  shall  have  a  road 
near  him,  but  who  shall  get  rid  of  it,  because  it 
often  imposes  on  the  landholder  the  burden  of  ad- 
ditional fencing.  When  they  found  that  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  jurisdiction  by  their  own  courts 
excited  so  much  heart-burning  and  contention 
among  the  people,  it  is  one  of  the  last  powers 
they  would  have  surrendered  to  a  GKovernment 


that  was  new,  and  in  a  manner  foreign  to  then. 
Sir,  in  such  extreme  cases  as  have  been  supposed 
to  show  the  necessity  of  this  power,  we  most 
always  rely  on  the  discretion  and  good  sense  of 
those  on  whom  the  Constitution  was  intended  to 
operate,  and  it  was  no  more  necessary  to  proride 
for  them  on  this  subject,  than  it  was  to  provide 
for  compelling  the  States  to  choose  Senstors  or 
Electors.  They  will  do  so  for  their  own  sakes^ 
and  the  moment  a  law  fof  that  purpose  becomes 
necessary,  it  ceases  to  have  operation,  and  tbe 
Government  becomes  dissolved.  Against  these 
remote  contingencies,  the  good  sense  and  good 
feelings  of  the  people  are  the  only  securitjr. 

But,  it  has  been  said,  that,  if  Congress  do  nc: 
possess  the  power  of  making  roads,  a  State  mai 
obstruct  the  mail  when  it  pleases.  But,  can  aor 
thing  be  more  improbable  than  the  supposiiici 
that  the  people  will  deny  themselves  thecoore- 
nience  and  benefits  of  the  mail,  of  hearing  froo 
distant  friends,  of  corresponding  on  business,  cf 
gratifying  their  curiosity,  for  the  mere  purpose  cf 
thwarting  th^  General  Government  1  Sir,  in  i!g 
times  of  the  most  violent  party  spirit,  in  the  bor 
test  opposition  that  the  Government  has  erer  ei- 
p«rienced,  no  one,  not  even  the  Hartford  Conre«- 
tion,  would  have  purposely  given  any  obstmctioo! 
to  the  mail.  Thev  were  all  anxious  togettbc 
news ;  and  it  is  absurd  (if  so  indecorous  an  ex- 
pression may  be  allowed)  to  suppose  that  men  are 
to  act  against  their  most  natural  feelings  a^d 
their  plainest  interests.  If,  however,  there  shoaii 
be  occasional  instances  of  wilful  ol^structioo.  Ok 
law  may  act  on  the  individual,  and  that  affori* 
sufficient  secarity  to  the  interests  of  the  Genera! 
Goveroment. 

Mr.  T.  said  it  was  unnecessary  to  take  op  fa- 
ther time  on  this  clause ;  he  would,  however,  be 
fore  he  dismissed  it,  make  a  single  remark  n 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
SroRilci,)  who  had  supported  the  Speaker's  coa- 
structtoB  of  this  clause.  In  one  particular,  sail 
T.,  I  aeree  with  him.  If,  to  esiaUMy  means  lo 
create,  f  admit  that  he  has  established  the  pris- 
ciple  he  insists  on ;  for,  it  is  not  to  be  fouod  ia 
the  Constitution.  But  this  is  a  sense  in  which  I 
beliere  f^w  will  concur  with  us. 

Mr.  T.  now  adverted  to  the  power  of  regnlatia^ 
commerce,  from  which  the  gentleman  from  D^' 
ware,  (Mr.  MoLane,)  derived  the  power  of  con- 
structing roads,  and  said,  that  he  should  not  at- 
tempt to  answer  the  ingenious  arguments  of  that 
gentleman,  both  because  he  had  not  found  leissr? 
to  investigate  this  branch  of  the  subject,  and  be- 
cause he  anticipated  a  full  and  satisfactory  aosver 
to  it,  from  one  of  his  colleagues,  who  would  follow 
him  in  the  debate.  He  would,  however,  remark. 
that,  if  that  gentleman  had  trusted  less  to  political 
abstractions  and  technical  distinctions  about  tlr; 
different  species  of  power,  and  consulted  the  ^ 
sense  for  which  he  is  so  distinguished,  he  vrodi 
hare  been  conducted  to  very  di&rent  conclusioas. 
He  had  given  an  extent  of  .signification  to  the  word 
**  regulate,"  which  was  justified  neither  by  ihf  in*' 
port  of  the  word  itself,  by  the  history  of  the  Con- 
stitution, nor  by  other  parts  of  that  instronieff- 
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Ir.  T.  i»aid  be  would  caii  the  atteotion  of  the  ge»- 
Leman  from  Delaware,  to  a  clause  that  had  not 
leen  adverted  to  io  debate,  and  wouid  appeal  to 
lis  candor,  whether  it  did  not  present  a  serious 
lifficulty  to  his  construction  of  the  Constiiution. 
rbat  g^entleman  derives  the  right  to  make  roads, 
rocn  the  right  to  resulate  the  internal  commerce 
>eiiiv^eeii  the  States,  by  land  as  well  as  by  water ; 
)ut  a  clause  in  the  9th  section  of  the  1st  article,  pro- 
libits   Congress  from  making  any  discrimination 
n  favor  of  the  ports  of  one  State,  over  those  of  an- 
Dtber.     And  it  is  fair  to  presume,  that  they  might 
iiave  given  such  preference,  but  for  the  prohibition. 
No^r,  if  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  is  right, 
that  we  have  the  right  of  regulating  internal  com- 
merce between  the  States,  it  follows,  that  Con- 
gress may  make  unjust  discrimination  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  country,  which,  they  are  restrained 
from  making  at  the  ports.    There  can  be  no  rea- 
son for  this  distinction.    The  Stales  meant  to  se- 
cure to  themselves  perfect  equality,  on  this  delicate 
and  important  subject*    But,  to  what  purpose  for- 
bid discrimination  at  the  ports,  if  it  could  be  made 
on  roads  ^ad  canals?    The  only  answer  that  can 
be  given  is,  that  the  commerce  on  the  latter  was 
never  contemplated,  and  the  coasting  trade  was 
all  that  was  intended  by  the  trade  between  the 
Slates.    The  gentleman  from  Delaware  also  said, 
thai  if  Congress,  under  its  express  power  to  regu- 
late commerce  among  the  States,  had  not  also  the 
power  to  facilitate  it,  by  making  roads  and  canals, 
It  would  be  in  the  power  of  any  State  to  obstruct 
the  trade  between  other  States,  which  passed 
through  it;  but  there  was  sufficient  protection 
against  this  mischief,  in  that  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  secures  to  the  citizens  of  one  State 
the  privileges  of  every  other,  taken  along  with  that 
regard  which  every  State  may  be  expected  to  have 
to  its  interests.    The  evil  was  too  remote  and  im- 
probable, to  have  made  the  power  contended  for, 
necessary,  or  to  furnish  any  argument  for  its  exist- 
ence. 

As  to  the  power  of  Consress  to  make  war,  to 
raise  and  support  armiesy  Mr.  T.  said,  he  could 
not  see  how  that  could  be  made  to  give  the  power 
to  adopt  a  system  of  internal  improvement    It  is 
true,  it  may  be  occasionally  necessary  to  make 
a  load  or  canal  to  a  fort  or  an  arsenal,  but  in  this 
case,  the  road  or  canal  is  a  mere  appendage  to  the 
military  worki    It  is,  in  (act,  a  part  of  the  work 
itselL    Yet  that  circumstance  can  no  more  give  a 
power  to  make  roads  or  canals  over  the  whole 
Union,  than  to  extend  anv  other  operation  which 
the  Government  may  find  it  convenient  to  carry 
oa  within  the  limits  of  their  exclusive  jurisdiction. 
Such  a  power  cannot  be  neoessary  to  the  exercise 
of  the  military  power,  as  we  have  raised  and  sup- 
ported armies. in  two  wars,  without  making  roads 
and  canals ;  nor  has  any  nation  in  Europe  found 
the  direct  exercise  of  this  power,  though  it  is  in- 
dubitably possessed,  essential  to  its  military  ope- 
rations, except  in  the  way  that  it  has  been  exercised 
here  during  the  temporary  exigencies  of  war. 

But|  Mr*  Chairman,  said  Mr.  T.,  if  we  had  this 
power,  there  seems  to  me  to  be  strong  reasons  why 
we  should  not  exerciae  it.    And  I  would  ask  tb« 


further  patience  of  the  Committee,  while  I  ofier 
some  objections  to  the  bill  which  seem  to  me  to  de- 
serve their  seriops  consideration.  It  is  very  clear, 
that,  if  we  engage  in  a  general  system  of  internal 
improvement,  it  will  bring  with  it  an  extensive 
exercise  of  internal  legislation.  Large  sums  of 
money  must  be  drawn  irom  the  people,  and  again 
expended  in  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals. 
It.  must  take  a  good  deal,  also,  to  keep  them  in  re- 
pair, as  every  rain  that  falls,  and  every  frost  does 
them  more  or  less  of  injury.  The  construction 
and  superintendence  of  these  public  works  will  re- 
quire a  lon^  train  of  officers ;  for  it  is  conceded 
that  the  United  Stales  are^  themselves,  to  conduct 
roads  and  canals,  and  not  by  the  agency  of  incorpo- 
rated companies — and  you  can  act  only  by  means  of 
delegated  power.  There  must  also  be  new  tribu- 
nals erected  to  enforce  the  numerous  contracts 
which  the  system  implies,  and  to  punish  the  inju- 
ries to  which  the  works  will  be  exposed,  as  the 
State  courts  refuse  to  exereise  jurisdiction  under 
your  laws.  All  this  apparatus  must  occasion  a 
prodigious  accession  to  the  power  and  influence  of 
the  General  Government,  and  especially  to  the 
Executive  branch  of  it.  Mr.  Chairman^  our  ay»- 
tern  of  Government  is  admirably  adapted  to  our 
circumstances.  No  other  could  secure  the  bles- 
sings of  civil  liberty  to  so  extensive  a  territory, 
with  such  diversified  interests.  But  it  is  evident 
that  its  preservation  depends  upon  some  very  deli- 
cate  circumstances,  which  are  necessary  to  main« 
tain  the  just  equilibrium  between  the  power  of  the 
General  Government  and  that  of  the  States.  It 
is  a  problem  yet  to  be  solved,  to  which  of  the  two 
opposite  dangers,  of  consolidation  and  disunion,  we 
are  most  exposed.  I  know  that  tome  of  the  most 
patriotic  and  far-sighted  men  in  the  nation  have 
difiered  on  this  question.  In  forming  our  opinion 
on  it,  we  can  draw  no  lights  from  historv,  and 
have  to  rel^  solely  on  our  own  powers  of  reflection 
and  sagacity.  But  whatever  may  have  been  the 
relative  strength  of  the  two  powers  at  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  there  is  an  obvious  cause  for 
the  continual  increase  in  the  power  of  the  Gkneral 
Government  to  he  found  in  the  multiplication  of 
the  States.  As  the  number  of  these  increases,  the 
relative  weight  of  each  proportionally  diminishes. 
Thus  Virginia,  when  the  General  Government 
first  went  into  operation,  was  about  one-sixth  of 
the  Union,  now  she  is  not  more  than  one-tenth. 
Virginia  and  Maryland  together  have  not  mora 
relative  weight  than  Virginia  had  alone.  But  il 
is  clear  that  the  same  power,  divided  between  two 
States,  cannot  act  with  the  same  effect  as  when  it 
is  united  in  one;  and  that  they  are  not  likely  to 
act  as  efficiently  in  opposing  the  measures  of 
the  General  Government,  either  by  means  of  their 
Representatives,  or  by  operating  on  public  opinion. 
Even  if  we  suppose  them  actuated  by  the  same 
views,  and  coH>perating  in  the  same  course  of  op- 
position, still  the  jealousies  and  dissensions  of  al- 
lies are  proverbiaf,  and  are  founded  in  the  strong- 
est principles  of  our  nature.  And  whether  the  ob- 
ject of  the  General  Government  be  to  pass  a  sedi- 
tion law,  to  repeal  a  judiciary  law,  to  incorporate 
a  banky  or  to  adopt  a  system  of  roads  and  canals. 
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Carolina  to  improve  the  naviffation  of  the  Roa- 
noke, and  by  concurrent  Legiuajlive  acts,  without 
asking  your  consent,  they  incorporated  a  joint 
stock  company,  which  has  lately  acciomphsbed 
its  objects.  The  States  of  Maryland  and  Virgi- 
nia have  in  the  same  manner  united  in  making 
the  Potomac  Canal. 

Mr.  T.  said  that,  before  he  sat  down,  he  woulfl 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  cel^ 
brated  report  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  on  which  some  of 
the  advocates  of  this  bill  had  so  much  relied.  It 
would  appear  that  the  power  which  they  now 
deem  so  clear,  it  was  then  taken  for  granted, 
Congress  did  not  possess,  (and  here  he  read  a 
passage  from  the  report.)  He  thought  this  ouffht 
to  produce  in  their  minds  some  doubts  whether 
they  really  possessed  this  power.  But,  if  we  had 
the  power,  and  no  dangers  were  to  be  appre- 
hended to  the  just  equiUbrium  which  ought  to 
exist  among  the  different  branches  of  our  com- 
plex system  of  Government,  still  the  example  of 
England  ought  to  teach  us  that  the  proposed  plan 
of  making  roads  and  canals  is  not  a  wise  one. 
He  had  much  more  to  say,  but  he  had  already  tres- 

?assed  too  long  on  the  patience  of  the  Committee, 
(e  hoped  the  Committee  mi^ht  be  induced  to 
take  some  of  his  suggestions  into  consideration  ; 
and  he  begged  them  to  remember  that  our  legis- 
lation at  the  present  time  went  far  to  give  to  our 
Government  its  future  character ;  that  this  nation 
was,  as  yet,  comparatively  in  its  infancy,  and 
*'  as  the  twig  is  bent  the  tree's  inclined." 

Mr.  RivE8  followed  Mr.  Tucker  on  the  same 
side;  and,  having  made  some  progress  in  his 
speech,  gave  way  at  4  o'clock  for  a  motion  to 
rise,  when  the  Committee  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 


Wednssray,  February  4. 

Mr.  McCoT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims^ 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Joshua  Bennett, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Vim  TON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  12th  ultimo, 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  concerning  pre-emption  rights  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas ;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  state- 
ments of  all  contracts  made  by  the  War  Depart- 
xnent  in  the  year  1823 ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, accompanying  a  statement  exhibiting  the 
duties  accruinff  on  merchandise  imported,  and 
drawback  payable  on  merchandise  exported,  dur- 
ing the  years  1820,  1821,  and  1822;  which  was 
also  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Cooke, 
(calline  for  certain  information  respecting  the  Pea 
Patch,;  was  c«Ued  up,  and  adopted. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  NEwrofi,  the  bill  for  issaing 
a  register  to  the  brig  William,  of  New  York,  was 
taken  up. 

.    Mr.  N.  read  the  report  on  which  the  bill  was 
founded* 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  documents. 

[This  vessel  had  a  British  rejj^ister,  was  strand- 
ed, got  off,  again  sunk,  was  raised,  and  brougbt 
into  the  port  of  New  York,  and  there  underwent 
such  repairs  as  made  her  virtually  a  new  vessel; 
and  by  the  British  navigation  laws  had,  in  conse- 
quence, forfeited  her  register.] 

A  conversation  arose  on  this  subject,  in  whicli 
Messrs.  Newton  and  Cambreleno  advocatei 
and  Messrs.  Foot,  Cocke,  andMcLAME,  opposed 
the  passase  of  the  hill  to  a  third  reading;  and,oo 
motion  of  Mr.  McLaxe,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

8DRVKY8  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  House  then  a^ain  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  provision  for  sur- 
veys, &c.,  on  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  Rives  said  if  the  importance  of  any  ques- 
tion can  give  it  a  claim  to  attention,  none  is  more 
worthy  of  profound  consideration  than  the  one 
now  under  discussion.  It  is,  in  the  first  place,  a 
question  of  Constitutional  right,  involving  the 
true  interpretation  of  that  instrument,  from  which 
we  derive  our  existence  as  an  independent  mem- 
ber of  the  Government,  and  to  which  we  are 
bound,  bv  the  highest  obliflntions^  to  conform  to 
our  legislative  conduct.  But  this,  although  the 
most  important  aspect  which  any  subject  can  as- 
sume, under  a  limited  Constitution,  is  not  the 
only  interest  which  belongs  to  the  present  ques- 
tion. Its  decision  must  have  a  pervading  influ- 
ence upon  the  future  policy  of  the  country.  If 
that  decision  should  be  in  favor  of  the  power  con- 
tended for  by  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  it  will  be 
come  the  foundation  of  a  system  of  legislation 
which  1  cannot  regard  otherwise  than  as  iaao- 
spicious  to  the  liberties  and  dangerous  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  nation.  Under  these  impressioasi 
incompetent  as  I  am  to  do  justice  to  the  siibject, 
or  in  any  degree  to 'match  the  ability  which  has 
been  so  conspicuously  exhibited  in  its  discoKioo, 
I  am  yet  urged  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  contribute 
the  small  mite  of  my  hupable  exertions  io  defeace 
of  what  I  deem  the  cause  of  the  Constitution,  aod 
the  principles  of  sound  policy.  I  am  aware,  Mr* 
Chairman,  that,  in  investigations  of  this  sort,  ^o* 
eral  reasonings  from  the  spirit  of  the  Coi^titu- 
tioo  are  not  ahsolutely  conclusive.  The  ultiosfe 
inquiry  must  be,  what  the  framers  of  the  Coosti- 
tution  have  done,  as  evidenced  by  the  insuumest 
itself,  rather  than  what  they  intended  to  do.  But 
if  we  can  ascertain  what  was  the  leading  i&t<ui- 
tion  by  which  they  were  guided,  in  orgaoizing 
the  powers  of  the  Government,  a  strong  presump- 
tion arises  that  they  have  done  nothing  iocoDsi^- 
ent  with  that  intention.  What,  then,  permit  ine 
to  ask,  was  the  cardinal  principle  which  directed 
the  Convention  in  the  extcution  of  their  great 
work  1  It  was  this :  to  transfer  to  the  care  of  the 
General  Govj^rnment  thooe  objects  only  in  which 
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all  the  States  have  a  common  interest,  leaving 
those  in  which  the  States  have  separate  and  pe- 
culiar interests  to  be  provided  for  by  their  own 
domestic  governments ;  and  this  rule  applies  alike 
to  every  species  of  federal  power,  whether  it  be 
external  or  manicipal.  In  pursuance  of  this  prin- 
ciple, the  General  Government  was  charged  with 
the  question  of  peace  or  war,  the  regulation  of 
commerce,  the  conduct  of  negotiations,  and  the 
various  other  objects  connected  with  our  foreign 
relations.  In  these  all  the  States  have  but  one 
interest,  and  that,  emphatically,  a  national  inter- 
est. So,  likewise,  with  regard  to  that  class  of 
powers  granted  to  Congress,  which  operate  inter- 
nally, such  as  the  powers  to  establish  uniform 
laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy,  to  organize  a 
federal  judiciary,  to  establish  a  common  standard 
of  weights  and  measures,  and  to  regulate  the  na- 
tional currency.  All  the  States  stand  precisely 
in  the  same  relation  to  these  powers,  and  areat- 
fected  in  the  same  manner,  by  the  exercise  of 
them,  in  their  social  and  civil  transactions.  But 
this  is  not,  and  cannot  be  the  case  with  internal 
improvements.  They  affect  parts,  and  not  the 
whole,  of  the  Confederacy.  They  are,  from  a 
physical  necessity,  local  in  their  situation,  and 
local  in  their  influence  and  their  benefits.  Take 
the  most  extended  object  of  internal  improve- 
ment, the  projected  road,  for  example,  from  Maine 
to  New  Orleans,  or,  if  you  please,  the  navigation 
of  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  in  which  the  hon- 
orable Speaker  has  said  twelve  States  and  two 
Territories  are  interested,  still,  comprehensive  and 
important  as  these  schemes  of  improvement  un- 
doubtedly are,  they  are  limited,  in  their  advan- 
tages, to  particular  States,  and  the  rest  of  the 
Union  has  no  interest  in  them.  They  are,  there- 
fore, not  such  objects  of  common  interest  to  all 
the  States,  as  the  Constitution  intended  to  trans- 
fer to  the  General  Government. 

But  here  we  are  met  by  the  argument  of  the 
honorable  Speaker,  that  there  is  an  intermediate 
class  of  objects,  affecting  more  than  one  State, 
and  yet  not  extending  to  all  the  States,  which 
require  the  united  means  of  a  Confederacy  to  ex- 
ecute them,  and  the  onlv  Confederacy  which  can 
novir  legitimately  exist  for  such  a  purpose,  is  that 
of  the  Union ;  because  the  Constitution  prohibits 
one  State  from*  entering  into  compacts  or  agree- 
ments with  another  State.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman will  excuse  me  for  sayinff  that  this  argu- 
ment is  founded  on  a  mistake  of  the  actual  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution.  The  Constitution 
does  not  prohibit  compacts  between  the  States, 
but  merely  restrains  the  States  from  entering  into 
such  compacts,  without  the  consent  of  Congress. 
The  consent  of  Congress  is  required,  as  a  neces- 
sary check  to  prevent  the  States  from  forming 
combinations  hostile  to  th»  Union,  or  dangerous 
to  its  peace  and  safety ;  but  where  any  number  of 
the  States  desire  to  enter  into  arrangements  with 
each  other,  for  the  accomplishment  of  some  bene- 
ficial object,  in  which  they  have  a  common  inter- 
est, it  never  could  have  been  supposed  or  intended 
that  the  consent  of  Congress  would  be  withheld. 
The  States,  in  such  cases,  are  still  left  at  liberty 
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to  unite  their  resources,  by  entering  into  compacts 
with  each  other,  subject  only  to  the  reasonable 
control  of  Congress;  and  this  privilege  was  no 
doubt  reserved  to  them  with  an  express  view  to 
the  very  class  of  objects  now  in  question,  which 
concern  two  or  more  members  of  the  Confedera- 
cy, but  yet  do  not  possess  such  a  character  of 
upiversal  national  interest  as  to  bring  them  within 
the  legitimate  sphere  of  the  government  of  the 
whole. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  in  the  course  of  his 
argument,  laid  down  a  position,  which  he  seemed 
to  consider  entirely  decisive  of  the  present  ques- 
tion. Adverting  to  the  distinction  between  the 
Articles  of  Confederation  and  our  present  Consti- 
tution, and  remarking  that,  under  the  former^  the 
General  Government,  in  its  most  Important  func- 
tions, operated  upon  the  States,  and,  under  the 
latter,  that  it  acts  directly  upon  the  individuals 
who  compose  those  States,  he  deduced,  as  a  gen- 
eral principle,  that  the  Government  of  the  Union, 
as  now  organized,  is  wholly  independent  of  the 
States  for  the  execution  of  any  of  its  powers.  So 
far  is  this  from  being  correct,  in  the  broad  extent 
assumed  by  the  honorable  Speaker,  that  I  have 
always  supposed  directlv  the  contrary :  that  the 
General  Giivernment  is  dependent  upon  the  States 
for  the  execution  of  all  its  powers,  for  it  cannot 
exist,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  States.  Are 
not  your  Senators,  who  compose  the  other  branch 
of  tne  Legislative  Department  of  this  Govern- 
ment, elected  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  States? 
Is  not  your  Executive  Magistrate  chosen,  also,  by 
the  asency,  and  under  the  direction,  of  the  State 
Legislatures  ? 

[tiere  Mr.  Clat  explained.  He  said  he  never 
contended  that,  if  a  majority  of  the  States  with- 
held their  co-operation,  the  General  Government 
might  not  be  dissolved;  but,  his  principle  was, 
when  the  General  Government  is  once  organized, 
and  moves  by  its  own  inherent  energy,  and  acts 
independently  of  State  power.] 

Mr.  Rives  said,  he  had  not  the  pleasure  of  hear- 
ing the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman.  He 
had  only  read  the  report  of  it  given  in  the  news- 

Eapers,  and  he  thought  that  the  principle  to  which 
e  had  referred,  as  stated  in  that  report,  required 
some  qualification.  But.  even  as  now  qualified, 
by  the  explanations  of  the  Speaker,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  give  his  assent  to  it.  I  understand 
the  honorable  Speaker,  said  Mr.  R.,  now  to  say, 
that,  althouffh  the  General  Government  does  de- 
pend upon  tne  States  for  its  existence,  yet,  in  the 
ordinary  and  regular  exercise  of  its  vested  powers, 
it  is  wholly  independent  of  ike  aid  and  co-opera- 
tion of  the  State  governments.  I  have  always 
entertained,  said  Mr.  R.,  a  different  opinion  of  our 

r3litical  system,  and  for  that  opinion  I  supposed 
had  the  sanction  of  high  authority.  The  authore 
of  "  The  Federalist,"  in  various  passages  of  their 
celebrated  work,  sptfak  of  the  State  governments 
as  incorporated  into  the  system  of  the  General 
Government,  as  auxiliary  to  its  operations,  and 
indeed  as  indispensable  to  its  maintenance.  In 
one  passage,  they  say  emphatically,  if  the  General 
Government  should  ever  arbitrarily  abolish  the 
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State  governments,  it  would  be  compelled,  hj  the 
principle  of  self-preservation ^  to  reinstate  them — 
implymg,  as  it  seems  to  me,  m  the  strongest  man- 
ner, the  dependence  of  the  General  Grovernment 
Vpon  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  the  State  gov- 
ernments. But  let  us  examine  this  subject  more 
minutely,  in  reference  to  some  of  the  powers  of 
the  General  Government.  In  the  exercise  of  its 
military  power,  which  has  been  so  much  talked 
of  in  tne  course  of  this  discussion,  is  there  not  a 
partial  dependence,  at  least,  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment upon  the  State  governments'?  The  Con- 
stitution ^ives  to  Congpress  the  power  to  "  provide 
for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  mi- 

'  litia;"  and  **for  calling  them  forth  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  to  suppress  insurrections,  and 
to  repel  invasions;"  but  expressly  reserves  to  the 
States  ^^  the  appointment  or  the  officers,  and  the 
authority  of  training  the  militia  according  to  the 
discipline  prescribed  by  Congress."  Here,  then, 
'We  find  the  General  Government  made  dependent 
upon  the  States  for  the  efficient  exercise  oi  a  vital 
power,  connected  with  the  peace  and  safety  of  the 
nation ;  for,  what  is  your  militia  without  officers 
and  without  training  t  So,  likewise,  in  relation 
to  another  power  of  Congress,  which  has  been 
the  subject  of  much  commentary,  in  the  course  of 
this  debate — I  allude  to  the  suoject  of  fortifica- 
tions, arsenals,  d&c.  Amid  the  various  construc- 
tions which  have  been  put  upon  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution  relating  to  this  subject,  all  have 
agreed  that  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  it  gives  over 
the  Kites  of  these  works,  cannot  be  exercised  with- 
out thd  consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States 
in  which  they  are  located.  Here,  then,  we  have 
another  example  of  the  dependence  of  the  General 
Government  upon  the  State  governments,  in  a 
point  belonging  to  one  of  its  hiffhest  trusts,  the 
care  of  the  "  common  defence."  Whether,  there- 
fore, I  look  to  the  i^eneral  aim  and  scope  of  the 
Constitution,  or  to  its  particular  provisions,  I  can- 
not acquiesce  in  the  principle  assumed  by  the 
honorable  Speaker.  The  application  of  this  prin- 
ciple to  the  subject  of  the  present  discussion,  has 
not  been  clearly  developed,  but  I  presume  it  is 
this :  If  roads  and  canals  are  necessary  to  the 
legitimate  operations  of  the  General  Government, 
that  Groyernment,  being  wholly  independent  of 

'  any  extrinsic  aid  in  the  prosecution  of^its  lawful 
objects,  may  make  roads  and  canals  for  itself, 
whenever,  and  wherever  it  chooses.  I  shall  here- 
after endeavor  to  show,  that,  although  roads  and 
canals  may  be  essential  to  some  of  the  purposes  of 
the  General  Government,  yet,  they  aresueh  facili- 
ties as  would  naturally  arise  in  the  progress  of 
society,  under  the  care  of  the  State  governments, 
and  that  there  was,  therefore,  no  necessity  to  in- 
vest the  General  Government  with  authority  to 
create  them.  Any  construction  which  loses  sight 
of  the  existence  of  the  State  governments,  and  of 
the  important  purposes  they  were  intended  to 
fulfil,  in  reference  to  the  afikirs  of  the  Union,  as 
well  as  the  interests  of  the  respective  States,  is 
incompatible  with  the  nature  of  our  political  sys- 
tem, and  necessarily  leads  us  into  error. 
There  were  some  other  general  principles  laid 


down  in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  the  bearing 
and  application  of  which,  to  the  question  uader 
consideration,  I  could  not  very  distinctly  discero. 
I  notice  them,  therefore,  onW  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  my  protest  against  tnem.  An  noDorable 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Stobbs) asserted 
that  the  General  Grovernment  was  a  muDicipaL 
or  in  other  words  a  National  GfneTWMai^  as  con- 
tradistinguished from  a  Federal  Government.  I 
would  ask  that  gentleman  who  were  the  parlies 
to  the  formation  of  this  Government?  Were 
they  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as  compos- 
ing one  entire  nation,  or  as  divided  into  distinct 
foTitical  communities  7  Unouestionably  the  latter. 
t  required,  too,  for  its  establishment,  not  the  con- 
sent of  a  majority  of  the  people,  merely,  but  the 
unanimous  ratification  of  all  the  States  who  be- 
came parties  to  it.  In  the  mode  provided  for  its 
amen  amen  t,  also,  the  concurrence  of  three-fourtb 
of  the  States  is  necessary  to  any  alteration  of  its 
principles,  without  regard  to  individoal  members. 
These  circumstances  unequivocally  characterize 
it  as  a  Federal  Government. 
•  In  another  important  relation,  the  only  one  in- 
volved in  the  discussion— the  extent  of  its  powers- 
it  is  decidedly  federal  and  not  national.  The  an- 
thoritv  to  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has  ap- 
pealed, on  another  branch  of  the  subject,  (the 
Federalist)  says,  it  is  of  the  essence  of  a  nation! 
Government  to  possess  a  supreme  indefinite  power 
over  all  persons  and  things,  so  far  as  they  are  the 
objects  of  lawful  government.  But  the  power  of 
this  Government  is,  by  universal  acknowledgment 
defined,  and  limited  to  special  objects.  By  wbai 
process, then,  hassuch  a  Government,  distinguisbe! 
by  50  many  federal  features,  been  converted  into 
a  national  Government  ?  By  a  series  of  refined 
deductions,  which,  considering  the  gentleman's 
aversion  to  political  metaphysics,  does  infinite 
credit  to  his  genius  and  perspicacity. 

Having  disposed  of  these  preliminary  topics,  I 
come  now  to  consider  the  particular  sources  in  the 
Constitution  from  which  the  alleged  power  of 
Congress  to  make  roads  and  canals  has  been  de 
duced.  The  first  of  these  sources  is  that  clause  of 
the  Constitution  which  gives  to  Congress  the 
power  to  ^  estabHsh  post  oflSces  and  post  roads,^ 
which,  it  is  contended,  is  an  express  grant  of  the 
power  to  make  post  roads.  Whatever  contfmpt, 
therefore,  gentlemen  may  have  for  philological 
disquisitions,  or  however  little  they  may  seem  to 
befit  the  dignity  of  legislative  discussion,  we  ire 
necessarily  driven  to  inquire  into  the  true  meaning 
of  the  word  establish.  The  honorable  Speaker  bas 
defined  it  thus,  "  to  make  firm,  to  ^x,  to  build."  I 
agree  with  that  gentleman  in  the  first  part  of  his 
definition,  but  I  am  unable  to  follow  him  in  the 
bound  by  which  he  has  skipped  from  "to  o;ak« 
firm,  to  nx,"  to  the  last  interpretation,  "  to  build, 
which  seems  to  me  to  depart  very  widely  from  toe 
other  meanings  ascribed  to  the  word.  The  origi- 
nal and  literal  import  of  the  word  is,  unquestion- 
ably, to  render  stable,  or  "  make  firm ;"  and,  by 
an  easy  transition  in  its  application  to  new  objects, 
it  has  come  to  signify  senerally  to  fix,  to  settle,  to 
ascertain.    Let  us  apply  it  in  this  sense,  which  i* 
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nactioned  by  the  Speftkec's  definitioDi  to  the  sub- 
ject of  post  roads.  There  exists  in  the  country  a 
great  rariety  of  roads,  passing  in  different  direc- 
tions, and  communicating  with  different  points. 
It  is  impossihie,  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  all  of 
them  should  be  used  as  post  roads.  The  Consti- 
tation,  therefore,  gives  to  Congress  the  power  to 
iitabUth,  or,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  foregoing 
definition,  to  ^x,  to  settle,  to  ascertain,  which  of 
them  should  be  used  as  post  roads,  and  to  give 
them  a  legal  character  as  such.  But  the  honorable 
Speaker  contends,  that  the  word  '^  establish"  im- 
plies something  more,  and  is  used  in  a  creative 
seQse;  for  examples  of  which  he  refers  to  the  ex- 
pressions "establish  justice,"  and  "ordain  and  es- 
tablish this  Constitution,"  used  in  the  preamble 
of  that  instrument.  These  examples  do  not  appear 
to  me  to  be  very  apposite  to  the  purpose  for  which 
they  are  cited..  It  has  been  very  properly  said, 
that  the  preamble  of  the  Constitution,  in  stating 
it  to  be  one  of  the  objects  of  the  new  Qovernment 
^to  establish  justice,"  could  not  have  meant  that 
justiee  was  to  be  created  by  it.  Such  an  use  of 
the  term  would  be  little  less  than  >  8acrile|^ious. 
Justice  is  an  abstract  principle,  an  emanation  of 
the  divine  mind,  always  and  every  where  existing. 
All  that  the  Constitution  could  accomplish,  was 
to  embody  it,  to  organize  tribunals  and  prescribe 
forins  for  its  administration,  and  thus  establish,  or 
fix  it,  on  sure  and  permanent  foundations. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  however,  contends,  that 
in  one  sense,  we  do  create  jtistice — we  create,  he 
says,  the  criminal  justice  of  the  counlry,  beeause 
we  create  the  crimes,  which  are  prohibited  and 
punished  by  our  laws.  But  in  wmit  sense  do  we 
create  a  crime  ?  We  do  not  create  the  fact  which 
constitutes  the  crime,  we  only  create  the  legal 
character  which  is  imposed  upon  that  fact. 

[Here  Mr.  Clat  explained.  He  said  there  was 
I  distinction  between  acts  which  are  mala  in  se, 
and  those  which  are  lauUa  proMbUa.  As  to  the 
latter,  they  are  wrong,  only  because  the  Lesiala- 
ture  has  made  them -so,  and  in  relation  to  toem, 
therefore,  the  I^w  creates  the  crime.] 

Mr.  Rives  said,  this  view  of  the  subject  was 
Dot  affected  bv  the  explanation  of  the  honorable 
gentleman.  As  to  that  class  of  public  wrongs 
which  are  called  mala  prohibiUi,  it  is  true  they  are 
>Q  themselves  indifferent,  and  become  crimes  only 
because  the  Legislature  makes  them  so.  But  what 
does  this  prove  ?  It  proves  only  that  the  Legisla- 
ture creates  the  le^al  character  or  denomination 
of  the  fact  prohibited,  by  making  that  unlawful 
which  was  before  lawful ;  but  the  Legislature  does 
not  create  the  fact  itself,  to  which  this  new  char- 
acter or  denomination  is  given.  That  exists  in- 
denendeatly,  and  in  spite  of  the  iawr  This  is  not 
only  consistent  with,  but  corroborates  one  expla- 
nation of  the  word  "  establish,"  as  applied  to  post 
roads.  Congress,  by  establishing  a  post  road,  gives 
^  Qew  character,  a  le^l  attribute  to  the  subject, 
nuking  that  a  post  road  which  was  before  not  a  post 
road ;  but,  in  the  legitimate  exercise  of  this  au- 
thority, it  can  DO  more  create  the  physical,  mate- 
rial road,  to  which  the  new  character  is  given. 
uttQ  in  the  case  of  a  crime  it  creates  the  external 


fact  to  which  a  penalty  is  annexed.  The  same 
explaBation  b equally  applicable  to  the  expression, 
"  \Ve  the  people,  in  order,  d^.,  do  ordain  and 
establish  this  Constitution.''  The  people  certainly 
did  not  create  the  Constitution,  in  the  sense  in 
which  it  is  conlended  that  the  word  "  establish" 
gives  to  CoDgrees  authority  to  create  post  roads. 
The  instrument  already  existed.  It  had  come 
from  the  hands  of  the  Convention  perfect  in  all  its 
dimensions,  and  was  submitted  to  the  people  for 
ratification.  All  that  the  people  did  was  to  estab- 
lish it,  by  ^ivin^  it  the  sanction  of  their  approba- 
tion, ana  investing  it  with  a  legal  and  binding 
character.  The  same .  kind  of  authority  is  con- 
ceded to  Congress  without  hesitation  in  regard  to 
the  establishioent  of  pofst  roads. 

But  we  are  told,  triumphantly,  that  the  word 
establish  most  mean  the  same  thing,  in  relation 
to  oost  roads,  that  it  does  in  relation  to  post  offices, 
ana  that,  as  to  post  offices,  it  certainly  means  to ' 
ereaUf  because  Congress,  in atabUsMng apost office 
at  a  particular  place,  makes  a  post  office  which 
did  not  exist  before.  But  what  is  the  nature  oif 
this  creation  ?  Congress  declare  that  a  post  office 
shall  be  kept  at  a  place  where  there  was  no  post  of«* 
fiee  before.  In  doing  so,  it  certainly  does  not  create 
the  place  at  which  the  post  office  is  established, 
but  gives  to  that  place  a  privilege  and  accommo* 
dation  which  it  did  not  possess  before.  So,  Con- 
gress, in  eetabiiehing  a  post  road,  according  to  what 
we  deem  the  true  interpretation  of  this,  power, 
makes  that  a  post  road  which  was  not  a  post  road 
before,  or,  in  other  words,  gives  to  a  pre-existing 
road  a  character  and  attribute  which  did  not  pre- 
viously belong  to  it.  The  post  road  is  as  much 
created,  if  gentlemen  will  insist  upon  this  dMne 
prerogative  in  the  one  case,  as  the  post  office  in 
the  other,  and  the  creation,  I  will  add,  no  more 
extends  to  the  road  itself  which  is  the  channel  of 
the  post  route,  in  the  one  case,  than  it  does  to  the 
place  which  is  the  scene  of  the  post  office,  in  the 
other. 

The  examples  relied  upon  to  support  the  inter- 
pretation which  gentlemen  have  given  of  the  word 
<*  establish,"  seem  to  me,  therefore,  to  fiall  very  far 
short  of  their  object  On  the  contrary,  they  are 
not  only  consistent  with,  but  furnish  apt  iliustra* 
tions  01,  the  sense  in  which  we  contend  it  is  prop- 
erly to  be  understood.  The  word,  in  its  primitive 
and  moat  simple  sense,  means  to  render  stable  or 
make  firm,  and  is  strictly  applicable  to  natural 
objects.  But  it  is  now  more  generally  applied  to 
intellectual  objects,  and  when  so  applied,  is  of 
course,  used  in  a  figurative  sense.  Natural  objects 
are  established  or  made  firm  by  means  of  external 
support ;  and,  by  an  obvious  analo^v,  matters  of 
cijil  and  political  regulation  are  said  to  be  estab- 
lished or  made  firm  when  we  five  to  them  the 
support  and  sanction  of  law.  In  this  sense,  the 
word  is  uniformly  used  in  the  Constitution,  and 
all  similar  instruments,  with  such  modifications 
only  as  necessarily  arise  from  the  nature  of  the 
subject  to  which  it  was  applied.  It  was  intended, 
as  gentlemen  allege,  to  give  to  Congress  the  power 
to  make  post  roads,  why  was  not  that  power  grant- 
ed in  terms  which  every  person  would  have  un- 
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derstood,  and  about  which  there  could  be  no  con- 
troversy ?  Was  the  poverty  of  the  language  so 
great,  or  were  the  fraroers  of  the  Constitution  so 
deficient  in  their  knowledge  of  it,  as  to  have  sup- 
plied no  word  fitted  to  convey  the  idea  ?  When 
we  speak  of  the  erection  of  a  house,  we  do  not  say 
that  such  a  one  has  establisked  a  house,  but  that 
he  has  built  it.  If  it  had  been  intended  to  give 
to  Congress  the  power  now  claimed  for  it,  why 
did  not  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  say,  in  so 
many  words,  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
make  and  construct  post  roads  7  These  words  were 
at  hand,  and  were  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  of 
conveying  such  a  power.  That  they,  or  other 
words  of  plainly  equivalent  meaning,  were  not 
used,  is  evidence  that  the  power  they  import  was 
not  intended  to  be  given. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  the  nature  and  object  of 
this  grant  that  Congress  should  possess  the  power 
to  fiMke  post  roads.  The  object  of  the  grant  was 
the  conveyance  of  the  mail,  and  the  transmission 
of  intelligence  through  the  country.  It  never 
could  have  been  contemplated  that  intelligence 
should  be  transmitted  to  an  unsettled  country, 
where  there  were  no  persons  to  receive  it.  But, 
as  soon  as  a  country  becomes  settled,  roads  neces- 
sarily exist.  The  great  interests  of  society,  the 
operations  of  commerce,  and  the  convenience  of 
private  intercourse,  necessarily  give  rise  to  them ; 
and  as  the  population  and  demands  for  intelligence 
increase,  the  facilities  of  communication  increase 
also.  The  same  roads  which  answer  the  ordinary 
purposes  of  society,  would  certainly  suffice  for  the 
simple  object  of  transporting  the  mail.  It  never 
could  have  been  intended,  in  reference  to  such  an 
object,  to  confer  upon  Congress  the  disproportion- 
ate power  of  opening  and  constructing  roads 
through  the  territories  of  the  States.  Whether, 
therefore,  I  look  to  the  language  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, or  to  the  policy  of  its  provisions,  in  relation 
to  this  subject,  I  am  alike  constrained  to  discard 
the  construction  which  claims  for  Congress  the 
power  in  question,  under  the  clause  we  have  been 
considering. 

The  next  source  which  the  advocates  of  the 
bill  have  appealed  to  for  the  authoritjr  to  execute 
a  system  of  internal  improvements,  is,  the  mili- 
tary power  of  the  Government.  The  authority 
claimed  under  this  part  of  the  Constitution  ex- 
tends to  canals  as  well  as  roads.  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, like  the  authority  asserted  in  relation  to  post 
roads,  claimed  as  an  express  power,  but  only  as 
an  incidental  power,  or  means  of  carrying  another 
power  into  enect.  The  first  inquiry  which  pre- 
sents itself,  therefore,  is,  as  to  the  true  nature  and 
extent  of  incidental  powers.  It  must  never  be 
forgotten  that  this  Government  is  one  of  limited 
and  defined  powers.  However  ready  gentlemen 
are  to  admit  this  proposition,  when  their  assent  is 
distinctly  challenged  to  it,  they  seem  habitually 
to  lose  sight  of  it  in  their  reasonings  upon  Con- 
stitutional questions.  Ail  the  powers  granted  to 
the  Government  are  enumerated  in  the  Constitu- 
tion; but.  as  it  was  impossible  to  foresee  every 
individual  act  of  legislation  which  might  become 
necessary  to  carry  these  powers  into  efiect,  Con- 


gress is  in  general  authorized  to  do  any  act  wblck 
shall  be  ^  necessary  and  proper  "  for  carrying  the 

f ran  ted  powers  into  execution,  but  none  other, 
f  we  depart  from  this  limit,  we  at  once  change 
the  character  of  the  Government,  as  possessing 
special  and  defined  powers  only,  and  convert  it 
into  one  of  general  discretionary  authority.  When- 
ever any  measure  is  proposed,  therefore,  the  first 
question  to  be  asked  is.  Is  the  authority  to  adopt 
it  expressly  granted  in  the  Constitution  ?  If  it  be 
not,  the  next  question  is,  Is  it  a  necessary  and  pro- 
per means  of  carrying  into  execution  any  power 
which  is  expressly  granted  7  If  it  is  not  pretend- 
ed  that  the  authority  to  make  roads  and  canih 
for  military  purposes  is  expressly  granted  to  Con- 
gress, is  it,  then,  a  necessary  and  proper  means  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  military  powers  which 
are  granted?  I  will  not  deny  that  roads  and 
canals  are  useful,  or,  if  you  piease,  necessary,  to 
the  military  operations  ot  the  Government.  Bat 
this  is  not  the  question.  The  real  point  of  inqairy 
is,  Is  it  necessary  to  the  military  operations  of  the 
Government  that  Congress  should  possess  the 
power  to  make  them  ?  Roads  and  canals  would 
exist  from  the  influence  of  other  causes,  withoot 
invoking  the  agency  of  Congress.  They  are,  as 
already  suggested,  the  natural  and  invariable  ac- 
companiments of  population,  in  every  country. 
The  wants  and  enterprise  of  individuals,  the  com- 
mon interests  of  society,  and  the  paternal  care  of 
the  State  governments,  which  are  more  particu- 
larly charged  with  the  domestic  police  of  the  conn- 
try,  would  bring  them  into  existence.  The  same 
causes  would  insure  their  multiplication  and  im- 
provement. As  the  country  imoroved  in  wealth 
and  population,  the  means  oi  communication 
would  improve  with  it.  The  members  of  the  Con- 
vention, as  men  ordinarily  conversant,  at  least,  with 
human  affairs,  must  have  foreseen  this  natural 
course  of  things,  and  could  not  have  deemed  it 
necessary  to  give  to  Congress  the  power  of  creat- 
ing channels  of  communication,  which  would  cer- 
tainly grow  out  of  the  wants  of  society  and  the 
beneficent  superintendence  of  the  State  govern- 
ments. Ail  that  was  necessary,  was  to  give  to 
the  General  Government  the  right  of  using  these 
highways,  in  prosecuting  its  military  and  other 
lawful  operations,  and  this  right  is  conceded  to  it 
in  the  fullest  extent.  Will  any  gentleman  deny 
that  food  and  clothing  are  as  necessary  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  soldier  as  roads  for  him  to  inarch 
upon  ?  And  yet,  it  will  not  be  contended  that 
Congress  has  authority  to  condemn  and  occopy 
large  portions  of  the  territory  of  the  States  for 
farms  to  produce  the  one,  or  factories  to  supply 
the  other.  Why?  Because  the  natural  wants oi 
society  furnish  the  best  security  that  these  articles 
will  be  produced,  and  render  it  unnecessary  to  in- 
vest the  Government  with  any  authority  for  the 
purpose.  But  it  is  said  that,,  in  the  defence  of  the 
country,  and  the  military  operations  connected 
with  it,  other  and  better  channels  of  communica- 
tion would  be  required  than  those  already  existing 
under  the  authority  of  the  States.  Let  us  pause, 
and  see  to  what  extent  this  idea  would  carry  w* 
We  have  an  extensive  frontier,  and  are  exposed 
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to  attack  on  ev^ry  side  of  it.  On  the  Atlantic 
«oast  we  are  exposed  to  the  hostilities  of  any  Eu- 
ropean Power,  and,  through  the  whole  extent  of 
our  inland  frontier,  we  are  liable  to  the  incursions 
of  our  Britisrh,  Spanish,  and  Indian,  neighbors. 
If  we  undertake  a  system  of  roads  and  canals 
^th  a  view  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  war,  as 
it  is  uncertain  in  what  quarter  we  shall  be  assail* 
ed,  we  must  extend  them  to  every  point  of  our 
frontier.  The  whole  face  of  our  territory  would 
thus  be  covered  with  military  roads  and  canals. 
Is  not  this  a  solecism  in  legislation  ?  Military 
roads  and  canals,  which  would  be  used  for  civil 
and  commercial  purposes  more  than  a  thousand 
limes  for  once  that  they  would  be  applied  to  mili- 
tary purposes!  Whether  they  would  ever  be 
nsc^,  indeed,  for  military  purposes,  would  depend 
upon  remote  and  dubious  contingencies,  the  occur- 
rence of  which  no  man  could  foresee. 

But,  leaving  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  re- 
turning to  the  principles  first  laid  down,  as  to  the 
just  extent  of  the  incidental  powers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  ask  if  it  be  possible  to  justify  the  mea- 
sure proposed  by  the  application  of  those  princi- 
ples?   A  natitmal  system  of  roads  and  canals, 
under  the  exclusive  patronage  of  Congress,  can- 
not, in  any  sense  of  the  term,  be  said  to  be  neces- 
sary  to   the  making  and   prosecuting  of  war. 
Wars  have  been  made  and  prosecuted,  and  suc- 
cessfully prosecuted,  without  any  such  system. 
All  that  can  be  said  of  it  is,  that  it  might  have  a 
tendency  to  give  greater  effect  and  increased  en- 
ergy to  the  exertion  of  the  national  force  in  time 
of  war.    But,  if  the  power  to  declare  war  au- 
thorizes Congress  to  go  every  thing  which  may 
hare  a  tendency  to  add  to  the  strength  and  re- 
sources of  the  nation,  in  a  military  point  of  view, 
then  there  is  nothing  connected  with  the  "general 
welfare"  which  Congress  mav  not  do ;  for,  what- 
ever advances  the  interests  ot  learning,  of  manu- 
factures, of  agriculture,  of  commerce,  or  in  any 
manner  promotes  the  internal  prosperity  of  the 
country,  certainly  has  a  tendency  to  increase  its 
strength,  in- a  conflict  with  a  foreign  enemy.    A 
principle  of  construction,  leading  to  such  conse- 
4)uences,  cannot  be  maintained.    The  honorable 
Speaker  expressed  his  acquiescence  in  the  princi- 
ples asserted  by  Virginia  in  1798.    Those  princi- 
ples were  embalmed  and  immortalized  in  the  cel- 
ebrated report  of  .Mr.  Madison,  which  has  been 
mentioned  in  the  course  of  this  debate.    The  prin- 
ciples contained  in  that  report  do  not  derive  their 
sanction  from  the  great  name  alone  with  which 
they  are  associated.    They  received  a  still  higher 
sanction — that  of  the  American  people.    For,  it 
was  the  potent  influence  of  these  very  principles 
which  wrought,  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  that 
change  of  men  and  measures,  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Government,  which  has  been  emphati- 
cally styled  the  civil  revolution  of  1801.    If  any 
writing,  therefore,  can  be  fairly  appealed  to  as 
authority  in  Constitutional  discussions,  it  is  this 
report.    [Here  Mr.  R.  read  extracts  from  "  Madi- 
son's report."]    The  simple  criterion,  then,  is  this : 
the  measure  sought  to  be  adopted,  as  incidental  to 
an  express  power,  must  have  an  "  immediate  and 


appropriate  relation  to  that  power,  as  a  means  ne- 
cessary and  proper  for  carrying  it  into  execution. 
"A  tendency,  merely,  in  the  measure  to  promote 
an  object  for  which  (Jon^ress  is  authorized  to  pro- 
vide," does  not  justify  its  adoption.  Now,  does 
not  all  that  has  been  said,  and  can  be  said,  in  fa- 
vor of  a  national  system  of  roads  and  canals, 
amount  to  this — that  they  would  have  a  tendency 
to  promote  or  facilitate  the  operations  of  war-^ 
not  that  they  have  an  immediate  and  appropriate, 
relation  to  the  power  of  making  war — as  means 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  that  power  into 
execution.  One  of  my  colleagues  (Mr.  J.  S.  Bar- 
bour) adverted  to  this  rule  for  the  deduction  of 
incidental  powers,  and  seemed  to  think  it  too  rigid, 
because,  he  said,  it  excludes  a  choice  of  means. 
Sir,  it  does  not  exclude  a  choice  of  means;  it  only 
limits  that  choice.  And  permit  me  to  sav  that,  in 
order  to  preserve  the  true  character  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, it  is  as  necessary  to  limit  th^  means  of 
executing  its  powers  as  to  limit  the  powers  them- 
selves ;  for,  in  the  language  of  the  distinguished 
authority  which  I  have  just  quoted,  "it  is  wholly 
^  immaterial  whether  unlimited  powers  be  exer- 
*  cised  in  the  name  of  unlimited  powers,  or  in  the 
'  name  of  unlimited  means  of  carrying  limited 
<  powers  into  execution." 

But,  we  have  been  gravely  told  that  roads  and 
canals  are  fortifications.  Why,  sir,  a  lively  ima- 
gination and  an  ardent  zeal  may  convert  any 
thins  into  fortifications.  It  may  be  said,  with  as 
much  justice,  and  as  little  violence  of  metaphor, 
that  the  hearts  of  our  people  are  fortifications;  for, 
after  all,  the  moral  energies  of  a  nation  are  as  im- 
portant to  its  defence  as  physical  works  of  any 
sort.  As  a  part,  then,  of  this  system  of  military 
defence,  we  must  establish  schools  and  colleges, 
to  imbue  the  minds  of  our  youth  with  the  love  of 
liberty,  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  our  free 
institutions,  and  a  loyal  and  patriotic  devotion  to 
their  country !  In  like  manner,  the  granaries  of 
the  farmer  are  fortifications — the  workshops  of 
the  mechanic  are  fortifications — ^for  they  furnish 
the  indispensable  means  of  subsistence  to  the 
troops  who  are  to  defend  you.  Thus,  by  the 
ma^ic  influence  of  language.  Congress,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  its  military  tunctions,  may  invest  itself 
with  a  general  and  unlimited  patronage  of  all  the 
great  intnests  of  society — its  education,  its  agri- 
culture, its  industry. 

It  has  been  triumphantly  asked  if  Congress  can 
erect  forts  and  dock  yards,  may  they  not  make 
roads  to  go  into  them  f  Unquestionably,  the  right 
to  erect  these  works,  necessarily  implies  the  right 
of  way,  by  which  a  communication  is  to  be  had 
with  them.  If  there  be  no  road  leading  to  them, 
the  Government  may  render  its  right  of  way  ef- 
fectual, by  opening  a  road  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
rauitication.  But  what  is  the  road  in  this  case  ? 
It  is  strictly  an  appurtenance  to  the  fort  or  dock 
yard,  and  is  confined  to  the  purpose  of  communi- 
cation with  it.  It  is  a  thing  wholly  distinct  from 
a  system  of  internal  improvements,  having  no  ac- 
tual connexion  with  any  military  work,  nor  bear- 
ing any  peculiar  and  appropriate  relation  to  miii- 
taiy  operations.    There  Can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
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the  opposition  which  the  States  may  be  disposed 
to  make  to  these  measnies^  as  uDconstitotioiiftL 
most  be  weakened  by  dividing  among  the  several 
States  the  powers  which  had  been  previously  pos- 
sessed by  one.  In  that  ease,  the  causes  of  dissen- 
sion mav  be  as  strong  as  the  motives  lo  anion.  It 
is  thos,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  it  seems  to  rae,  that  the 
power  of  the  General  Qovermnent  is  continaally 
increasing. 

Bot  perhaps  it  may  be  said  that  this  effect  of 
the  addition  of  new  States  was  foreseen,  and  taken 
into  account  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution. 
Bot  this  could  not  have  been  the  case.  When 
the  Constitution  was  adopted,  the  Mississippi 
was  our  boundary,  and  the  acquisition  of  that  ex- 
tensive •nd  fertile  country  west  of  it,  which  is  to 
have  so  much  effect  in  altering  the  relative  weight 
of  any  one  State,  was  at  that  time  never  dreamt 
of.  Mr.  T.  here  remarked,  that  New  York  pre- 
sented a  case  directly  opposite  to  that  of  Virginia. 
She  had  once  but  one-tenih  of  the  political  power 
of  the  Union.,  and  she  now  has  one-sixth.  But 
the  last  census  shows  that  this  increase,  in  her 
relative  strength,  cannot  go  on.  It  has  received 
little  accession  in  the  last  ten  years,  as  28  mem- 
bers on  this  floor  bear  nearly  the  same  proportion 
to  185,  as  her  present  number  34  bears  to  213; 
and  I  may  venture  to  predict  that  in  ten  years 
more,  or,  if  not  in  ten,  in  twenty,  as  the  vast  and 
fertile  valley  of  the  Mississippi  fills  up  with  the 
numbers  it  is  one  day  destined  to  support,  her 
proportionate  weight  in  the  Union  will  begin  to 
diminish,  though  her  actual  humbers  may  go  on 
increasing.  My  eolleaffue,  said  Mr.  T.,  who  has 
just  sat  down,  has  adverted  to  the  opposition 
made  to  the  Gk»eral  Government  during  the  Ikte 
wur — and  this  furnishes  me  with  another  illustra- 
tion. Sir,  if  the  State  of  Maine  had  been  then 
separated  from  Massachusetts,  it  can  scarcely  be 
doubted  that  her  weight,  instead  of  being  added 
to  the  opposition,  would  have  been  thrown  into 
the  scale  of  the  General  Government.  She  would 
have  operated  as  an  antagonist  power  to  her 
ptrent  State,  and  rendered  her  efforts  harmless. 

Nor  is  this  ail.  The  relative  powers  between 
the  RepresenUtive  and  the  Executive  branches  of 
this  Government  are  of  little  less  importance  than 
that  between  the  General  and  the  State  Govern- 
ments. The  appointment  of  so  many  officers,  and 
the  estaUishment  of  so  many  courts,  as  a  general 
system  of  internal  improvement  supposes,  must 
make  a  very  great  addition  to  the  power  and  pat- 
ronage of  the  Executive,  and  materially  affect 
that  equipoise  which  the  Constitution  intended. 
Nothing  would  be  more  likely  to  affect  the  inde- 
pendence of  this  House,  than  the  circumstance 
that  every  member  had  in  his  district  from  fifty 
to  an  hundred  persons  holding  lucrative  offices,  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  President,  who  would  be  al- 
ways ready  to  oppose  him  when  he  opposed  the 
Executive.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  to  judge  of  this  in- 
fluence^ let  us  look  into  the  history  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature,  and  without  wishing  to  be 
understood  as  alluding  to  the  present  time,  or  to 
any  individuals,  I  will  venture  to  My,  that  the 
moat  complmisant  supporters  of  the  present  Admin- 


istraiion  will  be  found 
iports,  where    there 


to 


have  eome  ffoa  the 
collectors  sad  tide- 
waiters  and  others,  holding  offices  tt  tbe  plnsure 
of  the  Executive.    There  will  no  doubt  l!e  found 
exceptions,  but  such  is  the  general  nk\  isd  if 
this  has  been  the  efiect  already,  wbit  wiUit  be 
when  the  President  of  the  United  Statai  skill  be 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  fifty  or  an  haadred  nil* 
lions  of  people?     The  lustre  of  the  office  of 
President  increases,  not  in  proportion  to  tke  in- 
crease of  patronage,  but  in.  a  much  higher  ittia 
It  is  with  this,  as  with  the  diaoiottd--doable  the 
quantity  may  giwe  ten  times  the  value.   When 
the  accessions  of  power  and  dignity  to  the  Rxeco- 
tive  of  the  United  States  most  neeesnrilj  be  so 
^eat,  and  when  they  have  such  an  impoiiog  ef- 
iect on  the  minds  of  men,  ought  we  not  to  be 
verv  cautious  how  we  increase  them? 

But,  said  Mr.  T.,  gentlemen  seem  to  htfe  tikes 
it  for  granted,  that  the  General  GoveramAt  ii 
more  able  to  efiect  internal  imptovements  thsi 
the  several  States.  But  I  think  the  proposed  sys- 
tem as  unwise  on  the  score  of  natioiial  econoof, 
as  it  is  mischievous  in  its  political  tendency.  Tke 
power  of  the  General  Government  to  imp^fe  tb« 
whole  Union  is  not  greater  than  that  of  each 
State  to  improve  its  own  territory.  Sir,  if  this 
system  is  aqopted,  the  money  drawn  from  the 
communitjr  appropriated  to  its  execudon,  will  be 
fairly  distributed  among  the  seveml  States,  or  it 
will  not.  If  we  suppose  unfairly,  that  will  be  i 
fruitful  cause  of  jealousy  and  discontent,  aod  fo^ 
nishes  a  sufficient  c^jection  to  the  measure.  But 
if  it  is  to  be  distributed  ift  just  prmortioo,  tbeie 
can  be  no  advantage  to  the  several  States,  for  the 
whole  can  be  but  equal  to  all  its  parts.  Thus,  if 
yoii  expend  half  a  million  in  the  State  of  Virginis. 
which  you  had  previouslv  drawn  from  the  people 
of  Virginia,  wherein  is  sne  a  gainer  by  theopot* 
tion?  Nor  can  the  General  GovernoieBt  proevre 
that  minute  and  acenmte  local  information  which 
is  required  by  the  system,  as  easily  as  the  States. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  consider  aor 
plan  of  making  roads  and  canals  by  the  direct 
agency  of  the  GovemoKnt,  as  unwise.  It  takes 
away  the  beet  security  against  rash  and  unproi- 
table  schemes  of  improvement  The  sagacitf  of 
individual  self-interest,  is  essential  to  guard  against 
the  waste  of  the  national  capital.  There  lie 
several  monuments  of  this  danger  in  Europe.  If 
my  memory  does  not  deceive  me,  one  is  afforded 
by  Spain,  and  another  in  the  north  of  Europe,  ia 
which,  after  the  respective  Governments  had  ei- 
pended  millions  in  attempting  some  improvemeBt 
of  na? igation,  the  works  were  found  to  be  useless. 
Nor  let  it  be  supposed  that  we  are  exempt  from  > 
similar  danger.  We  may  all  remember  that,  after 
two  or  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  ex- 
pended in  fortifying  the  battery  of  New  York,  it 
was  discovered  that  the  work  was  of  no  value  ai 
a  national  defence,  and  we  gave  it  back  to  i^ 
State,  without  being  able  to  get  paid  for  the  vaioe 
of  the  materials.  Such  an  error  as  this  was  less 
likelv  to  have  been  committed  by  a  State,  aiHl 
still  less  by  an  individual.  If  we  engage  in  this 
magiiiifieeBt  tehame  of   intenial   improvemcoi) 
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forced  and  arbitrary,  in  its  chain  of  inferences. 
What  is  it?    The  power  to  regulate  commerce 
imoDg  the  States  authorizes  Congress  to  remove 
legislative  restraints,  imposed  by  one  State  upoo 
the  trade  of  another,  passing  through  its  jurisdic- 
tion.    The  power  to  remove  legislative  restraints, 
implies  the  power  to  remove  natural  obstructions ; 
and  a  power  to  remove  natural  obstructions,  im- 
plies a  power  to  give  artificial  facilities ;  or,  in 
other  words,  to  make,  roads  and  canals.    Bat,  is 
it  true,  that  the  power  to  remove  legislative  re- 
straints implies  the  power  to  remove  natural  ob- 
structions, and  to  give  artificial  facilities  ?    The 
one  aims  only  to  protect  commerce  in  its  actual 
channels :  the  other  seeks  to  open  additional  chan- 
nels for  commerce.    The  object  of  the  former  is 
merely  to  secure  the  free  use  of  existing  highways ; 
the  effort  of  (he  latter,  is  to  create  and  construct 
new  highways.    These  things  are,  in  their  natures, 
so  essentially  distinct,  that  an  inference  from  one 
to  the  other,  is  wholly  arbitrary  and  inadmissible. 
But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Delaware  need 
not  be  afraid  that  this  j^wer  will  remain  passive, 
unless  it  is  exerted  in  giving  artificial  facilities  to 
trade.     It  has  already  oeen  exerted,  and  copiously 
exerted,  in  the  various  and  minute  regulations 
connected  with  the  coasting  tiade,  and  this  was 
probably  the  chief,  if  not  the  only,  employment  of 
i t,  contemplated  by  the  framers  otlhe Constitution. 
The  gentleman  read  a  passage  from  VaUd,  for 
the  purpose  of  proving  the  connexion  between 
good  roads  and  canals,  and  the  welfiire  of  trade. 
But  nothing  is  grained  by  this  position,  which  is 
very  readily  admitted,  until  it  is  also  proved  that 
Congress  has  a  general  power  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  trade.    The  application  of  this  author- 
ity, ther^re,  proceeds  upon  an  assumption  of  the 
very  point  in  dispute.    A  similar  defect  exists  in 
the  argument  which  claims  for  the  Qeneial  Gov- 
ernment the  same  authority  to  make  roads  and 
canals  between  these  States,  that  the  government 
of  each  State  has  to  make  roads  and  canals  within 
its  own  limits.    The  State  governments  have, 
undoubtedly,  the  ri^ht  to  make  voads  and  canals 
within  their  respective  limits ;  hot  fW)m  what  does 
this  right  result  ?    From  the  general  discretionary 
power  which  the  State  ffovernments  possess,  to 
provide  for  the  public  welfare.  •  Before  the  argu- 
ment can  be*  sustained,  then,  it  most  be  shown 
that  the  Ckneral  Government  possesses  a  like  dis- 
cretionary power,  to  provide  for  the  public  welfiire. 
The  State  governments  do  not  make  roads  and 
canals  by  virtue  of  a  specific  power  to  regulate 
commerce  amongvthe  several  portions  of  the  same 
State.    If  they  possessed  no  other  power  than  this, 
it  would  not  be  competent  for  them  to  make  roads 
and  canals. 

Much  reliance  has  been  placed,  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware,  as  well  as  other  gentlemen 
who  have  participated  in  this  discussion,  upon 
wbftt  is  said  to  have  been  the  practical  construc- 
tion of  the  power  to  '*  regulate  foreign  commerce." 
It  is  contended  that  Congress  possesses  the  same 
power  in  relation  to  ^'  commerce  among  the  sev- 
eral States,"  that  it  does  in  relation  to  ^*  foreign 
commerce;"  and  that,  as,  under  the  power  of 


regulating  foreign  commerce,  it  has  erected  light-* 
houses,  beacons,  buoys,  &c.,'  with  a  view  to  give 
safety  and  facility  to  that  commerce,  it  may,  under 
the  power  of  '^  regulating  commerce  among  the 
States,"  construct  roads  and  canals,  to  give  safety 
and  facility  to  the  internal  trade  of  the  country. 
I  beg  leave  to  ask  those  gentlemen,  by  what  au- 
thority they  refer  the  erection  of  the  lighthouses^ 
beacons,  »c.,  to  the  power  to  regulate  foreign 
commerce  ?  There  is  no  evidence  upon  the  face 
of  the  laws  themselves,  which  were  passed  for 
their  erection,  that  Congress  legislated  under  the 
idea  that  they  derived  the  raght  to  erect  them  from 
the  power  to  regulate  foreign  commerce.  There 
is  collateral  evidence^  however^  that  they  legislated 
with  reference  to  another  clause  of  the  Constitu* 
tion.  It  was  mentioned  by  my  colleague,  who 
opened  this  discussion,  (Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,)  that 
the  statute  book  contained  a  list  of  cessions  made 
by  the  several  States,  of  the  sites  for  these  build* 
ings.  The  only  cases  in  which  the  Constitutiotf 
requires  the  previous  consent  of  the  States  to  the 
alienation  ot  territory,  are  those  relating  to  the 
Seat  of  Government,  and  all  such  places  as  may 
be  acquired  for  the  "  erection  of  forts,  dock  yards^ 
dbc.,  and  other  needful  buildings."  It  would  seem, 
therefore,  from  the  formal  cessions  made  by  the 
States,  of  sites  for  lighthouses,  dbc.,  that  Congress 
legislated  with  reference  to  this  part  of  the  Con* 
stitution.  Another  explanation  has  been  sugjgestedi 
by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Yoirk.  (Mr. 
Woon,)  who  refers  the  erection  of  these  buildings 
to  the  power  to  lay  and  coUect  duties.  The  duties 
laid,  accrue  only  upon  the.  arrival  in  our  ports  of 
the  goods  and  vessels  charged  with  them.  What* 
ever,  therefore,  gives  security  and  facility  to  an 
entrance  into  our  ports^  has  an  immediate  relation 
to  this  branch  of  tne  public  revenue.  I  have  men« 
tioned  these  explanations  only  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  the  erection  of  Itffhthouses,  beacons^ 
dtc,  can  be  accounted  for,  and  have  been  account-* 
ed  for,  plausibly  at  least,  without  referring  them 
to  the  power  of  regulating  foreign  commerce.  It 
is  not  necessary  for  me  to  decide  under  what 
clause  of  the  CfonsdtatioQ  these  buildings  were 
erected.  I  will  only  say,  that  both  of  the  expla* 
nations  just  mentioned  are  as  satisfactory  to  my 
mind,  as  the  one  which  refers  them  to  the  power 
of  reguhiting  foreign  commerce.  Gentlemen  have 
taken  it  for  granted,  without  offering  to  prove^ 
that  they  were  erected  under  this  clause  of  the 
Constitution,  for  the  sake,  I  presume,  of  the  pre- 
cedent it  would  afford  them,  in  the  interpretation 
of  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the 
States.  I  beg  leave,  however,  to  say,  that,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution under  which  these  lighthouses  were  built^ 
or  any  other  act  that  has  been  done  by  preceding 
Confesses,  I  cannot  regard  such  construction  as 
legitimate  and  conclusive  evidence  of  the  true 
meaning  of  the  Constitution,  and  binding  upon 
ourselves  and  our  successors.  The  gentleman 
from  Delaware  said  it  was  a  great  error  to  con-* 
sider  the  authority  to  make  roads  and  canals  as  a 
distinct,  instead  of  a  subsidiary  power.  If  any 
power,  from  its  magnitude  and  extent,  ought  to  lie 
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Carolina  to  improve  the  naYiflntion  of  the  Roa- 
noke, and  by  concurrent  LegiuaXive  acts,  without 
asking  your  consent,  they  incorporated  a  joint 
stock  company,  which  has  lately  accomplished 
its  objects.  The  States  of  Maryland  and  Virgi- 
nia have  in  the  same  manner  united  in  making 
th&  Potomac  Canal. 

Mr.  T.  said  that,  before  he  sat  down,  he  woulS 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  cele- 
brated report  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  on  which  some  of 
the  advocates  of  this  bill  had  so  much  relied.  It 
would  appear  that  the  power  which  they  now 
deem  so  clear,  it  was  then  taken  for  granted, 
Congress  did  not  possess,  (and  here  he  read  a 
passage  £rom  the  report.)  He  thought  this  ousht 
to  produce  in  their  minds  some  doubts  whether 
they  really  possessed  this  power.  But,  if  we  had 
the  power,  and  no  dangers  were  to  be  appre- 
hended to  the  just  equilibrium  which  ougnt  to 
exist  among  the  different  branches  of  our  com- 
plex system  of  Government,  still  the  example  of 
England  ought  to  teach  us  that  the  proposed  plan 
of  making  roads  and  canals  is  not  a  wise  one. 
He  had  much  more  to  say,  but  he  had  already  tres- 
passed too  long  on  the  patience  of  the  Committee. 
He  hoped  the  Committee  mi^ht  be  induced  to 
take  some  of  his  suggestions  into  consideration  ; 
and  he  begged  them  to  remember  that  our  legis- 
lation at  the  present  time  went  far  to  give  to  our 
Government  its  Ajture  character;  that  this  nation 
was,  as  yet,  comparatively  in  its  infancy,  and 
'<  as  the  twig  is  beat  the  tree's  inclined." 

Mr.  Riv£8  followed  Mr.  Tucker  on  the  same 
side;  and,  having  made  some  progress  in  his 
speech,  gave  way  at  4  o'clock  for  a  motion  to 
rise,  when  the  Committee  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 


WEDNBsnAY,  February  4. 

Mr.  McCoT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims^ 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Joshua  Bennett, 
accompanied  by  a  biU  for  his  relief;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  yiMTON,from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  12th  ultimo, 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied 
bv  a  bill  concerning  pre-emption  rights  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas ;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  CommiUee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  state- 
ments of  all  contracts  made  by  the  War  Uepart- 
ment  in  the  year  1823;  which  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
cooununieation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ucy^  accompanying  a  statement  exhibiting  the 
duties  iiccruinff  on  merchandise  imported,  and 
drawback  payable  on  merchandise  exported,  dur- 
ing the  years  1820.  1821,  and  1822 ;  which  was 
also  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Cooke, 
(calling  for  certain  information  respecting  the  Pea 
Patch  J  was  CRlled  up,  and  adopted. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Newtosc,  the  bill  for  issoisi 
a  register  to  the  brig  William^  of  New  York,  was 
taken  up. 

.    Mr.  Jh.  jead  the  report  on  which  the  bill  was 
founded* 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  called  for  the  readifig 
of  the  documents. 

[This  vessel  had  a  British  register,  was  stiand- 
ed,  got  off,  again  sunk,  was  raised,  and  broiifkl 
into  the  port  of  New  York,  and  there  underw«st 
such  repairs  as  made  her  virtually  a  new  vessd: 
and  by  the  British  navigation  laws  had,  in  coa^^ 
quence,  forfeited  her  register.] 

A  conversation  arose  on  this  subject,  ia  wkkk 
Messrs.  Newton  and  Cambreleno  advocatei 
and  Messrs.  Foot,  Cockb,  and  McLake,  opposed 
the  passaffe  of  the  biU  to  a  third  reading;  anics 
motion  of  Mr.  McLaxe,  it  was  laid  oa  the  taUt 

SDRVBTS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CAKALS. 

The  House  then  a^ain  went  into  Committee  d 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  provisioD  for  sm* 
veys,  dec.,  on  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  Rives  said  if  the  importance  of  any  ques- 
tion can  give  it  a  claim  to  attention,  none  isasst 
worthy  of  profound  consideration  than  the  ose 
now  under  discussion.  It  is,  in  the  first  plt€(,  i 
question  of  Constitutional  right,  in  vol  ring  tU 
true  interpretation  of  that  instrument,  from  whifk 
we  derive  our  existence  as  an  independent  me& 
ber  of  the  Government,  and  to  which  we  m 
bound,  bv  the  highest  obli^tions^  to  confomi^ 
our  l^islative  conduct.  But  this,  although  tk 
most  important  aspect  which  any  subject  can  ai* 
sume,  under  a  limited  Constituticm,  is  not  ik 
only  interest  which  belongs  to  tlie  present  qoe^ 
tion.  Its  decision  must  have  a  pervading  iofl^; 
ence  upon  the  future  policy  of  the  country.  H 
that  decision  should  be  in  favor  of  the  power  cot- 
tended  for  by  the  advocates  of  the  biU,  it  will  br 
come  the  foundation  of  a  system  of  legisktj<}3 
which  I  cannot  regard  otherwise  than  as  iais* 
spicious  to  the  liberties  and  dangerous  to  the  bed 
interests  of  the  nation.  Under  these  impressiovt 
incompetent  as  I  am  to  do  justice  to  the  subjeei, 
or  in  any  degree  to* match  the  ability  which  bi» 
been  so  conspicuously  exhibited  in  its  discussioBi 
1  am  yet  ur^d  hy  a  sense  of  duty  to  coauibotf 
the  small  mite  of  my  bupible  exertions  in  defcQ^ 
of  what  I  deem  the  cause  of  the  Constitution,  &i^ 
the  principles  of  sound  policjr.  I  am  aware,  Mr< 
Chairman,  that,  in  investigations  of  this  sort,  gcB- 
eral  reasonings  from  the  spirit  of  tlie  Cod»^i^ 
tion  are  not  absolutely  conclusive.  The  ultiauu 
inquiry  must  be,  what  the  framers  of  the  Consu- 
tution  have  done,  as  evidenced  by  the  instrum^' 
itself,  rather  than  what  they  intended  to  da  Bci 
if  we  can  ascertain  what  was  the  leading  i^^ 
tion  by  which  they  were  guided,  in  Oigst^M 
the  powers  of  the  Government,  a  strong  ipr&^K 
tion  arises  that  they  have  done  nothing  iocoos^' 
ent  with  that  intention.  What,  then,  permit  a^^ 
to  ask,  was  the  cardinal  principle  which  directed: 
the  Convention  in  the  exicution  of  their  gi^^ 
work?  It  was  this:  to  transfer  to  the  careoHl^^ 
General  Government  thoae  objects  only  io  vliic^ 
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1  the  States  have  a  common  interest,  leaving 
lose  in  which  the  Stales  have  separate  and  pe- 
iliar  interests  to  be  provided  for  by  their  own 
)mescic  governments ;  and  this  rale  applies  alike 
every  species  of  federal  power,  whether  it  be 
[ternal  or  municipal.  In  pursuance  of  this  prin- 
pie,  the  General  Government  was  charged  with 
le  question  of  peace  or  war,  the  regulation  of 
)mmerce,  the  conduct  of  negotiations,  and  the 
irious  other  objects  connected  with  our  foreign 
lations.  In  these  all  the  States  have  but  one 
terest,  and  that,  emphatically,  a  national  inter- 
t.  So,  likewise,  with  regard  to  that  class  of 
)wers  granted  to  Congress,  which  operate  inter- 
illy,  such  as  the  powers  to  establish  uniform 
ws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy,  to  organize  a 
deral  judiciary,  to  establish  a  common  standard 

*  weights  and  measures,  and  to  regulate  the  na- 
}nal  currency.  AH  the  States  stand  precisely 
1  the  same  relation  to  these  powers,  and  are  at- 
cted  in  the  same  manner,  by  the  exercise  of 
teni,  in  their  social  and  civil  transactions.  But 
lis  is  not,  and  cannot  be  the  case  with  internal 
oprovements.  They  affect  parts,  and  not  the 
bole,  of  the  Confederacy.  They  are^  from  a 
lysical  necessity,  local  in  their  situation,  and 
cal  in  their  influence  and  their  benefits.  Take 
le  most  extended  object  of  internal  improve- 
lent,  the  projected  road,  for  example,  from  Maine 

•  New  Orleans,  or,  if  you  please,  the  navigation 
'  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  in  which  the  hon- 
able  Speaker  has  said  twelve  States  and  two 
erritories  are  interested,  still,  comprehensive  and 
iportant  as  these  schemes  of  improvement  un- 
mbtedly  are,  they  are  limited,  in  their  advan- 
ges,  to  particular  States,  and  the  rest  of  the 
aioQ  has  no  interest  in  them.  They  are,  there- 
•re,  not  such  objects  of  common  interest  to  all 
te  States,  as  the  Constitution  intended  to  trans- 
r  to  the  General  (government. 

But  here  we  are  met  by  the  argument  of  the 
morable  Speaker,  that  there  is  an  intermediate 
ass  of  objects,  affecting  more  than  one  State, 
id  yet  not  extending  to  all  the  States,  which 
quire  the  united  means  of  a  Confederacy  to  ex- 
;ute  tbem,  and  the  only  Confederacy  which  can 
)w  legitimately  exist  for  such  a  purpose,  is  that 
'the  union  ;  because  the  Constitution  prohibits 
le  State  from'  entering  into  compacts  or  agree- 
ents  with  another  State.  The  honorable  gen- 
eman  will  excuse  me  for  sayinff  that  this  argu- 
eat  is  founded  on  a  mistake  of  the  actual  pro- 
sions  of  the  Constitution.  The  Constitution 
)es  not  prohibit  compacts  between  the  States, 
It  merely  restrains  the  States  from  entering  into 
ich  compacts,  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
he  consent  of  Congress  is  required,  as  a  neces- 
iry  check  to  prevent  the  States  from  forming 
)mbinations  hostile  to  th»  Union,  or  dangerous 
» its  peace  and  safety ;  but  where  any  number  of 
le  States  desire  to  enter  into  arrangements  with 
ich  other,  for  the  accomplishment  of  some  bene- 
cial  object,  in  which  they  have  a  common  inter- 
t,  it  never  could  have  been  supposed  or  intended 
at  the  consent  of  Congress  would  be  withheld, 
he  States,  in  such  cases,  are  still  left  at  liberty 
18th  CoN.  1st  Se88.— 43 


to  unite  their  resources,  by  entering  into  compacts 
with  each  other,  subject  only  to  the  reasonable 
control  of  Congress;  and  this  privilege  was  no 
doubt  reserved  to  them  with  an  express  view  to 
the  very  class  of  objects  now  in  question,  which 
concern  two  or  more  members  of  the  Confedera- 
cy, but  yet  do  not  possess  such  a  character  of 
upiversal  national  interest  as  to  bring  them  within 
the  legitimate  sphere  of  the  government  of  the 
whole. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  in  the  course  of  his 
argument,  laid  down  a  position,  which  he  seemed 
to  consider  entirely  decisive  of  the  present  ques- 
tion. Adveninff  to  the  distinction  between  the 
Articles  of  Coniederation  and  our  present  Consti- 
tution, and  remarking  that,  under  the  former,  the 
General  Government,  in  its  most  important  func- 
tions, operated  upon  the  States,  and,  under  the 
latter,  that  it  acts  directly  upon  the  individuals 
who  compose  those  States,  he  deduced,  as  a  gpen- 
eral  principle,  that  the  Government  of  the  Union, 
as  now  organized,  is  wholly  independent  of  the 
States  for  the  execution  of  any  of  its  powers.  So 
far  is  this  from  being  correct,  in  the  broad  extent 
assumed  by  the  honorable  Speaker,  that  I  have 
always  supposed  directlv  the  contrary :  that  the 
General  Government  is  dependent  upon  the  States 
for  the  execution  of  all  its  powers,  for  it  cannot 
exist,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  States.  Are 
not  your  Senators,  who  compose  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislative  Department  of  this  Govern- 
ment, elected  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  States? 
Is  not  your  Executive  Magistrate  chosen,  also,  by 
the  affency,  and  under  the  direction,  of  the  State 
Legislatures  7 

[Here  Mr.  Ci^y  explained.  He  said  he  never 
contended  that,  if  a  majority  of  the  States  with- 
held their  co-operation,  the  General  Government 
might  not  be  dissolved;  but,  his  principle  was, 
when  the  General  Government  is  once  organized, 
and  moves  by  its  own  inherent  energy,  and  acts 
independently  of  State  power.] 

Mr.  Rives  said,  he  had  not  the  pleasure  of  hear- 
ing the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman.  He 
had  only  read  the  report  of  it  given  in  the  news- 
papers, and  he  thought  that  the  principle  to  which 
he  had  referred,  as  stated  in  that  report,  required 
some  qualification.  But.  even  as  now  qualified, 
by  the  explanations  of  the  Speaker,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  give  his  assent  to  it.  I  understand 
the  honorable  Speaker,  said  Mr.  R.,  now  to  say, 
that,  although  the  Gkneral  Government  does  de- 
pend upon  the  States  for  its  existence,  yet,  in  the 
ordinary  and  regular  exercise  of  its  vested  powers, 
it  is  wholly  independent  of  the  aid  and  co-opera- 
tion of  the  State  governments.  I  have  always 
entertained,  said  Mr.  R.,  a  different  opinion  of  our 

r)litical  system,  and  for  that  opinion  I  supposed 
had  the  sanction  of  high  authority.  The  authors 
of  *'  The  Federalist,"  in  various  passages  of  their 
celebrated  work,  sp(*ak  of  the  State  governments 
as  incorporated  into  the  system  of  the  General 
Government,  as  auxiliary  to  its  operations,  and 
indeed  as  indispensable  to  its  maintenance.  In 
one  passage,  they  say  emphatically^  if  the  General 
Government  should  ever  arbitrarily  aboUsh  the 
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Btate  governments,  it  would  be  compelled,  by  the 
principle  of  self-preservation,  to  reinstate  them — 
implymg,  as  it  seems  to  me,  in  the  strongest  man- 
ner, the  dependence  of  the  General  Gk>vernment 
Upon  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  the  State  gov- 
ernments. Bat  let  us  examine  this  subject  more 
minutely,  in  refelrence  to  some  of  the  powers  of 
the  General  Government.  In  the  exercise  of  its 
militarv  power,  which  has  been  so  much  talked 
of  in  tne  course  of  this  discussion,  is  there  not  a 
partial  dependence,  at  least,  of  the  General  GTov- 
ernment  upon  the  State  governments?  The  Con- 
stitution ^ives  to  Congress  the  power  to  "  provide 
for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  mi- 

^  Htia  ;^^  and  "  tor  calling  them  forth  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  to  suppress  insurrections,  and 
to  repel  invasions;"  but  expressly  reserves  to  the 
States  "the  appointment  or  the  officers,  and  the 
authority  of  training  the  militia  according  to  the 
discipline  prescribed  by  Congress."  Here,  then, 
we  find  the  General  Government  made  dependent 
upon  the  States  for  the  efficient  exercise  ot  a  vital 
power,  connected  with  the  peace  and  safety  of  the 
nation ;  for,  what  is  your  militia  without  officers 
and  without  trainins?  So,  likewise,  in  relation 
to  another  power  of  Congress,  which  has  been 
the  subject  of  much  commentarv,  in  the  course  of 
this  debate — I  allude  to  the  suoject  of  fortifica- 
tions, arsenals,  dbc.  Amid  the  various  construc- 
tions which  have  been  put  upon  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution  relating  to  this  subject,  all  have 
agreed  that  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  it  gives  over 
the  sites  of  these  works,  cannot  be  exercised  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States 
in  which  they  are  located.  Here,  then,  we  have 
another  example  of  the  dependence  of  the  General 
Government  upon  the  State  governments,  in  a 
point  belonging  to  one  of  its  highest  trusts,  the 
care  of  the  "common  defence."  Whether,  there- 
fore, I  look  to  the  general  aim  and  scope  of  the 
Constitution,  or  to  its  particular  provisions,  I  can- 
not acquiesce  in  the  principle  assumed  by  the 
honorable  Speaker.  The  application  of  this  prin- 
ciple to  the  subject  of  the  present  discussion,  has 
not  been  clearly  developed,  but  I  presume  it  is 
this :  If  roads  and  canals  are  necessary  to  the 
legitimate  operations  of  the  General  Government, 
that  Government,  being  wholly  independent  of 

•  any  extrinsic  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  its  lawful 
objects,  may  make  roads  and  canals  for  itself, 
whenever,  and  wherever  it  chooses.  I  shall  here- 
after endeavor  to  show,  that,  although  roads  and 
canals  may  be  essential  to  some  of  the  purooses  of 
the  General  Government,  yet,  they  aresueh  facili- 
ties as  would  naturally  arise  in  the  progress  of 
society,  under  the  care  of  the  State  governments, 
and  that  there  was,  therefore,  no  necessity  to  in- 
vest the  General  Government  with  authority  to 
create  them.  Any  construction  which  loses  siffht 
of  the  existence  ot  the  State  governments,  and  of 
the  important  purposes  the^r  were  intended  to 
fulfil,  in  reference  to  the  afikirs  of  the  Union,  as 
well  as  the  interests  of  the  respective  States,  is 
incompatible  with  the  nature  of  our  political  sys- 
tem, and  necessarily  leads  us  into  error. 
There  were  some  other  general  principles  laid 


down  in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  the  bnnnr 
and  application  of  which,  to  the  question  ondei 
consideration,  I  could  not  very  distinctly  discm. 
I  notice  them,  therefore,  onlv  for  the  purpoKof 
entering  my  protest  against  them.  An  nononlik 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  ST0RB8)assertec 
that  the  General  Government  was  a  maoicipil. 
or  in  other  words  a  National  Government,  a  cot 
tradistinguished  from  a  Federal  Govenimeiii  . 
would  ask  that  gentleman  who  were  the  panis: 
to  the  formation  of  this  Government?  W« 
they  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as  comp 
inff  one  entire  nation,  or  as  divided  into  disu&r: 
political  communities  ?  Unquestionably  the  Uss 
It  required,  too,  for  its  establishment,  not  the  ec^ 
sent  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  merely,  baitk 
unanimous  ratification  of  all  the  States  who  V 
came  parties  to  it.  In  the  mode  provided  for  z 
amendment,  also,  the  concurrence  of  three-fourth. 
of  the  States  is  necessary  to  any  alteration  of  n 
principles,  without  regard  to  individual  memba 
These  circumstances  unequivocally  character:^ 
it  as  a  Fhderal  Government. 

In  another  important  relation,  the  only  one  is 
Vol  ved  in  the  discussion — the  extent  of  its  poweis- 
it  is  decidedly  federal  and  not  national.  Thei^ 
thority  to  which  the  honorable  gentleman  haiif*- 
pealed,  on  another  branch  of  the  subject  i^ 
Federalist)  says,  it  is  of  the  essence  of  a  oaticj. 
Government  to  possess  a  supreme  indefinite  pov? 
over  all  persons  and  things,  so  far  as  they  are  :s' 
objects  of  lawful  government.  Bat  the  powe*:: 
this  Government  is,  by  universal  acknowledgnf:' 
defined,  and  limited  to  special  objects.  By  wr. 
process,  then,  has  such  a  Government,  distingoi^!!^ 
by  50  many  federal  features,  been  converted  '^- 
a  national  Gk>vernment  ?  By  a  series  of  nh^. 
deductions,  which,  considering  the  gentlecDs:' 
aversion  to  political  metaphysics,  does  rata- 
credit  to  his  j^enius  and  perspicacity. 

Having  disposed  of  these  preliminary  topical 
come  now  to  consider  the  particular  sources  ic  tie 
Constitution  from  which  the  alleged  power  tf 
Congress  to  make  roads  and  canals  has  beec  it 
duc^.  The  first  of  these  sources  is  that  cWosf  f 
the  Constitution  which  gives  to  Congress  ty 
power  to  ^  eetabHth  post  offices  and  post  roaJ^' 
which,  it  is  contended,  is  an  express  grant  of  t^ 
power  to  make  post  roads.  Whatever  cont<'Qp^ 
therefore,  gentlemen  may  have  for  philologt^ 
disquisitions,  or  however  little  they  may  seem  t*^ 
befit  the  dignity  of  legislative  discassioD,  we  art 
necessarily  driven  to  inquire  into  the  troemeaoi&£ 
of  the  word  eHahlish,  The  honorable  Speabr j)t| 
defined  it  thus,  "  to  make  firm,  to  fix,  to  build.**  I 
agree  with  that  gentleman  in  the  first  part  of  ^ 
definition,  but  I  am  unable  to  follow  him  to  t^^ 
bound  by  which  he  has  skipped  from  "to  imIj 
firm,  to  nx,"  to  the  last  interpretation,  "  to  buiii 
which  seems  to  me  to  depart  very  widely  from  tbf 
other  meaninfi^s  ascribed  to  the  word.  Tfae  orif^ 
nal  and  literal  import  of  the  word  is,  unquesri:?a- 
ably,  to  render  stable,  or  "make  firm ;"  and.  ^, 
an  easy  transition  in  its  application  to  new  object** 
it  has  come  to  signify  generally  to  fix,  to  setile.i-' 
ascertain.    Let  us  apply  it  in  this  sense,  which  t» 
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sBDCtioned  hj  the  Speakec^s-defiDition,  to  the  sub- 
ject of  peat  roads.  There  exists  in  the  country  a 
^at  variety  of  roads,  passing  in  different  direc- 
tions, and  communicating  with  different  points. 
It  is  impossible,  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  all  of 
tbem  should  be  used  as  post  roads.  The  Consti- 
tation,  therefore,  gives  to  Congress  the  power  to 
tiUMish,  or,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  foregoing 
definition,  to  fix,  to  settle,  to  ascertain,  which  of 
them  should  be  used  as  post  roads,  and  to  give 
tbem  a  legal  character  as  such.  But  the  honorable 
Speaker  contends,  that  the  word  ''  establish"  im- 
plies something  more,  and  is  used  in  a  creative 
sense;  for  examples  of  which  he  refers  to  the  ex- 
pressions '* establish  justice,"  and  "ordain  and  es- 
tablish this  Constitution,"  used  in  the  preamble 
of  that  instrument.  T  hese  examples  do  not  appear 
to  me  to  be  very  apposite  to  the  purpose  for  which 
they  are  cited..  It  has  been  very  properly  said, 
tbat  the  preamble  of  the  Constitution,  m  stating 
it  to  be  one  of  the  objects  of  the  new  Qovernment 
"to  establish  justice,"  could  not  have  meant  that 
JQstiee  was  to  be  created  by  it.  Such  an  use  of 
tbe  term  would  be  little  less  than  -  sacrilep^ious. 
Justice  is  an  abstract  principle,  an  emanation  of 
the  divine  mind,  always  and  every  where  existing. 
AU  that  the  Constitution  could  accomplish,  was 
to  embody  it,  to  organize  tribunals  and  prescribe 
forms  for  its  administration,  and  thus  establish,  or 
fix  it,  on  sure  and  permanent  foundations. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  however,  contends,  that 
in  one  sense,  we  do  create  justice — we  create,  he 
tajra,  the  criminal  justice  of  the  country,  because 
we  create  the  crimes,  which  are  probioited  and 
punished  by  our  laws.  But  in  what  sense  do  we 
create  a  crime  1  We  do  not  create  the  fact  which 
constitutes  the  crime,  we  only  create  the  legal 
character  which  is  imposed  upon  that  fact. 

[Here  Mr.  Clat  explained.  He  said  there  was 
a  distinction  between  acts  which  are  mala  in  se, 
and  those  which  are  moto  proMbUa.  As  to  the 
latter,  they  are  wrong,  only  because  the  Legisla- 
ture has  made  them  -so,  and  in  relation  to  tbem, 
therefore,  the  l^w  creates  the  crime.] 

Mr.  RivBs  said,  this  view  of  the  subject  was 
Bot  affected  by  the  explanation  of  the  honorable 
gentleman.  As  to  that  class  of  public  wrongs 
which  are  called  mala  prohibita,  it  is. true  they  are 
in  themselves  indifferent,  and  become  crimes  only 
because  the  Legislature  makes  them  so.  But  what 
Aoes  this  prove  ?  It  proves  only  that  the  Legisla- 
ture creates  the  le^l  character  or  denomination 
of  the  fact  prohibited,  by  makinff  that  unlawful 
which  was  before  lawful ;  but  the  Legislature  does 
uot  create  the  fact  itself,  to  which  this  new  char- 
acter or  denomination  is  given.  That  exists  in- 
denendently,  and  in  spite  of  the  law.  This  is  not 
ooljr  consistent  with,  but  corroborates  one  expla- 
nation of  the  word  "  establish,"  as  applied  to  post 
^ds.  Congress,  by  establishing  a  post  road,  gives 
^  new  character,  a  le^al  attribute  to  the  subject, 
tuaking  that  a  post  road  which  was  before  not  a  post 
load ;  but,  in  the  legitimate  exercise  of  this  au- 
thority, it  can  no  more  create  the  physical,  mate- 
rial road,  to  which  the  new  character  is  given, 
than  in  the  case  of  a  crime  it  creates  the  external 


fact  to  which  a  penalty  is  annexed.  The  same 
explanation  is  equally  applicable  to  the  expression, 
*^  We  the  people,  in  order,  dbc,  do  ordain  and 
establish  this  Constitution."  The  people  certainly 
did  not  create  the  Constitution,  in  the  sense  in 
which  it  is  contended  tbat  the  word  "  establish" 

5ives  to  Congress  authority  to  create  post  roads, 
'he  instrument  already  existed.  It  had  come 
from  the  hands  of  the  Convention  perfect  in  ail  its 
dimensions,  and  was  submitted  to  the  people  for 
ratification.  All  that  the  people  did  was  to  estab- 
lish it,  by  ffivin^  it  the  sanction  of  their  approba- 
tion, an«  investing  it  with  a  legal  and  omding 
character.  The  same  kind  of  authority  is  con- 
ceded to  Congress  without  hesitation  in  regard  to 
the  establish  inettt  of  post  roads. 

But  we  are  told,  triumphantly,  that  the  word 
establish  must  mean  the  same  thing,  in  relation 
to  post  roads,  that  it  does  in  relation  to  post  offices, 
and  that,  as  to  post  offices,  it  certainly  means  to 
onaUf  because  Congress,  in  esUxhUshinff  trpost  office 
at  a  particular  place,  makes  a  post  office  which 
did  not  exist  before.  But  what  is  the  nature  of 
this  creation  ?  Congress  declare  that  a  post  office 
shall  be  kept  at  a  place  where  there  was  no  post  of** 
fiee  before.  In  doing  so,  it  certainly  does  not  create 
the  place  at  which  the  post  office  is  established, 
but  gives  to  that  place  a  privilege  and  accommo- 
dation which  it  did  not  possess  before.  So,  Con- 
gress, in  estabHshiag  a  post  road,  according  to  what 
we  deem  the  true  interpretation  of  this,  power, 
makes  that  a  post  road  wnich  was  not  a  post  road 
before,  or,  in  other  words,  gives  to  a  pre-existing 
road  a  character  and  attribute  which  did  not  pre- 
viously belong  to  it.  The  post  road  is  as  much 
created,  if  gentlemen  will  insist  upon  this  ditfine 
prerogative  in  the  one  case,  as  the  post  office  in 
the  other,  and  the  creation,  I  will  add,  no  more 
extends  to  the  road  itself^  which  is  the  channel  of 
the  post  route,  in  the  one  case,  than  it  does  to  the 
place  which  is  the  scene  of  thie  post  office,  in  the 
other. 

The  examples  relied  upon  to  support  the  inter- 
pretation which  gentlemen  have  given  of  the  word 
"  establish,"  seem  to  me,  therefore,  to  fall  very  far 
short  of  their  object.  On  the  contrary,  they  are 
not  only  consistent  with,  but  furnish  apt  illustra* 
tions  01,  the  sense  in  which  we  contend  it  is  prop- 
erly to  be  understood.  The  word,  in  its  primitive 
and  most  simple  sense,  means  to  render  stable  or 
make  firm,  and  is  strictly  applicable  to  natural 
objects.  But  it  is  now  more  generally  applied  to 
intellectual  objects,  and  when  so  applied,  b  of 
course,  used  in  a  figurative  sense.  Natural  objects 
are  established  or  made  firm  by  means  of  external 
support ;  and,  by  an  obvious  analogy,  matters  of 
ci^il  and  political  regulation  are  saia  to  be  estab- 
lished or  made  firm  when  we  give  to  them  the 
support  and  sanction  of  law.  In  this  sense^  the 
word  is  uniformly  used  in  the  Constitution,  and 
all  similar  instruments,  with  such  modifications 
only  as  necessarily  arise  from  the  nature  of  the 
subject  to  which  it  was  applied.  It  was  intended, 
as  gentlemen  allege,  to  give  to  Congress  the  power 
to  make  post  roads,  why  was  not  that  power  grant- 
ed in  terms  which  every  person  would  have  tin- 
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derstood,  and  about  which  there  coald  be  no  con- 
troversy ?  Was  the  p<n>erty  of  the  language  so 
great,  or  were  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  so 
deJloierU  in  their  knowledge  of  it,  as  to  have  sup- 
plied no  word  fitted  to  conrey  the  idea?  When 
we  speak  of  the  erection  of  a  house,  we  do  not  say 
that  such  a  one  has  established  a  house,  but  that 
he  has  built  it.  If  it  had  been  intended  to  give 
to  Congress  the  power  now  claimed  for  it,  why 
did  not  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  say,  in  so 
many  words,  that  Congress  shall  hare  power  to 
make  and  construct  post  roads  ?  These  words  were 
at  hand,  and  were  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  of 
convey ioff  such  a  power.  That  they,  or  other 
words  of  plainly  equivalent  meaning,  were  not 
used,  is  evidence  that  the  power  they  import  was 
not  intended  to  be  given. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  the  nature  and  object  of 
this  grant  that  Congress  should  possess  the  power 
to  vuike  post  roads.  The  object  of  the  grant  was 
the  conveyance  of  the  mail,  and  the  transmission 
of  intelligence  through  the  country.  It  never 
could  have  been  contemplated  that  intelligence 
should  be  transmitted  to  an  unsettled  country, 
where  there  were  no  persons  to  receive  it.  But, 
as  soon  as  a  country  becomes  settled,  roads  neces- 
sarily exist.  The  great  interests  of  society,  the 
operations  of  commerce,  and  the  convenience  of 
private  intercourse,  necessarily  give  rise  to  them; 
and  as  the  population  and  demands  for  intelligence 
increase,  the  facilities  of  commtintcatioo  increase 
also.  Tne  same  roads  which  answer  the  ordinary 
purposes  of  society,  would  certainly  suffice  for  the 
simple  object  of  transporting  the  mail.  It  never 
could  have  been  intended,  in  reference  to  such  an 
object,  to  confer  upon  Congress  the  disproportion- 
ate power  of  opening  and  constructing  roads 
through  the  territories  of  the  States.  Whether, 
therefore,  I  look  to  the  language  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, or  to  the  policy  of  its  provisions,  in  relation 
to  this  subject,  I  am  alike  constrained  to  discard 
the  construction  which  claims  for  Congress  the 
power  in  question,  under  the  clause  we  have  been 
considering. 

The  next  source  which  the  advocates  of  the 
bill  have  appealed  to  for  the  authoritjr  to  execute 
a  system  ot  internal  improvements,  is,  the  mili- 
tary power  of  the  Government.  The  authority 
claimed  under  this  part  of  the  Constitution  ex- 
tends to  canals  as  well  as  roads.  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, like  the  authority  asserted  in  relation  to  post 
roads,  claimed  as  an  express  power,  but  only  as 
an  incidental  power,  or  means  of  carrying  another 
power  into  eitect.  The  first  inquiry  which  pre- 
sents itself,  therefore,  is,  as  to  the  true  nature  and 
extent  of  incidental  powers.  It  must  never  Ije 
forgotten  that  this  Grovernment  is  one  of  limited 
and  defined  powers.  However  ready  gentlemen 
are  to  admit  this  proposition,  when  their  assent  is 
distinctly  challenged  to  it,  they  seem  habitually 
to  lose  sight  of  it  in  their  reasonings  upon  Con- 
stitutional questions.  All  the  powt;rs  granted  to 
the  Government  are  enumerated  in  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  but.  as  it  was  impossible  to  foresee  every 
individual  act  of  legislation  which  might  become 
necessary  to  carry  these  powers  into  effect,  Con- 


gress is  in  general  authorized  to  do  aojactviiieii 
shall  be  "  necessary  and  proper  "  for  carry  log  t)ie 

f  ran  ted  powers  into  execution,  but  Dooeoiiiflr. 
f  we  depart  from  this  limit,  we  al  OQceclaBfe 
the  character  of  the  Governnient,  as  possess^ 
special  and  defined  powers  only,  and  cooTotit 
intoone  of  general  discretionary  authority.  Wbo- 
everany  measure  is  proposed,  therefore,  the &st 
question  to  be  asked  is,  Is  the  authority  to  tiiopl 
it  expressly  granted  in  the  Constitution  ?  If  it  be 
not,  the  next  question  is,  Is  it  a  necessary  aQd|in)> 
per  means  of  carrying  into  execution  toy  pover 
which  is  expressly  granted  1    If  it  is  not  pretcd- 
ed  that  the  authority  to  make  roads  tod  casik 
for  military  purposes  is  expressly  granted  to  CoS' 
gress,  is  it,  then,  a  necessary  and  proper  meiDsfdt 
carrying  into  execution  the  military  powerswhieh 
are  granted  ?    I  will  not  denv  that  roads  vA 
canals  are  useful,  or,  if  you  please,  necessary, is 
the  military  operations  ot  the  GJovernmeot.  Bsi 
this  is  not  the  question.  The  real  point  of  inqnin 
is.  Is  it  necessary  to  the  militarv  operations  of  tk 
Government  that  Congress  snould  possess  tk 
power  to  make  them  ?    Roads  and  canals  wooU 
exist  from  the  influence  of  other  causes,  wiiboiK 
invoking  the  agency  of  Congress.    They  arc, v 
already  suggested,  the  natural  and  invariable  tf- 
companiments  of  population,  in  every  eoQDtrT< 
The  wants  and  enterprise  of  individuals,  tbecoB- 
mon  interests  of  society,  and  the  paternal  are^ 
the  State  governments,  which  are  more  partiee- 
larly  charged  with  the  domestic  police  of  tbecoes- 
try,  would  bring  them  into  existence.    Tbesuat 
causes  would  insure  their  multiplication  aodi^l 
provement.    As  the  country  improved  in  wolii 
and  population,  the  means  or   commaoicat>^ 
would  improve  with  it.  The  members  of  the  Cd* 
vention,as  men  ordinarily  conversant, at  least, viii 
human  affairs,  must  have  foreseen  this  oatoti 
course  of  things,  and  could  not  have  deemed  it 
necessary  to  give  to  Congress  the  power  of  creai- 
ing  channels  of  communication,  which  would  ctf- 
tainly  grow  out  of  the  wants  of  society  aod  ^ 
benencent  superintendence  of  the  State  go^^ 
ments.    All  that  was  necessary,  was  to  g\^t^ 
the  Qeueral  Government  the  right  of  usio^  i^ 
highways,  in  prosecuting  its  military  and  oti^j 
lawful  operations,  and  this  right  is  conceded  (d>'| 
in  the  fullest  extent    Will  any  gentleroaoi^f 
that  food  and  clothing  are  as  necessary  for  tN 
subsistence  of  the  soldier  as  roads  for  hi m  to  va^ 
upon  1    And  yet,  it  will  not  be  contended  tlii< 
Congress  has  authority  to  condemn  and  occspf 
large  portions  of  the  territory  of  the  States  f^^ 
farms  to  produce  the  one,  or  factories  to  sapn 
the  other.    Why  ?    Because  the  natural  wanisa 
society  furnish  the  best  security  that  these  article 
will  he  produced,  and  render  it  unnecessar]r  to  i^ 
•vest  the  Government  with  any  authority  tor  t^ 
purpose.    But  it  is  said  that,  in  the  ^^^^^^^ 
country,  and  the  military  operations  coonec^ 
with  it,  other  and  better  channels  of  commoDifA' 
tion  would  be  required  than  those  already  existisf 
under  the  authority  of  the  States.    Let  us  i»^\ 
and  see  to  what  extent  this  idea  would  ^"J^ 
We  have  an  extensive  frontier,  and  are  eipo^ 
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to  attack  on  every  side  of  it    On  the  Atlantic 
•oast  we  are  exposed  to  the  hostilities  of  any  Eu- 
opean  Power,  and,  through  the  whole  extent  of 
)ar  inland  frontier,  we  are  liable  to  the  incarsion;^ 
)f  our  British,  Spanish,  and  Indian  neighbors. 
If  we  undertake  a  system  of  roads  and  canals 
irith  a  view  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  war,  as 
t  is  uncertain  in  what  quarter  we  shall  be  assail- 
m1,  we  must  extend  them  to  every  point  of  our 
Vontier.    The  whole  face  of  our  territory  would 
hus  be  covered  with  military  roads  and  canals. 
Is  not  this  a  solecism  in  legislation  ?    Military 
oads  and  canals,  which  would  be  used  for  civil 
md  commercial  purposes  more  than  a  thousand 
imes  for  once  that  tney  would  be  applied  to  mili- 
ary purposes!      Whether  they  would  ever  be 
ised,  indeed,  for  military  purposes,  would  depend 
ipon  remote  and  dubious  contmeencies,  the  occur- 
ence of  which  no  man  could  toresee. 
But,  leaving  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  re- 
:arning  to  the  principles  first  laid  down,  as  to  the 
ust  extent  of  the  incidental  powers  of  the  Grov- 
irnment,  I  ask  if  it  be  possible  to  justify  the  mea- 
sure proposed  by  the  application  of  those  princi- 
ples?   A  national  system  of  roads  and  canals, 
inder  the  exclusive  patronage  of  Congress,  can- 
lot,  in  any  sense  of  the  term,  be  said  to  be  neoes- 
(ar/  to   the  making  and   prosecuting  of  war. 
Wars  have  been  made  and  prosecuted,  and  suc- 
cessfully prosecuted,  without  any  such  system. 
M\  that  can  be  said  of  it  is,  that  it  might  have  a 
tendency  to  give  greater  effect  and  increased  en- 
ergy to  the  exertion  of  the  national  force  in  time 
)f  war.    But,  if  the  power  to  declare  war  au- 
thorizes Congress  to  ao  every  thing  which  may 
ha?e  a  tendency  to  add  to  the  strength  and  re- 
sources of  the  nation,  in  a  military  point  of  view, 
then  there  is  nothing  connected  with  the  "general 
B^eifare"  which  Congress  mav  not  do ;  for,  what- 
ever advances  the  interests  ot  learning,  of  manu- 
factures, of  agriculture,  of  commerce,  or  in  any 
manner  promotes  the  internal  prosperity  of  the 
:ountry,  certainly  has  a  tendency  to  increase  its 
ttrength,  in-  a  conflict  with  a  foreign  enemy.    A 
principle  of  construction,  leading  to  such  conse- 
quences, cannot  be  maintained.    The  honorable 
Speaker  expressed  his  acquiescence  in  the  princi- 
ples asserted  by  Virginia  in  1798.    Those  princi- 
ples were  embalmed  and  immortalized  in  the  cel- 
ebrated report  of  Mr.  Madison,  which  has  been 
ineniioned  in  the  course  of  this  debate.    The  prin- 
ciples contained  in  that  report  do  not  derive  their 
uinction  from  the  great  name  alone  with  which 
ihey  are  associated.    They  received  a  still  higher 
lanciion — that  of  the  American  people.    For,  it 
Was  the  potent  influence  of  these  very  principles 
which  wrought,  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  that 
change  of  men  and  measures,  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Government,  which  has  been  emphati- 
cally styled  the  civil  revolution  of  1801.    If  any 
writing,  therefore,  can  be  fairly  appealed  to  as 
authority  in  Constitutional  discussions,  it  is  this 
report.    [Here  Mr.  R.  read  extracts  from  "Madi- 
son's report."]    The  simple  criterion,  then,  is  this : 
the  measure  ^ught  to  be  adopted,  as  incidental  to 
an  express  power,  must  have  an  "  immediate  and 


appropriate  relation  to  that  power,  as  a  means  ne- 
cessary and  proper  for  carrying  it  into  execution. 
"A  tendency,  merely,  in  the  measure  to  promote 
an  obiect  for  which  Congress  is  authorized  to  pro- 
vide," does  not  justify  its  adoption.  Now,  does 
not  all  that  has  been  said,  and  can  be  said,  in  fa- 
vor of  a  national  system  of  roads  and  canals, 
amount  to  this — that  they  would  have  a  tendency 
to  promote  or  facilitate  the  operations  of  war- 
not  that  they  have  an  immediate  and  appropriate, 
relation  to  the  power  of  making  war — as  means 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  that  power  into 
execution.  One  of  my  colleagues  (Mr.  J.  S.  Bas- 
bour)  adverted  to  this  rule  ^r  the  deduction  of 
incidental  powers,  and  seemed  to  think  it  too  rigid, 
because,  he  said,  it  excludes  a  choice  of  means. 
Sir,  it  does  not  exclude  a  choice  of  means ;  it  only 
limits  that  choice.  And  permit  me  to  say  that,  in 
order  to  preserve  the  true  character  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, it  is  as  necessary  to  limit  th^  means  of 
executing  its  powers  as  to  limit  the  powers  them- 
selves ;  lor,  in  the  language  of  the  distinguished 
authority  which  I  have  just  quoted,  "it  is  wholly 
'  immaterial  whether  unlimited  powers  be  exer- 

*  eised  in  the  name  of  unlimited  powers,  or  in  the 
<  name  of  unlimited  means  of  carrying  limited 

*  powers  into  execution." 

But,  we  have  been  gravely  told  that  roads  and 
canals  are  fortifications.  Why,  sir,  a  lively  ima- 
gination and  an  ardent  zeal  may  convert  any 
thing  into  fortifications.  It  may  he  said,  with  as 
much  justice,  and  as  little  violence  of  metaphor, 
that  the  hearts  of  our  people  are  fortifications;  for, 
after  all,  the  moral  energies  of  a  nation  are  as  im- 
portant to  its  defence  as  physical  works  of  any 
sort.  As  a  part,  then,  of  this  system  of  military 
defence,  we  must  establish  schools  and  colleges, 
to  imbue  the  minds  of  our  youth  with  the  love  of 
liberty,  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  our  free 
institutions,  and  a  loyal  and  patriotic  devotion  to 
their  country !  In  like  manner,  the  granaries  of 
the  farmer  are  fortifications— the  workshops  of 
the  mechanic  are  fortifications— for  they  furnish 
the  indispensable  means  of  subsistence  to  the 
troops  who  are  to  defend  you.  Thus,  by  the 
ma^ic  influence  of  lanjp^uage,  Congress,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  its  military  Unctions,  may  invest  itself 
with  a  general  and  unlimited  patronage  of  all  the 
great  interests  of  society — ^its  education,  its  agri- 
culture, its  industry. 

It  has  been  triumphantly  asked  if  Congress  can 
erect  forts  and  dock  yards,  may  they  not  make 
roads  to  go  into  them  f  Unquestionably,  the  right 
to  erect  these  works,  necessarily  implies  the  right 
of  way,  by  which  a  communication  is  to  be  had 
with  them.  If  there  be  no  road  leading  to  them, 
the  Government  may  render  its  right  of  way  ef- 
fectual, by  opening  a  road  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
rauification.  But  what  is  the  road  in  this  case? 
It  is  strictly  an  appurtenance  to  the  fort  or  dock 
yard,  and  is  confined  to  the  purpose  of  communi- 
cation with  it.  It  is  a  thing  wholly  distinct  from 
a  system  of  internal  improvements,  having  no  ac- 
tual connexion  with  any  military  work,  nor  bear- 
ing any  peculiar  and  appropriate  relation  to  mili- 
taiy  operations^   There  Can  be  no  do^bt  that  the 
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General  Government  hat  a  rieht  of  passage  throuffb 
the  territory  of  the  States  tor  any  of  its  lawnil 
purposes,  and  it  mav,  therefore,  in  time  of  war, 
open  a  military  roaa,  when  it  is  necessary  to  the 
accomplishment  of  anjr  particular  military  move- 
ment. In  such  a  case,  it  has  a  right  to  a  passage; 
and  there  can  he  no  passage  without  a  road.  But 
the  road  is  then  made  and  used,  pro  hoc  vice  only, 
and  as  soon  as  the  passage  is  effeoted,  all  property 
in,  or  jurisdiction  over  it,  ceases  and  dies.  The 
right  strictly  commences  and  terminates  with  the 
occasion  of  its  increase.  This  case,  therefore,  af- 
fords no  countenance  to  the  claim  of  a  general 
power  to  execute  and  maintain  a  permanent  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements,  in  reference  to  fu- 
ture and  remote  contingencies,  which  may  never 
occur.  In  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  this 
subject,  I  have  not  found  it  material  to  inquire 
into  the  right  which  has  been  claimed  for  the 
General  Government  of  possessing  itself  of  the 
soil  of  the  States^  when  it  is  necessary  to  the  exe- 
cution of  any  of  its  powers.  It  is  admitted  b^  all 
that  it  cannot  do  so,  except  in  cases  where  it  is 
necessary  to  the  execution  of  some  of  its  powers, 
in  each  particular  case,  therefore,  the  question 
recurs,  is  the  proposed  occupation  of  the  soil  of 
the  States  necessary  to  the  execution  of  any  of 
the  powers  of  the  Government  My  object  has 
been  to  show  that  the  occuoation  of  it,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  roads  ana  canals,  is  not  neces- 
sary to  the  execution  of  the  military  power  of  the 
Government,  and  cannot  be  justified  by  any  sound 
doctrines  of  Constitutional  law. 

The  only  rentaining  sround  worthy  of  particular 
consideration,  upon  which  the  authority  of  this 
Government  to  make  roads  and  canals  has  been 
asserted,  is  that  portion  of  the  Constitution  which 
gives  to  Congress  the  power  "to  regulate  commerce 
among  the  several  States."  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Delaware  (Mr.  McLanb)  seem^  to 
treat  this  as  a  question  of  tn^idefite^  power ;  but  it  is 
strictly  and  exclusively  a  question  oi  ea^prtm  power. 
The  whole  controversy  depends  upon  the  true  im- 
port of  the  word  regvlaU.  If  to  ngviUiU  means  to 
prfmxfU  or  to/»:«Mtef«,  then  the  power  to  make  roads 
and  canals,  asan  ordinary  and  natural  mode  of  facil- 
itating or  promoting  commerce,  seems  to  be  clearly 
comprehended  in  the  terms  of  the  grant.  If,  how- 
ever, to  ftmiaU  means  to  iMke  miiM,  (as  it  certainlv 
does,  in  the  plain  and  common  use  of  the  word,; 
then  it  ^ves  to  Congress  no  other  power  than  that 
of  making  the  rules  or  prescribing  the  terms  upon 
which  commerce  among  the  States  shall  be  con- 
ducted— ^that  is,  the  power  of  making  commercial 
T^ulations,  as  applicable  to  the  reciprocal  trade 
otthe  States.  But,  would  any  person  call  roads 
and  canals  wmstMrwA  regakUione?  The  whole 
question,  then,  might  be  safely  left  to  an  unsophis- 
ticated common-sense  interpretation  of  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Constitution.  But,  as  the  ar^^oment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  was  certainlv  an 
original  and  ingenious  one,  I  beg  leave  to  analyze 
and  examine  it  more  particularly.  The  outline 
of  the  argument  was  this— that  the  object  of  grant- 
ing to  Congress  the  power  of  regulating  com- 
merce among  the  Stales  was  not,  as  had  bm  sup- 1 


posed,  to  prevent  one  State  from  layiag  bordns 
on  tbeproductions  of  another  State  passing  throagji 
its  jurisdiction,  (that  object  besns  adeqnatdy  pro- 
vided for  by  another  clause  of  the  ConstitatbD,) 
but  to  prevent  a  greater  mischief— absolute  pro- 
hibitions of  the  passage — which,  if  they  shocld 
occur,  it  would  be  competent  for  Congress  onda 
this  power  to  remove.  That,  if  CK>ngress  ciq  r^ 
move  legal  restraints  upon  the  trade  of  the  Sutes. 
it  can  remove  physical  obstructions ;  and  if  R 
can  remove  physical  obstructions  to  the  trade  of 
the  States,  it  can  create  new  channels  for  it.  Hov* 
ever  nicely  concatenated  this  chain  of  dedoctton 
seems  to  be,  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  that  sone 
of  its  links  are  too  feebly  connected  to  sostain  tbe 
conclusion  which  depends  upon  it  The  geDti^ 
man's  first  position  is,  that  the  power  to  re^M 
commerce  among  the  States  was  not  gireo  id 
Congress  to  prevent  one  State  from  imposing  do* 
ties  on  the  productions  of  another  passing  through 
its  jurisdiction ;  because,  if  this  were  tbe  onlr  <^ 
ject,  thepower  would  be  nugatory — another  claw 
of  the  Constitution  having  expressly  restraiod 
the  States  from  laying  duties  on  imports  or  ex- 
ports. In  relation  to  this  position,  I  will  ooly 
remark  that  the  honorable  gentleman  seems  t» 
have  mistaken  the  purpose  for  which  the  pasnfe 
in  the  FhderdUet  upon  this  subject  was  read  bj  mj 
able  colleague  (Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour)  who  opectil 
this  discussion.  That  purpose  was  not  to  show. 
nor  does  the  authority  cited  import,  that  tbe  oolr 
object  of  the  power  in  question  was  to  prevent  the 
States  from  imposing  duties  on  the  prodaciioos 
of  each  other  passing  through  their  respectin 
jurisdictions.  It  was  mentioned  merely  as  mr  of 
the  objects  of  the  power.  A  further  object  oo- 
doubtraly  was  (as  the  gentleman  himself  has  sat- 
isfactorily shown)  to  prevent  arbitrary  iDterrup* 
tions  of  the  trade  of  the  States,  arising  from  icc 
of  positive  prohibition  and  other  similar  impedi- 
ments. But  the  gentleman  is  not  satisfied  era 
with  this  extension  of  the  power.  He  says  (bit 
a  power  of  snch  apparent  magnitude  could  not 
have  been  intended  to  be  passive — a  monomeoiof 
its  own  insignificance — and  that,  if  it  extends  lo 
removing  no  other  obeitacles  than  such  as  roar  bi 
interposal  by  adverse  and  unfriendly  legishtioi 
of  the  States,  it  becomes  utterly  passive.  Vf^h 
sif^  it  is  in  this  respect  like  many  other  poww 
granted  by  the  Constitution.  The  powers  to  ''K' 
pel  invasions  and  to  '* suppress  insurrections" ait 
passive,  until  the  other  proper  occasions  occur » 
bring  tnem  into  action.  And  the  honorable  ^ 
tleman  will  permit  me  to  remind  him  that  this  reff 
horror  of  passive  authority  acting  upon  one  of  tiie 

S)wers  just  mentioned,  was  the  parent  of  tbe 
edition  law.  The  reasoning  was  this-— the  povci 
to  "  euppreee  insurrections''  implies  the  power  to 
prtveni  them ;  and  the  power  to  prevent  them  isf 

{>ltes  the  power  to  puniek  whatever  may  tend  or 
ead  to  them.  Libels' upon  the  Govemmeot  teca 
or  lead  to  insurrections ;  therefore  Congress  mtf 
pass  a  sedition  law  for  the  punishment  of  libels 

The  system  of  reasoning  now  employed  to  justifr 
the  exercise  of  power  contemplated  by  this  m 
is  equally,  and  indeed,  to  my  mind,  moch  D<ve 
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>rced  and  arbitrary,  in  its  chain  of  inferenees. 
Vhat  is  it  ?  The  power  to  regulate  eommeree 
moDg  the  States  aathorizet  Congress  to  remove 
igislative  restraints,  imposed  by  one  State  upon 
le  trade  of  another,  passing  through  its  jurisd ic- 
on. The  power  to  remove  legislative  restraints, 
Dplies  the  power  to  remove  natural  obstructions ; 
Dd  a  power  to  remove  natural  obstructions,  im- 
lies  a  power  to  give  artificial  facilities ;  or,  in 
tber  words,  to  make  roads  and  canals.    Bat,  is 

true,  that  the  power  to  remove  legislative  re- 
;raints  implies  the  power  to  remove  natural  ob- 
s^uctions,  and  to  give  artificial  facilities  ?  The 
ne  aims  only  to  protect  commerce  in  its  actual 
bannels :  the  other  seeks  to  open  additional  chan-* 
els  for  commerce.  The  object  of  the  former  is 
lereiy  to  secure  the  free  use  of  existing  highways ; 
le  effort  of  the  latter,  is  to  create  and  construct 
ew  highways.  These  things  are,  i  n  their  na  tures, 
)  essentially  distinct,  that  an  inierenoe  from  one 
)  the  other,  is  wholly  arbitrary  and  inadmissible, 
lutthe  honorable  gentleman  from  Delaware  need 
ot  be  afraid  that  this  ix>wer  will  remain  passive, 
aless  it  is  exerted  in  giving  artificial  facilities  to 
vde.  It  has  already  oeen  exerted,  and  copiously 
Kerted,  in  the  various  and  minute  regulations 
onnected  with  the  coasting  trade,  and  this  was 
robabljr  the  chief,  if  not  the  only,  employment  of 
t,  contemplated  by  the  framersonbeOonstitution^ 

The  gentleman  read  a  passage  from  VaUd,  for 
lie  purpose  of  proving  the  connexion  between 
ood  roads  and  canals,  and  the  welfare  of  trade. 
kit  nothing  is  grained  by  this  position,  which  is 
ery  readilv  admitted,  until  it  is  also  proved  that 
ingress  has  a  eeneral  power  to  promote  the 
relfare  of  trade.  The  application  of  this  author* 
ty,  therelbre,  proceeds  upon  an  assumption  of  the 
ery  point  in  dispute.  A  similar  defect  exists  in 
^e  argument  which  claims  for  the  General  Gov- 
romeiit  the  same  authority  to  make  roads  and 
iDsls  between  these  States,  that  the  government 
f  each  State  has  to  make  roads  and  canals  within 
•s  own  limits.  The  State  governments  have, 
ndoubtedly,  the  right  to  make  voads  and  canals 
rithin  their  respective  limits ;  bat  from  what  does 
His  right  result  ?  From  the  general  discretionary 
ower  which  the  State  sovernments  possess,  to 
rovide  for  the  public  weifave.  Before  the  ai^ga^ 
^Dt  can  be*  sustained,  then,  it  must  be  shown 
)at  the  General  Government  possesses  a  like  dis- 
retionary  power,  to  provide  for  the  public  welfare, 
■he  State  ^vernments  do  not  make  roads  and 
anals  by  vrrtne  of  a  specific  power  to  regulate 
pmmerce  amongsthe  several  portions  of  the  same 
>tate.  If  they  possessed  no  other  power  than  this, 
I  would  not  be  competent  for  them  to  make  roads 
Qd  canals. 

Much  reliance  has  been  placed,  by  the  gentle* 
Qan  from  Delaware,  as  well  as  other  ^nuemen 
rho  have  participated  in  this  discussion,  upon 
fhat  is  saia  to  have  been  the  practical  construc- 
ion  of  the  power  to  "  regulate  foreign  commerce." 
t  is  contended  that  Congress  possesses  the  same 
lower  in  relation  to  ''  commerce  among  the  sev* 
^i  States,''  that  it  does  in  relation  to  ^  foreign 
commerce;"  and  that,  as^  under  the  power  of 


regulating  foreign  commerce,  it  has  erected  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  dMs.,'  with  a  view  to  give 
safety  and  facility  to  that  commerce,  it  may,  under 
the  power  of  '<  regulating  commerce  among  the 
States,"  construct  roads  and  canals,  to  give  safety 
and  facility  to  the  internal  trade  of  the  country. 
I  be^  leave  to  ask  those  gentlemen,  by  what  au- 
thority thev  refer  the  erection  of  the  lighthouses^ 
beacons,  &c.,  to  the  power  to  regulate  foreign 
commerce  ?  There  is  no  evidence  upon  the  face 
of  the  laws  themselves,  which  were  passed  for 
their  erection,  that  Congress  legislated  under  the 
idea  that  they  derived  the  right  to  erect  them  from 
the  power  le  regulate  foreign  commerce.  There 
is  collateral  evi&nco)  however^  that  they  legislated 
with  reference  to  another  clause  of  the  Constitu* 
tion.  It  was  mentioned  by  my  colleague,  who 
opened  this  discussion,  (Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,)  that 
the  statute  book  contained  a  list  of  cessions  made 
by  the  several  States,  of  the  sites  for  these  build- 
ings. The  only  cases  in  which  the  Constitution 
requires  the  previous  consent  of  the  States  to  the 
alienation  ot  territory,  are  those  relating  to  the 
Seat  of  Government,  and  ail  such  places  as  may 
be  acquired  for  the  "  erection  of  forts,  dock  yards^ 
dbc,  and  other  needful  buildings."  It  would  seem, 
therefore,  from  the  formal  cessions  made  by  the 
States,  of  sites  for  lighthouses,  dbc.,  that  Congress 
le^slated  with  reference  to  this  part  of  the  Con* 
stitution.  Another  explanation  has  been  soggested| 
by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York.  (Mr* 
Woon,)  who  refers  the  erection  of  these  buiidinga 
to  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  duties.  The  duties 
laid,  accrue  only  upon  the  arrival  in  our  ports  of 
the  goods  and  vessels  charged  with  them.  What* 
ever,  therefore,  gives  security  and  facility  to  an 
entrance  into  our  ports,  has  an  immediate  relation 
to  this  branch  of  toe  piiblic  revenue.  I  have  men* 
tioned  these  explanations  only  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  the  erection  of  lighthouses,  beacons^ 
dtc.,  can  be  aecounted  far,  and  have  been  account** 
ed  for,  plausibhr  at  least,  without  referring  them 
to  the  power  of  regulating  foreign  commerce.  It 
is  not  neeessarv  for  me  to  decide  under  what 
clause  of  the  Cfonstitntion  these  buildings  were 
erected.  I  will  only  say,  that  both  of  the  expla- 
nations just  mentioned  are  as  satisfactory  to  my 
mind,  as  the  one  which  refers  them  to  the  power 
of  regulating  foreign  commerce.  Gentlemen  have 
taken  it  for  granted,  without  oflering  to  prove, 
that  they  were  erected  under  this  clause  of  the 
Constitution,  for  the  sake,  I  presume,  of  the  pre* 
cedent  it  would  afibrd  them,  in  the  interpretation 
of  the  power  to  regukte  commerce  among  the 
States.  I  beg  leave,  however,  to  say,  that,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution under  which  these  lighthouses  were  built, 
or  any  other  act  that  has  been  done  by  preceding 
Confesses,  I  cannot  re^d  such  construction  as 
legitmate  and  conclusive  evidence  of  the  true 
meaning  of  the  Constitution,  and  binding  upon 
ourselves  and  our  successors.  The  gentleman 
from  Delaware  said  it  was  a  great  error  to  con-* 
sider  the  authority  to  make  roads  and  canals  as  a 
distinct,  instead  of  a  subsidiary  power.  If  any 
power,  from  its  magnitude'and  extent,  ought  to  m 
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regarded  as  a  distinct  and  indepeDdent  power,  it 
is  this.  The  Congress  has  granted,  hj  distinct 
clauses,  sereral  other  powers  which  might,  with 
much  more  propriety,  have  been  regarded  as  sub- 
sidiary powers,  and  left  to  implication.  What 
wouia  seem  more  naturally  to  appertain  to  the 
regulation  of  commerce  among  the  States  than  the 
power  of  coining  money,  the  very  instrument  of 
commerce,  of  fixing  its  value,  of  establishing  a 
common  standard  of  weights  and  measures,  uni- 
form laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy,  and  post 
offices  and  post  roads  ?  Yet,  all  these  powers  are 
the  subjects  of  express  and  distinct  grants  1  What 
could  more  properly  be  considered  as  incidental 
to  the  power  ot  declaring  war  than  to  raise  and 
support  armies,  provide  and  maintain  a  navy, 
make  rules  for  the  government  of  the  land  and 
naval  forces  1  And  yet  it  was  thought  necessary 
to  give  these  and  other  similar  powers  by  direct 
and  explicit  declarations  in  the  Constitution !  It 
will  not  be  said  that  roads  and  canals  bear  a  more 
direct  and  immediate  relation  to  the  military  and 
commercial  powers  of  the  Government,  or  are  of 
less  dignity  and  importance  in  their  character, 
than  many  of  the  powers  just  enumerated.  Why, 
then,  I  will  ask  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  if 
the  power  to  make  them  was  intended  to  be  given, 
was  it  not,  in  like  manner,  distinctly  granted  1 

In  inquiries  of  this  sort,  Mr.  Cnairman,  the 
opinions  of  no  man,  however  illustrious  by  his 
virtue  or  his  wisdom,  ought  to  preclude  the  exer- 
cise of  our  own  deliberate  judgments.  There  is, 
however,  a  degree  of  respect  which  all  ackiMW" 
ledge  to  be  due  to  the  opinions  of  the  distinguished 
men  who  either  participated  in  the  formation  of 
our  Government,  or  have  since  borne  a  conspicu- 
ous part  in  its  administration.  It  is  known  to 
the  Committee  that  three  successive  Presidents  of 
the  United  States  have  felt  it  their  duty  to  an- 
nounce to  Congress,  in  the  most  solemn  form, 
their  settled  conviction  that  this  Government  does 
not  possess  the  power  now  in  question.  I  will 
not,  however,  insist  upon  their  testimony,  because 
they  are  Virginians,  and  we  have  abundant  evi- 
dence that  Virginia  politics  have  gone  out  of 
favor.  There  is  an  authority,  however,  which  I 
will  quote,  and  the  weieht  of  which  I  feel  myself 
entitled  to  press  upon  this  Committee.  It  is  that 
of  Alexander  Hamilton.  His  opinions  upon  this 
subject  are  of  peculiar  value,  not  only  because  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Convention  which  framed 
the  Constitution,  and  one  of  the  authors  of  the 
celebrated  commentary  upon  its  principles,  but 
because  he  is  known  to  have  indulged  a  strong 
bias  in  favor  of  the  powers  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  have  adopted  the  most  liberal 
doctrines  in  their  interpretation.  Yet,  even  Mr. 
Hamilton,  with  all  his  leaning  towards  Federal 
authority,  could  find  no  warrant  in  the  Constitu- 
tion for  the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals.  In 
his  report  on  manufactures,  after  speaking  of  the 
importance  of  roads  and  canals  to  the  prosperity 
of  manufactures,  and  mentioning  several  reasons 
why  it  is  desirable  that  the  General  Government 
should  possesss  the  authority  to  make  them^  he 
concludes  by  saying,  these  circumstanceft  "  render 


it  a  wish  of  patriotism"  that  the  General  Goren- 
ment  "  were  at  liberty  to  pursue  and  promote  i^ 
general  interest"  by  adopting  a  national  ijstm 
of  internal  improvements.  Here,  then,  wt  htn 
an  unequivocal  admission  that  the  General  G^- 
ernment  is  not  now  *^at  liberty"  to  adopt  ik 
system— an  admission  the  more  precious,  bectose 
it  is  evidently  made  with  great  reluctance. 

In  answer  to  a  remark  made  by  one  of  my  eci- 
leagoes,  (Mr.  Archer,)  that,  at  the  adoptioD  e! 
the  Constitution,  no  allusion  was  made  to  ihea- 
istence  of  such  a  power  as  is  now  claimed,  tgo- 
tleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Storrs)  meoiiooei 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  which  vt 
proposed  by  a  Mr.  Jones  in  the  convention  of  tki 
State,  the  substance  of  which  was,  that  tbepove 
to  establish  post  roads  should  not  be  coostrecfi  t 
extend  to  the  making,  laying  out,  and  repairne 
of  roads,  in  the  several  States,  without  their  tot 
sent.  This  amendment  cannot  be  fairljr  coo5i^ 
ered  even  as  evidence  of  Mr.  Jones's  opinion,  tk 
Congress  possessed  the  power  to  make  roads  (ai- 
der the  clause  of  the  Constitution  referred  ta  Al 
that  it  proves  is,  that  Mr.  Jones  apprehended  tin: 
this  clause  might  hereafter  be  construed  to  gin 
to  Congress  the  power  to  make  roads,  and  thai  k 
wished,  in  such  an  event,  to  render  its  exerciset^ 
innocent  as  possible,  by  requiring  the  preTki& 
consent  of  the  States  in  which  the  roads  sboai: 
be  laid  out«  The  very  first  of  the  actual  ameBC- 
ments  to  the  Constitution  declares  that  '^Congre^ 
shall  make  no  law  restraining  the  free  exercise  c: 
religion,  abridginp^  the  freedom  of  speech,  ore 
the  press,  or  the  right  of  petitioning."  Is  it  tobt 
inferred  from  this  amendment  that,  witboot  r- 
Congress  could  lawfully  have  done  the  things  is- 
hibited  by  it?  I  presume  not  The  truth  is.  tbi: 
this  and  several  other  amendments  arose  from  i 
spirit  of  jealous  caution,  and  an  appreheosioac! 
future  encroachment  from  the  Greneral  Gotcis- 
ment,  and  furnish  no  evidence  of  the  opioifl^ 
entertained  of  the  real  extent  of  the  powers  ^otrii 

But,  whatever  may  have  been  the  opinioDd 
Mr.  Jones,  I  may  be  permitted  to  oppose  to  it  ^ 
authority  of  Patrick  Henry,  who,  in  the  debate 
of  the  Virginia  convention,  after  depicting  ia  tk 
most  glowing  colors  what  he  deemed  the  rasi 
powers  of  the  General  Grovernment,  and  the  dis* 
gers  of  consolidation,  concluded  by  saying,  "'^ 
that  is  left  to  the  Sutes  is,  to  take  care  of  tiif 
poor,  make  and  repair  highways,  erect  brid|v»> 
dbc*    Even  this  jealous  guardian  of  State  rigbBi 
who  descried  the  remotest  dangers  which  thmi- 
ened  the  safety  of  our  republican  institutions,  aad 
'^  snufied  the  approach  or  tyranny  in  everjr  taiottc 
breeze,"  even  he,  while  he  believed  that  eren 
other  power  was  swallowed  up  by  the  Geaefl: 
Government,  was  satisfied  that  this  portioo  o^ 
sovereignty,  at  least,  was  leA  entire  to  the  Sute^ 
And,  it  he  could  have  foreseen  the  attempt  wbiti 
is  now  made  to  appropriate  to  the  Geoeral  Go^ 
ernment  this  portion  of  State  sovereignty,  doc< 
would  have  alarmed  him  more,  for  none  is  a^ 
directly  calculated  to  lead  to  consolidation.  It  ^ 
a  power  which  comes  home  to  the  business  ui^ 
boaoms  of  the  people ;  it  approaches  their  vt 
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sides,  and  touches  their  moftt  intimate  domestic 
interests.  If  the  inhabitants  of  the  States,  instead 
of  looking  to  their  governments  at  home,  are  to 
look  to  the  General  Government,  (as  they  cer- 
tainly will,  if  this  system  should  be  adoptee!,)  for 
the  ordinary  facilities  of  travelling  aad  transpor- 
tation, then  the  State  governments  become  use- 
less machines,  and  are  not  worth  the  expense  of 
maintaining.  You  supersede  them  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  most  appropriate  functions,  and  dis- 
solve the  strongest  tie  which  connects  them  with 
the  people  of  the  States.  What,  then,  becomes 
of  the  boasted  equilibrium  of  our  system,  which 
has  always  been  regarded  as  the  best  preservative 
of  our  liberties?  It  is  gone;  it  is  doubly  gone. 
You  destroy  it,  not  only  by  taking  awfty,  in  effect, 
an  important  power  from  the  State  governments, 
but  by  delivering  the  same  power,  with  an  in- 
creased mass  of  patronas^e  and  of  influence,  into 
the  hands  of  the  General  Government. 
When  Mr.  Rivss  had  concluded — 
Mr.  BccK2«BR,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that,  in  re- 
questing the  indulffence  of  the  Committee,  he 
very  much  feared  that  he  should  be  considered  as 
gailty  of  a  most  unseasonable  and  improper  intru- 
sioD.  He  knew  that  the  subject  had  excited  great 
interest  throughout  every  part  of  the  Union,  and 
had  been  investigated  long  since,  by  some  of  the 
most  able  and  enlightened  statesmen  of  the  coun- 
trjr;  and,  among  others^  by  our  present  venerable 
Chief  Magistrate,  whose  opinions  must  at  all 
times  be  considered  as  entitled  to  the  very  high- 
est respect,  whether  we  regard  that  sincerity  of 
heart,  and  devotion  to  the  interests  of  his  country, 
which  have  so  uniformly  marked  his  course,  or 
that  fund  of  useful  practical  information  and  pow- 
ers of  strong  logical  argument  which  have  gained 
for  him  the  eminent  and  dignified  stand  which  be 
now  occupies.  Nor,  sir,  continued  he,  shall  I  for- 
get, that,  within  a  few  days  past,  this  subject  has 
been  most  ably  and  elaborately  discussed.  It 
Would,  therefore,  be  vanity  in  him  to  suppose  that 
he  could  cast  upoa  it  any  great  additional  light. 
The  disposition,  however,  so  evidently  displayed 
by  the  Committee,  to  listen  to  all  that  could  be 
urged,  for  or  against  a  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment by  this  Government,  (to  which  the  present 
bill  wa4  to  be  considered  but  as  a  preparatory 
step,)  had  encouraged  him  to  offer  the  few  re- 
marks he  was  about  to  submit.  In  doing  it,  he 
was  satisfied  that  he  had  nothing  to  depend  upon 
to  insure  attention,  but  their  kindness  and  com- 
plaisance. Mr.  B.  said  he  should  vote  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  because  he  did  not  feel  any  doubts 
ss  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  measure,  and, 
from  a  conviction  that  the  most  salutary  conse- 
quences would  result  from  it,  to  the  Union.  A 
most  gloomy  and  terrific  picture  of  its  effects  bad 
been  drawn  by  several  gentlemen  opposed  to  the 
hill.  They  would  induce  us  to  believe  that  it  will 
be  an  usurpation  of  power,  on  the  part  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  by  which  State  sovereignty  is 
to  be  destroyed,  and  the  fabric  of  liberty  made  to 
totter  to  its  very  centre.  An  honorable  gentleman 
fcom  Vermont  (Mr.  Mallart)  has  represented 
this  Government  as  commencing  the  attack  upon 


the  State  wjiich  he  has  the  honor  in  part  to  rep- 
resent ;  and  under  the  fair  pretence  of  regulating 
and  facilitating  commerce  between  the  States, 
and  providing  the  means  of  diffusing  political  in- 
formation, a  road  or  a  canal  is  made.  No  other 
State  would  feel  sufficient  interest  to  interfere  in 
the  matter,  and  poor  Vermont,  unaided  and  alone, 
falls  an  easy  victim  in  this  most  unequal  contest. 
Some  adjoining  State  next  feels  the  grasp  of  ty- 
ranny and  usurpation ;  and  thus  the  States,  one 
by  one,  share  the  same  fate.  But  is  not  all  this 
mere  fancy?  How,  in  the  name  of  common 
sense,  said  Mr.  B.,  can  the  making  of  a  fine  road 
or  canal  in  a  State,  over  which,  when  made,  the 
General  Government  will  not  attempt  the  exer- 
cise of  an  exclusive  legislation,  operate  to  the  in- 
jury of  such  State,  or  in  the  least  impair  its  sov- 
ereignty ?  If,  sir,  this  Government  shall  ever  so 
far  lode  sight  of  its  true  principles,  as  to  aim  at 
the  downfall  of  State  rights,  it  will  not  commeAce 
the  perpetration  of  so  wicked  and  nefarious  a  de- 
sign, by  exhausting  its  funds  in  improving,  beau- 
tifyins[,  and  strengthening  the  States.  The  pow- 
ers, which  are  indisputably  conferred  on  ir,  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  without  limitation,  to  raise  and 
support  armies,  to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy, 
dbc,  are  the  means  which  would  be  resorted  to ; 
and  against  jthe  abuse  of  which  powers,  the  intel- 
ligence and  patriotism  of  our  citizens,  and  the 
responsibility  of  every  officer  of  the  Government, 
either  mediately  or  immediately,  to  the  people, 
form  the  only  sure  and  effectual  protection. 

Such,  sir,  continued  Mr.  B.,  ace  the  advantages 
which  would,  in  my  estimation,  result  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  the  adoption  and  judicious  execu- 
tion of  a  system  of  internal  improvement,  by  this 
Government,  that,  before  its  expediency  was  ques- 
tioned by  those  who  stand  opposed  to  the  passage 
of  this  Dill,  I  had  supposed  the  argument  would 
have  turned  exclusively  on  the  Constitutional 
question  involved  in  it.  The  President,  in  the 
objections  which  he  made  to  the  passage  of  a  bill 
on  a  former  occasion,  embracing  the  same  point, 
not  only  acknowledges  the  ])ropriety  of  such  a 
measure,  (if,  constitutionally,  it  coula  be  execu- 
ted,) but  warmly  recommends  such  an  amend- 
ment uf  the  Constitution,  as  would  clearly  confer 
the  necessary  power.  But  it  has  been  insisted 
that  each  State  could  attend,  with  more  conve- 
nience, to  the  construction  of  such  improvements 
as  might  be  necessary,  than  the  General  Govern- 
ment ;  because  they  would  be  more  immediately 
under  the  inspection  of  such  State.  Whether, 
however,  they  be  made  by  a  State  or  by  this  Gov- 
ernment, it  IS  evident  that  the  construction  of 
them  would  be  superintended  by  agents  employed 
for  that  purpose ;  or  that  they  would  be  made  by 
individuals,  under  contract,  with  the  Government. 
It  would,  therefore,  be  as  convenient  to  the  one 
as  to  the  other.  But  if  ever  this  Government 
shall  attempt  such  a  course,  it  was  said  that  par- 
tiality was  to  be  displayed.  Such  a  conclusion, 
however,  is  deducible  only  from  that  want  of  in- 
tegrity and  vigilance  in  those  to  whom  the  man- 
agement of  the  public  concerns  may  be  confided, 
which  cannot  reasonably  be  presumed ;  and  ought 
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not,  therefore,  to  be  iodalged  io.  The  argument 
relied  upon  to  prove  the  inexpediency  of  the  meas^ 
ure,  in  which  it  was  insisted  that  an  interference 
by  this  Government  would  very  much  diminish, 
it  not  entirely  take  away,  all  inducements  on  the 
part  of  each  State  to  incur  much  trouble  or  ex- 
pense in  making  roads  and  canals^  appears  to  be 
entitled  to  rather  more  consideration.  But  it  is 
evident  that  no  projects  of  the  kind,  except  those 
of  great  national  importance,  ought  or  would  be 
undertaken  by- it ;  and  as  to  them,  from  the  want 
of  coQcert  and  unanimity  of  purpose  between  the 
States  through  whose  territory  tne  road  or  canal 
might  be  conducted,  as  well  as  from  the  further 
consideration  that  it  miffht  not  be  the  interest  of 
any  one  State  to  undertake  them,  we  cannot  hope 
to  see  much  effected  throuffh  the  public  spirit  of 
any  one  or  more  States.  Take,  for  example,  the 
great  Cumberland  road — would  it  ever  have  been 
undertaken  or  completed  by  the  States  through 
which  it  passes?    And  yet  who  would  deny  its 

freat  and  almost  unlimited  importance  to  the 
Jnion  ?  It  stands  a  proud  monument  of  national 
industry  and  the  patriotic  enterprise  of  its  project- 
ors. He  needed  not,  however,  consume  time  by 
coDsidering  separately  all  the  objections  which 
had  been  urged  against  a  system  of  internal  im- 
provement Its  advantaffes  were  too  obvious  to 
require  such  a  course.  It  would  give  an  addi- 
tional impulse  to,  and  open  new  sources  of,  com- 
merce between  the  States,  (a  consideration,  in  his 
opinion,  far  more  importa'nt  than  our  foreign  com- 
merce ;)  it  W0UI4  furnish  strong  incentives  to  in- 
dustry, and  would  save  great  labor  and  expense 
to  our  citizens  in  carrying  their  produce  from  one 
part  of  the  country  to  another.  The  facilities, 
also,  which  it  would  afford  to  the  United  States, 
in  marching  our  armies,  in  transporting  to  points 
where  they  may  be  wanted,  provisions,  arms^  and 
all  the  munitions  of  war,  could  not  be  too  highly 
appreciated.  Bnt  in  no  point  of  view,  said  he, 
would  it  be  more  important,  than  in  the  happy 
effect  it  would  produce  in  extending  and  encour* 
aging  a  familiar  intercourse  between  our  citizens. 
An  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  S.) 
hasiold  us,  that  "he  entertains  no  fears  upon  the 
'  subject  I  that  no  man  could  make  him  believe 
'  that  the  rejection  of  this  bill,  or  the  refusal  to 
^•exercise  the  power  now  claimed,  is  to  separate 
^  these  States,  or  alienate  the  affections  of  the 
^  West  from  tne  Union." 

No,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  as  a  representative  of  a 
certain  portion  of  that  brave  ana  patriotic  people, 
I  should  be  sorely  mortified,  could  it  with  propri- 
ety be  insinuatea,  that  such  a  measure  was  par- 
ticularly necessary  for  the  West ;  or  that  they  felt 
less  devotion  to  the  interests  and  prosperity  of  their 
Government,  than  the  people  of  any  other  section 
of  the  United  States.  He  meant  not  vainly  to 
boast  of  either  their  valor  or  their  patriotism. 
Let  their  conduct  during  the  last  war,  and  on  all 
occasions  when  an  opportunity  has  offered  for  a 
display  of  those  noble  virtues,  bear  testimony  in 
their  favor.  It  affords  a  more  unerring  test  of 
their  worth  than  idle  eulogiums,  which  are  often 
pronounced  when  least  deserved.    But,  sir,  con- 


tinued he,  since  the  observations  of  that  fe&d^ 
man  have  authorized  a  reply,  he  woold  assore  hiis 
that  the  Western  people  shrank  not  from  a  com- 
parisoo  with  any,  however  ardent  their  zeal  fof 
the  public  cause  may  be,  or  howerer  meriionini 
were  their  public  services.  They  are  devoted  to 
their  Qovemment,  as  securing  to  them  sU  tix 
blessings  of  freemen,  and  are  willing  and  mdf^ 
at  all  times  when  necessary,  to  risk  their  proper^ 
and  their  lives  in  support  of  that  liberty  wbici 
they  regard  as  the  richest  les;acy  bequeathed  to 
them  by  their  ancestors — that  liberty  before ute 
altar  tney  had  been  taught  frooi  their  veryii- 
fancy,  to  bow  as  with  an  idolatrous  revereoce. 
But  the  measure  proposed,  it  is  believed,  cansot 
fail  to  have  a  salutary  effect  on  all.  We  ha? e  u 
extensive  territory,  which,  from  time  to  time,  is 
getting  to  be  still  more  extensive,  and  with  it  00 
population  is  spreading.  Our  Government,  tt 
though  the  best,  no  doubt,  that  any  people  ca 
earth  were  ever  blessed  with,  is  still  the  resolt  of 
human  wisdom,  and,  therefore,  not  perfect.  Widi 
all  its  excellencies,  its  warmest  and  most  entkoa- 
astic  admirers  would  not  insist  that  energy  ud 
promptness  of  action  are  its  distinguishing  char- 
aeteristics.  There  appeared,  to  be  sure,  at  t^ 
particular  time,  to  be  but  little  necessity  of  fora- 
ing  additional  ligaments  by  which  to  unite  as; 
aU  appear  to  be  actuatedJ)y  one  common  purpost 
He  would  not  even  say  that  there  had  been  a  p^ 
riod  since  the  establishment  of  thb  Ooveramat 
when  strong  symptoms  of  an  approaching  stom 
had  appeared.  It  would  not,  perhaps,  be  proper  D 
recur  to  any  particular  occasion  of  the  kind  as  1 
topic  of  public  discossion.  If  at  any  time  ofl? 
political  horizon  had  been  darkened  by  sach  t 
doud,  happily  it  had  been  bng  since  dissipated, 
and  the  sunshine  of  harmony  and  good  Rdiag 
again  warmed  and  illumined  every  part  of  this 
great  and  flourishing  Republic 

But,  let  it  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  R^  that  we 
are  as  yet  in  the  youthful  vigor  of  of  our  republi* 
can  principles.  Our  domestic  sitoation  may  oot 
always  present  a  prospect  so  pleasing.  We  can- 
not claim  an  entire  exemption  from  some  portioo 
of  that  combustible  matter  which  was  to  be  foao4 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  in  the  bosom  of  ererjr 
Qovernment  that  ever  existed,  or  ever  will  exi^ 
until  human  nature  shall  be  changed— until  asgrf 
passions  shall  no  lon^  swell  the  human  breast^ 
nor  a  sleepless  ambition  disturb  its  repose.  Ai 
wise  legislators,  then,  let  us  take  every  step  io  (M 
power  to  perpetuate  the  Union,  which  had  pro* 
duced  a  rapidity  of  growth  in  national  pro^tr 
and  importance  of  which  the  history  of  manksod 
furnishes  no  parallel ;  which,  with  the  rcpreseota* 
tive  principleL  has  made  our  Government  the  ad- 
miration of  the  wise  of  every  country,  '\(  not  tlx 
dread  of  tyrants  throughout  the  world.  A  sepa- 
ration of  the  States  is  an  evil  not  only  more  prb^ 
able,  but  even  more  to  be  deprecated  than  a  co^ 
solidation  of  power :  and  if  ever  the  predictioffs 
of  our  downfall  by  the  eneioiies  of  Republics  sltail 
be  realized,  it  is  to  be  the  result  of  a  sepaiatioo  pro- 
duced by  sectional  fbdings  and  jcaloosies.  Bat, 
whatever  may  be  the  advantages  of  the  propoM^ 
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measare,  it  is  insisted  tl)at  the  Constitution  con- 
fers no  power  on  Congress  to  interfere  in  it.  If 
gentlemen  be  correct  in  that  view  of  the  subject, 
so  let  it  rest,  until,  by  an  amendment,  all  doubt 
may  be  removed ;  for  no  blessing  should  be  Con- 
sidered as  otherwise  than  dearly  purchased  by  a 
wilful  violation  of  that  sacred  instrument,  fie- 
lieving.  however,  that  the  necessary  power  had 
been  clearly  conferred,  he  would  concisely  give 
his  riews  on  that  subject. 

Permit  me,  however,  said  Mr.  B.,  before  I  enter 
into  a  particular  examination  of  the  clause  by 
which  the.  power  is  either  expressly  given,  or  from 
which  it  is  clearly  deducible,  to  answer  some  re- 
marks made  as  to  the  nature  of  our  Government, 
and  the  powers  intended  to  be  conferred  on  it.    It 
was  insisted,  that  those  matters  only  were  intended 
to  be  confided  to  the  care  of  this  Government,  in 
which  all  the  States  were  equally  interested ;  and, 
assuming  that  position  as  correct,  it  was  further 
urged,  that  a  road  or  a  canal,  in  a  particular  State, 
could  not  be  equally  interesting  and  beneficial  to 
every  part  of  the  United  States.    No  view,  how- 
ever, could  be  more  obviously  incorrect.     The 
regulation  of  foreign  commerce  is  expressly  dele- 
gated to  Congress — so  is  also  the  power  to  provide 
and  maintain  a  navyr.    In  these  matters,  every 
part  of  the  Union  is  interested ;  but  are  they  -ail 
equally  interested  1    Are  there  not  States  whose 
safety  is  less  deoendent  on  the  protection  afford- 
ed by  a  navv,  than  others  which  lie  exposed  on 
the  seacoast  7    Are  there  not  States  whose  situa- 
tion and  internal  resources  render  them  less  de- 
pendent than  others,  upon  the  aid  of  foreign  com- 
merce?   Other  matters,  in  which  all  are  equally 
interested,  have  been  left  to  the  direction  of  the 
States  respectively.    In  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice, for  instance,  all  feel  an  equal  interest.    It  is 
as  important  to  the  people  of  Kentucky,  that  their 
statute  of  descents  should  be  bottomed  upon  cor^ 
rect  principles,  as  it  is  to  the  people  of  Virginia ; 
yet  each  State  is  left  to  exercise  an  uncontrolled 
discretion  over  that  subject  within  its  own  terri- 
tory.   I  do  not  know,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  anv  cer- 
tain rule  could  be  laid  down  by  which  to  judge  of 
the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution, 
respecting  the  power  granted.    Ik  was  necessary 
to  confer  so  much  as  would  be  sufficient  to  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare; 
and  they  appear  to  have  been,  in  most  cases,  cau- 
tious not  to  leave  to  the  control  of  the  States, 
such  matters  as  would  most  probably  have  been 
managed  by  each  State  with  an  eye  to  its  own 
aggrandizement,  regardless  of  the  interest  of  others 
— as,  for  example,  foreign  commerce,  and  com- 
merce among  the  States.    Under  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  previous  to  the  adoption  of  our 
Constitution,  various  regulations  concerning  com- 
merce were  made  by  different  States,  founded 
upon  dissimilar  views  of  the  subject,  and  regard- 
less of  the  interests  of  any  other  State,  except 
that  adopting  the  regulations,  which  proved  inju- 
rious to  all ;  and  hence  the  clause  in  the  ninth 
section  of  the  first  article :  "  No  preference  shall 
*  be  given  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or  rev* 
« enue,  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of  ano- 


',  iher,"  &c.  And  here,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  let  me  re- 
hiack,  that  the  observations  already  made,  as  to 
the  inequality  of  interests  of  different  States,  in 
the  protection  and  extension  of  foreign  commerce, 
and  as  to  a  navy,  furnish  a  satisfactory  anstver  to 
the  argument  relied  on,  that,  as  the  Constitution 

Erovides  that  ''all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises, shall 
e  uniform  throughout  the  United  States,"  and 
that  no  capitation,  or  other  direct  tax,  shall  be  laid,, 
unless  in  proportion  to  the  census  or  enumeration 
directed  to  be  taken,  therefore  no  appropriation  of 
money  could  be  made,  to  the  construction  of  a 
road  or  a  canal,  in  one  Statew  which  would  not 
afford  equal  advantages  to  all.  Indeed,  few,  if 
any.  appropriations  are  made,  which  operate  with 
perfect  equality  on  every  section.  A  certain  de- 
gree of  liberality  and  magnanimity  of  temper 
must  be  observed,  on  such  occasions,  or  it  is  in 
vain  that  we  have  associated  for  the  purposes  of 
common  defence  and  general  welfare.  It  has  also 
been  insisted,  that  all  municipal  power  was  in- 
tended to  be  reserved  to  the  States  respectively| 
and  that,  as  the  power  to  make  a  road  or  a  canal 
is  of  that  character,  therefore  it  was  not  intended 
to  be  granted.  The  conclusion  is  correct,  if  the 
premises  be  so ;  but  here,  again,  the  fallacy  of  the 
argument  results  from  the  error  of  the  position  as- 
sumed. But  the  true  question  here  is,  not  by  what 
name  the  power  granted  should  be  called,  but  has 
the  power  been  granted  1  It  is  immaterial  whe- 
ther we  call  it  a  national,  a  federal,  or  a  munici-* 
pal  power ;  whether  it  was  conferred  by  the  States 
as  such,  or  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as 
a  nation.  In  either  case,  it  was  granted  by  those 
who  had  a  right  to  do  so.  If,  however,  it  were 
necessary  to  show  that  power,  strictly  municipal, 
has  been  conferred  on  Congress,  I  would  only  ask, 
said  Mr.  B.,  what  is  meant  by  municipal  power ; 
and  then  turn  to  the  eighth  section  of  the  nrst  ar- 
ticle of  the  Constitution.  The  obligation  of  na- 
tional law  cannot  be  traced  to  le^iSative  enact- 
ment* It  depends  upon  the  principles  of  natural 
justice,  and  has  been  adopted  by  the  consent  of 
nations.  Municipal  or  civil  law  is  a  rule  of  con- 
duct prescribed  by  a  people  for  the  government  of 
themselves.    "  CtviU  jui  eit  qtiod  quieqw  populuf 

I  proceed  now,  said  Mr.  B.,  to  the  examination 
of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution,  which  gives  to 
Congress  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several  States,  dbc. 
What  is  meant  by  the  regulation  of  commerce  ? 
Does  it  consist  in  prescribing  rules  concerning  it, 
without  the  power  to  enforce  those  rules  7  Or, 
was  it  intended  to  give  to  Congress  its  entire  man- 
agement and  direction  ?  It  is  said  that  this  power 
was  given  "  to  prevent  undue  advantages  being 
'  taken  of  those  States  which  were  less  favorably 
'  situated  than  others,  by  the  laying  of  exactions 
'  on'  the  passage  of  their  products  to  a  market." 
Suppose^  then,  that  a  State  should  lay  and  at* 
tempt  to  enforce  such  exactions,  could  not  the 
Genetal  Government  interpose  its  authority  and 
remedy  the  evil  ?  Its  power  in  such  cases  could 
not  be  denied.  If  a  State  should  attempt  to  pre- 
Tent  the  citizens  of  any  other  State  from  a  free 
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passage  with  their  produce,  through  the  territory 
of  such  State,  bf  placing  obstacles  in  the  way,  as 
by  closing  the  only  direct  or  conrenient  road, 
would  any  one  deny  the  propriety  of  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  General  Government  ?  If,  th?n.  Con- 
fress  has  the  power,  so  far  to  regulate  commerce 
etween  the  States  as  to  provide  for  the  removal 
of  such  obstacles,  upon  the  same  reasoning  it  must 
be  admitted  that  it  has  the  power  to  cause  natural 
obstructions  to  be  removed  by  opening  a  necessary 
road  and  canal.  The  citizens  of  some  States 
would  be  in  a  most  unpleasant  predicament,  if 
any  other  State  had  the  ri^bt  to  refuse  to  them 
permission  to  pass  through  its  territory  with  their 
produce.  If  it  cannot  prevent  them  by  exactions, 
so  neither  can  it  by  clearing  a  road,  or  by  refus* 
inff  to  open  one,  or  to  permit  it  to  be  opened. 

But  tnis,  say  gentlemen,  is  a  limited  Govern- 
ment, and  especially  in  its  powers  of  appropriation. 
Be  it  so.  But  if  we  have  a  right  to  appropriate 
money  under  this  clause,  for  the  purpose  oi  pro- 
tecting and  extending  foreign  commerce,  we  have 
the  same  right  to  aid,  in  the  same  way,  commerce 
among  the  several  States.  From  the  very  com- 
mencement of  this  Government  to  the  present 
period,  has  Congress  claimed  and  exercised  the 
right  to  appropriate  large  sums  of  money  to  facili- 
tate and  extend  foreign  commerce,  by  the  erection 
of  not  only  lighthouses,  dbc.,  which  are  within 
State  limits,  but  also  for  other  conveniences,  such 
as  buoys,  marine  canals,  dbc.  Now,  although  the 
exercise  of  such  a  power  does  not  prove  that  it 
has  been  rightfully  exercised,  yet  1  must  insist, 
that  the  construction  thus  given  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  has  been  persevered  in  for  such  a 
series  of  years,  which  has  never  been  complained 
of  by  any,  and  which  has  proven  to  be  practically 
beneficial,  oosht  to  be  considered  as  conclusive. 
Indeed,  all  who  oppose  this  measure,  acknowledge 
the  correctness  of  such  appropriations  for  foreign 
commerce,  when  made  under  the  eighth  section 
of  the  first  article,  or  when  made  beyond  the  lim- 
its of  a  State.  If,  then,  this  be  a  limited  Grov- 
ernment,  in  its  powers  or  appropriation,  and  can- 
not direct  one  cent  to  be  expended  for  the  effectu- 
ation of  any  object,  which  the  Constitution  does 
not  recognise  as  correct,  and  money  has  been 
rightfully  expended  to  facilitate  foreign  commerce, 
it  follows,  or  course,  that  the  Constitution  author- 
izes the  appropriation  of  money  for  the  same  pur- 
poses, and  to  the  same  extent,  in  relation  to  the 
encoucagement  of  commerce  amonff  the  States, 
for  the  power  is  granted  as  to  each  kind  of  com- 
merce, m  the  same  clause,  and  by  the  same  words, 
"to  regulate."  The  rules  of  construction,  as  to 
all  grants,  are  the  same.  If,  by  deed,  two  tracts 
of  land  were  conveyed  to  the  same  individual,  in 
the  same  clause  and  words,  it  would  be  a  strange 
construction  of  such  deed  to  say,  that  as  to  one 
tract,  an  estate  in  fee  simple  passed ;  but,  as  t6  the 
other,  an  estate  for  life  only,  or  for  years.  The 
gentlemen  from  Virginia  (Mr.  P.  P.  Barboitr)' 
tninks  that  the  analogy  from  the  general  power 
to  the  particular  act,  is  not  as  strong  in  the  one 
ease  as  the  other.  He  furnished  us,  however,  with 
no  reasons,  I  believe,  for  the  opinion.    The  ne- 


cessity, as  well  as  propriety  of  extending  aid  to 
commerce  among  the  States,  is  surely  as  great  u 
it  is  to  foreign  commerce.    Having  then  shown 
that  Congress  has  constitutionally  the  right  to 
appropriate  money  for  the  regulation  of  domestle 
commerce,  let  us  consider  how  far  they  may  do 
so,  for  the  construction  of  such  improvements  as 
may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  within  the 
limits  of  a  State.     Who  can  complain  of  the 
General  Government  for  procuring  property  in 
the  different  States,  upon  which  to  make  those 
improvements  to  regulate  commerce  among  them  ? 
The  States.    Who  granted  the  power  to  appro- 
priate money  for  that  purpose?     I  answer,  the 
States.     Is  it,  then,  consistent  with  good  reason- 
ing, to  argue,  that  they  conferred  upon  Congress 
a  right  to  lay  out  the  public  motiey  to  regulsK 
commerce  amone  them ;  and  yet,  that  they  in- 
tended to  withhold  from  it  the  means  of  pursuing 
that  course,  which,  of  all  others,  is  the  best  calcu- 
lated to  effectuate  the  great  object  of  the  grant? 
But,  it  is  said,  that  the  General  Grovernment 
cannot  exercise  exclusive  legislation  over  anf 
place  which  it  may  purchase  in  any  State,  unless, 
under  the  eighth  section  of  the  said  article,  the 
purchase  shall  be  made,  with  the  consent  of  the 
State  in  which  it  shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts, 
magazines,  arsenals,  dock  yards,  and  other  need- 
ful buildings.    This  is  not  denied.    But  is  then 
not  an  obvious  difference  between  procuring  prop- 
erty by  purchase — holding  it,  too,  under  the  laws 
of  the  State  in  which  it  may  be,  and  the  exercise 
of  exclusive  legislation  over  it  ?     Such  a  power 
over  forts,  magazines,  &c.,  in  the  bosom  of  a 
State,  contrary  to  its  consent,  was  thought,  per- 
haps, to  be  dangerous  and  unnecessary.  But  whit 
authority  was  that  clause  intended  to  convey?  A 
right  to  purchase?    Certainly  not;  but  to  exe^ 
cise  exclusive  legislation  over  the  property  when 
purchased  with  the  consent  of  the  Sutes.    This 
clause,  so  far  from  proving  that  the  GoverameDt 
cannot  purchase  property  to  effectuate  Constita- 
tional  objects,  appears  evidently  to  be  predicated 
upon  the  previous  right  to  purchase.     Express 
authority  is  given  to  lay  and  collect  duties  and 
imposts.    To  effectuate  the  collection  of  imposts, 
custom-houses  are  necessary.  But  is  it  true  that  the 
Government  shall  not,  by  contract  for  the  rent  of 
a  suitable  house,  or  by  purchase,  (which  would  be 
the  same  in  principle,  for,  if  it  can  rent,  it  can 
purchase,)  avail  itself  of  that  convenience  ?  When 
a  grant  of  power  is  made,  all  that  is  necessary  to 
the  complete  effectuation  of  the  object  contem' 
plated  passes  by  implication.    And,  if  this  were 
not  a  sound  rule  of  construction,  (which,  how- 
ever, none  will  deny,)  by  the  last  clause  of  the 
section  alluded  to,  authority  Is  expressly  given  to 
Congress  "  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  nece- 
sary  for  carrying  into  execution  all  powers  vestw 
by  the  Constitution  in  the  Grovernmeot  o(  the 
United  States."    And,  sir,  the  Government  is  not 
dependent,  as  has  been  stated,  upon  the  will  of  < 
State,  or  even   States,  to  carry  into  effect  the 
power  vested  in  it  by  the  Constitution.    I^"'^ 
oeen  said,  to  prove  its  dependence,  *'  that  a  ot*tt 
might  refuse  to  elect  Senators."    To  be  sure, » 
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might  refuse,  and  the  Senators  might  refase  to 
discharge  the  duties  in»uinbeDt  on  them  after  they 
came  here.  The  President  might  refuse  to  sign 
any  bill  passed  by  Congress,  or  to  return  it  with 
his  objections.  The  people  of  the  State  may  re- 
fuse to  elect  Representatives,  and,  indeed,  might 
rise  in  rebellion  against  it;  but  would  not  all 
these  omissions  be  a  violation  of  duty,  and  of  the 
Constitution  ?  Surely,  no  sound  argument  of 
the  lack  of  Constitutional  authority  on  the  part 
of  this  Government  is  deducible  from  the  physi- 
cal power  on  the  part  of  a  State  or  States  to  resist 
that  authority. 

But  how,  it  is  asked,  continued  Mr.  B.,  shall  the 
Grovernment  get  such  property  as  may  be  neces- 
sary, unless  the  owners  choose  to  sell  it  ?    How,  I 
ask  in  reply,  shall  provisions  for  the  support  of  bur 
armies  be  obtained,  if  the  owners  should  be  un- 
willing to  sell  them  at  a  fair  price  ?    The  reply  is 
ohvious.    They  must  be  taken.    No  authority  is 
expressly  given  to  do  so ;  nor  is  any  expressly  given 
to  quarter  soldiers  in  the  houses  of  our  citizens  in 
time  of  war ;  botthe  authority  to  do  each  is  clearlv 
implied  ;  for  it  is  declared  that  "no  soldier  shall, 
'  in  time  of  peace  be  quartered  in  any  house  with- 
'  out  the  consent  of  the  owner,  or,  in  time  of  war, 
'  hut  in  a  manner  to  be  prescribed  by  law."    *'  Nor 
shall  private  propertjr  betaken  for  public  use,  with- 
out just  compensation."    The  argument  which 
has  been  relied  upon,  that  we  should  violate  every 
rule  of  justice  and  morality  in  beinff  the  valuers 
of  the  property  taken  by  us,  is  entirely  untenable. 
When  a  State  deems  it  expedient  to  make  a  road, 
if  it  is  to  pass  throUgh  the  land  of  one  of  its  citi- 
zens, a  writ  of  ad  quoi  damnum  issues,  and,  by  the 
verdict  of  a  jury  empannelled  for  that  purpose, 
the  value  of  the  ground  is  ascertained.    The  same 
may  be  done  by  this  Grovernment,  for  it  may  pass 
all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  execute  the  pow- 
ers confided  to  it.    Such  a  measure  would,  how- 
ever, never  be  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  €kneral 
Government.    Property  can  always  be  purchased, 
to  make  such  improvements  as  would  be  under- 
taken by  it ;  and.  mdeed,  it  should  eive  even  more 
than  the  value  ol  the  property,  rather  than  resort 
to  an  exercise  of  its  ultimate  power,  in  such  cases. 
The  danger  which  appears  to  have  been  appre- 
hended from  such  a  step  is  altogether  imaginary. 
It  might,  to  be  sure,  be  perverted  to  very  improper 
purposes,  and    so  might  every  power  granted. 
Without  even  literally  violating  the  Constitution, 
taxation  might  be  extended  iS^yond  endurance^ 
and  amount  to  absolute  tyranny ;  yet  the  safety 
of  the  United  States  required  that  no  limitation 
should  be  affixed  to  the  grant  of  the  power,  as  it 
was  impossible  to  foresee  the  particular  point  be- 
yond which  it  should  not  be  extended.    Gbvern- 
ment  can  no  more  exist  without  power  than  so- 
ciety can  exist  without  laws. 

But,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  power  to  make  roads  has 
been  clearly  given  by  the  clause  as  to  the  estab- 
lishment or  post  offices  and  post  roads — ^upon 
which  he  intended  to  make  but  very  few  remarks, 
as  it  had  been  fully  commented  on  by  others. 
Many  nice  definitions  had  been  given  of  tne  mean- 
ing of  the  word  "  establish."    It  is  never  used. 


said  a  gentleman,  when  any  thing  is  to  be  per- 
formed which  requires  physical  force.  He  gave 
us  various  illustrations  ot  the  ideas  which  he 
wished  to  convey  on  that  point,  and  so  very  fine 
and  hair-spun  were  bis  distinctions,  that  we  are  at 
a  loss  to  determine  whether  it  was  more  difficult 
to  comprehend  the  argument  or  retain  the  impres- 
sion. Let  us,  however,  take  one  of  the  examples 
which  he  gave.  I^  said  he,  authority  is  given  to 
establish  a  house  of  entertainment,  could  that  be 
construed  into  an  authority  to  build  a  house? 
Suppose  that  gentleman  were  applied  to  for  his 
advice,  and  a  written  contract  presented  to  him  ia 
which  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land  had  granted  an 
individual  the  authority  to  M^oito^  on  such  tract  a 
house  of  entertainment,  and  there  was  no  house 
on  it,  or  one  entirely  unfitted  for  such  purpose, 
would  that  gentleman  say  that  the  lessee  should 
not  have  a  right,  at  his  own  expense,  to  build  a 
suitable  house  ?  Would  he  tell  him,  after  having 
been  busily  engaged  in  investigating  the  subject, 
with  his  law  Iraoks  on  one  hand  and  his  lexicons 
on  the  other,  that  he  could  find  no  place  in  which 
the  words  *'  to  establish''  were  used  to  signify  '<  to 
do  any  thins  which  required  physical  force,"  and 
that,  unless  ne  could  build  a  house  without  physi- 
cal force,  he  must  lose  the  benefit  of  his  contract? 
In  construing  all  instruments  of  writing,  of  what- 
ever character  they  may  be,  is  it  not  more  reason- 
able to  understand  the  words  in  the  sense  in  which, 
from  a  view  of  the  whole  instrument,  it  is  reason- 
able to  presume  they  were  intended  to  be  under- 
stood ? 

It  has  also  been  urged  that  the  clause  referred 
to  gave  to  the  Greneral  Government  a  right  of 
way  only ;  and  that  any  lawyer  would  acknowl- 
edge that  a  grant  of  a  right  of  way  only,  convey- 
ed no  interest  in  the  soil ;  that  if,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, obstructions  were  thrown  in  the  way, 
the  grantee  had  no  right  even  to  remove  them, 
but  must  sue  and  recover  damaj^es.  I  know  that 
it  is  not  to  be  inferred,  as  the  opmion  of  that  gen- 
tleman, that  if,  by  order  of  the  county  courts,  ev- 
ery post  road  was  ordered  to  be  closed,  and  the 
gassage  of  the  mail  prevented^  the  remedy  would 
e  by  suit ;  for  here  a  greater  difficulty  would  pre- 
sent itself  than  in  construing  the  contract  *'  to 
establish  a  house  of  entertainment."  Against 
whom  should  the  suit  be  commenced  ?  Against 
the  State,  or  against  the  worshipful  justices  of  the 
county  court  ?  It  is  acknowledged  by  all  that  the 
State  has  no  authority  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
the  United  States  mail,  but  yet  the  county  court 
may  refuse  to  have  a  post  road  kept  in  such  a  con- 
dition as  would  enable  those  whose  doty  it  is  to 
carry  the  mail  to  get  along  with  it.  The  General 
Government,  according  to  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, is  made  to  depend  for  the  execution  of  its 
power,  not  on  the  State  alone,  but  on  the  will  and 
caprice  of  a  county  court.  When  a  road  is  once 
made,  gentlemen  acknowledge  that  the  Govern- 
ment may  claim  and  exercise  the  right  to  use  it. 
The  State  may  wish  to  alter  or  abolish  a  road,  but 
this  they  have  no  right  to  do.  But  we  must  not 
make  a  road.  Before  the  road  is  made  the  land 
belongs  to  the  State,  and  it  would  be  a  dangerous 
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power  to  permit  the  United  States  Gtorermneot  to 
interfere  with  its  right ;  but,  let  the  road  be  once 
made,  and  then  use  it  at  pleasure,  and  exercise, 
too,  such  authority  orer  it  as  that  the  State  can- 
not abolish  it,  and  in  this  there  is  no  dancer.  If, 
Mr.  Chairman,  this  be  correct  reasoning,  I  confess 
it  is  beyond  my  comprehension.  Not  wishing, 
however,  to  consume  too  much  of  your  time,  I 
shall  submit  the  matter  without  further  ohserTa- 
tions. 
When  Mr.  BuccNfiR  bad  concluded— 
Mr.  McDcFFiE,  of  South  Carolina,  next  took 
the  floor  in  support  of  the  bill,  who,  at  4  o'clock, 
yielded  to  a  motion  for  rising ;  and,  the  Commit- 
tee having  obtained  leave  to  sit  again,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Thubsday,  February  5. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  pronriet^r  of  allowing 
an  additional  compensation  to  William  F.  Gray, 
postmaster  at  Freaericksburg^  in  Virginia. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Prebidbnt 
or  THB  Umiteo  States,  as  follows : 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  Hotue  of 

Rtprestniaiivtt  of  the  iMiied  States  .* 

'  I  transmit  to  the  Hoosa  of  Representatives  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  agreeably  to  a  resolation 
of  that  Hoase  of  the  llth  of  December  last,  with  the 
papers  which  accompanied  that  report. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WASRiKOToir,  Feb*  %,  18t4. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  House  then  asain  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  obtaining 
the  necessary  surveys,  estimates,  dbc,  for  roadb 
and  canals. 

Mr.  MoDdfpib  concluded  the  speech  which  he 
eotnmenced  yesterday,  in  support  of  the  bill.  His 
apeech  follows  entire. 

-  Mr.  Chairman:  In  the  course  of  this  discussion, 
gentlemen  have  indulged  their  imaginations  in 
aketching  out  the  most  extravagant  and  fanciful 
pictures  of  the  abases  which  would  result  from 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  making  internal  im- 
provements by  Congress ;  and,  by  this  sort  of  in- 
verted reasoning,  have  attempted  to  prove  that 
the  power  does  not  constitutionally  exist  in  Con- 
gress. Nothing  can  more  clearly  show  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  position  they  have  assumed  under 
Ihe  Constitution,  than  the  fact  that  they  are  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  arguments  of  thb  description, 
in  order  to  sustain  it :  for,  I  think  it  can  be  satisfac- 
torily shown,  that  it  is  against  the  whole  theory 
of  our  political  system,  to  suppose  that  the  power 
in  jquestion  is  more  liable  to  be  abused  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  than  similar  powers  are  liable  to 
be  abused  by  theStateGovernments.  With  the  pur- 
pose, therefore,  of  reciatmine  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  from  the  frightful  usurpations  gratuit- 
ously ascribed  to  this  Government,  and  of  directing 


it  to  the  sober  and  dispassionate  eonsidcntioB  of 
the  princil^es  really  involved  in  the  subject  oade 
discussion,  I  propose  to  offer  a  few  prdimiDUf 
remarks,  indicating  the  real  securities  proTtdediB 
the  Constitution  for  the  liberty  of  the  citizen^ao^ 
the  harmonious  operation  of  oor  ccHnplicated  sys- 
tem of  Government. 

Almost  every  gentleman  who  ha9  addmed 
the  Committee  in  opposition  to  the  proposed  om- 
sure,  has  laid  down  some  general  propositigi. 
classify^inf  the  powers  which  have  been  confided. 
respectively,  to  the  General  Government  ind  id 
the  State  governments ;  but  it  seems  to  me  tkef 
have  introduced  into  their  several  propositiosi 
terms  much  move  vague  and  uncertain  thsn  ih 
question  they  are  intended  to  elucidate.  To  lu 
it  down  aa  a  general  rule,  that  all  muiicipL 
powers,  not  expressly  granted  to  the  Genenl 
Government,  belong  to  the  State  gorernmeBU 
either  renders  nu^^tory  most  of  the  powers  of  tk 
Government,  or  it  does  not  advance  us  s  aapt 
step  towards  the  decision  of  the  question  we  is 
discussing.  I  shall  endeavor  to  hnng  the  mi 
of  the  Committee  to  a  direct  perception  of  ttt 
things  upon  which  it  is  to  decide,  entirelf  uMt 
barrassed  by  terms  of  doubtful  signification. 

It  will  be  perceived,  from  a  casual  glance  it  ik 
provisions  of  the  Constitution,  that  two  great  safe- 

guards  are  provided  for  restraining  and  arrestuf 
le  usurpations  of  this  Government,  and  preset- 
inff  the  uberties  of  the  people.  One  of  these  re 
suns  from  restrictions  upon  power;  the  otki 
from  the  responsibility  of  those  who  exercise  pov- 
er,  to  the  people  upon  whom  it  operates.  These 
particular  acts  of  Government  which  are  ess» 
tially  wrong,  and  which  no  emergency  cin  jus- 
tify, are  absolutely  prohibited ;  and  upon  tbos 
powers  which  rulers  are  naturally  prone  to  aboa. 
because  connected  with  their  own  defence,  afi< 
liable  to  the  influence  of  their  paasions,  posiiiR 
restrictions  are  imposed,  reatraininf  their  exercis 
to  certain  specified  emeittencies.  Upon  these  pm- 
ciples,  Cong[ress  is  prohibited  from  passing  uy 
law  respectin|[  the  establishment  of  religiofi,« 
tending  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  conscience,  of 
speech,  or  of  the  press.  Upon  the  same  priBO* 
pies.  Congress  is  prohibited  from  making  eit&ff 
honors  or  crimes  hereditary,  by  creating  titiesa 
nobility,  or  passing  bills  ot  attainder ;  and,  a^^ 
from  suspending  the  privileges  of  the  writ  o. 
habeas  eofpmj  except  under  circumstances  pro* 
duoing  a  sort  of  State  necessity  for  that  daogc^ 
ous  exercise  of  sovereign  power.  And  it  is  wor- 
thy of  remark,  that  the  State  govemmenu  also  aie 
suDJected  to  precisely  the  same  positive  restric- 
tions, in  all  cases, where  the  powers  luder  eoositf' 
eration  could  be  fairly  presunm  to  bdong  to  tbeo, 
under  the  general  distribution.  Fn>m  this  we  sk 
brought  to  the  obvious  conclusion,  that  the  Coft* 
ventioo  did  not  regard  the  State  eoverDments  is 
sentinels  upon  the  watch-towers  oi  freedom,  or  \a 
any  respect  more  worthy  of  confidence  than  (k 
General  Government.  One  class  of  pobi ic  agena 
as  they  are  not  exempted  from  the  pssbioos, » 
they  have  no  claim  to  be  exempted  (rota  tht » 
atrictions  belonging  to  another  cfau>|  when  iwu 
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stand  in  the  same  relation  to  the  people..  It  was 
-wise  and  provident,  therefore,  to  restrain  both  from 
the  exercise  of  powers,  which  are  so  peculiarly 
dangerous  in  their  nature.  And  here,  sir.  an  an- 
swer at  once  suggests  itself  to  a  reroarJc,  made 
during  this  debate,  importing  that  the  same  prin- 
ciples of  construction  which  justify  the  exercise 
of  the  power  to  make  internal  improvements  by 
this  Government,  go  equally  to  justify  the  cele- 
brated sedition  law.  The  unconstitutionality  of 
that  law  resulted  from  the  express  provision,  ^'  that 
Congress  shall  pass  no  law  abridging  the  freedom 
of  speech  or  of  the  press."  It  was  a  violation  of 
an  express  restriction  upon  the  power  of  Con- 
gress; and  until  gentlemen  point  out  a  similar 
restriction  upon  the  power  of  improving  the  coun- 
try and  developing  its  resources,  they  must  aban- 
don the  argument,  deduced  from  this  analogy,  as 
indefensibfe.  The  only  effect  of  introducing  such 
an  argument  into  this  discussion,  is  to  awaken  as- 
sociations which  do  not  belong  to  the  subject. 

Having  thus  pointed  out  the  class  of  powers 
which  is  the  proper  subject  of  positive  restriction, 
let  us  ini^uire  what  is  the  principle  which  governs 
the  distribution  of  that  residuary  mass  of  useful 
and  necessary  powers  which  constitute  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  nation,  and  which  every  Government, 
or  system  of  Governments  worthy  of  the  name, 
*  roust  exercise  by  some  of  its  functionaries.    In 
determining  whether  a  given  subject  of  legislation 
should  belong  to  Congress  or  to  the  State  Legisla- 
tures, the  inquiry  with  the  Convention  was  not, 
which  of  these  will  be  most  likely  to  abuse  the 
trust,  but  to  which  of  them  does  it  appropriately 
belong,  in  reference  both  to  their  organization  and 
the  great  objects  they  were  designed  to  accomplish  ? 
It  was  not  a  question  of  civil  Eberty,  but  of  politi- 
cal harmony.    In  thb  view  pf  the  subject,  I  would 
lay  it  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  all  those  sub- 
jects of  legislation  which  concern  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  whole  Union,  which  have  a  plain  and 
obvious  relation  to  the  powers  expressly  granted, 
and  which  a  single  State  government  cannot  reg- 
ulate, naturally  belong  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  regulation 
of  those  subjects  by  Congress  impairs  the  power 
of  the  State  Legislatures  to  regulate  their  own  in- 
ternal police.   In  laying  down  this  rule,  I  have 
been  governed  by  the  living  principle  which  per- 
vades and  sustains  the  whole  fabric  of  our  complex 
?stem  of  government,  political    responsibility, 
his  should,  in  all  cases,  be  co-extensive  with  po- 
litical power ;  and  wherever  the  power  of  a  Govern- 
ment operates  upon  the  interests  of  those  to  whom 
it  is  not  responsible,  there  is  precisely  so  much  des- 
potism.   This  idea  cannot  be  better  illustrated, 
than   by  the  very  subject  under  consideration. 
Roads  and  canals  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mail,  and  for  bringing  into  efficient  operation  the 
military  power  of  the  nation,  are  intimately  con- 
nected With  the  prosperity,  the  defence,  and  the 
very  existence  of  the  Union.    The  whole  people 
of  the  United  States  are,  therefore,  interested  in 
the  execution  of  works  oi  this  description.    Let 
ns  suppose,  then,  that  the  General  Government 
commences  a  road  or  a  canal  for  these  general 


and  essential  purposes,  through  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, and  that  the  government  of  that  State  should 
interrupt  its  progress.  What  would  be  the  politi- 
cal anomaly  presented  ?  The  government  of  Del- 
aware, emanating  from,  and  responsible  to,  forty 
thousand  people  only,  would  be  seen  controUioff 
the  interests  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States,  amounting  to  n earl v  ten  millions?  The 
people  of  the  United  States  have  no  representative 
in  the  Legislatureof  Delaware,  and, consequently, 
no  means  of  controlling  its  .operations  upon  their 
interests  but  by  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  of  this 
Government.  In  the  case  supposed,  therefore,  the 
great  interests  of  this  Republic  would  be  subjected 
to  the  action  of  a  power  naving  every  characteris- 
tic of  despotism.  It  b  true,  it  would  be  a  petty 
despotism,  but  it  would  not,  on  that  account,  be 
less  despotic  in  principle.  If  it  would  not  directly 
endanger  the  liberties  of  the  country,  it  would 
weaken  its  energies  and  embarrass  the  essential 
operations  of  the  Grovernment.  For,  sir,  show 
me,  in  any  of  the  subdivisions  of  this  comprehen- 
sive scheme  of  representative  Governments,  a 
power  operating  beyond  its  responsibility,  and  I 
will  show  you  a  power  unknown  to  the  system — 
a  comet,  let  loose  from  the  power  of  gravitation, 
which  must  inevitably  destroy  the  planetary  har- 
mony by  which  that  system  is  so  admirably  cha- 
racterized. 

Let  us  now  reverse  this  picture,  and  contemplate 
the  operations  of  the  General  Government  upon 
the  States,  in  fulfilling  the  great  ends  of  its  crea- 
tion. What  are  the  principles  which  lead  gentle- 
men to  presume  that  the  rights  of  the  States  will 
be  infringed  ?  Is  Congress,  in  its  legislative  action 
upon  the  States,  like  the  State  Legislatures  in 
their  action  upon  the  United  States,  irresponsible 
to  those  upon  whom  its  power  operates  ?  Are  not 
the  people  of  the  States  represented  on  this  floor,  the 
governments  of  the  States  in  a  co-ordinate  branch 
of  the  National  Legislature,  and  both,  in  the  chief 
executive  magistracy?  And  when  the  concur^ 
rence  of  all  these,  or  of  two-thirds  of  both  branches 
of  Congress,  is  necessary  to  the  passage  of  any 
law  affecting  the  rights  of  the  people,  or  the  pow- 
ers of  the  States,  have  we  not  all  the  safeguards 
which  human  wisdom  can  provide  against  the 
abusive  exercise  of  power  ?  Sir,  in  the  vast  field 
of  legislation  over  which  our  jurisdiction  extends 
we  cannot  touch  with  rudeness  a  single  chord  of 
the  body  politic  whose  vibration  will  not  reach 
everv  department  of  this  Government.  I  confi- 
dently assert,  that  this  Government  is  as  popular 
in  its  organization,  and  as  safe  a  depository  of 
power,  as  a  State  Government. 

With  the  aid  of  these  general  principles,  I  shall 
proceed  to  inquire  what  powers  have  been  actually 
delegated  to  Congress,  in  reference  to  the  subjects 
embraced  in  the  bill  on  your  table. 

I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that,  under  the  gen- 
eral power  to  raise  and  appropriate  money  to 
"promote  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare," Congress  has  the  power  to  appropriate 
money  for  making  roads  and  canals,  with  the 
consent  of  the  States  in  which  these  works  may 
be  executed,  without  reference  to  any  of  the  other 
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specific  grants  of  power.  As  the  honorable  Speaker 
has  distinctly  disclaimed  all  power  over  internal 
improvements  derived  from  this  source,  I  must 
beg  the  particular  attention  of  the  Committee 
while  I  attempt  to  explain  my  views  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  remove  the  misapprehensions  which  I 
believe  to  exist,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  power 
which  is  claimed  under  this  clause.  When  I  lay 
it  down,  that  the  power  of  raising  and  appropri- 
ating revenue,  like  all  the  other  sovereign  powers 
of  this  Government,  is  unlimited,  unless  where 
expressly  restricted,  I  beg  eentlemen  not  to  be 
alarmed  at  the  proposition,  for  I  will  give  it  such 
an  explanation  as  will,  I  think,  render  it  perfectly 
harmless.  The  powers  to  declare  war,  and  to 
raise  and  support  armies,  are  certainly  as  danger- 
ous as  any  vested  in  this  Government,  and  yet,  it 
will  not  be  pretended  that  they  are  subject  to  any 
other  limitation  than  what  will  be  found  in  the 
wisdom  and  discretion  of  Congress.  We  have 
the  same  power  to  raise  an  army  of  a  hundred 
thousand  men  in  time  of  peace,  when  we  have 
occasion  for  their  services,  that  we  have  to  raise 
a  single  regiment  in  the  greatest  emergency.  And 
though  every  one  will  agree  that  such  a  freak  of 
power  would  be  wanton  and  wicked  in  the  ex- 
treme, no  one,  I  presume,  would  venture  to  pro- 
nounce it  unconstitutional.  In  like  manner,  I 
maintain  that  we  have  as  clear  a  Constitutional, 
power  to  raise  one  hundred  millions  of  levenue,' 
without  anv  reference  to  the  other  express  grants 
of  power,  that  we  have  to  raise  a  single  million  for 
the  direct  purpose  of  carrying  these  grants  into 
effect.  The  fallacy  of  the  arguments  of  gentle- 
men on  this  subject  consists  in  supposing^that  the 
Constitution  leaves  nothing  to  the  discretion  of 
Congress ;  when,  in  fact,  construe  the  Constitu- 
tion as  you  will,  our  principal  security  must 
depend  upon  that  discretion.  In  determining 
what  sovereign  powers  belong  to  Congress,  no 
discretion,  I  admit^  is  given  to  us.  The  Constitu- 
tion is  our  inflexible  landmark.  But,  in  deter- 
mining in  what  manner,  under  what  circum- 
stances, and  for  what  purposes,  these  powers  shall 
be  exerted,  we  have  nothing  but  a  sound  discre^ 
tion  to  direct  us.  That  Congress  has  power  <'  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,"  we  ascertain  from  the 
Constitution ;  but  it  would  be  as  vain  to  look  into 
the  Constitution  for  an  enumeration  of  the  objecu 
to  which  the  revenue  shall  be  appropriated,  as  to 
look  into  that  instrument  for  the  causes  which 
would  justify  a  declaration  of  war,  or  for  the  ob- 
jects to  be  accomplished  by  raising  armies  or 
regulating  commerce.  By  a  strange  misconcep- 
tion, in  which  the  honorable  Speaker  seems  to 
have  participated,  the  power  of  appropriating 


Government  of  unlimited  powers.  Sir,  I  expressly 
disclaim  these  consequences.  I  deny  that  the 
power  of  raising  and  appropriating  money  "  draws 
after  it"  (to  use  the  language  of  tne  Speaker)  any 
power  at  all.  My  position  is,  that  Congress  has 
power  to  raise  and  appropriate  money  to  carry 
into  effect  the  other  powers  expressly  granted,  and 


also  to  promote  *'  the  general  welfare,"  so  fir  is 
it  can  be  promoted  by  money  merely.  As  a  powo, 
it  ends  in  itself.  When  the  money  is  raised  aod 
appropriated,  sovereignty  ceases;  and  whaleret 
else  is  effected  must  be  done  by  the  mere  agf&c^ 
of  money,  in  the  use  of  which  the  Govemmeniii 
precisely  upon  the  footing  of  an  individual.  If 
any  sovereign  power,  besides  that  of  appropriatin; 
money,  is  necessary  to  accomplish  the  object,  thai 
other  power  must  be  derived  from  some  of  ibe 
other  grants  of  the  Constitution;  and  if  it  is  not 
found  there,  it  does  not  exist  at  all. 

That  the  power  of  appropriating  money  is  not 
confined  to  the  execution  ofthe  other  comcnerdal 
powers,  is  as  clear,  from  the  terms  in  which  it  is 
conveyed,  as  from  the  nature  of  the  power  iuell 
Congress  is  authorized  to  "  lay  and  collect  uies' 
^'  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  geneni 
welfare."  Now,  it  would  be  doing  great  iDJu^ice 
to  the  critical  skill  of  the  Convention  to  suppose 
that  the  significant  terms  ^'  common  defeoce  aai 
general  welfare,"  were  introduced  for  no  purpose: 
and  it  would  be  doing  equal  injustice  to  tbar 
wisdom  to  suppose  that  the  terms  in  question  wcp 
intended  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Geceitl 
Government.  It  seems  clear  to  me  that  they  wot 
intended  neither  to  enlarge  nor  diminisJi  tb< 
powers  of  Congress,  but  merely  to  define  and  lim^ 
the  objects  to  which  this  particular  power  shode 
be  applied.  And  lam  much  indebted  to  the  can- 
dor of  my  honorable  friend  from  Virginia,  wbc 
sits  near  me.  fMr.  Arcbgr,)  for  the  admissua, 
that  these  woras  were  intended  to  limit  a  powa 
which  would  have  b^n  illimitable  without  tbeta. 
I  am  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  us 
view,  and,  while  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  ti 
concur  with  my  friend  in  the  principle,  I  am  ccffi- 
pelled  to  say  that  it  brings  my  mind  to  a  copcio- 
sion  precisely  the  reverse  of  that  which  he  deducd 
from  it.  If  the  power  under  consideration  wuoU 
have  had  no  limit  without  the  words  ^comscs 
defence  and  general  welfare,"  it  results  of  neces- 
sity, that  we  must  look  to  those  words  only  for  dK 
limitation.  What,  then,  is  it?  Congress  jhafl 
raise  and  appropriate  monejr,  with  no  other  liffli' 
tation,  as  to  the  objects  which  money  alone  cai 
effect,  but  that  they  must  relate  to  the  "comma 
defence  and  general  welfare,"  and  not  to  any  loa 
or  State  purposes. 

Indeed,  sir.  it  may  be  fairly  argued  that  there 
would  have  oeen  no  necessity  for  an  express  d^ 
gation  of  a  power  to  raise  and  appropriate  moa^t  | 
if  it  can  be  applied  only  to  the  other  granted  pow- 
ers ;  for,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  that  every 
one  of  these  would  carry  with  it,  as  an  incident 
the  power  of  appropriating  the  money  necessary 
for  its  execution.  That  can  hardly  be  a  jasi  coor 
struction,  which  would  thus  convert  the  leadinf  | 
clause  of  the  Constitution  into  mere  surplusage- 

The  honorable  Speaker  seems  to  be  alarmed  at 
the  idea  of  a  discretionary  power  in  CoDgress  M  ^ 
appropriate  money  to  "promote  the  general  w«- 
fare,"  and  has  reminded  us  of  the  saying  of  a  mu- 
itary  chieftain,  who  certainly  understood  the  ej^ 
ments  of  human  power,  as  well  as  any  m«  ™ 
ever  wielded  them.    «  Give  me  money,  (saw  "*' 
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ceiebrated  man,)  and  I  will  obtain  bayonets;" 
and,  conversely,  "give  me  bayonet^,  and  I  will 
get  money  V^    Now,  if  the  honorable  Speaker  had 
examined  the  bearing  of  this  military  maxim,  with 
the  sagacity  which  usually  characterizes  the  ope- 
rations of  nis  mind,  I  think  he  would  have  found 
in  it  an  answer  to  bis  own  argument,  and  a  per- 
fect relief  from  all  his  apprehensions.  If  the  com* 
bined  powers  of  money  and  bayonets,  of  the  purse 
and  the  sword,  are  so  fearful,  I  ask  if  they  do  not 
exist,  without  limitation,  in  Congress,  by  the  ex- 
press grants  of  the  Constitution  1  That  the  power 
of  appropriating  money  is  unlimited  in  reference 
to  all  the  elements  of  military  power,  is  a  propo- 
sitioD  which  I  am  sure  will  not  be  questioned. 
And  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  th^  dangers 
of  the  bayonet  can  be  increased  by  the  power  of 
appropriatiog  money  to  other  objects.    It  is  not, 
sir,  the  power  of  appropriating  money,  but  the  other 
powers  to  which  it  gives  motion,  that  can  be  re- 
garded as  dangerous.    Against  the  wasteful  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money,  the  Constitution 
furnishes  an  ample  security  in  the  provision,  thati 
no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but 
by  the  consent  of  the  people,  through  their  imme- 
diate representatives.    It  may  at  least  be  said, 
that  if  this  is  not  a  sufficient  security,  there  can  be 
none ;  for  the  field  of  expenditure  is  wide  enough 
for  all  the  purposes  of  extravagance,  under  any  con- 
struction which  can  be  given  to  the  Constitution. 

Sir,  i[  the  view  I  have  taken  of  the  money 
powers  of  this  GotVernment  be  not  correct,  every 
Administration,  and  almost  every  Congress,  hare 
been  guilty  of  habitual  violations  of  the  Constitu- 
tion.   In  the  Administration  of  Gkneral  Wasb^ 
iNGTON,  an  appropriation  was  made  to  relieve  the 
suffering  people  of  St.  Domingo,  who  had  sought 
a  refuge  on  our  hospitable  shores  $  and,  in  that  of 
Mr.  Madiion,  a  similar  appropriation  was  made 
for  the  relief  of  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  Car- 
accas,  overwhelmed  by  the  disasters  of  an  earth- 
quake.   Neither  of  these  appropriations  have  the 
remotest  assignaMe  relation  to  any  one  of  the  other 
enumerated  powers,  and  I  challenge  any  gentle- 
man to  justify  them  under  any  other  clause  of  the 
Constitution  but  that  which  confers  the  revenue 
power.     In  fact,  sir,  we  cannot  perform  those 
every  day  acts,  which  are  essential  to  the  exist- 
ence, and  involved  in  the  very  notion  of  govern- 
ment, if  our  power  to  appropriate  money  is  re- 
garded as  merely  subservient  to  the  other  grants 
of  power.  The  monuments  wehaveerected  to  illus- 
trate the  gratitude  of  the  nation  and  the  memory 
of  her  distinguished  citizens ;  the  works  of  genius 
and  patriotism  by  which  we  have  decorated  the 
Halls  of  this  Capitol ;  and  the  very  supplications 
which  are  every  morning  sent  up  to  heaven,  in- 
voking its  smiles  upon  our  deliberations  for  the 
general  welfare,  are  so  many  emblems  of  usurpa- 
tion, if  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  are  correct 
on  this  point.     We  canuot  look  around  us  with- 
out beholding  something  to  remind  us  that  we  have 
violated  the  Couatitution. 

But,  sir,  there  are  much  stronger  precedents 
than  any  I  have  yet  stated,  on  the  point  under 
coEusideration. 

18th  Con.  Ist  Ssaa. 


Under  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  advocates  of  limited 
construction,  Congress  appropriated  money  for 
the  purchase  of  a  territory  sufficiently  large  for 
an  empire.  It  will  not  be  pretended  that  this  was 
authorized  by  any  of  the  specific  grants  of  power 
to  Congress,  if  not  from  that  to  appropriate  money. 
Whence,  then,  is  the  power  derived  ?  If  the  pur- 
chase was  unconstittttional,,an  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana,  whom  I  trust  we  shall  hear 
upon  this  question,  has  no  right  to  raise  his  voice 
in  this  assembly.  If  it  was  Constitutional,  as  I 
believe  it  was,  it  is  in  vain  to  speak  of  any  secu* 
rity  against  the  waste  of  the  public  treasure,  de- 
rived from  limitinf^  the  objects  of  expenditure. 
For  the  same  principle  which  authorized  the  pur- 
chase of  Louisiana,  would  equally  authorize  that 
of  Cuba  and  the  idands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  ;  and 
if  nature  did  not  interpose  an  insuperable  barrier,  we 
might  go  with  the  honorable  Speaker  to  the  plan- 
ets above  us,  and  there  embark  in  sovereign  spec- 
ulation. But  it  will  be  said  that  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana  was  made  by  virtue  of  the  Bzecutive 
power  to  make  treaties,.  Granted.  And  what 
follows?  That  the^  is  an  unlimited  power  in 
the  Bzecutive  Government,  not  only  to  authorize 
Ck>ngre8s  to  afmroprtate  money,  but  to  impose 
upon  it  all  the  obligation  which  can  grow  out  of 
the  treaty,  to  make  the  appropriation.  Sir,  this 
puts  an  end  to  the  argument  which  limits  the 
power  of  appropriating  money  to  the  other  spe- 
cific grants  to  Congress,  embraced  in  the  enume- 
ration of  its  powers.  And  I  must  say,  it  would 
be  an  extraordinary  suf^osition  that  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  intended  to  limit,  by  the  most 
jealous  restrictions,  the  power  of  the  popular, 
branch  of  th^  Qovernment,  in  selecting  the  ob- 
jects calculated  to  promote  the  general  welfare, 
and,  at  the.  same  time,  to  vest  in  the  Executive 
Government  the  most  unlimited  discretion  on  the 
same  subject. 

•  But,  says  the  honorable  Speaker,  if  we  can  de- 
rive the  right  of  making  a  road  through  a  State, 
from  the  consent  of  the  State,  we  can  derive  froin 
it  sovereign  powers  not  conferred  by  the  Consti- 
tution. If  it  were  contended  that  the  power  of 
appropriating  money  could  be  derived  from  the 
consent  of  a  State,  this  objection  would,  I  admit, 
be  unanswerable.  The  objection,  however,  is 
founded  upon  a  misconception.  It  supposes  every 
act  which  a  Government  performs  to  be,  of  course, 
an  act  of  sovereignty.  But,  nothing  can  be  more 
erroneous  than  such  a  supposition.  The  making 
of  a  road  is  not  an  act  of  sovereignty.  The  Le- 
gislature of  Virginia,  for  example,  might  grant 
me  the  privilege  of  making  a  road  throush  the 
State;  but,  if  they  were  to  do  so,  I  should  cer- 
tainly never  dream  that  I  was  clothed  with  any 
of  the  attributes  of  sovereignty.  In  fact,  to  deny 
this  General  Government  a  privilege  belonging 
to  the  humblest  citizen  within  its  allegiance, 
would  be  to  render  it  an  alien  enemy  in  the  midst 
of  the  people,  whose  destinies  are  committed  to  its 
oharge. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  though  I  have  deemed  it 
important  to  show  that  this  Government  has  tho 
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power  to  execute  internal  improvements  with  the 
consent  of  the  States  in  which  they  may  be  made, 
I  confess  I  deem  it  of  much  more  importance  to 
establish  its  absolute  and  sovereign  power  to  make 
such  roads  and  canals  as  are  requisite  and  proper 
for  giving  a  salutary  efficiency  to  the  great  |)owers 
expressly  conferred  upon  it,  ''in  order  to  form  a 
more  perfect  union,"  and  perpetuate  the  blessings 
of  liberty.  I  shall  prpceed,  therefore,  to  examine 
briefly  the  several  clauses  under  which  the  power 
in  question  is  claimed,  assuring  the  Committee 
that  I  will  not  trespass  upon  their  indulgence  by 
the  repetition  of  arguments  which  have  been  al- 
ready urged  with  an  ability  to  which  I  have  no 
pretensions. 

In  expounding  the  meaning  and  import  of  the 
grant  "  to  establish  post  roads,"  the  gentlemen  op- 
posed to  this  measure  have  largely  availed  them- 
selves of  those  legal  subtleties  and  philological  re- 
finements which  they  have  themselves  proscribed 
as  unbecoming  the  nature  and  gravity  of  this  dis- 
cussion. I,  sir,  am  decidedly  opposed  to  the  in- 
troduction of  artificial  or  technical  rules  into  the 
interpretation  of  such  an  instrument  as  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States ;  and  I  think  the 
friends  of  this  bill  would  act  very  unwisely  in 
resting  the  question  of  power  upon  the  grammati- 
cal import  of  the  term  "  establish."  I  agree  with 
my  honorable  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Aaohbr,) 
that  "  to  establish"  most  generally  means  only  to 
communicate  the  attributes  of  permanence  and 
stability  \  and  that,  in  relation  to  physical  objects, 
it  never  means  "  to  make"  merely.  But,  it  will 
be  apparent  to  the  gentleman,  on  a  moment's  re- 
flection, that  it  is  often  used  in  reference  even  to 
physical  objects,  to  convey  the  two-fold  idea  of 
'^  creating  and  making  permanent."  The  mean- 
ing of  the  word  must  depend,  in  every  case,  upon 
the  subject-matter  to  woich  it  relates.  An  au- 
thority, for  instance,  to  establish  a  post  road  where 
a  road  already  exbts,  would  not,  in  terms,  convey 
a  ri^ht  to  maxe  the  road ;  because  the  language, 
in  Its  more  comprehensive  signification,  woula 
have  nothing  upon  which  to  operate,  but,  an 
authority  to  establish  a  post  road  through  a  wil- 
derness would  most  certainly  be  interpreted  to 
convey,  bv  the  mere  force  of  the  terms,  the  right 
to  make  the  road,  as  well  as  to  communicate  to  it 
certain  legal  attributes. 

But,  sir,  in  giving  a  construction  to  a  power  of 
this  description,  we  must  ascend  to  much  higher 
principles  than  either  law  books  or  lexicons  can 
fornisn.  We  must  look  to  the  great  objects  which 
it  was  designed  to  accomplish,  and  gtve  it  such 
an  interpretation  as  will  most  eflfectuaily  promote 
them.  What,  then,  are  those  obiects?  ^The 
power  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads, 
simple  as  it  may  appear,  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant which  belongs  to  Congress.  Re^rding 
the  vast  extent  of  our  country,  and  the  punciples 
of  ourGbvernment,  it  is  obvious  to  remark  that  it 
is  of  vital  consequence  to  the  liberties  of  the  Re- 
public. It  is  the  representative  principle  that  im- 
parts to  this  Government  the  cnaracter  of  free- 
dom. And  what  can  be  more  essential  to  the 
efficient  operation  of  this  principle  than  the  rapid 


an^  rflg;ular  transmission  of  political  ioielligoiee 
from  the  Seat  of  Legislation  td  the  remotest  a- 
tremes  of  the  Union  ?  Even  a  free  press-ooeof 
the  essential  elements  of  a  representative  sysieov 
of  such  unprecedented  extent  as  ours— would  be 
comparatively  useless  without  an  active  snd  cod- 
prehensive  system  of  mail  oommunicatioo.  A 
constant  interchange  of  intelligence  and  seotimcct 
between  the  Government  and  the  people  i'  esan* 
tial  to  the  character  of  both.  It  is  the  diffosioi 
of  intelligence  from  the  Government  to  the  pcopk 
and  the  reaction  of  popular  sentiment  upon  tk 
Government,  that  renders  the  citizen  really  a  free- 
man, and  the  representative  really  a  resjxm&ih!! 
agent.  I  believe,  sincerely,  that,  if  the  commoii- 
cation  of  this  intelligence  were  for  a  leogiii  of 
time  cut  off  from  any  distant  portion  of  this  Udka 
it  would  be  deprived  of  the  principie  of  poliiia 
life,  as  certainly  as  a  limb  of  the  animal  sfsta 
would  perish  in  which  the  Uood  had  ceased  tc 
ciiculate.  And  is  it  not  obvious  that  there  wiL 
soon  be  States  in  this  great  Confederacy  so  reiDoK 
from  the  centre  that,  without  the  most  improrc^ 
means  of  communication.  Congress  may  meet  to^ 
adjourn  before  a  single  intercMoge  of  sefltimo: 
can  take  place  between  the  representative  aod  ks 
constituenu?  Sir,  I  am  sure  no  member  ^of  i^ 
Committee  can  be  insensible  to  the  importance  of 
these  considerations.  And,  in  ascertaiaiof  tk 
extent  of  a  power  designed  for  such  high  parposa 
shall  we  contract  our  views  to  a  merephUolo^ 
disquisition  upon  the  import  of  the  word  "nuk- 
lish?"  Admitting  that  this  word  must  receiff 
tl^e  restricted  meaning  ascribed  to  it  by  somegeo- 
tle^nen,  I  contend,  upon  a  higher  principle  tJnt 
any  yet  assumed,  that  the  power  to  establush  pot 
oflnces  and  post  roads  involves  as  an  incident  iIk 
right  to  maxe  them.  And  1  confess  i  have  bea 
not  a  little  surprised  that,  while  all  the  otJK? 
grants  in  the  Constitution  are  admitted  to  ioroirf 
incidental  powers,  this  should  be  regarded  as  u 
exception.     Without  this  incidental  power,  tk 

Erincipai  power  might  be  rendered  nugatory,  ettber 
y  the  caprice  of  a  Stale  government,  or  by  tbe 
obstacles  of  nature.  To  contend,  therefore,  tiiat 
we  cannot  make  post  roads,  because ''  to  establish* 
does  not  mean  "  to  make^"  is  not  more  reasosaUe 
than  it  would  be  to  maintain  that  this  Gorert* 
ment  cannot  make  war  because  "to  declare*' to 
not  mean  "to  make." 

I  believe  every  gentleman  who  has  oppo^.  i> 
this  debate,  the  power  of  Coagreas  to  make  post 
roads,  has  distinctly  admitted  iu  ri^t  to  exertise 
a  conservative  power  over  such  existiog  roids  m 
it  may  establish.  Thia,  indeed,  •  is  clearly  en- 
braced  in  the  idea  of  giving  firmness  and  siti£itf. 
which  enters  into  their  definition  of  the  word 
"establish."  Now,  sir,  if  this  Govemnest  hss 
the  power  to  maintain  and  keep  up  a  road 
against  the  consent  of  a  Stat&  and  to  prereit,  b 
the  highest  sanctions,  any  onstrections,  ^^^^ 
attempted  under  the  authority  of  a  State,  I  woott 
be  thankful  to  any  gentleman  who  would  pn*** 
an  intelligible  idea  of  the  Additiooal  act  of  sorer* 
eignty  exerted  in  making  a  road.  As  if^»^}^ 
the  question  of  sovereignty,  the  power  to  n»i** 
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<aiQ  a  road,  against  the  will  of  a  State,  is  precise- 
ly the  same  as  the  power  to  make  it — with  this 
differeoce  in  point  of  fact,  that  the  latter  exercise 
of  power  would  be  generally  more  beneficial  to 
the  States. 

Bat,  I  would  ask  the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side  of  this  question,  whether  this  Government 
has  not  a  right, 'and  has  not  invariably  exercised 
it  when  necessary,  to  erect  bufildings  for  the  use 
of  the  post  office  establishment?  They  have  not 
only  the  right  to  purchase  the  soil  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  a  post  office,  without  the  consent  of  a 
State,  but  they  have  a  right  to  take  it  withoat  the 
consent  of  the  owner,  and  with  no  other  restric- 
tioQ  than  that  prescribed  in  the  Constitution,  that 
*' just  compcnsatioa  shall  be  made."  Now,  if  the 
power  to  establish  a  post  office  involves  the  inci- 
dental right  to  make  it,  the  power  to  establish  a 
post  road,  involves  the  right  to  make  that  also. 
It  would  be  an  utter  perversion  of  every  just  prin- 
ciple of  constroction,  to  ascribe  to  the  same  word 
two  different  meanings,  as  applied  to  two  subjects 
standing  in  precisely  the  same  relation  to  it,  and 
in  the  same  sentence. 

i  will  now  proceed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  consider 
those  clauses  of  the  Constitution  which  confer 
upon  this  Grovernment  the  power  to  declare  and 
prosecute  war.  The  obrious,  and,  indeed,  the  ex- 
press intention  of  these  clauses  was,  to  elothethis 
Government  with  the  whole  military  power  of 
the  nation;  to  enable  it  to  provide  for  "the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare'^  of  the  Re- 
public. 

To  suppose  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
intended  to  confer  upon  Congress  the  power  to 
declare  war,  and  to  deny  to  It  the  means  of  giving 
to  that  power  the  most  efficient  operation,  is,  in 
effect,  to  suppo^  they  intended  to  impose  a  duty 
upon  Congress,  and  withhold  the  means  of  per- 
forming it.  But  gentlemen  deny  that  roads  and 
canals  can  be  fairly  r^arded  as  the  means  of 
prosecuting  war.  Sir,  f  am  perfectly  willing  to 
rest  this  question  upon  the  rule  laid  down  hy  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  P.  P. 
Barbour,)  who  opened  the  debate  in  opposition 
to  the  bill.  He  says  that  no  act  of  the  Govern- 
ment can  be  justified,  as  the  means  of  carrying 
into  effect  any  power  of  the  Government  wnich 
has  not  a  "direct  «nd  appropriate  relation"  to  the 
ends  which  that  power  was  intended  to  accom- 
plish. Now,  if  it  cannot  be  satisfactorily  shown 
that  roads  and  canals  have  a  "  direct  and  appro- 
priate relation"  to  the  military  defence  of  the 
country,  I  will  surrender  the  whole  argument. 
Sir,  what  is  the  situation  of  this  country,  in  refer- 
oice  to  its  capacity  for  defence?  There  is  not  a 
nation  on  earth  abounding  so  much  in  the  ele- 
ments of  strength,  that  is  so  much  weakened  by 
their  diffusion.  And  every  one  knows  that  not 
only  the  increased  energy,  but  the  very  existence 
of  military  power  depends  upon  the  concentration 
of  these  elements.  If,  by  a  iudicious  system  of 
roads  and  canals,  we  double  the  facilities  for  mili- 
tary movements,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
forces  of  the  country  may  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
an  invading  force,  we  increase,  in  tiearly  the 


same  degree,  ohr  defensive  power.  If,  by  the 
same  means,  we  enable  the  Grovernment  to  trans- 
port arms,  monitions,  troops,  aud  subsistence,  for 
one-fourth  of  the  price  it  would  now  cost,  we 
quadruple  the  power  of  the  country,  so  far  as 
money  is  to  be  regarded  as  an  element  of  military 
power.  These  hypothetical  cases,  so  far  from  be- 
ing extravagant,  are  short  of  the  reality.  If  this 
were  not  apparent,  from  a  .mere  inspection  of  the 
map  of  the  country,  it  could  not  fail  to  be  deeply 
impressed  upon  us  by  the  disastrous  experience  of 
the  recent  war  with  Great  Britain.  We  cannot 
have  forgotten  the  waste  of  life  and  treasure, 
which  was  sustained  on  the  Northwestern  frontier, 
principally  for  the  want  of  facilities  of  transpor- 
tation. The  extraordinary  expenses  of  a  single 
campaign,  (in  which  flour  cost  the  Gk)vernment 
upwards  of  one  hundred  dollars  a  barrel,)  arising 
from  this  deficiency,  would  defray  the  expense  of 
the  most  important  of  the  roads  and  canals  con- 
templated for  military  purposes.  Can  it,  then,  be 
doubted  that  roads  and  canals  have  a  direct  and 
appropriate  relation  to  the  military  defence  of  the 
country?  Let  us  suppose,  sir,  that  any  one,  or  a 
combination,  of  the  great  Powers  of  the  world, 
should  wage  a  war  of  extermination  against  this 
Republic.  1  will  not  undertake  to  say  how  pro- 
bable such  an  event  may  be,  or  how  remote;  nut, 
in  discussing  the  Constitutional  power  of  this 
Government,  to  defend  the  country,  we  are  bound 
to  regard  all  those  combinations  and  vicissitudes 
of  human  affairs,  of  which  history  furnishes  so 
many  examples.  Upon  what,  then,  would  our 
safety,  and  even  our  existence,  depend,  if  those 
combinations  and  vicissitudes  should  coyer  our 
coasts  with  the  hosts  of  an  invader,  aiming  to  ex- 
tinguish, in  blood,  the  light  of  our  example?  Sir, 
the  whole  power  of  the  country  would  be  called  in 
requisition ;  and  I  need  not  say  how  much  of  that 
power,  both  as  it  fegards  men  and  subsistence, 
lies  beyond  the  mountains.  In  an  emergency, 
such  as  I  have  supposed,  at  least  a  fourth  part  of 
the  military  energies  of  the  Republic  would  be 
almost  entirely  unavailing  for  all  the  purposes  of 
its  defence  and  preservation,  without  the  improve- 
ments here  contemplated.  Indeed,  the  power  of 
this  Government  to  make  roads  and  canals  for 
military  purposes,  is  so  obvious  that  my  friend 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Archer)  has,  with  his  char- 
acteristic candor,  distinctly  admitted  it;  but,  he 
contends,  that  the  roads  and  canals  contemplated 
in  this  bill,  are  not  of  that  description.  Now,  I 
perfectly  agree  with  him  that  if,  under  the  pre- 
text of  making  military  roads  and  cabals,  Con- 
?Tess  were  to  assume  the  power  of  making  them 
or  purposes  not  military,  it  would  be  an  act  of 
usurpation.  The  powers  of  this  Government 
must  be  honestly  exercised ;  and,  although  I  can- 
not perceive  any  principle  upon  which  the  judici- 
ary could  pronounce  any  road  unconstitutional, 
(it  I  may  be  permitted  so  to  characterize  a  road;) 
yet,  I  admit  that  the  conscience  of  every  member 
is  a  tribunal,  before  which  he  must  be  able  to  jus- 
tify his  vote,  in  each  particular  exercise  of  the 
power  in  question. 
An  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr* 
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Rives,)  who  favored  us  wkh  an  argument  of  great 
ingenuity,  and  to  which  I  listened  with  unusual 
pleasure,  has  told  us,  that  if  we  assimilate  a  mili- 
tary road  to  a  fortification,  we  may,  with  a  little 
more  license,  of  the  imagination,  say,  that  bread, 
and  even  the  hearts  of  our  citizens^  are  fortifica- 
tions. I  trust,  sir,  there  is  more  ot  fact  than  of 
fancv  in  this.  And,  I  would  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman,  if  he  means,  to  deny  the  power  of  this 
Government  to  provide  bread  for  the  sustenance 
of  its  armies,  or  to  call  into  requisition  the  hearts 
and  the  blood  of  its  citizens,  for  their  common  de- 
fence ? 

Driven  from  the  ground  of  precise  Constitutional 
investigation,  gentlemen  have  conjured  up  a  phan- 
tom which  they  denominate  consolidation;  and 
which  I  ^hall  now  endeavor  to  exorcise.  And  I 
should  be  ^lad  if  some  of  them  would  favor  us 
with  a  precise  idea  of  what  ihev  mean  by  consoli- 
dation. If  they  mean  by  it  a  arm  and  mdissolu- 
ble  union  of  the  States,  I  for  one,  am  decidedly  in 
favor  it;  but,  if  they  mean  by  it  the  annihilation  of 
the  State  governments,  or  the  destruction  of  a  sin- 
gle power  that  appropriately  belongs  to  them,  there 
IS  no  man  who  disapproves  of  it  more,  and  I  will 
add,  who  fears  it  less  than  I  do. 
.  If  gentlemen  will  attentively  examine  the  organ- 
ization and  structure  of  our  Government,  they  will 
perceive  that  a  consolidation,  in  this  sense  of  the 
term^  cannot  possibly  take  place.  What,  sir? 
Annihilate  the  State  governments!  when  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  National  Lesislature  is  abso- 
lutely dependent  upon  them,  and  the  other  ema- 
nates from  the  very  same  people  who  create  those 
governments!  Usurp  the  powers  of  the  State 
governments!  when  this  Government ^could  not 
exerciHC  them  if  it  would,  and  would  not  exercise 
them  if  it  could  1  Gkntlemen  have  deluded  them- 
selves by  the  vague  generalities  in  which  they  have 
indulged,  and  have  triumphantlv  asked.  What  may 
this  Ck)vernmeot  not  do,  if  it  has  power  to  make 
internal  improvements  ?  Sir,  I  would  ask,  in  reply. 
What  may  this  Government  not  do,  under  any 
construction,  which  they  would  themselves  give 
to  the  Constitution  ?  For,  I  must  be  permittt^  to 
say,  that,  if  the  liberties  of  the  Republic  are  in  any 
danger  from  the  powers  of  this  Government,  it  is 
from  those  expressly  granted.  It  has,  in  the  power 
of  war  and  peace,  tne  absolute  and  unlimited  com- 
mand of  every  thing  that  can  fascinate  human 
ambition,  or  impose  upon  the  imaginations  of 
mankind.  If  any  thin^  can  draw  it  from  the 
appropriate  sphere  of  its  duty,  it  is  the  seduc- 
tive charm  ot  military  glory.  But  this  is. not  all. 
In  the  power  to  suppress  insurrections,  it  may 
bring  the  military  force  of  the  nation  to  operate, 
under  mere  colorable  pretexts,  directly  upon  the 
lives  and  liberties  of  the  people.  And  if  these 
powers  are  harmles.^,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  perceive 
what  there  is  to  alarm  us,  in  those  that  remain. 
If  my  views  of  our  system  of  Government  are  not 
entirely  erroneous,  our  liberties  do  not  depend  so 
much  upon  the  quantity  as  upon  the  kind  of  power 
vested  in  our  respective  public  functionarie^-^nor 
upon  either  of  these,  so  much  as  upon  the  eflicient 
responsibility  of  those  functionaries  to  the  people. 


Destroy  this  tie,  and  any  portion  of  power,  how- 
ever small,  will  soon  be  sufficient  for  all  the  por- 
poses  of  despotism.  Subject  to  its  control,  the  (»- 
dinary  powers  of  Government,  which  coostinft 
sovereignty,  are  both  safe  and  salutary.  Indeed^  1 
am  satisfied  that  the  propositioiif  that  power  b  es> 
sential  to  liberty,  will  be  found  to  be  philosophi- 
cally true,  upon  the  fullest  examination.  Yoi 
cannot  annihilate  sovereign  pawet  with  impu- 
nity. If  it  cannot  operate  thioagh  the  GoTet&- 
ment,  it  will  operate  through  other  ehannek,  aii 
the  Government  will  sink  under  its  own  dehilitj. 
Most  of  the  free  Governments,  both  of  ancient  aod 
modern  times,  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  inisi*- 
ken  idea,  that  liberty  derives  its  security^  not  fnn 
the  responsibility  of  power,  but  from  its  linuti- 
tions. 

But,  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  understood,  whik 
maintaining  the  complete  sovereignty  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, in  relation  to  the  great  objects  of  iu  cre- 
ation, to  underrate  the  importance  of  the  Suie 
governments,  or  to  claim  for  the  Generml  (xoTefB- 
ment  the  right  of  interfering,  in  any  respect,  wiik 
their  power  and  jurisdiction.  What  are  thesab- 
jects  of  their  power  and  jurisdiction  ?  The  prop- 
erty, the  life,  the  person^  and  the  character  of  tk 
citizen,  and  the  general  improvement  of  the  Stale. 
I  would  not  extend  the  power  of  this  Govemiucfit 
so  as  to  impair  that  of  the  State  governments,  ia 
relation  to  any  of  these  subjects,  or  any  other  eoh 
braced  in  the  internal  police  of  the  States.  Whii^ 
sir,  will  be  the  effect  of  the  very  measure  we  ait 
discussing,  in  this  respect  ?  Can  internal  improre 
ments,  ol  a  national  kind,  by  any  possibility,  vat- 
pair  the  power  of  the  State  through  which  iJkj 
pass,  to  make  similar  improvements  ?  Their  cos- 
current  power  would,  on  the  contrary,  be  capable 
of  producing  much  greater  results,  and  notkia^ 
but  a  spirit  of  reckless  caprice,  which  cannot  be 
imputed-  to  the  State  governments,  could  induce 
them  to  resist  the  incidental  co-operation  of  tbe 
General  Grovernmeot,  in  works  so  essentially  bese 
ficial  to  themselves.  Sir,  I  am  utterly  incapable  cf 
perceiving  a  solitary  power  of  a  State  govemment, 
which  would  not  exist  in  as  ample  a  manner  du- 
ring the  progress  of  a  national  work  within  its  jo- 
risdictien,  as  if  such  work  had  never  been  erea 
protected. 

But,  an  honorable  gentlenMn  from  Virgiais 
(Mr.  Stbvenbon)  has  informed  the  Committee 
that  the  people  are  alarmed  on  this  subject,  asi 
has  warned  us  of  the  danger  of  alienating  tbar 
confidence  from  this  Government  I  trust,  sir, 
I  duly  estimate  the  high  character  of  Virginia  /or 
intelligence  and  patriotism,  but  the  geotJemaa 
must  excuse  me  (or  saying  that  I  cannot  rtcatd 
Virffinia  as  the  barometer  of  the  national  fedia; 
on  this  question.  And  when  we  advert  to  the  fact 
that  a  decided  majority  of  Congress  has  for  masf 
years  been  perse veringly  attached  to  this  sy>teffl 
of  improvement,  it  would  seem  to  be  a  matter  of 
some  difficulty  for  the  gentleman  to  make  out  {be 
evidence  of  the  dissatistaction  and  aiann  of  whicd 
he  speaks.  I o deed,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  «- 
press  an  opinion  on  the  subject,  I  doubt  whether 
the  people,  even  of  Viiginia,  have  auy  o(  those 
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apprehensions  Which  some  of  their  Representa- 
tives entertain  on  this  subject.  The  course  of 
argument  which  denies  to  this  Qovernment  the 
power  to  make  inlernal  improvements  is  too  re- 
fined and  metaphysical  for  the  comprehension  of 
the  people;  atfd,  as  far  as  my  own  observation 
has  extended,  it  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  pol- 
iticians. Tell  a  plain  man  that  the  Government 
has  not  this  power,  and  you  strike  him  with  aston- 
ishment. He  will  be  utterly  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand upon  what  principle  a  Government  having 
:so  much  power  to  do  evil  should  be  deprived  of 
the  power  of  doing  good.  And,  after  all,  common 
sense  is  the  safest  guide  in  the  construction  of  this 
Oonstitution.  It  originated  with  the  people,  was 
designed  for  tlie  people,  and  w^  shall  bi&st  fhlfil 
its  ends  by  expounding  its  provisions  and  admin- 
istering^ its  powers  upon  those  broad  and  obvious 
principles  which  the  people  can  clearly  compre- 
hend. 

I  have  no^  reason  to  apprehend,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  the  attention  of  the  Committee  has  been  so 
exclusively  directed  to  the  abstract  question  of 
power,  that  they  have  lost  sight  of  many  of  the 
considerations  which  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  measures  under  consideration,  on  the  score  of 
expediency.  With  the  indulgence  of«the  Com- 
mittee, I  will  offer  a  few  remarks  on  this  latter 
view  of  the  subject. 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia  TMr.  Stevenson) 
has  told  us,  with  a  manner  oi  utterance  which 
forbids  Us  to  misunderstand  his  object^  that  meas- 
ures of  this  description  will  make  this  a  splendid 
Oovernment !  I  trust,  sir,  that  t^ords  can  have  no 
magical  influence  on  our  deliberations  on  this 
grave  question ;  and  I  confess  that  I  can  collect 
no  distinct,  or  intelligible  idea  from  the  expression 
to  which  I  have  just  alluded.    What  does  the 

fentlemati  mean  by  a  splendid  Government?  Does 
e  mean  a  Government  which  takes  an  enlarged 
mod  comprehensive  view  of  the  great  interests  of 
oar  common  country,  and  wisely  provides  means 
for  their  development?  Does  be  mean  a  Gk>rern- 
ernment  which  applies  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try, not  to  the  gratification  of  its  own  ambition, 
but  to  the  promotion  of  the  happiness,  the  wealth, 
and  the  security  of  the  people  ?  If  such  be  his 
meaning^  i  hope  this  will  never  cease  to  be  a 
splendid  Government.  If  such  be  not  his  mean- 
ing, the  expression  can  have  no  application  to  the 
measure  with  which  it  has  been  associated.  No 
gentleman  has  ventured  to  question  the  impor- 
tance of  internal  improvements,  as  a  means  of 
promoting  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  conn- 
try.  This  has  long  since  ceased  to  be  a  question 
in  every  civilized  nation  in  the  world.  But  it  is 
contended  that  this  Government  is  not  capable  of 
executing  works  of  this  description,  with  the  same 
judgment,  skill,  and  economy,  as  the  State  gov- 
ernments. 

Sir,  the  roads  and  canals  contemplated  by  this 
bill,  will  be  of  an  extent  which  will  render  it  im- 
possible for  the  State  governments  to  execute 
them.  If,  therefore,  they  are  not  made  by  this 
Government^  they  will  not  be  made  at  all.  But 
gentlemen  are  certainly  mistaken  in  supposing 


that  internal  impr6vements,  of  any  kind,  can  be 
more  skilfully  and  cheaply  executed  by  the  State 
governments,  than  by  this  Government.  A  State 
government,  I  admit,  is  more  capable  of  deter- 
mining what  improvements  will  promote  the  pe- 
culiar interests  of  the  State,  for  tW  same  reason 
that  this  Government  is  more  capable  of  deter- 
mining what  improvements  will  promote  ''the 
general  welfare "  of  the  whole  Union.  But.  as 
relates  to  their  comparative  competency  for  sxil- 
ful  execution,  it  would  be  extraordinary  if  the 
General  Government  had  not  the  advantage.  It 
has  already  in  its  service  a  corps  of  scientific  en- 
gineers, and  is  possessed  of  superior  resources  and 
opportunities  for  commanding  the  first  talents  of 
the  country,  or  of  the  world,  if  necessary.  It  can 
cast  its  eye  over  the  whole  Union,  ana  combine 
and  concentrate  the  results  of  the  experience  of 
all  the  States.  In  a  word,  it  has  all  the  advan- 
tages which  more  abundant  resources,  superior 
intelligence,  and  a  more  comprehensive  view  of 
the  iifiprovements  already  made  in  this  and  other 
countries,  can  confer  upon  it.  Very  few  of  the 
States  have  much  practical  knowledge  on  the 
subject.  It  is  within  my  own  knowledge  that  in 
that  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent, 
vast  sums  of  money  have  been  expended,  w;ith 
very  little  skill  or  economy.  It  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, indeed,  that  any  Government  can  carry  on 
undertakings  of  this  kind,  with  the  minute  econ- 
omy which  is  practicable  in  those  of  a  private 
nature,  in  which  individual  interest  holds  a  con- 
stant check  upon  extravagance.  But,  in  this  re- 
spect, Government  is  Oovernment.  All  are  equally 
liable  to  imposition,  and  if  the  objection  I  am 
considering  were  substantial,  it  would  arrest  the 
progress,  of  internal  improvements  aitoeether. 
The  fallacy  of  this  argument,  as  well  as  of  most 
of  those  urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
consists  in  the  supposed  exemption  of  the  State 
governments  from  tne  frailties  and  imperfections 
which  are  incident  to  all  Governments. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  urged  to  the  adop- 
tion of  this  system  of  internal  improvements,  by 
considerations  growing  out  of  the  peculiar  cnar- 
acter  of  our  Government,  infinitely  more  impor- 
tant than  any  which  relate  merely  to  the  economy 
of  national  wealth.  There  is  not  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth  a  nation  so  deeply  and  vitally  inter- 
ested in  'the  improvement  of  the  facilities  of  in- 
ternal communication,  as  the  United  States;  for, 
whatever  differences  of  opinion  may  prevail  upon 
other  subjects,  all  of  us  must  agree  that  our  hopes 
of  reaching  the  high  and  happy  destinies  for 
which  Providence  seems  to  have  formed  this 
country  and  this  Government,  absolutely  depend 
upon  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  And  what 
are  the  sources  fi^om  which  danger  is  to  be  appre- 
hended in  this  particular?  Dissimilarity  of  in- 
terests, suspension  of  social  and  commercial  inter- 
course, and  a  consequent  alienation  of  feeling 
among  the  great  geographical  subdivisions  of  the 
country.  Intercourse  is  thepnly  effectual  preven- 
tive. This,  sir,  is  not  a  matter  of  mere  specula- 
tion. The  most  salutary  effects  have  resulted 
from  the  intercourse  between  the  Norrtiem  and 
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Southern  States;  ah  intercourse  founded  Cipon 
commercial  and  other  accidental  relations,  and 
facilitated  by  the  channels  provided  by  nature. 
So  palpable  has  been  the  effect  of  this  intercourse 
in  correcting  mutual  prejudices,  that  it  cannot 
have  escaped  the  most  careless  observer.  With- 
out this,  ii  is  impossible  to  say  what  would  have 
been  the  effect  of  our  political  divisions,  in  a  crisis 
which  has  happily  passed  away,  or  what  would 
now  have  been  the  state  of  feeling  existinff  be- 
tween the  Northern  and  Southern  portions  of  this 
Union.  But,  united  as  they  are  bv  the  stronff 
ties  of  interest,  consecrated  by  social  kindness  and 
mutual  good  offices,  these  portions  of  the  Union 
can  never  separate. 

But,  sir,  there  is,  in  another  direction,  danger 
which  cannot  be  disguised.  No  statesman,  of  en- 
larged "views  and  patriotic  feelings,  can  look  with 
indifference  upon  the  situation  of  the  Western 
country,  and  the  relation  it  bears  to  this  Union. 
It  is  an  old  maxim  that  rivers  uuite  nations,  but 
mountains  separate  them.  And  why  is  it  so? 
Because  rivers'  facilitate  intercourse  and  moun- 
tains prevent  it.  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  misunder- 
stood in  what  1  say  of  the  Western  States,  on  this 
delicate  subject.-  There  is  no  portion  of  this 
Union  (I  malte  no  exception)  more  justly  distin- 
guished for  lofty  and  patriotic  feelings  than  the 
Western  States.  Nor  is  there  any  portion  of  the 
Union,  at  this  time,  more  ardent  and  devoted  in 
its  attachment  to  the  General  Qovernment.  But 
what  produces  this  attachment  ?  The  ties  of  con- 
sangumity,  and  the  power  of  youthful  associations. 
Few  of  the  citizens,  who  constitute  the  governing 
power  in  those  States,  can  look  around  them  for 
the  tombs  of  their  fatners.  These  depositories  of 
the  dead,  and  many  living  objects  of  tMir  affecr 
tionate  remembrance,  are,  yet  awhile,  on  this  side 
of  the  mountains.  But  time  is  gradually  weak- 
ening these  ties  of  nature,  and,  when  a  few  gen- 
erations more  shall  have  passed  away,  the  bond 
of  affiliation  which  now  unites  them  to  us  will  be 
entirely  dissolved.  With  these  impressive  facts 
before  us,  we  should  be  unworthy  of  the  high 
trust  confided  to  us,  if  we  did  not  endeavor,  by  a 
provident  forecast,  to  substitute  new  principles  of 
attachment  for  those  which  must  ao  soon  cease  to 
operate. 

Let  us^  then,  provide  the  substantial  ties  of 
commercial  interest.  It  is  my  deliberate  opinion, 
that,  if  the  entire  commercial  supplies  of  the  West^ 
em  States  should  be  permanently  derived  through 
the  port  of  New  Orleans,  and  no  commercial 
intercourse  should  subsist  between  them  and  the 
Atlantic  States,  it  would  be  impossible  for  all  the 

Sower  of  parchment  and  political  organization  to 
old  this  Union  together  for  half  a  century  longer. 
In  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  have  often  reflected 
that  the  difficulties  incident  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  of  the  river  Mississippi, 
were  kindly  intended  by  Providence  to  promote 
our  union  and  greatness.  I  rejoice  that  those 
difficulties  do  exist ;  and,  I  trust,  we  shall  be  wise 
enough  to  improve  them  to  our  advantage.  Let 
us,  then,  cut  down  and  level  the  mountain^,  not 
like  the  Persian  tyrant,  to  subjugate  nations,  but 


in  order  to  achieve  a  more  glorious  conqQ^t-4lie 
subjugation  of  our  own  mutual  prejudices.  Sir, 
in  whatever  light  we  view  these  improTemeob, 
whether  in  reference  to  the  difiasion  of  ioieUi- 
gence,  the  increase  of  the  defensive  power  of  \k 
country,  or  the  perpetuation  of  the  Uaion,  tbej 
are  as  essential  to  our  existence  and  prosperitf  is 
a  nation  as  the  veins  which  give  circulatioQ  to 
the  principle  of  animal  life  are  to  the  health  and 
viffor  of  the  animal  system. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject  to  whiek 
I  shall  merely  call  the  attention  of  the  Commii^ 
tee,  having  neither  time  nor  strength  for  iisfeM 
development.  An  attentive  examination  of  tke 
philosophy  of  national  character  and  natiosal 
greatness  will  lead  us  to  the  conclusion  that  iIk 
common  efforts  and  common  sacrifices  of  the 
whole  people,  made  with  a  view  to  some  grci: 
national  object,  are  absolutely  indispensable  to  tk 
existence  oi  these  attributes.  Hence,  the  iDflueace 
of  war  in  calling  into  action  sentiments  of  patri- 
otism  aiid  nationality,  and  the  tendency  of  peace 
to  cause  these  lofty  principles  of  action  to  dego- 
erate  into  selfishness  and  a  want  of  public  spirit 
Sir,  what  would  this  nation  be  without  thcee 
military  achievements,  which  are  so  many  mooa- 
ments  of  our  common  exertions  ?  Strike  from  tbf 
record  of  history  the  heroic  deeds  of  our  ancestors, 
and  the  more  recent  events  which  illustnite  the 
valor  and  patriotism  of  the  present  genera  tics, 
and  the  people  of  these  United  Suites  wovld  be 
reduced  to  a  mere  multitude  of  human  beiag!^ 
animated  by  no  common  principle,  and  united  by 
no  common  sympathies,  destitute  of  those  mocal 
characteristics  and  sentiments,  without  which  ail 
the  physical  elements  of  power  and  greatness  caa- 
not  constitute  a  nation.  But,  sir,  I  trust  that  raili- 
tary  achievements  are  not  the  only  means  of  givisg 
us  national  character  tind  national  sentimeots. 
Let  us  substitute  moral  for  military  glory;  the 
achievements  of  national  industry,  directed  bv  aa 
enlightened  policy  to  the  great  improvements  coa- 
templated  by  this  bill,  for  achievements  involrinc 
much  more  painful  sacrifices,  and  productiTec? 
less  durable  benefits  to  the  country.  Let  us  create, 
by  our  common  toil  and  common  treasure,  smt 
great  monuments  of  the  enterprise  of  the  natioa, 
which  the  people  of  this  Union  will  eonteniplaie 
with  a  common  pride  and  regard  as  their  com- 
mon property.  Sir,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate 
the  value  of  these  improvements.  I  will  not  saf 
they  will  make  this  Union  perpetaal;  for  tbe 
frailty  and  imperfection  of  every  thing  hamu 
forbids  us  to  indulge  that  hope.  But  I  will  say 
that  if  we  wisely  improve  our  advantages  in  this 
respect,  human  sagacitv  cannot  point  out  any  pro^ 
bable  cause  which  will  produce  a  separaiioo  oi 
the  States.  But  if^  unhappily,  it  should  ever  be 
our  destiny  to  divide,  and  if  our  liberties  shootd 
perish  in  the  convulsion^  let  us  at  least  leave,  for 
the  admiration  of  posterity,  some  memorials  thai 
the  Republic  has  not  existed  in  vain. 
'    When  Mr.  McDoffie  had  coodaded — 

Mr.  Rbynolos,  of  Tennessee,  addressed  tkt 
House.  Notwithstanding  the  thinness  of  the  Com- 
mittee, he  said  he  should  now  take  the  liberty  oi 
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presenting,  brieflf)  his  views  on  this  interesting 
subject.  At  the  outset  of  thid  discassion,  said  Mr. 
R.,  I  intended  to  have  given  a  silent  vote,  until  I 
reflected  that,  some  six  or  seven  years  ago,  I  had 
the  honor  to  mingle  in  debate  on  this  very  topic. 
And,  lest  my  constituents  might  suppose  that  I 
had  become  less  zealous  in  their  cause,  to  whom 
I  owe  mudh,  is  a  very  great  consideration  of  my 
now  engaging  the  attention  of  this  patient  and 
attentive  Committee.  On  the  debate  in  1817  on 
the  bonus  bill,  the  genllemlan  ^Mr.  Calbodn) 
who  brought  it  forward,  satisfiea  my  mind  that 
we  have  the  power  contended  for. 

Sir,  when  we  look  b^ck  at  the  situation  of  the 
country,  and  mark  the  defects  of  the  old  Confed- 
eration, and  view  withf  delight  the  great  abilities 
of  those  worthies  who  penned  this  Constitution, 
what  must  have  been  their  reflections  on  the  sub- 
ject now  before  us,  when  they  sat  doWn  to  con- 
sider of  the  great  and  prominent  features  of  our 
Government,  as  afterwards  presented  in  this  in* 
strument?    They  were  men  of  the  first  talents 
and  patriotism  to  be  found  in  any  country.    They 
were  well  versed  in  the  history  of  other  nations. 
They  felt  and  Jrnew  how  beneficial  and   how 
largely  internal  improvements  contributed  to  the 
glory  and  renown  o£  ancient  Greece  and  Rome ; 
and,  also,  the  great  utility  and  importance  thpse 
great  works  are  to  modern  Europe.    Look  at 
England,  France,  and  Germany — the  great  facil- 
ities derived  by  the  goodness  of  the  means  of  their 
conveyance.    Those  great  men  also  saw,  in  pros- 
pectus, their  country  destined  to  be  as  great  and 
flourishing  as  any  that  had  gone  before  it.    And 
yet  gentlemen  gravely  contend  that  they  never 
intended  to  give  to  Congress  a  supreme  and  abso- 
lute power  to  make  post  roads.    But  the  road  pre- 
viously made  by  ^e  States,  atid  afterwards  be- 
coming a  mail  route,  should  then  be  adopted  and 
made  the  post  road.    This  is  the  position  taken 
by  the  first  genfteman  (Mr. Barbour)  who  opened 
the  debate,  and  for  whose  talents  I  have  a  great 
respect.    But,  sir,  we  are  not  left  to  conjecture, 
or  to  assume  the  power  by  implication.    It  i»  ac- 
tually given  by  the  Constitution.    In  the  enume- 
rated powers  granted  to  Congress  in  the  8th  sec- 
tion. Congress  shall  have  the  power  "  to  establish 
post  ofllces  and  post  roads."    Now,  surely  this 
does  not  imply  any  thing  like  adoption  of  rotids. 
For  what  do^  the  word  M^o^^^mean  ?    It  signi- 
fies, most  certainly,  to  create,  make  firm,  build, 
settle  firmly,  dec.    Now,  it  is  admitted,  on  all 
handsj  that  none  of  the  States  have  the  power  to 
cstabhsh  a  post  office.    The  adversaries  of  the 
bill  yield  the  point  that  Congress  has  the  exclu- 
sive power.    Then,  if  Congress  has  it,  which  no 
one  can  deny,  how  absurd  it  is  to  say  that  she  can 
tttablish  a  post  office  in  any  part  of  the  Union, 
bat  has  no  power  to  make  a  road  leading  to  it. 
But  my  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Cut)  has  most  eloquently  and  ably  answered 
this  part  of  the  objection.    But  other  gentlemen 
from  Virginia  have  spoken  against  the  bill,  and 
M)ey  are  so  many  I  cannot  distinffuish  them,  as  I 
«d  not  regularly  take  notes  of  their  arguments ; 
^^d,  I  believe  ail  of  Virginia  is  against  the 


measure,  except  an  honorable  member  (Mr.  Mer- 
cer) now  in  my  eye,  and  my  honorable  friend  • 
"(Mr.  J.  S.  Barbour)  who  spoke  the  other  day. 

Sir,  those  gentlemen  come  forward  as  the  cham- 
pions of  the  Constitution  and  the  defenders  of 
State  rights.  I  am  by  no  means  displeased  at  the 
opposition.  It  is  such  eloquent  appeals  to  the  pas- 
sions and  the  understanding,  and  the  honest  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  zealously  enforced  a:»  to  what 
is  the  proper  construction  of,  the  Constitution, 
that  is  to  preserve  it  and  hand  it  down  to  the 
latest  posterity  unhurt.  In  the  very  threshold  of 
our  inquiry,  we  are  called  upon  to  encounter  the 
celebrated  resolutions  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Madison, 
and  adopted  by  the  Virginia  Legislature,  against 
the  alien  and.  sedition  laws.  Now,  no  man  ven- 
erates those  resolutions,  and  the  author  of  them, 
more  than  I  do ;  but  I  submit  it  to  the  gentlemen 
of  the  long  robe,  from  Virginia,  whether  any  thing 
said  beyond  answering  the  unconstitutionality  of 
those  obnoxious  laws,  which  the  author  expressly 
sat  down  to  combat,  should  be  taken  as  a  rule,  and 
whether  the  residue  of  the  resolutions  should  not 
be  considered  ae  extra-judicial,  as  the  lawyers 
would  term  it  ? 

Sir,  to  be  serious,  we  ought  to  look  at  the  great 
excitement  which  produced  those  decrees.  A  lit- 
tle while  before  their  existence,  the  Presidential 
election  had  taken  place.  The  favorite  son  and 
statesman  of  Virginia,  had  been  beaten.  T^e 
Federal  Government  had,  indeed,  at  that  period, 
assumed  a  high  tone.  A  navy  was  to  be  erected, 
a  standing  army  to  be  raised,  and  a  war  with 
France,  our  then  natural  ally,  was  expected.  And, 
to  crown  the  climax  of  federal  power,  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws  were  passed.  Sir,  the  excite- 
ment was  strong  and  indignant,  and  must  have 
entered  into  the  feelings  and  spirit  of  the  writer 
of  those  resolutions,  and  the  other  politicians  of 
the  day.  The  gentleman,  therefore,  will  excuse 
me,  if  I  do  not  place  the  same  implicit  reliance  on 
the  expositions  of  the  Constitution  by  that  able 
and  eminent  statesman  at  that  time,  as  I  now  do 
on  his  practical  opinioos,  written  with  more  de- 
liberation, and  when  he  was  in  supreme  authori- 
ty. For  the  purpose  of  the  argument,  then^  I 
place  his  glorious  and  beneficial  Administration 
against  the  construction  now  contended  for  in 
those  resolutions. 

Mr.  Chairman,  permit  me  now  to  notice  very 
briefly,  some  of  the  objections  made  to  the  bill  by 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  And  the  honorable 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  who  is  not  now  in 
his  seat,  and  whom  I  hear  always  with  the  greatest 
delight,  warned  us,  that  the  States  could  very 
easily  put  an  end  to  this  Government,  by  refusing 
to  send  Senators  to  the  other  House,  and  elect- 
ing Electors  for  the  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States.  Sir,  this  Government  may 
be  dissolved  in  many  other  ways.  The  States 
might  prevent  the  revenue  of  the  United  States 
from  being  collected,  and  also  prohibit  their  mi- 
litia from  turning  out  to  fight  the  battles  of  the 
country.  And  there  are  many  other  modes,  which 
certainly  would  require  no  ghost  to  tell,  by  which 
this  Government  would  lose  its  Federal  hea4.  But, 
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I  pray  God,  that  those  extreme  cases  may  never 
happen.  Sir,  they  never  will  take  place  while 
the  people  are  virtuous  and  enlightened.  That 
honorable  gentleman  again  made  another  strong 
appeal  to  our  fears,  and  brought  before  our  imagi- 
nations the  immortal  Patrick  Henry.  Sir,  the 
abuse  of  a  delegated  grant  by  no  means  proves 
that  it  should  never  be  brought  into  operation. 
We  might  as  well  contend,  that,  because  Congress 
has  the  power  to  create  navies,  raise  armies,  and 
lest,  at  any  time,  the  power  might  be  abused,  you 
shall  neither  build  a  ship,  or  enlist  a  man,  bow* 
ever  strong  and  emergent  the  case  might  be.  So, 
although  you  have  the  power  to  make  roads,  lest 
that  power  may  at  any  time  possibly  be  abused, 
you  snail  make  none.  Sir,  this  mode  of  reasoning 
would  just  exactly  keep  us  where  we  are,  unless 
in  the  growth  and  increase  of  children  !  All  the 
powers  granted  to  Congretis  are  to  be  exercised 
with  discretion  and  wisdom.  It  never  was  meant, 
that  because  Congress  has  the  power  to  borrow 
money,  raise  a  navy,  and  an  army,  dec,  that  she 
shall  act  contrary  to  the  general  welfare  and  secu- 
rity of  the  people.  When  this  is  attempted,  the 
corrective  is  not  in  the  Constitution,  but  in  them. 
It  could  not  then  be  the  intention  of  the  framers 
of  that  instrument,  that  all  our  revenue,  for  in- 
stance, should  be  lavished  on  roads  for  the  purpose 
of  having  them  as  fine  and  splendid  as  in  countries 
which  have  flourished  these  ei^ht  or  nine  centuries. 
No !  We  must  act  with  wisdom,  according  to 
the  means  in  our  power,  and  improve  and  make 
our  roads  gradually.  Another  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Abcher,)  admitted  you 
had  the  power  to  establish  the  post  office,. but 
asked,  with  a  kind  of  triumph,  has  Congress  the 
right  to  build  the  house  for  the  post  office  ?  Sir, 
it  generally  happens,  that  those  appointments 
are  given  to  householders,  who  keep  the  office  in 
their  own  apartments,  mt  I  contend  that  Con- 
gress has  the  power  to  build  the  house,  as  a  result- 
ing and  necessary  incident  to  the  grant,  as  she 
would  have  to  provide  for  the  clothing  of  an  army 
after  it  is  raised.  For,  you  will  remark,  that  the 
Constitution  is  silent  as  to  the  clothing^  yet  I  take 
it  for  granted,  that  that  part  of  the  instrument 
which  gives  Congress  the  power  to  make  laws 
"necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  the  foresoing 

eowers  into  execution,*'  never  intended  we  should 
ave  a  naked  army,  and  our  post  office  kept  out 
of  doors ! 

Another  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  RtvEs,)  who  has,  for  the  first  time,  favored 
the  Committee  with  a  very  ingenious  speech,  has 
told  you,  that  all  the  delegated  powers  given  by 
the  Constitution,  were  designed  to  result  to  the 
benefit  of  the  whole,  and  contended,  that  the  case 
put  by  my  honorable  ff iend,  (Mr.  Clay,)  in  keep- 
ing the  river  Mississippi  clear  of  all  obstructions 
for  steam  navigation,  &c.,  does  not  apply.  I  think 
differently  \  for  what  will  mutually  benefit  a  part, 
will  operate  as  an  interest  to  the  whole.  It  is  not, 
however,  necessary  to  demonstrate  this  position : 
for  it  must  be  admitted,  that  the  establishment  of 
good  roads  is  of  great  benefit,  19  both  times  of 
peace  and  war,  to  all  the  Stales.    The  gentleman 


also  contended,  that  military  roads  wfre  not 
lial  to  the  operations  of  war.  Sir,  wheiiicr  tker 
are  essential  or  not,  good  roads  are  the  means  k 
facilitating  the  movements  of  armies,  and  will 
enable  them  to  co-operate  with  each  other ;  aa^ 
may  often  be  of  the  utmost  importance  locoaca- 
trate  those  armies  with  the  greatest  rapidity,  at  a 
given  point.  The  gentleman  was  also  pleased  19 
talk  or  physical  roads,  and  legal  roads,  and  I  ex- 
pected to  have  heard  something  said,  metapboi 
ically,  about  moral  roads !  Sir,  such  refiaemeDta 
reasoning  on  a  great  Coastitutional  qoestiofi, » 
beyond  my  comprehension,  particularly  wheal 
look  at  the  words  of  the  grant  under  coasideratka, 
and  the  end  we  ought  to  have  in  view. 

But,  it  has  been  contended,  sir,  by  gentlemea. 
in  this  debate,  that,  by  assunung  this  power,  voc 
will  encroach  on  Stale  rights,  and  in  tisM  bri^ 
about  a  consolidation.  And,  it  has  been  saic 
with  a  degree  of  triumph,  that,  if  yon  pas&  tae 
bill,  with  similar  ones,  you  will  assume  the  rigta 
of  regulatin£r  the  descent  of  property,  and  legis- 
late OD  all  the  .afiairs  of  the  States.  Gentleon 
may  dismiss  their  fears  on  this  subject.  The  mat 
local  and  municipal  regulations  of  the  Siald 
would  have  00  charms  in  this  House.  Let» 
examine,  for  a  moment,  what  inducement  dinr 
could  be  to  gentlemen  to  bring  about  a  consolida- 
tion. For  instance,  would  the  gentleman  tiros 
Virginia  be  at  all  willing  to  make  laws  aboat  ik 
inspection  of  tobacco,  in  this  House,  and  all  i^< 
other  concernments  of  the  State?  And  Wv 
would  tlie  gentleman^  like  to  have  commitieei 
raificd,  gravely  to  inquire  how  much  of  the  bhif 
laws  in  a  State  were  in  force ?  Or,  to  come  mos 
nearer  home,  how  would  gentlemen  like  to  be  at- 
tending to  petitions  from  different  parts  of  tk 
country,  pro  And  con,  on  the  subject  of  navigabk 
streams,  and  then  wisely  enacting,  that  it  sha(ib« 
highly  penal  to  throw  up  any  fishing  daou,  or 
other  obstructions,  on  such  a  water  course^  tJut 
would  not  drown  a  chicken  ?  Sir,  these  are  otf 
the  objects  of  ambition,  nor  of  national  legisiatios 
and,  in  the  nature  of  things,  never  can  be ;  becausf 
there  would  neither  be  time  or  inclination,  to  at- 
tend to  the  local  affairs  of  the  States.  Sir,  it  s 
the  great  questions  on  finance,  commerce,  var. 
and  negotiation,  that  properly  belong  to  Congress, 
and  to  which  statesmen  cling,  and  with  tJim 
ambition  delights  to  dwell.  And  how,  I  tsk. 
would  a  fine  road,  passing  through  the  States, 
destroy  their  powers'/  But  the  jiujsdictioa  tk*< 
would  be  exercised  by  the  United  States,  isaaotlic' 
^reat  buebear  held  out.  Sir,  I  would  be  perfectlf 
willing  that  it  should  be  considered  that  the  State 
have  complete  jurisdiction  over  all  crimes  aii^ 
offences  com^iitted  on  those  roads.  The  iolpro¥^ 
ments  of  the  country  ought  not  to  be  reunk«i^ 
moment^  on  this  consideration.  In  either  jiffi^ 
diction,  justice  would  be  administered.  But, « 
account  of  the  viciivige,  I  should  be  in  (arorof 
the  State  courts. 

I  cannot,  Mr.  Chairman,  think  it  is  possibly tW 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  ever  intended  to 
have  any  of  the  powers  granted  to  Congress  to  ^ 
dependent  and  under  the  control  of  aoy  otlitf 
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po'wer  on  enrth,  and  more  particularly  the  Post 
Office  Department.    Now,  it  is  said  by  genllemen, 
iliat  the  State  roads  shall  be  the  post  roads.  Well, 
I  ask,  what  State  or  States,  between  this  city  and 
IVe^v  Orleans,  ever  laid  out  a  road  directly  to  that 
point  ?  None.  The  States,  make  roads  from  court- 
Louse  to  courthouse,  on  which  the  mail  is  carried. 
A.iid  sometimes,  instead  of  this  road  going  directly 
to  the  southern  point,  it  is  carried  to  every  point 
on    the  compass,  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the 
State.     Such  a  state  of  things  never  entered  the 
miod  of  those  worthies  who  are  the  authors  of  this 
instrument.    Fon  sorely;,  no  department  in  our 
Ororernment  is  or  more  importance  than  this  one. 
To  insure  the  rapid  and  safe  transportation  of  the 
mail,  is  of  the  first  importance  to  any  country.  In 
peace,  it  carries  the  intelligence  of  the  country, 
both  of  a  civil  and  commercial  nature;  and,  in  time 
of  ^rar,  of  what  infinite  importance  it  is  to  the 
Oovernment  to  know,  speedily,  by  the  means  of 
roacis  and  canals,  the  operations  of  our  armies  and 
fleets,  and  the  movements  also  of  the  enemy.    In 
the  last  war,  much  was  lost,  for  the  want  of  the 
facilities  of  rapid  movements.    Why,  in  a  com- 
mercial point'of  view,  a  fewhours^of  tardy  motion 
of  the  mail,  fay  reason  of  bad  roads,  may  be  the 
ruin  ot  many  merchants.    How  much  more  im- 
portant is  it,  to  have  the  means  of  rapid  commu- 
nications in  time  of  war,  when  the  liberties  of 
your  country  are  at  stake.    Let  gentlemen  pause, 
and  reflect  to  what  direful  consequences  their 
nice  metaphysical  reasonins  may  lead  them.  Dis- 
arm this  Qovernmentof  itshigitimate  powers,  and, 
my  word  for  it,  your  disjointed  and  jealous  States 
would  not  remain  any  time«in  common  concert. 
All   the  powers  of  a  thousand  Patrick  Henrys, 
headed  by  my  honorable  friend,  (Mr.  Randolpb,) 
would  not  save  them  from  a  total  dissolution. 

I  should  now  say  a  word  as  it  regards  the  other 
branch  of  the  subject,  but  this  has  been  so  ably 
discussed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Qela- 
ware,  (Mr.  McLanb,)  and  others,  that  it  would 
be  trespassing'  too  much  on  your  patience  to  dwell 
much  longer  on  i^.  ^'  To  regulate comnoerce  among 
the  several  States,"  means  a  communication  and 
intercourse  with  the  States.  This  must  be  car- 
ried on  by  land  and  water.'  Then,  there  ousrht  to 
be  roads  and  canals.  Who  ought  to  make  them? 
Why,  Congress  ought  to  have  the  power,  for  the 

feneral  welfare  and  security  of  the  whole ;  and  the 
States,  most  indubitably,  have  a  concurrent  power. 
For,  what  is  commerce  ?  It  is  the  exchange  of 
one  commodity  for  another.  It  is  trade  and  traf- 
fic among  the  citizens  of  a  State,  and  with  the 
respective  States.  In  this  point  of  view,  ft  is  of 
inonite  importance  to  agriculture.  It  would  fur- 
nish the  agriculturist  with  great  facilities  to  mar- 
ket. Is  not  this  of  the  first  moment  in  this  branch 
of  our  eoonoosy  ?  And  have  not  the  arts  and  sci- 
ences, lately  discovered  still  more  important  facil- 
ities to  mankind  in  their  intercourse  with  each 
other?  And  why  not  embrace  them?  Does  not 
Gk>d  and  nature  command  us  to  do  so  ?  If  the 
mail,  for  instance,  can  be  carried  from  this  Capi- 
tol to  the  city  of  New  Orleans  in  six  or  seven  days, 
by  steam,  would  it  not  be  the  height  of  folly  to 


continue  it  on  the  land  route,  that,  at  least,  takes 
one  month  in  its  performance?  But,  sir,  I  shall 
detain  you  no  longer  on  the  Constitutional  ques- 
tion. I  believe  you  have  full  powers  to  pass  the 
bill  on  your  taole.  But  the  expediency  of  the 
mea.'ture  is  another  and  difierent  question,  on  which 
the  Committee,  I  trust,  will  pardon  me  in  saying 
a  few  words.  I  certainly  a^ree  with  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,) 
that  the  public  debt  ought  to  be  paid  ofi*  before  we 
get  on  a  large  scale  of  national  improvements, 
Then,  if  we  can  retain  a  surplus,  after  meetinjgf 
the  current  expenses,  I  say  dispose  of  it  in  this 
way.  But,  sir,  we  have  little  encouragement  to 
cut  out  more  work,  when  we  look  at  the  Camber- 
land  road.  It  has  now  been  in  progress  for  twelve 
or  thirteen  years,  and  not  yet  comnleted.  Why  not 
ask  for  as  much  money  as  will  nnish  the  survey- 
iug  and  making  this  road  to  its  place  of  desti- 
nation ? 

If  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Mercer)  will  exhibit  an  estimate  of  the  probable 
expenses  of  tracing  and  surveying  the  ground  of 
his  contemplated  canal,  I  fchall  vote  for  it  with 
pleasure.  I  think  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars is  too  much  in  this  bill.  I  am  willing  to  be- 
gin this  great  work  with  twenty  thousand  dollars, 
although  I  would  much  rather  have  the  work  to 
be  done  specified  in  the  bill.  I  have  no  idea  of 
shifting  our  responsibility  on  the  Presideut's  shoul- 
ders. We  give  him  a  gross  sum  of  money,  to  be 
paid  to  engineers  and  others,  whose  interest  it  will 
be  to  expend  the  whole  sum  in  surveys,  &c.,  that 
may  not  be  sought  for  (and,  when  inquired  after, 
obliterated)  for  a  century.  And,  indeed,  in  con- 
templating this  subject,  we  ought  to  look  to  what 
the  probaole  state  of  the  Treasury  will  be  two 
years  from  now. 

As  I  am  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  I  am 
not  very  solicitous  at  what  point  you  commence 
the  great  work  of  internal  improvements.  Al- 
though I  am  aware  that  less  has  been  done  for  the 
West  than  any  other  portion  of  the  Union,  yet  we 
shall  not  complain.  It  is  submitted,  however,  with 
great  respect,  whether  we  ought  not  to  finisn  the 
Cumberland  road  before  we  commence  any  other. 
When  finished,  it  will  display  the  powers  of  a 
great  people,  and  command  the  admiration  of 
strangers.  This  road  will  open  a  direct  inter- 
course with  the  naost  remote  parts  of  the  North- 
western territory  of  the  Republic,  passing  through 
six  States  from  the  Capitol.  In  a  word,  my  opm- 
ioR,  as  it  regards  the  discretion  of  Congress  in 
making  roads,  is  this — I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
wise  policy  to  make  all  the  roads  in  a  State,  that 
might  be  required.  There  ought  to  be  a  great 
leading  road  from  this  city  to  the  South,  say  New 
Orleans.  Then  one  to  the  North :  then  to  the  East 
and  West,  in  like  manner.  The  States  would  take 
a  pride  in  riveting  the  Union,  in  making  fine  roads 
to  intersect  and  communicate  with  those  of  the 
Republic*  In  this  way,  we  would  be  enabled  to 
have  intercoursa  with  the  most  remote  parts  of  the 
country.  And,  in  times  of  war,  those  roads,  called 
post  roads,  and  not  mUUairy  roada,  would  afibrd 
the  greatest  facilities  to  the  progress  and  success 
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of  our  armies.  Thcwe  great  channels  of  commu- 
nication, roads  and  canals,  will  be  the  means,  no 
doabt,  01  drawing  the  States  more  closely  together. 
It  will  be  the  great  means  of  disseminating  the 
intelligence  of  the  country,  with  the  rapidity  of 
lightning,  almost.  It  will  awaken  the  dormant 
intellect  and  moral  strength  of  the  nation.  In  one 
word,  it  will  be  the  cause  of  cementing  and  link- 
ing tne  States  tosetber,  and,  instead  of  consoli- 
datiog  them,  it  will  more  clearly  mark  and  define 
the  powers  of  each,  and  render  them,  I  trust,  per- 
petual ;  the  General  Government  and  the  States 
.  moving  on  in  the  utmost  harmony,  each  revolving 
in  its  proper  sphere. 

Mr.  Spaiqht,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  to  ex- 
press his  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  succinctly  to 
give  the  reasons  of  that  opposition.  The  lateness 
•  of  the  period  of  discussion,  said  he,  ought,  per- 
haps, to  prevent  me  from  saying  any  thing.  I 
hope,  however,  the  Committee  will  pardon  me  for 
trespassing,  for  a  very  short  time,  upon  their  pa- 
tience. I?  this  Government  had  sprung  into  ex- 
istence from  a  ^tate  of  nature ;  if  it  had  derived 
its  being  immediately  from  the  people ;  the*,  from 
its  very  nature,  it  would  have  the  power  contend- 
ed for ;  it  would  have  been  inherent  by  the  very 
formation  df  the  Government.  For,  to  create  a 
National  Government,  would  necessarily,  unless 
restricted  by  the  people,  give  it  all  the  powers  and 
attributes  of  sovereignty.  These  would  arise  ne- 
cessarily, ex  vi  Urminu  But  this  is  not  the  char* 
acter  of  this  Government.  Instead  of  deriving 
its  existence  immediately  from  the  people,  it  was 
.called  into  being  by  sovereigns.  It  is  the  work  of 
sovereigns — the  grant  of  power  by  them  for  their 
own  benefit  and  that  of  their  people.  As  this  Gov- 
ernment derives  its  existence  and  powers  by  grant, 
it  behooves  the  advocates  of  this  bill  to  show  that 
the  Gotemment  has  the  power.  To  point  out 
this  power  in  the  charter  which  gives  it  ex- 
istence; to  show  it  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  I  deny  the  power.  If  it  is  given, 
it  is  by  express  grant,  or  it  is  necessary  and  proper 
to  carry  into  efiect  some  expressly  granted  power. 
Is  it  expressly  granted  ? 

There  is  no  clause  in  the  Constitution  mention- 
ing that  the  General  Government  has  the  power 
to  make  roads  and  canals.  But,  sir,  gentlemen 
say  it  is  expressly  granted  to  the  General  Qor- 
ernroent  to  make  roads,  for  the  Constitution  gives 
Congress  the  power  "  to  establish  post  offices 
and  post  roads ;''  and  that,  under  the  power  ^^  to 
establish  post  roads,"  Congress  have  power  to 
make  roads  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail.  That 
^*  establish  "  means  "  create,"  "  make."  All,  how- 
ever, agree  that  the  power  to  make  canals  is  an 
imDiied  one.  If  we  look  for  the  definition  of  "  es- 
tablish." we  find  it  means  *^  to  fix,"  ^^  to  build  op," 
*'  to  make  firm."  In  my  estimation,  the  meaning 
which  is  given  it  in  that  section  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, **  to  designate,"  <'  to  fix,"  and  "  to  establish 
post  roads '' — only  gives  power  to  designate  or  fix 
the  route  upon  wnich  the  mail  shall  go ;  "  to  point 
out "  the  place  from  which  it  shall  be  carried,  and 
the  place  to  which  it  shall  be  conveyed.  The 
Government,  in  iu  legislation  upon  the  maiii, 


gives  it  the  same  definition.  Gentlemen  rplyapoa 
the  use  of  the  word  ^'  establish,"  in  the  preamble 
of  the  Constitution,  to  strengthen  their  defiutm 
of  the  word.  "  To  establish  justice,"  ay  tkcy, 
means  create  justice.  Justice  is  the  aceordasce  of 
action  with  law;  the  concurrence  of  action  vitk 
the  rules  promulgated  for  its  government  Itii 
coeval  and  co-extensive  with  law,  divine,  DstonL 
and  human.  It  is  morally  existent.  To  e&ufaUi 
justice  means  to  point  out  the  means  by  vhia 
justice  will  be  secured.  In  my  opinion,  gai«- 
men  could  not  have  selected  a  worse  example  b 
illustrate  their  position.  Gentlemen  sayfCoagns 
must  have  the  power  to  make  roads  to  confcy  at 
mail  upon;  for  there  may  be  no  rosul,  and  Cci- 
gress  cannot,  in  that  case,  have  the  mails  cunt 
between  such  places  as  they  may  think  necessui. 
unless  they  have  power  to  make  a  road.  la  evm 
country  there  will  be  roads ;  in  every  settlemat 
the  inhabitants  must  and  will  have  the  means d 
communication  with  each  other.  Roads  mci 
necessarily,  be  made  in  every  settled  part  of  tie 
country.  The  object  of  the  mails  is  to  dtffue  » 
formation  through  the  community,  and  tbe  ntk 
made  in  each  community  or  settlement  certaiG.^ 
afibrd  an  inlet  for  that  information,  for  they  abiDf 
antly  afford  the  means  of  intercourse  and  corner 
nication.  Suppose,  say  gentlemen,  a  Sute  w« 
to  shut  up  her  roads  to  prevent  the  mails  fhn 
passing  through  the  State-^as  the  Gaem 
Government  power  to  make  a  new  road,  tffe 
open  the  ones  that  have  been  closed  ?  ADd.u  i 
has  not,  a  State  could  not  prevent  the  GeBOi 
Gk>vernment  from  exereisinff^  its  powers.  Tm 
case  put  is  an  extreme  one.  People  would  Do(,if 
shutting  up  their  roads,  be  wuliog  to  depri^ 
themscTves  of  their  advantages.  It  is  not,hof- 
ever,  tbe  only  instance  in  which  the  States  en 
affect  the  General  Government  in  the  exercised 
its  powers.  Sir,  a  majority  of  the  States  codu** 
ing  a  minority  of  the  people  can  pat  an  end  to^ 
Gk>vernment  by  not  appointing  Senators.  Tbi 
Government  must  depend  upon  ]rablic  opioifli 
for  its  support ;  and  whenever  public  opioioD  ■ 
asainst  it,  and  it  loses  the  confidence  of  the  ^ 
pie,  it  must  fall — it  can  no  longer  exist.  Tw 
must  be  the  case  with  all  governments  like  (»» 
There  is  no  complaint  that  any  road  is  wtBii< 
for  the  purpose  of  transmitting  the  mail ;  that  ut<i< 
is  any  place  of  importance  wanting  a  mail  tttf 
has  no  road  by  which  it  can  be  canied  to  it 
Where«  then,  is  the  necessity  of  exercisiog  ^ 
power  i  Shalt  we,  sir,  make  a  road  to  carrr  tfer 
mail  upon  when  it  is  not  wanted,  and  tlies  con- 
vert it  into  commercial  or  other  purposes  ?  ^^ 
der  a  power  we  do  an  act,  not  necessary  to  cini 
into  execution  that  power,  but  to  efiect  uoti^ 
object. 

Some  say  we  have  the  power  to  make  roads  >" 
canals,  by  implication  from  the  power  ^'toregfb^ 
commerce  among  the  several  States."  Froai 
power  to. prescribe  rules  under  which  coavf^ 
shall  be  conducted  among  the  several- States,  (i9r> 
regvlaJU  mtens  prescribe  rules,}  they  costeod  «< 
have  the  power  to  make  channels  of  comooo^^ 
tion  by  which  commetce  can  be  cariicd  oo.  ^ 
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this  I  shall  only  say  that,  in  this  mode  of  C9nstruc- 
tioD,  the  Constitution  may  be  made  to  nave  as 
maay  meanipgs  as  the  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  can 
gi?e  it,  and  as  various  as  their  different  imagina* 
tioos. 

From  the  power  '^  to  raise  and  support  armies,-' 
the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals  is  obtained. 
It  is  said,  that  in  this  extensive  country,  covering 
a  vast  surface,  that,  for  the  proper  defence  of  the 
country,  we  ought  to  have  means  of  giving  facil- 
ity and  celerity  to  the  moveinent  of  troops  and  to 
the  transportation  of  the  provisions  for  their  uae. 
That  troops  ought,  with  lacility,  to  be  n)oved  to 
aay  point  where  they  are  wanted.  That  cabals  and 
roads  would  effect  this  object,  and  the  conclusion  is, 
that  we  have  the  power  to  make  canals  and  roads. 
This  is  reasoning  from  the  expedienc^r  of  a  mea- 
sure to  show  its  constitutionality.    This  might  be 
the  proper  course,  if  this  Government  had  its  ex- 
istence immedintely  from  the  people,  to  show  its 
powers  and  the  propriety  of  using  them.    But  I 
should  conceive,  in  this  federative  Government, 
it  ought  first  to  be  shown  we  have  the  power  to 
act ;  then,  by  showing  the  expediency  of  the  mea- 
sure, the  propriety  and  reason  for  acting  would  be 
shown.     We 'must,  in  acting,  be  within  the  scope 
of  our  powers ;  we  must  act  accordinjf  to  the  let- 
ter of  our  authority.    Bv  the  Constitution  we  have 
tile  powers  expressly  delegated  in  that  instrument, 
aod  those  ^*  necessary  and  proper"  to  carry  into 
effect  those  delegated  by  express  grants^—no  others. 
I  would  here  observe,  that,  in  the  grant  of  sover- 
eign powers  by  a  sovereign,  there  ought  to  be  a 
very  strong  implication  to  support  the  implied 
grant  of  a  power ;  for,  a  sovereign  cannot  be  sup- 
posed willing  to  diminish  its  powers  and  authority, 
especially  by  slight  implication.    To  suppose  this^ 
is  to  suppose  a  sovereign  willing  to  destroy  itself, 
to  commit  a  political  suicide.    There  are  roads  in 
every  direction  of  our  counlry,  made  in  every  part 
of  it,  and  they  must  necessarily  exist  as  long  as 
there  are  people  in  the  country.    These  roads  af- 
ford facilities  for  the  conveyance  of  our  troops 
jrom  and  to  every  part  of  the  Union.    The  mak- 
ing of  roads  and  canaU  is  not)  therefore,  necessary 
for  the  movement  of  troops  and  the  transporta- 
tion of  provisions,  but  only  to  increase  the  facili- 
ties,   la  saying  what  powers  are  given  under  the 
claose  "  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect'^ 
delegated  powers,  I  would  not  require  an  absolute 
necessity,  nut  I  would  certainly  require  a  direct, 
aod  Dot  a  remote,  relation.    It  should  be  a  mean 
obviously  suggested  to  the  mind,  aa  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  into  execution  the  power  contem- 
plated, having  a  direct  and  proper  relation  to  it. 
I  refer  gentlemen  to  that  excellent  report  of  Mr. 
A&adison's.  on  the  Alien  and  Sedition  laws,  a  part 
of  which  has  been  read  by  a  gentleman  from  Vir- 
smia,  (Mr.  Rivse.)    If  we  depart  from  the  mode 
^  have  mentioned,  and  bring  in  expediency,  as  a 
iQeans  of  interpreting  and  construing  the  Con- 
BtUQtioQ,  we  make  it  every  thing — we  can  derive 
^om  it  authority  to  do  any  act  we  wish.    It  ceases 
^  have  that  steadfast  character  which  was  in- 
^oded  to  be  given  it.    It  ceases  to  be  the  suard 
^  the  people^s  and  the  States'  rights,  the  land- 


mark bounding  the  powers  of  the  General  GroV- 
ernment,  and  those  of  the  States.  It  swallows  up 
every  power.  We  should  be  careful  in  extending 
the  powers  of  this  Government,  and  curtailing 
those  of  the  States.  In  most  of  the  States,  the 
rights  of  individuals  are  secured  by  a.bill  of  rights*— 
but,  in  this  Government,  there  is  nothing  of  the 
kind — ^nothing  pointing  out  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen, «nd  securiog  them  from  infringement  by  the 
Government,  because  it  is  federative  in  its  charac- 
ter. The  State  Governments  arise  immediately 
from  the  peo{)le,  and  act  directly  upon  them.  In 
the  construction  contended  for  by  the  advocates 
of  this  bill,  this  Grovernment  may,  at  some  future 
period,  to  carry  into  effect  some  granted  power, 
undertake  to  regulate  descents  and  the  distribution 
of  personal  property ;  and,  it  appears  to  me,  with 
as  much  propriety  and  richt,  as  it  can  exercise 
the  power  now  claimed,  f  would  request  gentle- 
men to  paiise — and,  if  they  are  not  clearly  con- 
vinced, beyond  a  doubt,  they  ought  not  to  act.  If 
they  have  the  least  doubt,  they  ought  not  to  vote 
for  this  bill. 

I  promised  not  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  long.  I  have  thus  briefly  given  my 
opinions,  and  performed  my  promise. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  moved  to  strike  out  the 
eaactinff  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Trimblb  suggested  that,  as  the  House  was 
very  thin,  and  some  members  absent,  who  proba- 
bly desired  to  speak  on  the  subject,  it  would  be 
proper  to  have  time  allowed  K)r  a  call  of  the 
House,  before  the  subject  was  finally  acted  upon. 

A  motion  being  made  that  the  Committee  rise— 

The  Chairman  decided  it  to  be  out  of  order,  the 
hour  prescribed  by  a  rule  of  the  House  having  not 
arrived. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  disclaiming  all  wish  on 
this,  or  any  other  occasion,  to  take  advantage  of  a 
thin  House  to  obtain  a  vote — more  especially  as 
such  vote,  if  now  obtained,  would  not  be  final  on 
the  bill,  expressed  a  wish,  that,  by  general  consent, 
the  Committee  would  rise. 

Before  the  question  was  taken — 

Mr.  A.  Smytb  rose,  and  commenced  a  course 
of  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  which  he  con- 
tinued till  four  o'clock,  when  he  gave  way  for  a 
motion  for  rising. 

The  Committee  rose,  accordingly,  and,  having 
reported  progress,  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Frioat,  February  6. 

Mr.  FoRWARO,  from  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, to  which  was  referred  sundry  memorials 
upon  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  laying  a  duty  on 
sales  of  merchandise  at  auction,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Elliot  Rucker.  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to- 
morrow. 


1399 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1400 


H.  OP  R. 


Surveps  for  Road$  and  CandU* 


Pgbritaby,  1824. 


Mr.  Abbot  offered  the  folio wiDg  resolution,  viz: 

Resohed,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
Uvea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, iuHhthirds  of  both  Houses  concurring^  That 
tho  foUowing  ameDdment  to  the  Constitation  of  the 
United  Statea  be  propoaed  to  the  Legialaturea  of  the 
several  Statea,  vis : 

'*  That  no  part  of  the  Conatitntion  of  the  United 
Statea  ought  to  be  oonatrued,  or  ahall  be  conatrued,  to 
tulhorize  the  importation  or  ingresa  of  any  peraon  of 
color  into  any  one  of  (he  United  Statea,  contrary  to 
Ihe  lawa  of  auch  Bute/' 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Barbour,  the  Committee 
of  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  compensation  to  George 
Brooke,  oi  Culpeper  county,  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  certain  buildings  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
during  the  late  war.  in  consequence  of  their  occu- 
^  pation  as  a  place  of  military  depot  by  the  militia 
of  Virginia,  when  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Cocke  laid  the  foUowing  resolution  on  the 
table  for  consideration  on  to*morrow,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  Uoaie  a  copy  of  the 
report  of  the  register  of  the  land  ofiice  in  the  eaatern 
diatrict  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  bearing  date  the  6th 
day  of  January,  1821,  together  with  all  information 
from  said  register  to  the  Treasury  Department,  touch- 
ing aaid  report ;  more  eapecially  copies  of  all  informa- 
tion relative  to  any  landa  entered  in  the  name  of  R. 
Martin,  or  hia  assignee ;  alao  a  copy  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury's  communication  laying  aaid  report 
before  Congresa. 

The  Spsaker  laid  before  the  House  the  report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  giv- 
ing a  detail  of  the  measures  adopted  by  them  sub- 
sequent to  their  report  of  the  6th  of  February, 
1823;  which  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Message  received  yesterday  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  united  States,  in  relation  to  spolia- 
tions committed  on  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANAL& 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  for  obtaining  the  necessary 
plans,  estimates,  dbc,  on  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  A.  Smytb,  of  Virginia,  resumed,  and  con- 
cluded the  argument  he  commenced  vesterday  in 
opposition  to  the  bill.    His  speech  follows  entire. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth  having  taken  the  floor,  said,  he 
deemed  the  question  one  of  great  iittportance,  as 
it  went  to  ^t  the  meaning  of  the  Cfonstitntion. 
Nothing,  said  he,  tends  more  to  the  security  of 
liberty,  than  the  certainty  of  the  laws :  and,  of 
all  laws,  the  most  important  are  the  fundamental 
laws  of  a  nation  ;  which  should,  therefore,  be  fixed 
and  certain.  This  is  the  great  advantage  resulting 
to  a  nation  from  having  a  written  constitution. 
A  constitution  is  a  law  to  thoee  who  govern.  If 
ts  meaning  is  unsettled  and  uncertain,  it  is.  de- 


fective and  useless.  They  who  have  no  certain 
law,  are  in  the  same  situation  as  if  thejr  bad  no 
law;  and  they  who  govern,  and  are  bound  by  do 
law,  are  despots. 

Let  us  inquire,  said*  Mr.  S.,  whether  there  are 
any  precedents  which  ought  to  weigh  with  us  k 
decidine  this  question.  At  the  session  of  1816. 
1817,  a  bill  passed  both  Houses,  assuming,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  jurisdiction  to  make  internal itnp^0T^ 
ments — ^perhaps,  by  the  consent  of  the  States;  it 
passed  at  a  late  period  of  the  session,  without  t 
full  and  deliberate  discussion;  and  was  presented 
to  the  President,  Madison,  so  late  that  he  had  not 
half  an  hour  to  devote  to  its  consideration.  He 
rejected  it,  on  the  ground  that  Congress  did  not 

Eossess  the  power  assumed.  The  passage  of  this 
111,  by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, forms  no  precedent  worthy  of  regard 
At  the  next  session  of  Congress,  this  question  wis 
debated  during  eight  days,  and  the  honorable 
Speaker  f  Mr.  Clay)  was  among  those  who,  widi 
great  ability,  maintained  the  power  of  Congres 
to  make  internal  improvements,  when  resolutions 
declaring  that  Congress  has  power  to  constnc: 
post  roads  and  military  roads,  and  to  constroc: 
roads  and  canals- necessary  for  commerce  betweet 
the  States,  and  to  construct  canals  for  miliurj 
purpos<*8,  were  severally  rejected ;  and  it  was  \h.v 
decided,  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  tbtt 
Congress  nave  not  power  to  make  internal  im- 
provements. This  decision,  as  it  was  against  the 
assumption  of  this  power  by  Congress,  ought  to 
have  been  allowed  to  stand,  as  fixing  the  naeanioe 
of  the  Constitution,  in  this  respect.  But,  in  the  ses- 
sion of  1821^,  a  bill  passed  bKSth  Houses,  on  vm 
little  debate,  authorizing  the  setting  up  of  turn- 
pike gates  on  the  Cumberland  road ;  it  was  r^ 
jected  by  the  President,  as  assuming  powers  which 
Congress  did  not  possess,  and  returned  with  hn 
,  objections ;  and,  after  maturely  considering  thosf 
objections,  this  House,  by  a  majority  of  72  to  68. 
rejected  the  bill. 

The  honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  hasfpoken 
of  a  difi*erence  of  opinion  which,  he  says,  has  ex- 
isted between  Congress  and  the  President,  as  to 
the  extent  of  powers  conferred  upon  this  Gorcn- 
ment  by  the  Constitution.  But  no  such  difference 
of  OTinion  has  existed  between  the  President  and 
the  House  of  Representatives,  since  the  accession 
of  the  preseftt  Chief  Magistrate.  The  refusal  of 
the  House,  in  1^28,  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill  for  setting  up  gates  on  the  Cuo|' 
berland  road,  or  even  the  passage  of  the  bill, » 
not  such  an  evidence  of  the  opinion  of  the  House 
as  the  final  vote,  on  hearing  and  weighiaff  the 
objections  of  the  President.  Thus,  the  weight  of 
precedents  seems  to  be  in  favor  of  those  who  up- 
pose  this  bill. 

Are  there  any  opinions  which,  in  deciding  this 
question,  we  ought  to  respect  ?  We  have  seen 
that  two  Presidents,  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Moo- 
roe,  have  each  of  them  put  his  veto  on  a  bill  •'' 
suming  power,  in  thiy  Government,  to  maltc  in- 
ternal improvements.  Those  gentlemen  were. 
each  of  them,  members  of  the  General  Conre»* 
tion  who,  in  17S7,  formed  the  Coastttotioo,  iw 
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of  that  Convention  in  Virginia^  in  1788,  who 
adopted  it.  They  knew  the  intention  of  those  who 
formed  the  Constitution,  and  those  who  adopted 
it.  In  construing  any  instrument,  it  ought  to 
be  understood  as  those  who  entered  into  it  under- 
stood it..  No  gentleman,  deciding  judicially  on 
a  contract,  would  interpret  it  any  otherwise. 
With  the  most  perfect  knowledge  of  what  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  intended,  Mr.  ^Madi- 
son and  Mr.  Monroe  have  officially  declared,  that 
the  powers  now  claimed  for  Consress  were  not 
granted.  The  opinions  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr. 
Uallatin*  have  been  declared  to  the  same  effect. 
If  any  names  should  be  of  authority  sufficient  to 
decide  this  question^  these  are.  . 

By  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  now 
contended  for  by  our  opponents,  ail  the  specifica- 
tions contained  therein  are  useless.    The  power 
to  declare  war,  alone,  would,  according  to  their 
mode  of  construing  the  instrument,  carry  after  it 
all  the  other  granted  powers,  and  every  other 
power  that  Congress  should  think  fit  to  exercise. 
For  every  power,  the  exercise  of  which  should 
have  a  tendency  to  make  a  nation  powerful,  might 
be  claimed  as  facilitating,  and  therefore  incidental 
to  the  power  of  making  war.    This  construction 
would  giYB  to  the  General  Crovernment  every 
power,  except  such  as  are  expressly  prohibited.    It 
assumes  that  the  incidental  powers  which  this 
Government  may  exercise  are  not  those  included 
Id  the  granted  powers;  but  that  they  are  all  such 
as  will,  in  any  way,  facilitate  the  exercise  of  the 
granted  powers.    Then  Congress  may  reeulate 
det^cents  and  marriages,  with  a  view  to  maKe  the 
oation  powerful,  as  incidental  to  the  power  to  de- 
clare war.     This  mode  of  construing  the  Consti- 
tution is  the  same  by  which  the  alien  and  sedition 
acts  were  justified;  and  it  would  equally  justify 
any  usurpation  which  a  majority  might  determine 
tipon.    Let  us  hear  the  arguments  by  which,  in 
1799,  the  alien  and  sedition  acts  were  justified, 
la  a  report  then  made  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, we  find  that  the  supporters  of  those  mea- 
sures said,  that  ^^The  right  of  removing  aliens,  as 
'  an  incident  to  the  power  of  war  and  peace,  ac- 
'  cording  to  the  theory  of  the  Constitution,  belongs 
'  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States;"  and 
ihat, "  to  remove  from  the  country,  in  times  of 
'  hostility,  dangerous  aliens  who  may  be  employed 
'  in  preparing  the  way  for  invasion,  is  a  measure 
'  necessary  for  preventing  invasion,  and  of  course 
'  a  measure  that  Congress  is  empowered  to  adopt." 
And,  with  regard  to  the  sedition  act,  they  said 
that  "  a  law  to  punish  false,  scandalous,  and  ma- 
'  licious  writings  against  the  Government,  with 
iDtent  to  stir  up  sedition,  is  a  law  necessary  for 
^carrying  into  effect  the  power   vested  by  the 
I  Constitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and   in  the  Departments  an4  officers 
thereof,  and  consequently  such  a  law  as  Con- 
gress may  pass."    Such  were  some  of  the  argu- 

*  It  ia  evident  that  the  United  St«itoa  cannot^  under 
we  CunstitQtiony  open  any  road  or  canal,  without  the 
^Q<eot  of  iha  States  through  whidi  such  road  or 
c^Dal  must  ^m.\[-^Galiaiin's  Report. 


ments  used  to  justify  those  unauthorized  and  ty-. 
rannical  acts.  The  main  question  is  the  same 
now  as  m  1798 — the  exercise  of  implied  powers 
not  included  in  the  granted  powers.  The  people 
decided  that  those  acts  were  unconstitutional,  as 
well  as  inexpedient,  and  made  an  entire  change 
in  the  administration  of  the  Government,  on  the 
ground  that  the  Constitution  had  been  violated. 
The  exercise  of  this  incidental  power,  then,  went 
to  abridge  personal  liberty,  and  the  people  felt  it. 
The  exercise  of  incidental  power,  now  proposed, 
invades  the  authority  of  the  States;  the  State 
governments  will  feel  it;  and  their  opposition  is 
as  much  to  be  avoided  as  the  opposition  of  the 
people.  The  pretence  then  was,  that  the  safety 
of  the  nation  required  those  measures;  the  pre- 
tence now  is,  that  the  prosperity  of  the  nation  rer 
quires  the  measure  proposed.  But  the  nation  was 
then  safe  without  the  alien  and  sedition  acts ;  and 
the  nation  will  now  prosper  without  the  passage 
of  this  bill.  • 

Sir,  there  will  arise  in  evdry  nation,  whose 
Government  is  not  entirely  despotic,  two  parties; 
the  one  in  favor  of  extending,  the  other  for  abridg- 
ing or  limiting  the  powers  of  the  Government. 
There  will  be  found  individuals  of  every  shade  of 
opinion,  from  those  who  favor  anarchy  to  those 
who  favor  despotism.  But  a  question  relative  to 
the  extent  of  power  has  only  two  sides,  on  one  or 
other  of  which  all  must  arrange  themselves;  and 
it  must  be  admitted  that,  on  this  occasion^  we  ad- 
vocate the  cause  of  freedom,  while  our  opponents 
advocate  the  extension  of  power. 

What  powers  did  the  people  intend  to  grant  to 
this  Government?  It  has  been  said  that  this  is  a 
National,  and  not  a  Federal  Government;  but  it 
is  obviously  a  Federal  Government  in  all  its 
branches.  This  Grovernment  rests  on  the  State 
governments;  and  their  preservation  alone  shows 
this  Government  to  be  Federal.  [Here  Mr.  S. 
read  from  the  Constitution.  "  The  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives shall  be  composed  of  members  chosen 
every  second  year  by  the  people  of  the  several 
States. — When  vacancies  happen  in  the  repre- 
sentation from  any  State."]  But  the  question  is, 
what  are  the  granted  powers  ?  And  it  makes  no 
difference  in  the  extent  of  those  powers  that  the 
representatives  of  the  States  in  this  branch  are 
chosen  by  the  people.  .  I  would  ask  whether  an 
amendment  of  the  Confederation,  providing  that 
the  representation  from  each  State  should  be 
chosen  by  the  people,  would  have  enlarged  the 
powers  of  the  old  Congress?  I  contend  that  it 
would  not;  nor  would  that  Government  have 
ceased  to  be  a  Federal  Government. 

The  Constitution  was  designed  to  form  a  Gov- 
ernment with  special  granted  powers,  and  relating, 
generally,  to  external  objects.  [Here  Mr.  S.  read 
from  General  Wasuington^s  letter  accompany- 
ing the  Constitution  the  following  clauses :  ^'The 
friends  of  our  country  have  long  seen  and  desired 
that  the  power  of  making  war,  peace,  and  treaties, 
that  of  levying  money  and  regulating  commerce, 
and  the  corresponding  Executive  and  judicial  au- 
thorities, should  be  fully  and  effectually  vested  in 
the  General  Government  of  the  Union. — Individ- 
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uals  entering  into  society  must  give  up  a  share  of  | 
liberty  to  preserve  the  rest."J  The  States  gave 
up  a  share  of  their  power)  but  reserved  the  residue. 
''  All  legislative  powers  herein  granted  shall  be 
vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States."  Be>- 
tween  this  Government  and  a  consolidated  Gov- 
ernment, or  that  of  a  State,  there  is  this  differ- 
ence— a  State  government  possesses  all  legislative 
power  (limited  by  reason  only)  which  is  not  ez- 

Sressly  withheld  by  the  Constitution  or  Bill  of 
Lights;  but  this  Giovern men t  possesses  only  the 
powers  expressly  granted  to  it  by  the  States.  This 
was  the  true  construction  of  the  Constitution  be- 
fore the  adoption  of  the  tenth  amendment,  which 
declares  that  the  "  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
'  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 
'  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  re- 
^  spectively,  or  to  the  people."  You  possess  cer- 
tain granted  powers,  and  power  to  pass  laws  ne- 
.eessary  and  proper  for -carrying  into  execution 
those  powers.  But  you  claim  incidental  powers. 
If  they  are  included  in  the  granted  powers,  they 
pass ;  but,  if  they  are  not  includedi  they  do  not 
pass.  If  the  power  claimed  as  incidental  is  a  part 
performance,  a  part  exercise  of  the  granted  power, 
It  is  included  in  the  granted  power,  and  given. 
Thus,  by  the  power  to  raise  and  support  armies, 
you  may  determine  on  the  number  and  kind  of 
troops,  direct  enlistments,  prescribe  an  oath,  make 
a  violation  of  it  perjury,  punish  desertion  or  se- 
duction, and  so  on ;  that  is,  whatever  is  a  part 
performance  of  the  power,  you  may  do;  but 
you  cannot  exercise  ungranted  powers,  because 
they  would  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  granted 
power. 

It  is  important  to  understand  what  powers  the 
Convention  deemed  dUtinct,  They  have  consid- 
ered a  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  as  distinct 
from  power  to  raise  and  support  armies ;  and  that 
power  as  distinct  from  power  to  provide  and 
maintain  a  navy.  They  considered  powers  to 
establish  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankrupt- 
cies, to  coin  money,  and  fix  the  standard  of 
weights  and  measures,  as  distinct  from  power  to 
regulate  commerce.  It  is  not  sufficient  that  the 
power  which  you  claim  as  incidental  is  a  kindred 
power,  it  must  be  an  included  power;  for,  if  it  is 
distinct,  it  does  not  pass.  Is  it  seriouslv  contend- 
ed that,  bv  the  power  to  declare  war,  the  powers 
to  lay  ancl  collect  taxes,  raise  armies,  and  provide 
navies,  would  pass?  The  Confederation  had 
power  to  declare  war,  but  no  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes.  Declaring  war  only  changes  the 
situation  of  th^  country ;  the  war,  when  dralared, 
must  be  carried  on  by  those  who  have  powers  for 
that  purpose.  Youiare  the  agents  of  the  States; 
your  powers  are  to  be  construed  strictly ;  you  are 
not  to  despoil  the  State  governments  of  authority 
which  the  States  have  not  granted  to  you. 

I  will  proceed  to  consider  that  part  of  the  argu- 
ment of  the  friends  of  the  bill  which  claims  for 
Congress  the  power  to  make  roads,  in  virtue  of 
the  grant  of  power  "  to  establish  post  offices  and 
post  roads."  When  a  s|>ecial  power  is  granted,  a 
more  general  power^  which  would  have  included 
the  special  pcrwer,  u  not  granted.    Poweia  not' 


granted  are  retained ;  and  the  special  power  bein^ 
granted,  the  general  is  retained.  Here  power  to 
establish  post  roads  is  granted,  this  excludes yoo 
from  claiming  authority  to  establish  any  roads 
except  post  roads ;  for  your  power  is  special— to 
establish  post  roads  only.  This  being  a  particu- 
lar kind  of  internal  improvement,  it  would  seem 
that  it  was  not  intended  you  should  have  any  thiog 
to  do  with  roads  of  other  kinds,  or  with  canals.* 
As  your  power  is  only  to  titMuh  post  roads,  yoa 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  conttrttction^  even,  of 
post  roads,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  to  establish 
means  to  construct.  If  that  is  done,  you  will  bare 
power  to  conMruct  post  roads,  but  no  claim  to 
power  to  construct  either  military  or  comroerciil 
roads. 

The  word  esidUiah^  like  most  other  words,  hai 
various  significations,  according  to  the  subject- 
matter  in  relation  to  which  it  is  used.  According 
to  the  best  authority,  establish  signifies  to  settle 
firmly,  to  fix  unalterably ;  to  settle  in  any  priri- 
lege  or  possession,  to  confirm ;  to  make  firm,  to  rat- 
ify ;  to  &x  or  settle  an  opinion  ;  to  form  or  model; 
to  found,  to  build  firmly,  to  fix  irrevocably— 
(a  sense  not  in  use ;)  to  make  a  settlement  of 
any  inheritance — (a  sense  not  in  use.)  But  the 
example  given  in  support  of  the  signification,  to 
form  or  model,  is,  <'  he  appointed  in  what  manner 
his  family  should  be  established ;"  which  shows 
that  it  is  not  a  forming  or  modelling  by  the  haD(b 
that  was  meant.  Let  a  hundred  modern  voluioei 
be  examined,  it  will  be  found  that  to  estabUA 
uniformly  means  a  determination  of  the  will,  and 
not  an  operation  by  hands.  Words  should  be  un- 
derstood in  the  sense  intended  by  those  who  used 
them.  In  what  sense  have  the  Convention  used 
this  word?  We  find  in  the  Constitution,  "estab- 
lish justice "~*< establish  this  Constitution"— ^^es- 
tablish a  uniform  rule" — ^** establish  courts"— "the 
establishment  of  this  Constitution" — ''an  estab- 
lishment of  religion."  The  Con  vention  have  oni- 
formly  used  this  word  as  signifying  an  authori- 
tative decision  of  the  will;  and  when  we  say  a 
thing  is  established,  we  usually  mean  by  decree, 
judgment,  or  order  of  those  having  authority,  or 
by  an  act  of  l^islation — as  to  establish  a  title;  to 
establish  a  will;  to  establish  headquarters;  to 
establish  a  court.  When  we  say  a  road  is  estab- 
lished, do  we  mean  by  the  overseer  who  makes  it? 
No;  we  mean  by  the  court  which  has  decided 
where  it  shall  be.  The  Confederation  conferred 
the  power  "  of  establishing  and  regulatia?  post 
offices  from  one  State  to  another."  The  cbai}ge 
in  the  wording  of  the  clause  in  the  Constitatioo 
seems  to  have  been  made  to  correct  a  soleciso, 
aifd  not  to  confer  any  additional  authority.  Was 
it  ever  understood  that  the  Confederation  had,  by 
this  clause,  jurisdiction  over  the  territory,  and 
might  take  the  soil  and  build  a  post  office?  I  pn* 


*  See  Journal  of  ConventioD,  page  376.  *'  Qa*** 
tion.  To  grant  letters  of  incorporation  for  cenabt  ft^ 
— spatted  in  the  negative.  Yeas— Penntyifaoia,  Vir- 
ginia, Georgia— 3.  Nays— New  Hanpehire,  Mtin- 
chttaatte,  Connecticnt,  New  Jeraey,  Delaware,  Marf- 
land,  North  Carolina,  Bouth  Carolina— 8." 
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sume  not.  Tliey  might  purchase  a  house  for  a 
post  office,.and  hold  it,  under  the  laws  of  a  State, 
as  an  iodividual  might  hold  property.  To  estab- 
lisli  a  post  office  is  to  create  an  omce  with  cer- 
tain prescribed  duties^  which  office  is  to  be  filled 
by  the  appotntmeat  oi  an  officer  to  perform  those 
duties.  To  establish  a  post  road  is  to  give  a  road 
a  legal  desiffnation  as  a  post  road.  Wherever  the 
iw^ord  is  aned  in  the  Constitution,  it  means,  to  give 
leg^al  existence. 

Let  us  see  what  was  the  contemporaneous  con- 
struction of  this  claui^e  of  the  Constitution  by  those 
ivho  formed,  adopted,  and  commenced  proceed- 
ings under  it^  They  were  well  inclined  to  exer- 
cise ail  their  Constitutional  powers.  They  under- 
stood that  Congress  were  to  adopt  and  use  the 
roads  of  the  Stales.  This  was  the  construction 
put  on  tbis  grant  of  power  by  the  generation  who 
adopted  the  Constitution. 

Sir,  I  propose  to  you  a  safe  rule  for  construing 
the  Constitution  in  time  to  come,  which  is  this: 
HVfaatever'was  done  and  acquiesced  in  during  an 
age — say  thirtv  years  from  the  adoption  of  the 
C9nstitation-4et  that  be  considered  as  Constitu- 
tional ;  but  whatever  was  not  done  or  not  acqui- 
esced in  as  Constitutional  in  that  age,  let  it  be 
held  to  be  unconstitutional. 

Those  who  formed,  adopted,  and  acted  under 
the  Constitution,  heretofore,  have  put  a  meaning 
on  this  clause  which  it  is  now  too  late  lo  change. 
If  we  confine  ourselves  to  the  powers  which  have 
been  exercised  by  our  predece88ois,and  acquiesced 
in,  there  is  no  danger  to  the  rights  of  the  States 
or  the  people;  but  if  we  i^t  this  day  claim  and 
exercise  new  powers,  we  set  a  pernicious  example 
to  those  who  shall  succeed  us. 

It  will  be  well  to  consider  the  burden,  which 
you  take  upon  yourselves,  if  you  decide  that  to 
mtaX^ish  means  to  eonstnet.    You- will  undertake 
to  construct  all  the  post  roads  in  the  country.    You 
have  constructed  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
of    post  road,  but  you  established  eighty-eight 
thousand  miles  of  post  road.    You  cannot  decide 
that  esUMith  means  coMtnicf,  as.to  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  of  road,  but  that  it  does  not  mean 
GonUruety  as  to  the  remaining  eighty-eight  thou- 
sand Rules  of  post  road.    So,  U  esteiUsk  signifies 
oomgiruci^  you  have  passed  laws  for  the  construc- 
tion of  eighty-eight, thousand  miles  of  post  road, 
and  should  cause  it  to  be* done  without  delay. 
Will  not  the  States  say  that  you  have  assumed 
the  jurisdiction,  and  taken  upon  you  the  duty  of 
keeping  these  roads  in  repair?    Will  they  not 
withdraw .  from  these  roads  the  superintendents 
and  laborers  of  the  States,  and  the  protection  of 
the  State  laws?    It  may  be  expected;  for,  if  the 
jorisdidtion  and  the  duty  is  properly  assumed  by 
you,  it  no  longer  remains  with  them,  and  your 
acts  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 

You  may  establish  post  routes,  and  so  may  the 
States.  They  are  not  forbidden  the  exercise  of 
this  privilege,  as  they  are  to  keep  ships  and  troops 
in  time  of  pMce ;  and  they  might  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  eivculate  intelligence.  Can  you  seize  on 
all  their  roads,  impose  toils,  and  exercise  other 
paramount  or  exclusive Jurtsdiction  ?    What  be- 


comes of  the  rights  of  turnpike  companies  char- 
tered by  the  States  ?  The  States  claim  and  exer- 
cise power  to  alter  roads  not  made  by  chartered 
companies,  and  to  discootique  such  a»are  useless. 
Does  a  road,  as  soon  as  you  establish  it  a  post 
road  cease  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  . 
State  ?  Suppose  that  there  is  a  contest  before  the 
State  courts,  which  of  two  ways  shall  be  estab- 
lished as  a  public  road  1  Will  the  passing  of  your 
mail  boy  with  his  bag  along  one  of  them,  decide 
the  contest  ai^d  establish  that  trace  alon?  which 
he  passes?  If  you  assume  jurisdiction,  the  roads 
can  only  be  altered  and  repaired  under  your  au- 
thority. Leave  the  jurisdiction  to  the  States,  and  * 
let  them  repair  and  alter  the  roads  at  pleasure. 
The  fact  that  you  use  eighty-eight  thousand  miles 
of  roads,  made  by  the  States,  shows  that  it  is 
not  necessary  you  should  assume  this  authority. 
Wherever  a  mule  carrying  a  bag  can  go,  your 
mail  can  go.  You  fix  on  certain  points,  and  be- 
tween these  it  becomes  the  duty  ot  the  States  to- 
hare  some  road.  Your  acts  are  the- supreme  law, 
and  the  State  courts  are  bound  thereby ;  but  the 
intermediate  trace  between  the  points  you  desig- 
nate let  the  States  alter,  repair,  and  control  at  their 
pleasure.  [When  Mr.  S.  had  proceeded  thus  far 
in  his  argument,  the  Committee  rose ;  on  the  6th 
he  continued.] 

Having  considered  the  argument  of  the  friends 
of  the  hul,  founded  on  the  power  given  io  Con- 
gress to  establish  post  roads,  I  wili  proceed  to  con- 
sider their  arguments,  founded  on  the  power  ''^to 
regulate  commerce  among  the  several.  States.''  It 
has  been  said  that  roads  and  canals  will  facilitate 
commerce  among  the  several  States,  and  there- 
fore, as  you  have  the  control  of  commerce,  you 
mny  construct  them.  If  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce amonff  the  States  will  authorize  you  to  do 
whatever  will  facilitate  commerce,  your  power  is 
unlimited.  You  may  take  upon  you  the  interior  po- 
lice, and  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  States ; 
for,  by  so  doing,  you  may  facilitate  cominerce.  But 
commerce  is  to  be  "  regulated,''  and  among  the 
States;  and  this  word  ''among,"  signifies  Ixtween  * 
the  States.  It  was  so  understo<M  at  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution.  Mr.  Madison,  writing  on  this 
subject,  says,  **  The  defect  of  power  in  the  existing 
'  Confederacy,  to  regulate  the  commerce  hUvten  its 
^  several  meiubers,  is  in  the  number  of  those  which 
<  have  been  dearly  pointed  out  by  experience." 
The  power  given  to  Congress  is  the  same  in  rela- 
tion to  commerce  between  the  States,  as  in  rela- 
tion to  commerce  between  this  nation  and  foreign 
nations.  You  may  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations ;  but  this  gives  you  no  power  to  r^g- . 
vlate  the  interior  commerce  of  this  nation.  You 
may  regulate  the  commerce  of  one  State  with 
another  State ;  but.  this  gives  you  no  power  to 
regulate  the  internal  comerce  of  either,  i  ou  may 
establish  ports,  license  vessels,  impose  tonnage  and 
other  duties  in  the  one  case,  and  so  you  may  in  the 
other. - 

The  gentleman  from  Delawate  (Mr.  MoLanb) 
says,  '^  The  power  given  to  Congress  is  a  power 
wnich  a  Stat^  did  not  possess.  I  agree  with  him, 
that  the  power  is  such  as  a  State  did  not  possess. 
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A  State  could  not,  aloDe,  regulate  commerce  be- 
tween it  and  another  Siate.  This  in  the  power 
granted  to  Congress  which  a  State  did  not  possess. 
But  a  State  did  possess  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce in  its  own  interior,  and  this  power  has  not 
been  granted  to  Congress.  The  Speaker  (Mr. 
Ci^AY)  has  argued  that  unless  the  power  to  regu- 
late commerce  among  the  States  implies  authority 
to  foster,  promote,  and  facilitate  it,  the  clause  is 
without  a  meaning;  for,  that  Congress  has  no 
power  to  lay  imposts  and  duties  on  the  trade 
among  the  several  States.  The  eentleman  is  mis- 
taken. This  Government  may  lay  duties  on  arti- 
cles imported  from  another  State.  The  principal 
object  of  granting  this  power  to  CoQgress  was,  to 
take  from  the  States  authority  over  the  subject, 
which  had  been  ejtercised  to  their  mutual  injury. 
The  friends  of  the  bill  understand  ^  regulate 
commerce,"  to  mean  "  facilitate  the  carriage  of 
goods."  Is  this  a  fair  construction  ?  Roads  and 
canals  are  means  of  carrying  on  commerce ;  but, 
are  you  to  furnish  the  means  of  carrying  on  com- 
merce— the  ships,  the  carriages,  the  capital  ?  It 
is  for  yon  to  regulate  commerce,  to  prescribe  the 
manner  in  which  it  shall  be  carried  on,  not  to  pro- 
vide the  means. 

Power  is  given  to  Congress  to  regulate  com- 
merce among  the  States,  which  otherwise  must 
have  been  regulated  by  compacts  or  treaties  be- 
tween them,  but  such  a  power  extends  not  to  regu- 
late commerce  between  different  places  in  the  same 
State.  Can  it  be  believed  that  by  this  clause 
power  was  intended  to  be  given  to  Congress  to 
execute  a  system  of  internal  improvement?  If  it 
had  been  intended  to  grant  such  a  power,  would 
it  not  have  been  explicitly  and  efl^tually  granted  t 
Such  a  construction  as  is  contended  for,  never  en- 
tered into  the  minds  of  the  Convention ;  and  it  is 
contrary  to  good  faith  to  give  to  the  language  they 
have  used,  a  meaning  entirely  different  from  that 
with  which  they  us^  iL  fiut,  suppose  that  by 
*<  regulate  commerce,"  you  understand  "  make  in- 
ternal improvemento,"  you  will  be  restricted  to 
•such  as  are  between  the  States;  and  what  will 
this  authorize  you  to  do  ?  Why,  to  make  a  bridge 
across  the  Potomac^  the  Delaware,  or  the  Ohio, 
between  the  States.  The  power  granted  to  Con- 
gress to  regulate  commerce  among  the  States,  is 
an  exclusive  power;  it  is  clearly  an  exclusive 
power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations, 
and  with  the  Indian  tribes;  and  it  cannot  be  con- 
tended that  the  same  word,  in  the  same  sentence, 
has  several  meanings.  Whatever  power  may  be 
exercised  under  this  grant,  you  may  exercise  ex- 
clusively. If,  bv  this  power,  you  may  interfere 
with  the  internal  commerce  of  a  State,  you  have 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  commerce  of 
the  country,  not  only  between  the  States,  but  be- 
tween couDtv  and  county,  village  and  village,  man 
and  man.  And  what  is  this  commerce,  of  which 
you  have  exclusive  jurisdiction?  Why,  every 
sale  of  property  that  is  made  in  the  country  may 
be  considered  as  commerce,  and  under  your  regula- 
tion. What  authority  will  be  left  to  the  States  ? 
Will  not  this  be  consolidation  ? 

li  is  contended  that  you  may  make  roads  aad 


canals  by  your  power  to  make  war.   Dofs  it* 
thority  to  direct  the  foree  of  confederated  Soib 
carry  with  it  the  interior  police  of  the  coafedeiiei 
States?    Does  the  Bmpcror  of  Germany, by  k 
power  to  direct  the  foree  of  the  Empire,  make  n- 
ternal  improvements  in  Saxony  and  Wirteoibaf  ? 
I  have  never  understood  so.    Did  Napoleoiuit 
head  of  the  Confederation  of  the  Rhuie,  eh» 
such  a  power?    No;  he  expressly  dischumcd  Ute 
good  that  the  German  Princes  should  dfiBctn 
their  respectire  States.    The  old  Congress  hM 
power  to  make  war,  but  never  claimed,  as  iaddrtL 
power  to  make  roads  and  eanaia.    Our  expericw 
in  two  warn  baa  proved  that  this  power  is  Dot  ac- 
cessary to  the  General  GoToniiieat.    It  is  sot  i 
means  of  defence.    It  suited  coaqnering  Rone  k 
have  military  roads  leading  to  all  her  froatim; 
but  it  is  no  advantage  to  an  iiiTaded  nation.   Tls 
same  roads  on  which  Bonaparte  marched  bi$» 
mies  to  invade  Germany,  led  the  Russaas  at 
Germans  to  Paris.    I  cannot  agree  with  the  iioi- 
orable  Speaker  (Mr.  Cl.at)  that  ike  General  Gov 
ernment  possesses  no  pawer  in  war  that  it  does  sa 
possess  in  peaee.    Many  things  may  be  lawfah 
done  in  the  prosecution  of  war,  that  would  bealU" 
gether  unlawful  in  time  of  pciaoe.    In  war,  eref 
thing  is  lawful  Chat  is  indispensable  for  the  s&letr 
of  the  nation.    '^The  safety  of  the  people  is  Le 
supreme  law."    During  the  war  of  the  RevolutiMi 
Norfolk  was  burned  by  our  own  imee.    Woa' 
that  have  been  lawful  in  time  of  peace  ?    Did  •< 
General  Wasbinoton  propose  to  buni  New  Yari 
that  it  might  net  afford  Winter  quarters  to  w 
enemy  ?     x  es;  and  he  woold  hare  tmmed  it,  hd 
vu>t  (Congress  decided  otherwise.    We  have  sea 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  bum  his  eapital,  that  i 
might  not  afierd  Winter  quarters  to  an  eaeor 
But  I  cannot  agree  that,  in  time  of  peace,  ^ 
General  Government  may  do  every  thing  thatt 
may  do  in  prosecuting  war.    I  have  no  doabi  tto 
in  prosecuting  war.  me  President  might  order  tt 
public  force  to  mase  a  road  or  a  canal  wkertrff 
be  ibund  it  necessary ;  but  the  measure  would  k 
temporary,  and  no  jurisdiction  would  be  anofBd- 
The  preparations  for  war,  which  you  may  o*^ 
i n  peace,  are  prescribed  by  the  Gonstitu tion.   Yotf 
power  is  to  make  war,  not  to  gorem  the  bi^ 
ways.    We  have  been  tmd  of  precedents ;  we  bin 
directed  the  making-  of  a  road  in  Arkaiuas.  h 
that  territery,  we  yet  hold  the  empire,  the  h\^ 
domain,  and  dojiot  violate  the  jurisdietion  oiteif 
State.    But  are  the  roads  and  canals,  whiefa  y<» 
would  make,  really  intended  for  military  porpo^^^ 
No ;  they  are  intended  for  travelling  and  cos* 
mercisl  purposes ;  and  it  is  a  pretence  to  sa?  tint 
you  will  malte  them  by  your  power  to  declare  aad 
prosecute  war. 

It  is  contended  that,  by  the  power  to  lay  ^ 
collect  taxes,  to  provide  for  the  common  dtietse 
and  general  weltare,  we  have  power  to  approp^ 
ate  money  to  make  roads  and  canal&  1  caeiMit 
agree  that  we  may  thus  appropriate  tbe  ps^ 
money.  We  hold  it  in  trust,  to  be  used  io  carrf- 
ing  into  execution  our  Constitutional  powers:  aw 
for  no  other .  purpose.  The  ctwimon  defeoee  asd 
general  welfare  are  to  be  provided  for  by  tbe  ex^ 
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eution  of  the  jg^ranted  powers.  The  power  to  raise 
money  is  unJimited ;  but  ihe  power  of  appropria- 
lion  is  limited ;  and  if  at  anyr  ti|De  more  money  is 
raised  than  the  execution  of  your  Constitutional 
powers  requires,  it  must  remam  unexpended  until 
.it  is  wanted  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  some  Con- 
stitutional power.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  McDuFPifi,)  while  he  admits  that 
the  words,  ^'  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
aod  general  welfare,"  were  intended  as  a  limita- 
tion of  the  power  to  lay  taxes,. contends  that  the 
terms  used  are  so  general  that  there  is  no  limita- 
tion. Be  it  so.  Strike  out  this  intended  limita- 
tion. You  have  then  an  unlimited  power  to  riiise 
revenne.  But  the  money  of  the  people  can  only 
be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  by  law,  and  all  laws 
must  be  pursuant  to  the  Constitution.  You  have 
power  to  PASS  all  laws  neQCswry  and  proper  for 
the  execution  of  the  granted  powers ;  but  an  act 
which  shall  appropriate  money  to  the  execution  of 
a  power  not  granted,  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution.  It  seems  to  me,  that  a  claim  of 
power  to  raise  money  to  any  amount,  and  to  ex- 
pend it  on  any  obiect  that  Congress  might  choose 
to  select,  to  whicn  the  Constitutional  powers  of 
this  (government  do  not  extend,  is  most  unreason- 
able. 

I  admit  that  money  may  be  necessary,  and  law- 
fully expended,  in  many  cases  where  you  assume 
no  jurisdiction  over  the  territory.  You  may  pro- 
ciue  ship  timber  for  the  Navj',  but  you  caanoc  as- 
sume jurisdiction  over  the  country  where  it  grows, 
and  pass  forest  laws.  Money  may  be  expended 
for  carrying  the  mail,  without  assuming  jurisdic- 
tion to  maxe  the  roads  along  which  it  is  to  pass. 
It  is  said  that  we  have  established  a  military 
academy,  built  sea-walls  and  lighthouses,  set  up 
beacons^and  buoys,  and  we  are  required  to  show 
by  what  granted  powers  we  have  made  tbeappro- 
priations.  You  have  power  to  raise  armies— -of- 
ficers afe  necessary;  and  this  power  may  justify 
your  appropriations  for  the  military  academy. 
YoQ  have  power  to  maintain  a  navy;  to  main- 
tain, is  to  preserve;  and  this  power  will  justify 
your  appropriations  for  sea-walls,  lighthooses, 
beacons,  and  buoys.  But  you  have  made  the 
Cumberland  road.  True :  you  did  so  in  perform- 
ing a  lawful  compact.  You  had  power  to  dis- 
pose of  the  territory  of  the  linked  States;  this  im- 
plied a  right  to  fix  the^  terms.  You  had  power  to 
make  regulations  respecting  the  public  property. 
These  powers  authorized  your  compact,  and  con- 
sequent appropriations.  A  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  St^waat)  said  that  you  had  passed 
penal  laws,  and  made  quarantine  r^ulattons. 
You  have  power  to  legislate;  and  penallaws  are 
the  necessary  sanction  of  legislation,  ttoarantine 
regulations  are  authorized  by  power  to  regulate 
commerce.  A  gentleman  from  New  Yoi^  (Mr. 
Stobbb)  said  that  by  your  power  to  coin  mpney, 
you  bad  purchased  anouse.in  Philadelphia.  A 
house  was  necessary;  but  you  assume  no.  jurisdic- 
tion. You  hold  your  house  under,  and  protected 
by,  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania.  But  if  you  maJke 
internal  improvements,  yon  assume  jurisdiction, 
and  the  domain. 
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The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Mo- 
DuFFis)  informs  us  that  the  President,  Madison, 
recommended  the  establishment  of  a  national  uni- 
versity. If  the  gentleman  deems  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Madison  authority,  why  does  he  not  respect 
his  veto  put  on  a  bill  for  making  internal  im- 

Srovements?  But  the  recommendation  of  Mr. 
ladison  was  to  establish  a  unhrerity  in  this  Dis* 
trict,  where  you  have  exclusive  jurisdiction.  You 
have  since  actually  established  a  college,  but  with- 
out making  any  appropriation.  .  If  Mr.  Madison 
intended  that  the  university  should  be  endowed, 
he  might  intend  that  it  should  be  done:  by  the 
power  to  dispose  of  the  public  lots ;  as  schools  are 
provided  for  in  the  Western  country.  The  gentle- 
man speaks  of  the  monuments  erected  to  distin- 
guished men.  Another  gentleman  (Mr.  Stbw- 
art)  has  spoken  of  pensions.  The  appropriations 
for  both  otthese  may  be  regarded  as  the  payment 
of  a  debt,  "The  asylums,"  says  Vattel,  ''pre- 
'  pared  for  soldiers  and  reduced  officers,  who  are 


themselves,  may  oe  consiaerea  as 
<  a  part  of  the  military  pay.  The  splendid  strue- 
'  tore,  and  the  ample  provision,  made  in  favor  of 
'  invalids,  both  in  France  and  England,  do  honor 
^  to  the  sovereign  and  the  nation,  which  thus  lib- 
'  erally  discharge  a  sacred  debt.''  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  McDupfiii  J  spoke  of 
the  appropriation  of  fifteen  millions  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Louisiana.  That  appropriation  was  au- 
thorized by  the  Constitution.  We  have  authority 
to  pass  laws  necessary  to  carry  into  execution  the 
powers  vested  in  any  dej^rtment  or  officer  of  the 
Qovernnient.  The  President,  with  the  advice  of 
the  Senate,  has  power  to  make  treaties;  and  we 
have  power  (I  speak  not  of  obli^tion)  to  pass 
appropriation  laws  to  carry  them  into  execution. 
If  the  gentleman  will  show  a  power  to  make  in- 
ternal improvements,  as  clearly  as  I  have  shown 
the  power  to  appropriate  money  to  carry  a  treaty 
into  effect,  there  will  be  an  end  of  the  con- 
troversy. 

A  powerful  appeal  to  our  sympathies  has  been 
made  by  the  honorable  Speaker,  (Mr.  Ci<at,)  on 
behalf  of  the  people  of  the  West.  If  this  is  to  be 
a  general  measure,  not  partial  to  any  portion  of 
the  commuiuty,  I  see  no  reason  why  a  particular 
appeal  should  be  made  to  us  on  behalf  of  the  West. 
I>Ms  the  gentleman  mean  that  whenever  a  fort 
shall  be  built  in  Boston,  or  elsewhere,  on  the  sea- 
board, that  a  like  sum  must  be  expended  on  roads 
and  canals  in  the  West?  The  gentleman  says 
that  if  we  omit  to  make  internal  improvements, 
he  believes  the  Union  will  be  shaken  to  its  centre. 
But  why  does  the  gendeman  complain  on  behalf 
of  the  West— "the  poor  West?"  What  is  there 
to  affiict  the  intelligent  and  enterprising  people  of 
the  West?  Have  they  not  the  finest  country  un- 
der Heaven  on  which  to  exercise  their  industry? 
Do  not  the  people  of  Kentucky  possess  ten  thous- 
and square  miles  of  land  superior  to  the  best  one 
thousand  acres  that  ever  was  found  in  Palestine  ? 
They  pay  no  taxes  to  this  Giovernment  except 
what  they  voluntarily  pay  as  consamers;  and 
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tliere  has  been  no  limit  to  the  liberality  of  this 
Government  to  the  Western  people.  So  long  as 
civilization  remains  in  the  Western  country,  and 
the  titles  to  lands  are  traced  to  this  Government, 
an  iinperishable  monument  of  its  liberality  will 
remain  in  the  donations  for  the  use  of  schools. 
Not  less  than  twenty  thousand  square  miles  have 
been  allotted  to  this  purpose  in  eight  new  States 
and  Territories.  Twelve  millions  eight  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  land,  worth  sixteen  millions  of 
dollars !  This  is  a  durable  evidence  of  the  kind- 
ness of  this  Government  to  the  people  of  the  West. 
Yon  have  made  the  Cumberland  road,  for  the 
Western  people  only,  at  an  expense  of  near  two 
millions  of  dollars;  you  have  made  various  oth<Sr 
roads  in  the  Western  country;  you  have  given 
more  than  seventy  thousand  acres  of  land  to  make 
a  road  in  Ohio.  The  people  of  the  West  have 
only  had  to  ask  and  have;  when  they  had  embar- 
rassed themselves  by  purchases  of  lands,  they 
were  released  from  the  contracts  as  far  as  they 
desired,  and  further  time  given  to  pay  what  re- 
mained due.  Why,  then,  do  the  citizens  of  the 
West  complain  ?  The  gentleman  says  that  Ken- 
tncky,  Ohio,  and  Tennessee^  are  now  the  chief 
emigrating  States;  it  is  their  citizens  who  par- 
chase  the  lands  of  ttfe  United  States — an  evidence 
of  their  prosperity.  One  million  and  a  half  paid 
annually,  for  Western  lands,  will  not  impoverish 
the  Western  people,  if  they  receive  annually  a 
greater  sum.  By  a  paper  before  me,  it  app^irs 
that  three  thousand  ninety-one  horses  and  mules, 
forty*four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  hogs,  and  a  number  of  beef  cattle,  the  whole 
estimated  at  upwards  of  $700,000,  have  passed  the 
ford  of  Cumberland  river,  from  Kentucky;  and  it 
is  supposed  that  stock,  to  a  like  amount  in  value, 
has  left  the  State  by  other  routes.  Here,  then,  is 
the  million  and  a  half  received  by  a  sfngle  State 
for  live  stock  only.  What  must  be  the  amount 
received  by  all  the  Western  States,  when,  to  the 
price  of  their  stock,  is  added  that  of  their  hemp, 
their  flour,  their  bacon,  and  other  produce?  The 
live  stock  here  enumerated,  has  left  Kentucky  by 
a  road  leading  through  my  district,  on  which  no 

Eublic  moneys  have  been  expended,  but  which 
as  been  made  and  repaired  by  the  labor  of  the 
people. 

Sir,  I  cannot  agree  with  the  honorable  member 
from  Kentucky,  fMr.  Clat,)  that  there  is  any 
danger  that  the  Union  will  be  shaken  by  the  dis- 
content of  the  people  of  the  Wei^i.  The  time  has 
been,  when  a  Carondelet,  and  a  Wilkinson,  a  Burr, 
and  a  Blannerhassett,  could  disturb  the  tranquil- 
lity of  the  We5t ;  but  that  time  has  gone  by.  The 
gentleman  (Mr.  C.)  said  that  the  Cumberland 
road  had  not  yet  gone  into  any  Western  State. 
It  has  gone  as  far  as  is  necessary ;  and  yet  it  is  a 
road  for  the  people  of  the  West.  It  has  gone  to 
the  Ohio  river,  the  great  Western  highway,  by 
which  you  may  pass  to  any  of  the  Western  States. 
A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  told  us  of  a  great 
advantage  arising  to  the  Government  from  the 
Cumberland  road ;  we  get  the  mail  carried  thirty 
dollars  a  mile  cheaper  than  formerly;  but  this 
Toady  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  in  length, 


cost  us  near  two  millions  of  dollars,  the  interest 
of  which  is  near  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoosand 
dollars,  or  near  one  thousand  dollars  per  mile; 
thus,  you  lose,  annually,  one  thousand  dollars  per 
mile,  the  interest  of  your  money,  besides  the  cast 
of  repairs — and  you  save  thirty  dollar84i  mile  in 
the  expanse  of  carrying  the  mail !  Such  is  the 
economy  recommended  by  the  ffentleman. 

1  have  heard  it  said  that  the  lands  set  apart  for 
the  use  of  schools,  were  not  |;iven  by  the  Qoveni- 
ment ;  that  they  were  paid  tor  by  inose  who  pQ^ 
chased  the  adjacent  lands.  This  I  do  not  admit 
I  much  doubt  whether  the  purchasers  of  the  West- 
ern lands  would  give  a  shilling  more  for  a  quarter 
section,  in  consequence  of  your  donations  for 
schools.  If  yon  were  about  to  sell  a  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  do  you  think 
that  you  would  improve  the  price  by  previoaslf 
laying  off  ten  acres  of  it,  and  conveying  those  ten 
acres  for  the  use  of  a  school  1  1  should  expect 
you  to  make  a  proportional  reduction  in  the  priee 
of  your  tract  or  land. 

The  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  may  be  im- 
proved, without  assuming  power  to  make  interoil 
improvements  within  a  State,  and  thus  encroach- 
ing on  State  jurisdiction.  That  river  is  nowhere 
the  property  of  a  State;  it  forms  a  boundary  to 
States,  except  in  Louisiana ;  and  there  you  hare 
reserved  the  navigation.  By  your  power  to  pro- 
vide and  naaintain  a  navy,  you  have  only  to  biiitd 
a  gunboat  at  Louisville,  and,  in  your  descent  to 
the  ocean,  clear  the  Mississippi  of  every  snag  aad 
sawyer  that  obstructs  the  navigation. 

Roads  and  canals  are  said  to  produce  beneficial 
effects.  Well ;  the  States  have  reserved  the  power 
to  make  them.  Shall  we  not  leave  to  the  States 
the  power  to  do  good,  which  ihey  have  reserved  | 
to  themselves?  Shall  we  arrogate  to  ourseires 
all  power  to  do  good  ?  Shall  we  manage  the  ag- 
riculture of  the  country,  the  fisheries,  and  the  com- 
merce? The  gentleman  from  South  Carolioa 
talks  of  the  necessity  of  convenient  ways  of  com- 
munication between  the  East  and  West.  Thef 
are  made  already.  The  New  York  canal  has 
opened  the  communications  between  all  the  Statei 
north  of  the  Ohio  river'  and  the  east.  Pennsyl- 
vania has  connected  the  Ohio  and  the  Delaware, 
by  excellent  turnpike  roids.  You  have  made  the 
Cumberland  road;  and  while  you  are  debating, 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia  have  passed  a  bill  in- 
corporating a  company  to  connect  the  Ohio  with 
the  Chesapeake.  That  State  has  al^  nearlf  com- 
pleted the  communication  between  the  Ohio  and 
James  river.  So  the  argument  of  the  gentieniao, 
in  favor  of  the  ways  of  communication  betwcea 
the  East  and  West,  comes  too  late. 

The  scheme  is  deceptive  While  you  appear  to 
confer  benefits  on  the  States,  you  do  but  take  their 
money  with  one  hand,  and  give  it  back  to  them 
with  the  other.  I  should  like  to  know  how  much 
of  the  appropriation  proposed  by  the  gentlemao 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Stswart,)  would  coroe 
to  the  share  of  Illinois  or  Mississippi.  Would  it 
enable  one  of  those  States  to  make  half  a  mile  of 
turnpike  road  annually?  I  presume  it  would  not, 
.at  the  Cumberland  rates.    You  will  give  New 
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York  a  share,  bat  yoa  ^ill  decide  wh^e  it  »haM 
be  expended;  and  you  may  make  a  canal  that, 
instead  of  being  a  benefit,  may  be  an  injury  to  the 
Slate.  I  find,  in  a  newspaper,  these  remarks  re- 
spectiog  the  proposed  Susquehanna  canal :  "  They 
'are  all  alive  in  Baltimore,  and  indeed  through- 
^  out  Maryland,  on  the  sul^ecf^  Should  the  Co- 
'  nawago  and  Baltimore  canal  be  completed,  the 
'  interest  of  Philadelphia  will  be  seriously  injured." 
Let  the  Stat^  beware  of  the  consequences  of  the 
power  of  internal  improvement  bein^  assumed  by 
this  Go?ernment — as  improvement,  m  one  section 
of  the  country,  may  tend  to  the  injury  of  another. 
Virginia,  blind  to  the  consequences,  has  decided 
bastily  to  expend  her  resources  in  opening  the  Ohio 
lod  Chesapeake  canal,  although  it  mast  rival  her 
^reat  central  communication,  and  divert  the  West- 
ern trade  from  her  own  cities.  In  Baltimore, 
they  understand  their  own  interests  better—- they 
ippose  the  Potomac  canal,  but  patronize  the  Sus- 
]uehannah  canal,  which  will  enrich  Baltimore, 
rbile  it  injures.  Pniladelphia. 

Canals  are  not  always  profitable.  A  very  on- 
air  statement  of  the  profits  of  English  canals  has 
Ken  made,  bv  keepioff  out  of  view  tiie  many 
vhich  are  productive  of  little  profit.  It  has  been 
emarked  of  the  English  canals,  that  none  are 
^ofitable  except  those  on  which  coals  are  car- 
ted. But,  if  canals  are  profitable,  let  the  States, 
who  have  reserved  the  power  to  make  them,  take 
he  profit.  If  they  are  not  profitable,  shall  we, 
vhile  we  pay  six  per  cent,  for  money,  invest  it  in 
itock  which  may  produce  one-half  of<>ne  per  cent. 
liridend  1  Is  it  a  pleasing  thing  to  impose  taxes 
)&  the  people — to  give  their  money  away  1  Let 
the  States  manage  this  business.  If  they  shall 
eorich  themselves,  they  will  enrich  the  nation. 

Sir,  this  is  merely  a  question  of  power-^^  ques- 
ion  who  shall  collect  a  revenue,  and  possess  the 
H)wer  and  patronage  attending  its  expenditure. 
■twill  soon  be  found,. that  ten  millions  annually 
vili  be  required ;  or  perhaps  20,000  soldiers  may 
«  employed,  in  making  internal  improvements. 
iTou  must  greatly  increase  the  number  of  your  of- 
icers,  for  the  management  and  protection  of  yoar 
otds  and  canals.  You  must  have  new  courts  or 
ustices;  and  these  must  be  appointed  for  life, 
lad  have  fixed  .and  adequate  saiaries.  The  ex- 
ircise  of  this  power. will  produce  discord.  One 
iiy  will  ask  you  to  make  a  canal — another  will 
appose  it ;  and  thus  your  deliberations  will  be  agi- 
sted by  the  contentions  of  opposing  interests.  It 
» admitted  that  the  powers  of  this  Grovernment 
ire  conferred  for  the  general  good ;  but  every  road 
>t  canal  most  be  of  local  concern,  Even  the 
W  York  canal,  the  greatest  undertaking  of  the 
uod  that  has  been  or  will  be  undertaken,  is  only 
beneficial  to  a  part  of  the  nation.  A  fortification 
It  Boston,  ox  New  Orleans,  is  for  the  protection 
>f  the  nation.  Our  fleet,  wherever  built,  sails  for 
be  nation  You  call  the  Cumberland  road  a  na- 
iooal  road,  but,  unless  you  mean  that  it  was  made 
vith  the  money  of  the  nation,  it  no  more  deserves 
he  name,  than  the  road  which  leads  through  my 
listrict  to  the  Western  States,  which  has  been 
nade  by  the  laboring  peq>le. 


If  yoa  undertake  this  svstem  of  internal  im- 
provement, your  money  will  be  wasted  by  impro- 
vidence and  extravagance.  LooJ^to  the  Cumber- 
land road,  which  has  cost  $15)000  per  miie—^O,- 
000  apieoe  for  bridges  that  might  have  been  dis- 
pensed with.  No  money  is  thus  squandered,  ex- 
cept the  money  of  the  United  States.  Do  you 
j;overn  this  District,  wherein  you  have  exclusive 
jurisdiction,  so  well,  that  you  ought  to  assume  ju- 
risdiction over  the  interior  police  of  the  States? 
You  have  left  these  people  to  be  governed  by  the 
obsolete  laws  of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  You 
have  given  them  no  system  of  police.  You  will 
not  TO  able  to  arrive  at  your  lodgings,  with* 
out  being  assailed  by  beggars — and  yet  you  will 
take  upon  you  the  whole  interior  police  of  the 
country. 

The  eentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Mc- 
DDrriBJ)  tells  us,  his  State  has  expended  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  on  internal  improvements,  to  little 
purpose.  That  is  to  be  regretted.  The  money 
might  have  been  better  laid  out,  had  the. proper 
means  been  taken  to  procure  information.  Vir- 
ginia has  succeeded  better.  A  report  of  the  Board 
of  Public  Works,  which  I  have  before  me,  savs, 
that,  "Whilst  the  territory  of  the  Commonwealth 

<  abounds  with  objects  of  valuable  internal  im- 
'  provement,  in  every  district,  the  fund  approi>ri- 
'  ated  for  that  purpose  is  adequate,  upon  the  prin- 
'  ciples  upon  which  it  is  founded,  to  give  effectual 
'  aid  to  such  improvements,  to  the  full  extent  of 

<  the  demand  which  can  probably  be  made  upon 
'  it."  This  shows  what  any  State  may  aceom- 
plbh.  Let  the  States  be  convinced  of  the  ad- 
vantage of  roads  and  canals,  and  they  will  make 
them. 

Sir,  this  Government  rests  on  the  affections  of 
the  people  and  the  confidence  of  the  State  Legis- 
lalures.  Whatever  has  a  tendency  to  alienate  that 
affection,  and  diminish  that  confidence,  has  a  tend- 
encv  to  weaken  the  Union.  These  States  are  not 
held  together  by  the  sword.  Let  gentlemen  be 
cautious  how  they  assume  a  doubtful,  a  disputed 
power,  lest  they  destroy  the  harmony  between  this 
Government  and  the  States.  The  General  and  State 
Gh>veraments  have  been  found  to  be  happily  bal- 
anced. But|  an  immense  increase  of  the  internal 
power  of  the  General  Government  will  derange 
the  balance. 

And,  if  we  had  the  power,  our  situation  is  not 
favorable  to  the  commencement  of  this  sjrstem. 
We  have  a* large  debt  to  pay,  a  navy  to  build,  and 
fortifications  to  complete.  A  contest  is  depend- 
ing for  the  rights  of  man  and  the  independence  of 
nations,  into  which  we  may  be  drawn.  Is  this  a 
time  to  ensage  in  schemes  which  may  require  ten  or 
fifteen  millions  annually  ?  Is  this  a  time  to  seize 
on  powers,  as  to  which  there  is  an  honest  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  many  believing  that  their  exer- 
cise will  be  acts  of  usurpation  ?  No,  sir.  This  is 
a  time  to  draw  strong  and  plain  the  landmarks  of 
the  Constitution,  and  thus  strengthen  mutual  con- 
fidence^ I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  proposition 
to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  oiil. 

When  Mr.  Smytb  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Gasslat,  of  Ohio,  addressed  the  Chair  aa 
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as 


follows :  The  bill,  on  your  tabl&  Miid  Mr.  O.,  con- 
templates the  approprintion  or  $90)000.  for  the 
procurement  of  estimates  and  surveys  for  roads 
and  canals.     Against  such  a  bill,  requiring  so 
small  a  sum  for  what  he  conceived  to  be  a  great 
national  object,  he  could  not  have  anticipated  a 
single  voice;  and  much  less  could  he  have  antici- 
pated that,  to  other  objections,  would  be  added 
oinconstituttonality  and  dancer  to  the  Union.    As 
to  any  danger,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  as  soon  have 
expected  it  from  the  common  blessings — ^rain  and 
sunshine.    He  called  this  a  great  national  object, 
and,  if  it  were  not  such,  and  if  gentlemen  could 
maintain  that  it  is  a  local  and  sectional  one,  he 
was  ready  to  vote  against  it.  Commerce,  agricul- 
ture, ana  manufactures,  are  greatly  and  equally 
promoted  by  the  improvement  of  roads  and  canals. 
These  are  the  great  arteries  of  the  nation,  hj 
which  its  extremes  approximate  and  its  wealth  is 
every  where  diffused^    They  save  labor  and  equal- 
ize the  markets— they  bring    from    regions  of 
plenty,  in  some  products,  and  pour  into  those  of 
want.    They  are  no  less  distinguishable  in  their 
character  than  in  their  effects,  from  most  national 
works,  inasmuch  as  they  produce  national  wealth, 
while  most  others  impoverish.    All  the  national 
defences  to  which  so  many  millions  are  devoted, 
such  as  ships,  fortifications,  and  the  like^  in  them- 
selves, produce  nothing.   They  impoverish.  They 
are,  to  the  treasure  of  the  nation,  much  what 
luxuries  are  to  that  of  an  individual.    It  is  vastly 
different  with  roads  and  canals.    It  was,  Mr.  Q, 
said,  a  new  theory,  that  the  munificent  and  most 
prodttctire  national  woiks  were  the  most  danger- 
ous and  the  last  to  be  undertaken.    He  believed 
a  great  majority  of  the  people  entertained  opin- 
ions quite  the  opposite  from  this,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  never  yield  them.   Mr.  Q.  said  he  had 
hitherto  supposed  that  the  principal  inducement 
for  giving  sovereign  power,  was  the  attainment 
of  great  national  objects,  which  no  individliai  ex- 
ertions were  likely  to  attain.    He  understood  that 
it  was  general  interest  and  general  security  which 
formed  the  national  cement.    Take  them  away, 
and  no  civil  union  can  be  long  maintained.    He 
had  supposed  that  every  sovereign  power  was 
bound  to  guard  and  advance  these  great  objects. 
But  gentlemen  in  the  opposiie,  Mr.  Q*aaid,  seemed 
to  think  that  the  Constitution  interposed  to  forbid 
ns  the  exercise  of  this  soverei^  power ;  and,  to 
prove  this,  they  cite  opinions  given  at. the  time  of 
Its  adoption,  and  since.    It  was  not  public  opin- 
ion, Mr.  Q.  supposed,  that  was  intended ;  for 
this,  he  believed,  was  ever  the  creature  of  circum- 
stance and  occasion,  and  always  a  correct  stand- 
ard.    If  correct  then^  it  is  now  correct }  and  for 
the  same  reason  that  it  was  then  correct.    Public 
opinion,  therefore,  could  be  no  evidence  agi^iost 
itself.    It  is  private  opinion  that  is  most  insisted 
on,  and  that  which  is  expressed  in  the  Federalist. 
And,  it  is  said,  that,  inasmuch  as  the  power  to 
make  roads  and  canals  is  nowhere  expressly  al- 
lowed, in  that  book,  we  have  no  rijs^ht  to  exercise 
it.    The  opportunities  and  situation,  as  well  as 
the  talents  and  character  of  the  writers,  are  urged, 
as  giving  resistless  foree  to  their  authority  or 


opinions.  It  must  be  remembered  thnt  tkef  vm 
but  men,  and,  as  our  history  abandantlj  prom, 
writing  at  a  time  of  great  excitement,  no  dook 
with  the  purest  and  best  of  motives;  bat, yet, is 
partisans  of  a  favorite  measure — fre^i  io  iisM, 
yet  violentlv  opposed — a  measure,  in  the  adopdca 
of  which,  tne  authors  of  the  Pederailist  felt  an  is- 
terest  deep  as  the  fountain  of  life  itself.  It  isw 
reflection  on  them,  to  say  what  was  natoral  lii 
proper— 4hat  the  strongest  features  of  power,  ii 
the  instrument,  should  be  lightly  touchcMl ;  vhik 
its  weaker  and  less  apprehensive  ones  should  he 
brought  out  in  the  most  engaging  attitodes.  Thr 
times  forbade  a  fair  and  fu^  exposition  of  its 
powers,  in  the  same  degree  that  die  instromait  rt 
self  forbade  it.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  it  is  m 
required  of  the  human  mind  to  judge  eorrectij  a 
any  point,  until  it  be  presented  with  the  hc^'wi 
circumstances  which  attend  upon  its  praciiet 
and  those  which  bear  upon  it  at  the  tiise  d 
giving  such  judgment.  And  much  less  no  it 
expect  correctness  in  anticipating  potitical  opn* 
ions,  on  principles  of  government  both  newtoik 
age  and  new  to  the' world.  In  this  field  weeroy 
where  meet  some  unexpected  eombinatioBoro^ 
currence  to  mock  our  best  discemmeot,  sod  » 
confute  our  deepest  speculations.  Practice  is  ik 
only  safe  ordeal  for  polidcal  oonstitutibos  or  ofo- 
ions.  Was  it  ever  foreseen  by  the  writers  refem 
to,  that  difficulties  would  attend  the  desigoaooe 
of  the  President,  the  provisions  for  whicb  ares 
simple  as  any  in  the  instrument  1  The  verves- 
cnmstance  that  we  are  this  day  in  ardent  debts 
on  the  meaning  of  the  ordinary  words  in  oar  In- 
guaffe,  used  in  that  instrument,  sets  at  defitocf 
all  former  opinion  of  them. 

To  insist,  said  Mr.  G.^  that  reliance  sbiH  ^ 
l^ced  on  former  opinions,  in  the  discussioo  of  z 
l^reat  political  question,  is  to  deny  to  politico  wfcit 
IS  allowed  to  every  other  a&ir  of  life.  Whm 
will  gentlemen  turn  to  avoid  the  |nogTess  whidi 
has  aecom[Mmied  every  art  and  science  siixe  tk 
adoption  ot  this  instrument  ?  Things  ss  abse^ 
as  a  revolving  world  once  was.  are  every  dsf  es- 
tablished as  physical  and  moral  truths.  Tiie  a- 
tstence  and  continuance  of  our  Qovemiaeot  iiieii 
Mr.  G.  said^  was  a  contradiction  of  the  o^vb» 
and  speculations  of  the  most  enlightened  of  fiw 
times.  .  He  was  not  prepared  to  give  ap  tbekope, 
that  the  progress  of  those  political  combiDatifias 
on  which  it  is  foanded,  woiild  result  in  great  bst- 
efits  to  the  worhl.  He  could  not  yield  the  fi|;at 
to  judge  of  them  as  they  deserved;  and  that  tor 
the  reason  that  others  had  judged  before  then. 
Mr.  G.  said,  he  thongtit  the  safest  rale  was  to  trr 
the  Constitation  by  itself,  and  wheveitgavepovffi 
not  to  refuse  the  exercise  of  it,  Irom  vain  and  is- 
aginary  alaim.  ,. 

The  consequences  which  gentlemen  safV^ 
grow  out  of  this  measure,  viz.  eonsolidaiioo  m^ 

Sneral  and  degradation  of  the  State  goverDa]ei6< 
r.  G.  said,  must  be  proved  to  threaten  us,  ^^ 
he  should  withhold  his  vote  on  their  accoast-^ 
came  to  this  House  foUy  sensible  of  the  impor^ui^ 
of  maintaining''  State  sovereignty,  and  as  wnl  >> 
the  general  sentiment  of  this  body,  as  ia  ibe  tpv* 
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ited  opposition  of  gentlemen  who  use  the  argument, 
he  was  persuaded  that  the  States  had  an  abundant 
guarantee  of  safety.  So  far  from  apprehending 
danger  from  measures  of  internal  improrement,  he 
should  advocate  them  with  a  firm  conriction,  that 
they  would  strengthen  and  support  ail  the  tfeparate 
parts  of  the  Union  as  separate  parts,  in  the  same 
and  perhaps  in  a  greater  degree  than  they  would 
cement  and  strengthen  the  wholel  Mr.  G.  said, 
he  thought  this  too  plain  to  require  an  argument 
as  to  accumulation  of  power  in  the  arm  of  the 
General  GoTBrnment,  wnich  is  foretold  as  a  part 
of  the  arffument  to  show  the  loss  of  it  by  the 
States.  Mr.  G.  said  he  had  never  understood  that 
the  power  acquired  by  conferring  benefits  on  the 
nation  was  erer  dangerous,  on  account  of  its  in^ 
crease,  or  bv  the  frequency  of  its  exercise ;  he  al- 
ways had  beliered  that  the  reverse  of  this  was 
true :  and  that  ours  must  be  the  nQM>st  singular  of 
all  Governments,  if  its  war  and  taxing  power 
Were  harmless,  while  the  munificent  and  beneficial 
ones  which  it  could  exercise  were  dangerous. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  should  not  contend  tluit  the  right 
to  make  roads  and  canals,  is  inferred  or  got  b^ 
implication ;  but,  that  it  is  expressly  given  :  if  it 
were  not  expressly  given  it  ought  not  to  be  exer* 
cised;  he  could  not  suppose  that  in  reading' our 
hnguage,  whether  in  the  shape  of  a  constitution, 
ad^,  or  other  instrument,  we  had  any  other  than 
the  ordinary  rules  of  construction,  weU  known  to 
its  framers,  as  well  as  to  most  others ;  and  the 
rule  he  understood  to  be  that,  to  find  their  meaning, 
words  must  be  taken  in  their  ordinary  acceptation ; 
and  if  they  then  give  power  or  allow  a  thing  io 
be  done,  it  may  be  done,  unless  there  are  other 
words  which  limit  or  restrain  such  common  ac- 
ceptation, or  show  how  they  are  to  be  undentood 
dinerentiy ;  take  a  familiar  example^  almost  every 
statute  or  act  of  our  numerous  legislative  bodies 
contains  some  grant  of  general  power,  or  right  to 
do  some  particular  thing,  which  is  generally  fol^ 
lowed  with  the  proviso  or  negative  restraining  the 
extent,  to  which  such  power  or  right  might  be 
carried.  The  same  may  be  said  of  almost  every 
contract  or  writing  executed  daily  in  the  common 
a&irs  of  life ;  by  this  common  rule,  Mr.  G.  said 
he  would  attempt  to  try  some  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution. 

The  preamble  is  an  important  part  of  the  instru- 
ment ;  It  contains  a  recognition  of  all  the  legiti- 
imateobjectsof  Government,  as  the  basis  on  which 
ours  was  established;  to  form  a  more  perfect 
onion,  to  estabUsh  justice,  insure  domestic  tran- 
quillity, provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote 
the  general  welfare,  dbc.,  as  far  as  language  can 
embrace  the  powers  and  objects  of  Government ; 
they  could  not  be  more  ample  than  in  this  short 
preamble.  That  this  preamble  was  not  inserted 
put  of  mere  idleness,  he  found  sufficient  evidence 
in  the  details  of  the  instrument  in  which  the  same 
Words  were  employed :  example,  eighth  section  of 
the  first  article  treating  of  the  powers  of  Congress, 
it  declares  the  taxing  and  debt  paying  power ;  and 
then,  that  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,  in  the  very  words  of  the  preamble; 
if  these  words  mean  any  thing  less  than  they  ex^ 


press,  viz :  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 


general  welfare,  Mr.  G.  said  he  wished  to  know 
what  they  did  mean — he  would  not  attempt  to 
answer  the  verbal  criticism  of  {gentlemen,  used 
respecting  them,  but  would  submit  to  the  common 
sense  of  every  reader  of  the  languajfe.    He  con- 
ceived, that,  if  they  had  any  meaning,  it  is,  that 
Congress  may  provide  for  tne  common  welfare, 
in  relation  to  every  subject,  matter,  or  thing,  with 
which  they  are  intrusted,  and  in  which  they  are 
not  restrained  by  some  other  provision  in  the 
Constitution,  and  if  they  are  restrained  in  the 
mode  or  manner  as  to  any  particular  in  part,  then 
to  ail  relating  to  the  same  in  which  they  are  not 
restrained.    Now,  the  principal  objects  with  which 
Congress  are  intrusted,  are  those  of  war,  com- 
merce, and  revenue ;  all  that  is  needful  to  promote 
those  great  objects,  or  required,  as  a  provision  for 
the  welfare  of  them,  the  Congress  may  do ;  and 
where  is  the  danger  ?    What  are  the  evils  to  re- 
sult from  this  power?    Those  certainly,^ and  no 
others,  which  may  flow  and  result  from  the  sov- 
ereign power  of  any  Government ;  and  if  danger 
were  a  good  argument  in  this,  it  is  good  against 
forming  any  Government  or  giving  any  power, 
and  the  only  difference  between  the  characters  of 
the  same  powers  given  to  ours,  or  to  a  king,  pr 
emperor,  is  in  the  organ  who  executes  or  carries 
into  effect.    Ours  is  perfectly  safe,  because  it  is 
executed  by  the  immediate  servants  of  the  people, 
recalled  at  pleasure,  to  return  to  private  life,  and 
to  sustain  the  weight  of  their  own  bad  measures, 
if  they  adopt  any.    The  other  is  executed  without 
responsibility  or  control.    Ours  may  be  said  to  be 
the  act  of  the  people  themselves  in  relation  to 
themselves ;  the  other,  the  acts  of  a  superior  in 
power  in  relation  to  the  maintenance  of  that 
power.    The  one  is  perfectly  safe,  while  the  other 
may  be  highly  oppressive.    It  is  true,  said  Mr.  G., 
that  the  exercise  of  this  power  involves  a  great 
degree  of  discretion,  and  so  do  all  and  every  power 
^iven  either  to  Congress  or  any  other  department 
involve  the  same  degree.    It  is  the  misfortune,  if 
misfortune  it  may  be  called,  of  our  nature  and  the 
subject,  which  compel  us,  after  all,  to  submit 
almost  every  thing  to  discretion. 

The  next  inquiry  is,  said  Mr.  G.,  whether  roads 
and  canals  can,  on  any  view  of  the  power,  be  con- 
sidered as  necessary  to  the  common  welfare  or 
general  safety  in  relation  to  the  objects  enumerated; 
and,  if  they  are.  Congress,  for  aught  he  could  see, 
have  the  same  power  to  construct  them  that  they 
have  to  meet  in  the  Capitol. 

Why  is  a  road  or  a  canal  necessary  to  the  wel- 
fare or  war,  commerce,  or  revenue?  Instead  of 
answering  a  question  which  must  be  plain  to  every 
capacity,  it  may  be  asked  why  are  they  not  just 
as  much  so  as  a  ship,  a  fort,  a  lighthouse,  or  a  na- 
tional dock,  a  gun,  or  an  armory  ?  And,  as  there 
is  no  express  power  given  to  build  or  make  these, 
why  are  so  many  millions  appropriated  for  them  ? 
It  may  be  answered  that  the  general  power  of  war 
and  commerce  include  necessarily  the  power  to 
do  all  and  every  act  or  thing,  to  provide  for  their 
welfare;  and' this  is  the  true  answer.  And,  can 
it  be  true,  that  a  lighthouse  is  necessary  for  war 
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and  commerre,  a  fort  or  dock  is  Decessary  for  the 
same,  and  that  a  road  or  canal  is  not^ia  other 
words,  that  war  and  commerce  relate  lo  the  sea 
only?  Here  Congress  have  omnipotent  power. 
They  may  appropriate  millions  of  treasure,  and  en- 
rich the  sea  and  the  seaboard,  and  its  inhabitants ; 
but  to  the  land,  the  interior,  and  to  its  inhabitants, 
they  can  give  nothing;  they  have  no  power.  Can 
such  an  argument  be  maintained  £br  a  single  mo- 
ment ?  The  Constitution  says, "  provide  a  navy," 
not  build  a  navy.  It  does  not  say  any  thing  of 
either  providing  or  building  docks,  forts^  or  armo- 
ries. It  is  true,  the  power  to  build  these  may  pos- 
sibly be  inferred  from  the  clause  giving  jurisdic- 
tion over  them,  in  certaiq  cases.  But  then  this  is 
an  inferred  power  only,  and  gentlemen  are  opposed 
to  all  inferred  power;  and,  Mr.  G.  said,  be  was 
equally  opposed  to  it.  The  next  clause  in  the 
Constitution  which  bore  direct  relation  to  the 
clause  already  insisted  on,  is  that  which  gives  to 
Congress  the  power  to  make  all  laws  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  other 
powers,  &c.  This,  if  there  could  be  a  doubt  as  to 
what  it  was  intended  Congress  might  do,  most 
effectually  remove  it.  ^  There  is  no  less  than  three 
different  places  in  the  instrument  where  these  gea- 
eral  powers  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  the  Gov- 
ernment are  expressly  recognised  and  given.  Mr. 
G.  said,  both  as  to  expression  and  intention,  be 
felt  fully  authorized  to  assert  the  power  contem- 
plated in  the  bill.  But,  it  is  not  from  these  gen- 
eral provisions  alone,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  he  drew 
the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals,  but  from  others 
less  general.  The  words  *<  to  establish  post  offices 
and  post  roads,"  and  to  ^^  regulate  commerce,"  Mr. 
G.  said,  were  to  his  mind  a  conclusive  giA  of  the 
purposes  of  the  bill ;  and,  on  these  clauses,  gentle- 
men in  the  opposition  had  indulged  in  a  verbal  crit- 
cism,  the  extent  of  which  he  did  not  feel  himself 
at  liberty  to  follow.  It  was  contended  that  "  es- 
tablish" means  to  point  out  and  designate  only ; 
and  that  "  regulate  commerce"  implies  foreign 
commerce  only,  or  exterior  commerce.  The  great- 
est difficulty,  Mr.  G.  said,  into  which  gentlemen 
had  fallen,  was,  that  they  appropriated  a  meaning 
to  the  words  which  was  never  before  given  to 
them ;  and  he  was  not  sensible  of  any  greater  evil 
that  could  befall  the  Constitution  than  to  subiect 
it  to  the  rule  of  construction  contended  for.  One 
gentleman  gives  this  meaning,  and  another  that 
meaning,  to  a  word,  each  to  suit  his  own  views 
besure;  but  what  becomes  of  the  instrument? 
Why,  it  must  remain  without  meaning.  And  this 
will  happen  to  almost  every  clause  of  it ;  for  every 
important  word  has  several  distinct  meanings. 
Take  that  to  ^| establish;"  it  has  four  meanings, 
one  of  which  is  to  build.  Now,  which  shall  oe 
adopted  as  the  Constitutional  meaning  ?  Who  is 
to  decide  this  important  desideratum,  which,  Mr. 
G.said,  hewas  quite  sure  the  makers  never  dreamed 
of?  Mr.  G.  said  he  supposed  that  there  was  a 
safe,  plain  rule,  and  that  was  to  tfive  to  every 
word  all  its  meanings,  which  would  not  do  vio- 
lence to  the  context  of  this  instrument.  He  could 
see  no  other  rule ;  and,  with  this  rule,  the  Con- 
gress have  the  power  already  couteoded  fur  by  the 


supporters  of  this  bill.  But,  gentlemen  say,  if  the 
framersof  the  Constitution  intended  tbatCooffRs 
should  have  the  power,  they  would  have  iasaki 
the  very  word  "  make ;"  and,  not  having  done 
SO)  is  evidence  that  the  power  was  not  iotenM 
to  be  given.  This,  Mr.  G.  said,  was  nothing aoie 
than  a  dispute  about  the  choice  of  words. 

But,  if  It  were  a  good  objection  to  one  elm 
of  the  instrument,  it  mast  be  good  against  ill 
where  the  farorite  words  are  not  osed.  I/t « 
see  how  this  will  end,  by  citing  a  few  passes: 
"  Bach  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  itspn- 
ceedings."  This  is  a  very  important  power,  isi 
the  word  determine,  in  its  strict  sense,  con tenpltts 
something  in  existence,  on  which  to  determine. 
Yet  no  one  doubts  that  it  gives  the  poverte 
"  make,"  although  the  word  ^  make'  is  not  mi 
Again :  the  clause  to  provide  for  the  punisboxgi 
ofcounterfeiting,  &c.,  does  not  say  to  make  la«^ 
or  appropriate  money,  yet  both  are  coDstanih 
done.  To  provide  a  navy  is  not  saying  to  boiU 
or  make  a  navy.  To  provide  for  calling  forth  tJK 
militia  does  not  say  to  make  laws  tor  allis; 
them.  The  words  to  regulate  commerce  or  ddut 
war,  do  not  necesarily  mean  to  build  lighthomes. 
purchase  territory,  grant  pensions,  approprate 
milhons  to  foreign  embassies,  and  other  objecL«o( 
the  like,  which  no  one  word  in  the  Constitotin 
was  ever  pretended  to  mean.  And  yet  these  thiop 
are  every  dav  done,  and  most  of  them  very  prof* 
erly  done.  If  the  gentlemen  want  strictness  a 
the  sense  for  which  they  contend,  let  them  in  ^ 
earnest  apply  it  to  every  part  of  the  instromfB:: 
and  this  House  must  repeal  more  than  one  hslfci 
the  laws  in  our  statute  book.  All  the  post  office 
laws,  all  the  pension  laws,  all  the  lighthooseltv^ 
and  all  appropriations  for  post  roads,  and  bmdt 
others.  The  remainder  unrepealed  would  be  sbaI. 
and  Coni^ress,  in  future,  would  not  find  any  tat 
serious  difficulty  with  the  internal  concerns  of  t^ 
Union ;  they  would  be  left  mostly  to  themseh^i 
It  would  be  the  sea,  and  foreign  mattera  pnoci- 
pally,  with  which  they  would  be  engaged ;  a  link 
war  occasionally,  and,  when  it  came,  we  coot^ 
neither  march  or  transport  an  army,  or  the  moii* 
tions  of  war,  to  a  given  point,  until  the  erii  v« 
committed,  and  the  danger  past.  This  may  bei 
very  strict  construction ;  but  he  believed  it  ^» 
not  such  as  would  maintain  either  the  interest  or 
safety  of  the  Union. 

Again,  Mr.  G.  said,  gentlemen  contend  thattlie 
enumeration  of  particular  powers,  after  geo«iv 
ones,  operated  as  an  exclusion  of  ail  general  ones 
and  that,  too,  by  the  force  of  such  enumerauos. 
barely.  Gentlemen,  Mr.  G.  said,  would  gain  do- 
thin^  for  their  argument,  if  this  proposition  v0t 
admitted,  for  the  same  difficulty  would  yet  remain* 
namely,  to  fix  the  construction  of  the  diffi?rt»j 
enumerations,  of  which  some  are  particol«f  **■ 
general,  and  some  general  in  theinselves.  d91 
Mr.  G.  said,  he  denied  any  such  rule.  The  g* 
tlemen  say,  that  a  particular  enumeration  otl»*' 
ers,  by  force  of  its  particular  character,  bsHf  ^ 
persedes  all  foregoing  general  powers  which  ntfj 
include  such  particulars.  The  rule  which  he  m- 
derstood  to  be  the  sensible  one,  was,  that  the  ocr 
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tUTe  enumeratioiis  excluded  or  superseded  general 
powers  or  rights,  which  would  have  oassed,  were 
It  not  for  such  neffatives^  but  not  by  force,  barely, 
of  their  particuuir   enumerative  character,  but 
hj  that  01  their  negative  character.    And  ano- 
ther rule  is,  that,  when  things  to  be  excluded  from 
general  powers  are  expressly  named  as  excluded, 
they  operate  as  an  admission  of  all  others  not  so 
named  by  negative  words.    Now,  if  the  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen  were  true,  all  the  negative, 
words  in  the  Constitution  are  useless,  and  with- 
out meaning ;  because,  if  the  bale  enumeration  of 
powers,  not  so  general  as  other  powers,  by  force  of 
their  bare  enumeration,  were  to  exclude  all  such 
general  powers^  then  the  negative  words  can  have 
no  effect;  or,  it  they  have  any  effect,  then,  inas- 
much as  they  are  particular  enumieratious,  they 
exclude,  as  well  without  the  negative  words  as 
with  them.    If  this  be  true  at  all.  it  must  be  true 
in  ail  cas^  and  then  every  and  the  smallest  enu- 
meration of  any  particular  power  would  exclude 
all  general  power ;  and.  as  the  Constitution  pro- 
fesses to  deal  in  general  powers,  some  of  which 
are  more  and  some  less  general,  and  to  rely  for 
their  exclusion  in  any  particular  case,  on  negative 
wordsj  the  consequence  would  be,  that  a  smaller 
gift  ot  power,  by  reason  of  its  small ness,  would 
exclude  a  general  greater  potver.    This,  Mr.  G. 
said,  it  appeared  tobim  was  neither  sensible,  true, 
nor  safe.    If  the  role  of  gentlemen  could  obtain, 
the  enumeration  and  negative  would  mean  the 
same,  and  the  reason  wny  negative  provisions 
were  ever  construed  to  imply  powers  not  negatived, 
is  because  they  can  be  fairly  deduced  from  the 
general  provisions,  and  without  the  limitation  of 
negative  words,  would  have  no  restriction — ^it  fol- 
lows, then,  that  general  powers,  given  in  general 
words,  may  be  exercised,  unless  where  restrained 
or  limited  by  negative  words.    "  To  provide  for 
the  common  delence  and  general  welfare,"  to 
make  all  laws  which  may  be  necessary  and  prop- 
er, are  powers  as  large  and  general  as  \^ords  could 
make  them.  And  how  are  they  restrained  7  Why, 
by  negative  words  or  provisions  in  the  instru- 
ment, in  a  great  number  of  instances,  among 
whicn  are  those  relating  to  rights  of  persons,  prop- 
erty, and  States,  viz :  Private  property  shall  not 
be  taken  without  just  compensation,  no  bill  of  at- 
tainder, or  ex  post  factolskw,  shall  be  passed  ;  the  ju- 
dicial power  of  the  United  States  shall  not  extend 
to  any  suit  against  a  State.    These,  with  many 
other  negative  provisions^  of  the  instrument,  re- 
strain, not  only  the  power  of  Congress,  but  that 
of  other  departments ;  and,  most  generally,  from 
doing  acts  in  themselves  odious,  or  which  would 
lead  to  oppression.   If  Congress  should  pass  a  law 
to  sue  a  State,  this  law  would  be  a  dead  letter. 
And  why  1    Is  it  because  the  right  to  do  so  i? 
taken  away  by  a  particular  enumeration  of  pow- 
ers ?    No.    It  is  by  virtue  of  an  express  negative 
given  to  such  right. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  should  not  pretend  to  answer 
all  the  objections  urged  by  the  opposition.  His 
principal  view  was  to  persuade  himself  that  the 
Government,  amone  all  its  strong  and  hard  pow- 
ers, might  safely  and  constitutionally  include  some 


of  the  munificent  and  good  ones.  ,  He  hoped  we 
were  not  forbidden  to  confer  some  blessings,  some 
solid  and  lasting  evidences,  that  the  general  hap- 
piness and  prosperity  is  not  entirely  left  out  of  a  sys- 
tem which  it  is  said  more  than  any  other  was  de- 
signed to  promote  both.  He  was  not  now  prepared 
to  defend  any  power  which,  in  its  tendency,  should 
endanger  eitJier  personal  or  State  security ;  and  it 
would  be  in  time  to  oppose  the  exercise  of  such 
an  one,  when  an  opportunity  was  offered  for  it. 
That  now  contended  for  wa^  in  his  humble  opin- 
ion, of  an  entirely  opposite  character.  He  should, 
therefore,  support  it,  as  the  first  direct  step  towards 
a  system  which  was  inseparably  connected  with 
the  wealth  and  happiness  of  the  Union. 

The  situation  or  the  West,  Mr.  G.  said,  had 
been  often  referred  to  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
and,  not  unfreqoently,  for  objects  which  ought 
not,  in  his  opinion,  to  enter  into  this  or  any  other 
debate  on  this  floor.  He  should  consider  the  West 
as  an  integral  portion  of  the  Union,  as  inseparable 
from  it,  and  indispensable  to  it-^ot  as  the  West 
on  account  of  itself,  but  as  giving  its  due  share  of 
power  and  importance  to  a  great  Union,  which 
would  be  less  without,  and,  of  course,  greater  with 
it — a  portion  of  the  Union  now  an  extreme,  but 
which  was  shortly  to  form  the  great  centre. 

This  portion  of  country,  Mr.  G.-said,  was  wa- 
tered by  some  of  the  largest  rivers  in  the  known 
world,  embracing  an  extent,  variety,  and  fertility 
of  soU,  not  any  where  surpassed ;  with  a  climate 
happilV  adapted  to  the  pursuits  of  husbandry  or 
manufactures;  it  is  rapidly  peopling,  and,  with- 
out includiug  any  of  its  Southern  provinces,  pro- 
duces, for  exportation,  annually,  more  than  three 
millions  of  dollars  value,  in  products.    Its  rivers, 
which  Iqrm  the  channels  of  transportation,  unite 
their  waters  with  the  ocean  at  one  place  only,  and 
that  at  a  distance  from  the  Atlantic  cities,  almost 
equal  to  a  voyage  to  Europe,  and  more  than  equal 
to  one  to  many  of  her  provinces.    Instead  of  riv- 
ers which  flow  East,  to  facilitate  an  intercoorae, 
the  mountain  interposes  its  barrier ;  all  these  give 
indications  of  the  design  of  distinct  and  separate 
empire.    Rivers  which  are  the  principal  channels 
of  transportation,  swell  periodically,  and  are  then 
most  favorable  to  the  object.    This  crowds  upon 
their  waters  all  the  products  at  once;  they  all 
have  but  one  direction,  and  simultaneously  meet 
at  the  same  market;  this  i»  situated  at  an  un- 
healthy point,  in  a  low  latitude,  fatal  not  only  to 
the  products,  but  to  the  lives  of  those  engaged  in 
their  transportation.    These  circumstances,  un- 
healthy climate,  its  tendency  to  destroy  the  pro- 
duct, the  quantity,  necessarily  thrown  m  at  one 
period,  all  tend  to  render  it  the  most  improper  and 
unfit  and  dangerous  market  in  the  world,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  immense  loss  of  property  which 
occurs  annually ;  that  of  human  life,  is  an  alarm- 
ing evil  to  the  West;  there  is  scarcely  a  district 
or  neighborhood  which  does  not  contain  the  wid- 
ows and  orphans  of  those  who  have  fallen  victinis 
to  the  necessity  of  seeking  this  market,  and  this 
the  only  dangerous  one  in  the  Union.    The  busi- 
ness of  transportation  in  the  West,  is  necessarily 
in  a  great  measure  confined  to  the  farmers  j  the 
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price  is  too  low  to  warrant  the  employmeiit  of 
many  agents  in  tiie  transportation.  The  growers 
are  obliged  to  construet  cheap  vehicies,  and  go  in 
person  to  efiect  a  sale.  During  the  period  of  the 
European  wars,  the  price  was  such  as  afforded  a 
rich  inducement  for  the  enterprise ;  now  it  is  fre- 
quently less  than  the  expense  of  transportation. 
And  yet  the  citizen,  incited  by  that  enterprise 
which  is  so  much  the  character  of  an  American, 
whom  no  difficulties  can  discourage,  over  bad 
roads  and  dangerous  rivers,  from  the  bosom  of  a 
wilderness,  still  seeks  a  market,  distant  almost 
«s  Europe-— not  from  choice,  but  necessity.  But 
while  he  is  compiled  to  seek  it,  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  his  enterprise  and  industry  must 
constantly  languish.  Another  circumstance,  more 
applicable  to  this  portion  of  the  Union  than  to 
most  others,  was  the  fall  of  its  banking  institu- 
tions, an  almost  total  drain  of  its  specie ;  while 
the  East  preserves  a  considerable  abundance.  And 
will  any  one  pretend  that  the  West  ia  less  indus- 
trious and  economical  than  the  East  ? 

These,  Mr.  G.  said,  were  not,  to  his  mind,  local 
evils,  and  local  and  sectional  complaints.  They 
were  all  national  objects  of  the  first  magnitude, 
and  those  which  srew  out  of  national  and  general 
circumstances.  What  is  the  remedy  for  them  ? 
A  union  of  the  waters  of  the  Susquehanna  and 
Ohio,  or  of  the  Lakes  and  Ohio,  removes  all  these 
evils;  it  prostrates  the  mountain  barrier ;  it  con- 
verts an  unsafe  and  unhealthy  and  deadly  market 
to  a  safe  and  enriching  one ;  it  raises  enterprise ; 
it  diffuses  industry  «nd  wealth,  not  locally,  not 
to  the  West  alone,  but  to  the  whole  nation^-to 
GJeorgiaand  Maine^  as  well  as  to  the  banks  of 
Missouri,  and  in  equal  proportion.  It  must  be 
known  tnat  the  net  products  of  the  West  sell  for 
but  little  more  than  one-half  of  the  price  of  the 
same  products  in  the  East ;  at  the  same  time  the 
citizen  of  the  West  pays  a  heavy  per  cent,  higher 
for  all  imported  articles,  than  is  paid  by  those  of 
the  East.  This  operates  as  a  twofdd  drawback 
on  Western  capital  and  industry ;  and  are  these 
not  all  national  objects  ?  Is  it  not  at  all  times  a 
national  object  to  save  the  useless  waste  of  mil- 
lions, which  can  always  be  appropriated  to  nro- 
mote  useful  industry?  Must  we  not,  said  A(r. 
Q.,  equalize  our  markets,  by  cheapening  and  fa- 
cilitating transportation,  beiore  we  can  undersell 
Europe  in  manufactures  ?  And  can  it  be  denied 
that  roads  and  canals  are  the  true  and  sure  foun- 
dation bi  manufactures?  If  internal  improve- 
ments are  useful  lo  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
manufactures^  the  fact  of  their  being  national  ob- 
jects is  established ;  and  then  the  arffument,  that 
they  belong  more  properly  to  individual  than  to 
national  enterprise,  faUs  to  the  ground  ]  for  it  is 
equally  good  against  every  national  undertaking. 
The  cost  of  a  system  of  internal  improvement  is 
also  urged  as  an  objection.  It  is  said  that  we  owe 
a  national  debt,  and  that  this  must  be  paid,  and  a 
surplus  revenue  accumulated  before  we  commence 
the  system.  Mr«  G.  said  he  wished  that  this  very 
honest  precaution  had  been  thought  of  heretofore, 
when  so  many  millions  have  Men  spent  in  use- 
lass  objects,  which  he  would  not  now  name.;  and 


as  for  accumulation  of  reTenue,  that  was  not  t 
law  of  the  times;  it  had  no  place  in  oiirp(^ey: 
and  if  internal  improvements  were  not  to  m  com- 
menced until  a  surplus  revenue  was  saved,  be 
feared  it  would  be  a  long  period  before  their  ble&- 
inss  would  be  felt ;  that  he  was  anxious  to  seeti^ 
debt  paid  and  the  revenue  saved,  and  to  attaio  tbf 
object,  he  should  select  a  system  of  interna}  im- 
provement.   If  this  would  not  enable  us  to  raise 
a  revenue,  he  believed  we  should  long  rcnuio 
poor ;  for  he  »w  no  other  means  which  had  cot 
oeen  iritd.    To  this  object  he  shotild,  thereforp. 
look  with  confidence.    To  this  he  was  ready  to 
devote  a  few  millions,  which,  otherwise,  woold  be 
lost.    He  was  convinced  that  the  interest,  as  well 
as  the  wHl  of  the  nation,  imperiouslv  called  for  \i 
and  that  it  should  not  be  delayed  a  singie  mo- 
ment. 
When  Mr.  Gazlat  had  taken  his  seat— 
Mr.  Neale,  of  Maryland,  said,  he  would  not 
trespass  long  upon  the  patience  of  the  CommittK. 
which  he  had  no  doubt  was  an  acceptable  pleds^ 
at  this  late  period  of  the  discussion.   But  he  wooli! 
take  the  liberty  to  present,  briefly,  some  of  the  cos- 
elusions  to  which  his  mind   bad  been  brooflit 
(upon  the  ConstitiKional  question)  in  the  exaoii- 
nation  which  he  had  been  able  to  give  the  sabjeci 
and  to  notice  some  of  the  arguments  urged  agaios: 
the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration.   This  Government,  Mr.  N.  said,  wa5i 
government  of  delegated  powers — a  limited  gov- 
ernment — ^but  the  limitation  existed  in  relatioo  te 
the  number  and  character  of  the  powers  delegated 
to  Congress  by  the  Constitution,  and  not  to  th« 
full  andcomplete  exercise  of  such  as  are  delegated : 
to  these  he  knew  of  no  other  limitation  or  check. 
but  such  as  grew  out  of  an  ex^cise  of  a  soooi! 
discretion  in  the  public  functionaries ;  and,  for  a 
proper  and  judicious  exercise  of  such  discretion. 
the  conscience  of  each  member,  and  the  represec- 
tative  principle  of  our  Government,  furnish  tbe 
only  checks.    In  taking  a  view  of  the  terms  ased 
in  the  Constitution,  in  the  several  grants  of  power 
to  Congress,  he  did  not  believe  more  appropriate 
language  could  have  been  used  to  convey  perftc' 
and  complete  power  to  Congress  over  the  several 
subjects  mentioned.    The  terms  used  in  the  ser^ 
ral  grants  of  power  taken  in  relation  to  the  sab- 
jects  specified,  may  be  considered  as  convertible 
terms,  and  were  intended  to  give  to  Congress  ftiH 
power  over  the  several  subjects  mentioned,  anj! 
over  the  necessary  and  proper  nieans  to  carry  sod 
power  into  execution,  to  effectuate  beneficial  psr- 
poses.    Mr.  N.  said,  ne  would  not  disclaim  aaj 
of  the  specified  powers  in  the  Constitution,  to 
which  the  advocates  of  tbe  bill  had  resorted,  to 
show  that  the  great  objects  looked  to  by  tbe  bill 
under  discussion,  were  legitimate  means  to  carrr 
into  execution  such  power,  but  he  would  denvtbe 
soundness  of  the  argument  drawn  from  the  cir- 
cumstance, that,  as  the  friends  of  the  bill  selected 
different  specified  powers  in  the  Constitotioo,  to 
show  that  Congress  had  power  to  pass  the  bill 
that  the  power,  therefore,  aid  not  exist.    Sir,  said 
Mr.  N.,  is  it  not  obvious,  and  does  it  not  freqaeotfr 
happen,  that  similar  legislative  acts  are  means ae- 
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iSBuy  and  proper  to  carry  intaexecnttoii  Tonoos 
rants  of  power  in  the  Constitution,  and  tbat  the 
}wer  of  UoDgress  to  pass  sach  aets  may  be  fairly 
Niacible  from  more  than  one  of  the  specified 
ywers  cofttained  in  the  Constitution ;  that,  there- 
re,  Coogrees  has  no  power  to  pass  such  acts  ? 
I  other  words,  it  is  saying  that,  because  the  power 
act  is  given  to  Congress  in  more  than  one  clause 
;'  the  Constitution,  therefore  Congress  has  no 
^bt  to  act  at  all.  Certatnly  such  an  argument 
entitled  to  no  weight. 

In  reference  to  that  grant  of  poii^er  in  the  Con- 
itotioD  which  says,  '^Congress  shall  hare  power 
establish  post  oflkes  and  post  roads,'^  Mr*  N. 
id  he  had  heard  much  criticism  and  refinement 
argument,  which  he  could  not  believe  a  good 
ile  to  adopt  in  construing  the  Contlitution';  but 
t  us,  for  a  moment,  look  to  what  results  this 
ode  of  reasoning  will  brin^  us.  It  is  contended 
r  some  gentlemen  who  resist  the  passeffe  of  this 
11,  upon  the  ground  that  it  would  violate  State 
;lits,  that  the  power  to  ^*  establish  post  roads," 
eans  nothing  more  than  to  designate  the  road  on 
btch  the  mail  is  to  be  carried,  or  to  impart  a 
pA  character  tasuch  road,  which  fives  the  Unt- 
il States  the  right  of  way  over  it,  conceding, 
iwever,  that  the  State  through  which  such  road 
ay  pass,  would  hare  no  right  to  obstruct  or  de- 
t>y  it,  by  which  the  right  of  way  would  be  ren- 
red  useless;  but  that  it  would  ble  a  violation  of 
tate  rights  for  Congress  to  make  a  road  through 
ly  State. 

Mr.  N.  said,  it  appeared  to  him  tbat  gentlemen 
iaed  nothing  in  favor  of  State  rights  by  this 
stiDction ;  for  the  States  have  as  much  riffht  to 
^struct  or  destroy  a  road  within  their  jurisdiction 
to  make  one;  and  by  this  designation,  or  le^i 
laracter  imparted  to  the  road,  the  State  through 
liich  it  may  pass  is  prohibited  from  obstructing 
destroying  such  road,  which  is  as  much  an  en- 
oachment  upon  her  sovereign  rights,  as  to  make 
eh  roads ;  and,  if  it  is  contendea  that  the  States 
ive  a  right  to  obstruct  or  destroy  such  road,  then 
e  powers  of  Congress  are  limited,  indeed,  and 
e  clause  of  the  Constitution  just  referred  to  ought 
read — Congress  shall  have  power  to  establish 
St  offices  and' post  roads,  provided  the  State, 
rough  which  such  road  may  pass,  will  consent 
ereto. 

These,  said  Mr.  N.,  are  some  of  the  conclusions 
which  such  refinement  in  argument  will  lead 
,  and  which  he  thought  pretty  coneknsive  of  its 
iacy.  But,  said  Mr.  N.,  that  grant  of  power  in 
e  Constitution,  which  appeared  to  him  most 
Delusive  in  favor  of  the  right  of  Congress  to 
ss  the  bill  under  consideration,  and  to  proceed 
the  great  work  of  internal  ioiprovement,  which 
is  intended  as  a  preparation  tot,  is  that  which 
ys,  <<  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate 
nroerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  amonff  the 
^eral  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes ;"  and 
re,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  view  which 
had  taken  upon  this  grant  of  power  in  as  con- 
(e  and  brief  a  manner  as  possible,  Mr.  N.  said, 
would  consider  the  subject  of  commerce  in  a 
ree-fold  point  of  view :  nrst,  foreign  or  external 


commerce,  as  regards  the  Uniop ;  second,  internal 
commerce,  as  regards  each  particular  State;  and 
third,  commerce  among  .the  several  States,  which 
may  be  denominated  internal,  as  regards  the  Union, 
but  external  as  regards  particular  States  within 
the  Union.  .Over  foreign  commerce,  by  virtue  of 
the  grant  of  power  to  rebate  commerce,  the  Con- 
gress have  always  exercised  complete  control,  and, 
consequently,  over  all  the  means  necessary  and 
proper  to  the  exercise  of  that  power,  any  part  may 
oe  destroyed  by  prohibitory  duties,  or  the  whole 
by  non-intercourse  or  embargo  laws;  and  I  pre- 
sume it  will  not  be  denied  that  Congress  may 
adopt  the  necessary  means-  to  originate  fbreign 
commerce  where  it  does  not  exist,  and  all  this  in 
virtue  of  the  grant  of  power  to  r^^ulate  commerce, 
precisely  the  same  word  that  is  used  in  relation  to 
commerce  among  the  several  States.  Again,  said 
Mr.  N.,  DO  one  will  deny  that  the  States  have 
power  over  commerce  while  confined  within  their 
respective  limiu ;  and  it  will  be  also  conceded, 
that  roads  and  canals  are  means  necessary  and 
proper,  and  (to  use  the  expression  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son's celebrated  report)  appropriate,  also,  to  carry 
on  commerce  from  one  given  point  to  another  in 
the  same  State,  and  that  these  means  are  ordina- 
rily resorted  to  for  that  purpose.  Now,  said  Mr. 
N.,  as  Congress  have  the  same  power  over  com- 
merce among  the  several  States  as  over  foreign 
commerce,  and  as  the  States  are  prohibited  by  the 
10th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Constitution 
from  entering  into  anv  agreements  or  compacts 
with  each  other,  which  would  be  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  enable  them  to  adopt  judicious  mea- 
sures m  relation  to  that  branch  of  commerce,  it 
seems  to  follow,  as  a  necessarv  consequence,  that 
Congress  must  have,  and  was  intended  by  the  wise 
framers  of  the  Constitution  to  have,  full  power  to 
adopt  all  necessary  and  proper  measures  to  pro- 
mote and  carry  on  commerce  among  the  several 
States,  in  as  amj^e  a  manner  as  a  State  would 
have  within  its  proper  jurisdiction ;  and  as  roads 
and  canals  are  the  usual,  necessary,  and  proper 
means  adopted  by  the  States,  within  their  juris- 
diction, it  cannot  be  said  that  they  are  not  neces- 
sary and  proper  means  to  carry  into  execution  the 
power  grainted  to  Congress  to  regulate  commerce 
amolig  the  several  States.  Again,  Mr.  Chairman, 
said  Mr.  N^^  if  you  deny  to  Congress  the  power 
contended  for,  to  adopt  all  sudi  measures  as  may 
be  necessary  and  pn^er  to  regulate,  to  promote, 
to  facilitate  the  commerce  among  the  several 
States,  that  power  is  annihilatni,  it  exists  lio- 
where  else  in  our  Government,  and  it  would  fol-' 
k>w,  as  a  necessary  conseqiience,  that  the  power 
over  those  means  so  essential  for  promoting  the 
wealth  and  happiness  of  this  people,  so  essential 
to  the  well-being  of  all  Governments,  is. not  to  be 
found  in  the  United  States,  or  in  the  States  sev- 
erally. Sir,  said  Mr.  N.,  the  conclusions  to  which 
I  have  been  brought  by  this  course  of  reasqning,  is 
conclusive  to  my  mind  that  the  power  granted  to 
Congress,  by  the  Constitution,  to  regulate  com- 
merce among  the  several  States,  gives  to  Con^ 
ress  the  power  to  adopt  the  measures  looked  to 
y  the  bill  under  discussion,  as  necessary  and 
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proper  to  carrf  into  execution  such  power.  As 
my  object  in  rising,  Mr.  Chatrman,  said  Mr.  N., 
was  briefly  to  present  some  of  my  views  of  the 
Constitutional  question  which  lias  been  so  elabo- 
rately discussed,  I  should  forfeit  the  pledge  I  gave 
the  Committee  were  I  not  now  to  conclude. 

When  Mr.  N.  concluded,  a  general  call  for  the 
question  resounded  from  all  quarters  of  the  House; 
when  Mr.  Livinoston,  of  Louisiana,  rose,  and  re- 
quested that  the  Committee  might  rise. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and,  having  obtain- 
ed leave  to  sit  again,  the  House  acfjottmed  to 
Monday. 

Men  DAY,  February  9. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a  memorial  of  the  May- 
or, Aldermen,  and  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  stating  that,  of  late  years,  several  islands, 
lying  in  and  around  the  harbor  of  that  city,  and 
which  constitute  the  safety  and  defence  of  said 
harbor,  have  been  greatly  injured  hj  the  action  of 
the  waves,  and  of  tempests;  by  whic)i  the  exist- 
ence and  utility  of  the  harbor  is  much  endangered, 
and  praying  the  aid  of  the  National  Government 
in  the  execution  of  such  works  as  mav  be  found 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  these  islands  from 
annual  dilapidation  from  the  ocean  and  from  the 
elements;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 
X^  ^  Mr.  Webster  presented  a  remonstrance  of  mer- 
chants, manufacturers,  mechanics,  and  others,  of 
Boston,  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  pend- 
ing before  this  House,  '*  to  amend  the  several  acts 
for  imposing  duties  on  imports ;''  the  tariff  of  du- 
ties proposed  by  said  bill,  and  the  principles  on 
whicn  it  is  avowedly  founded ;  as  having  a  ten- 
dency, however  different  may  be  the  motives  of 
those  who  recommend  them^  to  diminish  the  in- 
dustry, impede  the  prosperity,  and  corrupt  the 
morals  of  the  people.--*Referred. 
n.i4y  Mr.  Cambrelem Q  presented  a  memorial  and  re- 
^  monstrance  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the 

city  of  New  York,  remonstrating  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  now  pending  &fore  this  House, 
'*  to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports," as  containing  principles  and  details  deeply 
and  injuriously  affecting  the  rights  and  interests 
of  almost  every  class  ol  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Cambrelbno  also  presented  a  similar  me- 
morial, from  the  importers  and  venders  of  hard- 
ware in  (he  city  of  New  York,  so  far  as  the  interest 
of  that  branch  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the 
United  States  is  concerned. 

Mr.  I H  OH  AM  presented  a  resolution  adopted  by 
the  Gkneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, entitled  "A  resolution  for  the  better  protec- 
tion of  domestic  manufactures."' 

Mr.  Poinsett  presented  a  memorial  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  against  the 
passage  .of  the  bill  now  pending  before  this  House, 
to  amend  the  several  aets  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports ;  as  calculated,  in  the  opinion  of  the  memo- 
rialists, most  deeply  to  affect  the  great  interests  of 
the  agricultural  States,  perhaps  even  to  work  their 
speedy  and  utter  ruin. 


Mr.  WRr<}BTj>reaented  a  resolotion  adopted  bf 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Obio,a- 
pressive  of  their  opinion,  that  further  aid  and  mm 
effective  measures  should  be  adopted  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  for  the  promotion  ad 
protection  uf  American  mannfactares. 

The  said  memorials,  remonstrances,  and  resoiih 
tions,  were  committed  to  the  Committee  of  tk 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  wkid 
is  committed  the  bill  to  amend  the  serefalicii 
imposing  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  MoRGAV  presented  a  petition  of  soodiy 
aliens,  residing  in  the  city  and  coanty  of  Nev 
York,  priying  that  the  laws  upon  the  subject  ef 
naturalization  may  be  so  amended  as  to  afort 
greater  facilities  to  foreigners,  wbo  may  ioteod  ti 
become  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cahbrelbicg  presented  the  petition  of  su; 
dry  citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York,  on  behiii 
of  the  aliens  who  have  signed  the  petition  ki 
presented. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Trns^s 
of  the  Columbian  College  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, praying  Congress  to  i^r^t  them  a  loa 
of  fifty  tnousand  dollars,  for  the  terra  of  ten  yevi, 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payibie 
quarterly. 

Mr.  Farbelly  presented  a  petition  of  Johaui 
Collins,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  wife  of  Job 
Collins,  praying  to  be  divorced  from  her  said  bo^ 
band,  on  tfaie  grounds  of  personal  abuse  and  i 
usage,  and  having  abandoned  her  without  omI- 
ing  any  provision  for  her  maintenance. 

Mr.  Ilent  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Preo- 
dent  and  Direetors  of  the  Provident  Associaoa 
of  Clerks,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  prayn; 
for  certain  alterations  and  modifications,  tbercn 
mentioned,  in  the  act  incorporating  the  said  ^ 
ciation. 

Mr.  WaiGHT  presented,  certain  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  ol 
Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  adopt  measures  for  tk 
ffradual  abolition  of  slavery,  within  the  United 
States. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Cols' 
mittee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  LsTCHBa  presented  a  remonstrance  of  tk 
State  of  Kentucky,  asainst  the  decision  of  t&e 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  on  the  oera- 
pyinff  claimant  laws  of  the  State  of  Kentuckr: 
which  remonstrance  was  committed  to  the  Cm- 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  stale  of  ik 
Union. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  Docicr 
James  Smith,  late  Agent  of  Vaceination  o(  t^t^ 
United  States,  calling  the  attention  of  Congr^ 
to  the  alarming  increase  of  the  small  pox  witbin 
the  United  States,  and  praying  that  m€isure:i0>f 
be  adopted  for  the  distribution  of  geanine  nccxaf 
matter  throughout  the  United  Sutes,  by  theair 
pointment  ol  a  central  vaccine  agent,  or  so^ 
other  means  as  may  be  deemed  must  conducin 
to  the  public  welfare;  which  meoiorial  was  rr 
ferred  to  a  select  committtee.  And,  Mr.  Giii^^ 
Mr.  CoMOicT,  Mr.  Flotd,  Mr.  Abbot,  and  *«»• 
Eaton,  were  appointed  said  committee. 
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Mr.  Wright  presented  a  resolatioa  adopted  by 
the  Greoerai  Assembly  of  the  State  ol'  Ohio,  in 
relation  to  the  three  per  cent,  fund  reserved  from 
the  amoant  of  sales  of  public  lands  in  that  State. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Campbsll,  of  Ohio,  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  Columbian  Institute,  graving  that  a  piece  of 
public  ground,  in  the  City  ol  Washington,  therein 
described,  may  be  granted  to  them,  to  be  attached 
to,  and  made  part  of,  their  botanic  garden ;  which 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Mr. 
Campbrll  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Brbck,  Mr.  Ho  loom  bb, 
Mr.  Kbnt,  and  Mr.  Poinsbtt,  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

Mr.  Francis  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Oflice  and  Post  Roads^  reported  a  bill  to 
reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  establishing  the 
Post  Office  Department;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Company, 
of  the  Merchants'  Bank,  in  Newport,  Rhode 
Island,"  reported  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  said,  bill  ought  not  to  pass.  The  bill 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  mes9age  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for 
the  settlement  of  private  land  claims,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,"  with  amendments.  They  have 
also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  a^t  to  revive  and 
coatioue  in  force,  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  fixing 
the  compensations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives ;  of  the 
clerks  employed  in  their  omoen,  and  of  the  Li- 
brarian ;  in  which  amendments  and  bill  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Cockj:, 
on  Friday,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to,  .by  the 
House. 

Ordendj  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Henry  Lee,  be  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  ffiven  to  withdraw  the 
petition  and  documents  of  Nathaniel  Mofiatt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crafts, 

BeaUvedj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  road  from 
St.  Alban's,  through  Sheldon,  to  Berkshire,  in  the 
State  of  Vermont. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vinton, 

JUfolwd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expedieney  of  establishing  a  post  route  from 
Gallipolis,  by  Vernon  Northup's,  to  Burlington, 
the  county  seat  of  the  county  of  Lawrence,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Milleb, 

Re9olvtd,  That  the  memorial  of  Warder  and 
Brothers,  attorneys  in  fact  for  the  trustees  of  Fry 
and  Spalding,  formerly  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 

eiia,  which  memorial  is  now  on  the  files  of  this 
ouse,  be,  together  with  the  accompanying  doca- 


ments,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Manqum, 

Eeiolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  inquire  into  the  expediencv 
of  estabhshine  a  post  route  from  Raleigh,  Nortn 
Carolina,  to  Haywood,  in  the  county  of  Chatham* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MANGuai» 

Resolved  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  post  route  from  Raleigh,  Nortn 
Carolina,  by  way  of  the  Fish  Dam,  Neuse,  and 
Mount  Tirza,  to  Roxborough. 

MISSISSIPPI  AND  OHIO  RIVERS. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFfi  offered  a  resolution  directing 
an  inquiry,  by  a  select  committee,  what  farther 
steps  it  was  proper  for  the  Government  to  take  in 
relation  to  the  improvement  of  th^  Mississippi 
and  Ohio  rivers. 

Mr.  WicKUFPB  stated  that  survey?  and  inqui- 
ries had  been  made  on  the  subject,  and  were  in 
possession  of  the  proper  department  The  object 
of  his  resolution  was  to  ur^e  the  Gfovernment  to  put 
those  means  into  operation,  of  which  they  were 
already  in  possession.  He  was  happy  to  find  that 
even  the  oponents  of  the  bill  now  pending  on  the 
subject  of  internal  improvements,  conceded  that 
Grovemment  might,  constitutionally,  act  on  the 
improvement  of  the  Mississippi.  He  would  not 
detain  the  House  with  dilating  on  the  import- 
ance of  the  measure  to  be  accomplished,  not  only 
by  those  who  were  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
these  rivers,  but  to  the  Union  at  large — the  obsta- 
cles were  such  as  might  easily  be  removed,  and 
whose  removal  would  in  a  very  short  time  repay 
its  own  expense  fourfold. 

After  some  conversation  between  the  mover 
and  Mr.  Cocke,  as  to  the  reference  of  the  reso- 
lution— 

Mr.  WiCKLiPFB  consented  to  withdraw  it  for  the 
present,  till  further  information  was  obtained. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANA.L8. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  for  obtaining  the  requisite  sur- 
veys and  estimates  on  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  LiviNoaTON,  of  Louisiana,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

1  would  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  L.,  have 
obtruded  myself  at  all  on  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee-^most  certainly,  not  at  this  late  stage  of 
the  debate,  but  for  an  idea  that  has  been  frequently 
thrown  out,  sometimes  in  the  tone  of  complaint, 
sometimes  in  that  of  reproach,  but  always  with 
an  assumption  of  the  fact,  that  those  who  support 
this  measure^  do  it  without  a  due  regard  to  the 
Constitution  ;  that  there  are  those  in  this  House^ 
(and  they  are  spoken  of  as  a  body,  having  a  com- 
mon object,  and  common  tenets,)  who,  to  attain 
any  great  political  object,  think  that  the  end  jus- 
tifies the  means;  and  that  the  Constitution  is  to 
be  disregardiKl  whenever  its  provisions  oppose 
that  which  their  zeal  and  heated  imaginations 
prompt  them  to  believe  is  for  the  public  good ;  that 
they  (naturallyenough,  if  such  be  their  principles,) 
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discourage  all  Conatitatioiial  objeetionB,  and  tbink 
it  idle  to  discuss  them. 

Now,  sir,  if  there  be  any  who  snpport  the  bill 
on  these  principles,  I  must  assure  the  House,  and 
the  nation,  that  thev  are  not  mine ;  if  there  be 
such  a  sect,  of  which  I  hare  no  other  cTidence  than 
the  charges  I  haye  alluded  to,  it  is  a  duty  I  owe 
to  myselL  to  disclaim  them  and  their  tenets,  to  re- 
nounce all  kind  of  community  with  them,  and  de- 
clare my  utter  abhorrence  of  the  political  doctrines 
that  are  attributed  to  them.  Independent  of  the 
oath  we  have  all  registered  in  Heaven,  to  support 
the  Constitution,  there  is  such  an  absurdity,  as 
well  as  depravity,  in  avowing  a  disregard  to  that 
Constitution,  from  which  alone  we  derive  our  in- 
dividual political  existence,  and  pointing  to  any 
national  object,  however  splendid,  as  a  justifica* 
tion  for  subyerting  that,  without  whiefa,  neither 
it  nor  any  of  its  institutions,  can  ezist-««s  cannot^ 
without  a  reproach  to  this  honorable  body,  be  sup- 
posed to  attach  to  any  of  its  members. 

How  far  the  discussion  of  Constitutional  ques- 
tions has  heretofore  been  discouraged,  I  know  not  \ 
but,  for  myself,  I  have  always  considered  theni  as 
of  the  highest  importance;  and  cannot  believe 
that  the  time  is  ever  lost,  which  is  employed  in 
examining  the  character  and  bearings  and  true 
construction  of  that  excellent  form  of  C^vernment, 
which,  I  trust,  is  to  connect  us  forever. 

I  stand,  sir,  in  a  situation,  with  regard  to  the 
measure  proposed  by  this  bill,  that  is  not  common 
to  many,  perhaps  to  none  of  the  members  of  the 
'  Committee.  This  subject  has  been,  in  the  Atlantic 
and  Western  States,  one  that  occupied  public  at- 
tention for  man^r  years ;  it  has  been  the  object  of 
discussion  in  this  House,  and  of  disquisitions  in 
the  papers,  and  in  private  discourse,  until  the  ar* 

fnments  have  become  trite^  aad  almost  every  in- 
ividual,  whoseopittionis  etany  worth,  has  formed 
one  on  the  question. 

In  the  remote  part  of  the  Union  where  I  live, 
the  political  questions  which  agitate  the  other 
States,  do  not  acquire  so  intense  an  interest.  The 
debates  of  Congress  are  not  frequently  republished ; 
the  people,  in  general,  having  the  most  unbound-^ 
ed  conndence  in  the  wisdom  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, do  not  pelend  to  direct  it  by  their  sug- 
gestions ;  hence,  it  happens,  that  this  great  object 
was  not  forced  upon  my  attention ;  and  that, 
wholly  absorbed  by  professional  duties,  and  some 
of  a  public  nature,  closelv  connected  with  profeft- 
sional  pursuits,  I  came  here  with  no  other  than 
general  impressions  on  the  propriety  of  the  meas- 
ure now  under  discussion.  I  had  no  favorite  sys* 
tern  to  support ;  no  pride  of  opinion  to  gratify ; 
but  broujght  to  the  debate  a  mind  sincer^y  open 
to  conviction,. and  unbiassed  by  any  prejudice ; 
or,  if  I  had  any  leaning,  it  was  one  which  led  me 
to  guard  against  any  assumption  of  power,  by  the 
General  Government,  in  deroption  of  those  vest- 
ed in  the  States ;  a  habit  oi  thinking,  acquired 
very  early  in  my  political  life,  one  timt  was  fos- 
tered by  all  my  associations,  as  Well  as  confirmed 
by  reflection — and  although  I  do  not  now  appre- 
hend so  mueh  danger  from  that  quarter,  as  I  once 
did,  although  I  see  none  in  the  present  measure, 


yet  I  am  not  disposed  to  yi^  the  honor,  tkei 
ger,  or  even  the  reproach,  of  protecting  dteCoi* 
stitntion  and  the  State  rights,  to  those  wiw  seoa 
to  assume  the  character  of  their  cxelesiTe  j^ 
fenders. 

In  this  disposition,  it  was  with  on£ngii«d  9\sr 
faction  I  witnessed  the  recommitoient  of  the  blL 
and  that  I  listened  to  the  very  able  and  instroetire 
debate  that  has  ensued.  The  reealt  has  becD,  a  per- 
fect conviction  of  the  expediency,  and  theremor^ 
of  every  doubt  as  to  the  constitntioaaltrr  of  tk 
measure.  If  I  entertained  a  doubt,  sir,  1  sfcooid 
not  act ;  and  I  agree  perfectly  with  tiie  gcatleaa 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  o.,)  that,  if  we  haves  dtnk 
iclative  to  any  pown^,  we  owbt  not  to  exerdse  fw 
No  powers  are  vested  in  the  Ooveminent  bot  tbo«r 
that  are  given ;  and,  to  assume  one  that  we  are  n^ 
convinc^  is  vested  in  us,  is  as  great  a  bracb  a 
the  Constitution,  as  to  do  that  which  theOoosth 
tution  forbids.  And,  I  repeat,  that,  if  I  eorerta[^ 
ed  a  single  dpubt  of  the  power  to  pass  this  bii^. ! 
should  vote  against  it 

With  as  sacred  a  regard  for  the  ConMitct'c: 
as  is  professed,  and  no  doubt  felt,  by  any  of  tM 
opposers  of  this  bill,  with  as  high  a  sense  of  t:f 
importance  of  preserving  State  rights.  uniai]»iT- 
ed,  as  any  of  them  enteruin,  I  proceed  to  th€  p 
ticular  examination  of  the  question  before  vn 
Committee. 

A  great  latitude  has  been  tak«i  in  this  disccr 
sion,  which  it  does  not  become  me  to  reprebeatf 
particularly  when  I  reflect  on  the  pleasure  si: 
instruction  I  have  received  from  the  excursire  d^ 
bate.  But,  although  I  do  not  blame,  I  cannot  fc^ 
low  all  the  ingenious  views  that  have  been  ttbt 
of  the  subjects  connected  and  unconnected  vnf 
the  question.  I  must,  therefore,  confine  mrsd: 
to  that  before  the  Committee — that  is  to  sir 
whether  we  have  the  power  to  make  soeh  ross: 
and  canals  as  are  necessary  and  proper,  for  \n^ 
porting  the  mail,  for  facilitating  military  ope- 
rations, or  the  commerce  between  the  diff«RE> 
States. 

Most,  perhaps  I  might  with  propriety  9ar,  ^ 
who  oppose  the  bill,  have  attributed  a  cbtncte 
to  the  measore  which  doee  not  belong  to  \i  sk 
have  then  anuloyed  themselves  in  showing  (i3<^«< 
characters  to  oe  unconstitutional  or  daog^oe5. 

I  will  endeavor  to  strip  the  question  of  ^^ 
adventitious  features  before  I  diecuss  it 

1st.  It  is  assumed  that  the  power  clsimed  i^ 
the  bill  is  that  of  jurisdiction,  (exclusive  juiiaii^ 
tion,  some  say,)  over  the  roads  and  cassis  tbi^ 
may  be  made. 

tiut  neither  in  the  bill,  nor  in  the  opioiofi5  0t 
those  who  support  it,  do  we  find  any  claim  to  &d^, 
jurisdiction  f  it  ie  found  only  in  theaigomefiUtn 
those  who  oppose  it.  I  did  hope,  in  some  of  tb( 
speeches  that  assumed  this  ground,  to  fasye  iiei^ 
some  argument,  to  show  that  such  jorisdieocs 
was  inherent  in  the  nature  of  the  power,  or  ti»' 
some  express  Constitutional  provision  made  it  «^ 
If  any  thing  of  the  kind  has  been  anempte^- 
has  escaped  my  attention.  I  6iA  betr,  rs^ 
that  Congress  nad  power  to  exercise  eKlo^nv 
jurisdiction  over  places  that  shcmld  be  pucln^ 
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by  eonsent  of  the  States  for  '^^rsemiU,  forttf,  and 
other  needful  baiidings ;"  but  the  analogy  between 
roads  and  such  places,  was  not  attempted  to  be 
shown ;  but,  CTen  if  it  bad,  no  conclusion  in  favor 
of  the  necessity  of  such  jurisdiction  can  be  drawn 
from  the  practice  under  that  clause — because,  so 
far  from  beine  inseparable  from  the  power  to  pur- 
chase and  hold  forts  and  arsenals,  «c.,  the  juris- 
diction has,  in  point  of  fact,  in  most  cases  where 
such  cessions  and  purchases  hare  been  made,  been 
concurrent  with  thatof  the  States-— a  large  majority 
of  those  cessions  having  been  made  sub  modoj  some 
reserving  one  privilege  and  jurisdiction,  others 
those  of  a  different  kind.  An  examination  of  the 
different  acts  of  cession  will  convince  the  mem- 
bers of  thk  faet.  No  argument  to  suit  the  present 
subject  can  be  drawn  from  that  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution. There  is  no  analogy  between  the  cases, 
and,  if  there  were,  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  is  not 
inseparable  from  the  one  to  which  they  refer.  Is 
there  any  thing  in  the  nature  of  the  power  that 
requires  this  jurisdiction  ?  Congress  surely  may 
make  a  road  or  a  canal— may  even  pass  laws  to 
prevent  ^eir  being  injured — ^to  secure  the  safe 
passage  of  their  mail  or  military  supplies  over 
them,  without  having  exclusive,  or  any  other  ju- 
risdiction over  the  sou.  Some  of  their  penal  laws 
now  extend  particularly  to  ofienees  committed 
against  the  iree  passage  of  the  maiL  Some  of 
tSem  inflict  capital  puniahment.  They  are  duly 
executed.  Yet  no  one  has  hitherto  considered 
that,  for  this  reason,  the  Gtoeral  Government  had 
any  other  jurisdiction  than  that  which  is  totally 
unconnected  with  any  localitv,  which  pervades 
all  the  States,  and  operates  on  tne  crimen  no  matter 
in  what  part  of  the  Union  it  may  be  committed. 
Of  this  nature,  are  the  laws  ag^ainst  counterfeiting 
bank  notes  or  public  securities.  To  say,  then, 
that,  because  it  is  necessary  to  pass  laws  for  the 
protection  of  the  roads,  therefore  a  power  must  be 
implied  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  them,  is  to 
say  that  Consress  hare  the  same  jurisdiction  over 
every  part  of  each  State,  because  Congress  has 
the  power  to  punish  infractions  of  their  laws  every- 
where. 

The  idea,  then,  of  an  exclusive  jurisdiction  over 
the  subject  of  this  power,  or  of  an^  jurisdiction  at 
all,  is  wholly  unfounded — unprovided  for  by  the 
bill,  disavowed  by  its  advocates,  not  required  by 
the  natare  of  the  power,  and  raised  by  the  opposers 
to  it,  onijf  from  the  dearth  of  more  tenable  grounds 
of  opposition.  Yet,  strip  the  argument  of  this 
ground,  which  has  been  msisted  on  by,  I  believe, 
all  who  have  spoken  on  the  subject,  and  one-half, 
at  least,  of  the  opposition  falls  with  it. 

Secondly.  Analogous  to  this  is  the  idea  that,  in 
order  to  make  a  road,  the  property  of  the  soil  is 
necessary. 

If  it  were,  I  do  not  well  see  what  objection  can 
be  raised  from  this  circumstance  to  the  existence 
of  the  power ;  it  might  be  an  impediment  to  its 
exercise ;  individuals  might  refuse  to  sell,  and  then 
it  would  be  a  matter  of  discretion,  whether  to  ex- 
ercise the  power  given  by  the  Constitution  to  take 
the  property  on  payitig  an  equivalent;  but  this 
belongs  to  the  detail  of  a  b)U  for  laying  out  a  par- 


ticular road,  but  cannot  be  raised  as  an  objection 
to  the  le|^lity  of  the  power. 

The  ri^ht  to  erect  beacons  and  lighthouses  is 
not  questioned;  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
property  of  the  soil  is  more  necessary  there  than 
m  the  case  of  a  road;  yet,  I  well  remember  an 
instance,  where  the  owner  of  a  strip  of  barren 
land,  near  the  lighthouse  at  Sandy  Hook,  refused 
to  sell  so  much  as  was  necessary  for  the  erection 
of  a  beacon,  without  a  very  large  compensation^ 
(I  believe  one  thousand  dollars.)  The  Treasury 
refused  to  purchase,  but  erected  the  beacon  with- 
out permission.  The  owner  sued  the  collector, 
recovered  heavy  damages,  and,  finally,  the  United 
States  were  obliged  to  pay  for  the  land  double  the 
sum  at  first  required.  Now,  this  difiiculty  might 
as  well  have  been  urged  against  the  general  power 
to  erect  beacons,  as  the  necessity  of  owning  the 
soil  can  be  in  the  ease  of  roads ;  but,  in  the  case 
of  roads,  no  such  neciessity  exists ;  it  may  be  exer- 
cised, leaving  the  property  of  the  soil  in  the  first 
owner,  but  iHirdened  only  with  a  right  of  way. 

Let  us  discard,  then,  this  suggestion,  also,  as 
one  totally  irrelevant  to  the  question,  or,  at  best, 
drawing  our  attention  to  details,  when  we  are 
discussing  Constitutional  objections  to  the  whole 
measure. 

Thirdly.  Another  impediment  to  be  removed, 
before  we  can  come  to  a  fair  discussion  of  the 
subject,  is,  the  j^ay  that  has  been  made  on  the 
word  'Mntemal."  First,  the  bill  is  improperly 
called  a  bill  for  'Miiternal  improvement."  Then, 
the  word  '^  internal"  is  applied  to  the  interior  of 
the  different  States;  and.  after  this  ingenious  pro- 
cess, we  are  triumphantly  asked  in  what  part  of 
the  Constitution  we  find  the  power  to  meddle 
with  the  internal  concerns  of  tne  States  ?  It  is 
in  vain  that  the  advocates  of  the  bill  have  told 
them — "Nowhere.  That  is  not  the  power  we 
contended  for — ^that  is  neither  the  title  nor  the 
purpose  of  the  ImU."  They  still  declaim  on  this 
objection ;  and  tbe  tendency  of  the  argument  is, 
that  we  must  show  an  express  authority  to  make 
roads  and  canals  for  State,  not  for  general  pur- 

Foses;  or,  that  the  measure  must  be  abandoned, 
have'  thought  it  necessary  to  guard  against  the 
error  that  has  pervaded  tbe  argument,  by  this  per* 
version  of  terms,  and  to  state  that,  so  far  as  I  con* 
sider  the  object  as  one  tending  to  internal  im- 
provement. It  is  as  applicable  to  the  Whole  Union ; 
and  this  improvement  is  not  the  primary  object, 
the  inevitable  consequence  of  the  exercise  of  our 
Constitutional  powers,  in  relation  to  the  carriage 
of  the  mail,  the  regulation  of  commerce  between 
the  States,  and  the  facility  of  military  operations, 
which  alone,  are  the  objects  of  this  bill. 

Fourthly.  Again,  it  is  insisted,  the  power  neces- 
sarily implies  that  of  creating  corporations,  with 
exclusive  privileges  and  dangerous  powers. 

If  I  thought  so,  I  should  hesitate.  I  am,  in 
general,  no  friend  to  those  institutions,  and  I  have 
always  doubted  the  right  of  Congress  to  create 
them.  The  great  exercise  of  this  power,  by  in- 
corporating the  Batik  of  the  Uaiteu  States,  took 
place  before  I  came  into  public  life,  and  the  re- 
newal of  its  charter  was  made  after  I  bad  Ml  it. 
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very  necessary  for  the  carriage  of  the  mail  may 
be,  from  natural  impediments,  too  expensive  to  be 
made  by  the  funds  of  the  State  through  which  it 
passes.  In  short,  those  who  talk  of  State  roads, 
and  those  who  argue  for  the  rieht  of  making  a 
road  for  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  speak  of 
totally  difierent  things,  and  under  this  misunder- 
standing the  debate  may  be  infinitely  prolonged. 

3.  Again :  the  making  the  post  road  may  be 
considered  as  a  right,  or  as  an  obligation,  accord- 
ing to  its  operation  either  as  a  benefit  or  an  in- 
jury. If  it  be  a  right,  there  van»i  be  some  power 
to  enforce  it;  but  there  is  none,  and  we  have 
seen  there  is  no  corresponding  obligation.  There- 
fore, it  does  not  exist  as  a  right  in  any  of  the 
Staces  individually. 

If  it  be  an  obligation,  in  whom  does  the  corre- 
sponding right  exist?  If  in  the  United  States, 
the  question  is  settled,  but  in  a  manner  the  most 
injurious  to  State  rights.  If  it  be  an  onerous 
obligation  on  one  State  to  make  roads  for  the 
benefit  of  the  whole,  it  is  most  unequal  in  its 
operation,  as  well  as  unjust  in  its  principle ;  and 
therefore  cannot  readily  be  supposed  to  exist  in 
either  shape. 

4.  When  we  add  to  these  reasons,  drawn  from 
the  nature  of  the  powers,  those  which  result  from 
the  expressions  of  our  national  compact,  and  which 
clearly  evince  a  design^  to  vest  them  in  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  no  doubt  will  remain  that  the 
States  did  not  intend  to  retain  the  powers  in  ques- 
tion for  their  own  exercise. 

Theae  will  be  more  fully  developed  hereafter. 
At  present  I  only  indicate,  as  proofs  of  this  renun- 
ciation, the  clauses  which  give  the  regulation  of 
the  Post  Office  Kstablishmeat  the  direction  of  the. 
national  defence,  and  the  regulation  of  commerce 
between  the  States  to  the  General  Government; 
the  renunciation  of  any  right  to  enter  into  any 
compact  between  the  States  without- the  assent  of 
Congress,  and  the  abandonment  to  the  Union  of 
all  the  common  funds,  without  which  no  system 
of  ffeneral  improvement  can  be  carried  on. 

For  these  reasons,  it  may  be  fairly  concluded 
that  the  States  did  not  intend  to  retain  this  power 
in  themselves.  Is  it  retained  by  the  people  ?  This 
inquiry  is  easily  answered.  We  have  seen  that, 
in  the  formation  of  the  State  governments,  the 
people  vested  in  them  ail  the  legislative  power, 
reuining  onlv  the  right  of  making  Constitutional 
changes,  and  of  electing  the  administrators  of 
their  Government  But  the  power  in  question  is 
a  legislative  power;  therefore,  the  peoiue  did  not 
retam  it. 

If,  then,  it  be  neither  In  the  people  nor  the  State 
governments,  as  it  is  a  necessary  power,  it  cannot 
be  annihilated,  except  by  express  compact.  It  is 
not  pretended  that  iiny  such  compact  exists.  It 
is  not,  then,  annihilated,  but  exists  somewhere ; 
not,  as  we  have  seen,  either  in  the  State  govern- 
ments or  in  the  people — ^in  one  or  the  other  of 
which,  by  the  10th  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, all  residuary  power  is  vested.  Where,  then, 
is  it  to  be  found  ?  By  necessary  consequence,  in 
the  General  Government. 

This,  sir,  I  shall  now  proceed  more  fully  to 


3how,  premising  that  I  bear  oaostantly  in  miid 
the  great  principle  with  which  I  set  oat,  that  the 
General  (Government  has  no  powers,  and  can  ex- 
ercise none  but  such  as  are  given  by  the  Coiafr 
tution,  and  that  all  that  is  not  given  ii  reuified 
by  the  States  or  the  pec^le.  This  would  bfe 
been  the  true  mode  of  testing  tiie  rights  of  \k 
Constitutional  power,  if  the  10th  amendment  y 
never  been  made.  The  people  and  tbe  Stiie 
gave.  Whatever  they  did  not  give^  they  of  coqix 
retain.  Let  me  remark,  that  this  ameBdmos 
does  not  use  the  language  inaccomtely,  in  ihts  de- 
bate, sometimes  attribated  to  it.  It  does  not  ar 
all  is  retained  that  is  not  tMpmslp  gireti]  bai, 
simply,  "  all  powers  Aat  are  not  deUj^ttei  to  tk 
United  Slates,  nor  prohibited  to  the  States,  ir 
retained,"  dec.  To  have  used  the  word  ^a- 
pressly,"  would  have  been  to  violate  all  roleb  a 
construction,  and  to  have  rendered  the  Coos&U}- 
tion  totally  inoperative.  It  was  the  design  of  tk 
wise  men  who  framed  the  instrument  that  t 
should  be  construed  by  the  same  rules  that  apfb 
to  every  other  grant ;  that  the  plain  intent  of  ta 
parties,  to  be  gathered  from  the  words  of  il» 
compact  itself,  should  govern ;  that  the  grant  o! 
a  prmcipai  power  shoukl  carry  with  it  all  its  ae- 
cessary  incidents,  and  that  the  whole  instnuDot 
should  be  taken  together,  in  order  to  asceriaio  it 
true  meaning. 

These,  sir,  are  the  only  rales  of  eonstradioi 
which  I  mean  to  use ;  this  is  the  atmost  latitadeflj 
argument  I  shall  take,  and  I  repeat  again,  tball 
disclaim  any  exercise  of  the  power,  unless  I  cu 
show  it  to  be  cUxtHy  granted  ;  and  that,  if  I  cocii 
think  any  constitutional  State  right  violated  bf 
it,  I  should  as  instantly  abandon  my  support {^ 
the  measure,  as  any  of  those  who  now  opp<^  it- 
being  determined  never,  in  any  situation  m  wluci 
I  may  be  placed,  to  Yield  to  anv  man,  or  set  ot 
men,  a  title  to  the  exclusive  appeUation  of  defend- 
ers of  State  rights,  or  of  the  Constitation. 

The  powers^  4j£  which  this  hill  proposes  the  a- 
ercise,  I  conceive  to  be  vested  in  the  GoTemmeit 
of  the  United  States: 

First,  by  necessary  itnplication.    They  are  po- 
litical powers  of  legislation,  ha  ving  for  their  object 
the  whole  of  the  uioiion.  If  this  be  a  true  descn> 
tion  of  them,  it  was  evidently  the  inieot  of  tae 
people  to  vest  them  in  the  United  States,  uake 
they  intended  to  annihilate  them.    It  has  been 
shown,  I  think,  conclusively,  that  they  were  act 
retained.    But  the  nature  of  the  powers  in  qoc- 
tion  is  such  as  will  not  permit  us  tobeliere  thtt  a 
wise  people  intended  to  destroy,  or  suier  liieffi  ^ 
lie  dormant.    Can  we  suppose  for  a  momeot  tkst 
powers  to  provide  effectually  for  the  transnussui 
of  the  mail,  for  the  march  of  troops,  aad  the  ar- 
riage  of  military  stores,  and  rendenng  eoouoerciai 
intercourse  easy  between  the  diffecent  States,  ate 
such  as  were  intended  never  to  be  brought  iatt 
action  ?    Yet,  this  must  be  the  result  of  sucb  t 
construction  as  denies  them  to  the  Genend  Goi* 
ernment;  for,  I  repeat,  the  people  have  not  ic 
tained  them,  and.  by  the  compact  we  are  coosti^ 
iug,  the  States  have  deprived  thettsdres  of  tw 
power  of  exerting  them.    Therefca^  ooie»  tii^ 
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of  the  whole  body  politic,  whether  on  its  internal 
or  its  external  concerns,  and  which  acts  on  the 
whole  mass  of  the  people,  in  their  aggregate  ca- 
pacity. 

CtyQ  i)ower,  such  as  acts  immediately  on  the 
citizens,  individaally,  for  the  protection  of  their 
persons,  repatation,  and  property. 

Political  power  mast  affect  mdividoals  in  its 
operation,  and  civil  power  must  ultimately,  in  its 
exercise,  produce  political  effects;  but  the  imme- 
diate operation  of  the  one  or  the  other,  constitutes 
Che  distinction  between  them. 

Frequent  use  has  been  made,  in  this  deba^,^f 
the  term  municipal  power.    In  its  original  and 

E roper  sense,  this  term  meant  the  powers  exercised 
y  the  conquered  towns  to  whom  the  policy  of 
Rome  left  the  choice  of  their  own  magistrates,  and 
the  regulation  of  their  interior  affairs. 

A  more  extensire  signification  has,  however, 
been  given  to  it,  by  Blackstone  and  others.  They 
use  it  so  as  to  comprehend  every  species  of  legisla- 
tion, and  include  in  the  term  municipal  law,  all 
laws  but  those  of  nature  and  of  nations. 

In  this  sense,  it  would  include  political  as  well 
as  civil  powers,  and  be  as  much  too  extensive,  as, 
in  its  proper  sense,  it  would  be  too  confined  for 
our  purpose.  I  shall  therefore  altogether  decline 
the  use  of  the  term. 

The  establishment  of  organic  laws,  is  the  first 
and  most  important  exercise  of  pohtical  legisla- 
tion. This,  as  we  have  seen,  has  in  our  country 
been  exercised  by  the  people,  specially  represented 
for  that  particular  purpose,  out  other  powers  of 
political  legislation  are  given  to  the  Governments 
they  have  institoted.  To  which?  The  General 
or  State  Governments? 

As  a  general  rule,  all  political  powers,  (under 
this  understanding  of  them,)  which  relate  to  the 
United  States,  as  a  nation,  together  with  certain 
enumerated  civil  powers,  were,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, vested  in  the  National  Government. 

All  civil  powers,  with  so  many  of  a  political 
nature  as  are  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  the  State 
governments,  are  vested  in  the  States. 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  powers  in  question, 
most  clearly  political,  and  of  that  class  which  ap- 
ply to  the  United  States  as  a  nation  ? 

They  act  immediately  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  nation,  and  upon  the  whole  mass.  -The 
carriage  of  the  mail,  toe  roads  and  canals  for  mili- 
tary operations,  the  facility  given  to  commerce  be- 
tween the  States,  are  all  of  this  description. 

They  are,  then,  a  portion  of  that  general  legis- 
lative power,  which  resided  in  the  people.  They 
cannot  be  annihilated,  and  must  be  found,  either 
in  the  State  governments,  the  General  Govern- 
ment, or  undisposed  of,  in  the  hands  of  the  people. 

It  is  not  presumable  that  the  people  intended 
that  these  powers,  so  important  to  their  conveni- 
ence, to  their  happiness,  to  their  wery  existence  as 
a  nation,  should  lie  dormant.  Some  of  them  were 
exercised  by  the  confederation  of  States,  even  prior 
to  any  compact.  At  the  very  moment  when  they 
sprung  into  political  existence^  they  considered 
themselves  as  one  people.  Their  declaration  uses 
those  very  expressions,  and  by  common  consent 


their  deputies  raised  armies,  declared  war,  issued 
letters  of  marque,  emitted  money,  built  forts, 
and  established  a  general  post  office.  Nay,  they 
even  exercised  the  doubtful  power  of  chartering  a 
bank.  Now,  can  it  be  supposed,  I  repeat,  that 
a  people,  familiar  with  the  exercise  of  these  import- 
ant powers,  by  the  National  Gk>vernn\ent.  when 
this  was  found  too  weak,  and  they  were  called  on 
to  enlarge  and  strengthen  it,  should  not  only  take 
from  their  national  rulers,  but  absolutely  annihi- 
late any  of  those  essential  powers?  This  cannot 
reasonably  be  supposed ;  and  if  the  powers  be  not 
found  in  the  State  governments,  or  in  the  people, 
they  must  be  in  the  General  Government, 
cut  they  are  not  in  the  State  governments. 

1.  Because  they  exist  only  with  the  existence  of 
the  General  Government.  As  they  relate  to  no 
one  State  in  particular,  but  to  all,  considered  as  a 
whole,  no  one  State  could  exercise  them  prior  to 

<the  union  of  all  into  one  nation.  If  roads  are  ne- 
cessary for  the  carriage  of  the  mail  or  for  military 
operations,  or  either  canals  or  roads  for  facilitating 
commerce,  it  is  the  mail  of  the  whole  United 
States  $  they  are  the  military  operations  of  the 
nation ;  it  is  the  commerce,  not  of  one  State,  but 
between  the  several  States  as  members  of  the 
Union.  No  individual  State,  nor  any  number 
short  of  the  whole,  therefore,  could  be  the  deposi- 
tory of  this  power.  But,  if  it  be  a  power  resulting 
from  a  State  right,  each  one  must  have  a  concur- 
rent right  and  a  concurrent  power  to  do  that 
which,  from  its  very  nature,  can  only  be  effected 
by  one  will.  This  involves  an  absurdity  in  terms. 
Therefore,  on  this  ground,  it  is  not  a  power  re- 
served by  the  States. 

2.  It  IS  not  such  a  power,  because  its  exercise 
by  any  one  State  would  involve  the  right  in  that 
State  of  judging  and  determining  what  is  for  the 
benefit  oi  the  whole — a  right  nowhere  given,  and 
destructive  of  that  equality  which  is  the  basis  of 
the  Union.  But  every  right  supposes  a  corre- 
sponding obligation.  Hence,  on  the  hypothesis 
tbat  it  is  a  reserved  power  still  existing  in  the 
Sutes,  each  one  has  a  right  which  ail  the  others 
must  be  bound  to  obey,  and  which  yet  each  one 
of  ail  the  others  have  an  equal  right  to  counteract 
and  disobey.  To  exemplify  this :  If  the  right  to 
designate  and  make  a  post  road  for  the  United 
States  be  one  reserved  by  the  States,  (each  one 
possessing  it,  as  we  have  seen,  in  an  equal  degree ;) 
if  any  one  State  shall  designate  the  route  of  the 
mail,  and  make  a  proper  road  for  its  conveyance, 
all  the  others  must  be  tinder  an  obligation  not  to 
interfere  with  its  exercise,  or  else  it  is  no  right. 
But  the  route,  so  designated,  is  inconvenient  to 
one  of  the  other  States,  who,  by  virtue  of  her  re- 
served ri^t,  establishes  another  post  road ;  which 
of  these  is  the  true  one  on  which  the  obligation  is 
tO' operate?  This  absurdity  cannot  be  avoided  by 
saying,  as  has  been  said,  let  each  State  make  and 
establish  the  road  within  its  own  boundaries ;  be- 
cause it  is  the  post  road  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  carriage  of  the  mail  of  the  nation,  not  a  road 
for  State  purposes,  about  which  we  are  speaking. 
A  road  may  be  very  convenient  for  a  State,  and 
very  inconvenient  for  the  United  States.    A  road 
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Tery  necessary  for  the  carriage  of  the  mail  may 
be,  from  nataral  impediments,  too  expensive  to  be 
made  by  the  funds  of  the  State  through  which  it 
passes.  In  short,  those  who  talk  of  State  roads, 
and  those  who  argue  for  the  rieht  of  making  a 
road  for  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  speak  of 
totally  difierent  things,  and  under  this  misunder- 
standing the  debate  may  be  infinitely  prolonged. 

3.  Again :  the  making  the  post  road  may  be 
considered  as  a  right,  or  as  an  obligation,  accord- 
ing to  its  operation  either  as  a  benefit  or  an  in- 
jury. If  it  be  a  right,  there  must  be  some  power 
to  enforce  it;  but  there  is  none,  and  we  have 
seen  there  is  no  corresponding  obligation.  There- 
fore, it  does  not  exist  as  a  right  in  any  of  the 
Staces  individually. 

If  it  be  an  obligation,  in  whom  does  the  corre- 
sponding right  exist?  If  in  the  United  States, 
the  question  is  settled,  but  in  a  manner  the  most 
injurious  to  State  rights.  If  it  be  an  onerous 
obligatioii  on  one  State  to  make  roads  for  the 
benefit  of  the  whole,  it  is  Bu>st  unequal  in  its 
operation,  as  well  as  unjust  in  its  principle ;  atid 
therefore  cannot  readily  be  supposed  to  exist  in 
either  shape. 

4.  When  we  add  to  these  reasons,  drawn  from 
the  nature  of  the  powers,  those  which  result  from 
the  expressions  of  our  national  compact,  and  which 
clearly  evince  a  design  to  vest  them  in  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  no  doubt  will  remain  that  the 
States  did  not  intend  to  retain  the  powers  in  ques- 
tion for  their  own  exercise. 

Theee  will  be  more  fully  developed  hereafter. 
At  present  I  only  indicate,  as  proofs  of  this  renun- 
ciation, the  clauses  which  give  the  regtiUtton  of 
the  Post  Office  Kstablishmeat  the  direction  of  the 
national  defence,  and  the  regulation  of  commerce 
between  the  States  to  the  General  Government ; 
the  renunciation  of  any  right  to  enter  into  any 
compact  between  the  States  without  the  assent  of 
Congress,  and  the  abandonment  to  the  Union  of 
all  the  common  funds,  without  which  no  system 
of  ffeneral  improvement  can  be  carried  on. 

For  these  reasons,  it  may  be  fairly  concluded 
that  the  States  did  not  intend  to  retain  this  power 
in  themselves.  Is  it  retained  by  the  people  ?  This 
inquiry  is  easily  answered.  We  have  seen  that, 
in  the  formation  of  the  State  governments,  the 
people  vested  in  them  all  the  legislative  power, 
reuining  onlv  the  right  of  making  Constitutional 
changes,  and  of  electing  the  administrators  of 
their  Groveroment  But  the  power  in  question  is 
a  legislative  power;  therefore,  the  people  did  not 
retain  it. 

If,  then,  it  be  neither  in  the  people  nor  the  State 
governoients,  as  it  is  a  necessary  power,  it  cannot 
be  annihilated,  except  by  express  compact.  It  is 
not  pretended  that  any  such  compact  exists.  It 
is  not,  then,  annihilated,  but  exists  somewhere ; 
not,  as  we  have  seeni  either  in  the  State  govern- 
ments or  in  the  people — ^in  one  or  the  other  of 
which,  by  the  10th  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, all  residuary  power  is  vested.  Where,  then, 
is  it  to  be  found  ?  By  necessary  consequence,  in 
the  General  Government 

This,  air,  I  shall  now  proceed  more  fully  to  I 


show,  premising  that  I  bear  constantly  in  miwt 
the  great  principle  with  which  I  set  out,  that  the 
General  Grovernment  has  no  powers,  and  ctn  ex- 
ercise  none  but  such  as  are  given  by  the  Coosti- 
tution,  and  that  all  that  is  not  gj^^  vt  retained 
by  the  States  or  the  pec^le.  This  would  hsre 
been  the  true  mode  of  testing  the  rights  of  the 
Constitutional  power,  if  the  lOth  amendment  had 
never  been  made.  The  people  and  the  Stttei 
gave.  Whatever  they  did  not  give,  they  of  course 
retain.  Let  me.  remark,  that  this  amendmeat 
does  not  use  the  language  inaccurately,  in  this  de 
bate^  sometimes  at  tribal  to  it.  It  does  not  saj 
all  is  retained  that  is  not  «s|»«ts2y  given ;  but, 
simply,  "  all  powers  that  are  not  dde^sUi  to  tbe 
United  Slates,  nor  prohibited  to  the  States,  tie 
retained,"  dec.  To  have  used  the  word  ^'ex- 
pressly,*' would  have  been  to  violate  all  rQle&  of 
construction,  and  to  have  rendered  the  Constitu- 
tion totally  inoperative.  It  was  the  design  of  the 
wise  men  who  framed  the  instrument  that  it 
should  be  construed  by  the  same  roles  that  apply 
to  every  other  grant ;  that  the  plain  intent  of  tfae 
parties,  to  be  gathered  from  the  words  of  the 
compact  itself,  should  ffovern ;  that  the  grant  of 
a  principal  power  shouki  carry  with  it  all  its  se 
ceasary  incidents,  and  that  the  wbole  instnimeat 
should  be  taken  together,  in  order  to  asceriaia  its 
true  meaning. 

These,  sir,  are  the  only  rales  of  construciioa 
which  I  mean  to  use;  this  is  the  utmost  latitude  of 
argument  I  shall  take,  and  I  repeat  again,  that  I 
disclaim  any  exercise  of  the  power,  unless  1  caa 
show  it  to  be  dearly  gromUd  ;  and  that,  if  1  could 
think  any  constitutional  State  right  violated  bf 
it,  I  should  as  instantly  abandon  my  support  of 
the  measure,  as  any  of  those  who  now  oppose  it^ 
being  determined  never,  in  any  situation  in  which 
I  may  be  placed,  to  yield  to  any  man,  or  set  of 
men,  a  title  to  the  exclusive  appellation  of  defend- 
ers of  State  rights,  or  of  the  Constitution. 

The  powers^  of  which  this  bill  proposes  thea- 
ercise,  I  conceive  to  be  vested  in  the  uovernmeot 
of  the  United  States: 

First,  by  necessary  iinplication*    They  are  po- 
litical powers  of  Wislatioii)  having  for  their  object 
the  whole  of  the  Union*   If  this  be  a  true  descrip- 
tion of  them,  it  was  evidently  the  intent  o(  the 
people  to  vest  them  in  the  United  States,  unleN 
they  intended  to  annihilate  them.    It  has  beca 
shown,  I  think,  conclusively,  that  they  were  not 
retained.    But  the  nature  of  the  powers  in  quc^ 
tion  is  such  as  will  not  permit  us  to  believe  that  a 
wise  people  intended  to  destroy,  or  suffer  theoi  (o 
lie  dormant.    Can  we  suppose  tor  a  moment  that 
powers  to  provide  effectuaUy  for  the  transaussi<A 
of  the  mail,  for  the  march  of  troops,  and  the  car- 
riage of  military  stores,  and  rendering  eommcrcial 
intercourse  easy  between  the  different  States,  are 
auch  as  were  mtended  never  to  be  brought  in\a 
action?    Yet,  this  must  be  the  result  of  such  a 
construction  as  denies  them  to  the  General  Qot- 
ernment;  for,  I  repeat,  the  people  have  not  (^ 
tained  them,  and.  by  the  comp!iact  we  are  consuu- 
ing,  the  States  have  deprived  themselves  of  the 
power  of  exerting  theoL    Thereforei  unless  thef 
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are  found  in  the  Union,  they  are  lost,  utterly  an- 
nihilated. No^  sir ;  powers  so  little  liable  to  abuse, 
(I  might,  without  exaggeration,  say,)  so  incapable 
of  being  abused,  productive  of  so  much  good,  in- 
terfering with  no  civil  right,  so  necessary  to  social 
intercourse,  so  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
Union,  to  its  defence,  and  the  common  jH'osperity 
of  all  its  members;  such  powers  cannot  be  sup- 
posed to  have  been  designedly  annihilated,  and 
-wre  may  boldly  pronounce  that  construction  of 
the  Federal  compact  to  be  a  false  one  which  sup- 
poses it. 

But  the  question  does  not  rest  wholly  on  an  im- 
plied grant  of  power,  however  stron|f  that  impli- 
catioa  may  he.  There  is,  on  the  fairest  and  best 
receiired  rules  of  construction,  a  clear  grant  of 
each  of  the  powers  contended  for. 

Let  us  take  them  in  their  order,  and  not  attempt, 
as  ha«  been  erroneously  imputed  to  us,  to  derive 
all  the  three  powers  from  a  single  provision.  We 
shall  thus  take  away  from  the  opposers  of  the  bill 
the  argument  that  its  advocates  must  be  wrong, 
because  they  have  relied  on  different  clauses  of  the 
Constittttion  for  the  power  they  contend  for — an 
argument  that  arises  only  from  the  false  position 
which  it  has  been  found  convenient  to  assume. 
That  the  bill  is  intended  to  establish  a  single  pow- 
er, which  they  hav$  denominated  the  power  of 
making  internal  improvement ;  and  because  no 
authority  could  be  found  for  this  imaginary  power, 
neither  asserted  in  the  bill,  nor  contended  for  by 
those  who  support  it,  we  are  told  that  no  one  of 
the  different  clauses,  which  have  been  relied  on  to 
authorize  the  different,  measures  proposed,  being 
sufficient  to  cover  the  whole,  or  to  empower  us  to 
make  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement, 
in  their  sense  of  the  word,  therefore,  the  reliance 
on  so  mBLny  different  parts  of  the  Uonstitution  is 
evidence  of  error,  which  is  infinite  in  its  aberra- 
,  tions  from  the  singleness  of  truth.  This  is  inge- 
nious reasoning.  But,  to  put  an  end  to  it  at  once, 
let  us  again  go  to  the  bill.  It  proposes  no  exer- 
,  else  of  any  one  power,  either  nominally  or  actu- 
ally a  system  for  the  internal  improvement  of  the 
States.    Its  object  is  three-fold : 

To  provide  the  preparatory  measures  for  here- 
after making  such  canals  ^d  roads  as  are  neces- 
sary and  proper ; 

For  the  carriage  of  the  mail  j 

For  military  operations ; 

And  for  facilitating  the  commerce  between  the 
States. 

If  we  find  an  authority  to  effect  each  of  these 
objects,  in  different  parts  of  the  Constitution,  it 
will  be  sufficient  for  our  purpose. 

The  clause  respecting  the  Post  Office  power  has 
been  so  often  commented  on,  and  every  word  in  it 
so  curiously  dissected,  that  I  shall  not  enter  the 
lists  in  this  philological  contest.  I  take  a  broader 
^ound,  and,  whatever  may  be  the  precise,  mean- 
ing of  the  word  establish,  in  the  language  from 
which  it  is  derived,  or  in  the  strict  sense  of  its 
proper  employment  in  our  own,  1  ask  any  maii  of 
plain  understanding  to  consider  the  nature  of  the 
power,  the  certaintv  that  it  cannot  be  exercised 
by  the  States,  and  the  improbability  of  its  being 
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intended  to  lie  dormant — then  to  read  the  follow- 
ing provision  :  ^*  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
establish  post  offices  and  post  roads  ^"  and  to  de- 
termine for  himself,  whether  this  grant  of  power, 
made  under  such  circumstances,  was  not  intended 
to  give  to  the  United  States  the  general  direction, 
the  complete  control  of  the  Post  Office  E:>tablish- 
ment}  whether  any  thing  essential  to  its  exercise 
was  intended  to  he  reserved ;  in  other  words,  whe- 
ther it  was  not  a  comple  traqsmission  of  the  pow^ 
er  in  all  its  parts  to  the  grantees  1  If  this  be  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative — and  can  there  be  a 
doubt  that  it  must  be — it  follows  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  one  repeatedly  admitted  in  debate, 
(and  indeed  so  clearly  provided  for  in  the  Consti- 
tution as  not  to  be  denied,)  that  the  incidental 
power  of  doing  every  thing  necessary  and  proper 
to  execute  the  principal  one,  passed  with  it.  What 
is  the  principal  power  1  The  regular  and  safe 
transmission  of  the  mail  to  every  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  What  is  required  for  this  transmis- 
sion ?  Of  necessity,  roads ;  for  convenience,  good 
and  direct  roads.  What  does  the  bill  propose  ? 
To  provide  such  roads  as  are  necessary  and  proper 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail ;  therefore,  demon* 
strably,  logically,  the  bill  assumes  no  power  not 
given  under  this  head  by  the  Constitution.  We 
do  not  assume  the  right  of  jurisdiction,  nor  the 
right  of  making  roads  where  they  exist.  The  true 
argument  lies  in  a  narrow  compass ;  we  have  the 
risht  to  transmit  the  mail,  it  cannot  be  transmit- 
ted at  all  without  roads,  nor  conveniently,  with- 
out good  and  direct  roads.  Therefore,  by  virtue 
of  the  ancillary  powers  expressly  given,  we  may 
make  roads  where  there  are  none,  and  repair  them 
where  they  are  bad. 

Where  sufficient  roads  already  exist,  it  would 
be  neither  necessary  nor  proper  to  make  others ; 
and  it  would  be  both  a  breach  of  our  Constitu- 
tional duty,  and  of  the  principles  on  which, this 
bill  is  framed,  to  assume  that  power.  This  is  all, 
sir,  I  shall  say  as  to  the  Constitutional  clause  re* 
spec  tine  post  offices  and!  post  roads.  And  I  hope 
it  is  sumcient,  on  a  fair  construction  of  it,  to  show 
that  the  power  of  making  such  roads  is  one  of 
those  eviaently  intended  to  be  rested  in  the  Con- 
gress  of  the  united  States,  and  not  retained,  be- 
cause impossible  to  be  executed  by  the  States 
individually. 

Another  object  of  this  bill  is  to  provide  such 
roads  and  canals,  and  only  such,  (in  this  view^) 
as  are  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  defence.  This 
power  is  so  evidently  given,  that  I  believe  it  has 
been  generally  conceded  to  exist.  It  has,  indeed, 
been  exercised  in  different  parts  of  the  Union  to  a 
sreat  extent,  and  has  not  excited,  that  I  have 
heard,  the  slightest  sensation.  A  road  of  this  de- 
scription was  made  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Lake  Champlain ;  an« 
other  from  Nashville  to  New  Orleans.  Yet,  no 
one  imagined  that  the  President,  who,  I  believe, 
directed  the  one  of  these  operations,  and  the  Con- 
gress, which  provided  for  the  other,  had  exceeded 
their  powers.  Happy  would  it  have  been  for  the 
honor,  for  the  saiety,  and  the  finances  of  the 
country,  if,  previous  to  the  late  war,  this  power 
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for  tbe  subject,  then  the  same  liberal  constroction 
must  be  exxended  to  the  others — because,  neither 
in  the  clause  nor  the  context,  is  th^re  found  the 
slightest  distinction.  The  inquiry  then,  now  is, 
whether  a  practical  construction  has  been  put.  on 
any  of  the  three  powers  given  bv  this  clause. 

The  subject  that  roost  pressed  on  the  attention 
of  Coneress,  in  its  early  sessions,  was  the  regula- 
tion of  loreign  commerce.    If  they  had  considered 
the  power  as  confined  to  regulation,  in  the  strict 
sense  nf^w  contended  for,  they  would  ha?e  con- 
fined themseWes  to  the  passage  of  laws  declaring* 
in  what  manner  the  revenue  arising  from  it  should 
be  collected,  in  what  ships  it  should  be  carried  on, 
and  to  what  ports,  and  from  what  countries,  with- 
out daring  to  do  any  thing  that  was  merely  calcu- 
lated to  facilitate  or  extend  it.    But,  the  very  re- 
verse was  the  fact— one  of  the  first  apts  passed,  I 
think  in  the  first  session,  and  aDnoaily  renewed 
for  some  time  after,  was  one  taking  charge  of  all 
the  buoys,  beacons,  liffhthouses,  and  piers,  which 
had  been  established  bv  the  States.    Now,  sir,  if 
regulaU  does  not  extend  beyond  the  restriction  by 
rules,  as  sentiemen  now  tell  us,  if  it  cannot,  with- 
out a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  be  extended, 
so  as  to  embrace  the  idea  of  promoting  and  pro- 
tecting, by  what  authority  were  these  acts  passed  ? 
What  were  the  Madisons  and  Gallatine,  and  the 
Gileses,  and  the  other  faithful  guardians  of  the 
Constitution,  then  doing  1    Were  they  asleep  •n 
their  posts,  when  this  daring  inroad  was  made  on 
the  State  rights?    What !  suffer  the  State  light- 
houses, tbe  State  piers,  the  State  buoys,  and  the 
State  beacons,  to  oe  taken  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, without  a  word,  when  they  had  no  other 
power  than  they  could  derive  under  the  word  rtg- 
ukUe  !    No,  sir ;  they  were  not  neg4igeiit  of  their 
duty.    If  they  could  have  imagined  that  a  doubt 
could  have  been  entertained  as  to  the  rightful  exer- 
cise of  tbe  power,  depend  on  it,  that  doubt  would 
have  been  raised.    The  party,  sir,  was  not  with- 
out its  minute  philosophers.     We  had  our  etymol- 
'  ogists  and  philologists — ay,  sir,  our  hair  splitters, 
and  measurers  of  syllables,  as  well  as  other  assera- 
l)lie8 — and,  if  it  could  have  occurred  to  them,  that 
the  States  would  be  ruined  by  saving  them  the 
expense  of  these  establishments,  or  that  the  power 
was  doubtful,  be  assured  thiit  not  a  letter  com- 
posing the  word  r^tilale  would  have  escaped  ex- 
amination.   It  would  have  been  traced  to  its  root, 
and  the  verb  itgvlo  would  have  been  danced 
through  all  its  moods  and  tenses,  to  show  that  its 
Bignincation  was  to  restrain,  not  to  promote  or 
facilitate.    Then  our  logicians  would  have  taken 
up  the  argument,  and  said.  We  have  only  a  power, 
(as  has  Men  demonstrated  by  the  philologists,)  to 
restrain.    But,  ^ighthouses  and   piers  facilitate. 
To  facilitate  is  not  to  restrain — therefore,  we  have 
no  right  to  build  light^iouscs,  which  was  to  be  de- 
monstrated.   But,  sir,  not  one  word  of  all  this 
fine  learning  and  research  was  heard.    The  gram- 
iparians  and  tbe  word-mongers  and  the  Constitu- 
tional watchmen  and  the  guardians  of  State  rights, 
were  silent — and  the  buoys  and  piers  and  light- 
houses were  taken  under  th«  protection  of  the 
United   States  without  a  single  negative.    The 


measure  passed  with  as  little  cererooaj  or  opposi- 
tion as  a  motion  does  here  toadjoum  atfooro'ekckl 
It  not  only  passed  once,  but  was  yearly  repeatd, 
and  always  without  exciting  any  doubts  or  fears. 
It  passed,  not  only  with  respect  to  the  first  objvci 
of  the  clause,  foreign  commerce,  but  in  a  dor 
striking  degree,  as  respects  the  last,  the  trade  vitk 
the  Indian  tribes.  This  has  undergone  every  de- 
cree of  legislation  of  which  the  subject  was  eapt- 
ble,  and  always,  it  is  believed,  without  any  f<sR 
of  infringiing  the  Constitution. 

Now,  sir,  this  brings  us  to  the  dilemma  of  k- 

daring  i^ll  this  uniform  course  of  legislatioD,fne 

the  e&tablishment  of  the  Constitution  to  the  pre- 

ent  time,  our  own  acts  and  those  of  our  prfdae»>i 

sors^  to  be  unconstilutiooal  and  void;  lor  soli 

session  has  passed,  nor  will  this  pass,  without  pis- 

viding  for  those  very  piers,  lighibouses,  and  »-i 

cons.    We  must,  I  say,  declare  every  CoDgmj 

every  President,  since  the  first  institution  of  tkj 

Government,  including  ourselves,  to  have  bn! 

guilty  of  deliberate  annual  breaches  of  the  C'st 

stitution  \  or  we  must  decide  that  we  hare  (k 

power  contemplated  by  this  bill.     For  the  pose 

in  relation  to  foreign  commerce  is  the  samee 

that  given  in  relation  to  commerce  between  ^ 

States.    It  is  contained  in  the  same  scntenee.  i^ 

the  same  verb  governs  both  members  of  the  \Ikvl 

If,  then,  this  phrase,  gives  the  fiower  to  faeilit^ 

foreign  commerce  by  building  piers  and  seaw^ 

why  does  it  not  equally  give  the  right  of  facdoi- 

iog  and  promoting  commerce  between  the  5a& 

by  cutting  canals?    If  even  a  colorable  ansve 

can  be  given  to  this  question,  I  abandon  the  mer 

sure.    But,  althooffh  put  cursorily  in  the  de^& 

by  the  honorable  Speaker,  I  have  heard  no  ei? 

tinction  attempted.    We  have,  indeed,  been  \ssi 

that  the  establishments  for  foreign  commerce  «i 

on  the  seaboard.    This  is  not  always  the  fao 

The  piers  of  the  Delaware  are  within  the  body 

the  State — part  of  some  county.    So,  indeed, 

ail  these  buildings.    But,  if  it  were  true,  viut 

th^  consequence  7    T  he  locality  does  not  alter  r 

right;  and,  if  strictly  examined,  it  will  be  k 

that  many  of  these  establish nients  are  in  pUoesi 

which  they  are  principally  useful  for  tbe  trade 

between  the  States,  and,  in  some,  where  that 

no  foreign  commerce,  as  the  lighthouse  on  ' 

Pontchar train,  and  others  that  might  be  nat 

The  power,  then,  has  been  exercised  is  favor 

the  internal    State  eommeree,  as  wdl  as  M 

foreign* 

.  I  rely  more  on  this  practical  constroetion,  b^ 
cause  a  majority  of  the  phalanx  of  great  Dame  1 
have  enumerated,  and  who  sanctioned  it  by  t&ek 
silence,  were  from  Virginia.  Vir^oia !  iben.  a« 
she  is  now,  the  bulwark  of  State  rights.  Vugis; 
ia !  then,  as  she  is  now,  representMl  by  sooie  ^ 
the  highest  abilities.  Virginia!  always  foresacec 
in  defence  of  the  Constitution.  And  I  say  ibox 
precedenu  cannot  be  wrong — that  consirococa 
cannot  be  false — ^wbich  were  made  bjr  (be  ^- ; 
tinguished  Representatives  of  that  distingmsbei' 
State. 

But  it  is  objected  that  this  power  cannot  wve 
been  intended  to  have  passed  to  the  Geneiai  Gov- 


L449 


HISTOBT  OF  GONaRESS. 


1450 


F'EBRCTARr,  1824. 


Surveys  for  Roads  and  Canals, 


H.  OF  R. 


srnment,  because,  in  its  exercise,  it  is  liable  to  the 
^eatest  abuse.    What!  sa^  gentlemen,  shall  the 
U  nited  States  have  power  to  take  away  mf  land  for 
a  road,  or  divert  the  water  from  my  mill,  for  a  ca- 
nal ?    Shall  they  have  power  to  seize  on  the  State 
"veorks,  empty  the  feeders  of  State  canals,  drain  off 
Lake  Drummond,  and  change  the  course  of  the 
Roanoke?    The  answer  to. this  has  been  gifen. 
They  have  power  to  do  nothing  but  that  which  is 
necessary  and  proper  for  the  end.     These  acta 
iTvould  be  unnecessary  and  improper;  therefore, 
thev  have  no  right  to  do  them.    But  the  power  as 
to  roreign  commerce  is  equally  extensive,  equally 
liable  to  abuse.    They  have  no  more  right  to  take 
land  for  canals  than  they  have  to  take  it  for  light- 
houses \  yet,  whenever  land  for  that  purpose  has 
been  wanted,  they  have  purchased  it.    if,  then, 
the  laws  protect  us  against  encroachment  on  the 
seaboard,  why  should  we  doubt  their  efficacy  in 
the  interior?     All  powers  are  liable  to  abuse. 
Most  of  those  vested  m  Congress  are  so  in  a  much 
greater  degree  than  this.    The  power  of  taxation 
may  leave  nothing  tp  support  the  State  govern- 
ments.   The  acknowledged  power  over  foreign 
commerce  may  be  so  exercised  as  to  produce  the 
^eatest  oppression.    It  can  never,  then,  be  made 
the  objection  to  the  constitutionality  of  a  measure 
to  say  that  it  is  liable  to  abuse. 

We  are  asked,  |ir,  if  these  powers  were  intended 
to  be  given  y  why  were  they  not  clearly  expressed  ? 
Why  was  it  not  said,  in  so  many  words.  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  make  roads  and  canals  ?    The 
answer  is  easy.    It  is  a  characteristic  of  the  Con- 
stitution that  it  deals  in  general  expressions,  and 
avoids  details  as  much  as  possible,  for  the  plain 
reason  that  all  cases  could  not  be  expressed,  and* 
that  the  expression  of  one  might  be  argued  into 
an  exclusion  of  another  power  equally  intended 
to  pass  by  the  general  words;  as  in  the  present 
case,  if  the  power  had  been  expressly  added  to  the 
clause  of  making  canals  to  facilitate  commerce, 
and  hereafter  some  improvement,  such  as  railways 
or  inclined  planes,  should  be  found  more  conveni- 
ent, the  power  to  make  them  might  be  doubted, 
on  account  of  the  express  power  given  to  make 
canaU.    But  I  think  it  has  been  sufficiently  shown, 
that,  without  recourse  to  implication,  the  grant  of 
all  these  powers  is  sufficiently  established. 

We  are  next  told^  that  the  point  being  at  least 
doubtful,  we  must  resort  to  contemporaneous  expo- 
sition ;  and  we  are,  as  usual,  referred  to  the  num- 
bers of  the  Federalist,  and  to  the  debates  of  the 
Convention.    The  reasons  for  receiving  these  com- 
mentaries with  some  allowance  have  been  already 
stated ;  but,  in  the  present  instance,  the  passage 
of  the  Federalist  so  often  quoted  may  with  as  much 
propriety  be  construed  to  mean  that  the  roads  and 
canals  of  which  he  speaks  are  to  be  the  work  as 
.  well  of  the  General  Government  as  of  the  States 
and  as  to  debates,  we  find  that  in  the  New  York 
Convention  at  least,  the  power  we  contend  for 
supposed  to  btf  ffiven ;  for  an  amendment  was  ex- 
pressly proposed,  and  rejected,  for  its  limitation. 
But  we  deny  the  premises  of  this  objection.    The 
text,  we  contend,  is  express,  and  the  commenta- 
ries are  introduced  to  make  it  doubtful. 


After  one  or  two  other  objections,  the  answers 
to  which  have  been  anticipated,  we  are  told  that 
Mr.  Jefferson  recommended  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  in  order  to  obtain  the  powers  in 
question,  and  that  both  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr. 
Monroe  have  rejected  bills  passed  for  that  purpose, 
because  they  supposed  them  unconstitutional. 

(To  show  the  first  circumstance  incorrectly 
stated,  Mr.  Livirobton  read  the  Message  of  Mr. 
Jeffersoil.]    It  appears,  he  said,  from  this,  that  the 
great  statesman  whose  authority  is  relied  on,  and 
certainty  none  is  entitled  to  more  respect,  recom- 
mended several  objects  of  internal  improvement, 
amon^  which  were  roads  and  canals,  and  others 
not  within  zny  of  the  powers  j^ran ted  to  Congress, 
such  as  a  national  system  or  education,  and  he 
only  recommends  an  amendment  to  embrace  such 
of  the  powers  as  are  not  vested  in  Congress — most 
clearly  indicating  that  the  others,  to  wit,  the  roads 
and  canals,  were.    It  is  true,  that  the  two  next 
Presidents,  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Monroe,  did  re- 
turn bills  on  thb  subject,  but  these  bills  contained, 
each  of  them,  provisions  different  from  this.    Ana 
from  the  language  of  Mr.  Madison's  previous  Mes- 
sage, we  must  conclude  that  these  details,  not  the 
principles  assumed  bjr  the  bill  now  before  us,  were 
the  reason  of  his  objection ;  for  he,  in  that  Mes- 
sage says :  ''And  I  particularly  invite  again  their 
^  attention  [of  Congress]  to  the  expediency  of  ex- 

*  erdsinff  their  existing  potsers,  and,  wJtere  necessary, 
'  of  resorting  to  the  prescribed  mode  of  enlarging 
'  them,  in  order  to  effectuate  a  comprehensive  sys* 
'  tern  of  roads  and  canals,  such  as  will  have  the 
'effect  of  drawing  more  closely  together  every 
'  part  of  our  country,  by  promotinp^  intercourse 

*  and  improvements,  and  by  increasing  the  share 
'  of  every  part  in  the  common  stock  of  national 
<  prosperity," 

And  Mr.  Monroe  clearly  admits  the  power, 
though  he  does  not  derive  it  from  the  same  source 
that  most  of  its  other  advocates  have  relied  on. 
But  give  the  objection  its  most  extensive  interpre- 
tation ;  if  it  should  prove  that  two  Presidents  have 
thought  the  measure  unwarranted  by  any  express 

Sower,  it  also  proves  that  large  majorities  in  both 
ranches  of  the  Legislature  have,  whenever  U  was 
submitted  to  them,  entertained  a  different  opinion, 
and,  as  far  as  Executive  authority  goes,  we  have 
its  unequivocal  opinion  of  the  expediency  of  the 
measure. 

But,  it  is  repeated,  this  is  a  local  measure,  orim- 
natittgin  local  views,  and  will  be  executed  for  Uie 
benefit  of  a  part  of  the  Union  only. 

It  seems  hardly  just  or  reasonable  thus  to  charac- 
terize a  measure  recommended  by  three  successive 
Presidents,  during  a  period  of  more  than  twenty 
I    years,  and  acted  upon  by  several  successive  Legist 
5    latures ;  and,  whatever  may  be  the  private  views 
;    of  any  of  those  who  support  it,  those  views  can 
form  no  juet  ground  of  opposition,  if  the  measure 
be  in  itself  good.    If  what  is  meant  be,  that  it  is 
intended,  and  will  operate  exclusively  for  the  ben- 
efit of  certain  parts  of  the  Union,  without  result* 
ing  in  any  good  to  the  whole,  I  answer,  this  must 
depend  on  the  manner  in  which  the  power  shall 
I  be  directed  to  be  executed  by  a  subsequent  bill ; 
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that  all  local  views,  if  any  should  theo  suggest 
ioezpedient  works,  will  be  defeated  by  the  wisdom 
of  our  successors ;  that  this  would  be  an  abuse  of 
power,  and  that  the  possibility  of  such  abuse  is  no 
argument  against  its  existence.  Besides,  sir,  bow 
can  this  argument  be  reconciled  to  that  which 
supposes  the  exercise  of  this  power  within  any 
State  so  ruinous  as  almost  to  justify  resistance  ? 
But,  if  the  argument  consist  in  asserting  that  the 
execution  of  the  contemplated  works  must  pro- 
duce a  greater  advantage  to  the  places  in  their  vi- 
cinity than  to  others  more  remote,  the  assertion  is 
undoubtedly  true ;  but  every  legislative  act,  with- 
out exception,  is  unequal  in  the  benefits  or  in- 
convenience of  its  operation,  and  we  must  cease 
to  legislate  if  the  power  can  be  legally  exercised 
only  oy  preserving  a  perfect  equality  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  good  and  evil  ol  legislation.  We 
must  have  no  ports  of  entry  because  of  the  ad- 
van|age  the  proprietors  of  stores  and  houses^  situ- 
ated there,  will  derive  from  it.  No  seat  pf  gov* 
emment,  no  county  towns,  must  be  established  by 
the  different  States.  No  public  buildings  must  be 
erected,  because  the  lands  in  their  vicinity  will  be 
augmented  in  value.  No  officers  must  be  appoint- 
ed, because  of  the  advantage  they  derive  from 
their  salaries. 

Leaving'  the  Constitutional  objections,  those 
who  oppose  the  bill  are  the  most  vehement  when 
they  approach  the  question  of  expediency.  If  one 
tenth  part  of  the  evils  they  predict  could  reason- 
ably be  apprehended,  we  ought  not  (although  con- 
vinced of  the  power)  to  exercise  it.  Tyranny, 
oppression,  seizure  of  private  property,  annihilation 
of  State  rights,  breach  of  the  Union,  ruin  and 
desolation  to  the  whole  empire;  these  are  de- 
nounced to  tts  in  all  the  vehemence  of  irresistible 
elocution  as  the  inevitable  consequences  of  the 
measure  we  propose.  But,  though  frequently  urged, 
4he  means  by  which  these  dreadful  predictions  are 
to  be  accomplished  are  not  revealed.  Oracular 
language  has  always  been  obscure ;  and  we  art 
left  to  conjecture  how  a  measure,  of  all  others  the 
least  calculated  to  excite  alarm,  the  least  liable  to 
abuse  in  its  execution,  and  inevitably  accompanied 
by  the  {greatest  local  advantages  to  the  States  into 
which  a  must  be  carried  into  effect,  sbould  provoke 
the  jealousy,  or  cause  the  ruin  of  those  States; 
how  the  promotion  of  commerce  between  the  dif- 
ferent members  of  the  Union,  providing  for  the 
daily  social  intercourse  of  their  inhabitants,  estab- 
lishing; effectual  means  for  their  common  defence 
and  binding  them  in  the  chain  of  mutual  benefits, 
cim  cause  their  separation.  Some,  indeed,  have 
lifted  a  corner  of  the  veil,  and  ffiven  two  dii^iinct 
theories,  on  the  establishment  of  which  they  found 
(I  confess  I  cannot  comprehend  in  what  manner) 
the  accomplishment  of  these  awful  results. 

First,  we  are  told  that  the  latent  vice  of  the 
Constitution,  the  fatal  disease  under  which  it  must 
finally  fall,  is  an  excess  of  power  given  to  the 
General  Government,  enabling  it  to  encroach  on 
t^iose  of  the  States,  and  annihilate  them  in  con- 
8oiidation« 

This  is  a  revival  of  the  old  bugbear  that  frights 
ened  us  in  our  politic^  infancy.    It  was  the  pre- 


diction of  the  a  nti- federalists  wbo  opposed  the  po- 
litical union  of  the  States  under  our  present  bpffj 
Grovernment,  as  it  is  now  of  those  who  oppoe 
their  commercial,  social,  and  defensive  t^oioa  os- 
der  the  means  now  proposed.  Forty  jean  hire 
^lapsed  without  the  most  remote  inaicaiion  {kt 
the  first  prophecy  was  ^bout  to  be  accomplisikfd; 
and  I  trust,  sir,  that  thousands  of  years  will  rcli 
on  in  prosperity  and  tmion  withoot  fuMiagtk 
second. 

I  entertain  the  greatest  respect  for  theopiQiGi& 
of  those  who  entertain  thaee,  fears;  butlcaa&flt 
partici|>ate  in  them.  Unless  I  am  greatly  misuka 
they  acise  from  a  false  conception  of  the  oatoree 
our  Government,  from  a  want  of  due  aUeotiDD^ 
its  structure  and  component  parts.  Were  (k 
powers  of  the  Constitution  vested  in  a  siogie  loai 
or  in  a  permanent  body^  there  would  be  good  rea- 
son for  the  apprehension. 

But,  who  18  it  that  we,  as  representatives  of  lit 
people,  believe  will  encroach  on  the  liberties  ct 
the  people?  We,  ourselves.  We,  the  represa- 
tatives  of  the  people.  Who  do  we  ftar  will  joa 
us  in  overturning  the  governments  of  the  Suiesi 
The  representatives  of  those  very  States;  \» 
guardians  of  their  soverei^ty.  Who  is  to  saa^ 
tioa  those  invasions  of  private  liberty  and  Suu 
sovereignty'?  The  man  dected  by  the  Siat& 
and  by  the  people,  who,  by  a  happy  combioaiioe 
of  both  powers,  derives  his  political  existence  froa 
both.  No  form  of  Government  could  ha?e  be& 
devised  more  happily  framed  to  allay  the  feirsci 
those  who,  justly  attached  to  their  local  soiiwrr 
ties,  wished  to  preserve  them  against  eocroacl- 
ment.  The  people  individually  represented  io  ck 
'branch  by  men  who,  at  stated  and  very  short  vt 
tervals,  return  to  the  mass  of  the  people;  (» 
State  sovereignties  occupying  exclusively  a  secoii 
branch,  with  equal  powers ^  a  qualified  power  d 
rejecting  all  their  acts,  and  full  executive  power 
vested  in  a  man  chosen  under  the  directioo  of  ib^ 
State  sovereignties,  and  those  sovereignties  lefi  i^ 
the  full  exercise  of  their  power.  If  ail  this  does 
not  form  a  barrier  against  any  invaaioa  oi  Staie 
rights,  there  is  no  security  in  Constitutiooal  pro- 
visictns,  and  it  is  in  vain  to  make  any  compact  ki 
restrain  the  exercise  of  power.  I  aeknowled^ 
sir,  that  the  most  express  organic  stipulation  may 
prove  a  weak  barrier  against  interest  or  aiobiiica, 
where  no  countervailing  interest  or  other  swof 
motive  is  proposed  to  check  their  opeiatioo.  Hoe 
neither  interest  nor  ambition  can  be  tempted  fo 
produce  the  effect  that  is^  apprehended  \  aod,  n 
they  could,  effectual  means  are  provided  to  ciieci 
any  enterprise  of  that  nature  that  could  be/broeii. 

What  is  the  particular  fear  %  That  the  Got- 
ernment  of  the  United  Sti^tes,  consisting  oj  tAe 
House  of  Representatives,  the  Senate,  sod  w 
President,  should  use  the  powers  given  i^^"^' "^ 
usurp  others  not  given,  for  the  purpose  of  weaie^ 
ing  first,  and  finally  destroying,  the  Sta^^  .^^^* 
eignties,  and  merging  them  in  one  coo$oIida(w 

?;overnmeat    This  is  supposed  to  be  not  omj 
easible  object,  but  the  natural  tendency  wjaj 
Government  j  the  disease  of  which,  in  its  presea 
form,  it  is  doomed  to  die  j  and  that  aU  ws  atf«»* 
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tioQ  is  required  to  retard  the  fatal  event.  That 
erery  exertion  of  power  is  to  be  considered  as  a 
dangerous  symptom,  and  to  be  repressed,  as  we 
value  our  political  existence. 

First.   Is  it  possible  that  we  can  desire  this 
change ;  that  our  interest  or  ambition  could,  in 
any  event,  be  gratified  by  producing  it?    This 
change,  remember,  is  the  preservation  of  this  Gk)v- 
erument,  and  the  lustration  of  that  of  the  States. 
But,  if  the  State  governments  go,  this  must  go 
with  them.     We  move,  and  breathe,  ftnd  have 
our  being,  only  by  means  of  the  State  governments. 
Destroy  them,  and  we  destroy  ourselves.    A  com- 
plete revolution  must  now  follow.    Therefore, 
neither  our  interest  nor  ambition  could  be  grati- 
fied by  doing  that  which  it  is  said  to  be  pur  natural 
tendency  to  do.    All  illegal  changes  in  govern- 
ment, that  are  not  produced  by  violence,  must  be 
made  by  the  members  of  that  government  itself. 
But,  can  any  change  be  apprehended  from  that 
source,  when  neither  the  interest  nor  the  ambition 
of  the  members  will  be  ^ratified  in  producing  it? 
An  entire  dissolution  of  the  Federal,  as  well  as  the 
State  Governments,  might  tempt  the  rapacity  of  a 
Catiline,  or  the  ambition  of  a  Csesar..   But  that 
is  not  the  evil  apprehended.    It  is  the  a^andize- 
ment  of  this  Government^  not  its  annihilation  ;  it 
is  its  existence  with  inordinate  powers,  not  its  de- 
struction, that  is  feared.     And  the  argument  is, 
that,  preserving  the  present  forms,  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  will  find  it  their  interest  to  be- 
tray the  liberties  of  the  people,  among  whom  they 
ire  to  be  mingled  every  two  years ;  and  the  Sen- 
ators to  destroy  the  State  sovereignties,  by  which 
alone  they  exist.    This  biennial  election,  sir,  is  a 
dreadful  obiection  to    the  supposition  that  we 
should  indulge  this  scheme.     We  must  go  home, 
sir.    What  good  will  our  encroachments  on  the 
State  rights  do  us  then?    We  must  become  a 
part  of  that  people  whose  rights  we  have  betrayed. 
What  interest  can  be  served  by  this  ?    But  we 
will  not  go  home.    We  will  decUre  our  sittings 

?!rmanent,  and  give  a  second  edition  of  the  Long 
arliament !  This  notable  scheme,  depend  on  it, 
will  never  have  a  proposer  or  an  advocate.  Means, 
and  efieetual  means,  would  soon  be  found,  and  we 
Itnow  it,  to  send  us  home ;  ay,  sir,  to  our  long 
honxe !  where  we  should  receive  the  reward  of  our 
loUv  and  treason. 

But  admit  that  we  were  base,  and  unprincipled, 
And  blind  enough  to  desire  this  change — how  are 
We  to  efiect  it  ?  In  the  natural  course  of  things, 
the  attack  on  State  rights  must  originate  in  this 
House ;  it  can  hardly  be  apprehended  in  the  Sen- 
Ue.  But  we,  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
conspire  against  the  State  rights,  so  deservedly 
dear  to  the  people.  Without  any  motive  of  in- 
terest, or  hope  of  gratification,  we  resolve  on  meas- 
ures that  are  to  destroy  them.  This  is  not  enough 
"--the  Senate  must  concur.  It  is  not  sufficient 
ihat  we  lose  our  senses-^the  Senators  must  part 
with  theirs.  And,  when  this  is  effected,  nothing  is 
done  until  the  President  sanctions  our  road  re- 
^Ives,  And  even  then,  if  such  a  state  of  things 
^  be  supposed,  the  difficulties  are  but  begun. 
We  would  have  the  resistance — the  just,  ener- 


getic, and  effectual  resistance,  of  twentv-four 
well  organized  governments,  possessing  (as  1  trust 
they  will  always  possess)  the  attachment  of  the 
people,  to  overwhelm  us  and  our  unholy  and  sense- 
less projects,  in  the  ruin  we  should  deserve. 

In  whatsoever  light,  then,  we  consider  this  appre- 
hension of  encroachment  from  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, it  seems  extraordinary  that  it  should  be 
entertained,  when  it  wants  the  motives  of  private 
interest  or  personal  ambition  to  suggest  it;  or, 
even  if  they  should  exist,  when  its  utter  impracti- 
cability, to  any  extent,  must  discourage  even  rash- 
ness itself  from  attempting  it.  No,  sir ;  the  dan*^ 
ger,  if  any,  may  be  presumed  with  more  truth,  by 
those  who  love  to  prophesy  evil,  in  the  separation 
of  the  States.  This  event,  so  greatly  to  be  de- 
precated^ might  not  want  specious  arguments  to 
support  Its  probability— -if  proper  means  are  not 
resorted  to  for  preserving  their  union.  Make  it 
the  interest  of  each  State  to  be  united  to  the  rest» 
Connect  them  by  the  ties  of  commerce;  facilitate 
the  means  of  that  epistolary  correspondence  which 
preserves  the  bonds  of  kindred,  of  friendship,  and 
acquaintance,  between  the  emigrant  to  the  Wes^ 
and  the  connexions  he  has  left  in  the  Atlantic 
States.  Assure  them  of  prompt  and  efficacious 
aid  against  aggression,  by  means  of  military  ways. 
In  short,  pass  the  bill  on  your  table,  and  follow  it 
by  the  establishment  of  a  wise,  extensive,  and  ef- 
fectual system  for  effecting  the  purposes  it  con*- 
templates.  Every  post  route  you  establish,,  every 
road  you  make,  every  canal  you  dig,  will  be  a  new 
ligament  to  bind  the  Union,  by  the  easiest,  the 
most  natural,  and,  therefore,  the  most  effectual 
bonds*-«tho8e  of  mutual  interest,  social  intef'^ 
course,  common  defence. 

So  far  is  this  from  being  a  looal  measure,  that 
not  a  part  of  the  nation,  however  remote,  but  must 
participate  in  its  benefits.  And  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  determine,  or  even  to  conjecture,  whether 
the  Western  or  the  Atlantic  Suites  would  most 
benefit  by  a  system  of  roads  and  canals,  connects 
ing  the  waters  of  the  one  with  those  of  the  othec 
Certain  it  is,  that  the  advantage  to  both,  would 
be  incalculable.  If  the  one  found  a  ready  market 
for  their  produce,  the  other  would  derive  equal  or 
superior  benefit  by  the  augmented  demand  for  for* 
ei^n  produce  or  domestic  manufacture.  The 
shipping  of  the  most  remote  ports  would  find  in- 
creased employment ;  the  most  distant  manufac- 
tories of  the  Union  would  feel  its  efket^  in  the 
number  of  new  consumers  hi  their  wares,  and  the 
triple  sources  of  national  wealth ;  agriculture, 
manufactures^  and  commerce,  would  feel  its  vivi- 
fying effects,  in  all  their  ramifications. 

Another  theory  has  been  offered  by  a  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Stbvbnson,)  somewhat,.! 
think,  at  war  with  the  last,  but  not,  in  my  opinion, 
more  applicable^  We  are  told,  that  attachment  to 
the  Greneral  Government,  like  the  solar  heat,  de- 
creases in  proportion  to  the  distance  from  the  cen- 
tre. If  So,  I  should  like  to  know — as  a  Represen- 
tive  of  the  most  distant  State,  I  am  interested  in 
knowing— by  what  rule  of  proportion  the  attach- 
ment oAny  constituents  to  the  Union  is  to  be  cal- 
culated.   U  it  in  direct  proportion,  or  as  th^ 
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approach  to  those  high  dtetinies  to  which  it  is 
called ;  of  receiving,  in  the  esteem  and  affection 
of  a  happy  and  united  people,  the  best.refrard 
they  could  bestow;  and  of  passing,  io  dignified 
ease  and  philosophic  retirement,  in  pleasing  recol- 
lections of  the  past,  and  a  happy  anticipation  of 
the  future — the  calm  evening  of  a  long  life,  spent 
in  promoting  the  happiness  of  his  country. 

Sir,  if  we  want  another  occasion  to  remind  this 
highly  favored  State,  this  nursery  of  great  men, 
that  she,  of  all  others,  has  reason  to  rejoice  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Union,  and  pride  herself  on 
its  effects,  we  need  only  look  to  a  neiehboring 
retreat,  and  almost  under  the  trees  that  made  the 
Sase  of  Monticdlo,  where  Madison,  in  the  society 
of  his  illustrious  friend^  and  io  the  consciousness 
of  a  pure  life,  unblemished  even  in  the  violence 
of  party  bv  imputation  of  a  deviation  from  duty, 
hears,  witn  calmness  and  moderation,  the  undi- 
vided voice  of  his  countrymen,  bearing  testimony 
not  only  to  his  wisdom  and  virtue,  but  to  that  de- 
cisive spirit  which  roused  us  from  submission  to 
foreign  insult  and  injury,  taught  us  to  respect  oar- 
selves,  bade  our  little  Navy  ride  triumphant  on 
the  sea,  and  our  citizen  soldiers  to  defeat  veteran 
valor  in  the  field ;  established  our  national  char- 
acter; and,  by  an  honorable  peace,  enabled  his 
successor  to  proceed  in  the  great  work  he  had 
successfully  begun,  of  making  us  respected  abroad 
and  happy  at  home.  That  successor  is  also  a  son 
of  Virginia ;  that  his  Administration  is  one  that 
affords  another  reason  to  his  native  State  for  feli- 
citating herself  on  having  given  him  to  the  unani- 
mous suffrages  of  the  Union,  it  does  not  become 
fne  to  say,  because  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived, 
when  even  that  which  truth  will  sanction,  may 
be  spoken  without  the  imputation  of  an  unworthy 
motive. 

These  men,  their  reputation,  their  virtues,  be- 
long to  us  all — they  are  the  property  of  the  nation. 
But,  would  the  State  which  gave  them  birth,  if 
it  were  possible — ^would  she  surrender  her  particu- 
lar part  in  this  property  T—in  the  gratitude  that 
is  due  for  their  services  ? — in  the  honor  they  have 
acquired  for  their  country — in  the  reverence  with 
which  their  names  will  be  held  by  posterity? 
No,  sir ;  no  consideration  of  minor  interest,  much 
less  the  fear  of  uncertain  evil,  would  induce  her 
to  forego  this  proud  distinction  of  her  citizens — 
this  glorious  heritage  for  their  children. 

The  bill  before  us  nuy  pass^-I  trust,  will  pass — 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  iu  operation  will  show 
bow  vain  have  been  the  fears,  how  false  the  pre- 
dictions of  its  effect. 

When  Mr.  Livingston  had  concluded—- 

The  question  being  put,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Barbodr,  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative — ayes  84,  noes  108. 

The  question  on  rising  Atid  reporting  the  bill 
without  amendment  being  about  to  be  put,  Mr. 
WiCKLiFFB  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking 
out  the  words  "  thirty  thousand  dollars"  and  in- 
serting "fifteen  thousand  dollars,"  (as  the  sum 
appropriated  for  obtaining  the  plans  and  surveys.) 
This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  on  the 
ground  of  economy,  opposed  by  Mir.  TaiiiBLi:,  as 


unnecessary,  f any  unezpended  balance  retanuag 
of  course  to  the  surplus  fund  of  the  Tretsorr.) 
and  discreditable  to  the  coonQy  on  accoootofits 
small  amount.  Mr.  Mallaby  supported  the  ■»• 
tion,  believing  the  sum  sufficient. 

The  question  being  pot,  tlie  ameadmcDt  m 
rejected — ayes  85,  noes  91. 

And  the  House  adjounied. 


ToEBDAT,  Pebraaty  10. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committie 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  refer.'ed 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  (ht 
relief  of  Celestin  Moreau,  of  Louisiana,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  wa: 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  u 
which  was  also  referred  the  bill  from  ibe  Sent:;. 
entitled  *^An  act  confirming  the  heirs  of  Nichoo: 
Baudia,  and  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Chastaog,  to  cer- 
tain tracts  of  land,"  reported,  as  the  opinioa  oi 
the  committee,  that  the  said  bill  ought  not  to  ]»& 
The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  Committee  on  the  PaUk 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  define  the  boundar)*  lis-. 
between  the  £d wards ville  and  Springfield  IxU 
districts,  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;  which  waj  pa: 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrosse<l  and  reaii 
third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Di^trrt 
of  Colambia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petit;::. 
of  Johanna  Collins,  for  a  divorce,  reported  that,  i: 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  prayer  of  tb- 
petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted ;  which  repcr 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  Committee  for  the  District  of  Colambii 
were  discharged  from  the  consideratioo  of  tt 
resolution  of  the  Creneral  Assembly  of  Ohio,  upoa 
the  subiect  of  an  entire  abolition  of  slavery ;  aa^ 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rankin  laid  the  following  resolutioo  ob 
the  table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz : 

Meiohed,  That  the  PrsMdent  of  the  Uaiud  Sum 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House  if  the  liae  inua^ 
to  coDstitute  the  western  boundaiy  of  the  Territdrr  d 
Arkansas  has  been  run,  in  conformitj  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  third  eection  of  the  act  of  Vonptas  ti 
the  dd  of  March,  1833,  entitled  *'  An  act  making  fv- 
ther  appropriations  for  the  military  service  o^  ^ 
United  States  for  the  year   1823,  and  for  other  pai^ 
poses  ;**  and,  if  said  line  has  not  been  nu,  thit  he 
inform  this  House  what  instructions  have  been  f^*^ 
•r  meaaares  adopted,  in  relation  to  the  exMaues  «i 
that  provision  of  the  law,  and  what  csasss  hin  ^ 
vented  said  line  from  being  ma* 

Mr.  Owen  laid  the  following  resolatioa  od  the 
table,  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz: 

Rewolved,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  TreiraiT^ 
directed  to  state  to  this  House  what  practical  c(m<tra^ 
tion  has  been  given  by  the  several  register!  aii^  ^ 
ceivers,  respectively,  on  the  act  of  18tO^  for  the  nm 
of  parchaaers  of  public  landa ;  and  the  instnici*'*' 
given  them  relative  to  said  act,  with  regard  to  feei « 
compensation,  and  whether,  in  his  opiaiea,  by  •  ^' 
root  colistrnction,  the  fees  or  CMBpensatioa  wae  i^ 
qnate  to  the  service,  and  whelte,  bj  the  eooitrsc- 
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those  farored  States  where  the  sun  of  jpatriotism 
ever  shines  anclouded  by  ioterest,  icidinerenee,  or 
fear!    No,  sir;  whatever  might  be  their  desire  to 
defend  us,  they  came  not;  and  the  want  of  those 
means  which  this  bill  is  intended  to  provide,  pre- 
vented them  from  sending  us  arms,  ammunition, 
or  other  necessary  suppues.    Who,  then,  were 
they — these  brave  and  generous  defenders?    Why, 
troly,  sir,  they  were  men  from  Kentucky,  Missis- 
sippi, Tennessee—from  those  parts  where,  by  this 
degrading  theory,  love  oi  country  grows  languid, 
and  patriotism  expires;  and,  as  if  this  example 
'was  designed,  in  all  its  parts,  to  ruAvCOunter  to  the 
argument,  the  roaster  spirit  who  directed  the  op- 
erations that  led  to  these  decisive  results — he,  too. 
came  from  those  regions  remote  from  the  central 
fire.     I  might  go  on,  and  inquire  whether  the 
other  point  of  the  rule  was  better  proved  here,  in 
the  very  focus  of  patriotic  heat?    When  these 
ivalls  were  wrapt  in  flames,  surel}[  not  kindled  by 
that  sacred  fire !  and  when  a  neighboring  town 
escaped  a  similar  conflagration,  not  by  the  arms 
of  brave  citizens  who  decoded  it,  but  by  the  sup- 
plications of  deputies,  who  laid  its  wealth  at  the 
feet  of  their  invaders.    I  shall  not  press  this  part 
of  the  argument,  and  if  I  allude  to  it  at  all,  it  is 
not  in  the  spirit  of  invidious  comparison,  which  I 
utterly  disclaim,  but  because  a  sacred  duty  to  my 
constituentsYequires  that  I  should  show,  in  all  its 
parts,  the  fallacy  of  a  theory  that  would  subject 
them  to  the  imputation  of  wanting  attachment  to 
the  Union  they  have  so  well  defended,  and  de- 
prive them    of  honors  they  have  nobly  won. 
Away,  then,  with  these  fancies,  that  tend  only  to 
excite  jealousies  and  mutual  reproach,  and  that 
do  not  belong  to  the  subject  before  us.    To  that  I 
return,  in  order  to  dispose  of  some  objections  that 
have  been  made  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure. 
It  will  increase  Executive  patronage,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  host  of  new  officers.     This  is 
much  exaggerated  by  supposing  the  object  to  be 
the  support  of  all  the  post  roads  in  the  Union: 
that  is  disclaimed ;  it  is  only  such  new  roads  as 
are  necessary,  and  that  will  not  be  made  by  the 
States.    If  these  require  officers,  they  must  be  ap- 
pointed; and  if  we  fear  the  influence  of  the 
J^resident,  we  may  vest  the  appointments  else- 
where. 

If  this  argument  were  conclusive,  we  should 
have  neither  army  nor  navy,  nor  any  other  useful 
institution.  Government  will  be  imposed  on  if 
they  perform  works  by  contract.  They  have  been 
imposed  on,  it  is  said,  in  building  a  fortilicatioa 
at  New  York.  If  this  argument  is  good,  we 
ought  to  build  no  forts^-KSonstruct  no  worksr^-and 
deprive  ourselves  of  all  defence,  for  fear  of  losing 
money  in  our  contracts. 

To  these  objections  a  gentleman  from  New 
York  has  added  an  apprehension  that  the  United 
iStates  would  seize  on  their  canal.  Sir^  I  might 
as  well  fear  they  would  seize  on  the  Mississippi. 
Neither  the  bill,  nor  the  largest  construction  of  the 
power,  gives  them  any  such  right. 

Yet,  sir,  it  is  on  improbabilities  such  as  these, 
that  the  most  gloomy  apprehensions  are  raised. 
Virginia  seems  particularly  to  entertain  them,  and 


it  has  been  strongly  intimated,  that,  if  this  mea- 
sure is  carried,  ^he  will  regret  that  she  has  yielded 
(he  purse  anil  the  sword.  Virginia  will  regret 
that  she  has  made  a  part  of  the  nation!  I  can- 
not, sir,  but  believe  these  intimations  to  proceed 
rather  from  the  excitement  of  debate,  operating 
on  warm  and  generous  minds,  than  from  any  set- 
tled opinion.  No,  I  will  never  believe  that  a  State 
which  has  always  held  so  distinguished  a  place 
in  the  councils  and  administration  of  the  Union, 
can,  even  for  a  moment,  regret  the  event  that  led 
to  the  proud  pre-eminence  she  has  enjoyed,  and 
still  enjoys.  She  must  remember,  that,  out  of 
thirty-six  years,  which  will  soon  be  completed, 
thirty-two  of  them  will  have  seen  citizens  of  that 
State  administering  the  Executive  power  of  the 
Union,  by  the  free  dioice,  sometimes  by  the  unani- 
mous choice  of  the  whole  nation.  She  can  never 
regret  her  forming  a  part  of  that  closer  federation 
of  the  States,  which  gave  to  her  and  our  Wash- 
ington a  new  title  to  the  gratitude  of  his  country, 
and  the  admiration  of  the  world;  which  added 
the  civic  to  bis  military  crown,  made  him  the 
founder  of  our  strength,  and  union,  and  peace, 
and  happiness,  as  he  had  before  been  of  our  Inde- 
pendence; and  enabled  him,  by  his  second  retire- 
ment, to  complete  that  perfect  character  which 
makes  his  name,  in  all  languages,  synonymous 
with  every  paraphrase  that  can  express  the  union 
of  virtues  and  qualities  never  found  but  in  him; 
which  forms  at  once  the  hero,  the  statesman,  and 
the  patriot.  No!  that  great  name  should  never 
be  profaned  by  a  wi«h  that  wouM  destroy  anyone 
of  the  numerous  titles  it  has  to  the  reverence  of 
bn  country;  the  Union,  formed  under  his  auspices, 
cannot  be  dissolved  without  an  outrage  to  hia 
memory ;  and  even  the  unguarded  expression  that 
conveys  an  idea  that  any  event  may  make  it  de- 
sirable, must  diminish  the  lustre  reflected  by  his 
reputation,  on  the  State  that  gave  him  birth. 

Virginia  cannot,  does  not,  forget^  that,  unless 
she  had  formed  a  member  of  the  Union,  the  Sage 
who  gave  language  and  voice  and  utterance  to 
our  Independence,  would  have  lived  only  to  la* 
ment  the  inefficiency. of  that  decisive  act;  to  wit- 
ness the  weakness,  discord j  and  distress  of  his 
country — ^perhaps  its  utter  ruin,  and  fall  from  that 
station  among  the  Powers  ol  the  earth,  which 
his  immortal  declaration  had  proclaimed.  His 
days  would  have  been  passed  in  endeavors,  per- 
haps unavailing  endeavors,  to  restore  harmony 
and  reconcile  the  jarring  interests  of  the  States. 
•His  valuable  life  would  ha^e  been  abridged  by  the 
deep  cha^in  of  disappointment,  and  have  closed, 
amid  scenes  of  tumult  and  disorder.  Instead  of 
this,  by  the  happiest  and  most  honorable  of  con- 
trasts, he  has  had  the  supreme  satisfaction  of  fos- 
tering that  Independence  which  he  had  announced 
to  the  admiring  world;  of  seeing  it  esuiblishcd 
and  respected  by  an  indissbluble  TOud,  formed  by 
apparent  concession,  but  really  founded  on  the 
most  perfect  reciprocity  of  benefits,  mutually  con-^. 
ferred,  and  mutually  received-^t  promoting,  by 
important  services,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  the 
reputation  and  interest  of  hii»  country^  of  direct- 
ingj  in  the  first  office  ii  could  bestow,  the  rapid 
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And  the  question  being  on  reeommitment— 
Mr.  Cook  made  a  few  observations. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Sadnderb,  to  recommit  the  bfilwith  instruc- 
tions, and  the  yeas  and  nays  stood  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen  of  Mafl- 
tachusetts,  Archer,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P. 
P.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Burleigh,  Bur- 
ton, Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina, 
Cary,  Clark,  Cobb^  Cocke,  Collins,  Crafts,  Craig, 
Culpeper,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  -Carolina,  Find- 
lay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connectlcnt,  Foots  of  New  York, 
Forsyth»  Frost,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Hall,  Harrey, 
Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogehoom,  Hooks,  Jenkins,  Kidder, 
Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  LiTormore, 
Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  Mangum,  Mallary,  Mark- 
ley,  Matson,  Morgan,  0*Brien,  Plamer  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rives,  Saunders, 
Sharpe,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
Spaight,  Sterling,  A.  Stevenson,  Stoddard,  Taylor, 
Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyson, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Wbipnie,  Whitman, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  and  Wood — 85. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allan  of 
Tennessee,  AUison,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartley,  Beecher, 
Blair,  Breck,  Brent,  Brown,  Buckner,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Carter,  Cassedy,  Condict,  Conner,  Cook, 
Crowninshield,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Durfee, 
Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwsrds  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ellis,  Farrelly,  Forward,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Gazlsy, 
Govan,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemp- 
hill, Henry,  Herkimer,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Inghsm, 
laacks,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  John- 
ton,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Letch- 
er, Little,  Litingston,  Locke,  McArthur,  McDuflle, 
McKean,  McKee,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mo- 
Lean  of  Ohio,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Mercer, 
Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsyhania,  Mitchell 
of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Neale,  Newton,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Poinsett, 
Prince,  Rankin,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sand- 
ford,  Scott,  Sloans,  William  Smit|i,  Spence,  Stande- 
fer,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan, 
Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Trimble,  tJdree, 
Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Vinton, 
Warfield,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wick- 
liffe,  Willisms  of  New  York,  James  Wilson,  Henry 
Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  and  Woods— 116. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  RANnoLFH's 
motion  for  indefinite  postponement — 

.  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  observed,  timt  he  had 
listened  with  attention,  and  with  much  satisfac- 
tion, to  the  ?ery  able  discussion  of  this  interesting 
subject,  which  had  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  for  many  days;  a  sub- 
ject of  deep  interest  to  the  country,  as  well  on 
account  of  the  magnitude  of  the  object,  as  the  im- 
portance of  coming  to  a  correct  conclusion  on  the 
Constitutional  power  of  Congress  in  relation  to  it ; 
and  the  result  bad  been,  on  his  mind,  a  thorough 
conviction  that  Congress  did  not  possess  the  power, 
by  the  Constitution,  to  engage  in  a  system  of  in- 
ternal improvements,  as  contemplated  by  this  bill. 
And,  in  addition  to  this,  that,  even  if  Congress 


did  possess  the  power,  it  was  not  expedient,  at 
this  time,  to  attempt  to  exercise  ir. 

And,  although  he  was  sensible  that,  after  the 
long  and  rery  able  discussion  of  the  qoestioB,  til 
House  was  prepared  to  act  upon  it,  and  he  eodd 
not  expect,  by  any  effort  of  bis,  to  change  the 
opinion  which  had  been  deliberately  formed— fet 
he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  enter  his  protest  sgaiss: 
the  principles  which  had  been  advanced  hjik 
advocates  of  the  bill.  And  he  trasted  that  tiie 
courtesy  of  the  House  would  permit  him  to  oecofr 
its  attention  for  a  few  mi  nates,  in  explaioiDg  fatf 
views  on  the  subject,  which  his  situation  ia  coib- 
mittee  had  prevented. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  principles  contended  for 
by  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  ia  my  opioioD,  are 
calculated  to  excite  serious  alarm  ;  the  povs 
which  many  gentlemen  had  claimed,  and  whici 
some  have  declared  "they  will  not  surrender,' 
transcends  the  power  claimed  by  a  roajoritj  of 
the  Congress  during  the  dark  days  of  *9£-d :  ani 
involves  the  right  of  an  extension  of  the  powerof 
Congress,  even  to  the  omnipotence  of  a  Britisk 
Parliai^ent.    Our  system  of  government  preseots 
an  anomaly — it  is  a  confederation  of  indepeodest 
governments — ^it  bears  no  analogy  to  any  othe 
system,  and  gentlemen,  in  my  humble  opioiot 
fall  into  gross  errors  by  any  attempts  to  findaBt!- 
ogy  with  anv  other  Gorernment.    By  some^iti^ 
contended,  ^Mhis  power  must  reside  somewheit; 
the  people  ha?e  surrendered  it ;"  and  they  assoiK 
this  position,  that  "  the  State  governments  do  w^ 
possess  it ;  and,  of  course,  it  must  be  in  Congress.'^ 
Sir,  the  whole  power  of  Congress  is  given  by  yosr 
Constitution ;  from  what  other  source  can  yoc 
derive  it?    It  is  created  by  the  Constitution.  Tb^ 
error  of  gentlemen  appears  to  be,  in  the  applica- 
tion of  the  same  rule  of  construction  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  as  is  justly  apptiff! 
to  the  State  constitutions.    Here,  sir,  the  anaio^r 
fails,  and  the  position  "  that  the  power  must  it^ 
side  somewhere,"  is  wholly  inapplicable  to  tin 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.    The  posinoa 
is,  in  itself,  nndoubtedly  true,  in  part ;  bat  the 
conclusion  does  not  follow.    It  is  ondoubtedlj 
true,  that,  if  the  power  is  not  in  the  people,  it  is 
in  the  State  ffoveroments ;  and  you  will  find  i: 
I  so  admitted :  for  the  power  to  construct  roads  lU 
Clinals  htif  been  in  constant  exercise  in  eTerr 
Sutc  in  the  Union.    The  grand  distinction  ^ 
tween  the  constitutions  of  the  State  gorernmefit& 
nod  of  the  United  States,  is  this— the  Stare  con- 
stitutions limit  and  define  power — ^the  Coosdtv- 
tion  of  the  United  States  grants  power.    Where. 
then,  is  the  analogy  between  them  ?   The  con- 
structive [>ower  of  Congress  is  denied.  , 

If  my  view  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  be  correct,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  unles 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  hasexpresslr 
given  Congress  the  power  to  construct  roads  and 
canals,  you  do  not  possess  this  power,  nor  can  yos 
pass  this  bill,  without  violating  the  rights  of  the 
State  governments.  Indeed,  this  seems,  in  some 
degree,  to  be  admitted :  for  the  advocates  ff^^ 
this,  that  the  power  most  be  executed  either  bjr 
express  delegation  or  by  necessary  itnpiic«t«»- 
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Lod,  sir,  where  do  they  find  it  ?    One  gentleman, 
Mr.  Clay,)  is  fully  persuaded,  that  it  is  contained 
1  the  power  to  establish  post  offices  and  post 
3ads.    Another,  (Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,) 
isclaims  this  ground  entirely  $  but,  sees  it  clearly 
1  the  power  to  regulate  commerce.    Another, 
Mr.  McDuFFiB,)  rejects  this  as  altogether  unien- 
ble ;  but  discovers  it.  as  clear  as  the  noon  day's 
9D,  in  the  power  to  declare  war,  and  the  general 
weeping  phrase,  all  powers  necessary  andproper 
)r  carrying  the  foregoing  powers  into  effect.    It 
I  unnecessary  to  pursue  this  further.    If  the  power 
i  given,  why  do  not  gentlemen  agree  in  what 
art  of  the  Constitution  it  is  to  be  found  7    Sir, 
lis  single  circamstance  convinces  me  that  the 
[twer  is  not  granted.    One  position  assumed  by 
16  advocates  of  this  bill,  is  entitled  to  partic- 
lar  notice ;  it  is  the  assumption  that  the  power 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,"  gives  to  Congress  the 
right  of  appropriating  the  money  so  collected, 
)  any  purpose  whatever."    This  may  properly  be 
:rmed  the  involution  of  power.    That  one  power 
in  create  another,  and  a  greater  power,  is  a 
rinciple  entirely  novel  and  extraordmary  ;  and 
it  be  correct,  the  single  power  vested  by  the 
'oostitotion  in   Congress  to  'May  and  collect 
ixes,"  vesta  in  Congress  a  power  so  absolute,  that 
ly'other  power  granted  by  the  Constitution,  was 
itirely  unnecessary,  and  every  other  part  of  the 
onstitution  must  be  superfluous !    Strange  as  this 
lust  (in  my  view)  appear,  it  has  been  contended 
f  the  gentleman  from   south  Carolina,  (Mr. 
[cDuFFiE,)  that  the  powers  of  Congress,  ^  in 
promoting  the  general  welfare,  are  only  limited 
by  its  own  discretion,  and  the  responsibility  of 
members  to  their  constituents;,  at  tne  elections." 
If  this  principle  be  correct,  to  what  conclusion 
3€s  it  lead  7    Most  eertainlv  this :  that  the  power 
'  Congress  is  absolute  and  despotic,  and  the  Con- 
itution  a  dead  letter ;  and  it  the  rights  of  the 
tate  governments  are  prostrated,  and  the  dearest 
iterests  of  the  people  most  wantonly  sacrificed, 
id  your  Treasury  beggared,  you  find  an  ainple 
medy  in  divmissing  yoor  worthy  agents !    Sir, 
I  my  opinion,  the  people  would  leel   greater 
curity  in  knowing  that  unoonstituttonal  acts 
e  void^  than  in  the  belief  that  they  are  merely 
idabU, 

But,  sir,  supposing  a  bare  majority  believe  you 
)  possess  the  power,  can  it  be  expedient  to  exer- 
se  it  ?  It  is  well  known  that,  if  not  a  majority, 
;  least  a  very  respectable  minority,  and  coknposed 
'  men  of  no  ordinary  talents  and  experience,.8in- 
*rely  believe  Congress  do  not  possess  this  power. 
an  you  persist  in  the  attempt  to  exercise  a  doubt- 
tl  power  1  The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr. 
ivingston)  has,  with  his  usual  candor,  declared 
lat,  '*  if  he  considered  the  power  as  at  all  doubt- 
il,  he  would  not  exercise  iL"  Does  the  power- 
li  opposition  which  this  scheme  of  internal  im- 
rovement  by  Congress  has  met  with,  for  many 
ears,  create  no  doubts  on  the  subject?  Does 
\e  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution, 
^hicQ  has  been  laid  on  our  tables,  calling  on  the 
tates  to  give  to  Congress  this  power,  and  eman* 
ling  from  such  a  source,  (I  make  no  allusion  to 


any  thing  passing  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Le- 
gislature, except  what  is  laid  on  our  tables,  and 
printed,)  does  this  excite  no  doubt  ?  Does  not 
the  repeated  recommendations  of  at  least  three 
Presidents,  that  such  an  amendment  of  the  Con- 
isttution  should  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  States,  furnish  some  evidence  that  at  least 
some  doubts  exist  even  among  the  best  informed 
men  in  our  country,  as  to  the  Constitutional 
power  of  Congress  on  this  subject  ? 

Our  Government,  sir,  is  a  Qovernment  of  opin- 
ion, and  its  strength  and  durability  depend  on  the 
combination  and  preservation  or  the  moral,  as 
well  as  the  physical  power  of  the  country  in  its 
favor ;  with  these  combined,  it  is  the  strongest 
Qovernment  on  earth.  Destroy  the  moral,  and 
the  physical  power  is  gone. 

There  are  two  modes  by  which  written  consti- 
tutions may  be  destroyed— one  by*  force,  by  the 
bayonet!    Spain  furnishes  an  example  df  this. 
The  other  by  sapping  and  mining,    beware  you 
do  not  furnish  this  example!    By  gradual  en- 
croachmenu  on  the  rishts  of  the  States,  and  of 
the  people,  is  there  no  cuioger  of  shaking  the'  con- 
fidence of  the  people  in  the  Administration  of  the 
Government  ?    Is  there  no  danger  of  destroying 
their  confidence  in  the  Constitution,  which  they 
have  always  considered  as  the  charter  of  their 
liberties,  and  the  grand  palladium  of  their  righu  ? 
Where  is  the  necessity,  at  this  time,  for  hazard- 
ing such  an  experiment?    Your  country  has  ex- 
isted, it  has  prospered  for  many  fears  without  it. 
What  is  your  present  condition  Y    It  is  true  we 
were  informed  that  there  was  a  balance  in  the 
Treasury  of  99,000,000.    We  have  since  been  told, 
that  nearly  $3,000,000  of  this  is  wanted  to  meet 
current  expenses    under  former   appropriations, 
leaving  a  balance  of  about  96,000,000.    Have 
you  not  already  pledged  this,  for  the  purchase  of 
the  seven  per  cent,  stock,  by  an  act  passed  durmg 
the  present  session?    Does  not  your  debt  now 
exceed  $00,000,000  ?    And  do  you  not  propose  to 
increase  it,  by  adding  95,000,000  for  Spanish 
claims?    Do  you  believe  a  national  debt  a  na- 
tional blessing?    Sir,  you  cannot  meet  the  car- 
rent  demand  for  1825,  without  new  loans  or  taxes ! 
We  are  told,  sir,  that  onlf  930,000  is  required  by 
this  bill !    If  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  the  Cum- 
berland load  commenced  with  a  less  amount ;  but 
how  did  it  end  ?   Nearly  92,000,000  have  already 
been  expended,  and  it  is  not  ended  yet  ?    You 
are  constantly  appropriating  your  20  and  9^0,000 
for  its  preservation,  for  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  miles  of  road  5  and  you  have  now  on  your 
table  a  bill  to  extend  this  road— to  increase  this 
sinking  fund.    Sir.  this  Cumberland  road  affords 
an  example,  which  ought  to  warn  you  of  your 
danger— at  least  to  pause  and  reflect  before  yoa 
proceed  another  step. 

Yoa  have  been  engaged,  session  after  session, 
in  devising  some  mode  for  its  preservation ;  and 
what  is  its  present  condition  ?  In  whose  hands 
is  the  power  to  regulate  and  govern  this  road — to 
preserve  it  from  wanton  injury  ?  Do  the  States 
through  which  it  passes  protect  it?  No,  sir!  Does 
Congress  possess  or  exercise  any  jurisdiction  over 
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it  ?  No,  sir !  You  have  pataed  bills  for  erecting 
toll-gates.  Your  bills  have  been  returned  by  the 
Ezecutire,  with  objections  to  their  constitution- 
ality. This  great  question  is  unsettled ;  and  will 
you  involve  yourselves  deeper  and  deeper  in  such 
difficulties  ?  I  beg  gentlemen  to  pause.  Do  not 
open  a  drain  from  your  Treasury,  which  will  ex- 
haust all  your  resources — excite  sectional  jealou- 
sies ;  array  the  old  States,  which  have  made  their 
vast  improvements  by  their  own  means  and  re- 
sources, against  the  new  States,  which  are.  by  this 
scheme  of  internal  improvement,  to  be  tne  only 
gainers !  Sir,  will  you,  by  passing  this  bill,  open 
the  doors  of  your  Treasury  to  an  expenditure,  far 
beyond  the  civil  list,  and  the  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  your  Army  and  Navy — and  not 
even  stop  to  inquire  how  these  roads  and  canals 
are  to  be  kept  in  repair  1  or  who  has  the  cooser- 
ration  of  them? 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  this  scheme  of  in- 
Icrnal  improvement  is  to  bind  your  union  toge- 
ther. Let  gentlemen  beware,  lest,  in  their  great 
seal  to  bind  the  union  of  these  Stales,  they  m- 
fortanately  break  the  cord  ! 

I  hope,  sir,  the  motion  for  postponement  will 
prevail,  and  that  we  shall  wait  until  an  opportu- 
nity be  offered  for  the  States  to  act  upon  the  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  Constitution  granting  to 
Congress  the  power  in  question,  and  to  pay  off 
our  national  debt;  and  if,  sir,  the  amendment 
proposed  to  the  Constitution  should  be  adopted, 
and  your  Treasury^  overflow,  we  shall  all  cheerfully 
unite  in  "  providing  for  the  common  defence  and 
in  promoting  the  general  welfare."  But  if  the 
motion  to  postpone  shall  not  prevail,  I  shall  feel 
it  my  duty  to  propose  an  amendment,  to  clear  the 
bill  of  Constitutional  objections,  which  it  has  not 
been  in  my  power  to  propose  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  indefinite 
Bostponement,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

YiAB — Messrs.  Alexsnderof  Virginia,  Allen  ef Mas- 
saehusstts.  Archer,  Barber  of  Gonnecticnl,  P.  P.  Bsr- 
b««r,  Bartlett,  Bassett»  Bradley,  Back,  Burleigh,  Bnr- 
tMi,  Gadj,  Gambreleng,  Gampbell  of  South  Garolina, 
Gary,  Glark,  Gobb,  Gollins,  Gonnsr,  Crafts,  Graig, 
Culpspar,  Day,  Dwinell,  EsIod,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  FiodUy,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Gonneelicnt,  Fools 
of  New  York,  Frost,  Ganiett,  Ostlin,  Gist,  Hall,  Ear* 
vey,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Jenkins, 
Kiddor,  Ladirop,  Lcftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liver- 
more,  Long,  Loagfellow,  McCoy,  If angnm,  Msllsry, 
Msrkley,  Mttson,  Morgan,  O^Brien,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Randolph,  Reed,  Richards,  Rives,  Saun- 
ders, Sharps,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
Spaight,  Sterling,  A.  StSTenson,  Stoddard,  Taylor, 
Ten  Byck,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomiinson,  Tracy, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Van  Wyck,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Winiams  of  New 
Totk,  Williams  of  VirginU,  Williams  of  North  Caro- 


lina,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  and  Wood— S6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Bailey,  Baylies,  J.  S. 
Batbour,  Bartlev,  Beecher,  Blair,  Breek,  Brent, 
Brown,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cassedy,  Cook, 
GrowttinsbMid,  Cashman,  Gnthbart,  Dnrfee,  Dwight, 


Eddy,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Forsyth,  Forward,  FalWr,Gtt.   i 
risen,  Gazlay,  GoTan,  Gnrtey,  Hamilton,  HitHi,  Hit* 
den,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Holcombe,  Hoqs-  i 
ton,  Ingham,  Isaeks,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  Virginti,  ^ 
J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kremer,  Lawreon, 
Lee,  Letcher,  Little,  Livingston,  Locke,  McAniic,  I 
MeDttflie,  McKean,  McKee,  McKim,  McLaae  of  IM> 
aware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Martindale,  Martin,  Mitki 
Mercer,  MeCeaUe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  PenoifUuii, 
Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  KenCacky,  M«oi«  d 
Alabama,  Neale,  NeUon,  Newtoo,  Owen,  Pttuntt 
of  PennsylTsnia,  Paiteraoa  of  Ohio,  Pluaier  of  Pna* 
syWania,  Poinsett,  Prince,  Rankin,  Reynoldt,  Ri4 
Rogers,  Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sloaae,  William  Smrtl, 
Spence,   Standefer,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Sumi, 
Strong,  Swan,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentoekj,  TW. 
TVimble,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  if 
Ohio,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne,  Webster,  Wluttk* 
sey.  White,  Wickliffe,  James  ^Uson,  Heniy  WiUoi. 
and  Wibon  of  Ohio— 113. 

So  the  House  refused  to  postpone  the  bill. 

Mr.  Foot  mored  (he  following  amendment  to 
the  bill — to  strike  out  all  that  follows  iheeoseiiAi 
clause,  and  insert  the  following : 

**That,  on  application  of  th/t  Lagialataie  of  uf 
SUte  or  Territory,  the  President  of  the  Uaited  Sttls 
is  hereby  authorised  to  employ  aneh  officers  of  ih 
corps  of  engineers  ss  he  may  think  proper,  to  miki 
the  necessary  sarTeys,  plans,  and  estimates,  of  Mi 
roads  snd  canals  as  he  may  deem  of  national  ioporv 
tance  in  a  military  point  of  view,  or  necessary  for  tb 
transportation  of  the  public  mail  within  sock  Sute « 
Territory ;  and  cause  a  copy  of  such  surreys,  pltM 
and  estimates,  when  completed,  to  be  laid  before  Cm- 
greas,  and  a  like  copy  to  be  laid  befora  the  Legiilatin 
of  anch  State  or  Tenitory." 

«'Sac.  S.  And  be  U  fiiriker  enaefed,  Tbst  tluit 
shall  be  aUowad  and  paid  to  eaeh  officer  of  the  coif 
of  aaginaeia,  in  addition  to  the  pay  now  allowed  bf 
law,  — —  per  day  for  eaeh  day  s«cli  olficer  skill  ^ 
employad  under  the  pronsion  of  this  aol,  ss  t  M 
compensation  for  such  aerrioes  and  aatia  apsatw^ 
tending  the  same,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  meoeys  is  ifei 
Treasury  not  otherwiie  appropria^d." 

The  question  being  taken,  withont  debate,  tk 
amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Reynolds  then  moved  to  strike  out  tk 
word  '^  thirty"  fin  the  appropriating  olaose)  aa^ 
insert  "  twenty.''  The  qoesuon  being  takea,  tlK 
amendment  was  negatifwL 

The  question  waa  then  pat  on  eDgmssiaf  Ae 
bill  for  a  third  raadiog^-^nd  the  yeas  and  itf> 
being  called  for  by  McCot,  stood  as  foUovs: 
.  Yaas— Maasrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  oT  Tsbsmm. 
Allan  of  Tennaasae,  AUisoo,  Bailey,  BayliM,  1 9 
Barbour,  Bartley,  Beachar,  Blair,  Bt^ek,  Bicat,  Bntn> 
Campbell  of  Obio,  Caxtar,  Casaedy,  Condkt,  Cmk. 
Crowainshiaid,  Cuahman,  Cuthbert,  DniiM,  Dviffct 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  EUis,  FarreUj,  Fw 
ayth,  Forward,  Fuller,  Garriaoa,  Gaalay,  Gotso.Gv* 
ley,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Haydao,  HeoiphiiJ,  Uo'!- 
Herkimer,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Inghsm,  U^ 
Jennings,  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  JoboMO,  f 
Johnson,  Kent,  Kremer,  Lawrenes,  Lee,  LetclMr. 
Little,  Livingston,  Locke,  McArlhur,  McDuffie,  m- 
Keen,  McKee,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLctf 
of  Ohio,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Mercer.  Met- 
calfe, MiUer,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylrsnis,  MitcbtU  ^ 
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Mai^Uod,  Moon  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Afabanw, 
Neaie,  NoImb,  Newton,  Owen,  Pattaraon  of  PoDDsyl- 
vmntm,  Petteraon  of  Ohio,  Plamer  of  Ptamjhrania, 
PoinMU,  Prince,  Rankin,  Rejnolda,  Rich,  Rogeia, 
Roaa,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sioane,  Wm.  Smith,  Spence, 
Standefer,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Storra,  Strong, 
Swan,  Teat,  Thompaon  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Trimble, 
Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio, 
Vinton,  Warfield,  M'ayne,  Webater,  Whittlesey, 
White.  Wickliffe,.  Jamea  WUson,  Henry  Wilson, 
and  Wilson  of  Ohio— 115. 

Nats — Messrs.  Al<^xander  of  Virginia,  Allen  of 
Masoachasetta,  Archer,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P. 
Barbonr,  Bartlett,  Baaaett,  Bradley,  Back,  Barleigh, 
Barton,  Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  Sooth  Caro- 
lina, Gary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Collins,  Conner,  Crafts.  Craig, 
Calpeper,  Day,  Dwinell,  Eaton,  Edward  of  North 
Carotiaa,  Fiadlay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foole 
of  N«w  York,  Froat,  Gamett,  Gatitn,  Oiat,  Hall,  Har^ 
vey,  Herriek,  fiobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooka,  Jenkins, 
Kiddof,  Latbrop,  Leftwkh,  Lincoln,  Litchlleld,  Livor- 
more.  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  Mangum,  Ma|jary, 
Markley,  Matson,  Plnmer  of  New  Hampshire,  Ran- 
dolph, Reed,  Richardo,  Rives,  Sannders,  Sbarpe,  Sib- 
ley, Aithur  Smith,  Aleiander  Smyth,  Speight,  Ster- 
ling, A.  Stevenaon,  Stoddard,  Tavlor,  Ten  Byck, 
Thorn  peon  of  Georgia,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tncker  of  South  Carolina^  Tyson,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Whipple,  Whitman,  WU- 
liama  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  WilUama 
of  North  Carol'ma,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  Wood, 
and  Woods — 86. 

To-morrow  was  then  assigned  for  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  said  bill. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

Mr.  Too  then  moved  that  tbe  House  so  iato 
Commitieeof  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
with  a  view  to  take  ap  tiie  bill  for  a  revision  of  the 
tarifil 

Mr.  RAifnoi«PH  rose,  and  said:  ^  Sufficient  for 
the  day  is  the  evil  tbercSoT'-^I  hope  the  House  will 
do  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  Hamilton  was  going  on  with  some  retnarics, 
bearing  in  part  on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  when  Mr. 
Taylor  called  him  to  order-— and  the  Chair  de- 
cided that  he  vras  out  of  order,  on  a  qaestion  mere* 
If  to  take  op  the  bill,  to  go  into  its  merits. 

The  question  was  then  pot  on  Mr.  Ton's  ido- 
tiou,  and  carried-^-aycs  93,  noes  82. 

The  House  aceordtnglf  went  into  Committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Con- 
MCT  in  the  Chair ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tod, 
took  op  the  tariff  bill ;  which  was  read,  in  part,  at 
the  Clerk's  ubie. 

Some  progress  having  been  made  in  the  read^ 
ing— 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Wbbster,  the  Committee 
rose^  reported   progress,  and   had  leave  to  sit 

Bgato. 

The  House  tlien,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Webstbr, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole^  on  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  letters  patent  to  Samuel 
Brown. 

Mr.  W.  stated  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  quoted  precedents  to  show  that  similar  acts 
had  frequently^  passed. 

The  Committee  roee,  and  reported  the  bill  with- 


out amendment;  and,  after  some  conversation 
between  Mr.  Littlb  and  Mr.  Burton,  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


WsDNBSDAY,  February  11. 

Mr.  Little,  from  the  Committee' on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Catharine  Lauderman,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  comtnitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  L.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  John  Bradford,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  Charles  Bradford ;  which  tull  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  fWtm  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Hanson  Kelly,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment;  and  the  bUl  was  commitied  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  to  revive  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  compiHisation 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  the  clerks  employed 
in  their  offices,  and  of  the  Librarian,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  to-day ;  which  was  sub- 
sequently done,  and  the  bill  passed. 

The  resolution  yesterday  ofiered  by  Mr.  Ran- 
kin, respecting  the  boundary  lineof  Arkansas,  was 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Owen. 
respecting  the  coinpensation  of  the  registers  ana 
receivers  of  land  offices,  was  taken*  up  and  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Floyd  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  leqnsideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

ReBoked,  Thst  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  rsqnested  to  inform  this  House  whether  the  rules 
and  regulations  compiled  by  (General  Soott,  for  the 
government  of  the  army,  and  repeded  by  an  act  of  Con* 
gross  of  the  7th  of  May,  1823,  are  new  enforced  in 
the  army,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  by  what  authority 
the  seme  has  been  adopted  and  enlbrced. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jbnninob,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establiahing  a  land  office  at 
Indianapolis,  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Footb,  of  New  York^  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  term 
of  service  in  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  from 
forty-five  to  forty  years,  except  in  eases  of  inva-^ 
ston  or  insurreotion. 

In  pursuance  of  the  notice  given  vesterday,  Mr* 
Thompson,  of  Georgia,  moved  for  leave  to  intro* 
duce  a  bill  directing  the  payment  of  the  Georgia 
militia  claims,  for  services  rendered  during  the 
years  1792, 1793,  and  1794. 

The  SpBAKEft  decided  that  the  said  motion  was 
not  in  order,  inasmuch  as  the  subject-matter  tBEi- 
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braced  by  the  bill  was  already  before  the  House, 
in  the  shape  of  a  report  from  the  Comniittee  on 
Military  Afiairs,  made  on  the  28th  ultimo,  which 
had  beeu  committed,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  a  given  day ;  and  that  the  granting  the 
leave  asked  to  introduce  the  bill,  would  have  the 
efiect  of  bringing  the  same  subject->matter  into  dis- 
cussion in  two  different  forms,  and  at  two  differ* 
ent  periods. 

Engrossed  bills,  of  the  foUowin  jf  titles,  viz : 

An  act  to  define  the  boundary  hne  between  the 
Edwardsville  and  Springfield  land  districts,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois ;  An  act  to  authorize  the  is* 
suing  of  letters  patent  to  Samuel  Brown  ;  An  act 
to  procure  the  necessary  plans,  estimates,  and  sur- 
veys, upon  the  subiect  ot  roads  and  canals ;  were 
resbectively  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz :  ''An  act  to  secure  the  accountability 
of  public  ofi&cers  and  others ;"  and  ''An  act  au- 
thorizing the  building  of  an  additional  number  of 
sloops  of  war,  for  the  naval  service  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  respectively  read  twice,  and 
committed,  the  first,  to  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means;  the  second,  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Condict  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
imposinff  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Ton  said  that  the  subject  of  protecting  do- 
mestic manufactures,  by  duties  on  imports,  had 
been  so  often  discussed,  that  a  particular  explana^* 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  would  not 
probably  be  wanted.  That  he  should  state  the 
details  and  objects  of  the  bill,  and  aome  of  the 
reasons  in  their  favor,  as  briefly  as  possible.  That 
there  was  nothing  here  proposed  that  was  new  in 
principle — ^nothing  but  to  extend  and  equalize  a 
system  which  experience  had  shown  to  be  roost 
beneficial,  and  to  gijre  to  other  departments  of  do- 
mestic industry,  and  other  oppressed  portions  of  the 
community,  something  of  that  protection  which 
our  laws  had  so  liberally  and  wisely  given  to  the 
cultivators  of  cotton,  of  sugar,  and  to  all  the  in- 
terests of  navigation. 

One  object  of  the  bill,  said  Mr.  T.,  is,  that,  as 
to  some  certain  manufactured  articles,  the  raw 
materials  of  which  exist  in  abundance  at  home, 
we  should,  by  legislative  provision,  give  to  our 
own  workmen,  not  the  exclusive  supply  and  com- 
mand of  even  our  own  market,  but  barely  give 
them  a  part  of  the  business  of  furnishing  our  own 
people  with  the  plain,  rough  necessaries  of  life. 
That  another  object  of  equal  importance  was, 
that,  instead  of  continuing  to  support  the  agricul- 
turists of  Europe  ia  almost  every  thing,  we  may 
be  compelled,  by  using  more  home  manufactured 
articles,  to  give  to  the  farmers  of  our  own  country 
some  market  for  their  products.  And  another  ob- 
ject, not  inferior  in  magnitude  to  either  of  the  for- 


mer two,  was,  to  give  to  the  cooatrjr  that  streo^ 
and  power  which  arise  from  pos&essiag,  witbio  it- 
self, the  means  of  defence,  and  to  rescoe  it  froc 
the  danger  and  disgrace  of  habitual  rdiaiice  opoa 
foreign  nations  for  the  common  daily  aeeesstna 
of  life. 

That  the  duties  proposed  were  upon  two  dis- 
tinct classes  of  articles.  One  class  is  that  upos 
silks,  linens,  cutlery,  spices,  and  some  other  tbi&^ 
of  less  importance,  most  of  which  are  not  oeco- 
saries  by  any  means,  and  which,  with  few  excep- 
tions, do  not  much  interfere  with  any  home  pro- 
duction, or  with  any  manufacture  which  ik 
country  is  now  prepared  for.  That  most  of  tbet 
articles  were  char|^  in  the  bill,  with  the  idesii- 
cal  increase  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  tb 
Treasury — this  for  the  purpose  of  revenue  chieiT 
and  to  make  up  to  the  Goverament  the  deficin- 
cies  which  may  probably  be  occasioned  by  cbed- 
ing  the  exeesatve  imporuitioa  of  other  ariieles- 
but,.that  the  important  duties  proposed  in  thebi 
were  for  the  purposes  of  protection,  and  were  opa 
iron,  hemp,  lead,  glass,  wool,  and  woollen  gootf^ 
Mr.  T.  said  he  was  not  going  to  trouble  (I? 
Committee  with  a  debate  upon  the  question,  wk^ 
ther  our  country  ought  to  be  dependent  upon  tk 
monarchies  of  Kurope  for  those  necessary  ariic!& 
if  such  dependence  can  be  avoided.  Upon  ibi: 
matter  he  was  content  to  take  the  opinion  of  ib 
Committee,  such  as  it  was  already,  and  wock 
go  on  to  abk  whether  such  dependence  couM  x 
avoided. 

It  is  known  that  almost  every  State  in  the  Uciff 
is  capable  of  producing  iron  sufficient  for  the  sup- 
ply of  its  own  population,  and,  many  of  the«B.i 
great  deal  more ;  and  that  this  can  be  tSeod 
without  taking  a  single  hand  from  anv  profittW 
employment,  and  without  any  stimulus,  ezee^ 
that  of  a  market 

As  to  hemp,  it  was  not  extravagant  to  say,  tint, 
of  first  rate  nemp  land,  for  every  one  acre  whici 
can  be  found,  tbrooghoat  all  Europe,  we  bin- 
perhaps,  ten  acres  cleared,  and  not  ai^icable  ^ 
any  other  profitable  cultivation.    That  in  M 
we  may  challenge  the  globe.  haTing  not  ffliae 
only,  but  whole  territories  of  the  richest  ore.  ^ 
fectlv  inexhaustible,  and  this  in  the  vicinity  of  sar- 
igable  waters.    That,  of  wool,  it  was  certain  ibit 
not  only  every  State,  bat  every  district  of  ererr 
State,  was  capable  of  aroducing  enough,  at  ks^ 
for  all  our  own  aaes.    That  of  glass,  the  matoals 
are  every  where.    If  Provideoce,  said  Mr.  T^ 
meant'  any  conntnf  to  be  independent  of  otben 
for  the   means  of  sabsistenee,  that  cooatrT  i' 
ours.    The  question  then  comes,  Have  aarvfofk 
industry  and  spirit  enouffh  to  make  use  of  tJifse 
natural  advantages  of  the  country  1    The  oslf 
effectual  protection,  generallv,  which  oar  msoo* 
factores  ever  bad,  was  by  tne  late  war.    Tho«. 
possessing  by  accident  what  other  nations  gir«  ^ 
legislation  to  their  own  people,  the  commaDd  » 
the  home  market,  our  workmen  made  a  progrts 
that  never  was  exceeded  any  where.    Iron  vis 
fabricated  to  an  extent  wanting  but  aboat  three 
thousand  tons  of  the  whole  consumptioo  of  tk 
country.    Our  woollen  masafaetorcB,  thoogb  aot 
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quite  so  far  adTanced,  were  carried  on  with  equal 
vigor,  and  with  the  same  prospect  of  ultimate  suc- 
cess, or  rather  with  the  same  certainty  of  soon  be- 
comine  fully  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  coun- 
try. Our  home  supply  of  white  and  red  lead,  and 
shot,  was  equally  sumcient.  Bart  ben  wares  were 
fabricated  in  immense  quantities,  and  with  an  ele- 
gance beginning  to  rival  the  workmanship  of  Eu- 
rope. In  fflass,  our  people  not  only  began  to  rival, 
but  actually  had  rivalled,  the  workmen  of  Eng- 
land. Except  some  "fine  articles  rarely  wanted, 
we  were  supplied  altogether  from  the  home  man- 
ufacture. It  is  notorious,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  all  our 
manufactures  of  iron,  lead,  glass,  earthen  wares^ 
woollen,  and  cotton  goods,  flourished.  We  say 
that  they  also  caused  the  country  to  flourish  by 
giving  employment  to  the  industrious,  a  market  to 
the  farmer,  value  to  property,  life  to  every  sort  of 
valuable  business. 

Peace  came,  and  shortly  after,  the  new  tariff. 
It  may,  said  Mr.  T.,  be  deemed  absurd  to  argue 
DOW  against  a  law  which  passed  eight  years  ago, 
and  the  mischief  of  which,  whatever  it  is,  may 
now  be  supposed  t6  be  done  and  irretrievable.  But 
the  mischief  of  it  is  not  yet  finished.  The  tariff 
of  1816,  is  what  is  here  proposed  to  be  repealed  in 
part,  and  it  is  necessary  now  to  protest  against  the 
impolicy  of  the  measure.  What  at  that  time  was 
the  situation  of  the  country  every  one  knows.  The 
most  important  of  our  manufacturing  establish- 
ments were  just  beginning.  They  were  yet  to 
^in  skill  in  management,  system,  habit,  all  the 
indispensable  requisites  which  experience  only  can 
give.  Probably  nine  tenths,  at  least,  of  the  own- 
ers were  in  debt,  and  only  getting  slowly  out  of  it 
by  the  weekly  profits  of  their  business.  In  a  word, 
according  to  the  emphatic  name  long  ago  given 
by  universal  popular  consent,  they  were,  in  every . 
resoect,  infant  manufactures.  To  expect  that, 
uuder  such  circflmstances,  our  countrymen  should 
be  able  to  rival  in  cheapness,  the  old,  established 
foreign  manufactures,  was  to  expect  what  never 
yet  happened  in  any  country.  So  that,  what  in 
1816  was  called  a  moder^tte  protecting  duty  would 
searpely  have  been  adequate  protection  against  a 
fair  and  liberal  European  competition,  but  was 
absolutely  nothing  against  the  little  tricks  of  op- 
pression by  which  wealthy  foreigfn  manufacturers 
can  afford  to  throw  away  cargoes  of  their  goods, 
at  reduced  prices,  or  at  no  prices,  in  order  to  break 
down  a  growing  rival,  and  indemnify  themselves 
by  fleecing  the  whole  country  afterwards. 

It  was  not,  continued  Mr.  T.,  said  or  believed, 
that  there  was  any  design  by  the  tariff  of  1816,  to 
put  down  our  rising  manufactures.  But  the  mis- 
take was  not  pernicious. 

It  was  the  fashion  of  the  day  to  consider  the 
question  of  protection  to  domestic  industry,  not  as 
a  question  between  our  manufacturers  and  those 
abroad,  or  between  our  own  country  and  foreign 
nations,  but  as  a  question  merely  between  our  own 
manufacturers  on  the  one  side,  and  all  the  remain- 
ing classes  of  our  own  people  on  the  other :  and 
that  whatever  could  be  withheld  from  the  mechanic 
was  not  to  be  lost  to  the  nation — ^not  at  all,  but 
only  divided  among  the  farmers,  the  planters,  and 
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the  merchants.  Then  there  was  the  cry  about 
taxing  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few;  and* 
monopoly.  But  what  had  chief  effect  in  destroy- 
ing our  manu£»ctures,  and  almost  bringing  us 
back  a^ain  into  colonial  bondage,  was  that  theory 
of  foreign  speculative  writers  cidled  political  econ- 
omists. A  doctrine  which  is  now  mentioned,  be- 
cause it  is  yet  adhered  to,  and  if  not  opposed,  is 
now  as  conclusive  against  the  bill  as  it  was  in  1816 
against  any  efficient  protection  of  domestic  indu»* 
try.  This  doctrine  teaches  that  all  interference 
like  the  present,  by  legislation,  has  merely  the  ef- 
fect to  force  capital  from  one  employment  into 
another.  That  this  forcing  can  omy  be  from  an 
employment  more  productive  into  an  employment 
less  productive,  to  the  certain  injury  of  the  com* 
munity.  The  argument  prevailed.  We  have 
seen  the  effects. 

Under  this  tariff,  said  Mr.  T.,  first  went  all  the 
newly  ereeted  manuActures  of  earthen  ware. 
They  and  their  workmen  are  now  no  more  talked 
of  than  if  they  never  had  existed.  In  the  same 
way  went  the  roost  of  our  glass  factories,  our 
manufactures  of  white  and  red  lead,  our  woollens^ 
our  hemp.  Domestic  iron  has  lingered  a  while 
longer,  and  still  holds  a  feeble  existence,  dwind- 
ling every  year,  and  gradually  sinking  under  for- 
eign importations.  All  the  devastations  and  losses 
of  the  war  were  nothing  compared  with  the  devas- 
tations and  losses  of  manufacturing  capital  under 
the  tariff  of  1816. 

But,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  sum  total  of  destruction 
of  domestic  industry  will  never  be  credited,  unless 
we  refer  to  the  public  records  for  the  amount  of 
manufactures  brought  from  abroad,  by  which  our 
own  have  been  oppressed,  excluded,  and  supplied* 
In  the  first  year  of  peace,  we  imported,  or  there 
was  imported  for  us,  of  lead  and  shot,  thirteen 
millions  of  pounds ;  of  white  and  red  lead,  seven 
millions;  perhaps  more  than  enough  for  two  years' 
consumption  of  the  country,  even  if  we  had  none 
of  our  own.  The  average  of  the  imports  of 
both  since  the  peace,  amotmts,  for  each  year,  to 
7,749,368  pounds  and  the  average  cost,  to  near 
half  a  million  of  dollars  a  year. 

Of  hemp,  in  the  first  year  of  peace,  we  received 
6,507  tons.  This  is  the  highest  importation,  ex» 
cept  that  of  1822,  which  was  8,903  tons.  Average 
importation  of  hemp,  since  the  peace,  4,972  tons 
each  year. 

Cost  of  it,  in  1821        -       -       -    $510,489 

1822  -   -   -   876,687 

1823  -   -   -   662,591 

This  is  altogether  independent  of  the  manufactures 
of  hemp,  for  which,  ror  the  last  three  years,  we 
have  paid,  on  an  average,  $849,603  a  year. 

Earthen  ware,  being  altogether  an  ad  valorem 
article,  the  amount  imported  cannot  be  conveni- 
ently ascertained,  except  for  some  few  late  years. 

In  1822,  we  paid  for  them          -  $1,061,263 
1823 1,047,708 

All  these  values  and  sums  are  of  the  imports,  after 
deducting  the  yearlv  re-exportations  of  the  same 
article ;  and  show  the  quantities  consumed  in  the 
couutry.    Glass  is,  pvtlyi  an  ad  valorem  artiek^ 
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For  the  rear  1823,  it  cost  us  upwards  of  half  a 
.million  di  dollars.  ^ 

Upon  an  average  of  the  last  three  yeats,  oar 
imported  woolleir  goods  have  cost  us  nearly  nine 
millions  a  year.    That  is — 

In  1821 ^,057,330 

1822  -        -        -        -        -     11,986,684 

1823  -        -        -        -        -      7,786,677 
During  the  first  year  of  peace,  our  country 

was  inundated  with  foreign  woollen  goods,  to  the 
amount  of  $14,685:399.  'No  doubt  hut  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  them  were  sent  for  the  express 
purpose  of  giuttinff  the  market  with  double  the 
quantity  that  could  be  consumed. 

Domestic  bar  iron  made  the  longest  resistance. 
Our  foreign  supply  for  1816,  the  first  year  of  the 
peace,  was        -       -       -       -        12,282  tons 

In  1817,  it  rose  to  -        -        19,479  tons 

And  varied  from  that  but  inconsiderably,  until 

1822,  when  it  amounted  to  thirty-one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  seyen  tons.  In  1823,  it  amount- 
ed to  thirty-three  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  tons;  and,  in  the  same  year,  the 
consumption  of  imported  sheet  iron,  rods,  and 
hoops,  was  seven  thousand  and  forty-one  tons. 
Even  pig  iron  has  gradually  increased  from  one 
hundred  and  four  tons,  in  1 818,  to  an  importation 
of  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  eleven  tons  in 

1823.  Add  that  all  the  steel  we  use  is  imported. 
But  of  this  there  is  no  complaint.  Perhaps  it  can- 
not be  fabricated  at  home  as  good  as  the  import-. 
ed«  Steel  is  not  charged'  with  any  additional 
duty  by  this  bill.  Add,  also,  the  manufactures  of 
iron  and  steel,  which  are  imported  to  the  amount 
of  about  two  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  But  there 
is  no  complaint  of  this.  Perhaps  our  workmen 
in  the  fine  manufactories  of  those  metals  are  not 
so  skilful  as  the  European.  There  is  nothing  so 
intolerable  as  the  dependence  on  foreigners  for 
what  we  may  have  as  good  or  better  at  home; 
which  is  the  case  of  iron. 

It  was,  said  Mr.  T.,  estimated  by  our  statistical 
writers  in  1816,  that  the  quantity  of  bar  iron  ne- 
cessary for  a  yearly  consumption  of  the  United 
States,  was  from  forty^ight  to  fifty  thousand 
tons.  Since  that  time,  from  the  decay  in  agri- 
culture, in  manufactures,  in  building,  in  every 
species  of  improvement  and  of  useful  business, 
and  from  the  frugality  which  belongs  to  poverty, 
it  is  probable  that  the  yearly  consumption  of  bar 
iron  has  been  lessened  eiffht  or  ten  thousand  tons. 
But,  however  improbable,  let  it  be  supposed  to 
continue  the  same,  and  to  amount  to  forty-eight 
thousand  tons  a  year.  Then  we  import  thirty- 
three  thousand  tons  from  Europe,  and  make  for 
ourselves  fifteen  thousand.  If  any  gentleman  is 
-  prepared  to  say  this  is  as  it  ou^ht  to  be.  then  he 
must  contend  toat.we  should  be  in  the  high  road  of 
national  wealth,  if  our  farmers  were  to  get  from 
abroad  two-thirds  of  the  grain  and  provisions  for 
their  familien.  It  is  notorious  that  these  thirty- 
three  thousand  tons  of  iron  may  be  made  at  home, 
that  the  workmen,  while  not  employed  in  that 
business,  can  be  employed  in  any  oth^r  profitable 
business.  That  the  food  by^  which  they  could  be 
susuiined  is  now  without  a  market,  and  useless. 


If  so,  whatever  is  paid  to  Europe  for  iron,  ispstf 
for  what  may  be  had,  in  sabejUinoe,  for  DotliiBf, 
at  home.  That  is,  it  will  cost  the  nation  nothiof, 
nor  cost  the  consume  any  more  than  wbit  k 
now  pays,  except  that  small  addition  whiek  arisB 
from  the  higher  rate  of  wages  of  labor;  a  eat 
which  must  inevitably  be  more  than  madcap  to 
him,  the  consumer,  in  a  hundred  different  wiyi 

Thus,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  for  these  plain,  comaoii 
necessaries,  which  our  own  countiy  is  so  compe 
tent  to  produce,  lead,  hemp,'  earthen  wares,  wool- 
len goods,  and  unmanufactured  iron,  we  go  a 
paying  a  tribute  to  foreigners  of  more  ihaa  thih 
teen  millions  of  dollars  a  year ;  and,  from  a  vs- 
ionary  fear  of  forcing  capital  into  an  unprodactirt 
channel,  by  protecting  domestic  industry,  m 
have  ended  by  forcing  our  own  manufactoriof 
capital  into  non-existence,  and  oar  workmeo  m 
beggary.  What  advantage  has  accrued  to  »t 
portion  of  the  communitv  to  compensate  foriht: 
loss  ?  Who  is  benefited  ?  Not  the  fanner.  Us 
share  of  the  gains  from  the  suppression  of  mm^ 
factures  is  only  to  have  the  produce  of  bis  tarn 
left  perishing  on  his  hands  for  want  of  a  markti 
As  little  has  the  merchant  gained,  whose  proi:' 
have  been  sinking  with  the  decay  of  domestic  ii- 
dustry.  As  little  has  the  Government  gmd 
which,  twice,  in  time  of  peace,  has  been  compe&e^ 
to  resort  to  loans  to  defray  its  vearly  expenses 

It  is  supposed,  said  Mr.  T.,  that,  during  tbeira 
our  manufacturer  took  advantage  of  the  situates 
of  the  country,  and  extorted  high  prices;  andtbi: 
now  he  may  be  enabled  to  lay  his  neighbors  uo^ 
contribution  and  jextort  prices  exactly  in  propc?- 
tion  to  the  increase  of  the  duties.  It  is  proba^ 
enough  that^  during  the  war,  and  at  all  otser 
times,  our  manufacturers  have  taken  the  bigb«$ 
market  priees  for  their  gOods.  Buy  where  yoo  ce 
buy  the  cheapest,  is  the  maxim  of  the  poliural 
economist,  without  inquiring  whether  you  bey 
from  a  friend  or  an  enemy.  Whether  this  muis 
is  right  or  not,  one  thing  is  certain,  that,  ^^ 
where  you  can  sell  the  highest,  has  been  t)ie  g»* 
eral  practice  of  every  sdler  since  the  work)  b^ 
gan,  and  to  expect  otherwise,  is  to  expect  as  is- 
practicable  refinement  in  the  morality  of  trade. 
and  useless,  even  if  it  were  practicable 

But,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  objection  seems  fouodfC 
on   a  total  mistake  in   another  respect.   Hir^ 
duties  on  the  rival  imports  are  not  for  the  parp3« 
of  enabling  the  manufacturer  to  sell  his  wares  h^ 
and  never  can  have  that  efiect,  but  precisdr  ^^ 
opposite  effect.    Mr.  T.  spoke  only  of  those  artr 
cles  which  can  be  made  at  home  to  any  oecessarr 
extent,  and  the  raw  material  of  which  iboaod^  at 
home.    It  is  protection  only  which  enabies  the 
manufacturer  to  sell  them  cheaply.    And  proiw* 
tion  will  be  found  in variablv  to  nave  that  effect  a 
England,  in  France,  in  tnis  country,  in  ererr 
country  that  we  know  of.    The  reason  why  p^ 
tection  from  foreign  rivals  should  be  so  absdutetr 
necessary  to  the  cheapness  of  any  manoftctsTr. 
need  not  be  accurately  inquired  into,  wbeo  ^ 
know  the  invariable  fact.     Perhaps  it  is  t^ 
cheapness  depends  essentially  upon  the  assotaaiv 
of  a  market ;  m  steady  demand.    The  great  m- 
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ket,  the  home  market,  ereates  this  demand.  The 
profits  of  business,  to  be  vttj  small,  must  be  very 
certaiD.  This  certainly  can  nerer  be  had  without 
m  exclusion  of  accidental  supplies.  Probably  an 
luction  of  cargoes  of  cotton  goods  every  month, 

0  the  neighborhood  of  the  best  established  cotton 
naoufaetory  in  England,  woald,  in  two  rears' 
Ime,  be  sufficient  to  break  it  down.  SucK  ex- 
ilasioo  is  peculiarly  necessary  to  manufacturing 
isublishments  when  beginning.  No  industry,  no 
kill,  fio  economy,  can  hold  them  up  if  abandoned 
ly  their  Government,  and  left  exposed  to  be  un- 
lersold  by  foreign  rivals,  who  know  that  to  stop 
hem  is  to  destroy  ihem.  So  familiar  is  this  to 
he  two  greatest  manufacturing  nations  of  the 
rorld,  England  and  France,  that,  when  they 
lean  peculiarly  to  cherish  any  manufacture, 
irbich  they  invariably  do,  every  manufacture 
rhich  their  people  are,  or  can  be  made  competent 
>,)  they  do  not  content  themselves  with  a  doty  of 
venty-five  or  thirty  per  cent,  on  the  foreign  rival 
smmodity,  but  they  impose  a  duty  nearly  equal 
>,  and  sometimes  above,  the  value  ol  the  article, 
r  they  prohibit  it  altogether. 

As  to  details  of  the  bill,  Mr.  T.  observed,  that, 

1  cotton  goods,  the  bill  left  the  duties  as  it  found 
lem,  with  one  exception.  The  minimum  vaiu- 
ion  of  imported  cloths  is  raised  from  twenty* 
re  cents  the  square  yard,  to  thirty-five  cents, 
he  intent  is  to  give  protection  to  fabrics  superior 

fineness,  by  two  or  three  grades,  to  those  which 
e  DOW  protected.  As  to  the  very  lowest  priced 
lods,  and  those  in  the  second  and  third  grades 
)in  the  lowpst,  the  addition  here  proposed  to  the 
ity  is  merely  nominal.  Those  goods  will  never 
^imported.  The  duty,  as  to  them,  is  already 
iectQaL  It  is  clear  that  immense  benefits  have 
craed  to  the  country  from  that  prohibition. 
his  valuation  of  thirty-five  cents  prohibits  no 
ttOQ  goods  which  may  not  be  fabricated  better  at 
me  than  any  imported,  and  cheaper,  too,  most 
rtainly,  as  soon  as  foreign  competition  is  exclud- 
I  and  never  before. 

A  specific  duty  is  proposed,  of  six  cents  per 
lare  yard,  on  cotton  bagging.  It  is  understood 
it  the  war,  which  excluded  importations^  gave 
Kentucky  and  other  Western  States  the  oppor- 
lity  to  supply  the  cotton-growers  with  bagging 
i  trade  not  hurtful  to  either  side,  but  which  is 
w  prostrated.  The  duty  of  six  cents  is  intend- 
to  be  protective  and  prohibitory,  and  to  give 
those  States  which  manufacture  the  baggiog, 
i  which  consume  vast  quantities  of  cotton,  an 
vantage  corresponding  in  a  very  small  degree 
th  the  protecting  duty  enjoyed  by  the  cotton- 
»wer  of  three  cents  a  pound. 
^s  to  the  specific  duties  on  sundry  articles  of 
d  ware,  Mr.  T.  said  those  were  taken  chiefly 
m  a  list  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
easury,  some  years  ago,  in  answer  to  a  call  from 
House.  This  was  from  a  desire  to  substitute 
cific  duties  wherever  practicable.  Complaints 
made,  that,  in  some  items,  the  change  pro* 
ed  will  be  inconvenient.  If  the  Committee 
ik  so,  these  will  be  struck  out. 
f,  continued  Mr.  T.,  the  prevalence  of  smug^ 


fling  is  apprehended  from  this  increase  of  the 
uties,  a  little  reflection  will  perhaps  show  the 
alarm  to  be  unfounded.    The  duties  here  proposed 
are  not  extravagantly  high,  not  amounting  to  one- 
half  of  the  usual  protecting  duties  in  other  coun- 
tries.    There  seems  no  just  reason  to  apprehend 
that  the  practice  ever  can  be  carried  on  in  this 
country  so  as  materially  to  affect  any  provision  of 
the  law,  either  for  revenue  or  for  the  protection  of 
domestic  manufactures.    No  ship-owner,  no  cap- 
tain, incurs  the  risk  of  forfeiting  ship  and  cargo 
for  the  sake  of  evading  the  duties  on  such  arti« 
cles  as  can  be  clandestinely^  landed.    This  dread 
of  smuggling  is  perhaps  imported  from  Great 
Britain,  and  received  here,  lilce  many  other  im- 
pressions, without  much  inquiry  whi^ther  it  is  ap- 
plicable to  our  situation.    The  British  coast  is, 
perhaps,  as  extensive  as  our  own.     France  lies- 
within  sight.    A  boat  may  sail  from  one  country 
to  the  other,  probably,  in  less  than  one  night. 
The  English  dutv  on  French  silks  is  said  to  be 
between  eight  and  nine  dollars  per  pound.    So  on 
brandies — their  duties  are  very  high.    So  on  laces. 
The  English  smuggler,  if  successful,  gains  enor- 
mous ptofit^  whereas  here  there  are  not  only  aU 
the  difficulties  arising  from  distance,  but  there  is 
no  such  temptation  of  profit.     Take  the  article 
said  to  be  charged  with  the  highest  duty  in  our 
tarifi"  for  the  purpose  of  protection — that  of  coarse 
cottons — ^which  are  said  to  pay  a  duty  of  100  per 
cent:  suppose  they  could  oe  landed  without  de- 
tection^-would  they  be  smuggled  ?  No.  Becai^ 
smuggling  can  only  be  of  those  articles  which  can 
be  bought  very  clieap  and  sold  very  dear.    So, 
take  any  article  charged  the  highest  in  this  bill  for 
the  purpose  of  protection.    Take  those  woollen 
cloths,  subject  to  the  minimum  valuation  of  forty 
cents,  or  those  subject. to  that  of  eighty  cents:  so 
far  from  any  just  ground  to  apprehend  smuggling, 
reason  lind  fact  will  show  tnat  a  reduction  of 
their  price  below  the  lowest  that  can  be  imported 
will  inevitably  follow  their  protection. 

As  to  the  question,  what  enbct  this  bill,  if  passed, 
will  have  upon  the  revenue  ?  it  may  be  answered, 
Mr.  T.  thought,  satisfactorily,  to  every  friend  of 
the  measure.  The  importation  of  some  things  may 
be  stopped,  and  are  intended  to  be  stopped ;  but  of 
those  items  the  most  important  to  the  revenue, 
the  reduction  of  the  amount  of  imports  by  the  sub- 
stitution of  domestic  goods  must  be  more  than 
made  up  by  the  augmentation  of  the  duty.  Be- 
sides, the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  clearly 
shown,  in  his  communication  to  Congress  at  the 
last  sessipn,  that  the  most  of  what  can  be  lost  to 
the  revenue  by  the  prevalence  of  home  manufac- 
tures may  be  restored  in  the  au|;mented  duties 
upon  articles  which  will  still  be  imported.  For 
three  years,  or  perhaps  longer,  it  may  be  reasona- 
bly expectcnd  that  the  revenue  will  be  increased  by 
the  change  here  proposed.  But,  if  the  contrary 
were' apprehended,  that  would  be  no  reason  against 
increasing  the  real  wealth  of  the  country  by  pro- 
tecting domestic  industry. 

I  bave,.said  Mr.  T.,  but  one  thing  more  to  men- 
tion. On  this  important  question,  supposing  the 
matter  to  be  in  itself  doubtful,  have  we  nothing 
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hj  which  to  direct  the  judgawnt  to  a  safe  conclu- 
sioQ  ?    We  have.    We  hare  the  opinions  of  our 
own  experienced  statesmen.    We  hare  .the  exam- 
ples of  other  nations.    We  hare  actual  fact  and 
experiment  at  home.    Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson hare  shown  that  our  only  source  of  national 
prosperity  was  in  the  protection  of  domestic  man- 
ufactures, the  latter  publicly  retracting  an  opjnion 
to  the  contrary  in  his  Notes  on  Virgmia.    Erery 
President  of  the  Union,  whenever  he  has  men- 
tioned the  subject,  which  has  been  rery  freq^uently, 
has  giren  the  same  opinion.    So  erery  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.    It  is  not  known  that  one  public 
man,  since  the  formation  of  the  Government,  ex- 
cept members  of  Congress  representing  districts, 
has  ffiven  a  different  opinion.    It  is  notorious  that 
the  chief  nations  of  Europe  are  wealthy  and  pow- 
erful almost  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  vigilance 
with  which  they  exclude  the  products  of  foreign 
industry  and  cherish  their  own ;  and  others  weak 
aad  miserable  exactly  in  proportion  to  their  de- 
pendence on  the  industry  of  their  neighbors.    But 
we  want  no  example  of  foreign  nations.    We 
have  an  experiment  of  our  own,  conclusive.    I 
mean,  skid  Mr.  T.,  the  prohibitory  duty  imposed 
in  the  year  1816  on  cotton  cloths,  the  only  prohib- 
itory duty  we  ever  had  in  this  country  for  the 
protection  of  domestic  industry.    Like  the  princi- 
pal articles  in  this  bill:  there  the  prohibitory  dutv 
was  on  an  article,  the  raw  material  of  which 
abounds  at  home.    Now,  it  ought  to  be  ever  re- 
id^bered  that,  when  that  prohibitory  duty  on  the 
coarser  cotton  cloths,  by  minimum  valuation,  was 
proposed  br  Mr.  Dallas,  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  nor  the  immortal  honor  of  the  measure 
belongs  to  him,)  no  effort  was  left  untried  hy  the 
Opponents  of  protection  to  crush  the  measure. 
And,  even  after  it  became  a  law,  (he  merchants  of 
Salem,  by  a  memorial  to  this  House,  showed  how 
detestable  the  measure  was  considered  to  be  by 
them,  and  assailed  it  by  predictions  of  erery  ruin- 
ous consequence.    What,  then,  were  those  argu- 
ments against  the  prohibitory  duty  on  coarse  cot- 
tons, and  the  pernicious  consequences  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  fears  of  the  merchants,  and  the 
books  of  the  economists,  were  most  surely  to  hap- 
pen?   First,  that  imported  coarse  oottons  were 
used  in  immense  quantities,  chiefly  by  the  poor ; 
that  nothing  could  be  more  iniquitous  and  oppres- 
sire,  than  to  wring  from  the  poor  double  prices 
for  the  necessaries  of  life,  in  order  to  diride  the 
proceeds  among  a  set  of  rapacious  manufaeturers, 
who,  so  far  from  being  able  to  enter  into  compe- 
tition with  the  workmen  of  India  or  England, 
could  never  live  by  their  trade,  unless  they  had  a 
charter  for  extortion,  and  were  quartered,  by  force 
of  law,  upon   the  hard  working  agriculturists. 
Then,  there  was  monopoly — monopoly  ;  and  tax- 
ing the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.    Was 
this  all?  Not  half.  The  people  would  have  Iikdia 
muslins,  in  spite  of  the  law;  smuggling  would 
come  In  fashion,  and  morals  be  spoiled.    Com- 
merce and  ship-building  would  sink,  together  with 
the  public  revenue.    Now,  said  Mr.  T.,  if,  in  stat- 
ing the  consequences  which  really  have  K^lowed 
the  prohibition  of  foreign  coarse  cottons,  I  state 


any  thing  which  any  gentleman  does  not  hor 
to  be  the  fact,  let  him  consider  the  whde  expert- 
ment  as  thrown  away.     Instead  of  the  oppnskn 
of  the  poor,  and  a  tax  on  the  commooitj  to  so^ 
port  the  manufacturer,  that  article,  protected  bf 
the  prohibitory  duty,  is  now  afforded  to  the  m- 
sumer  at  a  less  price  per  yard,  than  those  flimir 
India  muslins  used  to  oe  sold  for ;  and  if  joq  tab 
durability  and  other  qualities  into  view,  it  is  dov 
sold  for  6ne-half,  perhaps  for  one-third,  its  fonoa 
price.    Instead  oi  our  workmen  being  foood  tn- 
equal  to  the  India  or  British  manufacturer,  thef 
have  been  able  to  contend  with  the  British  thea- 
selves,  on  equal  ground,  in  every  market,  sacces- 
fully,  as  is  proved  by  the  notorious  practice  of  ifae 
British  workmen,  of  palming  their  coarse  cotton 
goods  upon  their  customers,  under  the  name  vd 
disguise  of  Americietn.    Instead  of  smuggling,  it 
is  dear  that  those  India  muslins  could  not  now  be 
sold  in  this  country,  if  the  duty  was  taken  £ 
and  a  bounty  allowed  on  their  importation,  h- 
stead  of  supporting  the  agriculture  of  India,  bf 
wearing  their  cottons,  we  create  an  inanKS* 
market  for  the  raw  n^aterial  raised  in  our  ova 
countr^r;  and  another  market  to  our  own  farmer. 
for  the  immense  quantities  of  provisions  constiaed 
by  the  workmen.  Instead  of  destroying  eommerf!, 
it  is  a  fact,  that,  in  the  town  of  Providence,  wiiat 
the  prohibitory  duty  had  an  operation  as  stroK 
as  in  any  place,  the  coasting  trade  is  more  tins 
doubled.    All  these  benefits  have  followed  pro- 
tection, in  one  instance,  of  an  article  fabricttoi 
from  our  own  raw  material.     Similar  beaefits,  a 
a  greater  or  less  degree,  may  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected, from  a  similar  protectian  of  wooUeo  mii- 
ufactnres,  and  of  hemp,  lead,  glass,  and  iron. 
When  Mr.  Too  had  concluded — 
Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  said,  that,  though  bew35 
entirely  oj^posed  to  the  bill,  be  was  desiroos  tbt 
its  advocates  should  have  an  opportunity  of  (^1 
setting  forth  all  that  could  be  said  ia  its  fiTof: 
and  the  members  of  the  House  have  time  fori 
further  consideration  of  its  details.    As  soobs^ 
sufficient  time  for  these  two  objects  bad  elaps^ 
he  should  move  to  strike  out  die  enacting  cbB«- 
Mr.  Randolpb  then  observed,  that,oniU» 
occasion,  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  wk 
when  he  did  not  instruct,  seldom  failed  to  estr- 
tain  the  House,  had  told  us,  that,  if,  in  oi^ti** 
to  his  resolution,  he  should  chance  to  encoootert 
wind-mill,  he  should  be  obliged  to  take  a  tilt  wita 
it.    He  must  confess,  that  he  had  notatytkc<f 
the  gallantry  which  distinguished  the  geotles^l^ 
from  Massachusetts — he  had  no  particaltr  reiti-| 
to  encounter  wind-mills  of  any  kind — bat,  of  »^ 
the  wind-mills  that  ever  could  apnat  the  ioagio*- 
tion  of  Don  Ciuizotte  himself,  defend  me,  (a-" 
Mr.  R.,)  from  wind-mills  that  go  by  water.  A^ 
he  wished  fbr  some  respite,  before  entering  aposi 
bill  that  was  to  signalize,  perhaps  to  eternize.  & 
Eighteenth  Congress,  he  moved  that  the  Cotnio.^' 
'tee  rise. 

The  questioa  heing  taken  on  the  motion  forrt^ 
ing,  it  was  lost — ayes  75,  noes  84.  , 

Mr.  Tod  then  moved  to  rise,  and  report  the  bu 
without  amendment. 
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Mr.  CAMQRBLSNOy  of  New  York,  after  inquiriog 
whether  it  was  in  order  to  offer  amendments  to 
the  bill,  after  it  should  eo  into  the  House,  aud  be- 
ing answered  by  the  ChairmaD  in  the  neffative. 
observed,  that  the  geotlemen  opposed  to  the  bill 
had  not  come  prepared  to  enter  immediately  on 
the  discussion  ohts  details,  and  he  hoped  some  fui^ 
ther  time  would  be  allowed  for  consideration.  If 
the  friends  of  the  bill  were  determined  to  press  it, 
they  must  be  met ;  but,  he  trusted  they  would  in- 
dulge its  opponents  with  some  further  time ;  and 
he  reoewea  the  motion  maide  by  Mr.  Randolph, 
that  the  Committee  now  rise. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  spoke  to  the  question 
•of  order ;  which,  he  stated  to  be,  that  amendments 
might  be  offered  in  the  House,  which  went  to  di- 
minish the  amount  of  duties  proposed  by  the  bill, 
but  not  such  as  were  intended  to  increase  that 
amount.  . 

Mr.  Clay  said,  he  was  far  from  wishing  to  pre- 
Tent  a  fair  and  deliberate  discussion  of  the  bill ; 
but  some  regard  must  be  had  to  time.  Numerous 
petitions  had  been  presented  on  the  general  subiect 
of  a  revision  of  the  tariff,  the  reading  of  which  had 
been  dispensed  with,  and  they  still  lay  on  the  table 
of  this  House.  Would  it  not  be  respectful  to  these 
numerous  petitioners,  (and  they  amounted  to  thou- 
sands,) to  have  some  further  disposition  given  to 
these  documents?  They  should  either  be  taken 
up  and  read,  or  referred  to  a  committee,  to  have 
their  contents  presented  in  a  condensed  form,  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  voice  of  al- 
most the  whole  country  had  come  up  to  the  House, 
setting  forth  a  picture  of  distress,  invoking  the  in- 
terposition of  Congress — that  voice  ought  at  least 
to  be  heard.  \ 

Mr.  Cambrelbng  stated  thatlbe  reading  of  the 
petitions  would  occupy  much  time.  He  had  taken 
pains  to  count  their  number.  It  amounted,  more 
than  three  weeks  SLgo  to  seventy,  and  most  be  now 
over  a  hundred.  He  suggested  their  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Manuiactures ;  and  withdrew 
the  motion  for  rising. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  was  then  gone  through, 
when — 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  255th  and  256th  lines,  containing  a  duty  on  im- 
ported spirits ;  the  enacting  of  which  clause  would 
not  increase  but  rather  impair  the  revenue,  and 
would,  besides,  operate  as  a  bounty  on  intemper- 
■ance. 

Mr.  Clay  expressed  a  hope  that  the  motion 
Would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Foot  replied,  that  he  was  sorry  no  friend 
of  the  bill  rose  to  state  the  reason  which  induced 
the  committee  to  insert  this  clausew  For  himself, 
he  was  not  to  be  driven  from  his  opposition  to  the 
measure  by  a  mere  suggestion  or  wish  of  any  gen- 
lleman.  He  believed  the  clause  would  have  a  ten- 
dency materially  to  injure  the  foreign  commeree 
of  the  country.  The  present  duty  was  already  so 
hieh  as  to  amount  almost  to  a  prohibition  of  the 
West  India  trade.  If  the  object  of  gentlemen  was 
to  destroy  foreign  commerce,  be  it  so,  but  let  it  be 
avowed. 

Mr.  Tbimbls,  of  Kentucky,  was  not  disposed  to 


^  into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  bill  at  this 
time.  If  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  thought 
that  a  consumption  of  that  article  which  so  pow- 
erfully affected  the  upper  story,  was  an  advantage 
to  the  country,  let  him  then  endeavor  to  strike  out 
this  clause.  But,  if  the  interests  of  morality  were, 
as  was  generally  believed,  concerned  m  diminish- 
ing its  consumption,  then  the  clause  ought  to  stand. 
Rum  had  bera,  with  much  truth,  denominated 
"  the  Indian's  Devil,"  but,  if  the  interests  of  com- 
merce required  that  the  whole  country  must  get 
intoxicated,  he  would  thank  the  gentleman  to  say 
which  was  best,  that  they  should  use  foreign  or 
domestic  spirits  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Foot  said,  that  though  he  professed  no 
great  skill  in  such  matters,  he  woula  answer  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky.  It  was  not  best  to  j^ei 
intoxicated  with  new  spirits,  but  with  that  which 
had  a  little  age.  But  was  it  seriously  true,  that 
the  committe«e  who  reported  the  bill  were  desirous 
of  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  spirits  ?  If  so, 
they  took  the  proper  method,  in  laying  this  addi- 
tional duty  on  that  which  is  imported. 

Mr.  Trihblb  said,  in  rejoinder,  that  he  had  often 
been  astonished  at  the  fund  of  ideas  sometimes 
manifested  by  his  Eastern  friends;  but  he  was 
happy  that  he  could  now  account  for  all  the  queer 
notions  from  that  section  of  our  country. 

Mr.  McDdffib  observed  that  the  subject  was  of 
a  nature  little  suited  to  levity :  it  called  fior  grave 
discussion.  What  was  the  state  of  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  it  ?  Seven  or  eight  years  since,  we  enjoyed 
a  great  amount  of  revenue  from  the  importation 
of  foreign  spirits ;  but  the  duty  already  laid  had 
reduced  that  duty  by  two  millions  of  dollars.  The 
question  was  clearly  a  question  of  revenue*  Was 
it  pretended  that  whiskey  was  an  article  the  man- 
ufacture of  which  ought  to  be  cherished  ?  It  was 
a  principle  which  had  long  been  settled  in  politi- 
cal economy,  that  luxury  was  a  proper  subject  for 
taxation  and  revenue.  But  the  present  clause 
went  to  diminish  the  revenue  from  this  source, 
whU&  at  the  saiide  time,  it  tended  to  increase  the 
use  01  the  article  by  the  people.  Of  all  the  vari- 
ous descriptions  of  manufacture,  this  was.  in  every 
view,  the  least  worthy  to  be  encoura^^ed.  It  in- 
volved little  skill,  capital,  or  machinery;  and 
could  not  be  argued  for  on  any  of  the  grounds 
usually  taken  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff! 

Mr.  Clat  differed  entirely  from  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina ;  but  ne  was  t^ry  unwilling 
to  go  into  discussion  of  the  general  principles  of  the 
bill  on  one  of  its  mere  incidental  details.  A  better 
course  would  be  for  some  gentleman  to  move  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  and  then  let  the 
Committee  take  up  the  measure  on  general  grounds. 
It  has  been  said  tnat  the  clause  in  question  would 
diminish  the  revenue.  This  might  possibly  be  the 
fact ;  but  must  it,  therefore,  necessarily  diminish 
the  wealth  of  the  country  ?  Supjpose  we  had  iiii- 
ported  ten  millions  of  gallons  oi  foreign  spirits. 
It  is  true,  we  derived  the  amount  of  the  revenue 
upon  it,  which,  so  far,  was  a  gain ;  but,  so  far  as 
we  thereby  encouraged  foreign  apiculture,  we 
paid  an  equivalent  tor  what  we  gained.  But,  if, 
instead  of  having  been  manufactured  abroadi  and 
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paid  for  abroad,  the  same  qaantity  had  been  made 
at  home,  and  paid  for  at  home,  which  would  have 
been  the  greatest  gain  to  the  country  ?  Wealth 
at  home  was  to  be  preferred  to  that  which  was 
brought  into  the  country  from  abroad.  And 
were  this  duty,  instead  ot  being  diminished,  to  be 
increased  yet  more  than  is  now  proposed ;  were 
the  tax  on  it  to  be  increased,  so  as  to  go  to  an  ab- 
solute prohibition,  I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  C,  am  pre- 
pared for  myself,  and  I  may  say  for  my  constit- 
uents, to  meet  a  tax  on  our  home  products.  I  am 
not  to  be  frightened  by  that  ominous  word  ^  ex- 
cise— excise,'' if  the  wealth  of  the  country  is  sub- 
stantially to  be  promoted.  I  aeree  that  the  West- 
ern country  is  interested  in  the  manufacture  of 
spirits ;  but  I  ask,  by  importing  spirits,  are  yon  not 
encouraging  the  foreign  manufacturer  ?  We  may 
experience  the  same  vicissitude  in  seasons  and  in 
crops  that  other  countries  have  experienced — ^we 
may  experience  times  of  scarcity;  and  even  of 
famin?.  Whatever  encourages  the  extensive  grow- 
ing of  grain,  provides  you  with  a  resource  against 
such  a  calamit]^.  But  this  article  aflfects  not  only 
the  grain-growing,  but  the  fruit-growing,  and  the 
malt-makmg  districts  of  our  country — they  are 
all  interested  in  the  exclusion  of  foreign  spirits. 
Look  at  the  example  of  England ;  she  excludes  the 
brandies  of  France  and  the  gin  of  Holland  ;  and 
so  do  France  and  Holland  exclude  England  and 
each  other.  The  duty  has  a  double  operation ;  it 
not  only  encourages  home  manufactures,  but  home 
agriculture  likewise — while  the  admission  of  for- 
eign spirits  not  only  goes  to  encourage  the  foreign 
manufacturer,  but  the  foreign  agriculturist  also. 

But,  I  will  not  anticipate  the  discussion  of  the 
general  question — ^when  that  comes  up,  I  think  I 
shall  be  able  clearly  to  show  that  the  national 
wealth  is  the  only  substratum  on  which  to  raise 
taxation. 

Mr.  Garnett,  of  Virginia,  was  surprised  to 
hear  the  tax  on  foreign  spirits  advocated  on  the 
ground  of  encouraging  agriculture — its  operation 
was  directly  the  reverse.  Suppose  you  send  a 
bushel  of  wheat  abroad,  and  get  in  exchange  a 
gallon  of  rum ;  you  thereby  destroy  the  demand 
abroad  for  one  bushel  of  grain ;  but  this  bushel  of 
grain,  if  distilled  at  home,  will  produce  two  gal- 
lons of  spirits — so  that  when  home  spirits  are  used 
in  the  same  quantity  as  foreign,  they  occasion 
only  half  the  demand  for  agricultural  products 
that  would  arise  if  imported  were  used. 

Mr.  ToMLiNSON,  of  Connecticut,  agreed  in  the 
opinion,  that  it  was  improper  to  discuss  the  gene- 
ral (questions  involved  in  the  bill,  on  incidental 
motions  respecting  its  details;  but,  since  the  motion 
has  been  made  to  strike  oat  the  present  clause,  he 
considered  it  his  duty  to  support  that  motion.  The 
Speaker,  in  the  remarks  he  had  made  on  this  sub- 
ject, seemed  to  think  that  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try were  all  agriculturists— and  to  forget  that  our 
commerce  had  any  existence.  But  surely  that 
commercial  interest  which  had  proved  to  this 
country  a  source  of  so  much  wealth,  aggrandize- 
ment, and  national  glory,  waA  at  least  to  be  looked 
to  as  much  as  the  interest  of  agriculture.  The 
iionorable  Speaker  seemed  to  believe  that  we  are 


to  have  no  reference  whatever,  Id  our  dtsmssioaof 
the  duty,  to  our  exports  which  bring  in  the  foreifa 
spirits — ^to  the  fish,  the  live  stock,  the  lam  to 
which  go,  not  only  from  the  Eastern,  but  fron 
the  Middle  States,' and  from  States  south  of  this 
District  also,  out  to  the  West  Indies,  and  bmf 
back  the  spirits  in  return.    Even  under  the  dotf, 
as  it  now  stands,  the  West  India  trade  is  langubb* 
ing — the  only  profit  is  on  the  outward  cargoes, 
while  there  is  always  a  dead  loss  on  the  retarii& 
In  this  exchange  of  commodities  consists  a  gmt 
part  of  the  commerce  of  this  country.     Tiie  i^ 
crease  of  duty  on  foreign  spirits  now  proposed, 
will  destroy  that  branch  of  commerce  altogether-* 
the  forests  of  Maine  will  not  be  cleared — the  fidi- 
eries  will  languish.    The  honorable  Speaker  his 
professed  his  readiness  to  meet  an  excise.    If  he 
IS  ready  now  to  propose  an  excise  on  domestic 
spirits  to  the  same  amount  as  the  proposed  diitr 
on  foreic^n.  I  am  prepared  to  go  with  him  in  both. 
I  should  nave  no  objection  that  the  committee 
make  the  duty  on  the  imported  article   fifteen 
cents  instead  of  six,  provided  they  lay  an  excise 
of  the  same  amount  on  the  domestic  article.  Thii 
would  indeed  be  a  public  blessing — and  woald.  of 
itself,  produce  a' fund  more  than  sufficient  to  cairrf 
on  and  complete  that  magnificent  scheme  of  in- 
ternal improvements,  which  has  this  day  passed 
this  House.    The  measure,  as  now  proposed,  ope 
rates  in  a  peculiar  manner,  on  one  particular  dis- 
trict of  country.    The  interests  of  the  farmer,  the 
merchant,  and  the  manufacturer,  would  then  b* 
alike  promoted.    As  to  any  moral  influence  thai 
is  hoped  to  arise  from  the  prohibition,  it  is  almo^ 
nothing.    I  admit  that  no  greater  social  or  indi- 
vidual evil  can  ^firse  a  nation,  than  the  excesire 
use  of  ardent  spirits ;  but,  will  a  doty  of  six  ceots 
a  gallon,  cure,  or  in  any  degree  lessen  this  evii  r 
If  the  object  is  to  destroy  the  use  of  spirits,  let  as 
have  a  duty  that  will  prove  adequate  to  its  esd. 
When  I  heard  the  section  read,  that  is  nownnder 
discussion,  I  did  suppose  that  it  was  a  provisioa 
intended  simply  for  revenue ;  and  if  such  was  the 
calculation  of  the  committee,  they  have  labored 
under  a  great  mistake  as  to  facts.    The  eflect  of 
an  increase  of  duty  on  spirits,  has  invariably  been 
to  diminish  revenue.    What  has  been  the  expe- 
rience of  England  in  this  matter  ?    Her  duties  on 
imported  spirits  amount,  now,  to  about  fifteee 
shillings  sterling  a  gallon ;  and  yet,  the  article 
brings  less  into  the  Exchequer,  than  when  the 
duty  was  only  two  and  six  pence.    It  is  piaic> 
however,  from  the  very  argument  of  the  hooonhk 
Speaker,  that  revenue  alone  was  not  the  object. 
Sir.  I  am  no  advocate  for  the  use  of  spirits ;  do- 
is  tne  country  from  which  I  come,  pecoltar  at  all. 
(whatever  the  honorable  member  from  Kentockv 
may  suppose,)  for  its  attachment  to  the  ose  ef 
what  has  such  surprising  efiects  on  the  apper story. 
And,  lest  I  should  be  misunderstood,  I  wdl  assure 
the  friends  of  the  bill,  that  I  am  entirely  friendlj 
to  it;  and  that,  were  this  clause  stricken  mt,  the 
bill  should  have  my  cofdiai  approbation  and  sop- 
port. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  then  ofc- 
served,  that,  if  gentlemen  blended  any  views  to- 


1485 


HISTORY  OF  eONGaijSS. 


1486 


Fbbroabt,  1824. 


.  Froceedifigs» 


H.  ofR, 


V 

moraiitf  in  their  specaktioos  on  this  subject,  spir- 
its were  certaipiy  a  most  praiseworthy  subject  ot 
taxation.  But  if  the  section  now  dbjected  to  op- 
erates as  a  prohibition  of  foreign,  ^nd,  at  the  same 
time,  a  bounty  to  domestic  spirits,  the  objects  of 
morality  are  not  likely  to  be  promoted  by  so  high, 
a  duty.  If  it  will  be  any  blessing  to  the  country ; 
if  it  will  add  any  thing  to  the  lonely  scene  of  its 
domestic  felicity,  to  have  a  loathsome «<i2j  on  every 
side  of  the  picttire,  the  country  is- likely,  to  be  su- 
premely blessed.  The  honorable  Speaker,  no 
doubt,  prefers  whiskey  to  brandy,  and  we  seem  in 
a  fair  way  to  have^  in  abundance,  the  pure  West- 
em  stuff,  fresh  from  the  still.  JX  further  appears, 
that  we  are  about  to  have  a  famine,  and  tbat-it 
will  be  necessary  to  keep  the  whole  country  drunk 
for  fear  oi*  a  dearth.  We  have  indeed  pleasing 
prospect^  before  us.  But,  to  be  serious,  when, 
from  the  days,  of  Lord  Chesterfield,  till, the  pres- 
ent time^  the  records  of  British  history  are  nlled 
with  the  discussion  of  this  subject — ^when  it  has 
been  sor  ably  argued  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic, 
and  the  whole  subject  was,  as  he  supposed,  so 
fully  understood  and  settled,  he  had  really  been 
surprised  to  find  a  provision  of  this  kirid  intro- 
duced into  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clat  rejoined.  He  had  been  much  amused 
with  the  witticisms  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
'  from  South  Carolina ;  but  he  was  restrained  (rom 
entering  into  any  thing  like  a  general  discussion 
of  the  question,  by  a  fear  that  this  was  not  a  fa- 
vorable time  of  the  day  for  such  discussion. 

Yet  he  could  not  refrain  from  noticing  the  ar- 
gument of  his  honorable  friend  from  Connecticut. 
If  he  had  rightly  apprehended  that  argument,  it 
was  in  substance  this :  The  produce  ofConnecti- 
cut  is  sent  to  the  West  Indies,  and  spirits  consti- 
tute, the  return  cargo.  If  you  impose  a  higher 
duty  on  spirits,  the  produce  of  Connectioiiit  can  no 
longer  be  sent  to  the  West  Indies.  But  this  same 
argument  is  ufced  with  equal  reason  against  the 
whole  tariff.  If  it  taxes  an  article  raised  in  the 
Middle  States,  then  the  gentlemen  from  the  Mid- 
dle States  urge  this  argument.  If  you  tax  an  ar- 
ticle that  is  the  produce  of  the  South,  then  gen- 
tlemen from  the  Sooth  urge  it.  Each  different 
section  of  the  country  holds  Uie  same  language. 
The  honorable  gentleman  is  quite  ready  to  concur 
in  an  excise  on  the  Western  whiskey,  because 
that' will  not  affect  Connecticut ;  but  if  any  duty 
is  proposed  that  touches  Connecticut,  then  our 
commerce  is  ^one  at  once !  The  glory  of  the 
nation  is  annihilated;  the  country  is  going  to 
speedy  ruin ! 

The  argumentls  fallacious.  Its  fallacy  consists 
in  this :  it  assumes  that  those  persons  in  the  West 
Indies,  who  want  the  produce  of  Connecticut, 
will  not  take  it  unless  the  Connecticut  trader  will 
t^ke  rum  in  exchange,  (which  he  will  not  do  if 
the  duty  is  raised ;)  but  this  is  not  the  fact.  I  ^y 
that,  if  they  want  the  produce  of  Connecticut,  as 
they  do,  frnd  will,  and  must  continue  to  want  it. 
and  the  Connecticut  trader  refuses  rum,  they  will 
give  him  something  better.  They  only  give  rum 
now  because  he  will  take  it,  and  it  is  the  worst 
thing  they  have  to  part  with.    As  he  did  not  in- 


tend to  pursue  the  discussion  now,  Mr.  C.  said  he 
sbould  conclude  with  expressing  a  hope  that  all 
deliberations  and  discussion  of  the  Committee 
would  be  marked  with  a  spirit  of  moderfition, 
amenity,  and  nuitual  forbearance. 

Mr.  CuTHBERT  said  that  he  only  rose  to  remark 
that  the  course  the  discussion  was  taking,  was,  in 
itself,  a  proof  that  the  Committee  ought  now  to 
rise,  and  report.  The  honorable  Speaker,  it  ap^ 
pea  red,  was  averse  to  this  skirmishing^  mode  of 
warfare — and  why?  It  deranges  his  legions — ^ii 
breaks  the  order  and  system  of  his  array,  and 
thereby  impairs  his  strength.  He  thought  it  was 
no  more  tbap  what  was  due  to  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  to 
give  at  least  one  night's  reflection  to  the  extended 
exposition  of  the  bill  with  which  he  had  favored 
the  Committee.  The  honorable  gentlemen  had 
spoken  of  a  spirit  of  forbearance.  Was  there  not 
some  danger  of  ii»  being  thought  that  a  determi- 
nation to  press  the  discussion  farther  at  this  time 
would  show  some  want  of  that  spirit  1  He  hpped 
the  Committee  would  rise,  and  would  himself 
make  the  motion  to  that  effect,  but  that  he  pre- 
ferred it  should  come  from  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Clay  then  said  he  would  with  great  pleas- 
ure obliffe  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia. 
The  only  reason  whv  he  had  before  objected  to 
rising  was  the  early  nour. 

Mr.  Clat  then  made  the  motion,  and  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported,  and  had  leave  to  &it 
again. 


Tbursoay,  February  12. 

Mr.  CusHMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildines,  made  a  report  in  relation  to  the 
works  on  said  Buildings,  during  the  last  year,  and 
to  their  present  state  and  condition,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  public 
buildings;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  9th  of  December  iaist,  on  so  much  of  the  sev- 
eral acts  piissed  for  the  admission  of  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois, and  Missouri,  into  the  Union,  as  sets  apart 
a  portion  of  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of 
public  lands  in  those  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  roads  and  canals  leading  to  those 
States,  respectively,  to  which  committee  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  2d  instant,  a  resolution  of  the  Qen- 
eral  Assembl]^  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  reported  a 
bill  to  authorize  the  laying^  out  and  opening  of  a 
road  from  Wheeling,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  to 
the  seat  of  government  of  the  State  of  Missouri; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Floto, 
yesterday,  was  taken  up,  read,  modified,  and 
agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House  whether  the  rules 
and  regulations  compiled  by  General  Scott  for  the 
.government  of  the  Army,  are  now  enforced  in  the 
Army,  or  «ny  part  thereof,  and  by  what  aathority  the ' 
same  has  been  adopted  and  enforced. 
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The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoaae  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmittiDg  a 
statement  of  contracts  made  by  the  Commiasioners 
of  the  Navy,  during  the  year  1823 ;  which  were 
laid  on 'the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  comma- 
nicatioo  -from  the  Secr^ary  of  the  Treasury,  ac- 
companied by  sundry  statements,  showing  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  September, 
1823 ;  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  IsACKS  called  up  the  resolution,  offered  by 
him  some  time  since,  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  continuance,  for  five  years  ionsrer,  of 
the  pensions  to  the  widows  and  orphans  or  such 
officers  and  privates  as  have  fallen  ii)  battle,  or 
been  wounded  in  the  late  war. 

The  resolution  is  in  the  following  words : 

•'Resolved,  Thsi  the  Committee  on  MiliUry  Ai&uri 
be  instr acted  to  inqotre  into  the  sxpedtency  of  reviT- 
ing  the  laws  allowing  a  pension  to  the  widows  mod 
orphans  of  such  officers  and  privates  of  the  Army  who 
may  have  fallen  in  aotion,  died  in  service,  or  of  woands 
reeeived  in  service,  during  the  late  war,  so  as  to  con- 
tinue the  said  pensions  for  the  term  of  five  years  longer, 
after  the  expiration  of  the  first  terms,  respectively." 

.  Mr.  WiOKLipPB  inquired  whether  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  marines  were  included  in  the  law 
proposed  to  be  revived.    • 

Mr.  IsACKs  answered  that  he  understood  not. 

Mr.  McCoy  hoped  that  the  pension  system 
would  have  leave  to  rest. 

The  question  being  put  on  agreeing  to  the  reso- 
lution, it  was  carried.    Ayes  70,  noes  44. 

Mr.  Cambreleno  stated  that,  as  the  House 
might  be  called  on  to  vote  on  the  tariff  bill,  in  its 
present  shape,  he  had  taken  pains  to  prepare  a 
statement  oi  what  would  be  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  the  provisions  of  that  bill,  which  he  was 
desirous  of  presenting  to  the  House. 

The  statement  was  received,  and,  after  an  un- 
successful motion  of  Mr.  Conoict  to  lay  it  upon 
the  table,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Tracy  called  up  the  resolution,  offered  by 
him  some  days  since,  making  certain  inquiries  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  real 
estate  purchased  by  the  United  States.  The  reso- 
lution was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Longfellow,  by  leave  of  the  House,  pre- 
sented a  remonstrance  and  memorial  from  mer- 
chants and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Portland,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  against  the  pas- 
sage of  any  bill  having  for  its  object  an  increase 
of  duties  on  foreign  manufactures,  upon  their  im- 
portation into  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  and  encouraging  domestic  manufac- 
tures; whicQ  memorial  and  remonstrance  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
that  subject. 

Mr.  Henry,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making  of  a 
road  from  a  point  in  the  northwestern  boundary 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  near  the  foot  of  the  rapids 
of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  Detroit,  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan ;  which   bill  was  read 


twice,  and  committed  to  m  Cemmhtee  of  tk 
Whole. 

On  motion- of  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  t  cod- 
mittee  was  appointed  to  inqaire*  into  tfaeei;Ndi- 
enty  of  devising  suitable  regulatioBs  foiikepre- 
ervation  and  nolice  of  the  Capitol  and  lUippv- 
tenances;  andMr.  VANRENB8Ci.AfiByMr.Muca 
Mr.  FoasYTii,  Mr.  Rich,  and  Mr.  Latbiop.?(r 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  iatci 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  oo  the  bill  to  vam 
the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imparts. 

The  question  pending,  from  yesterday,  wii,oi 
the  motion  to  amend  the.  bill,  by  striking  on!  iIk 
words  following,  viz :  ^  On  all  foreign  ditfilM 
spirits,  fiAeen  per  centum  upon-  the  dutie  &or 
imposed  by  law,  and  in  addition  thereto  " 

Mr.  WiCKUFFE,  of  Kentucky,  first  rose,io  cct 
tinuation  of  the  debate  on  this  motion,  whiciite 
considered  as  inrolving  the  great  principle  of  tb 
bill,  andpartieularlv  so  far  as  it  affected  that  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  which  he  represented — a  coosiji' 
eration  which,  he  hoped,  would  excuse  his  troM^ 
the  Committee  at  this  time.  Looking  at  tbecca- 
tents  of  this  bill,  at  the  province  of  the  commv» 
which  reported  it,  and  the  grounds  on  whKi::: 
had  been  supported,  he  regarded  it  as  a  bill  u- 
tended  for  the  protection  of  mamtfactares, is- 
not,  as  it  seemed  to  be  considered  by  the  supponen 
of  the  motion,  as  a  commercial  or  a  revenue  ti-i^- 
Mr.  W.  said,  ne  was  himself  disposed,  by  iocrear 
ing  the  duties  on  imports,  to  extend  to  the  lo&it 
manufactures  of  the  country,  and  to  the  encoung^ 
ment  of  its  industry,  all  the  protection  that  ca 
be  given  to  them.  But,  whilst  he  would  do  (b& 
he  was  not  disposed,  by  overdoing  this  encounr 
ment,  to  be  led  into  a  state  of  things  which  wo&i^ 
necessarilv  result  in  the  establishment  of  asjsuo 
of  in  terna  1  taxa  tion  in  the  country.  He  did  not  b^ 
lieve,  he  said  that  the  Union  is  prepated,  at  ti 
time,  for  chat  state  of  things.    He  spoke  vJ!k 

freat  confidence  for  that  portion  of  it  by  wiioie 
indness  he  had  now  the  privilege  of  addressio^ 
the  House.    However  anxious  tl^  people  of  (^< 
part  of  the  country  mi^t  be  to  promote  the  io» 
ests  of  domestic  manufactures,  they  were  not  pre- 
pared to  go  the  length  which  son^e  gentlemen,  b(k' 
in  debate  on  this  floor,  indeed,  but  in  private  o» 
versaiion,  had  seemed  to  intimate  that  thistoa* 
sure  would  carry  os.    They,  sahl  Mr.  W^  ^^ 
no  fondness  for  your  excisemen  and  tax-gatherer 
They  learned  a  song  in  1798,  the  memory  of  vlucfc 
thev  yet  cherish,  the  chorus  of  which  is  ^  Libertf 
and  no  Bxcise !"    In  time  of  war,  he  nid,  ^ 
would  cheerfully  submit  to  the  burdens  of  intentii 
taxation,  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  aroiff 
and  navies  of  the  country ;  but,  in  time  of  pe^ 
they  would  as  soon  welcome  a  real  blue-light  an 
among  them,  as  an  exciseman.    They  woaid  » 
soon  hail,  as  brothers,  those  *' just  men  made  pe^ 
feet,"  who,  after  having,  by  their  entaog^iog  com- 
mercial relations,  brongbt  the  country  into  a  wir» 
seemed  to  think  that  the  machinery  of  our  w- 
ernment  was  not  competent  to  its  successful  pros- 
ecution. 
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Mr.  W.  did  oot  make  these  remarks^  he  went 
on  to  say^  as  indicatiog  the  vote  he  was  to  give 
OD  this' bill.  If,  however,  he  should  be  made  sen- 
sible that  the  bill  would  lead  to  the  state  of  things 
which  some  had  anticipated,  he  could  not  give  it 
his  support.  And  one  promise  he  was  prepared 
to  make ;  that,  if  the  clause  now  under  considera- 
tion were  stricken  from  the  bill,  he  must  and  would 
▼ote  against  it.  Taking  this  bill  as  a  whole,  he 
could  not  regard  it  as  a  bill  to  increase  the  reve- 
nue of  the  country.  There  was  no  complaint,  he 
observed,  of  any  deficiency  of  revenue  to  meet  all 
the  expenditures  of  the  Government — oniess  it 
should  be  desired  for  the  more  speedy  extinction 
of  the  public  debt,  to  which  measure  ne  professed 
himself  friendly*  It  was  not  a  revenue  bill ;  for, 
the  House  had  been  told^  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  who  refwrted  it,  that  its  effect  probably 
would  be  to  diminish  the  revenue.  Mr.  W.  there* 
fore,  regarded  the  bill  simply  as  a  manufacturing 
bill,  having  for  its  object  the  encouragement  and 
protection  of  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the 
country.  Viewing  it  in  this  light,  if  the  clause 
now  under  consideration  should  be  stricken  out, 
what  was  promised  to  the  section  of  country 
which  he  represented,  in  lieu  of  the  sacrifice  she 
is  to  make,  by  paying,  in  the  increased  cost  of  the 
manufactured  articles  she  consumes,  the  additional 
duties  proposed  by  the  bill  ?  . 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  professed 
a  disposition  to  encourage  manufactures,  but  was, 
at  the  same  time,  against  the  commercial  interest 
contributing  its  proportion  to  the  general  sacrifice. 
The  consumers  of  cloths,  and  other  articles  of  im- 
portation, designated  by  the  bill  for  higher  duties, 
were  called  upon  to  contribute  for  the  benefit  of 
the  manufacturers — for  the  bill  could  be  considered 
in  no  other  light  than  as  a'  system  of  bounties  to 
manufacturers,  and,  by  tliis  bounty,  the  price  to 
the  consumer  was  to  be  advanced.  The  commer- 
cial interest  was  not  to  contribute  any  thing,  upon 
the  plan  of  the  |^ntleman  from  Connecticut,  out 
the  agricultural  interest  was  to  contribute  all.  Mr. 
W.  replied  to  some  of  the  argiiments  urg[ed  yester'^ 
day.  Among  other  observations,  he  said,  why  is 
a  turther  duty  proposed  to  be  laid  on  bar  iron  and 
lead?  Because  the  country  abounds  in  those  ar- 
ticles, in  quantity  and  quality  equal  to  those  of 
any  other  country  in  the  world.  So  of  the  raw 
material  of  every  other  article  of  manuiacture 
embraced  in  the  bill.  Now,  Mr.  W.  asked,  is  it 
the  policy  of  this  country,  while  increasing  the 
duty  upon  every  article  ot  importation,  of  which 
the  country  possesses  the  raw  material,  and  the 
capacity  for  its  manufacture,  not  only  for  hoqie 
consumption  but  for  exportation,  to  exclude  the 
only  manufacture,  of  any  extent,  of  the  Western 
country  ?  Is  there  a  ereater  reason  for  imposing 
higher  duties  on  the  other  articles  embraced  in  the 
bill,  than  on  that  now  under  consideration?  Mr. 
W.  here  adverted  to  the  amount  of  importation  of 
foreign  distilled  spirits,  as  affected  by  the  existing 
duties,  and  went  into  an  inquiry  whether  this  was 
not  as  fair  an  object  of  taxation  as  any  other  ar- 
ticle of  import.  He  would  not  inquire,  he  said, 
whether  hilarity  was  more  promoted  by  loreignor 


domestic  distilled  spirits-^-frora  either,  it  was  some^ 
times  too  much  promoted — gentlemen  might,  if 
they  pleased,  prefer  the  brandies  of  France,  or  the 
rum  of  Jamaica,  to  the  spirit  of  domestic  origin ; 
but  their  preference  of  the  one  or  the  other  did  not 
affect  the  true  point  for  inquiry  here,  viz.  whether 
an  article,  which  we  can  abundantly  produce  at 
home,  is  susceptible  of  higher  taxation  when  com- 
ing from  abroad,  than  it  at  present  bears  ?  It  was 
a  manufacture,  surely,  as  worthy  of  protection  as 
that  of  straw  hats»  The  capital  employed  in  the 
one  manufacture  is  much  greater  than  that  which 
is  employed  in  the  other ;  and  yet  tbe  House  was 
called  upon,  by  those  who  opposed  the  proposed 
dutyvon  distilled  spirits,  to  protect  the  manufac- 
ture of  straw  hats  and  bonnets  by  a  tax  upon  leg- 
horns. It  was  as  good  an  argument  against  tax- 
ing them  as  against  taxing  distilled  spirits,  that 
such  a  tax  would  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
commerce  of  the  country.  The  duty  on  Russia 
hemp,  too,  might  as  well  be  objected  to,  on  the 
ground  that  it  Weakens  commerce,  and  lessens  the 
supply  of  the  article  to  the  Eastern  manufacturer. 
But,  he  said,  it  appeared  that  gentlemen  were  dis- 
posed to  exact  from  the  agricultural  States  en- 
couragement for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  and 
woollen  cloths,  but  not  to  encourage  the  manufac- 
ture of  whiskey  and  the  growing  of  hemp,  because  a 
trade  in  them  was  necessary  for  the  interests  of 
commerce,  &c.  Mr.  W.  was  for  placing  these 
two  interests  of  the  counti^  on  the  same  fooling. 

The  only  objections,  he  said,  which  he  had 
heard  to  the  increase  of  the  duty  on  the  importa- 
tion of  spirits,  were,  that  it  would  lessen  the  reve- 
nue of  the  country,  and  disturb  the  commerce  with 
the  West  India  islands.  As  to  tbe  first  of  these 
objections,  Mr.  W.  said.it  would  apply  equally 
to  every  article  of  the  bill.  And,  as  to  the  second, 
he  argued  that  the  aagmented  importation  of  the 
raw  material,  molasses,  from  which  rum  is  dis- 
tilled, would  more  than  compensate  for  the  dimin- 
ished importation  of  rum,  which  would  be  caused 
by  the  augmented  duty,  besides  affording  addi- 
tional employment,  in  the  manufacture  of  it,  to 
the  labor  and  industry  of  the  country.  Mr.  W. 
then  adverted  to  the  proposed  increase  of  duties 
on  coarse  cloths,  of  which  a  great  quantity  is  con- 
sumed in  the  country  which  he  represents,  and  to 
tbe  tax  to  be  levied  upon  his  constituents  to  the 
amount  of  increase  of  duty,  by  the  consequent 
augmentation  of  price  of  the  article,  whether  of 
domestic  or  foreign  manufacture.  Why  should 
this  be  exacted  from  his  constituents,  if  any  parti- 
cipation in  corresponding  advantages  was  wnoily 
denied  to  them  ?  Mr.  W.  said,  he  wished  this  biU 
to  pass,  if  assured  that  it  would  not  have  the  effect 
which  some  predicate  of  it.  Yet  he  wanted  to 
see  something  like  reciprocity  in  its  details.  He 
was  not  willing,  whilst  his  constituents  were  to 
be  heavily  burdened  by  the  bill,  that  they  should 
derive  no  benefit  from  it.  He  was  not  willing 
that  the  agricultural  interest  should  be  made  to 
pay  all,  and  receive  nothing. 

Mr.  Mallabt  observed,  that  the  gentleman  who 
had  just  spoken  in  opposition  to  the  motion  had 
assigned  some  reasons,  which  he  considered  un- 
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founded.  It  was  to  he  expected,  that  the  discus- 
sioa  of  a  bill  30  wide  in  its  extent,  and  affecting 
so  many  different  interests,  would  produce  some 
collision  of  opinions.  There  could  scareiy  be  a 
provision  in  the  whole  bill  which  would  not  afieet 
some  parts  of  the  country  more  than  another.  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  friends  of  the  policy  to  equalize 
the  advantages,  as  well  as  the  burdens,  if  any  bur- 
dens should  be  imposed,  throughout  the  country. 
However  great  the  evils  produced  by  the  extensive 
use  of  spirits,  they  could  not  be  avoided.  It  was  an 
article  of  commerce  of  great  extent,  and  it  must 
be  considered  as  such  in  our  Legislative 'proceed- 
ings. The  inquiry  was,  whether  the  duties  al- 
ready imposed  were  not  sufficiently  high  ?  Has  not 
protection  to  the  domestic  articicAlready  exceeded 
that  of  almost  any  other  1  The  importation  of 
spirits  at  a  former  period  was  enormously  great, 
amounting  to  about  twelve  or  fifteen  millions  of 
gallons  in  a  single  year.  The  duties  upon  it 
amounted  to  nearly  two-fifths  of  the  whole  reve- 
nue. The  tarifi*of  1816  has  been  the  cause  of 
reducing  the  import  to  about  four  millions  of  gal- 
lons per  annum.  The  use  of  spirits  has  not  di- 
minished, but  increased,  from  the  cheapness  of 
the  domestic  article,  and  increased  population. 
The  domestic  produce  has  enjoyed  tne  benefits. 
No  part  of  the  country  has  enjoyed  greater  ad- 
vantages than  the  West.  Let  us  inquire  what  has 
been  the  effect  upon  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
the  £astern  States,  especially  of  Connecticut. 
From  one  port,  a  few  years  ago,  about  fifty  ves- 
sels were  engaged  ia  the  West  India  trade — ^now 
they  have  eignt  or  nine  from  the  same  port. 
Other  ports  have  suffered  equally  great.  Ought 
this  particular  branch  of  commerce  be  reduced 
any  more  ?  Have  not  the  people  concerned  made 
sufficient  sacrifices  for  the  benefit  of  the  other  in- 
terests of  the  country  ?  If  burdens  are  to  be  im-  | 
posed,  ought  thev  not  to  be  applied  to  some  other 
interests,  which  nave  not  suffered  as  much  ?  Mr. 
M.  said,  he  was  in  favbr  of  the  bill,  and  should 
vote  for  it  as  it  was,  but  should  prefer  it  with  the 
provision  under  discussion  removed  from  it,  and 
appealed  to  the  friends  of  the,bill  to  say,  whether 
justice  did  not  require  that  it  should  be  done. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who  has  just 
spoken,  says  that  the  bill  proposes  a  duty  on  wool- 
lens, which  is  in  favor  of  the  Eastern  States — 
that  the  Western  ought  to  have  an  equivalent 
What  equivalent  have  the  Eastern  people  had 
for  the  almost  total  annihilation  of  the  West  In- 
dia trade  ?  The  West  have  been  gainers,  while 
the  East  have  been  comparatively  ihe  losers. 
Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  another  important  point — ^the  com- 
parison between  the  duties  on  spirits  and  the  du- 
ties upon  woollen  goods.  It  is  evident  there  is  no 
.proportion.  The  duty  on  spirits  is  about  forty- 
two  cents  per  gallon,  on  an  average.  The  .cost  is 
about  seventeen  cents  per  gallon  in  the  West  In- 
dies. -  The  duty,  therefore,  is  nearly  two  hundred 
and  fifty  per  cent,  already ;  add  that  proposed  by 
the  bill,  and  it  will  equal  three  hundred  per  cent. ; 
and  the  West  has  reaped  its  fuU  share,  perhaps 
more,  of  the  benefits  of  the  high  duties.    In  con- 


sequence of  the  cheapness  of  grain  in  the  West, 
the  article  of  spirits  could  be  prodaeed  there  muck 
cheaper  than  in  the  EasL  When  the  Eastcn 
people  demand  an  increase  of  duty  equal  toihiee 
hundred  per  cent,  on  woollens,  some  eqaivakBt 
should  be  discovered,  or  the  West  would  harei 
right  to  compLaitt.  For  his  part,  said  Mr.  M.,ks 
considered  that  the  committee  had  presented  1 
bill,  which,  in  general,  had  given  evidence  of  thar 
research  and  wisdom.  It  should  have  bis  sa^ 
port,  alth  jagh  he  should  prefer  it  if  the  motia 
should  prevail. 

Mr.  TBACT,  of  New  York,  next  prewnted  scae 
of  his  views  on  the  subject.  He  snonld  think,  k 
said,  that  so  small  an  aogmentatioii  of  thedatf  a 
distilled  spirits  would  not  have  any  injariousel- 
feet  on  commerce.  It  appeared  to  him  imposi- 
ble  that  so  slight  an  addition  to  the^present  dsu 
could  affect  the  importation  of  mm.  If  the  n^ 
mentation  of  duty  would  have  any  effect  at  ill,v 
it  would  increase  the  cost  of  rum,  it  would  0^ 
ate  beneficially  to  our  manufacturers  of  ram  free 
molasses,  and,  molasses  being  the  more  bulky  v- 
tide  of  the  two^  it  would  thus  operate  benefickiii 
also  to  the  navigation  of  the  country. 

But,  Mr.  T.  said,  if  it  wore  otherwise^  there  wm 
several  items  in  this  bill,  inserted  with  a  viev-i: 
not  with  a  view,  certainly  with  the  effect,  to  ei- 
elude  the  importation  01  the  articles  on  wluf: 
they  propose  duties.  The  proposed  doty  on  i:» 
ought  to  be  intended  to  exclude,  altogether,  is 
importation.  So  also  the  duty  on  woollens.  If 
any  increase  was  to  be  made  upon  the  preset 
duty  on  woollen^  it  could  only  be  justifiable  v:a 
the  intent  and  purpose  of  excluding  altogether!^, 
importation  of  foreign  goods  of  that  descriptios. 
If  we  legislate  with  this  view,  said  Mr.  T.,  c 
what  object  can  the  principle  be  more  fairlf  a^ 
plied  than  to  distilled  spirits  ?  It  would,  10  in 
sure,  a&ct  the  revenue,  to  exclude  foreign  spiric 
altogether.  But,  he  said,  there  were  minf  ot^ 
articles  of  importation,  the  ^exclusion  of  wtud 
would  more  seriously  affect  the  revenue  thaa  tbs 
total  exclusion  of  distilled  spirits  would.  Th«R 
i^as  no  increase  of  duty  on  any  article  extenslTelf 
imported,  that  would  so  little  affect  the  rerefio& 
as  this  very  one.  The  commercial  interest  wooji 
derive  as  much  benefit  from  the  importatioo  ofi^ 
raw  material  (molasses)  as  from  the  import  of  t^ 
manufacture  from  it.  but,  if  the  dutv  did  iSed 
commerce,  it  would  not  operate,  in  this  respect 
differently  or  more  extensively  than  saitie  o(bc 
provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  T.  said,  he  was  opposed,  altogether,  ^ 
striking  out  this  clause  of  the  bill,  be^ose  thti 
part,  of  the  country  which  was  most  interested  12 
this  item  would  derive  less  benefit  from  the  m- 
eral  provisions  of  this  bill  than  any  other.   The 
particular  district  which  he  himself  represeotai 
for  example,  had  no  iron,  no  woollen  maDutV 
tures,  no  capital^  d^c,  to  receive  benefit  from  the 
provision^  of  this  bill,  and  would  yet  have  to  pi/ 
Its  full  propostion  of  the  increased  cost  of  the  msa- 
ufactures  of  Ihe  East,  dtc,  growing  out  of  ihis 
bill.     What   equivalent  was  offered  to  them? 
None,  unless  in  the  clause  now  proposed  to  he 
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stricken  out.  -The  objection  to  this  partica- 
lar  clause,  therefore,  Mr.  T.  said,  came  with  an 
ill  grace  from  any  geotleman  from  the  Eastern 
States;  and,-  perha^is,  of  all  the  States,  there 
would  be  DO  one  so  much  benefited  by  tnis  bill, 
should  it  pass,  as  the  State  of  Connecticut,  ex- 
tensively a  manufacturing  State,  and  having, 
besides,  the  advantage,  not  common  to  other  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  of  possessing  an  extensive 
capital. 

All  the  friends  of  this  bill,  Mr.  T.  said,  must 
discover  the  necessity  of  not  listening,  at  this  time, 
to  any  proposition  to  amend  it.  Let  us,  said  he, 
ascertain  what  is  the  strength  of  the  House  in  re* 
gard  to  the  general  princij^e  of  this  bill,  and  then 
see  what  amendments  are  advisable  with  a  view 
to  its  ultimate  passage.  He  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut,  if  friendly  to  this  bill,  would 
withdraw  his  motion  to  strike  out  the  clause:  If 
he  was  adverse  to  the  general  provisions  6f  the 
bill,  he  ought  still  to  withdraw  the  motion  to  try 
the  question  on  the  principle  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  said  he  was  not 
hostile  to  the  principle  of  thf  bilL  He  had  be- 
lieved, for  a  long  time^  that  there  onght  to  be  a 
revision  of  the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports ;  but  it 
must  be  a  Judicious  revision.  He  could  not  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  the 
question  should  first  be  tried  on  the  general  prin* 
ciple  of  the  bill,  as  he  expressed  it,  when  in  fact 
every  particular  item  of  the  bill  presented  a  sepa- 
rate principle  for  consideration.  He  could  not 
agree,  either,  with  the  gentleman,  that  this  bill  is 
to  be  taken  as  ie  is ;  that  it  is  not  susceptible  of 
amendment;  that  the  committee  which  reported 
It  possesses  more  intelligence  than  the  whole 
House.  He  believed.  On  the  contrary,  there  was 
in  the  House  a  great  fund  of  practical  informa- 
tion, which  a  debate  upon  the  details  of  it  would 
elicit.  In  his  opinion,  Mr.  F.  sai(L  the  interests  of 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  were  so 
connected,  that  they  could  not,  without  violence, 
be  separated.  In  the  proposition  which  he  had 
made  to  amend  the  bill,  bv  striking  out  the  clause 
now  under  consideration,  ne  had  l^en  actuated  as 
much  by  a  desire  to  favor  agriculture,  as  to  favor 
commerce.  What  would  be  the  effect  of  it  1  He 
ought,  he  said,  certainty  to  have  brought  into  this 
House  some  experience,  if  nothing  else ;  for  he 
had  been  ten  years  of  his  life  engaged  in  com- 
merce, and,  for  the  last  ten  years,  m  agricultural 
pursuits ;  and,  practised  in  both,  he  was  not  hos- 
tile to  either  of  them.  Every  barrel  of  flour  ex- 
ported to  the  United  States,  said  Mr.  F.,  the 
proceeds  of  which  are  invested  in  the  products  of 
foreigh  countries,  for  importation,  brings  into  our 
Treasury  at  least  fifteen  dollars,  in  the  shape  of 
duties  on  the  foreign  importation.  You  will,  by 
compelling  the  consumption  of  the  article  here, 
by  excluding  importations  by  high  duties,  produce 
a  necessity  for  raising  that  fifteen  dollars  upon  the 
consumption  of  the  article  at  home.  Here,  then, 
is  a  taxation  on  agriculture,  to  an  enormous  ex- 
tent, the  necessity  for  which  will  be  produced  by 
your  legislating  to  the  extent  proposed.  It  was 
upon  general  principles,  therefore,  he  had  proposed 


to  strike  out  the  clause  of  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration. The  present  rate  of  duty  on  spirits,  he 
said,  is  vastly  higher  than  the  duty  now  proposed 
in  the  bill  on  any  article  whatever.  If  it  was  in- 
creased. Congress  would  be  under  the  necessity  of 
making  up,  by  internal  taxation,  the  deficieney  of 
fifteen  dollars  on  every  barrel  of  flour,  the  exporta- 
tion of  which  should  be  virtually  forbidden,  by  the 
excessive  taxation  of  the  articles  usually  imported 
in  return  for  it,  dbc. 

Mr.  Trimble  said,  ne  rose  not  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  merits  and  principles  of  the  bill, 
but  merely  to  state  facts.  It  had  been  said,  re- 
peatedly, in  the  course  of  the  debate,  that,  to  im- 
pose an  additibnal  duty,  would  have  an  ^fect  to 
diminish  the  revenue.  On  this  subject  he  had  a 
statement  to  lay  before  the  House,  which  would 
show  that  the  operation  of  the  duty  would  be  very 
different  from  what  gentlemen  seemed  to  think. 
But,  before  •he  produced  it,  he  deemed  it  best  to 
state  the  general  principle  that  would  govern  him 
in  all  his  deliberations,  and  in  the  several  votes  he 
might  be  called  on  to  give  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion  of  this  bill*  It  was  this:  that  he  con- 
sidered no  tariff  as  fair,  unless  its  pressure  was 
equal  on  all  parts  of  the  community.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  if  a  noxious  article  was  found 
in  general  use,  that  such  article  was  not  a  fair  ob- 
ject for  taxation — he  would,  on  the  contrary,  tax 
vice,  if  he  could,  out  of  the  community,  but  he 
concluded  that,  if  gentlemen  wished  to  have  a 
tariff  pass  this  House,  they  had  come  prepared  to 
equalize  its  effects  as  far  as  possible.  There  was 
one  other  general  idea  which  he  wished  4o  state 
on  this  matter.  If  the  present  confederacy  had 
never  ta^en  place  between  the  States,  they  would 
have  possessed  and  retained  the  power  of  laying 
what  taxes  they  pleased  on  the  ingress  and  egress 
of  commodities  into  and  out  otthe  bounds  of 
each,  and  would,  no  doubt,  have  exercised  that 

g)wer  in  renderinjg^  the  taxes  on  each  other  equal* 
ut  the  Constitution,  Twhich,  he  could  show  was 
nothing  but  a  perpetual  treaty,)  prohibited  to  them 
this  right  of  taxation,  and  it  was  now,  therefore, 
the  honest  duty  of  Congress  to  make  the  pressure 
of  the  tariff  as  equal  as  possible,  whether  the  tax 
was  direct  or  indirect. 

But  to  recur  to  facts.  It  was  not  true  that  the 
revenue,  on  imported  spirits,  had  been  diminished 
by  the  taxes  imposed  on  it,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Government  to  the  present  time.  Mr. 
Secretary  Dallas  had  shown  that  the  annual  re- 
venue on  this  article,  from  1800  to  1616,  was 
something  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars.  But 
in  that  statement  he  included  the  great  importa- 
tions of  1803,  '4,  '5,  %  '7,  which  do  not  fairly 
enter  into  the  average.  But,  taking  the  importa- 
tions from  1803  to  1812,  the  average  amount  wUl 
be  found  to  be  six  millions,  and  the  duties  on  that 
amount  two  millions-4eaving  out  the  years  1803, 
'4,  '5,  and  '6,  the  average  on  the  balance  is  about 
four  millions,  and  the  revenue  one  million.  So 
that  the  average  revenue  to  1816  is  about  two  mil- 
lions. In  that  year  the  new  tariff  was  laid,  and 
the  average  duties  on  imported  spirits,  from  1816 
to  the  present  year,  is  two  millions. 
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Here  Mr.  Foot  inquired  whether  the  gentiemaD 
from  Kentucky  had  deducted  the  years  of  the  em* 
bargo  and  non-intercourse? 

Mr.  T.  replied  that  he  had  not.  He  did  not 
think  it  was  a  fair  mode  of  obtaining  an  average 
to  take  all  the  lowest,  and  leave  out  the  highest 
years,  or  to  take  ail  the  highest  and  leave  out  the 
lowest.  (He  was  glad  to  perceive,  from  the  in- 
quiry of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  thai 
they  were  getting  on  terrc^  firma  again — ^he  had 
no  doubt  all  would  proceed  very  well  now.)  Mr. 
T.  here  made  some  remarks  to  show  that  the  di- 
minution of  the  import  of  spirits,  in  late  years, 
arose  from  the  general  derangement  of  business, 
and  was  not  occasioned  by  the  tariff  of  1816, 
thoQgjh  that  tariff  might,  in  some  degree,  have 
contributed  to  it. 

On  one  thing. he  was  determined,  that,  so  far  as 
he  was  concerned,  he  would  make  the  tariff  fair 
and  equal.  The  old  tariff  was  so  imeqoal,  that 
he  presumed  no  member  was  to  be  found  who 
would  venture  to  take  his  place  on  this  floor  and 
attempt  a  defence  of  it  tie  knew,  indeed,  thai 
absolute  equalitv  was  unattainable — they  could  not 
weigh  out  equality  by  dram  and  scr4i|iles,  but  must 
•ome  as  near  it  as  possible. 

Mr.  Tracy  again  rose,  and  said,  that,  the  ihore 
he  reflected  on  the  subject,  the  more  he  was 
satisfied ,  that,  instead  of  striking  out  from  the 
bill  the  clause  now  under  ccmsideration,  the  duty 
proposed  by  it  was  not  as  high  as  it  ought  to  be, 
consistently  with  the  other  provisions  of  the  bill. 
He  was  satisfied,  he  said,  that  it  could  be  shown 
conclusively,  that  the  same  considerations  which 
operated  as  inducements  in  regard  to  other  arti- 
cles of  the  bill,  would  operate  equally  in  favor  of 
the  motion  which  he  now  proposed,  which  was, 
to  strike  out  the  proposed  '^  fifteen  per  centum," 
Mid,  in  lieu  thereof,  insert  "  fifty  per  centum." 

Mr.  McDuFFiE,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that 
he  felt  himself  bound,  on  every  question  of  amend- 
ment, not  to  oppose  it  on  the  general  principle  of 
hostility  to  the  bill,  but  to  oppose  or  support  it  on 
the  merits  of  the  amendment  proposed.  What, 
then,  he  asked,  is  the  principle  on  which  the  man- 
ufacturers of  the  country  clainied  protection? 
What  is  the  principle  on  which,  if  at  all,  thejr 
need  it  ?  Not  that  they  cannot  stand  a  competi- 
tion, on  any  terms,  when  fairly  established,  with 
the  foreign  manufacturers ;  for,  if  ffentlemen  ad- 
mitted that  mnj  article  of  manufacture  cannot 
aland  in  competition  with  the  foreign  article,  that 
admission  denied  at  once  the  policy  of  the  prohi- 
bition of  the  foreign  article.  The  onlv  ground 
on  which  an  increase  of  the  tariff  could  be  sup* 
ported,  was  that  of  sustaining  manufactures  against 
superior  advantages,  from  the  improved  machinery 
and  more  powerful  capital  of  loreign  manufac- 
tories, against  competition,  dl^c.  Now,  Mr.  McD. 
asked,  is  not  the  manufactory  of  whiskey  in  this 
country  carried  to  perfection  ?  Is  an  extraordi- 
nary machinery,  or  very  extensive  capital,  neces- 
sary to  carry  it  on  ?  It  had  already  been  shown, 
that  this  manuiacture  is  now  protected  by  a  duty 
of  two  hundred  per  centum  on  its  value.  Was  it 
pretended  that  any  article,  the  manufacture  of 


which  is  not  protected  by  such  a  boontj,  could  k 
protected  by  any  bounty  whatever  short  of  ton! 
prohibition  7 

The  ground  which  he  took  in  regard  to  tkit 
article,  Mr.  McDuffie  said,  was,  that  it  is  (jk 
which,  whether  of  foreign  or  domestic  mvuik- 
ture,  should  be  a  subject  of  taxation ;  and  ut 
ground  he  now  took,  in  opposition  to  tbe  motkaoi 
Sie  gentleman  frpm  New  York,  would  be^thui: 
would  have  the  effect,  if  it  succeeded,  to  protK 
the  article,  whether  of  foreign  or  domestic  mafii- 
facture,  from  any  taxation  whatever.  Whai,k 
asked,  would  be  the  effect  of  the  tax  dow  p»- 
posed  1  Would  it  not  opa^te  to  the  exdosicae: 
the  foreign  article  altogether  ?  He  appealed  u 
any  man,  acquainted  with  the  course  of  comment 
for  confirmation  of  the  fact,  which  he  now&taui 
that  the  duties  already  existing,  have  almosia 
eluded  this  article ;  that  the  trade  with  the  Wee 
Indies  was  almost  destroved  by  the  duty  as . 
now  stands.  Mr.  McD.  nere  made  some  sUit 
ments  to  show  that,  with  regard  to  the  comfan- 
tive  amount  of  the  importation  of  the  articles 
distilled  spirits,  the  change  has,  under  the  opn 
tion  of  the  augmentation  of  duties  tipoo  it,  \m 
vast  From  the  year  1805  to  the  yearlSOS,!^ 
said,  one-half  of  the  revenue  of  the  country  ^ 
been  derived  from  duties  on  the  imporUiiioQ^ 
articles  of  this  description.  For  the  four  soeeec^ 
ing  years,  more  than  a  third  of  the  revenoe  b£ 
been  derived  from  the  same  source.  The  stair 
mentof  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  thai  :k 
amount  of  revenue  from  this  source  in  those  yac 
had  been  verv  little  f;reater  than,  under  iacreasec 
duties,  it  had  been  m  late  years,  might  be  liis 
ally  correct ;  but  gentlemen  ought  to  make  a  cm 
parative  statement,  to  arrive  at  correct  results fr(9 
the  facts.  It  was  true  that,  in  18^,  the  amoc 
of  the  revenue  from  this  source  was  two  m\iM 
of  dollars.  But,  in  the  years  1805  to  1807,  w^ 
thctotal  revenue  was  but  seven  millioDs  of  <i^ 
lars,  the  imposts  on  distilled  spirits  amoooudif 
three,  four,  and  three  millions  of  dollars.  T^ 
duty  now  existing  amounted,  in  fact,  almost  s 
an  exclusion  of  that  article,  and  if  the  same  p 
portional  amount  was  now  imported,  as  was 'S 
1805,  the  revenue  from  this  very  article,  takiif 
into  consideration  the  growth  of^  our  popaiaui» 
and  the  subsequent  increment  of  duty,  ougbt  u 
be  at  least  ten  millions^  instead  of  two  millioosc 
dollars. 

The  article  of  manufacture  now  in  questioo^M' 
McD.  said,  was  not  one  requiring  extiaordiaan 
machinery  or  capital  to  carry  it  on,  nor  was  itov 
which  it  was  necessary  to  encouraj|(e  in  a  natitft. 
view,  such  as  the  manufacture  of  woolleflf)  ^ 
necessary  for  the  clothing  of  troops,  &c,  ia  asas 
of  war.  The  manufacture  of  whiskey  was  «<. 
which  could  be  increased  to  any  extent  in  case » 
emergency.  It  was  an  article  which  could  ooi  ^ 
brought  within  the  principle  on  which  doane^ 
manufactures  rightfully  claim  protection  j  aodt^ 
trusted  the  House  would  not  sustain  the  prop0^ 
tion  to  increase  the  duty  upon  it. 

What,  he  asked,  was  the  suggestion  of  thefs* 
tleman  from  New  York  ?    That,  if  you  strike  oo: 
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one  of  the  items  of  thb  bill^  yoa  miist  another, 
and  another,  and  thus  lose  friends  to  the  bill.  I 
protest  against  this  argument,  said  Mr.  McDu 
Let  every  article  stand  on  its  own  footing,  and  on 
that  ground  alone..  Is  it  to  be  argued  that  you 
are  to  protect  an  article  by  additional  duties,  con- 
trary to  the  interest  of  the  community,  merely,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  it,  to  equalize 
the  tariff?  The  tariflf,  Mr.  McD.  said,  ought  to 
be  equal,  to  be  sure ;  but,  as  a  preliminary  ques- 
tion, no  article  ought  to  be  protected  which  does 
not  deserve  it — and  a  tariff  ought  not  to  be  made 
up  of  justice  and  injustice. 

The  gentleman  had  addressed  himself  to  the 
tsprU  du  corps  in  the  House,  and  called  upon  it  to 
take  the  bill  as  it  is,  or  not  at  all.  It  was  certainly 
asking  of  the  House  a  very  §7eat  portion  of  faith, 
to  require  them  to  take  a  oiu,  including  three  or 
four  hundred  items,  just  as  it  stands,  without  ex- 
amination. Let  it  be  taken  up,  said  he,  item  by 
item,  and  thus  discussed.  It  is  by  this  sort  of  dis- 
cussion only  we  can  arrive  at  tbe  truth.  When 
it  is  ascertained' what  articles  require  protection, 
then  let  the  whole  be  combined  in  one  bill.  Let 
U8  take  up  the  items  one  by  one  at  least,  and  sanc- 
tion those  only  which  merit  our  sanction.  And, 
if  we  are  to  have  a  system  injurious  to  particular 
parts  of  tbe  country^  let  us  have  the  consolation  of 
knowing  that  it  is  adopted  with  an  eye  to  the  na- 
tional interest,,  and  for^  national  object. 

There  is  a  portion  of  this  country,  said  Mr. 
McD. — a  portion  wh^oh  I  have  the  honor  to  r^ 
resent — that,  modify  it  as  you  will,  must  sustain 
from  tbe  passage  ol  this  bill  vast  and  heavy  pecu- 
niary loss.  But,  regarding  the  genend  interests  of 
the  Union,  if  it  can  be  shown  thAt  the  proposed 
duties  are  connected  with  the  in^pendenccL  the 
power  of  tbe  country,  this  consideration  will  al- 
ways with  them  have  great  weight ;  and  a  system 
of  protection  of  manufactures,  tending  to  these 
objects,  although  it  may  bear  heavier  on  them 
than  on  any  others,  will  not  be  disapproved.  But 
a  system  of  a  combination  of  particular  interests, 
for  the  particular  benefit  of  each,  is  one  which 
will  never  receive  their  sanction. 

Mr.  McD.  adverted  to  the  article  of  indiffOy  on 
the  importation  of  which  the  bill  proposes  an  ad- 
ditional duty.  He  knew  no  part  of  the  country, 
be  said,  that  was  at  all  interested  in  the  culture  or 
this  article,  but  that  which  he  in  part  represented. 
But,  he  said,  nothing  would  appear  more  idle  to 
the  people  of  that  country  than  a  protection  in  the 
manufacture  of  indigo.  They  required  no  protec- 
tion, he  said,  in  the  manufacture  of  any  article. 
He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  would  be  turned  to  the  particular  arti- 
cles proposed  to  be  protected,  and  decide  upon  them 
in  reference  to  their  respective  merits. 

Mr.  McD.  concluded  by  a  reference  to  a  decla- 
ration of  the  honorable  Speaker,  in  which  he  un- 
derstood him  to  say,  that  he  was  perfectly  willing 
that  an  excise  should  be  established  to  supply  any 
deficiency  which  might  be  produced  by  this  bill ; 
be  asked  that  gentleman  if  he  would  consent  to 
introduce  into  this  bill  a  provision  for  such  an 
exciae? 


Mr.  Clat  (Speaker)  explained.  If  an  equiva- 
lent was  given  by  the  ezdueicn  of  the  foreign  arti« 
cle,  so  as  to  give  to  our  manufacturers  the  whole 
supply  of  the  market,  he  would  consent  to  a  tax 
on  the  domestic  article  equal  to  that  now  derived 
from  the  same  foreign  article. 

Mr.  McDuFFiB  rejoined,  that,  if  on  the  manu« 
facture  of  the  domestic  article  was  to  be  raised  the 
amount  of  duty  now  collected  from  the  fore^ 
article,  he  could  not  conceive  what  the  manufac- 
turer could  gain  by  such  an  arrangement. 

Mr.  Mal^art  objected  to  the  statement  pro- 
duced by  Mr.  Trimble,  as  being  unfortunate  in 
the  period  selected.  The  inquiry,  tohe  fair,  should 
have  been  confined  to  an  ordinary  and  settled 
state  of  public  afiairs,  and  not  to.  a  season  of  dis- 
tress in  which  the  country  had  no  commerce  at 
all.  The  period  from  1803  to  1820,  includes  that 
of  the  embargo.  But,  even  then,  the  amount  of 
revenue  from  imported  spirits  was  dodble  what  it 
is  at  present.  The  gentleman  includes,  in  hi$ 
average,  the  year  1806,  in  which  year  alone  we 
imported  twelve  millions  of  ffallona — but  exclude 
this  year,  and  the  average  will  be  nearly  four  mil- 
lions. With  all  the  embarrassments  of  the  war, 
we  imported  nearly  as  much  as  we  now  do.  The 
fair  inference  seemed  to  be,  that  the  present  duty 
is  suflSciently  high.  As  a  friend  of  the  bill,  he 
wished  to  see  as  many  causes  of  objection  as  pos>* 
sible  removed  from  its  details. 

Mr.  Trimblb  said  he  could  only  explain,  and 
then  have  done.  His  friend  behind  him  thought 
his  selection  of  a  period  for  an  average  of  the  im- 
ports of  spirits  an  unfortunate  one.  He  thought 
the  gentleman's  selection  an  unlucky  one.  He 
compares  one  period  of  the  greatest  distress  with 
another  of  the  greatest  prosperity — but  I  cannot 
consent  to  the  fairness  of  such  a  |>roceedittg.  I 
think  we  ought  to  compare  the  most  favorable 
with  the  most  favorable  periods,  and  the  most  de- 
pmsed  with  the  most  depressed.  This  alone  will 
De  a  fair  ^und  for  estimate  and  deduction.  And 
on  this  principle,  I  think  the  fact  will  turn  out  to 
be,  that  the  amount  imported,  instead  of  being  di- 
minished by  the  tarifi^  nas  been  increased  by  it; 
for  it  will  be  found  to  be  greater  during  the  year 
1816,  and  for  four  years  immediately  uterwards, 
than  it  was  previously. 

Mr.  Trimblb  made  a  number  of  other  remarks 
in  reply  to  the  comparative  views  of  Mr.  Mc>- 
Dufpib. 

Mr.  Mallary,  explained,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Trim* 
blb.  He  thought,  that,  for  an  average,  a  number  of 
years  ought  to  be  taken  in  succession ;  but  either  all 
m  peace,  or  all  in  a  time  of  war.  And  if,  whea 
taken  in  a  time  of  war,  the  average  was  greater 
-than  it  was  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  what 
stronger  argument  was  needed  to  show  that  the 
duties  ought  not  to  be  increased  ? 

Mr.  Tod  ^Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Man- 
ufactures, who  had  introduced  the  bill)  rose,  and 
said,  that  he  was  not  so  much  opposed  tb  the 
amendment  as  he  was  to  the  reasons  advanced  ill 
support  of  it.  Not  one  argument  had  been  ur^ed 
but  what  might  be  urged  with  equal  proprietf 
against  the  whole  tariff.    The  objection  is,  yoa 
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prevent  importation— you  cut  off  trade.  Well,  sir, 
and  what  is  the  object  of  the  whole  bill,  but  to  pro- 
tect home  industry  faj  preventing  those  importations 
which  destroy  it  ?  Even  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  has  urged  the  same  objection.  He  tells 
us  whiskey  requires  no  machinery  nor  capital — ^no 
inore  do^straw  bonnets.  Sir,  I  must  protest  against 
the  mode  of  opposition  which  is  pursued — if  every 
member  is  to  object  to  the  bill  the  moment  any  of 
its  provisions  a£lect  himself  or  his  constituents,  not 
only  must  this  bill  be  given  up  at  once,  but  do- 
mestic industry  must  be  left  without  protection  to 
the  end  of  tinje. 

Mr.  Reed  objected  to  the  duty  as  calculated  to 
produce  frauds  upon  the  revenue.  There  was  no 
article  on  which  the  duties  had  so  much  been 
evaded,  in  Europe,  as  this  very  article  of  spirits. 
If  the  bill  was  to  produce  or  encourage  smuggling, 
he  thought  it  of  dangerous  tendency.  The  state- 
ments of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Trimble)  had  gone  to  confirm  his  fears.  He 
tells  us  that  the  average  amount,  since  1816,  is 
nearly  the  same  as  before  that  year.  I  am  by  no 
means  sure  that  the  actual  importation  has  not 
increased,  though  the  revenue  remains  stationary. 
It  was  on  this  point,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  he  wished 
most  to  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  Tracy  explained  in  reply  to  Mr.  McDuffie. 
He  did  not  wish  to  press  any  part  of  the  bill  with- 
out discussion,  but  to  try  the  general  question  first, 
whether  the  House  was  disposed  to  lay  duties  at 
all  for  the  protection  of  manufactures  and  agricul- 
ture— and,  if  this  is  settled  in  the  affirmative,  then 
go  into  the  details  of  the  bill,  and  consider  them 
Qioroughly,  with  a  view  to  make  its  provisions  as 
equal  and  as  beneficial  as  possible.  .  He  thought 
the  principle  of  the  bill  to  be  a  new  one — he  meant 
the  principle  of  taxing  imports  with  the  avowed 
riew  of  protecting  home  industry.  If  the  tariff 
was  not  to  be  a  measure  for  revenue,  but  a  measure 
for  protection,  it  ought  to  go  on  the  plan  of  exclu- 
ding competition  altogether.  The  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  proved  that 
at  least  some  alteration  ousht  to  be  made  in  the 
dotjr  on  foreign  spirits.  He  has  shown  that  it 
diminished  importation  without  discouraging  the 
use  of  spirits.  If  the  tariff  was  intended  for  pro- 
tection, the  duty  was  too  low — if  it  was  intended 
for  revenue,  it  was  too  hiffh.^  He  thought  that, 
in  whatever  part  of  the  tariff  we  depart  from  rev- 
enue, as  the  object,  we  ousht.  at  once,  to  go  the 
whole  length  of  excluding  tha.ibreign  article.  As 
to  the  moral  question,  involved  in  the  discussion, 
he  should  not  touch  it,  as  he  was  not  sufficiently 
informed  as  to  the  moral  operation  of  what  had 
been  done  already. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said,  he  was  aware  that,  at  this 
hour,  and  after  so  much  (he  thought  unnecessary) 
discussion  on  this  clause  of  the  bill,  to  listen  to 
any  further  argument  on  the  subject,  would  be 
almost  as  noxious  as,  at  this  hour  of  the  day.  to 
take  a  dose  of  domestic  blue  ruin.  Yet,  notwith- 
standing all  that,  he  was  determined  to  oj^ase  this 
bill,  step  by  step,  throughout  its  whole  progress. 
In  the  whole  discussion  gentlemen  seemed  never 
to  have  considered  that  a  great  deal  of  our  hap- 


piness in  this  world,  in  relation  to  oar  asimil 
want^  consisted  in  consumption ;  that  a  porenh 
ment  was  morally  bound  to  provide  for  its  pco- 
ple^  by  every  means  in  its  power,  an  abaoW 
salubrious,  and  tasteful  subsistence;  and  that  tJK 
species  of  gratification  under  consideration  w 
not  unworthv  the  estimate  of  a  statesman,  if  the 
interests  of  the  revenue  were  to  be  prorootei  or 
no  principle  of  morality  impugned.  Fcm-  hin- 
self,  he  had  not  had  much  experience  in  tippltof 
mm  and  whiskey ;  but  he  was  sure  that  no  mac 
could  taste  both,  and  deny  that  one  of  them  wv 
not  more  tasteful  than  the  other.  It  was  the  dctr 
of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  people  the  befta 
article.  But  it  seemed  the  object  of  the  geatle- 
man  from  the  West,  to  leave  to  the  nation  cq^t 
Hobson's  choic^-*>whisKey  or  nothing.  Bot  what- 
ever might  be  the  claims  of  the  domestic  industry 
of  the  West  on  this  subject,  he  thought  theciaia^ 
of  Connecticut  were  equally  strong.  The  ma 
of  the  West  Indies,  imported  into  Connection 
was  as  much  a  product  of  the  industry  of  thi' 
State,  as  the  article  of  whiskey  was  of  the  Sqp 
of  Kentucky,  for  this  rum  was  a  value  obtaiort 
in  exchange  for  a  commodity  raised  in  Con&ff- 
ticut,  or  of  some  effort  of  its  productive  energies. 

To  lay  a  duty  on  the  imported  article,  was  t; 
put  a  bountv  on  the  domestic  article.     And  ik 
effect  would  be,  that  the  surplus  capital  would  p 
to  making  of  whiskey,  which  would  otherwise 2? 
to  the  raising  of  wheat  and  of  animals.    Bat :? 
suppose  that,  in  that  case,  the  high  price  of  wbi^ 
key  would  continue,  was  certainly  fallaciou5--il)f 
price  would  fall,  and  the  consequence  would  U 
that  we  should  only  get  five  limes  the  quantitr  c: 
whiskey  that  we  now  have,  without  inciet-MBf 
the  wealth  of  the  country  a  single  dollar.    T^t 
honorable  Speaker  has  told  us  that  he  will  ccd- 
sent  to  an  excise;  it  is  qnite  competent  for  bim  t' 
say  so — but  will  the  country  go  with  him  ?   Hf 
may  call  up  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep,  but  wi!.' 
they  come  when  he  does  call  them  ?    Lay  an  fi- 
else,  and  the  consequence  will  be  another  chsEC? 
in  your  €k>vernment,  perhaps  another  whiskej-  i^ 
surrection.    The  honorable  chairman  of  the  ccm- 
mtttee  says,  that  if  each  member  objects  to  tha' 
part  of  the  bill  which  touches  his  own  district  wf 
shall  have  no  bill  at  all ;  well,  sir,  that  is  ja5t  wfaa: 
we  ought  to  have.    Then  we  should  have  ooIf  s 
revenue  bill,  and  an  average  tax  of  twenty-fire  per 
centum  upon  the  trade  of  the  country.  In  coodo- 
sion,  Mr.  li.  observed,  the  gentleman  from  Kec- 
tucky  has  told  us,  that  equality  could  not  be  mea- 
sured out  by  drams  and  scruples.    In  reply  1  have 
only  to  assure  him,  that  I  entertain  senoos  sere- 
pies  in  taking  the  dram  he  has  prepared  for  os. 

Mr.  STfiwART,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  and  said, 
he  considered  the  duty  proposed,  as  not  so  mock 
intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturer  C 
spirits  as  for  the  grower  of  grain.  Tbe  gentlema:: 
from  South  Carolina  says,  that  its  object  is  not  of 
a  national  character,  but,  if  viewed  in  its  opera- 
tion on  the  farmers,  it  certainly  has  that  character. 
The  agriculturist  has  lost  his  market;  his  prodoct^ 
are  aWlutely  shut  out  from  Europe;  where  be 
sold  a  thousand  barrels  of  flour,  he  does  oot  now 
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sell  one.    And  it  is  the  duty  of  a  protecting  and 
parental  ROTernment  to  provide  a  market  for  him, 
if  it  can  be  done.     But,  gentlemen  exclaim,  you 
will  ^eaXxoj  commerce — bow  ?    By  pretenting  us 
from  importing  spirits.     As  well  might  they  tell 
us  w^e  ought  to  export  grain,  and  import  our  bread, 
lest  commerce  should  be  unemployea,  as  to  tell  us 
we  must  export  ffrain  and  import  spirit  for  the  sake 
of  commerce,    ft  is  certainly  as  proper  that  a  na- 
tion should  import  its  bread,  as  import  its  drink. 
And  it  is  quite  as  much  the  duty  ot  Govern ment 
to  protect  the  man  who  raises  the  material  for  our 
dritik,  as  the  man  who  raises  the  material  for  our 
bread.     The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  can- 
not comprehend  how  the  country  is  to  be  a  gainer, 
if  the  excise  is  made  equal  to  the-duiy  on  imports 
— the  difference  is  obvious.     We  in  the  one  case 
keep  our  capital  at  home,  and  in  the  other  we  send 
it  abroad ;  the  difference  is  the  whole  price — which 
in  the  one  case  is  sent  out  of  the  eountry,  and  in 
the  other  is  kept  within  it.    I  very  well  remember 
that,  in  the  district  of  country  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent,  there  was  paid  during  the  late  war  a 
heavy  excise — ^yet  there  was  never  known  a  period 
of  such  prosperity  to  the  manufacturer  of  whiskey; 
there  was  twice  as  much  made  then  as  there  is 
now.      The  interior  labors  under  peculiar  dis- 
advantages.     The  products  it  raises  are  bulky 
and  will  not  bear  the  cost  of  transportation  to 
a  distant  market.     Government  ought  to  pro- 
tect and  cherish  them  at  home,  and  provide  a  home 
market.    There  was  such  a  market  to  a  consider- 
able extent  in  our  manufacturing  establishments, 
but  these  are  crushed.  During  the  war  there  were, 
in  my  district,  from  fifteen  to  twenty  furnaces,  be- 
sides forges,  rolling  and  splitting  mills,  and  other 
establishments  for  the  manufacture  or  iron.    In 
1816  the  duty  was  taken  off  from  imported  iron,  and 
they  were  crushed.    One  after  another  sank,  sank, 
sank  ;  they  were  all  ruined — ^their  hands  were  dis- 
missed, and  the  agriculturist  lost  his  market,  while 
the  manufacturer  lost  his  all.  You  took  that  mar- 
ket from  the  farmer — ^it  is  your  duty  to  restore  it,  or 
give  him,  some  equivalent.    The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  pleased  to  designate  the  spirit 
of  oar  own  domestic  manufacture  as  blue  ruin. 
Nothing  will  suit  him  but  the  spirit  that  is  im- 
ported.    He  likes  red  ruin.     Rum  is,  in  his  esti- 
mation far  better  colored,  and  far  better  tasted, 
than  whiskey.     Possibly  ne  likes  it  because  it  is 
of  a  red  color.   But,  sir,  to  my  taste,  old  whiskey, 
the  genuine  old  Columbia,  is  better  than  the  gen- 
tleman's red  ruin.    There  are  some  gentlemen 
who  cannot  be^r  any  thing  that  is  domestic.  Call 
it  foreign,  and  they  approve  it  at  once — but  no- 
thing that  is  domestic  is  good  enough  for  their 
use.     But,  sir,  if  you  look  at  the  effects  produced, 
I  see  no  reason  why  red  ruin  is  any  better  than 
blue  ruin.    If  a  man  gets  drunk  I  do  not  think  it 
will  make  much  difference,  whether  it  is  on  for- 
eign or  on  domestic  spirits.    If  there  is  any  difier- 
ence,  it  is  in  the  expense  to  his  family,  and  that 
is  all  on  the  side  of  the  domestic  article. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  thinks  it 
would  be  much  better  to  laise  animals,  and  send 
them  to  the  eastward,  than  to  occupy  our  capital 


in  distilling  whiskey.  But,  sir,  I  can  tell  the  hon- 
orable sen  tleman  that  there  is  nothing  better  or 
more  favorable  to  the  raising  of  those  animals 
which  we  of  the  West  drive  down  to  feed  him 
and  his  neighbors,  than  distilleries.  The  duty  in 
dispute  I  tale  to  be  for  the  protection  of  the  farm- 
er ;  and  1  ask,  while  our  prodiicts  are  shut  out  of 
foreign  markets,  shall  we  go  to  those  very  markets 
for  our  meat  and  our  drink  ? 

Mr.  Wright  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  stated  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
Government  to  provide  for  tb?  people  a  beverage 
both  salubrious  and  tasteful.  If  the  object  of  legis- 
lation was  to  encourage  drinking,  this  might  be 
true;  but  as  he  had  always  understood  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  a  wise  legislator  rather  to  discourage  that 
habit,  he  could,  by  no  means,  assent  to  the  taste- 
ful proposition.  He  was  not  very  conversant  in 
the  taste  of  rum  and  whiskey ;  but  he  thought  that 
good  old  whiskey  was  better  than  either  New 
England  or  West  India  rums.  But  gentlemen 
tell  us  that,  if  you  distil  spirits  from  gram,  you  di- 
vert the  grain  from  being  the  sustenance  of  men. 
But  he  desired  to  know  whether  any  gentleman, 
who  used  this  argument,  would  undertake  to  saj* 
that  there  was  any  scarcity  of  breadstuffs  in  this 
country;  and  whether  what  was  raised  for  dis- 
tilling, was  not  so  much  added  to  the  agricultural 
products  required  for  sustenance?  The  object  of 
the  protecting  duty  is  to  give  employment  .to  a 
multitude  of  persons  who  are  now  idle,  and  whose 
families  are  in  want  of  the  necessaries,  as  well  as 
the  comforts  of  life ;  and  I  say  that,  if  there  is  any 
article  now  imported,  which  ought  to  be  excluded 
for  this  purpose,  that  article  is  foreign  spiriu.  Is 
is  not  fair  to  give  to  our  own  people  our  own  mar- 
ket ?  Shall  you  give  a  monopoly  to  the  East,  and 
give  the  West  no  equivalent  ?  No  man  will  assert 
that  our  grain-growing  veomanry  (who,  after  all, 
are  the  countrjps  strength,  both  in  peace  and  war) 
are  insufficient  to  eupply  all  our  wants  both  for 
meat  and  drinks  I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and 
shall  vote  for  the  amendment  to  increase  the  duty. 

It  being  now  nearly  four  o'clock,  a  motion  was 
made  and  carried  that  the  Committee  rise.  It  rose 
accordingly,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


FaiOAY,  February  13. 

Mr.  Plumer.  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  tne  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  better 
to  provide  for  taking  evidence  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  in  certain  cases ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole, 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Williams;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  George 
Harlin,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CROWNinsHiBLD,  from  the  Committee  en 
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Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  ^^Aq  act  anlborizin^  the 
building  of  an  additional  number  of  sloopet)!  war, 
for  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States;"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  also 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Holliday. 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Matson,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Jones,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  sub- 
scription of  stock  in  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake 
Canal  Company ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  appointment  of  two 
Indian  agents  in  addition  to  those  already  pro« 
Tided  for  by  law,  and  fixing  their  compensations, 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afiairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bbbnt,  it  was 

iZeto^vsd^  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  an  act,  providing  for  the  examination 
of  land  titles  in  tnat  part  of  Louisiana  situated 
between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  the  river  Sabine,  so 
as  to  include  all  the  neutral  territory  or  disputed 
ground,  between  the  United  States  and  the  late 
Government  of  Spain,  in  Mexico,  situated  in  the 
western  part  of  Louisiana,  and  to  the  east  of  the 
boundary  line  as  establbhed  by  the  treaty  of  1819, 
over  which  the  land  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  have  heretofore  exercised  no  jurisdiction, 
and  to  make  such  other  alterations  therein,  as 
may  be  deemed  expedient. 

Jvcso^iwl,  That  tne  same  committee  be  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  by 
law  the  present  lana  register  at  Opelousas,  in 
Louisiana,  to  finish  the  business  of  the  land  office 
at  Opelousas,  left  in  an  unfinished  state  by  his 
predecessor,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury be  authorized  to  make  a  reasonable  allowance 
therefor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moors,  of  Akbaraa,  the 
Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  thj  )»'opriety  of  allowing  compensation  to 
Zachariah  C.  Alvis,  a  private  in  Captain  Georee 
Smith's  company  of  Mounted  Gunmen,  in  the 
campaign  against  the  Creek  Indians,  for  a  horse 
which  was  lost  for  the  want  of  forage. 

The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  were 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  memorial 
of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council, 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  it  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz :  ^An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  Statea  to  cause  to  be  made  a  military 


road  from  a  point  opposite  to  Fort  StPluli{»,tt 
Johnson's  Plantation,  as  an  auxiliary  to  tbe  d^ 
fence  of  New  Orleans; "  <'An  net  eonfirmingtb 
claim  of  Peter  H.  Hobart  and  Lewis  Jodsostoa 
certain  tract  of  land;"  and,  "An  act  eztendiig 
the  term  of  pensions  granted  to  persons  distbid, 
and  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  wbobie 
been  slain,  or  who  have  died  in  cooscqueocc  of 
wounds  or  casualties  received  while  in  the  Use  of 
their  duty,  on  board  the  private  armed  ships  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  late  war;"  in  vhk^ 
bilb  the  Senate  ask  the  coneoirenee  of  tba 
House. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titla 
viz: 

1.  An  act  extending  the  term  of  pensions  gT»^ 
ed  to  persons  disabled,  and  to  the  widows  uA  ot- 
pbans  of  those  who  have  been  slain,  or  who  iaiv 
died  in  consequence  of  wounds  or  casualties  le- 
ceived  while  in  the  line  of  their  duty  on  boiri 
the  private  armed  ships  of  the  United  States  dofof 
the  late  war ; 

2.  An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Ui.-- 
ted  States  to  cause  to  be  made  a  military  roid 
from  a  point  opposite  to  Fort  St.  Philip,  to  Jdo- 
son's  Plantation,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  defefie«  d 
New  Orleans; 

3.  An  act  confirming  the  claiai  of  Peter  E 
Hobart  and  Lewis  Judson  to  a  certain  traci  e^ 
land  I  were  read  twice,  and  referred,  respectirm; 
the  1st,  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs;  tie 
2d,  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiain;  ti^ 
the  3d,  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Lii^ 
Claims. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
Mr.  Ross,  of  Ohio,  submitted  for  eoasident^a 
the  following  resolution : 

lUaohtd,  That  the  Comniittee  on  the  DHtmt«l 
Colombia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expeditsey 
of  proTiding  by  Uw  for  tho  election  of  a  dolsgate  &a 
said  District  to  represent  the  sane  in  the  Congna  ^ 
the  United  Sutes. 
Objection  being  made  to  this  resolutioa— 
Mr.  R.  said  it  was  very  well  known  that  tk< 
population  of  the  District  of  Columbia  is  rapi^iiT 
mcreasing,  and  that  its  commercial  business,  td 
with  it  uie  lej^islative  wants  of  the  people,  vt 
rapidly  increasmg.    They  have  no  Represeatann 
on  this  floor  to  express  to  the  House  their  paroei' 
lar  wants.    Mr.  R.  said  he  could  see  no  reasia 
why  the  people  of  the  District  of  Colombia  ^sm 
not  be  represented  here  in  the  same  mano«rtf 
other  inhabitants  of  the  United  States.    Petitifitf 
were  frequently  received  from  different  parts  a 
the  District  in  favor  of  (Nirticular  objects,  and  otbtf 
petitions  protesting  against  those  objects.    It  "^ 
almost  impossible,  from  the  nature  of  things,  t^ 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Sutes  could,  oa^. 
present  circumstances^  have  a  fair  ez]>resioa^ 
the  wishes  of  the  people  of  this  DisUict  on  v 
subjects,  relating  to  its  interests,  which  they  ^^ 
occasionallv  required  to  act  upon.    There  was* 
mode  by  which  this  expression  could  be  so  v^ 
made,  as  by  the  people  having  it  in  their  power» 
scad  a  penon  bete  to  represent  their  waois.  a 
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Delegate  sent  here  bf  tbem  would  necesMrily  have 
the  voice  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
uict  ia  hi^  &vor,  and  would  he  able  to  express 
their  wants  more  correctly  than  they  could  be 
readily  ascertained  in  any  other  way. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  said  he  hoped  the 
resolution  would  be  agreed  to,  and  that  the  people 
of  the  District  would  be  allowed  to  have  a  Dele- 
gate on  this  floor.  On  the  score  of  economy,  to 
sare  the  time  of  the  House,  and  the  money  of  the 
nation,  if  for  no  other  reason,  be  considered  this 
measure  advisable. 

Mr.  A.  ST£VBNaoN,  of  Virginia,  asked  whether 
there  had  been  any  expression  of  the  wishes  of 
the  people  of  the  District  in  favor  of  this  mea- 
sure. 

Mr.  Roes  replied  that  he  was  not  aware  whe- 
ther there  had  been  any  petition  addressed  to  the 
Hotise  on  this  subject,  bat,  in  conversation  with 
inhabitants  of  the  District,  he  had  frequently 
heard  such  a  wish  expressed. 

Mr.  Tavlob,  of  New  York,  observed  that  the 
Constitution  provides  that  the  exclusive  leeisla- 
tion  for  the  District  of  Columbia  should  be  placed 
with  Congress.  He  was  averse  from  a  proposal 
to  relieve  Congress  from  a  part  of  that  duty,  by 
the  election  of  a  Delegate  from  that  District. 
Such  a  Delegate  would  have  no  vote  on  the 
floor;  he  could  only  tell  this  House  what  the 
Committee  oo  the  afiairs  of  that  District  every 
year  now  tell  it.  No  petition  from  that  District 
was  submitted  asking  for  this  privilege;  and  he 
thought  that  this  consideration  alone  was  suffi- 
cient to  show,  not  only  why  such  a  Delegate 
should  not  be  chosen,  out  why  Congress  should 
not  even  direct  an  inquiry  on  the  subject.  Let 
ns  not,  said  Mr.  T.,  of  our  own  mere- motion,  at- 
^  tempt  to  throw  oS  that  responsibility  which  has 
been  imposed  upon  us  by  the  Constitution.  For 
himself,  he  could  say  that,  as  a  member  of  this 
'  Hoose,  he  viewed  himself  as  much  the  Represen- 
tative of  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  of  toe  dis- 
'  triet  which  had  done  him  the  honor  to  make  him 
its  Representative  in  this  House,  and  he  could, 
with  truth,  say,  that  he  felt  as  much  interest  in 
its  prosperity  as  in  that  of  his  own  district ;  and 
he  had  no  reason  to  doubt  that  other  honorable 
gentlemen  felt  as  he  did.  The  most  respectful 
attention  had  always  been  paid  to  representations 
coming  from  the  inhabitants  of  this  District.  He 
believed  that  no  just  complaint  had  hitherto  been 
neglected.  He  knew  that  they  had  occupied  a 
large  share  o(  the  time  and  attention  of  this  House ; 
even  on  the  administration  of  justice,  which  was 
acknowledged  to  be  the  most  defective  part  of  the 
aflaira  of  this  District,  much  time  had  been  spent, 
and  great  improvements  had  been  made  within  a 
few  years  past.  If  the  inhabitant  shall  think  fit 
,  to  send  forward  to  this  House  a  memorial  on  the 
subject,  it  will  receive  the  most  respectful  atten- 
tion. Until  they  did,  he  did  not  conceive  it  neces- 
sary to  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  CuLPBPBB,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he 
presumed  that  the  resolution,  and  what  had  been 
said  upon  it,  would  be  sufficient  to  elicit  the  opin- 
ions of  the  people  of  the  District  upon  it,  and  he, 
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therefore,  moved,  for  the  present,  to  lay  the  resolve 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nealb,  of  Maryland,  suggested  that  a  me- 
morial had  recently  been  presented  in  this  House, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,  embracing  a  prayer  for  this,  among 
other  objects. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ton,4he  House  having  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  du- 
ties on  imports,  the  immediate  question,  depend- 
ing from  yesterday,  being  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Tract,  to  strike  out  /yUm  per  centum,  (the  ad- 
dition proposed  upon  the  rate  of  duties  now  ex- 
isting on  the  importation  of  distilled  spirits,)  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  Jl/lp  per  centum — 

Mr.  ToMLiNaoN,  of  Connecticut,  rose,  and  said, 
that,  having,  on  a  preceding  day,  submitted  to  the 
Committee  a  few  remarks  on  a  motion,  involving, 
as  he  thought,  the  principle  now  asserted  by  the 
mover  and  supporters  of  the  motion  under  con- 
sideration, and  those  remarks  having  been  partic- 
ularly replied  to  by  gentlemen  who  had  followed 
him,  a  sense  of  duty  impelled  him  again  to  ask 
the  attention  of  the  Committee,  and  fully  and 
freely  to  express  his  views  regarding  the  proposi- 
tion immediately  before  them.  Notwithstanding 
the  views  entertained  by  some  gentlemen,  he  re- 

Srded  it  as  a  proposition  which  would  vitally  af- 
:t  the  commerce  and  agriculture  of  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  Union,  and  he  regretted  that, 
in  the  discussion  of  the  amendment,  the  magni- 
tude of  the  interests  involved  in  it  had  not  been 
properly  appreciated.  Yes,  sir,  said  be,  the  inter- 
est of  agriculture,  the  friend  of  which  he  professed 
to  be,  is  intimatelv  connected  with  this  proposi- 
tion, as  he  would  hereafter  show. 

Mr.  T.  said,  he  was  disposed  to  bring  into  the 
discussion,  on  the  bill  now  before  the  Committee, 
a  spirit  of  conciliation,  and  even  of  reasonable 
concession,  but  he  could  not  so  far  indulge  that 
spirit  as  to  consent  to  an  infringement  of  the 
interests  of  his  constituents,  who  were  engaged  as 
well  in  agricultural  as  commercial  pursuits.  He 
had,  indeed,  been  asked  to  sacrifice  what  he  deem- 
ed the  interests  of  the  State  which  he  had  the 
honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  to  a  spirit  of  concord 
and  good  feeling,  and  to  yield  to  tne  imposition  of 
the  additional  duty  proposed  ;  buL  when  he  con- 
sidered that  a  measure  proposed  for  the  adoption 
of  Congress  would  be  detrimental  to  his  constitu- 
ents, he  should,  on  all  occasions,  make  it  known, 
and  stand,  at  least,  as  their  watchful  and  faithful 
advocate.  He  hoped  to  be  able  to  convince  the 
Committee  that  the  amendment  now  before  them 
would  be  esseUtially  injurious,  not  merely  to  his 
constituents,  but  to  all  the  Eastern,  and  some  of 
the  Middle  and  Southern  States,  and  thus  to  secure 
its  rejection. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Tbaoy) 
had  said  that  the  objection  to  his  amendment 
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comes  with  an  ill  grace  from  Che  Eastern  States, 
and  especially  from  Connecticut.    Sir,  said  Mr. 
T.,  I  profess  to  have  some  icnowledge  of  the  inter- 
ests 6i  the  Eastern  States,  and  I  am  not  aware 
that  those  interests  have  been  particularly  con^ 
suited  in  the  formation  of  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation.   The  duty  on  hemp,  surely,  is  not  intendcMl 
to  protect  the  agriculture  of  that  section  of  our 
country.    Hemp  is  not  raised  there  $  the  lands  of 
New  England  are  not  suited  to  the  culture  of  il. 
Are  the  interests  of  commerce  to  be  promoted  by 
the  additional  duty  on  hemp?    Will  not  com- 
merce feel  the  injurious  effects  of  that  tax  in  a 
two-fold  respect?    The  expense  of  rigging  ships 
is  augmented  by  the  very  measure  which  will  de- 
prive them  of  employment.    Little  hemp  is  raised 
ID  the  United  States,  except  in  Kentucky  and  the 
Western  Slates.    This  fact  shows  whose  interest 
will  be  subserved  bv  the  proposed  protecting  duty 
on  hemp.    Is  the  duty  imposed  on  lead  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Eastern  States  ?    It  will  not  be  pre- 
tended that  there  is  a  lead  mine  east  of  the  Alle- 
ghany mountains.    This  tax,  then,  must  regard  ex- 
clusively the  interest  of  the  Western  States.    Mr. 
T.  said  he  might  advert  lo  the  duty  on  glass  and 
iron,  further  to  sustain  his  position.  The  additional 
duty  of  thirty-five  per  cent,  upon  wool  woold  be 
more  general  in  its  operation,  but  it  certainly  could 
not  be  concealed  that  wool  could  be  most  cheaply 
raised  in  the  Western  States,  where  the  price  of 
land  was  far  below  its  value  in  New  England. 
Indeed,  he  had  been  told,  by  a  member  of  this 
House,  that,  from  the  single  town  of  Steuboi- 
ville,  in  Ohio,  during  the  last  year,  sixty  thousand 
pounds  of  wool  had  been  transported  over  the  Al- 
leghany.   Where,  then,  will  the  additional  duty 
on  wool  be  most  benenciaily  felt  ?    He  was  not 
adverse  to  such  encouragement  of  the  interests  of 
the  West,  but  he  insisted  that,  while  those  inter- 
ests are  thus  protected  an  important  source  of 
wealth  to  the  Kast  should  not  be  destroyed.    He 
deemed  it  proper  thus  to  repel  the  assertions,  re- 
peated more  than  once,  that  the  bill  before  the 
Committee  contains  provisions  peculiarly  bene- 
ficial to  Connecticut  and  New  England,  and  he 
did  it  in  no  invidious  spirit  towards  the  West. 
He  certainlv  rejoiced  in  the  prosperity  of  that 
country,  and  was  ready  to  promote  it  by  all  legiti- 
mate and  proper  measures.    His  constituents,  Mr. 
T.  said,  asked  for  national  measures,  and  required 
nothing  inconsistent  with  the  interest  of  the  Union, 
and,  as  their  representative,  he  was  disposed  to  in- 
sist upon  the  just  and  equal  distribution,  as  well 
of  the  public  patronage  as  the  public  burdens. 

The  objection,  Mr.  T.  said,  which,  in  bis 
judgment)  was  conclusive  against  the  additional 
duty  proposed,  was,  that  it  would  greatly  dimin- 
ish, if  not  annihilate,  the  West  India  trade. 

It  certainly  would  prevent  the  legal  importation 
of  foreign  distilled  spirits  from  the  West  India 
islands.  Indeed,  he  apprehended  chat  the  addi- 
tion recommended  by  the  committee  would  fall 
little  short  of  immediately  producing  the  same 
result,  but  that  such  would  be  its  ultimate  effect 
he  felt  persuaded. 

He  would,  he  said,  examine  the  nature  and  ex- 


tent of  this  trade ;  and  in  doing  so  he  propoied  to 
enter  into  details  which  perhaps  might  be  ufim- 
teresting,  but  he  thought  coold  not  fail  to  be  q» 
ful  in  the  investigation  of  a  measure  like  that  bov 
before  the  Committee.  The  bill  under  coasidert- 
tion  purports  to  be,  and  bears  the  title  of,  a  bill  ic 
amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imptro. 
Certainly,  in  adjusting  the  numerous  provisioits  if 
such  a  biU,  the  commerce  of  the  nation  ought  u 
be  brought  distinctly  into  view,  with  all  iu  noi- 
fications  and  effects  upon  the  other  interests  of  tk 
country.  The  trade  with  the  West  Indies  Ua 
always  been  deemed  of  iuimenae  importaote  le 
the  United  States.  It  was  a  profitable  trade,  af- 
fording a  large  balance  in  our  favor.  Theexpofts 
to  the  West  India  islands  consist  mainly  cf  i^ 
productions  of  this  country,  for  which  we  caa  ^ 
no  other  market.  It  may  be  useful  to  sate  a  itt 
facts  in  relation  to  this  trade,  which  is  by  so« 
gentlemen  so  lightly  considered.  The  most  la- 
portant  articles  of  export  to  those  islands,  of  do- 
mestic produce  and  manuiacture,  ar«  lumber,  Li 
the  various  kinds  of  animal  food,  corn,  corooMS. 
and  flour.  The  flour  exported  to  those  isbodsa 
1822  was  valued  at  the  enstom-hoose  at  two  mt 
lions  seven  hundred  and  fifty -eight  thousand  fjc 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars ;  more  tto 
one-half  of  all  the  flour  exported  from  the  eoaoLi 
The  total  amount  of  domestic  exports  to  ihx 
islands  in  1822  exceeded  $10,070,000,  and  the  ex- 
ports of  foreign  growth  and  manufacture  ei- 
ceeded  $2,390,000,  making  an  aggregate  of  ex- 
ports exceeding  $12,470,000.  The  bullion  impott- 
ed  from  the  same  islands  in  1822  amoaoted  '^ 
$297,191,  and  the  gold  and  silver  coin  to  81>1^- 
932,  it  being  almost  one-half  of  all  the  specie  i& 
ported  during  that  year.  Ought  such  a  trade  s 
be  disregarded  ?  Ought  it  not  to  be  encourages 
especially  when  it  is  remembered  that  it  is  an^ 
on  in  the  pork,  the  beef,  the  lombtf,  and  hntt 
stuffs  of  the  country,  for  which  no  demand  exiiS 
in  Europe  1  This  trade,  too,  furnishes  qs  wiu 
large  quantities  of  colonial  produce,  which  m^ 
be  carried  to  a  European  market,  and  thus  cltr 
mately  enriching  the  country  by  a  double  pnft 
and  freight  But  this  trade,  Mr.  T.  said,  bad  a 
fact  Umguished  under  the  operation  of  the  i^ 
imposed  in  1816;  and,  so  far  from  being  able  v 
sustain  further  pressure,  seemed  to  require  the  ^ 
tering  care  of  the  National  GroveromenL 

The  importance  of  preserving-  the  priBcipa< 
market  which  remained  to  the  country  for  tk 
productions  that  he  had  named  woold  be  appar«Bi 
by  adverting  to  the  great  diflferenee  ia  theqau^ 
tity  of  those  articles  exported  in  the  year  1S04  w 
in  the  year  1822.  He  had  taken  the  year  1S& 
because  the  report  of  the  exports  in  the  year  \^ 
was  not  conveniently  accessible,  it  not  hariog  rd 
been  printed,  ^he  value  of  lumber  exporiai% 
1804  was  $2,548,000.  The  value  of  the  satf 
article  exported  in  1822  sunk  to  $1,907,670.  Tu 
animal  food  and  animals  exported  in  1801  w^ 
valued  at  $4,284,568.  The  exports  of  the  st^ 
articles  in  1622  were  diminished  to  the  coo* 
paratively  sauill  amount  of  $1,463,928.  He  M 
taken  these  articles  as  fairly  exhibitiag  the  d^sfttr 
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sion  which  this  branch  of  our  commerce  has  ex- 
perieDced  within  the  period  of  eighteta  years. 

But  the  diminution  of  exports  to  which  he  had 
called  the  attention  of  the  Committee  fell  not  atone 
iipon  the  commerce  of  the  Eastern  States ;  it  was. 
perhaps,  equally  destractive  to  the  agricttltnral 
prosperity  of  that  section  of  the  Union.  Indeed. 
the  lumber  of  the  States  of  North  Carolina  and 
Georgia  muat  find  the  same  market,  or  be  lost  to 
its  owners.  And  the  State  of  New  York,  from 
which  the  gentleman  comes  who  made  tbe  motian 
now  under  consideration,  mast  look  lo  the  West 
India  market  to  dispose  of  the  lumber  which  shall 
float  down  their  northern  and  western  canals. 
Deprive  them  of  this  market,  and; their  timber 
must  be  burned  on  the  spot  where  it  grew,  or  their 
forests  remain  uncleared. 

It  has  been  insisted,  Mr.  T.  said,  that  the  argu- 
ment which  be  had  urged  a^inst  the  proposed 
increase  of  duty  on  distiOed  spirits  applied  equally 
to  every  part  of  the  present  bill,  and  would  prove 
that  no  augmentation  of  the  present  duties  on  im- 
ports ooght  to  take  place.  This  argument,  he 
said,  he  must  be  permitted  to  pronounce  unsound, 
notwithstanding, the  high  source  from  which  it 
proceeded.  The  trade  to  the  West  Indies  is  of  a 
peculiar  description.  It  consists  of  bulky  articles, 
and  employs  a  greater  quantity  of  tonnage,  and  a 
larger  number  of  men,  in  propiortion  to  the  capital 
employed,  than  any  other  portion  of  the  trade  in 
which  the  merchants  of  the  United  States  are  en- 
^ged.  Our  true  policy  is  to  give  protection  to 
the  domestic  manufacture  of  those  foreign  fabrics, 
the  importation  of  which  affords  employment  to 
the  smallest  portion  of  our  navigation,  and  which 
cannot  be  paid  for  in  the  domestic  produce  of  the 
country.  If  it  be  necessary  to  abandon  any  part 
of  voor  commerce  for  the  proteciion  of  domestic 
indastry,  first  abandon  that  which  drains  the 
country  of  specie,  but,  last  of  all,  that  which  re- 
turns soecie  for  the  surplus  of  your  bulky  domes- 
ticjproduce. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  who 
reported  this  bill  has  urged  that  the  objection 
mised  against  the  proposed  increase  of  duty  ap- 
plies with  equal  force  to  the  increased  duty  on 
gniss  bonnets.  Perhaps  no  instance  will  better 
elucidate  the  propriety  of  the  policy  for  which  he 
contended  than  the  one  mentioned  by  that  gentle- 
nuin.  The  bonnets  referred  to,  on  the  importa- 
tion of  which  an  additional  doty  is  imposed,  are 
brought  chiefly  from  Italy,  and  fabricated  of  a 
iight  material.  The  domestic  produce  exported 
to  Italy  and  Malta  amounts  to  only  $560,714,  and 
that  consists  of  articles  which  cannot  be  obtained 
as  well  elsewhere,  and  for  which  specie  will  be 
pftid  if  we  consent  to  diminish  the  amount  of  our 
unperts  from  that  country,  now  exqjeeding  $l,d60, 
'^,  by  the  domestic  manufacture  of  an  airticle  of 
dress,  the  cost  which,  in  the  year  1822,  in  that 
country,  was  $610,228. 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  is  it  not  apparent  that 
|he  trade  which  I  advocate  and  wish  to  sustain, 
hears  no  analogy  to  that  mentioned  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania?  While  the  former  is 
beneficial  to  both  the  agricultural  and  commer- 


cial interests  of  tbe  country,  those  important 
interests  are  not  materially  advanced  by  the 
latter. 

But  it  has  been  said,  by  the  honorable  Speaker, 
that,  if  the  merchant  refuses  to  receive,  for  his 
cargo,  distilled  spirits,  he  will  be  paid  in  some- 
thing better.  Tnis  is  an  entire  mistake.  Will 
the  sagacious  American  merchant,  of  choice,  take 
an  article  in  payment  on  which  he  must  sustain 
a  certain  loss  ?  But  the  merchants  tell  you  that 
the  amount  of  duty,  cost,  and  regular  charges,  on 
spirits  imported,  considerably  exceeds  the  price  of 
this  article  in  our  market.  The  fact  is  not  as  the 
honorable  Speaker  supposes.  The  article  in  ques- 
tion is  not  taken,  except  when  nothing  better  can 
be  obtained.  If  the  avails  of  the  outward  cargo 
could  be  received  in  any  other  article,  the  Ameri- 
can merchants  certainly  are  not  so  shoft-sighted 
as  to  prefer  taking  that  which  subjects  them  to  a 
certain  loss.  But,  sir,  so  far  from  giving  some- 
thing better  than  distilled  spirits  for  our  domestic 
produce,  the  inhabitants  of  those  islands  will  seek 
the  supplies  elsewhere  which  they  have  been  ac- 
customed to  receive  from  the  United  States. 
Black  cattle  abound  in  South  America,  and  from 
that  country  may  be  drawn  supplies  for  the  West 
Indies^  The  timber  of  Canada  will  find  its  way 
to  that  market,  from  which  the  proposed  measure 
goes  to  exclude  us,  and  the  distiUed  spirits^  which 
will  be  received  in  return,  may  be  transported  to 
Canada,. where  its  introduction  into  the  United 
States,  without  the  payment  of  duty,  is  easy,  and 
attended  with  little  hazard.  The  transactions  of 
the  late  war  are  not  forgotten.  It  is  well  under- 
stood that,  towards  the  close  of  that  war,  foreign 
distilled  spirits  were  abundant  on  that  frontier. 
This  may  again  occur,  if,  by  augmenting  the 
duty,  you  present  an  indoeement  sufficiently 
strong  to  prostrate  the  integrity  of  those  engaged 
in  this  trade.  It  cannot  be  concealed  that  excess 
sive  duties  lead  to  smuggling,  and  this  will  not 
only  diminish  the  revenue,  but  impair,  seriously 
impair,  the  morality  of  the  country.  Information 
received  from  an  honorable  member  of  this  Com- 
mittee, supports  the  opinion  that  the  payment  of 
the  present  duty  is  evaded  by  the  introduction  of 
foreign  distilled  spirits,  through  the  channel  which 
has  teen  mentioned*  If  brandy  is  constantly  smug- 

fled  into  England,  and  in  large  quantities,  from 
Vance,  is  it  not  extremely  probable  that  the  same 
course  will  be  adopted,  in  a  country  afibrding  al- 
together greater  facilities  for  the  violaticm  of  the 
revenue  laws? 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Stew- 
art) has  defended,  said  Mr.  T.,  this  additional 
duty,  not  so  much  on  the  ground  that  it  is  intend- 
ed as  an  encouragement  to  the  manufacture  of 
domestic  spirits,  as  for  the  promotion  of  agricul- 
ture. The  grain-ffrowing  portion  uf  our  country, 
the  gentleman  t<Hd  us,  needed  this  protection. 
Sir,  what  is  the  protection  your  laws  now  afford 
to  the  manufacturer  of  whiskev?  The  average 
amount  of  duty  on  foreign  distilled  spirits  may  be 
stated  at  fortv-two  cents  per  gallon*  '  The  average 
cost,  in  the  West  Indies,  will  probably  not  exceed 
twenty  cents  per  gallon.    You  have^  then,  a  duty 
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on  foreign  tpirits  of  more  thtn  two  huDdred  per 
cent.  Ooght  not  the  gentleman  to  be  satisned 
with  this  protection  of  his  whiskey?  Will  he, 
indeed,  insist  on  adding  fifty  per  cent,  to  the  pies- 
ent  duty  on  imported  spirits^  while  on  whiskey  no 
duty  is  imposed?  Bat  this  additional  doty  is  not 
necessary  to  proteet  the  grain  of  the  West.  The 
existing  laws  have  gradually  diminished  the  im- 
portations of  forei^  spirits.  Notwithstanding 
the  popolation  of  this  country  has  nearly  douUed 
within  the  last  twenty  years,  the  quantity  of  Kpir- 
its  imported  has  dimmished  more  than  2,300,000 
^lons.  The  diminution  of  the  importations  be* 
ing  in  an  inverse  proportion  to  the  augmentation 
of  our  population,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  manu- 
facturer of  whiskey,  and  he  who  raises  the  grain 
to  be  converted  into  this  deleterious  liquor,  have 
experienced  a  constantly  increasing  encourage- 
ment. The  consumers  have  increased,  in  the 
period  of  twenty  years,  about  four-fifths,  and  the 
foreign  supply  has  diminished  about  one-third. 

The  average  quantity  of  spirits  imported  and 
consumed  in  the  country,  from  1801  to  1810,  in- 
clusive, was  0,834,878  gallons.  An  accurate  au- 
thor has  estimated  the  quantity  of  spirits  distilled 
from  grain  and  fruit,  in  1801,  at  ten  millions  of 
gallons.  Bv  the  returns  of  the  marshals,  in  1810, 
U  appears  that  the  amount  distilled,  from  foreign 
and  aomestic  materials,  in  that  year,  was  25,499,- 
382  gallons ;  making  tne  quantity  of  spirits  con- 
sumed in  that  year,  31,725,417  gallons.  If  it  be 
admitted,  then,  that  the  increase  of  the  quantity 
of  spirits  consumed  in  the  country  has  been  in 
-proportion  to  the  augmentation  of  our  population, 
and  that  our  population  has  increased,  since  1810, 
only  one^hird,  it  follows  that  42,300,556  gallons 
of  distilled  spirits  are  annually  consumed  in  the 
United  States.  Deducting  from  this  enormous 
quantity,  4,567,744  gallons  imported,  and  there 
will  remain,  distilled  in  the  United  States,  37,- 
732,812  gallons.  Is  not  this  adequate  encourage- 
ment? Will  not  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania stop  short  of  a  total  exclusion  of  foreign 
spirits?  The  experience  of  the  past  justifies  the 
conclusion  that  the  existing  duty  is  rapidly  pro- 
ducing this  result. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures told  this  Committee  that  one  object  of  the 
bill  under  consideration  was  to  provide  a  revenue. 
This,  sir,  is  a  proper  object ;  the  bill  ooffht  to  be 
so  framed,  as,  by  a  judicious  addition  of  duties  on 
some  articles,  to  provide  for  any  diminution  which 
may  result  from  the  encouragement  properly  af- 
forded, to  the  manufacturer  of  other  articles.  In 
the  year  1822,  the  duty  paid  on  foreign  distilled 
spirits  imported  into  the  United  States  eiceeded 
two  millions  and  Ibrty  thousand  dollars.  If  you 
impose  a  duty,  which  shall  amount  to  a  prohibi- 
tion, how,  Mr.  T.  asked,  is  this  deficiency  to  be 
supplied  ?  The  Gk>vernment  must  be  supported. 
The  national  debt  must  be  paid ;  the  pledg^  faith 
of  the  country  redeemed.  Although  we  have  a 
large  balance  in  the  Treasury,  yet  we  are  told 
that,  in  order  to  meet  the  payment  of  that  portion 
of  the  public  debt  which  will  become  payaUe  in 
1825,  it  will  be  necessary  to  borrow  about  one 


million  of  dollars.    Will  yoo  reoder  it  acefMiy 
to  borrow  two  millions  more  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  adopt  the  aawftdmcnt  now  be- 
fore the  Committee;  exclude  Ibrei^dbtiUedi^- 
its,  and  we  present  an  anomaly  m  oar  icTaie 
system.  We  exclude  foreign,  and  impose  ootof 
on  domestic,  spirits.  An  article  of  loxorf,  esft- 
sidered  in  all  countries  as  a  fit  sabjeet  and  airal- 
ful  source  of  revenue,  is  exempted  from  tantioB, 
while  we  raise  about  ^700,000  from  salt,  a  dcco- 
sary  of  life.  Can  the  gentleman  from  New  Ysd 
be  serious  in  advocating  a  measure  fraogbt  viit 
such  unjust  and  ruinous  results? 

if  it  is  determined  that  the  duty  ob  fbrep 
spinu  shall  amount  to  a  prohibition,  I  ask  gcB& 
men  to  give  to  the  country  a  diuy  on  tftie  doadot 
article.  Let  not  the  revenue  which  may  belffb> 
imately  drawn  from  this  source  be  lost  If  lis 
destroyer  of  the  physical  eaeigHs,  and  the  monj- 
ty  and  happiness  ot  its  votaries,  most  be  pennittt 
to  continue  its  ravages  upon  society,  do  noi  tlif 
principles  of  sound  policy  dictate  that  it  be  tsiit 
to  contribute  largely  to  the  national  revenoe  ?  " 
said  Mr.  T.,  gentlemen  will  propose  a  ux  of  9 
cents  per  gallon  on  whiskey — call  it  an  excise  ( 
you  please,  he  cared  not  for  the  name— it  s&ctfi 
have  his  cordial  approbation  and  support;  asdi 
effect  an  obiect  or  such  moral  and  national  io»; 
est.  he  would  ^ive  his  assent  to  the  impoados  tf' 
a  duty  on  foreign  spirits,  which  should  aflbrd  i^ 
equate  protection  to  the  domestic  roaoafaeuR. 
The  imposition  of  such  a  tax,  if  the  distilled  sps- 
its  consumed  in  the  country  be  estimated  at  lorn 
millions  of  gallons,  would  produce  an  aDDOsln*- 
enue  of  about  eight  millions  of  dollars.  WiA 
such  a  revenue  we  might  aflbrd  complete  pron* 
tion  to  all  the  valuable  manufacturing  cstibh^ 
ments  in  the  country,  and  secure  an  ample sapft 
of  all  those  manufactured  articles  which  tsset 
tially  contribute  to  our  security  and  indepeodfM^ 

Mr.  T.  said  he  had  deemed  it  his  dvtr  to  m 
plain  to  the  Committee  the  views  which  ^  •! 
tertained  regarding  the  proportion  before  it,  td 
he  could  say  that  it  was  his  wish  to  coosalt,  M| 
merely  the  interest  of  manufactures,  but  oi  ^ 
culture  and  commerce.  Those  interests  vtV 
closely  and  intimately  interwoven.  Theyaretl^ 
joint  sources  of  the  national  wealth,  aad  gi^ 
care  is  requisite  that  they  do  not  come  in  collBtfi 

He  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  thst  tJkm 
tails  of  the  bill  would  be  so  arraagrd  ss  to  A 
Justice  and  afibrd  satisfaetioo  to  all  classes  of  ^ 
community,  and  to  every  section  of  the  Uotfa. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Taici^ 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  la# 
majority.  . 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motioot 
Mr.  Foot,  of  .Connecticut,  to  strike  out  tbewMj 
of  the  clause  proposingan  increase  of  doty  onfl 
importation  of  distilled  spirits;  and,  beiogf  tik^ 
was  decided  in  the  negative — 102  votes  to  67. 

Mr.  Qarnbtt,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  ctf 
of  the  bill  the  clause  in  the  following  words,  ri: 
'*  On  oranges,  fifty  cents  per  huodred ;  on  kn^ 
twenty-five  cents  per  huiidred ;  on  limeS)  teac«^ 
per  hundred.'^    In  support  of  this  motion— 
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Mr.  Gaumstt  ^id,  chat,  while  this  hill  was 
alarniingljr  comprehensiTe  in  some  res|)ecl8,  it 
was  singJilarly,  not  Co  say  ludicrously,  minute  in 
others.  Of  the  latter  description  were  the  duties 
proposed  to  be  striclcen  out ;  and  there  was  even  a 
duty  proposed  oii  filberts  and  figs!  He  presumed 
the  duty  on  limes  and  lemons  was  introduced  on 
the  same  principle  with  that  on  foreign  spirits, 
and  prapc«ed  to  operate  hy  the  same  means— 4)y 
disoourasing  the  manufacture  of  pwnck,  and  pro- 
moting that  of  whiskey.  The  duty  on  oranges, 
he  supposed,  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  agriculture 
of  Florida.  He  wished  Florida  had  a  voice  ixk 
this  House.  He  would  undertake  to  say,  that,  if 
she  had,  though  an  infant  in  the  Union,  she  would 
not  be  tempted  by  this  bait  of  an  orange  to  gulp 
dow^B  the  nauseous  compound  of  ingredients  omred 
by  this  bill.  It  would  scarcely  take  out  the  had 
taste.  There  was  another  duty  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  Florida ;  the  doty  on  figs.  He  would 
venture  to  say,  she  would  not  give  a  fi^  for  the 
dut3f.  Oranges  and  lemons  were  refreshing  and 
useful  in  sickness.  A  tax  on  them  was  a  tax  on 
the  sick.  If  we  did  lay  taxes  in  reference  to  the 
sick,  let  it  be  for  their  Denefit--let  us  tax  some  of 
those  deadly  weapons  and  direful  drugs  which, 
for  the  last  thirty  years,  have  been  so  fatal  to  the 
sick  in  this  country,  lie  would  support ihe  chair- 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  in  a  tax 
on  lancets,  and  he  would  vote  for  a  tax  on  calo- 
mel, though  it  produced  a  general  constipation, 
from  the  Passamaquoddy  to  the  Pedee.  He 
thought  this  bill  was  sour  enough,  in  all  con- 
science, without  squeezing  these  lemons  into  it. 

Mr.  Too,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  that  the  duties 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out  were  not  higher  than 
the  present  ad  valorem  duties  on  the  same  articles. 
The  object  of  the  committee  was  not  that  which 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  supposed^  to  encour- 
age the  home  mannHacture  of  these  articles,  but  to 
make  the  collection  of  the  revenue  certain,  easy, 
and  free  from  evasions.  It  was  wholly  unessential 
for  the  objects  of  this  bill  whether  the  amendment 
now  pronosed  was  agreed  to  or  not,  but  he  thought 
the  gentleman  had  not  ffiven  any  sufficient  reason 
for  the  amendment.  The  importation  of  figs,  Mr. 
T.  said,  was  very  great,  indeed ;  the  article  was 
already  charged  with  a  specific  duty,  and,  if  it 
were  not,  it  certainly  ought  to  be.  Articles  of  this 
description  are  imported  almost  wholly  for  the  use 
of  the  rich  and  luxurious,  and  were  certainly  fair 
obiects  of  taxation. 

Mr.  Gasnbtt  said,  bis  reason  for  making  this 
motion  was  to  take  away  from  the  supporters  of 
the  bill  any  claim  which  might  be  founded  on  this 
item,  in  favor  of  the  duties  on  other  articles.  He 
was  perfectly  satisfied,  from  his  observation,  that 
the  very  delusive  idea  that  agriculture  has  been 
benefited  bv  protecting  duties,  has  been  a  strong 
motive  with  many  for  pushing  that  system  of  pro- 
tection to  the  extent  now  proposed  in  favor  of 
manufactures ;  and,  indeed,  if  he  was  not  mistaken, 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  stated  it, 
the  other  day,  as  one  of  the  obfects  of  this  bill,  to 
equalise  the  protection  afforded  by  law  to  the  two 
interests.    For  his  part,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  would,  if 


he  could,  repeal  all  the  duties  on  agricultural  pro- 
ducts; and,  in  relation  to  such  a  proposition,  he 
believed,  the  greater  part  of  the  af  riculturiscs  in 
this  House  would  go  along  with  him.  For,  he 
said,  in  regard  to  the  great  staples  of  the  countiy,  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  this  House,  by  any  act  of 
legislation,  to  increase  the  price  of  them,  inasmuch 
as, the  price  must  be  regulated  by  the  portion  of 
them  which  goes  abroad,  and  not  by  any  other 
circumstance.    We  have  attracted  a.g[reat  deal  of 

{mblie  notice,  said  Mr.  G.,  by  attempting  to  legis- 
ate  on  many  curious  subjects,  such  as  the  flying 
machine,  d^c,  but  the  spectacle  of  a  legislature 
gravelr  legislating  to  raise  the  price  of  com.  or 
any  otoer  great  product  of  the  soil,  is  calculated  to 
excite,  in  the  minds  of  intelligent  men,  more  as- 
tonishment than  any  of  the  projects  to  which  I  re- 
fer. Such  an  undertaking  is  as  wise  as  that  of  the 
philosopher  who  undertook  to  extract  sunbeams 
from  cucumbers,  or  as  any  other  absurdity  that  can 
be  conceived  of. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina«^was  very 
glad  to  hear  from  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, that  he  had  an  affectionate  regard  for  the  reve- 
nue of  the  country,  which,  however,  he  might 
have  manifested  more  effectually  than  by  attaching 
it  to  such  insignificant  articles  as  pine  apples,  or- 
anges, and  filberts !  But  this  item  was  consistent 
with  the  whole  scope  and  object  of  the  bill.  If  the 
bill  ever  becomes  a  law,  said  Mr.  H.,  and  goes  into 
operation — if  we  ever  submit  to  its  operation— it 
will  be  of  very  little  consequence  whether  oranges, 
figs,  or  filberts,  be  interdicted  or  not:  for  I  believe 
there  will^  under  the  operation  of  this  system,  be 
very  few  individuals  left  who  can  a£brd  to  pur- 
chase them.  As  it  is,  fifty  cents  per  hundred  on 
oranges  would  operate  as  a  duty  of  a  hundred  per 
cent,  on  the  article,  but  even  at  this  rate  would  be 
of  no  importance  to  the  Treasury,  dbc  For  what 
purpose  are  we  legislating  1  said  Mr.  H.  Is  this 
Item  thrown  out  as  a  bait  to  catch  a  part  of  the 
Southern  country  ?  In  a  portion  of  the  district 
which  I  represent,  a  great  quantitv  of  oranges  are 
grown ;  but  I  repudiate  the  idea  tor  my  constitu- 
ents, of  such  an  inducement  having  any  influence 
on  their  minds.  I  specially  protest  against  the 
duty,  if  intended  for  our  use.  Mr.  H.  made  some 
observations  on  the  merits  of  these  particular  arti- 
cles composing  this  item,  and  concluded  by  sayine 
that  he  was  glad  that  such  items  had  been  stuffed 
into  the  bill,  to  make  it  still  more  odious  and  more 
oppressive  than  it  would  be  without  them. 

Mr.  Ton  remarked,  that,  as  he  supposed  the  gen- 
tleman would  vote  against  the  amendment  because 
he  was  glad  that  the  proposed  duty  was  odious,  no 
further  argument  was  necessary  from  him  (Mr. 
Ton)  to  convince  that  gentleman  that  the  amend- 
ment was  inexpedient. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Gasnitt's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  CoNNKB,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved  to 
strike  out,  in  the  ninth  line,  the  word  thirty,  and 
Insert  twenty-five,  which  would  make  the  clause 
read.  '^  On  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which 
wool  shall  be  a  component  part,  a  duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem." 


1515 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1516 


H.  OF  R. 


The  TaHf  BUL 


FnB0AiT,lffi4. 


Mr.  Conner  obserf ed,  on  making  this  motion, 
that,  from  the  committee  baring  proposed  thirty 
per  centum  on  woollen  goods,  it  was  evidently  their 
intention  to  prohibit  coarse  fabrics  of  woollen  al- 
together. He  could  not  approve  of  such  a  policy, 
which  would  operate  oppressively  on  the  Southern 
country  ffenerallv.  These  goods  were  necessary  to 
a  large  class  of  the  people,  and  a  very  considerable 
revenue  was  derived  from  their  importation,  which, 
if  the  duty  passed  as  now  proposed,  most  be  almost 
entirely  h>st  to  the  Government. 

The  question  being  pert  on  Mr.  Coknbr's  amend* 
ment,  it  was  lost — ayes  71,  noes  106. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Louisiana,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  clause  which  proposes 
to  lay  a  duty  of  six  cents  per  square  yard  on  all 
cotton  bagging  imported. 

Mr.  Brent  stated  to  the  Committee  his  reasons 
for  proposing  this  amendment.  This  duty,  he 
said,  would  bear  with  particular  hardship  on  the 
part  of  the  country  which  he  represented,  and  the 
more  so,  because  it  was  allowed  that  it  would  have 
the  effect  of  a  nrohibitory  duty.  He  wished,  when 
proposing  sucn  r  duty  as  this,  the  honorable  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  would 
have  shown  that  the  article  of  cotton  bagging  was 
manufactured  in  the  United  States  to  a  sufficient 
amount  for  the  consumption  of  the  country.  This 
could  not  be  shown;  and,  connected  with  that 
fact,  this  one  feature  showed  the  extent  to  which 
gentleman  were  disposed  to  posh  their  system. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  mis- 
taken in  his  assumed  fact,  that,  during  the  late 
war,  the  cotton  planters  were  supplied  with  bag- 
ging from  Kentucky — for  that  State  was  not  at 
that  time  making  one-sixth  part  of  the  quantity 
necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  country.  When 
we  had  no  commerce,  whatever,  and  Kentucky 
was  almost  without,  competition  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  article,  the  greatest  quantity  of  bag- 
fing  which  she  made  in  any  one  year,  was  six 
undred  and  thirty  thousand  yards,  whilst  the 
consumption  of  the  United  States  amounts  to  up- 
wards of  four  millions  of  yards,  annually^,  d^. 
At  this  very  moment^  Mr.  B.  said,  there  is  not 
made  in  the  State  or  Kentucky,  sixty  thousand 
yards  annually  of.  cotton  baeging.  This  fact  ap- 
peared by  the  census  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in 
the  year  1822,  and  the  report,  in  regard  to  that 
manufacture,  was,  that  it  was  in  a  languishing 
condition — ^not,  Mr.  B.  said,  from  the  want  of 
protection  to  the  manufacture,  but  from  the  infe- 
riority of  the  article  manufactured.  I,  said  he, 
represent  a  cotton  country ;  and  all  the  gentlemen 
rqiresenting  the  same  description  of  country  will 
unite  in  testifying  that  the  bagging  of  Kentucky 
is  of  so  inferior  a  quality  that  we  prefer  paying 
forty  cents  per  yard  for  the  foreign  article,  to  mak- 
ing use  of  the  bagging  of  Kentucky,  at  twenty- 
five  .cents  per  yard.  And  would  the  advocates  of 
this  bill  force  upon  the  cotton  growers  an  article 
of  this  inferior  quality  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  referred 
to  the  report  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  Now,  Mr. 
B.  said,  though  he  was  not  disposed  to  adopt  the 
principles  of  Alexander  Hamilton  on  any  suoject, 


he  was  willing  to  show.  froAi  his  leport,  tto 
Alexander  Hamilton  had  laid  down  the  priDeiple, 
that  a  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  aa^-tmcie 
should  never  be  attempted  oyaCkivenimeiitwiilt- 
out  first  ascertaining  tnmt  the  comitry  can  mui- 
facture  enough  for  its  eonsumption,and,seeDB^T: 
that  the  manufacture  thereof  is  in  a  soffieint 
n umber  of  ha ods  to  insure  competition.  He  ctlM 
upon  the  gentleman  from  PeDosylvania  toskv 
that  there  were  facts  in  the  present  case,  sod,  if 
that  could  be  established,  he  for  one,  woold  t«(( 
in  favor  of  the  proposed  doty,  if  the  article  M 
be  manufactared  or  a  quality  an  jr  thing  like  eqa) 
to  the  foreign  article.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  doi^ 
tachment  to  foreign  manufactures,  or  toforei«9 
interests,  as  had  been  rather  angenerooslj  §«> 
gested  in  debate  yesterday.  There  was  no  mra- 
her  on  this  floor  who  was  actuated  by  considfli- 
tions  of  that  kind.  The  opponents  of  this  bH 
upon  principle  were  as  much  attached  to  Awm- 
can  productions  as  the  gentleman  who  madetk 
remark,  and  had  shown  it  on  ail  occasions  is  df 
fence  of  the  interests  and  rights  of  the  codbI??. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  like  these  allusions,  and  it 
hoped  that,  in  the  future  discnssion  of  this  tS. 
they  would  be  avoided. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  not  now  make  any  obser^ 
vations  on  the  general  principle  of  this  bill.  & 
had  many  reasons,  which  perhaps  in  time  be 
might  present  to  the  House,  to  show  the  eTil  cci- 
sequences  of  this  bill,  and  that  it  oaght  not  to  p» 
in  any  shape  whatever. 

Mr.  Too  said  it  must  be  admitted  that  cons 
bagging  was  an  article  indispensable  to  caxat 
planters,  and  that,  if  a  supply  of  it  cannot  be  fr 
nished  by  the  manufacture  of  our  own  coDOtrr. 
the  doty  either  ought  not  to  be  agreed  to,  or  ci^ 
time,  in  which  it  is  to  operate,  ought  to  be  ex- 
tended. Bat,  Mr.  T.  said,  it  would  not  do  to  ar 
to  this  House  that  the  States  of  Kentockf  asd 
Obiooould  not  make  all  the  cotton  bagging  wast^ 
for  all  the  cotton-growing  States  in  the  Uoia: 
for,  he  said,  it  was  easier  to  make  bagging  ten 
million  pounds  of  cotton,  than  it  was  to  raise  tes 
thousand  pounds  of  cotton.  Mr.  T.  snid  he  koe* 
very  well  that  this  additional  duty  would  oU\e 
the  constituents  of  the  genileman  to  nay  more  k 
their  bagging  than  they  now  pay.  It  for  this  tkr 
had  no  e<|uivalent,  the  doty  would  be  unjust,  ud 
a  hardship  upon  them.  The  question,  hoiti:^^ 
was,  have  they  not  already  an  equivalent  ?  Mr. 
T.  contended  that  they  have.  The  oonsuatpoc-a 
of  cotton,  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  is  t: 
the  amount  of  one-third  of  the  whole  qoaatitf 
raised  in  the  coiratry.  The  greater  part  of  t^ 
consumption  of  cotton  is  by  the  people  who  do  doi 
raise  any  of  the  article.  It  was  notorioDS  thi| 
there  was  more  cotton  consumed  in  the  State  d 
Pennsylvania  than  in  all  the  States  that  wst 
cotton  in  the  Union ;  and  they  pay  a  protectis: 
doty  to  those  who  raise  the  cotton,  of  three  can 
per  pound,  which,  it  woold  be  agreed,  was  in  fi^ 
a  bounty  of  so  much  upov  the  production  of  t^« 
article ;  because  we  know,  said  he^  tfait  it  can  fee 
afibrded  to  be  raised  in  South  America,  and  » 
some  parts  of  the  West  Indies,  at  three  cents  pe* 
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pound  eheaper  than  in  the  United  States  becaase 
the  slaves  in  that  country  were  treated  with  greater 
severity  than  in  this,  harder  worked,  and  more 
scantily  elothed  and  noorly  fed.    At  any  rate, 
those  countries  can  unclerseU  our  cotton  growers. 
For  their  protection,  however,  said  Mr.  T.,  we 
have  laid  a  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound  on  the 
importation  of  foreign  cotton,  which,  I  trust,  will 
ever  continue  to  be  laid;  and  thus  the  people  of 
the  Stala  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  other  States,  for 
every  pound  of  cotter  they  consume,  pay  a  bounty 
of  three  cents  to  the  people  of  the  South.    And, 
doing  this,  they  now  asked  of  the  people  of  the 
South  to  repay  about  a  hundredth  part  of  this 
bounty  in  the  shape  of  a  duty-  on  cotton  bagging. 
This  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  considered  a 
hardskip--*Mr.  T.  could  not  consider  it  so;  it  was  a 
mere  reciprocity.    It  was  an  exertion  of  the  power 
conferred  on  Government  for  the  purpose  or  com^ 
pel  ling  different  sections  of  the  country  to  do  jus- 
tice, in  some  degree,  to  one  another,  by  recipro- 
cating advantages  in  their  intercourse,  Ac,    If 
any  part  of  the  country  required  protection  of  this 
sort,  it  was  the  State  of  Kentucky.    All  the  pro- 
duce which  that  State  can  send  to  market  was 
not  of  one-fifth  the  value  of  the  exports  of  domestic 
produce  from  Georgia,  or  from  South  Carolina. 
Yet  Kentucky  is  superior  in  numbers,  and  in  phy- 
sical and  moral  strength.    Why  should  we,  by  the 
effect  of  legislation,  give  to  one  part  of  the  country 
so  decidcMi-an  advantage  over  the  other?    In  con-: 
sequence  of  the  disadvantages  under  which  the 
West  labored  in  respect  to  its  poducts,  there  had 
been  great  distress  and  depression  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky.    Specie  was  almost  unknown  in  the 
State.    So  much  was  this  the  case,  that,  no  long 
time  ago,  application  was  proposed  to  be  made  to 
the  General  GovernBBjent  to  dispense  with  specie 
in  the  payment  of  the  postage  on  their  letters. 
They  have  jiot  the  same  advantages  as  the  citi- 
zens of  Georffift  and  South  Carolina,  and  Lou- 
isiana, and  Alabama,  and  Mississippi;  that  is, 
they  have  no  ^llow-»oitizens  whom  they  can  com- 
pel to  become  customers  to  them,  as  they  are  to 
the  cotton  growers.    From  these  and  other  con- 
siderations, Mr.  T.  was  clearly  for  giving  this 
encouragement  to  the  manufactures  of  the  West. 
Mr.  Crowninshield.  of  Massachusetts,  said  he 
thought  the  gentleman  rrom  Pennsylvania  was  to- 
tally mistaken  in  resard  to  the  matter  of  fact, 
when  he  stated  that  a  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound 
is  imposed  as  a  protecting  duty  on  cotton,  because 
cotton  could  be  raised  in  South  America,  the  West 
Indies,  dec.,  cheaper  than  here.    The  cotton  of 
Bombay  and  Bengal  might  perhaps  be  as  cheap  as 
ours,  but  it  was  well  known  to  be  inferior  in  qual- 
ity to  ours.  Mr.  C,  asserted  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  those  countries,  there  is  no  country  from 
which  cotton  can  be  imported  so  cheap  as  it  is 
raised  here,  by  three  cents  per  pound.    The  gen- 
tleman's reasonings,  founded  on  a  contrary  sup- 
position, therefore,  must  go  for  nothing ;  and  he 
was  at  libwty  to  make  what  use  he  pleased  of  the 
information  now  given. 

Mr.  Too,  referring  to  documents  before  him, 
said  that,  in  one  of  the  countries  from  which  the 


greatest  importation  of  cotton  by  the  merchants 
ad  been  made,  the  article  was  purchased  at  less 
than  ten  cents  per  pound.  It  did  not  at  the  time 
sell,  in  any  part  of  this  country,  within  three  cents 
of  ten  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said,  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  was  perfectly  consist- 
ent with  the  whole  scope  of  this  bill ;  that  if, 
by  the  laws  of  God  and  nature  any  part  of  our 
country  should  not  enjoy  equal  advantages  of  soil, 
climate,  dbc.,  with  another^  Congress  was  to  exert 
a  despotic  power  with  a  view  to  equalize  the  ad- 
vantages. Mr.  H.  said,  he  left  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee to  say,  whether  this  was  not  the  substance  of 
theeentleman's  argument. 

l^e  gentleman  had  informed  the  House  there 
was  no  specie  in  the  State  pf  Kentucky ;  and,  said 
Mr.  H.p  IS  it  possible  that  South  Carolina  is  to  be 
taxed  tdl  specie  flows  redundantly  into  Kentucky, 
and  Kentucky  is  made  able  to  supj^y  us  with  our 
cotton  bagging  ? 

Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the  practical  operation  of  the 
item  now  proposed  to  be  stricken  out.  We  are  to 
be  taxed  by  it,  said  he — how  much  ?  Why,  for  the 
benefit  of  Kentucky,  we  are  to  be  taxed,  in  round 
numbers,  sixty  thousand  dollars  a  year  in  the  small 
State  which  I  represent.  And  we  are  now  told 
that,  as  an  equivalent  for  all  this,  we  have  re- 
ceived a  bounty  in  the  shape  of  a  duty  of  three 
cents  per  pound  on  our  cotton.  This  duty,  Mr. 
H.  said,  never  was  laid  for  encouragement.  It 
was  laid  for  the  purpose  of  revenue ;  and,  to  show 
how  far  that  gtes^t  man,  Alexander  Hamilton,  was 
mistaken,  he,  in  his  report,  doubted  very  much 
whether  this  country  would  ever  have  the  capa- 
city to  raise  a  sufficiency  of  the  article  for  the 
purposes  of  our  own  manufactures.  How  com- 
pletely had  this  prediction  been  falsified !  We 
raise  it,  not  only  m  the  greatest  quantity,  but  of 
the  most  superior  quality ;  the  finest  cotton  in  the 
world  is  raised,  to  threefold  the  amount  of  the 
consumption  of  our  country.  With  regard  to  for- 
eign cottons,  which  it  was  supposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  might  compete  with  ours, 
we  know  perfectly  well  that,  even  in  the  Liver- 
pool market,  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
having  every  inducement  to  encourage  the  East 
India  trade,  those  cottons  chnnot  enter  into  com- 
petition with  ours.  A  n  attempt  was  made,  some 
years  ago,  to  introduce  East  India  cotton  into  this 
country;  merchants  of  great  skill  and  experience 
were  said  to  have  lost  half  a  million  of  dollars  in 
the  attempt.  The  rivalry  of  foreign  cotton  in 
this  market  with  ours,  was  a  mere  bugbear,  not 
entitled  to  a  moment's  consideration. 

Look  at  the  operation  of  this  proposed  duty, 
said  Mr.  H.  We  are  to  pay  a  tribute  ot  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year  to  Kentucky,  to  enable  her  to 
manufacture  bagging.  If  we  go  on  in  this  way 
with  every  article  ofour  present  import,  what  in- 
ducements do  we  leave  to  Great  Britain  to  take 
our  cotton?  There  are  immense  markets  open 
to  her,  where  she  can  obtain  cotton  in  exchange 
fofr  her  manufactures  if  we  reject  them.  Brazil 
alone  is  capable  of  producing  as  much  (gotten  as 
the  whole  United  States  proper;  and,  he  argued, 
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if  we  take  away  the  indaceipenC  which  Oreat 
Britain  has  to  receive  our  cottoo,  we  shall  in  the 
end  lose  her  custom,  4lc. 

Mr.  H.  faid,  he  would  abstain  from  entering  at 
present  upon  a  discussion  of  the  general  principles 
of  the  bill.  When  the  bill  should  be  presented 
for  discussion,  on  its  general  principle,  he  should 
make  it  his  particular  proYinee  to  point  out  the 
many  objections  to  it,  and  the  character  of  the 
crusade  about  to  be  waged  againtt  the  interests  of 
that  part  of  the  country  which  he  had  the  honor 
to  represent. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  referring  to  an  ex- 
pression used  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  in  the  close  of  his 
remarks,  said  he  was  gratified  that  the  House  was 
to  have  a  revelaiion  on  this  subject.  He  had  no 
doubt  it  would  hare  a  happy  effect  on  the  minds 
of  those  gentlemen  who  were  opposed  to  the  bill ; 
for  it  appeared  that  nothing  but  revelation  would 
have  any  effect  upon  them. 

If  all  this  idea  of  the  competition  of  foreign 
cottons  was  a  bugbear,  Mr.  T.  said  he  should  like 
to  know  why  that  gentleman  and  others  had  been 
so  anxious  to  tax  E^st  India  cotton  goods,  if  it 
was  not  for  the  purpose  of  excluding  East  India 
cotton  itself.  For  the  confirmation  of  the  fact, 
Mr.  T.  said  he  appealed  to  the  arguments  which 
were  used  when  tne  tariff  was  made  up^  and  the 
gentlemen  from  the  South  asked  for  this  protec- 
tion for  their  cotton.  [Mr.  T.  here  said,  he  was 
very  willing  to  yield  the  floor  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cambreleno,)  who  seemed 
to  feel  the  effect  of  the  revelation  which  had  been 
spoken  of.]  As  to  the  Western  country,  Mr.  T. 
continued,  it  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  no  pro- 
tecting duty  on  any  article.  But,  when  the  gen- 
tlemen from  the  South  send  us  their  protected 
cotton,  said  Mr.  T.\  it  comes  to  us  wrapt  up  in 
Inverness  and  Dundee  bagging,  made  of  the  refuse 
tow,  after  the  best  of  the  hemp  is  hackled  out. 
Now,  sir,  the  Western  hemp  has  been  ascertained, 
by  fair  experiment,  to  be  ten  per  cent,  stronger 
than  the  Kossian  neipp;  and  from  that  fact,  I 
presume  we  can  make  bagging,  or  any  thing  else, 
of  Kentucky  hemp,  as  strong  as  can  be  made  from 
Russian  hemp.  Notwithstanding  which,  when 
we  purchase  cotton  from  the  South,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  purchase  this  Inverness  and  Dundee  bag- 
ging. Is  there  anjr  equality  in  thai?  Notwith- 
standing which^  said  Mr.  T.,  we  do  not  ask  an 
exclusion  of  this  article,  as  they  have  done  in 
relation  to  coarse  cotton  goodS)  but  only  a  reason- 
able tax  upon  it.  Nothing  could  be  more  fair, 
more  equal,  nor,  he  thought  gentlemen  would 
after  due  consideration  allow,  more  just,  than  such 
a  tax. 

Have  we  not  land  enough,  said  Mr.  T.,  to  raise 
hemp  sufficient  to  make  all  our  cotton  bagging  ? 
The  land  between  the  Ohio  and  Kentucky  rivers 
is  sufficient  to  make  twice  the  quantity  necessary 
for  our  consumption.  We  not  only  furnished  the 
I^anters  in  Louisiana  during  the  late  war  with 
cotton  bagging — at  a  very  high  price,  I  admit — 
but  they  could  not  get  it  from  any  other  country. 
We  furnished  them  bagging  to  bale  their  cotton 
at  New  Orleans — and  we  did  another  thing :  when 


it  was  baled,  we  stood  behind  it  and  defeoM  it- 
I  wish  to  know  from  the  geDtieoMiB  from  Looi- 
iana,  why  we  are  to  protect  Uieir  sogar  Iff  hi|k 
duties,  and  then  to  go  there  and  ptoteet  ihcmttd 
their  cotton  too. 

Mr.  T.  accounted  for  the  dedine  of  tkemaia- 
facture  of  ingnng  in  Rentui^y,  caused  bjr  tk 
low  price  of  the  foreign  article^  by  the  cireamstaM 
that,  duriog  the  war,  Russia  exported  vist  qon- 
titles  of  hemp,  and  England,  with  an  exttsait 
navy  then  in  actual  service,  had  use  for  it  Wbn 
the  peace  came,  a  great  quantity  of  the  aiticie 
remained  on  hand,  and  was  sold  bf  tbeoierebus 
at  a  low  price  to  the  manufacturers,  who  mt^it 
up  into  bagging,  dM}.,and  furnished  it  mach  clici{« 
than  formerly.  But  that  is  now  all  worked  ap; 
and  last  year  a  tolerably  high  price  was  girtn  ior 
basging. 

So  abundant  was  hemp  in  the  Western  cooDirf, 
that  if  we  impose  only  such  duty  as  will  pn 
the  farmer  a  fair  minimum  price,  the  farmentbeR 
will  keep  down  the  maximum  to  the  mininBa 
nearly ;  and  Mr.  T.  pledged  himself  that  the  sna- 
uCactnrers  of  the  West  would  sup^y  the  wbok 
country  with  bagging  at  not  exceeding  twestv- 
two  and  a  half  cents  per  yard,  if  Congress  wool 
grant  them  protection,  and  that  they  would  ksv 
It  down  to  that  price..  Bnt,  by  laying  a  proper 
doty,  the  market  must  first  be  made  steady  is  ifi 
character,  so  that  the  foreigner  cannot  destrof  tk 
hemp  grower  and  the  manufacturer  botbybyeiets- 
sive  importations,  &c.  Bagginc  would  be  foi^ 
cheaper,  so  soon  as  hemp  was  allowed  the  saim 
protection  as  was  given  to  the  Southern  coUdg. 
dbc,  as  the  prices  of  coarse  cottons  had  been  lov- 
ered  since  higher  duties  had  been  laid  on  the  fof- 
eisn  article,  &c. 

Mr.  CAMBsaLBNU,  of  New  York,  said,  he  hU 
not  intended  to  touch  the  details  of  the  bill;  cot 
at  least,  until  the  generafquestioa  was  selded^isJ 
upon  that  he  should  offer  his  objectioas  to  the 
principles  of  the  bill:  the  object  of  which  wv 
prohibition.  He,  bowevei^  fdt  called  upoo  bjr  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky;  md,  although  imi 
inspired,  as  had  been  intimmed,  he  would  aaswtf 
the  argument  of  reciprocal  justice,  which  had 
been  urged,  to  sustain  the  duty  propos^on  couoc 
bagging. 

We  had  been  told,  that  the  agriciiltoral  intend 
of  the  South  had  been  protected  by  duties,  lad 
that  we  must  now  legislate  on  the  basis  of  recip- 
rocity. This  argument,  according  to  the  oohs^ 
fashion  of  the  times,  is  designed  to  excite  oor  set- 
tional  prejudices  and  jealousies,  Mr.  C.  did  j^ 
for  a  moment,  impute  such  a  purpose  to  thega- 
tleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Tbimblb,)  ow  ^ 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committeeon  Manoftciores; 
but  he  feared  it  had  been  used  by  others,  for  soc^ 
an  object.  The  argument  is.  however,  ottedr 
destitute  of  foundation ;  and,  although  its  purpose 
is  grave  enough  for  reason — ^its  texture  is  too  light 
for  any  weapon  but  ridicule.  Where  was  theia* 
teiiigence  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Cominittee  oi 
Manufactures,  when  he  told  us  that  a  dutf  ^ 
imposed  for  the  protection  of  the  eottoa  <^  ^ 
South  7    Did  he  not  recollect  that  there  was  t^ 
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t  pod  of  eotton  in  the  eoiMitry  at  tiiat  period ;  and 
bat  the  ealighteaed  Secretary  of  that  day  nerer 
Ireamt  there  woold  bel  Wher^  was  his  intel* 
igeace,  when  he  iafdrmed  us  that  the  tobacco  of 
t^ioia  had  been  protected  ?  Id  oor  simplicity, 
re  had  always  supposed  that  thia  article  was  a 
taple  of  the  country^  from  the  earliest  settlemeot 
if  the  colonies ;  but  we  are  happy  to  see  that 
lelebrated  slaader  upon  our  great-grandfliothers, 
doited  out  from  the  page  of  history ;  we  are  happy 

0  find  that  ther  were  not  barterml  for  this  vile 
reed;  we  ardiappy  to  hear  from  such  learned 
.ttthority,  from  tkie.geatlemaD  who  superintends 
•ar  national  industry,  that  our  tobacco  plant  has 
nly  flourished  since  1790,  under  the  salutary  pro* 
eetion  of  Congress !  But  our  admiration  reaches 
ts  altitude,  when  we  come  to  the  duty  on  sugar. 
This  duty  had,  before  1800,  reached  two  and  a 
»ii  cents;  it  is  now  but  three.  We  always 
tioiight  Louisiana  had  beioaged  to  Spain--*-thei^ 
}  France.  It  appears  singular  how  this  doty 
oQld  hare  been  proposed  for  the  protection  of 
French  and  Spaaish  planters.  But  what's  this 
ifficulty  to  our  modern  logicians  ?  Those  who 
an  transfer  Hiadostaa  to  Caroiisa,  in  1790,  can, 
rith  equal  facility,  give  history  a  retrograde 
lorement,  and  tell  ns,  whar  nobody  wHi  have 
le  temerity  to  deny,  that  our  ancestors  generally 
tid  this  duty  to  protect  and  encourage  the  plant- 
rsof  Louisiana,  though  then  not  within  the  circle 
four  Confederacy. 

Sach  is  the  foundation  upon  which  this  argo^ 
lent  of  reciprocity  re8t&.  An  atgument  addressed 
)  our  local  prejudices.  •  He  regretted  to  perceive 
tat  the  debate,  on  every  item  of  the  bill,  seemed 
>  be  generally  confined  too  much  to  mere  local 
rouQO.  It  was.  natural,  it  was  proper,  that  we 
kould  advocate  the  interest  of  our  State,  and  of 
ke  particular  district  we  Represent ;  but  he  trusted 
ie  time  would  come,  when  we  should,  bring  into 
rery  discussion  a  more  national  feeling — ^when 
ir  mOkmal  interests  would  be  consulted. 

Mr.  BasNT  rose  in  reply  to  the  sentleknen  from 
ienlncky  and  Pennsylvania.  He  certainly  did 
ot  supposA  that  any  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
Dowing,  as  he  most  necessarily  do.  that  cotton 
tgging  cannot  be  supplied  from  that  State  to 
teet  the  demand  from  Louisiana  and  the  other 
>tton-growtng  States,  would  oppose  the  present 
nendment.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Stocky,  said  Mr.  B.,  gave  me  a  piece  of  infor- 
Ation,  with  which,  he  said,  I  probably  was  al- 
ady  acquainted — ^that  Kentucky  had  not  only 
ipplied  baffging  for  the  cotton  ot  Louisiana,  but. 
armg  the  Site  wary  had  stood  behind  it  to  defeno 
ouisiana  from  invasion.  I  acknowledge,  said 
Ir.  B.,  the  truth  of  what  the  gentleman  has  stated, 
trust  I  feel,  with  the  people  whom  I  represent,  a 
He  sense  of  gratitude,  for  the  services  rendered 

1  that  occasion ;  and,  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
(tended  to  claim  a  pecuniary  compensation  for 
'em,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Kentucky,  and 
iU  make  out  a  statement  of  the  account,  Louisi* 
la  stands  ready  promptly  to  pav  it.  But  it  was 
Dt  true  that  Kentucky  did  furnish,  during  the  war 
I  adequate  supply  of  cotton  bagging  even  for 


Louisiana  alone.  The  State  of  Louisiana  con- 
sumes nearly  one  million  of  square  yards  annually, 
but  she  r^eived,  during  the  war,  only  about  six 
hundred  thousand  yards  of  it  from  Kentockv. 
He  would  appeal  to  the  candor  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  to  say,  whether,  on  all  occasions,  when 
the  Western  country  was  in  need  of  aid,  Louisiana 
had  ever  been  wanting  in  eflTorts  to  advance  its 
interests.  On  a  late  occasion,  with  which  gentle- 
men were  familiar,  Louisiana  had  united  in  mea- 
sures which  she  believed  to  be  for  the  interest  of 
the  Western  States,  although  very  doubtful  whe- 
ther her  own  interest  might  not  be  rather  impaired 
than  promoted  bv  them.  All  I  ask  of  gentlemen, 
said  Mr.  B.,  is,  that  they  will  do  what  is  just  1 
am  not  opposed  to  laying  a  duty  on  this  article  so 
soon  as  Kentucky  will  let  us  see  that  she  cain 
make  it  in  quantity  sufficient  for  the  demand ;  but 
the  nation  is  not  to  be  forced,  blinded,  into  a  mea- 
sure, which  was  calculated  to  amount  to  a  prohi- 
bition of  the  imported  article.  As  to  what  the 
gentlemen  have  said  about  a  protecting  doty  on 
cotton,  they  may  repeal  it  as  soon  as  they  like. 
What !  when  we  grow  more  than  twice  as  much 
cotton  as  is  wanted  for  home  consumption,  and 
export  it  largely  erery  year,  do  gentlemen  talk  to 
us  about  a  protecting  duty  on  cotton,  to  be  coun- 
tervailed by  the  prohibition  of  imported  bagging? 
It  shows  the  same  unfairness,  the  same  want  of 
candor,  that  they  have  thronghout  exhibited  on 
this  question.  [Mr.  B.  was  called  to  order  b^  the 
Chairman,  for  this  expression.]  It  was  within  . 
the  knowledse  of  gentlemen,  that  this  duty  never 
was  intendea  for  protection — ^it  was  laid  when  no 
cotton  was  raised  in  the  United  States,  and  it  was 
laid  for  revenue  solely.  The  same  thing  might 
be  said  of  the  duty  on  sugar.  The  cotton  of  Loui- 
siana is  now  protected  by  a  duty  of  three  cents 
per  pound — two  cents  and  a  half  of  this  was  im- 
posed while  Louisiana  was  under  the  French  and 
Spanish  Governments  \  and  the  paltry  half  cent 
which  has  since  been  added,  was  added,  not  for 
protection,  but  revenue.  But,  sir,  said  he,  it  is  in 
Vain  to  urge  us  on  such  arguments ;  Louisiana  will 
not  vote  on  any  arrangement  or  compromise — she 
gotfs  on  principle ;  and  unless  gentlemen  are  de- 
termined to  outrage  all  justice,  the  amendment 
ought  to  be  adopted.  The  honorable  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  tells  us,  that 
Kentucky  can  supply  the  whole  demand  for  cotton 
bagging.  That  may,  in  the  course  of  time,  prove 
to  be  true ;  but,  until  they  do  supply  the  demand, 
the  duty  should  not  be  imposed. 

Mr.  Henrt,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  in  reply  to'Mr. 
Brent.  He  said  he  had  not  intended  to  take  a 
part  in  this  discussion;  but  he  felt  himself  called 
upon  to  step  forward,  by  the  frequent  repetition  of 
a  name  which  must  always  be  dear  to  his  heart. 
The  Stale  of  Kentucky,  as  the  land  of  his  nativity, 
had  the  strongest  claim  upon  his  affection.  How- 
ever disparagingly  she  might  be  estimated  by  others, 
"  he  knew  that  he  loved  her,  whatever  she  was.'* 
He  most  be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana  had  indulged  himself  in  a  course  of 
remarks  which  seemed  tobe  characterized  by  an  in- 
vidious spirit — an  improper  imputation  on  motives. 
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[Here  Mr-  Brent  rose  to  explaio.  The  gentle- 
man was  mistaken,  if  he  understood  him  as  im- 
puting impure  or  improper  motives  to  the  advo- 
cates of  the  bill.  He  had  no  such  intention.  He 
meant  no  personal  reflection  on  any  gentleman  on 
this  floor,  and  he  wished  to  be  so  understood.] 

Mrt  Henry  resumed.  He  believed  the  gentle- 
man, from  his  soul.  His  zeal  for  what  he  sup- 
poses to  be  the  interest  of  his  constituents,  as  nro- 
Eosed  to  be  affected,  as  he  conceives,  by  the  bill, 
ad  probably  hurri«i  him  into  expressions  of  an 
unpuarded  kind,  susceptible  of  a  construction  he 
did  not  wish  them  to  t>ear.  I,  on  the  other  hand, 
said  Mr.  H.,  am  free  to  confess,  that  I  am  in  favor 
of  this  provision  of  the  bill,  because  I  believe  its 
operation  will  be  highly  beneficial  to  that  section 
of  the  country  which  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent. I  am  not  ashamed  to  acknowledge,  that 
this  consideration  exerts  a  powerful  effect  on 
me.  Might  I  not  impute  to  the  gentleman  a  mo- 
tive equally  selfish,  as  the  ground  of  his  opposition? 
And  if  I  did,  and  should  substantiate  the  charge, 
what  would  I  gain?  Nothing.  The  motives 
which  actuate  gentlemen  are  perfectly  immaterial 
to  the  question ;  each  member  must  stand  or  fall  by 
the  discbarge  of  his  duty ;  to  his  own  conscience, 
and  to  his  constituents.  The  foundation  of  all  social 
love,  is  self  love*  Why  does  a  man  love  his  coun- 
try ?  Because  it  is  his  own  country.  The  attach- 
ment is  selfish  in  its  origin,  but  it  becomes  elevated 
and  refined  as  it  extends.  This  mtich  abused 
principle  of  human  action  has  been  finely  por- 
trayed by  a  poet  and  philosopher  of  the  last  cen-> 
tury: 

**  SelMove  just  serves  the  Tirtuous  mind  to  shake, 
As  the  small  pebble  stirs  the  pescefal  lake ; 
The  centre  uov'd,  a  circle  straight  succeeds, 
Another  still,  and  still  another  spreads ; 
Wide,  and  more  wide,  th'  overflowing  of  the  mind, 
Takes  ev'ry  creature  in,  of  every  kind. 
Friend,  parent,  neighbor,  first  it  will  embrace ; 
Our  country  nextt  and  iastf  all  human  race." 

It  is  so  with  all  the  attachments  of  life.  When 
we  come  to  analyze  and  trace  them,  we  find  their 
ultimate  source  to  be  self  love. 

Theargument  of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana, 
Mr.  H.  said,  so  far  from  convincing  him  that  the 
duty  ought  to  be  stricken  out,  had  much  strength- 
ened his  conviction  that  it  ought  to  remain  in  the 
bill.  What  are  the  positions  which  he  takes? 
He  says  that  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and  Tennessee,  are, 
together,  insuflScient  to  supply  the  demand  for  cot- 
ton bagging  which  exists  m  Louisiana,  Georgia, 
and  the  o|her  cotton-growing  States.  But  why, 
sir?  Have  we  not  the  soil,  the  industry,  the 
econoow,  or  the  foresight  of  our  interest,  which 
would  fit  us  to  produce  the  article  ?  Yes,  sir.  Our 
soil  is  as  fertile  as  <any  under  Heaven!  Forty 
years  perpetual  use  has  not,  in  the  least,  exhausted 
Its  fertility.  And  as  to  industry,  I  may  with  truth 
say;  for  the  people  of  that  region^  that  there  are 
none  more  willing  to  earn  their  bread,  as  under 
the  common  curse  of  our  race  they  must  earn  it, 
by  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  than  the  farmers  of 
the  West.  Nor  are  they  remarkable  for  any  want 
of  calculation,  or  of  quickness  of  perception,  to 


discover  what  will  advance  their  interest.  Wbt. 
then,  is  wanting,  sir?  Preeiariy  what  the  bill 
proposes  to  give  us — protection,  enoooragnint 
Again,  the  gentkman  has  stated -that  oor  £K«h 
ries  are  languishing.  Admit  the  fact,  sir,  tii 
again  I  ask  why  ?  The  same  answer  mim  bt 
given :  for  want  of  protection — for  want  of  o- 
eouragemeat. 

The  gentleman  telb  yon  that  tlie  article  vt 
have  bi&erto  made  has  been  inferior  in  qvalit?. 
Still,  I  ask  him  why,  and  still  the  sasat  ansvir 
rectus — ^for  want  of  protectiim,  for  want  of  » 
couragement.  Give  ns  protection,  sir,  a&d  it 
once  you  give  ns  encooragemenc  As  axMi » 
encouragement  is  secared  to  ns,  an  i^aataaeoa 
investment  of  capital  will  follow;  as  soon  as  ap- 
ital  is  invested^  competition  will  take  place;  asi 
competition  will  produce  an  immediate  improre- 
ment  of  the  fabric,  dbc.  By  way  of  provinf  th: 
ail  Ohio,  and  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee  canci 
produce  enough  cotton  bamng  for  the  use  of  tk 
South,  the  honorable  gentlemaa  informed  as  tiai 
the  State  of  Louisiana  used  neatly  one  milJioa  at 
yards  of  the  article.  I  can,  in  return,  inform  ihi 
honorable  gentleman  (and  I  say  it  from  the  per- 
sonal  knowledge  of  a  distinguished  member  of  do 
House)  that,  in  the  town  of  Lexington  alone,  bmr 
than  one  million  of  yards  of  cloth  are  made  ii 
only  ten  factories — ^the  raw  material  of  the  wbok 
of  which  is  drawn  from  a  single  county.  Sir,  i 
will  venture  to  pledge  myself,  and  to  predict,  tint 
under  adequate  encouri cement,  the  State  of  Kes- 
tucky  alone  will  be  perfectly  competent  to  so{ffr 
the  whole  Southern  market  with  this  article.  2>o- 
take  away  this  dnty,  and  what  equivalent  is  kft 
to  the  West,  for  all  the  burdens  whieh  are  to  br 
imposed  on  vher  by  the  other  provisions  of  tbe 
bill  ?  While  all  other  narts  of  the  Uaioo  an 
looked  to  and  cared  for,|hall  we  alone  stud  witb- 
out  a  shelter?  Must  we  be  sunk  lower,  aod  st^ii 
lower,  in  the  scale  of  this  nation  ?  Impoverislttd. 
as  the  West  has  been,  by  a  pernicious  sjrsieiD  oi 
policy,  must  she  sufier  still  more  ?  What,  sir.  ^ 
she  doneito  forfeit  your  protection  ?  Has  she  bes 
wanting  in  loyalty  ?  Has  she  been  wantiDj  n 
zeal  for  your  cause  ?  Has  she  failed  you  ia  t^ 
hour  of  danger?  No,  sir;  she  is  linked  to  tbtf 
Qovernment  by  ties  ot  the  strongest  attachmesi: 
in  this  feeling  we  shall  live,  in  this  feeling  ve 
shall  die;  bat  I  trust  in  Qod  that  we  shall  not,  os 
this  account,  be  denied  our  share  of  the  aaiioiv 
protection. 

The  honorable  member  from  Lonisiaoa  bas  ah 
Inded,  in  his  remarks,  more  particularly  ^ J^ 
factories  of  Kentucky.  Sir,  Louisiana  aodKeo- 
tucky  are  bound  to  each  other  by  ties  as  stn>Dg|>^ 
those  whieh  hold  in  connexion  the  san  and  the 
earth — ^they  are  naturally  inseparable.  Tbe  nhr 
zens  of  Louisiana  are  planters ;  we  are  ^^^ 
and  graziers.  They  give  their  whole  lim*  '^ 
attention  to  the  raising  of  cotton;  ^^  ^^^ 
eluded  from  doinff  this;  we  have  neither  the  ^ 
nor  the  climate  adapted  to  the  production  of  t»t 
valuable  plant;  we  raise  their  pork,  beef, «» 
flour ;  and  nothing  can  aflfect  the  plenty  or  sea W 
of  these  articles  in  Kentucky,  that  does  not  afl«i 
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Loukkna  io  almost 'the  same  deffree.  No  sooner 
are  our  crops  injured,  than  the  planters  of  Louisi- 
ana feel  it.  mio  raises  their  hogs,  their  horses? 
The  people  of  the  West.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
go  to  them  for  all  our  market — and  such  is  the 
competition,  from  the  extended  region  ifU  which 
oar  products  are  raised,  that  the  price  of  our  com- 
modities sinks  in  that  market  till  our  shipping 
merchants  are  almost  all  ruined,  and  even  the 
farmers  themselves  obtain  barely  the  amount  of 
their  actual  expenses.  This  trade,  sir,  is  highly 
beneficial  .to  Louisiana,  but  it  is  a  losing  trade  to 
Kentucky  and  the  West.  Sir,  we  are  fast  be- 
coming, we  have  already  become,  tributary  to 
Liouisiana.  We  are  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers 
of  water  for  the  wealthy  planters  of  the  South. 
Sir,  we  do  not  complain  ot  this.  We  cannot  help 
it.  It  is  the  inevitable  course  of  things.  But  will 
they  refuse  us,  in  turn,  some  small  equivalent  ? 
While  they  are  amassine  fortunes,  will  they  not 
allow  some  small  field  for  our  infant  manufac- 
tures? Sir,  even  the  slave,  himself,  who  toils 
without  hope  and  without  remuneration,  must 
have  some  little  encouragement  to  alleviate  his 
bondage.  The  mdrket  is  all  against  us;  we  toil 
and  reap  no  reward,  and  unless  some  alteration 
takes  place  we  cannot  toil  much  longer.  I  trust, 
sir,  our  high-minded  friends  in  the  South  will  not 
feel  disposed  to  deny  us  the  avails  of  such  a  duty 
as  that  now  proposed. 

There  is  one  other  consideration  on  which  I 
would  touch,  but  with  the  greatest  delicacv.  It 
is  the  policy  of  the  bill.  What  is  the  end  pro- 
posed by  the  whole  measure?  To  protect  the  in- 
dustry of  American  citizens.  The  fouydation  of 
the  policy  is  a  determination  no  longer  to  feed  the 
workmen  of  other  countries,  but  to  employ  our 
own  people.  Sir,  the  true  wealth  of  any  country 
is  the  profits  of  its  laboj^  Even  the  capital  em- 
ployed in  commerce  does  not  so  truly  and  perma- 
nently enrich  the  country  as  the  capital  employed 
in  agriculture.  He  who  feeds  two  men  and  two 
women,  where  before  but  one  man  and  one  woman 
could  be  fed,  deserves  well  of  his  country.  Pur- 
sue, then,  a  policy  which  will  feed  your  people — 
which  will  strengthen  your  mass  of  population. 
They  will  repav  you  with  support  and  attachment. 
They  will  shed  their  blood  in  your  defence. 

Strike  out  the  duty,  and  who  will  be  benefited  ? 
The  Autocrat  of  Russia.  He  is  the  greatest  hemp 
grower.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  wish 
to  feed  the  Russian  boors,  rather  than  the  hemp 
growers  of  the  American  soil  ?  And,  if  he  does, 
is  it  sound  policy  ?  Ought  we,  instead  of  increas- 
ing our  own  strength  and  resources,  to  strengthen 
an  arm  already  too  strong  ?  Why  should  we  suf- 
fer a  foreign  Power  to  draw  from  us  that  wealth 
which  may  hereafter  be  turned  into  bayonets  and 
aimed  at  tne  vitals  of  our  country  ?  Bo  gentle- 
men wish  to  see  a  Russian  fleet  hovering  on  our 
coast  ?  and  will  they  drain  our  own  country  to 
help  to  build  it?  The  people  of  the  West,  of  all 
others,  have  the  least  reason  to  dread  the  approach 
of  an  enemy.  The  war  must  rage  on  our  seaboard, 
before  it  can  reach  them.  But  what  has  been 
their  conduct  ?    Did  they  wait  at  home  till  the 


foe  reached  the  Kentucky  line  ?  Did  they  say, 
let  the  euemy  come  here,  and  we  will  resist  him  ? 
No,  sir.  They  left  their  homes  and  their  boun-^ 
dary  lines  behind  them ;  they  went  forth  to  meet 
the  6ie.  They  will  do  it  again  ;  hni  the]^  do  not 
seek  to  invite  his  approach  by  prostrating  otif 
domestic  strength,  and  giving  our  resources  to 
strangers. 

Mr.  Ton  said,  that  he  was  sorry  to  find  that  the 
debate  threatened  to  become  serious  from  the  time 
it  was  likely  to  occupy.  He  certainly  shouU  not 
increase  the  evil.  He  rose  merely  to  assure  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cambreleng,) 
that,  in  one  point  of  his^rgument,  he  had  entirely 
succeeded  with  him,  and  that  was,  in  proving  that 
our  grandmothers  had  not  grown  up  in  a  tobacco 
yard.  In  another  point,  he  could  not  say  the  hon- 
orable g[entleman  had  been  quite  so  fortunate— be 
meant,  in  proving  that  Alexander  Hamilton  was 
no  statesman,  because  he  could  not  tell  us,  thirty 
years  ago,  how  much  cotton  would  be  raised  in 
the  United  States  in  1823.  Sir,  I  never  thought 
that  Alexander  Hamilton  was  sl  conjuror ;  but,  to 
argue  from  this,  that  he  was  no  statesman,  is  not, 
to  me,  very  conclusive.  The  gentleman  had  not 
succeeded  near  so  well  in  this  point,  Mr.  T.  said, 
as  he  did  about  our  grandmothers.  There  was 
another  point.  The  gentleman  had  said  that  the 
dutv  on  cotton  was  laid  for  revenue,  and  it  was 
laid  in  17S9 ;  but,  he  could  inform  the  gentleman 
that  when  the  duty  on  cotton  was  raised  to  three 
cents  per  pound,  it  was  done  on  the  representation 
that  cotton  was  expected  to  be  raised  here,  and  it 
had  reference  to  that  expectation;  As  to  the  doty 
on  sugar,  if  the  Committee  were  not  already  com- 
petent to  see  that  the  three  cents  a  pound  duty  on 
sugar  was  a  clear  bounty  upon  the  culture  of  that 
article  nothing  that  he  could  say  would  make  them 
see  it. 

Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama,  said,  that  when  this 
bill  was  introduced  into  the  House  by  the  honor- 
able Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Manufac- 
tures, he  had  hoped  to  see  it  discussed  on  general 
grounds,  without  a  reference  to  the  local  interest 
of  each  particular  State.  But,  instead  of  this,  he 
was  sorry  to  perceive  that  every  member  who 
entered  into  the  discussion,  referred  to  its  opera- 
tion on  his  own  individual  district  alone.  State 
was  set  in  opposition  to  State.  Kentucky  and 
Louisiana  were  arrayed  a^inst  each  other,  and  it 
was  maintained  that  Louisiana,  by  consenting  to 
the  duty  on  bagging,  was  to  repay  Kentucky  for 
her  defence  during  the  war.  It  this  doctrine 
should  prevail,  other  parts  of  the  country  would 
be  affected  ty  the  duty,  which  had  had  no  share 
in  the  service.  He  represented  a  small  district 
of  the  cotton-growing  country^  and  that  district 
would  have  to  help  Louisiana  m  paying  her  trib- 
ute to  Kentucky.  He  would  ask  whether  Geor- 
gia, too,  and  South  Carolina,  and  the  whole  cot- 
ton country  of  the  Union,  were  to  be  called  on  to 
aid  in  repaying  Kentucky?  And  how  was  this 
repayment  to  be  made  ?  By  encouraging  manu- 
facturing establishments  which  are  now  in  exist- 
ence and  operation?  Not  at  all.  Grentiemen 
from  the  West  say,  pay  us  in  advance,  and  then 
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we  will  fuf  nith  jou  the  article.  They  do  not  say 
that  they  have  it  now.  But  the  duty  is  at  once 
to  be  laid — then  time  must  elapse  before  their  fac- 
tories go  into  operation ;  and  after  all,  it  is  a  mere 
•iperiment.  cut,  we  are  told,  some  interests  most 
be  sacrificed,  md  that  there  is  a  great  and  pre* 
dominating  interest,  which  must  and  will  prerail, 
and  the  rest  must  be  more  or  less  sacrificed  to  aid 
it  But,  sir,  is  such  the  situation  of  the  people  of 
these  United  States!  Most  we  sacrifice  the  in- 
terest of  one  State,  in  order  to  aid  another?  I 
believe  not — I  trust  not. 

But,  as  I  am  opposed  to  the  whole  bill,  I  shall 
not  detain  the  Committee  by  goibg  into  an  argu* 
ment  on  its  details.  I  grant,  inde^,  sir,  that  it  is 
a  sound  principle  of  Republican  government,  that 
the  majortt]^  shall  prevail,  but  is  it  good  polioy, 
when  the  minority  is  large  and  resnectable,  to  re* 
fuse  to  listen  to  their  objections  ?  Will  you  force 
on  them  that  which  the  majority  says  is  for  their 
benefit,  but  which  they  themselves  say  is  to  their 
injury  1  He  was  conndent  that,  if  the  votes  of  all 
who  are  interested  in  the  tax  now  proposed  could 
be  individually  taken,  a  large* majority  would  be 
found  to  be  opposed  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  Marvin,  of  New  York,  then  rose  and  said 
that,  if  there  was  a  single  feature  in  the  whole 
bill  which  ought  to  be  retained,  he  thought  it  was 
this.  If  there  was  any  article  which  the  United 
States  can  raise  in  abundance^  it  is  hemp;  if  there 
was  any  article  which  we  can  manufacture,  it 
was  cotton  bagging.  It  is  said  that  the  efiect  of 
the  duty  will  be,  to  raise  the  price  of  the  articles. 
Such  might  be  the  effect;  but  if  it  were,  it  would 
be  only  temporary.  It  is  stated,  said  Mr.  M.,  that 
the  manufactures  are  languishiDg;  but  this  is  not 
because  they  could  not,  in  a  settled  course  of 
business,  afiord  to  make  the  article  as  cheap  as  it 
comes  from  Europe,  but  because  the  market  is 
precarious,  and  they  are  liable  to  be  overwhelmed 
with  temporary  importations.  But,  granting  that, 
for  some  time,  the  price  will  be  a  little  higher,  are 
we  called  upon  to  make  no  sacrifices  to  support 
our  own  manufactures?  We  do  not,  however, 
ask  this.  We  do  not-  call  on  the  South  to  make 
any  sacrifice  whatever.  Grant,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  the  State  of  South  Carolina  alone 
pays  for  the  article  of  baggiog  $60,000  a  year. 
Who  pays  this?  The  consumer  pays  it.  Though 
that  one  State  pays  it  in  the  firstinstanee,  it  is  paid 
back  again  by  all  other  States,  in  the  various  pro- 
portions in  which  they  are  consumers  of  cotton. 
The  honorable , Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures  ^s  shown  that  one-third  of  all 
the  cotton  raised  in  the  United  States,  is  con- 
sumed within  the  United  States.  But  where? 
Certainly  not  in  the  cotton-growioff  States.  Then 
it  must  be  by  the  other  States,  and,  as  far  as  they 
are  consumers,  they  pay  the  duty. 

Sir,  what  is  that  we  propose?  To  make  this 
country  independent  or  foreign  manufactures. 
For  this  end,  we  ask  it  for  a  season  to  pay  a 
higher  price  for  a  particular  article,  until  that  ar- 
ticle obtains  a  certain  and  a  settled  market ;  and 
we  ask  this  higher  price  to  be  paid,  not  by  one 
particular  dbtrict,  but  by  the  whole  country  which 


consumes  the  article.  Sir,  the  bagging  fcUoai 
the  cotton,  go  where  it  will,  and  is  paid  for  witk 
it.  I  do  not  forget  that  two-lhiids  of  «kt  is 
raised  goes  abroad ;  but  surelf  the  coontry  cuaot 
greatly  sufier  by  the  consnmption  of  this  portioo 
of  its  nkaaufactures  abroad.  All  we  ask  is.  to 
guard,  for  a  tim^  the  infant  raftnufacture  agtini 
such  fluetuationr  in  the  market  as  will  destroy  it 
and  then  you  will  get  the  article  cheaper  tfaaa 
ever.  Was  it  not  so  with  coane  cottons  1  Bst, 
if  not,  we  are  prepvred,  I  hGoe,  one  and  all,  fna 
the  East  to  the  West,  in  the  North  aad  iatbe 
South,  to  submit  to  the  increase  of  price,  so&ra 
we  are  the  coasiMiien. 

A  motion  was  now-  made  that  the  Commititt 
rise,  which  was  carried— yeas  lOQ,  nays  96. 

So  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  u^ 
had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Monday,  February  16. 

Mr.  LlviNoaTOH  presented  a  petition  of  stiodn 
aliens  residing  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  pnyuf 
that  the  laws  upon  the  subject  of  naturaiizsties 
may  be  amend^,  to  the  end  that  greater  fsciliua 
may  be  afforded  to  foreigners  intending  to  becoiDe 
citizens  of  the  United  States ;  which  petition  m^ 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  Mr.  Linsir 
8T0N,  Mr.  MqbgaNi  Mr.  Bartlbtt,  Mr.  Dwiobt, 
Mr.  GuRLET,  Mr.  Dcrpeb,  and  Mr.  Brsck,  wen 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livinooton,  the  Committee 
of  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  and  repoct 
whether  any,  and  what  sum,  is  due  from  the  Vwr 
ted  States  to  Marigny  Dauterive,  of  the  citjr  of 
New  Orldhns.  for  supplies  furnished  to  the  Arof 
of  the  Unitea^tates,  and  for  the  services  of  ^i< 
negro. 

Mr.  ToMUNBOir  laid  the  following  resolstka 
on  the  table,  for  consideifttion  to-morrow : 

Rtmh€d^  That  the  Prssident  of  the  Unilsd  Sttia 
be  requested  to  infima  this  House  whether  uj  oci' 
sores  have  been  taken  to  osny  into  eflect  the  moii- 
tion  of  CoDgress,  psssed  June  17tb,  1777,  dirertiBf  • 
monument  to  be  erected  to  the  neoiory  of  IHnd 
Wooster,  a  Brigadier  General  in  the  Araj  of  ^ 
United  States,  who  fell  in  "  defending  the  libertia  •/ 
America  and  bravely  repelling  an  inroad  of  the  Btit- 
ish  forces  to  Daobury,  in  Connecticat  ;*'  and  wfaeUtet 
the  tarn  of  fife  hundred  dollars,  appropriated  fiTtkt 
pbrpoee  of  carrying  that  resolation  into  ezecntioo,  bx 
ever  been  paid  to  '*  the  EzecutiTe  power  of  the  St*^ 
of  Connecticut.'* 

Mr.  Storrs  laid  (he  following  resolutioa  <}& 
the  table  for  consideration  to-morrow : 

Bc9olvei,  That  the  Secietaiy  of  the  DepartncDt  oi 
the  Treasury  be  directed  to  transmit  to  thi»  Hooietbe 
statements  of  the  afiairs  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uoitt^ 
States,  on  the  dOth  day  of  December  of  the  jesrs  \^ 
and  1823. 

Mr.  Wriobt  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table  for  consideration  to-morrow : 

Btaolvtd,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  9fa» 
be  requested  to  inform  thia  House,  (if  each  istoB** 
tion  may  be  given  without  injury  to  the  poblic,)  wfeC" 
ther  the  title  of  the  United  Brethren  for  proptpUBg 
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the  Gospel  among  tlie  Heatheii,  to  certein  eections  of 
land  in  Ohio»  aathorized  to  be  pnrchsMd  by  the  act 
making  forther  appropriatione  ibr  the  eapport  of  Got- 
emment  for  the  jear  1823,  and  for  other  parppeeo, 
paeeed  the  3d  March,  1823,  baa  been  parchaaed  for  the 
United  8tatea ;  and  if  lo,  to  canae  to  be  laid  before  thia 
Houae,  a  copy  of  the  oontraet  of  pundiaae^  and  of 
sQch  other  papers  in  his  poaaeaaion,  (proper  to  be 
commnnicated,)  relating  to  the  sarTey^and  disposition 
of  said  lands. 

Mr.  Whittlbbby  laid  the  following  reaolation 
OD  the  table  for  conaideration  to-morrow : 

/feaoA^d;  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States 
be  reqoested  to  present  to  this  House  a  statement  of 
the  amount  of  money  expended  in  conformity  with  the 
proviaions  of  an  act,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  Navy  of  the  Unhed  States/'  approved 
the  99th  of  April,  1816,  and  of  the  act  to  amend  said 
act,  approved  the  3d  of  March,  1881 :  aiao,  the  nnm* 
ber  of  vessels  built  or  now  on  the  stocha,  with  their 
rates,  the  value  of  the  timber  purchased,  or  for  which 
eontraou  have  been  made,  and  whether  sufficient 
timber  haa  been  purchased  or  eoiitraoted  to  build  the 
vessels  contemplated  by  the  proviaiens  of  aaid  act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  iostructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  rendering  the  designation  of 
jarors  to  serve  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
in  each  State,  conformable  at  all  times  to  the 
mode  of  designating  jurors  which  may  be  adopted 
in  the  Stale  courts  of  such  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hemphill,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  the  benefit  of  drawback 
on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
into  either  of  the  ports  of  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
or  Baltimore,  and  transported  from  any  one  of 
the  said  ports  to  either  of  the  others,  partly  by  land 
conveyance  and  partly  by  water,  in  the  like  man* 
ner  as  if  the  same  were  transported  coastwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HdbsTON,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inouire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  Dempsy  Fowell  pay  for  two 
guns,  impressed  during  the  late  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  of  Congress,, enti- 
tled *^An  act  further  to  establish  the  compensa- 
tion of  officers  of  the  customs,  and  to  alter  cer- 
tain collection  districts,  and  for  other  purposes, 
so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  compensation  of 
the  collectors  of  the  several  districts  on  the  north- 
ern frontier  of  the  United  States. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  Walter  8.  Chandler  and  Samuel 
Ward;"  in  which  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

CLAIM  OF  BBAUMARCHAI8. 

Mr.  TucKBR,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  made  a  detailed 
report  upon  the  claim  of  the  heirs  and  representa- 


tives of  the  late  Caron  de  Beaumarchais,^  of 
France ;  which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  claim  of  Mr.  Bssumarchais'  representatatives 
sgsinst  this  Government  is  the  only  unsettled  item  of 
a  large  aecount  for  military  supplies  furnished  by  him 
to  this  country  during  the  first  years  of  the  war  of 
Independence.  It  amounts  to  one  million  of  livres, 
exclusive  of  interest,  and  arises  from  a  charge  made 
by  the  accoantina  officers  of  the  Treasuryi  against 
Mr.  Beaomarchais,  of  that  sum,  received  by  him  froni 
the  French  Government,  on  the  1 0th  of  June,  1776, 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  but  for  which  the 
claimants,  not  denying  that  he  so  received  it,  insist 
that  he  has  already  accounted  to  his  own  Govern- 
ment, \o  whom  alone  he  was  accountable.  Against 
this  charge,  which  they  allege  to  be  equally  unwar- 
ranted by  the  justice  of  the  case  and  the  established 
rules  of  evidence,  they  have  been  seeking  relief  from 
Congress,  from  the  year  1805,  (when  the  final  settle- 
ment took  place,)  to  the  present  day. 

In  the  absence  of  more  positive  and  satisfactory 
evidence  on  the  matter  in  controversy,  it  has  been 
found  necessary,  by  all  those  who  have  successively 
investigated  the  subject,  to  refer  to  numerous  oflicial 
letters  and  documents,  msny  of  which  have  little  di- 
rect bearing  on  the  question,  but,  taken  in  connexion 
with  others,  shed  some  light  on  a  snbject  that  is  how- 
ever yet  involved  in  obscurity^  and  wiL,  probably,  ever 
so  remain. 

A  brief  abstract  of  the  history  and  progress  of  this 
daim,  as  famished  by  these  documents,  annexed  to 
this  report  in  the  order  of  their  dates,  may  conduce  to 
a  better  understanding  of  the  subject,  and  show  the 
grounds  and  principles  on  which  the  committee  has 
come  to  its  conclusion,. 

Early  in  tbeyear  1776,  Mr.  Beaumarchais  called  on 
Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  then  a  secret  agent  of  the  United 
States  in  London,  and  reqoested  him  to  communicate 
to  Congress  that  the  Court  of  France  was  disposed  to 
assist  the  Americans,  with  money  and  arms,  to  the 
amount  of  200,000  louis  d'or,  which  should  be  sent 
through  any  of  the  islands  in  the  West  Indies  that 
should  be  agreed  upon.  At  the  next  interview,  he 
requested  that  a  small  quantity  of  tobacco,  or  other 
commodity,  should  be  remitted,  to  give  the  intended 
aid  the  air  of  a  mercantile  transaction.  Gape  Fran- 
cois was  settled  between  them  as  the  channel  of  con- 
veyance, and  it  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Beaumarchais 
should  csrry  on  his  correspondence  with  American 
agents,  under  the  fictitious  signature  of  Roderique 
HortalcB  dc  Co. 

Soon  after  this,  Mr.  Silas  Deane  arrived  in  Paris,  as  a 
Commissioner  from  the  secret  committee  of  Congress, 
for  the  purchase  of  clothing  and  military  stores,  and 
in  July,  1776,  he  and  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  under  the 
name  of  Hortales  dt  Co.»  arranged  the  terms  under 
which  the  supplies  were  to  be  furnished.  Mr.  Beau- 
aarcbais,  it  may  be  observed,  was  not  a  merchant, 
but,  being  distinguished  for  his  wit  and  literaiy 
talents,  was  in  great  favor  at  the  Court  of  Louie  XVL 
In  the  latter  end  of  1776,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Deane, 
and  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  were  appointed  joint  Commis- 
sioners from  the  United  Sutes  to  the  Court  of  France, 
and  in  the  course  of  this  and  the  following  year  eight 
cargoes  were  shipped  by  Mr.  Beaumarchais  to  the 
United  States,  either  directly  or  through  the  West 
Indies,  which,  exclusive  of  freight,  insurance,  and 
other  charges,  amounted  to  upwards  of  three  miiUona 
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of  liTres.  Daring  the  same  and  the  tkree  foUowing 
years  remitUDoes  were  made  to  Mr.  Beaamarebais,  in 
tobacco  and  other  home  productions,  bat  to  a  small 
amount  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  his  supplies. 

In  1777  two  millions,  in  four  instalments  of  half  a 
million  each,  were  advanced  by  the  Royal  Treasury, 
on  the  receipt  of  the  American  Commissioners,  to  Mr. 
Grand,  their  banker  in  Paris ;  and  iu  June  of  the  same 
year  a  million  was  received,  in  the  same  mode,  of  the 
Farmers  General. 

During  this  time  there  seemed  to  have  been  some 
uncertainty  about  the  character  of  these  supplies,  on 
the  part  of  the  American  Commissioners,  who  sup- 
posed them  partly  furnished  by  the  King  of  France, 
either  as  a  loan  or  gratuity,  and  partly  by  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais. 

This  opinion,  which  originated  in  the  first  commu- 
nication to  Mr.  Lee  from  Mr.  Beau  marchais,  was 
strengthened  by  the  repeated  assurances  made  to  them 
by  the  French  Minister  that  no  return  was  expected 
for  these  supplies,  and  because  most  of  the  military 
atores  were  taken  from  the  King's  arsenals.  Nor  were 
the  remittances  which  were  claimed  by  Mr.  Beau  mar- 
chais, and  occasionally  made,  at  all  inconsistent  with 
the  supposition ;  as  it  had  been  part  of  the  original 
plan  to  give  the  assistance  afforded  by  France  to  the 
United  States  the  character  of  a  commercial  transac- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  concealing  it  from  the  British 
Government.  On  this  subject  there  was  an  evident 
diversity  of  opinion  among  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Lee  always  seemed  to  think  that  the  supplies 
were  furnished  by  the  Court  of  France.  Mr.  Deane 
considered  that  they  were  furnished  by  Mr.  Beaumar- 
chais,  on  his  own  account.  And,  in  February,  1778, 
Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Lee,  in  a  letter  to  the  secret 
committee  of  Congress,  recommend  Congress  to  leave 
Mr.  Beaumarcbais'  demand  to  be  settled  by  them  in 
Paris,  as  there  was  in  it  a  **  mixture  of  public  and 

Srivate  concern,**  which  Congress  could  not  ao  well 
evelope. 

In  September,  1776,  the  American  Commi^ioners, 
Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Adams,  wrote  to  the 
French  Minister,  Count  De  Vergennes,  to  ask  his  ad- 
vice relative  to  ratifying  a  contract  with  Hortales  6c 
Co.  for  further  supplies,  and  to  make  inquirv  of  him 
concerning  the  supplies  already  furnished.  They  say, 
that  both  they  and  the  people  of  America,  have  gen- 
erally understood  they  were  under  obligationa  to  His 
Majesty  for  the  greater  part  of  the  supplies,  and  that 
they  cannot  <*  discover  that  any  written  contract  was 
ever  made  between  Congress,  or  any  agent  of  theirs, 
and  the  house  of  Roderique  Hortales  die  Co.,  nor  do 
they  know  of  any  living  witoess«  or  any  other  evi- 
dence, whose  testimony  can  ascertain  as  to  who  the 
Eirsons  are  who  constitute  the  house  of  Roderique 
ortales  dc  Co.,  or  what  were  the  terms  upon  which 
the  merchandise  and  munitions  of  war  were  supplied, 
neither  as  to  the  price,  nor  the  time  or  conditions  of 
payment"  They  profess  their  readiness  to  settle  the 
accounts,  and  their  willingness  to  discharge  the  obli- 
gation, as  soon  as  Providence  shall  put  it  in  their 
power. 

To  this  letter,  Monsieur  De  Vezgennes  replied,  that 
the  King  had  furnished  nothing ;  that  he  simply  per- 
mitted Mr.  Beaumarcbais  to  provide  himself  from  the 
Royal  Arsenals,  on  condition  of  his  replacing  the  ar- 
ticles, and  that  he  would  interpose  to  prevent  the 
United  States  from  being  pressed  for  reimbursement 
of  the  articles  of  a  military  nature. 


From  this  time,  Mr.  Beaomarehaia  was  recofDiiel 
as  the  creditor  of  the  United  8tat«s  far  the  wMr 
amoont  of  these  soppties,  and  paymeiitB  wen  mtk 
to  him,  partly  in  tobaeco,  but  pnncipaUy  in  MBi  «f 
exebange,  drawn  in  his  favor  on  ear  MiiiiitcriK 
Prance,  which,  inclnding  the  remittances  preriRiSj 
made  him,  amounted  in  all,  to  opwBrda  of  ihne  td 
a  half  millions  of  lii 


In  April,  1781,  Mr.  Beanmarchaia  had  a  geoenl 
settlement  of  his  accoonu  with  Mr.  Silas  Detne,  k 
Paris ;  bnt  this  settlement  not  being  ratified  by  Cm- 
gross,  and  Mr.  Deane's  authority  to  make  it  being  d^ 
nied,  Mr.  Barclay,  who  was  sent  to  France  u  Conn! 
General,  was  invested  with  power  to  acttls  the  k- 
eounts  of  Mr.  Qeaumarehais.  He,  for  aooke  Umtrtt 
fused  to  make  a  new  settlement,  insisting  on  the  mi 
previously  made  with  Mr.  Deane,  but  he  fiaally  coi- 
aented,  and  one  was  made  in  1785,  aubject,  hamtm. 
as  it  appears,  to  the  ratification  of  Coogresi. 

The  length  of  time  required  to  examino  the  noaiff- 
oos  details  of  Mr.  Beaumarchaia'  accoonts,  and  tk 
difficulty  of  agreeing  on  variona  ehargoa  for  coibibii> 
sion,  freight,  and  insurance,  oonoerning  which,  tUn 
was  neither  a  previous  contract  nor  an  nnvaijiif 
standard,  may  fairly  account  for  the  delays  expen- 
enced  by  Mr.  Beaumarcbais,  in  the  final  adjosUseai 
of  his  accounts,  both  by  Congress  and  its  ageou,  'Z 
1787,  when,  by  the  development  of  a  new  fact,  a  dS 
culty  occurred  which  has  outlived  every  other,  ai 
which  has  laid  the  foundation  of  the  present  claim. 
'^In  February^  1783,  Dr.  Franktin  entered  into  i 
contract  or  treaty  with  the  Count  De  VeTgeaocs,  re- 
lative to  the  loans  and  subsidiea  made  by  France  u 
the  United  States,  by  which  he  acknowledged  on  tbe 
part  of  the  United  Sutea  three  millions  before  tbr 
treaty  of  Febmary,  1778,  and  six  millions  in  1781,  • 
the  gratuitous  gift  of  the  King. 

In  ittly,  1786,  on  a  aettiement  with  Mr.  Grand,  oe 
banker  at  Paris,  it  was  discovered  that  he  had  gins 
the  United  States  credit  bnt  for  two  maliions  recrind 
before  1778,  instead  of  three,  as  waa  stated  in  titf 
treaty  of  February,  1783.  •  Dr.  Franklin,  conoeiriGi 
his  character  might  be  implicated  by  this  imporua: 
variance,  wrote  to  Mr.  Grand  Ibr  an  explanation,  toi 
suggests  that  the  million  furnished  ostensibly  bv  the 
Farmers   General,    might  have  been  a  gift  of  the 
Crown.    Mr.  Grand  in  September  following,  answers, 
that  he  had  applied  to  Mr.  Dnrival,  the  principal  oi 
one  of  the  departments  of  finance,  for  a  solutjon  ei 
the  difficulty,  who  had  stated  that  there  ksd  been  aa 
advance  from  the  Royal  Tressury  of  one  millioQ,  ea 
the  10th  of  June,  1776,  in  addition  to  the  two  oiiliioai 
advanced  in  1777,  and  which  Mr.  Grand  had  receivsd. 
It  farther  appears,  that  this  anawer  of  Mr.  Darival  aet 
being  satis&etory,  Mr.  Grand  applied  to  bin  6r  a 
copy  o(  the  receipt  of  the  million  advanecd  in  isae. 
1776,  to  which  Mr.  Dnrival  replied,  that  he  hsd  laid 
Mr.  Grand's  letters  before  tha  Count  de  Veigeaaei. 
who  constantly  replied  that  the  copy  of  the  receipt  he 
required,  had  no  relation  to  the  million  received  fros 
the  Farmen  General,  nor  to  the  businesa  with  which 
he  had  been  intrusted  by  Congress,  and  it  woatd  b< 
useless  to  give  it  to  him.    On  which,  Mr.  Grand  oi>- 
serves,  that  he  could  not  conceive  the  resaon  ibr  this 
reserve. 

In  January,  1787,  Dr.  Franklin,  on  receiving  th» 
letters  from  Mr.  Grand,  oommunicated  theoi  to  Mr- 
Charles  Thomson,  Secretary  to  Coogrsss,  and  adds. 
that  he  conjectures  the  pciton  who  leceirtd  the  buI- 
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lion  in  June,  1776,  must  be  Mr.  Beaamarchais,  anU 
that  it  was  a  cabinet  secret,  (*'misterc  du  eabintt**) 
which,  perhaps,  aboulcl  not  be  further  inquired  into, 
tiniess  necessary  to  guard  against  mote  demands  than 
may  be  just  from  that  agen^.  For,  it  maj  well  be 
supposed  that  if  the  Court  furnished  him  with  the 
metoB  of  supplying  os,  they  may  not  be  willing  to 
furnish  authentic  proofii  of  snch  a  transaction  so  early 
in  our  dispute  with  Britain."  He  inquires  if  Mr* 
Beaumarchais  oontinned  to  prase  his  demands,  and 
adds,  "  It  is  true  the  million  in  qnestioB  makes  no 
difierence  in  your  accounts  with  the  King  of  France, 
it  not  being  mentioned  or  eharg«tl  &>  •<>  much  lent 
and  to  be  repaid,  but  stated  as  freely  given.  Yet  if  it 
wai  put  into  the  hands  of  any  of  yonr  agents  or 
ministers,  they  oaght  certainly  to  account  for  it." 

In  the  course  of  the  same  year,  Mr.  Beaumarcfatis 
addressed  Congress  on  the  eubjeet  of  his  account ; 
and,  whether  it  was  becanse  its  style  gave  offence,  as 
he  states  in  hie  own  memorial  of  1796,  or  the  belief 
which  now  prevailed,  that  he  had  received  the  million 
that  had  lately  eome  to  light,  no  notice  seems  to  have 
been  taken  of  his  application,  until  1789,  when  his 
accoonts  were  referred  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  t, 
comniUtee  of  the  old  Congress,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Lee,  Mr.  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Osgood,  who  re- 
port, among  other  things,  that  the  balance  claimed  by 
Mr.  Beaumarohaia,  on  his  account,  certified  by  Mr. 
Deine  in  1781/  then  amounted  to  about  $900,000, 
and  that  the  debits  against  the  United  Btatee  had  no 
other  voucher  to  support  them,  but  the  certificate  of 
Mr.  Deane.  They  make  various  deductions,  for 
charges  of  commiesion,  insurance,  and  two  of  the  car- 
goes said  not  to  have  reached  the  United  States,  and 
find  a  balance  due  the  United  States,  of,  livres,  743,- 
413  9.5,  **  exclosive  of  the  one  million  of  livres,  which 
(if  received  hy  Mr.  Beaumarchais  from  the  Court  of 
Prance)  must  be  added  tbes«to;"  and  they  submit 
two  resoiutiona — Ist  That  the  aettlement  with  Mr. 
Deane,  in  April,  1781,  waanot  binding  on  the  United 
Sutes;  and,  3d.  That  Mr.  Beaamarehais  settle  hb 
aecoQBU  at  die  Treasury  of  the  Unilied  States,  and  be 
required  to  transmit  the  necesaaiy  vouchers  in  sup- 
port of  the  same. 

After  the  new  Constitution  went  into  operation, 
Mr.  J.  A.  Cbevalli^,  as  the  agent  of  Mr.  Beaumar- 
chais, applied  to  the  Treasury  Department  fbr  a  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  his  principal ;  and,  in  May, 
1793,  the  Auditor  certified  that  the  same  had  been  ex- 
amined and  adjusted  by  him.  He  adverts  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  Board  of  Treasury,  in  1788,  and  makes 
>  difierent,  and,  as  the  committee  think,  a  correct  de- 
cision on  Uie  contested  questions,  of  insurance,  com- 
mission, chargea  of  merchandise,  and  the  two  cargoes 
erroneously  supposed  not  to  have  reached  the  United 
States ;  and  he  finds  the  balance  due  to  Mr.  Beau- 
iDarchais  to  be,  livrec,  3,380,331  17.8.  But  he  sub- 
joins a  note,  that  the  million  which  had  been  ad- 
vanced by  the  French  Government,  on  the  10th  June, 
1776,  to  somebody,  had  been,  probably,  received  by 
Mr.  Beaumarchais,  and  he  therefore  recommends  that 
the  payment  of  the  balance  found  due  from  the  United 
^tes  should  be  suspended  until  *^  some  further  meas- 
ure! could  be  taken,^'  to  dear  up  the  mystery.  This 
deport  seemed  to  have  received  the  sanction  of  the 
^mptroHer  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

In  June,  1794,  Mr.  Oouverneur  Morris,  then  our 
Minister  to  the  French  Republic,  addreased  a  note  to 
Mr.  Buchot,  ihe  Commissary  of  Exterior  Relations, 


for  information  relative  to  the  million  advanced  in 
June,  1776,  to  whom  it  was  paid,  and  for  what  ob- 
jects expended,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  opposing 
this  sum  against  the  claims  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  in 
case  he  should  have  been  the  person  who  received  it. 
In  reply  to  which,  Mr.  Buchot  sends  a  copy  of  a  ro" 
ceipt,  dated  the  lOth  of  June,  1776,  and  given  by  Mr. 
Beaumarchais,  for  one  million  of  livres,  paid  by  the 
order  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  and  to  be  accounted 
for  to  him  ;  which  receipt,  Mr.  Buchot  remarks,  **  ap- 
pears to  be  the  one  necessary  to  the  United  States,  m 
adjusting  their  ajccounts.*' 

After  the  disclosure  of  this  receipt,  no  doubt  seemed 
to  be  entertained  that  Mr.  Beaumarchais  was  the  per- 
son who  had  received  the  million  of  livres,  advanced 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  in  Jnne^  1775,  and 
he  was  held  accountable  for  that  amount  by  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury,  though  the  charge 
was  earnestly  reaisted  by  Mr.Beattmarchais,  in  a  long 
«nd  eloquent  memorial,  addressed  to  the  President,  in 
1796,  as,  also,  by  his  agent,  before  and  after  his  death, 
in  1799,  and  was,  in  1803,  the  subiect  of  a  remon- 
strance from  Mr.  Piehon,  the  charge  de  affaires  from 
France  to  the  United  States. 

In  1806,  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais  were 
definitively  settled  by  the  Comptroller,  and  after  char- 
ging him  with  the  million  received  on  the  lOth  June, 
1776,  with  interest  from  that  date,  a  balance  of  333,- 
046  13.3,  equal  to  $41,119  74,  was  found  due  him  on 
the  1st  January,  1791. 

In  1806,  Madame  Eugenie  Beaumarchale  de  la 
Rue,  the  only  daughter  and  heiress  of  Mr.  Beaumaz- 
ohais,  by  a  memorial  presented  through  her  agent, 
made  an  eppeal  to  Congrees  from  the  decision  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  which  haa  been  renewed,  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  present  period. 

The-  se^'eral  reportt  which  have  been  made  by  the 
oommitteee  to  whom  this  claim  has  been  referred,  ae 
they  contain  nearly  aU  the  arguments  that  can  be 
urged,  either  lor  or  against  its  merits,  are  annexed  to 
this  report,  and  they  may  be  here  briefly  noticed. 

In  1806,  the  Committee  of  Claims  made  an  unfa- 
vorable report,  except  as  to  the  balance  of  $41,1 19  74, 
which,  with  intereet  from  the  1st  January,  1791,  was 
peid  to  the  daimants. 

A  note  Irom  General  Turreau,  the  French  Minis- 
ter, accompanied  the  petition  of  the  claimant,  in  which 
it  was  suted  for  the  first  time,  that,  in  consequence  of 
a  minute  search  in  the  records  of  the  Department  of 
Foreign  Relations,  there  had  been  found  in  a  file,  en- 
titled **  United  Sutes,"  a  receipt  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais 
of  the  10th  of  June,  1776,  for  a  million,  which  was 
**  given  to  him  by  orders  from  the  King,  for  an  objeet 
of  secret  political  service  of  which  he  reserved  the 
knowledge  to  himself,"  as  well  as  the  account  ren- 
dered in  the  same  year,  by  Mr.  De  Vergennes  to  the 
King,  of  ihe  application  of  that  sum,  in  conformity 
with  his  instructions.  This  commonioation  was  ao- 
oompanied  by  observations  and  argumenta  on  the  part 
of  the  Minister,  in  favor  of  the  claim. 

In  the  following  year,  the  Preslii^nt,  by  a  Message 
dated  February  6,  1807,  again  brought  the  subject  to 
the  notice  of  Congress,  and  at  the  same  time  commu- 
nicated a  note  from  the  French  Minister,  together 
with  his  answers  to  the  objections  which  had  been 
made  to  the  claim,  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  Sec- 
reUiy  of  the  Treasury,  addressed  to  the  committee  of 
the  preceding  year.  The  note  from  the  minister  thus 
concludes :  <'  The  present  Gov^rament  of  Frtnoe  has 
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mada  all  poaaible  research,  in  order  to  eDiighten  iu 
eqaity  and  iu  jaatice,  in  an  affair  which  intereata  a 
family,  whoae  head  employed  all  the  fortune  which 
he  ought  to  have  left  it,  to  the  aupport  of  the  Amert* 
can  cauae  ;  and  it  is,  after  the  most  intimate  convic- 
tion, that  this  sum  is  due  to  Mr.  Be  Beaumarchais, 
that  it  has  charged  its  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  de- 
clare now,  that  the  million  given  on  the  10th  Jane, 
1776,  to  Mr.  De  Beaumarchais,  was  employed  in  a 
aecret  service ;  that  an  account  of  it  has  been  rendered 
to  the  King,  and  approved  by  him,  and  that  it  waa 
not  given  on  account  of  supplies  furnished  by  the  said 
Beaumarchais  to  the  United  States."  The  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  to  whom  the  subject  waa  referred,  on 
the  faith  of  this  declaration,  made  a  favorable  report ; 
but  aa  questions  of  law  might  arise  in  investigating  the 
case,  they  recommended  that  the  claim  be  submitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  instructions  to  report 
to  Congress  at  the  ensuing  session. 

This  course  was  adopted,  und  in  December  1807, 
the  Secretary  of  State  reported  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Rodney,  the  Attorney  General,  on  the  queation,  whe- 
ther the  eootroverted  million  ought  to  be  regarded  as 
a  legal  payment  by  the  United  States,  which  opinion, 
after  a  full  examination  of  the  subject,  was  thus  sum- 
med upt  '*  that  the  plea  of  payment  or  discount  oould 
not  be  supported,  unless  collusion  with  Beaumarchiaa 
be  attributed  to  the  French  Government ;  an  idea  in- 
admissible, and  which  oould  not  enter  into  his  view  of 
the  case." 

In  March,  1613,  the  ittb|ect  was  again  referred  to 
the  Cpmrnittee  of  Claima,  who  made  an  unfavorable 
report,  in  the  words  of  the  report  of  a  former  Commit- 
tee of  Claima  in  1806,  with  the  addition  of  a  letter 
Iron  Mr.  Pinkney,  then  Atlomey  General,  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  in  which  he  says,  that 
'*  viewing  the  question  as  a  mere  matter  of  Jaw,  he 
was  compelled  to  say»  that  the  title  to  the  deduction 
insisted  upon  must  be  shown  by  the  United  States, 
and  that  the  evidence  would  not  be  anffieieut  to  estab- 
liah  it  in  a  court  ol  justice." 

In  January,  1817,  the  aubject  was  "  recommended 
to  the  favorable  attention  "  of  Congreas,  by  a  Message 
from  the  Presideni,  who  st  the  sane  time  transmitted 
a  letter  from  Mr.  De  Neuville,  Minister  from  France, 
to  the  United  States,  in  supponrt  of  the  claim,  and  the 
correspondence  which  had  taken  place  during  the  pre- 
ceding year,  between  Mr.  Gallatin  our  Minister  in 
Prance,  and  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  Minister  of  Foreign 
Aiiiirs,  relative  to  the  subject  The  claim  waa  refer- 
red to  a  committee  who  did  not  act  on  it  And  in  the 
fellowiug  year,  the  present  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  a  special  Message  in  January,  I8I8,  gate 
the  claim  a  similar  recommendation.  It  was  accord- 
ingly referred  to  a  select  committee,  who,  after  a  veiy 
elaborate  report  on  the  facta  and  merita  of  the  ease, 
decided  in  fevor  of  the  claim  ;  but  their  decision  was 
negatived  by  the  Houae. 

In  March,  1814,  a  select  committee  made  an  unfa- 
vorable report  on  the  daim. 

In  March,  1822,  another  Message  waa  received  from 
the  President,  transmitting  three  letters  from  Mr.  De 
Neuville  on  the  subject  of  the  claim,  and  recommend- 
ing it  to  the  lavor  of  Congreaa  aa  before,  but  the  aub- 
ject was  not  acted  on. 

At  the  aucceeding  seesiont  this  Meseagc  was  refer- 
red to  a  eelect  committee,  who  on  the  28th  January, 
1823,  reported  a  bill  in  fevor  of  the  claimaBl,  which 


for  the  want  of  time,  passed  only  to  a  aacond  m^ 
ing. 

It  thus  appears,  that  one  Conunittee  of  CUia^tw 
select  committees,  and  two  Attorney  GeDenli»  bra 
decided  in  favor  of  the  claim,  either  ou  the  gnaa^  if 
its  justice,  or  of  the  illegality  of  the  discount  6aad 
by  the  United  Sutes,  and  that  two  CoiaminMi  af 
Claims  and  one  select  oomLsaittee  have  ^tM 
againat  it 

After  the  meet  attentive  ezamiaaAieo  ofdMii* 
merons  dooumeots  in  which  the  abov«  mentMNwdte 
are  disclosed,  the  committee  are  of  opinioB,  tha, 
though  the  disposition  of  the  million  of  livrcs  reoM 
by  Mr.  Beaumardiais,  in  June,  1776,  is  involvda 
some  uncertainty,  which  may  aetrer  be  eatinlj  it 
polled,  yet  they  think  there  ia  strenff  peisuasivf  m 
denoe,  thai  it  wee  meant  by  the  Ki^  of  Fnact  t 
aosist  Mr.  Beaumarchais  in  the  purchase  of  thoteis^ 
plies  with  which  he  furnished  the  United  Sute  b 
aupport  of  their  opinion,  they  rely  on  the  foBovof 
fects:  The  fitst  offer  of  the  French  Govcnaietia 
render  aeciet  aaaistance  to  the  United  States,  vs 
made  through  Mr.  BcaUmarchaie.  The  aBooatif 
auppliea  which  he  afterwards  iumisbed,  was  Ut  W 
yond  hia  appereat  reaourcee ;  and  hie  femsr  kato 
and  pursuits  though  they  comported  very  well  vli 
the  character  of  a  eeeret  peiitaoal  agent*  leadsied  Ihb 
but  ill  4|uaUfied  for  commercial  transaftjons  UfAi 
not  all  the  artielee  of  a  military  nature,  were  tskn 
from  the  KingV  arsenals.  The  opinioii,  that  the  «f 
plies  were  furnished  principaUy,  if  not  altogether  kf 
the  King,  waa  entertained  for  two  yeara  by  the  Aaf- 
rlcan  Commissionera,  who  were  on  the  spot  Th«» 
posted  declaratiotta  of  the  ^^nisier  himseli;totki 
same  effect,  aa  evinced  not  only  by  repeated  km 
from  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  but  by  the  joint  letters  of  ibi 
three  Commiieioners  to  the  Secret  Committse  of  C» 
gresa,  dated  7th  October,  1777.  The  prssoapM 
arising  from  theee  fects,  receive  the  stieogert  enfr 
motion*  from  the  letter  written  by  the  Count  Ds  Y» 
gennes  to  Unis  XVI.,  dated  May  2d,  1776,  ithtkB 
taken  from  the  history  of  the  French  diplomacy,  o^ 
beUeved  to  be  antheatic,  in  which  he  apeaks  of  botf 
authorized  by  the  King,  '*  to  furnish  a  millisa  of  line 
for  the  use  of  the  En  jUsh  colonieo,"  and  of  the  &■» 
mission  of  the  funds  which  his  Majesty  was  pieie^ 
to  grant  the  Americana,  and  of  directing  the  bcc» 
aaiy  precautions  to  be  taken,  as  if  the  pn^nied  ag«A 
Monsieur  Montandon,  advanced  the  fiinds  oa  his  on 
account  He  mentions  alao,  the  reply  he  ha^a»j| 
to  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  which  was  evidently  fr^°"^ 
and  connected  with  the  same  suhject ;  and  ststei.  ut 
precautionary  steps  he  had  takon  to  preveot  diso»*«^ 
as  it  was  of  consequence  that  the  operatioo  ihew 
not  be  known,  or  *' imputed  to  the  Govemmsnt.'' 

From  this  letUr,  it  is  clear  thai  the  millioo  b«e 
spoken  of,  was  intended  to  be  paid  to  the  Uaitcii  Bum 
and  not  to  others,  for  aome  secret  servics ;  thst  Mi. 
Beaumarchais  had  a  principal  agency  in  the  t»ay 
tion,  and  that  in  speaking  of  the  impertanoe  of  im<<7* 
the  language  appliea  rather  to  thoae  aids  which  w 
policy  might  wish  to  conceal  from  Great  Bxitau^i  u>* 
to  that  spedee  of  political  services  which  laigh^  * 
volve  the  characUr  of  individuals,  and  the  boner  a 
the  nation. 

The  same  work  aftbrda  another  piees  of  o^**^^ 
ing  testimony.  In  a  letter  from  Louis  X VL  to  ib< 
King  of  Spain,  dated  January  8th,  1778,  he  sp^ 
**  succors  of  money  and  other  kinds,"  which  fw* 
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la«d  given  the  United  States,  the  whole  ostensibly  on 
xJhe  score  of  trade. 

To  this  mass  of  testimony  which  has  been  gradually 
dieited  in  the  successive  investigations  on  Uie  subject, 
it  ia  objected : 

Firai  Ohjtetion,  That,  whatever  motives  the  French 
Government  might  have  had  before  1778,  for  conceal- 
ing the  advance  of  this  million,  it  could  have  had  none, 
mfter  it  had  openly  espoused  the  American  cause,  ex- 
cept those  that  are  incident  to  all  disbursements  of 
secret  service  money. 

To  this  it  may  be  remarked,  that,  though  the  mo- 
tives for  concealment  were  much  weakened  after  their 
open  ruDture  with  Great  Britain,  yet  they  might  be 
eupposeu  not  to  have  entirely  ceased  after  that  event, 
for,  as  Dr.  Franklin  remarks,  France  might  not  be 
-willing  to  furnish  authentic  proo£i  of  such  a  transac- 
tion, so  early,  in  our  dispute  with  Great  Britain;  and 
that  sagacious  observer  considered  this  reason  suffi- 
cient to  account  for  the  mystery  in  which  the  *Most 
million''  was  involved.  Besides,  other  facts  have  been 
concealed,  long  after  any  necessity  for  concealment 
could  be  supposed  to  exist.  It  was  not  until  1794  that 
the  seemingly  unimportant  fact,  that  Mr.  Beaumar^ 
chais  was  the  person  who  received  the  money  was 
commnnicatedy  nor  until  1806  that  it  was  declared  to 
be  for  a  secret  political  service. 

Second  Ohjetlum,  That,  as  the  knowledge  of  this 
raiilion  grew  out  of  the  contract  of  February,  1788, 
long  after  Mr.  Beaumarchais  had  been  the  creditor  of 
the  United  States,  he  ought  not  to  be  affected  by  an 
instrument  to  which  he  was  no  party,  and  of  which  he 
had  no  notice. 

The  committee  think,  that  so  fiir  aa  concerns  this 
transaction,  neither  Mr.  Beaumarchais  nor  the  United 
States  are  bound  by  this  contract.  They,  because 
they  had  no  knowledge  of  the  fieicts  which  have*  since 
been  disclosed;  and  he,  because  he  was  no  party. 
But,  he  is  bound  by  his  own  receipt,  taken  together 
with  that  evidence,  which  shows  the  money  to  have 
been  received  for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Third  Objteiion,  That  he  has  accounted  for  the 
disbursement  of  the  money  to  his  own  Government, 
to  whom  alone  he  was  responsible. 

The  only  direet  evidence  of  the  fact,  that  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais had  accounted  to  his  Government  for  the 
disbursement  of  the  million  received  in  June,  1776,  is 
to  be  found  in  the  paper  subscribed  by  the  King's  own 
hand,  dated  December  7,  1776,  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  the  million  of  livres,  aaplieable  to  secret  political 
services,  had  been  *'  applied  to  the  purposes  intended 
by  the  King."  But  granting  that  this  expression  did 
not  mean  to  refer  simply  to  the  payment  of  the  money 
to  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  but  to  that  disposition  of  it 
which  he  should  make ;  still  it  is  not  presumed  that 
any  other  evidence  would  be  required  of  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais, that  the  money  had  been  applied  to  its  in- 
tended purpose,  than  that  he  had  actually  purchased 
and  transmitted  the  supplies,  which  evidence  he  could 
probably  find  no  difficulty  in  furnishing  at  the  date  of 
the  King's  letter,  as  the  three  first  cargoes,  amounting 
to  a  million  and  a  half,  actually  left  France  before  the 
6th  of  February,  1777;  and  one  million  of  that  sum 
may  easily  have  been  expended  in  their  purchase,  be- 
fore the  6th  of  December  preceding;  and  indeed,  in 
Mr.  Beaumarchais'  own  letter  to  Congress,  of  the  1st 
December,  1776,  he  states  the  amount  of  hia  advances 
J*  to  be  about  one  million.  Besides  thos  satisfying  hie  own 
Government  that  he  had  fulfilled  its  wiihei,  doef  not 
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do  away  his  obligation  to  account  with  the  United 
States  for  the  money  received  to  their  use,  for  that 
would  enable  him,  in  part,  to  frustrate,  instead  of  ful- 
filling, the  generous  purposes  of  his  Government. 

Fourth  Objection,  That,  whatever  may  be  the 
doubts  about  the  fact,  the  evidence  is  not  sufficient  to 
establish  a  legal  discount  against  Mr.  Beaumarchais^ 
in  a  case  in  which  the  burden  of  proof  lies  on  the 
United  8ut4^ 

If  this  were  the  case,  the  claim  ought  long  since  to  have 
been  settled  by  the  aooounting  officers  of  the  Treasury, 
as  they  would  not  probably  feel  themselves  bound  to 
altow  any  evidence  in  fttvor  of  a  discount,  that  would 
be  rejected  by  a  conrt  of  justice.  But,  granting  thai 
they  would,  yet  it  must  be  recollected  that  the  settlement 
now  complained  of  has  received  the  sanction  of  three 
successive  Administrations,  and  Oongress  is  applied  to, 
not  in  the  ordinary  case  of  allowing  a.  claim  for  which 
the  law  has  made  no  provision,  but  to  make  a  dififerent 
decision,  on  a  mere  point  of  evidence,  from  that  which 
has  been  made  by  the  department,  whose  particular 
province  it  ii  to  settle  all  accounts  in  which  the  Gtov* 
emment  is  a  party,  and  whose  functions  bnt  qualify  it 
for  the  correct  discharge  of  that  duty.  And,  althougb 
the  magnitude  of  the  claim,  and  the  acknowledged 
services  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  may  warrant  Congress 
in  revising  the  decision  of  their  accounting  officers, 
yet,  assuredly,  they  cannot  be  under  any  obligation,  in 
exercising  this  extraordinary  interposition,  to  pay  the 
claim,  so  long  as  they  have  strong  doubts  of  its 
justice. 

But  it  is  ftirtber  contended  that  the  repeated  deela- 
rations  of  the  French  Government  ought  to  outweigh 
the  presumption  arising  from  this  mass  of  circumstan* 
tial  evidence. 

If,  indeed,  the  proper  functionaries  of  that  Govern- 
ment, who  were  privy  to  the  transaction,  had  explicit- 
ly declared  that  this  million  had  not  been  used  fay  Mr. 
Beaumarchais  in  the  purchase  of  the  supplies  which 
he  furnished  to  the  United  States,  the  comity  and 
respect,  which  ought  to  prevail  between  civilized  na- 
tions in  their  friendly  intercourse,  might  have  bound 
us  to  receive  the  declaration  as  conclusive.  But  such 
is  not  the  fact :  the  Count  de  Veigennes,  who  alone 
could  speak  from  personal  knowledge,  so  far  from  ma* 
king  such  a  declaration,  did  not  mention,  either  at  the 
time  of  the  treaty  of  February,  1783,  or  when  applied 
to,  by  Mr.  Durival,  in  1786,  that  Mr.  Beaumarchais 
waf  the  person  who  received  the  money.  He  says 
nothing  even  about  its  being  for  a  secret  political  ser- 
vice. For  aught  that  appears,  he  was  not  aware  that 
the  inquiry  was  material  in  our  settlement  with  Mr. 
Baaumardiais,  or  was  made  for  any  other  purpose 
than  to  exculpate  Mr.  Grand  and  Dr.  Franklin.  And 
this  ailence  on  fiicts,  which  have  been  since  comma- 
nicated,  and  which  no  considerations  of  national  pru- 
dence or  State  policy  required  him,  even  then,  to  con- 
ceal, affords  some  presumption  that  he  expected  Mr. 
Beaumarchais  would  account  for  it,  which  is  not  in- 
deed very  strong,  but  is  quite  as  much  so  as  any  other 
that  is  favorable  to  the  claim.  When,  afterwards,  in 
1794,  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais  was  brought  to 
light,  Mr.  Buchot,  the  organ  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, who  produced  it,  indirectly  admits  that  Mr. 
Beaumarchais  was  accountable  to  the  United  States 
for  its  amount.  If  the  subsequent  declarations  of  Gen« 
era!  Turreau  and  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  to  the  con- 
trary, have  been  in  more  positive  terms,  it  is  manifest 
that  they  do  not  speak  from  any  personal  knowledge 
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of  the  transaction,  but  draw  infarencea  from  facta,  of 
which  we,  having  the  aame  meana  of  judging  aa  them- 
aelvea,  have  a  right  to  make  a  different  eatimate. 

Upon  a  full  and  candid  review  of  the  whole  caae, 
whatever  may  be  our  private  wiahea  on  the  aubject, 
and  however  it  may  be  regretted  that  a  controversy 
ahould  arise  in  settling  the  compensation  for  the  most 
important  aervices,  rendered  with  the  moat  friendly 
sentiments,  at  a  very  critical  period  of  the  Revolution, 
yet,  if  the  case  be  regarded  aa  a  mere  money  transac- 
tion between  a  private  individual  and  thia  Government, 
and  be  judged  by  the  rules  of  aecondary  evidence,  (the 
best  being  in  the  possession  of  the  party  or  his  Gov- 
ernment,) the  committee  are  compelled  to  say,  that 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  were  juatified  equitable, 
in  refusing  payment  of  the  million  in  question,  and 
that  the  Legislature  would  not  be  warranted  in  re- 
versing their  deciaion. 

But  the  connexion  which  this  transaction  has  with 
the  French  Government,  and  the  delicate  relation  in 
which  it  places  the  United  Statea  with  that  Govern- 
ment, are  not  to  be  overlooked  in  this  controversy. 
They  make,  as  the  committee  think,  an  essential  alter- 
ation in  its  character,  and  create,  on  the  United  Statea, 
A  new  duty. 

The  amount  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais'  original  claim 
is  undisputed.  It  has  been  adjusted,  by  the  officers 
of  our  own  Government,  to  their  own  satisfaction,  and 
the  discount  which  we  claim  was  not  paid  by  ourselves, 
but,  as  we  say,  by  the  French  Government,  by  part  of 
a  voluntary  gift  to  the  United  States.  But  that  Gov- 
ernment says,  that  the  million  which  we  seek  to  use 
aa  a  discount,  was  expended  for  our  benefit,  in  a  pur- 
pose which  both  policy  and  honor  forbid  them  to  die- 
dose,  and  that  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  who  was  their  agent 
as  well  as  ours,  ought  not  to  be  accountable  to  us  for 
its  disbursement.  Now,  however  we  may  be  inclined  to 
think  them  mistaken,  it  seems  to  the  committee  that  the 
self-respect  of  this  nation  will  not  permit  it  to  dispute, 
with  a  donor,  the  character  and  object  of  his  gift.  On 
this  question  the  wishes  of  France  should  supply  the 
place  of  proof;  and,  as  we  received  the  declarations 
of  the  Count  de  Yergennes,  in  1778,  with  regard  to 
the  military  stores  furnished  by  Mr.  Beaumarchaia,  aa 
concluaive ;  as,  in  1783,  we  acknowledged  the  receipt 


made  of  the  property  of  our  citiaens  during  the  Impe- 
rial Government,  the  committee  think  that  the  claim 
had  better  be  left  to  the  friendly  adjustment  of  the 
two  Governments ;  and  the  rather,  as,  in  the  coam 
of  the  negotiation,  on  the  scene  of  the  transactioo, 
further  facts  may  be  developed  to  dispel  the  obscoritj 
in  which  it  is  involved,  and  remove  the  doubts  of  either 
nation.  With  this  view,  they  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  claim  of  the  petitioner,  Eugenie 
Amelie  Beaumarchais  De  la  Rue,  be  referred  to  the 
Bzecutive  of  the  United  States,  to  be  adjusted  in  the 
pending  negotiations  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  on  such  terma  as  they  may  think  just  and 


evidence  of  the  fact  than  the  declaration  of  the  French 
Government,  so  now  that  it  is  disclosed  that  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais was  the  person  who  received  the  money,  we 
are  equally  bound  to  receive  their  declarations  respect- 
ing it,  and  consider  him  as  not  chargeable  with  this 
million.  For,  if  the  French  Government  is  right,  then 
we  owe  the  money  without  a  question ;  and,  if  it  is 
mistaken,  then,  in  paying  the  money,  we  merely  re- 
turn a  part  of  the  gift  we  received,  rather  than  insist 
on  applying  it  to  a  purpose  to  which  the  dondr  objects. 
And  we  should  feel  less  hesitation  in  taking  this 
course,  as  we  thereby  avoid  the  risk  (which  inferior 
evidence  always  implies)  of  injustice  to  the  family  of 
one  whose  meritorious  aervices  to  thia  nation,  in  the 
hour  of  its  utmost  need,  our  foreign  agents  all  concur- 
red in  acknowledging. 

But,  inasmuch  as  the  obligation  of  the  United  States 
to  pay  thia  money,  ariaes,  in  the  view  taken  of  it  by 
the  committee,  firom  the  relation  in  which  we  atand 
to  the  French  Government,  and  as  that  Government 
has  introduced  the  claim  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais'  heirs 
into  the  negotiation  which  has  been  for  some  time  car- 
ried on,  and  is  yet  pending,  betyreen  the  two  nationa. 


THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  Condict  in  the  Chair,)  on  the 
bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  respecting  duties  on 
imports. 

Tlie  question,  pending  from  the  last  day  of  sit* 
ting,  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  to  strike 
out  the  clause  imposing  a  duty  of  six  cents  per 
square  yard  on  coUon  bagging  imported — 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  a 
disposition  to  offer  a  word  or  two  in  repir  to  the 

fmtleman  from  Kentucky,  had  induced  him,  oa 
riday,  at  a  late  hour,  to  move  the  Committee  to 
rise ;  and  he  would  now  briefly  redeem  this  con- 
structive pledge.  That  gentleman  had  broadlf 
asserted  that  the  cotton  bagging  of  the  West  has 
no  protection,  and  to  this  declaration  he  desired  the 
Committee  to  advert ;  for,  he  presumed,  the  gentle- 
man had  forgotten  the  existing  duty  of  twenty  per 
cent.,^n  effect,  on  the  article  in  question,  and  a 
duty  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  on  the  raw  material 
of  which  it  is  composed.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would 
offer  this  short  detail,  in  proof  of  what  he  bad  thus 
affirmed — a  piece  of  cotton  bagging,  of  belweea 
sixty  and  seventy  yards,  costs,  in  England  or  Scot- 
land, at  fourteen  cents  per  yard,  about  eight  dol- 
lars and  forty  cents,  on  which  there  was  paid, 


of  the  mUlion  i'n  question,  without  requiring  any  other    ^^re,  a  duty  of  one  dollar  and  eighty-four  cents; 

~  so  that,  without  addms  freight  and  insurance,  for 

every  eight  or  nine  dollars'  worth  of  bagging,  used 
in  the  United  States,  there  was  a  clear  protectioa 
to  Kentucky  of  one  dollar  and  eighty-four  cents. 
This  was,  however,  not  enough— Tor  the  doty  pro- 
posed in  the  bill  under  consideration,  was  equiva- 
lent to  seventy-one  per  cent.  This  would  be  its 
operation  ;  for,  on  a  piece  of  cotton  bagging  of 
sixty  running,  or  seventy  square  yards,  at  six  cents 
per  square  yard,  $4  20  would  be  the  amount  of 
the  duty,  to  which  is  to  be  added  the  bounty  al- 
lowed in  England,  on  exportation,  of  three  cents 
per  pound,  under  the  operation  ot  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  will  be  $1  80,  making  an 
aggre£[ate  duty  of  $6  on  a  piece  of  bagging  cost- 
ing originally  but  ^8  40. 

The  gentleman  also  affirms,  said  Mr.  H.,  thit 
the  raw  material  is  insufficiently  protected.  Any 
tbinff  beyond  the  present  rate  of^  duty  and  charges 
would  seem  to  be  a  prohibition  ;  for,  it  has  been 
unanswerably  made  out  by  a  variety  of  statements, 

, ^_  ^ ^, , ,   founded  upon  undeniable  data,  that,  if  you  add  w 

with  regard  to  the  illegal  seizures  and  copfiseatioBs  *  the  duty  of  930  on  each  ton  of  imported  hemp 
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the  origiDal  cost  of  the  artieU,  with  that  of  trans- 
portation from  the  province  in  which  it  is  raised 
to  St.  Petersbui|;,  with  freight,  insurance,  com- 
mission, and  difference  of  exchange,  that  tne  pro- 
tection now  was  equivalent  to  a  duty  of  one  hun- 
dred per  cent.  And  here  he  would  notice  a  remark 
whicn  fell  from  the  honorable  gentleman  in  regard 
to  the  Western  hemp)  which,  he  had  assured  us, 
was  at  least  ten  per  cent,  stronger  than  the  Rus- 
sian. The  House  were  in  possession  of  a  docu- 
ment, on  this  subject,  which  might  be  as  valuable 
as  the  experience  of  the  gentleman.  The  Navy 
Commissioners  had  transmitted  a  letter,  (he  be- 
lieved to  the  Senate,  and.  during  the  recess  of  the 
House  since  Friday,  he  nad  conversed  with  some 
of  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject,)  in  which 
it  is  stated  that  this  apparent  excellence  of  the 
Western  hemp  was  altogether  fallacious ;  for  al- 
though, when  new,  it  was  apparently  as  strong  as 
the  Kussian  hemp,  yet,  in  durabiHty,  it  was  not  at 
all  comparable ;  so  little  so,  that  in  the  naval  con- 
tracts for  cordage,  there  was  uniformly  introduced 
a  stipulation  that  the  supplies  of  rope,  cable,  dbc, 
should  be  fabricated  of  the  imported  article.  This 
difference  between  the  home  and  foreign  hemp 
did  not  result,  perhaps,  from  any  intrinsic  inferi- 
ority, but  from  the  mode  of  its  preparation.  It 
was  understood  that  the  Russian  hemp  was  all 
water  rotted,  whilst  that  of  the  West  was  merely 
submitted  to  the  more  gradual  process  by  exposure 
to  the  dew.  The  latter  course  was  pursued  among 
our  brethren  of  the  West,  from  judicious  con- 
siderations of  health,  as  the  multiplication  of 
stagnant  ponds,  covered  with  the  vegetable  putre- 
faction of  this  process,  would,  undoubtedly,  fa«  seri- 
ously pernicious  to  those  immediately  within  their 
influence.  This  was,  perhaps,  one  of  the  bless- 
ings of  the  bill  which  was  to  operate  so  benefi- 
cially, in  ail  quarters,  by  the  effect  of  the  proposed 
bounty. 

Mr.  H  said,  he  desired  to  set  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  right  in  another  particular,  before 
he  took  his  seat.  He  has  informed  the  Committee 
that  the  duty  on  coarse  cottons  operates  as  a  pro- 
tection on  the  cotton-growing  States,  and  was  so 
solicited  and  considered  by  our  representatives 
when  it  was  imposed.  My  lamentea  predecessor 
(Mr.  LowNOEs)  did  not  so  consider  it  in  the 
masterly  view  he  took  of  this  subject,  and  it  was 
a  part  of  the  scope  of  the  luminous  argument  he 
offered  on  the  tariff  of  1820  (one  of  the  greatest 
and  brightest  of  his  efforts)  to  show  the  impolicy 
of  this  duty  in  its  direct  effect  on  our  East  India 
trade.  But  it  is  altogether  beyond  my  scrutiny, 
said  Mr.  H.,  to  discover  how  this  duty  on  coarse 
manufactured  cottons  can  operate  as  a  protection 
to  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  when  we  do  not 
dread  the  raw  material  in  any  shape  in  which  it 
may  be  introduced.  Indeed,  we  are  so  often  up- 
braided for  estimating  too  lightly  this,  and  the 
duty  of  three  cents  on  the  uafabricated  article, 
that  I  am  disposed^  in  the  name  of  the  State  I  rep- 
resent, to  offer  a  fair  compromise — relieve  us  from 
the  overwhelming  pressure  of  the  restriction  of 
the  bill  under  consideration,  and  we  will  cheerfully 
surrender  this  vast  protection  upon  our  cotton, 


and  every  other  which  may  be  supposed  to  favor 
our  agricultural  products.  The  true  meaning, 
however,  of  the  term  (said  Mr.  H.)  in  the  voca- 
bulary of  the  gentleman  from  Peunsylvania^  of 
protection,  throughout  his  whole  bill,  is  prohibi* 
tion,  and  this  the  nation  will  at  last  understand. 

Mr  Trxmblb,  of  Kentucky,  again  took  the  floor, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Hamilton.  He  now  understood 
it  to  be  admitted,  that  the  hemp  of  Kentucky,  is, 
on  its  first  trial,  ten  per  cent  stronger  than  the 
hemp  of  Russia — but,  it  was  contended,  became 
weaker  by  use.  In  this  respect,  Mr.  T.  said,  if 
the  fact  were  as  stated,  the  hemp  resembled  some 
arguments  he  had  heard — they  seemed  strong  at 
first,  but  become  weaker  and  weaker  the  more  tney 
were  tried.  Mr.  T.  had  some  doubt  of  the  fact 
respecting  the  hemp,  however,  not  believing  that 
there  couid  be  any  thing  in  the  climate  of  the  coun- 
try which,  after  producing  the  strongest  hemp, 
should  take  awaj  its  strength.  Mr.  T.  replied  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman,  that,  if  this  duty 
on  baffging  were  notlaid,  he  would  be  willing  to 
take  OH  the  duty  on  cotton.  If  he  did  that,  Sf  r. 
T.  said,  he  would  venture  to  say.  that  the  gentle- 
man's constituents  would  take  nim  out  of  this 
House,  and  send  somebody  here,  in  his  place,  who 
would  put  the  duty  on  again.  With  regard  to 
the  local  feelings  and  interests,  a^inst  the  influ- 
ence of  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
protested  the  other  day,  Mr.  T.  said,  that  no  man 
could  discharge  his  duty  to  the  public  at  large,  if, 
in  making  out  a  tariff  of  duties,  he  did  not  looc  to 
local  as  well  as  general  interests.  The  tariff  can- 
not be  equalized  unless  by  doing  so,  and  it  was 
the  duty  of  a  statesman,  to  look  to  such  consider- 
ations. To  form  an  equitable  tariff,  the  pressure 
must  be  lessened  in  some  places,  and  increased  in 
others,  dtc. — and,  after  all  that  can  be  done  is  done 
for  this  purpose,  a  change  of  prices  would  still 
make  a  change  of  pressure.  .  The  amount  of  the 
es^sting  duty,  Mr.  T.  argued,  had  been  overrated : 
it  was  out  twenty-six  per  cent,  and  gentlemen 
who  had  made  it  amount  to  more,  had  only  mis- 
taken the  figures  with  which  they  set  out  in  their 
calculation.  The  whole  country  was  interested, 
he  further  contended,  in  encouraging  the  produc- 
tion of  hemp,  it  being  an  article  as  necessary  in 
war  to  the  maintenance  of  the  navy  as  the  hulls 
or  any  other  parts  of  the  shins  composing  it.  Mr. 
T.  here  entered  into  a  calculation  which,  he  said, 
would  show  what  the  mighty  burden  of  this  tax 
on  the  cotton  planters  amounted  to.  The  price 
of  cotton,  he  said,  is  higher  than  that  of  bagging 
and  bale  rope  ^  but,  in  selling  cotton,  the  bagging 
and  bale*rope  are  all  weighed  and  sold  as  cotton. 
Cost  what  it  may,  it  brmgs  to  the  grower  the 
price  of  cotton,  and  is,  in  point  of  fact  cotton,  to 
him.  Five  yards  of  tnggins  are  sufllcient  for  a 
bale  of  cotton,  weighing  about  two  and  a  half 
pounds  each  yard  ;  add  to  this  six  pounds  of  bale- 
rope,  and  there  is  a  total  of  something  like  twenty 
pounds  weight.  Say  that  the  cotton  sells  for 
twenty-five  cents— and  in  his  country  they  never 
got  it  for  less,  though  they  used  it  of  rather  inferior 
quality — multiply  the  weight  of  baffging,  dbc,  by 
the  price  of  the  cotton,  and  it  would  be  seen  that 
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the  cotton  plfialers  make,  upoa  every  bale  of  cot- 
ton, three  aollars  clear !  That  is,  upoo  every  bolt 
of  bagging  which  they  use,  they  actually  make  a 
dear  profit  of  twenty  dollars.  There  could,  there- 
fore, be,  and  there  actually  was,  no  cause  of  com- 
Elaint  on  the  part  of  the  cotton  planters.  Mr.  T. 
ere  took  a  comparative  review  of  the  progress  of 
the  duties  on  the  importation  of  hemp,  and  of  tarred 
and  untarred  cordage.  Beginning  at  the  year 
1785,  when  the  duty  on  hemp  began  at  sixty  cents 
per  112  pounds,  and  on  cables,  tarred  and  untarred, 
at  seventy-five  and  ninety  cents,  he  came  down 
to  the  present  time,  when  the  duty  on  tarrcMl  cord- 
age is  three  cents  per  pound,  and  that  on  untarred 
cordage  is  four  cents  per  pound.  All  the  protec- 
tion hitherto  given  by  Uw,  Mr.  T.  went  on  to 
argue,  had  been  tide-water  protection.  Of  this  he 
did  not  complain.  All  that  he  asked  was,  that 
some  little  protection  should  be  extended  to  the 
industry  ana  capacity  for  prodjuction  of  other  parts 
of  the  country.  With  reierence  to  the  duties  on 
sugar,  rice,  and  cotton,  imported,  whether  they 
were  intended  to  protect  the  nome  manufacture  of 
those  articles,  was,  Mr.  T.  argued,  of  no  import- 
ance. The  matter  of  fact  is,  that  they  do  encour- 
age it — and  the  lact  is  all  that  is  material.  The 
whole  people  of  the  United  States  are  taxed  to 
pdrotect  the  sugar  grower,  the  cotton  planter,  the 
rice  grower, and  t&  indigo  maker;  and  he  misht 
go  further,  and  he  considered  it  no  more  than  fair 
and  just  that  some  little  protection  should  be  given 
tp  the  staples  of  other  parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Louisiana,  rose  to  correct  a  part 
of  the  calculation  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 
As  to  the  cotton  consumed  -within  the  United 
States,  it  is  true,  that  the  bag  is  sold  with  the  cot- 
ton. But  the  amount  consumed  in  the  United 
States  is  but  forty  thousand  bales,  while  the  quan- 
tity exported  amounts  to  six  hundred  thousand 
bales.  In  the  foreign  market  the  bagging  is  not 
weighed.  The  merchantpays  for  the  cotton  alone, 
deducting  the  bagging.  The  gentleman,  therefore, 
would  get  nothing  by  this  argument.  The  duty 
on  foreijgn  sugars,  Mr.  B.  said,  could  have  no 
weight  in  this  discussion.  The  very  reasons  on 
which  the  gentleman  supported  an  increase  of 
the  duty  on  hemp,  would  justify  a  proposition 
for  a  prohibitory  duty  on  sugar;  for  the  fact  was, 
that  the  State  of  Louisiana  alone,  was  capable  of 
producing  more  sugar  than  can  be  consumed 
within  the  limiu  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  McRiM,  of  Maryland,  went  into  a  calcu- 
lation to  show  that  the  duty  of  six  cents  per  Fquare 
yard  was  not  all  that  was  laid  by  the  bill  in  the 
article  of  couon  baffging,  because  the  width  of 
the  bagging  being  forty-two  inches  instead  or 
thirty-«ix  inches,  the  overplus  in  width  made  the 
dutv  on  the  running  yard  amount  to  seven  cents ; 
and  the  third  section  of  the  bill  laid  on  ail  goods, 
for  which  bounty  was  paid  by  a  foreign  country,  a 
duty  enual  in  amount  to  such  bounty;  and  by  the 
laws  of  Great  Britain,  a  bounty  equal  to  about 
three  cents  the  running  yard  was  ^iven  to  the 
manufacturers  of  this  article — the  bill,  therefore, 
laid  a  countervailing  duty  of  this  amount,  which, 
added  to  the  forn^er  seven  cents,  made  tne  total 


duty  per  running  yard  laid  by  this  IhII  on  tiie  tr- 
tide  of  bagging,  amount  to  ten  cents,  ioctnd  of 
six.  So  he  understood  the  operation  of  tin  bilU 
and  he  applied  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Comoitiee 
of  Manufactures  to  explain. 

Mr.  Ton,  in  reply,  said,  that  the  fact  of  aboostf 
being  laid  by  Britain  on  the  article  was  oof  d 
the  strongest  arguments  to  show  the  propriety  d 
our  protecting  it.  He  disavowed  any  intniici 
on  the  part  of  the  committee,  to  make  the  total  dntf 
more  tnan  six  cents->4tnd  said  that,  if  the  geDtl^ 
man  from  Maryland  would  move  mn j  ameodDiai 
producing  that  result,  it  should  have  his  asseti 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  said  that  the  object  of 
this  duty  was  distinctly  avowed  :  it  was  not  td 
protect  manufactures  that  existed,  but  to  assist  ia 
bringing  them  into  existence,  and  the  price  i^ 
doing  so  was  to  be  laid  on  all  the  eotton-growiD| 
States.  But,  if  Russia  could  raise  and  ezpcit 
hemp  to  Scotiafld,  and  they  could  oaanufactoit 
and  export  it  to  this  country,  and,  after  all  charges^ 
could  undersell  Kentucky,  with  all  its  advsDtages 
of  hemp  land,  it  was  certainly  not  owing  to  i 
want  or  protection,  but  a  want  of  skill  or  proper 
management  Mr.  C.  then  stated,  from  persoml 
knowledge,  the  average  amount  of  bagging  r- 
quired  by  a  round  bale  to  be  from  five  to  fire  kA 
a  half  yards,  and  the  average  price  of  imponed 
bagging  to  be  thirty-five  cents,  making  the  amoaat 
of  bagging  on  a  bale  amount  to  one  dollar  asi 
seventy-five  cents.  But  the  bagging,  though  soM 
with  the  bale,  did  not  bring  the  first  cost,  and  thm 
was,  besides,  by  custom,  a  deduction  of  two  pound?. 
for  which  nothing  was  paid.  The  weight  of 
bagging  on  a  bale  was  about  ten  pounds ;  so  tU: 
eight  pounds  only  was  paid  for,  and  this  at  abost 
fourteen  cents.  But,  it  such  was  the  case  dov. 
what  would  it  be  if  this  bill  should  pass  1  Tk 
operation  of  it  would  be  to  impose,  for  the  benefit 
of  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  a  tax  on  all  the  cotics- 

Sowing  States  of  not  less  than  $300,000  a  year. 
r.  C.  then  went  into  an  argument  to  show  (a 
answer  to  Mr.  Marvin)  that  the  cotton  grower 
was  the  real  consumer  of  the  article.  Its  price 
regularly  increased  till  it  got  to  his  hands,  and  ts 
regularly  decreased  till  it  got  to  the  manufacture, 
who  would  allow  little  or  nothing  for  it 

Mr.  C.  repeated  the  ofifer  to  give  up  the  protect- 
ing duty  01  three  cents  per  pound  on  cotton,  if 
gentlemen  would  give  up  the  duty  on  ba^iag. 
To  which  he  added  a  further  pledge  that  the  datf 
which  was  urged  to  be  a  bounty  on  sugar,  shooM 
also  be  surrenmred,  if  they  might  odIj  escape  tiiis 
(he  had  almost  said,)  cursed  tariff.  He  pat  a 
case,  of  two  tradesmen,  a  saddler  and  a  hatter, 
who  had  equal  capital,  but  unequal  basioess ;  aai 
asked,  what  would  be  thought  of  a  Goremmepi 
that  would  tax  the  one  to  pay  it  to  the  other,  io 
order  to  equalige  their  condition  ?  This,  he  said, 
was  in  substance,  what  was  now  proposed  to  be 
done  between  different  sections  of  the  Unioa. 
And  he  ended,  by  intimating,  that,  although  the 
people  of  the  South  were  orderly  and  suhmisire 
to  tne  authority  of  their  Government,  there  mif  hi 
be  a  point,  to  which,  if  prohibitions  should  be 
pushed,  they  would  be  resisted. 
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Mr.  Cook  coxnbatted  the  justice  of  the  objection 
of  the  gentlemaa  last  up  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill.    It  two  sections    of  country  enjoyed,    by 
nature,  unequal  advantages,  and  legislation  inter- 
fered in  aid  of  that  which  had  the  greater,  it  ought 
certainl]r  not  to  refuse  to  aid,  in  an  equal  degree, 
that  which  had  the  lesser  advantages.    He  said 
that  the  protecting  duty  on  cotton  had  encouraged 
the  cultivation  of  that  article  until  from  nothing 
it  had  arisen  to  such  a  heiffht,  as  not  only  to  sup- 
ply the  entire  demand  of  the  whole  United  States, 
but  to  export  double  the  amount  consumed  in  the 
country.    It  was  not  very  surprising  that  now, 
after  having  been  placed  upon  a  solid  foundation 
by    the  bounty,   toe  cotton  growers  should  be 
willing  to  give  it  up— they  could  afford  to  do  so. 
And  nothing  could  be  a  greater  proof  that  the  duty 
was  a  direct  premium  than  the  very  offer  with 
so  much  readmess  to  relinquish  it.    Mr.  O.  then 
stated  the  total  amount  of  cotton  raised  annually 
in  the  Southern  States,  the  bounty  on  which,  at 
three  cents  per  pound  is  $950,000,  which  sum  was 
paid  to  the  growers  by  the  consumers.    Now  the 
whole  duty  proposed  by  this  bill  to  be  laid  on 
bagjging,  would  amount  only  to  $66,000.    So  that, 
-while  the  other  States  paid  the  cotton-growing 
States  $950,000,  all  they  asked  in  return  was,  that 
those  States  should  pay  $66,000.    The  cotton  too, 
consumed  in  the  United  States,  was  used  bv  the 
poor,  in  (he  form  of  coarse  cottons.    Ana  the 
growers  of  hemp  too,  though  respectable,  as  well 
as  a  part  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  country,"  naight 
be  classed  in  general  among  the  comparatively 
poor.    The  proposed  duty,  therefore,  would  be 
paid  by  the  rich  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

Mr.  GuRLEY,  of  Louisiana,  said,  tnat  the  bill 
was  professedly  brought  in  to  protect,  not  only  the 
manufactures,  but  the  agriculture  of  the  eountrv ; 
but  if  this  was  the  kind  of  protection  intended,  ne 
thought  it  was  of  an  extraordinary  kind ;  and  the 
severest  dispensations  of  Providence,  in  the  form 
of  bad  crops  and  unfavorable  seasons,  were  not  to 
be  compared  with  the  severer  which  threatened 
the  Southern  agriculturists  from  the  bill  upon  the 
table-  In  reply  to  what  had  yesterday  fallen  from 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Trimble,) 
he  would  remark  that  he  returned  to  that  gentle- 
man, and  his  constituents,  his  hearty  thanks  for 
their  protection  and  patriotism,  as  displayed  in 
1815 — ^but  he  must  say,  should  the  bill  pass,  their 

Erotectiott  and  their  patriotism  would  prove  to 
ave  been  to  little  purpose— they  would  take  back 
(and  he  must  be  allowed  to  say,  with  usurious  in- 
terest,) alt  the  benefit  they  had  bestowed. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  had  remarked  that 
figures  isould  not  lie :  he  would,  therefore,  show 
by  figures  what  would  be  the  operation  of  the 
bill  on  the  agriculturists  of  the  cotton-growing 
country.  By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  1822,  U  appeared  that  there  was 
raised  that  year  in  the  United  States  144,000,000 
lbs.  of  cotton,  which,  when  made  into  bales, 
weighing  on  an  averaae  about  300  lbs.  a  piece, 
would  make  522,829  bales.  The  bale  required  on 
an  average  seven  square  yards  of  bagging,  which 
would  give  3,657,803  yards  necessary  for  baling. 


By  the  tariff  of  1616,  a  duty  was  allowed  on  this 
of  three  cents  a  yard,  producing  an  amount  of 
$109,734  09.  Might  he  not  ask  if  this  was  not 
sufficient  ?  But,  if  the  bill  should  pass,  the  duty 
(which  ought  fairly  to  have  been  avowed  as 
amounting  to  ten  cents  a  yard)  would  amount  to 
$240,468.  God  save  me,  said  Mr.  O.,  from  such 
protectioR  as  this !  .  But  this  manufacture  is  al- 
ready protected  to  the  amoost  of  twenty-five  per 
cent. ;  and  a  manufactvre  that  could  not  stand 
with  such  a  protection  was  not  worthy  of  being 
upheld.  The  protection  now  proposed  would,  in- 
stead of  twenty-five,  be  sixty-three  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.  Mr.  Q.  concluded  with  a  general  re- 
mark, that  there  never  was  a  bill  presented  to  the 
House  which^was  likely  to  produce  such  extensive 
efiects  on  the  future  condition  of  the  country  as 
this. 

Mr.  Sandford,  of  Tennessee,  was  opfTosed  to 
the  duty,  as  diminishing  the  revenue,  on  the  im- 
portance of  which  40  the  support  of  Government 
he  made  a  few  observations.    This  article  of  bag- 
ging had  produced,  heretofore,  an  amount  in  rev- 
enue of  $100,000^  which  would  be  lost  if  a  duty 
was  laid  amounting  to  a  prohibition.    The  agri- 
cultural, mechanical,  manufacturing,  and  com- 
mercial classes,  were  all  united  by  reciprocal  ties. 
If  one  duty  was  laid  for  one  of  them,  and  another 
for. another,  we  should  go  on  until  the  whole  rev- 
enue was  swept  away ;  and  who  was  prepared  to 
go  home  to  his  constituents  and  tell  them  he  had 
so  legislated  away  the  revenue,  and  now  resort 
must  be  had  to  direct  taxes  ?    The  manufacturers 
of  Kentucky,  on  a  late  occasion,  in  which  the 
drought  obstrooted  communication,  had  raised 
the  price  of  bagging  to  45,  60,  and  even  60  cents 
a  yard,  though  they  afterwards  carried  the  same 
goods  to  New  Orleans  and  sold  it  at  25  cents. 
This  led  the  cotton  growers  to  make  split  mats 
for  covering  their  cotton,  and  to  fabricate  ropes 
out  of  white  oak  bark  instead  of  hemp,  or  bind  up 
their  bales  with  split  hoops.    He  mentioned  this 
as  a  hint  to  gentlemen  not  to  go  too  far  in  layine 
duties  on  bagging.    The  public  debt  was  stated 
to  be  ninety  millions;  he  feared,  as  matters  were 
going,  we  should  not  raise,  by  revenue,  one  million 
next  year. 

Mr.  Bucharan  said  that  much  embarrassment 
had  arisen  from  uncertainty  in  the  amount  per 
cent,  to  which  the  bill  contemplated  to  raise  the 
present  duty  on  bagging.  Some  gentlemen  stated 
It  to  be  25  per  cent»  others  30,  others  80.  others, 
again,  over  100.  He  said  he  was  favorable  to  the 
cause  of  manufactures,  and  thought  it  ought  to  be 
protected ;  but  not  by  going  faster  than  the  growth 
of  manufactures  would  warrant.  He  thought,  as 
(he  farmers  of  the  West  had  no  market  for  their 
erain,  that  their  hemp  ought  to  be  brought  into 
fair  competition  with  that  of  foreigners ;  this  was 
as  far  as  he  would  go.  He  was  willing,  on  the 
article  now  under  consideration,  to  vote  tor  a  duty 
of  10  instead  of  20  per  cent,  additional.  He  was 
informed  that  4^  cents  per  square  yard  would  be 
equal  to  a  total  duty  of  30  per  cent.,  and  this  he 
should  move,  if  the  present  duty  was  not  carried. 
Mr.  Ton  said  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
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sylrania  voted  throaghouC  on  this  principle,  he 
most  vote  against  the  whole  bill.  The  duty  it 
proposed  on  woollens  was  60,  and  that  on  cottons 
more  than  150  per  cent  And  as  to  the  duty  now 
under  consideration,  it  amounted  alreadv  to  80  or 
100  per  cent,  bv  the  tariff  of  1816;  if  the  gentle- 
man wished  to  nave  it  30,  he  must  move  for  a  re- 
peal of  the  laws  now  existing.  Six  cents  was  the 
▼ery  sum  recommended  by  the  Secretarjr  of  the 
Treasury.  The  dut^  on  cotton  had  raisea  it  from 
nothing  to  a  production  of  ^^,000,000  in  value  in 
1822,  and,  though  last  year  it  was  something  less, 
in  weight,  it  was  larger  in  the  amount  of  value. 
The  ^rain-crowing  States  having  ^rain  which  the 
Snglish  will  not  buy,  ask,  in  this  bill,  a  protecting 
duty  of  70  or  80  per  cent.;  and  ail  tne  cotton 
growers  object  to  it,  because  it  may,  by  possibili- 
ty, bear  hard  on  them ;  but  the  probability  was 
directly  the  reverse.  Navigation  had  been  pro- 
tected, and  the  price  of  it  had  fallen,  instead  of 
rising ;  coarse  cottons  had  been  protected,  and  the 
consequence  was  the  same  ;  and  so  it  would  prove 
with  cotton  bagging.  This  was  not  theory,  but 
fact  and  experiment.  But  supposing  that  for  one 
year  they  should  pay  a  little  nigher,  was  not  this 
oetter  than  dependence  ?  Had  they  forgotten  the 
last  war,  and  what  they  had  to  pay,  in  conse- 
quence of  having  depended  on  foreigners  ? 

Mr.  Rankin  then  went  into  a  statement,,  to 
show,  on  the  same  ground  with  Mr.  McKim,  that 
the  real  duty  paid  would  be  ten  cents,  and  not  six. 
Besides  which,  by  the  act  of  March  1, 1823,  there 
is  an  additional  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  to  be  paid 
when  the  article  enters  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Tod  rose  to  correct  this  statement.  The 
10  per  cent,  in  that  act,  was  only  10  per  cent,  on 
the  amount  of  duty;  and  even  this  was  taken  off, 
as  respects  England  and  most  other  countries. 

Mr.  Rankin  then  resumed  his  calculation ;  the 
result  of  which  went  to  show  that  the  duty  would 
amount  to  70  per  cent. ;  and  that  the  state  of 
Mississippi  alone  would  have  to  pay  $25,000  of 
it  The  protecting  duty  on  cotton,  he  also  argued, 
was  no  equivalent. 

Mr.  Bi}CBANAN  replied  to  Mr.  Tod,  and  said  he 
was  sorry  the  gentleman  was  willing  to  risk,  as 
he  said,  the  whole  bill  on  such  a  desperate  hazard 
as  the  passing  of  this  duty — a  duty,  he  was  pre- 
fjared  to  show,  greater  than  that  on  any  other  ar- 
ticle in  the  whole  bill.  He  approved  the  duty  on 
hemp,  and  was  willing  to  make  that  on  bagging 
equal  to  it.  He  tbouffht  the  proposed  duty  out  of 
proportion,  and  much  greater  than  needful.  He 
censured  the  implied  threats  of  resistance  thrown 
out  by  a  gentleman  from  Georgia.  Such  lan- 
guage tended  to  disunion,  and  ought  to  be  re- 
pressed. Yet  he  believed  that  Congress  might  go 
80  far  (in  proposing,  for  instance,  a  direct  land 
tax  for  the  support  of  manufactures)  that  the  peo- 
ple would  rise  in  their  maiesty,  and  overwhelm 
the  act,  factories,  and  all.  By  going  too  far,  gen- 
tlemen only  incurred  the  danger  of  reaction. 

Mr.  Clat  then  rose  and  said  that  it  had  not 
been  his  intention  to  engage  in  any  discussion  on 
the  details  of  the  bill;  but  this  was  one  in  which 
his  own  district  was  so  specially  interested,  and 


its  provisions  had  now  been  attacked  from  sons- 
expected  a  quarter,  that  he  should  hold  himxlf 
culpable  if  he  refused  to  answer.  He  wooid, 
therefore,  say  to  the  gentleman  from  PeaQsylruii 
that,  if  this  article  would  not  bear  the  ddiy  pro- 
posed to  be  laid  upon  it,  there  was  not  an  vude 
m  the  bill  that  would. 

The  great  articles  which  it  was  proposed  to 
protect,  were  cotton,  wool,  hemp^  and  ir(»-4iQt 
if  the  country  could  raanufacrure  any  article  what- 
ever, that  article  certainly  was  cotton  bagging. 
Having  a  personal  acquaintance  with  the  mode 
of  iu  manufacture,  he  begged  to  state  a  few  cf 
the  facts  respecting  it  to  the  House.    The  baild- 
ings  in  which  it  was  conducted  were  of  the  sligbi- 
est  and  cheapest  kind,  much  resembliDg  rooe 
walks;  the  hands  employed  in  spinning  were, tor 
the  most  part,  small  negro  boys,  and  a  few  negro 
girls.      The  weavers  are  all   either  negroes  or 
coDDimon  laborers ;  and  such  is  the  faciuiy  with 
which  the  manufacture  can  be  extended,  that  i 
the  bill  shall  pass,  I  am  willing  to  pled^  myself 
said  Mr.  C,  in  any  form,  that,  withm  (weir« 
months,  twenty  millions  of  yards  can  be  produced, 
and  almast  without  a  special  effort.  I  am  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  article,  and  it  is  one  which,  of 
all  others,  I  should  select  to  illustrate  the  pro- 
priety of  the  principles  of  the  present  bill.    Wiw 
are  our  competitors  in  the  manufacture?   The 
weavers  of  Inverness  and  Dundee,  two  souli 
towns  in  Scotland;  before  the  war  they  had  lU 
entire  monopoly  of  this  article.     During  the  war, 
a  portion  of  our  domestic  labor  was  directed  ti? 
this  article,  and,  as  might  be  expected,  the  maoa- 
facture  being  in  its  infancy,  the  prices  first  (!^ 
manded  were  very  high — af^r  the  close  of  t^ 
war,  the  factories  still  continued — but,  in  a  las- 
guishing  condition,  till  by  the  joint  competition  of 
the  American  and  the  Scotch  manufactures,  ther 
were  completely  prostrated.    No  sooner  was  tbis 
effected,  than  immediately  the  price  was  raised 
upon  the  cotton  grower ;  and  the  extra  price  ibea 
paid  would  be  more  than  equal  to  ten  yean  pro- 
tection of  our  own  fabric.    What  is  it,  on  the 
general  principles  of  political  economy,  that  se- 
cures an  abundant  supply  of  any  article  made,  and 
its  good  quality?     It  is  competition.    And  the 
real  question  now  before  Congress  is,  whether 
these  men  of  Inverness  and  Dundee  shall  co&- 
tinue  to  have  the  monopoly^  or  whether  there 
shall  be  an  American  competition  to  counteract 
them?    The  gentlemen  asx,  what  is  to  hinder 
the  competition  at  present  1   Why  cannot  we  now 
make  the  article?   I  reply  to  them — that  ii  isonlf 
for  want  of  a  certain  and  a  steady  market,  goard- 
ed  against  the  sudden  influx  of  goods  sent  into  it 
from  abroad  for  the  very  purpose  of  prostrating 
our  manufactures.   The  Scotch  merchaot  reasons 
in  this  way — ^if  I  can,  by  selling  my  goods  for  one 
year  at  half  or  a  quarter  of  their  value,  or  bf 
throwing  them  away  altogether,  secure  a  monop- 
oly of  those  goods  ior  ten  or  for  twenty  years./   i 
shall,  on  the  whole,  be  a  gainer.    But,  if  it  '^ 
asked,  how  a  sudden  influx  at  a  low  price  can  so 
soon  destroy  the  American  manufacturer  1  the 
answer  is  not  difllcult.    It  is  to  be  found  not  only 


1549 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1550 


February,  1824. 


Proceedings, 


H.  OP  R. 


in  his  comparatively  small  capital,  but  in  the 
character  ot  oar  people,  which  has  in  it  a  mixture 
of  impatience  with  its  activity.  They  soon  be- 
come disgusted  and  discouraged  with  a  business 
that  is  not  immediately  productive;  and,  in  this 
particular  manufacture,  the  persons  employed  are 
so  easily  turned  to  some  other  branch  of  industrv, 
that,  unless  a  steady  market  is  secured,  the  estab- 
lishments can  have  no  permanency  or  success. 
But,  from  my  knowledge  of  this  manufacture,  I 
now  assert,  allowing  the  present  average  price  to 
be  thirty  cents,  that  if  the  proposed  encourage- 
ment is  given,  in  less  than  twelve  months  the 
American  will  be  furnished  at  a  lower  rate  than 
the  Scotch  article. 

Something  was  said  about  the  nature  of  the 
American  hemp.  It  is  true,  that  a  large  portion 
of  that  now  raised  is  dew-rotted — but,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  other  parts  of  the  Union,  as 
well  as  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  much  is'also  water^ 
rotted.  And  there  is  not  a  doubt,  that,  if  protec- 
tion be  given,  enough  could  be  obtained  for  all 
uses,  botn  maritime  and  manufacturing.  The 
qaantitjf  required  was  not  so  very  ffreat — a  yard 
of  bagging  weighs  only  a  pound  and  an  half.  So 
that,  allowing  four  millions  of  yards  to  be  made, 
only  six  millions  of  pounds  weight  of  hemp  is 
needed.  But  there  is  another  improvement  lately 
discovered  in  the  preparation  of  it,  by  which  the 
necessity  of  both  dew-rotting  and  water-rotting  is 
completely  done  away  with — and  that  is,  by  suf- 
fering it  to  remain  one  year  in  stack;  a  process 
takes  place  which  renders  the  hemp,  at  least  in 
texture  and  appearance,  equal  to  any  of  the  Rus- 
sian. Besides  all  which,  late  improvements  have 
been  introduced  into  the  dressing,  which  supersede 
either  rotting  or  stacking. 

Mr.  C.  then  went  into  a  calculation  to  show 
that  the  estimate  of  the  rate  per  cent,  stated  by 
some  of  th^  gentlemen  in  opposition,  was  in- 
correct. 

But  what,  sir,  is  the  principle  on  which  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  means  to  go  1  He 
will  protect  our  manufactures  as  soon  as  we  are 
able  without  protection  to  go  on  with  the  manu- 
facture. Sir,  protection  comes  first  in  the  order 
of  nature;  it  is  while  a  thing  is  in  feeble  infancy 
that  it  needs  protection.  If  the  gentleman  is  go- 
ing to  wait  till  the  American  manufactures,  op- 
erated against  by  the  legislation  of  the  universe, 
opposed  by  foreign  Governments,  resisted  by  for- 
eign capital,  combined  a^inst  by  foreign  compa- 
nies, and  towns,  and  cities,  in  every  part  of  Eu- 
rope— shall,  unaided,  attain  to  strength  and  vigor 
before  he  will  protect  them,  he  wiU  never  have 
the  opportunity,  or,  if  he  have,  his  protection  will 
be  as  thankless  as  it  will  then  be  unnecessary. 
Sir,  it  not  only  can  happen,  but  it  has  happened — 
Dundee  and  Inverness  nave  driven  America  off 
the  field.  They  prostrated  us  in  1816  and  1817, 
and  they  had  the  undisputed  monopoly  of  our 
whole  market  till  1822,  and  they  knew  how  to  use 
it  too. 

But  this  may  happen  even  where  there  is  no 
hostile  design  against  our  establishments.  The 
market  failing   him  in  Europe,  the  European 


manufacturer  finds  an  accumulation  of  goods  up- 
on his  hands ;  and  this  is  the  market  in  which  he 
has  the  best  chance  to  dispose  of  them  :  he  pours 
them  into  our  auction  rooms,  and  the  effect  is  just 
as  baneful  as  if  it  were  done  out  of  the  most  de- 
termined hostility.  Gentlemen  seem  to  wish  thb 
state  of  things  to  continue — they  would  leave  the 
monopoly  where  it  is-4eave  us  dependent  on  a 
little  scotch  town.  We,  sir,  wish  to  destroy  that 
dependence  by  setting  up  an  American  competi- 
tion. 

Mr.  C.  here  referred  to  a  letter  from  a  person 
of  competent  information  at  Lexington,  which 
stated,  on  the  revival  of  manufactures,  in  1822,  a 
million  of  yards  of  bagging  had  been  made  there, 
and  had  reduced  the  Scotch  price  from  thirty  to 
twenty  cents. 

Mr.  OwGN  attributed  inconsistencj^  to  gentlemen 
who  first  deprecated  sectional  feelings  and  sec- 
tional discussions,  and  then  immediately  referred 
to  their  own  State  and  district.  He  accused  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  of 
some  want  of  candor  in  evading  the  objection  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland ;  he  ought  to  have 
declared  at  once  what  would  be  the  operation  of 
the  bill.  Mr.  O.  then  recapitulated  the  statement, 
which  went  to  make  the  duty  ten  cents,  and  sixty 
per  cent.,  which  he  reduced  to  a  rule-of- three  state- 
ment— it  three  cents  give  twenty  per  cent.,  what 
will  ten  cents  give?  He  summed  up  the  policy 
of  the  hill  as  amounting  to  this,  that  the  East  and 
the  West  must  co-operate,  and  the  South  must 
submit  and  contribute.  He  reprobated  this  policy, 
as  not  calculated  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
Union.  He  said  it  was  a  mere  calculation  of 
shillings  and  pence.  The  manufacturers  in  one 
district  said  to  each  other,  we  have  got  such  and 
such  a  papital.  If  we  can  levy  a  contribution  on 
the  other  States,  we  may  get  so  much  added  to  it, 
and  this  will  enable  us  to  get  more  still.  He 
could  not  believe  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  were  disposed  to  favor  capital 
vested  in  money  at  a  sacrifice  of  that  which  was 
vested  in  labor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McDuffie,  the  Committee 
rose,  and.  having  obtained  leave  to  sit  again,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  17. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  22d  of  January 
ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  loss  of  a  sum  of  money 
by  the  Receiver  of  the  Land  Office  at  Vandalia, 
in  the  State  of  Illinois,  by  the  robbery  of  the  bank 
at  that  place,  made  a  report  adverse  to  granting 
any  relief  to  the  said  Receiver  on  account  of  the 
loss  aforesaid ;  which  report  was  laid  on  the, table. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill  of  this  House,  entitled  "An  act  to 
extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settlement  of  pri- 
vate land  claims  in^  the  Territory  of  Floriaa," 
reported  the  agreement  of  the  committee  to  the 
said  amendments,  with  an  amendment,  and  the 
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bill  and  amendmeDts  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  giving  the  consent  and 
sanction  of  Congress  to  a  certain  act  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida ;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  trom  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  re|)orted  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  J.  Ottramare ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Van  Syckel ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Desobry ; 
wnich  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McKiM,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  deposite  in  public  or 
other  storehouses,  on  certain  conditions,  and  with 
certain  privileges,  to  other  goods  besides  wines, 
teas,  and  distilled  spirits ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cady,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Jonas  Dun- 
can, accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 
<t        Mr.  Andrew  Stevenson,  by  leave  of  the 
Q^  House,  presented  a  memorial  and  remonstrance 
'^         of  sundry  merchants  and  other  citizens  of  Rich- 
mood  and  Manchester,  against  the  alteration  in 
the  tariff  of  duties,  as  contemplated  by  the  bill 
now  pending  before  this  House,  to  amend  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Toh- 
LtNSON,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  a  resolu- 
tion for  erecting  a  tomb  to  General  Wooster,  was 
taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  yesterday  ofiered  by  Mr.  Storrs. 
calling  for  information  relative  to  the  affairs  ot 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Whit- 
tlesey, respecting  the  expenditure  of  appropria- 
tions for  procuring  timber  for  the  Navy,  was 
taken  up. 

In  support  of  this  resolution,  Mr.  Whittlesey 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  several 
acts  providing  for  the  permanent  increase  of  the 
Navy.  No  late  report  had  been  made  to  the  House 
of  the  amount  of  expenditures  under  these  acts, 
and  what  he  wished  to  ascertain  was,  what  por- 
tion of  those  appropriations  remain  unexpended, 
in  order  to  be  aole  to  decide  whether  a  portion  of 
those  unexpended  appropriations,  if  any,  could 
not  be  diverted  to  defray  the  cost  of  building  the 
sloops  of  war,  for  providing  which  a  bill  has 
come  to  this  House  trom  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  hold- 


ing an  extra  session  of  the  district  and  circoii 
courts,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  yesterday,  bf 
Mr.  Wright,  was  taken  up,  read,  and  ordereid  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  d 
the  Whole,  ^Mr.  CuNnicT  in  the  Chair,)  od  tk 
bill  to  amena  the  several  acts  respecting  duties  oi 
imjDMorts. 

The  question  pending  from  the  last  day  of  ui- 
ting,  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Brent  to  strike 
out  the  clause  imposing  a  duty  of  six  cents  per 
square  yard  on  cotton  bagging  imported— 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  commenced  a  speech  of  half  2s 
hour,  in  favor  of  striking  out  this  clause  of  the  bii 
by  stating  the  grave  and  solemn  feelings  viia 
which  this  discussion  impressed  him,  hovers 
slight  the  subject  might,  at  first  view,  appeii. 
He  perfectly  agreed,  he  said,  with  the  hooorabie 
Speaker,  that,  in  the  legislation  of  this  coantiy, 
the  most  scrupulous  regard  should  be  had  to  t^ 
general  harmony ;  but  he  put  it  to  the  Spetker 
whether  it  was  not  the  introduction  of  such  a  bill 
which  was  like  to  disturb  that  harmony,  raiho 
than  its  discussion,  dbc.  By  the  course  of  this  dis- 
cussion, said  Mr.  McD..  we  are  admonished  tht 
this  subject  does  not  belong  to  theGovemmeotci 
the  United  States.  What  is  the  question  before 
us?  It  is  not  a  question  for  providing  fortk 
common  defence  and  general  wdfare,  or  for  nuifi* 
taining  the  independence  of  the  country.  It  isoot 
a  question  whicn  is  urged  upon  us  on  nationai 
grounds  at  all,  but  it  is  a  question  distinctlj  ai- 
raying  against  each  other  the  interests  of  two  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  Confederacy.  All  the  argD- 
ments  by  which  the  proposed  dutv  is  supported 
have  been,  therefore,  and  necessarily  must  be,  ol 
a  sectional  character.  When  gentlemen  are  tt- 
tempting,  by  legislation,  to  affect  the  interests  of 
two  sections  of  the  Union  relatively  to  each  other, 
how  can  they  throw  upon  us  the  respoosibiiitT  cf 
that  feeling  which  the  discussion  ma?  ezciie^' 
Bat,  Mr.  ^fcD.  said,  however  he  might  feel  on 
the  occasion,  he  would  not  permit  his  feelings  to 
enter  into  the  discussion.  He  should  appeal  to 
the  judgment,  candor,  and  liberality  of  the  Coixh 
mitlee;  and,  if  the  impolicy  of  the  proposed  tax 
could  not  be  sustained  by  argument,  on  that  ap> 
peal,  he  would  abandon  altogether  his  oppo&itioa 
to  it. 

Adverting  to  the  suggestion  that  the  culture  of 
cotton  has  been  brought  into  existence  and  s&^ 
tained  by  protecting  duties,  Mr.  McD.  said,  wiiii 
whatever  pleasure  he  listened  to  the  arguments  of 
gentlemen,  and  their  statements  of  facts,  bis  pa- 
tience almost  forsook  him  when  this  straoEe  posi- 
tion was  attempted  to  be  maintained.  To  lell 
him  that  the  culture  of  cotton  ever  had  been  pro- 
tected by  the  legislation  oi  the  Governmcot,  was 
to  insult  his  understanding.  Rstimatiogthearer- 
age  value  of  cotton,  where  it  is  grown,  at  twenix- 
five  cents,  the  duty  on  the  importation  of  foreip 
cotton  being  three  cents  per  pound,  was  in  tact 
only  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  ^ 
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Jian  the  aveniffe  doty  laid  on  all  other  objects  for 
;he  purposes  of  rerenae  aloae,  and  could  therefore 
3ot  be  regard^,  either  in  intention  or  in  fact,  as  a 
)rotecting  daty.  The  fact  was,  that,  from  the 
noment  its  culture  sprung  into  existence  in  this 
:ouQtry,  it  had  defied  all  competition — there  never 
lad  been  a  moment  in  which  it  would  not  have 
iefied  competition  with  the  cotton  of  any  country 
tn  earth.  Was  cotton  raised,  in  the  beginning, 
or  the  use  of  our  own  manufactories,  or  for  any 
lurpose  in  which  forei^  cotton  could  come  in 
ompetition  with  it  within  the  United  States? 
fo.  From  the  beginning  it  had  been  raised  for 
xportation.  The  duty  did  not  operate  upon  the 
utcure  of  cotton  any  more  effectually  than  if  it 
id  not  exist  A  bounty  on  exportation  onl>[  could 
fiord  any  protection  to  the  cultivation  of  it,  and 
e  concluded  this  part  of  his  observations,  by  rer 
eating  that  the  cotton  of  the  country  never  has 
een  protected. 

But,  Mr.  MeD.  continued,  the  Speaker  had  laid 
own  a  principle  in  respect  to  the  manufacture  of 
otton  bagffing  which,  in  his  view,  established  the 
npolicy  of  pnrotecting  this  article,  viz :  that  it  re- 
hired but  simple  and  unexpensive  machinerY, 
ad  that  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of  it 
'oold  be  of  rapid  growth ;  and  he  had  farther 
lid,  that,  if  this  bill  were  passed,  the  Western 
mntry  would  in  one  year  be  able  to  furnish,  if 
^essarv,  twenty  millions  of  yards  of  the  article. 
ow,  wnat  is  the  principle  on  which  protecting 
itiesare  justified?  What  is  this  principle,  as 
aumed  by  the  Speaker  himself?  What  is  the 
inciple  on  which  such  duties  have  been  hereto- 
re  advocated  on  this  floor  and  everywhere  else? 
is,  that  the  manufacture  proposed  to  be  protect- 
I  requires  large  investments  of  capital^  compli- 
;ted  machinery,  length  of  time  to  bring  it  to 
vfection,  dbc.,  which  causes  require  protection, 
prevent  the  manufacture  from  being  prostratea 
Its  infancy.  In  the  present  ease,  no  such  ground 
IS  taken.  Even  the  article  of  cotton  fluctuates 
price  from  ten  to  twenty  cents  per  pound,  and 
do  all  other  articles  which  are  employed  in 
mmerce.  But  had  it  ever  been  the  policy  of 
y  country,  was  it  the  policy  of  this,  to  sustain 
iDufactures  against  fluctuations  such  as  this,  to 
bich  all  the  pursuits  of  life  are  liable?  No;  it 
is  extensive,  complicated,  and  costly  manufac- 
res,  only,  which  required  protection,  dbc. 
Mr.  McD.  here  examined  and  controverted  the 
a^uraent  that  the  consumer,  and  not  the  grower 
the  cotton^  paid  the  duty  on  the  bagging.  The 
ice  of  cotton  depended,  he  argued,  on  the  com- 
tition  in  foreign  markets,  and  not  on  the  cost  of 
'  bagging  in  which  it  is  baled ;  if  the  bagging 
(re  to  cost  a  hundred  dollars  for  each  rag,  it 
>uld  not  raise  the  price  of  our  cotton  abroad, 
:ause  foreign  cotton  would,  when  it  began  to 
e  above  a  certain  value,  come  into  successful 
npetition  with  it.  There  could  be  no  doubt,  he 
d;  that  the  whole  additional  cost  of  the  bagging 
»ald  fall  on  those  who  make  the  cotton, 
rhe  argument  of  the  Speaker,  that  the  advan- 
:e  of  this  duty  would  be  reciprocal,  by  the  cot- 
I  of  the  South  being  received  in,  the  West  in 


exchange  for  the  bagging,  Mr.  McD.  pronounced 
to  be  an  illusive  calculation,  and  made  some  ob- 
servations to  show  that  the  part  of  the  country 
which  he  represented  was  already  tributary  to 
Kentucky  for  her  produce,  for  which  his  constitu- 
ents paid  in  specie,  and  not  in  cotton,  d^c.  The 
tax  would  be  an  accommodation  of  the  West 
wholly  at  the  expense  of  the  South,  if  it  even  en- 
abled them  to  supply  the  bagging.  But,  he  added, 
that  the  South  could  not  take  Vheir  bagging.  The 
expense  of  its  transportation  from  Kentucky  would 
be  two  or  three  times  as  great  as  that  of  its  trans- 
portation froni  Dundee  or  Inverness,  and  that 
alone  would  give  the  latter  an  advantage  over  the 
former,  unless  the  duty  on  importation  should 
amount  to  an  actual  prohibition. 

It  had  been  already  well  remarked,  that  the  pro- 
position for  this  duty  introduces  a  principle  into 
legislation  which  never  existed  before  here,  and 
which,  he  ventured  to  say,  had  never  before  been 
introduced  into  the  legislation  of  any  country  on 
the  face  of  the  earth.  What  is  it  ?  The  protec- 
tion of  manufactures?  No;  not  the  protection, 
but  the  creation  of  manufactures.  He  called  upon 
gentlemen  to  show,  in  the  history  of  the  world, 
an  instance  in  which  any  nation  had  {lassed  a  law 
to  create  a  new  sort  of  industry— to  give  being  to 
what  did  not  already  exist.  If  this  was  an  arti* 
cle  of  primary  necessity,  in  a  national  view,  or 
connected  witD  the  defence  of  the  country,  d^c., 
he  would  go  as  far  as  any  one  in  support  of  it. 
But,  as  a  question  of  political  economy,  he  argued, 
you  can  only  protect  what  exists.  Here,  he  said, 
was  an  issue  between  hemp  and- cotton.  What  is 
cotton  ?  A  large  item  in  commerce;  it  has  form- 
ed^ for  a  num&r  of  years,  on  an  average,  one- 
third  part  of  the  exports  of  the  country.  It  is  an 
article  of  weight,  and  bulk  also,  and  it  had,  there- 
fore, contributed  one-third  of  all  that  our  com- 
merce has  done  to  support  the  naval  power  of  the 
country.  And  now  Congress  were  called  upon  to 
adopt  a  system  which  was  to  strike  from  existence 
that  item,  and,  indeed,  every  other  article  of  ex- 
portation^-for,  he  contended,  on  the  principles  of 
this  bill,  Congress  could  not  stop  until  every  arti- 
cle of  consumption  was  protected.  And  what, 
said  he,  will  be  the  result  ?  You  annihilate  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States.  The  principles 
of  this  bill  went  to  an  extent  never  before  propos- 
ed. In  reference  to  the  particular  article  now  un- 
der consideration,  the  House  was  called  upon  to 
jeopardize  the  great  interests  of  the  cotton  grow- 
ing country — ^to  sacrifice  an  interest  Which  had 
contributed  to  the  wealth  of  the  Union,  and  mainly 
to  the  growth  of  the  commercial  emporium  of  the 
United  States,  upon  a  miserable  calculation  of 
hemp  and  cotton  bagging,  which  never  had  any 
place  in  the  productive  commerce  of  the  country. 
if  there  was  any  value  in  the  policy  of  protection, 
let  it  be  confined,  at  least  to  what  exists.  Let  us 
hold  fast  to  the  sources  of  our  wealth,  the  means 
of  our  revenue,  instead  of  attempting  to  protect 
that  which  has  no  existence. 

After  replying  to  the  argument  of  the  Speaker, 
respecting  the  effect  of  competition,  and  contend- 
ing that  the  argument  was  fatal  to  this  very  duty, 
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Mr.  McD.  called  upon  gentlemen  from  those  States 
which  have  no  particular  interest  in  the  article 
under  discussion,  invoking  them,  by  the  highest 
considerations,  to  interpose  to. preserve  one  interest 
of  this  country  from  being  sacrificed  to  the  other. 
He  trusted  they  would  decide  upon  it  justly,  and 
without  regard  to  any  principle  of  compromise. 
He  knew  there  were  some  members  of  the  House 
who  were  disposed  for  the  protection  of  existing 
manufactures,  who  would  not  vote  for  this ;  and 
he  trusted  that  a  general  odium  would  not  be  cast 
on  the  bill  by  retaining  in  it  such  clauses  as  this, 
which  do  not  proi>erlv  belong  to  it. 

The  example  of  Great  Britain  had  been  refer- 
red to  in  debate,  as  to  the  policy  of  protecting 
domestic  manufactures.  To  the  argument  afford- 
ed by  her  example,  Mr.  McD.  replied,  that,  if  we 
look  at  the  population  of  that  country,  we  shall 
find  that  her  agricuknre  will  not  sustain  one-third 
part  of  her  population.  What,  then,  is  the  principle 
on  which  she  protects  manufactures  ?  The  prin- 
ciple of  absolute  necessity.  Strike  away  her  man- 
ufactures, and  you  annihilate  the  nation — she  is 
gone — her  people  have  perished.  Seven  millions 
of  her  inhaoitants  cease  to  exist,  if  her  manufac- 
tures are  destroyed.  It  is  with  her  a  question  of 
life  and  death ;  and  many  of  the  sacrifices  she 
makes  are  the  result  of  this  necessity.  Can  argu- 
ments of  this  sort  apply  to  us,  with  our  almost 
unbounded  territory,  sparse  population,  d&c.? 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  (Concluded  his  observations  by 
saying  that  be  ho|)ed  that  gentleman  who  eng[agea 
in  this  discussion  would  at  least  treat  it  with  a 
gravity  becoming.its  importance.  The  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  on  his  left  (Mr.  Trimble) 
seemed  really  disposeu  to  make  a  frolic  of  this  dis- 
cussion. Mr.  McD.  entreated  them  to  consider  it 
more  gravely,  and  treat  it  in  a  manner  more  be- 
coming the  great  interests  which  were  at  stake. 
If  the  naval  power  and  commerce  of  the  country 
were  to  be  sacrificed  and  entombed  here,  in  this 
bill,  he  hoped  the  House  would  go  through  the 
ceremony  in  a  garb  becoming  the  occasion — he 
trusted  tnat,  at  least,  they  would  not  treat  it  with 
insult  and  mockery. 

Mr.  Marvin,  of  New  York,  rose  to  add  some- 
thing to  the  few  remarks  which  he  had  made  on 
this  subject,  the  other  day.  He  entered  into  a  train 
of  reasoning,  which  he  pursued  to  some  length,  to 
show  that  the  consumer  of  the  cotton,  and  not  the 
cotton  grower,  actually  pays  the  duty  on  the  bag- 
ging, whether  it  be  consumed  abroad  or  at  home 
— ^principally  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Cobb, 
made  yesterday.  Having  concluded  his  remarks 
on  this  point,  he  passed  on  to  others. 

In  reply  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  McDuffie,  that 
there  is  no  manner  in  which  the  cultivation  of 
cotton  can  be  protected  by  a  bounty,  he  asked, 
what  does  this  argument  admit  ?  That  the  South- 
ern States  possess  facilities  for  the  culture  of  cot* 
ton  which  enables  them  to  compete  with  the  whole 
world.  If  this  were  so,  was  there  not  justice  in 
giving  this  duty  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  were 
so  differently  situated  as  to  require  the  interposition 
of  Governibent  ? 


It  had  been  said  that  there  is  at  present  do  re- 
ciprocity in  the  commerce  between  the  Soothgn 
and  Western  States ;  that  the  people  of  the  Wot 
do  not  take  the  cotton  of  the  South,  but  io  fict 
drain  them  of  their  specie,  in  payine&t  for  prodoee, 
d&c.  But,  Mr.  M.  asked,  wnere  is  the  specie  k- 
quired  by  which  the  people  of  the  Sooth  are  o- 
abled  to  pay  for  the  products  of  the  Westi  lib 
taken  by  the  people  of  the  South  from  tke  peojik 
of  the  North,  for  their  cotton,  and  the  bagsiof 
with  it.  And  what  becomes  of  articles  mtnafu- 
tured  out  of  this  cotton  ?  Why,  they  find  tfacii 
way  over  the  mountains,  and  ask  for  the  speck 
from  the  West  which  is  received  from  the  pecfle 
of  the  South,  to  whom  it  is  again  paid  for  ibdr 
raw  cotton.  And  it  is  thus  that  every  part  of  ^ 
great  Republic  is  made  to  contribute  to  the  pros- 
perity, strength  and  durability  of  the  whole. 

Referring  to  the  frank  proposition  of  a  gesA- 
man  from  the  South  to  s^ve  up  the  existing  datrof 
cotton,  why,  Mr.  M.  a^ed,  was  the  gentleman  se 
willin^^  to  give  it  up  ?  Is  it  not  because  we  iuvt 
establishments  in  our  own  country  competent  lo 
its  manufacture  without  this  protection?  Andi 
not  this,  said  Mr.  M.,  an  argument,  and  a  power- 
ful one,  in  favor  of  the  doctrine  for  which  we  oca- 
tend  ?  Pass  this  bill,  said  Mr.  M. — grant  tke 
duty ;  and  if  in  ten  years  hence  any  of  us  shs^ 
be  uelrberating  within  these  walls,  on  a  IhU  aaab- 
gous  to  this,  and  if  the  people  of  the  West  shooM 
be  called  on  by  the  terms  of  that  bill  to  make  tJK 
same  sacrifice,  and  were  to  be  told,  as  an  indQCf* 
ment,  *'  You  have  been  aided  and  assisted  bf  i 
duty  on  cotton  bagging,"  they  too  would  be  able  t: 
say  to  us,  as  is  now  said  by  the  cotton  grower,  f« 
ask  you  not  for  this  protection — ^you  majr  take  itd 
as  soon  as  you  please — ^we  can  live  without  it.  Aa^ 
they  would  say  truly:  for,  give  but  proteetsa 
long  enough  to  establish  their  manufacture  obi 
stable  foundation,  and  they  would  be  able  to  staai 
without  your  aid  -,  they  would  ask  you  for  no  ftd- 
tection. 

Referring  to  the  feature  of  the  bill  which  prv- 
poses  to  lay  a  duty  on  articles  imported  eqpai  to 
the  bounty  which  is  laid  by  foreign  GoveroineaB 
on  their  exportation,  he  said  it  was  the  most  h&- 
portant  feature  of  the  bill.  It  was  intended  to  pr^ 
tect  our  manufacturer  against  the  shrewdness  tsi 
astuteness  of  the  foreign  competitor.  If  tbev 
never  had  been  a  doty  here  on  cotton  bagging  ve 
should  never  have  heard  of  a  bounty  io  Great  Bn- 
tain,  dtc.  Let  us  propose  what  duty  we  maf,  ^ 
said,  the  foreign  Qovernment  stands  readf  ^ 
establish  a  duty  to  precisely  that  amount,  and 
hence  the  importance  of  the  provision,  which  was 
the  very  life  of  this  bill,  to  meet  such  policT,  &<- 

From  the  argument  of  the  gentlemen  from  Soai^ 
Carolina,  contrasting  the  condition  of  EngUs^ 
and  the  United  States,  Mr.  M.  drew  an  argumest 
in  favor  of  this  bill,  the  policy  of  which  was  t9 
plant  the  manufacturer  and  agriculturist  side  bf 
side,  and  make  them  mutually  beneficial  to  n^ 
other,  dbc. 

It  had  been  said  that  it  was  not  the  poller  ^ 
this  Government  to  encourage  by  protecting  du- 
ties the  manufacture  of  articles  on  which  its  ex- 
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istence  does  not  depend,  bat  to  encoarage  such  as 
contribute  to  its  wealth,  strength,  and  greatness. 
IVbaty  Mr.  M.  asked,  constitutes  the  wealth  and 
siren^ch  of  a  Governinent,  unless  it  be  the  strength 
of  the  arm  of  its  citizens :  and  if  we  are  to  have 
that  -wall  of  defence  around  us,  the  interests  of  our 
citizens  must  be  sustained — agriculture  must  be 
sustained,  manufactures  must  be  sustained,  and 
the  countrjr  must  foster  its  own  resources,  and  not 
be  made  tributary  to  foreign  countries.    We  are 
told,  that  if  we  pass  this  bill  our  commerce  is  gone, 
and  that  it  is  commerce  which  contributes  to  our 
wealth,  strength,  and  greatness.    What  is  that 
commerce   which    contributes   to   our   wealth, 
strength,  and  greatness  ?    Is  it  that  which  brings 
to  as  the  result  of  the  labor,  skill,  and  industry  of 
every  other  nation  in  the  known  world  ?    Com- 
merce, in  this  point  of  light,  is  one  of  those  neces- 
sary e^ils  which  must  exist — ^necessary,  because 
we  had  better  be  our  own  carriers  than  pay  other 
nations  for  carrying  for  us.    But  it  is  not  that  sort 
of  commerce  that  is  emphatically  the  source  of 
the  greatness  of  a  country.    No:  when  manufac- 
tures are  placed  on  a  firm  footing ;  when  the  agri- 
culturist and  the  manufacturer  shall  enjoy  equal 
rights  and  privileges — when  all  the  interests  oi 
the  Government  shall  have  been  made  to  contrib- 
ute to  the  strength  of  the  whole— when  the  intel- 
ligence of  our  legislation,  and  the  prosperity  of 
our  country  are  made  to  bear  some  proportion  to 
the  excellence  of  our  institutions — it  is  then  that 
the  produce  of  the  skill  and  industry  of  our  man^ 
ufacturers  will  seek  its  market  in  foreign  climes 
and  bring  back  to  us  the  wealth  which  is  to  con- 
stitute our  strength  and  greatness.   When  we  have 
this  commerce,  which  we  cannot  have  until  our 
manufactures  are  established  so  as  to  compete  with 
other  countries,  then  we  can  expect  to  derive  A'om 
our  situation  all  the  advantages  naturally  belong- 
ing to  it,  &c. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  concur- 
rence in  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  that  this  was  a  very  grave  subject; 
which  gravity,  he  thought,  had  not  been  tested. 
He  had  been  very  much  astonished  at  the  whole 
course  of  the  debate,  in  which  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  information  which  ought  to  be  the  only 
foundation  of  the  debate,  was  wanting — that  is,  the 
real  value  of  the  article  proposed  to  be  taxed,  the 
amount  of  the  tax,  and  the  effect  of  the  tax,  as  a 
prohibitory  duty ;  and,  if  it  should  have  that  effect, 
the  competency  of  the  manufactories  of  the  coun- 
try to  supply  the  demand  for  the  article  thus  pro- 
posed to  be  prohibited.  For  this  information,  he 
intimated,  he  had  looked  in  vain  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  or  to  the  sev- 
eral statements  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  House. 
Disappointed  in  these  sources  of  information,  he 
had  endeavored,  from  others,  to  arrive  as  nearly 
as  possible  at  the  truth.  Taking  the  statement  of 
the  Speaker,  that  the  value  of  the  article  of  cotton 
bageing  in  Scotland,  whence  it  is  now  imported, 
is  l5  cents  per  yard,  and  that  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  of  New  York,  that  the  duty  of  six  per 
cent,  per  square  yard,  added  to  the  countervailing 
daty,  would  be  equivalent  to  60  per  cent,  on  the 


value  of  the  article,  with  that  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  valuing  the  article 
at  17  cents  per  yard,  Mr.  M.  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  value  of  the  article,  when  subjected  to 
duty  here,  might  be  computed  at  1&}  cents  per 
yard,  and  that  the  duty  proposed  by  this  bill  would 
amount  to  66f  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  being  an  ad- 
vance of  46)  on  the  present  duty  of  20  per  cent, 
ad  valorem. 

When  he  came  to  calculate  the  amount  of  this 
commodity  of  bagging  annually  consumed,  he 
made  a  number  of  statements  and  estimates,  which, 
from  the  number  of  figures  thev  embrace,  we  can- 
not pretend  to  trace:  and,  calculating  the  addi- 
tional dutjr  proposed  upon  the  bagging  necessary 
to  bale  this  quantity  or  cotton,  he  arrived  at  the 
amount  of  tax  which  this  bill  would  impose  on  the 
Southern  States,  which  was  of  startling  amount—- 
say  upwards  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

What,  he  asked,  would  be  the  effect  of  such  a 
duty?  The  principles  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  he  said^  on  this  subject,  were  per- 
fectly sound.  But  in  aid  of  his  arguments,  Mr. 
M.  asked,  if,  in  regard  to  this  valuable  traffic  in 
cotton,  the  House  was  apprized  that  there  are  two 
or  three  new  competitors  entering  the  market  of 
Europe  for  the  supply  of  this  article,  of  which  it 
is  now  proposed  to  tax  the  exportation  ?  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  was  perhaps  too  oft- 
en and  unnecessarily  introduced  into  this  House : 
but  he  said,  in  regard  to  Constitutional  law,  as 
well  as  expediency,  we  ought,  in  the  execution  of 
the  letter  of  the  (5onstitution,  to  look  to  the  spirit 
which  dictated  it.  He  said,  then,  that  this  House 
has  no  right  to  impose  such  a  duty  as  this.  Does 
not  the  Constitution  say  that  no  duty  shall  be  im- 
posed on  exportation  1  And  what  matters  it,  whe- 
ther an  export  duty  be  laid  on  the  article  exported, 
or  on  the  envelope  in  which  it  is  enclosed  ?  What 
should  we  say,  if  the  Jamaica  Legislature  were, 
by  a  duty  on  staves,  to  tax  the  article  exported  in 
the  hogsheads,  out  of  which  they  are  composed  1 
Yet  this  was  a  parallel  case.  If  such  export  du- 
ties were  thus  imposed  on  cotton,  Mr.  M.  went  on 
to  argue,  the  article  would  be  exposed  to  competi- 
tion with  the  product  of  other  countries — at  a  time, 
too,  when  the  situation  of  the  country  emphatically 
demanded  that  the  products  of  our  agriculture 
should  be  left  free  to  seek  a  market.  Apart  from 
the  consideration  of  expediency,  however,  he  ar- 
gued that  such  a  duty,  operating  as  a  duty  on  export* 
ation  would  run  counter  to  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution,  and  to  every  sound  exposition  of  it. 

After  some  other  observations  as  to  who  actu- 
ally pays  the  duty  on  this  article  of  cotton  bag- 
ging, Mr.  M.  said,  that  no  man  pretends,  at  pres- 
ent, at  least,  that  we  must  exclude  all  intercourse 
with  the  rest  of  the  world,  because,  at  some  future 
period,  we  may  ourselves  oe  able  to  supply  all  our 
wants.  With  regard  to  the  particular  article  of 
bagffing,  the  argument  drawn  from  the  reduction 
of  the  price  of  coarse  cottons  by  the  prohibitory 
duty,  did  not  apply.  In  re^rd  to  this  manufac- 
ture, there  were  difficulties  in  the  way  of  it :  first, 
in  the  growth  of  the  raw  material ;  the  gathering 
it  in ;  making  it  into  tow,  the  inapplicability  of 
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machinery  to  the  spin  Ding  of  it,  &o.  Compering 
this  manufacture  with  that  of  cottons^  in  wdich  a 
single  machine  performs  the  work  of  lour  hundred 
hands,  &.C.,  no  argument  could  be  drawn  from  the 
success  of  the  cotton  manufactories  to  the  success 
of  the  manufactory  of  bagginff,  ^. 

But  it  had  been  suggests  that  we  are  engaged 
in  a  competition  with  Great  Britain,  and  that  our 
spirit  of  independence,  and  our  pride,  ought  to  in- 
duce us  to  persist  in  it ;  and  it  had  been  sugfi^ested 
that  the  British  premium  on  exportation  had  been 
introduced  to  countervail  oar  duty  on  the  impor- 
tation of  this  article.  As  far  back,  Mr.  M.  said, 
as  the  British  colonial  system,  and  that  admirable 
work,  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations,  on  which  be 
passed  a  high  eulogy,  there  was  a  bounty  on  the 
exportation  from  Great  Britain  of  this  yery  com- 
modity, of  one  and  a  half  cents  per  yard !  It  was 
a  part  of  the  system  of  Great  Britain — ^for  what? 
Not  to  protect  her  home  trade,  but  to  force  her 
commodities  abroad.  Gentlemen  had  said,  if  we 
impose  any  duty  whatever,  she  will  countervail  it. 
But,  Mr.  M.  said,  she  has  not  done  so  in  regard  to 
our  coarse  cottons.  That  nation,  he  said,  has  a 
system  of  policy,  founded  on  her  actual  condi- 
tion and  relations,  to  which  she  steadily  adheres. 
Would  that  we  had  a  system  of  policy  equally 
stable  and  consistent !  But,  he  said,  he  would  not 
now  enter  into  the  general  question  of  policy.  In 
regard  to  the  particular  item  now  under  consider- 
tion,  the  Northern  and  Western  States  were  called 
upon  to  conspire  to  restrain  the  trade  of  the  South- 
ern States  in  a  commodity  which  God  and  nature 
had  furnished  them  the  means  of  producing,  and 
of  which  they  ought  not  to  be,  deprived  by  legisU- 
tion,'dbc. 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  had  no  idea  of  embariassing 
this  bill,  but  intended  to  vote  in  the  integrity  of 
his  heart  for  such  parts  of  it  as  he  believed  to  be 
favorable  to  the  interests  of  the  country.  He 
knew  that  the  majority  had  the  power  to  force 
this  bill  upon  the  nation:  he  only  hoped  that 
they  would  exercise  their  power  with  some  regard 
to  the  Constitution,  to  the  organic  law,  to  the  form 
of  our  Government,  and  to  the  interests  of  the 
country,  d^c. 

Mr.  Abbot  rose  to  remove  an  erroneous  idea, 
that  the  three  cents  duty  on  cotton  was  applied 
beneficially  to  the  plants.  This  was  not  so.  The 
price  he  obtained,  whether  in  his  own  market,  that 
of  Europe,  or  in  the  Northern  factories,  was  regu- 
lated by  the  value  of  the  cotton  alone,  and  not  a 
cent  more  was  obtained,  as  he  showed,  on  account 
of  the  duty. 

Mr.  Brent  wished  to  propose  to  the  honorable 
Speaker  one  question*  That  gentleman  sap  we 
ought  to  lay  this  dutv,  to  excite  a  competition  in 
the  United  States ;  but  the  Committee  will  im- 
mediate! y[  perceive  that  four  or  five  hundred  hands 
are  sufficient  to  make  all  the  bagging  that  can  be 
consumed  in  the  whole  cotton  country:  and  I 
wish  to  ask  the  honorable  Speaker,  whether  it  is 
fair,  that  the  Southern  States  should  be  taxed 
$400,000,  to  support  five  hundred  Western  men? 

Mr.  Ci«AY  rose  and  said,  he  would  answer  the 
gentleman  with  pleasure.    In  the  first  place,  his 


honorable  friend  had  entirely  mistaken  his  vp- 
meat  What  I  said  was,  that  it  wasdeiralik 
there  should  be  a  competition,  not  between  Abk- 
rican  and  American,  out  between  the  Amerieu 
manufacturer  and  the  Scotch  manufactorer.  Be 
is  equally  mistaken  in  his  fact.  He  said,  I  belicTf 
in  a  former  speech,  that  there  was  bntonefieton 
of  cotton  ba^ng  in  all  Kentucky. 

'  [Here  Mr.  Brbnt  explained :  that  he  had  skc 
that,  in  1822,  there  was  but  one,  accordiiig  to  tk 
report  of  the  censvs  of  manufactores,  and  that  i: 
a  languishing  condition.] 

Yes,  continued  Blr.  Clat,  in  a  most  land- 
ing condition,  and  why  ?  For  want  of  the  pro- 
tection of  a  parental  government.  But  nowtbsi 
are,  I  believe,  ten,  certainly  not  less  than  dgkt  l 
a  sinffle  village,  in  Kentucky.  The  gentleoiaa ' 
equallv  mistaxen  as  to  the  number  of  hands  cs 
ployed.  It  is  calculated  that  one  able-bodied  mi! 
can  make  1,000  yards  of  hempen  bagging  io  o» 
year.  The  largest  of  the  establishments  I  ifk 
to,  has  about  one  hundred  hands,  and  it  mk 
100,000  yards  of  bagging,  and  40,000  yards :; 
baling  rope  in  a  year.  Here  is  the  datum  s 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  can  make  akt 
lations  for  himself. 

But  compare  the  arguments  of  the  two  lastgo- 
tlemen.  One  tells  us  uiat  five  hundred  bands Vi 
make  enough  of  the  article  to  sup]dy  the  whole  oi 
the  United  States ;  the  other  teils  us  that  l^ 
whole  United  States  cannot  make  enough  to  sup- 
ply the  Southern  States.  When  these  gentlQi^ 
shall  reconcile  these  two  statements,  we  ^^ 
have  something  more  satisfactory  to  go  upon.  Bsl 
being  up,  I  claim  permission  to  make  soine  replf 
to  arguments  adduced  by  others.  The  geatlefna: 
from  South  Carolina,  who  never  speaks  withos 
illuminating  his  subject,  began,  by  saying,  ^ 
the  present  is  purely  a  sectional  question  toiren 
two  portions  of  the  Union,  and  Congress  is  cM 
to  act  as  umpire  between  them.  Yet,  the  geB!> 
man  professes  to  be  in  favor  of  some  degree  c: 
protection  being  extended  to  some  braocbesfii 
manufacture.  But,  if  he  applies  this  species  d 
argument  to  other  of  the  articles  enumerated  s 
the  billj  it  will  destroy  them  each  in  succestw 
There  is  not  an  article  in  it  that  does  not  prioci* 
pally  affect  some  limited  district  of  the  U&i^ 
One  important  article  is  iron ;  but  that  affectso&f 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey — (and,  1  thinlE  I 
heard  a  faint  sound,  like  asking  protection  for  il 
from  a  part  of  VirfiMa,)  One  of  the  hoDorablc 
gentlemen  presented  a  petition  from  Viigimla^^ 
y^r  also,  and,  when  thts  article  comes  up,  be  viU 
tell  us  that  this  is  a  question  between  the  Umtei 
States  and  Pennsylvania,  and  we  most  be  oiopirei 
and  so  with  cotton ;  and  so  with  every  other  artr 
cles  in  this  beneficent  bill.  We  shall  hare  ^ 
Union  versus  Kentucky,  the  Union  versus  ftasr 
sylvania,  and  so  on,  till  every  item  is  destroH  ^ 
uinpirage. 

But  my  idea  is,  that  the  happiness  of  a  oao^ 
is  the  happiness  of  the  several  parts  that  cm^ 
it ;  that  the  protection  of  the  several  partsof  ac^' 
tion,  is  the  protection  of  the  nation. 

I  did  not  say  that  this  manufacture  required*! 
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ipital  or  skill,  but  only^  oomparatwHy  none.  I 
)ow  it  must  bare  buildings  to  sbelter  tbe  hands 
nployed,  looms  to  weave,  and  implements  to 
tin.  But  these  are  all  nothing  in  comparison  to 
hat  is  required  in  other  branches  of  manufac- 
jes.   Where  slaves  are  used,  the  capital  is  chiefly 

slaves  and  hemp. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Louisiana  asks  why  this 
aoufacture  cannot  subsist  of  itself?  I'll  tell  the 
mtieman.  It  is  because  doubly  protected  and 
)UQtied  industry  can  put  down  industry  that  has 
either  bounty  nor  protection.  Britain  protects 
iT  manufacturer ;  nay,  she  is  not  content  with 
oteeting — she  superadds  to  all  a  bounty  to  en- 
)urage  him,  and  purposely  to  enable  him  to  proi- 
ftte  the  foreign  manufacturer,  eren  in  his  own 
arket  This  is  the  reason.  The  honorable  gen- 
eman  from  South  Carolina  has  laid  down  a  pro- 
)sition  to  which  1  assent,  but  with  some  qualifi- 
ttioQs.  He  says  no  (Government  can  guard  trade 
^iost  fluctuation.  This  is  true  in  general  j  but 
overnment  can  guard  it  a^inst  all  sudi  fluctua- 
3DS  as  are  the  result  of  legislation  in  other  coun- 
ies;  against  such  orerwhelming  fluctuations  as 
e  purposely  occasioned  by  the  acts  of  other  Gk>v- 
nmeots  with  a  hqstile  design.  We  do  not  ask, 
e  never  thought  of  asking,  protection  against 
ir  own  citizens.  It  is  against  the  foreign  manu- 
cturer,  protected,  encouraged,  aided,  bountied, 
f  a  foreign  Government.    A  steady  market  is 


cent  and  a  half,  Augusta  pays  four  or  five  cents 
for  transportation,  brides  the  expense  of  two  com- 
mission establishments,  one  in  flew  Orleans  and 
the  other  at  Savannah.  Yet.  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  continues  his  attacks  upon  the  bill  with 
a  perseverance  which  plainly  shows  that,  when 
his  constitqenta  chose  hiiQ,  they  knew  whom  they 
were  sending. 

I  have  heard  one  most  extraordinary  species  of 
argument  used  in  reply  to  those  urged  from  the 
bounty  on  sugar.  It  is  that  the  quo  antmo  with 
which  a  duty  was  laid,  is  to  be  considered,  rather 
than  its  actual  operation  in  practice.  Sir,  what 
have  we  to  do  with  the  motives  of  the  laws? 
We  have  only  to  inquire,  what  is  the  law,  and 
how  does  it  operate  ? 

We  have  been  told  that  Egypt,  that  South 
America,  that  the  West  Indies,  and  Asia,  are  all 
beginning  to  cultivate  this  plant,  (a  plant  that 
seems  designed  by  Providence  to  furnish  tbe  cloth* 
in^  of  the  whole  human  race.)  And  so,  too^  are 
Virffinia  and  even  Illinois-*for  nature  herself  is 
▼iowted  by  the  necessities  of  suffering  intlustry. 

As  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  he  is  an- 
swered by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana.  He 
seems  to  have  complained  that  certain  statements 
were  not  laid  before  the  House  by  the  gentleman 
who  introduced  this  bill;  but  it  was  equally  the 
duty  of  every  gentleman  to  search  for  information, 
and  to  lav  it  More  the  House  for  general  advan- 


[ually  desirable  to  the  maker  and  the  consumer  ta^.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  done 
^""  '  '  this.    But,  after  all  his  calculations,  the  fact  will 

turn  out  to  be,  that  there  are  about  four  millions 
of  yards  of  bageing  consumed  annually  in  the 
United  States.  Is  it  not  important  to  put  in  mo- 
tion aU  the  active  industry  necessary  to  manufac- 
ture this  amount,  and  to  provide  the  materials  for 
its  fabrication?  It  seems  to  have  come  to  this, 
that  the  Southern  district  of  the  Union  is  tosepa-' 
rate  itself  from  all  the  rest,  and  unite  itself  with 
Inverness  and  Dundee!  that  the  prosperity  or 
distress  of  Inverness  and  Dundee  are  to  be  the 
prosperity  or  distress  of  the  Southern  States  of 
this  Union.  Sir,  is  it  not  better  that  the  manu- 
facturers, with  whom  our  brethren  are  to  be  so 
closely  united,  should  reside  in  the  Union,  than 
out  of  it? 

Mr.  C.  then  went  into  an  argument  illustrative 
of  the  general  nature  of  trade,  which  always 
moves  in  a  circle,  and  showed  that  the  trade  be- 
tween the  Western  and  Southern  Stales,  was 
mutually  advantageous,  it  formed  (especially  as 
soon  to  be  promoted  by  internal  improvements) 
part  of  the  great  home  system  which  would  build 
up  the  strength  and  prosperity  of  the  Union. 

He  next  replied  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Mercer,)  who  still  persists  to  say  that  the 
QUty  will  be,  in  eflect,  ten  cents  on  the  running 
yard.  I  ask  him,  said  Mr.  C,  whether  the  three 
cents  allowed  by  Ensland  as  a  bount)^,  and  met 
by  a  countervailing  duty  on  our  part,  is  not  hon- 
estly to  be  deducted — for,  what  does  it  avail  for 
protection  that  we  lay  three  cents  if  England  meet 
this  by  a  bounty  to  the  same  amount-.-our  protec- 
tion is  so  far  neutralized ; — it  is.  therefore,  only 


the  article.  With  this,  tbe  manufacturer  can 
ake  some  sort  of  calculation  to  guide  him ;  but 
)t  if  he  is  to  guard  against  the  acts  of  the  whole 
li  verse  of  hostile  Grovernments.    It  is  only  with- 

the  circle  of  our  own  glorious  Republic  that  he 
ks  or  seeks  to  have  his  market  made  secure;  and 

this  extent  his  request  can  be  granted  him. 
ottoQ  growers  have  had  to  pay  fifty  and  sixty 
nts  a  yard  for  bagging.  Now,  from  a  Charles- 
D  price  current,  it  appears  the  price  is  twenty 
id  twenty -two.  Are  not  such  appalline  fiuctu- 
ioos  as  this,  produced  by  the  cupidity  of  foreign 
onopolists,  to  be  deprecated  alike  by  planter  and 
anufacturer? 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  question  before  Congress 
as  whether  the  country  shall  submit  to  a  Scotch 
onopoly,  or  shall  raise  up  an  American  compe- 
:ioD  ?  Surely  the  cotton  growers  would  be  the 
Iter  for  having  two  instead  of  one  to  supply 
em.  He  would  put  a  case.  Supposing  one 
merican  manufacturer,  or  one  village  or  town, 
id,  till  now,  enjoyed  the  undisturbed  monopoly 
'  this  article,  (sometimes  raising  it  on  the  planter 

sixty  cents  a  yard,)  and  it  was  now  proposed 

admit  some  other  town  into  the  trade  for  com- 
)titioQ ;  would  not  Southern  gentlemen  listen  to 
e  proposal !  Would  they  not  hail  it  with  joy  ? 
id  will  they  be  indiflerent  to  it  because  the  new 
tmpetitor  is  in  America  and  the  old  in  Dundee? 
r,  can  it  be  that  gentlemen  will  be  indiflerent 
«ause  the  competitor  resides  in  the  West  ? 
But,  surely,  Louisiana  was  the  last  that  should 
>m plain.    Cotton  baggine  ffoes  from  Kentucky 

that  State  almost  free  of  all  expense  for  trans- 


»rtaiioD.    While  Louisiana  pays  one  cent  or  a]  what  is  laid  over  and  above  this,  bounty,  that  can 
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Wbdnesdat,  February  18. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  the  subject 
has  been  referred,  by  resolution,  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  legal  representatives  of  the  Marquis 
De  Maison  Roujge,  and  those  claiminff  under  him, 
to  institute  a  suit  against  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committea  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Hugh  McCulIouffh,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  his  relief)  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  George  Bichel- 
burger  and  Frederick  Eichelburger,  and  of  certain 
distillers  in  King's  county,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  reported  a  bill  for  ibe  relief  of  certain  dis- 
tillers in  the  United  States;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  McLane  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Wilmot;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  McCoT  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Strain, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Milita- 
ry Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  <<  An  act  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  made  a 
military  road  from  a  point  opposite  to  Fort  St 
Philip,  to  Johnston^s  plantation,  as  an  auxiliary 
to  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment ;  and  it  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
fnents  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'^  An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settle- 
ment of  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,'^  and  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  to  the  said  amend- 
ments was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Rankin  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  said  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate^ by  striking  out  so  much  thereof  as  proposed 
to  insert  a  fourth  section  to  the  said  bill.  This 
motion  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the 
amendments  were  then  concurred  in,  amended  as 
aforesaid. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a 
'statement  of  the  appropriations  and  expenditures 
for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1823,  showing 
the  expenditures  under  each  head,  since  the  1st  of 
January,  1824,  and  the  unexpended  balances  on 
the  1st  of  February,  1824 ;  wluch  letter  and  state- 
ments were  laid  on  the  table. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 
The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  Conoict  in  the  Chair,}  on  the 


bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  respecting  dQtien 
imports. 

The  <jiiestion  pending  from  the  last  day  of  sit- 
ting, being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  BaaiiT  to  stnb 
out  the  clause  imposing  a  duty  of  six  cents  pa 
square  yard  on  cotton  m^ ging  imported— 

Mr.  Cambreleno,  of  New  York,  rose.  He 
said  it  was  quite  unnecessary  to  move  to  strike  m 
the  enacting  claose  of  the  bill.  The  motion  oov 
pending  involved  every  prtociple  which  coold  be 
urg^ed  in  favor  of  that  portion  of  the  bill  dcsigud 
to  impose  prohibitory  or  proteciing  duties.  It  to 
not  material  whether  the  motion  was  to  strike ost 
one  article  or  fifty — the  arjraments  were  similar- 
the  fate  of  this  motion  str&es  at  the  principlAc: 
the  bill  as  a  measure  of  protection.  It  matten 
not  what  may  be  the  particular  condition  of  uf 
manufacture.  The  design  of  this  measure  vi 
prohibit  the  importation  of  oar  manufaetored  so^ 
plies — ^to  confer  on  our  own  capitalists  the  ndt 
sive  privilege  of  supplying  the  country— to  extii- 
ffuish  the  revenue  now  derived  £rom  these  mafii> 
factures,  and  to  supply  the  deficiency  bjr  aogDefii- 
ing  the  duties  upon  other  importations.  Tiui :» 
the  character  of  the  measure^  and  these  are  lu 
principles  avowed  by  the  chairnoan  of  (he  Coo 
mittee  on  Manufactures. 

In  the  progress  of  our  free  Government,  sd 
Mr.  C,  it  would  be  well,  occasionally,  to  m^ 
to  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  origioalij 
founded.  The  time  is  seasonable,  and  while  wc 
are  agitating  this  grave  question  about  the  pecu- 
liar forms  of  party,  it  would  be  well  to  tuesi 
something  to  the  principles  of  the  GoTernoiefiL 
according  to  which,  our  national  afiain  are  hst 
after  to  be  administered.  No  occasion  can  be 
more  proper  for  the  inquirv — no  question  can  imi- 
tate principles  more  pro/ound.  We  maf  diler 
about  our  measures  of  defence — ^we  may  ck; 
with  devotion  to  our  remnant  of  State  rignts;  is; 
the  measure  now  proposed  involves  the  n%hu& 
freemen — the  principles  of  ci  v i I  liberty.  It  ii  i^ 
this  or  that  section,  which  alone  is  interested. 
The  question  extends  wherever  free  goverame&t 
is  valued  and  understood — to  the  North,  the  Souilit 
the  East,  and  the  West— the  gallant  West,  vbcft 
I  trust,  said  Mr.  C  the  principles  of  civil  libfftf 
will  remain  imperishable  as  its  glory.  Shcsii 
we  sanction  bv  our  acts  the  principles  now  advo- 
cated, we  should  adopt  a  scheme  of  goreraoefi^ 
hostile  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  we 
shall  probably  not  long  have  occasion  to  discnQ- 
inate  between  forms  of  government ;  for,  whilst 
the  generous  impulses  of  chivalry  may  be  teopc- 
ing  us  abroad  to  emancipate  the  world,  passtoas 
less  pure  and  elevated  will  be  secretly  uadermi&- 
ing  the  foundations  of  our  own  Constitaiiooti 
lil^rty. 

The  ffentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Brci- 
anan)  tor  whose  judgment,  said  Mr.  C.,  I  lu^ct 
high  respect,  supposes  that  we  are  acting  opoa  > 
measure  framed  according  to  ancient  osage— tn^ 
we  are  graduating  the  scale  of  encourageipeai  t? 
our  manufactures,  and  moderatriy  angmentiogi''' 
imposts — that  we  are  still  keeping  in  viewiiieig^ 
gregate  interests  of  our  coontry  and  our  rereaoe; 
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and  such  is  Uie  character  of  the  measure  Which 
was  anticipated  by  the  eommunity.  But  such  a 
measure  was  never  contemplated  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures,  nor  is  any  such  measure 
now  advocated  by  the  chairman  oi  the  committee. 
The  character  of  the  measure  no^  proposed  is 
prohibitory.  The  system  contemplated,  is  to  be 
fashioned  after  the  British  model — the  >bill  is 
framed  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  granting  to  our 
capitalists  the  exclusive  privilege  of  supplying  our 
country  with  manufactures  to  the  value  of  mil- 
lions. Upon  this  question  there  is  no  middle 
ground.  The  gentlemen  from  the  West  are  cor- 
rect in  contending  for  some  reciprocity  of  these 
privileges.  If  the  capital  of  the  East  is  to  be  em- 
ployed, so  must  that  of  the  West.  The  whole  is 
a  scheme  of  balanced  privileges  to  capital,  to  bor- 
row an  expression — ^"cutting society  horiton tally." 
You  must  take  the  whole  of  it  to  perfect  it.  What- 
ever may  be  the  policy  of  a  system,  so  long  re- 
jected by  intelligence,  and  however  feasible  the 
balancing  these  privileges  between  the  agricultural, 
manufacturing,  and  commercial  interests,  may 
have  been  in  England,  the  scheme  is  utterly  im- 
practicable here;  legislative  privileges,  designed, 
as  they  must  ever  be  in  the  aggregate,  to  give 
capital  employment,  must  be  enjoyed  almost  ex- 
clusively in  that  section  of  the  country  where  it  is 
most  abundant ;  it  is  impossible  to  execute  here 
any  plan  of  balanced  legislation  which  can  dif- 
fuse Its  influence,  whatever  it  may  be,  equally  and 
justly  in  the  agricultural  portions  of  our  coutitry. 
Even  the  West  must  at  all  times  share  little  ad- 
vantage from  any  such  legislative  compromise. 
Its  operation  must  always  be  in  our  country  un- 
equal and  unjust;  throwing  entirely  out  of  view 
its  weight  upon  the  community. 

The  honorable  Speaker  has  defied  us  to  show  a 
manufacture  or  a  branch  of  industry,  which  has 
flourished  without  legislative  protection.  This 
cannot  be  a  difficult  task,  when  we  see  industry 
springing  up  in  every  country,  and  flourishing  too, 
through  causes  iiltogether  independent  of  legisla- 
tion. But,  sir,  what  has  been  the  history  of  the 
very  manufacture  distinguished  by  that  gentle- 
man's attention — I  mean,  said  Mr.  C,  the  cotton 
manufacture  in  England.  It  was  virtually  pro- 
hibited by  the  act  of  1721 — it  was  persecuted  for 
more  than  fifty  years — because  the  raw  material 
was  not  a  production  of  the  country,  and  (very 
probably)  through  the  avarice  of  the  linen  man- 
ufacturers, who  have  always  enjoyed  the  special 
favor  and  protection  of  Parliament.  But  these 
persecutions,  driving'  genius  to  its  expedients, 
produced  the  labor-saving  machine.  I  refer  it  to 
the  sagacity  of  speculative  philosophy  to  establish, 
whether  the  bounty  of  Parliament  did  most  in- 
jury to  the  linen,  or  its  persecutions^ most  benefit 
to  the  cotton  manufacture.  Since  this  discovery, 
Parliament  has  done  nothing  more  than  accele- 
rate a  revolution  in  industry,  whioh,  through  the 
agency  of  Mr.  Arkwright's  mvention,  would  have 
been  gradually  but  inevitably  efifected,  and  in  a 
manner  more  salutary  to  the  aggregate  interests 
of  England,  and  less  injurious  to  previously  exist- 
ing and  ancient  establishments. 

18th  Con.  1st  SBflfl^-50 


Much  reliance  appears  to  have  been  placed  upon 
the  feeble  influence  of  our  laws.  We  attribute  to 
our  act  of  1816,  what  had  been  previously  efiected 
during  a  long  period  of  restriction  and  war,  when 
capital,  having  no  employment  in  commerce,  was 
employed  by  the  labor-saving  machine.  We  are 
told  the  price  has  been  diminished  since  the  peace, 
and  so  has  the  value  of  almost  every  other  manu- 
factore-^it  is  the  inevitable  consequence  of  peace. 

The  honorable  Speaker  need  not  trouble  him- 
self about  the  *^^fuo  animo*^  of  the  act  imposing  a* 
duty  upon  cotton.  Irs  cultivation  was  inevitable, 
with  or  without  our  law;  it  was  the  laborsa'ving 
machine  operating,  not  only  directly,  but  indi- 
rectly upon,  and  giving  an  Inipulse  to,  the  indus- 
try of  the  world;  the  cause  of  the  cultivation  of 
the  cotton  of  the  South  lies  deeper  than  the  sur- 
face of  our  statute  book. 

But,  we  are  told,  our  manufacturers  are  '' crying 
out  to  us  for  protection."  This,  sir,  is  not  a  ques- 
tion about  Leghorn  bonnets  and  our  other  inter- 
ests of  minor  importance.  Gentlemen  would  find 
less  difficulty  with  measures  of  that  character. 
The  origin  of  the  measure  proposed,  lies  in  an- 
other direction;  the  question  was  raised  and  is 
persisted  in  by  a  portion  of  our  most  wealthy 
manufacturers.  If  gentlemen  will  take  the  trouble 
to  examine  the  memorials,  they  will  find,  among 
those  most  prominent  in  <* crying  out  for  protec« 
tion,^  the  name  of  Mr.  Slater,  a  very  respectable 
Englishman :  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  wealthy 
manufacturers  in  the  country — one  who  has  en- 
joyed a  very  large  portion  of  this  legislative  pro-< 
tectlon;  but  who  appears  to  be  still  unsatisfied, 
and,  in  his  memorial,  strenuously  recommends  to 
us  the  policy  of  his  native  Country;  although  his 
countrymen,  after  two  centuries  experience,  pro- 
nounce it  to  be  a  "  system  of  error  or  a  system  of 
abuse." 

But,  to  the  question.  What,  in  the  aggregate, 
is  the  measure  proposed  ?  To  prohibit  the  impor- 
tation of  manufactures  and  other  articles  to  the 
value  of  about  thirtv  millions  of  dollars.  It  is 
true  that  we  are  tola  that  a  certain  portion,  but 
that  small,  will  not  be  prohibited  for  some  time  to 
come.  The  bill  is  admirably  framed  to  accom- 
plish the  object  in  view,  which  is,  as  we  have 
been  very  frankly  told  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  to  restore  our  country  to  that  state  of 
unparalleled  prosperity  it  enjoyed  during  the  late 
war — ^the  only'period  when,  as  he  says,  our  manu- 
factures were  efficiently  protected. 

Is  not  this  an  undisguised  war  upon  the  com- 
merce of  our  country  1     , 

Suppose  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  had, 
by  an  Order  in  Council,  threatened  thus  suddenly 
to  destroy  the  employments  of  our  mariners,  to 
disturb  an  existing  channel  of  our  industry,  and 
force  its  capital  into  manufactures — a  measure,  in 
it^  operation,  precisely  similar  to  that  now  pro- 
poseo.  We  should  promptly  resist  it,  not  only  as 
violating  our  national  rights,  but  as  injuring  the 
aggregate  interests  of  our  country.  And  yet, 
when  we  are  called  upon  to  perform  a  correspond- 
ing act  upon  ourselves,  we  are  very  gravely  told 
it  IS  salutary  and  wise. 
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It  is  not  necessary  to  advert  to  the  practices  of 
other  Qoyernments,  nor  to  indulge  in  abstract  rea- 
soning. The  industry  ol  every  country  must  be 
regulated  and  protected  according  to  the  circum- 
stances and  condition  of  the  country.  There  is 
nothinff  in  our  condition  to  require  that  we  should, 
at  this  late  day,  search  the  dusty  records  of  France 
and  England,  to  mould  our  laws  in  absurd  con- 
formity to  their  ancient  statutes — nothing  to  in- 
duce us  to  imitate  the  venerable  follies  <?  every 
age  and  every  country.  There  is  neither  wisdom, 
honor,  nor  profit,  in  a  countervailing  war  of  per- 
naan'Mit  monopolies. 

The  prosperity  of  nations  depends  on  their  na- 
tural advantages,  and  their  constitutional  security 
oif  property  and  right.  Measures,  violating  either 
the  one  or  the  other,  injure  the  agcregate  interests 
of  the  country.  Such  is  the  character  of  the 
measure  now  proposed.  The  manufacturing  cap- 
ital of  a  nation  is  formed  through  ttw  silent  and 
compound  accumulations  of  trade  and  navigation. 
When  these  channels  are  permitted  to  contribute 
their  acou mutations  in  a  natural  way,  the  three 
branches  flourish  together.  Such  is  the  actual 
condition  of  things  in  New  England,  which  is, 
and  must  continue  to  be,  in  defiance  of  all  our 
laws,  the  manufacturing  district  of  this  country. 
We  may,  by  our  measures,  accelerate  the  transfer 
of  capital  from  trade  and  navigation  into  the 
channel  of  manufactures ;  but  we  shall  not  there- 
by employ  the  most  salutary  means  of  enlarging 
our  manufacturing  industry,  while  we  shall  essen- 
tially injure  other  and  important  interests. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  condition  of  our  country 
calling  for  such  a  measure.  It  is  true  that  in 
some  portions  there  is  distress:  but  gentlemen 
have  mistaken  the  remedy.  The  measure  pro- 
posed will  contribute  no  relief  to  the  interior:  the 
capital  to  be  employed  in  these  new  manufactures 
is  already  gathered  in  the  East ;  and,  wherever 
that  accumulation  exists,  there  must  be  the  theatre 
of  the  operation  of  thb  measure.  But  the  causes 
of  the  distress  of  the  interior  have  also  been  mis- 
token.  They  are,  in  some  measure,  incidental  to 
every  new  country  ;  but  they  are  also  to  be  attrib- 
uted to  errors  in  legislation — ^not  here,  but  else- 
where. Wherever  laws  agitate  the  security  of 
property  and  right,  confidence  is  annihilated,  in- 
dustry cannot  flourish. 

We  cannot  view  the  industry  of  our  country  in 
the  aggre^te,  nor  contemplate  its  astonishing 
march  during  the  last  forty  years,  without  feeling 
satisfied  of  the  wonderful  influence  of  constitutioasu 
government  upon  the  industry  of  nations.  It  is  to 
this  great  cause,  and  nol  to  any  of  our  ingenious 
regulations,  that  our  rapid  national  growth  is  to  be 
attributed.  In  superintending  the  operations  of 
industry  in  a  country  like  ours,  embracing  every 
climate,  every  production,  every  art,  and  every 
8cienoe|  we  should  cautiously  abstain  from  any 
legislative  act  calculated  to  agitate  its  movements, 
lest  we  should  arrest  a  wheel  or  disturb  the  har- 
mony of  so  magnificent  a  work. 

But,  continued  Mr  C,  we  are  told  that  all 
branches  of  industry  have  an  equal  claim  to  pro- 
tection— that  our  Southern  agricultural  interest 


and  our  commercial  interest,  haTe  shaied  tk 
peculiar  favor  and  protection  of  Gorenmat, 
while  our  manufacturing  interest  has  beeo  » 
gl^cted,  and  we  are  now  called  apon  to  legi&liie 
on  the  basis  of  reciprocity. 

Although  this  argument  has  beea  urged  viui 
invincible  gravity,  yet,  as  it  regards  our  agnal- 
tural  interest,  it  cannot  be  deemed  worthy  a  seno«& 
reply.  Onr  agricultural  interest,  in  no  sectioitf 
our  country,  has  ever  been  the  subject  of  ibis  aan 
of  legislative  protection.  Whatever  msf  hire 
been  the  speculations  of  our  legislators,  oar  tun- 
ers have, generally  pursued  their  labors,  withM'. 
being  conscious  of  any  advantages  derived  iocr 
dentally  from  our  laws,  and  certainly  witbon 
having  solicited  any  such  protection. 

It  is  true  we  have  a  Committee  on  Agriculcorr. 
but  our  Committee  on  Manufactures,  while  i: 
keeps  in  motion  its  wheels  and  trip^hammen,  bi> 
kindly  condescended  to  superintend  our  plough 
and  sheep-folds.  While  other  committees  » 
furnished  with  spacious  chambers,  the  vcrf  r- 
spectable  representatives  of  our  great  agricuitua 
interest  are  consigned  to  one  of  Uie  mosicheerksi 
cells  in  this  vast  labyrinth.  Indeed,  were  it  m 
for  a  remnant  of  respect,  which  we  still  proift» 
for  our  agricultural  interest,  and  a  scropokv 
regard  for  Parliamentary  forms,  we  might  as  wdl 
alwlish  the  committee.  The  revenue  now  propoMd 
professes  to  iavor  our  Northern  and  Westers  tf 
ricuiture ;  but  before  our  farmers  accept  of  ih^ 
protection,  it  would  be  well  to  mark  the  deztenif 
of  the  compromise.  The  bill  proposes  to  im^ 
additional  unties,  but  not  prohibitory,  on  agnco.- 
tural  productions,  to  the  value  of  little  more  tki 
a  million  of  dollars,  while  it  embraces  heavy 
duties,  amounting  to  proliibition,  on  manufactam 
required  lor  agricultural  use,  to  the  value  of  aboai 
twenty-six  millions  of  dollars.  Before  the  agn- 
cultoral  interest  of  this  country  engages  in  ite 
compact  of  balanced  monopolies,  it  would  be  veii 
to  refer  to  the  termination  of  a  smiilar  coooera  ic 
England,  where  agriculture  is  prostrated,  m\uk 
manufactures  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  tlus 
legislative  compromise. 

We  are,  however,  informed,  that  oor  connnercc 
is  the  ofisprittg  of  legislative  bounty  and  pro(e^ 
tioo.  I  shall  pass  over,  said  Mr.  C,  less  imporuti 
regulations,  to  reach  those  which  have  been  deemed 
most  essential  in  protecting  oor  narigatioa— ^ 
coasting  trade  and  discriminating  doty. 

Our  ship  owners,  we  are  told,  hare  enjoyed  s 
mofiopoly  of  our  coasting  trade. 

Now,  r  would  ask,  what  sort  of  a  mooopolj 
this  can  be  to  the  ship  owners  of  a  nation,  wbcae 
commerce  has  always,  even  in  the  remot^t  qvMt- 
ters  of  the  globe,  driven  British  commerce  oot  ol 
its  accustomed  channels,  wherever  nariiatioo  wa^ 
free  to  both  nations?  A  monopoly  <«  oor  owa 
coasting  trade  three  thousand  miles  from  compe- 
tition !  Had  this  been  the  only  rootire  for  such  a 
regulation,  it  would  have  been  the  rery  nioci<r? 
of  legislation.  But  there  was  another,  infioiieiT 
wiser — and  one  which  will  probaUf  P^^'P^*"*'? 
the  regulation.  It  was  very  natuially  supposed, 
that  if  foreign  ships  were  employed  on  out  coast. 
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t€  wooM  more  probabljr  be  for  illicit  purposes,  than 
under  any  expectation  of  profit  in  fair  competition 
with  an  active  and  more  skiifol  rival.  •  Tlie  reg- 
ulation was  necessary  to  goard  our  rerenue  from 
fraud,  and  it  is  presumed  to  be  so  still. 

Bat  we  come  now  to  that  mighty  foundation  of 
American  commerce,  the  discriminating  duty. 
What  was  it  ?  An  addiiional  duty  on  mercban-. 
dise  imported  in  foreign  ships  of  ten  per  centum, 
not.  on  the  value  of  the  memiandise^  but  on  the 
amount  of  the  duty.  And  here  let  me  call  the 
attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  period  when  this 
regulation  was  adopted^--at  that  time  the  average 
rate  of  duties  was  no(  equal  to  ten  per  centum  ad 
▼alorem.  Supposing  it  ten  per  centum,  the  dis- 
eriminatiag  duty  would  be  one  per  centum  on  the 
value  of  tl^  merchandise.  And  yet  we  are  now 
gravely  told,  .that  this  discriminating  duty  laid  the 
louadatioos  of  our  commercial  ptospetity. 

This  is  the  opinion  of  gentlemen,  for  whom, 
aaid  Mr.  C,  I  have  a  high  respect ;  but  I  attribute 
it  to  other  causes  than  the  influence  of  Legislation. 

It  is,  perhaps,  travelling  a  little  out  of  the  regu- 
lar course  of  argument,  to  trace  the  history  of  our 
commerce;  but  lam  enxioos  that  the  New  Bed- 
ford memorialists  should  know  what  kind  of  pro- 
tection the  industry  of  their  ancestors  enjoyed, 
and  to  furnish  the  honorable  Speaker  with  another 
evidence,  that  industry  can  spring  up  and  flourish, 
noi  only  without  legislative  protection,  but  in  de- 
fiance of  its  hostility. 

What,  sir,  was  American  commerce,  before  this 
Government,  wiih  all  its  laws,  was  in  existence? 

We  have  upon  record  the  authority  of  a  cele- 
brated maa-*-of  one  who  was  an  eloquent  advo- 
cate of  natural  rights,  till,  startled  by  the  spectre 
of  the  French  revolution,  he  sought  shelter  under 
the  shadow  of  the  throne.  We  most  all  recollect 
the  portrait  of  our  ancestors  by  the  masterly  pen- 
cil of  Mr.  Burke.  Struck  with  admiration  at  their 
enterprising  labors,  he  exclained,    "  Whilst  we 

*  follow  them  among  tumblihg  mountains  of  ice, 
'  and  see  them  penetrating  the  deepest  frozen  reces- 
'  ses  of  the  North — whibt  we  are  looking  for  them 
^  beneath  the  arctic  circle— we  hear  that  they  have 
'  pierced  into  the  opposite  Iregion  of  polar  cold — that 
'  they  are  at  the  aotipodes,  and  engaged  under  the 

*  frozen  serpent  of  the  Sooth." 

Such  were  our  ancestors,  before  the  Revolution — > 
bold,  hardy,  and  enterprisiDg-~distanciDg,  as  we 
are  told,  the  "  perseverance  of  Holland,  the  activ- 
ity of  France  and  the  dexterous  and  firm  sagacity 
of  English  enterprise."  Was  this  the  efiect  of 
legislative  protection  7  No,  sir  ^  we  are  also  told 
that  the  "colonies,  in  general,  owed  little  or  nothing 
^  to  any  care  of  Parliament — that  they  had  not  been 
^  squeested  into  that  happy  form  by  the  constraints 
'  of  watchful  and  suspicious  government  ^  but  that, 

<  through  a  wise,  and  salutary  neglect,  a  generous 

*  nature  had  been  sofiered  to  take  her  own  way  to 

<  perfection."  But  the  colonies  were  not  merely 
neglected — they  were  cramped  and  restricted  by 
Parliament,  by  measures  of  a  character  similar  to 
that  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

The  Revoluuon,  for  a  time,  turned  the  bold  and 
enterprising  spirit  of  out  ancestors  into  a  more 


glorious  direolion—from  warring  with  the  ele^ 
ments,  they  turned  to  grapple  with  oppression. 
But  our  wars  once  over--our  colonial  restrictions 
brushed  away-^^ur  Union  settled,  as  I  trust,  on 
eternal  foundations— our  m«riaers.  free  as  the 
winds,  were  once  more  the  heralds  or  older  nations 
in  desolate  regions.  AU  our  restrictions  and  wars 
since-  have  been  unable  to  arrest  the  impetuous 
march  of  our  commeree  to  that  point  of  elevation 
and  grandeur  towiurds  which  a  ^  generous  nature'' 
and  an  emancipated  people  irresistibly  impelled  it. 
Let  us  not  dupe  our  understandings  by  attributing 
our  commerce  to  a  few  harmless  custom  regula* 
tions.  . 

The  mariners  of  this  country  fear  no  competir 
tion.  They  ask  no  tax  for  their  support.  As  to 
the  bounty  to  our  fishermen,  whenever  (Govern- 
ment may  deepi  it  expedient  to  take  off  the  duty 
upon  salt,  they  may  abolish  the  drawback.  As  to 
the  discriminating  duty,  it  is  already  practically 
abolished. 

But  gentlemen  may  consider  all  our  navigation 
laws  as  protecting  to  our  commerce.  If  they  re- 
quire only  reciprocal  justieey  the  measure  is  already 
more  than  full.  The  existing  rates  oi  duty  operate 
aa  incidental  encouragement  to  our  manufiicturea, 
and  are  more  than  equal  to  any  advantage  com- 
merce ever  enjoyed. 

Buty  continued  Mr.  C,  I  have  now  to  consider 
the  most  important  objections  to  the  adoption  of 
the  principles  advocated  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures.  How  will  they 
operate  upon  our  revenue  system  ? 

There  was  a  time,  sir,  when  we  supposed  that 
in^  imposing  duties  on  imports,  our  main  object 
was  revenue — a  time  when  our  manu&cturers 
were  satisfied  with  the  incidental  encouragement 
derived  from  our  taxation.  But  the  war  unsettled 
many  of  our  ancient  and  salutary  rules.  We  are 
no  longer  to  suard  our  Treasurv.  We  established, 
in  1820.  a  Uommittee  on  Manufactures,  which 
now  calls  upon  us  to  abandon  the  principle  of  all 
former  revisions  of  our  tarifif,  and  to  impose  duties 
for  the  purpose  of  prohibiting  importations  and 
extinguishing  revenue.  Before  we  abandon  our 
old-fashioned  revenue  doctrine,  let  us  inquire  what 
effect  the  measure  proposed  will  produce  on  our 
Treasury. 

The  object  of  the  committee,  as  stated  by  the 
chairman,  is  to  prohibit  manufiictures  immediately, 
in  roost  cases ;  ultimately,  in  others.  It  matters 
not  whether  the  measure  operates  at  once,  or  tea 
years  hence.  Whenever  we  cease  to  import  the 
articles  designed  to.  be  restricted  or  prohibited,  we 
must  inevitably  cease  to  collect  the  revenue  upon 
them.  It  may  be,  sir,  that  the  anticipations  of  the 
committee  will  not  be  realized;  that,  notwithstand- 
ing these  enormous  duties^  the  urgent  necessities 
of  the  country  will  still  be  suppllMl  from  abroad ; 
but,  in  that  case,  the  measure  ts  useless — we  aug- 
ment, our  taxes  without  accomplishing  the  object 
in  view.  In  arguing  this  question,  however,  we 
must  presume  that  the  purpose  of  the  committee 
will  be  accomplished,  and  the  articles  prohibited. 
According  to  a  statement  which  I  have  prepared, 
said  Mr.  C.,  from  Treasury  documeots,  it  appears 
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that  manufactures  designed  to  be  protected  by 

S'ohibitory  duties,  yielded,  in  the  year  ending  90th 
eptember  last,  a  revenue  of  97)327,256;  that 
other  articles,  partially  manufactured,  or  forming 
raw  materials  for  manufactures,  yielded,  in  the 
same  year,  $91 3,969,  and  that  the  agricultural  ar- 
ticles yielded  9278,736 — ^making,  altogether,  ^8,- 
529,961  of  revenue. 

It  is  evident  that,  if  the  purposes  of  the  commit- 
tee be  accomplished,  a  very  considerable  portion 
of  this  revenue  must  be  extinguished.  In  any 
event,  our  revenue  system  will  be  seriously  injured 
by  the  measure. 

Are  we  in  a  condition  to  tamper  with  our  rev- 
enue ?  The  present  crisis  is  a  peculiar  one  in  the 
history  of  our  country.  In  our  nrospeciive  specu- 
lations, we  cannot  be  too  sensible  how  much  de- 
pends on  the  political  events  of  a  few  months, 
whether  we  took  at  home  or  abroad.  On  these 
hang  the  question  of  peace  or  war — of  diminished 
or  increased  eipenditure.  But,  whether  we  have 
pence  or  war,  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  tamper  with 
our  revenue.  Let  us  suppose  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  present  threatening  appearances  of  war, 
we  are  destined  to  be  saved  from  its  heavy  ex- 
penditures and  calamities ;  that  we  are  to  be  gov- 
erned by  the  wise  councils  of  a  pacific  Adminis- 
tration, consulting  rather  the  happiness  and  best 
interests  of  our  country  than  the  gratification  of 
a  warlike  or  projecting  ambition.  Let  us  suppose 
that  we  are  to  realize  fifteen  years  of  peace,  and 
(what  would  be  a  miracle  in  the  history  of  gov- 
ernment,) that  we  are  to  extinguish  our  public 
debt.  Have  gentlemen  considered  that,  in  that 
case,  it  would  become  our  first  duty  to  relieve  (he 
people  from  their  taxes?  If  we  believe  that  such 
will  be  the  result,  ousht  we  not  cautiously  to  avoid 
any  augmentation  of  our  imposts  ?  I  trust  that 
our  expenditure  may  not  be  permitted  to  keep  pace 
with  our  revenue,  and  that  we  may,  in  a  few  years, 
pay  off  a  large  portion  of  our  public  debt,  and  di- 
minish our  taxes. 

But  these  are  rather  the  speculations  of  hope, 
than  the  result  of  sober  calculation,  and  should 
not  be  depended  upon  by  statesmen.  We  have 
a  striking  instance  of  the  error  of  such  specula- 
tions. In  February,  1792,  Mr.  Pitt  congratula- 
ted the  nation  on  its  general  prosperity ;  the  state 
of  the  finances;  the  prospect  of  a  long  peace; 
and  calculated  upon  a  reduction  of  the  public 
debt  and  expenditure.  Little  did  that  statesman 
anticipate,  that,  in  February,  1793,  the  twenty- 
three  years'  war  would  commence — a  war  which 
shook  the  foundations  of  the  Christian  world. 
Little  did  he  think,  that,  in  thirty  years,  the  ex- 

Senditure  would  be  augmented  from  sixteen  to 
fty  millions  sterling,  and  that  the  tiational  debt 
would  be  trebled.  AH  this,  however,  happened. 
And,  may  it  not  be  fairly  attributed  in  some  meas* 
ure,  to  an  unnecessary  interference  with  the  afikirs 
of  other  nations? 

I  trust,  said  Mr.  C,  our  history  may  not  for- 
Bish,  in  the  next  thirty  years,  a  parallel  case ;  but 
when  I  see  gentlemen  strenuously  advocating 
measures  extravagant  and  magnificent,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  threatening  to  destroy  our  existing 


revenue  system,  I  am  not  without  apprelic»sioBi» 
Whence  do  we  expect  to  draw  our  nfty  laiUioii 
for  internal  improvements,  and  our  hundred  mil- 
lions for  South  American  subsidies  ? 

But,  whether  we  embark  io  these  schema  or 
not,  our  revenue  ought  not  to  be  tampered  wnL 
[t  must  be  evident  to  all,  that,  without  the  iced- 
erating  touch  of  our  Committee  on  Manafaetuns, 
the  natural  growth  of  our  domestic  industry  mibt 
annually  diminish  our  sources  of  revenue.  0« 
existing  revenue  will  probably,  for  many  yean  to 
come,  be  sufficient  to  meet  our  expenditores,  aid 
to  enable  us  gradually  to  extinguish  our  debt;  bot, 
we  should  recoHeet  that  our  expenditure,  (as  it 
happens  in  every  country,)  ftdvaoces  with  oat 
revenue.  It  was  less  than  two  millions  thirtf 
years  aeo.  That  of  the  present  year  will  exceed 
ten  millions — in  both  cases  excluding  the  interat 
on  our  public  debt  During  the  last  five  yean  oar 
income  has  very  little  exceeded  our  expeoditort 
We  have  now  a  surplus  of  $6,466,969,  bnt  tbm 
is  due  the  Sinking  Fund  911,931,604;  ooresth 
mated  revenue  for  the  present  year  falls  short  of 
the  receipts  of  the  past  near  two  millioos  of  dol- 
lars, and  the  next  year  commences  the  ptyom 
of  sixty-five  millions  of  debt  contracted  duriq 
the  war.  I  would  again  ask,  whether  this  bt 
time  to  tamper  with  our  revenae  ? 

I  am  not  disposed^  said  Mr.  C,  to  excite  idie 
alarms  about  our  national  debt,  nor,  should  peiee 
continue,  do 'i  doubt  our  ability  to  extioguish  it 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  support,  with  judicious 
liberality  and  wise  economy,  oar  existing  estaV 
lishmeots;  but,  nevertheless,  I  cannot  avoid  a  r^- 
erence  to  the  experience  of  England,  when  1 1^ 
fleet  that  our  debt,  which  we  had,  in  1813,  redocfd 
to  945,000,000,  has  remained  almost  stationary  itf 
five  years,  and  that  it  now  amounts  to  about  $96,- 
000,000,  indudiog  our  Florida  purchase.  We 
should  advert  to  that  singular  political  fac(,(iat 
the  national  debt  of  England  has  aecumuiaKd 
since  1689 — ^it  was  then  little  more  than  £300.000. 
It  is  the  office  of  wisdom  to  mark^  00  this  political 
thermometer,  the  degrees  by  which  taxation  to 
rapidly  mounted  ;  and,  at  this  early  period  in  ooi 
history,  at  least  to  avoid  any  unnecessary  eipen* 
ments  on  our  revenue.  If  we  are,  indeed,  \fgtsk- 
ting  for  posterity,  let  us  employ  our  existing  rere- 
nue  in  extinguishing  our  debt,  lest  another  wir 
should  add  one  or  two  hundred  millions  to  it  Let 
us  not  lose  an  immediate  and  positive  sdvaDti^t 
in  pursuin^r  a  remote  speculation,  liable  at  best  to 
all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  natural,  moral,  tod  po- 
litical world. 

But,  if  gentlemen  are  determined  to  execute 
this  ingenious  scheme  for  more  rapidly  extio- 
guishing  our  existing  revenue  system,  I  trust  tkef 
are  prepared  with  a  substitute  of  some  kind.  It 
would  be  well,  in- adopting  the  proposed  measore, 
to  throw  a  cautions  and  suspicious  glance  ahwit 
lest  that  licensed  robber,  the  exciseman,  shooi^ 
rush  unexpectedly  upon  us ;  for,  however  accept- 
able his  presence  might  be  to  some  of  U5,  op^ 
conditions,  I  apprehend  it  would  not  be  acceptslilf 
to  the  American  people  upon  any  condii>os>< 
The  time  may  come  when  we  may  be  compel^ 
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4o  resort  to  a  system  of  internal  taxation ;  when 
it  arrives,  I  shall  not  shrink  from  my  daty;  but  I 
lia^e  no  desire  to  accelerate  it.  Our  ezteting  rev- 
enue system  answers  all  our  federal  purposes — let 
ss  preserve  it.  Let  us  leave  all  our  sources  of  in- 
ternal taxation  to  the  use  of  our  State  govern- 
ments, whose  necessities  are  annually  increasing, 
and  where  they  will  be  required  for  that  very 
useful  branch  of  expenditure,  internal  improve- 
ment. 

I  shall  now,  said  Mr.  C,  notice  the  practical 
operation  of  the  principles  advocated  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  upon  property  and  right, 
as  they  are  exhibited  in  the  measure  proposed. 
in  considering  the  mere  expediency  of  the  meas- 
ure, waiving  the  character  of  our  Confederacy,  I 
have  presumed  our  internal  to  be  as  extensive  as 
our  external  powers.  I  have  met  gentlemen-  on 
the  broadest  national  ground,  and  clothed  them 
with  every  attribute  of  sovereignty.  But,  in 
touching  the  points  of  property  and  right,  we  must 
claim  the  protection  of  our  Federal  Constitution. 
In  applying  the  principles  of  our  charter  to  this 
or  any  other  measure,  I  shall  not  refine  theih  into 
almost  invisible  webs,  not  strong  enough  to  bind 
society  together,  nor  shall  I  enlarge  them  to  mon- 
strous dimensions,  crushing  or  annihilating  everv 
|K>wer  with  which  they  come  in  collision.  I  shall 
argue  in  the  spirit  of  our  Constitution,  according 
to  the  maxim  .of  that  invincible  advocate  of  co- 
lonial rights— «the  eloquent  Chatham,  who  says, 
that  '^  in  questions  of  liberty  and  property,  he  was 
apt  to  distrust  the  refinements  of  learning:"  he 
generally  "  consulted,  and  was  determined  by  the 
dictates  of  common  sense."  A  guide  more  sure  and 
penetrating,  in  such  questions,  than  all  the  grave 
conclusion*  of  profound  and  abstract  science ;  one 
that  cannot  be  deceived  by  our  modern  art  of 
clothing  an  unconstitutional  purpose  in  a  Consti- 
tutional dress ;  that  rejects  the  distinction  between 
the  abuse  and  usurpation  of  a  power — a'  guide 
that  can  never  be  seduced  by  modern  refinements 
or  selfish  patriotism.  Common  sense,  that  old 
and  faithful  friend  of  Constitutional  liberty,  in- 
quires, What,  with  six  or  seven  millions  in  the 
Treasury,  are  our  taxes  to  be  augmented  1  Is  it 
for  the  purposes  of  government?  No;  they  are 
to  increase  the  profits  of  our  manufacturers.  Do 
they  petition  for  these  taxes  ?  Some  of  them  do ; 
but  a  majority,  entrenched  within  their  citadeb  of 
power,  are  busily  and  usefully  employed;  they 
care  not  for  our  laws  or  our  taxes  ^  they  haVe 
enough  to  do  in  managing  their  own  concerns, 
and  in  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  little  worlds 
whose  movements  they  superintend. 

But,  let  us  reject  all  these  idle  forms.  Suppose 
our  capitalists  were  to  propose  to  contract  with 
Government,  giving  bond  and  surety,  binding 
themselves  and  their  beirs  to  furnish  this  country, 
in  ten  years,  and  forever  thereafter,  with  certam 
articles,  at  reduced  prices,  and  in  any  quantity  re- 
4)uired,  upon  condition  that  Congress  should  for- 
ever prohibit  the  importation  of  similar  articles. 
Is  any  gentleman  prepared  to  advocate  such  a 
contract,  upon  federal  and  Constitutional  ground  ? 
And  yet,  where,  in  common  seossiii  the 


difierence  between  such  a  contract  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  measure  proposed — except,  indeed, 
that  by  the  bill  we  grant  away  the  rights  and 
property  of  the  people,  upon  a  mere  speculation — 
without  bond — ^without  security  ?  If  these  are  the 
principles  upon  which  the  property  of  the  con- 
sumers is  to  be  legislated  away,  we  shall  always 
find  capitalists  ready  to  accept  our  contracts  with- 
out responsibility. 

But,  let  us  again  waive  all  forms.  This  mod- 
em scheme  of  protecting  industry  will  cost  our 
revenue  at  least  two  millions  annually.  Suppose 
our  capitalists  were  to  petition  Congress  for  an 
appropriation  of  two  millions,  to  be  distributed 
annually  among  them,  by  our  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  as  bounties.  Should  we  even  dare 
to  vote  for  such  a  disposition  of  the  people's 
money?  Yet,  however  startling  this  proposition 
may  appear,  what  is  the  character  of  the  measure 
actually  proposed  ?  While  one-half  of  this  bill  is 
designed  to  prohibit  importations,  and  plunder  our 
Treasury,  the  other  half  is  acknowledged  to  bean 
increase  of  our  taxes,  to  supply  the  very  deficiency 
thus  about  to  be  created.  But,  in  case  this  in- 
crease of  taxation  should  not  be  suflScient,  we  are 
then  to  resort  to  internal  excise,  to  supply  the 
wants  of  Government,  thus  doubly  taxing  the 
people  of  this  country.  Can  such  a  measure  be 
defended  upon  Constitutional  jp^round  ? 

But,  how  has  this  bill  been  iramed  ?  We  must 
presume  from  its  structure,  from  its  minimuins, 
Its  specific  rates,  and  the  dexterity  of  the  third 
section,  that  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  have 
adopted,  in  every  instance,  the  rates  proposed  by 
the  manufacturers  themselves ;  for  its  provisions 
are  calculated  to  reach  prohibition.  We  must 
presume  (and  that  without  intending  any  disre- 
spect to  the  ffentlemen)  that  the  manufacturing 
members  of  this  House,  probably  some  fifty  or 
sixty,  have  furnished  to  the  committee  the  very 
rates  which  are  specified  in  the  bill ;  and  thus  has 
the  bill  been  framed  without  consulting  the  inter- 
est of  our  Treasury,  or  the  rights  or  welfare  of 
any  other  interest.  Indeed,  if  we  are  to  judge  by 
this  formidable  specimen  or  its  labor,  the  commit- 
tee must  have  framed  this  tax  bill  without  re- 
garding any  interest  but  the  one  to  which  it  is 
devoted. 

Such,  said  Mr.  C,  is  the  practical  operation  of 
these  our  modern  principles  of  legislation.  If  we 
are  to  adopt  these  principles — ^if  we  are  to  act 
upon  this  unequal  plan  of  Gk)vernment — ^we  may 
expect  to  go  on  from  age  to  age,  receiving  petitions 
for  privileges,  (for  they  are  absolutely  nothing  else,) 
generally  from  one  section  of  our  country,  where 
a  large  accumuhition  of  moneyed  capital  is  seek- 
ing new  employments.  We  shall  continue  from 
session  to  session,  granting  our  Legislative  con- 
tracts, without  responsibility,  to  our  capitalists  in 
one  section,  while  the  other  sections,  and  ^  that 
rast  community  of  men  without  capital — the  body 
of  society  in  every  country — must  forever  enjoy 
no  other  privilege  but  that  of  submitting  quietly 
to  the  Government  contracts,  and  contributing  a 
portion  of  their  annual  income  or  labor,  to  in- 
crease the  capitals  of  the  contriictors.    And  is  this 
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legislating  in  the  spirit  of  our  Federal  Conftitti- 
tioD  ?  Are  these  the  modern  principles  of  Re- 
publican government?  Is  it  not  despotism  ?  And 
yet,  we  hare  heard  the  exclamation,  What !  are 
we  threatened  with  disunion  ? 

I  trust,  said  Mr.  C,  that  the  American  people 
will  ever  be  animated  by  the  spirit  of  their  ances- 
tors. When  they  were  threatened  with  measures 
similar  to  this  now  proposed— when  they  were 
shackled  with  restrictions — it  appears  our  ances- 
tors had  other  principles  than  ihose  now  in  fash- 
ion— they  thought  it  was  patriotism  to  resist. 
When  their  pro^rty  and  rights  were,  violated  by 
lawless  power,  they  made  a  determined  stand  for 
the  liberties  ol  mankind,  and  solemnly  appealed 
to  the  Mighty  Arbiter  of  nations — ^rejecting,  with 
indignation,  all  parliamentary  sophistriesy  they 
broke  the  chains  with  which  subtle  ingenuity 
and  usurpation  would  have  bound  them. 

When  we  see  measures  of  this  character  advo- 
cated here  upon  principle;  when  we  see  such 
principles  sanctioned  by  the  names  of  some  of 
the  most  distinguished  men  in  our  country  ;  when 
we  see  gentlemen  claiming  a  Constitutional  right 
to  impose  on  the  agricultural  and  Atlantic  States 
a  system  of  perpetual  vassalage,  we  must  lament 
that,  in  our  short  history,  we  may  read — a  melan- 
choly lesson  for  mankind— 4hat  even  here,  as  else- 
where, it  is  not  in  these  idle  forms  of  constitu- 
tions, Dttt  in  the  statute  book,  we  are  to  look  for 
the  character  and  principles  of  a  Government. 
We  may  read  that,  under  the  name  and  sanction 
of  a  free  constitution,  private  rights  and  private 
property  may  be  violated  with  as  much  cool  in- 
difierence  as  if  this  Government  were  armed  with 
the  proud  authority  of  the  lawless  Ottoman.  We 
may  read  in  the  s&eal  with  which  this  measure  is 
advocated  an  evident  indication  of  the  growth  of 
power — we  may  foresee  that  even  this^  the  sub- 
limest  institution  of  mankind)  is  destined  to  disso- 1  by  laws,  called  for  by  neither  policy  nor  iiowir. 


meitt,  and  render  it,  through  the  tyiaaay  of  lavs^ 
detestable  to  any  portion  of  this  country. 

The  measure  proposed  by  the  comnutteectB 
be  supported  on  no  grooiid.  Our  indostry,  it 
every  branch,  is  probably  destined  to  rftck  a 
premature  perfection ;  while  into  the  chamidflf 
manufactures  the  accumulauons  of  trade  tad  airi* 
gation  are  naturally  and  rapidly  flowing.  Tke 
general  question  is  not  the  pffoteetion  and  eoeoo- 
agementof  our  domestic  indostry  ;  itisabaoloidy 
nothing  but  a  contest  between  a  small  poriioQ  of 
our  large  moneyed  contractors,  who  aoticii  Dot> 
opolies  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  multitude  of  ooi- 
sumers,  of  all  classes,  on  the  other. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  CooMiiittae  cm  Uuar 
factures,  and  the.system  upon  i^hicfa  it  is  foooded, 
cannot  be  defended.  They  are  both  repuguat 
to  the  soundest  principks  of  political  eeoM- 
my  i  they  consume  our  revenoe,  vitiate  our  kgis' 
lation,  and  sap  the  foundaiioas  of  oar  Uoios; 
while,  in  reference  to  the  measwn  proposed,  (he 
state  of  the  nation,  whether  we  look  at  home  a 
abroad,  exhibits  no  political  neeeasity  to  sosiaii 
it.  Were  the  question  limited  to  this  soliiuT 
bill—- whatever  may  be  its  character,  whatever  its 
fate*— my  fears  would  be  in  -some  degree  dimiB- 
ished ;  but,  viewins  this  measare  as  a  part  of  t 
permanent  system,  1  cannot  look  forward  witbctf 
apprehensions,  lest,  excited  by  our  sectional  jci* 
lottsies  and  prejudices^  we  should  be  hereafter  pa> 
suaded  that  the  North  has  a  distiiict  intenstfraa 
the  South— the  East  from  the  West^-4eit  qdr- 
stricted  power  should,  at  some  remote  period, 
sacrifice  the  rights  of  the  weaker  portions  of  otf 
common  country.  I  trust,  said  Mr.  C,  the  peode 
on  the  Atlantic  border  may  never  be  trampM 
upon  because  they  are  politically  weak.  Wessk 
nothing  but  ConstAtucional  justice — we  ask  ody 
that  commerce  may  not  be  perpetually  eramped 


lution.  We  mtLj  even  apprehend  that  this  Gov- 
ernment is  destined  to  iall,  like  other  human 
institutions,  through  its  usurimtionsj  and  an  abuse 
of  its  powers.  The  accnmumtioo  or  power  seems, 
under  every  form  of  government,  to  be  inevitable* 
The  people  mav  occasionallv  rise  in  their  majesty 
and  dissolve  these  accumulations;  our  country 
may  feel  the  salutary  influence  of  such  reactions; 
but  power  will  ultimately  triumph ;  these  Alpine 
accumulations  will  ultimately  bid  defiance  to  the 
sun's  meridian  splendor;  let  us  beware  of  the 
avalanche. 

Our  confederacy  now  rests  on  a  rock  of  ada- 
mant^--on  our  political  morality-^n  an  invinci- 
ble attachment  of  an  enlightened  people  to  the 
best  Constitution  in  the  world.  But,  we  must 
not  fearlessly  calculate  on  the  immortality  of  our 
Union  if  we  adopt  measures  like  this  ^  for  no  free 
Government  can  stand  firm  where  it  becomes  a 
principle  of  leffislation  habitually,  and  without  an 
imperative  political  necessity,  to  violate  property 
and  natural  rights.  No  (ree  people  will  ever  suh* 
mit  to  a  Government  which  substitutes  such  rules 
for  the  essential  principles  of  Constitutional  lib- 
erty. Let  us  not,  sir,  retaining  the  forms  of  a  free, 
act  upon  the  principles  of  an  absolute  Gbvern- 


We  entreat  our  political  rulers  to  look  to  the 
future  and  inevitable  destinies  of  thb  great  eoa- 
mercial  nation — to  reflect  upon  the  wars  in  wkieb 
a  high-spirited  Republic,  leading  the  van  of  Cooiii- 
tutional  Governments,  must  be  heieafier  oigagei; 
and  we  beg  them  to  yield  somethinff  more  tbasi 
cold  and  suspicious  attention  to  the  hambie  rifbts 
of  our  mariners.  I  trust  it  will  never  be  tiie  pwicf 
of  our  Government  to  turn  adrift,  without  chttt 
or  compass,  our  gallant  tars,  who,  in  the  midoif^ 
of  our  calamities — when  this  Capitol  was  blaanf 
with  Vandal  fires— avenged  the  insalt^btotledost 
this  spot  upon  our  escutcheon,  and  waved  oa 
standard  on  the  shoies  of  Enfflaad,  fearlessly  m 
triumphantly.  I  trust  we  ^all  never  wage  st 
angry  and  unnatural  war  against  the  heraus  of 
our  reputation  abroad — ^nor  drive  from  its  ^ 
moorings  the  vanguard  of  our  defence. 

Mr.  G.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  followed  Mr*  Ca» 
BanuBNa.  Mr.  M.  commenced  by  sayiag  th^ 
notwithstanding  this  subject  had  occupi»  so  oa» 
of  the  time  of  the  House,  and  had  called  (<»» 
much  talent  and  argument,  yet,  as  the  prorisioi 
in  the  bill  relating  to  the  tax  oa  cotton  baggii^ 
and  which  vvas  proposed  to  be  stricken  oat  tif  tw 
proposition  which  had  been  submitted  by  ibeiutf^ 
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orable  member  frpm  Louisiana,  affected  so  mate- 
rially the  interest  of  the  citizens  of  the  State 
which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  he 
tmated  he  would  be  iadolged  by  the  Committee, 
while  he  submitted  a  few  remarks  expressive  or 
his  disai^robatton  of  this  obnoxious  section,  and 
the  reasons  which  influenced  him  in  voting  for 
striking  it  out 

Sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  general  proTisions  of  the 
bill,  or  the  preliminary  question  whether  a  modi- 
fied tarifi^  under  ezktio^  circumstances,  can  be 
justified  or  not,  are  Questions  which  I  shall  leave 
to  be  discussed  by  abler  hands^  and  confine  my 
ailments  to  the  single  item  embraced  in  thepro- 
vieion  for  striking  out. 

Ic  would  be  in  vain  for  me,  said  Mr.  M.,  at  this 
time,  to  attempt  to  add  any  thing  new  to  the  able 
af|^ments  which  have  been  addressed  to  the  Com- 
nuttee  by  honorable  members  who  have  preceded 
me,  in  favor  of  this  proposition ;  but,  sir,  I  will 
take  the  responsibility  of  attempting  lo  show  in 
what  manner  these  arguments  have  been  attempt- 
ed to  be  refuted  by  the  opposition* 

Sir,  when  the  Committee  are  informed  that 
this  ^  measure  will  operate  excessively  bard  and 

*  ojppressive  upon  the  Southern  section,  that  KeU- 

<  tucky  and  Ohio  will  probably  not  be  able  4o  sup- 

*  ply  the  demand  for  the  article,  and  if  they  were, 
'  that  this  BMasore  will  give  them  the  monopoly 

*  in  the  sale  of  the  article,  at  the  sacrifice  of  the 
^  Southern  interest,  and  at  the  same  time  by  this 

<  means  withdraw  a  respectable  portion  of  the 
'  revenue  from  the  public  cofiers,"  what  are  you 
told  in  reply,  by  the  honorable  member  from  Penn- 
sylvania, the  chairman  of  the  eoipmittee  who  re- 
ported this  bill?  1st,  "That,  true,  this  measure 
^  does  press  exce«sively  hard,  but^you  have  no 

*  right  to  complain^  because  you  have  an  equiva- 
'  lent  in  the  sale  of  your  cotton ;  that  Pennsylva- 

<  nia  consumes  more  cotton  than  all  the  cotton 
'  growing  States;,  that  there  is  a  bounty  of  three 

*  cents  per  pound  on  cotton ;  that  Kentucky  and 
*■  Ohio  pay  this  three  cents  to  the  cotton  growers, 

*  and  ask,  in  return,  this  duty  on  cotton  bagging." 

Sir,  the  argument  of  the  supposed  three  cents 
bounty  on  Southern  cotton  has  keen  so  completely 
met  and  refuted,  by  those  who  have  preceded  me, 
that  nothing  is  left  for  me,  even  were  I  possessed 
of  more  ability  than  I  can  pretend  to  boast  of. 
And,  sir,  how  were  these  arguments  attempted  to 
be  refuted  by  the  honorable  member  from  Pena- 
syivaoia,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  re- 
ported this  bill  ?  By  a  resort  to  that  substitute  for 
argument,  which  is  frequently  made,  when  the 
doctrine  attempted  to  be  opposed  is  irresistible  and 
unanswerable-^I  mean  wit  and  ridicule. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  other  position  of  the  honora- 
ble member  from  Pennsylvania,  "  that  Pennsylva- 
nia consumes  more  cotton  than  all  the  cotton 
growing  States ;"  is  this  anywise  extraordinary, 
and  what  does  it  prove?  Need  I  tell  the  honora- 
ble member  from  Pennsylvania  that  the  South  b 
not,  nor  ever  can  be  made,  a  manufacturing  coun- 
try ;  that  It  is  inconsistent  with  the  habits,  cus- 
toms, nay,  sir,  the  interest  of  the '  people  of  this 
section  of  the  Union ;'  that  they  are  purely  agri- 


culturists? And  is  this  a  good  reason  why  their 
rig<hts  should  be  sacrificed  ?  And  here  let  me  say, 
sir,  I  thank  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia, 
who  spoke  yesterday  on  this  occasion,  for  the  very 
lucid  view  he  took,  in  drawing  the  distinjDtioD 
between  the  situation  of  the  greatest  manufactur- 
ing country  in  the  world  (Great  Britain)  and  our 
own;  the  reasons  which  influence  their  policy, 
which  cannot  ours ;  and  for  his  unanswerable  ar- 
gtmients  showing  that  the  West,  in  suiqporting 
this  measure,  amindon  their  true  interest.  Sir, 
how  diametrically  opposite  is  the  object  and  effect 
of  this  measure,  and  a  bill  introduced  by  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Virginia,  over  the  way— 4 
mean  the  bill  providing  for  the  occupying  the 
mouth  of  Columbia  river,  which  ofiers  greater 
bounties  and  holds  out  greater  inducements  for 
emigration  than  have  ever  been  known  hereto- 
fore, and  the  tariff,  offering  the  greatest  boun- 
ties to  the  Northern  and  Eastern  people  not  to 
emigcate. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  tell  honorable  mem- 
bers in  the  Opposition,  that  they  may  impose  what 
tax  they  please  upon  the  article  which  envelopee 
our  cotton ;  trammel  it  as  you  can  by  the  provia- 
ions  of  this  oppressive  bill ;  take  from  the  Southern 
planter  his  privileee  of  going  with  his  produce  to 
what  market. he  pleases,  and  say  to  him  you  shall 
not  take  in  return  such  articles  as  are  indispensa*- 
ble  to  your  prosperity,  and^  in  doin^  this,  witb- 
draw  from  the  public  coffers  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  revenue  which  possibly  must  be  sup- 
plied by  a  direct  tax  upon  the  people ;  when  all 
this  you  have  effected,  to  the  oppression  of  one 
section  of  the  Union  and  aggrandizement  of  the 
other,  still,  sir,  I  say  this  bifl  will  not  possess  the 
magic  power  (inspired  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Kentuclnr  would  intimate  it  was)  to 
change  that  order  of  thinff»  nature  has  ordained. 
The  Southern  people^  atier  all  these  sacrifices, 
and  violation  of  their  rights,  must  still  be  ^ricul- 
turists,  and  the  cotton  of  the  South  will  still  croes 
the  Auantic. 

Now.  sir,  I  will  endeavor  to  answer  the  renaark 
of  the  nonorable  member  from  New  York,  who 
sits  to  my  right,  which  was  aho  assumed  by  the 
honorable  Speaker.  "  that  the  tax  imposed  on  cot- 
ton bagging  was  paid  by  the  consumer."  Sir,  as 
a.  general  rule^  this  mav  be  true,  but  I  deny  that 
it  can  be  applied  to  this  particular  case.  You 
may  apply  this  doctrine  to  broadcloth ;  the  con- 
sumer pays  it.  Af^ly  it  to  coarse  woollens,  to 
foreign  spirits ;  the  consunier  pays  it.  But,  sir^  to 
apply  it  to  the  article  under  consideration,  which 
is  not  an  article  of  merchandise,  in  that  interpre- 
tation—it is  the  article  only  in  which  that  of 
merchandise  is  wrapped — its  office  is  performed 
when  the  cotton  has  arrived  at  its  destined  mar- 
ket— it  is  then  useless,  and  thrown  away.  Sir,  the 
doctrine  that  the  purchaser  of  cotton  wili  increase 
the  price  in  proportion  to  the  price  which  the 
owner  has  been  compelled  to  give  for  the  article 
by  which  it  is  enveloped,  I  cannot  subscribe  to ; 
and,  sir,  to  contend  for  this  principle,  is  to  advo- 
cate a  point  in  disinterestedness  and  benevolence 
to  which  it  has  not  been  designed  that  human  na- 
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<ure  shall  attaio.  No,  sir ;  you  may  take  my  word 
for  it,  the  purchaser  of  cotton  will  be  governed  by 
motives  and  considerations  which  govern  others 
on  similar  occasions,  by  a  consideration  in  con- 
nexion with  the  cotton ;  and  not  with  a  view  to 
the  extravagant  price  which  the  bagging  may 
have  cost  the  owner,  and  which  now  is  useless, 
and  thrown  away. 

Now,  sir,  one  word  in  reply  to  the  eentleman 
from  Kentucky,  who  sits  immediately  before  me, 
and  who,  I  am  sorry  to  see,  is  not  in  his  seat  at 
present.  Sir,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect,  that  gen- 
tleman informed  the  Committee  that  the  people 
of  the  West  had  a  right  to  den»nd  this  extraordi- 
nary tribute  of  two  hundred  and  odd  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  of  the  Sooth,  for  the  following 
consideration:  "They  purchase  the  cotton  at 
twenty-five  cents  per  pound,  and  furnish  bagging 
of  a  superior  quality,  wnich,  from  its  being  weighty, 
they  receive  more  in  weight  than  the  original 
cost."  Now,  sir,  this  position,  to  me,  is  so  very 
extraordinary,  that  I  must  be  permitted  to  say 
that  1  am  an  infidel  to  its  faith.  Sir,  if  the  gen- 
tleman will  prove  its  accuracy,  I  will  acknowl- 
edge my  error,  and  I  will  then  acknowledge  the 
correctness  of  another  position  taken  by  that  gen- 
tleman, and  which  was  assumed  by  the  honorable 
Speaker,  "  that  the  Southern  delegation,  in  their 
opposition. to  this  bill,  opposed  the  interest  of  their 
constitudhts."  Now,  sir,  unpleasant  as  I  consider- 
ed this  compliment  as  relates  to  myself,  yet,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  will  prove  the  accu- 
racy of  the  other  position,  I  will  admit  the  truth 
of  both.  Will  that  gentleman  inform  the  Com- 
mittee whether  there  are  not  some  two  or  three 
planters  in  the  Southern  country  whose  crop  uni- 
ted will  glut  the  market  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio  7 
True  may  it  be  said,  that  the  Southern  del- 
egation— yes,  sir,  and  their  constituents,  too,  are 
incapable  of  discovering  their  own  interest,  when 
they  ship  their  cotton  to  New  Orleans,  New  York, 
Liverpool,  and  France,  for  the  prices  «t  which  it 
is  quoted  at  present,  when  they  can  send  to  ihe 
honorable  member's  country  and  receive  twenty- 
five  cents.  Sir,  they  would  all  be  idiots,  and  need 
Western  guardians. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  price,  first,  of  cotton  bag- 
ging— this  article  commands,  at  present,  in  the 
section  of  country  which  i  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
Tesent,  thirty-three  and  a  third  cents,  and  some- 
times more ;  perhaps  this  may  be  considered  the 
average  price.  This  is  paid  for  it,  sir,  in  ffood 
money,  by  which  I  do  not  mean  specie,  nor  Uni- 
ted States  bills,  but  such  as  is  current  in  the  coun- 
try, such  as  is  receivable  in  ordinary  tratisactions, 
and  such  as  will  purchase  our  cotton.  Now,  sir, 
will  the  honorable  member  from  Kenmcky  take 
the  responsibility  of  stating  that  cotton  will  com- 
mand twenty-five  cents,  in  this  kind  of  money,  in 
bis  country  ?  I  presume  he  will  not.  If  it  is  not 
in  money,  what  is  it  in,  Mr.  Chairman  ?  Not  in 
chips  and  whetstones,  (if  i  mav  be  allowed  the 
expression  in  this  Hall.)  but  in  old  paper  rags  and 
trash — such  combustibles  as  the  Leffi^ature  of  the 
honorable  member's  State,  by  a  legislative  enact- 
ment, have  consigned  a  great  proportion  of,  to  a 


bonfire.  Then,  sir,  «way  with  the  argoawattkt 
our  cotton  finds  such  a  liberal  market  in  tto 
quarter. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  nrged  tke  pro- 
priety of  this  obnoxious  provision,  1^  wkiek  iW 
Southern  country  is  to  be  made  to  pay  tbisexia- 
ordinary  tribute  for  cotton  baling,  to  tlw  Wot, 
upon  another  ground.  He  said  "  that,  not  o&lj 
*  did  his  countrymen  supply  the  Son th  with  tlie 
'  article,  but  they  pursued  it,  after  the  coiua 
'  bales  were  formed,  to'  New  Orfeans,  and  ocd- 
'  pied  stations  behind  it."  Sir,  all  are  willing  to  k- 
knowledge  the  patriotism  and  bravery  of  the  faaHf 
sons  of  the  West ;  and,  I  assure  that  geatlema, 
that  bills  of  patriotism,  properly  drawm  opon  ay 

fratitude,  will  never  be  protested,  but  proispdf 
ooored.  And,  sir,  that  there  have  been  gathoci, 
on  the  plains  of  New  Origins,  militarjr  laordi 
which  now  decorate  the  American  brow,udi 
character  for  military  skill  and  patriotira^  ob- 
tained on  that  memorable  occasion,  for  the  people 
of  this  Republic,  which  I,  as  oae  citizen  of  the 
Union,  shall  never  cease  to  rejoice  ia  contemphi- 
ing,  is  also  true,  and  will  be  denied  by  none.  Btit 
sir,  all  I  ask,  in  reference  to  this  sobject,  is,  ihii 
the  gentleman  will  give  toCiesar  the  things  whid 
are  Csesar's. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  been  triomphantly  asM 
by  the  honorable  Sneaker,  "  Will  you  sabmit  u 
'  the  Scotch  manufacturer,  or  will  yon  create  is 
'American  competitor,  who  will  riral  himr 
No,  sir,  this  is  delusive.  I  will  state  the  realqoes- 
tioo  iBonaected  with  this  subject.  Sir,  it  is  iraiT 
and  emphatically  this — Will  you  suffer  the  dotf 
on  this  article  to  remain  as  it  is  at  present,  vbm^ 
by  there  exists  a  fair  competitioa  between  tte 
American  and  European  UMuiafactiiier,  deritei 
considerable  annual  revenue  from  its  importatiofi. 
furnish  employment  for  your  navy  ?  or  will  roe 
substitute  tiiis  prohibitory  duty;  exclude  the  for- 
eign imported  articl^  and  with  it  this  item  of  yor 
revenue,  which  I  believe  is  admitted  on  all  haods 
to  be  very  acceptable,  and  which  the  honoraliie 
member  from  rennaylvaaia,  the  chairman  of  the 
cominittee  who  reported  this  bill,  admits  will  be 
the  consequence,  but  which  the  honorable  Speak- 
er, more  on  his  guard,  did  not  do,  knowing  ihs 
admission  would  take  from  the  measure  one  ot 
the  principal  grounds  upon  which  its  plsusibilitf 
could  be  supported  1  Now,  this  is  the  tree  state 
of  ihe  case.  And  what  is  the  conseqoence?  Vet 
create  a  monopoly  in  the  sale  of  this  article  for 
the  benefit  of  the  West)  and  at  the  sacrifice  of  the 
South. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  heard  upon  this  occasiofi 
a  strain  of  eloquence  and  oratory  with  reference  to 
patriotism  and  the  necessity  of  the  Aoerieao 
people  bein^  free  from  European  dependence,  Ac. 
which,  sir,  is  seldom  witnessed  in  this  or  any  other 
country.  But,  I  confess,  sir,  I  did  not  think  it  was 
applied  to  the  able  arguments  which  hare  beea 
urged  against  the  bill,  or  this  provision.  Maaf 
liwral  professions  have  also  been  made  of  a  dcfo- 
sition  to  do  equal  justice  to  every  part  of  ^ 
Union.  But,  sir,  I  hope  on  this  occasion  boBon* 
hie  members  will  give  us  exaiqple  with  precept- 
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Sir,  the  eitizeD$  who  r«i»ide  Id  that  part  of  the 
State  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  have 
already  had  an  awful  example  of  Western  libe- 
rality, when  they  possess  power.  Sir,  the  time 
"which  intervened  during  the  late  war  was  one 
during  whieh  we  were  entirely  dependent*  At 
that  time  the  article  could  not  be  imported.  They 
then  had  the  protection  which  is  now  sought  by 
this  provision.  And  what  were  the  consequences  ? 
The  article  was  scarce,  and  cost  two  prices,  and 
even  at  that  could  not  be  procured  plentifully.. 

Sir,  I  have  not  forgotten  one  occasion  wherein 
the  Western  delegation  looked  to  the  South  with 
solicitude. (and  not  in  vain)  for  aid  in  support  of 
a  measure  which  they  viewed  as  one  of  the  last 
importance  to  their  constituents — I  mean  the 
Oucnberland  road.  No,  sir;  L believe '' Cumber* 
land''  was  thought  inapplicable  in  the  title,  and 
on  motion  was  stricken  out,  and  ^  Public"  insert- 
ed ;  aDd  some  gentlemen  thought  "  Western"  was 
still  more  apropos.  Sir,  I  presume  the  section  of 
country  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  is  as 
adjacent  to  this  great  highway  as  any  other  por- 
tion of  the  cotton-growing  country — and  perhaps 
Che  nearest  point  is  three  hundred  miles  distant — 
and  I  venture  to  say.  a  bale  of  cotton  will  never 
be  found  on  this  roaa  going  to  market.  Now,  sir, 
we  ask  an  interchange  of  reciprocity  in  good  feel- 
ing and  ^ood  offices. 

But,  str,  in  order  to  test  the  declaration  of  libe- 
rality which  has  been  avowed  on  this  floor,  that 
this  bill  provides  equal  justice  and  protection  to 
every  part  of  this  Union,  let  us  examine  the  items 
of  taxation,  and  see  what  portion  will  be  found 
applicable  to  Southern  protection,  and  beffin  with 
broadcloth.  Geatlemen  will  not  contend  but  this 
operates  as  much,  or  more,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
South  as  to  any  other  quarter.  Take  coarse  wool- 
lens. This,  sir,  is  still  more  severeand  oppressive ; 
this,  it  is  well  known,  the  Southern  country  must 
have,  with  which  to  clothe  their  servants.  Wool 
is  also  an  article  they  cannot  raise.  And,  sir,  more 
oppressive  still  is  the  tax  on  iron^-an  article  more 
india^pensable  to  the  planters'  prosperity,  and  which 
the  South  do  not,  and  perhaps  never  can,  manufac- 
ture— not  to  mention  many  others,  such  as  foreign 
spirits,  silks,  d^c.  These,  although  they  operate 
as  a  tax  upon  the  Southern  interest  more  tnan  any 
other  quarter,  are  articles  more  of  luxury,  and  not 
so  indispensable  to  the  prosperity  of  the  agricultu- 
ral profession.  Now,  sir,  1  sincerely  hope  honor- 
able members  will  pause,  and  yet  do  the  Southern 
section  of  this  Union  justice>7-it  is  all  we  ask. 
When  Mr.  Moorb  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Storbb,  of  New  York,  followed,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  pending  motion,  and,  generally,  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Cambrelbko — when,  on  motion  of 
14r.  Martindale,  of  New  York,  the  Committee 
rose ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tbdrsdat,  February  19. 

Mr.  McLanb,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
S.  Moflet ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  the  trustees  in  behalf  of 
the  United  Society,  commonly  called  Shakers,  re* 
siding  at  West  union,  in  Indiana ;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
to  which  was  referred,  on  the  2ttlh  of  January 
itlttmo,  a  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
saidiDistrict,  in  relation  to  a  system  of  ^^overn- 
menl  for  said  District,  were  discharged  Irom  so 
much  of  said  memorial.as  sug|^ests  certain  amend* 
meats  to  the  Constitution  ot  the  United  States, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary;  also,  from  the  memorial  adopted  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  held  at  New 
Garden,  in  North  Carolina,  in  November,  1823, 
and  the  said  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  vesting  in  the  trustees  who  have 
been,  pr  may  hereafter  be,  appointed,  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  "Illinois  Grant,"  in  the  State  of 
Indiana,  the  fee  simple  of  certain  lands  appropri- 
ated by  Congress  for  the  support  of  schools  in  said 
grant,  for  the  sole  use  for  which  said  lands  were 
originally  granted,  and  conformable  to  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  said 
State. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

Mr.  Owen  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  directed  to  examine  and  report  to  this  House  what 
will  be  the  elTect  upon  the  revenue  of  the  Oovernment 
of  the  United  Sutes  if  the  bill  now  before  this  Uouee 
entitled  '*  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing 
duties  upon  imports,"  should  pass  into  a  law — and  if 
its  operstion  would,  in  their  opinion,  diminish  the  rev- 
enue to  an  extent  greater  than  the  expenditures  of 
Government  will  admit  of,  whst  course  it  will  be  ex- 
pedient to  pursue  to  supply  that  deficiency* 

Mr.  Owbn  addressed  the  Chair  to  the  following 
effect: 

The  resolution  which  I  have  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  embraces  considera- 
tions of  the  deepest  iraportance.  An  additional 
interest  is  given  to  it,  on  account  of  its  being  a 
departure,  in  some  degree,  from  the  ordinary  course 
of  proceeding  in  Parliamentary  bodies;  and  to  this 
point  permit  me  to  ask  the  particular  attention  of 
the  House,  for  it  is  not  my  wish  to  make  innova- 
tions upon  ancient  usage,  or  to  violate  established 
rule.  1  should,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  learn  the 
opinions  of  honorable  gentlemen,  who  have  more 
experience  in  legislation  than  I  have,  upon  this 
point.  But,  to  me,  from  my  limited  experience, 
trom  all  the  sources  of  information  upon  such 
subjects,  which  have  been. within  my  reach,  I 
have  concluded,  that,  though  there  was  to  be 
found  no  precedent  in  our  legislative  proceeding, 
that  yet  it  is  strictly  parliamentary,  and  to  this 
authority  only  \^hich  we  could  look,  I  am  stip- 
ported — I  mean  the  proceedings  in  the  British 
Parliament.  And  to  this  point  the  honorable 
t  gentleman  from  Vlrgioia,  who  addressed  the  Com- 
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mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uoion,  a 
few  days  ago.  made  so  correctly  this  refereDce, 
that  it  IS  useless  to  repeat  it.  1  take  it  for  granted, 
then,  that  this  proposition  is  fairly  before  the 
House]  and,  indeed,  if  it  were  not,  its  importance 
to  the  dearest  interests  of  this  country  would  cail 
upon  the  House  to  exercise  the  great  power  with 
which  it  is  vested,  in  the  universal  control  of  its 
own  proceedings,  when  the  public  good  de- 
mands it. 

I  will  proceed,  then,  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution ;  though  I  would  here  remark  that  it  is 
not  my  wish,  and  I  hope  ffentiemen  will  not  so 
xniderstand  me,  to  suspend  the  discussion  of  the 
bill  alluded  to  in  the  resolution,  until  the  report  of 
the  committee  can  be  obtained ;  but,  to  let  it  pro- 
ceed, as  if  no  such  resolution  had  passed.  Aod, 
before  we  are  called  upon  finally  to  act.  the  in- 
formation wished  for,  would,  without  doubt,  be 
furnished. 

There  are  two  distinct  propositbns  contained 
in  the  resolution.  The  first  is,  to  ascertain  the 
effect  that  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  tariff  will 
have  upon  the  revenue  of  the  Government — the 
second,  if  that  effect  causes  a  deficiency  in  the 
revenue,  in  what  manner  that  deficiency  is  to  be 
supplied. 

Many  hare  been  the  estimates  and  calculations 
already  submitted  to  this  House,  with  regard  to 
this  effect,  all  of  which  go  to  show  that  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  revenue  must  necessarily  follow  the 
adoption  of  the  tariff,  with  its  present  provisions ; 
but,  to  what  extent,  there  is  difference  m  opinion ; 
that  this  may  be  reconciled,  and  the  estimates  fur^ 
nished  may  be  official,  I  would  hope  that  the 
House  would  sustain  my  proposition.  Let  it  then 
be  conceded  (as  I  believe  the  most  devoted  friends 
of  the  tariff  are  willing  to  do)  that  the  revenue 
will  be  diminished  to  an  extent  greater  than  our 
expenditures  will  admit  of.  When  is  the  proper 
time  to  take  steps  to  supplv  the  deficiency  1  My 
own  opinion  is,  this  should  go  hand  in  hand; 
that,  with  the  commencement  oT  the  disease  should 
begin  the  application  of  the  remedy.  But,  before 
I  proceed  further  upon  this  point,  I  would  remark, 
that  the  mode  I  have  adopted  to  attain  my  object, 
is  the  correct  one.  That  the  information  askea 
for,  is  desirable,  indeed  absolutely  necessary,  ail 
admit.  Through  your  committees,  then,  sir,  should 
this  information  come;  the  very  organization  of 
our  body,  its  distribution  of  business  among  our 
committees,  established  usage,  have  prescribed 
the  mode  of  obtaining  information  useful  and  ne- 
cessary, upon  any  suoject  of  deliberation,  to  be 
through  the  appropriate  committees ;  this  will  be 
admitted.  But  perhaps  I  maybe  told  that  the 
committee  mentioned  in  the  resolution  is  not  the 
proper  one ;  that  if  there  was  to  be  a  deficiency  in 
our  revenue,  caused  by  the  act  of  one  committee, 
that  same  committee  should  devise  means  to  sup- 
ply it ;  that  the  committee  that  pulled  down  should 
also  build  up.  From  this  opinion,  should  it  be 
entertained,  I  must  dissent;  over  public  revenue 
and  public  expenditure,  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  have  exclusive  jurisdiction;  from  that 
committee,  alone,  then,  can  any  information  upon 


these  points  come  officially,  and  in  this  shape  it 
ought  to  have  it. 

But,  to  return  to  the  main  object  of  the  itnlo- 
tion — ^the  probable  deficiency  in  our  rercDW-l 
did  say  that  it  would  be  conceded  that  this  ve 
inevitable.  But,  if  it  is  not,  I  would  beg  Ictreio 
remark,  that  the  subjects  toward  which  the  pro- 
visions of  the  tariff  are  mainly  directed,  are,  ibc. 
the  most  important  som^e^  of  our  present  nnm. 
Against  woollens,  cottons,  linens,  nardwBR)  gh;:. 
and  foreign  distiHed  spirits,  are  the  provisioosof 
the  tariff  directed ;  and,  some  think,  even  to  a  pro- 
hibition. If  this  should  be  the  case — as  from  tbe» 
our  revenue  principally  arises — ^there  is  no  membe 
of  this  House  who  can,  for  a  moment,  hesitair 
upon  the  propriety  of  pursuing  the  coarse  pointei 
out  in  the  resolution.  We  must,  therefore,  cvs- 
elude  that  the  passage  of  the  tarifl^  in  its  presa: 
shape,  must  be  destructive  to  the  revenue,  kii 
I  am  well  convinced  that  no  individual  is  prfparei 
to  say  that  this  would  not  bring  upon  our  goren- 
mental  operations  much  embarrassment  ana  retar. 
its  reffular  progress.  This  is  a  state  of  thhigs  thr 
we  all  must  m  anxiously  desirous  never  (o  ber 
witness  to.  Lest,  then,  we  should  be  compellri 
to  do  so,  and  that  by  our  own  acts,  let  us  iDqact 
what  there  is  to  be  done — and  this  brings  me  u 
the  second  proposition  contained  in  my  resolodn 
If  there  is  a  deficiency,  in  what  manner  is  it  to  Ik 
supplied  ?  Here,  pernaps,  in  the  outset,  I  mar  ^ 
told,  ^  that  sufficient  imto  the  day  is  the  evil  thff^ 
of."  But,  with  due  deference  to  the  opioioos  :i 
all  others,  for  my  own  part,  I  should  think  that:: 
was  the  true  and  sound  policy  of  all  GoremiDec:!: 
that  when  evil  is  anticipated,  to  prepare  to  metf  i' 
by  provident  provisions ;  and  not  to  await  its  o* 
jury^est,  to  recover  from  it,  might  reqoire  ff- 
doubled  energy.  What  then,  is  to  be  done?  Tlis 
is  the  fit  time  to  make  the  inquiry. 

I  am  told  )}j  honorable  gentlemen,  that  thei^- 
vancement  or  the  manufacturing  interests  b  cf 
such  vital  importance,  that  though  we  shoaM  ^ 
driven  to  excise  and  direct  taxation,  that  this  pol- 
icy wonld  be  willingly  adopted ;  for  my  own  part 
I  do  think  that,  before  this  policy  is  resorted  to,  tbe 
situation  of  the  country  should  be  pronerly  0D(k^ 
stood ;  and,  from  the  principles  of  our  Gorerameoc- 
this  should  be  the  last,  the  ultimate  resort ;  extmn 
cases  alone  can  justify  it.    The  State  that  I  ^ep;^ 
sent  is  unprepared  to  endmre  this  policy.   Wei« 
already  heavily  burdened,  the  States  genenllf  v* 
embarrassed ;  I  shall  then  most  solemnly  pro^' 
against  this  resort.    Other  gentlemen  are  prfpar^' 
perhajps,  to  say  that  a  ^  public  debt  is  a  public  bi^ 
sing;"  and,  to  obtain  this,  we  will  destroy  there- 
venue,  and  effect  a  loan  to  meet  public  eipfo&i* 
tures.    From  this  policy  I  must  also  be  permits 
to  dissent.    I  hope^  therefore,  a  majority  of  tiiB 
House  will  view  this  subject  in  the  same  light  tiii| 
I  do,  and  sustain  me  in  the  proposition;  it  iL 
events,  no  evil  can  result  from  the  adoption  of  tbe 
resolution :  and  indeed  I  wish  the  information  0 
this  official  manner,  that  the  people  of  the  coootrr 
may  know  what  is  to  be  the  immediate  eflect « 
this  tariff,  if  made  a  law,  upon  their  iatertsts,  i 
hope  the  resolution  will  be  adopted. 
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Mr.  Tod  opposed  Uie>«iol«tioo,.con0eiTtiig  it 
(until  set  rigbt  bjr  aa  explanation  from  Mr.  Owen) 
lo  be  a  measure  intended  for  delaying  the  diaeua- 
»on  of  the  bill.  Procrastination  had  last  session 
been  successfully  resorted  to  to  defeat  the  bill ;  and 
the  numufactorersy  in  eonseqnence  of  the  unsoe- 
cessfiil  agitation  of  the  tariff  question  in  this  House, 
had  sustained  a  loss  of  two  millions  of  dollars  j  be- 
cause the  foreign  mecchants  and  manufacUireiB 
coi^eiTittg  it  as  a  thing  of  course  that  such  a  bill, 
if  once  proposed,  could  not  be  rejected,  bad  poured 
in  their  goods  in  great  quantities,  in  anticipation 
of  its  passage.  He  trusted  gentlemen  would  ndt 
attempt  the  same  policy  again.  The  bill  would 
have  to  be  passed  upon  sooner  or  later.  If  pot  off 
now,  it  would  eertainly  come  up  next  year ;  and 
if  put  off  then,  it  would  recur  the  year  toUowing; 
and  would  gentlemen  thus  waste  the  time  and  mo- 
ney of  their  constituents?  Could  not  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  vote  till  he  had  learned  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means? 
The  bill,  at  all  events,  could  do  no  fatal  injury  to 
the  revenue  in  one  or  two  years ;  that  a  previous 
plan  was-  indispensable  to  m^t  its  effects. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  (chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means)  had  no  objection 
to  the  gentleman's  obtaining  the  inforo^tion 
sought  by  his  resolution ;  but  objected  to  the  mode 
proposed.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
MaAiifactuces  was  the  proper  organ  through  wiiom 
to  obtain  it.  That  committee  were  in  possession 
of  all  the  facts  on  the  subject ;  the  operation  of 
the  bill  ^must,  of  course,  have  long  been  b^oic 
them  I  and  if  the  Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means 
were  applied  to,  they  would  only  have  to  go  to 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures  to  get  what  they 
might  report  to  the  House.  The  Inli  was  not  for 
revtfnue,  -but  for  protection;  it  therefore  apper- 
tained wholly  to  the  other  committee.  But,  if  the 
gentleman  wished  a  counteracting  system  pre- 
pared, to  meet  the  operation  of  the  tariff  bill,  he 
was  premature.  If  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  should  now  propose  a  plan,  it  must  be 
founded  on  the  bill  as  it  at  present  stands ;  but,  by 
the  time  that  wpoti  should  be  prepared,  the  bill 
might  be  entirely  changed,  and  a  new  report  most 
be  prepared.  When  the  bill  had  undergone  all 
its  modifications,  and  had  passed  the  Bouse,  if 
its  operation  was  to  be  injurious  to  the  revenue, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  W4)uld,  of 
course,  find  it  their  duty  to  provide  a  plan  of  renn- 
edy.  But,  having,  last  session,  given  the  subject 
a  careful  and  ddiberate  examination,  he  was  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  that  a  tariff  might  be  adopted, 
which,  while  it  gave  every  proper  protection  to 
manufactures,  instead  of  diminishing,  would  aug- 
ment the  revenue.  He  would  not  go  so  far  as  to 
say  that  the  present  bill  needed  no  alteration  in 
any  of  its  details:  but  he  was  satisfied  the  two 
objects  were  perfectly  compatible.  He  referred, 
in  support  of  this  position,  to  the  report  of  the 
Seeretary  of  the  Treasury,  last  year  laid  before 
Congress,  (a  part  of  which  he  read,)  and  observed, 
in  conclusion,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  prepared  to  perform  their  duty,  when 
the  proper  occasion  required  it. 


Mr.  LiviNOBTON  considered  the  informatioD 
sought  for  in  the  resolution  indispensable  to  an 
intelligent  vote  on  the  bill  before  the  House. 
Some  gentlemen  believed  the  revenue  would  be 
seriously  affected,  if  not  destroyed  by  its  operation. 
He  wished  some  certain  information  whether  this 
was  likely  to  be  the  fact,  and  if  it  was  about  to 
take  away  one-half,  or  one-third,  or  any  other, 
large  portion  of  the  revenue,  he  wished  to  see  be* 
forehand  how  this  was  to  be  made  up.  He  did 
expect  that  the  honorable  chairman  or  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures  would  have  laid  some  de- 
tailed and  authentic  statement  on  this  subject  be- 
fore the  House ;  he  had  waited  for  it,  but  in  vain. 
He  did  not  care  from  what  committee  it  was  ob- 
tained,  but  thought  that,  as  it  was  a  question 
which  touched  the  revenue,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  would  be  the  proper  committee 
to  present  it  to  the  House ;  and  he  quoted  the 
standing  rules  of  the  House  to  show  the  duties  of 
that  committee.  He  wished  to  see  a  formal  re- 
port, that  he  might  have  something  to  show  to 
bis  constituents,  and  quiet  their  apprehensions, 
and  if  it  could  not  be  prepared  in  a  week,  he 
would  wait  ten  days,  or  even  a  fortnight,  to  ob- 
tain it.  He  hoped  the  House  would  not,  by  the 
force  of  a  majority,  pass  any  law  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  would  put  It  in  the  power  of  a  minority  to 
say  they  forced  this  measure  upoii<  us  without 
giving  us  the  requisite  information  cespecting  it. 

Mr.  Buchanan  thought  this  a  most  extraoidi- 
nary  resolution.  After  the  bill  had  been  almost 
a  month  under  discussion,  when  the  measure  had 
been  examined  by  every  newspaper  in  the  country 
for  years  past,  and  the  whole  nation  had  taken 
aides  on  toe  question,  that  Congress  should  for- 
mally ask  for  information  as  to  what  would  be  the 
operation  of  the  ImII!  He  thought  gentlemen 
were  competent  to  obtain  this  information  for 
themselves,  or  why  were  they  sent  here?  The 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  had  now  come  fairly 
out,  and  avowed  his  willingness  for  delay ;  but  it 
was  delay  that  ruined  the  bill  last  session,  and 
delay  would  destvoy  it  now.  The  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  expressed 
his  opinion— 4lie  members  of  that  committee  were 
all  in  the  House :  Why  send  them  out  to  moke  a 
long  report,  and  then  occupy  as  much  time  aftep- 
vRards  as  before  it  ?  It  was  unreasonable  to  find 
fault  with  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures,  for  not  laying  a  general  statement 
before  the  House;  be  had  not  been  called  on  to  do 
so — the  debate  having  thus  far  been  almost  con- 
fined to  cotton  bagging.  When  necessary,  he 
doubted  not  that  gentleman  was  fully  prepared 
to  show  what  would  be  the  operation  oi  tne  whole 
bill,  and  of  all  its  parts. 

Mr.  Brent  thought  the  opposition  to  the  reso- 
lution was  yet  more  extraordinary  than  the  resa-> 
lution  could  be.  It  was  accused  of  being  a  mere 
scheme  for  delay ;  but  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama had  expressly  disavowed  any  intention  of 
suspending  the  debate.  Some  honorable  {gentle- 
men from  Kentucky  had  said  that  if  the  bill  was 
going  to  lead  to  an  excise,  they  should  oppose  k. 
Surdy  wa  wanted  information  oa  that  point. 
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.    Here  the  debate  was  arrested  by  the  Bpcaker, 
who  proclaimed  the  order  of  the  day. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  McLanE|  ail  the  prerions 
orders  of  the  day  were  suspended,  and  the  House 
went  into  Commtttee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Tatix>e, 
of  New  York,  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  military  serrice  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  year  1824.  The  bill  was^con- 
sidered  as  reported  in  blank ;  and  the  first  blank, 
which  is  for  the  pay  of  the  Army,  and  subsistence 
of  officers,  including  the  pay  and  snbsistenee  of 
the  officers  and  cadets  belonging  to  the  Military 
Academy,  at  West  Point,  was  filled  with  ^994,- 
307  05. 

The  second  blank,  for  subsistence,  was  filled 
with  $269,847. 

The  third  blank,  for  forage  for  officers)  was 
filled  with  $39,126. 

The  fourth  blank,  for  the  recruiting  serrice, 
was  filled  with  $13,400. 

The  fifth  blank,  for  contingent  expenses  for  the 
recruiiin^  service,  was  filled  with  $15,800. 

The  sixth  blank,  for  the  Purchasing  Depart- 
ment, was  filled  with  $141,127  59. 

In  answer  to  a  query  of  Mr.  Tbimblb,  the 
chairman  of  the  Commtttee  of  Ways  and  Means 
(Mr.  McLane)  replied,  that  in  the  purchases  for 
the  clothing  of  the  troops,  a  preference  was  al- 
ways given  to  American  manufactures,  (unless 
where  the  public  interest  would  materially  sufier.) 

Mr.  Trimblb  thought  this  rule  ought  nniTer- 
•ally  to  prevail.  As  we  were  soon  to  be  called  on 
to  attend  the  funeralof  our  little  Army,  he  wished 
to  know  whether  its  shroud  was  to  be  made  of 
American  manufacture  or  foreign. 

Mr.  McLanb  said  that  maov  of  our  woollen 
manufactories  were  sustained  almost  entirely  by 
purchases  from  the  War  Department 

The  seventh  blank,  for  the  purchase  of  wool- 
lens, during  the  year  1824,  in  advance  for  the  year 
1825^  was  filled  with  $20,000. 

Mr.  Cobb  made  some  inquiries  respecting  this 
item,  and  Mr.  Floto  moved  to  strike  it  out ;  but 
its  propriety  was  explained  and  defended  by  Mr. 
McLanb,  and  the  motion  to  strike  out  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  eighth  blank,  for  the  Medical  and  Hospital 
Department,  was  filled  with  $10,000. 

Mr.  Cockb  moved  to  strike  it  ouL  Mr.  Whip- 
PLB  replied  and  advocated  its  necessity,  and  the 
motion  was  lost. 

The  ninth  blank,  for  the  Quartermaster  (Gen- 
eral's Department,  was  filled  with  $249,000. 

The  tenth  blank,  for  the  Military  Academy,  in- 
cluding hospital  for  cadets  and  troops,  two  wings 
to  be  added  to  the  Academy,  for  the  departments 
of  philosophy  and  chemistry ;  a  double  stone  house, 
for  accommodation  of  two  families  of  professors ; 
a  laboratory  and  green -house,  out  houses  for  soper- 
intendeni's  quarters;  office  for  the  professor  of 
engineering;  cast  iron  pipes  for  supplying  water; 
a  modeller,  and  a  plate  for  a  diplonui  for  graduates, 
was  filled  with  $33,400. 

For  the  purchase  of  Gridley's  farm,  $10|000. 


On  thissam,  aad especially  on  a  composniittB. 
of  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purchase  oft  | 
farm  adjoining  the  Academe,  a  desaltory  drhie 
arose,  which  occupied  the  House  till  sfier  to 
o'clock.    The  propriety  of  the  porebste  wn  i^ 
▼ocated  by  Messia.  Cbaio,  Wabfielo,  Poia»n. 
Btbomo,  McLame,  Shabpb,    Abcbeb,  Woqs, 
Mebcbb,  Hamilton,  and  McDomB^-an^oppiMd 
by  Messrs.  Cobb,  Bijcck,  Cocke,  Sahpord,  Mc- 
Coy, and  Ploto.  Mr.  Cooke  propoied  aauMy- 
ment,  making  the  appropriation  for  the  parchisi 
conditional:  Isi,  that  no  more  than $10,000 siifliil 
be  given  for  the  land  ;  and,  2d,  that  tbecoBxK 
of  the  State  of  New  York  shoald  be  givca  to  tk 
sale.    The  former  condition  prevailed,  bottfe 
latter,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McDoftib,  was  strkka 
out ;   and  the  whole  clause,  as  amended,  to 
carried — ayes  107. 

In  support  of  this  measure,  it  appeared  tint  i 
part  of  the  small  isolated  spot  on  which  the  Acii- 
emy  stands,  (surrounded  on  one  side  by  a  deo 
river,  and  on  the  other  by  steep  and  almosi  isi^ 
eessibke  mountains,)  is  occupied  by  a  farm,  owimc 
by  a  Mr.  Gridley,  on  which  there  stands  a  tifcn 
but  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  Aeadeaf 
Every  effort  to  remore  so  great  a  nttisaace,  of  ^ 
bring  it  under  any  effectual  restraint,  bad  yto^^ 
unaTailing;  and  its  effect,  in  counteractiof  tk 
salutary  discipline  of  the  establishment,^  bad  haf 
bMn  a  source  of  painful  regret  to  the  saperiaKti- 
ing  officers.  As  the  only  efficient  remedf,  i(*v 
proposed  to  buy  the  land  for  ibe  United  Stat^ 
and  attach  it  to  the  Academy ;  to  which  a  fv^ 
inducement  operated,  as  it  would  afford  a  h^ 
able  site  for  a  hospital  and  other  out-baiidiaf^ 
The  measure  was  opposed,  as  unnecesarf,aB(ie 
insufficient  for  the  end  proposed.  UaoeeefitfT< 
because  the  cadets  were  supposed  to  be  in  jioio- 
get  Grom  so  low  and  degrading  a  temptatioai^ 
tavern  could  afford ;  if  any  of  them  were  di^ 
to  become  sots,  they  ought  at  once  to  be  expew 
from  the  Institution.  And,  besides,  the  diseip 
of  the  establishment  ought  to  be  safficieot  lo^ 
strain  immorality  among  the  students.  I^^ 
cient,  because  if  the  whole  farm  was  purcbisfflj 
tavern  would  be  erected  a  little  further  oSi  *^ 
the  danger  as  g^reat  as  ever.  Besides,  there  «*<> 
daily  communication  with  Newhors  and  J^^ 
Windsor,  and  also  occasionally  with  New  Yorl: 
and  young  men  disposed  to  dissipation  could  Btfi 
be  checkra  by  putting  the  means  of  gratifieittt 
at  a  little  greater  distance.  Other  estUhlndiitf*^ 
of  the  same  kind,  in  the  South  and  in  the  W^ 
were  situated  in  the  midst  of  cities  or  popoio^ 
towns,  and  yet  were  in  a  good  condition. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  that  the  officers  oitt| 
spot  were  the  best  judges  of  the  case,  aad  ivf 
were  deeplv'  impressed  with  the  indispeosabie  ae 
cessity  of  having  that  tavern  pot  down.  W 
bad  endeavored  to  efifect  its  suppression  b)r  the t^ 
thority  of  the  Skate  Legislature  of  New  York,  w 
some  bill  on  that  subject  was  now  before  w 
body.  Distance  was  certainly  a  most  imporiO' 
circumstance  in  measuring  tha  strength  of  i|f 
temptation  on  ihe  minds  of  the  youn^.  Bvt  ^ 
land  at  West  Point  was  so  situated,  that  iitvi 
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little  farm  was  held  by  the  United  States,* there 
^was  no  spot  for  miles  round  on  which  a  tavern 
could  possibly  be  erected.  An  affecting  appeal 
was  made  by  Mr.  Mercer,  in  behalf  of  parentstl 
anxiety,  and  on  youthful  accessibility  to  the  ap- 
proaches of  temptation ;  the  warmest  encomiums 
were  pronouncea  upon  the  state  of  discipline  and. 
the  system  of  instruction  in  the  Academy,  its 
order,  regularity, and  exact  police.  Mr.  Poinsstt 
had  visited  the  European  Military  Schools,  and 
prosounced  this  to  be  equal  to  any  of  them,  if  not 
superior.  Mr.  AaoHfiR  testified  with  enthusiasm 
to  the  same  point,  and  wisl^ed  that  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  selecting  from  Congress  a  Visiting 
Committee  to  examine  the  Institution,  would  af 
ways  compose  it  of  its  most  decided  enemies :  they 
needed  only  one  yisit  to  convert  them  into  its 
warmest  advocates. 

Mr.  Woon  valued  it  as  the  best  substitute  for  a 
standing  army,  by  supplying,  annually,  a  quota  of 
accompTi!<hed  military  men,  capable  of  organizing 
the  militia  of  the  country,  and  giving  immediate 
efficiency  to  our  Constitutional  defence. 

Mr.  Foot  was  a  friend  to  the  Institution  and  to 
the  measure  now  proposed  ;  but  had  an  obiection 
to  its  introduction  into  an  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  was  alsq  a  friend  to  the  Acad- 
emy, bat  feared  the  insisting  oi^  this  purchase 
might  increase  the  objections  of  its  opponents; 
and  he  disliked  this  indirect  sort  of  legbktion.  If 
the  farm  was  wanted,  pass  an  act  appropriating  a 
som  for  its  purchase. 

Some  little  pleasantry  occurred  in  the  debate, 
in  consequence  of  a  remark  of  Mr.  Warfibld, 
that  he  spoke  in  fieivor  of  the  school  from  no  per- 
sonal or  parental  feelings,  as,  he  thanked  Heaven, 
be  still  enjoyed  a  state  of  single  blessedness.  Mr. 
FLOvn,  in  reply,  observed,  that  he  was  happy  to 
observe  the  gentleman  was  very  thankful  even  for 
the  smallest  blessing.  Mr.  BtiCK  founded  his  op- 
position to  the  measure,  from  personal  observation, 
naving  been  for  years  a  student  at  West  Point. 
With  this  exception,  every  gentleman  who  had 
visited  this  Institution,  warmly  advocated  the  ap- 
propriation. 

Having  proceeded  thus  far  in  the  bill,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Fridat^  February  20. 

Mr.  Archer,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented 
a  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Pe- 
tersburg, in  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  opposition  to 
such  a  revision  of  the  tariff  of  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  upon  their  importation 
into  the  United  States,  as  is  proposed  in  the  bill 
now  pending  before  this  House,  to  amend  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports. — Re- 
ferred. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ac- 
companied by  the  statements  of  the  affairs  of  the 
BanK  of  the  United  States,  called  for  by  the  reso- 
lution adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stoi^rs,  on 
the  17th  instant ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  ilie 
table. 


CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Sloanb,  from  the  Commitee  of  fileetions^ 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  the  Congressioncd  district  of  Norfolk, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  complaining  of  the 
election  and  return  of  Jomv  Bailet,  as  a  member 
of  this  House  from  said  district,  presented  a  re- 
port, eoncludinff  with  a  resolution  '*  that  Mr.  Bai- 
LET  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House ;"  which 
report  was  laid  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

The  CooMDittee  of  Elections,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  sundry  cilizens  sod  inhabitants  of  the 
district  of  Norfolk,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa^ 
chusetts,  praying,  for  the  reaaons  therein  set  forthf 
that  John  fiaUey,  the  member  returned  from  said  dis- 
trict to  the  present  Congrcta,  may  not  be  admitted  to 
a  seat  in  this  Hohm,  have  had  the  same  under  con* 
aideration,  and  submit  the  following  report : 

The  petitianers  Ibund  their  objections  to  the  right 
of  Mr.  Bailey  to  a  seat  in  this  Hoase,  on  the  alleged 
fact  that  he  is  ineligible,  not  being  poneseed  of  those 
qaatifications  which,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  (Jai- 
ted  States,  are  indispensable  to  the  holding  of  a  seat 
in  Congress,  ^  becanse,  at  the  time  the  election  was 
held,  at  which  the  said  Bailey  was  sappoaed  to  have 
been  chosen,  he  was  not  an  inhabitant  of  Masaacho- 
setts,  but  then  was,  and  for  many  yean  before  bad 
been,  and  atill  is,  an  inhabitant  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  District  of  Columbia.     In  purauanee  of 
the  authority  vested  in  the  committee  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Boose,  they  have  procured  a  statement 
from  the  Hon.  John  Q.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State,  and 
they  have  obtained  the  affidavit  of  Charles  Bulfineh» 
Esq.,  of  the  city  of  Washington.      The   Secretary 
stntea  that  Mr.  Bailey  waa  appointed  by  him  a  clerk 
in  the  Department  of  State,  on  the  firat  day  of  Octo* 
ber,  1817,  at  which  time  he  waa  a  resident  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and^that  he  immediately  repaired  to  Waah- 
ington,  and  entered 'on  the  duties  of  hit  appointment, 
and  that  he  haa  eontinoed  to  reside  in  thin  eity  fipom 
thai  time,  in  the  capacity  of  a  cleric  in  the  Department 
of  State,  until  the  Slat  day  of  October,  1633,  at  which 
time  he  reaigned  the  appointment.    He  Airther  atatee 
that  he  haa  never  known  Mr.  Bailey  to  exercise  any 
of  the  rights  of  dtisenship  within  the  District,  but  aU 
ways  understood  him  aa  eonatdering  Massachosetts  an 
hie  home,  and  his  leeidettce  here  as  only  temporary ; 
and  that  he  had  conaideied  Mr.  Bailey  as  eligible,  Stc 
Charles  Bulftneb,  Esq*,  teatifles  that  he  has  known  Mr. 
Bailey  in  this  city  since  Januai7»  18t8;  that  he  haa 
reaided  in  a  pnbHc  hotel,  with  ooeaaional  absences  on 
visiti  to  MasMohoaeits,  antil  his  marriage  in  this 
cHy,  which  took  place  about  a  year  since,  at  which 
time  he  took  his  residence  in  the  family  of  hia  wife's 
mother,  where  he  atill  rsmaina ;  that  he  knowa  of  no 
instance  of  his  exercising  any  of  the  righu  of  dtisen- 
ship in  this  District.     It  appears  that  the  election  at 
which  Mr.  Bailey  was  chosen  wss  held  on  the  8th  day 
of  September,  i8S3,  at  which  time  he  was  actually 
residing  in  this  city  in  the  capacity  of  a  dark  in  the 
6tate  Department.    The  aeoond  section  of  the  firrt 
artide  of  the  Conatitotion  of  the  United  Statea  pro- 
vides *'  thst  no  pcrMH  shall  be  a  Representative  who 
shall  npt  have  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
and  been  seven  years  a  citiaen  pf  the  United  States, 
and  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  inhahiUnt  of 
that  State  in  which  he  ahali  be  chosen." 
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The  vubject  referred  lo  the  comaiilee,  thej  have 
▼iewed  u  one  of  great  national  consequenee,  and  they 
have  entered  upon  the  conBideration  of  it  with  a  diffi- 
dence correeponding  with  iu  impoitanoe.  The  difll- 
cnltj  attending  the.  inUrpreUtion  of  Comtitutional 
proTisiona,  which  depend  on  the  eonatructton  of  a  par* 
licQlar  word,  renders  it  neoeeaary  to  a  eomplete  ei* 
plication,  to  obtoin,  if  poisible,  a  knowledge  of  tho 
reaaona  which  iafluenced  the  franian  of  the  Coaattta- 
lion  in  the  adoptbn  and  use  of  the  word  *'  inhabitant,'' 
and  to  make  an  endeavor  at  aacertaining,  aa  fiir  aa 
practicable,  whether  they  intended  it  to  apply,  accord- 
ing to  ita  common  acceptation,  to  the  perione  whoee 
abode,  living,  ordinary  habitation,  or  home,  shooJd  be 
within  the  Stau  in  which  they  ehoold  be  choeen,  or, 
oo  the  contrary,  according  to  aome  nncommon  or 
teehnioal  meaning.  In  what  at  nee  tbia  word  was  in- 
tended to  apply,  can  only  be  determined  by  reference 
to  the  Conatitution  iteelf;  but  iome  light  may,  per^ 
hapa,  be  thrown  on  the  aabject,  by  eonaulting  the  bia- 
toiy  of  the  timea  in  which  that  Conatitution  waa 
Ibrmed.  It  ia  well  known  that,  at  that  time,  much 
di&rence  of  opinion  e^iated  throughout  the  Union  aa 
to  what  form  of  Govommint  would  be  beat  auited  to 
the  Bituation  of  the  countiy ;  and  that  the  diffioultiea 
which  the  Convention  bad  to  encounter,  in  aiijuating 
the  powers  that  were  to  be  coiiforred  on  the  General 
Government,  and  those  which  were  to.  be  raaerved  to 
the  Statea^  were  of  no  ordinary  kind.  That  body  waa^ 
lor  a  long  time,  divided  into  thrao  diffisrent  partiea, 
uneqiial  in  numbars,  but  alike  xealoua  in  support  of 
their  lavorite  theories ;  one  was  for  a  Government  of 
a  consolidated  iorm,  in  which  the  State  governments 
would  scarcely  have  sustained  their  existence  9  another 
was  for  a  system  of  the  Federal  complexion,  differing 
but  little  from  the  original  compact,  under  the  Arti* 
dee  of  Confederation ;  and  a  third  waa  in  favor  of  a 
Government  partaking  both  of  the  national  and  feder- 
ative principle.  Those  who  were  in  favor  of  retaining 
to  the  States  the  greatest  portion  of  their  sovereignty, 
were  extremely  assiduous  and  peraevering,  and  it  was 
with  much  reluctance  that  they  finally  agreed  to  unite 
{n  that  spirit  of  mutual  conceaaion  and  compromise, 
out  of  which  resulted  the  adoption  of  the  preaant  Con- 
atitution. Thia  daaa  of  politicians  had  imbibed  tha 
opinion  that  almost  any  featurea  of  a  national  charac- 
ter, which  should  be  incorporated  into  tha  Constitu- 
tion, wonid,  in  the  progress  of  the  Oovernmeat,  abaorb 
the  moat  eaaential  powers  of  the  8utee,  and  render 
Ihem  little  more  than  aubordinata  oorporationa;  and 
it  waa,  no  doubt,  owing  to  their  exertions  that  many 
of  thoae  peovisiooa  were  inserted  in  the  Conatitution, 
which  go  to  soatain  the  distinctive  character  of  the 
several  States  aa  component  parts- of  the  General  Gov* 
ernment,-  and  which  were  intended  aa  eflectual  cheeka 
to  its  progressive  inflneooe.  Of  this  nature  ia  the  pro- 
vision that  the  Sutea  ahail  be  equally  repreeented  in 
the  Senate ;  that  the  votes  in  the  House  of  Bepre- 
aenUtivea,  in  deciding  the  election  of  Preaident  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  by  States,  each  Suu  having 
•na  vote ;  and  that  none  but  the  inhabitants  of  the  re- 
spective Statea  should  represent  tbekn  in  either  House 
air  Congress.  It  waa  supposed  that,  unless  a  provision 
waa  made  by  which  State  distinctions  and  State  feel- 
ings were  to  be  preserved,  thora  would  be  danger  of 
a  people  who  had  so  moch  intercourse  with  each  other 
losing  their  attachment  for  the  State  govemmenta,  and 
thereby  add  to  the  powers  of  the  Ganerai  Government, 
which,  many  thought,  in  its  origin,  alarming  in  their 
extent.    In  oonnaxton  with  this,  there  waaatillanothar 


view  of  this  subject,  which  in  all  probability  bad  ita 
infiuence  with  the  framers  of  the  Constitutioa,  and 
induced  them  to  confine  the  people  to  the  election  of 
Senators  and  Representativea  from  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  their  respective  Statea.     They  could  not  but 
anticipate  that,  in  the  progress  of  time,  the  General 
Government  would   necessarily  concentrate^    at  the 
Seat  of  that  Government,  a  number  of  peraons  who 
would  be  engaged  in  the  difierent  branches  of  its  Ad- 
miniatratiott,  and  whose  long  habit  of  dependenoe  on 
thoae  who  might  fill  the  chief  places  in  the  Oovem- 
raent,  woald  do  much  towarda  enliattng  thens  in  %u^ 
port  of  almost  any  cauaa  wfaleh  the  AdmiaiatratieB 
might  wiah  to  promotAi    Every  parson   aioqaaioted 
with  human  nature  muat  be  fuUy  aatiafied  of  the  bias 
which  long  continuance  in  particular  aitnationa  and 
asaaciations  is  Ukaly  to  produce  on  tba  mind;  and 
stateamen,  sa  well  versed  in  political  biatoiy  aa  were 
the  members  of  the  Federal  Convention  in  forming  a 
Conatitution  of  Government,  could  not  axdade  from 
their  minds  the  course  of  poUcy  pursued  by  the  British 
Government  in  this  respect.    It  was  weU  known  la 
them  that,  by  means  of  the  election  of  iavotritea  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  through  the  direct  influence  of 
the  Government,  the  Ministry  were  enabled  to  govern 
that  country  iu  contempt  of  the  public  will,  thereby 
rendering  representation  a  mer6  form.    The  true  the- 
ory of  repreaentative  Government  is  bottomed  on  the 
principle  that  public  opinion  is  to  direct  the  legislatioB 
of  the  country,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Caasti- 
tution,  and  the  most  eflectoal  meana  of  aeeurtng  a 
due  regard  to  the  pnbHc  interest,  and  a  proper  aoli- 
citude  to  relieve  the  public  inconvenianciaa,  U,  to 
have  the  Representative  selected  firom  tha  boaom  of 
that  society  which  ia  compoaad  of  his  eonalitnents. 
A  knowledge  of  the  character  of  a  people  for  whom 
one  is  called  to  act,  is  truly  neceasary,  aa  well  aa  of 
the  views  which  they  entertain  of  public  affaire.    This 
can  only  be  acquired  by  mingling  in  their  company 
and  joining  in  their  conversations ;  but,  above,  all,  that 
reciprocity  of  feeling  and  identity  of  interest,  so  neces* 
sary  to  relations  of  this  kind,  and  which  operate  aa  a 
mutual  guarantee  between  the  parties,  can  only  exi«t, 
in  their  full  extent,  smong  roemben  of  the  aamc  com- 
munity.   All  these  reasons  conspire  to  render  it  abao- 
Intelyneceaaary  that  every  well  regulated  Government 
should  have,  in  its  Constitution,  a  provision  which 
should  embrace  those  advantages ;  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  it  waa  from  conallerations  of  this  kind  tbst 
convention  wisely  determined'  to  insert  in  the  Con- 
stitution that  provision  which  declares  no  person  shall 
be  a  member  of  either  House  of  Congreaa,   **  wha 
shall  not,  at  the  time  of  the  election,  be  an  inbabttant 
of  that  State  in  which  ha  ahaU  he  choeen,''  neaning, 
thereby,  that  theyahould  be  bimafidt  mambera  of  the 
State,  subject  to  all  the  requisitions  of  its  lawa,  and 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  advantages  which 
they  confer.    That  this  subject  occupied  the  partica- 
lar  attention  of  the  convention,  and  that  the  word  in- 
habitant was  not  introduced  without  due  conaideration 
and  discussion,  is  evident  from  the  journals,  by  which 
it  appears  that,  in  the  draught  of  a  constitution  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  five,  on  the  6ih  of  August, 
the  word  resident  was  contained,  and  that,   on  the 
8th  of  the  same  month,  the  convention  amended  thst 
report,  by  atfiking  out  **  resident,"  and  inserting  '*ia* 
habitant,"  as  aatronger  term,  intended  more  dearly  te 
expraaf  their  intention  that  the  persona  to  be  elected 
should  be  completeiy  identified  with  the  tkate  ia 
which  they  were  to  be  choaen.    Having  examined 
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the  case*  in  ooDiwxion  with  the  probable  leaioiifl 
which  inifiiienced  the  minds  ojf  the  memberi  of  the 
convention,  and  led  to  the  nse  of  the  word  inhabitant 
in  the  Constitutioi^,  in  relation  to  Senators  and  Kep- 
resentativei  in  Congress,  it  maj  not  be  improper,  be* 
fore  an  attempt  is  made  at  a  further  definition  of  the 
word,  a  little  to  consider  that  of  citizen,  with  the  view 
of  showing  that  many  of  the  misconceptipna  in  respect 
to  the  ifbrmer,  have  arisen  from  confounding  it  with 
the  latter.  The  word  inhabitant  comprehends  a  sim- 
ple fact,  locality  of  existence ;  that  of  citizen  a-Com- 
bination  of  civii  privileges,  some  of  which  may  be  en- 
joyed in  any  of  the  States  in  the  Union.  The  word 
citizen  may  properly  be  construed  to  mean  a  member 
of  a  political  society ;  and  although  he  might  be  ab- 
sent for  years,  and  cease  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  its 
territory,  his  rjghts  of  citizenship  may  not  be  thereby, 
forfeited,  but  may  be  resumed  whenever  he  may 
choose  to  return ;  or,  indeed,  such  of  them  as  are  not 
interdicted  by  the  requisition  of  inhabitancy,  may  be 
considered  as  reserved ;  as,  for  instance,  in  many  of 
the  Statee  a  person  who,  by  reason  of  absence,  would 
not  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Legislature,  might  be 
appointed  a  judge  of  any  of  their  courts.  The  rea- 
son of  this  is  obvious.  The  judges  are  clothed  with 
no  discretionary  powers  about  which  the  public  opiur 
ion  is  necessary  to  be  consulted  ;  they  are  not  makers, 
but  expounders  of  the  law,  and  the  constitution  aad 
stattttes  of  the  State  are  the  only  authorities  they  have 
lo  consult  and  obey. 

It  is  not  within  the  knowledge  of  the  committee,  that 
any  of  the  States  have  Constitutional  or  legsl  provi- 
aionv  on  the  subject  of  expatriation,  unices,  indeed, 
the  laws  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  paupers  should 
be  considered  of  that  description ;  we  are,  therefore, 
left  without  sny  certain  rule  by  which  to  determine 
what  length  of  absence  shall  amount  to  a  forfeiture  of 
citizenship.  Perhaps,  the  only  safe  criterion  by  which 
to  determine  the  matter,  would  be  to  consider  every 
person  who  removes  from  one  part  of  the  United 
States  and  settles  in  another,  as  ceasing  to  be  a  citi- 
zen of  the  State  from  which  he  has  removed,  when* 
ever,  by  the  constitution  or  laws  of  the  place  where 
he  has  taken  up  his  resideooe,  he  is  entitled  to  exet- 
ciee  the  rights  of  a  citizen  there.  From  what  hss 
already  been  said,  it  must  appear  that  the  words  citi- 
zen and  inhabitant  cannot  be  considered  as  synony- 
mous ;  but  it  rosy  not  be  improper  to  quote  some 
authority  in  support  of  thii  opinion.  The  difiereooe 
of  eitoation  between  the  people  of  the  United  States 
and  that  of  the  people  of  Europe,  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  renders  it  difficult  to  find  in  the  writings  on 
either  national  or  municipal  law,  in  that  county ^  any 
thing  exactly  in  point ;  all,  however,  agree  in  Gonsid« 
ering  inhabitant  as  connected  with  habitation  and 
abode.  Thus,  Vattel  says,  (in  book  1,  chap.  19,  sec* 
213.)  **  The  inhabitants,  as  distinguished  from  citi- 
zens, are  strangers,  who  are  permitted  to  settle  and 
stay  in  the  country.  Bound  by  their  residence  to  the 
society,  they  are  subject  to  thi)  laws  of  the  >  State 
while  they  reside  there ;  and  they  are  bound  to  defend 
it  while  it  grants  them  protectioni  though  they  do  not 
participate  in  all  the  rights  of  citizens."  If,  according 
to  the  doctrine  here  laid  down,  the  mere  settlement  and 
stay  in  a  country  where  the  laws  precluded  those  who 
thus  settled  from  becoming  members  of  the  civil  so- 
ciety, gives  the  chsracter  of  inhabitants  to  such  per- 
sons, it  clearly  establishes  the  distinction  between 
citizen  and  inhabitant,  and  shows  that  the  latter  appel- 
lation ii  derived  from  habitation  and  abode,  and  not 


from  the  political  privileges  they  are  entitled  to  exercise. 
Jacob's  law  dictionary  defines  "  inhabitant"  to  be  «  a 
dweller  or  householder  in  any  place,  as  inhabitants  of 
the  ville  are  householders  in  the  ville.  The  word  inhabi- 
tants includes  tenants  in  fee  simple,  tenants  for  life, 
dsc,  tansnts  at  will,  and  he  who  has  no  interest  but 
only  his  habitation  and  dwelling."  But  should  these 
authorities  not  be  considered  conclusive  as  to  the  da* 
finition  of  the  word  inhabitant,  let  the  constitutions  of 
the  several  States  be  examined,  and  see  if,  in  some  of 
them,  the  word  has  not  received  a  construction  exactly 
similar  to  what  is  here  contended  for.  The  constitution 
of  Jievi  Hampshire  contains  the  following  declaration : 
"And  every  person  qualified  as  this  constitution  pro- 
vides, shall  be  considered  sn  inhabitant,  for  the  pur*- 
pose  of  electing  and  being  elected  into  any  ofiioe  or 
place  within  this  State,  in  the  town,  parish,  and  plaa«< 
tation  where  he  dwelleth  or  hath  his  home."  The 
constitution  of  Massschusetts  declares  that*  "to  re* 
move  all  doubts  concerning  the  word  inhabitant,  in 
this  constitution,  every  person  shall  be  considered  ao 
inhabitant  (for  the  purpose  of  electing  and  being 
elected  into  any  office  or  place  within  this  State)  in 
that  town,  district,  or  plantation,  where  he  dwelleth 
or  hath  his  home."  The  constitution  of  New  Hamp« 
ahire  was  adopted  in  1^92,  and  that  of  Massachusetts 
in  1780;  the  former  five  years  aiUr,  and  the  latter 
seven  years  before  the  formation  of  the  Oonstitutioa- 
of  the  United  Ststes ;  and  the  word  inhabitant  is  used 
in  these  constitutions  in  the  same  relation  to  the  mem* 
hers  of  the  State  Legislature,  that  it  is  in  the  Consli* 
tution  of  the  United  States  to  members  of  Congress. 
These  constitutions  were  formed  by  conventions,  in 
which  were  many  of  the  most  learned  and  practical 
statesmen  of  that  day  ;  and.  the  declarations  which 
they  contain  of  the  manner  in  which  thev  intended 
the  word  inhabitant  should  be  understood,  ought  to 
be  considered  as  settling,  conclusively,  its  true  end 
legitimate  meaning.  Nearly  all  the  State  constita<* 
tions  require  either  inhabitan<7  or  residence  as  one  of 
the  qualifications  of  Representatives  in  the  Legislature  ^ 
and  in  those  of  Delaware,  Georgia,  and  Ohio,  a  saving 
clause  is  inserted  in  favor  of  socb  as  may  be  absent 
on  the  public  business  of  the  State,  or  of  the  United 
States,  thus  clearly  indicating  the  opinion  that  abaones 
from  the  State  divests  the  person  of  the  character  of 
inhabitant.  The  act  of  Congress  of  the  1st  of  March, 
1790,-  enkiUed  "An  act  providing  for  the  enumeration 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,"  afibrda  ano- 
ther evidence  of  the  same  construction  of  the  word 
iahsbilant :  the  act  provides  "  that  the  raaisbalo  of 
the  several  districU  of  ths  United  States  shall  be,  and 
they  are  hereby^  autliorised  to  caase  the  number  of 
the  inhabitanta  within  their  respective  districta.  to  b^ 
taken,"  dtc.,  «ad  by  the  same- act,  the  marshal  is  re*» 
quired  to  make  oath  that  he  will  cause  to  be  made  a 
perfect- enumeration  and  description  of  all  persons 
resident  within  his  district,  dtc  By  which  it  appeara 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress^  at  that  time,  the  in- 
habitanta of  the  respective  districta  were  the  persons 
residing  or  living  therein.  The  same  principle  is  also 
recognised  in  the  act  of  Congress  **  to  establish  ths 
judicial  courU  of  the  United  States,"  passed  in  1789. 
In  the  statement  made  by  the  Secretary  of  Stata,  ha 
refers  to  the  practice  of  the  Legislature  of  MasaaobU'^ 
setta  in  cases  embracing  the  same  principles  which 
are  involved  in  tho  one  under  consideration  ;  thess^ 
however,  cannot  be  resorted  to  as  precedents,  unless  it 
be  made  to  appear  that  the  question  has  been  discussed 
and  decided  in  that  body.    The  existence  of  the  cases> 
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and  sni&ring  them  to  pan  by  without  inYeitigation, 
ia  no  evidence  that  they  were  in  oonformity  with  the 
conalitation  of  the  State.  To  conteat  the  election  of 
a  person  who  ia  the  choice  of  the  people,  is  a  very 
nnpleamnt  task*  one  that  few  will  undertake,  and 
from  that  cause  alone  persons  not  eligible  may  have 
been  permitted  to  retain  seats  in  Legislative  bodies. 
But  it  does  not  follow  from  this,  that  it  was  not  an  in- 
fraction of  the  principles  of  the  constitution.  But  it  is 
oontended  by  Mr.  Bailey  that,aa  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  General  government  while  in  this  District,  and 
bad  eipressed  an  intention  of  returning  to  Massachu- 
setts, he  still  remains  an  inhabitant  of  that  State,  but 
the  committee  are  unable  to  perceive  the  force  ojf  the 
reaaoaing  by  which  this  position  is  attempted  to  be 
maintained.  It  ia  true  that,  by  writora  on  the  lawa 
of  nations,  ambassadora  and  other  agenta  who  go  out 
aa  such  from  one  Government  to  reside  near  that  of 
another,  are  considered  as  carrying  with  them  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  Government  to  which  they  belong;  that 
.  their  rights  aa  citizenaare  not  impaired  by  auch  abaeoee, 
and  that  children  born  in  the  houaea  they  occupy  tre 
considered  aa  born  within  the  territory  and  jurisdiction 
•f  the  Government  in  whose  service  theyare.  But 
the  analogy  between  the  eaaes  is  not  discovered ;  the 
one  is  the  case  of  an  agent  in  a  foreign  country,  not 
possessing  the  capacity,  by  residence  in  that  country, 
to  become  one  of  its  citiiens,  or  to  lose  his  allegiance 
to  the  country  from  which  he  cornea;  the  other  ia 
that  of  a  person  employed  in  the* service  of  the  Gen- 
(sral  Government  within  ito  territory,  but  without  the 
limita  of  the  State  of  which  he  claims  to  be  an  inhab- 
itant. That  which  appertains  to  Ministers  of  this 
OovemmenI,  who  represent  the  sovereignty  of  the 
nation  in  foreign  countries,  whatever  it  may  be,  can- 
not be  supposed  to  attach  to  thoee  in  subordinate  em- 
ployments at  home.  The  relation  which  the  Stetes 
near  to  each  other,  is  very  different  from  that  which 
the  Union  bears  to  foreign  Governmente ;  the  several 
Statea,  by  their  own  constitutions,  prescribed  the  con- 
ditiona  by  which  the  citiaens  of  one  SUte  shall  become 
dtiicna  of  another ;  and  over  tbia  subject  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union  has  no  control ;  it  wonid,  therefore, 
be  altogether  fallacious  to  pretend  that  the  bare  holding 
of  an  appointment  under  the  General  Government, 
and  reaiding  for  years  in  one  of  the  Stotea,  ahould  pre- 
ehide  the  holder  f/om  being  an  inhabitant  and  citisen 
•f  such  Stete,  when,  by  iu  constitution  and  lawa,  he 
ie  recognised  as  such.  How  the  ezpresaion  of  an  in- 
tention to  return  at  some  future  time  to  the  Stete 
from  which  the  person  had  come,  can  affect  the  citi* 
lenship  and  inhabttanoy  thus  acquired,  is  tmpoeaibie 
to  comprehend.  If  citizenship  in  one  pert  of  the 
Union  waa  only  to  be  acqoh-ed  by  a  formal  renunci- 
ation of  allegiance  to  the  Stete  from  which  the  per- 
aon  came,  previous  to  his  being  admitted  to  the 
fighte  of  citiaenship  in  the  State  to  which  he  had  re- 
moved, the  expression  of  an  intention  to  return  would 
be  of  importenoe ;  but,  aa  it  is,  it  can  have  no  bearing 
on  the  case ;  the  doctrine  ia  not  applicable  to  citiaens 
•f  this  confederacy  removing  from  one  State,  and  aet- 
tling  in  another;  nor  can  it,  in  the  present  ease,  be 
considered  aa  going  to  establish  inhabitancy  in  Mas- 
•acbuaetts,  when  the  fact  ia  conceded  that,  at  the  time 
ef  the  election,  and  for  nearly  six  yeara  before,  Mr. 
Bailey  was  actually  an  inhabitant  of  the  city  of  Waah- 
ington,  in  the  District  of  Columbis,  and,  by  the  char- 
ter of  the  city,  and  the  laws  in  force  in  the  District, 
waa,  to  all  intente  and  purpoaee,  aa  much  an  inhabit- 
ant thereof  aa  though  he  had  been  born,  and 


there  during  the  whole  period  of  hla  lUe ;  and  the  is- 
fttsal  to  exercise  the  righte  of  a  cHisen  can  bt  sf  as 
consequence  in  the  caae.    It  ia  not  the  exercise  of  pnv> 
ileges  that  constitutes  a  citixen ;  it  ie  being  a  ciiixa 
that  gtvea  the  title  to  those  privileges.     But  there  ii 
one  other  circumstence  attendini^  this  case  tbtl  re- 
mains to  be  noticed,  and  which,   it  ie  prtsumed,  cu- 
not  fail  to  explain  the  true  character  of  Mr.  Bader'i 
reaidence  in  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia  ;  the  groond  bi 
aasumes  is  that,  although  he  was  resident  in  the  Ih»* 
trict,  his  domicil  was  his  father'a  house  in  Msstadia- 
sette.    Vattel  aays,  (book  I,  chap  19,  sec.  SIB,)  «TW 
natural  or  original  domicii  is   that   given   ns  by  ^ 
birth,  where  our  father  had  hia,  and  we  sie  considered 
aa  reteining  it  till  we  have  abandoned  it  in  order  n 
choooe  another.    The  domicil  acquired  is  that  when 
we  aettle  by  our  choice."     A  question  now  prcsess 
iteetf  for  solution.    What  ahall  be  considered  an  ibis- 
donment  of  the  natural  or  original  domioil  ?     The  ret- 
sen  why  the  father's  house  ahould  be  considered  wuht 
domicil  of  the  son  is,  that,  previous  to  the  marriage  if 
the  children,    they  all  constitute   hot   one  famxlv,  tf 
which  the  father  is  the  head, and  his  house  their  oois- 
mon  home,  so  long  aa  they  choose  to  remain  in  it ;  bet 
if  the  eon  abeento  himself  for  years,  and,  io  the  laets 
time,  marries  a  wife,  he  then   aasuoies  the  character 
of  the  head  of  a  fiimily  himaelf ;  and  the  relatioa  d 
which  he  before  stood  to  his  father'a  &inilj  is  thereby 
entirely  changed,  and  the  original    domicil  must  be 
considered  aa  abandoned,  and  a  new  one  eaUblisbed 
where  he  and  his  wife  continue  to  reside.     This  a 
precisely  Mr.  Bailey'a  ease ;  he  had  left  hia  faiher'i 
house  in  Massachusetts,  and  token  up  his  rceidcace 
in  Washington  city,  where  he  hid  remained  for  nearif 
six  yeara,  and  where  he  waa  at  the  time  of  the  tkt- 
tton  t  he  had  married  a  wife  in  thia  cttj,  and  his  hab- 
itetion  waa  with  the  family  of  her  mother;  can  he. 
thus  sitnated,  have  any  reasonable  groond  on  whidi 
to  claim  that  he  ia  an  inhabitant  of  Maasachnarta  ? 
The  opinion  is  enterteined  by  aome  that  the  govera- 
ment  of  the  Diatrict  q(  Columbia  being  rather  of  ta 
anomalous  diaracter,  a  residence  here  would  not  cany 
with  it  the  same  conseqnencea  that  woatd  attend  t^ 
aettlement  in  one  of  the  Stetea  of  the  Union  ;  bat  the 
distinction,  as  applicable  to  the  preaent  case,  the  eoca- 
mittee  have  not  been  able  to  discover.     It  haa  she 
been  suggested  that,  as  the  United  States  have  the 
exclusive  Jurisdiction  over  the  District,  each  State  may 
be  considered  aa  posaeasing  a  part,  and  that  ahhons^ 
a  person  formeriy  a  eitixen  of  Masaaehuaette,  or  of  aay 
other  State,  may  be  resident  here,  yet  he  is  not  out  ii 
the  jurisdiction  of  hia  own  State.    Thia  is  an  aifu> 
ment  more  subtile  than  aound  and  condnsiTe.     If  thel 
view  be  correct,  the  Kmlteof  the  indiridoal  States  vJ 
be  found  to  be  vastly  more  extenaive  than  was  ever 
heretofore  eupposed ;  becauae  the  same  rule  that  wil 
apply  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  wfll  alao  apply  ts 
the  whole  of  the  territory  purchaaed  by  the  Geoenl 
Government,  either  from  individual  States  or  fsreiga 
nationa.    The  doctrine  ia  manifoatly  erroneooa,    Tba 
righto  and  intereste  of  the  individual  States,  in  every 
thing  of  a  national  character,  are  merged  in  thoae  ii 
the  General  Government,  the  powers  of  which,  withia 
ite  sphere,  are  complete  and  indiviaiUe. 

The  committee  have  carefully,  and  thej  trust  ia- 
partially,  considered  the  subject  referred  to  then; 
they  have  examined  it  in  every  aspect  in  which  it  hm 
presented  iteelf  to  their  minda ;  they  have  aaaidaoaslf 
endeavored  to  aaesrtain  the  true  intent  and  meanieg  af 
that  part  ef  the  Conatitation  of  the  United  States  by 
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which  the  case  ii  to  be  tested  and  decided ;  and  they 
have  presented  to  the  House  some  of  the  reasons  which 
have  mdnced  the  conclusion  to  which  they  have  arrived. 
Thej  regret  extremely  that  the  duty  which  they  owe 
to  themselves,  to  the  House,  and  the  nation,  would 
not  permit  them  to  accord  in  opinion  with  the  citizens 
of  that  portion  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  immedi- 
ately interested  in  the  decision  of  the  question ;  but 
believing,  as  they  do,  that  the  choice  of  that  district 
waa  made  in  direct  opposition  to  an  express  provision 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  they  respect- 
fully Fobmtt  the  following  resolution  : 

<•  Ruoived,  That  John  Bailey  is  not  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  House.** 

PkTTTJOV   AOAIirST   SlTTIIlO  MiXBBB. 

To  the  hanoraUe  the  House  of  Repreeentatitfts  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  ossenMed : 
The  andersigned,  being  inhabitants  of  the  district 
of  Norfolk,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachnsetta, 
and  Only  qualified  voters  ior  a  Representative  of  said 
district  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  do  re- 
specifnlly  petition  and  remonstrate  with  your  honor^ 
able  body  againat  the  return  of  John  Bailey,  Esq., 
aa  a  Representative  of  said  district,  in  the  eighteenth 
Congress  of  the  United  States ;  and  do  respectfully  pray 
that  the  said  Bailey  may  not  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in 
said  Congress  aa  the  Repreaentatfve  of  said  dbtrict, 
for  the  following  reasons : 

Becaase,  by  &e  first  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  Constitution  of  tho  United  States,  it  is  provided 
that  no  person  shall  be  a  representative,  who  lAiall 
not,  when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  that  State  in 
which  he  shall  be  chosen. 

Becaase,  at  the  time  when  the  election  was  held,  at 
which  the  said  Bailey  was  supposed  to  have  been 
choocn*  he  was  not  an  inhabitant  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  but  then  was,  and  for  many 
yeara  before  had  been,  and  still  is,  as  the  undersigned 
have  been  informed  and  verily  believe,  an  inhabitant 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  District  of  Columbia ; 
snd*  therefore,  was  not  eligible  as  a  representative  of 
said  district  or  any  other  district  within  said  Common- 
wealth, by  the  express  letter,  and  in  conformity  with 
the  true  spirit  and  intention  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

Samuel  D.  Hixon. 

Nath'l  Leonard,  Jr. 

Oliver  Johnson. 

Ransel  Jones. 

Hiram  Jones. 

Thom.  E.  Clark. 

Charles  Richards. 

Willard  Morse. 

Solemon  Richards. 

CeHiJleates  in  hehai/of  the  sitting  member. 

In  answer  to  the  questions  proposed  to  me  by  th^ 
Committee  of  Elections  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tive* of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  Mr.  John 
Baitey,  I  have  the  honor  of  stating-— 

First  That  Mr.  Bailey  was  appointed  a  clerk  in 
the  Department  of  State  on  the  1st  of  October,  1817. 

Second.  That  his  letter,  resigning  that  appointment, 
waa  dated  the  Slst,  and  received  by  me  the  SSd  of 
October,  1833.  His  resignation  was  immediately  ac- 
cepted, and  an  appointment  made  to  supply  his  place. 

Third.  The  duties  performed  by  Mr.  Bailey  were 
fteae  of  a  clerk,  at  the  salary  of  1,600  doUsrs  a  year, 
that  being  the  highest  salary,  next  to  that  of  the  chief 
eterk,  allowed  by  law.    They  were  diflerent  at  difier- 

l8Ui  Com.  lit  Sbm.— >5l 


George  Johnson. 
Isaac  Johnson. 
Joel  Johnson. 
Luther  Gay. 
Elijah  Glover. 
Warren  Johnson. 
Jedediah  Snow. 
Thomas  Glover. 


ent  periods  of  his  service.  During  tho  two  or  three 
last  years,  he  had  charge  of  the  diplomatic  correspond- 
ence, the  most  important  and  confidential  portion  of 
the  duties  of  the  office. 

Fourih,  A  certificate  of  appointment  is  always 
given  to  the  clerks  in  the  department,  appointed  by 
authority  of  law.  A  copy  of  that  given  to  Mr.  Bailey 
is  herewith  delivered  to  the  committee. 

Fifth,  Mr.  Bailey's  residence,  at  the  time  of  his  ap- 

S ointment,  was  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  inHhe 
istrlct  which  he  has  now  been  elected  to  represent. 
On  tendering  to  him  the  appointment  of  a  clerk  in 
the  Department  of  State,  I  invited  him,  in  the  event 
of  his  accepting  it,  to  repair  to  this  city,  to  take  upon 
him  the  performance  of  its  duties,  which  he  immedi- 
ately did.  His  residence,  during  the  time  he  held 
the  office,  was  necessarily  in  this  District;  hut  he 
never,  to  my  knowledge,  exercised  any  of  the  rights  of 
eitisenship  within  the  District  1  always  understood  him 
as  considering  the  State  of  Massachusetts  as  his  heme, 
and  his  residence  here'  as  Merely  temporsry,  and  oc- 
casioned by  his  neoessaty  attendance  upon  the  duties 
of  his  office.  At  two  diflerent  periods,  he  asked  my 
opinion,  whether  I  thought  him  eligible,  as  a  Repre- 
sentative in  Congress  for  the  district  in  Massachusetts 
to  which  he  belonged  ;  and  I  answered  him,  that  I 
did.  'Upon  one,  or  both  of  those  occasions,  I  mention- 
ed to  him  the  general  reasons  of  my  opinion,  founded 
upon  the  common  principle  of  national  law,  that  the 
animus  reveriendi,  or  intention  of  return,  constitutes 
the  test  of  domicil,  for  the  preservation  of  political 
rights  to  persons  absent  from  home ;  and  upon  the 
practice,  conformable  to  this  principle,  in  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts,  examples  of  which  were 
within  my  own  knowledge. 

JOHN  QUINCT  ADAM& 
Wasbixotov,  January  8,  1834. 

In  pursuance  of  authority,  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress passed  on  the  eleventh  day  of  September,  1789, 
entitled  ^'An  act  for  establishing  the  salaries  of  the 
Executive  officers  of  Government,  with  their  assist- 
anU  and  clerks,"  I  do  hereby  appoint  John  Bailey  a 
clerk  in  the  Department  of  State. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Washington,  this  first  day 
of  October,  1817. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Dbpabtxbitt,  ov  Statb, 

Washington^  10<A  January^  1884. 

Sib  :  In  answer  to  the  questions  of  Mr.  Bailey,  en« 
eleeed  in  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  of  stating  as  follows  : 

To  the  first.  That  I  returned  to  the  United  States, 
from  Berlin,  in  September,  1801,  after  an  absence  of 
seven  years.  I  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Senate  of 
Massachusetts  in  April,  1803. 

Second.  Mr.  Eustis  returned  from  the  Netherlands 
in  the  summer  of  1 81 9. 

Third.  Mr.  Gore  returned  to  the  United  Sutee, 
from  England,  in  1804,  and  was  elected  Governor  of 
Massaehusetta  in  1809. 

Fourth,  Mr.  Benjamin  Hicbbom  and  General  Wi1« 
liam  Hull  were  both  members  of  the  Senate  of  Mas- 
sachusetts in  the  year  1803  with  me.  They  had  both, 
within  t^e  years  before  that  time,  been  absent  in  Eu* 
rope  upon  their  private  concerns.  Mr.  Hichbom't 
absence  had  been  of  several  yeara  continuance. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  yours,  dte. 

JOHN  QUINCT  ADAMS. 

J.  Sloaits,  Esq.,  Chairman^  4f«. 
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I  have  been  acquainted  with  Mr.  John  W*  Bailey 
from  my  arrival  in  this  city,  in  Janaary,  ldl8,  to  the 
present  time.  He  has  resided  in  a  public  hotel,  with 
occasional  absencee  on  vtiits  to  Massachusetts,  until 
his  marriege  in  this  city,  which  took  place  about  a 
year  since ;  at  which  time  he  took  his  residence  with 
the  £[|inriy  of  his  wife's  mother,  where  he  still  remains. 

With  respect  to  the  exercise  of  the  privileges  of  a 
citizen,  I  know  no  act  which,  in  this  District,  can  be 
■0  ^n titled,  unless  it  be  the  voting  for  city  officers  at 
the  annual  elections,  or  holding  an  office  in  the  corpo- 
ration. I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Bailey  has  voted  in  any 
case  for  city  officers,  and  believe  that  he  has  never  held 
ai^  office  of  the  corporation.  I  do  not  know  what  is 
the  interest  or  property  which  Mr.  Bailey  has  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, the  supervision  of  which  he  claima  as  con- 
stituting his  inhabitancy  there. 

CHARLES  BULFINCH. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  the  13th  Jana* 
nary,  1824. 

J.  SLOANE.  CAoiVmofi. 

STATEMENT  OF  MB.  BAILEY. 

To  the  Committee  of  Eieetione,  H.  R, 

QiHTLBMBir :  It  was  suggested,  when  I  first  had  the 
honor  of  meeting  you  in  session,  on  the  7th  instant, 
that  the  true  question  in  my  case  was  the  question, 
quo  animo  f  What  was  my  intention  relative  to  ray 
residence  at  Washington  ?  Was  it  intended  to  be 
permanent,  or  only  ttmpotary  ?  If  the  letter,  my  in- 
habitancy in  Massachusetts  remained ;  if  the  former, 
it  was  lost 

I  beg  leave  to  state  some  facts  bearing  on  the  ques- 
tion, and  to  add  a  few  remarks. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  those  provisions  of  our 
constitutions  and  laws  which  require  inhabitancy  as  a 
qualification  for  holding  office,  have  in  all  parts  of  the 
Country,  it  is  believed,  received  a  liberal  and  not  a 
rijgid  construction.  And  it  is  just  that  there  should 
he  a  liberal  construction,  since  there  is  scarcely  the 
slightest  danger  of  any  extensive  evil  arising  from  it. 
We  find  that  in  those  States  where  members  of  Con* 
gross  are  chosen  in  districts,  it  is  very  rare,  indeed,  that 
a  person  is  elected  who  is  not  an  inhabitant  of  the 
Strict  in  which  he  is  chosen,  though  such  inhsbi- 
tancy  is  not  at  all  a  requisite.  Equally  rare,  probably 
more  so,  would  be  the  election  of  a  person  not  an  in- 
habitant oi  the  State,  even  if  the  Constitution  df  the 
United  States  had  not  made  inhabitancy  a  requisite. 

The  reason  which  led  'our  predecessors  to  establish 
inhabitancy  so  generally  as  a  requisite  for  holding  of- 
fice, was  probablv  this :  They  had  seen  the  enormous 
abuses  which  had  taken  place  in  England,  connected 
with  the  election  to  Parliament  of  persons  who  were 
almost  entire  strangers  to  those  whom  they  represented. 
Those  members  were  very  often  the  devoted,  and  often 
the  pensioned  supporters  of  a  powerful  Ministry.  In 
their  minds,  therefore,  the  ideas  of  non -inhabitancy 
and  of  ministerial  influence  were  intimately  associated. 
Hence,  the  provision  of  inhabitancy  was  almost  uni- 
versally engrafted  into  our  constitutions;  notwith- 
standing our  more  equal  representation,  the  greater 
OBmberand  intelligence  of  our  electors,  and  the  idea, 
whether  true  or  false,  that  each  section  of  our  country 
has  its  peculiar  interests,  rendered  such  a  provision 
almost  useless. 

This  view  of  the  probable  origin  of  a  provision  which 
in  this  country  seems  tin  necessary,  shows  that  the  lib- 
eral construction  which,  by  universal  consent  it  re- ' 


ceives  among  us,  is  a  perfectly  just  and  proper  en- 
struction.  The  right  of  sufiTrage  and  the  tettkaiai 
of  paupers  are  construed  more  rigidly,  aad  properij  m. 
A  loose  construction  of  the  former  would  teod  to  it- 
feat  the  will  of  a  majority  of  the  people;  sad, of  ^ 
latter,  would  impose  on  them  improper  pecaniar;  bv- 
dens.  But,  in  the  case  of  eligibility,  neither  of  tboe 
evils  can  result 

This  liberal  construction  is  pecnliarly  proper  ia  re- 
lation to  the  DUtriet  of  Commbia,  Stronger  eii* 
denoe  of  an  intention  to  become  a  permsnemiobi^ 
tant  of  it  than  of  any  other  part  of  our  coantry,  «i|li 
to  be  required  before  such  intention  is  presumed.  It 
is  subject  to  the  exdwdve  legiaiaUon  of  Coogren;  i 
a  body  which  is.  the  Legislature  of  Massachaieui « 
well  as  of  the  District  of  Colamfata.  By  coming  & 
this  District,  I  came  under  no  new  jurisdictioQ<-4k 
jurisdiction  of  no  Government  under  whose  joriick- 
tion  I  had  not  previously  lived.  Suppose  I  had  bets 
in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  Sutes,  tad  bra 
stationed  solely  and  fi>r  several  years  at  so  ieiaad  n 
Boston  harbor,  subject  to  the  exdasive  IrfisUtwoef 
the  United  States :  is  it  believed  that  I  should  hn 
ceased  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  Maasaehosetti!  !« 
the  jorisdiotion  ia  precisely  the  same.  And  tboiii 
the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia  have  t  n^ 
to  elect  charter  officers,  even  this  pittance  of  a  rigbti 
held  at  the  mere  sufferance  of  Congress.  Thai  be^ 
can  at  any  moment  revoke  the  right. 

There  are  several  points  in  the  laws  regulatiof  tbt 
District  of  Columbia,  (such,  for  example,  u  the  out 
giving  to  aliens  the  power  of  holding  real  estaie,; 
which  prove  that  this  District  was  intended  si  a  gm! 
thoroughfare  of  the  nation,  an  estate  in  joint  leDion, 
a  spot  which  should  form,  in  a  certain  sense,  a  piit<^ 
appendage  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  whkh  il 
therefore,  placed  under  the  exclusive  jurisdictioa  of  tb 
common  Uovernment  of  these  States. 

Tbus,  the  very  condition  and  uses  of  the  Diitrid^ 
Colombia  show  the  propriety  of  a  liberal  eoaatrectioi 
of  the  doctrine  of  inhabitancy,  in  relation  to  pencsi 
employed  in  it  by  the  Government. 

Another  ground  of  liberal  conatroction  it  the  (fct 
that  there  is  no  person  claiming  the  seat  which,  it  i 
alleged,  ought  to  be  vacated.  Were  there  such  aptr* 
son,  liberality  to  the  sitting  member  might  bs  iojuabfl 
to  him.  Dot  nohe  such  is  found.  To  vacate  the  mi 
would,  neceswarilf  leave  the  district  withoot  reprMcfl- 
tation  for  a  portion  of  the  oeasion.  A  liberal  cac* 
struction  therefore,  gives  efifect  to  the  right  of  repi*- 
sentation,  without  injustice  to  a  rival  candidate. 

If  any  thing^  oould  further  show  the  proprietjof  • 
liberal  construction  in  this  case,  it  would  be  the  difi* 
destine  and  novel  origin  and  progress  of  the  rtmmr 
strances  before  the  committee,  tending  to  prorc  thai 
the  whole  complaint  originated,  and  hss  beso  psmei 
from  personal  motives.  Several  weeks  before  tiie 
meeting  of  Congress,  a  large  number  of  Uank  reoofi* 
strsnces  were  printed,  and  circulated,  soooynoBsi;. 
through  the  post  office,  addressed  to  the  maoidpil 
officers  and  other  persons  in  the  twenty-six  towoe  iau 
which  the  district  is  divided,  with  a  maaDscnptrcqi2<« 
on  the  margin  to  those  persons  to  obtain  eigoai8i«<- 
and  send  them  to  some  member  of  Congress  fioffi  thi 
State. 

About  a  week  after  the  commencemeot  of  the  lo- 
sion,  two  of  these  pspers,  together  contaioiof  tweBif- 
six  signatures,  were  received  by  a  meonbrr,  io  ^ 
anonymous  letter,  requesting  him  to  present  throi^ 
the  House ;  and  they  were  preeented  aad  eamsim 
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before  I  koevr  of  their  existence.  Though  this  letter 
had  only  a  fictitiooe  signature,  the  member  who  re- 
ceiTed  it  is  confident  that  he  knows  the  handwriting. 
And  what  shows  that  the  remonstrances  were  got  up 
from  personal  motiTes»  and  not  from  zeal  to  preserve 
the  Constitution  inviolate,  is  the  fact  that  the  name  of 
the  undoubted  writer  of  this  anonymous  letter  does 
not  itself  appear  on  either  remonstrance.  Another  fact 
is,  that,  at  the  election,  the  writer  of  this  anonymous 
letter  received  nearly  the  same  number  of  votes,  in  his 
own  town,  as  there  were  names  on  the  remonstrances, 
which  were  also  from  the  same  town. 

M^hen,  therefore,  we  consider  that  even  the  genuine* 
neea  of  the  signatures  is  questionable,  as  they  came 
through  an  anonymous,  and  therefore  irresponsible 
channel ;  that,  waiving  this  objection,  still  there  are 
but  twenty-siz  remonstrants,  equivalent  to  one  elector, 
in  each  town,  in  a  district  which  has  several  thousand 
electors ;  that  they  are  but  few  more  in  number  than 
the  votes  given  at  the  election  for  the  person  who  ob* 
tained  and  forwarded  the  signatures,  and  that  they 
merely  express  their  belief  that  the  person  elected  wa^ 
not  an  inhabitant  of  the  State,  sustaining  the  allega- 
tion by  no  proof  whatever,  while  a  contrary  belief  was 
expressed,  by  a  thousand  electors,  in  the  fact  of  his 
election :  when  we  consider  all  these  circumstances, 
we  see  much  to  convince  us  that  these  remonstrances 
originated  in  personal  motives,  and  very  little  to  con- 
Tince  ue  that  papers  of  so  informal  and  questionable  a 
character,  are  entitled  to  great  respect  from  the  House 
or  its  committee. 

One  of  the  oldest,  most  experienced,  and  best  in- 
formed members  of  the  House,  on  hearing  the  circum- 
stances, expressed  his  belief  that  no  instance  could  be 
found  in  which  papers  of  such  a  character  were  ever 
even  received  by  the  House.  If  they  should  not  only 
be  received,  but  be  made  the  ground  of  the  dismission 
of  a  member  from  the  House,  it  would  be  still  more 
remarkable. 

These  circumstances,  aided  by  the  general  reason 
in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  before  nodced,  ren- 
der it  proper  that  the  clear  and  undeniable  will  of  tl^ 
people  of  the  district  should  not  be  set  aside  on  any 
other  than  the  most  unequivocal  grounds.  That  such 
grounds  do  not  exist,  is,  it  is  believed,  most  manifest. 

The  question  is,  was  my  residence  in  Washington 
intended  by  me  to  be  permanent,  or  only  temporary  t 
If  permanent,  my  inhabitancy  in  Massachusetts  was 
lost  ;  if  temporary,  it  was  not  lost*  Mere  residence, 
of  itself,  cannot  destroy  inhabitancy.  This  all  admit. 
Innumerable  examples  and  authorities  prove  it.  Be* 
fore  we  infer  the  loss  of  inhabitancy,  we  must  show 
some  facts  indicating  intention  of  permanent  residence. 

The  testimony  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  he  always  un* 
derstood  me  as  considering  Massachusetts  my  home, 
and  my  residence  here  as  merely  temporary,  joined 
with  the  testimony  of  both  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Bui- 
finch,  (witnesses  who  were  not  called  at  my  request,) 
that  they  never  had  knowledge  of  any  exercise  by  me 
of  the  political  rights  of  a  citizen  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  is  a  satisfactory  proof  in  my  favor,  unless 
some  opposite  proof  can  be  brought  to  countervail  it. 

No  such  proof,  I  am  sure,  can  be  found.  On  the 
contrary,  my  whole  course,  during  my  residence  here, 
has  been  in  entire  conformity  to  this  testimony.  And 
I  dee/arit  eoUmnlg  and  distinctly ,  that  it  was  always 
my  intention  to  continue  an  inhabitant  of  Massaehu' 
settS'^  In  the  civil  concerns  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, I  have  never  exercised  a  single  privilege,  or  been 
required  to  perform  a  single  duty  of  an  inhabitant ;  * 


have  never  held  a  local  office,  or  given  a  vote,  or  even 
had  the  right  of  voting,  and  have  never  owned  any 
real  estate,  or  paid  or  been  assessed  in  any  tax  what- 
l  soever.  I  was  at  a  public  hotel  till  within  less  than  a 
year  before  my  election,  when  I  was  invited  to  reside 
in  a  private  family  as  long  as  it  should  be  pleasing, 
keeping,  while  there,  no  house,  no  table,  or  domestics, 
but  living  as  one  friend  would  live  while  on  a  visit  to 
another  friend.  On  ri^>eatsd  occasions,  in  conversa- 
tion and  letters,  I  have  expressed  the  temporary  na- 
ture of  my  residence  here,  and  my  most  intimate  friends 
have  distinctly  so  understood  it.  Mv  library,  consist- 
ing of  between  seven  and  eight  hundred  volumes,  and 
constituting  nearly  all  my  visible  property,  I  left  chiefly 
(taking  with  me  only  a  small  part  for  temporary  use) 
in  the  house  of  my  father,  where  I  had  resided,  and 
where  they  still  remain  for  my^use  on  my  return. 
There,  also,  I  have  spent  a  portion  of  nearly  every  Au- 
tumn previous  to  that  in  which  I  was  elected. 

Of  these  facts  I  most  freely  chal^go  contradiction. 
They  cannot  be  contradicted  with  truth.  They  are 
already  corroborated  by  testimony  now  before  the  com- 
mittee. Unless,  therefore,  some  testimony  should  be 
obtained,  which  I  am  sure  cannot  be  obtained  from 
honest  persons,  the  conclusion  is  irresistible  that  my 
intention  was  to  make  a  merely  temporary  residence. 
And  I  venture  to  say  that,  if  inhabitancy  is  not  re* 
tained  by  an  absentee,  for  a  term  of  years,  under  such 
circumstances  as  theae,  it  would  be  impossible  for  hjm 
to  retain  it  under  any  circumstances  whatever. 

That  the  inhabitant^  of  Norfolk  district  considered 
me  as  also  an  inhabitant,  is  proved  by  several  facts. 
A  few  days  before  a  meeting  of  ciuzens  to  nominate  a 
candidate,  I  was  written  to,  and  asked  if  I  were  will- 
ing to  be  supported  as  a  candidate.  The  reply  was 
affirmative.  The  meeting  was  probably  the  largest 
ever  held  in  the  district  on  a  similar  occasion,  every 
town  having  been  represented,  and  the  nomination 
was  supported  by  nearly  three-fourths  of  it.  And,  at 
the  election,  though  there  were  several  candidates,  the 
successful  one  had  a  decided  majority  over  all  the  oth- 
em,  in  coincidence  with  the  principle  governing  elecr 
tions  in  the  Eastern  States.  These  facts  occurred* 
too,  in  a  State  in  which  th^re  has  never  been  known 
a  single  instance  of  the  election  to  Congress  of  a  per- 
aon  who  was  not  an  inhabitant  of  the  very  district  in 
which  he  was  chosen.  They  clearly  show  the  opinion 
oi  that  portion  of  the  Union,  who  probably  best  knew 
the  nature  of  my  connexion  with  it,  and  who  cer- 
tainly were  most  interested  to  prevent  an  improper 
choice.  They  undoubtedly  supposed  that  a  person 
who  Was  a  native  of  that  district,  whose  immediate 
connexions  nearly  all  resided  in  it,  and  who  had  rep- 
resented a  portion  of  it  in  the  State  Legislature  for 
several  years,  could  not  be  held  to  have  expatriated 
himself,  without  some  clear  and  unequivocal  proof,  of 
which  none  whatever  existed.  They  had  aeen  me  go 
to,  a  neighboring  State,  Rhode  Island,  and  spend  four 
years  at  college  in  my  education,  and  then  return  to 
my  native  district.  They  had  seen  me,  at  the  end  of 
a  year  revisit  the  same  college,  and  spend  six  years 
there  as  one  of  the  instructors,  and  then  return  again 
to  my  native  district.  And  though  they  had,  at  the 
time  of  the  election,  seen  me  employed  nearly  as  long 
by  the  Government  at  Washington  as  I  had  been,  in 
the  second  instance,  in  Rhode  Island,  they  did  not 
doubt  that  my  attachment  to  my  native  district  con- 
tinued, and  that  my  avowed  intention  to  return  was 
sincere  ;  nor  could  they,  for  a  moment,  douht  that  the 
House  of  Representatires  of  the  United  States  would 


1607 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


leos 


H.  or  R. 


MasMchtuetts  Contesttd  BUcti&n. 


Fbbboakt,  16K. 


giT0  the  same  liberal  conttnietion  of  the  doctrine  of 
eligibiKty,  which  all  preeeding  Houaes,  and  all  oar 
State  Legislatures,  except  when  ttnder  violent  excite- 
mente,  had  uniformly  given. 

The  principle  of  my  eligibility  is  rapported  by  nu* 
merous  precedents.  Precedents,  on  this  point,  though 
not  abstractly  and  alwolately  condusive,  are  yet  of 
great  weight.  They  are  important  as  guides  of  action 
to  individuals.  Suppose  a  person  elected  to  a  seat  in 
Congress,  under  circumstances  creating  some  doubt  of 
his  eligibility ;  and  suppose  he  holds,  at  the  time,  an 
office  incompatible  with  such  seat,  which  he  must  re- 
sign if  he  accept  the  latter.  He  looks  to  precedents 
in  similar  cases,  and  finds  that  they  all  sanction  the 
belief  of  his  eligibility,  and  he  accordingly  resigns  his 
previous  office,  and  with  it  his  immediate  means  of 
living,  on  the  faith  oi  these  precedents.  It  would  be 
plainly  improper  to  set  aside  all  these  precedents,  and 
eject  the  member  from  his  seat,  without  the  clearest 
and  strongest  reigns. 

It  is  admitted  ttat  no  precedents  are  found  of  cases 
exactly  similar  to  the  present.  In  truth,  no  two  eases 
can  ever  be  found  exactly  similar.  The  object^  then, 
is  to  find  the  cases  most  resembling  the  one  in  ques- 
tion. These  cases,  in  every  instance  that  has  met  my 
view,  without  an  exception,  are  in  my  favor.  Not  a 
single  case,  resembling  the  present,  has  been  decided 
unfavorably. 

The  Constttutlen  of  the  United  States  declares  that 
a  person  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives must  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  in  which  he 
is  chosen ;  leaving  each  State',  it  is  presumed,  to  de- 
termine what  shall  be  its  own  terms  of  inhabitancy. 
What  are  the  terms  of  inhabitancy  in  Massachu- 
setts 1 

The  constitution  of  Massachusetts,  having  been 
formed  before  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Statesi 
and  even  before  the  completion  of  the  Old  Confedera- 
tion, does  not  provide  for  eases  of  employment  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  ;  nor  do  its  laws,  it  is  be- 
lieved, make  any  such  provision.  In  practice,  how- 
ever, many  caaes  have  occurred;  and  they  all, without 
one  exception^  speak  the  same  language,  that  of  lib- 
eral oonstruction. 

The  present  Governor  of  Massachusetts  resided  sev- 
eral years  in  Europe  as  a  Minister  of  the  United  States; 
and  in  about  four  years  after  his  return  was  eletted 
the  Governor,  though  the  Constitution  reqaires  in- 
habitancy for  aeven  years  next  preceding  the  election. 
Mr.  J.  Q.  Adama  resided  seven  years  in  Eurdpe,  in  a 
similar  capacity ;  and  in  a  few  months  after  his  return 
was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  though 
the  constitution  reqaires  inhabitancy  for  five  years 
next  preceding. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  case  of  a  Minister  of  the 
United  States  is  not  applicable  to  the  present  question, 
as  he  is  said  to  "  carry  his  country  with  him."  It  is 
scarcely  to  be  believed  that,  at  the  present  day,  such 
a  technicality,  a  mere  legal  fiction,  will  be  seriously 
urged  to  defeat  the  dearly  expressed  will  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  utmost  that  can  be  said  in  favor  of  the  Min- 
ister is,  that  he  is  exempt  from  the  ordinary  operation 
of  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  he  resides.  But 
it  might  be  doubted  whether  the  exemption  is  much 
greater  than  has  been  enjoyed  in  the  case  In  question. 
But,  suppose  the  exemption  greater ;  how  is  it  possi- 
ble that  a  little  more  or  less  of  such  exemption  shall 
have  so  important  a  bearing  on  a  person  s  political 
rights,  that  one  shall  retain  his  inhabitancy  five  thou- 
sand miles  distant  from  his  residence,  wlule  another 


loses  his  inhabitancy  at  a  distance  of  ^^9  hndRdt 
The  distinction  is  indefensible. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  tenure  of  office  is  diflmnt 
In  what  consists  the  difiference  ?  One  u  appoUttd 
by  the  President  and  Senate,  the  other  by  the  belief 
a  department  Both  are  removable  at  pleanire;  bg6 
have  the  privilege  of  resignation  ;  both  are  subject  ta 
the  abolition  of  office ;  and  both  continue  for  life,  vbea 
neither  dismission,  resignation,  nor  abolition  of  o6a 
takes  place.  There  is,  therefore,  no  difknna  io  ^ 
tenure  of  office,  that  can  create  a  difTereoce  of  politkil 
rights. 

It  has  been  said  that  one  haa  an  appoiDtmnt  s( 
honor f  while  the  other  has  not.  Under  s  repub^m 
Government,  this  distinction  seems  not  at  homt-  k 
cannot  be  correct  The  grade  of  the  office  cuost 
vary  the  right*  of  the  man. 

It  may  be  said  that  we  are  bound  to  pretiuDeiBi 
Minister  an  intention  of  returning  when  he  gi^ts  z 
the  duties  of  his  station ;  as  hia  residence  aftrrwt.'^ 
in  a  foreign  country  would  be  attended  with  Uwe 
]ioUticaI  privileges  than  he  would  enjoy  in  bii  on 
country,  as  well  as  by  a  deprivation  of  the  sodetr  i 
his  relations  and  friends.  The  same  intention  wc  ue 
equally  bound  to  presume,  in  the  case  oi  giving  ^ 
employment  at  Washington ,  as  a  further  rcfidtstt 
in  it  would  be  attended  by  a  similar  loss  of  former  »■ 
dety,  and  by  a  still  greater  diminution  of  politicL 
privileges,  a  mere  shadow  of  privilege  being  til  t^ 
remains. 

Under  every  aspect  of  the  subject,  therefore,  do  m- 
son  presents  itself  for  viewing  the  case  of  a  Uiaisit: 
as  difierent  from  the  case  in  question. 
'  But  other  cases  than  those  of  Ministtois  are  fi>Ki 
Mr.  Gore,  afler  having  resided  many  yean  in  Eir 
land,  as  a  commissioner  under  our  treaty  with  Gfo: 
Britain  of  1794,  returned  in  1804,  and  was  dfc^^ 
Governor  of  Massachusetts  in  1809,  notwithstu^' 
the  requisition  of  inhabitancy  for  seven  j9$n  ocit  p 
ceding.  He  was  not  a  Minister,  and  therefore  a*- 
ried  no  country  with  him.  Suppose  his  elecUoa  bi 
been  contested  on  the  fact  of  his  absence ;  whatv«s^ 
have  been  the  reply  !  It  would  have  been  sai^l,  tsi 
said  justly,  that  absence,  without  any  eridenee  od^ 
intention  of  making  it  permaneat,  could  not  destr? 
nreviotts  inhabitancy.  But  no  contest  was  atteffipt«<i 
Mr.  Hichbom  returned  firom  Europe,  after  ao  tlneBoi 
of  several  years  on  pritnU  business,  and  wu  ele<''<^ 
to  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts  in  1803,  loof  befet 
the  expiration  of  the  Ay9  years.  And,  in  ISIS,  }t 
Crowninshield  was  strongly  supported  as  a  caa£^ 
for  the  office  of  Governor,  without  a  questiooofb 
eligibility  being  made,  though  he  was  at  tbtt  tiB<* 
and  had  been  for  several  years,  residing  at  Washio^ 
and  discharging  his  duties  as  Secretary  of  the  >i*7^ 
The  person  whose  seat  is  now  contested,  reiora^- 
to  his  native  town  in  October,  3814,  after  reaM 
several  years  as  an  instructor  in  the  college  at  Ptt^ij 
deuce,  Rhode  Island.  In  May,  1815,  he  waselectt^ 
to  represent  that  town  in  the  State  Legislature,  Uiog|s 
inhabitancy  in  the  town  for  one  year  next  preceicf 
the  election  is  required.  Some  of  his  poCticsl  <*pr^ 
neuts  took  the  advice  of  an  eminent  Iswyer.  on  ^ 
question  of  contesting  the  election.  The  sd«i«  v» 
against  it,  and  nothing  was  done.  This  is  s  *<^ 
case  than  the  present,  as  the  employment  wupnn^< 
and  not  by  the  Government.  But  as  it  wsi  in  »*^" 
erary  institution,  unaccompanied  by  dril  duues  * 
rights,  it  was  deemed  that  inhabitancy  in  his  fi^a** 
town  was  not  destroyed  by  it 
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These  infUncet  prove  that  if  the  pretent  case  nf ere 
to  be  decided  by  the  rulet  end  practice  of  MaiaachQ- 
eette,  no  doubt  of  eligibility  would  eziat.  Not  a  tingle 
precedent  to  the  contrary  is  found. 

If  it  be  said  that  it  must  be  decided  by  the  rules  and 
practice  of  the  United  States,  and  not  of  the  particu- 
lar Stale  in  which  the  person  is  chosen,  the  precedents 
Are  equally  strong.    Not  one  ii  found  unfavorable. 

We  find  a  member  of  the  present  Congress  holding 
his  seat  uncontested,  though  he  was  elected  while  re- 
siding in  Spain  as  Minister  of  the  United  States, 
though  he  bad  been  a  resident  of  that  country  ibr 
several  years  previous,  and  though  his  family  were 
residents  of  tbe  District  of  Columbia  for  the  first  two 
years  of  that  period,  and  of  Spain  for  the  remainder. 
We  find  Philip  Barton  Key  holding  his  seat  many 
jears  ago,  under  circumstances  which  prove  that  a 
liberal  construction  of  the  doctrine  of  inhabitancy  is 
the  practice  of  Congress. 

We  find  that,  recently*  Captain  Hull,  of  the  Navy, 
who  was  at  the  time,  and  haa  been  for  eight  years,  a 
resident  of  Charlestown,  in  Massachufietts,  was  styled, 
in  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  the  United  States,  as 
of  Connecticut,  which  was  his  native  State ;  and  that 
a  plea  in  abatement,  which  was  at  first  filed-,  was  af- 
terwards abandoned  as  untenable. 

We  find  the  Heads  of  Departments,  though  resi- 
dents of  the  Diitrict  of  Columbia,  universally  consid- 
ered as  inhabitants  of  the  States,  respectively,  of  which 
they  were  inhabitants  before  appointment.  We  find 
>Ir.  Crawibrd  nominated  by  the  President  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  commissioned  as  of  Georgia,  though  he  had 
for  nearly  two  years  before  been  a  resident  of  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Ws  find  Mr.  Rush  nominated 
and  commissioned  as  of  Pennsylvania,  though  he  had 
been  for  several  years  a  resident  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, as  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury.  And,  what 
is  more  emphaticaUy  to  the  poipt,  we  find  Mr.  Pleas- 
anton,  to  whose  situation  in  the  Department  of  State 
I  succeeded,  nominated  and  commissioned  as  of  Del- 
aware, though  he  had  been  for  sixteen  years  a  resident 
of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

We  find  ou^  greatest  and  most  experienced  states- 
men, men  who  stand,  in  the  front  rank  of  past  and 
present  official  stations^  as  well  ss  of  intelligence  and 
integrity,  expressing  freely,  and  diitinctly  and  unit* 
edly,  the  opinion  that  simple  employment  at  Wash- 
ington does  not  at  all  destroy  previous  inhabitancy 
elMwhsre. 

We  find  in  the  constitution  of  Kentucky  the  follow- 
ing principle :  **  Absence  on  the  business  of  this  Sfste, 
or  the  United  States,  shall  not  forfeit  a  residence  once 
obtained."     The  same  principle  is  recognised,  to  a 
greater  or  leas  extent,  by  the  constitutions  ef  New 
York,  Pennsy tvaniSf  Delaware,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Tennessee,  Georgia,  Lomsiana,  Missiuippi,  and  Ala- 
bama.    The  general  election  law  of  Virginia  has  the 
following  enactment :  **  No  person  inhabiting  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  or  elsewhere,  not  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  commonwealth,  shall  be  entitled  to 
exercise  the  right  of  sufirage  therein,  except  citizens 
thereof,  employed  abroad  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  this  commonwealth,  and  whose  foreign 
residence  is  occasioned  by  such  service."    This  law 
is  more  speciaUy  deserving  of  notice,  as  it  respects  not 
eligibility,  but  the  right  of  sufirage,  which  is  univer- 
sally, and  very  properly,  construed  more  rigidly  than 

the  former. 

We  find  in  the  Constitotbn  of  the  United  States 
itselft  the  doctrine  plainly  implied,  that  inhabitancy 


and  actual  residence  are  entirely  distinct.  That  Con- 
stitution requires  that  a  Senator  or  Representative  in 
Congress  shall  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  be  shall 
represent.  But,  in  the  case  of  President,  it  requires 
that  he  shall  have  been  fourteen  years  a  resident  with- 
in the  United  States.  Uniformity  would  have  de- 
manded either  that  residence  should  be  the  requisite 
for  a  Senator  or  Representative,  or  that  fourteen  years 
of  inhabitancy  should  be  the  requisite  for  a  President. 
But,  as  the  high  importance  of  the  trust  reposed  in  a 
President  of  the  United  States,  makes  long  familiarity 
with  the  nature  and  operations  of  our  institutions  in- 
dispensable, and  as  a  person  might  be  for  fourteen 
years  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States,  in  the  legal 
sense,  without  being  an  actual  resident  fi>r  half  that 
period,  it  waa  judged  proper  that  actual  re'sidence 
should  be  the  test.  And  as,  on  the  other  hand,  some 
of  the  most  intelligent  inhabitants  of  a  State  may  be 
temporarily  absent  in  the  service  of  their  country  at 
the  time  when  a  Senator  or  Representative  is  to  be 
elected,  it  was  judged  proper  that  inhabitancy  only, 
and  not  actual  residence,  should  be  the  test. 

This  view  is  supported  by  the  journals  of  the  Con- 
vention of  1787.  We  there  find  that,  in  the  early 
draughts  of  the  Constitution,  the  qualification  for  a 
Representative  or  Senator  was  ruidenet,  but  afterwards 
changed  to  inhabitancy ,  while  that  for  a  President  was 
at  first  inhabitancy,  but  afterwards  changed  to  resi- 
dence. The  fact  is  remarkable,  and  shows  that  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  made  a  clear  distinction 
between  inhabitancy  and  mere  residence. 

These  facts,  showing  the  practice  of  Congress,  of  the 
Executive,  and  of  the  courts,  the  opinion  of  our  great- 
est and  wisest  men,  and  especially  the  general  will  of 
the  nation,  as  expressed  in  their  constitutions  and 
laws,  comprise  a  body  of  public  sentiment,  which  is 
irresistible,  while  not  a  single  important  fact  is  found 
fiivoring  the  opposite  doctrine.  If  these  facts  be  added 
to  the  positions  already  established,  that  the  great 
question  is  that  of  iniention^  and  that  my  intention 
was  obviously  that  of  a  temporary  residence,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  Committee  and  the  House  will  be 
nnaniffloua  in  the  opinion  that  my  eligibility  is  estab- 
lished. 

If,  however,  any  doubt  remains,  it  must  be  removed 
by  one  rule  of  decision,  which  in  a  free  Government 
should  never  be  disregarded.  The  diitinctly  expressed 
will  of  the  people  Ought  never  to  be  set  aside  on  a 
merely  doubtful  principle.  The  principle  should  be 
clear  indeed,  which  is  tindlcated  at  the  expense  of 
this  will.  As  I  am  sure  that  the  principle  is  not  thus 
clear  agaimt  me,  1  cannot,  for  a  moment,  doubt  that 
the  decision  of  the  Committee  and  the  House  will 
give  the  will  of  the  people  iu  due  efiect. 

These  remarks  are  grounded  on  the  point  suggested 
when  I  had  the  honor  of  meeting  the  committee  be- 
fore, that  the  great  question  to  be  decided  is  the  tn/en- 
iion.  If  any  other  point  be  deemed  important,  I 
respectfully  request  that  I  may  be  informed. 

^  JOHN  BAILEY. 

JAJiUAaT  S8, 1824. 


Postscript. 
Gbxtlxxxit:  The  preceding  remarks  were  grounded 
on  the  understanding  that  the  real  question  before  the 
committee  was  the  question,  quo  ammo?  Yesterday, 
however,  I  was  informed,  for  the  first  time,  that  there 
was  a  change  of  opinion  in  the  committee,  and  that 
they  now  considered  that  question  as  not  applicable 
to  my  case.    Though  I  am  still  persuaded  that  that  is 
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the  real  tnd  only  queetioti,  and  am  fortified  in  thit 
penuasion  by  the  highest  aathorittea,  all  concarring 
to  estal>li8h  the  point,  yet  eome  obeervattons  will  be 
made  in  reply  to  iereral  other  pointa. 

1.  It  18  said  that  though  I  am  unquestionably  a 
citizen  of  Massachusetts,  yet  I  am  not  an  inhabitant^ 
there  being  a  distinction  between  the  meanings  of 
those  two  terms. 

Perhaps  it  would  be  diffieult  to  draw  very  clearly 
this  distinction,  since  the  terms  appear  to  be  used 
quite  synonymously  in  the  articles  of  the  Confedera- 
tion, in  many  of  our  State  constitutions,  and  in  nu- 
merous works  of'  high  authority.  But  suppose  the 
distinction  exists.  I  have  attempted  no  argument 
whatever,  on  any  supposed  identity  of  their  meaning. 
I  haTe  adduced  precedents,  and  added  some  observa- 
tions to  show  that  I  am  an  inhabitant  of  Massachu- 
setts, according  to  the  Constitutional  sense  of  the 
term.  If  the  precedents  and  observations  have  any 
force,  they  tend  to  prove  my  inhabitancy,  without 
any  attempt  to  blend  this  question  with  that  of  citi- 
zenship. 

2.  It  is  said  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  required  inhabitancy  of  the  State,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  influence  of  the  State  governments  from 
being  merged  in  that  of  the  €leneral  Government. 

We  will  not  stop  to  enforce  the  remark  that  this 
reason  applies  as  strongly  to  all  our  foreign  Mtnuters 
as  to  the  case  in  question.  The  conclusive  reply  to  the 
proposition  is,  that  nearly  all  the  States,  whose  consti- 
tutions have  been  framed  since  that  of  the  United 
States,  have  expressly  provided  that  absence  from  those 
States  in  the  service  of  the  General  Government  shall 
not  be  a  disqualification  for  certain  given  offices.  And 
Virginia^  whose  zeal  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  the 
States  is  second  to  none,  has  established  the  liberal 
principle  that  its  citizens  shall  enjoy  even  the  more 
rigidly  construed  right  of  suffrage^  though  residing  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  provided  such  residence  is 
occasioned  by  their  employment  in  the  service  of  the 
United  SUtes. 

It  would  be  a  singular  spectacle  to  see  the  General 
Oavemment  become  the  champion  of  the  rights  of  the 
States,  in  opposition  to  the  explicit  regulations,  of  the 
States  themselves. 

3.  It  is  said  that  a  person,  who  is  for  years  absent 
from  his  home,  loses  his  inhabitancy,  unless  he  leaves 
there  something  whichjequires  his  attention  or  super- 
vision. 

It  may  properiy  be  asked,  in  the  first  place,  if  this 
be  not  a  perfectly  arbitrary  principle,  unsupported  by 
any  authority  whatever.  , 

It  may  be  said,  in  the  next  place,  that  the  position 
is  erroneous.  No  such  foct  is  essential.  It  is  merely 
one  of  the  many  evidences  tending  to  prove  an  inten- 
tion to  return.  The  intention  may  often,  however,  be 
sufficiently  proved  by  other  circumstances,  where  this 
does  not  exist. 

In  the  next  place,  it  may  be  replied,  that  the  fact 
does  exist  in  the  case  in  question.  Nearly  ail  my 
library  was  left ;  which  fact  is  perfectly  unaccounta- 
ble, except  on  the  ground  that  1  intended  to  return. 
Though  this  may  seem  trifling  property  to  those 
whose  fortunes  are  splendid,  yet,  as  it  happened  to 
be  the  owner's  all,  its  humble  nature  is  as  significant 
in  its  application  to  the  present  question,  as  would  be 
the  treasures  of  the  affluent. 

4.  It  is  said  that  merely  an  expression  of  an  inten- 
tion to  return  to  one's  former  residence  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  inhabitancy. 


This  has  never  been  contended.  The  piinetple  » 
serted  is,  that  when  such  intention  has  been  ex{irette!, 
and  when  the  whole  train  of  ctrcumstantti  vaHe  to 
corroborate  that  expression,  partieulariy  the  men  d» 
connexion  with  the  civil  eoneems  of  the  teaporuj 
place  of  residence,  then,  previoiu  inhabitancy  it  sot 
lost 

6.  It  is  said  that  inhcbitaacj,  in  the  meaaix){  i, 
the  Constitution,  is  the  mere  fact  of  living  at  a  plicf; 
as  a  head  of  a  department  lirca  at  WasbiogtBn;  u 
a  Minister  of  the  United  States  lives  at  a  fcretgi 
Court;  or,  as  a  member  of  Congress  lives  atWi6 
ingtoo  during  the  session. 

That  such  a  doctrine  as  thia  should  beMiiood; 
entertained,  is  indeed  remarkable.  Its  hostifit j  to  il 
known  authorities  and  precedenta,  to  the  express  pith 
visions  of  our  State  constitutions,  and  to  the  detr 
opinions  of  our  soundest  statesmen  and  juriiti,  if  id» 
glaring  for  comment. 

We  must  then  revert  to  the  original  questioD,  uk 
the  real  question  in  the  case — Did  I  take  up  mj  lea- 
dence  here,  with  the  intention  of  making  it  my  per* 
manent  residence,  or  not  ?  To  attempt  to  ersde  tb 
question,  snd  substitute  some  other,  the  fiction  of  ocr 
own  minds,  is  doing  injustice  to  the  righia  af  (b 
community. 

If  we  go  to  foreign  authorities,  (though  it  is<loQbte2 
whether  the  qoedtion  be  not  too  purely  Americas,) 
we  find  the  following :  * 

'*  The  domicil  is  ^e  habitation  fixed  in  aoj  pUee, 
with  an  intention  of  always  staying  there.  A  mia 
does  not  then  establbh  his  domicil  in  any  place,  oa- 
less  he  makes  sufficiently  known  his  intention  fA  fil- 
ing there,  either  tacitly,  or  by  an  express  dedantioo.' 
Vattel,  b.  1,  ch.  13,  sec.  218. 

If  we  take  the  highest  American  judicial  antboiitf, 
we  have  this : 

'*  Domicil  is  a  residence  in  a  country,  with  tbc  at- 
tention, either  tacitly  or  expressly  dedaied,  of  makiaf 
it  a  permanent  place  of  abode." 

**  if  a  party  has  made  no  express  dedantion  ts  b 
his  intention  of  permanently  residing  in  a  cuaDtrt, 
his  acts  must  be  atteuded  to,  as  aflording  the  mvi 
satisfactory  evidence  of  his  inteatioa." — S  Cruii 
«78,  279. 

Authorities  might  be  multiplied  to  prove  that  thit 
intention  has  alwaya  been  held  to  be  the  tnietefto^ 
inhabitancy.  All  our  tribunals,  whether  legisIttiTe  ar 
judicial,  prove  it  To  create  a  new  principle  Ibr  t&e 
pr^aent  case,  would  be  manifestly  unjust 

JOHN  BAIL£T. 

FxantTiaT  17,  1824. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  resolution  yesterday  ofiered  by  Mr.  Owa» 
proposing  certain  inquiries  by  the  Uommitteeof 
Ways  and  Means,  respecting  the  operation  of  t!^^ 
proposed  tariff,  d^c,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Brbnt,  of  Louisiana,  rose  in  support  of 
the  resoiuiioD — tjie  object  of  wiiich,  he  said,  wa.^ 
not  to  procrastinate  the  debate,  but  to  procure  is- 
formation  which  ought  to  be  possessed  before  a 
vote  could  properly  1^  given  on  the  bill.  He  is- 
sisted  that  the  subject  came  appropriately  wiihii 
the  cognizance  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  u^ 
Means,  and  a  report  was  the  more  wanting  b^ 
cause  some,  even  of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  iisd 
declared  that  if  it  led  to  internal  taxation,  tber 
would  oppose  iu  passage.    It  htd  bem  urged  tiidi 
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the  nation  were  already  in  full  possession  of  the 
satiject,  and  that  Congress  possessed  already,  from 
the  diseassions  of  last  year,  all  necessary  light  on 
the  subject ;  but  this  did  not  appear  to  be  the  case 
since  some  had  professed  to  have  received,  already, 
from  the  discussion  thus  far,  had  on  the  details  of 
this  bill,  more  information  than  they  got  from  all 
the  long  discussions  of  last  session  on  the  general 
measure.  Mr.  B.  concluded  with  repeating  the 
profession  of  his  friendly  disposition  towards  man- 
nfact urea  and  their  protection,  provided  other  in- 
terests of  society  were  not  to  be  sacrificed. 

Mr.  Mallary,  of  Vermont^  objected  to  the  in- 
qairy  proposed  in  the  resolution,  as  it  could  not, 
in   his  opinion,  aid  the  main  object  before  the 
House.    It  was  impossible  for  the  committee  to 
make  any  useful  or  certain  report  till  the  bill  had 
gone  through  its  last  modification ;  and  he  was 
confident  the  effect  of  the  resolution  would  only 
be  to  procrastinate  a  decision,  without  rendering  it 
any  more  correct.    If  once  the  inquiry  was  given 
to  this  committee,  we  should  soon  hear  gentle- 
men say,  they  ^  could  not  proceed  till  they  had 
the  report — why  urge  the  discussion — a  commit- 
tee  has  the  subject  under  consideration,  let  us 
-wait  to  hear  what  is  their  conclusion ;  and  when 
obtained,  it  would  be  a  mere  opinion,  and  would 
bind  nobody.    Besides,  if  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  must  feport  the  operation  of  the  bill 
on  revenue,  other  gentlemen  might  urge  that  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture  should  afterwards  tell 
the  House  how  it  would  affect  that  interest,  and 
when  they  had  reported,  some  other  gentlemen 
-would  be  very  anxious  tor  a  similar  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  thus  we  were 
to  proceed  till  the  session  was  wasted  away,  and 
then  put  off  the  bill  because  it  was  too  late  to  act 
upon  it 

Mr.  CuLPBPER,  of  North  Carolina,  observed, 
that  the  objections  urged  by  the  member  last  up, 
rather  went  to  confirm  him  in  his  support  of  the 
measure.  If  so  much  informatioa  was  needed, 
ought  not  the  House  to  pause  before  they  went 
into  the  measure? 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  could  perceive 
no  good  consequence  likely  to  arise  from  the  res- 
olution. It  would  be4mpossible  for  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  or  any  other  committee, 
or  any  human  being,  to  say  precisely  what  would 
be  the  practical  operation  of  all  the  parts  of  so  ex- 
tensive a  bill — what  articles  would  cease'  to  be 
imported,  or  whether  the  proceeds  of  duties  would 
be  diminished  or  increased  on  each  item.  It  must 
be  mere  conjecture  after  all,  and  would  be  gov- 
erned by  gentlemen's  feelings  with  respect  to  the 
bill.  The  gentlemen  were  in  the  House  and  could 
hear  their  conjectures  and  opinions,  as  well  on 
this  floor  as  in  a  report :  but  as  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  the  House  had  already  the 
opinion  of  its  chairman — (who  probably  express- 
ed the  opinion  of  the  committee)  that  protecting 
duties  to  manufactures  would  increase  instead  of 
diminishing  the  revenue.  Mr.  S.  concluded  by 
moving  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table  \  but 
afterwards  consented  to  withdraw  this  inotion. 
Mr.  WicKLiFFB,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  had,  on 


a  former  occasion,*  professed  himself  friendly  to 
manufactures.  He  still  felt  so — but  his  situation 
in  life  had  not  afforded  him  the  same  opportunity 
as  some  of  the  gentlemen  possessed,  of  becoming 
acquaitited  with  the  operation  of  such  a  bill  as 
that  now  proposed,  on  the  revenue.  He  wished 
for  information.  It  was  true  the  table  had^been 
crowded  with  memorials  for  and  against  the  meas- 
ure ;  but  it  would  be  a  task  to  read  one  half  of 
them — yet  he  could  not  vote  blindfold.  He 
thought  that  there  would  be  time  to  digest  the  re- 
port before  near  all  the  speeches  now  in  embryo 
on  the  subject,  had  reached  their  birth.  It  had 
been  said,  and  he  wanted  to  know  if  ic  was  true, 
that  the  bill  would  strike  off,  at  a  blow,  a  great 
sum  from  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  thought  nothing 
would  be  gained  by  the  resolution.  He  must  cor- 
rect an  error  into  which  gentlemen  had  fallen. 
They  seemed  to  represent  it  as  a  thing  conceded 
by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  that  it  was  to  diminish 
the  revenue.  He  protested  against  any  such  idea. 
The  friends  of  the  bill  made  no  such  concession. 
On  the  contrary,  if  he  could  not  demonstrate  that 
it  would  increase  the  revenue  from  three  to  five 
millions  of  dollars,  in  three  years,  and  beat  down 
completely  all  arguments  to  the  contrary,  he  should 
think  he  had  taken  leave  of  his  senses.  On  that 
subject,  weak  as  were  his  powers,  he  wa&  willing 
to  meet  a  Hercules,  (and  he  knew  that  this  House 
contained  such.)  If  gentlemen  hardened  their 
ears,  and  would  not  be  convinced,  there  was,  to  be 
sure,  no  convincing  them.  The  measure  had  been 
before  the  House  smce  1789,  and  no  reference  had 
ever  before  been  proposed  to  committees,  to  learn 
its  operation.  He  had  the  deepest  respect  for  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
but  if  that  gentleman  should  declare,  that  the  tariff 
bill  would  impair  the  revenue,  he  would  not  be- 
lieve him.  He  would  bow  to  no  man's  calcula- 
tions. Even  those  of  Mr.  Madison,  when  laid 
before  this  House  on  a  former  occasioni  were  not 
received  as  being  wholly  correct,  or  as  final  au- 
thority. But  if  gentlemen  wanted  the  opinion  of 
an  individual  on  the  subject,  the  propef  officer  to 
apply  to  was  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
was  at  the  head  of  the  finances  of  the  eountry,  and 
ought  to  be  comi)etent,  if  any  man  should  be,  to 
give  the  information  now  sought  for. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  rose,  and 
said  that,  although  disposed  to  accord  with  any 
gentleman  in  seeking  to  obtain  important  and  ne- 
cessary information,  he  thought  that  the  present 
resolution  proposed  to  go  out  of  the  ordinary  and 
settled  course.  He  conceived  it  to  be  in  contra- 
vention of  the  principles  on  which  the  standing 
committees  of  this  House  were  organized.  They 
were  appointed  to  devise  means  for  effecting  any 
end  proposed  by  the  House— especially  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  whose  name  appro- 
priately described  the  ends  of  its  appointment.  If 
any  measure  determined  on  in  the  House  should 
be  found  to  affect  the  revenue,  it  was  then  the  duty 
of  that  committee  to  propose  the  remedy.  But 
while  a  measure  was  pending  here,  the  duties  of 
that  committee,  in  relation  to  it,  were  suspended 
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till  the  House  had  acted.  As  to  a  decrease  of 
revenue  bein^  produced  b/  this  bill,  if  it  should  be 
shown  that  the  bill  went  to  increase  the  actual 
inrealth  of  the  country^,  he  was  under  no  appre- 
hensions for  the  revenue.  The  bill,  in  that  case, 
could  at  most  only  change  the  mode  of  collecting 
it.  The  usual  reports  on  subjects  of  revenue  had 
hitherto  been  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  and,  should  the  House  agree  to  apply 
<o  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that  com- 
mittee would  have  at  last  to  go  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  the  facts. 

[Mr.  Owen  here  said  he  was  willing  to  modifj 
his  resolution  in  any  manner  so  as  to  attain  his 
object.] 

Mr.  Ingham  replied,  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
move  such  an  amendment,  nor  could  he  support 
the  resolution,  even  if  so  modified.  The  result 
could  be  nothing  more  than  vain  speculations. 
Who  could  tell  whether  the  amount  imported  or 
consumed  would  remain  the  same  as  now  ?  Be- 
sides, there  was  one  large  class  of  articles  on 
which  no  specific  calculations  could  be  made — he 
meant  those  on  which  ad  valorem  duties  were 
imposed.  Cotton  bagging,  for  instance,  belongs 
to  a  large  class  of  hempen  goods,  and  cannot  be 
separated  in  its  result  from  the  rest,  with  any  ac- 
curacy at  all.  The  bill,  as  now  shaped,  was  a 
compound  of  a  bill  for  revenue  and  a  bill  for  pro- 
tection. He  somewhat  doubted  the  policy  of  such 
an  amalgamation,  but  it  was  now  done,  and  he 
should  not  oppose  it.    All  the  changes  which  it 

{proposed,  from  ad  valorem  to  specific  duties,  be- 
onged  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  went  to  in- 
crease the  revenue.  The  measure,  nearly  in  its 
present  form,  had  been  before  the  nation  since 
1820,  and  ii  gentlemen  wanted  information  they 
ought  to  have  asked  for  it  at  an  earlier  stage  of 
the  discussion. 

Mr.  Qarnett  said  that,  though  the  information 
was  important,  the  mode  of  obtaining  it  was  not 
so;  and  since  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had 
so  kindly  profiered  demonstration  upon  the  sub- 
ject, he  proposed  that  the  House  should  apply  to 
that  gentleman  in  preference  either  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  or  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  preferred  cer- 
tainty to  speculation ;  and,  as  the  gentleman  had 
it  in  his  power  to  give  the  House  demonstration, 
he  should  think  very  hardly  of  him  if  he  refused 
it.  The  gentleman  has  told  us  that  an  increase 
of  duty  produces  an  increase  of  tax — a  principle 
for  which  the  House  were  certainly  inaebted  to 
him.  But,  as  to  the  effect  of  duty  upon  revenue, 
we  had  an  example  before  us  in  the  case  of  Eng- 
land, from  which  it  appeared  that  an  increase  of 
duties  did  not  always  produce  an  increase  of  rev- 
enue. In  the  case  of  teas,  and  he  believed  several 
other  articles,  when  the  duty  was  raised  the  rev- 
enue was  diminished,  and  when  the  duty  was  af- 
terwards diminished  the  revenue  increased.  The 
experiment  had  b^en  several  times  repeated,  and 
with  the  same  result. 

He  presumed  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
would  not  say  that  duties  absolutely  prohibitory 
would  increase  the  revenue;  but,  as  he  was  pos- 


sessed of  full  information  oo  the  whole  subject, 
and  prepared  to  demonstrate,  the  House  cerumly 
needed  nothing  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  ud 
Means. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  that  the  onlf  reason  why  lie 
bad  not  gone  into  the  demonstration  was,  beeaax 
the  general  effect  of  the  bill  had  not  yetcomtii^ 
for  discussion.  He  could  not  well  introduce  k  a 
a  motion  about  Jl{/sand  oranges.  But  ii  thegentifr 
man  from  Virginia  would  go  with  him  laio  i 
committee-room,  (it  would  take  up  too  much  d 
the  time  of  the  House,)  if  he  did  not  eoQTiue 
him,  before  he  rose,  that  this  bill  would  increase 
the  revenue,  then  he  would  agree  to  Totevd 
that  gentleman;  unless,  indeed^  the  genilema 
hardened  his  ears. 

Mr.  Gabnett  replied,  that  he  should  bareui^ 
nothing  about  figs  and  oranges,  had  he  not  per- 
ceived that  wheat  was.  in  the  bill. 

Here  the  debate  was  arrested  by  the  SjNiaktf. 
who  announced  the  orders  of  the  day. 

miutary  appropriation  bill. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  intc  i 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Taylor  in  i^ 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  making  appropriatioos  for  \k 
military  service  of  the  United  States  for  tbe 
year  1824. 

The  following  blanks  in  the  bill  were  filled  up: 

For  contingencies  of  the  Army       -         520,C»X 
Armories         -        -        -        -  3&}M 

Ordnance  service     -        -        -  42.ft» 

Pensions  to  Revolutionary  pen- 
sioners -        .        -        .  1^1,716 1 

Mr.  Breck  here  made  some  remarks,  Dot  os 
the  amount  of  this  item,  but  on  the  want  of  W- 
tuality  in  the  payment  of  the  pensions.  Ihtt 
were,  professedly,  to  be  paid  in  March,  but  w& 
often  not  paid  till  June  i  by  which  distressing  it*- 
appointments  were  sometimes  suffered  by  is^ 
and  infirm  soldieris ;  Jnsomuch,  that  they  bsd  it 
some  cases  assigned  their  right  to  receive  th& 
pension,  at  a  discount  of  twenty  per  cenL,  to  pei- 
sons  who  took  an  ungenerous  advantage  of  tiio: 
necessities. 

Mr.  McLane  explained  this  delav  as  attnbata- 
ble  not  to  the  Department  qf  War,  but  to  the  lin 
period  at  which  the  annual  appropriation  bill  some- 
times passed  this  House. 
For  pensions  of  invalids,  commutation  pensionei^. 
and  widows  and  orphans     -  ^13,174  4i 
Arrearages  in  War  Department      26,000  ou 
Arming  the  new  fortifications  -    100,000  ft' 

Much  conversation  took  place  on  this  item  b^ 
tween'TVIessrs.  Cocke.  McLane,  and  Hamiltos. 
The  report  of  Cobnel  Bomford  was  read,  expla- 
nations were  given,  and  inquiries  proposed  j  whfc. 
finally,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  this  item  wai 
stricken  from  the  present  bill,  (with  a  view  to  us 
insertion  in  the  other  appropriation  bill,  at  iw 
close  of  the  session,  by  which  lime  farther  infor- 
mation would  be  obtamed.)  . 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  m 
with  the  amendments. 

The  questions  being  successively  put,  on  conccr- 
ing  in  the  several  amendments— 
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Mt.  Cocke  moved  farther  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  therefrom  the  following  paragraph  : 

««  For  the  purchase  of  Oridley's  farm,  ten  thooMind 
doUare  :  Provided  each  farm  ehali  not  be  purchased, 
unless  the  same  shall  be  procured  for  said  ten  thousand 
dollars." 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  amend  the  said  para- 
graph, by  inserting  therein,  after  the  vvord  farm, 
these  words,  ^  with  the  consent  of  the  State  of 
New  York," 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  latter  mo- 
tion, there  appeared — yeas  85,  nays  84,  as  follows : 

VxAs — Measis.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  AUz- 
ander  of  Tennessee.  All^n  of  Massachusetts,  Archer, 
Bailey,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Blair,  Brent, 
Brown,  Buck,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Vmtj,  Cocke,  Conner,  Crafts,  Culpeper,  l)ayy  Dwinell, 
Bd  wards  of  North  Carolina,  Ellii,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Con- 
necticut, Fopte  of  New  York,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garrison, 
Garnett,  Gazlay,  Gist,  Hall,  Hayden,  Hayward,  Her- 
rick,  Hogeboom,  Houston,  Jenkins,  J.  T,  Johnson, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  LefVwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liver* 
more,  Long,  McCoy,  McKim,  Mangum,  Mallary, 
Marvin,  Matlack,  Metcalfe,  Morgan,  Nelson,  O'Brien, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Richards,  Rose,  Saunders,  Sandford, 
Sharps,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Spaight,  A.  Stevenson, 
Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Tracy  ,Trimble,  Tuckerof  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Udree,  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Van  Wyck,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
l^'illiams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  South  Csrolina, 
and  Wood. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Abbot,  Allison,  Baylies,  Bartley, 
Beecher,  Breck,  Buchanan,  Cady,  Cassedy,  Condict, 
Cook,  Craig,  Cuahman,  Cuthbert,  Durfee,  Dwight, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Findlsy,  Forsyth,  Forward, 
Govan,  Onrley,  Haolilton,  Harris,  Henry,  Herkimer, 
Uolcombe,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Little, 
Livingston,  Locke,  McArthur,  McDuliie,  McKean, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  Markley,  Martindafe,  Mitchell 
of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama, Neale,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Pat- 
terson of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of 
Pennsylvania,  Poinsett^  Prince^  Reynolds,  Rich,  Rog- 
ers, Ross,  Sloane,  William  Smith,  Standefer,  Sterling, 
J.  tftephenson,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Test,  Tod, 
Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Vinton, 
Warfield,  Wayne,  Whipple,  WhitUesey,  White, 
Wickliffe,  Williams'  of  New  York,  James  Wilson, 
Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

The  Speaker  voted  with  the  nays,  and,  thereby 
producing  an  equal  division,  the  question  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
made  by  Mr.  CocKf],  to  strike  out  the  sai^  para- 
graph, and  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas 
57,  nays  123,  as  follows : 

YxAS — ^Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alexander 
of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Archer,  P. 
P.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Buck,  Burton,  Campbell 
of  South  Carolina,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cary,  Cocke, 
Conner,  Crafts,  Culpeper,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forsyth,  Gszlay, 
Grist,  Hall,  Herrick,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer, 
Lefiwich,  Llvermore,  Long,  McCoy,  Mangum,  Mat- 
lack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Prince,  Randolphr  Rich,  Ross, 
Sfndford,  Sibley,    Sloane,   Arthur  Smith,  William 


Smith,  Spaight,  Standefer,  A.  Stevenson,  Thompson 
of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyson,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of 
Ohio,  White,  WicUiffe,  WiUisms  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison, 
Bailey,  Baylies,  Bartlett,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair, 
Drcck,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cady,  Carter,  Cassedy, 
Clark,  Condict,  Cook,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Cush- 
msn,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsykania,  Findiay,  Foots  of 
New  York,  Forward,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Gatlin,  Govan, 
Gurtey,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hayward,  Henry, 
Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Houston, 
Ingham,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, J.  T.  Johnson,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lawrence, 
Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Little,  Livingston,  Locke,  Mc- 
Atthor,  McDuffie,  McKean,  McKim,  McLane  of  Del- 
aware, Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Mercer, 
Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  Owen, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer 
of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Poinsett, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rogers,  Saunders, 
Sharpe,  Spence,  Sterling,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard, 
Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thomp- 
son of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Udree,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne, 
Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  Williams  of  New 
York,  Williams  of  Virginis,  James  Wilson,  Henry 
Wil8on,Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^^An 
act  to  regulate  the  surveying  of  public  and  private 
lands  in  the  southern  part  oi  Alabama ;"  in  which 
bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  moved  that,  when  the 
House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  Monday  next. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  take  the  yeas  and  zuiys 
on  this  question,  but  did  not  succeed ;  and  the 
question  being  put  on  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer's 
motion,  was  carried — ayes  99.  And  then  the 
House  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  23. 

Mr.  Fuller  presented  a  memorial  of  Joseph 
Stroud,  of  the  city  of  Westminster,  in  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  in  England,  mariner,  and  Martha 
his  wife,  the  only  surviving  child  and  heiress  at 
law  of  Jonathan  Carver,  formerly  of  the  United 
States,  but  lately  of  the  city  of  London,  deceased, 
praying  that  a  petition,  which  has  been  heretofore 
presented  to  Congress,  on  behalf  of  some  pretended 
neirs  of  said  Carver,  may  be  disposed  of,  and  that 
the  right  of  the  said  Martha  may  be  recognised  to  a 
large  tract  of  land  on  the  river  Mississippi,  near  the 
Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  and  that  measures  may 
be  taken  by  the  Government  for  the  protection 
and  recovery  of  the  estate  and  effj^cts,  in  America, 
late  of  the  said  Jonathan  Carver,  deceased. 

Mr.  Test  presented  a  memorial  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  praving  that 
some  relief  may  be  devised  and  grantea  to  those 
who  purchased  public  lands,  and  which  became 
forfeited  to  the  Government,  toj^ether  with  the 
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payments  tbereoD,  pr^Tions  to  the  passaffe  of  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands  be- 
fore the  1st  of  July,  18^0. 

Mr.  Prince  presented  a  resolution  adopted  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
'^relative  to  taxing  lands  within  that  State." 

The  said  memorials  and  resolutions  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CuTHBERT  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  in  the  State 
of  Georgia,  setting  forth,  that  they  are  natives  of 
foreign  countries,  and.  upon  their  arrival  in.  the 
United  States,  reported  themselves  to  the  clerks  of 
the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  signed  a  de- 
claration of  their  intention  to  become  citizens  of  the 
said  States.  That  they  have  taken  the  necessary 
oaths,  and  have  ever  smce,  until  lately,  esteemed 
themselves  citizens  of  the  United  States.  That 
it  appears,  by  a  decision  recently  given  by  the  Dis- 
trict Courts  of  the  United  States,  for  the  district 
of  Gkorgia,  that,  in  consequence  of  not  reporting 
themselves,  and  signing  the  declaration  before^ 
mentioned,  in  open  court,  their  acts  of  naturaliza- 
tion are  illegal,  and  they  are  declared  to  be  aliens, 
and  praying  that  an  act  may  be  passed  to  legalize 
the  acts  by  which  it  was  supposed  they  became 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  respectively. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
counsellors  and  attorneys  at  law,  admitted  as 
practitioners  in  the  Court  of  the  United  Slates, 
for  the  Seventh  Circuit,  and  Kentucky  district, 
re|)resenting  the  numerous  defects  which,  in  their 
opinion,  exist  in  the  judicial  establishment  of  the 
United  States,  and  praying  for  a  re-organization, 
amendment,  and  extension  of  said  system,  in  the 
manner  therein  specified  and  set  forth. 

The  said  memorial  and  petition  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Jenninos  presented  to  the  House  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Indiana,  approbatory  of  the  sentiments 
contained  in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  in  re- 
ference to  the  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  governments;  which  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate, '  entitled  "An  act  to  secure  the  ac- 
countability of  public  officers  and  others,"  report- 
ed the  same,  with  an  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing communications: 

I.  From  the  Seoretarv  of  War,  transmitting  a 
report  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
relative  to  the  accounts  for  disbursements  in  the 
Indian  Department,  prepared  in  compliance  with 
the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  the  6th  or  May,  1822 ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

II.  A  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 
petition  oi  John  Stone;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

III.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 


I  mitting  copies  of  the  reports  rendered  to  tk 
Treasnry  Department  by  the  incorporated  buks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  showing  the  state  of 
their  afiairs  on  the  31st  December,  1823;  wbkk 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  theHoM 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entided  '^Ai 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Johnson;  in  whid 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Engrossed  bills,  of  the  following  titles,  to  vit: 
An  act  makinff  appropriations  for  the  militirr 
service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1831; 
An  act  giving  tbe  consent  and  sanction  of  Coa- 
gress  to  a  certain  act  of  the  Legislative  Couneiiof 
the  Territory  of  Florida;  were  respectivdy  rod 
the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Bills  (rom  the  Senate  of  the  followiog  titles, 
viz. :  1st.  An  act  to  regulate  the  sorreyiogof  polh 
lie  and  private  lands,  in  the  soathern  part  of  Ali- 
bama;  2d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Mt 
son ;  were  respectively  read  the  first  and  secod 
time,  and  feferred,  the  first  to  the  Committee  m 
the  Public  Lands,  the  second  to  the  Committee sf 
Claims. 

EXECUTIVE  MES8AGE6. 

The  following  Messages  were  received  froa 
the  Presiinbnt  op  the  United  States,  viz: 

FIRST. 

ToikeHimH  ofRepresentaiivesofikt  UniUdStaUs: 

The  House  of  RepretentstiTes,  on  the  Ittb  iniUBt, 
having  "  resolved  that  the  President  of  the  Vaitd 
States  be  requested  to  inform  this  House  whether  t^ 
rules  sod  regulations  compiled  hy  Geaersl  Scott,  k 
the  government  of  the  Army,  are  now  in  force  is  die 
Army»  or  any  part  thereof;  and  by  what  anthoritytbe 
same  has  been  adopted  and  enforeed,"  I,  herewith 
transmit  a  report  from  the  Departmsntof  Wsr,  whiti 
contains  the  information  required. 

JAMES  HONR0£. 

WASBixaTOK,  Feb,  33,  1624. 

DaPAaTKBiTT  OP  Wab,  Feb.  16. 1814. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  tk 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  reqo«tiB$ 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  inform  that  Ho«e 
**  whether  the  rules  and  regulations  compiled  bjGei* 
eral  Scott,  for  the  government  of  the  Army,  are  nov 
in  force  in  the  Army,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  by  v&it 
authority  the  same  has  been  adopted  and  enfbr»(ir 
has  the  honor  to  state  that,  after  the  repeal  of  the  Uti 
section  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  wbidh 
established  the  book  of  rules  and  regulations  compuei 
by  General  Scott  for  the  government  of  the  Armj.i^ 
President  caused  the  said  book  of  rules  and  ref  aIatR»» 
to  be  continued  in  force,  by  general  order,  a  cop7<^ 
which  is,  herewith,  enclosed. 

Respectfully  submitted.  J.  C.  CALHOCX- 

As/*T  GairsaAL*e  Omcx,  May  23.  IS^ 
Oanaas  :  The  fourteenth  section  of  the  act  of  tk 
2d  of  March,  1821,  having  been  repealed  by  tiie  *ti 
of  the  7th  of  May,  1822,  **  the  general  regnUtioos  for 
the  Army"  rest  solely  on  the  sanction  of  the  ?rw\^ 
of  the  United  Sutes.  The  said  reguIstioDs  are,  (Ik^ 
fore,  continued  in  force  by  his  authoiity.in  all  ca«* 
where  they  do  not  conflict  with  positive  legalttiw. 
By  order  :  CHARLES  J.  MOURSE, 

Acting  Adjuiani  GtnatL 
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The  Message  tnd  report  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

SECOND. 

To  the  Houie  qf  Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

AgreMbly  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, of  the  ekventh  instant,  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  •*  to  inform  this  House  if  the 
line  intended  to  constitute  the  Western  boundary  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  has  been  run,  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  of  the  3d  March.  1823,  entitled  <An  act 
making  further  appropriations  for  the  military  senrice 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1828,  and  for  other 
parposes;'  and,  if  said  line  has  not  been  run,  that  he 
inform  this  House  what  instructions  have  been  given, 
or  meesures  adopted,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of 
the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  what  causes  have  pre- 
vented said  line  from  being  run,"  I  herewith  transmit 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  contains 
the  information  required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHiveToir,  February  23,  1824. 

DsPABTicxirT  OF  Wab,  Feb,  13,  1824. 

The  Secretary  of  War»  to  whom  was  referred  the 
reoolotion  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  11th 
inatsAt,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States 
•«  to  inform  this  House  if  the  line  intended  to  consti- 
tute the  western  boundary  of  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas, has  been  run,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  of  the  3d 
of  Marchf  1823,  entitled  '  An  act  making  further 
appropriations  for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  1823,  and  for  other  purposes ;' 
and,  if  said  tine  has  not  been  run,  that  he  inform  this 
Hoase  what  instructions  have  been  given,  or  measures 
adopted,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  provision 
of  the  law,  and  what  causes  have  prevented  said  line 
iTom  being  run,''  has  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  line 
referred  to  Mr  the  resolution  of  the  House,  has  not 
been  run.  Shortly  after  the  termination  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  General  Thomas  Hinds,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, and  Mr.  William  Woodward,  of  the  Arkansas 
Territory,  were  appointed  Commissioners  to  hold  a 
treaty  with  the  Choctaw  Indians,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrjing  into  effect  the  provision  of  the  act  abovemen- 
tioncd  ;  and  communications  were  addressed  to  them 
by  this  Department,  notifying  them  of  their  appoint- 
ment, and  enclosing  instructions  for  their  govern- 
'  ment.  The  communication  for  General  Hinds,  (who 
was  directed  to  make  the  principal  arrangements  for 
the  treaty,)  it  appears,  never  reached  him,  owing  to 
aome  failure  of  the  mails,  or  other  cause,  unknown  to 
this  Department ;  that  for  Mr.  Woodward,  was  re- 
ceived by  him,  of  which,  however,  the  Department  has 
only  been  apprized  since  the  meeting  of  Congress. 
Owing  to  these  iSauses,  the  proposed  treaty  with  the 
Choctaws  was  not  held ;  and,  consequently,  the  line, 
which  depended  on  the  arrangement  to  be  made  by 
the  treaty,  could  not  be  run. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state,  that  the  Choctaw  nation 
has  applied  for  permission  to  send  on  a  deputation  to 
Washington,  (the  object  of  which  is  stated  td  be,  to 
treat  with  the  Government  on  the  subject  of  their 
lands  west  of  the  Mississippi,)  which  has  been  granted ; 
and  it  is  hoped  that  a  suitable  arrangement  may  be 
made,  so  that  the  line  may  be  run  the  next  Summer. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  0.  CALHOUN, 


The  Message  tnd  report  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  tables 

TBIBn. 

To  the  House  of  Representaiivu  of  the  United  States: 

The  House  of  Representatives,  on_  the  26th  ultimo* 
having  **  resolved,  that  the  President  be  requested  to 
cause  to  be  laid  befere  the  House  an  estimate  of  the 
expense  which  would  be  incurred  by  transporting  two 
hundred  of  the  troops  now  at  the  Council  Bluflb,  to 
the  mouth  of  Columbia,  or  Oregon  river,"  I  herewith 
transmit  a  report  of  the  Secrstaiy  of  War,  which  con- 
tains the  information  required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

FxaavABT  29,  1824. 

DxPABTXxBT  OF  Was,  Feb.  17,  1824. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  26th 
January  last,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  '*  an  esti* 
mate  of  the  expense  which  would  be  incurred  by  trans* 
porting  two  hundred  of  the  troops  now  at  the  Council 
Bluffs,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  or  Oregon  river,'* 
has  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  report  of  the 
Quartermaster  General,  which  contains  the  informs* 
tion  required*    Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

QUABTXBMASTXB  GxHXBAl's  OfTICB, 

Washington  City,  Feb.  16,  1824. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  dated  the  30th  ul- 
timo, requiring  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of 
transporting  two  hundred  of  the  troops,  now  at  the 
Council  Bluffs,  on  the  Missouri  river,  to  the  mouth  of 
Columbia,  or  Oregon  river,  I  have  the  honor  to  report, 
that  the  expense  will  consist : 

1st.  Of  an  outfit  of  boats,  and  the  necessary  tools 
and  materials  to  keep  them  in  repair,  to  transport  the 
detachment  from  the  Council  Blufis  to  the  head  of 
navigation  on  the  Missouri,  or  Yellow  Stone  river. 

2.  The  number  of  horses  necessary  to  transport  the 
detachment,  their  provisions,  and  stores,  from  that 
place  to  some  navigable  point  on  the  Colonibia  river, 
and  tools  to  open  a  road  and  construct  bridges  on  the 
roots;  and 

3.  The  tools  and  materials  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  eonstruct  boats  to  descend  the  Columbia* 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  ordnance,  clothing, 
provisions,  and  all  the  heavy  baggage,  required  for  the 
use  of  the  detachment,  after  it  shall  have  arrived  at 
its  destination,  will  be  transported  by  sea,  and  that  no 
other  supplies  than  those  actually  necessary  on  the 
march,  will  be  taken  across  the  Rocky  Mountains.  If 
so,  the  whole  outfit,  including  arms,  ammunition,  and 
provbions,  for  twelve  months,  would  not  exceed  one 
hundred  and  forty  tons  ;  to  transport  which  ten  boats, 
which,  with  all  their  equipments,  would  not  exceed 
seven  hundred  doHars  each,  would  be  sufficient* 

Fifteen  hundred  dollars  would  provide  all  the  tools  that 
would  be  required  in  opening  a  road  and  constructing 
bridges  between  the  navigable  points  of  the  Missouri 
and  the  Columbia.  And  two  hundred  horses  would 
be  amply  sufficient  for  the  transportation  over  that 
route*  These  horses  could  be  obtained  from  the  Paw- 
nees, near  the  Council  Bluffs,  or  from  the  Mandans, 
at  about  thirty  dollars  each,  in  merchandise ;  and,  per- 
haps, would  not  cost  the  Government  more  than  fif** 
teen  or  twenty  dollars  each  in  cash ;  at  all  events; 
not  more  than  twenty>five  dollars  each*  ^ 
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Bditf  of  ^MoAk  Perry. 


Fbbrcabt,  l&ei 


Fifteen  hundred  doUan  wonid  provide  all  the  toole 
and  materials  neceeeary  to  conatruct  boats  to  descend 
the  Columbia. 

The  necessary  expense,  then»  incident  to  the  move- 
ment, would  be~- 

For  10  boats,  at  $700  each        ...    $7,000 
intrenching  and  other  tools  necessary  on 

the  march         .        •        .        .        •       1,500 
200  horses,  at  $80  each,  in  merchandise, 

say  $36  each   -        •       -     .   -        •       6,000 
tools  and  materials  for  boats  on  the  Co- 
lumbia    ..•>•.•       1,600 


Toul  -         ....        -      15,000 
Add  an  equal  sum  for  unforeseen  ex- 
penses      16,000 

And  the  whole  amount  required  will  be  -  $gO,000 

To  transport  the  heavy  baffgage,  ordnance,  and  a 
aupply  of  provisions,  by  sea>  whaling  or  sealing  ves- 
sels, or  northwest  traders,  it  is  believed,  might  be  char* 
tered  at  about  five  or  six  thousand  dollars  each  ;  two 
would  be  sufficient,  say  they  would  cost  $7,000  each ; 
and  the  amount  of  sea  transportation  would  be  four- 
teen thousand  dollars,  making  the  entire  expenses  of 
the  operation,  by  land  and  water,  forty -four  thousand 
dollars. 

8msH  as  this  estimate  may  appear  when  we  con- 
eider  the  magnitude  of  the  object  proposed  to  be  ac- 
complished, I  feel  confident  that,  if  the  operations  be 
conducted  by  the  military,  it  will  be  more  than  suffi- 
cient.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

TH.  8.  JE8UP, 
Brig,  Gen.  and  Q.  M.  Gen. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calbovzt,  Seer'y  of  War. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  Message  and  report  be 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  29th 
December  last,  to  inquire  mlo  the  propriety  of 
taking  possession  of  the  Columbia  or  Oregon  rirer. 

FOCBTH. 

A  Message  transmitting  certain  documents  re- 
lative to  the  claim  of  Massachusetts,  for  services 
rendered  by  the  militia  of  that  State  in  the  late 
war,  and  tor  which  payment  was  made  by  the 
State;  which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 
[See  Senate  proceedings.] 

EFFECT  OF  THE  PROPOSED  TARIFF. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama,  charg- 
ing the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  with  an 
inquiry  into  the  effect  of  the  Tariff  Bill,  being 
taken  up,  Mr.  StoArs  moved  that  it  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken, 
and  stood — ^yeas  86,  nays  94,  as  follows: 

YsAa-^Messrs.  Allison,  Bailey,  Barber  of  Gonneeti- 
cnt,  Bartlett,  Beeeher,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Farreily,  Findlay, 
Forward,  Garrison,  Oazlay,  Harris,  Hemphill,  Henry. 
Herkimer,  Ingham,  Jenkins,  Jennings,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson.  Kremer,  Lathrop. 
Lawrence,  Little,  McAnhur,  MoKesn,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  oi  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Mar- 
tindale,  Matlack»  Metcalle,  Patterson  of  Pennsyivaniat 


Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plmner  of  Paonsylvanis,  Prisee. 
Richarda,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Sfasrpe,  Sloiae 
Stewart,  Stoddard.  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor  Jeii 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  TomUuaeo,  Tnq. 
Trimble,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  VisuNi 
Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Jsaei  \lii- 
son,  Henry  Wilson,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adama,  Alexaodei  of  Vir- 
ginia, Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  Tcbocsmc 
Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Basoeit,  Blair,  Breck.  Brm 
Buck,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Ctopbetist 
South  Carolina,  Csry,  Cosaedy,  Claris,  Cocke,  Cobdci, 
Crowninshield,  Cuipeper,  Cuskman,  Cathbert,  Bit 
DwineU,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Flojd,  Foot> 
Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  Ymk,  Forsyth,  Fna 
Oarnett,  GatUn,  Gist,  Govaa,  Gnriey,  Hall,  fiasnltas. 
Hay  den.  Hay  ward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboon.  Hor 
Gomba,  Hooks,  Houston,  Isaeks,  Kent,  Kidder.  Ue 
Leilwich,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Litchfield.  LiTinfrts 
Long,  Longleliow,  McCoy,  McDoffie,  McKee,  McKk 
Mitchell  o(  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Ncak 
Nelson,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New  HtaptluR 
Puinsett,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolda,  Saunders,  Snd- 
ford,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith.  Spesa 
Standefer,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Toder  > 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Vance  <r 
North  Carolina,  Van  Rensselaer,  Warfieid,  Webrte 
WickHfie,  WiUiams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  >«t. 
Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  CaroUna. 

Mr.  Sbarp E,  of  New  York,  moved  as  an  amec^^ 
ment  to  strike  out  the  words  ''Commiitee  c 
Ways  and  Means"  and  insert  "  Secretary  of  ^■ 
Treasury." 

On  this  resolution  and  axnendcnent,  a  de^ttltr* 
debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Bbext,  Mallait 
Inoham,  Websteb,  Owen,  FoaaTTB,  Foot  c; 
Connecticut,  and  Too,  took  part — ^it  was  oppoj^i 
on  the  ground  of  the  present  state  of  health  oi\^ 
Secretary  of  the  Treasurv ;  which,  although  iu^ 
mitted  01  the  ordinary  detail  of  the  office  goia: 
on  without  interruption,  precluded  him  from  t£; 
exertion  of  the  kind  that  would  be  required  b^  t> 
inquiry  now  proposed  to  be  referred  to  him.  As: 
it  was  adfocated  on  the  ground  of  the  Treascr 
Department's  possessing  all  the  requi:$ite  daa  z 
which  the  required  report  most  be  founded.  B' 
debate  was  superseded  by  the  lapse  of  the  ixm 
allowed  for  the  consideration  of  resolotioos. 

RELIEF  OF  SARAH  PERRY. 
Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Nart 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  recommitted  a  bill,  es:- 
tled  "A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Perrr,  rooitR 
of  the  laie  Oliver  H.  Perry,"  reported  tbe  U\  - 
the  same  form  in  which  it  was  at  first  broufii> 
into  the  House — [omitting  the  amendment  wiue: 

Proposed  to  charge  Mrs-  Perry's  support  on  id* 
favy  Pension  Fund.]     The  report  is  as  follow? 
Though  this  bill  was  recommittad  witboot  aoj  ^-  ^ 
nlte  instructions,  yat,  from  the  objections  which  «^  1 
made  to  its  original  character,  and  the  effort!  to  cbur 
it,  by  making  the  relief  of  Mrs,  Perry  s  charge  oft^ 
the  Navy  Pension  Fund,   the  committes  sre  itc  L'  j 
consider  the  nature  and  expediency  oi  tiie  chui^ 
proposed. 

However  strong  may  be  the  disposition  of  Ike  wa 
mittee  to  afford  to  the  mother  of  the  iUaftfioiK  rmr 
the  supe  tokens  of  regard  which  have  been  toconM  c 
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his  iiridow  And  children,  it  is  incumbent  on  them  to 
abstain  from  any  encrotchment  upon  the  fund  in 
question,  provided  it  shall  appear  that  the  faith  of  the 
Government  is  pledged  to  protect  this  fund,  as  a  con- 
ae crated  dopocite  for  the  rapport  iind  encouragement 
of  another  and  diflerent  elaaa  of  pervona. 

By  the  act  of  the  33d  of  April,  1800,  (Sec  6,)  it  ia 
provided,  that  the  prooeeda  of  all  priaea  taken  by  the 
pablic  armed  abipa  of  the  United  States,  when  of  in- 
ferior force,  shall  be  adjudged  one-half  to  the  captor^i 
and    the  other  half  to  the  United  States.      By  the 
eighth  section  of  the  aame  act  it  is  provided,  that  all 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  disabled  in  service,  shall 
receive  a  pension  during  life,  or  the  continuance  of 
d  isability  ;  and  by  the  next  section  it  is  enacted,  that 
all   moneys  which  may  accrue  to  the  United  States 
frona  prizes  "shall  be,  and  remain  forever,"  a  fund  for 
the  payment  of  pensions  to  those  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  who  may  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same ; 
and  if  the  fund  should  be  insufficient,  the  public  faith 
is  pledged  to  supply  the  deficiency;  and  should  there 
be   a  surplus,  it  shall  be  applied  to  making  further 
provision  for  the  beforementioned  persons,  and  **  for 
such  as  may  merit,  by  their  bravery  and  long  and 
faithful  services,  the  gratitude  of  their  country." 

£arly  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  before 
the  Navy  Pension  Fund  had  in  any  considerable  de- 
cree accumulated  under  these  provisions  of  law,  an 
act  was  passed  extending  its  benefits  to  the  widows 
aod  orphan  children  of  such  officers,  seamen,  and  ma* 
rines,  as  might  fall  in  battle  or  die  of  wounds,  limiting 
their  pensions  to  the  term  of  five  years.  The  wisdom 
and  policy  of  this  extension  are  very  manifest;  and  it 
was  no  violation  of  the  sections  of  the  act  before  re- 
cited, as  far  as  it  applied  to  any  future  or  prospective 
acquisition  from  prizes.  The  present  fund  has  arisen 
from  captures  made  almost  exclusively  since  the  ex- 
tension, and  it  remains  pledged  to  the  purposes  of  the 
original  law,  with  no  other  addition. 

Should  justice  or  policy  require  that  any  other  re- 
latives of  seamen  be  relieved  at  the  public  expense, 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  public  faith  does 
not  permit  it  to  be  done  from  the  acquisitions  of  the 
present  fbnd ;  but,  they  have  no  doubt  of  the  right  of 
Congress  to  provide  by  law  that  the  proceeds  of 
prizes,  which  may  be  hereafter  captured,  may  be  ap« 
plied  to  new  objects  of  public  bonnty.  But,  while  so 
many  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  remain,  who 
may  require  relief,  or  who  may  be  entitled,  by  *'  their 
bravery  and  faithful  services,"  to  the  benefits  of  the 
fund,  anti  who,  if  it  were  exhausted,  might  seek  in 
vain  the  fulfilment  of  their  country's  pledge,  it  is 
deemed  no  less  unjust  than  impolitic  to  assail  this  sa- 
cred deposite— the  fruit  of  valor  and  of  victory — the 
balm  of  honorable  wounds,  and  the  consolation  of  be- 
reaved widowhood  and  helpless  infancy. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  bill  ought  to 
pass  in  its  original  form,  and  they  have  accordingly 
restored  the  enacting  clause,  and  report  It  to  the 
House  with  no  other  amendment  or  variation. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Conoiot  in  the  Chair,) 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  laying 
duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Martin  DALE  (who  had  moved  on  Friday 
that  the  Committee  rise)  rose,  and  said  :  At  the 
close  of  the  last  sitting  of  this  honorable  Commit- 
tee,  I  moved  that  the  Committee  rise  before  taking 


the  question  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  arti- 
cle of  cotton  bagging,  in  order  to  give  me  an  o]>- 
portunity  to  submit  to  its  consideration  my  senti- 
ments on  the  general  principles  of  the  bill.  I  was 
induced  to  make  that  motion,  sir,  because  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  general  principles  of  the  bill  seemed 
to  have  been  fallen  into  by  its  adversaries  by  a 
kind  of  common  consent.  Indeed,  sir,  it  had  been 
distinctly  avowed  by  some  honorable  gentlemen 
in  the  opposition,  that  thev  oiight  as  well  discuss 
the  general  principles  on  tne  motion  to  strike  out 
the  article  under  consideration,  as  on  a  motion  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause;  and  my  honorable 
colleague  from  New  York  has  delivered  a  long 
and  able  argument  on  this  motion,  expressly  upon 
the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  and  in  opposition 
thereto ;  and  some  friends  of  the  bill  have  pursued 
the  same  course  in  their  observations.  It  was  my 
intention,  sir,  at  the  time  I  made  the  motion  .to 
rise,  to  have  pursued  the  course  which  seemed  td 
be  thus  marked  out.  But,  sir,  upon  further  and 
deliberate  reflection  upon  the  course  proposed — 
upon  an  examination  of  the  rules  of  the  House, 
and  upon  conferring  with  some  honorable  gentle- 
man older  than  myself,  and  better  acquainted 
with  those  rules  than  I  am,  I  am  strongly  im- 
pressed with  the  conviction  that  this  course  of  de- 
bate is  not  strictly  in  order.  What  are  we  doing, 
sir  7  Upon  this  motion  to  strike  out  of  this  bnl 
the  article  of  cotton  bagging,  we  are  discussing 
the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  principles  equall]^ 
applicable  to  every  article  in  it. 

Connect  with  this,  sir.  the  open  avowal,  em- 
phatically made  by  gentlemen  m  the  <>pposition, 
that  they  will  fight  this  odious  bill  step  by  step, 
and  inch  hf  inch,  and  follow  the  course  we  are 
now  pursuing,  and  the  debate  becomes  intermma- 
ble.  Are  there  not  general  principles  in  this  bill, 
sir  7  That  there  are  general  principles  upon  which 
it  is  opposed,  is  most  obvious.  Gentlemen  say 
they  will  oppose  every  part  of  it.  They  wilL 
therefore,  move  to  strike  out  every  part  of  it.  And 
on  every  such  motion  we  shall  hear  repeated,  as 
we  have  done  already,  the  same  objections,  that 
it  will  ruin  trade  and  commerce — that  it  will  de- 
stroy the  revenue,  and  prostrate  our  Navy — that 
it  will  eiihance  the  prices  of  articles  of  the  first 
necessity,  and  thus  be  taxing  the  poor;  and  that 
it  will  destroy  the  cotton  market,  and  stop  the  fur- 
ther growth  of  cotton.  What  shall  hinder,  sir, 
the  repetition  of  these  arguments  on  everv  motion 
to  strike  out7  And  the  iriends  of  the  bill,  too,  in 
their  replies,  are  driven  necessarily  to  general 
topics  or  discussion  ?  If  this  course  is  to  be  pur- 
sued, sir.  the  enemies  of  the  bill  need  take  no  other 
way  to  defeat  it. 

Perceiving  the  tendency  of  this  course,  sir,  the 
friends  of  the  bill  have  frequently  requested  its 
adversaries  to  move  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill.  This,  from  proper  motives,  no 
doubt,  they  have  declined  doing.  Ureed  by  these 
considerations,  sir,  to  save  the  time  of  the  House, 
to  promote  the  progress  of  this  bill,  and  prevent 
its  defeat — for  I  am  entirely  devoted  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  bill,  and  shall  sustain  them  to  the 
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utmost  of  my  feeble  abilities — and  to  place  the 
argament  which  I  wish  to  submit  to  the  consid- 
eration of  this  Committee  upon  its  legitimate  and 
orderly  foundation,  I  have  come  to  the  resolution, 
sir,  advised  as  I  am  that  the  motion  is  in  order,  to 
move  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 
I  make  you  that  motion,  sir. 

Mr.  M.  then  commenced  a  speech  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  which  occupied  the  House  till  4  o'clock, 
when  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the  Com- 
mittee rise ;  and  the  Committee  rose,  and  ihen 
the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  24. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Wavs  and  Means,  who  were  instructed,  on 
the  21st  or  January  last,  ''  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  appropriating  &ve,  thousand  dollars 
ibr  the  use  of  tne  Library^  of  Congress,"  made  a 
report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  authorizing 
an  appropriation  for  the  use  of  the  Library  of 
Congress;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year 
1824. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  aliens  residing  in  the  State  of  IVew 
Jersey ;  the  petition  of  sun^y  aliens  in  the  State 
of  Indiana ;  the  petition  of  J.  and  A.  Nattali ; 
the  petition  of  Pxerre  Berthelet  and  Oliver  Ber- 
thelet;  and  the  petition  of  a  committee  appointed 
by  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  on  behalf  of  the  aliens  residing  in  said  city. 
As,  also,  from  the  consideration  of  the  inquiry 
which  said  committee  was  directed  to  make,  on 
the  10th  of  December  last,  whether  any,  and 
what,  alterations  are  necessary,  in  the  existing 
laws  establishing  rules  of  naturalization ;  and  into 
the  expediency  of  furnishing  copies  of  those  laws 
to  the  courts  authorized  to  naturalize  aliens;  and 
that  the  several  petitions  and  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed,  on  the  16th  instant, 
on  the  memorial  or  sundry  aliens  residing  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  surveying 
of  public  and  private  lands  in  the  southern  part 
of  Alabama,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Saunders,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  district  court  at  Mobile,  in 
the  district  of  Alabama ;"  reported  the  same  with 
an  agreement  to  those  amendments. 

Mr.  Mooac,  of  Alabama,  moved  a  further 
amendment,  inserting  the  word  "Blount"  imme- 
diately after  the  word  "Morgan,"  in  the  list  of 
counties  in  the  northern  district;  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.  I 


Mr.  Bartlett,  by  leave  of  the  House,  preseitt^ 
a  memorial  of  the  merchants,  ship-owaers  vA 
mechanics  of  Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  >'er 
Hampshire,  representing  the  many  evils,  wbid 
in  their  opinion,  will  flow  from  the  passage  of  ik 
bill  now  pending  in  this  House  to  amend  the  ]«• 
eral  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  praftv 
that  said  bill  may  not  be  passed  into  a  law.  R^ 
ferred. 

EFPBCT  OF  THE  PROPOSED  TARIFF 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Owen  being  again  calM 
up,  and  the  question  being  put  on  the  ameodoM; 
of  Mr.  Sharps,  inserting  "the  Secnecarj  of  lit 
Treasury"  in  place  of  "the  Committee  (h*  Wifi 
and  Means,"  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmatire- 
ayes  80,  noes  69,  and  the  question  being  oo  ador- 
ing the  resolution  as  amended,  the  yeas  and  osn 
were  called  for.  Before  taking  the  yeas  aod  tan 
Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  offered  a  fartttei 
amendment,  inserting  after  the  word  "  RoU^sl 
"  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  di$chaT|K 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  ik 
it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasorr 
with  directions  to  report,"  die. 

Mr.  McLanb  stated  his  reasons  for  offeriog  \k 
amendment  to  be,  that,  if  the  resolatioa  w» 
directed  to  that  officer,  it  must  of  neccssitv  be  » 
companied  with  the  subject-matter  on  wnich  U 
is  to  report. 

Mr.  Sbarpb  opposed  the  amendment,  as  caicjr 
lated  to  em^rrass  the  proceedings  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hamilton  supported  the  amendmeot,  a&n 
would  be  a  loss  of  time  to  eo  on  with  discu&sios^ 
on  the  bill,  while  it  was  referred  for  consideratios 
to  an  officer  of  the  House. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Stobrs,  the  resole- 
tion  was  so  amended  as  not  to  di&charge  the  Coii' 
mittee  from  the  discussion,  but  to  furnish  the  See 
retary  with  a  copy  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mavoum,  while  professing  his  general  jV 
jectiotts  to  the  bill,  supported  the  aniendmept  $ti 
resolution  now  offered,  as  a  meiMure  of  fairof» 
tending  to  bring  light  upon  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Owen  protested  against  all  intention  of  re- 
tarding the  discussion,  and  assented  to  theameo^ 
raent  as  now  proposed. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  McLahi^ 
amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmatire- 
ayes  107. 

Mr.  Rich  offered  a  further  amendment,  to  striu 
out  the  words  "of  the  Government,"  and  ioseri 
after  "  revenue"  the  words  "  the  commerce  and 
manufacturing  and  agricultural  interests  of  ^^ 
United  States." 

Mr.  R.  supported  his  amendment  by  a  few  ob- 
servations, signifying  that  revenue  was  not  ihi 
only  interest  to  be  considered  in  the  legislation  oi 

Congress. 

Mr.  McDuppie  opposed  this  amendment  as  im- 
posing duties  which  had  no  reference  to  the  offi- 
cial duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  OwBN  followed  on  the  same  side,  aaj 
seemed  to  consider  the  amendment  as  ioteoa^B 
either  to  ridicule  or  evade  the  object  of  the  re»- 
lutioD. 
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Mr.  FLOTt)  objected  to  the  whole  coarse  pro- 1 
posed.  He  thought  it  was  not  consistent  with 
the  dignity  of  the  House  to  ffo  for  information, 
and  for  the  suggestion  of  its  tuture  duties,  to  one 
of  the  President's  Secretaries;  and  moved  to 
lay  the  resolution,  with  the  amendment,  on  the 
table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for,  on  this 
question,  stood — yeas  96,  nays  92,  as  follows : 

TxAs — ^MeMn.  Abbot,  Adamsi  Alextndtr  of  Vir- 
giDiA,  Allen  of  TennesMO,  AUison,  Areher»  Bailey, 
BajliM»  Barber  of  Connecticut^  P.  P.  Barbonr,  Brad- 
ley, Brown,  Buchanan,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Camp- 
bell of  Ohio,  Carter,  Clark,  CoUinst  Condict,  Conner, 
CralU,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwinell,  Baton,  Bddy,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findiay, 
Flojd,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay, 
Harris,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Jen- 
kins, Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson, 
Kremer,  Little,  Long,  Mc Arthur,  McCoy,  McKean, 
Mcl^ane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Markley,  Mar- 
ti ndale,  Matlack,  Metcalfe,  Morgan,  Newton,  Patterton 
of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Richards,  Rich,  Rives,  Saunders,  81oane,6ter- 
liogr,  A.  Stevenson,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Swan,  Taylor 
Ten  Eyek,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  TomlinsoUi 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Udree,  Vance  of 
Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Wayne,  Whipple, 
Whitman,  WhitUesey,  White,  WillUms  of  North 
Carolina,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of 
Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tenneasee,  Allen  of 
Massachusetka,  J.  8.  Barbour.  BartleU,  Beeeher,  Blair, 
Breck,  Buck,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Campbell  of  South 
Carolina,  Gary,  Casaedy,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crown- 
inshield,  Culpeper,  Gush  man.  Day,  Foot  of  Con- 
necticut, Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Giat, 
Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayden, 
Hay  ward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  Hooks,  Hous- 
ton, Ingham,  Isacks,  Jennings,  Kent,  Kidder,  Lathrop, 
Lefiwich,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livermoro, 
Livingston,  Locke,  I^ngfellow,  McDnffie,  McKee, 
McKfm,  Mangum,  Mallary,  Marvin,  Matson,  Mitchell 
of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama, Neale,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Poinsett,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rose,  Sand- 
ford,  Scott,  Sbarpe,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Spence,  Standefer,  Strong,  Test,  Thompson  of 
Georgia,  Tucker  of  Soath  Carolina,  Tyson,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Wickliffe,  Wil- 
liams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Wilson 
of  South  Carolina. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  tmend  the  several 
act^s  laying  duties  on  imports, 

Mr.  Martin OALE  resumed  the  speech  which  he 
had  yesterday  commenced,  on  his  own  motion  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill ;  which 
is  eiven  entire  sa  follows  i 

I  rise,  said  Mr.  M.,  under  a  deep  conviction  of 
the  vast  importance  of  the  principles  of  the  bill 
upon  your  table,  and  my  utter  incompetency  to  a 
satisfactory  discussion  of  them.  But,  sir,  my  great 
anxiety  that  those  principles  should  finally  prevail, 
and  that  they  should  now  prevail,  believing,  as  1 
do,  that  the  condition  of  our  country  imperiously 


demands  their  adoption,  and  my  consciousneaiii 
too,  sir,  that  that  country,  on  this  occasion,  expects 
that  every  man  should  do  his  duty,  have  deter* 
mined  me  to  make  an  attempt  to  overcome  my 
extreme  diffidence,  and  approach  the  discussion  of 
this  most  momentous  subject.  It  is  a  subject 
deeply  interesting,  sir^  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  system  of  policy,  fraught 
with  principles  which  must  produce  interminable 
and  most  salutary  consequences,  and  inasmuch 
as  it  is  the  very  first  measure  of  the  Government 
which  looks  seriously  and  extensively  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  native  productions  of  the  country. 
This  system,  sir,  is  to  brinff  into  existence  from 
our  own  soil,  and  from  thelabor  of  our  own  coun- 
trymen, that  which  wonld.not  exist  without  it, 
and  in  addition  to  that  which  we  now  produce,  as 
a  substitute  for  what  we  buy.  It  looks,  through 
the  medium  of  the  mechanic  and  artisan,  to  the 
farmer ;  it  can  reach  him  no  other  way ;  it  can 
protect  him  no  other  way.  Unless  I  greatly  mis- 
take the  chafacter  of  the  bill,  and  lalx>r  under  so 
strong  a  delusion  that  I  am  led  to  believe  a  lie, 
it  is  fraught  with  manifold  and  lasting  blessings 
to  our  common  country.  But,  in  the  accpmplish- 
ment  of  this  great  and  good  design,  I  am  sensible 
that  some  existing  and  local  interests  must  be  tem- 
porarily and  partially  affected.  The  importing 
commerce  of  our  country  must  be  suspended,  or 
diverted  into  another  channel,  in  just  so  much  as 
the  home  production  shall  become  a  substitute  for 
the  imported  article.  But,  on  ev^ery  principle,  but 
that  01  exclusive  selfishness,  are  they  not  bound  to 
give  up  this  traffic,  if  it  be  pernicious  to  their  conn- 
try  ?  The  increased  doty  on  cotton  bagging  will, 
for  a  little  while,  enhance  the  price  of  cotton  to 
the  consumer.  Those  of  the  North,  East,  and 
West,  who  produce  no  cotton,  but  consume  ten- 
fold more  of  the  article  than  those  who  do,  must, 
for  a  moment,  as  it  were,  pay  this  increased  price; 
but  a  permanent,  (and  comparatively  to  them  an 
important  interest,)  of  our  brethren  of  the  West, 
wiU  be  promoted  by  it,  and  we  make  the  sacrifice 
cheerfully.  Our  brethren  of  the  West,  enjoying 
the  richest  soil  and  the  best  climate  in  the  world, 
are  stated,  and  admitted  to  be,  the  poorest  among 
all  the  members  of  this  great  family.  That  which 
nature  designed  to  be  the  richest,  through  the  in- 
fluence of  mistaken  policy  is  the  poorest;  and,  if 
that  policy  prevails,  will  be  kept  so.  And  why  ? 
They  have  no  market.  They  produce  their  food, 
to  be  sure,  but  they  must  buy  a  large  portion  oi 
their  clothiag[.  They  have  bought  till  they  have 
expended  their  specie.  A  mistaken  policy  induced 
a  resort  to  a  substitute,  in  the  form  of  bank  paper. 
Experience  soon  proved  the  fatal  error,  in  the  in- 
creased extent  and  magnitude  of  the  eviL  All  this 
goes  to  prove  that  the  consumers  of  imported  and 
purchased  articles  must  have  a  market  for  their 
produce  or  the  fruits  of  their  labor,  or  accumulated 
distress  must  ensue.  The  West  have  no  market 
and  the  distress  has  ensued.  And,  Mr.  Chairman, 
do  the  West  alone  complain  ?  And  if  they  did, 
will  gentlemen  say  it  is  only  the  West ;  it  is  not 
necessary  to  heed  their  complaints  7  Sir,  who  are 
these  inhabitants  of  the  West?    They  are  our 
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kindred  and  our  friends.  They  are  our  brothers 
and  our  sisters.  Many — onr  fathers  and  our  mo- 
tberii — who  have  gone  with  their  children  and  our 
brothers,  to  spend  the  evening  of  their  days,  and 
to  die  there.  They  did  not  leave  their  country 
when  they  went  tnere.  It  is  tlteir  country  and 
our  country  still;  and  thank  God. they  may  go 
still  farther  West,  and  still  be  within  the  bounda- 
ries of  their  country;  to  where  the  setting  sun 
quenches  his  orb  in  the  western  wave,  ana  still 
claim  the  kind  concern  and  protecting  care  of  oar 
common  country,  and  our  country's  common  Gov- 
ernment. The  father  goes  to  the  West  to  visit 
his  children,  and  the  brother,  after  a  long  separa- 
tion, to  salute  his  brother.  Go  where  you  will, 
sir,  through  the  Western  States,  and  you  find  your 
old  neighbors,  your  nearest'  relatives,  and  dearest 
friends ;  and  while  they  are  encountering  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  of  the  pioneers  of  our  new 
settlements,  if  their  situation  is  not  calculated  to 
awaken  our  sympathies,  and  open  the  hand  of  a 
liberal  and  protecting  policy,  which  the  close- 
fisted  cold  calculator  of  pence  would  shut,  I  know 
not  what  will.  Mr.  Chairman,  in  discussing  this 
subject  of  somewhat  conflicting  interests,  the  feel- 
ings which  these  reflections  are  calculated  to  pro- 
duce, should  be  put  in  requisition.  If  we  are  any 
of  us  called  upon  to  make  sacrifices,  we  should 
look  and  see  to  whom;  and  if  we  find  that  the 
sacrifice  is  to  ourselves,  or  to  those  we  love  as  our- 
selves, as  we  are  commanded  to  do  our  neighbors, 
we  shall  make  the  sacrifice  cheerfully,  or  rather, 
we  shall  deem  it  no  sacrifice.  Acrimony  and  an- 
gry feeling  will,  at  all  events,  be  subdued,  and  we 
shall  come  to  this  investi^tion  with  calmness  and 
deliberation,  and  a  single  eye  to  truth  atid  the 
good  of  our  country. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  principle  which  gen- 
tlemen seem  to  have  lost  sight  of,  and  which  I 
think  should  govern  in  this  discussion.  Our  pow- 
ers and  our  duties  arc  reciprocal.  They  are  co- 
extensive and  correspondent.  The  interests  which 
we  can  affect,  those  interests  we  represent.  We 
are  none  of  us  at  liberty  to  disregard  the  interests 
which  every  vote  each  one  of  us  gives,  influences 
more  or  less.  We  are,  then,  each  one  of  us  the 
representative  of  every  interest,  and,  of  course,  of 
the  whole.  We  are  elected  by  minute  districts,  I 
know.  This  is  but  a  mode  in  which  the  whole 
have  agreed  to  elect  their  Representatives.  But 
this  does  not  change  our  powers  and  our  duties 
when  elected.  They  are  precisely  what  they 
would  have  been  had  we  been  elected  en  masse 
by  a  general  ticket  of  the  whole  United  States. 
The  power  of  each  is  to  affect  every  interest  in  the 
whole  Republic;  his  duty  is  to  consult,  and  be 
governed  by  those  interests.  He  must,  then,  look 
at  the  whole;  and  he  must  look,  not  to  the  present 
only,  but  to  the  future  also,  as  far  ks  the  keen  eye 
of  the  statesman  can  reach,  and  thus,  from  this 
eminence,  as  from  a  political  observatory,  taking 
a  survey  oi  the  permanent,  ever-during  interests 
of  the  country,  decide  as  those  interests  shall  indi- 
cate. We  must,  sir,  expand  our  views  to  the  di- 
mensions of  our  country,  or,  before  Ions,  our  coun- 
try will  be  contracted  to  correspond  with  the  lim- 


ited extent  of  those  views.  On  this  prioctple,  sir, 
we  are  not  at  liberty  to  deem  ourselves  as  tke 
Representatives  of  the  particular  district  or  Sus 
where  we  were  elected,  and  ibay  reside,  ss  tiie 
envoys  of  distinct  and  independent  goveroBK^is, 
sent  nere  to  obtain,  by  dint  of  argiraieDtatiTe  s^ 
gotiation,  as  much  advantage,  each  overtbeotbir, 
as  we  can,  which  we  are  at  liberty  to  protnctor 
break  off  at  pleasure ;  but,  sir,  we  are  the  cmmsi 
agents  of  one  common  country,  the  ooDserntcn 
and  guardians  of  the  great  interests  of  thb  gnit 
Republic.  The  Representative  fromLoaistsuis 
bound  to  regard  the  interests  of  Keniacky;  Obb, 
and  Maine,  when  he  understands  them,  is  mud 
as  the  Repre^ntatives  of  those  respecti?e  Sta%. 
and  to  sacrifice  a  minor  interest,  at  least,  to  pro- 
mote their  greater  good.  We  are  bat  one  pwple, 
sir.  We  have  bat  one  country,  a  great  and  a  pd 
one,  which  our  forefathers  won  for  os,  and  hare 
bequeathed  to  us ;  so  far  as  oar  powers  and  ofr 
cial  capacities  extend,  we  have  but  ooe  GoreiL- 
ment — the  Grovernment  of  this  great  empire, "oa 
and  indivisible."  Gentlemen  talk  of  a  Confede- 
ation — of  a  Confederated  Government.  Sir.  \^ 
language  is  new  to  me.  I  have  not  read  it  is  ue 
Constitution.  It  sounds  foreign  in  my  ears,d 
it  is  foreign  to  mv  feeling&  and  lam  confidents 
is  foreign  to  the  reelings  of  my  countrymen  p» 
rally.  We  all  feel,  I  trast,  sir,  as  much  now  l* 
on  the  memorable  8th  of  January,  1815,  that  Nfv 
Orleans  is  a  part  of  onr  conntry;  and  the  rfeoll^^ 
tions  of  the  hard-foo^ht  and  sanguinary  field  ef 
Bhdgewater  and  Chippewa  awaken  the  sjm^ 
thies,  while  they  gratify  the  pride  of  the  inbtbi:- 
ants  of  Georgia  and  Louisiana.  Let  us  be  Ao^* 
icans,  sir,  and  feel  and  act  as  Americans.  Let^ 
feel  that  we  have  a  country,  and  let  those  fe^sf^ 
embrace  the  whole  of  it.  Does  that  country  strett: 
from  Florida  to  the  Yellow  Stone,  and  fromMtict 
to  the  Oregon  ?  A  warm  and  exjumded  patrioti^^ 
can  embrace  this  wild  region,  and  entertaisi 
common  feeling  for  their  remote  and  distaoi  i^ 
habitants.  I  know  these  are  feelinf^s  which  pre- 
vail in  this  country,  and  govern  this  ConnniitK. 
We  are  tempted,  occasionally,  sir,  in  the  wansdt 
of  debate,  to  ibrffet  these  feeting»,  and  to  asosx 
the  character  of  sectional  advocates.  We  viS 
then,  sometimes,  sir,  speak  of  this  GovemmeotK 
a  confederation  of  independent  Stales,  and  t^ 
the  inhabitants  of  such  and  such  a  State  not  stb- 
mittinff  to  the  operation  of  such  and  such  a  ib^ 
ure.  oy  this  I  presume  gentlemen  mean  thattbf^ 
will  remonstrate  against  it,  and  endeavor  loccs* 
vtnce  this  Government  that  thej  ought  to  rep» 
it.  If  more  than  this  is  meant ;  if  bv  this  geodefflfs 
mean,  "peaceably  if  we  can.  forcioly  ifwemi^' 
I  would  remind  ^ntlemen  that  there  isonesacrei 
invariable,  endnrinff  principle  of  our  GorerDO^^ 
which  no  portion  oi  our  country  can  ever  rioli^ 
with  impunity,  and  that  is,  as  the  majority  ms^ 
govern,  their  decision  must  prevail,  and  the  si* 
nority  mast  submit.  Why,  sir,  as  wdl  mifffc^  ^ 
county  of  Suffolk,  upon  tne  extreme  end  oTI/^ 
Island,  talk  of  rebelhng  against  the  Sttte  of  Nf* 
York,  or  determining  to  build  a  canal,  in  wbscs 
she  had  no  interest,  bot  to  which  it  isoblir^^ 
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contribute,  as  the  potton-^rowing  section  of  our 
country  oppose  the  authority  of  this  Government, 
because  the  bill  on  your  table,  if  adopted,  may 
limit,  in  some  measure,  their  cotton  market,  and 
add  an  inconsiderable  sum  to  the  expense  of  its 
production.     If  they  think  this  measure  wrong, 
gentlemen  may  talk  with  propriety  of  appealing 
to  the  sovereignty  of  the  people.    They  have  fuU 
scope  and  perfect  rieht  ta  6btain  that  sovereign 
majesty — to  do  what  ?  To  secede  from  the  Union; 
to  dissolve  this  Government?    No,  it  is  impossi- 
ble ;  but  simply  in  a  quiet,  pacific,  Constitutional 
"way,  to  change  the  Administration,  to  dismiss 
their  public  servants,  and  substitute  others  more 
honest,  or  more  intelligent,  who  will  understand 
and  consult  their  interests  better. 

Thus  prepared,  sir,  as  to  my  feelings,  and  the 
extent  and  nature  of  my  duties,  I  come  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  general  principles  of  the  bill  Upon 
your  table. 

I  propose  to  inquire,  sir,  if  there  be  any  evils 
under  the  pressure  of  which  this  nation  suffers.   Is 
full  employment  provided  by  the  nature  and  dis- 
tribution of  our  occupations  for  every  class  of 
community  1  Do  none  stand  idle,  because  no  man 
hireth  them?    Does  not  the  agriculture  of  the 
countrv  languish,  and  the  laborer  stand  still,  be- 
cause, oeyond  the  supply  of  food  for  his  own  fam- 
ily, his  produce  perishes  on  his  hands,  or  his  fields 
lie  waste  and  fallow,  and  this  because  his  accus- 
tomed market  is  closed  against  him  ?    It  does,  sir. 
From  everv  section  of  this  extended  country  we 
hear  complaints  of  poverty  and  individual  distress. 
From  the  North,  and  from  the  East,  and  from  the 
West- — in  all  directions,  sir,  but  from  the  cotton* 
growing  sections — hundreds  of  petitions  and  me- 
morials have  reached  us,  pouring  forth  the  loud 
voice  of  supplication  and  prayer  for  some  meas- 
ures of  protection  and  relief.     These  have  pro- 
ceeded from  the  yeomanry  of  our  country,  from 
the  industrious  mechanic,  from  the  farmer  ks  well 
as  from  the  manufacturer.    And  will  j^entlemen 
suppose  that  these  complaints  are  feigned  and 
causeless  ?  Our  own  personal  knowledge  excludes 
the  supposition.    Let  each  member  of  this  com- 
mittee take  the  circuit  of  his  district,  (excepting 
always  the  highly  favored  commercial  and  cotton- 
growing  districts,)  and  inquire  individually  of  his 
agricultural    and  manufacturing  constituents — 
Sir,  are  you  clear  of  debt,  and  if  not,  have  you 
the  ready  means  of  payment  ?    Have  vou  a  ready 
market  for  all  the  surplus  produce  ot  your  farm 
to  the  utmost  ability  of  your  farm  to  ptodnce  by 
the  labor  you  can  command  ?    Do  you  keep  as 
many  sheep  as  your  farm  can  sustain,  and  can 
you  sell  the  wool  they  produce  ?    Is  your  farm 
adapted  to  the  culture  of  flax  and  hemp;  and,  if 
so,  where  can  you  find  a  market  ?    The  answers 
these  several  questions  will  receive,  would  show 
the  accumulated  and  various  distresses  of  his  con- 
stituents.   There  is,  sir,  multiplied  and  deep  dis- 
tress in  this  country.  We  are  not  in  that  prosper- 
ous and  happy  condition  that  some  gentlemen 
would  feign  persuade  us  to  believe.    This  distress 
presses  harder  upon  the  farmer  and  manufacturer,  I 
know,  sir,  than  upon  any  other  class  of  our  fellow 
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citizens.  The  reason  is  obvious.  While  the  mer- 
chant was  growing  rich  in  the  exchange  of  his 
importations,  for  the  farmer's  produce,  during 
what  may  be  termed  emphatically  "  the  golden 
days  of  commercial  prosperity,"  the  farmer  was 
consuming  these  importations  to  the  extent  of  his 
ability  to  purchase.  He  did  not  even  then  become 
rich.  When  all  his  produce  commanded  an  un- 
exampled price  and  a  quick-  sale,  the  merchant 
turned  the  exchange  more  to  his  own  advantage 
than  to  the  farmer's,  by  paying  the  price  of  the 
purchase  of  the  produce  by  importea  articles  of 
consumption.  -  While  this  extraordinary  demand 
for  the  productions  of  our  soil  continued,  a  cor- 
responding activity  in  our  agricultural  pursuits 
was  excited,  and  a  kindly  soil  rewarding  the  labors 
of  the  farmer  with  abundant  crops,  enabled  him 
to  sustain,  for  the  time,  habits  of  expense  and  in- 
dulgence  to  which  he  had  not  been  accustomed. 
But  this  day  of  unclouded  prosperity  was  soon  to 
be  overcast.  The  years  of  plenty  were  soon  to 
be  succeeded  by  years  of  dearth  and  famine.  The 
European  markets  were  closed  against  the  articles 
of  food  with  which  our  farmers  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  supply  them ;  and  thus  they  were  sud- 
denly deprived  of  the  means  of  satisfying  an  una- 
bated demand  for  foreien  manufactures.  We 
suddenly  discovered  the  dielective  organization  of 
our  community.  We  now  found  ourselves  a  nation 
of  mere  farmers  and  merchants ;  producing  our 
own  food,  to  be  sure,  but  dependent  on  the  merchant 
for  our  clothing  to  a  vast  amount,  together  with 
almost  every  article  of  domestic  convenience, 
without  the  adequate  means  of  purchasing  them. 
Foreign  nations  no  longer  stood  in  need  of  our 
food ;  they  produced  a  sufficiency  for  their  own 
use.  But  we  needed  their  maoufactures,  and  could 
not  supply  them  ourselves.  This  showed  at  once 
a  defective  distribution  of  the  labor  of  the  com- 
munity. We  were  incapable  of  satisfying  our 
own  wants  from  our  own  resources.  Clothing 
and  domestic  utensils  are  as  necessary  as  food, 
and  we  can  supply  but  one ;  and  that  one  we  can 
supply  to  ten  times  the  amount  ^f  the  demand. 

It  may  be  useful  to  take  a  brief  retrospect  of 
the  causes  and  policy  which  have  led  to  this  re- 
sult— ^to  this  imperfect  organization  of  our  popu- 
lation in  the  distribution  of  labor. 

Necessity  made  our  forefathers,  in  their  first 
settlement  on  this  continent,  mere  farmers.  The 
forest  must  be  felled,  and  the  fields  opened  to  the 
eenial  warmth  of  the  sun,  and  the  soil  prepared 
for  the  reception  of  seed.  Food  could  be  produced 
here ;  but  clothing  and  all  imj^ements  of  husband- 
ry and  household  furniture  must  be  brought  from 
home.  With  a  clear-sightedness  which  has  al- 
ways distinguished  the  English  merchant,  in  pro- 
vidms  for  his  own  interest,  the  English  nation 
and  Government  saw  at  once  a  new  source  of 
employment  and  profit  in  this  new  intercourse. 
Her  own  trade  and  manufactures  would  eventu- 
ally be  powerfully  sustained  by  the  young  colo- 
nies. In  due  time,  as  they  advanced  in  popula-* 
tion,  and  expanded  in  extent,  and  manifested  a 
disposition  to  fabricate  for  themselves  some  arti- 
cles of  the  first  necessity  and  the  simplest  work- 


1635 


HISTOET  OF  CONGfiESS. 


1636 


H.  ofR. 


JU  TaHf  BUL 


FfiBMABT,  1824. 


msDship,  Bngland  interposed  the  authority  of  her 
laws  to  stop  the  process ;  and  this  interdiction  of 
our  fathers^  manufactures  constituted  a  prominent 
part  ot  the  bill  of  grievances  and  complaints 
which  was  so  repeat^ly  presented  to  the  British 
Parliament,  and  laid  before  the  English  throne. 
Our  great  Franklin,  sir,  in  embodying  some  gene- 
ral principles  of  pacification  between  the  colonies 
and  the  mother  country,  immediately  preceding 
the  Revolution^  which  were  to  be  submitted  to 
some  agents  of  the  British  Ministry,  insisted, 
among  other  things,  upon  abolishing  these  restric- 
tions upon  our  manufactures.  But  he  was  told 
that  this* system  of  restriction  was  a  favorite  idea 
with  the  Ministry,  and  could  not  be  abandoned. 
We  have  reason  te  thank  God,  sir,  that  England 
had  not  then  become  as  wise  as  experience  has 
now  made  her ;  that  she  had  not  then  discovered 
that  the  best  way  to  secure  from  comj>etition  a 
market  for  her  manufactures,  was  to  keep  it  always 
full;  and  if  she  saw  a  manufacturing  establish- 
ment rising  any  where,  to  smother  it  by  a  mass  of 
manufactures  of  the  same  kind  around  it.  She 
had  not  then  discovered  that  the  best  way  to  bind 
a  sturdy  and  stubborn  victim,  was  not  to  coerce 
and  drive,  but  to.  administer  an  opiate,  and  then 
exhaust,  by  bleeding.  Had  she  known  then  as 
much  as  she  does  now,  it  is  much  to  be  fciired, 
that  even  the  virtues  of  our  fathers  would  not  have 
been  proof  against  her  subtleties.  But,  through 
her  blindness,  and  those  virtues,  under  the  Cloud 
afid  the  Pillar  of  Fire,  our  fathers  entered  the  pro- 
mised land  of  freedom.  They  have  left  us  a  rich 
inheritance,  and  sealed  their  testament  with  their 
blood.  But,  sir.  the  close  of  the  Revolution  found 
us  what  the  policy  of  England  had  made  us — a 
nation  of  farmers  and  merchants,  destitute  of  all 
but  the  simple,  plain  household  manufactures. 
Our  merchants  were  congregated  in  the  seaports, 
upon  the  seaboard,  and  our  farmers  thinly  scat- 
tered over  a  wide  expanse  of  country,  habitually 
looking  to  the  seaports  for  a  supply  of  such  things 
ua  they  needed,  and  could  not  make.  The  Rev- 
olution threw  all  our  commerce  into  the  hands  of 
the  merchants,  and  the  force  of  habit  and  imme- 
diate interest,  induced  them  to  seize,  with  aviditv, 
the  ^den  prize.  Without  regard  to  policy  at  all, 
we  immediatelv  pursued  the  path  marked  out  for 
us  by  England,  and  took  up  the  business  from 
which  we  had  just  driven  her,  and  eagerly  im- 
ported her  manufactures.  Our  Government,. too, 
anxious  to  follow  English  precedent,  resorted  at 
once  to  this  importation,  as  a  source  of  revenue. 
Thus  far  we  had  gained  the  inestimable  privilege 
of  governing  ourselves,  to  be  sure,  and  ol  taxing, 
for  our  own  use,  to  a  tenfold  amount,  what  Eng* 
land  had  designed  for  hers ;  but  the  commercial 
system  which  England  had  adopted,  to  make  us 
tributary  to  her  wealth,  we  still  practised.  'We 
bought  her  manufactures,  consumed  them,  and 
were  comfortable;  but  did  not  become  rich. 

But  England's  wealth  increased.  Ail  the  evils 
and  defects  of  our  system  had  not  had  time  to 
develope  themselves,  before  an  event  occurred, 
which  seemed  to  make  our  errors  appear  the  better 
reason ;  and,  at  all  events,  served  to  conceal,  du- 


ring its  exhibition,  the  tendency  of  our  policr,  oi 
rather  want  of  policy.  A  twenty  years^  var  in 
Europe,  which  drew  into  the  vortex  all  its  Tahne 
nations,  made  our  merchants  the  carrias  of  i 
large  portion  of  the  world,  and  our  famxn  tl^ 
feeders  of  immense  belligerent  armies.  An  qui- 
am  pled  activity  and  increase  in  our  coidomik 
followed — our  agriculture  extended  itself,  gi«v. 
and  flourished.  An  unprecedented  demand  gire 
the  farmer  an  extraordinary  price  for  hisprodBce. 
and  authorized,  as  he  supposed,  the  iadulgeDKof 
habits  of  unusual  expense.  During  the  operatioc 
of  these  causes,  imports  kept  pace  with  exports 
and  consumption  with  both;  and,  thoogh  ik 
nation  grew  and  expanded  on  all  sides,  it  was  a 
subject  of  wonder  that  the  country  did  not  becoae 
rich.  If  any  wealth  was  retained  in  oor  ow& 
country,  it  was  collected  in  our  cities  and  in  \k 
bands  of  our  merchants^  who,  as  the  commos 
agents  of  both  producer  and  consumer,  in  a* 
changing  their  respective  commodities,  had  oat- 
aged  to  keep  a  comfortable  profit  in  their  ovi 
hands,  with  which  thev  not  only  sustained  tbea- 
selves  in  a  princely  style  of  living,  and  set  ptrat- 
cious  examples  of  expensive  extravagance  to  v» 
community,  which  all  were  swift  to  follow,  W 
they  built  houses,  and  enlarged  our  cities  to  a  sue 
immensely  disproportioned  to  the  population  of 
our  country,  and  multiplied  their  ships,  also,  as 
the  vehicles  of  exportation  of  our  produce  aad 
importation  of  articK&of  luxury  and  consompudB. 
To  vend  these,  country  merchants'  stores  were 
suddenly  erected  in  every  nook  and  corner,  a: 
every  turn  of  every  road,  and  thickly  crowded  ii 
all  our  villages.  The  farmer  even  converted  bk 
parlor  into  a  merchant's  store,  and  dismissed  h^ 
son  from  following  the  plough,  to  waiting  oa  ii^ 
customers  behind  the  counter.  The  *^  mercaBtik 
business^"  as  it  was  called,  was  perceived  t«  be 
the  road  to  wealth,  and  at  once  to  furnish  ik 
means  of  comparative  ease  and  genteel  living.  i« 
became  a  most  desirable  thing  to  exchange  tbe 
rough  and  humble  habits  and  coarse  living  of  t^ 
farmer  for  the  comely,  the  genteel,  and  tastef^ 
life  of  the  merchant.  The  rush  was  simultaneoa& 
I  believe,  throughout  the  country.  Few  had  ik 
steadiness  to  resist  this  delirium ;  our  GSovemmeti 
caught,  in  common,  the  giddy  spirit  of  the  dar- 
and  stood  rejoici  og  a  t  the  rich  display  of  foreign  fab- 
rics, and  tlie  thoughtless  eagerness  with  whiek  ik 
people  purchased  them — our  Treasury  was  £ikd. 
and  their  constituents  did  not  know  they  weretaxec. 
This  tendency  to  commercial  pursuits  became,  wfaai 
may  be  termaed,  emphatically  a  rage^  It  was  cos- 
mercial  madness  and  inlatuation;  and,  erec 
while  the  means  of  indulgence  were  furnished  Ik 
an  extraordinary  foreign  demand  for  our  prodaec 
numerous  cases  of  aggravated  individual  disiresn 
were  produced.  In  the  mean  tine,  commercial 
wants,  commercial  cupidity,  and  conunercial  skill 
devised  a  scheme  auxiliary  to  their  system  <A 
traffic  and  exchange,  which  would  facilitate  thev 
operation,  and  more  than  quadruple  their  meair. 
Banks  were  generally  introduced,  and  almost  a- 
finitely  multiplied.  These  are  creatoies  which  I 
so  heartily  detest,  that  1  can  hardly  find  lango^ 
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to  eharaeterize  them.  They  are  the  eDgines  of 
legalized  fread  upon  the  eomRmnity — they  are  an 
authority  to  coin  a  fictitious,  uasolid,  unreal,  spu- 
rious currency,  as  a  substitute  for  the  real  and  le- 
gitimate ;  by  which  nieai^s-the  legitimate  is  drawn 
from  circulation,  and,  in  pursuance  of  our  com- 
mercial system,  sent  abroad  to  buy  articles  of  con- 
sumption. They  are  the  medium  by  which  the 
solid  coin  and  substantial  property  of  the  farmer 
has  been,  and  is  obtained  for  nothing,  nay,  worse 
than  nothing;  for  a  promise  whicn  cannot  be 
performed,  is  worse  than  nothing.  Will  it  be  said 
that  this  is  tmjostly  severe?  Let  these  promises, 
in  the  shape  of  bank  bills,  be  enforced  at  once, 
and  who  will  say  that  they  can  be  performed — 
that  they  will  not  be  broken  to  the  amount  of 
many  millions  ?  They  have  been  broken  to  the 
amount  of  many  millions  already,  and  so  far  op- 
erated as  a  sudden  unexpected  tax  upon  the  un- 
fortmiate  community,  where  this  shadowy,  unreal. 
airy  image  of  the  bank,  in  the  shape  of  a  fanciful 
figure,  called  credit,  stood,  and  the  vision  having 
vanished  into  thin  air,  the  community  found  them- 
selves unexpectedly  overwhelmed  in  broad  and 
deep  distress.  These  banks,  sir,  add  nothic^  to 
the  wealth  of  a  country — not  one  cent.  They 
are  mere  promises,  false  and  hollow  all.  They 
serve  the  makers,  the  stockholders  I  mean,  for 
cash,  so  long  as  they  Rte  not  enforced.  But  the 
deception  is  practised  in  the  issuing.  They  are 
exchanged  at  once  for  the  solid  valuable  property 
of  the  farmer,  and  the  merchant  acquires  what 
the  farmer  loses,  and  the  merchant  is  so  far  en- 
riched! If  the  bubble  bursts  in  the  farmer's  hands, 
the  farmer  feels  the  loss;  if  it  goes  into  circula- 
tion, the  wound  is  inflicted  wherever  it  explodes. 
It  would  be  a  curious  fact,  and  one  which  I  think 
Government  should  know,  the  excess  of  bills  in 
circulation  over  the  deposites  of  specie  in  the 
vaults.  In  just  so  much  is  our  seeming  prosperity 
unreal.  To  nearly  that  amount,  in  addition  to 
what  we  owe,  have  we  consumed  beyond  our 
means.  To  nearly  that  amount  has  specie  been 
exported  from  the  coantry,  wbieh  would  other- 
wise have  remained  here.  In  just  so  much  the 
cities  owe  the  coubtrv,  and  nave  drained  the 
country  of  solid  wealth,  and  amassed  it  in  our 
cities.  Money  is  the  representative  of  property, 
but  bank  bills  are  the  shadow  of  that  representa- 
tive ;  adopt  the  shadow,  and  the  substance  is  gone. 
I  should  not  have  been  led  to  remark  upon  this 
subject,  but  for  the  powerful  aid  banks  nave  af- 
ibrded  commerce  in  the  great  process  of  depletion, 
which  has  terminated  almost  in  the  debility  of 
exhaustion.  They  have  contributed  to  blind  the 
nation  to  its  real  situation,  and  to  build  up,  at  the 
expense  of  the  country,  a  splendid  commercial  es- 
tablishment, and  have  conspired  at  the  same  time 
with  that  commerce,  to  encourage  and  fix  our  ex- 
travagant and '  expensive  habits,  which  have 
finally  paralyzed  our  industry,  exhausted  our  re- 
sources, and  left  us  deeply  in  debt. 

While  the  years  of  plenty  continued,  it  was  or- 
thodox to  believe,  aud  many  still  believe,  that 

bunks  were  a  fruitful  source  of  blessings  to  the. , 

coantry,  and  served  to  display  our  commerce  in  I  tribute  most  to  the  ruin  of  our  country.    These 


the  goldenr  beams  of  wealth  and  |lory.  But,  the 
day  of  commercial  joy  and  rejoicing  was  soon  to 
be  succeeded  by  a  day  of  seriousness  and  sober  re- 
pentance. A  day  of  retribution  was  preparing 
lOr  a  thoughtless  people  and  a  thoughtless  Govern- 
ment. But  the  process  of  correction  was  gentle 
and  merciful.  It  carried  blessinfi:s  along  with  it. 
Interruptions  to  6ur  carrying  trade,  by  conflicting 
belligerent  orders,  and  the  ensuing  commercial 
embarrassments,  checked  a  little  the  flood  of  im- 
portations, and  the  exportation  of  our  means  of 
living  and  defence.  These  were  followed  by  our 
own  etnbargoes,  which  reduced  still  more  the 
mass  of   importations,  and  restrained  our   ex- 

rrts.  Individual  and  national  distress  ensued, 
know;  but  it  was  salutary,  and  prepared  us, 
step  by  step,  and  by  slow  degrees,  for  the  event 
which  followed.  Peace  eame  in  Europe^nd  shut 
out  our  exports,  and  found  us  in  war  with  England, 
which  almost  cut  oflT  our  imports.  The  shock 
was  violent,  and,  had  we  not  been  armed  by  a 
little  preparatory  sufiering,  might  have  been  fatal. 
Now  we  felt  the  defective  organization  of  our 
system.  Now  we  saw  the  imperfect  distribution 
and  classification  of  labor.  We  now  experienced 
the  Hewed  effects  of  permitting  trade  to  regulate 
itself ;  that  is,  of  permitting  merchants  to  regu- 
late every  thing.  We  now  felt  how  comfortable  it 
was  to  have  plenty  of  food,  but  no  clothing ;  and 
we  were  satisfied  that  it  would  have  been  quite  as 
wise  to  have  detached  a  portion  of  our  labor  from 
the  {lursuits  of  agriculture,  and  put  it  to  the  cloth- 
making  business,  and  other  branches  of  manufac- 
tures. But  suddenly,  and  as  if  by  magic,  manu- 
facturing establishments  arose  all  over  the  country, 
and  the  native  skill,  energy,  and  enterprise  of  our 
citizens  were  never  more  conspicuously  displayed 
than  by  the  sudden  and  unexpected  supply  of  va- 
rious matiufactured  articles,  to  nearly  the  extent 
of  our  wants.  Flocks  of  sheep  were  quickly  mul- 
tiplied and  enlarged,  and  a  tolerable  supply  of 
wool  was  furnished.  The  farmer  found  a  new 
branch  of  industry  pointed  out  to  him,  requiring 
less  labor,  and  producing  more  profit.  His  accus- 
tomed productions  for  food  found  a  new  market, 
a  ready  sale,  and  a  liberal  price.  The  farmer's 
prosperity  was  really  greater  than  it  had  been  in 
the  days  of  conmierciai  prosperity.  His  expenses 
Were  retrenched  and  his  profits  increased,  and  he 
began  to  emerge  from  debt.  Could  the  war  hare 
been  continued,  unattended  by  any  consequence 
but  that  of  shutting  out  foreign  importations,  it 
would  have  been  a  national  blessing  compared 
with  the  consequences  which  followed  its  conclu- 
sion. The  experience  of  three  years  was  thrown 
away  upon  our  (Government ;  tne  wisdom  which 
the  war  was  calculated  to  teach  seemed  to  l)e  lost 
in  exultation  at  its  glorious  termination.  Our 
ports  were  opened  to  the  overwhelming  inunda- 
tions of  foreign  goods,  and  our  own  merchants 
vied  with  our  recent  enemies  in  the  extraordinary 
activity  with  which  they  swelled  the  tide  of  im- 
portation. They  now  engaged  in  (to  us)  the  un- 
profitable contest,  not  of  seeing  which  could  do 
each  other  the  most  harm,  but  which  could  con- 


16S9 


HISTORY  OF  CONGBESS. 


1640 


H.  OP  R. 


Th€  Tariff  Bill 


Fbbkdabt,  18^ 


efforts  were  most  successful.  In  one  short  year,  a 
supply  of  foreigQ  goods  for  several,  were  crowded 
into  our  markets,  cheap  as  dirt,  of  a  handsome 
exterior  and  specious  finuh.  By  the  machinery 
of  auction  sales,  these  goods  were  driven  into  the 
country  for  such  price  as  they  would  fetch ;  and 
a  cordon  of  merchants'  stores,  at  convenient  dis- 
tances, and  remarkably  near  each  other,  were  im- 
mediately replenished  to  overflowing  with  these 
fresh  goods,  on  every  road  leading  from  our  com- 
mercial depots  to  the  most  extreme  verge  of  our 
country. 

The  European  ports  remained  closed  against 
our  provisions.  Our  produce,  then,  could  not  be 
received  in  exchange  for  these  goods.  But  our 
merchants  very  kindly  offered  to  sell  them  to  us 
on  a  credit  of  six,  nine,  or  twelve  months,  to  give 
us  time  to  turn  ourselves,  as  the  phrase  is,  and  pay 
the  cash.  Thus  these  country  stores  operated  as 
secretory  vessels,  or  glands,  for  the  collection  of 
the  small  and  minute  particles  of  wealth  in  the 
country ;  and,  when  collected  in  sufl&cient  quan- 
tities, it  was  hastened  away — to  New  York,  for  in- 
stance, a  kind  of  common  reservoir  of  the  wealth 
of  that  section  of  country  ;  from  whence,  in  due 
time,  and  through  various  channels,  and  by  vari- 
ous means,  it  finds  its  way  to  England,  the  great 
reservoir  of  the  wealth  of  nations,  and  in  com- 
parison with  which.  New  York  is  but  a  country 
merchant*s  store.  Our  manufacturing  establisn- 
ments  were  as  suddenly  consumed  as  though  they 
had  been  smitten  by  the  bolt  of  Heaven.  The 
manufacturers  were  turned  adrift  to  seek  a  scanty 
subsistence  by  such  employments  as  they  could  cas- 
ually find,  and  to  relieve  themselves  from  the  press- 
ure of  debts  by  our  numerous  insolvent  laws.  The 
farmer's  wool  remained  on  hand  for  want  of  a 
market,  and  his  flocks  of  sheep  became  mere 
cumberers  of  his  ground.  Thousands  were  kill- 
ed by  him,  aod^  after  trying  up  the  carcase  for 
tallow,  the  offals  and  scraps  were  fed  out  to 
his  ho^s.  While  this  process  of  waste  and  de- 
vastation was  going  on,  the  provision  market  was 
depressed  also.  There  was  little  demand  for  the 
farmer's  provisions — ^for  his  beef,  pork,  and  wheat. 
The  price  was  greatly  reduced.  But  the  habits  of 
the  farmer  and  nis  family  were  formed  and  suited 
to  better  times;  the  customs,  taste,  and  fashions, 
of  the  country  and  his  immediate  neighbors,  im- 
posed a  kind  of  moral  necessity  upon  him  to  mea- 
sure his  expenses  by  theirs,  not  by  his  means.  His 
expenses  were  greater  than  his  income.  The  con- 
sequences were  inevitable.  His  cash  was  first  ex<- 
hausted,  and  next  the  produce  of  his  farm,  his 
credit  next,  and  (by  a  mortgage)  next  the  farm 
itself.  The  expenses  which  produced  the  mort- 
gage prevent  the  redemption ;  the  farm  is  sold  to 
pay  for  foreign  goods,  and  the  merchant  becomes 
the  purchaser.  This  is  no  unreal  picture,  which 
has  no  original  in  nature.  I  have  myself  drawn 
it  from  what  1  have  seen  and  know,  and  many 
honorable  gentlemen,  I  presume,  will  recognise  in 
this  a  resemblance  to  scenes  which  they  them- 
selves have  witnessed.  A  rigid  economy  and  a 
stoical  indifference  to  fashion  might,  perhaps,  sup- 
ply enough  of  discretion  to  prevent  theee  eviU, 


But  who  is  proof  against  the  force  of  fa8bioii,tAi 
who  so  hardy  as  to  resist  her  laws?  These  laws 
are  enacted  by  chambers  of  commerce.  Oar 
fashions  are  all  commercial,  of  foreign  importa- 
tion, and  of  recent  adoption.  Within  my  oeifi- 
ory,  we  are  not  the  same  people.  Our  costoos, 
habits,  dress,  and  mode  of  living,  are  estirdy 
changed,  from  the  plain  agricultural  simfiiiciiy 
of  our  fathers  to  commercial  el^^ce  and  a- 
travagance. 

In  addition  to  this  commercial  fashion,  sooe 
other  things  have  conspired  to  ruin  the  brma, 
and  the  farming  interest,  growing  outof  ooroTo* 
trading  character.  From  the  frequent  fsiliie  d 
country  merchants,  who  bad  entered  into  tra^ 
without  experience  or  capital,  and  the  heavy  losse 
incurred  thereby,  the  city  m^chants  became  wiie 
and  cautious,  and  when  they  found  a  coaunt 
merchant  begin  to  grow  slack  and  fail  in  pootioil 
payment,  he  was  and  is  required  to  give  his  sole, 
payable  at  the  bank,  endorsed  by  some  ot  bs 
country  friends;  and,  as  farmers  are  generaUy^ 
ffood  credit  to  something  like  the  value  of  tkdi 
farms,  they  were  generally  preferred  for  endorsee. 
At  all  eventSi  the  instances  are  nnmeroosin  wbicfc 
the  farmer  has  been  invited  to  lend  his  credit  to 
his  trading  neighbor;  and,  being  habitually  eoi- 
fiding,  honest  himself,  and  not  doubting  tliat  i 
merchant  must  be  so,  a  request  of  this  kind  his 
seldom  been  refused.  In  many  thousand  iostances) 
perhaps,  in  many  I  know,  the  failure  of  the  oe- 
chant  has  produced  multiplied  distress  and  wide- 
spread ruin  to  the  farmer,  and  to  many  farmm. 
The  loss  of  money  and  the  loss  of  farms  hare  \x& 
the  result.  Here,  too,  the  money  and  the  fans 
have  gone  to  pay  for  foreign  g^oods.  They  bare 
been  brought  into  the  country,  sold,  and  ooosoow^. 
This  is  one  item  in  the  excesa  of  oonsompuoa 
over  the  ability  to  purchase  and  pay,  and  i^  oie 
among  the  numerous  expedients  of  commercial 
ingenuity  to  drain  the  country,  and  draw  lii 
things  to  the  centre.  Banks,  we  have  seen,  ka^e 
the  same  ten  dene  v;  and  when  they  fail,  as  iJkt 
frequently  do,  the  loss  to  the  amount  of  thousaads, 
and  sometimes  millions,  falls  heavy  on  the  farm- 
ing interest,  drawing  ruin  after  it.  Thus  tk 
farming  interest  has  ^n  severely  taxed  by  tjadiog 
with  merchants,  and  through  the  medium  of  w»- 
chants'  banks.  They  have  sustained  heavy loaes 
by  the  failure  of  merchants,  bv  becoming  s^c^^ 
ties  for  merchants,  and  by  the  failure  of  iser- 
chanu'  banks.  These,  connected  with  the  ei- 
travagant  fashions,  and  expensive  habits  of  liriBf^ 
introduced  by  the  pernicious  examples  of  tbeno^ 
chant,  have  well  aigh  ruined  the  wrming  inieie^ 
and  sunk  it  in  deep  distress.  All  these  are  s> 
many  ways  and  means  by  which  the  fruits  of  ibe 
toil  and  industry  of  the  country  have  beea  takn 
from  agriculture  and  conceo^ted  in  oar  cities- 
This  is  surely  wrong.  This  is  an  uafaealtby  a^ 
tion.  In  the  economy  of  animal  life,  a  bealuiy 
action  tends  to  the  surface.  Change  the  di^e^ 
tion,  and  the  animal  dies.  Thus  the  body  police 
of  this  great  community  has  become  iiftsd- 
Exhaustion,  debility,  and  decay,  are  visiblejB 
the  extremes.    We  are  ia  no  condition  to  sBjipty 


1641 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1642 


Fbbbuart,  1824. 


The  Tariff  BiU. 


H.  or  R. 


more  tb&D  half  our  own  wants,  I  undertake  to 
declare,  and,  so  far  as  my  personal  knowledge 
extends,  can  prore,  that  individual  distress  in  the 
farming  and  inanufacturin|f  interest  was  nerer 
so  muitifbrm  and  great  as  it  is  now.  There  is 
one  exception — the  cotton  growers  and  cotton 
manufacturers.  They  are  protected,  and  have  a 
market. 

But,  sav  the  gentlemen,  ^^  let  trade  regulate  it- 
self;  if  there  to  an  evil  it  will  cure  itself.  Let 
the  merchant  regulate  trade,  he  will  cure  the 
evil."  He  will  cure  the  evil  as  death  cures  disease. 
Nothing  but  perfect  exhaustion  and  motionless  de- 
bility will  stop  the  career  of  the  merchant,  and 
then  of  what  use  is  a  remedy  ?  When  gentlemen 
speak  in  this  way  they  forget  the  well  known  prin- 
ciples of  human  nature ;  the  force  of  habit,  the 
strength  of  fashion,  the  selfishness  of  present  in- 
terest in  some,  and,  as  to  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures, the  necessity  of  a  market.  And  what  power 
on  earth  can  make  this  market  but  Government  ? 
Our  merchants  will  not  make  it ;  for  then  they 
must  stop  trade.  They  will  not  become  manufac- 
turers, for  that  would  injure  trade;  and  there  is  no 
market.  They  will  not  lend  their  capital  to  manu- 
facturers, for  that  would  injure  trade.  They  Ivill  not 
^et  examples  of  frugality  and  economy  to  the  na- 


turer  to  work  it  into  cloth ;  and  the  English  far- 
mers to  feed  him.  Thus,  every  yard  of  English 
broadcloth  contains  in  it  more  or  less  of  English 
wool,  English  beef  and  pork,  and  English  N'ead 
stuffs. 

This  drives  from  our  own  markets  just  so  much 
of  our  own  farmers'  produce,  of  the  same  kind, 
and  from  employment,  also,  our  own  mechanics 
and  machinery,  to  the  same  amount;  and  this 
amount  is  immense.  Can  any  one  shut  his  eyes 
to  the  paralyzing,  deadly  consequences  of  this  sys- 
tem to  our  rarmers?  Mr.  Chairman,  the  question 
is  not  whether  we  shall  have  these  manufactures 
or  not.  We  must  have  them.  They  are  neces- 
sary to  our  habits,  our  convenience,  and  comfort. 
The  question  is  not  whether  we  shall  have  me- 
chanics and  artisans,  or  not ;  that  is,  whether  we 
shall  employ  them  or  not.  We  must  employ 
them.  We  do '  employ  them.  We  employ  more 
than  any  other  nation  on  earth,  of  the  same  wealth 
and  population ;  and  we  consume  more  of  their 
fabrics  than  any  other  nation  on  earth,  of  the  same 
wealth  and  population.  But  the  question  is,  sir. 
where  shall  we  keep  our  mechanics  ?  Who  shall 
enjoy  the  profit  of  feeding  and  clothing  them,  and 
furnishing  them  with  the  wool,  the  iron,  the  hemp, 
and  the  Bax,  which  they  work  up,  and  we  buy 
tioD,  for  ^Aa<  would  Injure  trade.    But  suppose  our  I  and  consume?     "The  Enslish,"  say  the  mer- 


own  merchants  were  patriotic  enough  to  sacrifice 
some  present  interest  on  the  altar  of  their  country's 
good.  Could  they  effect  any  thing  without  tne 
aid  of  Government?  They  would  sacrifice  them- 
selves, but  not  cure  the  evil.  England  has  her 
merchants  here  already.  They  crowd  our  sea- 
ports. They  compete  with  our  own  merchants  in 
swelling  the  flood  of  importations  and  forcing 
their  merchandise  into  the  country.  Let  our  mer- 
chants retire,  and  their  places  would  bfe  instantly 
filled  with  English  merchants  through  every  sec- 
tion of  our  country.  You  find  them  now,  in  the 
shape  of  pedlars,  traversing  the  country  in  all  d^ 
rections,  vending  English  silks,  English  cambrics, 
and  English  cottons.  It  does  not  comport  with 
the  policy  of  England  to  permit  any  of  our  mar- 
kets to  become  empty ;  nor  of  our  own  merchants 
neither. 

It  is  most  obvious,  then,  that,  until  Qovernment 
shall  interpose  efl&ciently,  we  shall  continue  as 
we  have  done  to  trade  and  to  buy ;  to  import  and 
consume.  It  encourages  commerce,  and  we  must 
buy  ;  it  fills  the  Treasury,  and  we  must  buy;  it 
sustains  the  Navy,  and  we  mutt  buy ;  it  makes  a 
market  for  ootton,  and  we  must  buy.  And  now, 
sir,  to  see  the  effect  of  this  upon  the  former,  let  us 
see  for  a  moment  what  we  buy.  We  buy  foreign 
earth,  in  the  shape  of  Swedish  and  Russian  ore ; 
we  hire  the  Russian  boor  to  dig  and  smelt  it,  and 
the  Russian  farmer  to  feed  him  during  these  ope- 
rations; while  our  own  mountains  contain  am 
exhaostless  supply  of  iron ;  we  have  the  laborers 
to  dig  it  and  snaps  it  to  our  use,  who  are  now  poor 
and  idle  for  the  want  of  employment ;  and  a  host 
of  farmers  whose  coffers  would  be  replenished  by 
feeding  and  clothing  these  miners  and  artisans 

during  their  labors.  Again,  we  buy  English  wool  ■  luv^^.    j^  .^i^  v.m,  ..««  .««»^.«,  »««  ...«.«..  .^.j  «...««,» 
•of  the  English  fatmer,  hire  the  English  manofac-  i  its  operations,  and  the  young  may  feed  it  with  the 


chants,  and  cotton  planters.  It  is  best  to  buy  these 
things  of  the  English  and  the  Russian.    It  will  be 
of  no  use  to  your  farmers  to  furnish  these  things ; 
they  can  be  employed  in  clearing  land,  or  some- 
thing else.    Besides,  we  can  buy  cheaper  of  Eng- 
land ftnd  Russia  than  we  can  at  home,  and  they 
will  take  cotton  in  payment,  and  we  can  sell  more 
cotton ;  the  transportation  will  encourage  trade ; 
commerce  will  be  sustained,  and  our  Treasury  filled. 
Ah !  here  lies  the  mystery  of  this  contention.  Here 
is  the  explanation  of  our  opposite  views.  It  is  em- 
ployment, after  all,  that  we  are  all  in  search  of.  It 
IS  amarket  for  our  labor  and  our  produce,  which  we 
all  want,  and  all  contend  for.  "  Buy  foreign  {^ds. 
that  we  may  import,"  say  the  merchants;  it  will 
make  a  market  for  importations,  and  find  eim{^oy- 
raent  for  ourships.  Buy  English  manufactures,  say 
the  cotton  planters ;  England  will  takeoor  cotton  in 
exchange.  Thus,  the  merchant  and  the  cotton  plan- 
ter fully  appreciate  the  value  of  a  market  when 
they  find  their  own  encroached  upon.    The  farmer 
and  manufacturer  claim  to  participate  in  the  ben- 
efits of  a  market  for  their  laoor  and  produce ;  and 
hence  this  protracted  debate  and  struggle  of  con- 
tending interests.    It  is  a  contest  for  a  market  be- 
tween the  cotton  grower  and  merchant  on  one 
side,  and  the  farmer  and  manufacturer  on  the 
other.    That  the  manufacturer  would  furnish  this 
market  to  the  farmer,  admits  no  doubt.    The 
farmer  should  reciprocate  the  favor,  and  Govern- 
ment is  now  called  upon  to  render  this  market 
less  accessible  to  foreign  fabrics  for  the  mutual 
benefit  of  both.    By  the  establishment  of  manu- 
lactures,  machinery  is  extensively  introduced  and 
put  in  operation.    Machinery  is  the  means  by 
which  labor  multiplies  itself  an  hundred  ibid,  or 
I  more.    The  old,  the  feeble,  and  infirm,  may  direct 


1648 


HI8T0RT  or  GONGRSSS. 


1M4 


H.  OF  R. 


The  Tofiff  Bm. 


FXBBUAIT,  18^ 


raw  material.  Whereas  the  stoat  and  athletic 
alone  can  successfully  engage  in  agriculture. 
They  furnish  emplovment  to  a  very  numerous 
class,  who  could  not  be  employed  without  them, 
and  who  now,  in  fact,  find  none.  It  has  been  said 
that  machines  eat  nothings  and  from  this  it  has 
been  insisted  that  their  introduction  does  not  as- 
sist the  farmer.  They  eal  no  food,  indeed,  but 
they  eat,  or  rather  consume,  what  is  quite  as  im- 
portant to  the  farmer — ^his  wool,  his  flax,  and  his 
nemp,  and  that  in  a  ratio  an  hundred  fold  in- 
creased. This  consumption  makes  a  market  for 
these  articles,  a  large  and  liberal  market,  which 
we  seek  to  secure  to  ourselves  a^painst  an  almost 
exclusive  occupation  by  the  British.  Thiw  ma- 
chinery is  what  our  necessities  require.  We  need 
labor,  sir.  In  this  thinly  populated  country,  labor 
is 'what  we  want ;  not  for  the  production  of  food-^ 
of  that  we  have  alrea'dy  more  than  we  can  con- 
sume or  sell — ^but  for  the  supply  of  the  other  half 
or  three-fourths  of  our  wants — our  clothing,  and 
necessary  implements  of  trade,  of  husbandry,  and 
domes^c  use.  By  putting  machinery  in  motion, 
you  create,  as  it  were,  at  once  an  hundred  men, 
whom  you  set  at  work,  instead  of  one;  who  per- 
form an  hundred  times  more  than  that  one  possi- 
bly could.  This  is  nrecisely  what  our  circum- 
staaces  require.  England,  in  the  extensive  use  of 
machinery,  has  multiplied  her  power  an  hundred 
times  in  the  acquisition  of  wealth,  and  in  thesame 
proportion  has  an  advantage  over  us. 

This,  then,  is  the  remedy  we  propose,  sir,  for 
the  evils  which  we  sufier.  Place  the  mechanic 
by  the  side  of  the  farmer,  that  the  manufacturer 
who  makes  our  cloth  should  make  it  from  awr 
farmers'  wool,  flax,  hemp,  &c.,  and  be  fed  by  our 
farmers'  provisions.  Draw  forth  our  iron  from 
our  own  mountains,  and  we  shall  not  drain  our 
country  in  the  purchase  of  the  foreign.  It  is  most 
evident  that,  if  we  import  wool  and  iron,  we  drive 
just  so  much  of  our  own  iron  and  wool  from  our 
own  markets,,  and  it  ceases  to  be*  produced.  We 
should  keep  our  mechanics  and  manufoeturers 
here,  instead  of  England,  France, or  Russia;  and, 
I  may  say,  (what  would  seem  paradoxical,)  we 
should  keep  our  farmers  here,  too,  instead  of  in 
England,  France,  or  Russia.  How  many  farmers 
do  we  employ  in  those  countries,  sir,  tilhnff  their 
fliound,  growing  their  wool,  flax,  and  hemp? 
Many  thousands,  sir.  who  grow  rich  at  our  ex- 
pense, and  take  the  bread  from  the  mouths  of  our 
own'farmers,  by  taking  away  their  empbyment, 
in  taking  away  their  market. 

We  propose,  sir,  to  supply  our  own  wantA,  from 
our  own  resources,  by  the  means  which  Grod  and 
nature  have  placed  in  our  hands.  By  the  appli- 
cation of  our  own  powers,  our  own  labor,  to  our 
own  capabilities,  the  productive  powers  of  our 
o^n  soil,  and  our  own  mines. 

England  has  long  understood  and  practised  this 
policy.  For  many  hundred  years  she  has  acted 
upon  this  policy.  She  has  bought  nothing  she 
coidd  make  or  produce,  nor  permitted  her  people 
to  do  so.  But  she  has  always  had  something ; 
and  now  has  an  immense  quantity  of  almost  every  j 
thing  to  sell.    By  a  steady  prosecution  of  this  | 


policy,  for  centuries,  she  has  beeone  the  nou 

powerful  and  wealthy  nation  of  the  world  Her 
merchants  and  maoufaetorers,  and  her  isnsas, 
too,  are  the  princes  and  nobleaof  the  earth.  Hov 
came  she  so  rich  1  Her  wealth  has  not  all  spnng 
up  there.  Through  the  medium  of  her  ^^ne^ 
ture  and  nianuiaetures,  she  has  made  all  the  vt 
tions  of  this  globe  tributary  to  her ;  and  do  bsum 
has  sulnerved  her  purposes  so  steadily  and  pose- 
veringly  as  we  have. 

Suppose  England  had  parsaed  our  policy,  isd 
instead  of  manufacturing  ior  herself  and  the  woiU, 
had  bought  ef  Holland  and  Franoe,  and  deroied 
herself  exclusively  to  agriculture  ajwl  comniene. 
Will  anjr  gentleman  contend  that  shewouklhan 
been  half  so  powerfol  and  rich  ?  Bat,  why  shouU 
she  not  ?  She  has  a  fine  soU  and  climate,  won- 
derfuUy  adapted  to  agriculture,  superior  to  am, 
in  many  respects.  She  has,  at  this  momeDt,« 
large  quantity  of  land  uncultirated,  superior  lo 
much  that  we  cultivate.  If  we  should  pursue  ov 
present  system,  why  should  not  England  htve 
clone  so  ?  Because,  to  supnlfr  three-fourths  of  o« 
wants  by  buying,  is  not  the  war  for  a  oatiofi  t» 
become  rich.  She  should  sell  what  she  can :  bef 
only  what  she  must. 

Spain,  on  the  contrary^  furnishes  a  good  pfic- 
tical  exposition  of  the  hCei^ed  consequences  of  ov 
system.  For  nearly  four  centuries,  she  has  ooo- 
manded  ttie  silver  and  the  gold  oif  Mexico  u^ 
Peru.  The  rich  treasures  of  Potosi  have  bes 
poured,  with  a  liberal  profusioa,  iaio  her  lap.  Boi, 
has  she  grown  rich  ?  No.  She  became  able  te 
buy.  It  was  easy  to  satisfy  her  wanu  by  pcr- 
chase ;  her  gold  and  her  silver  went  through  he, 
simply  as  a  highway,  as  a  medium  of  pass^e, 
and  tarried  not  until  it  found  a  resting  place  a 
Eogli^.  England  furnished  the  snanunciarei) 
and  Spain  the  silver  and  fold  in  exchange.  £og* 
land  wrouffhty  and  was  diligent.  Spain  porchssd. 
and  was  idle.  England  ^rew  wealthy,  and  Spun 
grew  poor.  Her  populatipn  declined,  her  iodasor 
languished,  and  her  commerce  and  agriculuuv 
were  paralysed.  We,  too,  buy,  and  are  idle.  We^ 
toO|  buy,  and  are  poor.  Our  agriculture  laagdishes. 
and  our  commerce  is  on  the  decline. 

But,  sir,  we  need  not  look  abroad  ibr  examples 
to  prove  our  doctrine^  We  have  them,  oa  i 
smaller  scale,  to  be  sure,  at  home.  New  EogUad, 
sir,  is  a  partial  exception  to  our  general  piicf. 
SImc  has  recently  become  extensively  OMnofacts- 
ring ;  more  so  tnan  any  other  section  of  our  cova- 
try.  She  has  become,  and  is,  comparatively,  riei 
In  h^  intercourse  with  the  ot^er  States,  the  uu 
of  exchange  is  in  her  favor.  This  is  aoothff 
practical  i>roof  of  the  superior  wealth  growiof  oat 
of  the  suitable  distribution  of  labor  among  ^ 
various  employ  men  ts  necessary  to  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  civilized  man,  in  the  same  coa- 
raunity:  and  the  great  acquisition  ol  power,  ifi 
the  application  of  machinery.  The  Societies  ci 
Shakers,  sir,  in  our  country,  furnish  another  ei- 
ample  in  favor  of  our  doctrine.  These,  m^  are 
small  commonwealths  within  themselves.  Tfaer 
are  their  own  farmers,  their  own  mechanics,  ao<i 
their  ovn  merchants.    Their  agricaltnre  and  their 
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roanufoctures  are  their  leading  interests,  as  they 
should  be  every  where.  Their  merGhants  are  suh- 
iiiervient  to  those  interests,  and  are  employed  in 
selling  their  surplus  produce  and  manufactures, 
and  purchasing,  m  exchange,  such  things  as  they 
cannot  produce  or  make,  and  are  indispensable. 
By  prosecuting  this  system,  they  have  become  rich. 
No  societies  or  communities,  in  our  country,  of 
the  same  extent,  are  equally  independent. 

The  wealth  of  a  nation  is  produced  by  the  appli- 
cation of  its  labor  to  its  physical  means,  tor  the  sup- 
ply of  its  own  wants ;  in  the  resources  of  its  soil, 
its  mines,  its  lab(H',  its  ingenuity,  and  skill,  it  will 
find  competencv  and  independence.    In  the  proper 
application  of  labor  to  our  soil,  we  grow  wheat. 
In  the  same  application  of  our  labor,  in  a  fit  and 
suitable  way,  we  produce  wool,  hemp,  flax,  and 
cotton.    In  the  application  of  the  same  labor  to  a 
subject  equally  within  our  reach,  we  had  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  iron.    It  is  as  absurd  for  us  to  buy 
the  iron,  as  it  would  be  to  buy  the  wheat,  when 
inexhaustible  supplies  of  both  lie  dormant  in  our 
mountains  and  our  soil,  and  need  but  the  labor 
and  industry  of  man  to  call  them  forth,  and  fit 
them  for  his  use.    It  is  better  for  us,  sir,  to  have 
our  iron  where  it  is,  embowelled  in  the  earth,  than 
to  have  it  thrown,  already  wrought,  gratuitously 
upon  our  seaboard.    For  then,  our  wants  would 
be  supplied  without  exertion ;  and  the  very  process 
of  separating  the  iron  from  the  ore,  and  oigging 
it  from  the  earth,  employs  a  multitude  of  hands, 
who  will  enrich  the  farmer  by  consuming  his 
produce.    It  is  the  business  of  a  wise  Grovernment 
to  fi,nd  employment  for  labor.    It  would  seem  that 
there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  soundness  of  this 
doctrine.    Theory  and  practice  concur  to  prove  it 
sound.    The  experience  of  all  nations  who  have 
adopted  it,  has  proved  it  sound.    There  is  not  a 
nation  on  the  fieiceof  this  earth,  that  has  not  becoma* 
rich,  by  its  adoption.    There  is  not  a  nation  on 
this  terraqueous  globe,  that  has  become  rich  with- 
out it.    But,  here  we  are  met  by  a  list  of  formidable 
objections.    We  shall  ruin  our  commerce.    Sir,  I 
am  as  much  the  friend  of  commerce,  as  those  who 
thus  claim  to  defend  it.    But  it  is  in  its  legitimate 
office  that  I  will  support  it ;  not  to  control  and 
swallow  up  all  other  in  terests.  What  is  commerce, 
sir  ?    It  is  the  exchange  between  the  producer  and 
consumer ;  and  merchants  are  the  agents  of  that 
exchange.    They  are  the  common  agents  of  both 
producer  and  consumer,  who  make  a  comfortable 
profit  upon  the  articles  while  passing  through  their 
hands*    They  add  nothing  to  the  value  of  the 
commodity,  not  one  cent. «  They  live  upon  the 
exchange  ^  the  fruits  of  others'  labors.     The 
agent,  sir,  should  never  assume  to  control  the  in- 
terests of  his  principal.    He  should  be  subservient 
to  them.   Who  are  these  producers  and  consumers 
in  our  country,  to  whom  our  merchants  should  be 
subservient?    They  are  our  farmers  and  our  me- 
chanics.   The  merchant  has  no  right  to  say  to 
them,  buy,  that  I  may  import  and  sell ;  but  the 
farmer  and  mechanic,  as  the  principals  of  this 
common  agent,  have  a  right  to  say,  suit  your  busi- 
ness to  our  wants ;  take  the  surplus  of  our  produce 


us,  Sn  return,  that  which  we  need,  and  what  we 
cannot  make ;  but  nothing  to  displace  or  supplant 
the  fruits  of  our  soil  and  our  labor.  Commerce 
is  profitable  only  as  it  subserves  the  two  great 
producing  interests,  agriculture  and  manufactures. 
So  far  as  it  interferes  with  them,  it  is  pernicious. 
It  paralyzes  labor,  by  holding  out  inducements  to 
buy  what  our  labor  might  produce;  and  it  ex- 
hausts our  resources,  by  tempting  us  to  buy  more 
than  we  can  afford,  or  have  the  power  to  pay  for. 
Sir,  we  ought  not  to  deceive  ourselves ;  we  ought 
not  to  withhold  from  the  nation  our  conviction, 
that  our  commerce  is  oversrown.  It  is  out  of  all 
proportion  with  our  population  and  our  wealth. 
We  have  more  commerce  than  we  can  support ; 
we  have  more  merchants  than  we  can  support; 
probably  four  times  the  number  that  we  need. 

Look  at  our  tonnage,  sir,  next  in  amount  to  that 
of  the  most  commercial  nation  in  the  world,  and 
approximating  nearly  to  it ;  compare  our  tonnaffe 
with  the  population  whose  interests  it  should  suo- 
serve.  With  a  population  of  about  ten  millions, 
thinly  scattered  over  a  vast  extent  of  country^, 
with  a  considerable  portion  of  it  beyond  the  reach 
of  commercial  benents,  we  have  a  tonnage  nearly 
equal  to  that  of  England,  with  a  population,  in- 
cluding her  dependencies  in  the  East  and  We^t 
Indies,  amounting  to  seventy  or  an  hundred  mil- 
lions. France,  with  a  population  of  more  than 
thirty  millions,  has  less  tonnage  than  we.  Can 
we  sustain  this  immense  commerce?  How  can 
we  do  it  ?  Impoverish  the  farmer  by  t4king  away 
his  market.  Sir,  this  immense  visionary  fabric 
cannot  be  sustained.  Our  commerce  has  declined. 
Its  decline  will  be  accelerated.  An  impoverished 
yeomanry  cannot  maintain  commerce.  Where 
the  farmer  is  poor,  the  merchant  cannot  become 
rich.  The  farmer  is  the  substratum  of  society. 
There  must  be  a  foundation  to  build  the  super- 
structure on.  This  foundation  is  the  farmers  and 
mechanics'  wealth.  Take  that  away,  and  your 
commerce  perishes.  You  have  taken  much  of  it 
away,  sir,  and  your  commerce  is  perishing.  If 
we  are  correct,  sir,  as  to  the  sources  of  our  national 
wealth,  and  in  the  principle  that  commerce  should 
look  to  that  wealth  as  the  only  legitimate  support 
of  its  permanent  prosperity,  then  it  should  adapt 
itself,  at  once,  to  our  circumstances  and  our  wants. 
It  would  then  "grow  with  our  ffrowth,  and 
strengthen  with  our  strength."  Its  .structure 
would  then  rest  on  a  sure  foundation,  and  be  as 
imperib'hable  as  our  freedom  and  our  nation.  The 
tendency  of  this  bill,  then,  will  be  to  sustain  and 
invigorate  commerce.  It  will  divert  some  por- 
tion of  it  into  new  channels,  1  know.  But  those 
channels  will  be  deepened  and  extended.  They 
have  been  so  already,  by  a  very  partial  adoption 
of  our  system.  Our  coasting  trade  has  been 
ffreatly  increased  by  the  cotton  manufactures  of 
New  England.  Adopt  this  bill,  sir,  and  it  will 
soon  be  trebled.  Our  manufactures  will  furnish 
more  valuable  cargoes  for  exportation.  Already 
have  they  found  their  way  to  foreign  markets, 
and  there  enter  into  successful  competition  with 
1  the  English.    This  competition  will  be  prosecuted 


and  our  labor,  seek  out  a  market  for  it,' and  bring  I  with  still  greater  success.    The  world,  sir,  is  as 
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wide  for  us  as  for  Englaad ;  the  best  markets  are 
as  accessible  to  us  as  to  her ;  and  our  merchants 
have  the  skill  and  enterprise  to  seek  them  out. 
We  have  the  advantage  of  them,  sir.  We  furnish 
for  ourselves  our  own  best  market;  and  it  is  a 
part  of  our  duty,  directed  by  our  wisdom,  to  se- 
cure to  ourselves  its  benefits. 

But  there  is  another  objection.  It  is  contended 
that  the  principles  of  the  bill  will  administer  the 
seeds  of  death  to  our  Navy,  and  we  are  invited  to 
behave  with  suitable  solemnity  while  attending 
its  funeral.  What,  sir,  shall  we  destroy  our 
Navy — the  two-edged  sword  of  the  nation ;  the 
right  arm  of  the  national  defence;  the  winged 
messenger  of  our  vengeance,  and  of  our  mercy 
too^  our  Navy,  the  preservation  and  glory  of 
which  every  American  identifies  with  his  own 
existence !  There  is  something  in  this  admonition 
which  is  calculated  to  startle  and  alarm ;  and  if 
these  portentous  consequences  were  not  deemed 
unreal,  the  friends  of  this  bill  would  hesitate, 
pause,  and  retrace  their  steps,  and  not  pursue  a 
course  terminating  in  so  fatal  a  catastrophe. 
What,  sir!  this  bill  destroy  our  Navy!  Impos- 
sible! How  is  a  navy  sustained,  sir?  By  the 
wealth  of  the  nation.  By  the  treasures  of  the 
Government.  Impoverish  the  nation,  and  a  navy 
cannot  exist.  It  is  a  most  expensive  establish- 
ment.   A  poor  nation  cannot  sustain  a  navy. 

If  we  are  mistaken  as  to  the  tendency  of  the  sys- 
tem we  advocate,  we  shall  injure,  the  Navy.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  it  will  increase  the  wealth  of  the 
nation,  in  just  so  much  it  will  increase  our  ability 
to  support  a  navy.  We  have  timber,  and  iron, 
and  hemp,  for  the  construction  and  arming  our 
ships,  and  carpenters  to  prepare  and  fit  them  for 
their  proper  use ;  make  the  nation  rich,  sir,  give 
Us  money,  and  the  object  will  be  speedily  accom- 
plished. But,  say  gentlemen,  when  commerce  is< 
eone,  where  will  you  obtain  your  seamen  ?  Gen- 
tlemen talk  as  if  commerce  would  no  more  have 
an  existence;  as  though  exportations  and  impor- 
tations would  cease;  our  fishermen  would  be 
driven  from  the  ocean,  and  our  coasting  trade 
annihilated.  Not  so.  I  apprehend,  from  this  bill, 
but  little,  very  little  diminution  of  our  commerce; 
and  that  diminution  will  be  but  temporary.  It 
will  greatly  increase  our  coasting  trade.  It  will 
invigorate  and  protect  our  whale  fishery — our  best 
nursery  of  seamen ;  and  our  exporting  commerce 
will  be  extended  and  enlarged.  Give  us  money, 
sir,  and  we  can  obtain  seamen.  They  can  be 
drawn  from  all  countries.  Should  this  bill,  from 
this  moment,  exclude  every  article  intended  to  be 
protected  by  it,  and  to  be  made  and  produced  at 
Aome,  still  we  should  be  able  to  obtain  seamen 
enough  to  man  our  fleets,  to  perform  the  seaman's 
part.  Landsmen,  in  the  amphibious  character  of 
marines,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  have  fought 
on  board  your  ships,  and  won  your  victories.  And 
this  can  be  done  again.  On  examination,  then, 
the  objection,  though  formidable  in  size,  and 
plausible  in  appearance,  is  found  unreal.  It  is 
vox  et  praterta  nthU. 

But  here  is  another  objection:  Our  revenne. 
And  what  will  become  of  our  revenue  ?  Where 
shall  we  obtain  our  revenue  ? 


On  this  subject,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  most  be 
some  strong  delusion,  some  strange  mistake  b^ 
t  ween  the  friends  and  opponents  of  thi&  bill  Wk 
pays  the  tax  now,  sir?  The  consumer.  Fraa 
what  source  is  your  revenue  drawn?  FrootJx 
people  of  these  United  States.  The  merebai 
takes  care,  he  never  forgets  to  add  the  duty  to  the 
price  of  purchase,  the  cost  of  freight,  and  a  con- 
for  table  profit  on  the  whole.  The  coDsomer  pr^ 
the  whole.  The  farmer,  sir,  oor  own  farmers,  k 
supporting  our  own  revenue,  not  only  pay$  tb 
tax,  which  goes  into  the  Treasury,  bot  bepi^ 
the  European  farmer  for  the  wool  he  grows,  ik 
the  European  mechanic  for  the  labor  be^««c 
upon  it.  In  every  yard  of  cloth  on  which  bepn 
this  tax,  in  almost  every  article  we  boy,  is  wnpc 
up  more  or  less  of  English  beef,  pork,  floor,  ypy 
visions  of  every  kind,  which  have  sustained  tk 
mechanic  and  the  farmer  while  growing  the  rif 
material,  and  fitting  it  for  market.  Now,  sir.tfe 
only  question  on  this  subject  is,  Can  thecoosome 
pay  the  purchase  of  all  this,  the  freight,  thedet?. 
the  profit,  and  contingent  charges,  easier  thaok 
can  pay  the  duty  alone  ?  The  purchase  h  ull8^ 
ceesarjr ;  the  freight  is  unnecessary ;  themerchaBtH 
profit  is  unnecessary;  all  these  can  bedi5pec$d 
with.  The  article  can  be  made  at  home.  Tk 
tax,  in  the  shape  of  duty,  must  be  paid ;  and  tk 
only  question  is,  whether  it  be  easier  to  par  tie 
tax  alone,  or  to  pay  that  and  four  times  the  amoeat 
with  it? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  that  importatioosaiet 
legitimate  source  of  revenue.  It  is  the  readiest 
easiest,  and  {>erhaps  the  cheapest,  mode  of  tui- 
tion. When  importations  are  necessarv  to  sapply 
our  wants,  and  subserve  our  interests,  they  are  tk 
proper  subjects  of  taxation.  But,  I  protest  agaiut 
that  policy  of  our  Government  which  woDld(l^ 
ate  or  continue  that  necessity  for  the  ^ui^estsd 
revenue.  What  is  the  argument?  Buy,  tbatvt 
may  tax.  Buy  the  article  of  a  foreigo  Batioo.  a» 
a  kind  of  vehicle,  as  physicians  call  it,  tocomsf 
and  render  palatable  this  nauseous  pill  of  uxatioi 
Buy,  to  deceive  yourselves,  and  that  we  mar  ^ 
ceive  you.  I  protest  against  that  system  of  ^er^ 
nue  which,  to  pot  twenty-rfive  or  thirty  dollars  i&to 
our  own  Treasury,  would  place  a  hundred  at  tbe 
disposition  of  a  foreign  Power;  which,  tofili*'*' 
own  Treasury,  would  exhaust  the  nation  s&<!^ 
rich  a  stranger.  This  we  do  now.  This  isccr 
process  now.  I  would  stop  this  process.  Ii^^ 
eration  on  the  Government  and  country  I  bivf 
attempted  to  show.  And  here  the  question  i^ 
recurs  as  to  its  operation  upon  the  citizes.  l^^ 
easier  to  pay  the  thirty  dollars  into  the  Tressorr 
alone,  or,  in  paying  that,  to  pay  the  ooe  hand^ 
dollars,  in  addition,  to  a  tompi  natioo?  Sc 
much  as  the  purchase  of  the  article  amoaots  % 
goes  out  of  the  country,  not  in  the  pfodoeeoftM 
soil,  but  in  cash,  and  stock,  and  public  secariti^ 
It  cannot,  surely;  be  a  good  system  which  wook 
drain  the  country  of  its  resources  to  fill  its  TrtV' 
ury.  This,  too,  is  a  portion  of  our  diaioing  sp* 
tem.  But  gentlemen  say,  unless  yon  resort  to  li^ 
system,  you  can  have  no  revenue.  The  peoples 
my  district  will  not  submit  to  direct  tmtif»' 
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Sir,  have  we  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States?  Is  that  sacred  instrument 
equally  ohKgatory  upon  ail?  Is  the  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes  a  part  of  that  Constitution? 
And  are  we  to  be  told  here,  on  this  floor,  by  hon- 
orable members  of  this  House,  (for  it  is  nere  that 
I  hear  this  language,)  that  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try will  not  endure  to  be  taxed  by  thi»  Govern- 
ment ?  Th^n  what  becomes  of  this  Government  ? 
Where  is  the  authority  of  yoxki  Government? 
Where  is  your  boasted  Constitution,  and  where 
the  virtues  of  this  people?  Sir,  I  deny  this  doc- 
trine. I  protest  against  this  drawing  of  the  char- 
acter of  this  nation.  I  say  that,  When  direct  tax- 
ation becomes  necessary,  the  people  of  this  country 
will  cheerfully  submit  to  it.  They  pay  the  taxes 
DOW.  They  know  they  pay  the  taxes.  And  who 
shall  judge  of  this  necessity?  The  people.  If 
we  disobey  their  will,  the  people  have  the  correct- 
ive, and  know  how  to  apply  it.  They  can  dismiss 
one  set  of  servants,  and  substitute  another.  I  have 
no  apprehension,  sir,  that  the  principles  of  this 
bill  will  induce  the  necessity  of  direct  taxation ; 
but  I  feel  myself  authorized  to  say  that  the  people 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  would  prefer 
excise  and  taxation  to  oar  present  system.  They 
would  prefer  direct  taxation,  with  the  benefits  of 
a  market  for  their  produce,  to  indirect  taxation,  to 
the  same  amount,  without  a  market  for  their  sur- 
plus. If  they  must  pay  a  tax,  they  will  not  quar- 
rel about  the  form.  But  the  benefits  of  a  market 
are  of  vast  importance  to  them.  What  nation, 
sir,  wa.s  ever  impoverished  by  moderate  taxation, 
when  the  fruits  of  it  are  expended  at  home? 
This  should  be  the  policy  oi  our  eltpenditure. 
Thus  exercised,  taxation  is  a  m^ium  of  collecting 
from  the  affluent  and  rich,  and  distributing  among 
the  laborious,  the  active,  and  the  poor.  Has  this 
been  the  system  of  our  Government  ?  No.  Year 
after  year  we  have  purchased,  with  our  public 
revenue,  the  wool,  the  flax,  and  the  hemp  of  for- 
eign nations,  their  munitions  of  war,  clothing  for 
our  troops,  and  canvass  for  our  ships.  This  is  an- 
other portion  of  our  draining  system.  But,  sir,  a 
moderate'  application  of  the  power  of  taxation, 
w^ith  a  judicious  distribution  of  its  fruits  within 
the  limits  of  the  nation,  is  invigorating  and  be- 
nign. It  is  time,  sir,  that  the  doctrine  should  be 
controverted,  that  the  people  will  not  bear  taxa- 
tion. I  will  n6ver  believe  it.  The  idea  supposes 
rebellion,  insurrection,  treason.  And  against 
whom  ?  Against  themselves.  Not  against  a  for- 
eign government;  nor  against  a  government  over 
whom  they  have  no  control ;  but  asainst  one  ere 
ated  by  themselves,  administered  by  themselves, 
and  the  administration  of  which  they  may  change 
at  pleasure.  To  talk  of  opposition  to  such  a  Gov- 
ernment, in  any  other  way  than  the  Constitutional 
one,  implies  a  madness  and  infatuation  equal  to 
that  which  terminates  in  suicide— a  crime  never 
committed  but  in  a  paroxysm,  of  delirium,  or  the 
fatuity  of  dementation. 

But  here  is  a  question  of  sectional  interest, 
which  elicits  unfriendly  feelings  and  determined 
hostility  to  the  bill.  I  deprecate  the  necessity  of 
awakening  these  local  jealousies.    I  regret  ex- 


ceedingly, that,  on  a  question  of  such  vital  im- 
portance, and  so  necessary  to  the  permanent  welfare 
of  our  country,  any  portion  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens should  find  occasion  to  feel  themselves  in- 
jured, so  as  to  prevent  a  cordial  and  unanimous 
co-operation  in  this,  the  only  step  of  internal  na- 
tional policy  which  has  ever  been  taken. 

But  so  it  is.  The  cotton,  rice,  tobacco,  and  in- 
digo growers,  of  the  Southern  States,  claim  to  be 
deeply  affected  and  injured  by  the  operation  of  this 
system.  These  complaints  claim  and  merit  seri- 
ous and  candid  consideration,  and  should  be  obvi- 
ated if  possible.  I  cannot  endure  to  lose  friends 
whom  I  value  so  highly  as  our  fellow-citizens  of 
the  South,  who  are  growers  of  cotton,  tobacco,  dbc. 
Let  us  examine  the  subject  a  little,  and  see  if  these 
complaints  are  well  founded.  And,  first,  let  us  in- 
quire if  the  Southern  planter  does  not  demand  what, 
in  fact,  he  denies  to  others.  And  now,  what  does  he 
require?  That  the  North  and  West  should  buy — 
what?  not  their  cotton,  tobacco,  dbc,  for  that  we 
do  already,  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability  to  consume, 
or  pay,  or  vend  to  others ;  and  that  is  to  an  im- 
mense amount,  greatly  exceeding  what  they  pur- 
chase of  us.  But  they  insist  that  we  should  buy 
English  wool,  wrought  into  cloth — that  they  may 
pay  for  it  with  their  cotton  3  that  we  should  buy 
Russian  iron,  that  they  may  sell  their  cotton ;  that 
we  should  buy  Holland  gm  and  linen,  that  they 
may  sell  their  tobacco.  In  fine,  that  we  should 
not  grow  wool ;  and  dig  and  smelt  the  iron  ore  of 
our  country;  for,  if  we  did,  they  could  not  sell 
their  cotton^  Now  we  have  the  same  capacity  for 
growing  wool,  and  producing  iron  in  our  country, 
and  to  as  unlimited  extent,  as  they  have  for  cotton 
in  the  South,  and  we  should  do  it  to  the  same  ex- 
tent, if  we  only  had  a  market.  Our  Southern 
brethren  would  think  it  very  unreasonable  that 
they  should  be  required  to  stop  growing  their  cot- 
ton, to  make  a  market  among  themselves  for  our 
wool,  and  that  they  should  not  wear  even  their 
own  cotton,  for,  if  they  did,  they  could  not  wear 
so  much  of  our  wool.  But  their  objections  to  this 
bill  go  this  length.  They  admit  you  have  the  ca- 
pacity to  produce  wool  to  an  unlimited  extent,  and 
iron  also.  But,  *^fill  your  market  with  foreign 
wool  and  iron,  and  woollen  and  iron  manufactures, 
that  we  may  sell  more  cotton  and  tobacco."  Is  this 
equal  ?  No.  By  the  bounty  of  Providence,  in  the 
peculiar  adaptation  of  soil  and  climate,  and  the  con- 
trolling influence  of  circumstances,  our  Southern 
brethren  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  several  staple  arti- 
cles, which  command  a  steady  and  extensive  mar- 
ket and  a  ready  sale  of  Cotton,  Indigo,  Tobacco, 
and  Rice,  are  four  of  them.  These  are  vast  and 
permanent  sources  of  wealth  and  profit,  enjoy- 
ed by  no  other  section  of  our  common  country. 
These  are  the  only  productions  of  our  country  which 
find  admittance  into  foreign  ports  tp  any  extent ; 
and  they  are  now  the  means  of  purchasing  the  for- 
eign fabrics  consumed,  not  only  in  the  South,  but 
in  the  North  also.  I  rejoice  that  any  portion  of 
our  country  is  capable  oi  producing  a  raw  material 
of  such  universal  demand.  I  trust  they  will  al- 
ways command  a  market,  and  be  sought  after  by 
foreigners.    But  it  is  clearly  unequal,  and  palpa- 
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hlj  anjust,  that  we  should  be  required  to  forego 
our  natural  ad?antages,  few  and  inferior  as  they 
are,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  theirs.  The 
South  will  still  be  at  liberty  to  sell  their  staples  to 
foreigners,  and  to  buy  their  manufactures  of  them. 
If  they  prefer  buying  of  them  to  buying  of  us,  we 
will  not  complain.  Let  them  trade  with  foreign- 
ers. They  can  sell  more  cotton.  We  will  still 
buy  cotton  and  tobacco  of  them — all  thftt  we  can 
wear  and  all  that  we  can  sell.  If  they  are  obliged 
to  pay  an  increased  duty  when  the  goods  arrive  in 
their  ports,  so  do  we.  In  this  we  are  equal.  If 
they  say  that  they  shall  consume  more  foreign 
manufactures  than  we,  it  is  doubted^  The  North 
are  the  greatest  consumers. 

But,  if  they  would  avoid  the  increased  duty,  let 
them  buy  of  us.  We  will  soon  sell  to  them  as 
cheap  as  they  can  buy  of  England.  Give  us  a 
market,  steady  and  extensive,  and  we  will  soon 
furnish  the  necessary  supply  as  cheaply,  and  of  a 
better  quality,  than  England.  The  example  of 
coarse  cottons  is  a  proof  of  this. 

But  here  the  friends  of  the  bill  are  met  by  a  num- 
ber of  specious  objections.  We  are  charged  with 
taxing  the  poor  and  necessitous,  by  imposing  ad- 
ditional burdens  upon  articles  of  the  most  common 
necessity,  which  the  poor  consumer  must  have ; 
that  is,  the  poor  will  continue  to  consume  the  ar- 
ticle imported,  on  which  the  additional  duty  is 
imposed,  and  thus  be  compelled  to  pay  the  addi- 
tional tax.  If  this  were  true,  there  would  be  force 
in  the  objection.  But  if  this  be  true,  what  be- 
comes of  the  obiection  founded  upon  tne  diminu- 
tion of  revenue  f  For,  if  the  poor  continue  to  pay 
this  tax  in  the  consumption  of  the  imported  arti- 
cle, the  revenue,  instead  of  being  diminished,  will 
be  increased  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the 
duty.  The  objections  are  inconsistent.  Both  can- 
not stand.  And  asain.  if  this  objection  be  true, 
the  object  of  the  bill  will  be  defeated ;  for  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  is  to  induce  the  poor  as  well  as 
the  rich,  to  avoid  the  increased  duty,  by  purchase 
ing  a  superior  and  cheaper  domestic  article.  Un- 
less this  object  be  attamed,  the  revenue  will  be 
swelled  beyond  all  due  dimensions,  and  the  friends 
of  the  bill  will  be  greatly  disappointed,  and  the 
opposers  of  the  bill  will  be  equally  disappointed,  as 
to  Its  efifeci  upon  the  revenue. 

But  the  price  of  the  domestic  article  will  be 
equal  to  the  imported,  with  the  addition  of  the 
duty.  Then  the  domestic  article  will  be  of  a  su- 
perior quality,  or  the  consumer  will  buy  the  im- 
ported. But  here  lies  the  fallacy  of  the  objec- 
tion, aOd  the  fallacy  has  been  shown  by  actual 
experiment,  and  may  be  made  quite  manifest  in 
theory.  The  actual  experiment  to  which  I  allude, 
is  the  article  of  coarse  cottons.  Every  objection 
now  raised  against,  the  proposed  system,  was  ve- 
hemently urged  against  that  experiment.  But  the 
experiment  succeeded  beyond  the  expectation  of 
its  most  sanguine  friends,  and  the  objectors  were 
silenced.  So  it  will  be  as  to  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
posed system.  The  domestic  article  will  be  ren- 
dered cheaper  and  better,  instead  of  dearer.  The 
reason  is  obvious,  but  ^eems  to  have  been  over^ 
looked.    The  proposed  system  will  furnish  a  mar- 


ket, and  a  large  one  too.  The  mcnuti  ddnad 
will  be  met  by  an  increased  supply.  And  a  luge 
supply  can  be  afforded  at  a  cheaper  nte  thut 
small  one,  in  the  same  proportion  that  tin  mt 
chant  who  «ells  much  will  grow  nclier  os  i 
smaller  profit  than  the  one  who  sdk  bat  iiaie. 
The  prmciple  of  competition  will  efer  rofe 
every  thing  on  which  it  operates  as  chap  sit 
can  Be  afforded.  If  our  manDfaetnrers  cso  be 
sell  what  they  maDufacture,  it  will  be  diffieolifa 
the  adversaries  of  this  bill  to  show  that  our  i»- 
chanics,  with  the  advantages  of  machijieryBc 
cheapness  of  ^^iQe,  cannot  manufacture  as  ckip- 
ly  as  foreigners.  The  only  difficulty  is  the  var 
of  a  market.  Ours  has  been  glutted  to  oTfrfei- 
ing  by  foreign  fabrics.  Every  expedient  thaie- 
genuity  and  wealth  could  devise,  has  bees  rea^ 
ed  to  by  foreign  capitalists,  and  foreign  politiciaB^ 
too ;  and  in  this  they  have  been  aided  by  oorov^ 
merchants,  to  keep  our  markets  full— to  crowd  u 
their  manufactures  into  every  empty  spot— 4of«t( 
them  back  into  the  country^  by  the  machiDmci 
auction  sales,  and  thus  anticipate  thewaoUoft^ 
country  by  a  supply  for  -several  years.  Ottr  ooi' 
ufacturers  cannot  contend  with  this  mightj  od^ 
They  must  have  a  ready  market;  they  must  maiz 
ready  sales  or  stop.  Not  so  with  the  Eogiist; 
they  must  ^  on.  They  have  already  on  luiui  a^ 
home,  and  in  our  markets,  a  supply  for  scHoe  im 
Their  immense  oapital,  and  the  gratoities  of  tk 
Gkivernment,  enable  them  to  do  this.  Bj  this  5t- 
tern  our  markets  hare  been  kept  constaotir  ^ 
with  every  thing  but  coarse  cottons,  which  we  iu*' 
excluded  oy  prohibitory  duties. 

But  there  are  certain  abstract  elemeotarf  pr^- 
ciples,  very  beautiful  in  theory,  if  adopted  bf  t^ 
wnole  world,  but  totally  impracticable  as  tpjkt 
ble  to  the  relations  of  nations,  and  which  bo  bi- 
tion  but  our  own  ever  did  adopt,  aod  Dosecai 
adopt ',  and  no  nation  having  the  least  policr  er? 
will  adopt.  "  Buy  where  you  can  buy  cheapen 
leave  trade  to  regulate  itself;"  or,  in  other  var^ 
permit  the  merchant  to  regulate,  not  ooljtniie. 
but  to  determine  what  produce  shall  be  grows  s 
the  country ;  and,  in  other  words,  permit  the  d^- 
chant,  if  he  ckn  make  any  thing  by  it,  to  ifflffi^ 
into  a  wheat-ffrowittg  district  a  cheap  cargs  ^ 
wheat,  and  sell  it  to  the  consumers  to  the  at\^ 
sion  of  the  native  wheat.  True,  the  coi^<kc^ 
is  ruin  to  the  farmer.  He  can  raise  no  more  what 
What  he  has  on  hand  he  must  sell  at  a  loss,  is^ 
must  perish.  True,  the  soil  has  an  ioexhaostiK^ 
supply  of  wheat  in  it,  to  be  drawn  forth  bjr  ap 
per  application  of  labor  to  it.  The  labors  i^ 
here,  tne  consumers  are  here,  and  the  price  of  t.^ 
purchase  is  here ;  and  the  wheat  grower  trnM" 
these  consumers,  and  pays  them  for  makiog^ 
implements  of  husbandry  and  keeping  them  ^^^ 
pair ;  but  it  co^ts  a  little  more  to  fe^  and  e^ 
freemen  than  slaves.  But  trade  should  ifp^- 
itself;  the  merchant  (true,  he  adds  notbiog  tot^ 
wheat)  can  make  some  profit  by  adding  ^^ 
thing  to  the  price ;  and  the  mechanic  in  tbeoftf-' 
borhood  of  the  farmer,  who  has  heretofore  ^ 
fed  by  him,  "  should  buy  where  he  can  bojr  eh^ 
est,"  and  just  now  having  a  little  cash,  shoou 
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buy  the  metchaQt's  wheat  instead  of  the  farmer's. 
True,  the  cash  goes  abroad  to  pay  for  the  foreiga 
wheat,  so  cheaply  produced  b)[  slaves,  instead  of 
going  to  the  farmer,  to  enable  him  to  pay  his  hired 
men,  and  raise  anotner  crop*  "  But  trade  should  re- 
gulate itself;"  and  though  the  money  is  greatly  need- 
ed in  the  country,  you  should  send  it  abroad,  to  buy 
where  you  can  buy  cheapest^  and  you  will  thereby 
encourage  commerce,  and  support  the  merchant, 
without  reducing  him  to  the  necessity  of  produc- 
tive labor.  The  same  remarks  are  applicable  to 
every  other  thing  capable  of  being  produced  or 
made  in  this  country.  Take  the  article  of  wool. 
The  farmer  has  it' in  abundance,  or,  which  is  the 
same  thing,  the  capacity  or  capability  of  produc- 
ing it  in  aibundance;  and  he  needs  the  manufac- 
turer's cash.  But,  says  the  manufacturer,  I  must 
buy  where  I  can  buy  cheapest.  I  can  buy  foreign 
wool  cheaper  than  I  (*an  buy  of  you.  True,  it  is 
not  so  good.  True,  you  buy  my  cloth,  and,  unless 
I  buy  your  wool,  you  cannot  continue  to  grow  it, 
nor  to  purchase  my  cloth.  True,  if  I  exchange 
my  cloth  for  your  wool,  it  matters  little  what 
nominal  value  we  fix  upon  the  articles,  so  that  I 
get  a  reasonable  compensation  for  my  labor ;  and, 
though  you  need  some  cash  with  my  cloth  now, 
yet  the  person  to  whom  you  pay  that  cash  needs 
It,  perhaps,  for  the  very  nurpose  of  buying  cloth  of 
me,  and  that  will  enable  me  to  purchase  more 
wool  of  you,  or  to  buy  more  machinery,  or  pay 
my  laborers ;  and  thus  we  should  retain  it  in  the 
country,  and  keep  it  in  circulation  amonff  us ;  yet 
I  should  violate  the  standing  maxim  of  buying 
where  I  can  buy  the  cheapest ;  so,  I  must  send  my 
money  abroad  to  buy  wool,  where  I  can  buy  it 
cheapest,  and  you,  and  all  my  fellow-citizens, 
must  send  your  money  abroad  to  buy  cloth  where 
you  can  buy  cheapest,  and  you  must  stop  growing 
wool,  and  i  must  stop  making  cloth,  and  we  must 
both  do — what?  Nothing,  but  buy,  because  we 
can  buy  cheap.  Here,  sir,  is  the  cheap  buying 
doctrine,  your  self-regulating  doctrine ;  and  the  far- 
mer and  manufacturer,  above  mentioned,  stripped 
of  their  cash,  and  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  doing 
nothing,  is  a  miniature  picture  of  this  our  happy 
nation,  and  illustrates  the  blessed  effects  of  these 
theoretical .  dogmas.  The  foreign  tyrant,  who 
compels  his  slaves  to  work  for  nothing,  and  to  go 
naked  and  hungry,  could  not  wish  more  subtile 
and  sophistical  advocates  than  those  who  urge 
this  doctrine  here.  It  induces  us  to  buy  of  him. 
The  purchase  goes  into  his  coffers;  his  treasuries 
are  filled  ;  his  armies  and  navies  are  sustained ; 
his  power  is  confirmed ;  and  he  is  enabled  to  rivet 
his  chains  upon  the  nations. 

Sir,  this  cheap  buying  doctrine  is  not  suited  to 
our  condition,  in  our  relation  to  other  nations. 
To  regulate  our  intercourse  among  ourselves,  it 
is  correct.  To  regulate  our  intercourse  with  for- 
eign nations,  it  is,  to  say  the  least,  unsound.  The 
price  of  living  is  the  price  of  labor ;  and,  inas- 
much as  freemen  will  live  better  than  slaves,  and 
therefore  consume  more  than  slaves,  in  ju^  so 
much  will  their  labor  cost  more  than  slaves,  as 
between  them  and  their  employments ;  in  just  so 
much  will, their  condition  approach  tlie  condition 


of  their  employers,  and  in  just  so  much  will  they 
divide  the  profits  of  the  business  with  the  em- 
ployer. The  laboring  classes  of  this  country,  be 
they  rich  or  be  they  poor,  through  the  blessing  pf 
Providence,  stand  on  an  equality,  in  point  of  privi- 
lege, with  the  kings  and  the  nobles  of  the  earth. 
Their  style  of  living  is,  in  some  measure,  corres- 
poadent  to  the  dignity  of  their  rank  and  station. 
It  is  respectable  and  comfortable,  raising,  in  a 
proportionate  degree,  from  servility  and  degrada- 
tion, that  portion  of  our  fellow-eitizens.  The 
price  of  their  living  is  proportionately  expensive. 
This  increase  of  expense  must  be  sustained  by 
increased  wages-*by  an  enlarged  price  for  their 
labor.  This  price  lor  their  labor  must  be  added 
to  the  price  ot  their  manufactures ;  and  this  must 
be  paid  by  the  consumer.  God  grant  that  the 
comfort  and  xespectability  of  this  class  may  al- 
ways be  thus  sustained :  God  grant  that  we  may 
never  be  able  to  compete  with  foreieners,  in  the 
point  of  cheapness  of  their  labor,  unless  it  be  by 
elevating  that  class  of  the  human  family  abroad, 
increasing  their  wealth  and  importance,  and  ad- 
ding to  the  price  of  their  manufactures,  by  adding 
to  the  price  of  their  labor.  We  know  many  of 
them  now  to  be  miserably  depressed.  The  scanti- 
ness of  food  and  clothing  which  their  wages  sup- 
ply to  them,  is  extremely  distressing.  It  is  the 
want  of  abundance  of  wholesome  food  and  com- 
fortable clothing,  and  excessive  over-working, 
that  enfeebles  their  frames,  and  renders  them 
meagre  and  sickly.  Thus,  the  very  flesh  and 
blood,  the  life,  of  foreign  mechanics,  is  wrought 
up  into  their  fabrics,  to  render  them  cheap.  The 
poor  mechanic,  reduced  to  pauperism,  is  supported 
by  the  parish,  and  let  out  to  the  manufacturer,  to 
obtain  a  fourth,  an  half,  or  any  other  portion  of 
weddy  wases.  This  is  common.  The  labor  costs 
next  to  nothing.  This  renders  their  fabrics  un- 
naturally cheap.  Cheapened  by  distress ;  cheap- 
ened by  the  tears  and  groans  of  the  wretched ; 
cheapened  by  the  shrivelled  limbs  and  famished 
frames  of  the  poor  laborers.  To  cheapen  them 
still  more,  and  to  keep  oar  manufactures  down, 
the -English  Government,  I  am  well  assured,  pays 
a  bounty,  in  tl&e  shape  of  loans,  to  the  amount  of 
several  millions,  to  their  manufacturers,  to  en- 
courage them  to  go  on  and  multiply  their  fabrics, 
and  enable  them  to  wait  for  a  market,  and  sell 
them  eventually  for  any  thing  they  will  fetch,  for 
almost  nothing. 

And  does  this  policy  exhaust  the  English  Gov- 
ernment or  the  English  nation  Y  No,  sir ;  it  en- 
riches them.  Whatever  they  can  sell  their  maur 
ufactures  for,  is  so  much  clear  gain.  The  greater 
the  price,  the  more  gain,  to  be  sure ;  but  any 
price  is  so  much  gain,  so  much  tribute  to  Eng- 
land. This  will  appear,  when  we  consider  what 
it  is  that  England  sends  abroad  in  the  shape  of 
manufactures.  I  mean,  as  to  the  mass  of  them. 
They  cost  her  no  cash.  She  sends  abroad^  in  them, 
no  cash.  She  produces  the  raw  material.  She 
has  the  mechanics  and  machinery  to  work  it  up, 
and  her  farmers  to  feed  the  artisans.  These  are 
her  powers.  By  putting  them  in  motion,  her  man*- 
ufactures  are  produced.    She  sends  them  to  us, 
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and  fills  our  markets.  If  she  could  not  send  them 
abroad,  this  motion  would,  to  a  certain  degree, 
cease.  She  sends  out  nothing  which  would  exist, 
if  she  did  not  send  it  out.  It  is  her  labor,  wrapped 
up  in  a  thousand  various  productions  of  her  soil 
and  mines,  which  she  sells  us,  and  we  buy,  which 
would  in  80  much  cease,  if  we  did  not  buy.  This 
labor  is  necessary  to  her  health  and  vigor.  When 
it  stops,  she  must  perish.  Sh^  should  then  work 
for  almast  nothing  over  and  above  supplying  her 
own  wants,  rather  than  be  idle.  She  knows  this, 
and  therefore  is  not  idle.  If  the  master  of  the 
establishment  cannot  keep  his  hands  at  work,  for 
the  want  of  a  ready  market,  and  must  dismiss 
them,  the  parish  pays  their  subsistence,  and  the 
work  goes  on ;  and  if  that  be  not  enough,  the 
Government  furnishes  the  raw  material,  and  the 
work  goes  on.  This  costs  nothing.  The  money 
does  not  go  out  of  the  kingdom — the  power  does 
not  go  out  of  the  kingdom.  It  is  but  the  effect  of 
these  powers,  which  does  not  exhaust  or  enfeeble 
her  at  all,  but,  on  the  contrary,  keeps  her  in 
healthy  action,  and  enriches  her  by  just  so  much 
as  she  gets  for  her  goods.  Well  may  she  afford 
to  crowd  them  into  our  markets,  and  drive  them 
into  the  country,  by  sales  at  auction,  for  if  she 
can  sell  them  for  any  thing  more  than  the  duties 
we  impose,  she  is  a  gainer,  and  we  are  the  loser. 
For,  in  just  so  mucn  as  England  gains,  we,  or 
some  one  else^  lose.  We  are  exhausted.  To  be 
sure,  we  get  an  equivalent  for  oar  money,  and 
perhaps  more,  but  we  consume  it,  when  we  might 
make  it.  England  gets  our  money,  and  she  does 
not  consume  it.  This  is  the  secret  of  her  wealth 
and  of  our  poverty.  By  this  process  of  selling, 
England  has  been  rendering  alHhe  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  us  more  than  anv  other  nation,  tribu- 
tary to  her  for  centuries.  A  6mall  tribute  from 
ail  the  various  sections  of  the  world,  concentrated 
in  so  small  a  space,  amounts  to  an  enormous  sum. 
Hence  her  wealth.  It  did  not  spring  up  out  of 
her  own  soil.  Her  labor  and  ingenuity  did  not 
constitute  it.  They  were  the  means.  She  ex- 
changed these  means  for  the  gold  and  the  silver 
and  substantial  wealth  of  other  nations.  With 
the  wealth  she  has  acquired,  she  is  independent  of 
the  markets  of  the  world  so  long  as  her  own 
realms  can  produce  the  raw  material,  and  subsist- 
ence for  her  population.  And  will  gentlemen 
insist  that  we  must  buy  of  England,  because  we 
can  buy  of  her  so  cheaply,  when  they  examine 
the  causes  of  that  excessive  cheapness  ?  and  do 
they  look  for  the  operation  of  those  causes  in  this 
our  country  ?  I  trust  in  a  merciful  Providence 
that  neither  we,  nor  our  children,  nor  our  chil- 
dren's children,  may  ever  witness  them  here.  And 
yet  I  do  hope  we  shall  no  longer  pursue  a  sys- 
tem of  buying  almost  all  we  consume,  except 
our  food,  and  a  sreat  deal  even  of  that,  merely 
because  we  can  buy  cheaper  than  we  can  make 
or  produce  ourselves.  We  must  stop  this  progress 
of  depletion,  or  it  will  be  stopped  by  perfect  ex- 
haustion, and  the  self-re^olatmg  system  would 
never  check  the  evil,  until  it  terminated  in  debil- 
ity and  death. 
Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  many  othe^  interesting 


topics  of  discussion,  growing  out  of  tkb  sDbjtd 
But  I  have  trespassed  too  long,  alreadf,  oo  tk 
patience  of  this  Committee,  and  I  forbear.  Li  coi- 
elusion,  permit  me  to  indulge  the  hope  thitthc 
principles  of  the  billon  your  table  will  prerail  I 
see  in  them  the  wealth,  the  honor  and  ifldepni 
enee,  of  my  country.  Adopt  them,  and  oon  vH 
be^ "  the  flocks  upon  a  thousand  hills."  We  ban 
millions  and  millions  of  acres  peculiarly  fitted  totk 
culture  and  pasturage  of  sheep.  6i  ve  os  our  on 
market  for  tneir  prcxluce,  and  we  will  soon  core 
them.  The  sturdy  arm  of  labor  shall  ctuse  w. 
mountains  to  disgorge  their  concealed  treasure;  tbf 
busy  hum  of  industry  shall  succeed  to  the  stsfe 
and  listlessQess  of  poverty  and  idleness;  ind  ^ 
voice  of  complaint  and  distress  which  nowtt 
sounds  from  every  quarter,  shall  be  lost  id  the  la^ 
of  thankfulness  and  praise  for  ddiveraDcefra 
the  evils  under  which  we  now  soff^. 
When  Mr.  MARTiNBALa  had  concluded— 
Mr.  A.  Stbv£N8on  rose,  not,  he  said,  to  vak' 
any  remarks  in  reply  to  the  speech  whieh  hat 
just  been  delivered,  out  to  dissuade  both  the  frice^ 
and  the  opponents  of  the  bill,  from  going  ioiei 
discussion  of  its  general  principles,  oo  the  presa^ 
motion.    He  thought  the  course  pursued  bftk 

Jrentleman  from  New  York,  was  without  a  pui- 
el.  After  the  House  had,  for  two  weeks,  bea 
engaged  in  a  discussion  which  touched  ifae  ^'^ 
interests  of  the  country — after  the  two  sides  of  t^ 
House,  in  relation  to  that  discussion,  had  agr»c 
first  to  go  into  the  several  items  of  the  hill;  tki 
to  take  up  its  general  principles ;  and,  if  a  de<3<it': 
majority  should  appear  to  be  in  its  favor,  tbeo^ 
agree  to  make  its  provisions  as  little  excepti» 
able  as  possible — for  that  gentleman  togrtfir 
and  occupy  the  Committee  for  two  dars,viQ 
a  speech  against  his  own  motion,  and  oo  i^ 
general  principles  of  the  bill--this  was  dfxm 
an  indignity  to  the  House,  and  was  a  co£* 
which  this  House  ought  to  sparn.  He  hoped  t^ 
a  unanimous  vote  would  pass,  withoot  diseosiet 
against  the  motion,  and  he  called  on  the  friesA' 
as  well  as  the  enemies  of  the  bill,  to  pass  sscm 
vote. 

Mr.  Floto  hoped  that  the  House  would  lo^^ 
the  gentleman's  motion,  and  against  his  speer^ 
in  which  it  would  appear  that  the  gendemao  W 
been  peculiarly  unfortunate,  since  scarcely  i9f 
orator  before  ever  failed  of  convinciog,  at  \a^ 
himself,  that  the  measure  he  proposed  was  profc 
In  ordinary  cases,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  was  agaiii<' 
motion  of  this  kind ;  but  this  bill  was  of  socb  o 
enormous  character,  that  he  should  adToeatet^ 
motion ;  it  ought  rather  to  have  been  eadflHi 
bill  to  tear  up  commerce  and  destroy  agrieoiw^ 
than  to  amend  the  duties  on  imported  ardcks. 

Mr.  Clay  was  glad  that  gentleoieD  wob^ 
with  whatever  views,  now  vote  on  the  g^ 
question ;  but  he  saw  no  cause  for  so  much  eie^ 
ment  against  the  course  of  the  honorable  p^ 
man  from  New  York.  It  waa,  to  be  sore,  wtt^ 
it  was  not  one  to  which  he  should  hare  adri^ 
him.  But  it  had  only  been  adopted  tobrinfi? 
for  discussion  the  general  principle  of  (he  btli*^ 
separated  from  its  detaik.    But,  though  the  co^ 
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in  its  form,  was  unusual,  it  was  not  so  very  uq- 
Qsual  to  see  gentlemen  make  a  speech  on  one  side 
of  a  question,  and  afterwards  vote  on  the  other. 
He  had  seen  frequent  instances  of  this  in  his  pub- 
lic life.  He  trUsted  gentlemen  would  not  Tote  in 
favor  of  striking  out.  As  to  the  bill  going  to  tear 
up  commerce,  and  God  knows  what — all  that  be- 
longed to  the  discussion  of  its  merits.  And  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  thought  that 
sach  was  its  tendency,  he  should  show  it  by  argu- 
ment  rather  than  by  violent  expression.  He  hoped 
to  hear  that  gentleman  (to  whom  be  always  list- 
ened  with  interest)  in  answer  to  arguments  in  favor 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mabtindale  rose,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Steyen- 
80N,  and  observed,  that  be  bad  yet  to  learn  that  a 
motion  which  had  been  pronounced  in  order  by 
the  Chair  could,  with  propriety,  be  considered  as 
an  indignitv  to  the  House,  and  if  not  with  pro- 
priety, in  what  spirit  had  the  remarks  been  made 
upon  it  which  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia ?  He  would  not  say  that  those  remarks  of- 
fered an  indignity  to  the  House ;  but  he  would  say 
that  they  were  not  according  to  the  rules  of  this 
House.  He  had  prefaced  his  motion,  at  the  time 
he  made  it,  with  the  explanatory  remark,  that  the 
bill  contained  general  principles  equally  applicable 
to  one  as  to  another  of  its  items — ^that  it  was  proper 
these  principles  should  first  be  discussed,  as  other- 
wise their  discussion  would  come  up  under  each 
separate  item,  and  raieht  be  repeated  again  and 
again,  and  it  was  likely  they  would,  since  gentle- 
men had  given  open  warning  that  they  meant  to 
oppose  the  bill,  step  b^  step,  and  inch  by  inch. 
Would  this  be  economy  of  time  ?  In  making  the 
motion  he  had  submitted,  Mr.  M.said  he  had  taken 
his  own  judgment  alone  for  his  guide,  and  the 
established  rules  of  this  House,  and  he  was  not 
conscious  of  having  offered  to  it  any  indignity. 

Mr.  Stevenson,  in  reply  to  the  S|)eaker,  ob- 
served, that,  while  complaining  of  eicitement  in 
others,  he  seemed  to  have  shown  quite  as  much 
himself.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  he  disclaimed  all  reflection  on  the  motives 
of  that  gentleman.  He  spoke  only  of  the  aspect 
and  bearing  of  his  motion,  in  connexion  with  the 
speech  that  accompanied  it.  He  thought  the 
course  not  only  unusual,  but  disrespectful— inas- 
much as,  by  parliamentary  usage,  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  a  bill  should  pro- 
ceed from  those  who  are  opposed  to  its  passage. 

Mr.  Mabtinoale  said,  that  when  he  made  the 
motion,  he  was  not  aware  of  any  understanding 
entered  into  as  to  the  course  of  discussion,  nor  did 
he  think  that  any  tach  understanding  could  prop- 
erly exist. 

Mr.  Cook  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Stevgmbon)  would  defeat  his  own 
object,  if  be  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  silent  vote 
on  the  motion  to  strike  out,  as  such  a  motion, 
once  passed  upon,  could  not  afterwards  he  repeat^ 
ed,  and  thus  all  general  discussion  would  be  pre- 
aluded.  But  if  he  had  rightlv  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  on  his  left,  (Mr.  Barbour,) 
it  was  the  wish  of  members  that  the  general  prin- 


ciples of  the  bill  should  be  discussed  in  the  first 
instance. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babboub  explained  that  he  did  not 
mean  before  the  items  had  been  gone  through 
with. 

Mr.  Cook  advocated  that  discussion,  in  order 
that  the  general  objects  of  the  bill  might  first  be 
settled.  If  it  was  a  bill  to  advance  the  general 
wealtli  and  prosperity  of  the  country  by  a  system 
of  home  protection,  it  would  require  one  kind  of 
discussion ;  hut,  if  it  was  merely  a  revenue  bill,  it 
would  require  quite  another. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  said  that  there  were  no  general 
principles  that  apnlied  to  the  whole  bill.  It  was 
a  mass  of  particulars;  and  different  principles 
were  involved  in  each  of  its  two  hundred  and 
sixty  items.  He,  therefore,  suggested  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  the  propriety  of  with* 
drawing  his  motion. 

The  suggestion  not  being  complied  with — 

Mr.  Clay  observed  that  some  experience  in 
legislative  bodies  had  taught  him  that  more  stress 
was  often  laid  upon  the  modes  and  forms  of  doing 
public  business  than  was  at  all  necessary.  If  a 
discussion  of  the  general  principle  was  desired,  it 
might  be  brought  up  on  any  one  of  the  items  of 
the  bill.  It  would  necessarily  come  up  in  a  vari- 
ety of  forms.  It  was,  however,  the  established 
parliamentary  usage  that  a  motion  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  words  (formally  the  first  section)  of 
a  bill  should  precede  the  motions  to  alter  its  sev- 
eral features.  This  was  the  course  lately  pursued 
on  the  bill  for  internal  improvements.  Mr.  C. 
again  defended  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Some  farther  conversation  took  place  on  the 
mode  of  proceeding  to  be  observed  in  the  farther 
progress  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  Floyd  made  some  remarks,  which  were 
heitrd  but  imperfectly. 

Mr.  LiviNOSTON  protested  against  his  vote  not 
to  strike  out,  being  understood  as  committing  him 
for  the  bill  as  it  stood,  because  he  viewed  it,  in 
its  present  form,  as  pregnant  with  mischief,  but 
thought  it  might,  with  proper  modifications,  be- 
come the  source  of  great  public  blessings. 

Mr*  Hamilton  said  that  he  was  not  so  incor- 
rigible an  infidel,  in  respect  to  the  specific  virtues 
of  the  bill,  as  gentlemen  seemed  to  suppose.  That 
when  he  had  formerly  said  he  should  oppose  it 
inch  by  inch,  he  meant  in  its  then  form ;  but,  if 
suitably  modified,  he  might  possibly  vote  for  it. 
But  its  friends  seemed  to  wish  to  act  the  part  of 
Dr.  Sangrado,  and  not  only  compel  the  opponenu 
to  swallow  the  bill,  but  to  swallow  it  whole, 
without  any  alteration. 

The  question  being  put  on  striking  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
14  only  rising  in  its  favor. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  Mr.  Brent's 
motion  to  strike  out  the  clause  laying  a  duty  on 
cotton  bagging — 

Mr.  Poinsett  rose  principally  for  the  purpose 
of  corroborating  the  statement  made  by  his  friend 
from  Louisiana,  in  his  argument  to  prove  that  the 
price  of  the  cotton  bagging  was  not  paid  by  the 
oonsumer.    In  every  market  in  Europe  there  is  a 
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tare  allowed  for  the  baggiuff,  rwtjing  from  fonr 
to  five  and  six  per  cent.,  and  a  further  dedaction 
is  made  for  the  cotton  which  is  freqoently  stained 
by  the  bad  quality  of  the  bagging.  It  is  on  this 
account  that  the  cotton  bagging  of  Kentucky, 
when -brought  into  the  same  maHiet  with  that  of 
Dundee  and  Inverness,  always  sells  from  50  to  75 
per  cent,  lower*  His  friend  from  Pennsyivania 
^Mr.  Bdcbanan)  would  readily  perceive,  there- 
lore,  that  nothing  short  of  a  prohioitory  dnty  will 
effect  the  object  gentlemen  have  in  view. 

Mr.  HooEBOOM  objected  to  this  duty,  as  bearing 
unequally  on  a  particular  class  of  the  community. 
Those  articles  which  bore  an  ad  valorem  duty 
were  in  the  bill  proposed  to  be  raised  only  from 
do  to  25  per  cent.,  while  on  this  article  of  bagging 
an  increase  of  duty  of  from  60  jmt  cent,  was  in- 
tended on  that  formerly  laid.  The  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures  confessed  that 
the  duty  would  be  prohibitory.  The  honorable 
Speaker  said  it  woald  only  produce  a  competition 
between  the  American  manufacturer  and  those  of 
Inverness  and  Dundee.  On  that  competition  he 
wished  to  submit  a  few  remarks.  Those  two 
small  Scotch  towns  were  situated  in  a  high  North- 
em  latitude,  (one  in  57^,  the  other  in  56^^,  N.,)  in 
a  poor  and  cold  country.  In  order  to  procure  the 
material  for  this  cotton  bagging,  (there  called 
hemp  eacking,)  they  had  to  send  up  the  Baltic, 
about  twelve  hundred  miles,  to  Daptzic,  and  bring 
it  to  Inverness.  All  the  fuel  they  used  was  brought 
from  London  and  Liverpool.  All  the  food  they 
ate  they  bought.  They  were  at  great  expense  to 
^et  the  article ;  for,  having  nothing  to  send  out 
in  exchanffe,  their  vessels  went  up  the  Baltic  in 
ballast,  and  bad  to  pay  Sound  duti^  at  Blsineur. 
They  were  at  great  expense  in  sending  out  the 
manuiactored  article  to  this  country,  for  it  was 
bulky  ;  they  paid  freight,  commission,  and  insu- 
rance. And  with  all  thcae  eharffes  on  the  article 
from  its  origin,  and  the  duties  added  on  its  impoi^ 
tation,  they  entered  the  market  with  the  manu- 
iaeturer  of  the  ^^est,  who  raised  the  material  at 
his  own  door,  and  lived  in  a  country  where  pro- 
Tisions  were  cheap  and  abundant,  and  yet  they 
undersell  him.  How  could  this  be  ?  What  was 
the  explanation  of  a  fact  so  extraordinary  I  It 
was,  Mr.  H.  said,  to  be  found  in  this — that  the 
weavers  of  Inverness  and  Dundee  Worked  with  a 
degree  of  application  that  was  unparalleled  for 
sixteen  hours  a  day — that  is,  one-fourth  more  per 
day  than  the  laborer  of  the  West,  and  two-thirds 
of  the  value  of  the  coarse  article  ihey  made  lay  in 
the  labor  they  bestowed  on  it  Potting  its  value 
at  30  cents  a  yard,  20  cents  of  this  price  was  pure- 
ly the  effect  of  lalior;  now,  one*fourth  of  20  cents 
is  5  cenu ;  so  that  their  extra  labor,  beyond  the 
workman  in  this  country,  was  equal  to  5  cents  a 
yard  on  all  the  bagging  they  manufactured.  This 
was  the  whole  secret.  The  Kentucky  manufac- 
turer will  not  work  so  hard  as  the  Scotch  manu- 
facturer;  and  shall  we  for  this,  said  Mr.  H.,  lay 
a  tax  on  our  farmers  1  I  spurn  at  it.  I  will  act 
ibr  the  whole  of  my  country— I  will  give  to  all 
alike-^for  this  I  came  here,  and  in  this  course  I 
hope  I  shaU  ever  be  fonnd.    The  honorable  Speak- 


er, in  his  xeal  for  the  manofactures  of  his  Sot;. 
forgot  the  line  which  says — 

«  Help  me  to  look  «i  others'  woct.'' 

Mr.  H.  further  said,  that  he  should  sot  hare 
risen  had  a  single  man  from  the  northern  pnt^ 
his  own  State  spoken  ou  any  but  one  side  of  dL** 
question.  He  contended  that  the  doty  v»  k 
paid  hj  the  consumer,  but  by  the  grower  of  cottoe; 
and  if  gentlemen  meant  to  lay  a  doty  on  then:- 
ton  growers  of  the  Sooth,  let  them  come  out  ad 
sav  so  at  onoe.  Was  the  cotton  trade  an  usprii- 
able  one  to  the  United  States?  On  the  eootrrr. 
there  was  no  branch  of  iu  trade  more  profiubk 
Yet  he  was  not  opposed  to  the  whole  bill  Soai 
of  its  features  he  highly  approved.  Bat  hewvi 
decided  enemy  to  this  duty  on  cotton  baggios. 

Mr.  Burton  said,  that  from  the  accoaot  giro 
by  the  honorable  Speaker,  of  the  maaufsctore;: 
this  article  in  the  West,  it  appeared  that  liiuf  c^ 
no  capital  was  needed  to  carry  it  on.  Morii^. 
it  is  performed  by  children,  and  living  isbi 
Yet  the  Scotch  article  is  furnished  cheaper  ibe 
the  American.  The  reason  Mr.  B.  stated  id  be 
in  the  dense  population  of  Scotland,  where  erer^ 
branch  of  labor  was  fully  occupied,  sod  its  prK<! 
diminished  to  about  sixpence  or  a  sbilliog  a  day- 
while  in  the  west  of  our  country  it  was  foity? 
fifty  cents.  Mr.  B.  asked  i£  it  was  jost  that  u 
the  rest  of  the  Union  should  be  taxed  to  makt  i^ 
this  diflerence  in  the  price  of  labor  between  Sect- 
land  and  Kentucky?  He  knew  that  State t» 
under  great  embarrassments  at  present,  bui  ^. 
would  soon  ffet  relief.  She  b^an  to  eiport  met-: 
tobacco  in  addition  to  her  hogs  and  horses.  Vt' 
the  restless  spirit  to  which  the  Speaker  badv^'^ 
troth  i^Uuded,  urged  them  to  seek  to  brin;  a  sct 
article  into  the  market ;  and  they  say  to  (be  peo- 
ple of  the  South,  "  do  you  be  so  good  as  to  krii 
the  whole  expense  of  our  bringing  this  newarticti 
into  market."  Instead  of  this,  they  would  do  far:- 
ter  to  attend  to  the  raising  of  ptopU,  Jadf^ 
from  the  specimens  on  this  floor,  they  would  acf- 
in  that  branch  of  domestic  manursciure.  T^^ 
staple  articles  of  export  from  North  Caroliaa 
used  to  be  pork  and  bacon,  which  they  carried 
into  Virginia ;  but  Kentucky  had,  in  a  grva: 
measure,  superseded  this  trade  by  underseiiuu 
Carolina.  She  had  lo&t  the  market,  and  ^' 
driven  to  the  growing  of  cotton.  How  wou- 
the  West  like  it  if  Carolina  should  ask  CoDgr«& 
to  make  up  to  her  the  difference  betweeo  ^^ 
sterile  and  worn  out  soil  of  Carolioa,  and  '^^ 
fresh  and  fertile  fields  of  Kentucky  ?  Yet  sac h  J 
request  would  be  as  reasonable  as  that  dowd^ 
by  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Owen,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Trimble's  remark 
some  days  since,  upon  the  weight  of  ba^giof  ^ 
ine  included  in  tnat  of  the  bale  of  cotioQ,  aB«. 
sold  as  cotton,  produced  a  calculation  to  siiov 
that,  in  Liverpool,  (the  ultimate  market,  by  whic^ 
the  price  of  cotton  was  regulated,)  a  deductkw  i: 
weight  was  made  for  the  bagginr  and  the  ban 
rope  of  three  pfr  cent,  on  uplands,  by  which  a  hi** 
of  960  lbs.  lost  11^  lbs.;  Louisiana  cotton  k<^ 
18^  lbs.,  and  Havre  de  Grace  25  Ibs-^-ffltteh  v^ 
than  twice  the  price  of  the  bagging. 
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Mr.  Tbimble,  in  reply,  said,  that  this  loss  Mi 
oa  the  foreign  consumer,  the  various  charges  be- 
ing eventually  added  to  the  price  of  the  article ; 
so  that,  in  the  end,  the  bagging  and  cotton  going 
in  together  to  make  up  that  price,  the  bagging  did 
sell  as  cotton.  If  it  cost  the  planter  less  than  cot- 
ton, he  gaioed  by  it ;  if  more,  he  lost.  Mr»  T. 
illustrated  his  position  by  comparing  the  tare  and 
transportation  on  cotton  with  those  on  tobacco, 
and  concluded  by  inquiring  whether  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  (Mr.  Hooeboom)  meant  to 
advocate  such  a  form  of  the  tariff  as  would  com- 
pel the  i>eople  of  Kentucky  to  work  like  beasts  of 
burden  sixteen  hours  a  day  ?  Was  this  the  equality 
he  spoke  of?  He  said  he  would  protect  iron  and 
wood,  but  not  bagging.  Let  the  iron  forgers  work 
sixteen  hours  a  day,  and  let  the  sheep  eat  sixteen 
hours  a  day,  and  they  would  need  no  more  pro- 
tection than  the  manufacturers  of  bagging. — 
Surely,  seven  large  States  could  raise  hemp* 
enough,  and  manufacture  it  too,  to  supply  five 
comparatively  small  States.  He  protested  against 
making  the  people  of  the  United  States  beasts  of 
burden. 

Mr.  HoGEBooM,  in  reply,  said,  that  according 

to  the  gentleman's  own  illustration  from  tobacco, 

the  question  resolved  itself  into  this — ^whether  it 

'    was  better  to  go  to  a  market  where,  on  a  hogs- 

'    head  of  tobacco  worth  91^)  tare  was  deducted, 

'    than  to  take  it  to  another  market  where  the  same 

hoeshead  brought  $150  without  any  tare  being 

'    deducted  at  all. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  Committee 
then  rose^  and  the  House  adjourned* 


Wednesday,  February  25. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Johnson,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Ai^fiXANDEB  Smyth  made- a  report  on  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  a  statement  prepared  by  William 
Lambert,  explanatory  of  his  astronomical  obser* 
vations  and  calculations,  made  with  a  view  to 
establish  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol ;  which  re- 
port was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  memorial  of  the  Columbia  In- 
stitute, made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  bv  a 
bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  Institute;  whieh  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Wbioht,  on  the  17th 
instant,  and,  being  read,  was  agreed  to: 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  upon  the  subject  of  the  robbery 
of  the  land  office  at  Vandalia,  in  the  State  of  In- 
diana, be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  assignees  and  legal  representatives 
of  John  H.  Piatt,  deceased. 


Mr.  Bailbt,  ofifered  the  following: 

RemUved,  Thtt  the  C(ta!iniittee  of  Elections,  to  which 
were  referred  seversl  papers  respecting  the  right  of 
the  member  returned  from  Norfolk  district,  in  Msssa- 
cbttsetts,  to  his  seat  in  this  House,  be  instructed  to  re- 
port whether  any  other  members,  returned  to  this 
House,  were  not,  st'  the  time  of  their  election,  inhabt- 
tat^Ji  of  the  States  from  which  they  were  respectively 
returned,  with  the  facts  of  the  cases,  and  their  opinion 
thereon ;  and  that  the  committee  have  powers  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Bailey  supported  his  resolution,  and  ob- 
jected to  the  principle  that  mere  living  in  a  place 
constituted  inhabitancy,  in  the  sense  of  the  Con« 
stitution,  and  showed  that,  if  admitted,  it  would 
apply  to  foreign  Ministers,  and  would  ezclade  sit- 
ting members  of  this  House ;  and  he  quoted  prece- 
dents. 

Mr.  Sloans  replied  to  Mr.  Bailey,  and  oppo- 
sed the  propriety  of  the  resolution,  inasmucn  as 
the  House  was  already  in  possession  of  sufficient 
information  on  the  subject. 

After  some  farther  observations  from  Mr.  Bai- 
ley and  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 
^  On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what  further  legislative  provision 
may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  accountability  to 
the  Treasury,  of  the  clerks  and  marshals  of  the 
circuit  and  district  courts,  for  fines  and  forfeitures 
which  may  accrue  to  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley,  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture  were  instructed  to  inquire  if  an  in- 
crease of  the  duty,  now  established  by  law,  on  any 
article  of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture,  will  be 
for  the  interest  of  the  agriculturist,  and,  if  there  be 
any  such  article,  to  name  the  same,  together  with 
the  additional  amount  of  duty  which  they  deem 
beneficial  to  the  agricultural  interest. 

On  motion  of  M'-  Stewart^  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  granting  to  Colonel  Rees  Hill  a  just  com- 
pensation for  certain  expenditures  by  him  ineorred, 
in  furnishiog  supplies,  dbc,  for  the  regiment  of 
militia  under  his  command,  on  the  northern  fron- 
tier, during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  McaLban  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Retohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolationary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  justioe  and 
propriety  of  so  altering  and  amending  the  aet  of  the 
18th  of  March,  1818,  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  for 
certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  end  naval  service 
of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  and 
the  several  additional  and  sopplementary  acts  thereto, 
passed  May  1st,  1830,  and  March  3d,  1833,  so  that 
the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  the  18th  of  March, 
1818,  shall  be  extended,  generally,  and  without  dis- 
tinction, to  all  and  each  of  the  surviving  **  commis- 
sioned and  non-commissioned  officers,  masicians,  pri- 
vate soldiers,  and  all  officers  in  the  hospital  depart- 
ment and  medical  sttiff,  who  served  faithfully  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  for  the  term  of  nine  months,  or 
more,  at  one  period  of  the  war ;"  and,  also,  to  every 
commissioned  offieer,  mariner,  or  marine,  who  served 
at  the  same,  and  for  a  like  term,  in  the  naval  service 
of  the  United  States,  without  having  reference  w  re- 


166S 


HISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1664 


H.  ofR. 


Proceedings. 


FCBBCAET,  mi. 


gard  to  the  amount  of  the  property  pooieeied  bj  anj 
such  individual,  and  alao,  without  regard  to  any  par- 
ticular deacription  of  troops  in  which  such  person  may 
have  served. 

The  resolution  being  read,  the  question  was  put, 
'^  Will  the  House  consider  the  same  ?"  and  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  per  diem  allowance 
of  jurors  attending  the  several  district  courts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henrt,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing[  Lar- 
kin  N.  Akers,  (a  soldier  who  was  wounded  in  the 
head,  in  Dudley's  defeat,  during  the  late  war,  and 
has  from  that  cause  been  afflicted  with  paroxysms 
of  epilepsy,)  upon  the  pension  list. 

Mr.  KicHAsnsoN,  or  Michigan,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Reeohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eatabliah* 
ing  a  district  court  of  the  United  States  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsttb,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  that  all  persons 
who  shall  voluntarily  engage  to  serve  in  the  Navy 
six  months,  during  peace,  and  twelve  months  du- 
ring war,  shall  be  exempted  from  all  militia  duty, 
except  when  in  cases  of  great  public  danger  the 
levy  in  mass  shall  be  ordered — collectors  of  the 
customs,  on  receiving  the  names  and  description 
of  the  persons  making  the  engagement,  to  register 
the  same,  giving  to  each  person  so  registered,  a 
certificate  of  registry,  setting  forth  his  name,  age. 
place  of  nativity,  height,  complexion,  and  general 
description.  Every  master  or  a  merchant  vessel, 
.  whether  engaged  in  the  coasting  or  foreign  trade, 
to  specify  in  his  shipping  articles,  in  an  appropriate 
column,  opposite  to  each  person's  name,  such  as  did 
or  did  not,  on  signing  the  articles,  produce  certifi- 
eatesof  registry.  £verv  master  of  a  merchant  vessel, 
whether  engaged  in  the  coasting  or  foreign  trade, 
to  deposite  in  the  office  of  the  collector,  at  every 
port  in  the  United  States,  from  which  he  may 
clear  or  enter  his  vessel,  a  certified  copy  of  his 
shipping  articles.  The  collector  of  the  customs 
to  transmit,  quarter  yearly,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  names  and  quality  of  persons  belong- 
ing to  vessels  entering  or  clearing  at  the  custom- 
bouse,  within  the  quarter,  designating  those  who 
enrol  themselves,  from  those  who  do  not.  When- 
ever the  service  is  required  by  Government,  the 
persons  to  perform  it,  to  be  ascertained  by  lot ;  no 
person  to  perform  two  tours  of  duty,  till  all  those 
who  are  liable  to  serve,  and  are  within  reach  of 
the  Government,  shall  have  served  their  tour. 
Persons  in  the  public  service,  to  be  liable  to  all  the 
discipline  of  the  Navy,  to  have  the  same  pay  and 
rations  as  if  regularly  enlisted,  the  same  pensions, 
if  disabled  while  in  the  public  service,  and  the 
same  prize  money ;  to  be  punctually  discharged 
when  the  time  of  service  shall  expire,  and,  if  un- 
avoidably detained,  to  receive  as  a  compensation, 


twenty-five  per  cent,  in  addition  to  tbeir  paj.  for 
the  surplus  time.  After  eighteen  moDtbs  from  itt 
date  of  the  act,  no  person  to  be  coDsidered  a<  t 
destitute  American  seaman  in  forei^  coontrk*. 
and  as  such  entitled  to  relief  under  the  act  oraej 
of  Congress,  who  shall  not  have  enrolled  hao^J 
to  serve  in  the  Navy  as  aforesaid.  That  authonrr 
be  given  to  Government  to  take  apprentices,  di::t? 
boys,  not  less  than  twelve,  nor  more  than  foanns 
years  old,  to  serve  in  the  Navy  scTen  years,  tbe 
number,  annually,  to  be  one  to  every  two  gm 
mounted  on  board  ships  in  eommiasicHi ;  tfaeta.- 
ted  States  to  provide  a  schoolmaster  for  ertiT 
national  vessel  of  not  less  than  twelve  guni,  i 
teach  the  apprentices  reading,  writing,  and  C7pbe^ 
ing,  and  suca  other  branches  of  learning,  as  ibar 
capacities  may  indicate;  to  find  them  food  t&i 
clothes,  and,  after  the  expiration  of  the  fifth  jas. 
to  allow  them  two  dollars  per  month  ;  at  the  fi- 
piration  of  the  seventh  year,  to  ^ve  them  a  feu 
suit  of  clothes,  and,  if  merttorioas,  a  certificate  (f 
^ood  behaviour,  and  a  sum  of  n>oney  not  excfd- 
mff  twenty  dollars ;  tbe  most  promising  may  be 
selected  during  apprenticeship  and  promoted  ta 
midshipmen,  roaster's  mate,  or  any  other  inkmx 
grade  of  office;  if  promoted  to  midshipmea  ci 
master's  mates,  then  their  indenture  to  cease  free 
the  da^  of  their  promotion  ;  a  roll  to  be  kept  la 
the  oflace  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  aU  ip- 
prentices,  showing  their  age,  nativity,  and  date  s^' 
their  indentures;  apprentices  transferable  froa 
ship  to  ship,  as  the  good  of  the  service  mav  require, 
which  will  give  them  a  knowledge  of  ail  elas<% 
of  ships;  that  merchant  vessels  shall  take  apprs- 
tices :  vessels  of  100  tons,  one ;  200  to  300  toits 
two ;  of  400  to  600  tons,  three ;  of  700  tons,  fosr ; 
d^.  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mctcalpb,  the  Commiuee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  iato 
the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriatioD  i> 
the  payment  of  Philemon  Thomas,  Benjamin  P- 
Thomas,  and  Lewis  Craig,  for  services  rendered 
in  taking  Fort  Baton  Rouge,  in  1810,  and  forloees 
sustained  by  them  in  effecting  that  object. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livimgston,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  -to  ioqoiie 
into  the  p)ropriety  of  making  provision  by  law  tbr 
the  making  road's,  Uveea^  and  other  such  works  oa 
the  lands  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Sute  cf 
Louisiana,  as  would  be  required  if  such  lands  were 
in  the  hands  of  individuals. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brsck,  the  Committee  oa 
Revolutionary  Pensions  were  instructed  to  ioqaire 
into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  times  appointed 
by  law  for  the  payment  of  pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCall,  the  Committee  ca 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instnicied 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estaUishing  t 
mail  route  from  the  Creek  Agency  in  the  Suieof 
Georgia,  passinj^  by  Fort  Qainea,  to  the  new  sest 
of  government  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

The  SpEAKfia  laid  before  the  House  a  comino- 
nication  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  ae- 
companied  by  a  report  from  the  Commissiooer  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  respecting  the  construc- 
tion given  to  the  act  of  1621,  for  the  relief  of  pof- 
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chasers  of  public  lands,  as  relates  to  the  cowmen" 
lation  of  registeis  and  receivers  of  the  land  offices, 
made  in  oMience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House, 
of  thelUh  instant;  which  communication  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  PuUic  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senates  entitled  ^'An  act  to 
regulate  the  surTeying  of  puolic  and  prirate  lands 
in  the  southern  part  of  Alabama,"  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  '^An  act  to  repeal  in  part  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of  marshals, 
clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein  men- 
tioned," with  amendments.  The  Senate  have 
also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  supplenentary 
to  *Aa  act  to  perfect  certain  locations  and  sales 
of  the  public  lands  in  Missouri,'  passed  April 26th, 
1822,"  in  which  amendments,  and  bill  last  own- 
tioned,  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  amendments  proposed  b^  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  repeal  in  part  an  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  for 
marshak,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  the  casea  therein 
mentioned,"  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

THE  TABIPP  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  6[ 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  bill 
to  amend  the  several  acts  for  laying  duties  on 
imports. 

And  the  question  still  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bbbnt  to  strike  out  the  clause  of  the  bill  lay- 
ing a  duty  of  six  cents  a  yard  on  cotton  bagging, 
the  debate  was  renewed,  and  it  continued  with 
unceasing  ardor  till  past  four  o'clock. 

The  debate  was  o^ed  by  a  speech  from  Mr. 
LfivufOBToiff,  of  Louisiana,  (on  whose  motion  the 
Oommittee  had  risen  theeveniuff'  previous^)  Pro- 
fessing himself  decidedly  friendly  to  the  encour- 
agement of  domestic  manufactures,  he  addressed 
liiiiiaelf,  as  a  friend,  to  the  friends  of  that  measure ; 
and  urged,  as  a  general  principle,  the  propriety  of 
extending  legislative  encouragement  only  to  such 
xnanufactures  as  there  was  a  reasonable  prospect 
-vrouid  flourish  if  protected.    Cotton  bagging,  be 
contended,  was  not  one  of  these.    It  was  the  very 
last  that  needed  it,  for  it  required,  as  had  been  ad* 
Knitted  by  its  friends,  little  capitai  or  machinery, 
sand    the  hands  employed  in  it  could  easily  be 
corned  to  another  occupation.    To  these  features 
Ixe    i^oiild  add  another.    The  raw  material  con- 
oemed  was  not,  and  never  could  be^  raised  in 
£a  bun  dance  and  of  good  quality  in  this  country. 
IChe  proof  of  this  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact,  that 
»    protecting  duty,  gradually  raised,  since  1700, 
Hrom  810  to  $20,  to  $30,  and  now  to  940,  per  ton, 
^  J.OO  per  cent  beyond  the  price  of  the  article  it- 
i^iff  in   Russia,)  had  proved  insufficient  to  pro- 
I  aace  it.     We  had  manu&ctures  in  this  country, 
material  of  which  was  hiemp,  they  were  flour- 
liing:,  and  yet,  such  was  the  inferiority  of  the 
'        article^  that  they  preferred  to  pay  thia 
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enormous  duty  to  making  an^r  use  of  it.  If  asked 
for  the  reason  of  this  inferiority,  he  could  not  ex- 
plain it ;  gentlemen  tell  us  it  is  in  the  manner  of 
rotting  it ;  he  doubted  the  fact — but,  be  that  as  it 
might,  ffood  hemp  was  not  made. 

fir.  L.  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  complained 
that  a  duty  should  be  laid  on  all  the  cotton  grow- 
lag  States,  not  for  the  good  of  the  whole  Union, 
but  of  a  single  State;  for  the  manufacture  existed 
in  Kentucky  alone.  He  doubted  that  the  duty,  if 
laid,  would  prove  any  material  benefit,  even  to 
the  Kentucky  manufacturers,  because  the  article 
they  made  was  so  inferior,  that  the  foreign  would 
still  be  used  in  preference.  Mr.  L.  quot^  a  price 
current  of  1822,  to  prove  that  when  the  price  of 
the  imported  bagging  was  45  to  50  eents^  that  of 
the  home  made  was  only  25 ;  there  was  always  a 
difierenoe  of  at  least  10  cents  a  yard.  The  Ken- 
tucky bagging  was  not  so  strong,  and  it  stained 
and  injurM  the  cotton.  Crentiemen,  indeed,  tell 
us  it  itriU  be  made  better,  and  to  jproduce  this,  they 
would  exclude  the  foreign  article  altogether** 
strange,  that,  when  all  competition  was  removed, 
the  article  should  improve,  in  proportion  as  all  in- 
ducement to  improve  it  was  taken  away.  If  it 
could  have  been  made  better,  it  would  have  been, 
long  ago.  As  to  the  prohibitory  duty's  keeping 
money  in  the  country,  Mr.  L.  said,  the  Dundee 
manufacturer  had  only  to  remove  to  New  York, 
carry  on  his  factory  till  he  had  made  a  fortune, 
and  then  retire  to  the  banks  of  the  Tweed,  and 
what  would  this  country  |fain?  He  entreated 
gentlemen  not  to  identify  this  duty  with  the  bill, 
and  vote  for  it  on  party  principles  against  the  op- 
posers  of  ^e  bill.  They  mi^a^ht  approve  and  vote 
for  the  bill,  and  yet  strike  this  out  as  pernicious. 

Mr.  Sbarpe,  of  New  York,  then  rose,  and  said, 
that  he  would  be  the  last  man  on  that  floor,  to 
cramp  the  commercial  interests  of  this  country ; 
but  agriculture  and  manufactures  went  hand  in 
hand  with  commerce,  and  unless  they  were  fos- 
tered, that  must  soon  perish.  Mr.  S.  said  he  must 
look  at  things  as  they  bad  been,  and  as  they  now 
were.  He  described  the  flourishing  state  of  these 
interests  while  the  calamities  of  Europe  continued, 
and  their  sudden  depression  at  the  restoration  of 
peace.  The  fostering  of  similar  interests  at  home 
by  the  European  Powers,  left  us  without  a  market 
for  our  products.  The  farmer  hung  his  harp  upon 
the  willow,  and  the  merchant  beg^OL  to  turn  hia 
capital  to  manufactures.  But,  while  Europe  shut 
oat  our  breadstufis,  we  continued  to  import  her 
manufactures — ^the  country  was  perfectly  inun- 
dated by  them,  and  drained  of  its  last  dollar  to 
pay  for  them.  The  precious  metals  disappeared, 
and  we  supplied  their  place  by  lampblack  and 
ra^  '  The  country  was  as  completely  inundated 
with  paper  money  as  with  British  goods. 

Yet  we  are  told — let  agriculture  alone,  it  will 
regulate  itself;  let  commerce  alone,  it  will  regu- 
late itself;  let  manufactures  alone,  they  will 
regulate  themselves.  What  were  gentlemen  sent 
here  for  ?  to  let  agriculture,  commerce,  and  man- 
ufactures alone '^to  let  them  alone,  till,  having 
languished  and  died,  they  had  regulated  them- 
selves !    Would  gentlemen  tell  their  constituents 
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that  they  had  rather  read  their  petitions,'and  then 
let  them  alone  to  reffolate  themselres? 

Mr.  S.  then  stated  the  question,  as  now  before 
the  Committee ;  said  the  South  was  the  last  part 
of  the  Union  that  should  complain,  having  pro- 
tecting duties  on  cotton  and  sugar,  and  asked 
whether  it  was  not  a  stain  on  the  American  char- 
acter that  a  country  that  raises  the  finest  cotton 
on  the  face  of  the  globe,  should  be  dependent  on 
two  little  Scotch  towns  for  a  bag  to  put  it  in  ? 
Was  this  the  result  of  prejudice  ? — ^if  so,  how 
difierent  a  prejudice  was  it  from  that  which  our 
fathers  felt,  when  they  brought  away  even  their 
dwellings  with  them---dweuings,  some  of  which 
stand  at  this  day,  as  monuments  of  the  sort  of 
prejudice  that  then  prevailed. 

It  was  said  this  was  a  war  between  Louisiana 
and  Kentucky— <a  new  scheme  of  the  West. 
[Here  Mr.  Cambreleno  rose,  and  denied  having 
used  that  expression.]  Mr.  S.  said  that  other 
States,  besides  Kentucky,  were  concerned,  and 
would  gladly  enter  into  tne  manufacture,  if  pro* 
tected.  He  then  stated  the  nature  of  the  trade  of 
Kentucky,  dwelt  on  her  entire  dependence  on  the 
Southern  States  for  a  market,  and  urged  this  as 
an  argument  in  favor  of  a  protection  for  this 
branch  of  her  industry.  Mr.  S.  greatly  doubted 
what  was  advanced  about  our  inability  to  make 
this  article ;  he  never  could  bring  his  mind  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  beyond  the  utmost  reach  of  Ame- 
rican ingenuity  and  enterprise  to  make  a  bag.  As 
to  its  staining  the  cotton,  that  was  a  complaint 
never  heard  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic ;  he  rather 
thought  the  stain  was  felt  to  be  on  the  Scotch 
character  and  interest,  and  hence  the  complaints. 
He  did  not  believe  the  addition  of  three  cents  to 
the  present  duty  would  amount  to  a  prohibition; 
but  if  it  did,  some  small  sacrifice  ought  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  for  the  good  of  other  parts  of  the  Union. 
On  this  principle  he  had  voted  for  the  duty  on 
foreign  spirits,  because  he  thought  Connecticut 
should  submit  to  that  sacrifice.  She  would  have 
an  equivalent  in  the  duty  on  straw  hats.  So  in 
this  article,  the  number  of  yards  imported  might 
be  diminished ;  but  the  manufactures  of  the  coun- 
try would  be  benefited,  and  ultimately  the  price 
to  the  planter  reduced  rather  than  augmented. 

Mr.  S.  Insisted  that  to  the  planter  the  mertsbant 
who  buys  his  cotton  for  exportation  is  in  fact  the 
consumer ;  he  allows  only  two  pounds  tare  on  a 
bale ;  all  the  rest  of  the  weight  of  the  bag  is  sold 
aa  cotton.  Whereas  the  farmer  is  forced  to  allow 
the  full  tare  of  his  tobacco  hogshead  or  flour  bar- 
rd.  Mr.  S.  quoted  a  Louisiana  price  current  of 
last  month,  to  show  that  while  the  foreign  article 
is  bringing  from  24  to  26  cents,  the  home-made 
brings  from  18  to  19— a  very  difierent  proportion 
from  that  quoted  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana. 

The  precious  metals  were  so  plenty  in  England 
that  the  Bank  of  England  sends  them  to  the  coun- 
try banks,  free  of  expense,  and  lends  to  farmers, 
on  bond  and  mortgage,  at  4  per  cent. ;  dollars  were 
under  par.6  or  8  per  cent.  While  here  the  pre- 
eious  metals  have  almost  disappeared,  and  farmers 
cannot  get  loans  at  any  rate  or  interest.  Yet  we 
are  told,  let  things  alone. 


In  conclusion,  Mr«  S.  said  that  it  was  orgri, 
that,  if  we  lay  this  duty,  England  will  eease  to 
take  our  cotton ;  he  was  under  no  soch  apprehes- 
siott.  E  ven  our  dnty  on  coarse  cottons  themselva 
bad  produced  no  such  efiect.  England  never  took 
a  pound  of  our  cotton  out  of  favor;  nor  will  she 
for  a  moment,  if  she  can  get  either  better  or  cheap- 
er. She  will  serve  that  as  she  has  done  our  bcemd- 
stufis,  the  moment  she  can ;  but  it  wms  not  t 
threepenny  duty  on  a  bag  that  will  prodoce  sod 
a  result. 

Mr.  LiviNOSTOii  replied,  and  thought  it  was  w^ 
treating  the  understandings  of  gentlemen  witk 
respect,  to  ur(^  that  the  three  cent  doty  on  cottoa 
was  a  protection,  when,  instead  of  importing,  we 
largely  exported  the  article.  Let  the  doty  be  re- 
peiUed,  instantly,  no  cotton-grower  would  com- 
plain. He  admitted  that  the  duty  on  sugar  did, 
m  some  degree,  protect  that  article ;  but  it  was 
laid  with  such  intent,  and  would  have  been  laid 
for  revenue,  had  Louisiana  not  made  a  single 
pound  of  sugar.  As  to  the  manufitctnicrs  of  the 
riwth  taking  the  Southern  cotton,  would  they 
take  it  if  they  could  get  it  as  cheap  elsewhete  ? 
England,  then,  acted  as  they  did.  But  the  gen- 
tleman says  there  is  no  danger  of  her  ceasing  to 
take  our  cotton,  even  though  we  cease  to  receive 
her  manufactures.  But  did  not  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Tomlimson)  state  to  the 
House  that  the  Connecticut  merchant  takes  the 
West  India  rum  at  a  dead  loss  for  the  sake  of  the 
profit  of  the  outward  cargo  ?  And  the  same  prin- 
ciple might  induce  EngUnd  to  take  our  cotton. 
Withdraw  the  inducement,  and  she  censes  to 
take  it. 

Mr.  L.  reiterated  his  question,  why  wns  not 
good  hemp  raised  here,  if  it  could  be  raised  ?  A 
duty  of  |i40  a  ton,  and  a  difference  in  price  c^ 
$40  more,  made,  together,  a  bounty  of  980  a  ton 
to  the  American  hemp  grower  over  the  hemp 
grower  of  Russia.  Were  the  people  of  Orange 
county  mad  or  blind  ?  They  must  be  one  or  the 
other,  if,  with^  such  a  boun^,  they  did  not  raise 
the  article.  The  manufacturer  refused  to  take 
our  hemp,  and  now,  to  aid  manufactures,  you  pro- 
pose to  increase  the  duty  on  foreign.  Very  extra- 
ordinary. Gkntlemen  say  lay  the  duty,  and  tlie 
hemp  will  be  better.  He  believed  no  such  thing ; 
but  that  it  would  rather  grow  worse.  As  to  the 
argument  from  the  reduced  price  of  coarse  cot- 
tons, the  fact  was  true,  but  the  inference  Imiae ; 
because  that  was  an  article  the  Tery  reverse  of 
this.  Theie,  the  material  was  abundant,  and  of 
the  best  quality,  and  almost  the  whole  value  %/£ 
the  manufactured  article  was  derived  from  laa- 
chinefv;  here,  the  material  was  acknowledged  to 
be  bad,  and  the  manufacture  employed  no  oia- 
cbinery  at  aU. 

Mr.  Shabpb  explained.  He  did  not  complaia 
of  the  duty  on  sugar ;  but  only  urged  it  to  wow^ 
that,  above  all  other  States,  Louisiana  should  not 
complain.  When  she  sent  two  hundred  hoes- 
heads  of  sugar  to  the  North,  the  protecting  dimes 
on  that  quantitv  amounted  to  six  thousand  dol- 
lars, over  and  above  the  price  that  would  other- 
wise have  been  paid.    As  to  the  bad  qualie/  of 
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the  hemp,  it  arose  from  not  being  water  rotted, 
and  he  had  heard  a  Southern  gentleman  say  that 
there  was  not  water  enough  in  Kentucky  to  rot  it. 
If  so,  he  wished  to  supply,  from  eisewnere,  both 
water  and  hemp. 

Mr.  Livingston  resumed.  The  gentleman 
says  they  can  make  good  hemp  in  New  York.  I 
again  ask  him,  ^'  Why  .  don't  you  then  1^  For 
want  of  a  market  1  fia.  There  are  flourishing 
manufactories  of  sail  duck  and  cordage  at  your 
very  door.  Why  don't  you  take  it  to  Patterson? 
Because  the  people  at  Patterson  won't  take  your 
hemp. 

^  As  to  the  duty  on  sugar — there  are,  in  Lou- 
isiana,  perhaps  two  hundred  persons  who  make 
augar;  and  because  these  two  hundred  persons 
receive  a  benefit  from  a  general  law  of  the  whole 
Union,  must  therefore  all  the  other  inhabitants  of 
Louisiana  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  Kentucky  1 
Shall  I  sacrifice  ninety-nine  of  my  constituents 
because  one  is  benefited  1  Away  with  such  argu- 
ments! 

The  gentleman  has  produced  a  late  paper  to 
show  that  the  home  bagging  is  now  within  six 
cents  of  the  foreign,  in  the  New  Orleans  market. 
I  will  explain  this.  The  planters  have  all  got 
their  supply,  long  since,  and  the  price  is  now 
merely  nominal.  But  way  any  difference  ?  It  is 
from  prejudice,  they  tell  us.  Why,  sir,  we  know 
no  more  of  the  Scotchmen  at  Inverness,  than  that 
gentleman  knows  about  the  Chinese;  nor,  much 
as  we  may'  love  Scotchmen,  are  we  willing,  out 
of  love,  to  give  them  from  six  to  ten  cents  a  yard 
more  on  the  bagging  they  send  us.  As  to  the 
planter  deducting  only  two  pounds  tare  on  a  bale 
of  cotton,  when  he  sells  it  to  the  merchant — sup* 
pose  he  deducted  none  at  all,  and  sold  every  ounce 
of  bagging  and  bale  rope  as  cotton,  does  not  the 
merchant,  who  knows  that  he  shall  have  to  de- 
duct the  whole  tare  at  Liverpool,  allow  for  this^ 
think  you,  in  the  price  he  gives  the  planter  ? 

Mr.  L.  again  deprecated  so  great  and  sudden  a 
change  in  our  internal  policy,  as  the  bill,  unless 
modified,  would  produce.  Shall  we,  said  he,  be- 
cause a  rock  lies  many  miles  ahead,  put  the  ship 
about  with  all  standing?  No.  Let  us  take  time 
to  clew  up  some  of  our  sails  first. 

Money  may  be  very  plenty  in  Britain  just  now. 
The  boys  may  be  playmg  at  chuck-farthing  with 
guineas.  But,  to  say  that  this  is  the  effect  of  their 
protecting  duties,  won't  do,  when  we  know  that, 
under  the  same  duties,  money  has  been  almost  as 
scarce  there  as  with  ourselves.  Besides,  those 
duties  have  been  laid  in  Britain  to  encourage  ex- 
portation. But,  are  we  ready  to  export  our  man- 
ufactures? No,  sir;  our  luxuriant  soil,  our  mul- 
tiplied harbors,  point  us  out,  by  the  hand  of  Na- 
ture herself,  as  an  agricultural  and  a  commercial 
nation.  These  must  be  our  great  national  char- 
acteristics. Manufactures  are  a  third  interest,  and 
a  subordinate  one.  Manufacture  if  you  can,  but 
do  not  force  the  country  into  such  a  system  as  is 
fit  for  Britain.  It  would  be  pernicious,  as  well  to 
the  morals,  as  to  all  the  fundamental  interests  of 
the  United  States. 
Mr.  Ton  rose  in  reply.    The  gentleman  from 


South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hamilton)  had  not  gone 
far  enough,  when  he  said  this  bill  would  be  re- 
sisted inch  by  inch — ^he  should  have  said,  half 
inch  by  half  inch,  and  hair's  breadth  by  hair's 
breadth.    Here  had  the  House  been  sitting  and 
debating  for  ten  days,  on  the  very  refined  article 
of  cotton  bagging !    Mr.  T.  produced  a  letter  from 
a  mercantile  gentleman  of  intelligence  at  Sag 
Harbor,  stating  that  the  American  hemp  was 
there  preferred  to  the  Russian.    The  gentlemen 
from  the  cotton  countrjf^,  said  Mr.  T..  resist  the 
principle  of  a  compromise  of  interests  tor  the  gen- 
eral good,  and  cry  out,  '*  we  get  nothing."  When 
reminded  of  the  duty  on  cotton,  they  say  it  was 
laid  for  revenue.    For  revenue !  when  not  a  bale 
of  cotton  was  imnorted.    They  ask,  Is  it  fair  we 
of  the  South  should  pay  three  cents  more  duty  on 
baggin£[?    We  ask.  Is  it  fair  that  all  the  rest  of 
the  Union  should  pay  the  South  three  cents  a 
pound  on  their  sugar?    They  talk  to  us  about 
their  distresses  too !    Let  us  look  at  their  distress. 
Mr.  T.  then  produced  a  calculation,  in  a  New 
Orleans  paper,  showing  that  the  annual  profit  oa 
every  slave  employed  in  the  sugar  plantations, 
was  from  five  to  seven  hundred  dollars.    [Mr. 
Livingston  denied  having  spoken  of  distress.] 
Well,  said  Mr.  T.,  others  did.    But,  in  other  parts 
of  the  Union,  there  does  exist  real  distress.    A 
proof  of  wbicn  is  in  this  one  fact — that  the  United 
States  exports,  at  this  day,  notwithstanding  all 
her  increase  in  population  and  territory,  less  of 
the  staple  commodities  of  the  country  tnan  she 
did  in  1790.    And  of  this  amount,  those  five  cot- 
ton growing  States,  that  are  now  to  be  ruined — 
yes,  ruined ! — by  a  duty  of  three  cents  more  on 
oaggine,  export  more  than  the  whole  Union  be- 
sides.   The  gentleman  asks.  Why  don't  we  make 
the  article  better  ?    The  same  question  was  asked 
us,  when  we  asked  for  a  duty  on  coarse  cottons. 
We  got  the  dutv,  and  we  made  them  better.    Give 
us  a  duty  on  bagginff,  and  we  will  make  that 
better  too.    Gunpowder,  coaches,  saddles,  boots, 
shoes,  are  all  protected  by  duties  of  thirty  and 
forty  per  cent.;  and  what  is  the  consequence? 
We  make  them  good — we  make  them  cheap — and 
we  begin  to  ^itport  them.    Why  ?    We  have  got 
the  market.    Give  us  the  market  for  bag^in^,  and 
that  will  follow  suit.    The  duty  in  the  Dill,  is  the 
very  duty  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury — himself  a  Southern  man — who  should 
know,  at  least,  as  much  about  the  revenue  as  the 
gentlemen  who  cry  out  that  it  will  be  rnined*- 
and  as  much  about  the  interests  of  the  South,  as 
other  Southern  gentlemen    As  to  the  duty  beine 
prohibitory,  I  certainly  did  not  mean  that  it  would 
be  so  by  any  other  force,  any  other  compulsion, 
than  that  of  interest  and  voluntary  choice.    But 
if,  as  the  gentleman  zhjs,  they  will  still  import 
the  articles,  why,  then  it  will  help  the  revenue 
that  they  tell  us  is  to  be  destroyed,  and  so  it  will 
only  operate  in  favor  of  the  bill.    Gentlemen  cry 
out  about  a  tax  on  the  Southern  States!    Let 
them  look  at  the  bounty  on  sugar.    Louisiana 
now  raises  thirty  millions  of  pounds,  the  protect- 
ing duty  on  which  is  nine  hundred  tnousand  dol- 
lars! more  than  the  whole  duty  on  bagging— 
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more,  twice  over,  than  is  laid  by  that  duty  on  the 
whole  Southern  country  put  together. 

Mr.  Letcher  said,  he  was  verv  sensible  this 
was  rather  a  dry  argument,  and  oy  this  time  it 
was  pretty  nearly  threadbare.  The  gentleman 
from  Louisiana,  who  introduced  the  motion,  he 
did  not  see  in  his  place  to-day.  He  presumed  he 
had  bi^oken  himself  down  by  his  exertion.  That 
gentleman  tried  to  convince  the  House  that  we 
could  not  make  enough  of  the  article.  Being 
pretty  well  beaten  oif  of  that  ground,  his  colleague 
had  taken  another,  and  had  labored  equally  hard 
to  convince  the  House  that,  if  we  did  make  enough, 
it  would  not  be  good  enough.  Of  this  subject,  he 
presumed  fact  would  be  preferred  to  speculation — 
and  he  had  a  witness  before  him,  just  arrived  from 
one  of  the  factories  concerned.  It  was  a  thread 
i£ade  out  of  the  hemp  now  used  for  the  bagging 
made  at  Lexington,  and  he  wished  that  gentleman 
would  be  good  enough  to  examine  it.  He  entreated 
honorable  gentlemen  to  consider  the  condition  of 
the  people  of  Kentucky.  They  had  tried  the  rais- 
ing of  tobacco.  They  had  carried  it  to  Louisiana 
for  a  market,  and  had  returned  losers.  They  had 
tried  the  raising  of  com ;  it  was  the  same  thing^^ 
of  whiskey ;  the  same  thing.  They  can  raise  no 
one  article  that  will  return  them  a  profit.  As 
soon  as  there  is  a  demand,  so  great  is  the  compe- 
tition, and  so  ea^er  the  desire  to  carry  on  a  trade 
of  almost  any  kmd,  that  the  market  is  glutted, 
and  the  price  instantly  falls.  He  defied  the  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana  to  point  out  one  single 
article  of  those  which  Kentucky  could  supply,  that 
had  ever  been  scarce  at  New  Orleans.  The  gen- 
tleman says  he  is  in  favor  of  the  general  principle 
of  the  bill — but  he  seems  to  oppose  its  provisions 
in  detail.  He  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  debtor  of  whom 
I  once  heard,  who,  when  applied  to^  to  pay  the 
interest  of  an  old  debt,  said  it  was  apramst  his  prinr 
eif^  to  do  SO'— and,  when  asked,  then,  to  pay  the 
principal,  replied,  it  was  against  his  inierist.  If 
we  apply  to  him  to  sanction  the  duty  on  bagging, 
he  sa^s  it  is  against  his  interest',  and,  when  we 
ask  him  to  support  the  other  parts  of  this  bill,  I 
expect  he  will  tell  us  it  is  against  his  fmnciple ; 
80  that,  between  his  interest  and  his  principles,  I 

S resume  the  bill  will  not  get  much  support  from 
im. 

The  first  question  is.  Can  this  article  be  made 
in  sufficient  quantitv  ?  We  have  shown  that  it 
can.  They  then  teU  us,  If  we  do  give  you  the 
dutv,  you  will  only  lose  the  market,  for  then  it 
will  be  made  in  New  York. 

[Mr.  LivivGSTON  explained.] 

If,  said  Mr.  L.,  enough  can  be  raised,  no  matter 
where,  then  the  plain  question  is.  Whether  it  is 
better  to  make  it  ourselves,  or  to  go  to  a  foreign 
market  to  get  it.  And,  while  we  ask  this  small 
protecting  duty,  we  tell  the  gentleman  that  Ken- 
tucky can  export  nothing,  to  any  profit,  but  her 
hemp.  As  to  the  bad  quality  of  the  article — when 
we  had  the  whole  of  the  market,  during  the  late 
war,  did  we  hear  any  complaint  from  the  fac- 
tories, thtt  it  injured  the  cotton  ?  No,  sir.  These 
complaints  come  from  abroad.  They  are  Scotch 
complaints,  in  an  English  dress.    But^  granting 


that  the  article  is  not  at  present  aa  good  as  eonld 
be  desired — I  ask,  Will  not  this  duty,  by  giving 
us  our  own  market,  induce  competition  among 
ourselves  ?  It  has  done  so  in  cotton,  and  while  it 
has  raised  the  quality,  it  has  lowered  the  price. 

Mr.  Owen  rose  to  explain  a  remark  he  hid 
made  as  to  the  efiect  of  an  observation  of  a  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Trimble.)  '  He  replied, 
again,  to  the  argument  respecting  faiag|ging  selling 
at  the  price  of  cotton — and  to  that  or  the  plantei 
not  being  the  exporter ;  and  showed  that  the  ex- 
porter being  governed  by  the  price  allowed  in  the 
foreiffn  market,  it  resulted  in  the  same  thing  to 
the  planter,  as  if  he  was  the  exporter  himself.  He 
retorted  the  charge  of  inconsistency. 

Mr.  LiviNGSTOM  explained,  and  repeated  some 
of  his  former  positions,  and  still  insisted  that,  if, 
with  a  bounty  of  eighty  dollars  a  ton,  which  is 
more  than  half  the  whole  price,  they  had  not  raised 
hemp  that  the  manufacturer  would  make  use  o(j 
there  was  little  prospect  that  they  would  in  future. 
When  the  American  manufacturer  will  consent 
to  take  our  hemp  at  all,  then  a  protecting  doty 
may,  with  more  propriety,  be  asked  for.     The  ar- 
gument from  the  efiect  of  the  duty  on  coarse  cot- 
tons would  not  hold — because,  when   that  doty 
was  laid,  the  material  was  already  of  the  very  best 
quality,  and  the  fabric  was  made  almost  wholly 
by  machinery.    He  was  sorry  to  find  his  declara- 
tions met  with  so  little  credit  from  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  TMr.  Letcher  ;)  hb  conduct,  he 
trusted,  would  always  show  that  he  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  making  false  declarations — he  hoped 
that  the  gentleman's  prophecy  about  an  improve- 
ment in  hemp  would  prove  more  correct  than  about 
his  not  supporting  the  general  principle  and  pro- 
visions of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Clay  was  happy  to  hear  such  a  dedaratioa 
from  the  honorable  member  from  Loaisiana,  and 
he  was  now  about  to  put  those  declarations  to  the 
test.  I,  said  Mr.  C,  am  a  hemp  grower,  (that  is, 
at  such  times  as  the  situation  of  the  oountry  and 
the  regulations  of  Government  render  it  possible, 
without  loss.)  The  ^ntlemaa  seems  to  believe 
that  it  is  impossible,  in  this  country,  to  make  the 
article  good.  Sir,  as  nature  delivers  it  to  our 
hands,  it  is  of  as  fine  a  quality  as  any  in  the 
world ;  it  has  no  natural,  inherent  defect  of  any 
kind  whatever.  The  only  difficulty  attends  the 
treatment  of  it  after  it  is  cut  down  or  palled  up^ 
rfor  both  modes  are  pursued.)  It  is  then  either 
dew-rotted  or  water-rotted,  when  it  is  to  be  dew- 
rotted,  it  is  stacked  till  the  month  of  December  cr 
January,  and  then  spread  under  the  snow  till 
February — this  is  called  dew-rotting.  In  the  other 
process,  the  hemp  is  immersed  in  ponds  or  running 
streams,  where  some  process  goes  on  by  which  the 
glutinous  part  of  the  vegetable  is  dissoired,  and 
when  dry  it  is  submitted  to  an  operation  nlled 
breaking.  When  thus  prepared,  the  hemp  of  this 
country  is,  in  all  respects,  equal  to  the  ltussia£. 
and  commands  as  hl^  a  price. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  on  my 
right,  (Mr.  Lathrop,)  tells  me  that  he  always 
water-rots  his  hemp.  I  have  known  in  KentncJky 
entire  crops  to  be  waterrotted;  and  ir  maj  he 
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done  wherever  hemp  is  raised,  if  we  were  only 
favored  with  the  protection  of  Government  to  se- 
cure to  us  our  own  market. 

The  gentleman  from  Loubiana  says  that  we 
have  already  a  bounty  of  eighty  dollars  a  ton,  and 
yet  the  manufacturer  will  not  take  the  hemp  we 
raise.   Does  not  the  gentleman  know  that  this 
observation  applies  only  to  the  dew-rotted?    And, 
besides,  what  is  the  bounty  without  any  certainty 
of  the  market  ?   A  cargo  of  three  or  four  hundred 
tons  imported  will  destroy  the  market  for  a  whole 
,        crop.    If  the  gentleman  doubts  this,  will  he  guar- 
anty the  market  ?    The  farmers  of  Kentucky  nave 
given  this  matter  a  sufficient  trial;  pressed  by 
suffering  at  home,  and  lured  by  the  flattering 
promises  of  hope,  they  have  again  and  again  ven- 
tured, and  again  and  again  they  have  been  broken 
down  by  foreigners — by  the  serfs  and  boors  of 
Russia.    If  adequate  protertiou  was  given,  the 
water-rotted  hemp  would  speedily  supersede  the 
dew-rotted  article,  and  all  the  hemp  of  the  country 
would  become  good.    But,  even  the  dew-rotted 
hemp  will  answer  every  purpose  for  cotton  bajg- 
giog,  provided  the  bales  are  not  exposed  to  the 
wet.    But  the  gentleman  asks,  with  an  air  of  tri- 
umph which  I  was  sorry  to  witness,  why  don't 
you  do  it  ?   If  you  can  make  a  good  bagging,  why 
IS  bagging  of  your  make  always  ten  cents  a  yard 
below  the  imported  ?    And  he  quotes  from  a  price 
current,  to  show  that  ours  is  put  down  at  half 

5rice«    But  what  is  the  date  ofthat  paper  ?  1822. 
*he  very  year  in  which  the  manufacture  was 
languishing  and  almost  destroyed,  and  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  which  it  began  to  revive.    Tet  he  re- 
iterates upon  us  the  question,  whv  don't  you  at 
once  make  it  both  cheap  and  good  7    Sir,  we  want 
to  breathe.    We  are,  in  this  respect,  just  born. 
Our  factories  are  but  eighteen  months  in  being, 
and  already  they  have  reduced  the  Scotch  price. 
The  gentleman  objects  to  the  recent  paper  quoted 
by   my   honorable  friend    over    the  Way,  (Mr. 
Sharpe,)  because  the  planters,  he  says,  are  all 
supplied,  nothing  is  doing  in  the  market^  and  the 
price  is  nominal  merely.    But,  sir;  I  am  in  posses^ 
sion  of  another  paper,  onlv  two  or  three  days  later 
than  that  quoted,  and  a  different  price  is  given, 
-which  shows  that  there  is,  at  this  time,  seme  ac- 
tijrity  in  the  markets  The  majority  of  the  planters 
may  be  supplied,  but  there  are  also  provident  men, 
•who  reserve  their  purchases  till  the  market  is 
lowest.     When  I  left  my  home,  which  was  at  the 
tia^e  -whea  the  purchases  are  usually  made,  I  saw 
letters  from  bigniy  respectable  men,  which  stated 
that  the  bagging  of  Kentuckv  (from  one  particular 
factory  at  Cexington)  was  then  bringing  a  price 
equal  to  the  Scotch  article.    Sir,  we  only  ask  you 
!o  let  our  manufactures  exist  under  hope^  and  in 
i^ig-hteen  jnontbs,  my  word  for  it,  you  will  have 
ya.gging  as  good  as  the  Scotch,  in  equal  abun- 
lance^  and  at  a  less  price. 

3efore  I  sit  down,  I  must  add  a  word  or  two  in 
eply  to  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  rMr.HOofi- 
ooAf,^  Mrfio  told  us  that  the  manuuicturers  of 
>unclee  lived  in  a  cokl  climate,  bought  their  fuel, 
ad  brought  their  heoip  from  Dantzic,  though 
ley  liad  nothing  to  give  for  it  in  exchange.  Why, 


sir.  though  1  do  not  in  the  least  doubt  that  honor- 
able member  had  folly  convinced  his  owa  mind 
that  this  was  so,  did  he  know  so  little  about  trade 
as  not  to  be  aware  that  it  was  not  the  manufac- 
turer, but  the  merchant  who  imports  the  material 
of  British  manufactures?  Ana  does  he  suppose 
that  nothing  goes  from  Britain  up  the  Baltic,  for 
the  hemp  and  iron  that  come  down  the  Baltic  ? 
I  repeat  what  1  before  mentioned,  that  the  Scotch 
manufacfurer  may  afford  to  make  a  sacrifice  for 
a  time— that  he  may  enjoy  the  monopoly  in  the 
end.  But  if  that  gentleman  is  really  convinced 
that  there  must  be  a  monopoly  of  this  article 
somewhere,  would  he  not  rather  give  it  to  the 
American  than  to  the  Scotch  manufacturer?  I 
put  it  to  his  patriotism. 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  sa]|rs  that  this 
manufacture  is  in  no  need  of  protection,  because 
we  have  been  obliged  to  take  our  hands  from  it 
and  employ  them  m  other  occupations.  Sir^  we 
have  done  so,  it  is  true — ^lamentably  true.  We 
have  tried  the  raising  of  tobacco ;  we  have  tried 
horses;  we  have  tried  hogs;  we  have  tried  hemp; 
the  industry  of  the  country  roams  from  object  to 
object,  trying  every  thins,  and  alike  in  vain.  "VTft 
want  protection — ^we  ask  this  Gk)vernment  for  pro* 
tection — not  against  our  brethren — not  against 
other  States,  but  against  strangers. 

Mr.  Too  said,  in  replv  to  a  remark  respectinff- 
drawback,  that  this  oill  touched  no  drai^bcir^ 
whatever.  If  the  one  and  a  half  pence  sterlhi^>  ^ 
allowed  by  the  British  Government  on  bagging  is 
a  drawback,  this  bill  has  nothing  to  do  with  it, 
and  six  cents  will  be  the  whole  ^ty ;  and  this  is 
the  very  amount  recommended  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  himself  a  Southern  man. 

Mr.  Cobb.  I  don't  care  who  recommends  it, 
I  am'  opposed  to  it.  The  Secretary,  howev'er, 
means  six  cents  on  the  running  yard,  not  on  the 
square  yard. 

Mr.  Too.  Admit  this ;  it  is  only  equal  to  the 
raising  of  the  duty  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  per 
cent  Tet,  surely,  the  Government  would  not  be 
so  short-sighted  as  to  lay  a  duty  on  the  running 
yard,  which  might  at  once  be  evaded  by  increas- 
ittff  the  width  of  the  goods. 

Mr.  Cambrelbng.  At  the  time  the  Secretary 
recommended  six  cents  on  the  souare  yard,  that 
sum  differed  very  little  from  the  ad  valorem  duty. 

Mr.  McKiM.  It  is  a  bounty,  and  not  a  draw- 
back, that  Britain  allows;  it  is,  therefore,  included 
by  the  3d  section  of  this  bill,  and  the  duty  is  ten 
cents,  and  not  six. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
McDuFFiE,  who  expressed  a  desire  to  deliver  his 
views  more  fully  on  the  subject. 


Thursoat,  February  26. 
Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  Pbesi- 

OENT  OF  THE  UniTEO  StATES,  VIZ  : 

To  the  House  of  Re^esenUUives  of  the  United  SkUes : 

I  tranffmit,  herewith,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  containing  the  information  called  for  by  a  res- 
olution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  passed  on  the  fourth  instant  respecting  $tr 
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change  the  duty  from  six  cents  to  four-and-a-half 
cents  per  square  yard,  which  was  agreed  to— 
ayes  119. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  then  moved  to  strike  out 
<he  clause  laying  a  duty  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
bushel  on  imported  wheat.  He  would  submit  a 
very  few  remarks  to  the  CoQimittee,  in  support  of 
his  motion.  The  bill  seemed  to  proceed  upon  the 
principle  of  a  compensation  of  equivalents,  by  af- 
fording to  the  respective  interests  of  the  country, 
their  relative  share  of  legislative  protection.  In 
relation  to  the  article  of  wheat,  he  thought  that  a 
few  plain  considerations  would  satisfv  the  Oom- 
mittee^  that  a  duty  on  importation  wouid  be  wholly 
inefficient  to  the  attainment  of  the  end  proposed ; 
that  it  would  present  the  appearance  of  aid  to 
that  description  of  agriculture,  whilst,  in  practical 
operation,  it  would  produce  no  substantial  result. 
For  his  own  part,  he  had  never  heard  of  more  than 
about  three  cargoes  of  foreign  wheat  bein^  im- 
ported into  the  United  States ;  iX  he  were  incor- 
rect in  this,  he  would  ask  any  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  correct  his  mistake,  by  affording  infor- 
mation on  the  subject. 

The  United  States,  then,  are  not  an  importing 
but  an  exporting  country  in  relation  to  this  article. 
Now,  it  must  TO  a  palpable  principle  of  political 
economy  (if  he  could  venture  to  use  that  expres- 
sion, which  had  incurred  so  much  denunciation,) 
that  a  commodity  which  can  successfully  sustain 
a  competition  in  the  foreign  market,  not  only  with- 
out the  aid  of  our  duty  on  importation,  which 
then  cannot  operate  but  with  the  disadvantage  of 
the  price  of  transportation,  dec,  cannot  need  that 
aid,  as  against  the  same  foreign  article  in  the 
home  market,  where  ours  would  be  relieved  from 
these  disadvantages,  and  the  foreign  ooe  would 
be  subject  to  them.  The  duty  upon  importation 
clearly  can  only  effectually  operate  where  the 
dutiable  article  is  imported ;  but  where,  as  in  this 
case,  it  either  is  not  imported  at  all,  or  in  quanti^ 
ties  utterly  inconsideraUe,  it  cannot  afford  any 
practical  aid. 

Gentlemen  seem,  on  manv  occasions,  to  be  de- 
sirous of  imitating  the  British  example,  in  its  pro- 
tecting system.  Permit  me  to  remind  the  Com- 
mittee or  the  course  pursued  by  that  Government 
in  relation  to  its  agricultural  interest,  by  mieans  of 
its  corn  laws.  Until  about  the  year  1761,  Great 
Britain  was,  in  some  degree,  an  exporting  coun- 
try of  corn.  At  that  time,  they  aided  their  agricul- 
tural interest  by  a  bounty.  Since  the  period 
stated^  she  has  been  mostly  an  importing  country ; 
and  since  this  change  in  her  situation,  she  has 
prohibited  importation  until  wheat  has  risen  to  a 

fiven  sum  per  quarter.  The  application  which 
propose  to  make  of  the  example  just  stated,  is 
this :  that  legislation,  in  relation  to  this  sulnect, 
to  produce  any  practical  result,  ought  to  be  adapt- 
ed to  the  situation  and  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try. When  the  country  is  an  importing  one,  then 
a  duty  upon  importation  is  appropriate  and  effec- 
tual ;  bnt  when,  as  is  the  case  with  us,  the  coun- 
try is  an  exporting  one,  then  a  duty  on  importa- 
tion is  utterly  inappropriate  and  inoperative; 
a^id,  tben,  if  you  propose  to  give  aid  which  shall  ] 


be  effectual,  it  should  be  by  bounty,  whieh  will 
operate  upon  exportation.  Considering,  then,  the 
situation  of  this  coontry,  that  its  churacter  was 
that,  not  of  an  importing,  but  an  exportiog  one; 
and  that,  conaequently,  Sie  proposed  duty  was  an 
apparent,  not  a  substantial  aid,  he  wished  ii  to  be 
stricken  out,  because  he  did  not,  on  the  p^rt  of  his 
constituents,  wish  to  have  the  form  of  ptotectioD, 
whilst,  according  to  the  view  he  had  taken,  they 
certainly  had  not  the  substance. 

The  CommiHee  now  rose  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


'     FaiDAT,  February  27. 

Mr.  WaiTTLSSBT,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  cases 
of  lea  Robertson,  Joseph  Rosson,  and  Robert 
Tolar ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
same  committee,  to  which  was .  Fecommitted  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll,  of  Dodding- 
ton,  and  others,  reported  the  same  withonc  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to. which  was  referred  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'Aa 
act  to  repeal,  in  part,  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to 
lessen  the  compensation  for  marshals,  elerks,  and 
attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned,"  reported 
their  agreement  to  the  said  amendm^kt ;  which 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Sandforo  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Reanhed,  That  the  Committee  on  tiia  PoMie  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  brin^tsg 
to  a  bill  to  proTide  by  law  for  all  settlers  on  Uie  paUk 
lands  of  the  United  States ;  or»  where  they  hav«  aads 
any  improTements  theseonp  snd  the  sale  of  the  pabtic 
land,  wheve  improTaments  have  been  made  as  ain*- 
said,  should  UdLs  place  after  the  first  day  of  Match  in 
any  year  theresiUr,  the  oeeopant  shall  have  the  tight 
of  holding  his  improvement  for  one  year,  or  nntfl  the 
first  of  March  next  after  the  sale  of  said  land. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  negatived  by 
the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  O'Bbibn,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  term  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  m  the  town  of  Mac>>'»s 
in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  of  raising  tha  aalarf  of 
the  judge  of  said  cotirt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Warfielo,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  titt 
payment  of  any  balance  doe  by  the  Gh>vetttnieiic 
to  the  collectors  of  the  internal  revenue. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  the  Coon- 
mittee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions  were  instreeted 
to  inquire  into  the  eoqp^diencv  of  extending  to 
Joseoh  Atset,  a  soldier  engageu  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
the  provisions  of  an  act  of.  Congress,  passed  tbe 
16th  of  March,  1819,  entitled  '<  An  act  lo  niofide 
for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  ana  aMml 
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iervice  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revdationary 
war}"  and  the  several  supplementarv  acts  there- 
unto,  passed  1st  of  Iday,  1820,  and  3d  of  March, 
1823. 

Ob  motioni  of  Mr.  Oweh,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instnieted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  an  amiropxiatiott  to 
compensate  the  friendly  Creek  Indians,  for  prop- 
erty lost  and  destroyed  daring  the  Ute  Credc 
war* 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  by  leaTe  of  the 
House,  presented  a  memorial  and  remonstrance 
of  the  Cliamber  of  Commerce  of  New  •Haren,  in 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  against  the  passaffe  of 
the  bill  now  pending  in  this  House,  to  amend  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports. 

The  BpfiAKEft  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Baldwin,  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Owen,  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  by  him  on  the  l9th  instant, 
and  which  had  been,  subsequently,  amended,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

And  the  question,  Will  the  House  now  consider 
the  said  resolution  7  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  59,  nays  114,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Msssrs.  Allen  of  MsssachuBetts,  J.  S.  Bar- 
bour, Bartlett,. Blair,  Breat,  Buek,  Cambraleng,  Cary, 
CaMedy,   Cobb,    Cocke,    Crownlnahield»    C  ashman, 
Forsyth,   Garnett,  Gist,  Garley,  Hamilton,  Harvey, 
Hayden,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Ingham,  IsscIlb, 
Jennings,  Kidder,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Liv- 
ingston, Locke,  McKee,  McKim,  Mitchell  pf  Pennsyl- 
-vania,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,    O'Brien,  Owen, 
J*Iumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Bankin,  Rey- 
nolds, Koee,  Band  ford,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  ArUiur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smith,  William  Smith,  Standefer,  Thomp- 
son of  Georgia,  Tu^er  of  South  Carolioa,  Vance  of 
^i^orth  CaroKbia,  .Van  Rensselaer,  Warfield,  WIHiams 
4>r  Naw  York,  WiUiams  of  Virginia,  and  Wilson  of 
J^oath  Carolina. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
lien  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Archer,  Bailey,  Baylies, 
flirber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bartley,  Bas- 
aty   Beacher,  Breek,  Brown,  Buchanan,   Boekner, 
ciiton,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Clark,  Collins, 
ondiet,- Conner,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Gnlpeper,  Day, 
Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Carolina,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Foote  of  New  York, 
3rwanl»  Garrison,  Gatiin,  Gsai«r*  Harris,  Hayward, 
0inphili,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogtboom,  Houston, 
xmkins,  J*  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kremer, 
i^eJirop,  Lawrenee,  Lee,  Litchfield,  Little,  Long* 
c?  .Arthur,  McCoy,  McKean,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
ean  oi  Ohio,  Mallarv,  Marklev,  Martindale,  Mar- 
Matlack,  Matson,^  Metcalfe,  Moore  of  Kentucky, 
'^an,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
mer  df  Pennsylvania,  Reed,  Richards,  Rich,  Rives, 
«Ts,  Ross,  Saunders,  Scott,  Sloane,  Sterling,  Stew- 
fitoddard.  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eydc,  Test, 
jcnpson  of  Kentucky,   Tod,   Tomlinson,   Tra^r, 
ble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyek, 
,  Wayne,  Whipple,    Whitman,   Whittlesey, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  James  Wilson, 
Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and 
rJit. 


THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  resoUcd  itself  into -a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several 
acts  laying  duties  on  imports.  The  pending  ques- 
tion beinff  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour, 
to  strike  trom  the  bill  the  proposed  duty  of  twenty- 
five  cents  per  bushel  on  wheat — 

Mr.  Garnett,  of  Virginia,  said  such  repeated 
claims  to  protection  had  been  founded,  by  the 
manufacturers,  on  the  encouragement  supposed  to 
have  been  given  to  agriculture,  that  it  was  the  in- 
terest of  the  agriculturists^  who  knew  this  notion 
to  be  the  nearest  fallacy  m  the  world,  to  strike 
from  the  bill  every  item  which  purported  to  be 
for  their  benefit.  With  this  view,  he  had  moved 
the  other  day  to  strike  out  an  item,  on  which,  he 
supposed,  at  some  future  period,  a  pretext  might 
be  rounded  for  saying  a  small  portion  of  a  small 
section  of  our  country,  namely,  the  fruit-growers 
of  Florida,  had  been  protected.  Had  he  known 
at  the  time  that  the  mil  contained  a  proposition 
for  a  duty  on  wheat,  (a  circumstance  that  had 
escaped  his  notice,  from  his  cursory  perusal  of  it,) 
he  should  have  struck  at  that  game  rather  than 
the  other,  which  was  of  inferior  importance.  It 
was  fortunate,  however,  that  he  did  not  know  it, 
as  it  was  the  means  of  the  motion  being  made  by 
his  worthy  colleague,  who  was  much  more  able 
to  sustain  it. 

This  attempt  to  raise  the  price  of  wheat,  Mr. 
G.  observed,  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  ex- 
amples of  tne  progress  of  the  American  Legisla- 
ture in  the  science  of  political  economy  which  had 
ever  been  exhibited.  If  it  was  not  for  the  respect 
which  he  entertained  for  the  gentlemen  who  com- 
posed the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  he  should 
really  have  supposed  that  the  duty  had  been  in- 
troduced merely  ad  oaptaindwn — to  induce  the  ag- 
riculturists to  compound  for  the  certain  evil  con- 
tained in  the  bill  for  the  promise  of  contingent 
ffood;  but  the  respect  he  had  for  these  gentlemen 
forbade  the  idea  that  they  would  endeavor  to  ac- 
complish, by  sleight  of  hand,  by  legerdemain,  and 
maniigement,  what  they  could  not  efiect  by  the 
force  of  reason  and-  truth.  And,  indeed,  as  this 
idea  of  rabing  the  price  of  grain  was  not  the  only 
extraordinarv  thing  in  the  theory  of  political 
economy  which  they  had  adopted,  he  had  no 
right  to  attribute  to  them  any  other  motive  than 
the  ostensible  on6.  It  was  remarked,  said  Mr.  G., 
by  one  of  the  most  distineuished  writers  of  the 
present  age,  the  celebrated  Malthos,  that,  to  know- 
what  we  can  do,  and  how  to  do  it,  is  the  most 
valuable  species  of  information  we  can  possess. 
The  next  is,  to  know  what  we  cannot  do,  and 
why  we  cannot  do  it.  It  appeared  to  him  that, 
in  the  present  state  of  our  legislation,  the  latter 
information  was  more  desirable  than  the  former ; 
for,  under  the  belief  that  we  can  do  a  good  which 
we  cannot  do,  we  are  about  to  do  an  evil  which 
we  certainly  can  do.  Under  the  belief  that  we 
can  protect  agriculture,  we  are  about  to  ruin  it. 
He  said  under  this  belief,  because  it  had  been  re- 
peatedly avowed,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  by 
gentlemen,  that  they  would  not  support  the  bill 
ut  from  a  conviction  that  its  pressure  on  the  dif- 
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ferent  portions  of  the  country,  and  several  classes 
of  the  community,  would  be  equal.    If  it  could  be 
made  to  appear   that  Congress  could  not  efll- 
ciently  protect  agriculture,  gentlemen  would  be 
bound,  consistently  with  their  own  declarations, 
to  withdraw  their  support  from  the  bill — and  that 
it  could  be  made  to  appear,  was  unquestionable. 
He  laid  it  down,  as  an  iucontrovertible  position, 
that,  with  respect  to  all  the  great  staples  of  agri- 
culture, of  which  the  country  produced  a  si^- 
ciency  for  .home  consumption,  and  a  surplus  to 
export,  the  price  was  r^ulated  by  that  portion  of 
it  which  went  abroad.    Suppose  a  cargo  of  foreign 
wheat  comes  to  one  of  the  ports  of  3) is  country, 
whilst  the  American  merchant  is  shipping  domes- 
tic wheat  to  another  country,  and  that  it  can  be 
sold  here  cheaper  than  the  domestic  wheat:  Will 
not  the  merchant  purchase  it  in  preference  to  the 
domestic  wheat,  and  ship  it  instead  ?    And  why 
will  he  ?    Because,  getting  it  cheaper,  he  makes  a 
greater  profit  on  it.    But  does  not  this  prove  that 
the  owner  himself  may  make  the  pront  1    Will 
he  be  stupid  enough  to  permit  the  American  mer- 
chant to  make  a  profit  which  he  can  make  him- 
self?   Will  he  not  carry  his  wheat  himself  to  the 
foreign  market,  and  drive  us  out  of  that,  before  he 
comes  in  competition  with  us  in  our  own  ?    And 
will  he  not,  to  avoid  additional  expense,  go  thither 
directly,  instead  of  touching  at  our  ports  ?    It  is 
self-evident  that  he  will,  ahd,  that  the  necessary 
condition  of  a  competition  with  us  in  our  own 
markets,  will  be,  our  previous  exclusion  from  the 
foreign  market.    A  few  straggling  cargoes  that 
may  come  to  this  country,  prove  nothing  to  the 
contrary.    The  same  was  true  of  all  the  great 
staples  of  our  agriculture — corn,  tobacco,  rice, 
cotton,  &c.    With  respect  to  cotton,  even  if  the 
duty  could  be  added  to  the  price,  which  was  im- 
possible, it  would  be  only  a  tax  on  the  manufac^ 
turer  to  ihe  extent  of  his  individual  consumption. 
In  the  same  way,  it  would  be  a  tax  on  the  cotton 
grower,  who  would  pay  back  to  the  manufacturer 
the  amount  of  the  duty  advanced  to  him  on  the 
raw  article.    E?en  with  respect  to  sugac,  and 
other  agricultural  commodities,  the  production  of 
which  was  limited  by  climate  or  other  causes, 
competition  had  a  much  more  rapid  effect  in  re- 
ducing prices,  than  it  had  in  manufactures.  Where 
the  lands  of  tk^  first  quality  had  not  all  been 
brought  into  cultivation,  there  was  no  limit  to  the 
increase  of  the  supply  but  the  quantity  of  labor 
that  could  be  applied.    By  clearing  the  land,  and 
rendering  it  more  arable,  the  facility  of  produc- 
tion was  increased — the  same  labor  could  pro- 
duce more.    It  was  otherwise  in  manufactures. 
Additional  labor  could  not  permanently  diminish 
prices,  unless  it  was  accompanied  by  improve- 
ment m  skill,  in  machinery,  by  augmented  capital, 
or  by  some  other  circumstance  that  facilitated 
production,  and  enabled  the  same  labor  to  pro- 
duce more,  and  these  circumstances  were  gener- 
ally of  slow  acquisition,  never  greatly  exceeding 
the  immediate  wants  of  society.     The  reason 
why  competition   from   mere    additional  labor 
could  not  permanently  diminish  the  price  of  manu- 
factures was,  that,  if  a  great  supply  should  be 


thrown  into  the  nuurket,  and  thus  sink  the  price 
below  the  cost  of  production,  the  commoditr 
would  cease  to  be  produced ;  and,  if  this  was  cob- 
tinned  for  any  length  of  time,  the  capital  itself  of 
the  manufacturer  would    be   destro|Fed.    With 
land  it  was  different.    Mere  labor,  without  addi- 
tional skill,  inereased  the  facility  of  prodnctioi. 
But  even  when  an  extraordinary  supply  redoced 
the  price  of  its  prodocls  below  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion, and  a  certain  quantity  of  land  thereby  ceased 
to  be  cultivated)  it  was  not  like  the  capital  of  the 
manufacturer,  destroyed,  but  might  be  recurred  to 
again,  whenever  a  diminished  supply  produced  t 
new  demand.    There  was,  then,  no  justice  in 
considering  t|ie  protection  to  agricaiture  as  is 
ofiBset  to  that  of  manufactures.    It  must,  necessa- 
rily, be  partial  and  temporary.    A  protection  to  a 
small  portion  of  the  country,  which  burdened  the 
rest,  was  no  excuse  for  burdening  the  whole.    It 
was  most  extraordinary  to  hear  eentlemen  eon- 
tend  that  competition  diminished  the  price  of 
manufactures,  but  that  competition  increased  the 

f»rice  of  agricultural  products.    He  should  leaUr 
ike  to  hear  by  what  ingenuity  they  explained 
these  opposite  and  contradictory  effects. 

When  gentlemen  fly  in  the  face  of  received 
maxims,  sanctioned  by  the  universal  experience 
of  mankind,  they  cannot  expect,  whatever  confi- 
dence we  may  nave  in  their  opinions,  that  we 
shall  receive  them  with  implicit  faith.    When  a 
statesman  afiSrms  that  a  measure  will  be  followed 
by  a  consequence,  he  should  be  able  to  explain  in 
what  manner  the  cause  and  effect  are  connected 
with  each  other.    He  should  be  glad  to  hear  some 
attempt  to  show  in  what  manner  the  doty  oq 
wheat  would  raise  the  price.    Until  it  was  made, 
he  should  beg  leave  to  differ  with  gentlemen.    It 
was  not  by  any  legislative  quackery — by  any  ^ 
CU8  pocus  of  law — that  this  effect  could  be  pro- 
duced.   He  hoped  the  agricoltuhsts  would  unite 
to  strike  from  this  bill  every  thing  that  was  pre- 
tended to  be  for  their  benefit.    The  ipentlcmaB 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  Cobb)  had  very  liberally,  (or 
at  least  very  wisely,  for  liberality  implied  sacri- 
fice, and  there  was  none,)  offered  to  give  his  voi£ 
to  take  off  the  duty  on  cotton.    He  lioped  «« 
should  strike  out  the  duty  on  wheat,  and  that,  bf 
striking  it  out,  we  should  show  at  least  one  thing ; 
and  that  was,  that  we  were  not  opposed  to  an  en- 
tire prohibition  of  soft  earn. 

The  affairs  of  the  agriculturists  of  this  eouaXTf, 
said  Mr.  G.,  have  reached  a  most  eventful  cri^ 
It  behooved  them  to  look  well  to  conseqoeoces  is 
future.  Never  had  a  set  of  men  been  so  indiffer- 
ent to  their  own  interests,  and  never  had  men  sxd- 
fered  more  from  their  own  folly.  Though  pos- 
sessiog  a  numerical  superiority,  they  had,  by  their 
own  injudicious  policy,  reared  up  classes  hostile 
in  their  principles,  and  formidaUe  in  their  strength. 
By  the  funding  system  they  had  created  a  monev; 
ed  capital — they  had  given  these  capitalists  a  baa't 
to  increase  their  profits.  That  portion  of  the  cap- 
ital which  took  tne  direction  of  manufactares  hs^ 
been  increased  by  a  system  of  protecting  dntj^. 
and  the  raanufactu^rs  had  now  a  direct  infioeace 
in  the  House,  altogether  disproportionate  to  their 
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I  nambere  and  importance.    No  doubt  the  consid- 

erations of  public  good  which  prompted  their  rep- 
;  resentatives  to  posecute  the  prohioitory  policy, 

r  were,  in  many  instances,  seconded  by  motires  of 

f  jndi^idaal  interest.    The  manufacturers  were  not 

onljr  JDdebted  to  the  folly  of  the  agriculturists, 
but  to  their  own  sagacity  and  industry.    Nothing 
:         could  exceed  the  zeal  and  activity  with  which 
they  had  promoted  their  objects.    It  was  almost 
*         incredible.    Among  other  means,  they  appeared  to 
have  orjg^anized  a  corps  of  writers — ^writers  whose 
prodactions,  to  judge  by  the  ^^itatUUy^  absolutely 
rivalled  the  effects  of  machinery.  '  These  literary- 
machines  produced  vast  supplies  of  pamphlets, 
1        which,  containing  a  jumble  of  patriotic  notions, 
partial  statements,  and  fallacious  reasoning,  were 
circulated  gratis — sent  into  the  remotest  comers  of 
^        the  country,  by  posts,  pedlars,  and  other  convey- 
ances,  and  often  tell  into  the  hands  of  simple  farm- 
ers, who,  having  no  opportunity  to  hear  the  other 
side,  were  captivated  with  their  specious  state- 
ments, and  often  made  converts  to  a  system  which 
would  ruin  them.    He  had  been  told  of  a  gentle- 
man in  Virginia  who  last  year  sent  a  parcel  of 
wool  to  the  North  to  exchange  for  domestic  cloth, 
and,  when  the  cloth  arrived,  and  the  bale  was 
opened,  he  found  in  it  twelve  copies  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  a  book 
of  eighty  or  a  hundred  pages — no  doubt  thrown 
in  ^rntis,  to  make  up  for  the  additional  cost  of  the 
cloth ;  though  (without  intending  to  disparaffe  the 
merits  of  the  report,  the  writer  of  which  he  knew 
to   be  a  man  of  abilities,)  it  might  be  questioned 
whether  the  receiver  regarded  the  present  in  the 
same  light  with  the  donor. 

But  the  agriculturists,  many  of  them,  were  really 
interested  in  manufactures.    The  disbursement  of 
money  benefited  the  farmers  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  produced  an  appearance  of  prosperity,  which 
had  been  relied  on  as  an  argument  in  faror  of  the 
system,  though  it  was  evident  that  this  prosperity 
'was  at  the  expense  of  the  ^reat  bulk  ot  the  agri- 
culturists.   This  accounted  for  the  petitions  of 
agaric ultarists  in  favor  of  protecting  duties,  which 
some  had  considered  as  matter  of  surprise.    If  you 
-were  to  build  palaces  instead  of  factories,  and  en- 
doi^  the  occupants  with  revenues  drawn  from 
other  quarters  of  the  country,  the  disbursements 
'w^ould  benefit  the  farmers,  who  were  contiguous ; 
palaces  would  become  as  popular  as  factories. 
and  y^e  should,  no  doubt,  see  your  table  loadea 
-with    petitions,  portraying,  in  very  pathetic  lan- 
guAg^j  the  sufferings  of  the  occupants.    Whilst 
the    manufacturers  had  been  unremitdnjr  and  in- 
defatlgfable  in  their  exertions,  the  a^p'iculturists 
liad  l>een,  generally,  supine  and  inactive.    They 
had,  in  some  places  organized  societies,  whose  re- 
monstrances had  had  a  good  effect.     But  those 
societies  met  occasionally  only — apparently  more 
;o    bcaiaqnet  than  to  do  business.    The  zeal  of  a 
*e^w  ^v^as  great,  but  the  greater  part  of  their  mem- 
bers ^were  indifferent  to  the  political  interests  of 
L^rioulture.    When  they  signed  a  remonstrance, 
bey  probably  forgot  it  before  it  reached  Congress. 
^  ft^ir  discharging  this  task,  they  retired,  reposing, 
t    f&raoy  at  least,  on  the  laorcis  of  victory ;  and 


remained  perfectly  quiet,  until  a  new  tariff  aroused 
them  from  their  slumbers,  and  summoned  them  to 
a  new  remonstrance  and  another  banquet.  Agri- 
culture and  its  interests  are  neglected  and  despised. 
Agriculture,  the  great  source  of  our  wealth.  like 
the  militia,  the  great  bulwark  of  our  defence, 
makes  a  figure  in  Fourth  of  July  orations  and 
toasts ;  but,  like  the  militia,  it  is  toasted,  flattered^ 
and  despised.  We  are  a  despised  people— ^f  which 
our  whole  legislation  is  a  proof-— but  there  were 
minor  proofs. 

Four  vears  ago,  a  new  conunittee  had  been  cre- 
ated, called  the  Committee  on  Agriculture.  The 
circumstances  of  its  creation  proved,  that  it  was 
not  intended  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the 
positive  encouragement  of  agricuhure,  but  to  pro- 
tect its  political  interests  from  encroachment.  The 
Committee  on  Manufactures  had  been  separated 
from  that  of  commerce ;  had  reported  a  great,  tariff 
which  had  passed  the  House.  The  day  after  this 
bill  .passed,  it  was,  that  a  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  moved  to  raise  this  new  committee.  The 
committee  had  been  truly  symbolical  of  the  inter- 
est it  represents.  As  the  eentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Cambreleng,;  had  truly  told  the 
House,  whilst  the  other  committees  had  obtained 
spacious  apartments  in  which  to  hold  their  delib- 
erations, that  on  agriculture  had  never,  until  this 
session,  had  an  apartment  at  all ;  but  had  been 
bandied  about  from  one  room  to  another,  and 
sometimes  indebted  even  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  their  most  deadly  enemies,  ^bespoke 
of  their  principles,)  for  a  place  to  sit  in.  And  now 
they  had  a  room,  it  was  more  like  a  dungeon  than 
any  thing  else.  It  had  a  single  window,  looking 
towards  some  interior  part  of  the  building,  into 
which  the  sun  never  darted  a  ray.  This  might  be 
called  a  trifle — and  a  trifle  it  certainly  was — but 
feathers  show  how  the  wind  blows.  This  was 
not  all.  A  majority  of  the  committee  were  in  fa- 
vor of  the  protecting  duty  system,  no  doubt  hon- 
estly, conscientiously.  But,  whilst  the  manufac- 
turers were  provided  with  a  committee,  to  prepare, 
organize,  and  concentrate  the  means  of  attack,  the 
agriculturists  had  no  committee  to  prepare,  organ- 
ize, and  concentrate  the  means  of  defence.  He  owed 
it  to  justice  to  say,  that  he  had  the  best  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  competition  of  the  committee  was 
purely  the  result  of  accident  or  inadvertence — and 
inadvertence  to  the  concerns  of  apiculture,  no  one 
had  a  right  to  impute,  as  a  fauU,  to  another,  for 
all  were  equally  culpable.  But,  if  it  were  any  ad- 
vantage at  all  to  have  a  committee,  it  was  one 
which  the  agriculturists  were  deprived  of.  It  was 
now  time  for  the  agriculturists  to  change  their  con- 
duct, if  they  did  not  wish  to  be  driven  to  choose 
between  the  alternatives  of  ruin  and  resistance. 
But  the  Speaker  had  told  us,  that  he  had  known 
several  tariS  to  pass  through  the  House,  accom- 
panied,  in  every  instance,  with  the  predictions  of 
ruin  or  resistance.  But  the  predictions  were  not 
verified :  no  resistance  had  taken  place.  He  asked 
the  honorable  Speaker,  whether  it  was  doing  jus- 
tice to  his  own  liberality,  to  his  own  philanthropy, 
to  use  this  language  ?  Was  it  not  cruel,  was  it 
not  to  taunt  us,  thus  to  extract  from  our  patienc 
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forbearance,  and  long-saffering,  an  argaroent  for 
putting  them  to  a  stiU  severer  trial  ?  What !  be- 
cause the  mechanical  pressure  has  not  yet  de{>res- 
sed  the  spring  to  the  point  of  re-action,  shall  it  be 
increased  ?  Because  the  degree  of  tension  has  not 
been  sufficient  to  snap  the  chord,  are  further  ex- 
periments to  be  made,  in  order  to  ascertain  ita 
stren£t{i?  Political  writers  had  frequently  pre- 
dicted, that  the  national  debt  of  Qreat  Britain 
would  ruin  the  nation.  Their  predictions  had  not 
proved  true — not  that  they  were  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing the  national  debt  to  be  an  evil:  but  that 
they  had  miscalculated  the  prodigious  productive 
powers  of  the  countr^Tj  and  its  capacity  to  resist 
the  evil.  So  the  agriculturists  of  the  South,  in 
predicting  that  the  unjust  and  oppressive  sys- 
tem pursued  towards  them,  would  produce  resist- 
ance, were  not  mistaken  as  to  the  ruinous  ef- 
fect of  the  system;  but  they  had  miscalculated 
their  capacity  of  endurance,  in  comparison  with 
their  sense  of  suffering — they  had  underrated  their 
attachment  to  the  Union,  compared  with  their 
ability  to  endure  oppression.  The  Speaker  would 
not  undertake  to  deny,  that  the  Southern  States 
were  in  a  ruinous  condition.  What  was  the 
cause?  Vain  and  visionary  philosophers  had 
speculated  on  these  causes.  Some  had  ascribed 
them  to  slavery,  some  to  climate,  ardent  spirits,  to- 
bacco, and  to  other  fantastic  causes ;  but  we  had 
always  had  these  things,  and  had  sometimes  en- 
joyed very  great  prosperity ;  these,  therefore,  were 
not  the  causes.  It  was  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  this:  the  taxation  of  the  General  Qovern- 
ment  did  not  leave  us  income  enough  to  appro- 

Eriate  to  the  improvement  of  the  soiC  Our  laws 
ad  made  the  profits  of  capital  greater  than  the 
profits  of  land  and  labor.  It  was  this  that  had 
driven  our  population  into  distant  lands,  reduced 
them  to  beggary,  and  spread  desolation  over  the 
country.  He  admitted  the  influence  of  State  legis- 
lation, and  tbe  refusal  of  foreigners  to  receive  our 

I  agricultural  products.  But  what  was  the  instru- 
ment by  which  the  State  legislatures  in  the  South 

;  had  produced  the  jg^reatest  mischief?  It  was  banks. 
And  what  gave  rise  to  them  ?  The  General  Gov- 
ernment had  created  a  moneyed  interest  in  the 
Northern  States.  Banks  were  established  for  the 
benefit  of  the  canitalist ;  and,  when  the  Southern 
Slates  adopted  them,  the  argument  was~«at  least 
he  knew  this  to  be  tne  case  as  respected  Virffinia 
— that  they  were  necessary  to  avoid  being  tributa- 
ries to  the  Northern  banks.  As  regarded  our  ex- 
clusion from  foreign  markets,  he  conceded  that  it 
was  in  some  degree  owing  to  the  general  pacifica- 
tion in  Europe,  which  hcul  liberated  a  great  deal 
of  labor  that  bad  been  then  applied  to  apiculture ; 
but  it  was  also,  in  some  measure,  owing. to  our 
own  iK>licy.  By  our  heavy  duties,  we  augo^eiited 
the  price  of  foreign  manufactures ;  diminished  our 
consumption  of  them ;  thus  compelled  the  manu- 
facturers to  turn  agriculturists,  and  then  com- 
plained that  they  would  not  receive  oiur  bread- 
stufis.  Why,  the  true  remedy  for  this  was  to  re- 
verse our  system,  to  retrace  our  steps^  to  cheapen 
manufactures,  increase  their  consumption,  and  tnus 
to  tempt  agricultural  labor  to  find  mora  profitable 


employment.  He  had  no  sort  of  doubt,  that  if,  bf 
a  diminution  of  price,  or  by  increased  means  « 
purchasing,  we  could  consume  double  the  quantity 
of  foreign  manufactures,  we  should  give  a  stioui- 
lus  to  manufacturing  industry,  which  would  at- 
tract agricultural  laoor  from  the  poor  lands  to 
which  It  had  been  obliged  to  resort,  for  want  of 
better  employment,  and  thus,  by  diminishing  the 
quantity  of  breadstuflb,  which  were  produced  at 
a  very  jgreat  cost,  below  the  domestic  consomptioB, 
compel  foreign  nations  again  to  open  their  poits 
to  us.  After  all,  the  Greneral  Goremmeat  ms 
the  great  causa  catuaat  of  our  distresses. 

But  the  Speaker  had  said,  that,  while  the  South 
declared  that  it  would  be  ruined  with  the  taiiC 
other  portions  of  the  country  asserted,  with  equal 
confidence,  that  they  would  be  rained  without  it| 
and  that  this  was  a  Government  in  which  the  ma- 
jority must  eovern.  Supposing  the  Utter  assertioa 
to  be  true,  he  asked  whether  one  portion  of  the 
country  haid  a  rieht  to  save  itsdf  from  rain  by  ruin- 
ins  another  ?    u  the  smallest  member  of  the  Con- 
federacy would  be  ruined  by  a  system  of  taxatioa, 
the  Federal  Government  would  have  no  right  to 
adopt  it ;  for,  in  order -to  preserve  the  political  re- 
lation of  the  States,  the  Constitution  in  graaiing 
the  power  of  taxation,  even  for  the  ereat  Dorposes 
of  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare,  had 
prescribed  equality  as  the  inaispensable  conditioa 
of  its  exercise.    That  this  system  would  rain  the 
Southern  States,  he  was  prepared  to  show  when- 
ever the  general  question  came  to  be  di'irft^f^ 
The  Southern  States,  said  Mr.  G.,  hare  been  the 
victims  of  the  policy  of  this  Qoveniineat  ever 
since  its  commencement.    They  hare  borne  nearly 
the  whole  .burden  of  taxation.    The  funding, 
banking,  protecting  duty,  and  pension  systems,  hsi 
all  fallen,  in  their  operation,  on  the  Soottieni 
States.    I  have  read  somewhere  of  an  African 
Prince,  who,  whenever  he  wants  to  tax  his  sub- 

I'eets,  takes  a  windy  day,  puts  a  cap  lightly  on  his 
Lead,  goes  out  of  doors,  and,  in  whatever  directioa 
the  wind  blows  the  cap,  the  people  in  that  diiecr 
tion  are  taxed.  It  appears  to  me,  that,  from 
whatever  quarter  the  wind  blows,  the  cap  of  the 
Greneral  Government  alway  comes  to  the  South; 
whether  it  be  from  East,  Northeast — (be  had  foc^ 
gotten  how  to  box  the  compass) — but,  whc^er  it 
be  from  East,  or  any  other  point,  aorlAotatf  ts 
West,  it  was  the  same  thing.  We  were  first 
made  acquainted  with  this  fatal  cap  by  a  hfuricane 
called  J^tnding.  It  was  brought  amoof  its  aooa 
after  by  ftnother,  called  a  bank — in  both  instances, 
to  the  great  sorrow  of  all.  excoit  those  wrbo  f^ 
that  it  was  an  ill  wind  tnat  blows  nobody  u^.y 
good.  We  are  now  again  threatened  with  thi^ 
unwelcome  re-visitation  from  two  tenibJe  tof^ 
nadoes — one  from  the  East,  called  a  tarili^  and  the 
other  from  the  West,  called  internal  intproreoient 
which,  meeting  in  tne  same  point,  from  opposite 
directions,  might,  according  to  the  laws  of  mtt- 
chanical  philosophy,  keep  tne  cap  statioaajy,  hot 
a  new  impetus  comes  from  the  North,  and  agaia 
gives  it  its  old  due  direction  to  the  South.  Tbese 
chilling  and  blasting  winds  that  have  conse  asaoaf 
US|  warmed  by  the  genial  heat  of  the  Soaib,  have 
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letaroed)  spreading  Inxarianc^  and  yerdare  over 
the  eoantry,  fertinziDg  and  fnietifsriog  the  land. 
Bat,  if  thef  come  now,  the^  come  in  vain  ;  the 
refivifyin^  principle  is  gone,  oar  snn  is  dimmed, 
,       oar  light  IS  pat  out.    The  farmer  of  the  South, 
like  the  silly  sheep  he  shears,  has  sufiered  fleece 
,       after  fleece  to  be  taken  from  his  back,  until  he  has 
^  $  no  loDger  a  lock  of  wool  left  to  gratify  the  avarice 
of  his  shearers ;  and  he  has  now  the  melancholy 
^       proipect  before  him  of  being  butchered  and  de- 
Toored,  and  that,  too,  without  the  usual  privileee 
,       of  being  preriouny  fattened.    Because,  like  an  old 
dray-horse,  that  now  and  then  flings  oot  his  heels 
at  his  drirer,  to  make  a  show  of  resistance,  he  oc- 
casioDsUy  grumbles  or  ren^onstrates,  he  has  vainly 
thought  himself  fVee.    A  few  cracks  of  the  whip 
bare  generally  quieted  him ;  but  if  you  come  to 
lay  the  whip  on  his  back^^to  apply  the  thong  to 
his  skin,  I  no  not  know  whether  he  is  quite  pre- 
I      pared  to  stand  this  test  of  his  humility,    it  is  really 
necessary  to  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  unless 
we  mean  to  sulmut  without  farther  struggle.   The 
time  is  come  when  we  must  either  "  do  or  die." 
I  have  heard  said,  that  this  is  the  wisest  Congress 
that  has  been  assembled  for  many  years.    It  may 
be  so ;  but,  if  some  of  the  propositions  that  are 
now  before  it.  such  as  the  project  for  internal  im- 
provement— ^ror  crusading  in  favor  of  universal 
emancipation,  and  last,  though  not  least,  for  a  new 
tariff^  are  adopted,  it  will  not  be  the  first  Legisla- 
ture I  have  known,  whose  acts,  at  least  in  my 
humble  judgment,  were  in  the  inverse  ratto  of  its 
reputed  wisdom. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  then  rose,  and  said, 
that,  from  the  observations  of  gentlemen  since  the 
present  debate  commenced,  a  stranger  might  be 
led  to  conclude  that  some  desperate  plot  was  car- 
rying on  against  the  agriculture  of  thb  country^ 
and  some  new  principle  started,  in  the  legislative 
course  pursued  respecting  it.    But  nothmg  was 
farther  from  the  fact.    In  the  tariff  of  1816,  while 
articles  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  articles 
calcalated  for  the  improvement  of  madtifactures, 
and  sach  as  were  intended  to  improve  the  mode 
of  agriculture,  were  admitted  duty  free,  wheat  was 
charged  with  a  duty  of  15  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
At  an  avenge  price  of  $1  50  per  bushel,  this  15 
per  cent,  amounts  to  22}  cents  per  bushel— within 
m  cents  of  that  now  proposed.    This  2}  cents 
iiras  added  to  the  former  duty,  because  that  duty 
htid  not  been  found  sufllcient  to  prevent  consider- 
able importations  of  wheat  from  the  Black  Sea, 
bnc    chiefly  from  Upper  Canada.    The  principle 
on  'vehich  the  daty  was  laid,  was  to  secure  to  the 
American  agricnlturiit  the  whole  of  the  American 
market.    At  its  former  amount  it  fkiled  to  do  this, 
and    therefore  it  had  been  raised  to  the  present 
a  mount  of  25  cents. 

I*  tie  gentleman  IVom  Virginia  had  not  only  rep- 
reses&ted  the  tariff  as  one  great  evil,  but  internal 
;ixi|yrovements  as  another.  Now,  how  the  gentle- 
nen,  many  of  whom  were  decided  friends  to  the 
>£II  €e>t  internal  improvements,  could  be  enemies 
o  tliia  item,  he  did  not  understand.  The  object 
f  tJie  internal  improvement  bill,  as  it  respected 
t&e  at^ncnkural  interest,  was  to  Ikcilitate  tne  ac- 


cess of  the  farmer's  produce,  to  a  market.  The 
object  of  this  provision  is  to  secure  him  a  market 
at  his  own  door.  Here  Mr.  T.  stated  the  efiect 
produced  by  the  ^reat  canal  of  New  York,  in  rais- 
inp;  the  comparative  value  of  agricultural  articles 
raised  at  a  distance  from  market — (a  bushel  of 
wheat,  at  Rochester,  was  not  worth  more  than  a 
bushel  of  oats,  within  thirty  miles  of  Albany ;  but 
the  canal  abolished  this  difference  entirely;  of 
crackers,  made  at  Auburn,  seven  were  now  sold 
in  New  York  for  one  cent.)  He  hoped  the  article 
would  either  be  suffered  to  stand,  or  that  the  gen* 
tieman  from  Virginia  would  move  an  amendment, 
making  wheat  duty-free  altogether. 

Mr.  Clay  rose,  not  to  enter  into  the  discussion, 
hot  to  reply  to  the  observations  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virgmia,  respecting  the  Committee  on  Ag- 
riculture.   He  saia,  that  when  he  had  {)laced  at 
the  head  of  that  committee,  a  jfen  tieman  from 
New  York,  the  largest  agriculturist  in  this  Union, 
(General  Van  Rensselaer,)  a  gentleman  who  had 
ploughed  hundreds  of  acres  where  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  ploughed  one ;  when  he  had 
put  on  it  other  gentlemen  who  were  either  them- 
selves agriculturists,  or  the  decided  friends  of  ag- 
riculture— above  all,  when  the  ffentleman  from 
Virginia,  himself  a  host,  was  added  to  the  com- 
mittee— and,  he  might  add,  when  the  presiding 
officer  of  this  House  was  one  who  had  formerly 
nlougfaed  hundreds  of  acres  with  his  own  hands, 
he  did  think  the  interests  of  agriculture  were 
pretty  well  taken  care  of  here.  In  the  commence- 
ment of  a  session,  the  occupations  of  all  the 
members  could  not  be  known  at  once — ^the  presid- 
ing officer  had  to  exercise  a  faculty  which  he  had 
heard  was  peculiarly  possessed  in  some  parts  of 
the  United  States,  he  nad  to  guess  a  Uttle  in  the 
appointment  of  committees — but  he  felt  some 
doubt  whether  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would 
have  found  it  easy  to  make  a  better  selection. 
That  gentleman  seemed  to  think  there  existed 
some  ffeneral  conspiracy  against  the  interests  of 
agriculture— if  all  who  had  petitioned  for  the  tariff 
Were  to  be  considered  as  conspirators,  the  conspi- 
racy w{Ls  extensive  indeed — (nere  Mr.  C.  enume- 
rated seventeen  States.^    The  whole  State  of  New 
York  en  aumm  was  ia  tne  plot,  so  was  all  Pennsyl- 
vania m  masse — ^nay,  there  were  conspirators  even 
in  Virginia; — the   mischief  seemed  to  extend 
throughout  the  Union — and,  considering  its  ex- 
tent, and  the  character  of  those  concerned  in  it, 
the  interests  of  agricoltnre  must  be  in  serious 
danser. 

Mr.  Baylies  repelled  the  idea  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Bifanufactures  were  to  be  considered  as 
dtedfy  enemies  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture — 
nor  were  that  part  of  the  Agricultural  Committee, 
who  were  in  sentiment  friendly  to  the  tariff,  at  all 
inimical  to  agriculture  or  false  to  their  trust.  The 
two  interests  were  inseparably  connected,  especi- 
ally in  the  Eastern  States.  Theprosperitv  of  the 
manufactures  of  New  England  had  enricned  the 
farmers  of  New  England. 

Mr.  Gabnbtt  relied,  that  he  had  guarded  his 
language  when  he  uttered  it,  and  had  said  that  he 
bdieved  the  gentlemen  were  upright  and  sincere 
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but  he  thought,  neverthelew,  that  their  principles 
were,  in  their  tendency,  hostile  to  agrcuhure.  As 
to  the  compliments  of  the  honorable  Speaker,  the 
agricultural  interest  would  have  been^^much  more 
indebted  to  him,  if  he  had  taken  a  few  more 
members  of  the  committee  from  South  of  the 
Potomac. 

Mr.  Clay  again  explained,  as  to  the  structure 
of  the  committee.  The  members  were  all  either 
farmers,  or  persons  decidedijr  attached  to  the  farm- 
ing interest.  It  was  not  always  possible  to  observe 
iatitudes,  especially  where  the  number  of  a  com- 
mittee consisted  but  of  seven.  Not  one  Western 
man  had  been  put  on  it.  The  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, too,  consisted  almost  entirely  of  farmers. 
Surely  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  ou^ht  rather 
to  suspect  the  soundness  of  his  own  views,  than 
to  set  himself  up  as  a  standard,  and  arraign  all 
who  differed  from  him  in  sentiment.  For  himsdf, 
Mr.  C.  believed  that  the  interests  of  agriculture 
would  be  prostrated,  not  if  the  bill  did,  but  if  it 
did  not  pass. 

Mr.  Too,  of  Pennsylvania,  (chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures,)  observed,  that  he 
had  lived  lonff  enough  to  know,  that  not  much 
was  ever  got  oy  complaining — ^yet  he  thought  he 
had  some  ground  of  complaint  in  what  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.    He  had  cer- 
tainljr  attributed  to  the  committee  who  reported 
the  bill  more  sagacity  than  belonged  to  them— he 
seemed  to  think  that  they  had  laid  this  duty  as  a 
lure  to  attract  folks-H^nd  he  seemed  determined  to 
show  that  he  understood  trap,  and  would  reject 
the  bait  as  far  as  Virginia  was  concerned.    If  Vir- 
ginia were  only  a  wheat-raising  State,  this  might 
be  very  magnanimous — ^but  it  happened  tha<  she 
exports  double  the  value  in  tobacco,  of  ail  the  flour 
and  wheat  not  only  exported  from  within  her  own 
bounds,  but  from  all  the  rest  of  the  Union  beside. 
The  amount  of  tobacco  exported,  (he  spoke  with- 
out book,)  amounted  to  about  six  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  a  year.    The  gentleman,  to  show  his  con- 
tempt for  the  protection  of  this  duty,  says,  take  it 
away  altogether — Virginia  don't  want  it    But, 
if  he  wants  to  show  his  magnanimity  and  his 
contemju  for  protection,  let  him  bring  forward  a 
proposition  to  allow  tobacco,  something  that  his 
constituents  can  understand,  to  be  imported  duty 
free.    This  bill  only  proposes  to  change  the  ad 
valonm  to  a  specific  dutjr,  and  what  a  bustle  is 
created — ^what  a  trap  is  laid.    Yet  this  is  the  only 
country  in  the  civilized  world  that  has  not  a  spe- 
cific duty  on  wheat.    The  amount  imported,  even 
seaward,  is  not  so  verv  small-^three  cargoes  will 
probably  amount  to  20,000  bosheb  |  so  mvch  of 
the  market  was  lost  to  our  farmers — and  thoie 
that  brought  it  made  lAoney  by  the  importation. 
Now  the  gentleman  contends  that  it  is  a  rule  of 
trade  to  buy  where  we  can  get  cheapest — let  him 
bring  this  principle  home  to  the  farmer.    Let  that 
gentleman  ask  the  yeomanry  of  this  country,  whe- 
ther we  shall  bring  wheat  from  Dantzic  because 
we  can  get  it  cheaper — they  will  soon  answer 
him.    Yet  this  would  but  fairly  bring  up  and  test 
the  general  principle  of  the  bill  with  respect  to 
manufactures-^lead,  wool,  iron,  are  as  plenty  in 


this  country,  and  as  necessary  in  their  pUce,  ai 
wheat,  and  why  not  as  deserving  of  protection? 
The  gentleman  says,  that  the  Committee  on  Ag- 
riculture should  all  be  anti-manufacture  mea— 
and  because  thejr  are  not,  he  says  thev  are  enemies 
to  agriculture ;  if  so,  it  was  certainly  cood  gene- 
ralship, to  put  them  down  in  a  dark  place  what 
they  can  do  it  no  harm.  | 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babhodr,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  reply. 
He  said  he  had  not  the  least  pretension  to  aay 
thing  like  wit — it  did  not  belong  to  him.  Still 
less  could  he  lay  any  claim  to  skill  in  trapping. 
Whether  as  trapper,  or  trappee,  he  desired  to  enter 
his  protest  against  having  any  thing  to  do  with  it. 
He  knew  nothing  about  either  trapping  or  trick- 
ing, but  pursued  a  straightforward  coarse  as 
nearly  as  he  could  by  a  mathematical  line  of  strict 
propriety.  The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures  most  have  imagined  for 
himself  the  idea  which  he  had  attributed  to  him, 
as  he  had  never  thoueht  of  imfrnting  it  to  that 
committee.  I  said,  and  I  still  say,  that  this  duty 
will  not  benefit  the  country.  The  geatleman  has 
said  that  Virginia  is  a  tobacco-growing  country, 
and  he  has  undertaken  to  give  us  a  statement  of 
the  amount  to  which  she  eSqx>rts  that  article,  in 
which  it  is  quite  palpable  that  he  spoke  (as  he 
said)  without  book. 

[Here  Mr.  Tod  explained,  that  he  meant  the 
six  millions  as  the  value  of  the  whole  export  of 
that  article  in  the  Union.] 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  happens  that  that  my  native 
State  is  richer  in  almost  every  thing  than  ia 
money.    The  great  embarrassment  under  which 
she  labors  is  the  want  of  capital,  from  whence  it 
happens  that  many  of  the  merchants  of  Virgiaia 
are  mere  factors  for  the  merchants  of  New  York. 
The  tobacco,  which  swells  the  nominal  amoant 
of  the  exjports  of  Virginia,  belongs,  in  (act,  to  tbe 
exports  of  North  Carolina — because  that  State,  as 
was  very  truly  and  very  handsomely  said  the 
other  day,  is  "  iron  bound," as  respects  her  coast     1 
also  am  without  book,  yet  I  think  I  can  come 
nearer,  within  two  or  three  millions,  at  lemst^ 
than  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  did.   The 
finest  tobacco  raised  in  Virginia,  (I  speak  of  that 
grown  on  the  South  mountain,  where  it  is  said 
the  soil  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  culture  of  Uaat 
plant,)  mav  brinff  $10,  and  possibly  $13  per  ciart. ; 
other  samples  sell  at  $2  to  $3-  The  fair  avenge  is 
about  ^  the  hundred^  which  is  about  five  ecttts  a 
pound.    This,  according  to  the  gentleman's  first 
statement,  would  require  Virginia  to  produce 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  pounds  of 
annually.    But  whatever  it  amoant  to,  I  hare 
introduced  any  proposition  respecting  it,  and  a 
ply  for  this  reason  I  wish  to  pursue  the  sabject 
before  us,  in  other  words  to  stick  to  the 


Now,  tobacco  has  nothing  to  do  with  our 
discussion.  Besides,  the  chief  part  of  the  lol 
raised  in  Virginia,  is  raised  south  of  James  ra<,  ^^^ 
and  I  reside  north  of  that  river.  In  my  daatriet 
the  great  staple  is  wheat;  and  in  whatever  a^feeu 
that  article,  my  constituents  are  immediately  coa- 
cerned.  I  rose  with  the  nurpose  of  showia^  tkat 
the  proposed  duty  is  inefficient  as  an  eBCOfzrm^^^ 
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ment  to  agriculture,  and  ^ires  to  it  the  form  of 
protectioo  without  the  reality. 

Mr.  Tract,  of  New  York,  said,  that  although 
the  duty  now  proposed  might  not,  in  the  opinion 
ef  the  bonoraole  gentleman  from  Virginia,  be  of 
any  service  to  that  State,  there  were  gentlemen 
00  this  floor  who  represented  other  districts  of 
the  Union,  which  grew  far  greater  quantities  of 
wheat  than  the  district  from  which  that  gentle- 
man came,  and  whose  opinions  were  worthy  of 
respect.    He  thought  that  no  duty  could  be  more 
reasonable  than  that  now  under  discussion,  (on- 
less  the  bill  had  been  intended  for  rerenue.)    He 
knew  that  the  amount  of  wheat  imported  from 
the  north  and  the  south  of  Europe,  from  the  Bal- 
tic and  the  Black  sea,  was  not  inconsiderable; 
iHit,  had  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  reflected  a 
moment,  he  might  have  found  one  of  the  finest 
w^heat  countries  in  the  world,  immediately  adja- 
cent to  the  State  of  New  York — a  country  from 
which  wheat  can  be  brought  in  abundance  to 
compete  in  the  same  market  with  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman's own  district,  and  undersell  him.    To  his 
personal  knowledge,  5.000  bushels  were  imported 
by  a  siiiffie  miller  at  Rochester  the  last  year.    It 
sold  in  Canada  at  from  38  to  45  cents  the  bushel — 
itM  transportation  to  Rochester  cost  from  15  to  20 
cents,  and  it  sold  there  at  70  and  75  cents  a  bushel, 
while  that  raised  in  the  State  of  New  York  was 
selling  at  anilollar.    It  was  floured  at  Rochester, 
and  sent  to  New  York  to  compete  with  the  wheat 
from  Virginia  and  Maryland.    As  soon  as  the 
great  canal  shall  be  finished  to  Lake  Erie,  another 
large  district  of  Upper  Canada  will  be  brought 
into  the  field  of  competition,  and  its  wheat  will 
go  to  that  city  without  a  single  rod  of  land  trans- 
portation.   F^or  himself,  he  felt  so  entirely  satis- 
fied that  the  policy  on  which  the  present  dntv  was 
bonded  was  a  correct  policy,  that  he  intended  to 
more  the  adoption  of  a  duty  on  imported  flour. 
Of  this  article  large  quantities  came  in  from  Can- 
ada, and  it  was  sold  at  Rochester  at  92  a  barrel, 
and   he  believed  had,  at  one  time,  brought  but 
^1   75,  and  this  with  a  duty  of  15  per  cent,  ad 
ralorem.    A  single  merchant,  in  Upper  Canada, 
lad  sent  to  Oswesro,  last  year,  3,000  barrels,  and 
t  virent  to  New  York  for  exportation.    Was  it 
oand  policy  thus  to  give  awajr  to  stran^^rs  the 
>eaefit  of  those  invaluable  facilities  which  our 
^virn  citizens  had  attained  at  so  great  a  cost  ? 

BAr.  Mallabt.  of  Vermont  thought  that  if  this 
uty  -yma  perfectly  nu^tory  Decause  of  no  use  to 
^irgrtnia.  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  that 
Itate  only  wasted  his  great  talents  in  an  attempt 
>  abolish  it«  Why  not  indulge  the  friends  of  the 
ill  in  an  item  that  he  owned  could  do  no  harm. 
nd  -vrhich  they  believed  might  be  of  essential 
»nefii  in  other  parts  of  the  country?  Must  Vir^ 
inia  be  the  sole  standard  according  to  which 
rery  measure  is  to  be  tested  ?  It  had  been  shown 
a.t  gr^eac  quantities  of  the  Canada  wheat  came 
>vrBL  the  New  York  canal.  Now  the  people  of 
ew  Y^ork  made  that  canal  for  themselves  and 
e  citizens  of  their  sister  States,  and  not  for  the 
bjects  of  His  Majesty — shall  we  let  in  foreigners 
compete  with  our  own  citizens  in  our  own 


agricultural  staples,  and  this  while  the  country  is 
sufiering  for  a  market?  Surely  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  protect  the  country  against 
such  an  intrusion. 

Mr.  Marvin,  of  New  York,  (a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures)  said,  that  since  there 
had  been  some  speculation  as  to  the  motives  of  the 
committee  in  putting  this  item  in  the  bill,  he 
would  state  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
done.  A  meeting  of  highly  respectable  agricul- 
turists was  held  in  Queen's  countv,  on  Long 
Island,  and  resolutions  were  passed  oy  them,  re- 
commending an  increase  of  duty  on  several  arti- 
cles of  agricultural  production,  and  among  others, 
the  present  article  of  wheat.  And  since  the  duty 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  produce 
no  injury,  they  thought  it  due  to  the  citizens  of 
that  very  respectable  meeting,  to  comply  thus  far 
with  their  recommendation.  Much  wheat  was 
imported  last  year — much  more  will  be  imported 
next.  Before  the  freat  canal  was  begun,  wheat 
was  of  the  same  value  on  both  sides  of  Lake  On- 
tario. When  wheat  was  worth  one  dollar  and 
twelve  cents  at  Albany,  at  Rochester  it  was  worth 
only  fifty  cents.  The  opening  of  the  canal  had 
raised  it  at  once  fifty  cents.  The  price  in  Canada 
experienced  an  equal  rise.    Was  it  good  policy  to 

five  this  advantage  to  strangers  and  rivals,  who 
ad  contributed  nothing  to  the  expense  of  the 
canal?  If  we  lay  this  duty,  while  the  wheat  of 
our  own  citizehs  reels  a  rise  of  fifty  cents,  that  of 
their  competitors  will  get  only  twenty-five  cents 
rise.  Ann  if  they  still  prefer  to  use  our  canal,  they 
will  come  into  our  market  under  that  difierence  in 
our  favor,  and  our  revenue  will  at  the  same  time 
be  augmented. 

Mr.  Hayoen,  of  New  York,  replied  to  Mr. 
BARB0I7B,  and  stated  that  the  quantity  of  flour 
imported  was  greater  than  that  gentleman  seemed 
to  imagine.  Nor  was  it  brought  over  the  lake, 
as  he  had  suggested  for  milling  merely.  It  was 
within  his  knowledge  that  a  single  individual,  an 
enterprising  merchant  miller  at  Rochester,  had 
imported  the  last  season  4,697  bushels,  the  cost  of 
which,  including  freight  and  storage,  averaged 
sixty-three  cents  a  bushel.  The  duties  came  to 
over  ten  cents,  the  cartage  cost  him  two  cents, 
making  the  total  price  to  him  seventy-five  cents 
per  bushel,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  American 
farmer  was  getting  from  a  dollar  to  one  dollar  and 
fifteen  cents  the  bushel.  He  stated  these  facts 
from  a  demi-official  paper  furnished  him  by  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  Genesee. 

He  did  not  doubt  that,  in  ten  years  from  this 
time,  there  would  not  be  less  imported  into  the 
single  town  of  Rochester  than  250,000  bushels. 
He  then  went  into  the  following  calculation  to 
show  the  result: 

250,000  bu.  at  (1,  would  pay  for  grinding  $25,000 
The  manufacture  and  materials  of  the 

barrels,  50.000,  at  thirtv  cents  -  -  15,000 
Freight  on  the  canal,  at  nfty  cents  -  25,000 
Tolls  on  the  canal  to  Stata  of  N.  York     25,000 


(90,000 
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So  that,  lookiDg  merely  at  the  manofacturing 
interest  of  his  own  district,  he  should  view  the 
proposed  duty  as  iniurious;  but,  regarding  the 
agricultural  interest,  he  belieTed  it  would  be  yerjr 
beneficial.  He,  therefore,  felt  some  hesitation  in 
determining  bow  to  vote,  but  rather  thousht  he 
should  consent  to  the  duty  for  the  general  good. 
It  must  be  remembered  tnat  this  wheat,  when 
secured,  went  to  compete  with  that  of  the  South- 
em  States.  To  give  some  idea  of  this  trade  upon 
the  frontier,  he  stated  that  the  exports  from  Ho- 
chester,  alone,  durinfi;  the  last  year,  had  amounted 
to  upwards  of  a  million  of  dollars. 

Air.  Ross  supported  the  propriety  of  the  duty, 
and  showed  its  operation  in  Ohio.  He  stated  the 
embarrassments  of  the  farmer  in  the  interior,  and 
the  injury  he  would  suffer,  if  foreign  competition 
were  superadded  to  his  present  want  of  a  market; 
wheat  had  been  sold  in  Ohio  at  eighteen  cents  a 
bushel ;  ami  he  had  known  flour  in  Cincinnati  to 
bring  no  more  than  $1  75. 

Mr.  Web8T£R,  of  MassachosetU,  said  that  it 
was  necessary,  on  this  subject,  to  legislate  with 
great  deliberation,  and  examine  the  probable  effect 
of  measorea  proposed  for  adoption.  Imported 
wheat  now  pays  fiAeen  per  cent.,  ad  valorem. 
New  York  exports  great  quantities  of  the  article; 
to  facilitate  its  transportation,  she  has,  at  vast  ex- 
pense, constructed  a  general  canal.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Canada,  finding  this  the  most  direct  route 
to  the  ocean,  come  the  same  way.  *  To  meet  the 
expense  of  that  great  public  work,  a  large  amount 
of  tolls  is  required.  The  Canadians  are  glad  to 
pay  these,  in  addition  to  the  fifteen  per  cent.  duty. 
Now,  he  should  certainly  conceive  that  a  transit 
trade  of  this  description  would  be  highly  benefi- 
cial to  the  State  of  New  York,  while  the  duty 
raid  upon  it  would,  at  the  same  time,  aid  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  The  wheat  is 
brought  into  the  State,  not  for  consumption,  but 
for  exportation.  The  consumption  is  in  a  foreien 
market.  The  New  York  wheat  growers  woiud 
not  have  that  market,  by  denying  their  canal  to 
the  Canadian  wheat  grower.  The  Canadian 
wheat  would  still  reach  the  same  market,  bv  way 
of  the  St  Lawrence,  at  perhaps  a  small  aadition 
of  expense  on  the  transportation.  By  admitting 
it,  the  State  of  New  York  not  only  sains  the  tofl 
and  storage,  but  the  manufacturing  of  it  into  flour, 
and  the  shipping  of  it  to  a  foreign  market.  The 
United  States  Treasury,  the  State  Treasury,  and 
the  manufactoringand  commercial  interests,  were 
all  ffainers  by  its  transit. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
had  pat  the  question  on  a  new  ground.  The 
question  now  presented  to  us.  was,  whether  the 
United  States  will  promote  the  cultivation  of  its 
own  territory,  or  of  the  territory  of  Upper  Canada  ? 
He  proposes  to  admit  the  oitisens  of  Canada  to  an 
equal  participation  with  ourselves  in  all  our  facili- 
ties for  trade,  while  our  citizens  are  kept  out  of 
Canada  by  laws  that  meet  and  prohibit  them  at 
every  step.  The  natural  advantages  of  the  two 
tanks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  are  nearly  the  same : 
the  inducement  for  settlement  on  the  one  in  pre- 


ference to  the  other,  will  depend  chiefly  on  the 
regulations  of  the  respective  Qovemments;  and, 
important  as  are  the  interests  of  manafketnres,  the 
improvement  of  our  land  is  still  more  important 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  disre- 
gards this  duty,  and  is  willing  at  once  to  give  it 
up.    If  there  were  no  existing  doty,  this  might 
seem  very  magnanimous ;  bat  what  does  the  gen- 
tleman give  up  ?    A  duty  of  Z^  cents,  in  addiiioB 
to  22j^  already  laid.    This  is  all  that  he  woold 
give  up,  sapm)sine  ever  so  much  wheat  to  be  ibh 
ported ;  but  ne  teUs  us  there  is  none  inqported,  or 
next  to  none  *,  he  therefore  gives  np  nothing,  or 
next  to  nothing.    The  gendanan  reliises  a  pn>- 
posal  to  uke  off  the  duty  on  tobaaeo,  hecaose 
other  States,  besides  Virginia,  are  interested  ia 
raising  it ;  but,  are  not  other  States  concerned  in 
miidng  wheat,  too  1    Virginia  has  not  the  exelo- 
sive  dominion  over  the  growing  of  wheat ;  and 
could  she  look  beyond  her  own  boondary  for  any 
thing  else  than  political  power,  she  might  have 
discovered  that  her  neighbors  have  some  interest 
in  such  a  duty,  if  she  has  none.    The  gentleman 
from  Massacbttsetts  speaks  of  transit  tiSb,  and  ol 
mercantile  commissions;  but  these  are  trifling 
compensations  for  facilitating  to  onr  own  maifcec 
abroad  the  access  of  our  agricoltaral  rtvab.   Will 
you,  by  facilities  like  these,  encourage  the  satle- 
ment  of  the  territories  of  a  (hostile  I  mnst  not 
say,  but  of  at  least  a)  foreign  Fower  1 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  said  that  he  wns,  nnhnp- 
pily,  able  to  speak  from  nersonal  experience  oa 
this  safaject.    He  knew,  for  he  had  felt  the  exist- 
ence and  operation  of  Canadian  rivaby.    He  had 
shipped  large  quantities  of  flour  and  pork,  nnd 
when  he  got  to  a  market,  had  been  there  pot 
down  by  the  competition  of  Canadian  duppet^ 
The  whole  of  the  military  posts  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  had  becm 
supplied  almost  exclusively  by  the  pei^le  of  Up- 
per Canada.    The  ^tleman  from  Mnssachasetts 
says  that  this  floar  is  not  for  American  consomp- 
tion ;  and  he  is  therefore  willing  to  strike  oat  the 
duty.    But  it  is  a  lact  that  the  British  Gk»^<erm- 
ment  have  for  years  past  supplied  the  Ames  lean 
Army  with  all  its  flour.    When  I  took  flosar  to 
the  posts,  hoping  to  find  for  it  an  American 
ket,  I  found  that  the  contractor  uniformly 
his  supi^ies  from  my  neighboffs  on  the  oihe 
of  the  lines*    Uroer  Canada  is  in  this  re 
much  more  formidable  rival  to  the  United 
than  geotl<toen  seem  to  conceive.    It  is  no^r, 
will  be  more  and  more  so,  one  of  the 
wheat  jBTowing  countries  in  the  wodd. 

Mr.  JSuohan  AN,  of  Pennsy  lvanti^  spoke  i& 
of  the  duty.  Let  the  Canadian  grain  gr 
down  their  own  river.  While  oar  own 
are  straggling  for  a  market,  shall  we  brin^ 
gers  into  that  market  on  a  cheaper  footing  Jthaa 
they  eoald  otherwise  get  there,  by  the  ass 
faoilitieB?  Europe  is  now  in  profound 
she  can  grow  wneat  enough  for  her  oi 
stmiption,  and  that  of  her  dependencies;  site  ^nf 
soon  go  farther,  and  seek  to  get  the  supply i&^  c^ 
us.  Let  OS  anticipate  such  an  idea,  an^ 
them  with  a  dnty  at  our  threshc^d. 
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iccommodations  for  Congress,  Mr.  Dickerson 
submitted  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  com- 
miltee  to  make  such  distribution  of  the 
rooms  of  the  Capitol  as  business  may  re- 
quire ..-----28 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed  -  33 
report  made,  and  agreed  to       -        -        -    768 

ccountability  of  Public  Officers.     (See  Public 

Officers,) 
ccounts.  Committee  on,  appointed  .        .      27 

cts  of  Congress,  Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  res- 
olution in  relation  to  such,  as  may  expire 
during  the  present  session,  read  -  -  78 
read  the  second  time,  and  laid  on  the  table  81 
Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  submitted  a 
resolution  to  publish  with  an  index  called 
for  by  Congress,  such,  as  are  limited    -      95 

agreed  to 102 

message  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  State  on  the  above  resolution      -        -    784 
Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  expiration  of  laws        -        -      84 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary      89 
report  made     ------       96 

laid  on  the  table 102 

iams,  Ephraim,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  a  memorial  from,  read  and  re- 
ferred     119 

IjoornnaeDt,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  resolution 

in  relation  to,  read        -        .        .        .  609 

postponed  .-..-.  515 

considered         ......  527 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  528 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  529 

amendments  received        .        .        -        -  759 

concarred  jn    -----        -  762 

a  resolntion  from  the  House  to  appoint  a 
coflamittee  to  report  upon  the  business  to 
be  done  before  the,  concurred  in,  and  the 

committee  appointed      ...        -  533 

a  report  in  part  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  570 

further   report  laid  on  the  table        -        -  655 

Senate  adjourn  sine  die    '        -        -        -  790 

abama*   Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting pre-emption  in  Bibb,  Conecuh, 
Henry,  and  other  counties  in         -        -      56 
agreed    to  ---.--75 

bill  for  that  purpose  reported  and  read  -  110 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  -  -112 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  117 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -     120 
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.a  bill  to  regulate  survey,  6lc,,  of  lands  in, 
reported  and  read  -        -        -        -163 

read  the  second  time        -        >■        -        -     167 
laid  on  the  table        .....    258 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...    275 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -     286 
Mr.  Kelly   presented   a   resolution  of  the 
State  in  relation  to  holding  the  district 
court  in  the  northern  part  of,  read  and 
laid  en  the  table    -        -        •        -        -     132 
Mr.  King  presented  a  resolution  of,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  improvement  of  its  navigable 
waters,  read  and  referred       -        -        -     182 
a  bill  to  repeal  in  part  an  act  to  enable  the 
people  of,  to  form   a  constitution,  ftc, 
reported  and  read  ....    253 

read  the  second  time         ....    256 

laid  on  the  table        .....    334 

considered        ......    340 

again  laid  on  the  table      ....    342 

taken  up  and  considered  .        .        -        .     572 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     573 
title  amended,  and  the  bill  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed    .....    574 

Mr.  Kelly  submitted  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of,  praying  relief  to  certain  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands,  read  and  referred     133 
Alden,  Judah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of       -        -        •    593 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -        -    616 

reported  without  amendment  .  -  -  656 
laid  on  the  table        -        -        -        -        -    746 

Alexandria,  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented 
a  memorial  of  the  Council  of,  praying 
extension  of  their  charter,  read  and  re- 
ferred     120 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Turnpike  Company  of,  and  Washington, 
praying  authority  to  collect  toll,  read  and 
referred  ......     151 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  establishment 

of  said  company,  reported  and  read        -    209 
read  the  second  time         ....    284 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  318 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  323 
amendments  received        ....    448 

concurred  in 462 

a  bill  from  the  Houoe  of  Representatives  to 
regulate  the   inspection   of  flour  in  the 
county  of      -----        -     709 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -    716 

reported  without  amendment    ...    726 


in 


INDEX. 


ir 


Senate  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Alex  andria^-continued . 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  parsed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 

.  confer  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court 

of 

read  twice,  and  referred    .... 

a  memorial  from   Alexander  Moore,  and 
others  of,  praying  the  poatpoaement  of  ^ 
the  bill,  read  and  referred 

the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading   - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Alford  Jonas,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  and  referred        ... 

the  committee  discharged  -  •  .  • 
Alleghany  River,  Mr.  Smith  sabmitted  a  resolu- 
tion directing  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  connecting  by  canal  the  Sasque- 
hannah  and  ..... 

read,  and  laid  on  the  table         ... 

agreed  to 

the  committee  discharged  from  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution     .        .        - 


Page. 

780 

788 


721 
786 


761 
786 
789 

333 
339 


79 
85 
90 


-    768 


136 


37 


32 
36 


41 
44 


48 

103 


Allen,  David,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  read  and  referred 

Allen,  Zacbariah,  and  others,  Mr.  Knight  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  additional 
duty  on  wool,  read  and  referred    - 

Amendment  to  the  Constitution,  Mr.  Benton 
submitted  a  resolution  for  one,  in  relation 
to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident, read  ...... 

read  the  second  time  .... 

referred    -.---.-      44 

Mr.  Hayne  submitted  a  resolution  for  an, 
in  relation  to  the  election  of  President, 
read      ....... 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred    • 

Mr.  Dickerson  submitted  a  resolution  (or 
an,  respecting  the  choice  of  Represents^ 
tives  and  Electors,  read  twice  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee        ... 

reported  with  an  amendment    ... 

considered         -         116,  130,  13.%  160, 166,  167 

report  of  the  committee  upon  the  several  re- 
solutions proposing,  in  regard  to  the  elec- 
tion of  President  and  Vice  President, 
read 100 

recommitted      ......     102 

resolution  that  no  one  shall  be  eligible  to 
the  office  of  President  for  more  than  two 
terms,  reported  and  read        ... 

read  the  second  time  .... 

considered         ...... 

drdered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

passed - 

the  several  resolutions  proposing  an,  re- 
specting the  election  of  President  and  Vice 
President,  under  consideration      364,  376,  402 

postponed  indefinitely        ....    417 

Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  for  an, 
in  relation  to  the  mode  of  determining 
the  validity  of  the  election  of  President, 
read  twice,  and  referred         ... 

Mr.  Van  Duren  submitted  a  resolution  for 
an,  in  regard  to  election  of  President 

referred  to  the  committee  on  other  resolu- 
tions of  a  similar  nature         ... 


103 
110 
164 
169 
160 


74 
U 


44 


73 


74 


of  the 
of 


Amendment  to  the  Constitution — ooDtinaed.     Pi|e. 
Mr.  Mills  submitted  a  resolution  fiir  an,  in 

relation  to  the  election  of  President 
referred    .*---.- 
resolution  for  an,  proposed  by  Mr.  Taylor 

at  the  last  seasion,  ordered  to  be  printed 
Mr.  Van  Bnren  sabmitted  m  lesolation  lor 

an,  in  relation  to  the  power  of  Congress 

to  make  roads  and  canals,  read  -  -  IS 
read  the  second  time  -  -  .  <  IS 
laid  on  the  table        -        -        -        .       .  :s. 

Arkansas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  furnish,  for  the  use  of  the  Terri- 
tory, an  abstract  of  the  military  bounty 
lands  within  the  same,  read   • 
referred    -----.. 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Mr.  Benton  presented  a 
Legulature  of,  praying  a 
the  western  boundary  line,  read  and  re- 
ferred   ...        -         ... 
a  bill  to  fix  the  western  boundary  o^  reported 

and  read       ..... 
the  report  in  ftiU       .... 
the  bill  read  the  second  time 
laid  on  the  table        .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
recommitted     ..... 
reported  with  amendments 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  io 

reported  and  read 
read  the  second  time 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
a  message  from  the  President  in  relation  to 
James  Miller,  Governor  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred  -        -        -        -        ... 
a  bill  oonfirming  certain  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, and  for  other  purposes,  reported, 
and  read  twice       .        .        .        .       - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
a  bill  to  provide  a  Surveyor  General  fiff, 
reported,  and  read .        .        .        -       - 
read  the  second  time .        .        .        .       • 
postponed  indefinitely        •        .       .       • 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
extinguish  the  Qua^MU  title  to  lands  io  • 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -       -       - 
reported  without  amendment     .       .      - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .       -       • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
a  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land  daims  im 
reported,  and  read         .        .       .      - 
read  the  second  time         .        .       .       - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .       .      • 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiwed  -       • 
(See  Pre-emption, — See  Miuoufi.) 
Armistead,  W.  K.,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
Armories,  a  report  of  the  expenditures  at  the  Nt- 
tional,  dtc,  read    .        .        •       •       - 

Arms,  Lemuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Kejpn- 
sentatives  for  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        .       -       * 
reported  without  amendment     - 
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bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading        •        -    747 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  *        -        -    750 
my,  so  much  of  the  Preeideot's  Message  as 
refers  to  the,  fortifications.  Military  Aead- 
emj,  dte.,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Militaiy  Affairs 37 

•my  Begistsr,  a  copy  of  the,  for  each  member, 

transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War        -      96 
ihmaad,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  oi^  read,  and  referred    383 
tkinson,  Moses,  and  others,  Mr.  Holmes  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred    868 
adverse  report  made  •        -        •        -        -    307 
agreed  to-        -        •        -        -        -        -    809 
action  Sales,  Mr.  Smith  presented  a  memorial 
of  a  namber  of  citisens  of  Baltimore 
against,  read,  and  referred     -        -        -     138 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        -        -    775 
zson,  Samuel  J.,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred      -        -        -    116 
committee  discharged        ....    343 

B. 

ahbit,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred         -.--.-      77 
reported  without  amendment    •        -        -      89 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -    103 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •    110 
iacot,  Thomas  W.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred         ...        -      58 
reported  without  amendment    •        -        •      66 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...      76 
read  the  third  time,  and  pas:ied  -        -      77 

taker,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -        -    333 
laker,  Lewis,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  read,  and  referred     1 19 
alize.     (See  LouUiaruL) 
all,  William  Lee,  a  message  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  announcing  the  death 

of 313 

resolution  to  attend  the  funeral  of       -        -    314 
ank.  United  States,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  dividends 
paid  or  payable  by  the  -        -        -        -      35 
bankruptcy,  Mr.  Smith  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Baltimore, 
praying  an  uniform  system  of,  read,  and 
referred         -.-.--     107 
larbour,  James,  of  Yirginis,  attended      .        -        9 
remarks  of,  on  claims  due  to  Virginia  for 

advances  during  the  late  war  -        S7,  84 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Hender- 

lon  .««---  87,  99 
on  the  transportation  of  the  mail  -  -  118 
on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitn- 

tibn 168,  411 

speech  of,  on  the  same  .  .  -  .  388 
on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war  -  310 
remarks  of,  on  the  same  -  -  -  388,  333 
on  Imprisonment  for  I>ebt  ...  376 
on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dtc.  -        -    333 

on  the  Tariff  bill       -        -        -        -    667,  668 
bras  table  Bay.     (See  BuzzartTi  Bay,) 
lirtlett,  William,  John  Steams,  Nathaniel  Car- 
^         ver,  and  others,  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read     -      77 


Bartlett,  William— continued.  Page, 

bill  read  the  second  time,  and  referred        -  78 

reported  without  amendment    •        -        -  84 

debated,  and  laid  on  the  table    -        -<        -  90 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  92 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  96 
Bartlett,  William,  and  others,  of  Newburyport, 
Mr.  Mills  presented  the  memorial  of,  rela- 
tive to  French  depredation^  read,  and 

reforred         ......  161 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  similar  memorial  of, 

read,  and  reforred         ....  SOO 

Barton,  David,  of  Missouri,  attended        -        -  9 
Baton  Rouge,  Mr.  Jobnson  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion for  making  a  post  road  from  Opelou- 

sasto 316 

laid  on  the  table 318  . 

bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  rela- 
tive to  a  public  lot  at     -        -        -        -  577 
read,  and  referred      .....  678 
reported  without  amendment    .        .        -  674 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  780 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  788 
bill  from   the    House  of   Representatives 
granting  a  tract  of  land  to  West,  read 
twice,  and  reforred         ....  777 

reported 783 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  786 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  788 

Baudin,  Nicholas,  Mr.  King  of  Alabama  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  Nicholas  Cook, 
agent  for  the  heirs  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred    56 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  and  the 

heirs  of  Joseph  Chastang,  reported        -     137 

read  the  second  time         -        -        -        -     143 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -    163 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -    168 

Bayly,  Mountjoy,  Doorkeeper  and  Sergeant-at- 

Arms,  a  resolution  authorizing,  to  employ 

an  asstttant,  read  twice        -        -        -      II 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -      34 

Beard,  David,  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

referred         --.---  616 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  666 

oidered  to  the  third  reading       ...  747 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  750 

Beesley,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  McIIvaine 
presented  the  petition  of,  praying  increase 
of  duty  on  imported  iron,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     481 

Bell,  Samuel,  of  New  Hampehire,  attended      -        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  biH  for  settiing  claims 
against  the  United  Sutes       -        -        -    480 
Belt,  Benjamin  M.    (See  LangUy,  Hezekiah.) 
Bennett.    (See  Napier,  4*^.) 
Bennett,  Joshua,  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  .        -        -    683 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -    698 
reported  without  amendment     -        •        •    668 

laid  on  the  Uble 746 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        •        -    749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -    763 
Bennerille,  Daniel,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the 
petition  of,  respecting  the  tariff,  read,  and 
reforred         -        -        -        -        -        -    333 

Benton,  Thomas  H.,  of  Missouri,  attended      -        9 
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-Benton,  Thomas  H. — continued.  Page, 

•speech  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  relative  to  the  election  of 

President 167 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  carry  into  efiect  the 

bill  to  protect  the  Indian  fur  trade  -        -    432 
remarks  of,  on  the  same    -        -        -    456,  459 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  surveys  of  roads 
ana  canals    ------    534 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  disposal  of  re- 
fuse lands     683 

on  the  Tariff  bill 692 

on  his  resolution  in  relation   to  domestic 
hemp    -        -        -        . 
Bertrand,  J.  F.,  and  others,  Mr.  Johnson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  alteration  of 
the  naturalization  laws,  read,  and  referred 
Berry,  Taylor.    (See  Le  SieuTt  Firman,) 
Blagrove,  William,  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred 574 

reported  with  amendment  -  .  -  692 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        •    750 

Blean,  Robert,  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  the  relief  of  • 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  .  - 
reported  without  amendment  -  •  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  -  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Bloomfield,  John,  and  others^  Mr.  Hayne  pre- 
sented the  petition  of^  praying  a  modifica* 
tion  of  the  alien  laws,  read,  and  referred 

Blount,  J.  G.,  and  others,  Mr.  Branch  presented 
a  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  French  Spo- 
liations, read,  and  referred      ... 

Boardman,  Elijah,  resolution  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of 

Boker,  Charles,  and  others,  Mr.  Pickerson  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of,  concerning  duty 
on  foreign  iron,  read,  and  referred  - 

Bombergin,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay 
presented  the  memorial  of,  respecting  the 
tariff,  read,  and  referred         .        .        - 

Books  and  Maps,  Mr.  Dickerson  submitted  a 
resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to  pur- 
chase, for  the  use  of  Congress 
agreed  to-        -        -        -        •* 

Bowen,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  respecting  duty  on 
foreign  iron,  readt  and  referred 

Boyd,  Joseph  C,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the 
petiuon  of,  stating  his  inability  to  settle 
his  accounts  from  the  loss  of  papers,  read, 
and  referred  -         •        •        •        . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read 
read  the  second  time  .        -        - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Brace,  Stephen,  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of       -        • 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        •        - 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Bradford,  Charles,  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre 

senUtives  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of     -     582 
read  twice,  and  referred    .        -        -        -    793 
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Bradford,  Charles— continued.  fm 

bill  reported  without  aaieiMliiieiit  •  •  (13 
ordered  to  the  thivd  reading  -  -  -  74S 
read  the  third  time,  and  paeaed  -  •  -  7S: 
Branch,  John,  of  North  Caraitna,  attended  •  h 
remarks  ot,  on  the  bill  to  aeeare  the  aocouat- 

ability  of  public  officers  -        •     S37,S<< 

remarks  on  a  resolotioa  propoaing  aa  amead- 
ment  to  the  Conatitatioa        *        -      •  iif 
Brick,  Joshua,  and  others,  Mr.  McBvaiae  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  increase  tf 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  nfemd     •      •  4S 
Bridges,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  rtfentd         -       -Si 
Brooke,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  memorial  of,  praying  a  revisioo  of  the 
tarifi^  read,  and  referred  -        -       -US 

Brooks,  P.  C.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spoti- 
ations,  read,  and  referred        -        -       >    l# 
Brooks,  James,  Jehu,  and  Nathaniel,  a  bill  Crom 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  le- 
lief  of,  and  their  heirs    -        -        •       -  IV 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        .       .  65J 
reported  without  amendment     -        .       .  (9 
Offered  to  the  third  reading       -        -       •  Tt** 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       >   '^ 

Bronson,  Alvin,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of  •  -  -  Sp- 
read twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  •  aTt 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  -  MS 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  .  TV 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed        -       -    <^ 

Brotherton,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of    -       -6^1 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -       -   Ts ! 
reported  without  amendment     -        -       -  ^ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .       -  74S 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -       -  7S£ 

Brown,  Daniel,  the  petition  of,  called  up,  and 

referred         -        -        -        -        -       -  20! 

has  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers        -       •   ^ 
Brown,  Ethan  Allen,  of  Ohio,  attended    •       -     ' 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  opening  certain 
roads  in  FloHda  -        -      291, 293,  »4 

Brown,  James,  of  Louisiana,  attended      •       -      9 
letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  in  the  SenaU     97 1 
Brown,  Jonas  B.,  and  others,   Mr.  Mills  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of.  In  relation  to  the 
tarifiC  read,  and  laid  on  the  Cable    -       •    ^  ' 
Brown,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  issuing  letters  patent  to, 

read,  and  referred -^ 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  ^^ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  '  ^* 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -   ^ 

Brush,  Elijah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentatives  for  the  relief  of      -       •       *  ^ 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        *       '  ^« 

reported  without  amendment    -        '       '  f\ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        '       '  111 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed               *  *^ 
Burd,  Paul,  and  others,  Mr.  Mcllvaine  prsseotcd 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -       -  ^ 
Burns,  Malachi,  a  bill  from  the  House  o(  Rep- 

resentativee  for  the  relief  of  -       -       ^  ^ 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -       -    592,  wJ 

reported  without  amendment    -       •       '  -^ 
laid  on  the  uble       ----•'*' 
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latts,  Mark,  and  of  hen,   Mr.  Lloyd  preiontod 

the  oaUtioD  of,  read,  and  referred  -        -    1B04 
luzzard's  Bay,  Mr.  Lloyd  eubmitted  a  reeola- 
tion  direeting  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Oanab  to  make  inqairiee  in  relatton 
to  a  canal  between  Baroatable,  and       -      83 
agreed  to  ......89 

C. 


'adwallader,  Mitchencr,  Mr.  King  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  leave  to  copy  State 
papers,  d^c,  read,  and  referred 

laldwell,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lanman  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  relative  to  French 
spoliations,  read,  and  referred 

lamp,  Jesse,  Mr.  Ruggtes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred      .        .        . 
committee  discharged        .        .        .        . 

lanada,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 

!anby,  Israel  T.,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       .        .        . 

*annon.  Bombs,  dtc,  a  bill  for  the  supply  of, 
read      ------. 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred    • 
reported  without  amendments   - 


54 


108 

126 
316 


-     314 


31 

147 
151 
242 

debated 329 

333 
333 


ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Sapitol,  statement  of  William  Lambert  relative 

to  the  longitude  of  the,  read  .        *        .      62 

ordered  to  be  printed        -        -        -        -    339 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

making  appropriations  for  furnishing  the 

rooms  in  the    .----•    773 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....    776 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    785 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •    789 
(See  Accommodations,) 

!arlisle  Artillery,  Mx.  Findlay  presented  the 
petition  of  the,  praying  to  be  received 
into  service,  read,  sind  referred       -        -  *  258 

larr,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Hayne  presented 
the  petition  of,  against  an  increase  of 
duties,  read,  and  referred        ...    422 

iarroU,  Daniel,  of  Duddington,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief 

of 593 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        .        -  616 

reported  without  amendment    .        -        -  675 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      .        .        -  749 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  752 

barter,  John,  of  Kentucky,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of        -  617 

read  twice,  and  referred    •        -        -        -  653 

reported  without  amendment    .        *        -  726 

laid  on  the  Uble 749 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  752 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  761 

arver,  Nathaniel.     (See  Bariktty  mUiam.) 
lase,  Loudon,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentativea  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  -        ...        -      56 

reported  without  amendment  •  -  -  80 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  85 
raad  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -      89 


Page. 
Castine,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  in     -  691 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....  703 
reported  without  amendment    ...  709 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •        -  752 
Causici,  Enrico,  a  letter  from,  announcing  the 
completion  of  a  group  of  statuary  for  the 

Capitol,  referred 509 

committee  discharged  ....  524 
Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution  directing 

the  payment  of  $1,000  to,  read      -        -  782 

the  third  reading  negatived        ...  789 

Cazenove,  Anthony  C,  and  others,  Mr.  Van 
Dyke  presented  the  petition  of,  against 
the  recession  of  Alexandria,  read,  and  re- 
ferred -        - 427 

the  committee  discharged  ...    532 

Chandler,  John,  of  Maine,  attended         -        -        9 

is  qualified 10 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam*l 
Gilbert  -        -        -        -        -        -90 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Hender- 
son        99 

on  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war  1^9,  ^49,  224 
on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dec.  -  -  331 
on  the  bill  for  settling  claims  against  the 

United  States 477 

on  the  Tariff  biU 594 

Chandler,  Walter  S.,  Mr.  Johnson  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        -        -        -  54 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read  -  147 

read  the  second  time        -        -        -        -  151 

recommitted -  154 

reported  with  amendments        -        -        -  166 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  25T 
amended,  by  adding  the  name  of  Samuel 

Ward,  and  passed          -        -        -        -  258 

Chaptn,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  Tariff,  read,  and  referred      -    233 

Chaplain  elected 30 

Charleston,   Mr.  Hayne  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  citizens  of,  in  relation  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  read,  and  referred  -      48 
the  committee  discharged  ...    757 

Mr.  Hayne  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a  navy  yard  at        -        -        -        -      56 
agreed  to  ....--      75 

Mr.  H.  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  merchants  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read  and  referred    ,  -        -        -     1 1 1 
Mr.  H.  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of,  praying  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy,  read,  and  referred    -     206 
Mr.  H.  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
^    Drayton  and  others  of,  against  an  increase 

of  duties,  read,  and  referred   .        .        •    255 
a  bill  for  the  further  survey  of  the  harbor  of, 
and  the  coast  of  Florida,  reported,  and 

read  twice 716 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  737 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    747 

Chastang,  Joseph.     (See  Bauditi,  Nickoias.) 
Cherokee  Indians,  a  communication  from  a  del- 
egation of,  concerning  Georgia  lands,  laid 
on  the  table 522 
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Mr.  Benton  preiented  the  memorifti  of  John 
Ross  and  otben,  in  relation  to  their  pow- 
er to  impose  taxes,  read  and  referred  -  776 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company, 
Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  memorial  of 
the,  prating  the  aid  of  Congress,  read, 
and  referred  .....      50 

a  communication  from  the  President  of  the, 

referred SM 

a  bill  antborinng  a  subscription  to  the  stock 

of  the,  reported  and  read        ...    671 
report  in  full  -        -        -        -        -    671 

the  bill  read  the  second  time     •     '  -        -    673 

laid  on  the  table 769 

Chesley,  ^William  F.,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   1«2 

adverse  report  made  -        -        -        .        .    863 

laid  on  the  table 376 

Child,  John  T.,  and  othera,  Mr.  D'Wolf  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  relative  to  French 
depredations,  read,*and  referred      •        -     128 
Childs,  Thomas.    (See  WiUardf  JuUus.) 
Chitwood,  Sarah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read   •        •      80 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -      84 
reported  without  amendments  -        -        -    1 1 1 
laid  on  the  table        -        -        -        •        -     117 
Christ  Church,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a  memo- 
rial of  the  vestry  of,  read,  and  referred    -    313 
a  bill  for  enclosing  the  burial  ground  of,  re* 

ported,  and  read    -        -        •        -        -  •  323 
read  the  second  time         ....    329 

laid  on  the  table        ......    419 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -    621 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    623 
Circuit  Courts.     (See  Judiciary,) 

Claims,  the  Committee  on,  appointed       -        -  27 

committee  on,  discharged  ....  783 

a  bill  for  the  settlement  of  pecuniary,  re- 
ported, read,  and  referred       -        -        -  813 
reported  without  amendment     -        •        -  817 
considered        .....    447,  473 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  474 

read  the  third  time   -        •        -        .        .  474 

a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill    -        -        -  476 

recommitted     ......  480 

reported  without  amendment    ...  613 

considered 631 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  682 

its  passage  negatived         ....  670 

Clarke,  Andley,  and  others,  Mr.  D'Wolf  we- 
sented  the  piemorial  of,  praying  indem* 
nity  for  French  depredations,  read,  and 
referred 126 

Clarke,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  increaae 
of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred  -        -    1 13 
Clark,  Archibald,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  reUef  of  •        -        -    617 
read  twice,  and  referred    •        -        .        •    668 
reported  without  amendment     -        -       •    866 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    762 
Clarke,  Isaac,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -        -        -      86 
the  committee  discharged,  his  case  having 
been  embraced  in  a  general  act      •        •    749 


rip. 

Clayton,  Thomas,  of  DelMvare,  attcaded  -      •  lU 
Clerke,  T,  W.,  and  otheia,  Mr.  Van  Bvcnpn- 
•ented  the  petition   ai,   relative  to  ih» 

alien  laws,  read,  and  refisned         -      •  8) 
Clerks,  a  report  iiroBi  the  Seerstaiy  of  the  Mtvf 

in  relation  to  the  eompeiwntion  of  -      -III 

similar  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Wsr  -  \i\ 
report  from  the  Postmaster  GooeraU  statiaff 

the  number  of,  in  his  office    -        .      •  94 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Slats  idpect- 

ing  the  number,  dec,  of         -        .       .  X7 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rqmeatativei 
for  an  additional  nomber  o^  dbc.»  in  tbt 
seTeral  Departments,  read  twice,  and  rs- 
ferred   -        -        -        .        •        --TT 
reported   .......;s3 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -       -  7S 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •       •  7S7 
CleTeland,   Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of     -       -  f  1< 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        .        .  su 

reported  without  amendment     -        -       -  711 

laid  on  the  table        -        -        -        •       -  7t» 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -       •  77t 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -       -  7V7 
Cocke,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  and  i.  T. 

Johnson        -        -        -        •        .       .  in 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -       •  6i3 

reported  without  amendment     -        .       .  t5« 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .       .  74? 

read  the  third  time,  and  pMsed  •        .       .  751 
Cod  Fisheries.     (See  VeeeeU.) 
Colbum,  Reuben,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the 

petition  o(  read,  and  refeired                 •  SS 

adverse  report  made  -        -        -        .       .  33^ 

considered        -        •        -        •        •       .  US 

agreed  to-        •        -        •        •        .-Mi 

Collier,  Charles  M.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of    -  51 

read  and  referred      .....  5S 

reported  without  amendment    -        .       .  59 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .       .       -  77 

read  the  third  time,  and  passtd  ^ 

CoUyer,  Isaac,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of       -  SW 

resd  twice,  and  referred    -        .       •       •  673 

reported  without  amondmeat    -       •       -  6N 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      •       -       -  7^' 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  'S 

Columbia  Turnpike  Company,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  prcddeat  and 
directors  of  the,  read,  and  referred  -       •   1*^ 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the  company,  repoittd 

and  read        ....--   Sl3 
read  the  second  time         -       •  •   '1^ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      •       -       *   ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed       •       •   ^^ 

Columbian  College,  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Meiyland, 
preeented  the  memorial  of  the  tnistees  of 

the,  read,  and  referred  -        .       .       •  ttf 

a  bill  for  the  benefit  oi;  reported  and  read  5^ 

report  in  foil ^ 

bill  read  the  second  time  •       .       •       •  SSI 

debated 771 

the  third  reading  reftised  -        .       .       •  771 
Columbian  Inatitate,  a  bill  from  the  House  «f 

RepreaeiiUtiTes  for  the  benefit  of  the    -  ^ 
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Colombiaii  Institate— €Oiitiniied. 
bfUl  read  twice»  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 


Page. 

-  617 
•    691 

-  780 

-  787 


Colmnbus,  commnnicatione  from  the  Secretary 
of  8ute  in  relation  to  a  portndt  oi,  read, 
and  referred  -        -        .        •        -      8S 

rcaolQtions  to  provide  a  piaee  for  the  por- 
trait, reported        .....    431 

read  the  second  time  -        -        •        -  -  446 

Imid  on  the  table 621 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...    778 

read  the  third  time,  and  pMaed         •        -    779 
Commerce  and  Manufactarea,  the  Committee 

on,  appointed        •        .        -        -        -      87 

eo  much  of  the  Preaident'a  Meaaage  aa  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  the  above  committee      30 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
transmitting  statements  of  the       -        -    S68 
Committeea,  usual  orders  for  the  appointment 

of  the 10 

Mr.  Eaton  sabmitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing chairmen  of  the        -        -        -        -      25 

eonsidered,  amended,  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading         -        -        -        -        -      25 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -      26 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  all,  by  the  presiding  offi- 
cer, unless  otherwise  ordered        -        -      25 

adopted    ..-...-26 
Congress,  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  a 
resolution  that  the  next  session  of,  meet 
at  an  earlier  period       ....    336 

amended  and  laid  on  the  table  ...    339 
Contingent  Fund,  statements  in  relation  to  ex- 
penditures from  the,  read      -        -        -      11 
Contingent  Expenses,  an  abstract  exhibiting, 

read 91 

"  Constitution,"  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  pre- 
sented a  petition  of  Thomas  Johnson  and 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  ship,  read, 

and  referred 307 

adverse  report  made         ....    474 

laid  on  the  table 482 

concurred  in     -----        -    530 

Conway,  Samuel.    (See  Rush,  John.) 
Cook,  Nicholas.     (See  Baudin,  Hicholtu*) 
Cooper,  Dsvid,   leave  given,  to  withdraw  his 

papera  -        -        -        -        -        -        -117 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  the  relief  of 592 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  617 
reported  without  amendment  -  •  -  653 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    750 

Coppuck,  William.    (See  EvanM,  ThomoM,) 
Copy-Rights,  Mr.  Lowrie  intKnluoed  a  bill  to 
extend,  to  anthoraofpaintinga  and  draw- 
ings, read      ..--..    417 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    422 
reported  without  amendment    ...    446 
considered         ......    512 

a  third  reading  refused     •        -        -        -    513 

Cordage,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  reaotution  call- 
ing on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  quantity  of, 
manufactured  from  domestic  hemp  for 
the  Navy 128 


Cordage-— continued.  Page, 

reeolutton  agreed  to  -  •  -  -  -  133 
report  in  reply  laid  on  the  table  -  -  297 
a  bill  allowing  drawback  on  the  exportation 

of,  reported  and  read    -        -        -        -     128 
.read  the  aecond  time         ....     142 

considered 243,  499 

laid  on  the  table 509 

Mr.  Benton  aobmitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  report 
next  session  why  American  hemp  is  not 

used  for 749 

considered        -        -  •  -    753 

agreed  to 754 

Coxe,  Daniel  W.,  leave  given  to  withdraw  his 

papers 125 

Crimea,  a  bill  for  the  punishment  of,  in  arsenals, 
navy  yards,  dbc,  reported,  read  twice,  and 
referred         ......    528 

reported  without  amendment    ...    592 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    762 

Crosby,  John,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  in  relation  to  French  spolia- 
tions, read  and  referred  -        -        -        -     108 

Custom-House  Officers.    (See  Officert  of  Cum- 
toms.) 

D. 

Davidson,  William.    (See  White,  Joeeph  Jf.) 
Davis,  Charles  B.,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  pe- 
tition ot,  read,  and  referred    -        -        -      36 
adverse  report  made  «  .        •91 

laid  on  the  table 96 

agreed  to 110 

Davis,  Mary  and  Solomon,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 

the  petition  of,  read  and  referred    -        -      95 
committee  thereon  discharged    -        -        -    318 
Davis,  Matthew,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
aented  a  memorial  of,  praying  an  increase 
of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred  -        •     147 
Davis,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Mills  presented 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read,  and  referred     -        -        -     161 
Mr.  Llojd  presented  another  petition  of,  on 
the  same  snbject,  read,  and  referred       -    231 
Debt,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persona  imprisoned 

for,  reported,  and  read  twice  -        -      38 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        •      43 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -      47 

amendment  received  ....  53 
considered  and  referred     -        •        -        •      54 

report  made     - 77 

amendment  agreed  to        -        -        -        •      85 
Declaration  of  Independence,  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  relation  to 
the  distribution  of  certain  copies  of  the, 

read  and  referred 82 

resolution  directing  their  distribution,  re- 
ported and  read    -        -        -        -        •431 
read  a  second  time    -        .        .        .        •    446 

laid  on  the  table 521 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  778 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    779 

De  Krafft,  Edward,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  a  subscription  to  cer- 
tain copies  of  the  Journals  of  the  Old 
Congress,  read  and  referred  -        -        -      37 
resolution  authorising  the  purchase  of  ten 

copies,  reported 322 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  discharged    -    942 
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Delaware  Canal.     (See  Chesapeake  and  Dela' 

ware  Canal.) 
Delaware  River,  Mr.  Findlay  submitted  a  reeo- 
latioii  for  opening  a  canal  between  the 
Susquebannah  and        -        -        -        -    ^  88 

laid  on  the  table *  92 

Deming,  Demaa,  assignee  of  Hugh  Glen,  Mr. 
Noble  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referred         -        •        -        -        -        -818 

the  committee  thereon  discharged      -        -    422 
Dennie,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  against  the  tariff 
bill,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table      -        -    617 
Denton,  Stephen,  and  others*  Mr.   Dickerson 
prp.sented  the  memorial  of,  praying  in- 
crease of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred     136 
Desobry,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of     -        -     582 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        -        -     593 
reported  without  amendment    .        -        .    709 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      .        .        -     749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     752 

Detroit,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  of  the  Church  of  St.  Anne, 
and  for  the  extension  of  Larned  street 
in  the  town  of,  read  twice  and  referred  -     574 
reported  with  amendments        -        -        -    692 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      .        .        -     779 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     787 

Devezin,  Charles  Oliver,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Loui- 
siana presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referred  -         -         -        -         -         -  •  205 

the  committee  discharged  ...    287 

Dickerson,  Mahlon,  of  New  Jersey,  attended    -  9 
speech  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 

Constitution  -        -        •        -      154, 402 

remarks  of,  on  the  same    •        •      366,  370,  416 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the 

exportation  of  cordage  ...        -  250 
on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c.         -        -  331 
speech  of,  on  the  Indian  fur  trade      -        -  449 
remarks  of,  on  the  same  .        -        .        •  467 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        -      584,  693 
remarks  of,  on  the  same    -       690,  615,  660,  689 
Dill,  Eliza,  daughter  of  General  St.  Clair,  Mr. 
Noble  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referred         .-.---  85 
Direct  Taxes,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury   respecting   the   amount  due, 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed       •        -  25 
Distillers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  relief  of  certain,  in  Berks 
county,  Pennsylvania,  read    -        •        -  80 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred    -        -  85 
reported  without  amendment     .        •        -  109 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       •        -        *  1 12 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  116 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  relief  of  certain,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred      778 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  786 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  788 

District  of  Columbia,  Committee  on  the,  ap- 
pointed   27 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  judicial  code  of  tbe       -        -     120 
agreed  to  ......     135 


District  of  Colambia-— oontinaed.  Pift. 

a  bill  altering  the  timca  of  holding  the  cowti 

in  the,  reported,  and  read  twice  -  -  U!^ 
read  the  third  ttma«  and  paaeed  -       -  412 

amendments  received        -        •        -       -  70 
concurred  in     -        -        -         -        •       -  716 

(See  BegiUen  of  WUis.} 
DoneUon,  John,  and  Stephen  Heard,  a  bill  Isr 

the  relief  of,  introduced,  read  twice,  aid 

referred  -  -  -  -  -  •  lir 
reported  without  amendoieBt  •  -  -  6» 
considered  -  -  -  *  -  -  74.3 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  •  .  74' 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -       •  7»} 

amendments  received        •        •        ..711^ 
concurred  in-        -        -        -        -.775 

Doorkeeper,  Mr.  Lanman  submitted  a  reaolatkm 
authorizing  the,  Monntjoy  Bayly,  to  em- 
ploy  one  assistant  and  two  horacs,  read 
twice    .-----.     U 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        .       .    :4 

Doughty,  John  C,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  the  petition  of,  in  relation  to 


the  tariff,  read  and  referred    - 


Dowlen,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  praying  an  increase  of 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred     -       •    14T 
Drayton,  William,  and  others,  the  memorial  of, 
against  an  increase  of  daties,  read,  and 
referred         -        -         -         -        -       -   SSi 

Drawbacks,  Mr.  D'Wolf  submitted  a  resolotioo 
in  relation  to,  on  domestic  manufactures 
when  the  material  is  of  foreign  growth  -     42 
agreed  to  ------    4T 

a  bill  allowing,  on  the  exportation  of  cord- 

age,  reported,  and  read  -  .  .  IS« 
read  the  second  time  -  -  .  .  lU 
considered  -  .  -  -  .  243, 4H 
laid  on  the  table SC^ 

Dry  Dock,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolotion  for 

the  construction  of  a  -  -  -  -ITT? 
agreed  to  .----.iS! 

Duane,  William,  a  letter  received  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  respecting  the  amount  of 
a  judgment  obtained  against  -        .       •     IS 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition  oi,  read, 

and  referred  -  -  -  -  .  -  ^ 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read  •  417 
read  the  second  time  -        -        .       -  4:4 

laid  on  the  table  -  -  -  •  .  5^ 
debated,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  SH 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       •  ^ 

Dnbord,  Anna,  the  petition  of,  presented  last 

session,  referred  -  -  -  "  *  ? 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read  -  ^^ 
read  the  second  time  -  -  -  *  ^' 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  •  -  J^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •       -  '^ 

Duncan,  Jonas,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  •        -       -   ^ 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        '       '       '   ^ 
reported  without  amendment    -       -       *   ^ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        •        • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Duties  on  Imports,  a  bill  in  relation  to,  and  ton- 
nage, read  twice,  and  rsferrcd 
reported  with  amendments        .       .        - 
debated    -        .--.-- 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

amend  the  acts  laying,  read  .        -        .  524 

considered         ......  f)30 

referred 631 

reported  with  amendments        ...  569 
considered  683,  694,  616,  618,  G54,  668,  675,  691 

703,  710 
amended  -  -  -  -  711,  712,  713,  715 
considered  -        -        717,  723, 727,  734,  738 

passed       -         - 744 

disagreement  to  the  amendments        -        -  751 

considered         ......  754 

committee  of  conference  appointed     -        -  769 

report  of  the  committee  made  and  agreed  to  766 
Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resolution  fur  print- 
ing and  distributing  a  number  of  copies 

of  the  act 703 

laid  on  the  table 717 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
a  report  at  the  next  session  of  the  effect 

upon  the  revenue  of  the  act   -        -        .  751 

laid  on  the  table 758 

agreed  to- 750 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  certain  sec- 
tions of  an  act  respecting,  and  tonnage  -  758 

read,  and  referred 760 

reported  without  amendments  ...  772 
ival,  Mareen,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  582 
read  twite,  and  referred  ....  592 
reported  without  amendment  ...  (i66 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  760 

Wolf,  James,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended        -  24 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  drawbacks 

on  cordage     ......  243 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -         -     591,658 
dt,  T.  W.,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  respecting  a  modification  of  the 

Tariff,  read,  and  referred        ...  233 

E. 

il,  Elijah,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 
a  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read,  and  referred      -        -        -  37 

irl,  Anthony  8.,  and  others,  Mr.  Mcllvaine 
presented  the  petition  of,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred  353 

rle,  William  N.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred  --...-  574 

reported  without  amendments     -        -        -  616 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  747 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .         .  750 

ston,  Sarah,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition 
of,  and  Dorothy  Storer,  daughters  of  Col. 

K.  H.  Harrison,  read,  and  referred  -        -  79 

adverse  report  made 166 

luid  on  the  table 268 

considered 817 

agreed  to 326 

iton,  John  H.,  of  Tennessee,  attended   -        •  24 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -         -         -  614 
iton,  William,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  a  peti- 
tion of,  praying  a  settlement  of  accounts, 

read,  and  referred 60 

advene  report  made  •        >        -        -        .  295' 
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Eaton,  William — continued.  Page, 

report  laid  on  the  table      ....     309 
leave  given  him  to  withdraw  his  papers      -     775 
Edington,  James,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  a  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred      -         -        -         -     101 
the  committee  discharged  -        -         .        -     114 
Edwards,  Henry,  of  Connecticut,  attended        -        9 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  lim- 
ited acts -      95 

Edwards,  Ninian,  of  Illinois,  attended       -        -      24 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for   the  relief  of 

Francis  Henderson        ....      99 
resignation  of  -        -        -        -        .        .    329 
Edwardsville,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  define  the  boundary  of,  and 
Springfield  land  districts,  read        -        -     242 
read  the  second  lime,  and  referred    -        -    253 
reported  without  amendment     ...    256 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    334 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .     337 
Elliott,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended    ...        9 
remarks  oi,  tin  his  resolution  in  relation  to 

Florida  land  titles 78 

remarks  of,  on  the  Florida  road  bill   -        -    293 
speech  of,  on  the  Tarififbill        ...     614 
Elliott,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Hayne  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  protesting  against 
an  increase  of  duties,  read,  and  referred  •     296 
Ellis,  Enos,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  an  increase  of  duties, 
read,  and  referred  .....    308 
Emewon,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Holmes  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations,  read,  and  referred         -        -     108 
English,  Elkanah.     (See  Martin^  David*) 
English  Turn.     ($ee  Louisiana,) 

Engrossing  Clerk,  Mr.  Seymour  submitted  a  re- 
solution to  employ  an  additimial,  read     -     103 
read  the  second  time  -        -        -        -     110 

referred     -        -        -        -        -        -        -117 

reported  with  amendments  -  •  -132 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  •  138 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     142 

Erwin,   Aaron,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented  the  memorial  of,  praying  addition- 
al duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred        •  147 
Eslava,  Miguel,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred        -        .        -  691 

reported  without  amendment    ...  733 

bid  on  the  table        -        -        -         -        -  751 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  758 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  761 

Evans,  Edward,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of      •        -        -     657 
read  twice,  and  referred         ...     675 
reported  without  amendment    ...     736 
ordered  to  the  third  rending       ...     762 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        .761 
Evans,  Thomas,    and    William   Coppuck,   Mr. 
Smith  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referred  -         -         -         -         -         -132 

adverse  report  made  .....     353 

laid  on  the  table 376 

Expiration  of  laws.     (See  AcU.) 

F. 

Factories,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of' State 
exhibiting  the,  employed  in  manufac- 
tures liable  to  duties,  read      ...     146 
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Fanning,  J.  B.,  m  bill  from  the  Hoate  df  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  benefit  of  the  adminis- 
trator of CM 

read,  and  referred  •  •  -  •  -  667 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  716 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  766 
Farrow,  Nimrod,  and  Richard  Harris,  a  biJI  for 

the  relief  of,  introduced,  and  read  -        -    630 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Secretary  of 

War  requested  to  report  how  far  a  former 

met  for  the  relief  of,  has  been  executed    •    666 

(he  report  received,  read,  and  referred        -    677 

the  bill  reported  without  amendment        -    768 

considered •    774 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...    776 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •    779 
Ferguson,  Benjamin,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  the  erec- 
tion of  additional  lighthouses  on  the  Ches- 
apeake bay,  read,  and  referred       -        -     339 
Ferguson,  Ebenezer,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay 
presented  the   memorial  of,   praying   a 
modification  of  the  tariff,  read,  and  refer- 
red         206 

Finance,  the  Committee  on,  appointed    •        -      ^7 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  state  of  the  finances,  received, 
and  a  number  of  copies  ordered  to  be 

printed 82 

Findlay,  William,  of  Pcnnnylvania,  attended   -        9 
Firman,  Joseph,    and   others,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  *617 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -         .        .     663 
reported  without  amendment    ...     676 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...     749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        •     762 
Fisher,  George,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of      -        -        -     693 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        .        -    616 
reported  with  amendments        ...     666 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -     771 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        *    773 
Fisher,  James  C,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  memorial   of,   stating    their 
claims  for  French  spoHations,  read,  and 

referred 123 

Fisher,  William  L.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre* 
rented  the  petition  of,  praying  that  no 
additional  duty  may  be  pot  upon  wool, 
read,  and  referred  .....    242 

Fiske,  James  B.,  snd  others,   Mr.  Holmes  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred    268 
adverse  report  made  and  concurred  in        -     768 

Five  Sisters,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  a  register  to  the  schooner        -  691 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....  703 
reported  without  amendment    ...  716 
laid  on  the  table 748 

Florida,  Mr.  Elliott  submitted  a  resolution  in 
relation  to  sums  paid  for  lands  in,  prior 

to  the  treaty  of  1783     -        -        -        -  76 

considered 78 

agreed  to          -....-  79 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  opening  certain  roads  in,  read         -  87 
read  the  .second  time          -        -        •        -92 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  163 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  294 


Florida— continued.  Pufr 

bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  ^ 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreoentatives  for 

settling  private  land  claims,  in         -  -    l\\ 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        •         -  •   i:( 

reported  with  amendments        •         -  •   ISS 

laid  on  the  table        -        -        -        •  -    IS 

recommitted     •        -       ~-        •        •  •   It: 


reported  without  amendments  .         •       - 

considered        ...... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paasod  ... 

amendments  received,  and  concurred  in    - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
giving  sanction  to  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of         ...... 

read         -.---.. 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred     - 

reported  without  amendment    •        .        . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .        .       . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  letter  from  the  Governor  o^  transmittiBf 
a  copy  of  laws,  read       .... 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  further  survey  of  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  Soqth  Carolina, 
and  the  coast  of,  reported      .        .        . 

read  twice        --.... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        . 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
granting  land  to,  for  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
mentf  read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments         .        .        . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        . 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepnsseQtativrs 
granting  land  to  certain  settlers  in,  read 
twice,  and  referred  .        .        •       . 

reported  without  amendment    .        .        . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        . 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
establish  territorial  government  in  • 

read  twice,  and  referred    .         .         .        . 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        . 

debated,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        . 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprceentatives 
concerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  of^  read 
twice,  and  referred        ... 

reported    -...--. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Folsom,  Jonathan,  and  Thomas  Haven,  Mr.  Psr- 

rott  presented  the  petition  of,  read  and 

referred         .•.-.- 

the  committee  discharged  -        .        -        - 

Forbes,  John,  and  Company,  Mr.  King  presented 

the  petition  of,  praying  confirmation  of 

title  to  certain  land,  read,  and  referred  - 

a  bill  for  that  purpose  reported,  and  read   - 

read  the  second  time  .        .        .       - 

recommitted      ...... 

a  bill  releasing  to  the  heirs  of,  or  to  J.  Mc- 
Allister, a  certain  tract  of  land,  reported 
and  read        ...... 

read  the  second  time         .        •       .       - 
laid  on  the  table        .         .        .        .       - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .       - 
read  the  third  time»  and  passed 
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Foreign  Relations,  the  Committee  on,  appointed 
so  mach  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  said  committee 
Mr.  Mills  appointed  on  the  committee  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  King  .... 

Forman,  Robert  8.,  a  bill  from  the   House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read  and 
referred  .----- 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        • 
laid  on  the  table        ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Forrest,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion  of,  read  and  referred        ... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read 
read  the  second  time  .... 

laid  on  the  table        .        .        •        •        . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Fortifications,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, making  an  appropriation  for 
certain  --.-.. 

read  twice,  and  referred    .... 

considered         ...... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Fort  8t.  Philip.     (See  Road,) 
Foster,    Roger,   and  others,  Mr.   Lowrie   pre- 
sented the  petition  of;  praying  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  tarifi*,  read,  and  referred 
Fountain,  Garrett,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of   - 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        .        •        . 
reported  without  amendment     -     *  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Frank,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  and  referred        ... 
the  committee  discharged  ... 

Franks,  Samuel  D.,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read  and  referred 
Frauds,  Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  in 
relation  to,  on  the  revenue     ... 
read,  and  referred      -        -        -        .        - 
committee  discharged        .... 

resolution  respecting,  on  public  lands 
committee  report  the  present  laws  sufficient 
to  prevent,  on  public  lands     - 

French  Spoliations,  Mr.  Llojd  submitted  a  re- 
solution concerning        .... 
agreed  to           -.•--- 
memorials  on  the  subject  of,  read  and  re- 
ferred     108,  111,  116 

the  committee  discharged   from  numerous 
memorials  in  relation  to         •        - 

Fur  Trade,  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent,  in   regard  to  the  Indian,  re- 
ported and  read     ..... 
read  the  second  time  .... 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 
considered         -        -       432,449,601,606,738 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     753 

the  title  amended,  and  the  bill  passed 
amendments  received        .... 
agreed  to  -..••- 

Fry  and  Spalding,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands 653 
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Fry  and  Spalding — continued.  Page. 

bill  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  -  676 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  702 
reported  without  amendments  -  -  .  726 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    762 

G. 

Gaitlard,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended      -        9 
elected  President  pro  tempore  -        .        •    768 
Gardener,  Paul,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read  and  referred      -        -        -     108 
Garsed,  Joshua,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  praying  an  increase  of  certain 
duties,  read  and  referred        •        -        -     161 
Gaunt,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  oi,  praying  a  modification  of 
the  tariff,  read,  and  referred  -        -        -     169 
Gantrais,  Harpin  de  la,  a  bill  for  the.  relief  of  ' 

the  heirs  of,  reported,  and  read       -        -    300 
read  the  second  time  ....    306 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -    419 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    422 
Gantrais^  Marie  Louise  de  la,  Mr.  Johnson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read  and  referred      36 
(See  GautraU,  Harpin  de  la.) 
**  General  Jackson,"  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  concerning  the  ship,  read 
twice,  and  referred  ....    674 

reported  without  amendment     ...    677 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     747 
*  read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •    760 
General  Land  Office,  a  bill  to  authorise  the  em- 
ployment of  assistants  in  the,  reported 
and  read       ------    233 

read  the  second  time         «...     242 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    328 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    328 
General  Post  Office,  so  much  of  the  President's 

Message  as  relates  to  the,  referred        •       37 
a  report  of  the  number  of  clerks  in  the       -    294 
Georgia,  a   Message  from  the  President  with 
documents  in  relation  to  Indian  reserva- 


tions in         .        -        -        .        - 
read  and  laid  on  the  table 
referred    - 
Ghent,  Treaty  of.     (See  Fur  Trade.) 
Giffin,  David,  and  Samuel  Hoag,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Gilbert,  Samuel,  Mr.  Barton  submitted  a  reso 

lution  in  relation  to  the  claim  of    - 
agreed  to  - 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read 
read  the  second  dme        ... 
debated    ------ 

postponed  •        -        "        -        -       91, 

Gold,  Silver,  and  Jewels,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted 

a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  transpor< 

tation  of,  in  armed  vessels 
amended  and  agreed  to    - 
a  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of,  re 

ported  and  read     .... 
read  the  second  time  ... 

postponed         .        .        -        -        - 
laid  on  the  table        .        .        .        - 
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niinoii,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreaenUtiTes 
to  alter  the  terina  of  the  district  coart  in, 

read 418 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred    -        -  422 

reported  without  amendmenta  -        .        •  446 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  510 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  614 

ImpoTta.     (See  Dutiee.) 

Impriaonment  for  Debt,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a 

resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to  in* 

quire  into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  86 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed      -  29 

a  bill  to  abolish,  reported  and  read    -        -  101 

read  the  second  tinie         -        -        -        -  110 

postponed         •        -        -        •        -     112,  160 

laid  on  the  table        .....  S42 

considered  268,  276,  291,  346,362,  419,  482,  484 

recommitted     ......  499 

vote  reconsidered      .        -        .        •        .  503 

the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  •        -  504 

read  the  third,  time,  and  passed  •        -        .  504 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  acta  for  the  relief 

of  persona    under,    reported,  and  read  474 
twice    -----.. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  482 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  484 

Indiana,  Mr.  Noble  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  the  organization 
of  an  additional  circuit,  &c.,  read  and  re- 
ferred   49 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  memorial  of,  re- 
specting a  canaJ  to  unite  the  Wabash 
with  Lake  Erie,  read  and  referred  -        •     136 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  resolution  of,  re- 
specting the  Tariff,  read  and  referred    -    263 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of,  in  re- 
lation to  the  National  Road,  read  and 
referred -    208 

the  committee  discharged  ...    733 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  from,  respecting  the  Indian 
title  to  lands  in,  laid  on  the  table  -        -    266 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of,  praying  a  revocation  of 
an  ordinance  in  relation  to  taxation  of 
lands,  read  and  referred         ...    296 

a  report  made,  with  a  bill  granting  the  pe- 
tition in  part  .....    823 

report  and  bill  read  -        .        .        .        .    324 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  resolution  of,  exprea- 
sive  of  sympathy  with  Greece,  read  And 
placed  on  file        -        -        -        -        -    313 

Mr.  N.  presented  a  memorial  in  relation  to 
purchasers  of  lands,  read  and  referred    -     326 

Indians,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
with  an  abstract  of  licenses  granted  to 
agents.  &c.,  to  trade  with  the,  read  and 
referred         -        1        ,        ...       36 

so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  -        -        -      .  -      37 

Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  civilization  of  the,  read      -        -     124 

agreed  to 130 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  rela- 
tion to  the  civilization  of  the,  read  -        -     141 


Indian  A&irs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed 
discharged        ...         .        .      . 

Indian  Department,  report  from  the  Second  Au- 
ditor relative  to  accounts  in  the,  read  and 
referred 
Indian  Treaties,  a  bill  firom  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  appropriations  lor  • 
read  twice,  and  referred    .        .        .       . 
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ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Innes,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrte  presented 
the  memorial  of,  praying  a  revision  of  the 
TariC  read  and  referred 
Invalid  Pensions.     (See  Pennons,") 
Iron,  petitions  in  relation  to  doty  on,  read  and 

referred        -        -        481,  107,  116,  430,  ^ 

J. 

Jmck,  Andrew,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickeraon  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  respecting  duty 
on  iron,  read  and  referred      ... 

Jackson,  Andrew,  of  Tennessee,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  the  case  of  Alexander  A. 

White 

on  the  bill  for  making  a  military  road 
on  the  bill  for  Florida  roads        -        -    29S, 
,  on  the  bill  for  a  supply  of  caonon,  6k. 

Jackson,  James,  and  J.  C.  McLemore,  securities 

of  Robert  Sercy,  Mr.  Eaton    presented 

the  petiUon  of,  read,  and  referred   - 

a  resolution  granting  the  withdrawal  of  their 

papers  reported      ..... 

agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -- 

Jackson,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  respecting  the 
Tariff,  read  and  referred         ... 

Jackson,  Richard,  and  others  Mr.  Knight  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  respecting  French 
spoliations,  read  and  referred 

Jacobs,  Cyrus,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  in  relation  to 
duty  on  iron,  road,  and  referred     - 

James,  Morris,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition 
of,  read,  and  referred     .... 

James,  Mary,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of     -^        -        - 
read  twice,  and  referred    .        .        .       • 
reported  without  amendments   .        .       • 
indefinitely  postponed       .        .        .        - 

Jamieson,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlsy 
presented  the  petition  of,  in  relation  to 
the  tariff,  read  and  referred    - 

Jenkins,  Robert,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  an  ia- 
creaae  of  duty  on  iron,  read  -        -       - 
read  and  referred      .        .        .        .       - 

Johns,  M.  8.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  duty  on  auction 
sales,  read,  and  reiierred        .        .        • 

Johnson,  Henry,  of  Louisiana,  attended  - 

remarks  of,  on   his  resolution   respecting 
officers  of  the  customs  .        .        .        - 
on  the  transportation  of  the  mail     - 
on  granting  a  pre-emption  right  to  Alexan- 
der \.  White        .        .        .        .        - 
on  his  resolution  in  relation  to  settlements 
on  public  lands     .        .        .       -       - 
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fohnion,  Heniy— eontinocd.  Page. 

i«m«rks  of,   on  his  rwolution  retpecUng 
lands  in  Opelousaa         ....     148 

on  the  bill  to  aecure  the  acconntability  of 
pablic  officera        .....    238 

on  the  parchaae  of  cannon,  dtc.        -        -    332 

on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  claims       -    478 

on  his  resolutioi^  respecting  a  post  route  be- 
tween New  Orleans  and  Washington    -     693 

on  the  bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  riTsrs    ...    762 
lobnson,  Richard  M.,  of  Kentucky,  attended      26 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  amend  the 
judiciary  system    ....        -      28 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  abolish  imprison- 
ment for  debt        268 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        -        -    696 

fohnson,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  intro- 
duced and  read      .....  186 

documento  in  relation  to  the  accounte  of, 

submitted      -  '     -        -        "        -        -  126 

the  bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred    -  129 
reported  without  amendmente    -        -        -169 

considered         ......  267 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       •        -        -  291 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .  296 

fobnson,  Henry,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        •        •        -     128 
adverse  report  made  ...        -        -    276 

laid  on  the  table 287 

fohnson,  Thomas.    (See  Canetitution,) 
lohnson,  John  T.    (See  Coeke^  Wiiiiam.) 
lohnston,  Josiah  8.,  of  Louisiana,  attended        -    338 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      ...    766 

fones.  Banister,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  peti« 

tion  of,  read,  and  referred       -        -        -     109 
(ones,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  an  increase  of  duties 
on  iron,  read,  and  referred      -        •        -       88 
^ones,  Obadiah,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred      ....     109 

adverse  report  made 274 

considered         -.---.    289 
agreed  to 290 

lones,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Elliott  presented 
the  petition  of,  against  the  Uriff,  read, 
and  referred  .----.     314 

bnes,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  682 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  .  693 
reported  without  amendment  ...  666 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  760 
foornab,  Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  in  re* 

lation  to  a  correction  of  the    -        -        -  117 

agreed  to -        -  184 

foumals  of  the  Old  Congress,  Mr.  Johnson  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  purchase  certain, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ...     448 

reported  without  amendment     ...    613 

laid  on  the  teble 737 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    760 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in      -    762 
the  committee  on  the  petitions  of  Way  and 
Gideon,  and  Edward  De  Krafil,  made  a 
report   authorizing  the  purchase  of  ten 

copies  of  the 322 

concurred  in,  and  the  committee  discharged    342 


Page. 
Judiciary,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  for 

amending  the        .....  29^ 

amended,  and  laid  on  the  table  -  -  -  32 
amended,  and  agreed  to  -  -  .  -38 
a  bill  respecting  invalid  laws,  reported  and 

read 335 

read  the  second  time         ....  339 

recommitted  ---...  331^ 
a   bill  respecting  circuit  courts,   reported 

and  read        ......  33^^ 

read  the  second  time         -        -        .     -  .  33^ 

laid  on  the  table        .....  41^ 

debated :        .  574 

laid  on  the  teble 577 

Mr.  Talbot  submitted  a  r^polution  to  modify 

the  26th  section  of  the. Judiciary  act  of 

1789     .---*...  266 

laid  on  the  teble        .....  268 

agreed  to-        -        -        -        .        .        .  307 
Judson,  Lewis.     (See  Hobart  Peter  H.) 

K. 

Keating,  Oliver,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    **----.  88 

Kelly,  William,  of  Alabama,  attended       -        -  41 
remarka  of,  on  proposed  amendmente  to  the 

Constitution  ---...  4i(^ 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  an  act  respecting  Stete 

government  in  Alabama  ...  572 
on  the  Tariff  bill  ....  618,662 
Kelly,  Hanson,  Mr.  Macon  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred  ...  27 
an  adverse  report  made  -  •  -  .  61 
considered  ----..  5^ 
recommitted  -  1  -  ...  54 
report  made  -  -  -  •  .  .125 
recommitted  with  instructions  to  bring  in  a 

bill 127 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -  1 28 
read  the  second  time         -        -        -        -  133 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  152 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .  153 
Kendall,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  -        -  80 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -  84 
reported  without  amendmente    -        -        -  96 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  102 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  110 
Kennard,  Samuel  G.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  119 
Kentucky,  a  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of,  read        ....  287 
read  the  second  time         ....  288 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        •        -  318 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  323 
a  remonstrance  of  the  Legislature  of,  against 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
case  of  Green  and  others,  read,  and  refer- 
red          290 

a  bill  to  change  the  tfrms  of  the  Circuit 

Courts  in.  reported,  and  read        -        -  447 

read  the  third  time,  and  referred        -        -  44ft 

reported  without  amendment     ...  474 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  475 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  482 
Kerr,  Stephen.    (See  JdeBriae,  Robert.) 
Kilton,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -        -  146 

I  Kingi  William  R.,  of  Alabama, 'attended  -        -  46 
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King,  Rofut,  of  New  York,  attended        -        •  9 
a  letter  from,  asking  to  be.  excased  from  serv- 
ing on  committee,  on  account  of  ill  health  42 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Gilbert 91 

on  the  bill  for  making  a  road  from  Memphis 

'           to  Little  Rock 118 

on  Mr.  Johnson's  resolution  in  relation  to 

settlements  on  public  lands    -        -        -  131 
on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accountability  of 

public  officers 241 

on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dtc.  •        -        .-  331 
epeecb  of,  on  proposed  amendments  to  the 

Constitution          .....  356 

feroarks  of,  on  the  same    ...     369,  375 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  ....  424 

on  the  Indian  fur  trade      ...     457,  460 

on  the  Tariff  bill 616 

King,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre* 

sentatiTes  for  the  relief  of       -        •        •617 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  653 

reported  without  amendment     •        -        •  690 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  749 

read  the  third  time,  and  psssed  •        .        •  752 
King,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  present* 

ed  the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -        -  169 

Knight,  Nehemiah,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended  •  9 

L. 

Lafoyette,  Marquis  de,  resolutions  from  the  House 
of  RepresentatiTee  in  relation  to  the  in- 
tended Tisit  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  -     129 
report  made      ......     143 

passed  unanimously  .....     146 

Lake  Superior,  Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  Indian  title  to  land 
near     .-.---.    401 

agreed  to 419 

a  bill  concerning  the  extinguishment  of  said 

title  reported,  and  read  ....    423 
read  the  second  time  -        -        •        -    427 

considered,  and  laid  on  the  table        *        -    723 
Lamb,  Clayton,  and  others,  Mr.  McIWaine  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  an  increase 
of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred  -        -    368 
Lambdin,  Jonathan  H.,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  relief  from  impris- 
onment, read,  and  referred     -        -        -      28 
the  committee  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt   •        -        •       38 
Lambert,  James,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  a  modification  of  the  tariff, 
read,  and  referred  -        -        -        -        -     159 
Lambert,  William.    (See  Capitol.) 
Land  Office.    (See  General  Land  Qffiee.) 
Land  Offices,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives  in  relation  to  the  correction  of  errors 
in  entries  at  the     .....     566 

read,  and  referred 569 

reported  without  amendment     •        .        .     656 

ordered  fo  the  third  reading        ...     780 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .        .    785 

Landff,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  for 

the  repeal  of  the  act  respecting  settlements 

unauthorized  by  law  on  public        -        -     124 

read  for  consideration        -        -        •        -     130 

negatived 132 

Mr.  Barton  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  frauds  in  surveying  public  -         -      16 


Lands— continued.  Pi|e 

resolution  agreed  to  -        -        -       *      -  S(& 
Mr.  Lowrie  sobmi'ted  docamente  in  reifti«& 
to  the  aorveys  and  sales  of,  ordered  lo  be 
printed .        ---         ---4B 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreeentativei 
granting  pre-emptioa  rights  to  all  omd. 
ties  and  parishes  in  which  pahlic,  are  sit* 

uated b^. 

read,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  -  Sii 
reported  without  amendment'  -  •  -  5n 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  77) 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  IT 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreeentativti 
to  provide  for  the  sale  of,  eonveyed  to  the 
United  States  io  certain  cases  •  -  dT« 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  •  573 
reported  without  amendment  •  -  -  SK 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  •  -  77) 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -  7fT 

Mr.  Benton  introduced  a  bill  for  disposal  of 

refuse MS 

read 583 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  .79! 
reported  without  amendmeat  -  •  -  65^ 
laid  on  the  table        -        -        -        .       .   76^ 

Land  Warrants.    (See  Military  Land   ITsr- 

rantt,) 
Laogdon,  Henry  8.,  late  Navy  Agent,  Mr.  Par- 

rott  presented  the  petition  of,  read  and 

referred         ...        •        •       .   3)3 
Langley,  HezekialH  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the 

petition  of,  read  and  referred  -       -   964 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  Benjamin  M.  Belt 

reported  and  read  -        -        .        .   421 

read  the  second  time  -  -  «  -  421 
the  third  reading  negatived  •  •  •  51@ 
vote  reconsidered,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 

the  third  reading  -        -        .        .        >   514 

Lanman,  James,  of  Connecticut,  attended  ^ 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  Francis  Hen- 
derson -------9* 

on  Uie  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of 

the  mail 119 

on  the  bill  to  secure  Uie  accountability  of 
public  officers        -        •        -        -        -    S3S 
Larche,  Francis,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read  and  referred     - 
Lauderman,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of    -        -       -5^1 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        ...    593 
reported  without  amendment    •*        •       -    675 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        •       -749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •       -    752 

Laurens,  Colonel  John.  (See  Hendertoiu  FrmO' 

eie.) 
Law,  Thomas,  Mr.  Talbot  presenteil  the  memo- 
rial of,  in  relation  to  a  national  currency, 
read  and  referred  ...        -        -    .WO 
the  committee  discharged  -        •        -       •524 
Lead  Mines  and  Salines,  Mr.  Barton  submitted 

a  resolution  respecting  the  sale  of  -  -  52 
agreed  to,  and  referred  ....  56 
the  committee  discharged  -        -       -    566 

Lee,  Richard  Bland.     (See  Young,  Robert,) 
Leightner,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  Boose  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  .        .    693 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -        -    616 
reported  without  amendment    -       •       -654 
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lightner,  Henry— continued.  Page. 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading         -        -    747 
read  the  third  time,  and  pa»8ed  -        -    750 

iland,  Joeeph,  and  others,  Mr.  Holmes  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  the  erec- 
tion of  a  pier,  dec,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Saco  river,  read  and  referred  -        -      51 

Enfant,  Peter  Charles,  Mr.  Mills  presented 
the  petition  of,  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  -    307 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  -        -    308 
)  Sieur,  Firman,  the  committee  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Taylor  Berry  report  a  bill  for  the 
reliefof  the  heirs  of,  read        -        -        -     110 
read  the  second  time         -        -        -        -     112 

debated 117 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -         -     133 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     137 

braries,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution 
to  distribute  documents,  journals,  &c.,  to 
incorporated,  read  ....      88 

laid  on  the  table 92 

amended  and  agreed  to     -        -        -        -96 

brary,  the  Committee  on  the,  appointed         •       27 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 

making  appropriations  for  the,  and  for 

furnishing  the  rooms  in  the  Capitol        -    773 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        .        .    776 

reported   .......     762 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...    786 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    789 

^hthouscs.  Light-vessels,  6lc.,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives   for  building 

certain,  read  .....  759 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -  760 

reported  with  amendments        ...  772 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  783 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •  787 

the  House  disagrees  to  the  amendments, 

and  the  Senate  recedes  from  them  -  789 

icoln,  Benjamin,  a  bill  to  settle  the  accounts 
of,  David  Humphreys  and  Cyrus  Griffin, 
reported  and  read  .        -        .        .        .    346 
read  the  second  time        ....    353 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...    427 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    431 

icoln,  Martin,  and  Ann  F.  Humphreys,  Mr. 
Mills  presented  the  petition  of,  read  and 
referred         ......    307 

evidence  in  support  of  the  claim  of,  read 

and  referred 339 

the  committee  on  their  petition  report  a  bill 
for  Benjamin  Lincoln  and  others.     (8ee 
Lincoln,  Benjamin.) 
tell,  £.,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  petition  of, 
praying  that  no  additional  duty  be  placed 
on  books,  read  and  referred    ...     565 
Ue,  Otis,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  petition 
of,  in  relation  to  French  spoliations,  read, 
and  referred  ......     108 

ijd,  Edward,  of  Maryland,  attended    -        -       IJ 
remarks  of,  on  the  claim  of  Virginia  for  cer- 
tain advances        .....       34 

on  the  Tariff  bill 58 

on  the  bill  for  Francis  Henderson       •        -       98 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordage  -    249 
on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill      -        -311 
on  the  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of 
gold,  jewels,  dtc.    -        .        -        •    320,  321 
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Lloyd,  James,  of  Massachusetts,  attended        <        9 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  Francis  Hender- 
son        97 

on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war        -    139, 

149,  229 

speech  of,  on  the  pension  bill  for  widows 
and  orphans  ......     104 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  drawback 
on  cordage 251,  500 

on  the  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of 
gold,  Ac. 320,  321 

letter  from,  to  the  Editors  of  the  National 
Intelligencer,  correcting  a  report  of  the 
above  remarks,  (note)    -        -        .        -    321 

on  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt    346 

on  the  resolution  in  relation  to  Portugal    -    615 

on  the  Tariff  bill       590,  594,  614,  660,  690,  704 

Lloyd,  James,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition 

of,  praying  a  pension,  read,  and  referred    446 
the  committee  discharged  ...    502 

Lobdell,  Stetson,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  revision 
of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred  -  -  79 
Longitude  of  the  Capitol.  (See  Capitol.) 
Lorman,  William,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  praying  an  increase  of  duty, 
read,  and  referred  -        -        -        -     161 

Louisiana,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution 
in  relation  to  lands  in,  derived  from  the 
French.  British,  and  Spaniah   Govern- 
ments -...-..37 
read,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -        -      43 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  holders  of  lands 
in,  derived  from  those  Governments,  re- 
ported, and  read    -        -        .        .        .     166 
read  the  third  time    .....    206 

amended 309 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        •        •319 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    323 
Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a  report  of  all  land  claims  filed  in  the 
Register's  ofiice  at  Opelonsas  in    -        •     142 
agreed  to  ......     149 

a  bill  authorizing  the  Register  of  the  land 
office  for  the  western  district  of,  to  report 
upon  certain  claims,  reported,  and  read    206 
read  the  second  time        ....    206 

considered        -        -        -        -        -        -312 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -    319 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    323 
a  bill  explanatory  of  tbe  act  to  confirm  land 

claims  in,  and  Missouri,  read  -        •     258 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred    -        -     267 
Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing certain  swamp  lands  in    -        •        -    417 
laid  on  tbe  table        .....    422 

a-  bill  for  the  sale  of  a  warehouse  at  English 
Turn,  and  the  erection  of  a  dwelling- 
house  at  Belize  in,  reported,  and  read  -  431 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  446 
reported  without  amendments  -  .  -  508 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  521 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  623 
a  bill  to  provide  a  Surveyor  General  for, 

and  Mississippi,  reported,  and  read  -  342 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  345 
reported  without  amendment  ...  422 
laid  on  the  table        ....  509 
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a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Rcpreientattvea  to 
regulate  practice  in  the  United  Statea 

courta  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  -        •  778 

reported  -------  782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        -        -  786 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed        -        -  788 
Low,  Andrew,  and  others,  Mr.  Elliott  preeented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -        -  287 

adverse  report  made          -        -        •        -  345 

laid  on  the  table 351 

Lowrie,  Walter,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        -  8 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fran- 
cis Henderson       -        -        .        -        •  97 
on  the  bill  lor  additional  sloops  of  war        -  150, 

214,  233 
on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accountability  of 

public  officers        .....  239 
on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill      -     310,  311 
on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion         372 

on  the  bill  to  protect  the  Indian  fur  trade  -  445 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cord- 
age         500 

Lucas's  Universal  Atlas,  a  letter  from  William 

H.  Jones,  soliciting  patronage  for  -        -  123 
a  resolution  to  purchase  five  copies  of,  sub- 
mitted    124 

referred 129 

a  resolution  authorizing  the  purchase  of  one 

copy  of,  reported    -        •        -        -        -  154 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        .  254 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  256 

M. 

Macarylan,  John,  Mr.  Macon  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  in  relation  to  French  spoliations, 

read,  and  referred          -        -        -        -  161 

Macon,  Nathaniel,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  9 
remarks  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to 

the  Constitution    -        -        -      159,  399, 417 

on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill     -        -  310 

on  the  Tariff  bUl 689 

Mail»  a  bill  to  discontinue  the  transportation  of 

the,  in  certain  cases,  reported,  and  read  109 

read  the  second  time         -        .        •        .  112 

considered         -•••-.  118 

laid  on  the  table 119 

Maison  Rouge,  Marquis  de,  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  of 773 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -  776 

reported  without  amendment    ...  783 

rejected    -        - 784 

Manning,    Jeremiah,  bill   from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of^   read 

twice,  and  referred        .        .        -        •  53 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  75 

postponed         -----        .  77 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  81 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          .        .  84 
Maps,  Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  in  regard  to  the  comple- 
tion of  certain        -        •        -        -        •  1 17 
agreed  to-        •        -        -        -        •        -  125 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

in  reply         --..-.  I61 

referred    -------  154 

Marschal,  Joseph,  bill  from  the  House  of  Reore- 

sentativcs  for  the  relief  of                        •  582 


Marechal,  Joaeph — oontinned.  PifL 

bill  read  twice,  and  referred       -       -      -  5SS 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  •  61C 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  •  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  73( 

Marine  Corps.     (See  Satal  AffairM.) 
Marshals,  Clerks,  and  Attorneys,  bill  from  the 
House  of  Repreaentativee  to  icpeal  in  part 
an  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of,  read    T. 
*ead  the  second  time,  and  referred    -       -    7S 
reported  with  amendmento        -        -       •   Ifi 

laid  on  the  table S&: 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        .       .  X! 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -36^ 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of 
public  money  in  the  hands  of,  reported, 
and  read       -        -        -        -        -       -  ift 

read  the  second  time         -        -        -       -   ir 

recommitted     -         -        -        •        -       •  9! 
reported  with  amendmenta        -        -       -  3tf 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .       .  :&( 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       •  STl 

Martin,  David,  and  Elkanah  English,  Mr.  Bea- 
ton presented  the  petition  o^  refinrcd    -  33: 
the  committee  discharged  •        -        -       •  XI 
Martin,  William  D.,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  tb 
memorial  of,  against  an  increase  of  doliei, 
read,  and  referred  -        -        -        -       .  4§. 

Maryland,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  claims  of,  for  advances  da- 
ring the  lata  war  -  -  -  .  .  9 
read,  and  adopted  -  -  -  .  .  <* 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativet 
altering  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit 
court  for  the  fourth  circuit  in,  read  twice, 
and  referred  -        -        -        .       .  ?«! 

reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  ;4t 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .  .  7$ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       •  7^ 

Maaaachusetta,  a  Message  from  the  Prcstdcat 
transmitting  documents  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of,  for  militia  services  -        .       .  S»l 

the  Message  read      -        -        -         .       .  96! 

two  hundred  copies  of  the  documents  or- 
dered to  be  printed        -        -        .       .  341 

Mattson,   Abraham  V.,  Mr.   Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  release  from  iai- 
prisonment,  read,  and  referred        -       '    ^ 
the  committee  report  a  bill  supplemeataf^ 
for  the  relief  of  peraons  imprisoned  fiir 
debt      ------       .  m 

(See  Imprmmment  for  Ihbi.) 

Mayall,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pe- 
sented  the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  the 
tMMiS,  read,  and  referred  -        .       -  30i 

Msybary,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Baibonr  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  tkc 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  lefeiied     -       -   >^ 
Mayhew,  Thadena,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  saa- 
dry  documenta  in  fevor  of  iIm  daia  of^ 
referred         -        .        -        .        .       -    li 
a  bill  lor  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read   •  ^■ 
read  the  second  time         •        •        ^      -  & 
laid  on  the  table        -        -        -        '       '  ^ 
considered        -        •        -        -       '       '  \ 
ordered  Id  the  third  reading      -       >       -  «•* 
read  the  third  time,  and  psssiid  -  ^^^ 

amendmento  received        •        •        '       '  ^'. 
concurred  in     -        -        -        -       -      •  T- 
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sAlister,  John,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       •        -        -      41 
a  bill  releasing  to,  or  the  heirs  of  John 
Forbes,   a  certain  tract  of  land,  reported, 
and  read        ......    2OI 

read  the  second  time  -        •        .        .        .    296 

laid  on  the  table 351 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    420 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    422 
cBride,  Robert,  and  Stephen  Kerr,  Mr.  Find- 
lay  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referred         -        -        .        -        .        •US 
the  committee  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Andrew  MitcheU  ...    233 
(See  Miieheli,  Andrew,) 
cCulloch,  Hugh,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  ...    593 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        •        -     617 
reported  without  amendments    ...    720 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     762 

cEwen,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  tari£^  read,  end  referred        •     159 

cFarland,  Elixabeth,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented 

the  petition  of        -        ...        .     147 
the  committee  discharged,  and  leave  given 
to  withdraw  her  papers  ....     206 

cllvaine,  Joseph,  of  New  Jersey,  attended      •        9 

cKnight,  John  M.  8.,  administrator  of  Charles 
McKnight,  Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -        -     275 

cNair,  Alexander,  Mr.  Benton  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred         -        -  483 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    •  522 

read  the  second  time .....  524 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  723 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  737 

amendments  received        ....  773 

agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -  779 

icPherson,  Joseph  8.,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 
the  memorial  of,  praying  a  settlement  of 
accounts,  resd,  and  referred   -        -        -      31 
[ears,  Benjamin,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  duty 
on  iron,  read,  and  referred      ...     141 
[ebane,  John  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to   authorize  the  executors 
of,  to  collect  certain  arrears    ...    482 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....    484 
reported  without  amendments   ...    508 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -     631 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    523 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

supplementary  to  the  above   •        -        .    654 
referred     .----.-     656 
reported  without  amendment     ...     674 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     752 
[een«  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  a  modification  of 
the  tariflf,  read,  and  referred   -        -        -      55 
[elville,  David,  Mr.  D' Wolf  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       ...     101 
report  made,  and  the  committee  discharged    758 
Cemphis.    (See  Road.) 
Urchandise,  statements  showing  the  value  of 

imported,  laid  on  the  table     ...    577 
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Miami.    (See  Road,-^et  Waba$h.) 
Michael,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read      -        -  168 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -  153 
reported  without  amendments   .        .        •  166 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  267 
resd  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        .  258 
Michigan,  notice  of  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act 

in  relation  to  the  government  of    -        -  275 
read  twice,  and  referred          ...  291 
reported  without  amendment  •        •        -  317 
laid  on  the  table        •        -        -        -        -  418 
Military  Academy,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  showing  the  amount  of  expendi- 
tures for  the  -        .....  814 
Military  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed  -  27 

Military  Establishment,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  showing  the  expenditores 

fur  the,  read  --....  141 

Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Reprssenlatives  allowing  further  time 

for  locating    ......  654 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  657 

reported  without  amendment     ...  751 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       •        -        -781 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  787 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
relation  to  Virginia        -        -        -        -721 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  726 

reported  without  amendment     ...  736 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  781 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        .  788 

Military  Road.    (See  Road.) 
Military  Service,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  with  a  statement  of  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  -.-.-.  165 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

making  appropriations  for  the         -        -  297 

read,  and  referred     .....  300 

-  310 

-  316 

-  317 


report  made,  and  debated  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

making  further  appropriations  for  the     -     773 
read  twice,  and  referred    .        .        •*        .    776 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     785 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •     787 

Militia,  the  committee  on  the,  appointed  -        -  27 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to  the,  referred  to  the  above  com- 
mittee - 32 

a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform,  reported,  and 

read 287 

read  the  second  time         ....  296 

considered        ..---.  343 

laid  on  the  table 346 

taken  up,  and  again  laid  on  the  table  -        -  529 

Miller,  Henry,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  compensation  for  services 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  read,  and  re- 
ferred    484 

Miller,  James,  Governor  of  Arkansas.  (See  Ar- 
kansas.) 

Miller,  James  and  Robert,  Mr.  Holmes  presented 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read,  and  referred      ...     1O8 
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Miller,  John,  unci  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  a  revision  of  the 
tariff,  read,  and  referred  -        -        -       79 

MilU,  Elijah,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  -        -      36 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  proposing  an 

amendment  to  the  Constitution  -  -  59 
remarks  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 

Constitution  -        -        -        -        -    410 

on  the  hill  to  secure  the  accountability  of 

public  officers        -        -        -       237,238,340 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    ...    657 

Mims,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentatiTes  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  o( 

read  twice,  and  referred  ...    574 

reported  without  amendment    ...    582 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    747 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    750 

Mint,  report  from  the  Director  of  the       •        -     123 

Mississippi,  Mr.  Williams  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  o(  relative  to  In- 
dian  title  to  lands  in,  read,  and  referred     317 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreeentatiTes 
changing  the  mode  of  snrreying  lands  in 
Arkansas,  and       .....     566 
read,  and  referred     .....     569 
reported  with  amendments    -        -        -        -    561 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    779 
a  bill  to  provide  a  Surveyor  General  for  Lou- 
isiana and,  reported,  and  read        -        -    342 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -    345 
reported  without  amendment    ...    422 
laid  on  the  table        .....    509 

Mississippi  Land  Company,  Mr.  Mills  presented 
the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  oth- 
ers, Directors  of  the  New  England,  read, 

*         and  referred 101 

adverse  report  in  full        ....    234 

considered         - 298 

agreed  to-        -        -        -        .        -        -    306 
a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote,  laid  on  the 
Uble 313 

Mississippi  River.  (See  Ohio  and  Miss.  Rieers.) 
Missouri,  Mr.  Benton  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of,  praying  the  adjustment 
of  land  claims  in,  and  a  duty  on  lead, 

read,  and  referred 47 

a  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in 

Arkansas  and,  reported,  and  read  -  -  120 
read  the  second  time  -  -  -  -  125 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  143 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  •  -  152 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  in  relation  to 

the  Indian  title  to  lands  in,  referred  -  49 
a  bill  providing  for  the  settlement  of  claims 

to  lands  in,  reported,  and  read  -  •  430 
read  the  second  time  ....  446 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  520 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  523 
amendments  received,  and  concurred  in  -  790 
a  bill  to  perfect  certain  locations  in,  reported, 

and  read  .-•••..  162 
read  the  second  time  -        -        -        .167 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     305 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    306 
Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  "  commons*'  near  the  towns  and 

villages  in 429 

agreed  it 430 


Missouri — continued.  Pact, 

the  committee  discharged  >        .        ^       -   ziH 
the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Charles  S. 
Hampstead  and  others,  report  a  bill  te 
alter  the  terms  of  the  district  courts  ia, 
read      -        -        -        .        -        -       -  If; 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -       .Si? 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -       >   i:4 
Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  resolatioa  in  rela- 
tion to  lands  for  schools  in     -        *       •   aiC 
laid  on  the  table        .        •        -        >       •  6.' 
agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -.» 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  establish  an  additional  land  office  ia, 
read  twice,  and  referred  .        .       .  n 

reported   -        -        -        .        -        .-74 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .        .       .  7!5 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .       •   7^ 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  re- 
specting the  validity  of  claims  to  lands  io 
Arkansas,  Ac,  read  twice,  and  refened   7* 
reported  with  amendments  -        .       .   7" 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       •        .       .   7^ 
read  the  third  time  and  paned  -        .       .  TIT 
a  bill  to  extinguish  the  Indian  tide  to  lands 

in,  reported  and  read      -        *        >       .  7ii 
read  the  second  time         .        .        .       .  7tf 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .  -  77. 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  .  71 
a  bill  respecting  the  survey  of  the  aoothem 
and  western  boundary  of,  reported,  and 
read  twice  •  -  -  •  .  .  7?^ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  ..7:4 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .       .  7:^ 

Mitchell,  Andrew,  the  petition  of  Robert  McBndc 
and  Stephen  Kerr,  administrators  of^  read 
and  referred  •        -        -        .        .       .   [li 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported 
and  read        -        -        -         -        -       -  ^ 

read  the  second  time  •        .        m       .  V» 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -       -  3'1 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .       -  S9 

Mitchell,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of  -  •  -  §^* 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  .  .  631 
reported  -  -  -  -  -  .  -  731 
amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  readiag  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  '^ 
an  amendment  to  their  amendment  received 
and  concurred  in   -        •        -        .       -  7$7 

Mobile,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represenuti^cf 
to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  districc 
court  of,  read         -        -         -        .       .    a 
amendments  reported         -        .        .       .  1^ 
considered         -        -        -        .        .       .   l£ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        .       •  142 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .       -   14^ 
amendments  received        -         >        .       .  ^ 
concurred  in     -        -         -         .        .       .  ^' 
notice  of  a  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  con- 
firming claims  to  lots  in         -        *       '  \| 
the  bill  read,  and  referred  -         -        .       .   Sf 
reported  without  amendment     -        .       .  SS 
amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading   ^^' 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .       •  3-' 
a  bill  from   the  House  of  RepresentatiTe<  ^ 
granting  certain  lots  to  the  corporation  of  ^ 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -        '       '  l^^ 
reported  without  amendment     -        .      -  7^- 
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bill  oTdered  to  the  third  reailing  -        •        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
offitt,  John  S.,  a  bill  from  the  Houie  of  Rep- 
resent ativea  for  the  relief  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
reported  with  amendmenUi        ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
oney,  Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  information  in  regard  to,  borrowed 
during  the  late  war        .... 
agreed  to.-         --«-. 
Message  in  reply       -        -        .        .        . 

ontgomery,  John,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read  and  referred     -        .        .141 

ontgomery,  J.  M.  C.,a  bill  from  the  Hoase  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of     >        •    593 
read  twice,  and  referred    .        .        .        .616 
reported  without  amendment     •        -        •721 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     752 
Montgomery,   William  W.,  Mr.  Johnson   pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  that  a 
balance  in  favor  of  Michael  Reynolds  be 
paid  the  memorialist,  read,  and  referred       51 
[ooney,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickeraon  pre- 
sen  ted  the  petition  o^  in  relation  to  duties, 
read,  and  referred  -        .         .        .        •119 
foore,  Alexander.     (See  Alexandria.) 
loore.  A.,  and  others,  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  John- 
son  presented  the  petition  of,    praying 
retrocession  to  Virginia,    read,  and  re- 
ferred   -------    401 

loore,  Alfred,  and  Sterling  Orgain,  Mr.  Kelly 
presented  the  petition  of,  read  and  refer- 
red       •        --..-•     166 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read  -  253 
read  the  second  time  ....  256 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  834 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     337 

loore,  Henry,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  and  referred        ...     308 
loore,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  present- 
ed the  memorial  of,  praying  an  increase 
of  duty  on  iron,  read  and  referred  -     107 

loore,  Pliny,  Mr.  Seymour  peaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  and  referred        ...    582 
loreau,  Celestin,  Mr.  Johnson  presented   the 

petition  of,  read  and  referred  ...  88 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read  -  114 
read  the  second  time  .        .         -         -     116 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  134 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .137 

{organ,  Charles,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read  and  referred     -         -         -       48 
a  motion  to  discharge  the  committee  -     137 

the  committee  discharged  ...     749 

Morgan,  Jonathan,  and  wife.      (See   Venabie, 

Wiiiiam.) 
iorrow,  James,  Mr.  Lowrie  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  place,  on  the  pension  list    -        -     141 
agreed  to,  and  referred      -        -         -         -     147 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         -     518 

tlulford,  Lewis,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  read,  and  referred     113 
kluse^Jaraes  Fort,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  praying  a  grant  of  land,  read, 
and  referred  .         -         -         -        -         -716 


Page. 
Myers,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  J^owrie  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  duties, 
ready  and  referred  ....    308 

N. 

Nantu^et.    (See  Peruacola.) 
Napier,  Rapetye,  and   Bennett,  a  petition  of, 
praying  remission  of  duties  on  certain  su- 
gar, read,  and  referred  -         -        .       83 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  of  Lewis  A.  Pe- 

tray,  and  Just  Viel,  reported,  and  read   -    295 
read  the  second  time        ....    30O 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    352 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •        -    354 
National  Road.    (See  Roads.) 
Naturalization,  a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of,  reported,  and  read       ...     204 
read  the  second  time         ....    206 
recommitted     -        -        .        -        .        .301 
reported  without  amendment    .        .        -     513 
a  bill  in  further  addition  to  the  act  to  estab- 
liah  a  rule  of,  and  to  repeal  all  other  acts 
on  that  subject,  reported,  and  read         >     513 
read  the  second  time         ....    518 

laid  on  the  table 522 

taken  up,  considered,  and  ordered  to  the 

third  reading         .....     770 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    773 

Naval  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed  -  27 
so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  .....  30 
Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
information  at  the  next  session  in  rela* 
tion  to  the  expenses  of  courts  martial,  dec, 
in  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps      -        -     777 

agreed  to 782 

Naval  Establishment,  a  letter  from  the  Navy  De-  ** 

partment,  showing  the  annual  expense 
of  the,  with  information  in  regard  to  a 
Peace  Establishment,  read  ...  160 
Naval  Service,  a  report  from  the  Secretory  of  the 
Navy,  with  a  statement  of  appropria- 
tions and  expenditures  fox  the,  read,  and 

referred 286 

the  committee  discharged  ....    736 

Navarre,  Fran9ois,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  sun- 
dry documents  in  support  of  the  claim  of, 
read,  and  referred  -        -        -        -    316 

Navy,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of,  transmit- 
ting  a  statement  of  contracts  made  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the    ...        -     252 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the,  read,  and 
referred  ......     423 

reported,  with  amendments        ...     480 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    481 

disagreement  of  the  House        ...    482 
the  Senate  insists  on  the  amendments        -    484 
a  committee  of  conference  appointed         -    602 
their  report  agreed  to        -        -        -        -     578 

Navy  Hospitals,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  the  fund  for        -        .161 

agreed  to 166 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  establish,  re- 

ported,  and  read    -        .        .         -        .    520 
documents  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 

in  relation  to  the  bill  laid  on  the  table    -    520 
the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -        -     722 
Navy  Pensions.     (??co  Pensions.) 
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Navy  Regtater,  a  letter  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment transmitting  oopiea  of  the,  for  the 
Qpe  of  the  Senate  -        •        -        -        -     161 
New  Haven,  Mr.  Edwarda  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of, 
against  the  tariift  read  and  referred        -    63S 
Newport,  Mr.  D' Wolf  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Mer- 
chants' Bank  of,  read  and  referred  -      49 
a  report  made  .-••.-     184 
recommitted  with  inatmetiona  .        •        .     ISO 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  memorialiata,  re-    . 
ported  and  read    .....    131 

read  the  aecond  time         ....     142 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -     153 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -        -     163 

Newspapera,  a  resolution  directing  a  supply  of, 

passed  ------       12 

New  York,  Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  relation  to 

the  Uriff,  read 231 

referred 242 

a  preamble  and  resolationa  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of,  relative  to  losses  sustained  by 
persons  residing  on  or  near  Niagara  river, 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table  ...  318 
Nimmo,  William  T.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read  and 
referred  -.-.--     678 

reporied  without  amendment  ...  592 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  •  -  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     750 

Noble,  James,  of  Indiana,  attended  -        >        -        9 
remarks  of,  on  Indiana  lands     ...     325 
on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion      .......    373 

on  the  tariff 729 

North  Carolina,  Mr.  Branch  presented  a  memo- 
rial from  the  State  of,  in  relation  to  claims 
to  Tennessee  lands,  read  and  referred    •    315 

O. 

O'Brien,  Richard,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  praying  a  settlement  of  ac- 
counts, read  and  referred        -        -        -36 

adverse  report  made          •        -        .        -  125 

agreed  to •.  130 

Ofikers  of  the  Customs,  Mr.  Ji>hnson  submitted 
a  resolution  to  revise  the  act  in  relation 

to  the  compensation  of  -        -        -        -  91 

agn^eed  to  ......97 

committee  discharged        .        .        .        «  757 
a  report  from  tb^  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury 
showing  the  emoluments,  &c.,  of  certain  351 
Officers  of  the  two  Houses,  a  bill  to  revive  the 
act  6xing  the  compensation   of,   intro- 
duced, and  read  twice    -        •        -        .  89 
postponed         ......  i03 

amended  and  referred        -        -        -        -  1 1 1 

reported  with  amendments        ...  140 

laid  on  the  table 151 

considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  209 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        .  231 
Officers  of  the  Senate,  Mr.   Eaton  submitted  a 

resolution  respecting  the  election  of      *  •  64 

modified  and  postponed    -        -        •        -  75 

debated 78 

postponed         ......  81 

laid  on  the  table 85 
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Officers  of  the  Senate — continued.  P^, 

Mr.  Hayne  submitted  a  resolution  respsetr 
ing  the  election  of         -     *   •        -       • 

amended  and  referred        .... 

report  made      ...... 

agreed  to  ...... 

Ogden,  Thomas  L.,  a  bfll  from  the  Hooae  oi 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred    .... 

reported  without  amendment    > 

the  third  reading  refused  -        .        >      . 

Oglethorpe  County,  Georgia,  Kr.  Elliott  pre- 

sented   a   preamble    and    lesolntioo  oC 

against  an  increase  of  duties,  read,  and 

referred  -...., 

Ohio,  Mr.  Brown  presented  a  memorial  of  ibe 
Legislature  of,  relative  to  the  sale  of  school 
lands,  referred        ..... 

Mr.  Brown  presented  a  resolotion  of^  re- 
specting protection  to  American  mano- 
factures,  read,  and  referred    - 

Mr.  B.  presented  a  resolution  oC  respectioi 
the  location  of  school  lands,  read,  sad 
referred         --.... 

Mr.  B.  presented  a  resolotion  of,  in  relation 
to  the  abolition  of  slavery,  read,  and  laid 
on  the  table  ...... 

a  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  (he  drcoit 
and  district  courts,  reported  and  read 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred     > 

reported  without  amendment     -        -       . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  re- 
specting  three  tracts  of  land  in  Tuscartwi* 
county  in,  read  twice,  and  refenred 

reported  without  amendment     - 

ordered  (o  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivera,  a  bill  from  the  HotiM 
of  Representatives  to  improve  the  ntTJ. 
gatton  of  the  ..... 

read  twice,  and  referred     .        .        .       • 
reported  without  amendment    - 
conaidered        ...... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  - 

Old,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre«enUtI 
the  petition  of,  praying  an  increase  of 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred 
Oliver,  Ebenezer.   (See  MUsUnppi  Land  Com' 

pony,) 
Ore,  Jamca,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition  of. 
read,  and  referred .        .        -        .       - 
a  motion  to  discharge  the  committee,  laiJ 

on  ihe  table  ..... 
considered,  and  agreed  to  -        • 

Orgain,  Sterling.     (See  Moore,  Alfred.) 
Orrery^    (See  I'kmetarium.) 
Oaage  Indians,  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen 
tatives  to  provide  an  agent  for  the  - 
read  the  first  time     .        .        .       • 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Ottremare,  J.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreseD 
tatives  for  the  relief  of - 
read  twice,  and  referred    - 
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tremare*  J.— continacd.  Pftg*- 

bill  reported  with  mmendmenti  .        -        -  709 

(Hrdered  to  the  third  reeding      ...  749 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        •  752 
disagreement  of  the  House  to  then*  amend « 

ments  -------  766 

the  Senate  recede  therefrom      ...  768 


P. 
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dmer,  William  A^  of  Vermont,  attended 
irent,  Charles,  a  petition  of  C  Parent  in  be- 
half of  the  heirs  o(  read,  and  referred    -      83 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  oX;  reported, 

and  read  -----*-  147 
read  the  second  time  -  •  -  •  161 
laid  on  the  Uble 264 

irrott,  John  F.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended  •        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops 
of  war 138 

issau,  George  de,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  confirmation  to  a  tract 
of  lund,  read,  and  referred    -        -        -      42 
adverse  report  made  ....      96 

agreed  to  -        -        -        -        -        -        -     102 

stent  Office,  a  bill  relative  to  the,  reported,  and 

read      -        .       ' 608 

read  the  second  time         ....    518 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...     722 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -     737 
atterson,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     119 

aulas,  Barbara,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  446 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  449 
reported  without  amendments  ...  284 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  .  .'  620 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  623 

sabody,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  relative  to  French  spo- 
liations, read,  and  referred     ...     108 

earce,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  relative  to  French  spo* 
.liations,  read,  and  referred     ...     108 

ennock,  Abrjham,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   287 

ennsylvania,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  several 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  respect* 
ing  the  tariff,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  207 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  against  the  bill  imposing 
duty  on  auction  sales,  read,  and  laid  on 

the  Uble 401 

a  letter  from  the  Governor  of,  with  a  reso- 
lution approving  the  declai;ation  of  the 
President  in  f^vor  of  liberty  on  the  West- 
em  Hemisphere,  read,  and  laid  on  the 

Uble 481 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

alter  the  judicial  districts  of  -  -  -  570 
read  twice,  and  referred  .  •  .  •  573 
reported  with  amendmenU  ...  692 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  779 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     787 

^CDsacola,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution 

respecting  a  navat  depot  at  or  near  -  336 
agreed  to 339 


Pensaeola — continued.  Page 

the  committee  report  a  bill  respecting  the 

Florida  coast          -        •        •        -        -  716 
(See  Florida,) 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
allow  a  salary  to  the  Collector  of  Nan- 
tucket and,  and  to  abolish  the  office  of 

Surveyor  at  --*----  773 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  776 

reported    -----.-  782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  799 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  789 

Pensions,  the  Committee  on,  appointed    -        -  27 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
extending  the  term  of  half  pay,  to  widows 
and  children  of  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, read  twice,  and  referred        -        -  66 
reported  with  amendmenU         -        -        •  89 
considered         •--...  108 
postponed         ......  107 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -111 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -112 
Mr.  Parrott  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to,  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of 

persons  slain  in  the  private-armed  vesseb  114 

agreed  to -        -116 

a  bill  extending,  to  persons  disabled  in,  and 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  slain  in, 
private-armed  veasels,  reported,  and  read  162 
the  report  in  full       .....  162 
the  bill  read  the  third  time        ...  167 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  264 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  266 
amendmenU  received,  and  concurred  in      -  448 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  con- 
cerning invalid      .....  127 

read  the  first  time 129 

.  133 

-  613 

-  622 


read  the  second  time,  and  referred     - 

reported  with  amendmenU        ... 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 

taken  up,  amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third 
reading  -        -        -        - .       - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •        • 

the  HouFe  agrees  to  some  and  disagrees  to 
other  amendmenU  .... 

the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendmenU 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
extend  the  term  of  certain,  read  twice» 
and  referred  ------ 

reported  without  amendments   ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        - 
Pensioners,  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  resolution 
respecting  the  names  and  amounU  re- 
ceived by  all  - 

laid  on  the  tabje        ..... 

agreed  to- 
Perkins,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Holmes  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations,  read,  and  referred 

Perley,  Frederick,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep* 
reseutatives  for  the  relief  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred  .  -  .  . 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Persico,  O.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 
memorial  of,  in  relation  to  the  tariff,  read, 
and  referred  ------ 
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Peters,  Samuel,  Mr.  Lanmsn  preeented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -        -        -101 
the  committee  discharged  -        •        .        -     328 
Petersburg  and  Richmond.     (See  Ve»$els») 
Petray,  Lewb  A.,  and  Just  Viel,  Mr.  Hayne  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  the  remis- 
sion of  certain  duties,  read,  and  referred      42 
(See  Napier,  &c.) 
Peyster,  Frederick  de,  and  Co.,  Mr.  Van  Buren 

presented  the  petition  of,  read  and  referred  108 
Philadelphia,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  a  number  of  citizens  of,  praying  a 
revision  of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred  -  41 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Synod  of,  respecting  the  civilization  of  the 
Indians,  read  .....      47 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of,  in  relation  to 
bankruptcy,  read,  and  referred        -        -      83 
a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of,  in  relation  to  an  artificial  harbor  near 
the  Cape$,  read,  and  referred       •   -        -     113 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        .        -    775 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  against  additional 
duties  on  imports,  read,  and  referred       -    308 

Phipps,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  a  revision 
of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred        -        -     113 

Piatt,  John  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of,  read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        .  674 

reported  without  amendment    ...  726 

laid  on  the  table 749 

taken  up,  and  again  laid  on  the  table        -  759 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  768 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •  773 

Planetarium,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition 
of  Nathaniel  Potter,  and  others,  soliciting 
encouragement  for  a  new,  invented  by 
Thomas  Newell,  read,  and  referred        -    448 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  petition 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War    -        -     624 
Plymouth  Beach.     (See  Presque  bie.) 
Point  Coupee,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives granting  land  to  the  inhabi- 

tantoof 773 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        -        .     776 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...     786 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -     788 
Portugal,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing on   the  President  for  information  re- 
specting commercial  relatione  with        -     508 

considered -    515 

agreed  to 618 

a  message  in  reply    ....        -     721 
Ports  of  Delivery,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives   to   establish   Bowdoinham, 
Troy,  Hudson,  and  Fairport,    as,   read 
twice,  and  referred        ....    777 

reported 782 

postponed  indefinitely        ....     786 

Portsmouth,  Mr.  Parrott  preaented  a  memorial 
from   the   merchants  of,  in   relation   to 
French  spoliations,  read,  and  referred     •     111 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  the  Committee  od» 

appointed      ......       27 

discharged 786 


Poatmasten,  Mr.  Knight  anbmitted  a  resolotioa 
for  additional  compensation  to,  forstaffip> 
ing  ship  letters,  read      .... 

agreed  to  ...... 

Post  Roads,  a  report  from  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral with  a  list  of  unprodactlve.read,  sad 
referred         -.--.. 
Mr.  Johnson   submitted  a  resolution  for  1 
post  road  from  Baton  Rooge  to  Opckm- 


Nt 


SI 


SIS 
laid  on  the  table        -         -         ...  31* 
Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  in  re- 
gard *to  the  nearest  post  route  betwsea 
New  Orleans  and  Washington      -       -  S^> 
agreed  to  ......i:;} 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
discontinue    certain,    and    to    establish 
others   -        -        -        -        -..7£S 

read  twice,  and  referred    .... 

postponed  indefinitely        .... 

Potter,  Israel  R.,  Mr.  Knight  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       ... 
the  committee  discharged  .... 

Potts,  David,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying^  additional  duties 
on  iron  and  steel,  read,  and  referred  -  1$^ 
Potts,  Samuel,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  praying  additional  duty  on 
iron,  read,  and  referred  ... 

Pre-emption,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reflresent- 
atives  granting,  to  all  counties  or  psrishes 
in  which  public  lands  are  situated  - 

read  twice,  and  referred    .... 

reported  without  amendment    - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativei 
granting,  to  settlers  in  the  districts  of  St 
Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse   - 

read  twice,  and  referred    ... 

reported  without  amendment    " 

postponed  indefinitely       ... 

a  biU  from  the  House  of  Reprssentatives 
concerning,  in  Arkansas 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        . 

reported    -•.*.. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

President  of  the  United  States,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inform  the,  of  the  organia 
tion  of  the  Senate        ... 
the  Annual  Message  of  the        -        - 

President  and  Vice  President,  Mr.  Eaton  submit 
ted  a  resolution  to  amend  the  act  relatire 
to  the  election  of  - 

agreed  to  ..... 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  respecting  the 
election  of,  reported,  and  read  twice 

considered         ...      509,  514, 518 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
President  of  the  Senate,  the  attendance  of  the 

deciinea  further  attendance  during  the 
session  ..-..- 

John  Uaillard  elected,  pro  tempore   - 
Presque  Isle,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  deepening  the  channel  oi,  aod 
repairing  Plymouth  Beach    — 
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bill  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasted  - 
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744 
758 
782 
788 


*riee,  Chandler,  and  othem,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred      36 

'ritchard,  John,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti> 

tion  of,  referred 126 

adverse  report  made 162 

agreed  to-        •        -        -        -        -        -     166 
Private  Bills.    (See  Rules.) 
'rout,  Holden  W.,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       ...     255 
the  committee  discharged  ...        -     295 

*ublic  Buildings,  a  message  from  the  President 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of,  read,  and  referred    -        -        •      49 

^ublic  Debt,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  respecting  interest  on  the        -      25 

^ublic  Lands,  the  committee  on  appointed        -      27 
discharged         --.--•     789 
(See  Lands.) 

Public  Money,  a  bill  to  provide  better  aecarity 
for,  in  the  hands  of  marshals,  clerks,  and 

attorneys,  reported,  and  read  •        -        -  160 
read  the  second  time          -        •        -        -167 

recommitted      • 291 

reported  with  amendments        ...  305 

considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  354 

read  the  third  thne,  and  passed  -        -         -  375 

Public  Officers,  Mr.  Holmes  gave  notice  of  a  bill 

to  secure  the  accountability  of        -        -  81 

the  bill  read,  and  referred  -        -        •        -  82 
reported  with  amendments        -        -         -141 

postponed -  151 

considered         .-.---  286 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  241 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  242 

Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  Mr.  King  submitted 
a  resolution  for  the  eitension  of  provi- 
sions for  the  relief  of      -        •        •        -  84 

agreed  to 90 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of 

debt  due  by,  reported,  and  read       -        -  287 

read  the  second  time         ....  288 

laid  on  the  table 337 

considered        -        -        -        -        -     471,  474 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  475 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -        -  482 

amendments  received         ...         -  737 

concurred  in 747 

a  bill  explanatory  o(  the  act  reported,  and 

read  twice      -        ...        ^         -  773 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  778 

read  the  third  time,  and  parsed          -        -  779 

Parsers  and  Navy  Agents,  Mr.  Williama  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  calling  for  a  lisA  of  the 
names  of,  who  are  in  arrears  -        •        -     120 
agreed  to  -        -        -                .        ,        -     126 
report  in  reply,  read *42 

Q. 
Quapaw  Indians.    {See  Arkansas.) 
Quinby,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickeraon  pre> 
sented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred 

R. 

Rapelye.     (See  Ndpier.) 
18th  Con.  1st  Sess.-^C 
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Rawle,  W.,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition 
of,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  read,  and  laid  on 
the  table 375 

Rawlings,  Rexin,  and  John  Locke,  executors  of 
Daniel   Rawlings,  Mr.   Eaton   presented 

the  memorial  of,  read,  and  referred          -  76 

adverse  report  made 132 

postponed         .-.-..  139 

laid  on  the  table 142 

recommitted     ......  329 

another  report  made  .....  532 

concurred  in     -        •        -        -        •        •  658 

Read,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  addi- 
tional duty  on  foreign  iron,  read,  and  re- 
ferred    124 

Registers  of  Wills,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives to  regulate  the  fees  of,  in 

the  DisUict  of  Columbia         ...  737 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        .        .  744 

reported  without  amendment    ...  748 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  78O 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  787 

Revenue  and  Finances,  so  much  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  as  relates  to  the,  referred       88 

Revolutionary  Pensioners,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  with  a  statement  of  the 
number  of,  in  each  State,  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed        -        -        -        -       11 

Reynolds,  Michael.     (See  Montgomerv,   W^ 

Ham  W.) 
Richard:$on,  Landie,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of       -        -  698 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -  616 

reported  without  amendment    ...  675 

laid  on  the  Uble 748 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  752 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •  761 

Riddick,  Thorn ss  F.,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the 

petition  ot,  read,  and  referred          -        -  109 
documents  relating  to  the  claim  of,  referred  125 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -  162 
read  the  second  time         ....  167 
laid  on  the  table        .....  275 
leave  given  to  withdraw  his  papers    -        -  738 
Riker,  R.,  and  others,  aliens,  Mr.  Van  Bupen 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     888 

Riley,  Justice,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  in  relation  to  French  spotiar 
tions,  read,  and  referred  ...  108 
Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  concerning 
land  situated  between   the,  read  twice, 

and  referred -     781 

reported  .------     782 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     785 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     788 

Ripka,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  praying  a  modification 
of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred      -        -    233 
Rist,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of      -        -        -    583 
read  twice,  and  referred    .        -        -        -     593 
reported  without  amendment    .        -        -    747 
postponed  indefinitely       .        .        •        .    750 
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Roads,  Mr.  Johnson  lubmiUed  a  reaolution  call- 
ing for  information  as  to  the  condition  of 
the  national  road  at  Maditonville  0-54 
agreed  to  ------56 

report  in  reply,  read,  and  referred      -        •  107 
Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  resolution  for  open- 
ing a  road  through  C9lumbus,  Indiana- 
polis, dtc.      ......  80 

read  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -        •  85 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to   make  one  from   Memphis   to   Little 

Rock,  read  twice,  and  referred        -        -  92 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  114 

laid  on  the  Uble 118 

considered        ......  1S9 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  130 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -137 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  opening  certain,  in  Florida,  read      -  87 

considered 291 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  294 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          •        -  296 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  respect- 
ing a  militsry  road  from  Fort  St.  Philip 
to  the  English  Turn,  read      •        -        -111 
a  bill  to  aathorize  said  road,  reported  and 

read      --.--.-  137 

read  the  second  time         ....  142 

debated -  152 

laid  on  the  table 153 

considered 208, 253 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  254 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  266 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  make  a  road  from  a  point  near  Miami 

to  Detroit 769 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  772 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  786 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  788 

Roads  and  Canals,  Mr.  Brown  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  appoint  a  select  committee  on  20 
emended  snd  agreed  to    -        -        .        -  29 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

provide  surveys,  dec,  for,  read        -        -  242 

read  the  second  time          ....  253 

referred     .......  253 

reported  without  amendment  ...  336 
considered         -        -        .      419, 584, 558, 566 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  509 

read  the  third  time,  and  psssed  ...  570 

Robbins,  Brintnel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives fur  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  -        -  '      -        -        -        -56 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  95 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  102 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  1 10 

Robinson,  General  Thomas,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  T.  Robinson  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  other  children  of, 

read,  and  referred 447 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported, 

and  read  twice 766 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed ...  779 
Roderick,  Anthony.     (See  Goldsmith,  AtorritJ) 
Roddy,  James,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  heirs  oft  read,  and  referred    -  316 
the  committee  discharged  ...         -  757 
Ross,  John.    (See  Cherokee  Indians.) 


Rotch,  William,  and  others*  Mr.  Mills  presented 

the  memorial  of,  read,  and  referred 
Rowland,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickenoope- 
sented  the  memorial  oU  read,  and  it- 
ferred    --.•.-- 
Rowland,  M.,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickersoa  pra- 
sented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
Rucker,  Elliott,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of       -        -       - 
read  twice,  and  referred     .        .        .       . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .       . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •       - 
Raggles,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  settling  cUimi  • 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordsfe 
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514,  659 


Rules,  Mr.  King  submitted  a  reeolatioa  for  a 
rule  respecting  the  duties  of  the  presidiag 
officer   ....        .        .       - 

agreed  (0-        -        -        .         •        >- 

the  announcement  of  new,  by  the  presiding 
officer  -        -        -        -        .        -       . 

Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  for  s 
ntfw  rule  respecting  the  jeas  and  nays, 
read      ---.... 

read  the  second  time         .        .        .       . 

laid  on  the  table        .        -         .        .       . 

a  rule  in  relation  to  private  bills,  adopted  - 
Rush,  John,  and  Samuel  Conway,  Mr.  fiartoo 
presented  the  memorial  ot^  read,  and  re- 
ferred   ....         -        .       . 

the  committee  discharged  .        .        .       - 

Russell,  Isaac,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  read,  and  referred 

Rustell,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  the  memorial  of,  read,  an  J  re- 
ferred   ....... 

S. 

Scott,  Alexander,  Mr.  Ruggles  preeented  the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    • 
read  the  second  time  .        .        .       . 

« 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Seacy,  Robert,  Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution 

respecting  the  accounts  of     -        .       - 

considered,  and  laid  on  the  table 

Seamen,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Sute 

transmitting  the  returns  by  collectors  of 

American,  read 

(See  Pensions.) 
Seminole  War,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  es 
gaged  in  the,  reported,  and  read    - 
laid  on  the  table       .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
amendments  received        ... 
concurred  in     -        -        -        -        • 
Senate  Officers.    (See  Officers  of  the  SenaU^) 
Senators,  a  list  of,  in  attendance  at  the  openiof 
of  the  session         ..... 
Seymour,  Horatio,  of  Vermont,  attended  - 
Shakers,  Mr.   Van  Buren  presented  the  memo* 
rial  of  the  United  Society  called,  read, 
and  referred  -        -        -        -        .       - 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  memo- 
rial laid  on  the  table      -     ^  - 
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w,  Robert^  Mr.  Johnson  presented  docamenta 
in  support  of  the  claim  of,  read,  and  re- 
^ferred   -----.-79 

Sharplesy  Abram,  and  others,    Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  the  memorial  of,  praying  addi- 
tional  duty  on  foreign  iron,  read,  and 
referred         ......     108 

Sliielda,   Thomas,  Mr.  Johnson   presented  the 

memorial  of,  read,  and  referred       -        -      61 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -    448 
read  the  second  time  ....    452 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        •        -    621 
r«ad  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    623 

Sibley,  Solomon,  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of  ...  593 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  >  .617 
reported  without  amendment  ...  663 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        .    760 

Sinking  Fund,  Mr.  Smith  submitted  a  resolution 
calling  for  information  as  to  the  amount 
due  the  Commissioners  of  the        -        -       61 
considered,  and  agreed  to  •        -        -        -62 
a  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the,  read  107, 233 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  au- 
thorizing the   CommissioDers  of  the,  to 
purchase  seven  per  cent,  stock,  read  twice, 

and  referred 120 

reported  with  amendments,  and  passed      -     126 
Skinner,  L  L.,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -        -        -      31 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -    363 
read  the  second  time  ....    276 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     518 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     520 

Slater,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Knight  present- 
ed the  memorial  of,  praying  a  revision  of 
the  tariff,  read,  and  referred    -        -        -       88 
the  memorial  ordered  to  be  printed     -        -     102 
Sleeper,  Nehemiah,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  read,  and  referred     161 
Slocum,  Holden,  Mr.  Mills  presented  the  peti- 
tionof,  respecting  French  spoliations,  read, 

and  referred 314 

Sloops  of  War,  Mr.  Parrott  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion for  building  additional    -        -        -       37 
read,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -        -      43 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of  additional, 

reported,  and  read  twice  -  -  -  1 13 
considered  -  -  -  138,  148,  210, 231 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  233 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  234 
Slougfa,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  the  relief  of  -  •  •  -  617 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  663 
reported  without  amendment  ...  674 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -    762 

Smith,  Calvin,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred      ...     120 
the  committee  discharged  ....    233 
Smith,  Daniel,  President  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Insurance  Company,  Mr.  Lowrte  present- 
ed a  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations,  read,  and  referred         •        -      60 
Smith,  Frederic  W.,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented 
the  petition  of,  stating  inability  to  settle 
accounts,  read,  and  referred    ...      29 


Smith,  Frederic  W.--con tinned.  Page. 

adverse  report  made 75 

considered,  and  concurred  in    -        -        -  86 
Smith,  Isaac  A.,  and  others,  Mr.  Johnson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  pre-emp- 
tion right  to  certain  settlers,  read,  and 

referred          ......  51 

the  committee  discharged  ....  137 

Smith,  Colonel  John,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a 
resolution  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims 

of 669 

agreed  to 573 

Smith,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of      ...  582 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  593 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  715 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  752 
Smith,  Moses,  leave  given,  to  withdraw  his  peti- 
tion         268 

Smith,  Noah,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  petition 
of  Comfort  Smith,  wife  of,  praying  a  pen- 
sion for  her  husband,  read,  and  referred  -  47 
a  bill  granting  a  pension  to,  reported,  and 

read 352 

read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  the 

third  reading          .....  354 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  375 
amendments  received         ....  354 
concurred  in-        -        -        -        -        .666 
Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  attended      .        .  9 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Barbour's  resolution  in 
relation  to  the  claims  of  Virginia  for  cer- 
tain advances         -        .        -        .         33,  36 
on  the  Tariff  bill        -        -        -  66,  612, 661,738 
speech  of,  on  the  same       ....  738 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Gilbert 90, 91 

on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war      139,  149 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ....  224 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accoun- 

tabiKty  of  public  officers         ...  239 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordage  247 
on  the  bill  for  the  supply  of  cannon,  dec.    -  329 
on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion         362,394 

speech  of,  on  the  same      ....  394 

South  Carolina,  Mr.  Hayno  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion calling  for  information  in  relation  to 
the  arms  furnished  by, to  the  United  States 

during  the  late  war        ....  528 

agreed  to-        -        -        -        .        -        -  633 

report  in  reply,  read,  and  referred      -        -  669 

the  committee  discharged  ....  776 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

alter  the  times  of  holding  the  Courts  in  -  766 

read,  and  referred      .....  768 

reported  without  amendment     ...  768 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  774 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  779 

Spain,  Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting relations  with,  read  ...  91 
agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -96 

an  amendatory  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the 
ninth  article  of  tbe  treaty  with,  reported, 

read  twice,  and  referred          ...  629 

reported  without  amendments   -        -        -  716 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .        •  771 

road  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  773 
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Spalding.    (Sm  Fry,) 

Sprigff»  Ann,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petitioo 
of  Israel  Canby,  executor  of,  read  and  re- 
ferred   -----..31 
Standing  Committees,  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a 

resolution  to  appoint  the        -        -        .      24 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table         -        -        -      25 
committees  appointed        ~        -        -        -      27 
Staniford,  Thomas,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and,  and  referred  -  -  141 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read  306 
read  the  second  time  ....  307 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  420 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  422 
amendments  received         ....     657 

concurred  in 675 

leave  given  to  withdraw  his  papers    -        •     702 
8t.  Anne,  the  church  of.     (8ee  Detroit) 
Staughton,  Reverend  Doctor,  elected  Chaplain       30 
8t  Augustine,  the  bay  of.    (See  St,  John's 

river.) 
St.  Charles,  Missouri,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  corporation  of,  respecting 
lots  in,  referred      .....    S22 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands    342 
the  committee  report  a  bill  supplementary, 
making  further  provisions  respecting  lands 
in  Missouri    ....*.    430 
(See  Missouri.) 
Steams,  John.     (See  BartleU,  WiUiam.) 
Stedman,  William,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred    ...     520 

Stetson,  Amasa,  Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred       -        .        .        .77 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -  132 

read  the  second  time         .        -        .        -  138 

the  documents  ordered  to  be  printed  -        -  143 

the  bill  laid  on  the  table    ....  257 

recommitted     ......  266 

reported  with  amendments         ...  290 

considered        - 335 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  333 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  339 

amendments  received        ....  357 

concurred  in     -        >        -        .        -        .  675 
leave  given  the  petitioner  to  withdraw  oer* 

tain  papers    ......  391 

Stevenson,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  against 
additional  duty  on  uUow,  road,  and  re- 
ferred   •        -.....    204 

St  Helena  Courthouse,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted 
a  resolution  calling  for  information  re- 
specting the  official  duties  of  the  register 

and  receiver  at 42 

agreed  to-  -  -  -  .  .  -48 
report  in  reply,  read,  and  referred  .  .  50 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for 
the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  dis- 
tricts of  Jackson  and,  reported,  and  read  97b 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  287 
reported  with  amendments  ...  300 
laid  on  the  table        .....    354 

considered 419,  447 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading    474 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    474 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in      -    781 
(See  Prt-smption*) 
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Stiles,  John  S.,  executor  of  George  Stiks,  ITr. 
Smith  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referred         ..... 

adverse  report  made  .... 

laid  on  the  table        .... 

referred  to  the  SecreUry  of  the  Navy 

report  from  the  Secretary,  read  - 
St.  John's  River,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  open  a  canal  to  anite  the 
bay  of  St.  Augustine  with 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment     - 

postponed  indefinitely        .... 

St.  Mary[s  and  Patozent  Rivers,  Mr.  Smith  sab- 
mitted  a  resolution  respecting  fortifica- 
tions on         --.... 
agreed  to-        -        .         -         .        .. 
report  in  reply  ...         ... 

Stock,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
for  the  creation  of,  for  the  Commissionen 
under  the  treaty  with  Spain 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported,  without  amendments  ... 

considered         ...         ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  ts 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea5Uiy 
to  exchange  certain,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred   --.-..- 

reported  ...         -        .       - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
authorize  the  purchase  of  seven  per  cent, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ... 

reported,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed    - 

Stone,  Banister,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
laid  on  the  table        -        .        .        .       . 
Stone,  William  D.,  Mr.  King  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred    - 

Stone,  Dorothy.    (See  Easten^  SaraJL) 
Storer,    Woodbury,    and    others*   Mr.   Holmes 
presented  the  petition  o^  read,  and  re- 
ferred   -        -        -     '  -        .       .       .   les 
Strain,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repi«- 
sentatives  for  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        .        .        . 
reported  without  amendment    ... 
laid  on  the  table        ..... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Sumter,  Mr.   Hayne  presented  the  petition  of 
the  dtitens   of,  praying  against  an  ia 
crease  of  duties,  read,  and  refened 
Supreme  Court,  a  bill  further  to  regulate  the,  re- 
ported, and  read    ..... 

read  the  second  time         .... 

laid  on  the  Ubie        -        .        .        .    428, 6@d 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  times  of  holding  the  sesaioDs  of 
the,  read  twice,  and  referred  .        .       - 

a  bill  providing  for  holding  two  terms  of  the, 
annually,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and 
in  relation  to  the  Judgeeof  the,  r^Mntcd, 
and  read        ...... 

read  the  seeond  time,  and  reoommitted 
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irveyor  General,  Mr.  Barton  tabmitted  a  reeo- 
lution  in  relation  to  a  contract  made  by 
the,  of  Ulinoie,  Missouii,  and  Arkansas 

agreed  to  •        .        .        .        • 

report  in  reply  read,  and  referred 

a  bill  to  provide  a,  for  Louisiana,  and  one 
for  Mississippi,  reported,  and  read  - 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    - 

laid  on  the  table        .... 

a  bill  to  provide  a,  for  Arkansas,  reported 
and  read        .        .        .        .        « 

read  the  second  time  •   -     • 

a  letter  from   the  Governor  of   Arkansas 
showing  the  necessity  of  a,  read,  and  re 
ferred    -*.-.. 

the  bill  postponed  indefinitely    • 
isquehannah  river.     (See  AUeghany  riverJ) 
itton,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Noble  present 
ed  the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  the  na 
turalization  laws,  read,  and  referred 
rkes,  Joseph,  Mr.  Mclivaine  presented  the  pe 

tition  of,  read,  and  referred    • 
flvester,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  issuing  letters  patent 
to,  read  twice,  and  referred     ... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

T. 

albot,  Isham,  of  Kentucky,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  a  bill  to  amend  an  ordinance 

of  Alabama 340 

on  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  for  settling 

claims 476 

on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordage     600 
on  the  bill  further  to  amend  the  Judiciary 
system  ......    575 

speech  of,  on  the  Tsriff  bill        -        -        -    601 
anner's  American  Atlas,  Mr.  Lowrie  submitted 

a  joint  resolution  for  the  purchase  of,  read     751 
read  the  second  time  ....     766 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -     771 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    773 
ansy,  Eleanor,  Mr.  Byton  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred     -         >        -      29 
the  committee  discharged  ...    289 

*arascon,  Lewis  A.,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred         -        -    295 
the  committee  discharged  ...     573 

'ariif,  petitions  praying  a  revision  of  the,  read, 

and  referred  -        -        -       113,  119,  206,  233 
petitions  against  an  increase  of,  read,  and 
referred  -        .        -       316,317,375,422 

(See  Duties,) 
'ate,  David,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred     ....    508 

'aylor,  John,  of  jTirginia,  attended  .        -        -    231 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback 
on  cordage    ....--     250 

on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion      -        -        -        •        -        -     386,  406 
on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  claims        -  472, 

476, 480 
speech  of;  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 
and  canals    .-----    668 

remarks  o^  on  the  Tariff  bill     -        -     600,  669 
speech  oft  on  the  aaiae      ...»    676 


Page. 
Taylor,  Walter,  of  Indiana,  attended  .  .  9 
Ten  Eyck,  Conrad,  Mr.  Van  Buren  presented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -        -     147 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tione      256 

Thomas,  Jesse  B.,  of  Illinois,  attended      -        -        9 
Thomas,  James,  Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -        -    313 

the  committee  discharged  ...    504 

Thomas,  John,  dt  Co.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representetives  for  the  relief  of,  read,  and 

referred 674 

reported  without  amendment  ...  692 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    760 

Thomas,  Martin,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
aented  the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  teri^  read,  and  referred     .      36 
Thoofl,  Bernard,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentetives to  authorize  the  issue  of  a 
certain  debenture  to,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred   ----..•    574 
reported  without  amendment    ...    577 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    744 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .    760 

Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  a  reinstatement  of 
his  salary  as  Superintendent  of  the  Pat- 
ent Office,  read,  and  referred  -        -     231 
a  bill  relative  to  the  salary  of  the  Superin- 
tendent, reported,  and  read    ...    508 
read  the  second  time         -        -        .        -    618 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    722 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    737 
Tilghman,  William,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  retierred         -        -     376 
Titles  to  Lands,  Mr.  Barton  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  incomplete    -        -        .      30 
read,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -        -      26 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  a  Message  from  the  Pres- 
ident respecting  the  accounte  of,  read    -      26 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  39 
reported  without  amendment  -  «  -  47 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  49 
attendance  of,  in  the  Senate  -  •  -  127 
another  Message  from  the  President  re- 
specting the  accounte  of,  read,  and  laid 

on  the  toble 427 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representetives 
for  the  payment  of  the  claims  of|  read 
twice,  and  referred         ....    772 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -    776 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -    -        -        -    788 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    788 

declines  further  attend'ce  during  the  session      766 

Tonnage  and  Importe,  report  firom  the  Secretaiy 

of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  duties  on  -      25 
(See  Duiiee.) 
Topp,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of      -        -        -    617 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -    668 
reported  without  amendment    .        -        -    726 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          .        -        -    749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -    762 
Traders,  doeumente  in  relation  to  acta  of  hos- 
tility towards  American,  by  the  Indians, 
laid  on  the  table ^77 
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Treaties  with  Indians.    (See  Indian  Treaiiee.) 
Treaty  of  Ghent.     (See  Fur  Trade.) 
Treasury  Claims,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

showing  payments  of  miscellaneous       -    290 
Treasury  Reports,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  res- 
olution for  the  reprint  of        -        -        •    276 
agreed  to,  and  referred      ....    287 
the  committee  discharged  ...    757 

Trezevant,  Peter,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred    ...     299 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  petition 
referred  to  the  Fourth  Auditor        -        -    768 
Turner,  Samuel,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  reso- 
lution for  paying  a  certain  sum  to  the 

widow  of,  read 207 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -     210 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    231 

Tuscaloosa,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives granting  certain  lots,  dec.,  to  the 
Corporation  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    781 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...     786 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     788 

Tuscarawas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives concerning  three  tracts  of  land  in 
the  county  of,  read  twice»  and  referred  -    746 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -    761 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -    781 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    787 

Tutchell,  Philip,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre-  • 
sented  the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  the 
tariiT,  read,  and  referred        ...     308 

U. 

Ulmer,  Oeorge,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       ...     12S 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        -        -     691 

V. 

Van  Buren,  Martin,  of  New  York,  attended      -        9 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  respect- 
ing the  election  of  President  -        -        -       66 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  in  relation  to 

roads  and  canals 134 

on  other  resolutions  proposing  amendments 

to  the  Constitution        -        -        -     327, 368 
on  the  bill  respecting  an  ordinance  of  Ala- 
bama     340,341 

on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  claims       -    476 

on  the  Tariff  bill 601 

Vanderlyn,  John,  Mr.  King  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       •        -         -    314 
a  btii  to  authorize  htm  to  paint  the  battle  of 

New  Orleans,  reported,  and  read  -  -  681 
read  the  second  time  ....  693 
laid  on  the  table 769 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  attended      -     113 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  settling  claims  -    478 
Tan  Home,  Peter,  and  others,  Mr.   Dickerson 
presented  the  petition  of,Tead,  and  re- 
ferred     119 

Van  Noorden,  Hadrianus,  Mr.  Macon  presented 
the  petition  of,  respecting  French  claims, 
read  and  laid  on  file       -        -        •        .      60 
refiirred    -----••66 
Van  Syckle,  Elijah,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -  -  346 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    •    430 


Van  Syckle,  Elijah — continaed.  Psfc 

bill  read  the  second  time   -        -        -        -    44( 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -    S£l 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaod  -         -        -    &SI 
Vaughan,  William,  Mr.  King  presented  die  peti- 
tion oU  praying  an  aJlowanee  of  prise 
money,  read,  and  referred      •         -        -     75 
the  committee  reported  a  bill  granting  prise 
money  to  the  officers  and  crews  under 
Captain  Gregory  -        -        -         -        -    IS 

(See  Gregory,  Franeis  H) 
Venable,  William,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  and  his  wife,  and  Jonathan  Mor- 
gan and  wife,  read,  and  referred    -        -    SH 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Venable,  wife 

of^  and  Jane  Morgan,  reported,  and  read    ti4 
read  the  second  time  -        -         >         -    2^ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -    S3t 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    337 
Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaenta- 
tiver  to  authorise  the  masters  of,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  to  clear  out,  either  at  Rich- 
mond or  Petersburg      -        -         -        -    510 

read  twice,  and  referred    -         -         -         -   573 

reported  wjLth  amendments         -        -        .561 
oidered  to  the  third  reading       -        •        >    779 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -        -    789 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepfesentatiTes 
aihiwing  bounty  to  the,  engaged  in  eod 
fisheries        ...         ...    579 

lead  twice,  and  referred    -         -         -         -    573 

reported  without  amendment    -         -        ^    9^ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -        -    789 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -        -    W 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  regulating   passenger 
ships  and,  read     -        >         -         .        .    793 
Viel,  Just.    (See  Napier,) 
Villier,  Jumonville  de,  leave  given,  to  withdraw 

his  papers     ....         .        .    tS 

Virginia,   Mr.   Barbour  submitted  a  resolution 
respecting  the  claims  of,  for   advances 
during  the  late  war,  read        -         .        -     T7 
considered        ......     33 

agreed  to  -        -        -  .        -     SB 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  a  oommnnication 
from  the  Governor  of,  on  the  subject  of 
the  claim  of  said  State  for  advanoea,  read     3S 
a  message  from  the  President  on  the  same 
subject  -         -        -         -         .        -    510 

read,  and  laid  on  the  table         -         -        -    511 
referred    -----         .        -    514 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  judicial  districts  of,  and  for  other 
purposes       -         -        -         -         -        -    765 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  .  .  76^ 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  -  77? 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  783 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  -  7SS 
Virginia  Military  Laijd  Warrant?.  (6ee  M^- 
tary  Land  Warrants.) 

W. 

Wabash  and  Miami  Rivers,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  to   open  a  canal  te 

connect  the   -     '  -        -        -        -  -  737 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -  -  74i 

reported  without  amendment    -        -  -  75$ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        .  .  7$S 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  -  7^ 
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iTaJker,  Lewis  M.,  and  others,  Mr.  McIWaine 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   .--....    481 
if^all,  Benjamin.     (See  Hunter,  James*) 
bTallace,  David,  Mr.  Branch  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred      ...     290 
d^aurd,  Samuel,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred     -         -         -        -     153 
(See  Chandler,  Walter  S,) 
(^ are,  Nicholas,  of  Georgia,  attended        -         -     133 
Washington,   Mr.   Johnson  submitted   a  joint 
resolution  for  purchasing  the  portrait  of, 
bj  Rembrandt  Peale      •        •        -  *      -    417 

read 418 

laid  on  the  table       .....    422 
l^ashington  City,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives supplementary  to  the  act  to 

incorporate •617 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....     664 

reported  with  amendments         ...    702 
recommitted     ......     722 

reported  with  amendments  ...  748 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  78O 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  >        .        .    785 

Vashington  Canal  Company,  a  letter  from  the 
President  of  the,  with  a  statement  of  re- 
ceipts, read  ----,--    632 

Vaters,  Charles,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of.  praying  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred      -      83 

Vatson,  Josiah,  and  wife,  Mr.  Jackson  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  a  pension,  read, 
and  referred ...        •         -        -       83 
adverse  report  made  -         ....     715 
concurred  in     -----        •    716 

VaCtles,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  Mr.  Barbour 
presented  the  memorial  of,  respecting 
French  claims,  read,  and  referred  •        -      82 

¥ay  and  Gideon,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  me- 
morinl  of,  praying  a  subscription  to  the 
publication  of  an  edition  to  the  Journals 
of  the  Old  Congress,  read,  and  referred      37 
(See  Journals*) 

Webster,  John  A.,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred    -        .        -    558 

Veils,  Bezaleel,  a  bill  Trom  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  -        -        -  582 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  593 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  616 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  747 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  750 
MTest  Baton  Rouge.     (See  Baton  Rouge.) 
(Veymouth,  Dean,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the 

petition  o^  read,  and  referred          -        -  75 
a  motion  to  discharge  the  committee,  laid 
on  the  table  -        -        -        -        -        -114 

negatived          -        -        -        -        -        -  129 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -  253 

read  the  second  time          -        -        -        -  256 

considered         - 337 

•rdered  to  the  third  reading       ...  338 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  339 

amendments  received         ....  654 

referred    .--...-  657 

reported  without  amendment     ...  736 

agreement  to  the  first  amendment  -  •  750 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  the  relief  of 617 


Weymouth,  Dean— continued, 
bill  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 


Page. 

-  658 

-  709 

-  749 

-  752 


Wharton,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read    •        -  87 
read  the  second  time         -        -        -        -  92 
reported  without  amendment     ...  126 

laid  on  the  table 134 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  152 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  153 
Wheaton,   Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the   relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  referred         ....  574 

reported  without  amendment     ...  580 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  747 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  750 

White,  Alexander  A.,  Mr.  Johnson  called  up  the  * 

petition  of,  referred        ....  77 

a  new  petition  of,  presented,  and  referred  .  81 

adverse  report  made           -        -        .        -  111 
considered         .         -        .        .        .        -121 

agreed  to           ......  ^23 

White,  Joseph  M.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  and  William 

Davidson,  read  twice,  and  referred  -        •  778 

reported    -•-....  782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  785 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          .        .  788 
White,  Josiah,  Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred     ....  136 

White,  Samuel,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        ...  154 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     -  291 
read  the  second  time         ....  296 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  352 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          .        .  354 
Willard,  Julius,  and  Robert  Childs,  Mr.  Smith 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  refer- 
red          161 

the  committee  discharged  ....  524 

**  William,"  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  a  register  to  the  brig      -        -  654 
referred    .......  656 

reported  without  amendment     ...  674 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  758 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  761 
Williams,   Thomas  H.,  of  Mississippi,  creden- 
tials of,  read 10 

is  qualified        -        -        -        .        -        .11 

Williams,  David  R.,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred         -        -  314 
Williams,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  relief  of,         -        -  582 
read  twice  and  referred      ....  593 
reported  without  amendment    ...  654 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          .        -  750 
Williamson,  William,   and  others,  Mr.  Eaton 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  refer- 
red          49 

the  committee  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
persons  engaged  against  the  Seminole 

Indians -  109 

(See  Seminole  Indians,) 
Wilmot,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentatives  for  the  relief  of        ...  582 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  593 
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Wilmot,  John — continued.                                  Page. 
bill  reported  without  amendment      •        -  616 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        -  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          •        -  750 
Wilson,  Alexander,  and  others,  Mr.  Barbour  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  read,  and  referred  123 
Wilson,  William,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 

memorial  oft  read,  and  referred      -        -  43 

adverse  report  made          -        -        -        -  159 

laid  on  the  table 167 

Wimberly,  Gzekiel,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred          •        -  342 
Wing,  Moses,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred      •        -        -154 
the  committee  discharged          ...  289 
Wingfield,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Elliott  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred       -  322 
Wood,  Abiel,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  me- 

•    morial  of,  read,  and  referred   -        -        -  118 
Wood,  Joseph,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -        -        -  4 1 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -  102 
read  the  second  time         -        -        -        -  110 
debated,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  112 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -        -  116 
Woodward,  A.  B.,  a  letter  from,  enclosing  a 

standard  of  measure,  read,  and  referred  -  481 
the  committee  discharged  -        .        .        .  766 
Wjandott  Indians,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives granting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  773 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        .        .  776 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  785 

read  the  third  time.,  and  passed           -        -  789 

Y. 

Yandes,  Peter,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of        ...     593 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -    616 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    721 

laid  on  the  table 748 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  bill  to  revive  certain  acts 

relative  to  duties  on  tonnage  and  imports      76 

on  the  petition  of  Alexander  A.  White      -     123 

on  the  bill  making  a  road  from  Memphis  to 
Little  Rock 137 

on  passing  the  bill  respecting  land  claims 
in  Missouri  and  Arkansas      -        -        -     152 

on  filling  up  a  blank  in  the  bill  for  additional 
sloops  of  war 282 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  opening 
certain  roads  in  Florida  ...    294 

on  concurrence  with  the  report  of  Ebenezer 
Oliver,  and  others,  Directors  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Land  Company  ...     308 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  service  -  -        -    316 

on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  Sarah  Eas- 
ton  and  Dorothy  Storer  -        .        .        .    326 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  pur- 
chase of  cannon,  bombs,  dec. .        <        .     333 

on  a  section  in  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Amasa  Stetson 336 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Dean  Weymouth       ....     388 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Pa|e 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  reso- 
lutions proposing  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  respecting   the    election  ni 

President 4IT 

on  amendments  to  the  General  Appropria- 

tion  bill         ...         -         -        -    4K 
on  amendments  to  the  bill  for  abolishing 
Imprisonment  for  Debt  -         -         -        -   49 

on  the  postponement  of  said  bill  -        -   4§^ 

on  its  recommitment  -         -         -        -   MS 

on  its  indefinite  postponement   -         -        -   593 
on  its  passage  -         -         -         -         -        -   5« 

on  the  bill  to  protect  the  fur  trade      -    507, 7% 
on  a  resolution  for  adjournmsnt  -        •    51! 

on  the  reference  of  the  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  amend  the  acts  rela- 
tive to  import  duties       -         -         .        -    53ii 

on  amendments  to  said  bill  591,  615.  655,  6€3. 

•     702,  705,  706,  707,  708,   710,   711,  712,711 

714,  718,  719.  720,  724,  725,   727.  728,  719, 

730,  731,  732,  733,  735,  73« 
on  its  final  passage  -         -         -         -        -    744 

on  receding  from  the  amendments  disagreed 
to  by  the  House  of  Representatives  -    755,  756 
on  the  postponement  of  the  bill  for  the  settle- 
ment of  pecuniary  claims         -         -        -    531 
on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill         •        -    5SS 
on  its  passage  ------    579 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
'William  Duane    -         -         -         -        -    534 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  ear^ey  o( 

roads  and  canals  ...  565,  567,  56^ 
on  its  third  reading  -  -  •  .  -  56i$ 
on  its  final  passage  -         -         -         .        .    57t' 

on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifi- 
cations -        -         -        -         .        -    5§l 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  McNair         •    7S3 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Mary  James  -         .        .    745 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  a  re»gister  to 
the  brig**  William"       -         -         .        -    7€I 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  D.  B- 
Tompkins 783 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi Rivers  -         -         -         -         -        -    765 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
ofJ.  H.Piatt 76? 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  create  certain 
stock     -         .         -         «         .         .        -    76f 

on  the  bill  to  open  a  road  from  Miami  to 
Detroit 7S5 

Young,  Andrew,  and  others.  Mr.   Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  respecttng^he  tariff, 
read,  and  referred         -         -         .       -   30S 

Young,  William  J.,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay 
presented  the  memorial  of,  praying  protec- 
tion to  manufactures,  read,  and  referred    1'^ 

Young,  Robert,  and  Richard  Bland  Lee,  judges 
of  the  orphans'  court  in  Washington,  Mr. 
Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  of,  read, 
and  referred  -         -         -         -         -       .     48 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         ~       -   53t 
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>bot,  Joel,  of  Georgia,  attended      ...    794 
>eel,  G.  B.    (See  Lenox,  Jamea,) 

•commodatioDs  for  Congrew,  a  reaoIutioQ  from 
the  Senate  for  appointing  a  committee  to 
make  such  distribution  of  the  rooms  in  the 
Capitol  as  business  may  require     -         -    825 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed     -     828 

a  report  made 2683 

agreed  to 2684 

a  committee  appointed  to  make  distribution 

of  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  House  -        -  2684  ' 
a  report  made    ......  27^  | 

read  and  concurred  in        -        -        -        •  2765  < 

scoantabilitjr  of  Public  Officers.    (See  PubUc  ! 

Officers,) 

crounts,  a  statement  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
respecting  the  settlement  of,  laid  on  the 
table 

a  Committee  on,  appointed        ... 

so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to  public,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Expenditures 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend 
ing  the  act  in  relation  to        -        - 

dams,  Parmenio,  of  New  York,  the  Speaker 
presented  a  memorial  of,  contesting  the 
election  of  Isaac  Wilson,  referred  -        •     804 

report  made 897 

the  memorial  of,  and  a  letter  of  Isaac  Wil- 
son in  full 899 

a  resolution  to  allow,  to  appear  before  the 

House 940 

the  subject  considered        ...     941,  944 
is  qualified,  and  takes  his  seat    ...     945 
djournment,  Mr.  Allen  submitted  a  resolution 

for,  in  April,  read  and  laid  on  the  table  -  1765 

debated 2153 

consideration  refused  ....  2345 


Alabama — continued.  Page. 

a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 
the  sale  of  lands,  referred       ... 

adverse  report  laid  on  the  table  ... 

a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of^  respecting 
purchasers  of  lands,  referred  ... 

committee  discharged        .        .        .        - 

a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 
pre-emption  to  settlers  in  Jackson  and  De- 
catur counties,  referred .        .        .        - 

adverse  report  laid  on  the  table  ... 

Mr.  Owen  presented  a  memorial  praying 
pre-emption  for  Bibb,  Henry,  and  Pike 
counties,  referred  .... 

bill  from  the  Senate  granting  pre-emption 
to  certain  quarter  sections  of  land  in 

referred    -•-.... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

a  petition  of  £.  Lewis,  praying  the  impeach- 
ment of  C.  Tait,  the  District  Judge  of,  laid 
on  the  table  -        .        .        .        . 

Mr.  Moore  presented  a  memorial  of,  con- 
cerning relief  to  purchasers  of  public 
lands    •.--... 

the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  the  revoca- 
tion of  an  ordinance  of,  in  relation  to  its 
navigable  waters 

Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  for  increas- 
ing the  salary  of  the  District  Judge  of, 
negatived      ...... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate  the  survey 
of  lands  in  the  southern  part  of      •        - 

read  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Senate  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  certain  acts  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred         --.--. 

reported  without  amendment    .        .        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 


826 
1000 

826 
1000 


826 
985 


-  1084 


1100 
1101 
1144 


-  1802 


1202 


a  committee  appointed  to  report  what  busi 

ness  is  necessary  to  be  done  before        -  2457    Alabama  and  Tombigbee  rivers,  the  Committee 

a  report  made 2487  on  Commerce  instructed  to  inquire  re- 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for        -  2465  \  specting  the  exaction  of  tonnage  duties 


1215 


1789 

1618 
1620 
1627 
1665 


2494 
2510 
2556 


referred 2470 

report  made      -        •        -        -        *-        -  2513 

debated 2649 

amended  and  agreed  to     -        -        -        -  2664 

the  House  adjourns  .....  2770 

grtcalture,  a  Committee  on,  appointed     -        •    798 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
an  increase  of  duty  on  articles  of  foreign 
growth  will  benefit        ....  1662 

a  report  in  full  ......  1857 

kera,  Larkin  N.,  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  placing,  on  the  pension  list        •        -  1663 
Jabama,  Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting a  Circuit  Court  lor,  laid  on  the 

table 805 

amended  so  as  to  include  the  States  where 
no  circuits  are  now  held,  and  agreed  to  -    810 


1323 


on  vessels  trading  wholly  on  the    - 

Alden,  Judah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  .....  1675 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2504 

Alexander,  Adam  R.,  of  Tenneasee,  attended  -    794 

Alexander,  Mark,  of  Virginia,  attended    -        -    794 

Alexandria,  a  bill   to  confer  certain  powers  on 
the   levy  court  of,  reported,    and  read 

twice     - 894 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2584 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2.586 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Common  Council  of,  prsying  an  increase 
of  corporate  powers,  referred  -        -     985 

Mr.  Neale  presented  a  memorial  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  above,  referred      -        -        •1318 
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Aleztndria — continued.  Page, 

a  bUl  farther  to  amend  the  charter  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    ....  1969 
Mr.  Neale  presented  a  memorial  praying 
an  alteration  in  the  laws  concerning  the 
inspection  of  flour  in,  referred        •        -  1202 
Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  similar  memorial, 

referred 1318 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  floor  in, 

reported  and  read  twice  ...  2651 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  26S6 

Senate  bill  to  amend 'ihe  act  for  establishing 

a  turnpike  company  in,  referred    -        >  1766 
reported  with  amendment           ...  i960 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        •  1962 
Mr.  Neale  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants,  praying  retrocession  of,  re- 
ferred     2490 

Aliens,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  respecting  fees  for  the  natu- 
ralization of 1733 

a  bill  in  relation  to,  reported  in  part,  and 
read  twice     ......  1757 

Allen  Lydia,  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  a  pension 

for 808 

Allen,  Robert,  of  Tennessee,  attended      -        -    794 
Allen,  Bamuel  C,  of  Massachnsetis,  attended   -     793 
Allison,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended         -    793 
Alsbury,  Thomas,  committee  instructed  to  in- 
quire respecting   compensation   to,    and 
others,  for  horses  lost  during  the  war  of 
1812 1461 

Alvis,  Zachariah  C,  the  Committee  of  Claims 
directed  respecting  compensation  to,  for 
the  loss  of  a  horse  ....  1603 

Alward,  Henry,  the  Committee  of  Claims  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  account  of, 
against  the  United  States      ...    843 

Amendment  to  the  Constitution,  a  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  an,  in  relation  to  an  election  of 
Representatives,  6cc,     -        •        -        .801 

report  made 860 

report  in  full    ......    851 

considered 1067 

the  same  committee  report  a  joint  resolution 
for,  as  respects  the  election  of  Represen- 
tatives --.....     866 

Mr.  Livingston  submitted  a  resolution  for, 
in  relation  to  the  election  of  President 
and  Vice  President        -        -        -        -  1179 
*  laid  on  the  Uble 1161 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for,  in 
relation  to  the  election  of  President,  read 
twice 1292 

Mr.  Abbot  submitted  a  resolution  for,  in  re- 
lation to  persons  of  color,  read  twice        -  1399 
Archer,  William  S.,  of  Virginia,  attended  -     794 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  canals 1233 

Arkansas,  Mr.  Conway  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  liegislature  of,  praying  an  appro- 
priation for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
Quapau  title  in,  referred        ...    803 

the  committee  discharged,  and  the  memorial 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War    -        -     826 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  read  and  refer- 
red         1028 


sot 

Si 
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Arkansas — continued.  Fife, 

a  bill  making  appropriationn  for  eztingoisk- 

ing  said  title  reported,  and  read  tviee   •  IQM 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -      -  tt« 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Mr.  Conway  presented   a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  a  list  of  military 
bounty  lands  in,  referred 
a  bill  to  furnish  said  list  reported  and  read 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  memorial  of  the  Legielatare  prayia;  quu- 
ter  sections  of  land  to  Hempated,  Miller, 
and  Crawford  counties,  referred    - 
a  bill  granting  to,  pre-emptioo  to  eertaio 
quarter  sections  of  land,   reported  and 
read  twice    -        -         -         ...  §71 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -       -2471 
Mr.  Conway  presented  the  petttion  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  a  separate  Sorrej- 
or  General  for,  referred  •        .       .   943 

Senate   bill    for  the    adjustment  of  land 

claims  in,  derived  from  France  and  Spain  113) 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -        .       .  isD 
reported  with  amendments         -        -       -  1«^' 
laid  on  the  table        -         -         -        •       -  Xiil 
Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a  resolution  calUag 
for  information  in  relation  to  the  western 
boundary  of  -        -         -         -        -       •  14» 

agreed  to  -        -         -         -        -       -  1470 

a  message  and  report  in  reply  laid  on  the  table  16t. 
Senate  bill  fixing  the  western  boundary  of  2S99 
read  twice  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    - 
debated    ..... 

final  passage  negatived 

the  vote  reconsidered 

the  bill  passed  .... 

a  message   from  the  President  respecting 

James  Miller,  Governor  of,  referred       •  i7S$ 
a  bill  confirming  certain  acts  of  the  Govern- 
or of,  reported,  and  read  twice        -       •  I^^ 
Senate  bill  for  the  same  purpose         •       -  ^^ 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  20^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .       -  30H 
a  bill  changing  the  mode  of  surveying  lands 
on  any  river,  bayou,  or  water-course  in, 
reported  and  read  twice  -        -       •  i^ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .       -  Wii 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -  S4# 

amendments  received  and  concurred  in     -  S'^^' 

Armory,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Wir 
with  a  statement  of  expenditures  for  the 
national,  and  of  the  arms  made  thereio, 
laid  on  the  table    -        -        -        -       -  ISS3 

Mr.  Reynolds  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  in  relation  to  a  aite  for  a 
National,  on  the  Western  waters  -       -  1^ 

agreed  to  ....--1905 

report  in  reply  -        -        -        -       -  J3^ 

the  Committee  on  Naval  Affaire  instrnded 
to  inquire  respecting  a  National,  on  the 

Western  waten ^ 

Arms,  Lemuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  •  '  -  -  -  •  ^^^f 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  -  -  S496 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •       -  ^ 

Arms,  ammunition,  A;c.,the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afiairs  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorixing  sales  of  -       -  ^^ 
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.rms,  ammanition,  dcc«— continued.  Page, 
a  bill  to  autliorize  the  sale  of  unserviceable, 
reported,  and  read  twice  ...  1757 
jmjy  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
changing  the  mode  of  payment  to  the  of- 
ficers of  the  1164 

Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  calling    ' 
for  information  respecting  the  pay,  &c., 

of  officers  of  the 1762 

agreed  to 1763 

message  and  report  in  reply,  referred         -  229i 
Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  in  relation  to  the  brevet 

officers  of  the 1762 

agreed  to 1763 

message  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table    -        -  2595 
irmy  Rules  and  Regulations,  Mr.  Floyd  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  calling  for  information 
respecting  the,  compiled  by  Gen.  Scott  -  1470 
modified  and  agreed  to      -        -        -        -  I486 
a  message  and  report  in  reply,  laid  on  the 

table 1620 

referred    -------  1783 

irsenal,  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
erecting  a  National,  on  the  Alabama,  or 
Tombigbee  river    -----  1894 

Ltset,  Joseph,  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  placing,  on  the  pension  list  -  1680 
Auction  Sales,  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  imposing  duty  on  -  •  -  -  830 
Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a  memorial  firom 

New  York  praying  duty  on   -        -        -     931 
a  bill  laying  a  duty  on,  of  merchandise,  re- 
.    ported  and  read  twice    -        -        -        -  1398 

B.       . 

labbitt,  Jacob,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  reacl  twice       -----     836 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -         -     891 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -     895 
Ucot»  Thomas  W.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     -        -        -        -     843 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -     860 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -     875 
Uggar,  Captain  James,  adverse  report  made  on 
the  petition  of  Indiana  in  behalf  of  a  com- 
pany of  rangers  under,  laid  on  the  table  1163 
iailey,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  -        -    V98 
election  of,  contested  -        .        -        -     807 

speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections  in  his  case  -        .        •        -  1793 
(See  Contested  Eieeiion.) 
balances,  a  report  from  the  First  Comptroller 

respecting  Treasury,  laid  on  the  table    -    820 
statemenU  of,  from  the  Third  Auditor,  laid 
on  the  table  -        -        -        -        -        -     014 

statements  of,  duo  more  than  three  years, 
laid  on  the  table    ....    943,2606 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct* 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay- 
ing, due  to  collectors  of  the  internal  rev- 
enue    -------  1680 

a  statement  of,  due  by  Receivers  of  Public 
Money,  laid  on  the  table        -        -        -  2616 
Baldwin ,  Thomas,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  memorial  of,  laid  on  the  table  1681 


Page. 
Balize.     (See  Louisiana,) 
Ball,  William  Lee,  of  Virginia,  atteni^ed  -        -     794 

the  announcement  of  the  death  of  -  -  1731 
Baltimore,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  on  sundry  memorials  of  merchants 
and  others  of,  praying  compensation  for 
certain  damages,  laid  on  the  table  -  -  2596 
Bankruptcy,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
an  uniform  system  of    -        -        -        -815 

the  committee  report  it  inexpedient  -        -     895 

report  laid  on  the  table      .        .        -        .    896 

a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce in  New  York  praying  an  uniform 
system  of,  laid  on  the  table    -        -        -     911 

Mr.  Breck  presented  a  similiar  one  from 
Philadelphia,  laid  on  the  Uble        -        -     931 

Mr.  Little  presented  a  similar  one  from  Bal- 
timore, laid  on  the  table        ...     985 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  a  resolution  to  es- 
tablish an  uniform  system  of  -        -        -  2762 

laid  on  the  table 2763 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Poinsett  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  sundry  banking 
institutions,  in  relation  to  bills  of  the,  re- 
ferred     836 

Mr.  Storrs  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  statements  of  the  affairs  of  the  -        -  1528 

agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -  1551 

communication  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table  1593 

Mr.  Cambreleng  submitted  a  resolution 
calling  for  a  report  at  the  next  session  of 
the  rate  of  interest  at  which  the,  will  con- 
tinue the  United  States  loan  ...  2698 

agreed  to 2711 

Banks,  copies  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the,  in 
which  public  money  is  deposited,  laid  on 

the  table 1873 

Barber,  Noyes,  of  Connecticut,  attended  •        -    793 
Barbour,  John  S.,  of  Virginia,  attended    -        -     794 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 
and  canals     ------  1324 

testimony  of,  in  the  case^of  Ninian  Edwards  2835 

Barbour,  Philip  P.,  of  Virginia,  attended  -        -    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  canals 999,  1000 

speech  of,  on  the  same      -        -        -        .  1005 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     1679,  1692,  1697 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        -        -  1916 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins 2678 

Bartlett,  Ichabod,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended  825 
remarks  of,  on  sending  an  Agent  to  Greece  1 200 
on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards    -        -  2478 
Bartlett,  Wiiliam,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  John 
Steams,  Nathaniel  Carver,  and  others, 
reported  and  read  twice  r        -        -        -  867 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        .  891 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  895 
Bartley,  Mordecai,  of  Ohio,  attended        -        -  794 
Bascom,  Henry  B.,  elected  Chaplain        -        -  805 
Bassett,  Burwell,  of  Virginia,  attended     -        -  828 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  improving  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers    .        -         .        -  2582 
Baton  Rouge,  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
instructed  to  inquire  respecting  the  ex- 
change of  certain  land  in        ...  1894 
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Baton  Rouge — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  authorizing  the  exchange  of  aaid  land 

•   reported  and  read  twice          ...  2490 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2495 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  relin- 
quishing a  certain  tract  of  land  to  West 

Baton  Rouge 2396 

a  bill  for  that  purpose  reported,  and  read 

twice 2551 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2695 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2699 
Baudin,  Nicholas  8.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 

Joseph  Chastang,  read  twice  and  referred  1292 

adverse  report  made 1460 

the  bill  recommitted 1750 

another  adverse  report  made      ...  1913 

Baylies,  Francis,  of  Massachusetts,  attended     -  793 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  to 

send  an  Agent  to  Greece        ...  1139 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariffbill     -         •        -  1690 

speech  of,  on  the  same      ....  1859 
Beard,  David,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and 

read  twice     .-.--.  1774 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2504 
Beaulieu,  Lewis  Joseph  de,  Mr.  Forsyth   pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -  803 

Beaumarchaia  Claim,  the  correspondence  in  rela- 
tion to  the,  referred  to  a  select  committee    880 
the  report  made  in  full      ....  1530 

considered 2507,  2588 

laid  on  the  table 2597 

the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of  Ame- 
Ha  Eugenia  de  la  Rue,  heiress  of  M.  de 

Beaumarchais 2458 

Mr.  Tucker  submitted  a  resolution  to  refer 

said  petition  to  the  President  ...  2630 
Mr.  McDufiie  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
on  the  President  to  obtain  and  communi- 
cate further  evidence  in  relation  to  the, 
negatived 2762 

Beauregard,  Gabrielle  Emilie  de,  Mr.  Forsyth 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  •        -    800 
Beecher,  Philemon,  of  Ohio,  attended       -        -    794 
Belt,  Benjamin  M.    (See  tangley,  Hezekiah,) 
Bennett,  Joshua,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  .....  1343 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2497 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2500 

Bermuda  Hundred  end  City  Point,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  ofamending  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  districts  of,  respecting  vessels  -  1324 
Biddle,  John.    (See  Contested  Election.) 
Blagrove,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 1001 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  2489 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2491 

Blair,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended        •        -    794 
Blean,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....  1873 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2504 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        -  250C 
Books,  Maps,  6cc,,  Mr.  Carter  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  a  duty  on,  negatived    •    815 
Mr.  Sharpe  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
bookbinders  and  others  praying  an  in- 
crease of  duty  on  .        -        .        •        -  1808 


Boston,  Mr.  Webster  presented  a  memorial  ffoa, 
in  relation  to  the  islands  around  the  har- 
bor of,  referred  to  the  Committee  ob  Boids 
and  Canals  -        -        -         .        -       -  ur 
said  committee  discharged,  and  tkm  meno- 
rial  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Coa- 
merce  -        .        .        .         -         .       •  150 
Bounty  Lands,  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe. 
diency  of  amending  the  laws  in  relation  u   ^ 
Bowdoinham.    {See  P<ni4  of  Deiivay,) 
Boyd,  Joseph  C,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  of  •        •        .         .         .       .    I9I 

read  twice,  and  referred    -  -        .       .    9^ 

reported  without  amendment     ...  ISA 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -       -  %5Li: 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -       -  2SCe 
Brace,  Stephen,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of^  reported, 

and  read  twice       ....        -  i29l 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         -        -  S49S 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2M@ 
Bradford,  Charles,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported, and  read  twice  ....  U70 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  24S7 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -        -  250$ 
Bradley,  William  C,  of  Vermont,  attended      •    799 
Brandy  wine  Shoal.     (See  Lighthouses,) 
Breck,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        -    791 
remarks  of,  on  his   resolution    calling  far 
information    respecting  commerce    with 
Greece  ....      570,  801, 8i« 

remarks  o(  on  the  Tariff  bill      ...  1736 

Brent,  William  L.,  of  Louisiana,  attended        -    7S4 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariflfbili   1515.  1521,1543. 

1565,  1590. 1613 
remarks  of,  upon  a  report  in  relation  to  a 
sale  of  lots  in  Washington  City     -        -  3£1' 
Brooke,  George,  the  Committee  of  Claims  in- 
structed   to  inqtfire    respecting    certain 
compensation  to    -        -        -         .        •  13^ 

Brooks,  James,  Jehu  and  Nathaniel,  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of,  or  their  heirs,  reported  and 

read  twice S499 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  S505 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .        >  S56T 

Bronson,  Alvin,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  -  -  -  .  .  943 
debated  --.-..-  S4^6 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  348d 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        •  34^ 

Brotherton,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported, and  read  twice  -         -         .        .  VM 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  S509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  ^^l^ 
Brown,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        -    79) 
Brown,  Samuel,  a  bill  to  issoe  letters  patent  to, 

reported  and  read  twice         ...  1009 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  1470 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -1471 
Brash,  Elijah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      .....  1303 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  3496 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  3^ 

BaelMnan,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -    793 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  costs  in 

patent  cases 933»  ^ 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  erect  a  mon- 
ument to  Washington    -      •  -  1044, 1^7 
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Baebanan,  Jbium— -contifiaed.  Page, 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariif  bill  1646,  1547,  1565, 

1590,  1678,  1696,  1709,  1792 
speech  of,  on  the  same       -        -  1888,  2258 

remarks  of,  on  the  hill  for  improving  the 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers    -        .        >  2563 

on  the  resolution  for  adjournment     -        -  2651 

Bock,  Daniel  A.  A.,  of  Vermont,  attended      -     793 

Buckner,  Richard  A.,  of  Kentucky,  attended    -     794 

speech  of,  on  the  bifl  for  survey  of  roads 

and  canals    .--...  1361 

Barch,  Benjamin,  appointed  8ergeant-at>Arms     796 

Burch's  Digest  of  Laws,  the  Clerk  directed  to 

procure  fifty  copies  of  -  •  -  -  2710 
Burleigh,  William,  of  Maine,  attended  •  -  793 
Burns,  Malachi,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      .....  1292 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2496 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  2500 
Burton,  George,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of,  referred    •        -    876 
Burton,  Hutchins  6.,   of  North  Carolina,  at- 
tended   797 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    >        -        .1660 

C. 

Cady,  John  W.,  of  New  York,  attended  .        -     793 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry 974 

Call,  Richard  K.,  of  Florida,  attended       .        -     798 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  opening  certain 
roads  in  Florida    ....     926,927 

on  the  biirfor  a  canal  to  connect  the  Wa- 
bash and  Miami  rivers  .  *  2585 
Calvert  County.     (See  Maryland,) 
Campbell,  John  W.,  of'  Ohio,  attended     -         -    794 

remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 
election  ......  1840 

Campbell,  Robert,  of  South  Carolina,  attended     794 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      .         -        -  1676 
Cambreleng,  Churchill  C,  of  New  York,  at- 
tended - 793 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins      ....    818 

on  Mr.  Breck's  resolution  in  relation  to  com- 
merce with  Greece         ...     871,  872 

on  the  bill  for  pensions  to  widows  and  or- 
phans    881. 

remarks  oU  on  the  Tariff  bill     -        -  1520, 1747 

speech  of,  on  the  same      ....  1568 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  exchange  certain 

stock 2705 

Canal,  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
opening  a,  between  the  Tennessee  and 
Coosa  rivers  •.'.--•    812 

report  made  and  laid  on  the  table      -        •  2630 

a  petition  from  Florida  praying  aid  to  open 
a,  between  St.  Augustine  and  St.  John's, 
referred  .----.  1954 

a  bill  to  authoriae  the  opening  of  said,  re- 
ported, and  read  twice  -        -        .        .  2171 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2602 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2602 

a  bill  to  open  a,  from  the  Wabash  to  the 
Miami,  reported    .....    829 

memorials  from  the  Legislature  of  Indiana 
praying  the  opening  of  said,  committed  to 
Committee  of  the  Whole       .        -  108.3,  1318 

the  bill  under  consideration       -  2584, 2600, 2603 


Canal — continued.  Page, 

bill  ordered  to  die  third  reading         .        -  2604 
read  the  third*  time,  and  passed        .         -  2606 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
opening  a,  to  connect  the  Illinois  river 
with  Lake  Michigan       -        -        -        -  1914 
a  bill  for  opening  a,  around  the  falls  of  the 
Ohio  river  near  Louisville,  reported,  and 
read  twice     .-----  1961 

Cannon,  Muskets,  dec,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a 
resolution  calling  for  information  in  rela> 
tion  to  contracts  for        -        -        -        -    836 

debated 844 

adopted 846 

report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table  -  -  939 
referred  to  a  select  committee  ...  944 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  ^avy  re. 

specting,  referred  ....        -     959 
Senate  bill  for  the  gradual  supply  of,  for  for- 
tifications     ---...  1766 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1769 
reported  without  amendment    ...  2236 

Cape  Henlopen.     (See  Lighthouse*,) 
Capillano.     (See  Washington,) 
Capitol,  a  committee  appointed  to  devise  regu- 
lations for  the  police  of  the    -        -        -  1488 
report  made,   read  twice,  and  laid  on  the 

Uble 1702 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2556 

considered 2575 

laid  on  the  table        -        -        -        -        -  2576 
report  on  a  statement  of  William  Lambert 
in  relation  to  the  longitude  of  the,  laid  on 

the  Uble 1661 

a  resolution  to  dispose  of  the  building  south 

of  the,  referred      -        -        .        -        .  2688 
the  execution  of  said  resolution  suspended 
until  next  session  .        -        .        .        .  2708 
(See  Accommodations,) 

Carr,  Thomaa,  the  petition  of,  referred      -        -    814 
documents  in  support  of  the  claim  o(  re. 

ferred 826 

(See  Donnelson,  John,) 

Carroll,  Daniel,  of  Duddington,  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of,  and  others,  reported  and  read 
twice    .------    848 

the  third  reading  negatived       ...    957 
the  vote  reconsidered,  and  the  bill  recom- 
mitted -        -        -        -        -        -        -     959 

reported  without  amendment    ...  1680 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2604 

Carter,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended        -    797 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        •        -        -  2154 
Carter,  John  K.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      .....  2499 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2605 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2507 

Carver,  Jonathan,  Mr.  Fuller  presented  a  peti- 
tion  of  Joseph  Stroud  and  wife,  praying 
that  a  petition  heretofore  presented  by  the 
pretended  heirs  of,  be  disposed  of  -        •  1616 
referred    ..-----  1619 

Carver,  Nathaniel.     (See  Bartlett,  William.) 

Cary,  George,  of  Georgia,  attended  -        -    794 

remarks  of,  on   Mr.  Buchanan V  resolution 
to  erect  a  monument  to  Washington      -  1046 
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rem  arks  of,  on  Mr.  Webtter's  resolution  in 

relation  to  an  Agent  for  Greece    -        -  1127 
Case.  Tendon ,  a  bUI  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....  848 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  877 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased          -        -  887 

Caasedy,  George,  of  New  Jersey,  attended        -     793 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill       -        •        -  2139 

Castine,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have 
imported  goods  into,  reported  and  read 

twice 1042 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2489 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        •        .  2648 

Castle  Clinton,  Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  City  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing that,  and  the  ground,  dtc.  belonging 
thereto,  be  reconveyed  to  New  York,  re- 
ferred    832 

report  made,  and  laid  on  the  table     -        -    969 

Chandler,  Walter  8.,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief 
of,  and  Samuel  Ward,  read  twice,  and 

referred 1629 

adverse  report  made 1914 

laid  on  the  table 2609 

Chaplain,  Henry  B.  Bascom  elected         -        -    806 
a  message  from  the  Senate  informing  the 
Hou«e  of  the  election  of  Wm.  Staughton     826 

Chapman,  Thomas,  the  committee  discharged 
from  the  petition  of  the  executors  of,  and 
the  petition  laid  on  the  table  -        .        -  10C4 

Charleston,  Senate  bill  for  the  survey  of  the  har- 
bor oA  St.  Mary's  and  the  coast  of  Florida  2622 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  .  -  2630 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  2648 
reported  without  amendment  -  •  -  2710 
passed      .......  2766 

Charpentrie,  Francois.     (See  Mt/oite,  Jacques.) 
Chastang,  Joseph.     (See  Baudin,  Nieholae*) 
Cherokee  Indians,  Mr.  Moore  submitted  a  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  an  act  explanatory 
of  the  treaty  with  the,  read  and  laid  on 

the  table 1324 

the  Committee  of  Ways,  and  Means  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  extinguishing  reservations  granted  to 

certain 1869 

Mr.  Forsyth  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  inibrmation  respecting  negotiations  by 
General  Jackson  with  the,  in  relation  to 
cession  of  lands    -        -        •        -        -  2212 

agreed  to 2237 

report  in  reply 2397 

the  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  John 
Ross  and  other  delegates  from  the,  re- 
ferred     2396 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
Hemphill  presented  the  memorial  of  the, 
referred         -        -        •        •        •        -    848 
a  bill  auihrrizing  the  subscription  of  stock 
in  the,  reported  and  read  twice      -         -  1603 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message  as  relates  to  the, 
referred 800 

Mr.  Stewart  submitted  a  resolution  to  de- 
vote, the  proceeds  of  sales  of  lots  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  the    •        -        -  1789 


a: 


-  IK: 


Cheaapeake  and  Ohio  Canal — oontiaitcd.  Pii|£. 

Mr.  Little  submitted  a  raaolatioa  fer  the 
employment  of  a  part  of  the  Engineer 
Corps  in  surveying  the  ground  for  the  -  ^ 
laid  on  the  table        •        -        -        -       -   §Jb 

a  letter  from  William  H.  Jones  with  ^iri- 
ver's  map  of  the  conntry  throogii  whjck 
thci  shall  paas,  referred  -        -        -       -  iU 

Mr.  Kent  presented  an  act  of  the  Slate  of 
Maryland,   incorporating   the   oompsaj, 
referred         -        -        -        -        -       -SUi 

Chitwood«  Sarah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of^  reported 

and  read  twice      -        -         -         '       -  9i 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       •        -       -  life 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       >   §U 

Claims,  Committee  of,  appointed     -        .       .  7f 

Clarke,  Archibald,  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of,  rsperi^ 

ad  and  read  twice  -        -        -        -       •  tifi 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -       '-       •  SS^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -       -  SaK 

Clarke,  M.  St.  Clair,  appointed  Clerk  of  the 

House  -        -        -        -        -        .       -    i« 

Clark,  Lot,  of  New  York,  attended  -         .       .   713 
remarks  of,  on  the  New   York  contested 

election  .....    954,956 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    -  2173.  s:;( 

Clay,  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  attended        -       -   7U 
elected  Speaker        .        .         -         . 
remarks  of,  on  taking  the  Chair 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dao 

iel  D.  Tompkins,  .... 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Perry 
on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads  and  canab 
speech  of,  on  the  same       ... 
remarks  of,    in   reply   to  Mr.   Randolph*! 

speech  on  said  bill  *         -        -       •  Hi': 

on  a  resolution  respecting  aid  to  the  Greeks  U^t 

speech  of,  on  the  same  -  -  -  -  H'*^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill,  1481, 1483.  14^ 
1647,  1659,  1672,  1691,  1700,  1696,  1^ 
speech  of,  on  the  same  >  >  .  .  11^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  create  stock  for  th« 

Florida  Treaty  Awards  -        -  2663,  :5li 

on  the  Occupying  Claimant  Law  of  Kea- 

tucky 2615J,  £8^ 

on  suspending  his  resolution  in  relatioo  to 
certain  designs  upon  ihe  Spanish  proviooes  27(3 
Cleftan,  William,  a  commiitee  instructed  to  is* 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  oompeaaa> 
ting,  for  certain  losses     -         .        -       •  *1^ 
Clerk  of  the  Uouse»  M.  St.  Clair  Clarke  appoiateJ   7^ 
Clerks,  a  bill  to  employ  additional,  in  the  sev- 
eral Departmenla,  reported  and  nmi  twice  \1^ 
considered         -  *     -        -         «        -       -2^ 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  paased        -       •  2<$§ 
amendments  received        ...       -  S73 
concurred  in     -----       -  276" 

an  order  to  pay  the  engroasing,  certain  com- 
pensation     -        .        -        -        -       .  57 
Cleveland,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice   .         .        -       •  S2U 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .       -  2Ji'^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased        -       -  *^^ 
Cobb,  Thomas  W.,  of  Georgia,  attended  -       •    <^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  pensions  to 

widows  and  orpbana  ...  8$0.  S^ 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Party  •  ^^ 
on  the  Tariflf  bill l^ 
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Cocke,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended        -        •    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins    -        •        -        -     817, 820 
on  the  Appropriation  bill,  1782,  1783,  1785,  1786 
on  a  report  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  public 
loU  in  the  Citj  of  Washington        2608,  2615 

Cocke,  William,  u  hill  to  compensate,  for  cer- 
tain services,  reported  and  read  twice     -  2258 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2505 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2506 

Collins,  Eia,  of  New  York,  attended        -        -    793 
Collins,  Johanna,  Mr.  Farrelly  iHresented  the  pe- 
tition of,  praying  a  divorce,  referred       -  1428 
adverse  report  made  and  concurred  in        -  1460 
Collins,  Thomas,  the  committee  on  the  petition 
of,  discharged,  and  the  petition  laid  on 

the  Uble 1792 

Collier,  Charles  M.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice-        -        -        -814 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...    834 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    837 

Collier,  Isaac,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported, 

and  read  twice  .....  939 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2481 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -  2487 

Colored  persons.     (See  Amendment,) 
Columbia  river,  a  select  committee  appointed  to 

inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  occupying    890 

report  made 2345 

copy  of  the  report  in  full  ....  2345 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  occupation  of,  report- 
ed and  read  twice           ....  1084 
Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  calling  on 
the  President  for  an  estimate  of  expenses 
for  transporting  troops  to  the  mouih  of  -  1178 
modified  and  adopted        ....  1203 
a  message  in  reply    .....  1622 
referred 1623 

Columbian  College,  Mr.  Kent  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  trustees  of,  referred   -        -  1428 
the  committee  discharged  ....  173a 

Columbian  Institute,  Mr.  Campbell  presented  a 
memorial  of  the,  praying  a  lot  of  ground 
for  a  botanical  garden,  referred      -         -  1429 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the,  reported   and 

read  twice -  1661 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2504 

Colambus,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  8tite, 
with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Qeo rge  O. 
Barrell  presenting  a  portrait  of,  referred  -     915 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  providing 
a  place  of  depoaite  for  the  portrait  of,  and 
directing  the  distribution  of  certain  copies 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  read 
twice 2708 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2711 

Commerce,  appointment  of  the  Committee  on  -    797 
so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  the  above  committee     799 
the  Committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency    of   regulating,    among  the 
States,  agreed  to 80 1 

Commerce  and  Navigation,  a  statement  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  showing  the, 
for  one  year,  laid  on  the  table        -        -  J 487 
additional  copies  ordered  to  be  printed       -  1808 


Page. 
Commercial  Regulations,  a  message  from  the 
President,  transmitting  a  digest  of  the,  of 
foreign  countries,  laid  on  the  table         -  1320 
message  in  addition  ....  2758 

Condict,  Lewis,  of  New  Jersey,  attended  -     793 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     ...  2388 
Congressional  Burial  Ground,  Senate  bill  for 

enclosing  the 2396 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  2431 

reported  without  amendment    .         .        .2  471 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -  2509 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        -  2510 

Conner,  Henry,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    -    794 

Conner,   William,   the   Committee  on    Public 

Lands  instructed  to  inquire  in  relation  to 

certain  land  for      -        -        .        .        -  1215 

the  committee  discharged  ...  18O8 

Contested  Elections,  the  Speaker  presented  the 
petition  of  Parmenio  Adams,  contesting 
the  election'  of  Isaac  Wilson,  of  New 

York,  referred 804 

sundry  documents  in  relation  to  the  same, 
referred  ......     814 

the  report  in  full       .....    897 

a  copy  of  the  memorial  of  P.  Adams,  and  a 

letter  from  J.  Wilson     ...    899,  900 
a  resolution  to  permit  Mr.  Adams  to  appear    940 
the  subject  considered       >        -        -    941,  944 
P.  Adams  qualified   .....     945 

Mr.  Scott  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Biddle,  contesting  the  election  of  Gabriel 
Richard,  of  Michigan,  referred        -        •    814 
report  in  full    ......  100 1 

leave  given  J.  Biddle  to  withdraw  his  papers  1319 
a  memorial  from  A.  H.   Powell,  contesting 
the  election  of  Jared  Williams,  of  Vir- 
ginia, referred        .....     829 

«       documents  relating  to  the  same,  referred    -     832 
report  made,  and  leave  given  the  petitioner 
to  withdraw  his  papers  ....     958 

a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Norfolk, 
Massachusetts,  contesting  the  election  of 
John  Bailey,  referred      ....    807 

report  made      --.---    887 

the  report  in  full 1594 

consideretl         -        -         -          1793,  1809,  1832 
decided  that  John  Bailey  is  not  entitled  to  a 
seat 1856 

Contingent  Fund, four  statements  of  expenditures 
from  the,  of  the  two  Houses,  laid  on  the 

table 797 

.  abstract  of  expenditures  from  the,  for  the 

Navy,  laid  on  the  table  ....     943 
Conway,  Henry  W.,  of  Arkansas,  attended      -     794 
Cook,  Daniel  P.,  of  Illinois,  attended,        .        -     794 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  the 

adjustment  of  land  claims  873,  883,  884,  886 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  for 

sending  an  agent  to  Greece  ...  1145 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  -  .  .  1545 
on  the  Appropriation  bill  -         -  1784,  1785 

on  the  bill  respecting  the  Supreme  Court  .  2646 
on  the  resolution  for  adjournment       2650,  2658 

2662 
the  testimony  of,  in  the  case  of  Nintan  Ed- 
wards     2829 

Cfooper,  David,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 1763 
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Cooper,  Dt^id — eonlinned. 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  paned  .        .        . 

Cordage,  Mr.  Gambreieng  presented  the  petition 
of  certain  manufacturers  of,  against  an 
increase  of  duty  on  foreign  hemp    - 

Cotheal,  Henry,  and  David,  and  David  8.  Hal- 
let,  the  committee  diacharged  from  the 
petitions  of 

Cotton  Goods,  Mr.  Storrs  presented  the  petition 
of  certain  manufacturers  of,  referred 
Mr.   Bddy   presented  a   similar   one   from 
Rhode  Island  .         .        .         .         . 

Coxe,  Daniel  W.,  agent  for  the  Marquis  de  Mai- 
son  Rouge,  Mr.  Brent  presented  a  memo- 
rial from,  praying  confirmation  of  a  tract 
of  land,  laid  on  the  table 
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846 
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807 


985 


-  846 
referred 850 

.  940 

-  1100 


816 
'-  793 


-  793 


the  committee  discharged  •        -        .        . 
leave  given  to  withdrew  his  papers     - 
Counterfeiting,  tho   Committee  on    Commerce 
and  Manufactures  instructed  to  provide 
against  marks  or  names  used  by  manu- 
facturers       ---... 
Courts  of  the  United  States.     (See  Judiciary.) 
>  Crafts,  Samuel  C,  of  Vermont,  attended  - 
Craig,  Lewis.     (See  Thom<Uj  Philemon.) 
Craig,  Hector,  of  New  York,  attended 
Creek  Indiana,  instructions  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  respecting  compensa- 
tion to  friendly       -        -        .        .        -IBSl 
adverse  report  made  -        -        -        .        -2152 

Crimes,  a  bill  for  tho  more  effectual  punishment 

of,  reported  and  read  twice    ...  1214 

P«ieed 2765 

Senate  bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain, 

committed  in  navy  yards,  forts,  d&c.  -  2665 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  2675 
reported  without  amendment     ...  2698 

Crowninshield,  Benjamin  W.,of  Masaacbusetts, 

attended 793 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  pensions  to 

widows  and  orphans  -  .  .  .  ggQ 
on  the  TariiTbill        ...  1895,1898 

Croix,  Dusseau  de  la,  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims  directed  to  report  on  the 
claim  of,  to  certain  lota  ....  2491 

Calpeper,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     -    794 

remarks  of,  on  resolution  for  adjournment  -  2649 
Cumberland  Road,  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  the,  referred  . 

report  in  full     ---... 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  ofeztending  the,  from  Wheel- 
ing to  Zanesville    -        •        .        .        . 

a  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the,  reported 
and  read  twice       .....    944 

a  bill  for  the  preservation  and  repair  of,  re- 
ported and  read     .... 

a  motion  respecting  a  more  eligible  route 
submitted  and  negatived 

Mr.  Stewart  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  as  to  the  application  of 
money  appropriated  for  the    -        -        .  2669 

agreed  to  --....  2675 

report  in  reply  ......  2704 

Currency,  the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Law  and  others,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  national  paper,  referred  2396 
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Cushman,  Joahua,  of  Maine,  attended  •  79 

remarks  of,  on  the  General  Appropristioo 

hill 1777.1731 

Cutbbert,  Alfred,  of  Georgia,  attended      -      •  rtl 
remarks   of,  on   Mr.  Webster's  resolatioc 
for  sending  an  agent  to  Greece        1165,  IITT 

on  the  Tariff  bill VM 

on  the  address  of  Ninian  Edwards     .      •  34 r< 

D. 

Dale,  Charles  A.    (See  Fuiion^  Robert.) 
Dauphin   Island,  the   Committee    on   Miiitsiy 
Affairs  instructed  to  report  respecting  tlw 
works  on        •        -        -        ... 
Mr.  Hamilton  submitted  a  resololioo  re- 
specting the  works  on    -        ... 
Dauterive,  Marigny,  Committee  of  Claims  id- 
stmcted  to  inquire  respecting  paynent  to, 
for  certain  supplies         .... 
Davidson,  William.     (See  WdU,  Jmepk  Jt) 
Day,  Rowland,  of  New  York,  attended     • 
Debt,  Senate  bill  for  the  aelief  of  peraoas  im- 
prisoned for  - 
read  the  firat  time     ... 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendmento 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Senate  bill   supplementary  to   the  act  for 
the  relief  of  persona  imprisoned  for,  tewl 
twice  and  referred  .... 

reported  without  amendment     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Declaration  of  Independence,  a  letter  firom  tht 
Secretary  of  State  in  relation  to  two  boa- 
dred  fac  simile  copies  of  the,  xeferrad 
joint  reaolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  dii- 

tribution  of  aaid  copies  read  twice  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Delaware   and    Chesapeake  Canal    Coopaoj. 

(See  Chesapetiket  ^c) 
Denny,    Penelope,    the  mother   of  Lieuteneat 
Denny,  the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 
postponed  .... 

the  third  reading  negatived 
Desobry,  Benjamin,  a  bill  for  the  relief 
ported  and  read  twice    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed 
Detroit,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Church 
Anne,  to   extend   Lamed  street 
ported  and  read  twice    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  • 
Dill,  Elisa.    (See  Si.  Cktir,  General  Arthur.) 
Diplomatic  Interoourae,  the  Committee  of  Wsj* 
and  Means  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing the  expediency  of  reducing  the  sp- 

propriations  for 

Diatillera,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain,  reported 
and  read  twice       .        .        «       .       • 
debated     --.---■ 
^  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain,  reported  and 
read  twice      -        -        -        -       •       ■ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -       •       * 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased 
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Utilled  SpiHtt,  Mr.  Condict  pi^sfqt^d  a  peti»  * 
tion  of  9iiiidry  inhabitahts  of  New  Jferaey, 
prayingr  an  «x<;ise  dat}*  on  domestjc,  re- 
feri:^d    "       .'[       -        -        -        -        ..  801 
Mr.  BarCtatt  fubmitted  a  reiolntion  for  a  iax 
upon  donaieatic,  negatived       -        -        -  221^ 

'strict  iudges;^  the  Committcfe  on  the  Jadictaiy 
instracted  to  inqcrire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  acts  teapecting  the  eala- 
•  Tiea  of  -        -        -..'...'       .    812 

the  8«id  Qooinaiittee  instroct^d  to  inqtiire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  exi- 
gency arising  from  the  death  or  disability 
of  -» 815 

'tstrict  of  Coluinbia,  the  Committee  for  the»  ap- 
pointed        '-        -        -        -        -    ■     ,  .  798 

the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  instract-. 
ed  to  inqoire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding arms  ibr  the  militia  of  the    -        -    -811 

bill  to  regulate  fees  for  the  Registers  of-  the 
Orphans'  Court  in.  the,  reported  and  read 
twice..   -        ^  -        -        -        -  1001 

ordered  to  thethird  reading        .        •        •  2602 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -2606 

Mr.  Kent  presented  the  j»etition'of  certain 
inftabitants.of  the,  respecting  a  changfo  in 
the  form  of  government  for  the,  referred  1202 

a  bill  ta  provide  for  (be  government  of  the» 
read  twice      -        -     .   -     .  -        -        -  1675 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  remonstrance  from  cer- 
tain inhabitant  of  Washington  against 
thehiir  -        -    .    -        -    .     -       •-        -  1766 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  umilar  petition  from 
Alexandria    -        -        -  -       -        •        .  1756 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  similar  one  from  the 
Xievy  Court  of  Alexandria   .  •        -,       -  1756 

Mr.  Ross  sabmitted  a  resolution  reitpecting 

a  dele^^ate  from  the,  to  represent  the  same 

in  Congress  -      •  -        -        -        -        -  1504 

laid  on  the  tabte        -        -        -        -        -  1506 

a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 

■  ment,  with  a  report  of  incorporated  lands 

in  the,  kid  on  the  table  r        -        ••        •  1G20 
Senate  bin  for  altering  the  times  of  holding 

courts  in  the-        •     •  -        -        -.      -  2001 
read  twice  -        -        -        -        *        -  2026 

referred     -         -         -         -         -'    '    -         .  2099 
reportod  with  amcndmants        -        -        -  2551 
read  the  thiril  time,  and  passed  -        -        I  2556 
Senate  biU  supplementary'  to  the  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Turnpike  Company  iA  the, 
read  twice  and  ref<^rred  -        .        .        .  2491 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  2698 
the  Committee  en  the  Judiciary  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
an  act  of  Maryland  respecting  protested 
bitlsof  exchange  in  the-        -        -        -2506 

^oiire,  Lewis  and  otliers,  an  adverse  report- on 

the  petition  of,  laid  on  (he  table      -        -  2541 

>0D nelson,  John,  Stephen  Heard,  and  others,  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       •        -        -        -        •  UOO 
considered         -  .     -        -        -        -  2490, 2493 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2493 

rejected     -.-....  2495 

Senate  bill  (or  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of       -  2622 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -  2630 

I8th  Con.  1st  SE8a.^D^ 


Donnelson,  John,  and  others— continued.  -  Page. 

bill  reported  with  an  amendment  inserting 

the  name  of  Thomas  Cnrr         -        -        2675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2682 
Doorkeepers,  B.  Bdrch  and  J.  O.  Dunn  appointed    796 
Drawbacks,  the  Comm'ittee  of  Ways  and  Means 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing,  on  goods  imported  into  New 
York,  Philadelphia^  and  Baltimore  -  1529 

Duane,  William,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice  and  referred  -        -        -        -  24'64 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        ir  2480 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       •        -.       -.2556 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2575 
Dubord,  A  nn9,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of        -  2622 
read  twjce,  and  referred     -        -        -        -  2630 
Duck  and  Cotton  Bagging,  Mr.  Cassedy  present- 
ed the  petition  of  certain  manufacturers 
of,  referred    -        -        -        -        .        -    876 

Duncan,  Jonas,  a  bill  fur  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       -        -        - .;    -        -  1551 

-  ordered  to  the  third  reading  ■     -<        .        -  2498 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .-  2500 

Duncan,  Matthew,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  instructed  to  allow  him  to  diange 
his  present  location  of  land    ...  I788 

Pjinn,  John  Oswald  Dunn.    (See  Doorkeeper,) 
Dunn,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  8ergeant-at- 

Arms    -     .   -        r        .        •       .-        •    796^ 
Durfecr  Job,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended     -        -    798 
Duties  on  Imports,  a  bill  to*  amend  the  sevetal  \ 

acts  imposing,  reported,  and  read  twice  -    960^  - 
a  copy  of  the  bill      -        ;        .        .        .*   960 
considered         -        -        -        -        -1469,1471 

Mr.  Gambreleng  submitted  a  statement  in 

relation  to  practical  :operations  of  the  bill  1487 

the  bill  considered     -         1506,  1540,  1552,  1567 

Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 

respecting  the.  probable  effect  of  the  bill  -  1580 

*  .  1676 

debated     ....  1612,  1623,  1628 

bid  on  the  table        -        -        -        -        -  1629 

the  bill  under  consideration        1625,  1629,  16G6, 

1676,  1682,  170^,  1735,  1740,1750,1754,  1758 

1791,  1859»1870,  1680,  1894,  1907,1915,1961 

1962,  2001,  2026,  2100,  2154,  2173, 2209, 2213 

2237,  2258.  2289, 2295,  2318,  2335 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2344 

read  the  third  time    -        .        ^        .        .  2357 

considered         -        *•        -   •     .        •        •  2400 

passed       -        -         -        .       ..    '    .         .  2429 

amendments  read,  and  referred  -        •        -  2607 

■  report  ;Dade      -        .        ..       .        .        .  2620 

considered         -        -        -        -        -        -  2622 

the  Senate  insist  on  certain  amendmanla  -  2631 

.   the  House  adheres    •         -        -        .        -  2633. 

(Qpmmittee  of  conference  appointed    -        -  2635 

report  made      -         -        -        -        •        -  2669 

considered         -        -        -        -        -   ■.    -  2672 

concurred  in     -        -        .        .        .        •  2675 
the  Committee  on  Agriculture  instracted  to 
inquire  whether  an  increase  of,  will  ben- 
efit agriculturists  -        -        .        .        .  1662 
their  report  in  full     -.       -        -        •        -  1857' 
Mr.  Stewart  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  at  the  next  session  re- 
specting bonds  given  for        -        -        ^2711 
amended  and  agreed  to     -        -        -        -  2759 
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Duties  on'Tonnnge,  6lc,,  Sepate  bill  conceroing 

dUcriminating  -  -  -  -  -  911 
bill  read  the  Brat  and  second  time  -  -  912^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -*  .912 

a  bill  to  revive  certain  sections  of  the  act  to 

collect,  reported  and  read  twice      -        -  1099 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .     -       *  -        -  2617 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  -        -        -  2631 
Mr.  Breck  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
any,  which  may  be   imposed   by  Great 

•  Britain 1789 

laid  on  the  table 1790 

modified,  agreed  to,  ftnd  referred      .-        ~  1808 
report  laid  on  the  table      -        .        -        -  2694 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
pealing a  certain  act  respecting      -        -  1870 

Duvall,  Mareen,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      -----  1319 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .        -  2496 

read  the  third  time  and  passed  -        -  2500 

Dutal,  William  P.     (See  Florida.) 

Dwight,  Henry  W.,  of  Massachusetts,  attended     793 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  for  tending  an 

Agent  to  Greece 1116 

Dwinell,Justin,  of  New  York,  attended    •        -     793 

E. 

Earle,  William  Nichols,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

reported  and  read  twice  -        -        -  1063 

ordered  to  the  third  reading    .   -        -        -  2489 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  -        -        -  2491 

fiaton,  Lewis,  of  New  York,  attended      •        -  793 

Baton,  William,  the  petition  of,  referred   •         -  2334 

the  committee  discharged          ...  2547 

Eddy,  Samuel,  of  Khode  Uland,  attended         -  793 
Educational  Purpoees,  Mr.  Kent  submitted  a 

resolution  respecting  grants  of  land  for  -  834 

Edwards,  Ninian,  the  Speaker  communicated 
an  address  from,  in  relation  to  certain 
charges  against  him,  with  notes  and  doc- 

umenU 2431 

considered         -        .        •        ^        •        -  2450 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        -  2455 
a  report  made  -        -        -        •    .    -        -  2471 
concurred  in     -        -        •        *        -        -  2479 
Mr.  Forsyth  submitted  a  resolution  to  in- 
form the  President  of  the  investigation 
ordered  by  the  House    ....  2459 
a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply  to  in- 
formation of  proceedings  in  the  case,  laid 

on  the  Uble 2480 

the  report  of  the  investigating  commiltee  in 

full 2713 

a  ooaMDanication  from  the  Secretary  «f  the 

Treasury  in  relation  to  -        •        -  2596,  2738 
a  debate  concerning,  artstng  on  a  question 

of  adjournment 2649 

Mr.  Livingston  subnitfed  a  resolution  to 
allow  the  Committee  to  lit  afler  the  ad- 
journment      2756 

agreed  to 2761 

a  debate  on  a  publication  of  Mr.  Randolph 

in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  committee  2766 
an  order  to  allow  witnesses  the  usual  per 

diem  allowance      .        .        .        -        .  2769 
the  report  of  the  investigating  committee 
afler  the  adjournment    -        -        -        .  2770 
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Edwards,  Ninian — continued.  Yk- 

the  testimony  and  docaments  acooa^;- 

ing  the  report  -  -  -  -  .  r: 
the  testimony  of  James  L.  Anthoay  •  •  Hs^ 
of  John  8.  Barbour  -  -  •  -^ 
of  Thomas  H.  Benton  •  -  •  28? 
of  Abraham  Bradley  -  -  -  -Srt- 
of  Overton  Carr  -        -       -      -  O 

of  Langdon  Chevac  -  -  -  •  ^' 
of  Daniel  P.  Cook  -  -  -  SSJ 
of  Asbury  Dickios  -  -  .  .r*5 
'  of  Tbcttus  Dun^n  -  -  .  .  rt: 
of  Jeremia^Elkins  -  -  -  -33: 
of  David  English  -  .  .  T^e 
of  James  Floyd  •  -  -  -  •  XTT. 
of  John  Forsyth  -        -       -      .  ^, 

of  William  &.  Hodgson 
of  Asa  E.  Hough        ... 
of  Jonathan  Jennings 
of  Edward  Jones         .        -       . 
of  Alexander  Kerr 
of  Daniel  Kurtx  -        -        -       - 
of  Adelaide  Lindsley  ... 
of  John  Mason  .... 
of  S.  M.  McKean 
of  James  McKenna    ... 
of  Jacob  Morgan         ... 
of  Jeremiah  Nelson    ... 
of  R.  Newell      .... 
of  Augustine  Newton 
of  James  Noble-         -        -       .  3d?i,t£> 

of  Eliza  Queen ^ 

of  Henry  W.  Queen  -  .  .  -  »• 
of  William  Rhodes  -  -  .  .  r?.' 
of  Thomas  F.  Riddiek         -       -      •  3?^ 

of  J.  C.  Rives K 

of  James  Sanderson  •  •  ..  •  tTT' 
of  William  W.  Seaton 
of  Richard  Smith  ... 
of  Thomas  Swan  ... 
of  George  Sweeny  .  ^  . 
of  Jonah  Thompson  ... 
of  Psfter  G.  Washington  -  -2792.^^ 
of  C.  H.  W.  Wharton  -  -  -  N 
sUtemenU  W,  X,  Y,  Z,  .  -  -  -Ti^ 
the  examination  of  Mr.  Edwards  2807,2834,  i^^ 

a  list  of  the  departure  and  arrival  of  the 
mails  between  Washington  and  Ed- 
wards ville     -        -        -         .        .      .  i^ 

a  letter  from  W.  H.  Crawford  to  Richard 
M.  Johnson  -        -         -         -        .      -  ti?J3 

a  list  of  notes  enclosed  in  a  letter  from  W. 
H.Crawford 2^" 

a  copy  of  letters  from  W.  H.  Crawford, 
found  on  the  files  of  the  Receiver's  Office 
at  Edwardsville    -         -         .  2S47,2848>; 

a  copy  of  other  letters  from  the  same        *  ^ 

a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Benjamin  btepheo- 
son  to  W.  H.  Crawford 

statement  No.  1.  of  the  Bank  <^  Steu- 
benvilie  ...... 

statement  No.  2.  from  the  Bank  of  Too)* 
bigbee  .-....- 

extract  of  a  letter  from  George  F.  Stiotker 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury     - 

copy  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Slootothe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury      .-        ,      .  2S»^ 

copy  of  s  letter  from  tho  Siecrettrj  of  ^v 
to  the  committee  -        -        .        . 
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Edwards,  Ninian — continued.  Page, 

copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Edwarda  to  the 

Secretary  of  War  -        -        -        •        -  2858 
letter  from  Nathaniel  Frye  to  the  Secretary 

of  War 2858 

lettter  from  Mr.  Edwards  to  the  Paymaster 

General S869 

copy  of  a  list  of  drafts  drawn  by  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  Bank  of  Misaouri        -        -  2859 
replication  of,  to  Mr.  Crawford's  communi- 
,     cation  to  the  committee         ...  2861 
communications  of,  to  the  chairmafi  of  the 
committee    -        -        -          2886, 2906, -29 15 
Edwards,  Weldon   N.,  of  North  Carolina,  at- 
tended - 794 

Edwardsville,  a  bill  to  define  t^e  boundary  line 
of,   and  Springfield,  reported   and  read 
twice    .......  1460 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1471 

the  Commitiee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  defining 
the  boundary  line  between,  and  Sangamo    986 
Elections,  the  Committee  of,  appointed  -    798 

said  committee  instructed  if  any  of  the  mem- 
bers were  not  at  the  time  of  elections  in- 
habitants of  the^tate  where  elected        •  1662 
report  made  '    .        -        .        -        .        .  1733 
(See  Contested  Elections.) 
Ellis,  William  Uox,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     793 
Engineer  Corps,  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs instructed  to  inquire  into  the  organi- 
zation, dec,  of  the  -        '.        .        .     890 
English  Turn.     (See  Louisiana.) 
Engrossed   Bills,  a  resolution  to  postpone  all, 

until  the  neit  session    ....  2765 

Esclava,  Don  Miguel,  Mr.  Owen  presented  the 
petition  of  Thomss  F.  Townley  in  behalf 
of  himself  and  other  heirs  of,  referred      -     867 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported 

and  read 1126 

considered 2494 

postponed  ......  2495 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2542 
Evans,  Edward,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       -        -        -        -        -  2505 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2510 
Execution,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieney  of 
altering  the  act  concerning  writs  of        -   1894 

F. 

Fanning,  John  B.,  a  bill  fiir  the  relief  of  Edward 
Barnard,  administrator  of,  reported  and 
read  twiee     ......  2505 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2508 

Farrelly,  Patrick,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     •    79;t 
remarks  of,  on  sending  an  agent  to  Greece  1155 
Farrow,  Nimrod  8.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 

Richard  Harris 2699 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -      .  -  2700 

reported 2710 

considered,  and  laid  on  the  tabU        -        -  2760 
Findlay,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -     793 

Finances,  annual  report  in  full  en  the  state  of 

the        r        ------     919 

Firmsn,  Joseph,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

of,  reported  and  read  twice  ...  2494 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2505 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2507 


Page. 
Fisher,  Gheorge,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  .....  1757 
bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  -  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2504 
amendments  referred  ....  2696 
reported  and  agreed  to      ...        -  2698 

Fisher,  Herman,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....  2606 

Fitch,  Pelatiah,  the  Secretary  of  State  requested 
to  report  at  next  session  upon  the  claim 
of 2711 

Five  Sisters,  a  bill  to  authorize  a  register  for  the 

schooner,  reported  and  read  twice  -        -2510 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  2548 
Florida,  a  letter  from  Samuel  R.  Overton  and 
Joseph  M.  White,  commissioners  on  lands 
in  West,  asking  extension  of  time,  read 
and  laid  on  the  ubie      ....    798 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
a  tract  of  land  to,  for  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment      808 

a  bill  providing  a  grant  of  land  for  that  pur- 
pose, reported  and  read  twice        -        -  IfOO 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •  2648 
Mr.  McLane  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  correspondence  with  Spain  in  re- 
lation to  the  Florida  Treaty   -        .        -     811 
agreed  to  ......    814 

a  message  in  reply  laid  on  the  table        -1319 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  time  for  the  settlement  of  private 
land  claims  in,  East  and  West       -        -    830 
a   bill  for   the   settlement  of  private   land 

claims  in,  reported  and  read  twice  -  -  957 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  988 
amendments  received  -  -  '  -  •  1429 
referred     --.---.  1462 

report  made 1550 

concurred  in     .' 1567 

the  Committee  on  Commerce  instructed  to 
inquire  concerning  the  exclusion  of  for- 
eign  and  the  protection    of  American 
wreckers  on  the  coast  of        -        -        •     837 
a  bill  concerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  of,      / 

reported  and  read  twice  ...  1904 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2700 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        -  2709 

a  bill  for  opening  certaiii  public  roads  in, 

reported  and  read  -        -        -        •    876 

considered 926 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  930 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  932 
a  copy  of  certain  act#  of  the  Legislature  of, 

referred 917 

a  letter  from  William  F.  Duvall,  Governor 
of,  with  copies  of  certain  acts  of,  laid  on 

the  table 1263 

a  bill  granting  donations  of  land  to  certain 

actual  settlers  in,  reported  and  read  twice  1319 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -2681 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        -  2648 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Territorial  government  in,  reported 

and  read  twice 1702 

-  ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2665 
amended  •••...-  2669 
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Florida — coDtinoeJ.  Page, 

bill  read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        •  2676 
amendments  received        ...        -  2699 
concurred  in    -----        •  2700 
Mr.  Call  presented  a  petition  from  the  in- 
habitants of  East,  in  relation  to  a  right 
claimed   by  Indians  to  certain  negroes, 
referred         -        -        -       »-        -        -  1756 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  petition 

referred  to  tbe  Secretary  of  War    -        -  1792 
Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  in  regard  to  tbe  compen- 
sation of  tbe  commissioners  to  examine 

land  tiUes  in 1786 

agreed  to-        -        •        -        •        -        -  1793 

a  message  in  reply  laid  on   the  table        -  1961 

a  messsge  transmitting  certain  documents 

from  Alexander  Hamilton  in  relation  to 

lands  in  East,  referred   .        -        -        -  2648 

a  report  made  --..--  2760 

Floyd,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended    ...    866 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -        -        -  1897 

remarks  of,  on  the  case  of  Ninian  Edwards  2451, 

2476 

on  a  motion  to  exclude  him  from  serving 

on  tbe  committee  in  tbe  above  esse        -  2459 

Foote,  Charles  A.,  of  New  York,  attended        -     793 

Foot,  Samuel  A.,  of  Connecticut,  attended       -    798 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals 1463 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    -        -        -  1493 
speech  of,  on  the  same      ....  2296 
Forbes,  John.     {See  MeAHisfer,John.) 
Foreign  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed  -    799 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  the  above  committee     799 

Foreigners,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prohibiting  by  law  the  employment  of, 
in  the  public  offices        ....  1757 
Forman,  Robert  S.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -        -        -  1126 
ordered  to  tbe  third  reading      ...  2494 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2496 

Forrest,  Joseph,  Senate  bill  fot  the  relief  of      -  2696 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        •        .  2697 

reported  without  amendments  ...  2759 

Torsy  th,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended  -        -    794 

a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Elections  in 

relation  to    -        -      ^  -        -        -        -  1733 
remarks  of,  on  the  address  of  Ninian  Ed- 
wards ....         2454,  2472,  2476 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  adjoorn- 

ment 2660,2663 

the  testimony  of,  in  the  case  of  Ninian  Ed- 
wards .......  2803 

Fortifications,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 

certain,  reported,  and  read  twice    -        -  1291 

debated 2455,2460 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        - .       -  2463 
read  the  third  time    .....  2466 

passed 2469 

a  messsge  and  report  in  reply  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  last  session  in  relation  to  tbe 
number  d^c  of  the,  laid  on  the  table      -  1739 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
a  detailed  report  at  the  next  session  re- 
specting         2495 

laid  on  the  table 2500 


m 

r.i 


ITiS 


81: 


Fortifications— .continued.  P^. 

reaoliHion ooDsidered ;  again  laid  00. table-  2^ 

Mr.   Cocke  sobmftted  &  resoUition  caUio^ 

for  a  detailed  report  at  the  next  aessioa  ia 

relation  to  the  oontem plated  -        -       - 1:4* 

adopted'  -        -        -        -         -        -       -  ^ 

Fort  Qriswold,  the  committee  instmetad  to  ia- 

ooire  into  tbe  expedicocy  of  compleltnf  I^IT 
Fort  Sl  PhUip.    (See  kotuL) 
Fort  Washington,  the  committfee  instructed  ts 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  enlaigiog  VS[ 
'  a  repoM  in  relation  Id  the  porchnae  of  addi- 
tional ground  for,  laid  on  the  taUe 

Fountain,  Garrett,  an  «dv^rse  report  made  on 
the  petition  of      -   *     - 
rejected,  and  tl^  committee  instructed  to 

bring  in  a  biUfor  the  relief  of 
a  bill  reported,  4bid  resd '  -         .        .       - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading* 
•  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Forward,  Walter,  of  PennsylTanta,'  attended    - 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -     •  -  1677, 1143 
Pranking  Pririlege,  Mr.  Brent  sabmitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  the  extension  of  the. 
adopted         -        -      .  - 

French  Spoliations*  Mr.  Hemphill  sabmitted  a 
resolution  calling  for  information  in  re- 
lation to  .      -         -         . 
message  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table     - 
referred    -         -         -         -         -         -        .  li^ 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  the  memorial  of 

.  sundry  Insurance  Companies  of  Phiia- 

delphia  respecting     ..... 

Mr.  Crowninsbield  presented  a  similar  one 

from  Massachusetts        -        •        - 
Mr.  McKim  presented  one  from  Baltimore 
Mr.  Mercer  presented  one  from  Alexandria, 
referred         -        -         -        -         -       - 

Mr.  Burleigh  presented  one  from  Keane- 
bunk,  referred        ..... 

a  report  made  .         -         •         .         >  1906, 27iU 
Mr.  Longfellow  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  the  correspondence  on  thesabject  of  t^l 
agreed  to-        -        -         .         -        .        -" 
message  in  reply      ..... 

a  report  on  the  subject  of,  in  full 
considered        -        .         .... 

agreed  to  -.-.-- 

Friends,  Mr.  Long  presented  the  meoiorial  of 
the  Society  of,  in  N^w  Garden,  North 
Carolina,  in   relation  to  slavery  in  tbe 
District  of  Columbia,  referred 
the  committee  discharged  and  the  Memorial 
laid  on  the  uble    -        -        -        .       .  15^ 

Frontier  Defence,  the  Committee  on  Military  A^ 

fairs  directed  to  report  at  the  next  session 

a  plan  for      -        -        •        -        .        - 

Frost,  Joel,  of  New  York,  attended  -        .       - 

Fuller,  Timothy,  of  Massachusetts,  attended    - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mr». 
Perry    ..----- 

on  the  resolution  for  sending  an  Agent  to 
Greece  .--.--- 

on  the  Tariff  bill 

speech  of,  on  the  Massachusetis  contested 
election  -        •        -        .        .       - 

remarks  of,  on  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards  - 

the  correction  of  an  error  in  a  report  of  his 
remarkij,  (note)      ..... 
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Fuhon,  Robert,  Mr.  Van  Rennelaer  preraoted 
the  petition  of  Charles  A.  Dale  in  behalf 
of  the  heirs  of|  referred  •        .        -        •  1756 
f^y  ABd  Spalding,  a  memorial  and  documents  in 

relation  to«  referred  ....  1429 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  -  -  •  -  -2152 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2504 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -      ^.  2506L 

Cfailiard,  John,  a  message  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  House  of  the  election  of,  as 
President  jTTO  tempore  of  the  Senate       •  2682 
Okmble,  John  M.,  Mr.  Holcombe  presented  the 
memorial  oi,  praj^ing  an  allowance  of  cer- 
tain prize  money,  referred      -        -        -  1954 
Garnett,  Robert  Sf  of  Virginia,  attended  -        -    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -        -  1513, 1615 
speech  of;  on  the  same       .        -        -  1682, 2082 
Garrison,  Daniel,  of  New  Jersey,  attended        -     793 
Gatlin,  Alfred  M.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -     794 
Gautrais,  Don  Harpin  de  la,  Senate  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of,  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred   -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1905 

Gazlay,  James  W.,  of  Ohio,  attended        -        •    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  New  York  contested  elec- 
tion      - 952 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of  roads 
and  canals     .--.--  1414 

'^  General  Jackson,"  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Frands  G.  Macy  and  others,  with  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the-o  wners  of  the  ship,  read 
twice    -        -         -    .    -        -        -        -  1064 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        •        -  2489 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2493 

General  Land  Office,  Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a 
.  resolution  in  relation  to  additional  clerks 

for  the -    887 

considered  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -    892 
a  communication  from  the  Commissioner  of 
•  the,  asking  an  additional  number  of  clerks, 

referred  .       •-        .        -        -        -  1320 

Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  employment  of 

assistants  in  the     -        -        -        -        -  1766 

read  and  referred       .        .        -        -        -  1769 

reported  without  amendment     .        -        -  1793 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  1808 

General  Post  Office.     (See  Post  Office'  Depart- 

ment.) 
Georgia,  a  Message  enclosing  a  document  relat- 
ing to  the  compact  between  the  United 
States  and,  referred  to  a  select  committee  1961 
a  report  made  in  full         ....  2348 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  •     •  2357 
Mr.  Cobb  presented  a  memorial  respecting 
the  extinguishment  of  the  Creek  title  to 

lands  in,  referred 2151 

a  bill  for  the  extinguishment  of  said  title 

reported  and  read  twice  -        -        -        -  2152 
Mr.  Forsyth  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
State  of,  in  relation  to  the  boundary  line 
between  said  State  and  Alabama,  referred  2212 

Georgia  Militia  Claims,  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Georgia  in  relation  to,  referred  -    802 

adverse  report  made 1232 

a  motion  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  payment 
of,  objected  to 1470 


Page. 

Giffin,  David,  and  Samuel  Hoag,  a  bill-  for  the 

relief  of,  reported  and  read  twice    -        .    958 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2488 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2491 

Gist,  Joseph,  of  South  Carolina,  attended         -    794 

Gold,  Silver,  dice,  Senate  bill  to  regulate  the 

transportation  of,  and  for  other  purposes  1766 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  1769 
reported  without  amendment    -        •        .  2334 

Goldsmith,  Morris,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 
Anthony  Roderick,  reported   and   read 
twice    -        .  •     .        -        -        -        -  ig73 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  9504 
read  the  third  tame,  and  passed  -        -  2506 

GoUeher,  John,  the  Committee  of  Claims  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  compessa- 
tion  for  certain  losses    ....  1451 

Goods,  Wares,  d&c,  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  all  imported,  to 
be  secured  in  warehouses  without  payment    832 

Goven,  Andrew  R.,  of  South  Carolina,  attended    797 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    ...  1678 
speech  of,,  on  the  same      -        -        -        -  2318- 
Gove,  George  R.  R.,  a  bill  for  the'  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -        .        .    986 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2489 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - '       -        -  2491 
Government,  \'  bill  making  partial  appropria- 
tioiTs  for  the  support  of,  reported  and 

read  twice 1000 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  lOOl 
amendments  received  snd  concurred  in     -  1043 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of,  for  the  year  1824,  reported  and  read 

twice 1163 

debated     -     1762,  1763,  1766,  1770,  1777,  1790 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1791 

amendments  received        ....  1914 

debated 1945,  1954 

agreement  to  some,  and  disagreement  to 

others 1958 

Grace,  William,  the  committee  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  compensat- 
ing for  certain  losses      .    .    -        -    .    •  1461 
Gracie,   Archibald,  the  Speaker  presented  the 

memorial  of,  laid  on  the  table         -        -    829 
Gratiot,  Colonel  Charles,  Mr.  Scott  presented  the 

petition  of 886 

referred 887 

Gray,  William  F.,  postmaster   at   Fredericks-  . 
burg,   the   Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  instructed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning additional  compensation  for       -  1371 

Greece,  Mr.  Webster  submitted  a  resolution  for 

sending  an  Agent  to     -        -        -        -    805 

laid  on  the  table 806 

considered         -      1084,  1104,  U27,  1145,  1166, 

1181,  1204 
Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  certain  information  in  relation  to 

the  Greeks 843 

modified  and  agreed  to      •        -       .-        -     847 
a  message  and  documents  in  reply,  laid  on 

the  table 914 

Mr.  Breck  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  commerce  with 
Asia  Minor,  Egypt,  and         -        -        -    849 
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Ck«6€«— continned.  Page, 

reiolntion  conridered        ....    870 
amended  and  agreed  to     •        •        •        •    917 
report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table        -        •  1063 
Mr.  Morgan  preaented  a  memorial  from  the 
citizens  of  New  York  in  relation  to,  laid 

on  the  table 889 

a  reeolution  from  8oath  Carolina  reapect* 
ing   the  independence  of,  laid  on   the 

Ubie 916 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  citisens  of  Boston  praying  aid  to, 
laid  on  the  table    -        -  -      -        •        -    981 
a  similar  one  from  Washington  City  -  1083 

Gregory,  Francis  H.,  Senate  bill  for  rewarding 

the  officers  and  crew  under    .        -        -  1203 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        •        -  1215 

reported  without  amendment    .        -        -  1322 

^  ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2M)7 

*  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2509 

Goichot,  Maturin,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed and  read  twice  ....  2494 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2505 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2507 
Gurley,  Henry  H.,.of  Louisiana,  attended        -    842 
remarks  of,  eii  a  bill  for  opening  certain 
roads  in  Flbrida    ....     927,  928 

on  the  Tariff  bill 1545 

Gwynn,  Charles,  Senate  trill  for  the  rylief  of, 

read  twice  and  referred  ....  I960 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  2026 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        -  2510 

H. 

Hall,  William*  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....  1739 
Hall,  Thomas  H.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     797 
remarks  of,  on  the  Masaachosetta  conteatad 

election  -     * 1852 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  sundry  documents  from, 
in  relation  to  land  tidea  in  Florida,  re- 
ferred     2648 

the  committee  discharged  -        .        .        .  2681 

again  referred 2698 

repojtmade 2760 

Hamilton,  James,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  •  794 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry 965 

remarks  of,  on  the  same  .  .  -  •  982 
remarks  of,  on  the  TarilT  bill    -        -  1484,  1499, 

1514,  1518,  1540,  1749 
speech  of,  on  the  same  ....  2177 
remarka  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Tod^s  speech  on 

the  Tariff 2232 

remarka  of,  en  the  adjournment         -        -  2652 

Harper's  Ferry,  Mr.  Mercer  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  a  bridge  across  the  She- 
nandoah near,  agreed  to         -        •        -  1873 
Harlin,  George,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      .....  i502 
Mr.  Moore  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
information  respecting  an  error  in  the  lo- 
cation of  land  reserved  to       -        -        -  2430 

agreed  to 2458 

e  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  2494 
Harris,  Richard.    (See  Farrow,  Nimrod.) 
Harris,  Robert,  of  PennsyWania,  attended         -     798 
Harvey,  Matthew,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended    793 


Hawkins,  Mary  H.,  a  Mil  for  the  rriief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     -        -       -      •  17S9 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -       -      •  S5d} 
read  the  third  time,  and  paeeed  -  -SIM 

Hay  den,  Moses,  of  New  York,  attend^  -      •  113 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -        -      •  1694 
Hayward,  William,  of  Maryland,  attended      •  73$ 
Heard,  Stephen.    (See  Donnelsan,  Join.) 
Heaton,  Orange,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 

tion  of,  and  Josiah  Hubbard,  concnrred  in  63( 

Hemphill,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  •  TS) 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill  for  making  a  rpsd 

from  Memphis  to  Little  Rock         -      •  911 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  sorvey  of  road* 
and  canala    -        •        -        •       .      .  Kl 
Henderson,  Major,  Mr.  Forsyth  preaented  the 
petition  of,    praying    compensstioo  for 
losses  in  the  Seminole  war,  referred      •  89 

Henley,  Arthur  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -       •       -  lOM 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -       -      •  S4S0 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -349 

Henry,  Robert  P.,  of  Kentucky,  attended  -       -  794 
remarks  of,  on  the  employment  of  troopi 

on  the  Florida  roads      -         ...  99 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mn. 

Perry 911 

remarka  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -       -      •  ISCi 
apeech  of,  on  the  bill  for  improving  the  nav- 
igation of  the  Ohio  and  Missiasippi  rivers  S5?8 
remarks  on  the  same         •        «       .      •  S597 
Herkimer,  John,  of  New  York,  attended  •      •  9& 
Herrickt  Ebeneier,  of  Maine,  attended     *      •   <^ 
Hewes,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  tlw 

relief  of 1345 

read  twiee,  and  referred     -        -       .      .  t39S 
reported  without  amendment    -  -  ^ 

Hill,  Colonel  Rees,  the  Committee  of  Claimt  in- 

structed  respecting  compensatiott  to      -  ^^ 
Hinds,  Thomas,  S.    (See  Symmes,  John  Ckva.) 
Hinea,  Henry,  the  Committee  on  Revolatiooaiy 
Pensions  instructed  to  place  the  name  oC 

on  the  roll     -* ^ 

Hoag,  Samuel.    (See  G{fin,  David,) 
Hobart,  Aaron,  of  Massachusetts,  attended      •  ^ 
Hobart,  Peter  H.,  Senate  bill  for  the  rehcf  of 
Lewis  Judson  and,  read  twice,  and  I^ 

ferred   -* 1»< 

a  report  made  ...        ...  1913 

the  bill  read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  the 
Uble      -        -        -        .        -        .      -«C> 

Hogan,  John  B.,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  ibftbe 

relief  of,  reported  and  read  twice    -      -  1^^ 
considered         ....  1870.1914 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        •      -  l^J^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      -  ^^^ 

Hogeboom,  James  L.,  of  New  Yoric,  attended  7^ 
remarks  of,  on  the'  Tariff  bUI      -  1659, 16SI 

on  the  appropriation  bill    -        -        .      •  17^1 

Holcombe,  George,  of  New  York,  attended     •   <^ 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals    .-.---  1^'* 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -       .      •  !^'< 

Holiday,  John,  Mr.  Sandford  submitted  a  resoio- 

tion  calling  for  information   concerDing 

the  claim  of  -        -        -        -        .      .  SJ< 

laid  on  the  table        -        -        •       .      -  lO^l 
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Holidaj,  John— con tiDued.  Pag«* 

a  bill  for  thr  relief  of,  reported  and   read 

twice     .--.---  1603 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        .        .  2498 

read  the  third  time,  and  pueed  -        *•  2600 

Hook,  Joeiah,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  -        -    986 

report  made      ......  ii26 

the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading   -        -  2606 
considered         -        -        -        -   '     .        -  2602 

passed 2603 

Hooks,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     -     794 
Houssaye,  Louis  de  la,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the 

petition  of  the  heirs  of,  referred      -        -    603 
Houston,  Samuel,  of  Tenneeses,  attended        -    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  resotution  for  sending  an 

agent  to  Greece 1160 

Howland,  John  H.,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  2622 
read  twice,  and  referred  «...  2630 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2666 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -2713 

Habbard,  Josiah.     (See  /fso/on,  Orange.) 
Huff,  Aaron,  Mr.  Wickliffe  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  heirs  o(  read  and  dis- 
^  agreed  to       •        •        -        ••.      - 

Huffman,  Benjamin,  a  bill  for  t)ie  relief  of»  re- 
ported and  read  twice    .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Hull,  Oliver,  and  others,  cultiyators  of  the  castor 
bean,  Mr.  Condict  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred    -..-•- 
Humphrey,  Chsrles,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 

J  sorted  and  read  twice    .... 
ered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Hydrometer,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  adoption  of 
a  new,  to  pro^e  liquors,  reported  and  re^d 
twice     -.-.-.. 

I. 

Iberrille  River,  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  removing  an  obstruction  in 
the,  placed  there  during  the  late  war      -  1786 
a  report  made  -•-...  2490 
Illinois,  a  bi^  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the 

district  court  in,  reported  and  read  twice  1856 
read  the  third  tiine,  and  passed        •        -  1870 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  better 
defining  tb#  boundaries  of  Edwardsville 
and  Sangamo  in    -        -        -        -        -     986 

the  Committee  instructed  to  inquire  what 
■  provision  is  necessary  to  enable  claimants 
to  lands  in,  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims  .......  1066 

Illinois  Grant.    (See  Indiana.) 
Importations  by  Natives  and  Aliens,  Mr.  Trim- 
ble submitted  a  resolution  calling  for  a  re- 
port at  the  n«xt  session  in  relation  to      -  2682 

agreed  to 2698 

Imprisonment  for  Debt,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  laws  so  as  to 

abolUh 805 

Senate  bill  to  abolish        ....  2288 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  2295 
reported  without  amendment    -    ■     -        -  2317 
Index,  the  Clerk  directed  to  prepare  an,  to  cer- 

tain  volumes  of  printed  documents         .    897 


2551 


-  2623 


-    802 


•    804 


827 


*  1586 


2888 

876 
917 
932 


889 

1163 
2496 
2600 


1893 


Index — continued.  PagOr 
a  resolution  to  allow  compensation  for  pre- 
paring the  said 

the  Clerk  directed  to  prepare  an,  to  the 
latest  edition  of  (he  Laws 

Indiana,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
a  further  extinguishment  of  Indian  title 
to  lands  in    -        - 

a  petition  of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 
the  United  States  courts,  referred  - 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  make  inquiries  respecting  unsold  lands 

the  same  committee  instructed  to  inquire  re- 
specting the  **  Illinois  Grant "  in    - 

Mr.  Test  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of,  respecting  relief  to  purchasers 
of  lands,  referred 1618 

the  committee  discharged  ....  ie08 

Mr.  Prince  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of,  in  relation  to  U^e  taxation  of. 
lands  in,  referred  .        -        .        .        .  1619 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  resolution  adopted 
by,  approbatory  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  respecting  foreign  relations,  laid 

on  the  table 

(See  Canals.) 
Indianapolis.     (See  Land  Offices*) 
Indian  Aflairs,  th^  Committee  on,  appointed 
Indian  Department,  a  report  from  the  Seoond 
Auditor  respecting  disbursemente  in  th», 
referred         --•... 

Indians,  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
relates  to  the,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Afiairs  -  '     - 

the  committee  instructed  respecting  three 
agencies  west  of  the  Mississippi 

a  bill  to  establish  two  agencies,  reported  and 
read  twice ^ 

debated 

recommitted     ...... 

reported  with  amendments        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .        . 

a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
with  a  list  of  licenses  granted  to  traders 
with  the        - 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  for  the 
civilisation  of  the  frontier      •        -        -       .. 

a  report  made,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  -  1878 

the  committee  instructed  respecting  the  pur- 
chase of  lands  by  the  President  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Indians 

Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  a  memorial  of  th» 
Board  of  Missions  respecting  the  cWilisa- 
tion  of  the,  referred        .        •        •        • 

a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  with  a  statement  of  expenditures 
for  the  civilisation  of  the,  laid  on  the  table  1208 

the  committee  directed  to  make  inquiries 
respecting  the  execution  of  the  act  to  abol- 
ish trading-houses  with  the    •        •        - 

a  report  made  and  laid  on  the  table  - 

Senate  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  hold 
treaties  with  the    •        -        •        •        -  2665 

read  twice,  and  referred    -  '     -        -        .  2676 

reported  without  amendment     ...  2681 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2701 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        -  2696 


1619 


-  799 


1619 


806 


1099 
1826 

1603 
2171 
2213 


829 


-  940 


-  1164 


-  1732 


1914 
2710 
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lAdisni — continued.  Page. 

a  bill  making  appr4}priation«  to  carry  into 

eiTcct  certain  treaties  with  the,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....  2694 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        ^  2695 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        -  2696 

ngham,  Samoel  D.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     793 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  1614,  1695,  1698,  1743 

1747 
Ingraham,  Henry,  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs instructed  to  report  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of   1894 

nvalid  Pensioners.     (See  Pcfuiontra,) 
Iron,  memorials  praying  additional  duty  on,  pre- 
sented and  referred        ...  931,  1083 
Isacks,  Jacob  C,  of  Tennessee,  attended  -    794 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tsriff  bill    -        -        -2135 

J. 

Jackson,  Archibald,  the  committee  to  put,  again 

on  the  pension  list         ....    g90 
Jackson  Courthouse.    (See  Pre-emption*    See 

also  8t.  Helena.) 
Jackson,  Peter  L.,  Mr.  Cobb  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 866 

James,  Mary,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and 

read  twice 932 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2481 
^ead  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2467 

Jenkins,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....    867 

recommitted 908 

a  report  made  recommending  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill,  laid  on  the  table  1100 
Jenkins,  Lemuel,  of  New  York,  attended         -    793 
Jenke,  Stephen,  and  Sons,  a  bill  foi  the  relief 

of,  reported  and  read  twice    -        -        -  2586 

Jennings,  Jonathan,  of  Indiana,  attended  •        -    797 

the  testimony  of,  in  case  of  Ninian  Edwarda  2804 

Jonathan,  Francis,  of  Kentucky,  attended        -    794 

Johnson,  James,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice  and  referred  ...  1620 

reported  without  amendmeola  -  •  -  1661 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2508 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -  2508 

Johnson,  John  T.,  of  Kentucky,  attended  -    794 

speech  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 

election 1819 

Johnson,  Joseph,  of  Virginia,  attended    -        -    794 
Jones,  Nathaniel,  a  hill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed and  read  twice  -  .     -        •        •        •  1503 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2498 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2500 

Journab  of  Congress,  Senate  joint  resolution 

for  the  purchase  of  certain  copiea  of  the  2631 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  •  -  '  -  2632 
reported  with  amendments  ...  2660 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2665 

Judges*    (See  DittrUt  Judgea») 
Judiciary,  the  Committee  on  the,  appointed       -    798 
Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  to  extend 

the  circuit  court  of  Alabama  -        -     805 

amended  so  aa  to  include  all  the  States  where 

no  circuits  are  now  held,  and  agreed  to  -  810 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  30th  section 
of  the  act  to  amend  the  -  .  -  -  891 
Mr.  W  ickliffe  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  repeal  of  the  25th  section  of  the 
act  to  establish  judicial  courts        -        -    915 


Judiciary^-continued.  Pi|i 

resolution*  agreed  to  ....  %j^ 

a  reoort  that  the  repeal  is  not  expc4ieat, 

laid  on  the  table  -  *  •  -  •  3. 
a  bill  better  to  provide  for  taking  eride&a 
in  the  Unitea  States  Courts  reporisd  as^ 
read  twice  -  -  -  -  •  -  I59J 
the  committee  instructed  to  inqniie  into  the 
expediency  of  designating  jurora  to  isnc 
in  United  States  Courts,  in  conforsiitj 
to  the  mode  adopted  in  the  State  coum  3 

the  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  suadn 
lawyers  in  Kentucky,  preying  a  norgini- 
zation  of  the,  referred     .        .       •      .  uif 
a  bill  further  to  amend  the,  reported  •      •  \Th 
read  twice        -        -        -        -       -      .  IM 
considered         •        -        -        .       .      .  S6:7 
the  committee  instructed  lo  inquire  ioto  tl» 
expediency  of  increasing  the  per  diem 
allowance  to  jurors        -        -       -      -ISO 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing accommodations  lor  the  (Jnited  8uta 
courts  in  the  several  States    -       •      -  176 
Judson,  Lewis,    f  See  Hobart,  Peter  H.) 
Jurors.     (See  JtuUeiart/.) 


K. 

Kelly,  Hanson,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  oi;  retd 
twice  and  referred         -         .        •      • 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Kendall,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  report- 
ed and  read  twice  .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Kennebunk.  .  (See  Frtneh  Spotiotiom.) 
Kennon»  Beverly,  Lieutenant*  Mr.  Alexander 
submitted  a  resolution   calling  for  pro* 
ceedings  of  a  court-martial  on        -       - 
agreed  to  ---..- 

a  message  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table 
Kent,  Joseph,  of  Maryland,  attended 
Kentucky,  the  Committee  on  the  Judidaiy  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  a  judidil 
district  in      -        •        -         .        .       • 
a  bill  to  divide  the  district  of,  into  two  Jadi- 
cial  districts,  reported  and  read  twice     - 

Mr.  Letcher  presented  a  renmnstrance  of, 
against  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
in  relation  to  the  Occupying  Clsimiflt 
Laws    --..--- 
considered         -        -        -        -        2514, 
Senate  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of,  read  twice  and  referred    - 
reported  without  amendment     .        .      • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Senate  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  thecoorti 
in  Ohio  and,  read  twice  aiM  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment    .-        •      - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Mr.  Moore  presented  a  petition  from  the 
trustees  of  an  institution  for  the  deaf  so(i 
dumb  in,  praying  aid,  referred 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  said  institntioa,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     -         .        .       • 
the  report  in  full       .         .        .        .       - 

Kidder,  David,  of  Maine,  attended    .        -       - 
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Kiogt  Banjamin,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

aniireadtmc^  •  -  -  -  -2471 
ordered  to  iha  third  reading  ...  2605 
.read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  -S506 

King}  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

•ad  read  twice       -        -        -•       -        -  1319 
Klngry,  Joseph,   tha  Committee  on  Pensions    , 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  placing,  on  the  pension  list       .  -        •  2344 
Kremer,  George,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    -*   793 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  rslief  of  Mrs. 

Perry   -        --,        -      .--984 
on  the  Appropriation  bill  -        1781,1783,   1890 
on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards    -        -  2473 
Kreymborg  6t  Bagedom,  qdill  -maniilactttrsrs, 
Mr.  Brece:^resented  the  petition  of,  re- 
ferred   -        - 931 

.  L. 

Laducier,  Jeaii  Baptiste.  (See  MyotUf  Jacques.)  - 
l^aCayette,  Mr.  Mitchell  aubmitted  a  joint  reao- 
lution  in  relation  to  the  intended  viait  of, 
laid  on  the  table    -     •   -        •        -  ,     -     986 
referred     -  •      -        -        -        *        -        -  1004 
reported  with  amendments     .   •        -        -  llOL 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  1104 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased        -  •       -  1 127 
amendments  received        -        -        •        -  1233 
concurred  in     .....        -  1263 

Lake  Brie,  Mr.  Whittlesey  Submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  survey  of  the  south 
shore  of,  laid  oo  the  table       ...  2595 
Lambert,  William.     (See  Capital.) 
Land  Claims.  .Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution 
for  appointing  a  committee  on  French, 
British,  and  Spanish      ....    847 

laid  on  the  Uble        -        -        -        -        -     848 

Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  to  appoint 

a  commissioner  to  adjust        -        -        -    873 
amended  -        «-       -        -     ■   ,        -        -    874 
debated    -        -        . .       -        .        -        -    882 
laid  on  the  table        -        -        -        •        •    886 
Mr.  Scott  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 

records  ot^  dec       -    '    -  .      •        -        -    987 
agreed  to  •        -  .     -        ^        -        -        -  1001 
reply        -        -        -        ...        .  1322 

Land  OHices,  a  bijl  supplementary  to  the  act 
for  the  correction  of  errors  in  entries  at, 
reported  and  read  -        .        .        -        •    829 
considered        ------     839 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    842 
recommitted      ......    844 

reported  with  amendments        ...    876 
considered         ......  2464 

read  the  third  time,  and4>asaed  ...  2480 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in      -  2712 
Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a  resolution  calling 

fur  a  list  of  defaulters  in  the  -        -        -« '   833 
agreed  to-         -         •         -         -         ...     837 
the  committee  instructed  respecting  the  es- 
tablishment of  one,   near  the  proposed 
canal  to  connect  Lake  Michigan  with  the 
Illinois  river  -        -        -        -        -        -  1324 

the  committee  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing.one,  at  Indian- 
apolis   -        -        -        -  .     ^        •        -  1470 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for    . 
a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  register  of  the- 
office  in  Louisiana         -  *     -        -        -  1399 
agreed  to  •        -        •        •  .     •        -        -  1429 


Land  Offices — continued.  Page. 

a  bill  to  es^blish  additional,  in  Missouri, 
reported  and  read  twice         -        .        -  1754 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  |^694 

Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  at  the  nekt  session  in  re- 
lation to  the  number  of  •        .        -        .  1769 

Qgreed  to 1774 

Xiands,  Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
fur  ^  statement. of  the  amount,  dec,  of  the 
two  per  cent,  and  three  per  cent,  funds 
out  of  sales  of,  in  Western  and  Southern 

Sutes 833 

agreed  to  -        -        -        i        .        .        .    837 
three  statements  in  reply^  laid  on  the  table  -  2318 
a  bill'  to  provide  for  the  sale  of,  conveyed  to 
•    the  United  States  in  certain  casesy  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        .        .        .    9g5 
laid, on  the  table        -        -        .        .        .1216 
recommitted      .....        .-1762 

reported  without  amendment    ...  2480 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •  .•      -  Jt487 
Mr.  Stewart  submitted  a  resolution  to  appro- 
priate the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of,  to  in- 
ternal improvement        ....  i042 

Mr.  Strong  submitted  a  similar  resolution, 

laid  on  the  table    -  'Mk^^ 

a  bill  authorizing  the  repayment  of,  errone-^^ 
ously  sold  by  the  United  States,  reported 
and  read  twice       -    .    -        -        .        .  1322 
ordered  to  the  third  reading'      -        -    .    .  2709 
postponed  until  the  next  session        -        -  2766 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  actual  settlers  on, 
further  time  for  payment        ...  1676 
Mr.  Sandford  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing certain  benefits  tq  actual  settlers,  ne- 
gatived -        -        -      ,  -        -        -        .  1680 
Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  privilege  of  settlers  to  gather  their 

crops,  agreed  to 1832 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  a  resolution  in  relation 
U>  laying  and  collecting  taxea  on,  read 
twice  and  laid  pn  the  table     -        .        .  2669 
(See  Real  Estate. — See  Pre-emption.) 

Langley,  Hezekiahi  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

and  Benjamin  M.  Belt  .  -  .  .  2345 
read-  twice,  and  referred  -  -  •  -  2396 
a  report  made  -  .  .  ^  .  .  2610 
recommitted  -  -  .  ...  .  2547 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2556 
read  the  third,  time    .....  2698 

passed 2699 

Lathrop,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  attended    -    793 
Law,  Thomas..    (See  Currency.) 
Lawrence,  Julia,  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -     803 
reported  with  a  bill  extending  pensions  to 
widows  and  orphans      .-        -        -        -    846 
(See  Pensions.) 

Lawrence,  Samuel,  of  New  York,  attended       -  798 
Le  Courtois,  Anthony,  Mr.  Poinsett  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  «...  1954 
Lee,  Henry,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,  recom- 
mitted     1429 

Lee,  John,  of  Msryland,  attended      ...  793 

Leftwich,  Jabez,  of  Virginia,  attended      -        -  794 
Lenox,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  Wm.  Mait- 

land,  G.  B.  Abeel,  Gnlian  Ludlow,  and  . 

Hector  Scott,  reported  and  read  twice    -  2616 
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Le  Siear,  Firmao,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  of  -        -        -        -        -        -  1203 

read  and  referred       -        -        -        -        •1215 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  2171 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  paised  -  -  -  2510 
Letcher,  Robert  P.,  of  Kentucky,  attended  -  794 
remarks  oA  on  the  Tariff  bill  -  -  -  1G71 
speech  of,  on  the  occupying  claimant  laws 

of  Kentucky 2514 

Levy,  Moses  Elias,  documents  relating  to  the 

claim  of,  referred  -        -        -        -        .  2586 
Lewis,  Curtis,  Mr.  Moore  presented   the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 889 

Lewis,  Edward  W.,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  petition  of,  read  and  laid 

on  the  Uble 814 

Lewis,  Edwin.     (See  Taitn  Charles,) 
Library,  Mr.  Taylor  introduced  a  joint  resolu- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee on  the,  resd  twice,  and  ordered  to 
the  third  reading   .        -        -        -        -    825 
a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  ap- 
pointing said  committee        ...    825 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed      ->    828 
a  hill  making  appropriations   for  the,  re- 
0|k  ported  and  read  twice     .        .        .        •  1627 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2695 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2696 
Lighthouses,  Beacons,  A:c.,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  beacon  light  near  Cape  Henlopen    815 
the  committee   instructed    to   inquire  re- 
specting a  lighthouse  near  Brandywine 

shoal 815 

Mr.  Gatlin  presented  a  petition  from  Eden- 
ton,  North  Carolina,  pra3ring  that  the 
floating  light  near  Shell  Castia  be  re- 
moved to  Nine-foot  Shoal,  referred  -  829 
Mr*  Livingston  submitted  sundry  resolu- 
tions calling  for  information  ih  relation  to 
lights  on   the  Bahama  Islands  and  the 

coast  of  Florida 849 

agreed  to 870 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck  presented  a  petition  from 

New  York  praying  the  erection  of  a  light 

on  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  referred         -  1202 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  a  light  on  the  south  shore 

of  Lake  Erie 1323 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  buoy  at  the  mouth  of  Scuppernon^ 
river,  and  a  floating  light  on  Pamptico 

Sound 1757 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  light  on  Shell  Island     ...  1770 
Mr.  Tomiinson  presented   the  petition  of 
certain  owners  of  vessels  praying  buoys  on 
reef  of  rocks  In  Long  Island  Sound,  called 
the  ^  Hen  and  Chickens"  referred  -        -  1787 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  light  on  Poole's  Island  -        .        .  1954 
a  biU  to  authorise  the  building       certain, 
reported  and  read  twice  ...  2471 

considered 2617 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2630 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  2631 
amendments  received  ....  2759 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole    -  2760 


Ligktner,  Henry,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  repsrted 

and  read  twice       -        -        ...      .  :r; 

Be. 


ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Lincoln,  Benjamin,  and  others.  Senate  bill  fer 

the  relief  off  read  twice  and  refemd     •  M 

reported  without  amendment     -       •      •  9:: 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -  -tiSi 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -      •  S:4 

Lincoln,  Enoch,  of  Maine,  attended  •      •  % 

Litchfield,  Elisha.  of  New  York,  mttended      •  ^ 

Little,  Peter,  of  Maryland,  attended  -      •  "^ 

Livermore,  Arthur,  of  New  York,  altendsd     •  TS 

renafke  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  rB4if  ef  Du- 

iel  D.  Tompkins    •        •        *       -    8S,in 
on  the  bill  extending  pensions  towidoin 

and  orphans  -  -  -  .  .  .  s^ 
on  the  Tariff  bill  -  -  .  174^1% 
on  the  resolution  for  adjoarament  •  •  ^ 
Livingston,  Edward,  of  New  York,  attendfd  •  SC 
remarks  oU  on  bis  resolution  icspeetio;  cer- 
tain lighthouaes  -  -  -  .  .  m 
on  the  resolatkm  in  relation  to  the  fint  of 

Lafoyette      -        -        -        ...  U«: 
speech   of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surreal  of 

roadr  and  eanale    -        -        -       •      •  10 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     1590,  1665,  'M 

1669, 1671,  ir: 
remarks  of,  on  reconsidefing  the  vote  for 
adjournment  -        •        .  •    .      •  sr» 

Locke,  John,  of  Massachnsette,  attended  - 
Long,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  atunded 
Long  Island  Sound.     (See  Lighikousa.) 
Longfellow,  Stephen,  of  Maine,  attended  • 
Lottderman,  Catharine,  a  bill   for  the  relitf  0!^ 

reported  and  read  twice         -       •      -  H^ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -  •  )^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  ^ 

Longhrey,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 


7« 


ported  and  read  twice    - 

Louisiana,  Mr.  Brent  submitted  two  resohitioof 

calling  for  information  respectio;  land 

claims  in       -        -        -        .       -      • 

amended  and  agreed  to     -        .       .      • 

on  motbu  of  Mr.  Brent  snndry  rcsolottosi 
respecting  land  claims  in,  referred 

a  report  made  -        •        •        .       -      - 

Mr.  Gurley  submitted  a  resolution  concern- 
ing pre-emption  to  certain  actual  settlers 
in,  agreed  to  .        •        .       .      • 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  petition  of  toodfj 
inhabitants  of,  praying  an  alteration  of 
the  present  mode  of  surveying  lands,  toJ 
aaktng  pre-emption  to  certain  settleif, 
referred         -        -        -        -       -      - 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instroeted 
respecting  the  law  limiting  the  time  for 
suits  for  recovery  of  lands  io,  under 
French,  British,  and  Spanish  titlei 

the  above  committee  instructed  to  inqmn 
respecting  the  confirmation  of  land  claimi 
in  -        -        -        -        -       -      ■ 

a  bill  conferring  certain  claims  to  lands  in 
the  western  district  of,  reported  and  read 
twice  -  .  -  -  -  -  •  • 
4  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
the  report  of  the  Register  of  the  land  of- 
fice in •      * 

agreed  to  •-..-- 
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the  report  received  and  referred 

a  bill  supplementary  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
tioction  of  titlee  to  lande  between  the 
Kio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivere  in,  reported 
■nd  read  twice      ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ... 

read  the  aeoond  time,  and  referred     • 

the  Committee  on  the  Judieiary  instructed 
to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  salary  of  the  United  States  At- 
torney for  the  western  district  of    - 

Senate  bill  to  aathorize  the  Register  of  the 
land  office  in  the  western  district  of,  to 
report  upon  certain  land  claims,  read  and 

'  referred         -.--.. 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

benate  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  French, 
British,  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands  in,  to 
try  the  validity  of  their  claims,  read  and 
referred         -.---- 

reported  with  amendments        ... 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  practice  of  the  United 
States  Courts  hi,  reported  and  read  twice  2629 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2699 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasied  •        •  2700 

Senate  bill  for  the  sale  of  a  warehoase  near 
English  Turn,  and  for  the  erection  of  • 
dwellingrhouse  at  Belize  in    - 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        •        •        . 

reported  without  amendment    •        .        * 

oisTille.     (See  Canali*) 

cas's  Universal  Atlas,  a  letter  from  Wiliiem 

H.  Jones  accompanied  with  a  specimen 

of,  read  and  laid  on  the  table  •        • 

referred    .---.-- 
dlow.  Gulian.     (See  LenoXt  Jamet,) 
dlow's  and  Roberts'  Line.  •  ^See  OAto.) 

M. 

icbias,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  a  district  court  in  the  town  of    -        • 
icy,  Francis  G.     (See  General  Jackson.) 
Ill;  Mr.  Livermore  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  transportation  of  the,  in  dsy   time, 
only,  unless  by  water,  agreed  to    • 
the  committee  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  respect- 
ing the  transportation  of  letters,  dec,  in 
conveyances  not  employed  for  the  - 
Mr.  Herrick  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  the  extension 
of  post  routes,  amount  of  postage,  dec.   - 
adopted    .----.. 
a  statement  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table 
part  of  the  above  resolution  rescinded 
the  committee  instructed  to  provide  further 
measures  for  punishing  the  robbery  of  the 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  concern* 
ing  a  shorter  and  better  route  than  that 
from  Staunton  to  Washington 
(See  Post  Office.) 
aison  Rouge,  Marquis  de,  all  the  documents 

in  reference  to  the  claim  of  the,  referred  1 127 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of,  reported, 

and  read  twice      .....  1567 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2695 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  2696 
aiiland,  William.     (See  Lenox,  James.) 
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Mallary,  RoHin  C,  of  Vermont,  attended  -    793 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  calling  for  in- 
formation respecting  Spain  and  the  South 
American  Colonies        ....    379 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads 
and  canals*  ......  i058 

remarks  oi;  on  the  Tariff  bill     -        -1488,1693 
speech  of,  on  the  same      -        -        -        -  1712 

remarks  of,  on  adjournment      ...  2599 
Maloy,  Bartholomew,  the    Committee  on  Pen-; 
sions  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  placing,  on  the  pension  list        -     832 

Mangum,  Willie  P.»  of  North  Carolina,  attended     794 
.remkrks  of,  on  adjournment      -        -  2654,  2659 

Manning,  Jeremiah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  oU  re- 
ported, and  read  twice  .        .        -        .    836 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    850 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    875 

Manufactures,  the  Committee  on,  appointed      -^    798 
Manumission  Society,  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Blair 

presented  the  memorial  of  the,  referred  -    931 
the  committee  discharged*  and  the  memo- 
rial laid  on  the  table      ....  1064 
Mapoy  Charts,  dtc^  an  order  to  furnish  tlw  Com- 
mittee   on  the    Chesapeake   and   Ohio 
Canal  with 939 

Marcsdiall,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed, and  read  twice        ....  1203 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -    •    •  249^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        «  2500 

Marine  Corps,  Mr.  Whittlesey  submitted  a  res- 
olution calling  for  information  respecting 
the  number  of  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  in  the        -        -        -        -  2288 
a  report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table     -        -  2344 
Mr.   Whittlesey  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  amount  paid  to  the  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  of  the         ....  2288 
read  and  agreed  to    •        •        -        -        -  2294 
a  report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table     -        -  2344 

Mariiley,  Philip  S.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -    797 
Maishals,  Clerks,  and  Attorneys,  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of,  in 
certain  coses,  reported,  and  read  twice    -    867 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...    A4 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •    896 

smendments  read  and  referred  ...        -  1665 
reported,  and  agreed  to     -        -        -        -  1680 
(See  Public  Money.) 

Martindale,  Henry  C,  of  New  York,  attended  793 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bUl     1625,  1667,  1741 

1746 
speech  of,  on  the  same      ....  1629 

Marvin,  Dudley,  of  New  York;  attended  -  -  793 
remarks  o(  on  the  Tariff  biU     1527,  1555,  1694 

Maryland,  an  adverse  report  made  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  levy  court  of  Calvert  county,  in    827 
recommitted     -.-..-    844 
another  adverse  report  made      ...    847 
concurred  in     -----        -    913 

Mr.  Mitchell  presented  the  petition  of  sun* 
dry  inhabitants  of,  praying  the  erection  of 
certain  bridges,  referred  ...  1953 
Mr.  Plumer  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
members  of  the  bar  in,  praying  an  alter- 
ation in  the  times  of  holding  the  court  for 
the  fourth  circuit,  referred      ...  2586 
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a  bill  for  altering  the  times  for  holding  said 

court,  reported,  and  read  twice        -        -  2595 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       •     .    -        •  2602 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •  2669 

Massachusetts,  certain  documents  relating  to  the  « 

claim  o(  for  militia  services.  |aid  on  tho 

table      -        -        -        -        .....  1623 

referred 2334 

report  in  foil    .----.  2511 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  said 

'claims  reported      -        -        -        -        -2511 

Matlack,  James,  of  New  Jersey,  attended         -    793 

Matson,  Aaron,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended    -    793 

Mayhew,  Thaddeus»  a  bill  from  the  Senate  f9r 

the  relief  of 2345 

read  twice,  atid  referred  -  .  .  •  2396 
reported  without  amendment  .  .  ^  2464 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .2510 

McAUiMer,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
benefit  of  the  heirs  of,  and  John  Forbes 
read  twice,  and  referred  -        *    '    -  1905 

an  adverse  report  made      -        >        •        •1913 
McArthur,  Duncan,  of  Ohio,,  attended      •        •    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  Appropriation  bill  •  1780 

McCoy,  William,  of  Virginia,  attended    -        -794 
HoCuUogh,  Hugh,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed, and  read  twice         -        •        -  . ,    -  1567 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2500 
^      read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2503 
McDuffie,  George,  of  South  Carolina,  attended    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  Ibr  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry 975 

speech  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 

Constitution  -  -  -  -  *  -  1067 
on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads  and  canals  1371 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -  1482,  1495, 

1552,  1556,  1677 
speech  of,  on  the  same       •        -        -'       -  2400 
McKean,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    -    793 
McKee,  John,  of  Alabama,  attended         -        -    794 
McKim,  Isaac,  of  Maryland,  attended       -        -    793 
McLane,  Louis,  of  Delaware,  attended     -        •    793 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins    819 

on  the  bill  to  purchase  certain  stock  -        -  1048 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of  roada 

and  canals  ..*--.•  1217 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  1589,  1697,  1748, 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  appropri- 
ation bill  .  -  -  1946.1947,1951 
oa  the  address  of  Ninian  Edwards  -  -  2474 
on  the  bill  to  provide  stock  for  the  Florida 
treaty  awards         -        -        -  2552, 2554 

McLean,  William,  of  Ohio,  attended        -        -    794 
McNair,  Alexander,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred         .        .        •  2607 
reported  with  amendment  -        .        .        -  2665 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     ■   -  2696 
Measurer,  a  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        -        -        -        -        -  1163 
Mebane,  John  B.,a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  ex-  . 

ecutors  of,  reported  and  read  twice  -  958 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2036 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -•       -2100 

a  bill  authorizing  the  executors  of,  to  collect 

certain  arrears,  reported  and  read  twice  -  2507 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        •  2&08 


Pip 
Members,  Mr.  Randolph  enbmittod  a  resolttttw 
to  lessen  the  per  diem  allawuice  of  the 
laid  on  the  table    -        -  ^     >        -       -  ii^:; 
refusal  to  consider  said  rcsohltion       -       •  S!ii 
Memphis.     (See  Road. 

Mercer,  Charles  F.,  of  Virginia,  attended        •   7^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  biH  for  the  mirreys  d 

roads  and  canala  -  -  -  -  •  % 
on  the  Tariff  bill  •  -  .  -1557,123 
on  the  Appropriation  bill  «  -  -  i:^ 
on  the  adjonmment  ...  2S97,^ 

on  a  report  in  relation  to  a  sale  of  lots  in 
the  City  of  Washington  -        -  2613,  SJ 

Merchandise,  a  letter  ftom  the  Sacntary  of  the 
Treaaary  with  a  statement  of  doties  ee 
imported  and  drawback  on  exported,  lai^ 
on  the  Uble  •        -.       -         .        .       .  lati 
Messengers,  an  order  to  pay  an  addidoaal  son 

to  each  of  the        -        •>        -        -       •  SS« 

the  Doorkeeper  authorized  to  employ  one  of 

the,  daring  the  receas    •        -        .       .  }$^ 

Metcalfe,  Thomas,  of  Kentncky,  attended         -    ^ 

apeech  of,  on  the  bill  reapading  the  Sa- 

preme  Court         •        .         .        .       -  s$£ 

Mexican  Provinces,  Mr.  Scott  aubmiiied  a  veao- 
lation  calling  for  information  rcspectinf 
trade  with  the        -        -        -        .       .  Md: 
.    agreed  to-        -        -        •        -.-       -tSSS 
a  measage  tranamitting  a  commnnicatioa 
in  reply,  laid  on  the  table       -        -       -27^ 
'*  Miami  Purchase,"  Mr.  Oaxlay  anbmitted  a  res- 
olution calling  for  information  reapectiaf 

the 9U 

agreed  to  -        •        ...         -        .        .   f  U 
report  laid  on  the  table       -        •        -       -  1^ 
Miami  River.     (See  Canal.) 
Michael,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  oi 

reported  and  read  twiee  -        -        -  H® 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  \VA 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        -  ISA 

Midiigan,  Mr.  Richardson  submitted  a  resola- 
tion  to  establish  a  district  conrt,  laid  oo 
the  table l^ 

MichUimackinac,  the  Committee  diacbarged  from 

the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of       -  H-^ 

Midshipmen,  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afi^in 
instructed  to  inquire  concerning  provisioo 
for  the  instruction  of     -        *        .       .    d!T 

MilhoUend,  John,  the  Committee  of  Claims  in- 
structed to  inquire  concerning  compen- 
aation  to,  for  certain  losses     -        -       'US'. 

Military  Academy,  the  Committee  on  Kaval 
Affairs  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  asaociatiog  a   naval  adiool 

with  the 83- 

Mr.  Livingston  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  increase  of  the,  laid  on  the  table      -    ^«^ 

Military  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed  -    Ti'i 
so  much  of  the  President**  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  the  above  committee    ''^ 

Military  Establishment,  a  letter  from  the  Secre* 
tary  of  War  with  a  atatement  of  the  con- 
tingent expenses  for  the,  laid  on  th£ 
Uble li*i 

Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  te  allow  further 

time  to  locate,  repwted  and  read  twice  *  I"^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Military  Roada.     (See  Roads.) 
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MiKtary -Service,  ^  biU  making,  apfpropmtiong 

,    .fortbe,  reported  and  read  twice    •        -  1163 

considered         -        -        •  .     ^'        9682,2694 

ordered  to  the  third  reading    '  -        •        -  2695 

.  road  the  tbihl  time,  aird  piui^J  -.        -  269€t 

-  amend meiiisrteelved        -        ;    .    *     ;  -  S769 

concjiirred  in    .-        -        r        -        ■-^        -'  2760 

a  bill  making  further  appropriatioil  for  the> 

reported  aod'Tead  isfie  .  •  "^  r      ^        -.  120^ 
debated     -        .^  '      -        -  :"      -  1691,1616 

ordered  to  tb^  third  reding       -        -        -  J6IIB 
fead  the  third/time,  and  passed  •        -.  t620 

a  statement  of.  apprapriationa  and  expeiaJi- 

tures  for  thdj^  referred     -^        -  .     *     . -"  1322 
a  bin  further  to  amend  the  act  for  cpmpen-       . 
satioii  for  property  iost'whibt  ia  the,  re-, 
ported  ai)d  read  twiejS.    •..,-,        -        -2162 
Milififr,  a))iH  coticerniqg  the  diBtiibutloiD  of  arms 

to  the,  reported  and  read  twice    .    •        -  1763 
-the  Comc^Htee  on  Military  AJflfaira  instruct- 
ed to  inqWie.  in  (o  the'  expediency  of  re- 
ducing the  term  of  service  of  the,  -        -  1470 
Miller,  Daniel  H.,  tff  PennsyUania,  attended;  -    911 
Miller,  iamee.     {tiee  Arkaruaa.) 
Mims,' Joseph;  a  bill  ibr4he  relief  of  the  h^^'of, 

•    reported  and  read  twice       ^«'  .      *'  ■     •>    956 
ordered  to  (be  thiid  rfl|adfng       -  ''     -       >  2488 
read  tb^  third  timei  vid  gaefted  "     ^  - .. ,.  •  'ti$l 
amendments  received'  ,    ,-■'••   -    ^'      •  262:2 
conconred.  io     -        -    '    -        -.      -        r  2629 
MJDifie,  Obarlee,  an  -  adverse  iepoxl  oq  the  peti- 
tion of,  concurred  in     •  -.  •'    -      •  -  .     »  .957 
Mint,  a  communication  from  the  Director  of  the,  . 
giving  aaaaye  of  certain  forei^  coin,  read 
and  referred -'        -        •      /-        -    ,-.1084 
a -report  from  the.  Secretary  of  ^e  Treasury, 
.    with  staYements  sb(>wing  the. expenses  of    ' 
the  laid  6a  the  table    ^        .        .        -  2682 

MiisiBsippi,  a  bill  changing  the  mode  -of  survey- 
ing landa  oii  any  river,  bayou,  or  water- 
course in,  and  Arkansas,  reported  and 
read  twice     -        -  .      ^        -        •.        -  1807 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        •        -        •  2479 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  -        -        •  2480 
<  amendments  received  and  concurred  in      <^  2^712 

Mississippi  Land  Company,  Mr.  Tyson  present- 
ed tho  memorial  ot  Jamea  L..  Beit,  and 
others,  of  the,  referred    -        •     -   -        •814 
Mississippi  and  Sabinie  rivers,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  fbr  the  survey  of  ■ 
the;  coast  along  tbe        -'       ^'       •        -1127 
{^e  Ohio  and  Mwissippi  rivers.) 
Missouri,  a  bill  t9  enable  claimants  to  lands  in, 
.and  Arkans&s,  to  try  the  validity  of  thdr 
claims,  reported  and  read  twice     «      '  ^  1064 
-ordered  to  the  third  reading       r        ~        -  2607 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed      .    -        -  2617 
amendments  received        -  •      -        -        -  2759 
concurred  in    -        -        -        -        -        -  2760 

Senate  biir supplementary  to  the  act  to  per- 
fect locations  and  sales  of  lands  in,  read 
twice  and  referred.         -        -        -        -  1666 

adverse  report  made  -         -        ~        -        -  2026 
.  Senate -bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims 
in,  and  Arkansas,  derived  from  French 
and  Spanish  titles  -        -        •        -  12S3 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -  1263 


M  iseouri — continued.,  P^®* 

'  bill  reported  with  amendments  '  -  •  \1857 

:•     laid  on  the  table       .-        -   •    .-  -  -2712 

Senate  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 

..district  court  in     -  '      -        -    ,  -  -  2345 

read  iwicp,  and  referred    -        ?'  -  -2396 

reported  without  amendment  '  •  -  -  2457 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -   .-2465 

Senate  bill  supplementary  for  settling  Ijind 

daima  in       -        -        -        -  -  -  2396 

l>ead  twice,  and  referred    -        -  -  -  2431 

•.  reported  without  antendment    -  -  '-  2505- 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -  -  .     -  2765 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  2766 

Senate  bill  to  extinguish  Indian  claims  to 
lands  in      .  -        -        -        -        -        -  2696 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  .  2697 
reported  with  ainendinents  ^  •  -  -  2710 
Senate  Sill  to  c^m pteie  the'  survey  of  the 
'  southern  and  western  boundary  of  -  -  ^699 
re4d  twice;  and  referred  •  -  ~  .  '  r  2700 
jeported  without  amendments  -  -  -  2710 
passed      -        -        -        -        -        -        "  .!*''65 

Mitchell,  Andrew,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  ofthe 

heirs  of,  read  and  referred  -  -  -  1768 
reported  without  arnehdment  -  ,  -  '  •  1769 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  .  .  2508 
read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table  -  2509 

Mitchell,  George  £m  pf  Maryland,  attended       -    793 

Mitchell,  James  8.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -  .793 

Mitchell,  James,  the  petition  o}^  referred  -        -  '  807 

report  made,  with  a  bill  concerning  errors 

in  land  offices  •       -        -        -        -        -     829 

(See  Xianc/.  G^cej.)  • 

Mitchell,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  -  -  -  -  ,  -  2396 
ordered  to  thd  third  reading  -  -  -  .  -  2505 
read  the  ^irdiime,  and  passed  -  -  .  •  2506 
amendm<ent8  read  and  referred  -  .  -  2712 
reported  and  concur/ed  in  .        -        •  2758 

Mobile,  a  bill  to  ajter  the  timea  of  holding  the  Dis- 
trict Court  at,  reported  and  read  twice  -    811 
read  the  third  time;  and  passed  -        -        7^1^ 
amcndteents  received        ....  1233 
read  and  referred       -        -        •        -        »  1263 
and  reported  with  an  agreement         -  '     -  1627 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appointing 
a  nayal  officer  and  surveyor  for  the  port  of  2268 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  instrtict- 
ed'to  make  inquiries  respecting  the  Wdric  < 
on  Dauphin  I^and,  for  the  defence  of  the 
harbor  of,  and  into  the  propriety  of  con- 
tinuing the,  on  Mobile  Point  -        - 
a  memorial  of  the  Iiegislature  of  Alabama 
pa  the  subject  of  said   fortiflcations,  re- 
ferred -     '  -        -        -      .  - 

Mr«.  Owen  'presented  the  petition  of  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of,  praying  the 
grant  of  certain  lots       -        -        .        - 

a  bill  granting  certain  lots  to,  reported  and 
read  twice     -.---- 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        "        * 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Senate  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  confirming 
claims  to  lot^  in,  read  twice  and  referred 

reported  without  amendments,  and  postpon- 
ed indefinitely       -        -        -      "  -        -  2710 
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Page. 
Moffat,  Nathaniel,  lea^e  given,  to  withdraw  his  * 

P«P«" .  1429 

Moffitt,  John  8.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 1585 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  S500 
read  the  third  time,  and  paued   ...  2504 
amendments  received        ....  2C31 
read  and  referred       .....  2632 
reported  and  agreed  to       .        ...        .  2665 
Monongehala  River,  the  Committee  on  the  Cum* 
berland  Road  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  a  bridge  over  the        -    832 
Monroe,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of,  laid  on  the  table        •     958 
Montgomery,  J.  M.  C,  n  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

reported  and  read  twice  ....  1832 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - .       .        -  2504 
Monument  to  Washington,  Mr.  Buchaatn  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  erect  a,  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  laid  on  the  table    •        -  1048 
Moore,  Alfred,  Senate  bill  ioi  the  benefit  of,  and 
Sterling    Orgain,  assignees    for   Morris 

Lindsey 1766 

read  twice,  and  referred     «...  1769 
referred  to  another  committee    •        .        .  2212 
reported  without  amendments   -        .        .  2258 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -2510 
Moore,  Gabriel,  of  Aldbama,  attended       -        >     794 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -         -        .  1680 
Moore,  Thomas  P.,  of  Kentucky,  attended        -     794 
Moreau,  Celestin,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  -  1203 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        .         .        -  1215 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1460 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2507 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2508 
Morgan,  Jane.     (See  Venabk,  Sarah.) 
Morgan,  John  J.,  of  New  York,  attended  -        -     842 
Morris,  Richard  G.,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  read  and  agreed  to  •        -        •  2480 
Myotte,  Jacques,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  Francois 
Charpentrie,  Jean  Baptiste  Laducier,  and 
reported  and  read  twice        ...  1769 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2500 
postponed  indefinitely        ....  2507 

N.   , 
Napier,  a  bill  from  the  Sonata,  for  the  relief  of, 

Kapleya,  Petray,  and  Viel      -        .        -  1857 

nad  twice 1870 

ordeiad  to  the  third  reading       ...  2508 

raad  the  third  time,  and  paaied  ...  2508 
National  Armory.    (See  Armory.) 
Naturalization,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
instnictad  to  inquire  respecting  the  alter- 
ation of  the  laws  respecting  -        .        -     812 

Mr.  Casaedy  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry aliens  of  New  Jersey,  praying  the  re- 
vision of  the  laws  of      •        •        •        .  1083 

Mr.  Morgsn  presented  a  petition  of  •aliens 
in  New  York,  respecting        ...  1428 

Mr.  Livingston  presented  the  petition  of 
aliens  in  Louisiana,  praying  a  revision  of 
the  laws  respecting,  referred  -        -        -  1528 

Mr.  Cuthbert,  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Georgia,  praying  re- 
vision of  the  laws  of,  referred         -        -1619 


Naturalization — continued.'  Pi^e 

the  committee  discharged  from  said  petitioa  1627 
bill  from  the  Senate  respecting  an  uniform 

rule  of ^m 

read  twice,  and  referred  ....  ss^"^ 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  .  270;; 
PMsed i7M 

Naval  Afiatrs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed     -    79^ 
Naval  Esublishment,  sa  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  organization  of  the, 
and  suppression  of  piracy,  referred       -    biO 
la  bill  to  organize  and  fix  the,  reported  and 
read  twice     -        -        -        -         -        -  196«) 

Naval  Peace  Establishment,  Mr.  Fuller  submit- 
ted a  resolution  requesting  the  President 
to  communicate  a  pUn  for  the,  laid  on 

the  table ar 

agreed  to, gji. 

a  Message  in  reply,  transmitting  a  plan  for  the  VVtt 
referred     - i^tfS 

Navarre,  Due  de,  the  Speaker  presented  a  nemo- 
rial  of,  representing  himself  as  heir  to  the 
French  throne,  laid  on  the  table     •        •  S6i& 

Navy,  Mr.  Mercer,  presented  a  resolotion  calling 

for  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the         -       -   6.^: 
agreed  to  -        •        -        -         -        .    c^ 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  that  in  reply  lUC 
the  committee  On  Naval  Affairs  inatnieted 
to  inquire  concerning  a  change  in  the 
mode  of. compensating  oiHcersof  the     •  \\^ 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  reported 
and  read  twice       .....  i«i.4 

debated     -....'  iS75,  W* 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  is«iii 
the  third  reading  suspended  on  account  of 

an  error  in  the  engrossment  •       -  l!^ 

pasted      -        -        -        -        -         -        .  \m 

amendments  received         •        •         .        .  so^ 

referred     -   ■ 20yv 

reported  •  •  -  -  -  .  .  S!5i 
debated    -        -        -  *      -         .         .        .  2ij:» 

a  partial  agreement 2153 

a  conference  requested  and  the  committee 

appointed  -  -  '  .  .  .  .  2213 
their  report  laid  on  the  table  ...  ^491 
concurred  in  -  -  ...  .  S4!>^ 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  with  a  statement 

of  oontracN  for  the,  laid  on  the  table      •  I4^« 
a  letter  from  the  same  with  a  statement  of 
expenditures  and  appropriations  for  the, 
laid  on  the  table 1567 

Mr.  Whittlesey  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  a  statement  of  the  money  spent  for 
timber  for  the 15S9 

agreed  to I6o: 

a  message  with  a  report  in  reply,  laid  on 
the  table        -        .        .        .        .        .  16.5 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing the  expenditure  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars  appropriated  last 
session  for  the        -        -        .        .        •  187^ 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  that  personf 
engaged  in  the,  be  exempted  from  militia 
duty,  except  in  certain  cases  •        -        -  1 6^ 

Navy  Agents.     (See  Prize  Monty.) 
Navy  Department,  the  Committee  on  expendi- 
tures in  the,  appointed   -        -        •        .799 
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Navy  Department-^continued.  Page. 

the  annual  report  of  the  names  and  salarien 

of  clerks  in  the,  laid  on  the  table    - 
the  committee  instructed  to  report  specially 
touching  contingent  expenses  in  the 
INayy  Hospitals,  Mr.  Tomlinson  submitted  a  re- 
solution calling  for  information  respect- 
ing the  sums  received  and  expended  for  -  1065 
agreed  to  •        -.       -         -         -         •         -  1100 
a  report  in  reply,  read  and  referred    -        •  1774 
the  export  in  full      -        -        -        -        -  1774 
the  committee  instructed  respecting  the  re- 
peal of  the  act  concerning      -   .     -        • 
Senate  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  establish- 
ing, read  twice,  and  referred  .         -         - 
reported  without  amendment     ... 

Navy  Pensions.     (See  Pensions.) 
.Navy  Y^rd«  Mr.  Hamilton  submitted  a  resolu* 

tion  respecting  a,  either  at  Beaufort  or 

Charleston,  laid  on  the  table 

N«ale,  Raphael,  of  Maryland*  attended  ^  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of 
roads  and  canals   •        -        -        .       •. 
Nelson,  Jeremiah,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  • 
New  Bedford,  Mr.  Baylies  presented  a  neraorial 
of  the  citineps  of,  respecting  the  sperma- 
ceti whale  fisheries,  referre<^  •        .        - 
the  memorial  ordered  to  be  printed     - 

New  Castle,  Mr.  McLane  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  inhabitants  of,  praying  better  secu 
rity  of  their  harbor        -        .        - 
other  memorials  respecting  the  harbor  of, 
referred  ....        .1788,2430 

New  Hampshire,  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
faiis  instructed  to  inquire  respecting  the 
settlement  of  the  claims  of,  for  militia 
services         -        - 

New  Orleans,  the  Committee  directed  to  report 
concerning  a  more  direct  route  between, 
and  the  City  of  Washington 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  respecting  the  expeoiency  of 
vesting  in, -all  right  to  streets,  squares, 
Ac,  therein  ------ 

Newport,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Mer- 
chants* Bank  of,  read  twice  and  referred 
an  adverse  report  made      .... 
Newspapers,  the  Clerk  directed  to  supply  the 
members  with        .        -        -        -        - 
the  Committee  on  Post  Oflices,  &o.,  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  the  trans- 
portation of,  &c.    .        .        -        .        - 

Newton,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  attended    - 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Brock's  reeolption  call- 
ing for  information  respecting  commerce 
with  Greece  ------ 

New  York,  the  Committee  on   the  Judiciary 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  act  for  the  organizi 
tion  of  the  courts  in       -        -        - 

Niumo,  William  P^  &  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read    -        - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      .        -        - 
xead  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table  - 
debated  and  passed  .        .        -        -        - 
Norris,  James,  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  dec, 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  a  certain  allowance  to  the  widow  of  -  2237 
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North  Carolina,  the  Speaker  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of,  in  relation 
to  certain  land  claims     ....  ]732 
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O'Brien,  Jeremiah,  of  Maine,  attended     - 
Officers  of  Congress,  Senate  bill  to  revive  the 
act  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the 

read  twice,  and  referred    - 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        - 

Officers  of  Customs,  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  amending  the  act  respecting 
the  compensation  of,  &c, 

Ogden,  Thomas  S.,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of,  reported  and  read  twice   .   - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Ohio,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  al- 
tering the  times  of  holding  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  in      -        -        -        - 

Senate  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  courts 
in  Kentucky  and,  read  twice  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     .        •        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  provision  necessary  to  secure  the 
three  per  cent,  from  the  sale  of  lands  inj 
to  said  State  .•».«. 

agreed  to,  and  referred      .... 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  respecting  the  three  per  cent, 
fund  reserved  from  the  sale  of  lands,  re- 
ferred  -----.. 

the  Committee  on  the  Judicial  instructed 
to  inquire'into  the  expediency  of  dividing, 
into  two  districts  *      .  -        -        • 

Mr.  Siioane  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  upon  the  subject  of  lands 
set  apart  for  schools  in  that  State,  referred 

a  bill  to  sell  and  convey  certain  lands,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        .        .        . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        - 

postponed  until  next  session      .        •        • 

a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  granting  relief  to  par- 
chasers  of  lands  located  under  Virginia 
military  warrants  between  Ludlow's  and 
Roberts'  line  in     -        -        -         •        - 

a  bill  reported  and  read  twice    -        -        • 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  a  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of,  respecting  lands  looated  be- 
tween those  lines,  laid  on  the  table 

the  bill  considered    .        .        -        -        - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        * 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •        - 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  a  Message  from  the 
President  with  a  report  of  the  survey  of 
the,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals  .•-.-- 

referred  to  a  select  committee    -        .        . 

a  detailed  report  made,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  to  assist  Ohio  and  Kentucky  to  open 
a  canal  around  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river, 
read  twice     ..... 
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Ohip  and  MisBissippi  Riven-^cQOtioued.  ^>ge. 

a  bill  to  improve  the  aaTigation  of  t^a,  jrer' 

ported  and  read  twica  -  '  ?  -  -  '.-1702 
the  report  in  foil  -  ?  -  .,  •.  1703 
the  bill  considered     -        *        .-  2558, 2578 

amended  by  adding  the  Missauh  river         *  2578 
laid  on  the  table        >        .'..'«  2584 
Ordered  to. the  third  reading     -        -        -  2588 
••9ead  the  third  time,  and  paased        -        -  2596 
anlendmenu  received  and  agreed  to  -      -'  2694 
Opelousas,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  hi- 
strjucted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
empowering  the  Register  at;  to  comiitete 
a  certain  report      •        -        -        -        • 
the  committee  directed  io  authorise  the  prein 
ent  Register  at,  to  complete  all  the  bU8p> 
nees  left  unfinished  by  his  predecessor    - 
Ordnance  Department^  a  motion  to  lofer  tp  a  se- 
lect cummiitee  a  message  received  last 
session  respecting  tlie,  debated       % .   :  - 
referred    -        -        -        ...        .•••- 
Ordain,  Sterling.    (See  AloorCy  Alfred,') 
Orleans  Navigation  Conipany^  a  bill  disappro- 
ving in  part  an  act  incorporating  thte,,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     ... 
Osage  Indians,  a  bill  to  provide  an  agentfor  the, 
reported  and  re^d  twice        -        <• 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -        -' 
read  the  third  timci  and  passed     '    * 
Ottramare,  J.,.^  bill  for  the  relief  6f/ j-epofted 

and  fend  twice  -  -*  •  -  --  1551 
considered  -  -  .  '  .  '  .  .  2498 
ordered  to  the  thjrd  reading  >  •  •  •  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  2510 
amendotents  received  -  -  -  >  •  3631 
read  and  referred  -  -  '^  *  .  *  -  2632 
reported  and  disagreed  to  .  -  -  -  -  2666' 
Overton,  8smue!  R.  .  (Sec  Wat  Flonduui 
Owen,  George  W.,  of  Alabama,  attended-  .-  798 
remarka  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -         1626,  1550^ 

1586,  ICCO 
speech  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 
election         -        -        -        -        j' 
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Partridge's  Military  Academy,  Mr,  Buck  ^^}ii^ 
mitted  a  resolution  i-especting  tha  issue 
of  ammunition  to  -        -        ^'    .  .    •    . 

agreed  to,  and  referred      «... 

a  bill  to  authorise  the  issue  of  ammunttioii- 
to,  reported  and  read  twiee  -        »        •- 

a  detailed  report  in  full     -    ... 

a  memorial .  trom  Captain   Partridge,  lesid 
and  referred  •        •        -        ... 
Patent  Office,  Senate  bill  ralatiTe  to  the,  and  to  .. 
the  salary  of  the   Snperintend«nt,>read. 
twice  And  referred  -        *       ^.    --^60^ 

reported  without  amendment .  -        *.'..-  2629 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -  2695 
Patents  and  Patentees,  the.  Committee  On.  the 
Judiciary  insttucted  to  inquire  concern- 
ing jurisdiction  in  cases  Arising  under 
the  aclrespectihg  •        -  .     -        .<  '.  . 

a  report  made  «   .     .        -•       .        . 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  coato  io.  oertaao 

.    casfs    -        -        -        -        ,        -        • 

a  liill  for  that .  purpose,  reported  and  read 
twice    -        r        -        •        -.       « 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
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Patibts  and  Patentees— eontinoed. 
bill  read  the  third  ume-      -  - 
recommitted      •        -        ...        .       . 
reposed  with  amendments 
•   again  recommitted    ^        '        -        -       • 
a  letter  from  the  SecreUry  of  8tate  wiA  i 
*  list  of  the  patentees  for  the  last  year, 
laid'  on  the  table    -        -         •        -       . 

PattersoB,'John,  of  Ohio,  attended     - 

Patterson,  Thomas,   of  Pennsylvania,  attend  T! 

Paulbs,  Barbara,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      -        .-         -        .       •  -154 

read  the  third  timie,  and  passed        -       -  I^ 

«'  Pea  Patch,"  Mr.  Cock«  submitted  a  reaolatioe 

calling  for  information  req>ecting  suitf 

for  recovery  of  the     '     -         -        -       •  1?21 

adopted,    -        -        -         -         -        •       -  !3*. 

a  message  in  reply  laid  on  the  taUe  *   -  l^tS 

Pembina,  Mr.  Rankin  presented  a  petltioo  of 

the  1  habitants  of,  referred     ... 

the  cooAiittee  discharged  ... 

Pendergrass,  Thomas,  the  Committee  en  Pri- 

-vate  Land   Cfi^l^s  instructed  to  inqmre 

into  the  expediency  of  granting  bounty 

land  to  ...•.'. 

Pensaeola,  the  Committee  on  MiKtary  A&in 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  fortifying  the  harbor \>f      -        -       - 

the  Cominittee  oh  Roads  and  Canals  in- 
strncled  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
opening  a  road  from,  to'Bt.  Augustine   - 

the  Committee  on  Post  Offices,  dLc^  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  the  law  establishing  a  poet  route 
>^       from«  ta  St.  Augostine  •      i  - 

.  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afikirs  instmcted 
to  .Inquire  respecting  a  naval  d^wt  at     - 
a  bill  to  allow  a  salary  to  the  Collector  oC 
and  lo  abolish  the  office  of  surveyor,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -         •        -       -  I'SS 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        •        •       -  ^§35 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        •  tSi 
a  bill  granting  certain  lots  to  St.  Angustine 
and,  reported  and  read  twice  -        •       -  1T33 

PennsyNania,  a  bill  to  alter  the  judileial  districts 

of,  reported  Mirch,  1822,  referred  •       -    i'^ 
a  bill  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .^     •  -        .        -       -    ^ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -       -  S4sl 
read  the  third  time*  and  passed  .        .       •  t^- 
the  Speaker  preaented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  approving  the  deelaratiDa 
of  the  President  in  favor  of  Ithcri/  in  tbe 
Weatera  Hemisptoere,  laid  on  the  table  •  *^ 

Pensioners,  a  letter  from  ihe  Secretary  of  War 
transmittiiig  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
Revolutionary,  laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Randolph  presented  the  petition  of  a 
number  of^  assembled  at  Washington,  re- 
ferred   -      '--      ..  «- 

a  bill  concerning  invaltd>  eonnderad  • 

drdered  to  the  third  reading 

read  th«  third  time,  and  pMied 

amendments  received  and  referred     • 

reported    «.    .    - 

oonaidertd        -        -        -  2542,  2631,  S(£ 

Mr.  Sibley  submitted  a  reaolttiion  raapectjag 
Reirolutionary,  read  and  rejected    -        •  I^^ 
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887 
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'ensioDs,  a  Committet  on,  tnd  Revolationarj 
CUimi,  appointed  .... 

the  eahjeet  of  Revolutionary,  referred  to  a 
select  committee    -        -        -        .        . 

the  committee  inttmcted  to  inqaire  as  to  the 
income  which  shall  disqualify  for  receiv- 
ing         

a  report  made   - 

the  committee  instructed  to  inqaire  repect- 
ing  an  alteration  of  the  time  for  payment  of  1664 

the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  instracted 
to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  continu- 
ing, to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines     -        .        . 

a  bill  to  continue  said,  to  widows  and  or- 
phans, reported  and  read  twice 

debated     -••-... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

amendments  received        -        -      ' . 

read  and  referred      -        -        -        .        . 

reported  and  concurred  in  ... 

Mr.  Isacks  submitted  a  resolation  in  rela- 
tion to  the  extension  of,  to  widows,  &c., 
of  officers  and  privates  in  the  Army,  laid 
on  the  table 

agreed  to- 

Senate  bill  granting,  to  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  those  slain  in  private  armed  ves- 
sels, read  twice,  and  referred  -        .        . 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        . 

a  bill  concerning  the  allowance  of,  upon  the 
relinquishment  of  bounty  lands  reported 
and  read  twice       -        -        .        .        . 
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a  bill  to  revive  and  extend  certain,  reported 
and  read  twice      ..... 


S430 

2606 
2617 


read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

*erley,  Frederick,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 185& 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2560 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2604 
*erry,  John,  the  committee  instracted  to  inqaire 
into  the  expediency  of  placing,  on  the 
pension  list i676 

*erry,  Oliver  H.,  Mr.  Hamilton  submitted  a 
resolution  respecting  a  pension  for  the 
mother  of     .....        .    gos 

agreed  to 803 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  mother  of, 

reported,  and  read  -        -        .        -     832 

considered        ......     955 

recommitted     ......     935 

Petersburg.     (See  VeaseU,) 

(^cw,  William,  Mr.  Stewart  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  a  penaion       ...    803 
'iatt,  John  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  admin- 
istrator of,  reported  and  read  twice        -    969 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2486 
read  the  third  time,  and  debated        -        -  2491 

P»M««1 2493 

^lerpont,  Jirim,  the  committee  instracted  to  place, 

on  the  pension  list         ....  1808 
^^^7,  a  report  in  fall  on  the  subject  of,  in  the 

West  Indies  - 2666 

Plumer,  George,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended      -    793 
tlumer,  William,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended    793 
18th  Con.  1st  Se68.»£ 
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Poinsett,  Joel  R.,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  -    793 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  re- 
specting Greece 

speech  of,  on  the  Greek  caase    ... 
on  the  Tariff  bill 

Point  Coupee,  a  bill  grsnting  a  tract  of  land  to 
the  inhabitants  of,  reported  and  read 
twice    ....... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Pollard,  Captain,  the  petition  of,  Blue  Eyes  and 
Jim  Robinson,  Seneca  Indians,  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole    - 

Porter,  Abner,  the  Committee  of  Pensions  in- 
structed to  provide  for  the  hetis  ol*  - 

Ports  of  Delivery,  a  bill  to  establish  Bowdotn- 
ham,  Troy  and  Fairport  as,  reported,  and 
read  twice    ...... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  psssed 

Port  of  Entry,  the  Committee  on  Commerce  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  Fernsndina  as  a  -     ^  - 

Post  Office  Department,  the  Committee  en  Ex- 
penditures in  the,  appointed  - 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  con- 
cerns the,  Tsferred  ... 
Mr.  Gszlay  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing defalcations  in  the  - 
modified,  and  agreed  to     -        •        .        . 
report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table 
Mr.  Allen  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
ceruin  details  of  the,  for  the  last  three 
years    •----.. 

agreed  to-         ...... 

report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Storrs  submitted  a  resolution  calling 

for  information  respecting  postage  - 
report  on  that  subject  Isid  on  the  table 
a  report  from  the  Postmaster  General  in  re- 
lation to  deputy  postmasters,  their  duties, 
dec,  in  full    ...... 

referred    •-...-. 

a  bill  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  aets  to 

establish  the,  reported^  and  read  twice    - 

debated 2644, 2M9 

laid  on  the  Uble 2552 

a  communication  from  the,  with  a  statement 
of  contracts  --.... 

Post  Offiees  and  Post  Roads,  the  Conmittee  on, 
appointed      ...... 

Mr.  AHen  sobmitted  a  resolation  calling  for 
a  list  of  distribatiag  offices,  the  duties  re- 
quired therein,  dec.        .... 

agreed  to  ...... 

reply  received  .---.- 

read  and  referred       ..... 

the  committee  instracted  to  inqaire  respect- 
ing a  route  from  EddyviUe  to  Paris, 
Tennessee    -.-.-. 
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798 
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committee  instructed  to  inquire  respecting 
a  route  from  St.  Albans  to  Berkshire, 
Vermont       ---... 

the  committee  instructed  respecting  a  route 
from  GsUiopolis  to  Burlington        - 

committee  instracted  respecting  a  route 
from  Raleigh  to  Haywood 


1232 


1429 


-  1429 
1480 
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Post  Offices  tnd  Post  Roads— continued,  Psge. 

committee    instructed    respecting   a  route 

from  Preston  to  Smithfield,  Virginia       -  1462 
committee   instructed   respecting    a  route 
from  the  Creek  Agency  to  5ke  seat  of 
government  in  Florida  -        .        •        -  1664 
Mr.  Long  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 

information  respecting  post  routes  -        -  2457 
modified,  end  laid  on  the  table  ...  2466 
a  bill  to  discontinue  certain  post  roads,  and 
to  establish  others,   reported  and  read 

twice 2152 

considered         -        -         2632,2648,2666,2676 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2677 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2682 
Postmaster  of  the  House,  a  resolution  respect- 
ing an  allowance  to  the-        -        .        -2616 
an  order  to  allow  extra  oompeosatton  to  the  2710 
Powell,  Alfred  H.    (See  Contested  Election,) 
Powell,    Dempsy,  the   Committee    of   Claims 
instructed   to   allow,   payment  for    two 
•guns     .......  1529 

Pre-emptioD,  a  bill  granting,  to  certain  settlers 
in  St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse, 
reported  and  read  twice          ...  io22 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2605 
read  the  third  time,  and  pained  .        •        .  2606 
Senate   bill   granting,   to  certain  quarter 
sections  of  land  in  Alabama,  read  and  re- 
ferred    IIOI 

reported  without  amendment     -        •        -  1 144 
a  bill  granting,  to  Arkansas,  reported  and 

read  twice 1348 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2479 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2696 
a  bill  granting,  to  quarter  sections  of  land 
to  each  State  and  Territory,  reported  and 
read  twice     ----.-  1807 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2479 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasfed  >        -        .  2480 
the  Committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  grmntiog,  in  the  purchase 
of  land  in  certain  cases  -        -        -        .916 
a  report  in  full 2481 

Preabyterian  Churches,  Mr.  Hemphill  presented 
the  memorial  of  certain,  respecting  the 
civilisation  of  the  Indians,  referred  -        -    835 
President  of  the  United  States,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inform  the,  of  the  readiness  of 
the  House  to  recciTe  any  communieation    796 
the  report  of  the  committee        ...    797 
the  annual  Meseage  received  and  read        -    797 
a  bill  making  provision  for  a  private  eecre- 
tary  for  the,  reported  and  rc«d  twice      -    876 

President  and  Vice  President,  Senate  bill  eup- 
plementary  to  the  acts  relative  to  the 
election  of,  read  twice,  and  referred        -  2465 
*    reported  without  amendment     ...  2586 
President's  House.     (See  Public  Buitdinge.) 
Presque  Isle,  Mr.  Farrelly  presented  several  pe- 
titions respecting  obstructions  in  the  har- 
bor of,  referred       .....    800 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  deepening 
the  channel  of,  and  for  repairing  Ply- 
mouth Beach,  reported  and  read  twice   -  2505 

considered 2604 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2605 

read  the  third  time,  and  pMsed  •        •        .  2606 

Prince,  William,  of  Indiaoti  attended  -    797 


Private  Land    Claims,    a    committee  on,  ap- 
pointed -         -         -         -        -       .  > 
Private  Secretary.    (See  Pretideni  of  ike  Urn- 
ted  States.) 
Prize  Money,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  rcsoluUee 
calling  for  information  mm  to  the  aaeoat 
of,  refunded  to  Government  by  the  ageats  331* 
agreed  to          -         -         -         -        -       .  as, 
a  message  with  a  report  in  reply,  laid  ot 
the  Uble        -        -         -         -        .       •  SB: 
Provident  Association  of  Clerks,  a  bill  ameadi- 
tory  to  the  act  to  inoorporate  the,  report- 
ed end  read  twice  -        -         -        -       - 1$5 
Public  Accounts.     (See  Accounts.) 
Public  Buildings,  the  committee  on  expeoditora 

in  the,  appointed  -  -  .  .  .  7K 
a  bill  making   appropriations   ton  the,  re> 

ported  and  read  twice  -  -  .  -V^ 
a  report  on  the  expenditure  of  money  8ppr»- 

priated  for  the,  laid  on  the  table  -  -  S/ 
Mr.  Conner  submitted  a  reeolution  calfiDs 
for  information  respecting  the  disbuns- 
roent  of  a  sum  of  money  appropriated  for 
supplying  the  President's  House  aed, 
with  water,  dec  -  -  -  -  .  3SS 
agreed  to  >.-.-.  9;! 

a  report  in  reply        •         .         .        .       .  S4» 

Public  Debt,  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relatee  to  tbe  revenue  and,  refer- 
red       -        -        -         -         -        -       .  •* 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ia- 
structed  to  inquire  respecting  that  poitaoe 
of  the,  which  will  be  reimbursaUe  Janu- 
ary, 1825 sr 

Public  Expenditures,  the    Committee  on,  ap- 
pointed -        -         -         -        .       .  79 
Public  Lande,  the  Committee  on,  appointed     -  ^ 

(See  Lands*) 
Public  Money,  Senate  bill   to  provide  for  the 

better  security  of  -         -         .        -        -  1*.*T 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -        .        .  l^ 
reported  without  amendment     -        .       •  23;* 
Public  Officers,  Senate  bill  to  secure  the  accouo* 

tability  uf,  read  twice  and  referred  -  -  !^- 
reported  with  amendment  ...  i6J 

Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  instructed  to  inquire  re- 
specting the  continuance  of  the  act  ke 

the  relief  of a 

a  report  made   -        -        -        .        .       .   ^ 

recommitted      - \^ 

a  bill  for  the  extinguishment  of  debt  doc  by 

the,  reported  and  read  twice  .  .  •  lOS 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2itt 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -  ^^ 

Senate  bill  explanatory  of  said  act,  read 

twice  and  referred  ....  r# 

.  reported  without  amendment     -        -       -  ^'f 

ordered  to  the  third  reading*      •        -       -  ^*^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  pMsed  -       -  •'^^ 

a  letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Tressarj 

ahowing  the  amount  due  by  •       -  1^^- 

a  report  fironi  the  Commissioner  of  the  Lend 
Office  respecting  tbe  oonstiuctaen   given 
to  the  act  for  the  relief  of,  tefoned         -  I^ 
Senate  bill  for  the  collection  of  debt  dne  by* 

read  twice  and  referred  -        -       -  *ij^ 

reported  without  amendment     •        -       -  S3sl 
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Q.  Ptge. 
'QnftrteriDMterp,  the  Conmittee  on  Military  Af- 
faira  inatracted  to  inquire  into  the  expe^ 
diency  of  an  additional  number  of  -        -    809 
Qaoram,  the  pretence  of  a       -        -                 -    794 
notification  of  the  pretence  of  a,  in  the  Sen- 
ate         796 

Randolph,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended       -        -     797 
remarks  of,  on  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry ^  983 

on    Mr.   Webster's    resolution   respecting 

Greece Ill,  1114 

speech  of,  on  the  same       -        •        -        -  1181 
speech  of,  on  the  snrveys  of  roods  and  canals  1296 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill       1480,  2315,  2330 
speech  of,  on  the  same      ....  2357 
appendix  to  said  speech     ....  2379 
remarks  of,  on  adjournment       .        -        -  1874 
on  the  address  of  Ninian  Edwards       2472,  2475 
Rankin,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  remarks  of,  on 
Mr.  Cook's  resolution  respecting  the  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  -      875,  883,  885 
remarks  of,  on  the  Greek  cause  •        *  1158 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        ...  3002 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  open  a  canal  be- 
tween the  Wabash  and  Miami       -        -  2585 
Real  Estate,  Mr.  Tracy  submitted  a  resolution 
calling  for  information  in  relation  to,  pur- 
chased by  the  United  Sutes  ...  1292 
read  and  laid  on  tbe  table          ...  1322 
taken  up  and  agreed  to     -        -        -        -  1487 
a  report  in  reply  laid  on  the  table      -        .  1757 
Mr.  Warfield  submitted  a  resolution  calling 

for  a  statement  of  the  purchases  of         -2171 
modified  and  agreed  to      •        -        «        •  2288 
Reeess,  a  resolution  for  daily,  reported,  debated, 

and  adopted 2488 

rescinded 2494 

Reed,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  attended    -        -    793 
remarks  of,^  on  the  Tariff  bill     ...  1867 
speech  of,  on  the  same      ....  188O 
Registers  snd  Receivers,  Mr.  Owen  submitted  a 
resolution  calling  for  information  respect- 
ing compensation  to      -        -        -        -  1460 

agreed  to 1470 

a  report  in  reply,  referred  .        -        ^        •  1665 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  sundry  statements  in  relation  to,  re- 
ferred     1462 

other  information  on  the  same  subject,  re- 
ferred   1462 

a  bill  fbr  the  relief  ot,  reported  and  read 

twice 2506 

Rentrope,  J.,  of  Kentucky,  a  bill  to  repay,  for 
lands  erroneously  sold,  reported  and  read 

twice 1322 

Revenue  and  Public  Debt.    (See  Public  Debt. ) 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Bnsiness,  the  committee 

on,  appointed        .....    799 
Rerolationary  Soldiers^Mr.  Cusbroan  submitted 
•  resolation  to  extend  pensions  to  all  sor^ 
viving  .......  2295 

laid  on  the  taUo 2295 

Mr.  MeKean  presented  sundry  memorials 
in  relation  to  pensions  for  all,  laid  on  the 

.     Uble 2430,  2586 

(See  Petmon§.) 
Reynoida,  James  B.,  of  Teonesseet  attended      •    794 


Page. 

Rich,  Charles,  of  Vermont,  attended  ...    793 
remarks  of,   on   his  resolution  respecting 

trade  with  the  Indians  ...     990 

on  his  resolution  to  amend  the  Rules         -  1179 

on  the  Greek  cause  .....  1313 

Richard,  Gabriel,  of  Michigan,  attended  -         -    803 

(See  Contested  Election,) 
Richards,  John,  of  New  York,  attended  -        .     793 
Richardson,  Landie,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -        -        -  1761 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2504 

Richmond.    (See  VeneUi) 
Riddick,  Thomas  F.,  Mr.  Scott  presented  the 
memorial  of,  agent  for  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri, referred        .....  2503 
Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers.    (See  LottiaianaJ) 
Rist,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and 

read  twice 1322 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  3497 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2500 

Rives,  William  C,  of  Virginia,  attended  -    806 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals    ......  1344 

remarks  of,  on  tbe  Senate  amendments  to 

tbe  Appropriation  bill    ....  1947 

Road,  a  bill  for  making  a,  from  Memphis  to  Lit- 
tle Rock,  reported  and  read  -        .        -    876 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       •        -        -918 
read  the  third  time,  and  considered   -        -    937 
recommitted      ......    939 

reported  with  amendments        ...    939 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    943 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a,  from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine, 
and  from  St.  Marks  to  Cape  Sable  •    812 

Mr.  Vance  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
a,  from  Detroit  to  the  Ohio  State  line, 
laid  on  the  tabic    .....    986 

modified  and  agreed  to      -        -        -        -  1232 

a  bill  opening  a,  from  Miami  to  Detroit,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    ....  1487 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2676 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2682 

a  resolution  of  tbe  Legislature  of  Indiana 
praying  tbe   continuations  of  the,  from 
Wheeling  to  the  Mississippi  river,  referred  1819 
a  bill  for  opening  a,  from  Wheeling  to  the 
seat  of  government  in  Missouri,  reported 
and  read  twice      .....  i486 

Senate  bill  for  a  military,  from  Fort  St.  Phi- 
lip to  Johnson's  FlantatioB    -        •        -  1503 
referred    ...•--•  1504 
reported  without  amendment     ...  16C7 
the  committee  ioatructed  to  ioqvire  respect- 
ing a,  from  Detroit  to  Chicago        -        -  1733 
a. bill  for  making  said,  reported  and  read 
twice    - •  2490 

Roads  and  Canals,  the  subject  of,  referred  to  a 

select  committee  ....  -  808 
a  bill  to  provide  for  surveys  and  estiaatea 

of,  reported  and  read  twice  -  *  -  830 
considered  .....  990,  100ft 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  1041 

a  copy  of  the  bill 1042 

the  bill  laid  on  the  taMe     ....  1043 

taken  op 1058 

reeommitted  t»  a  CoaoMttea  of  the  Whole  1063 
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Roads  and  Canab-^coiitiatted.  Page. 

coDiidered      1217,  1233,  1264,  1296,  1324,  1344, 

1371,  1399,  1430,  1462 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasted  ...  1471 
Sobbins,  Brintnel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .        -        •        .        •    848 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...    877 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .    887 
Robertson,  lea,  the  Committee  of  Claims  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  respecting  compensation  to, 
Joseph  RosBon,  and  Robert  Tolar  •        •  1676 
an  adverse  report  laid  on  the  table     -        -  1680 
Robinson,  Thomas,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  of 2699 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        .        .        .  2700 

reported 2758 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2759 

Roderick,  Anthony.     (See  Goldsmith^  Morri*,) 

Rogers,  Thomas  /.,  of  Pennsylvaniat  attended  -    793 

letter  of  resignation  from,  laid  on  the  table  2510 

Rose,  Robert  R.,  of  New  York,  attended  -        -    793 

Ross,  Thomas  R^  of  Ohio,  attended  -        -        -     797 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  for  a  Delegate 

from  the  District  of  Columbia         •        -  1504 

on  the  Tariff  bill 1695 

RoBson,  Joseph.    (See  Robertson,  lea.) 
Rucker,  Elliot,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....  1398 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2497 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2500 
Rules,  the  Orders  and,  of  last  seesion  adopted 

until  a  reTision  -  -  -  -  -  796 
Mr.  Moore  submitted  a  resolution  to  amend 

the  thirteenth  standing  rule  ...  943 
Mr.  Allen  moved  to  rescind  the  eightj-fourth 

rule 1893 

agreed  to 1905 

'  Mr.  Rich  submitted  a  rule  respecUng  peti- 
tions on  the'  Clerk's  table       ...     987 
considered  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -  1318 
Mr.  Cook  submitted  certain  amendments  to 

the 1178 

referred -  1179 

reported  with  amendments        ...  1702 
Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  to  expunge 
the  thirty-first  rule         -        -        -        -  1769 

debated 1776 

the  rule  amended 1777 

Mr.  Condict  Bubmitted  an  amendment  to 

the,  respecting  engrossed  bills  -  -  2494 
laid  on  the  table 2495 

8. 

8al«ai  Laboratory  CMvpany,  Mr.  Ctowninahield 

presented  the  memorial  of  Directors  of  the    842 

Salt,  instructions  to  tka  Comniitte*  of  Ways  and 
Means  reapaeting  a  repeal  of  the  act  lay^ 
ing  duty  on,  imported    •        •        •  887,  1065 

Salt  Springs,  a  Massage  i^om  the  President  trans- 
mitting information  heretofore  requested 
by  Iba  Hoiiae  in  telation  to,  lead  and  cop- 
per mines      -..---  i960 

Sandfoffd,  James  T»«  of  Tennessee,  attended      •    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -        -        .  1546 

Snondtfa,  Romulus  M.,  of  North  Csrolina,  at- 
tended   794 

Scott,  Alexander,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  o(^ 

read  twice  and  refornd  -  •  •  *  2631 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2681 
read  thf  tlord  lim#,  and  passed  -  -2712 


Pige 
Scott,  Hector.     (See  Lemox,  Jame$J) 
Scott,  John,  of  Missouri,  attended    .        >       >  TM 
Seamen.     (See  Sick  and  DUabitd  Seamai.) 
Seminole  War,  Senate  bill  expJanatoiy  ef  tkt 
act  for  the  relief  of  pcraona  engaged  ia 

the i:« 

read  and  referred      -         -         -        .      •  He! 
reported  without  amendment     -        -       •  US 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -       •  r:i 
Mr.  Cocke  presented  a  reaolution  of  the  Le- 
«    gislatnre   of  Tennessee   reelecting  pro- 
perty lost  in  the,  referred        -       •       -  llt( 
Bergeant-at-Arms,  Thomas  Dunn  appointed    -  7B 
Shaeffer,  Jacob,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       -        -         -        -       -  K< 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        .       .  ?5I 
considered         -        -        -         -        -       -  'S^ 

rejected    •        -*-        -         .        .-8© 
Shakers,  an  adverse  report  made  on  the  petition 

of  the  Society  of  -         -         -        -       .  15$6 

Sharpe,  Peter,  of  New  York,  attended      -       •   7^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -        -  1666,  WA 
Shattuck,  Jared,  Mr.  Farrelly  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        -         -        -       -  SlO 

Shepherd,  Moses,  a  report  in  favor  of  the  diiai 

of,  considered         -        -         -        -       -  2638 

adopted    .        •        «        •         •        .       •  «S3i 

Shields;  Thomas,  Senate  ImH  for  the  relief  of  -  S^ 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         ...  2431 

reported  without  amendment     -        -       *  2541 

laid  on  the  table 25^ 

Sibley,  Jonas,  of  Massachusetts,  attended        -   7^ 
Sibley,  Solomon,  a  bill  for  the  rt  lief  of,  repotted 

and  read  twice  -  -  -  -  .  '.7?3 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  •  25iv^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -       -^-^ 

Sick  and  Disabled  Seamen,  Mr.  McKim  submit- 
ted a  resolution  respecting,  laid  on  the 

table .  m. 

adopted  -  -  -  -  »  .  -  ?P3 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  rela- 
tion to,  laid  on  the  table  >  .  .  STS 
referred  .  -  .  -  -  -  .  ??i 
a  bill  to  provide  for,  reported  and  read  twice  17M 
Sinking  Fund,  the  report  of  the  Comnustiooer 

of  the,  laid  on  the  table  -        •       -1399 

Skinner,  Icbabod  Lord,  Senate  bill  for  the  n- 

lief  of «« 

read  twice,  and  referred    -         -        -       •  23*5 
reported  without  amendment     -        -      -  '^^ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -       -  25(19 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .       •  25)0 
Slavery,  Mr.  Breck  presented  a  petition  from  tbe 
**  Pennsylvania  Society  *'  praying  the  ab- 
olition oii  referred  -        -        -       -  175* 
the  committee  discharged  •        -        .      -  H^S 
the  petition  laid  on  the  ubie     •        .      -  179^ 

Slave  Trade,  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  African,  refoired  to 
a  sefteet  committee  -  *  •  *  ^ 
Mr.  Mcreer  submitted  a  reaolntion  csUiag 
for  information  respecting  negotiatioBi 
with  foreign  Goveraments  in  rdatiea  to 

tb -l^ 

a  message  in  reply,  vecetTed     -        *      *  1^ 

referred ;^ 

a  resolution  from  the  Legialatniv  ef  Ohio 
respeelivg  the  abolition  of  the,  nin»d  - 1^ 
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81ftT«  Trade— continued.  Ptge. 

the  eomoiittee  ditcharged  and  the  reeolution 
laid  OB  the  table    .....  1460 

the  committee  on  the  auppreeaion  of  the, 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  theexiating  laws  ibr  the  ah- 
olition  of  the  trade        ....  1808 

a  hill  respecting  the,  reported  and  read  twice  3397 

a  copy  of  the  biM      -        >        •        -        -  3397 

8loane,  John,  of  Ohio,  attended       ...     794 
dloops  of  War,  Mr.  Poinsett  submitted  a  resolu 
tion  respecting  additional 
agreed  to  - 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of  ten  ad 

tional,  reported  and  read  twice 

Senate  bill  for  additional,  read  twice  and 

referred         -.--•- 

reported  without  amendment   ... 

Slough,  Jacob,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      .....  1961 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2504 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        .  2506 

Smith,  Arthur,  of  Virginia,  attended        -        -    794 

speech  1^,  on  the  Greek  cause   ...  1204 

Smith,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 1291 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2496 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        -  2500 

Smith,  P(oah,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  -        -  1857 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1870 

reported  with  amendments        .        •        -  1893 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2508 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        >  3508 

Smith,  William,  of  Virginia,  attended      -        .    794 

speech  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 

election 1835 

Smyth,  Alexander,  of  Virginia,  attended  •        -    794 
speech  of,  on  the  UlU  for  the  surveys  of 

roads  and  canals   .        .        -        .        .  1399 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  adjourn- 
ment    .......  3656 

Snow,  Elisha,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      .        -        •        .        •  2d08 
South  American  Colonies.    (See  Spain.) 
South  Carolina,  a  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  hold- 
ing  the  circuit  court  in,  reported  and  read 

twice 1291 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2669 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2675 
Mr.  Poinsett  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  in  relation  to  the  struggle 
of  Greece  for  independence,  laid  on  the 
Uble 916 

Speight,  Richard  D. ,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  canals 1395 

Spain,  Mr.  Mallary  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing  for  information  in  relation  to  the  de- 
sign of  foreign  Governments  to  aid,  in 
regaining  the  South  American  colonies  -    868 

agreed  to 879 

a  message  in  reply,  referred  ...  986 
Mr.  Clay  submitted  a  similar  resolution  -  1 104 
Mr.  C  requests  that  said  resolution  be  al 

lowed  to  remain  on  the  table 

Senate  bill  to  carrv  into  effect  the  9th  arti- 

cle  of  the  treaty  with    .... 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        .        - 

reported  without  amendment     ... 


-  3763 


2696 
2697 
2698 


Page. 
Speaker,  Henry  Clay  elected  ....  795 
Spence,  John  S.,  of  Maryland,  attended  -  >  797 
Spermaceti  Whale  Fisheries.     (See  New  Bed' 

ford,) 
Standefer,  James,  of  Tennessee,  attended        -    794 
Staniford,  Thomas,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  laid  on  the  table     -        -  1905 

referred 1914 

reported  with  amendments        ...  2464 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        -  2510 
St.  Anne's  Church.    (See  Detroit.)  ^ 

State  Department,  the  Committee  on  Expendi- 
tures in  the,  appointed  ....    799 
St.  Augustine.     (See  rensaeola.) 
St  Clair,  Greneral  Arthur,  Mr.  Jennings  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  Eliza  Dill,  daughter 
of,  in  behalf  of  herself  and  sisters  -        -    807 
Stealy,  John,  an  adverse  report  on  the  case  of, 

laid  on  the  table  .....     943 
Steam  Vessels.    (See  Vessels.) 
St.  Helena  Courthouse,  a  bill  in  relation  to  ti- 
tles and  claims  to  lands  in  Jackson,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        .        .        .1319 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2698 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         >        -  2709 
Senate  bill  supplementary  to  the  several 
acts  respecting  land  claims  in,  and  Jack- 
son courthouse     .....  2026 
(See  Pre-emption.) 
Stephenson,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended         •    794 
Sterling,  Ansel,  of  Connecticut,  attended  -        -    793 
Stetson,  Amasa,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

reUef  of 1770 

read  twice,  and  referred  .  •  .  •  1774 
reported  with  amendments  ...  2OOI 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2510 

Stevenson,  Andrew,  of  Virginia,  attended  >  794 
remyrks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry 978 

on  the  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  intended 

visit  of  Lafayette  -  -  •  -  .1 106 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  Ibr  the  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals     ......  1399 

remarka  of,  upon  Mr.  Martindale'a  apeech 

on  the  Tariff  bill  ....  1656,  1657 

Stewart,  Andrew,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -  797 
apeech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of 

roads  and  canals 1346 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -  1500,  1613 

speech  of,  on  the  same      ....  2371 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  MissiBsippi 
rivers 3583,  3587 

St.  John's  River,  a  bill  for  opening  a  canal  be- 
tween the  bay  of  St.  Augustine  and,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -        -        -  2171 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .'       .  2602 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2603 
St.  Mary's  River.    (See  Charleston.) 
Stock,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  seven 

per  cent.,  reported  and  read  twice  -        -    957 

considered -  1048 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  1053 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  .  .  1065 
amendments  received  ....  1100 
read  and  concurred  in        -        -        -        -  1101 
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Stock— continued.  Page, 

a  bill  autboriziog  the  creation  of,  for  the 
Florida  treaty  awardi»  reported  and  read 

twice 967 

considered 2562 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2666 
read  the  third  time,  and  debated         -        -  2660 

paiaed 2675 

a  bill  to  authoriie  the  exchange  of,  bearing 
an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  for  that  bear- 
ing interest  of  sii  per  cent,  reported  and 

read  twice 1856 

conaiiired 2706 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2707 
Stoddard,  Ebenezer.  of  Connecticut,  attended  •  793 
Stone,  John,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

on  the  petition  of,  laid  on  the  table         -  1619 
Storehouses,  a  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  deposite 
in,  to  other  goods  besidee  winee,  teas  and 
spirits,  reported  and  read  twice       -        -  1661 
Stom,  Henry  R.  of  New  York,  attended         •    793 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Brock's  resolution  re- 

speeting  commerce  with  Greece      -        -    872 
speech  of,  on  the  New  York  contested  elec- 
tion        946 

on  the  bill  for  surreys  of  roads  and  canals  1282 
on  the  Massachusetts  contested  election-    •  1832 

Strain,  Robert,  a  bill  ibr  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....  1567 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2600 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2603 
Strong,  James,  of  New  York,  attended    •        •    793 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        •        -2118 
Stroud,  Joseph.    (See  Carver^  Jonathan.) 
Supplies,  d^c,  Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution 
calling   for   information  respecting    the 
transportation  of,  and  payment  for  -        •  2333 

agreed  to  nem,  eon. 2344 

a  message  in  reply  laid  on  the  table  -        •  2606 

Supreme  Court,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  »  reao- 
lution  respecting  a  more  speedy  publica- 
tion of  the  decisions  of  the,  agreed  to    -    817 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing suits  in  the 2541 

read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole 2542 

a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  ses- 
sions of  the,  reported     ....  2635 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2648 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2648 

Surgeons  and  Surgeons'  Mates,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  instructed  to  inquire  as 
to  the  due  apportionment  of  pay  to        -    831 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  junior        .....    987 

Surveyor's  Office,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a,  in  each  State 
and  territory        -        -        -        -        -     833 

Swan,  Samuel,  of  New  Jersey,  attended   -        -     793 

Sylvester,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of, 

reported,  and  read  twice        ...  2605 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2617 

Symmes,  John  Cleves,  the  Speaker  presented  a 
memorial  of,  and  Thomas  8.  Hinds,  in 
relation  to  the  occupancy  of  certain  terri- 
tory between  the  Rocky  Mountains  and 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  referred     -        -        -2152 


Symmes,  John  Cleves— coBtiDoed.  Fife. 

Mr.  Gsalay  submitted  a  reeoiatiMi  eaUiiig 
for  information  respecting  a  towneyp  in 
Symmes's  patent  .....  fii) 

agreed  to  -..-.-  jjjr 

a  message  transmitting  a  report  in  leply, 
laid  on  the  table    -        .        -        .        .  Hjti 

Mr.  Gaxlay  submitted  a  reaoiniion  rsepert 
ing  the  appointment  of  a  trustee  to  cany 
into  efiect  an  act  reepeeting  llie  grant  oi  Sil 

read  and  referred      .....  sat 
(See  Miami  Purchate.') 

T. 

Tait,  Charies,  the  Speaker  presented  a  petitaon 
of  Edwin  Lewis  praying  ao  inquiry  into 
the  official  conduct  of,  laid  on  the  uble  -  19S 

Taliaferro,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended 

Tallow  Chandlers,  Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a 

memorial  of  the,  of  New  York  eombattifig 

the  New  Bedford  petition  reepeeting  Um 

sperm  whale  fishery       .... 

Tanner's  Atlas,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate 
to  furnish  ipach  American  MinlsSer  and 
Chaig^  with  a  copy  of  ... 

read  twice,  and  laid  on  the  table        •        -  SOT 

Tarifil  80  much  of  the  President's  Meaaage  as 

relates  to  a  revision  of  the,  referred        -    7M 
petitions  praying  a  revision  of  the      -     842, 843, 

886.1063 

petitions  against  the  passage  of  the  MQ  1427, 1428 

1487,  1661,  1693,  1628,  1675, 1681,  1738, 17}> 

Mr.  Tod  submitted  a  comparative  statement 

of  the  present        .....  1084 

Mr.  Hamilton  submitted  a  resolution  for  a 
detailed  revision  of  the  existing,  by  next 
session  ....•••  2133 

read,  and  laid  on  the  table  ...  2345 

(See  Dutiea  on  ImporU,) 
Tattnall,  Edward  F.,  of  Georgia,  attended        -  1945 
Taylor,  George,  Mr.  Mercer  presented  the  peti- 
tion of-        -        -        -        -        -        -18^ 

laid  on  the  table 16M 

Taylor,  John  W.,  of  New  York,  attended         -    793 

remarks  of,  on  declining  to  be  a  candidate 
for  the  Speaker's  chair  -        •        -        -    794 

on  a  resolution  respecting  a  delegate  from 
the  District  of  Columbia        ...  \Ub 

on  the  Tariff  bill 16» 

on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards   -        •  2473 
Ten  Eyck,  Egbert,  of  New  York,  attended      -    793 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Cocke  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of,  in  relation  to  property 
lost  in  the  Seminole  war,  referred  -        -  1126 

Mr.  Alexander  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  concerning  lands  for  edu- 
cational purposes  .....  1263 

laid  on  the  Uble HM 

Tennessee  and  Coosa  Rivers,  tho  Committee  en 
Roads  and  Canals  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  opening  a  canal 
between         ......    ?12 

a  report  thereon  laid  on  the  table       •        •  2630 
Test,  John,  of  Indiana,  attended        -        -        -    794 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  create  stock  for  the 
Florida  Treaty  awards  -        -        .        -  255f 

remarks  of^  on  the  bill  for  a  canal  between 
the  Wabash  and  Miami  rivers        •        -  356S 
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1664 
794 
794 

1064 
2490 
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793 
1471 


Thomas,  John,  and  Coinpao7>  a  biJI  for  the 

lief  of,  reported  and  read  twice  -  •  1042 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  -  .  2489 
read  the  third  time,  and  paseed  ...  2491 

Thomas,  Philemon,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex^w- 
diency  of  providing  payment  for,  Benja- 
min P.  Thomas  and  Lewis  Craig  • 
Thompson,  Philip,  of  Kentucky,  attended 
Thompson,  Wiley,  of  Georgia,  attended  • 
Thooft,  Bernard,  a  bill  for  iMuing  debenturea  to, 
reported  and  read  twice  ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        . 

Tod,  John,  of  PennsyWanis,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        ... 

remarks  of,  on  the  same    1498,  1513,  1616,  1626, 

1544,  1646, 1589, 1669,  1691,  1740, 1741,  1742, 

1751,  1762,  1868,  2176 
speech  of,  on  the  same      •        >        -        -  2214 
remarks  of,  on  the  question  of  adjourn- 
ment      2599 

Tolar,  Robert.     (See  Robertson,  /ca.) 
Toffllinson,  Gideon,  of  Connecticut,  attended  -    793 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill       1483,  1506,  1900 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  a  Message  from  the  Pre- 
sident in  relation  to  the  accounts  of,  re- 
ferred     804 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read 

twice 811 

considered  .-.-.-  817 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  825 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    828 

a  message  from  the  President  in  relation  to 

the  claims  of,  referred  ....  1906 
a  report  made  in  full  ...        -  2334 

considered 2398 

sgreed  to 2400 

another  Message  from  the  President  in  re- 
lation to  the  claims  of,  read    ...  2501 

referred 2508 

a  bill  making  appropriations  to  pay  a  cer- 
tain sum  to,  reported  and  read  twice      -  2507 
considered         ....  2677,2686 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2693 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2697 

Top,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and 

read  twice     -.---.  2457 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2605 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  ...  2606 

Townley,  John  F.    (See  Eeciava^  Don  MigueL) 
Townsend,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  ol^  re- 
ported and  read  twice    ....  2676 
Tracy,  Albert  H.,  of  New  York,  attended  -    832 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill       1492,  1495,  1499 
>  1693 

remarks  of,  on  the  Appropriation  bill 

Treasury  Department,  the  Committee  on  Expen- 
ditures in  the,  appointei        ... 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  with  an 

estimate  of  sppropriaiions,  referred          -     969 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  with  a 
printed  copy  of  receipts  and  expenditures, 
laid  on  the  uble 2606 

Trimble,  David,  of  Kentucky,  attended     .        -     794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel  D.  Tompkins 823 


-  1786 


799 
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remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  opening  certain 

roads  in  Florida    -        .        .        •        .    929 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Buchanan's  resolution 
in  relation  to  e  monument  for  Wash- 
ington   -  1048^ 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      1481, 1482, 1494, 

1498,  1519,  1614,  1661 
speech  of,  on  the  occupying  claimant  laws 
of  Kentucky  ......  2535 

Tucker,  George,  of  Virginia,  attended      •        •    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads 
and  canals     ......  1332 

remarka  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     •        .        -  233& 
remarks  of,  on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Ed* 

wards 2460, 245S 

speech  of,  on  the  Beaumarehais  Claim       -  258& 
Tucker,  Starling,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -    794 
Tuscaloosa,  a  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to 
the  corporation  of,   reported   and  read 
twice     .        .        •        .        •        ■•• 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Tuscarawas  County,  a  bill  providing  for  the  dis- 
position of  three  tracts  of  land  in,  report- 
ed and  read  twice  ..... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Tyson,  Jacob,  of  New  York,  attended 

U. 


2616 
2709 


2026 

2607 

2617 

793 


2467 
2487 

2766 


1528 
1552 
1661 
1906 
2026 


Udree,  Daniel,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -        •    703 
Unfinished   Business,  the  Committee  on,  ap- 
pointed-       .        .        .        i        .        . 
their  report  made  and  adopted  ... 
the  Clerk  directed  to  prepare  a  list  o(  and 
to  send  a  copy  to  each  member  by  mail 
United  Brethren,  Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  reso- 
lution calling  for  information  respecting 
the  title  of  the,  to  land  in  Ohio 

laid  on  the  table 

agreed  to- 

a  message  in  reply,  referred       ... 

a  report  made   ...... 

V. 

Vaccination,  the  Speaker  presented  a  memorial 

of  Dr.  James  Smith  respecting  the  sp- 

pointment  of  a  vaccine  agent,  referred    • 

a  report  made  ...... 

a  bill  to  encourage,  reported  and  read  twice 

Vance,  John,  of  Ohio,  attended         ... 

remarka  of,  on  a  bill  respecting  costs  in 

suits  by  patentees  ..... 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      ... 
Vance,  Robert  B.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended 
Vandalia,  Mr.  Cook  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  information  respecting  the  robbery 
ot  the  land  office  at        •        -        •        - 
agreed  to- 

report  in  reply,  referred     .        .        .        - 

a  report  made  -.-•.. 

committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 

.  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John 

H.  Piatt 

Van  Rensselaer,  Stephen,  of  New  York,  at- 
tended -..---- 
Van  Syckel,  Elijah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    .... 
Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of         ... 
read  twice  and  referred      .... 
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on  striking  oat  a  certain  appropriation  in 

the  Fortification  bill  ....  2463 
on  a  motion  to  recommit  said  bill  -  -  2469 
on  referring  the  joint  resolution  respecting 

the  adjoaniment  .....  2470 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 

of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  -  -  -  2601 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of  certain 

persons  who  imported  goods  into  Castine  2548 
on  the  postponement  of  the  bill  to  create 

stock  for  the  Florida  Treaty  awards     -  2565 


Tesa  and  Nays— continued.  Pip. 

on  the  passage  of  said  bill         -        .       .  fi74 

on  the  passage  of  the  btU  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigatioo  of  the  Ohio  sod 
MiMissippi  rivers  -        -         -        -       -  SSK 

on  the  passage  of  the  Poet  Oflice  bill       -  3S63 
on  amendments  to  the  bill   for  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins    -        -        -         -        -       -  SSS3 

on  the  passage  of  saiJ  bill         -        .       .ST 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  fix  the  wcelsn 
boundary  of  Arkansas    •         -        -       -  t7lt 
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Alabama,  an  act  for  the  surrey  of  public  and 

private  lands  in  the  southern  part  of       •  3200 

an  act  ibr  the  better  organisation  of  the 
district  courts  in    •        -        -        -        .  3202 

an  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress 

to  certain  acts  of 3218 

Alexandria,  an  act  to  confer  certain  powers  on 

the  levy  court  of  -        -        -        .        -  3247 

an  act  further  to  regulate  the  inspection  of 
flour  in  ......  3273 

American  Manufactures,  a  memorial  from  Penn- 
sylvania praying  the  encouragement  of  -  3172 
Appropriations,  an  act  making,  for  Congress    •  3196 

an  act  making,  for  the  military  service  3200, 3266 

an  act  making,  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment   -        .        i        .        .        .        .  3204 

an  act  making,  for  the  Navy      ...  3214 

an  act  making,  for  fortifications        -        •  3216 
Arkansas,  an  act  to  furnish,  with  an  abstract  of 

military  bounty  lands    -        -        •        -  3198 

an  act  confirming  certain  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernor  of 3212 

an  act  to  Ax  the  western  boundary  line  of  3241 

an  act  concerning  claimants  to  lands  in, 
and  Missouri 3259 

an  act  to  extinguish  the  Quapau  title  to 
lands  in 3269 

an  act  respecting  pre-emption  rights  in       -  3275 
Auction  Sales,  a  memorial  from  the  citizens  of 

Baltimore  in  relation  to         -        •        •3128 

B. 

Baltimore,  a  memorial  from  the  merchants  and 

others  of,  respecting  auction  eales  -        -  3128 
a  memorial  from  citizens  of,  in  relation  to 
the  tariff 3159 

Bankruptcy,  a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Philadelphia  respecting  an 
uniform  system  of  -        -        .        -3112 

Baton  Rouge,  an  act  respecting  a  public  lot  at  3259 

Boston,  a  memorial  from,  against  the  Tariff  bill  3079 
a  memorial  from,  in  relation  to  tbe  proe- 
pects,  dec,  of  the  Greeks        -        -        -  3107 

Burial  Ground,  an  act  for  enclosing  the  Con- 
gressional       3218 

C. 

Capitol,  an  act  making  appro(>riations  for  fur- 
nishing the  rooms  in  the        -        .        .  3251 


Put. 

Charleston,  South  Carolina,  a  m«noriaI  Irooi, 

against  the  Tariff 3075 

an  act  for  the  survey  of  the  hsrbor  ol^  8t 
Mary,  and  tbe  eoaat  of  Florida  -  SR3 

Clerks,  an  act  to  anthortae  the  empioyoieBt  of 
an  additional  number  of,  in  tbe  severtl 
Departments  .....  38& 

Cocke,  William,  an  act  to  compensate  -  -  3S4d 
Cod  Fiaheriea,  an  act  to  allow  bounty  in  certain 

cases  to  vessels  employed  in  the  -  -  3S43 
Columbia  Inatitute,  an  act  lor  the  benefit  of 

the 38M 

Columbus,  a  resolution  providing  a  place  of  de- 
poeite  for  the  portrait  of,  and  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  a  number  of  copies  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  -        -  3S7! 

Commerce,  a  report  of  the  Committee  of,  re- 

apecting  commerce  with  Great  Britain  -  M65 

Codgress,  an  act  making  appropriations  for     -  S19< 

Connecticut,  a  memorial  from  the  merchanls  of, 

coneerning  manufactures,  dbc        -       -  91M 

Cotton  Manufacturers,    a   meoaorial  from  the, 

of  Rhode  Island 3114 

D. 

Debt,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned 

for SIM 

an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  persons  imprisoned  for         -       -  3S14 

Declaration  of  Independence.     (See  Columbui,) 

District  of  Columbia,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of 

holding  the  courts  in  the        -        .       -SIS 
an  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  registen 
of  wills  in  the 3S45 

Donnelson,  John,  sn  act  for  the  relief  of,  Ste- 
phen Heard,  and  others  •        -       •  4343 

Duties,  an  act  concerning,  on  tonnage  and  im- 

porU 3193 

an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing, 
on  importo    - 3221 

E. 

Edwardsville  and  Springfield,  an  act  to  define 

the  boundary  line  between    -        .       -  3903 

F. 

Florida,  an  act  for  the  settlement  of  private  land 

claims  in       -----       -  31** 

an  act  for  opening  certain  roads  in    -       •SI'* 
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Flori4A— oontinoed.  Page, 

an  act  giving  aanction  to  certain  acts  of  the 
Legislature  of       -        -        -        -        -  3218 

an  act  providing  land  for  the  Seat  of  Gov* 
eroment  of    -----        -  8888 

an  act  granting  donations  of  land  to  cer- 
tain actual  lettlera  in    -        -        -        -  3267 

an  act  for  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  -        -  3273 
Fortifications,  an  act  making  appropriations  for 

certain 8216 

French  Spoliations,  copies  of  the  correspon- 
dence called  for  by  Congress  in  relation  to  2936 

Q. 

General  Land  Office,  an  act  to  aathorize  the  em- 
ployment of  certain  assistants  in  the      •  3204 

Government,  an  act  making  appropriations  for 

the  support  of 3204 

Great  Britain,  a  report  respecting  oommeive 

with 3066 

Greece,  certain  documents,  called  for  by  Con- 
gress in  relation  to  the  condition  and  pros- 
pects of 2917 

a  memorial  from  New  York  respecting  the 

independence  of-        -        -        -        -8106 
a  memorial  from  Boston  in  relation  to  the 
prospects  of 3107 

Gregory,  Lieutonant  Francis,  an  act  rewarding 
the  officers  and  crews  of  two  boats  under 
the  command  of    -        .        -        .        -  3217 

H. 

Hemrd,  Stephen,  an  act  for  the  relief  of    -        -  3243 
Hogan,  John  B.,  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  for  the 

relief  of 3217 

L 

Illinois,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 

District  Court  in 3213 

Indian  Treaties,  an  act  to  enable  the  President 

to  hold  treaties  with  certain  Indians        -  3228 
an  act  for  carrying  into  effect  certain        -  3271 

J. 

Johnson,  John  T.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of         -  8240 
Jones,  George,  and  others,  a  memorial  of,  against 

any  alteration  of  the  Tariff    -        -        -  3166 

K. 

Kentucky,  an  act  to  change  the  terms  of  the 

District  Court  in 3204 

an  act  to  change  the  farms  of  the  Circuit 
and  District  Courts  in  •        -        -        -  3213 

L. 

Land  Claims,  an  act  concerning,  in  Florida     -  3198 
an  act  concerning,  in   Missouri  and  Ar- 
kansas   3269 

Land  Offices,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act 

to  provide  for  the  correction  of  errors  in  3239 
an  act  to  establish  one  in  Missouri    -        -  3266 

Lands,  an  act  changing  the  mode  of  surveying, 

on  any  river,  bayou,  or  water  course      -  3232 
an  set  to  provide  for  the  sale  of,  conveyed 
to  the  United  States  in  certain  cases      -  3274 

Lafayette,  a  resolution  in  relation  to  an  in- 
tended visit  of  the  Marquis  de        -         -  3279 

Library  of  Congress,  an  act  making  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  use  of  the,  and  for  furnish- 
ing the  rooms  in  the  Capitol  -        -  3261 

Lighthouses,  Beacons,  dec.,  an  act  to  authorize 

the  building  of  certain    -        -        •        .  3264 


Page. 
Louisiana,  an  act  suppIemenUry  to  the  act  con- 
cerning lands  in,  lying  lietween  the  Rio 
Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers        ...  3263 
an  act  to  regulate  the  mode  of  practice  in 
the  courts  of         :        .        .        .        .  3271 
Ludlow's  and  Roberts'  lines,  an  act  respecting 

lands  between 3249 

M. 

Manufactures,  a  memorial  from  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Society  for  the  encouragement  of     -3172 

Marshals,  Clerks,  d^c,  an  act  to  repeal  in  part 

an  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of     -  3201 

Maryland,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding 

the  Circuit  Court  for  the  fourth  circuit  in  3272 

Memphis,  an  act  making  a  road  from,  to  Little 

Rock 3196 

Miami,  an  act  to  authoriae  the  opening  of  a  road 

from,  to  Detroit    .....  8261 

Miami  river.    (See  Waituh,) 

Michael,  John,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of 3197 

MiliUry  Land  Warrante,  an  act  to  complete  the 

issue  and  location  of      -        -        -        -  3248 

Militery  Service,  an  act  making  appropriations 

for  the 3200 

an  act  making  further  appropriations  for  the  3266 

Miller,  James,  an  act  confirming  certain  acte  of  3212 

Mississippi  River,  an  act  to  improve  the  naviga- 
tion of  ihe  Ohio  and      ....  3227 

Missouri,  sn  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 

District  Court  in 8217 

an  act'to  enable  claimante  to  lands  in,  and 

Arkansas  to  institute  proceeding^  -  -  8269 
an  act  to  establish  additional  land  offices  in  3266 
an  act  to  complete  the  southern  and  western 

boundary  of 8868 

an  act  supplemenUry  to  the  act  for  the  set- 
tlement of  claims  to  lands  in  -        -        -  8869 

Mobile,  an  act  granting  certain  lote  to  the  cor- 
poration of 3268 

N. 

Nantucket.     (See  Pensaeola.) 

Naturalization,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to 

establish  an  uniform  rule  of  -        -        •  3287 

Navy,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the      -  3214 

New  Haven,  a  memorial  from,  against  the  Tariff 

bill 3150 

New  York,  a  memorial  from,  against  the  Tariff 

bill 3093 

a  memorial  from,  respecting  the  independ- 
ence of  Greece       3106 

0. 

Officers  of  Congress,  an  act  to  fix  the  compensa- 
tion of 3197 

Ohio,  a  memorial  and  resolution  from  the  Legis- 
lature of,  respecting  lands  jreserved  for 

schools •  3166 

•n  act  to  change  one  of  the  terms  of  the 
Circuit  Court  in 8213 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  an  act  to  improve 

the  navigation  of  the      -        -        -        -  3227 

Osage  Indians,  an  act  to  provide  an  agent  for 

the 3220 

P. 
Pensaeola,  an  act  to  allow  a  salsry  to  the  col- 
lectors of  Nantucket  and,  and  to  abolish 
the  office  of  surveyor  at  ...  3249 
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Pennsylvftnit,  a  memoriti  from,  retpectiay  the 

modification  of  the  Tariff        -         3109,  3169 
a  memorial  from  the  Society  to  encoarage 

American  mannfactaree  in    .  •        -        -  3270 
an  act  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of         •  3863 
Pensions,  an  act  to  extend  half  pay,  to  widows 
and  orphans  of  officers,  seamen,  and  ma* 

rines 3197 

an  act  to  extend  the  term  of»  to  persons  dis- 
abled, and  widows  and  orphans  of  those 
slain  in  private  armed  vessels         -        •  3311 
an  act  concerning  certain  invalid      -        -  3230 
an  act  to  revive  and  extend  the  term  of 

ceruin 3242 

Petersburg,  Va.,  a  memorial  from,  respecting  the 

Tariff 3139 

(8ee  RiehmmuL) 
Philadelphia,  a  memorial  from  the.  Chamber  of 

Commerce  against  the  I'ariff  bill    -        >  9142 

Plymouth  Beach.     (See  Presque  Isle.) 

Point  Coupee,  an  act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to 

the  inhabiunu  of 8248 

Portugal,  sundry  documents  respecting  the  pres- 
ent state  of  commercial  relations  with    -  3086 

Pre-emption,  an  act  granting  certain,  rights  to 

the  counties  of  each  State  and  Territory  3270 
an  act  concerning  the  right  of,  in  Arkansas  3276 

Presque  Isle,  an  act  for  improving  the  harbor  o(, 

and  repairing  Plymouth  Beach       -        -  3249 

Purchasers  or  Public  Lands,  an  act  to  provide 

for  the  extinguishment  of  debt  due  by  -    3219 
an  act  explanatory  of  said  act    •        -        •  3231 

R. 

Registers  of  Wills,  an  act  to  regulate  the  fees 

of,  in  the  District  of  Columbia       •        -  3246 

Richmond,  a  memorial  from,  against  the  Tariff 

bUl 3098 

an  act  to  authorize  masters  of  vessels  to 
clear  out  at  either  Petersburg,  or    •        -  3236 

Rio  Hondo  River.     (See  Louisiana.) 

Road,  an  act  making  a,  from  Memphis  to  Little 

Rock 3196 

an  act  making  a,  frem  Miami  to  Detroit    •  3261 

8. 

School  Lands,  a  resolution  and  memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of  Ohio  respecting       -        •  3166 

Seminole  War,  an  act  explanatory  of  the  act  for 

the  relief  of  persons  engsged  in  the        -  3238 

Sinking  Fund,  a  report  of  the  Commissioners  of 

the 3072 

Slater,  Samuel,  and  others,  cotton  manufictu* 

rers,  a  memorial  of       -        -        •        -3114 

Slave  Trade,  sundry  documents  in  relation  Uf 

the  African 3001 

articles  of  a  convention  for  the  suppression 
of  the  African 3022 

South  Carohna,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  hold- 
ing the  circuit  and  district  courts  of       •  3236 
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St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Coaithoase,  an  act  sup- 
plementary to   the   act   respeecmg  liad 
datms  at 
Sto^,  an  act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  seven 
per  cent       -        -        -        -        -      - 

an  act  for  the  creation  of  certain 

an  act  to'  authorize  the  exdiange  of  certiiB 

T. 

Tariff,  a  memoriti  from  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, against  the  increase  of  the 

a  memorial  from  Boston  and  its  viciaitv 
against  the v^i 

a  memorial  from  the   Chamber   of  Com- 
merce of  New  York  against  the    •       -  3>JJ 

a  memorial  from  Renaselaer  conn^,  Nev 
York,  against  the  bill     -        •        •       -  313: 

a  memorial  from  Richmond  and  Manches- 
ter, Virginia,  against  the  bill  -        -       •  9^^? 

a  memorial  from  Penney Ivania,  asking  a 
modification  of  the  bill  -        -         3109.  3^' 

a  memorial  from  the  cotton  manuCscturets 
of  Rhode  Island,  respecting  the      -       •  3114 

one  from  Petersburg,  Virginia,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the Zlci 

one  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Philadelphia  in  relation  to  the       -       •  U\i 

one  from  ^ew  Haven  against  the  bill       -  315: 

one  from  George  Jones  and  others  against 
the  biU 315: 

one  from  the  city  of  Baltimore  against  the 
bill 311^ 

an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  reapectiag 

the 

Tompkina,  Daniel  D.,  an  act  appropriating  t 

certain  sum  to       •        -        ...  Z'Jo 

an  act  for  the  payment  of  the  claims  of     -  3^^t 
Tonnage  and  Impost,  an  act  concerning  duties 

of 31^ 

Turnpike  Company,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  £>i 

the  establishment  of  a,  in  Alexandria  '  ti\' 
Tuscaloosa,  an  act  granting  certain  lots  to  •  SS5c 
Tuscarawas  county,  an  act   concerning  three 

tracts  of  land  in    •        -        -       •       -  SiTi 

V. 

Vessels,  an  act  to  allow  bounty  in  certain  cases 

to,  engaged  in  the  oodfiaheries   •        •       •  Sll- 
Virginia,  an  act  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of  3*' • 
Virginia  military  land  warrants,  an  act  coneem- 
ing,  located  between  Roberto'  and  Lud- 
low's lines  in  Ohio        -        -        -       -  32i? 

W. 

Wabash  and  Miami,  an  act  to  open  a  canal  be- 
tween the  rivers    •        .        .        •        • 

Washington,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to 

incorporate  the  inhabitanto  of  the  City  of  3^^]' 

Wells,  Bexateel,  an  act  for  the  relief  of     -        -  3^*' 

**  William,"  an  act  to  authorize  the  issue  o^  *    ^ 
register  to  the  brig        .        .        •        -  3244 

Wyandot  Indians,   an  act  reserving  to  the,  a 

certain  tract  of  land       -        -       -        .324- 
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